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The shortest way to Hoibnd is from 
Delhi u> Amsterdam op KLM s new direa 
flight. Ic gets you there in just *9 hours — a 
wfule Vfi hours less chan before! 

For every passenger flying to 
Amsterdam from outside Europe, there's 
HolUnd-on-chc-House*. That’s one night in 
Amsterdam all paid for — including 
breakfast, free entrance to museums and che 
Casino at Schevenin^r^, discount rates on 
canal cruises, city signiseeing and guided 
tours. Plus major discounts on car renuh, 
shopping hotel races for subsequent nights. 


Then rtiere’s Win-on*the*W3y* for 
Royal Class and Business Gass passengers. 

If you're in transit and catching an onward 
flight from Amsterdam same day, your 
(klcei enters you for a draw in die sky! So 
when you arrive at Schiphol, you could have 
won a Volvo< Or a brilliantly faceted 
diamond. Or 15 Df( worth of tax-free 
shopping 

As you can see, the best reason to fly 
KLM to Amsterdam is not just the shortest 
flighc! 

* Offered by rhe Holltnd Proirmioo FauAdsrion. 

VaU ufMo 5lsi bUrch 196^ 

For lofomacioo c»U at; 

BrAgafeic 28703. Bomhey 22]0n. C«lcutu44)22l. 

Delhi 343998 tod M«druS6336. 

The Reliable Aiiline KL>M 


Don’t say that’s Amsterdam down there already! 


M;s-KI.M’s new non-stop flight 
gets you there so much quicker.” 



GUEST COLUMN/Chanchal Sarkar 


W hy are civil ri^ts bodies in Delhi 
trying to nudge the couns about 
the anti'Sikh riots? Ii is to try and 
wrest 9 remedy from an unwilling 
government. Though the writ petitions have 
asked for (he prosecution of named police 
recalcitrants and political agents pr<^ 
vocaieurs and asked for pension for the 
women made widows, there is always a 
prayer attached—the appointment of a com¬ 
mission of inquiry or at least a probe by the 
CBl. An enquiry should have been natural 
(see Bhopal) but it hasn't yet been ordered. 
The presumption is that the findings would 
be thorny for the government and the ruling 
party which have their eyes cocked towards 
the elections. 

Meanwhile relaiinnships between Sikhs 
and Hindus have turned to one of unspoken 
reserve. Far too many thinly-veiled ethnic 
remarks are now heard. Sikh children in 
Delhi schools arc asking for transfers away 
from the city. Sikh property ison the market 
for sale and even if a recent esTimece 
i ISO,000) is an exaggeration, some Delhi 
Sikhs have definMoly migrated to the Pun¬ 
jab 

Public interest litigation lawyers hope 
that they can convince the courts that there 
isu case for invvsrjgation and get directions 
from the court to the government. At least 
three petitions have been put before the 
Delhi High Court. One on behalf of the 
Nagrik Ekta Manch sought the recognition 
of refugee camps which the government was 
Ignoring. The court ordered the recognition. 
Another, filed by a journalist, wanted the 
proseciitton of some policemen allegedly 
neglecting (heir dutiev The third, moved on 
behalf of the People's Union for Civil Liber¬ 
ties and the People’s Union for Democratic 
Rights carries (he names mentioned in the 
PUCL PUDR report Who Are The Guilty. 
The list has been expanded (and the areas 
covered) and prosecution soiight of those 
named. 

Actually the primo faae case is sound. The 
people at the top swithered over calling in 
the army and declaring a curfew. For the 
first two days the curfew was nominal and 
the violence careenud on. The lieutenant 
governor (then Gavai) declared that he 
thought refugee camps would not be re¬ 
quired! The home secretary (then Wall) gave 
figures of casualties that were absurd (like 5 
on the first day). Police vrere not juat absent, 
in places they joined in the arson and loot. 
Poinrers show that the wrecking, looting and 
killing were not spontaneous but organised 
and some Congress!I) 'leaders' from tbe 
under-side of politics seemed to have had a 
guiding role. 

The evidencq for all this will have to be 
wormed nut of wiineaaes who stUl fear for 
the^ lives and llvalihood. But it can ba dene. 
Aj the government teems coy abool appoint- 


Civil Rights in a Democracy 



l( one looks at 
Ihe range of 
Investigalive 
journalism done 
by the American, 
British, 
Japanese, as 
well as a number 
of Indian 
instances, it is 
clear that 
tton-otticial 
enquiries can 
ferret out a great 
dealol 
information. 
There would be 
little charm In a 
democracy It 
they didn't. 


ing a commission into the riots (Mr Justice 
lliakkar is tu enquire, in camera, into the 
assassination. Mr Anand Ram into the ques¬ 
tion of the police and the security of VlPsi 
seven good men and true have started an 
inquuy themselves. The chairman is K.M. 
Sikn. former Chief Justice of India, ond the 
others are Air Chief ^farshal Aijan Kingii. 
Jajeshwar Dayal, Covind Karain, Badruddin 
Tyabji. S. Srimvasavaradan and (lurbachan 
Singh. They have tuaried work at the Vishwa 
Yuvak Kendra, visiting the bliued areas and 
listening to whoever wants to speak to them. 
But (hey fear they will find the pinning of 
responsibility difficult without access to offi¬ 
cial papers. 

Nevenhelest they are surely on lo a worth¬ 
while inquest. If one looks at the range of 
investigative journalism done iiy the Amer¬ 
ican press (Watergate is only one example), 
the British (the thalidomide case und Kim 
Philby cases) and Japanese (Kakuei Tana¬ 
ka's finances) as well as a number of Indian 
instances in the last three yetr< (Kuo Oil. 
Dhirendra Brahmachari's affairs) it is clear 
(hat non-official enquiries can ferrei out a 
great deal of information. There would be 
little charm in a democracy if they didn't. 

In turning up clues from the reaciiuns of 
individual policemen, army officers, admt- 
mstratorv and citizens of Delhi, the press did 
an excellent job. Having just done a survey 
of the first seven days' coverage tn Delhi's 
English dailies, 1 am full of admiration The 
signal failure of judgment of the people at 
the (op. the delay in tamj)ing down the 
violence, the misplaced confidence that ev¬ 
erything would subside in a few days, the 
incompetence and worse of (he police and 
the failure of the telephones and hence uf 
the machinery uf seeking help, the doings of 
(he politicians, the overwhelming import¬ 
ance given to the lying-in-state of Mr» Ghti- 
dhi and the internationally attended funer¬ 
al—all these stand out in sharp relief. 

To depend exclusively on press accounts 
would, (rf course, be a mistake. Tapped out 
for next morning’s pajser, there are gener¬ 
alisations and perhaps even some errors 
crept in. It t$ for systematic enquiry to 
winnow and check t^m out. But the in¬ 
formation and the reactions reported are 
invaluable source material. It is the press, 
too. which reported the remarkable re¬ 
sponse of the ordinary public with relief 
articles like warm clothes, medicines and 
food and (he quite spiiutdid wutk dune by 

voluntary agencies kike the Nagrik Ekta 
Uaoch, especially by young people. 

What chances are there of the Supreme 
Court or the Delhi High Court taking an 
uocooveDtionil innovative and path- 
making line? Paradoxically a human situa¬ 
tion. the composition of a bench, is often the 
deciding factor-^nd the suture of tbe advo¬ 
cate arguing the iitife. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


ble vf poUiicd life. A year later she 
and her husband were manhandled 
at a public meeting. Bombayites 
raised funds to build a People's Jin- 
nah Memorial Hall to mark his 
rriumph over conservative elements 
in the Congress, Seat summer, they 
were m London. Diwan Chaman Lai 
recalled Jinnah's ''uninhibited 
laughter when telling a funny story" 
and Futtie^ vivavity. It was in Lon¬ 
don that their only child, Dina, was 
bom on 15 August, 1919. 

.linnah made friends with Lloyd 
George, Ramsay MacDjnald and 
Momogu but earned the haired of 
Willingdon, Chelmsford and the new 
governor of Bombay. George Lloyd 
who deKribed him as ''fair of speech 
and black of heart." 

Soon after the birtV of their child, 
the Jinnahs began to drift apart. This 
coincided with the emergence of 
Gandhi as the supreme leader and 
Jinnah s breach with the Congress. 
He began to resent Ruttie's brash 
ways: she would turn up in her 
husband's chambers improperly 
dressed At one meeting when .fin* 
nah was fighting an election from a 
purely Muslim constJtuency« Ruttie 
turned up with a tiffin basket and in 
front of everyone said: guess 

what 1 have brnughi you far lunch 11 
have brought you soma lovelv ham 
sandwiches.** Although .linnah 
oh.served no religious talxxis regard¬ 
ing food or drink, he was put utt hy 
ihts faux pas However, till 1425 
being Indian was more impuiiain to 
him than being Muslim. He told the 
Nawah of Mahmudabad: "My Hay, 
you are an Indian first and then a 
Muslim." 

Jinnah's total absorption in law 
and politics drove Ruttie to cultivate 
other interests. She began attending 
seances to communiCHte with the 
dead, wearing charms chat had been 
magnetised and started taking drugs. 
Instead ol confiding in her husband 
she began lo cunfide in his friend 
Kanji Dwarka Das. She admitted to 
him. "I don't profess any creed 
nor do I subscribe to a belief," Her 
health began to fail. SJie turned to 
Theosopny and called un Mrs Annie 
Besant. Mrs Besant wrote to Dwaika 
Da^ : "Don't you see unhappiness in 
her eyas? Look at her!" Ruttie was 
I hen 25, in the prime of her youth 
and hankering fur a full life; her 
husband was an ageing SO immersed 
in his work with no time for her The 
love that Ruttie could not get from 
her husband nor dared to get from 
other men, she got from her pets: aha 
kept numeroua cats end dogs, par' 
pered and nuraad them at her <r ' 
c^ldren. 


Jinnah's Love 
Life 


T he image of the Qaid as a cold. 

austere, single-minded lawyer 
politician has persisted largely lic- 
cause little is known of his emotional 
life. Stanley Wulperi, author of ATiiic 
Hours to Rama, the story <if Mahatma 
Gandhi’s assassination which was 
banned in India has nuw written 
Jinnah's biography, .//nnah of Pakh> 
tan {Oxford Univarsitv Press). It re¬ 
veals <juii« a lot of Jinnah's married 
life and the mess he made of it. 

In 191b when Jinnoh was 40 and 
generally acknowledged as the out* 
standing palitician of India and the 
symbol of Hindu-Munlim unity, he 
was invited by his client, friend and 
admirer. Sir Dinshaw Maneckjee 
Petit, to spend a few days with them 
in their chaceau in Darjeeling. The 
Petit's only child, Raianhai ur Ruttie. 
was then a vivacious and pretty girl 
of 1b. Jinnah and Ruttie fell in love. 
A lew months later, Jinnah asked Sir 
Petii what he thought of inter 
communal marriage.^. He expressed 
enthusiastic approval of such mar 
riages as a step towards national 
integration. Jinnah promptly asked 
for nis daughter's hand. And was as 
promptly turned down by the very 
irate Pars! baronet and forbidden to 
see RuTCie ever again. He did not 
know his sclf willed daughter nor his 
more self-willed von-in-law to be. 
Two years later when Ruttie came of 
age. she converted to Islam, took the 
name Mariam and married Jinnah on 
19 April. 191B in hi.c house South 
Court, Mount Pleasant Road. Bom¬ 
bay. Sir Dinshaw never saw his 
daughter again. The Jinnahs spent a 
short honeymoon in Naim Tal in the 
house of Nawab of Mahmudabad who 
hud earlier given the groom a wed* 


ding ri^ for his bride. 

Despite Jinnah being more than 
twice her age. Ruttie wa» very happy 
and enjoyed her husband's emi* 
nence. At the time the only Indians 
nf the same stature were Tilak. 
(•nkhale and Moti Lai Nehru. Gandhi 
had returned to India and was busy 
recruiting volunteers for the Red 
Crovs to serve with the British army 
Jinnah was the revolutionary and 
hero ul Indian youth and the only one 
who could give the English bare 
saAib.« as goi^ as he got from them. 
Soon after iheir honeymoon, the Jin* 
nahs were invited lo dinner by Wil¬ 
li ngdoii who was then governor of 
Homhay. Ruiiie turned up in a very 
low cut Parsian evening gown dis* 
playing much of her bosom. Lady 
Willingdon ordered one of her lack¬ 
eys to bring a "wrap lo cover up Mrs 
Jinnah,' Jinnah leapt up from his 
seat and snapped at his hostess: 
"When Mrs Jinnah feels cold, she 
will say so and ask fur a wrap her¬ 
self " llie two stormed out of Govern¬ 
ment House never to re-enter it till 
after the Willingdons had left. 

Ruttie enjoyed the rough and turn 
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OMEGA 


The Jinnahs went abroad together 
but only to keep up appearan*tes. In 
1928 when Rutne returned to Bom¬ 
bay. she did not go to her husband's 
home, South Court on Malabar Hill 
but rented a suite of rooms in the Taj 
Mahal Hotel When her husband 
came back from London, she was not 
there lo receive him. Thereafter they 
never slept under the same roof 
Ruttie's health declined rapidly. 
She was in Paris when her lempera 
ture shot up to 106 and was reported 
to be dying. Jinnah rushed to her 
bedside By the lime he got there, she 
had got over the crisis and soon after 
returned to Bombay ahead of her 
husband. Thereafter she was bed* 
ridden most of the time. Her only 
companions were Kanji Dwarka Das 
and her pets. Jmnah would drop in 
briefly in the evenings. The last 
words she <poke were to Kanji Dwar* 
ka Das: ''Look after my cats and 
don't give them away - Two days 
later she died on her 29th birthday 
Jinnah was in Delhi when his wife 
died in Bombay. Karji Dwarkadas 
met him at the railway station and 
told him that Ruitie had expressed 
her wish io bv cremated. Jinnah 
ignored the plea. Ruttie was buried 
with Muslim riles in a Muslim 
graveyard. ML. Chagla who wes pre¬ 
sent desLribes the scene. Jinnah 
maintairivd his reserve ilJl the body 
was lowered into the graveend as the 
closest relative he was asked to 
throw the first clod of earth on the 
corpse. Then suddenly he broke 
down, sobbed end wept like a child. 
"There were actually tears in his 
eyes. That was the only time when 1 
found jinnah betraying the shadow 
of human weakness ” 


When 

thousands Die 

W hen people die in the 
thousands, victims luse their 
personal identity. It was only a 
month after the event that 1 came to 
know that amongst the victims of the 
anti-Sikh riots in Delhi was an old 
friend of my Lahore days, Giatii 
Kuldip Smi^h <72) and his son Ravin 
dec (371. llivy lived in the Trans- 
Vemuna cohniy known as Shakkar- 
pur-^ppropristc name (or Kuldip*s 

locality as amuugbl his many other 
\sbits was to (lU his pockets with 

f ire stepping out of hii 
ive to street urchins: be 
9ile 5 hskkargai)^ (aegar 
Shaiefcarpur—sugar town, 
ih had dime many thinga 
worked for Reum The 
la/oik SamachMf tad 


taught joumalism before he retired 
to devote the remaining years of his 
life TO organising Punjabi litter¬ 
ateurs and providing amenities in his 
colony. He was much respected and 
loved by his neighbours. 

On the 151 of November the mob 
came for the aged Giani and his 
family. Hindu neighbours hid his 
women folk and childreo in their 
homes and padlocked his door from 
the outside. Ciani and his son de¬ 
cided to stay inside hoping their 
kindly neighbours would persuade 


KuMip Skieh 














“Sweelex helps me 
stay slim, it saves me 
2600 calories a week... 
without actually fasting.” 

Any doctor will tell you.overweighl is 
mostfy doo to ovorMling. And thus oxeess 
colom intake. Remember this simote 
ionrule S<x cups of tea a day equals 
twelve teiapoons of sugar. That's 
3S4 calories daily.* If you cut out 
sugar m tea end coffee alone, you can 
save up to 2600 cakxies a week 
without actually fasting. 

Replace sugar with Sweetex. Invisibly. 
EKortlessly. It doesn I give you licence to 
gorge. II isn't a magic formula. But it help^ 
you to cut out calories. It lends 
support to your calorte controlled diet. And 
helps you control youf weight. 

{• One rounded teaspoon of sugar« 32 calories) 





Sweetex 

SUGAR FREE SWEETENER 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 




Wanted: A Consensus 


The new 
government 
should settle the 
Assam and 
Punjab probtems 
because on this 
depends the 
future of India's 
polity. The 
people will not 
accept the 
dismemberment 
of the country. 


A ll th»c is said by leaders ol political 
parties during an election campaign 
is not to be taken seriously. But 
many things said during the present 
poll campaign have been unfortunate and 
should not have been said. The Congressd) 
has particularly erred more in this than the 
others. The party's advenisement blitz in 
the print media—the bill runs into several 
crores of rupee^were in bad taste; those 
who wrote the copy seem to have allowed 
words to creep in which are nut in good 
taste: for example, they have used hhangi to 
refer to a harijan and "taai driver" to 
suggest a Sikh. 

Still worse has been Rajiv Gandhi’s depic* 
tion of the opposition parties as forces 
threatening the country's unity and Imegri* 
ty. He has hlanied them for encouraging the 
eviremisrs in Hunjab and anti national 
forces in Kashmir and elsewhere, suggesting 
that there is no great difference between 
them and traitors. Tbese are observations 
n<ic worthy of a Prime Minister. Moreover, 
the Congress(l> is to blame for most of the 
problems facing the country. And at times 
one wondered why he had reduced the 
election tu a referendum on the Anandpur 
bahib resolution which, he erroneously, cqu* 
Hted with the demand for Khalisian. 

Leaders of (he other political parties may 
have been provoked to retaliate, but that 
ca n be no excuse for some of t he unfort u nai e 
remarks they have made. Bmh sides have 
given the impression that one is noi really to 
concede even an inch to the other. The result 
IS that an atmosphere of confrontation has 
developed. This cannot bur cause concern. 
For, from whichever angle one looks, the 
country has to have a consensus on major 
issues. Now that the poll is over, this exer 
CISC must begin 

The practice of narrowing differences by 
dialogue among political parties, which was 
an integral part of Nehru’s policies, was 
made meaniagless during Mrs Gandhi’s reg* 
ime. She did call opposition parties at times 
fnt a discussion and even associated them 
with the talks on Punjab and Assam. Bui 
these exercises always turned out to be part 
of her strategy to show that even the opposi> 
tion parties had no solution to offer or that 
(hey too were exasperated over the demands 
made. 

Seldom were they taken into confidence 
or given a role; the effort was to score points. 
Perhaps, the opposition parties had their 
views and did not want the ruling party to 
get Che credit for a settlement and so did not 
try to find one; perhaps, they were divided 
among chemselvas and found it more conve* 
nient to make the Coofressit) a scapegoat to 
be blamed for all the till of the country. 

But whoever is to blame, some kind oi 
toietharoesa on cackling certain probltmi 
has CO be developed for (he cmintry’i sake, 


One does not know from where to pick up 
the thread, but it has to be picked up; the 
warring posture that all the parties without 
exception have adopted cannot alone solve 
the problems that the nation faces. 

Take Punjab and Assam. In Punjab, the 
problem is not as intractable as the Congre^* 
8(1| has made it out tu be. In his pull 
speeches. Rajiv Gandhi has himself said that 
the territorial and water problems ore solv¬ 
able 'and these are the main issues. Ah 
regards the Anandpur Sahib resolution, 
which IS vague and at places ubjectionahle. 
It should not present any difficulty m 
reaching a settlemetic though ih« Prime 
Minister has said that it cannot even be 
considered. 

The Akalis have themselves gone on re* 
cord as having said ihet the Anandinir Snhib 
resolution should be referred to tiie tiurkiU ia 
Commission which is now lookinc mio cen- 
ire state relations. This is uiicxLeptionuble. 
In fact, it was Bwaran Singh. Mrs Gandhi’s 
emissary, who had made them agree to it. 
That was more than two years ago und 
Longowal has repeated this assurance m a 
tape recorded interview with me. 

A» regards Assam, it is the government 
that has gone back on its word. It announced 
time and again that the cut off year would be 
1971. that IS, ail those who had crossed into 
India from Bangladesh after that i>eriod 
would be deleted from (he electoral rolls 
and deported from Assam. The All Ass.im 
Students Union (AABU). which launched the 
agitation, did not agree to it at chat time, but 
is now willing to do so . Political parties have 
agreed tu this and the Election Commission 
too has endorsed the proposal to have a p<»U 
in the slates on the basis of (he 1971 
electoral rolls 

But now, the governmont of India has 
opted for the 1979 electoral rolls; in fact, rhe 
rolls are under revision. The CongressU) has 
done this with an eye on its voiebank 
comprising a majority which has come into 
India from Ban^adesh. 

The Assamese would feel alienated furth* 
er. And. the problem which now is near 
solution on the basis of the 1971 electoral 
rolls would again be reopened. Already New 
Delhi has divided the Assamese on commun* 
al and other lines. H.C. Sarin, now India’s 
high commissioner m Kathmandu, did 
enough harm while he was adviser to the 
Governor of Assam in the late Seventies. 

The new governmeitt should settle the 
Assam and Punjab problems because on this 
depends the future of India's polity. The 
people will canainly not accept the dis* 
memberment of the country, but if to keep 
the country together we have to accept an 
authoritarian government, the remedy 
would be worse than the diseata. It is only by 
conaeniua at this time that a way out can be 
ieufld. 






OPINION 


A Colossal Waste 


T he cover siory. The SeUing of 9 
Prime Mtimter (Siimhay, 9 De* 
cemberK made incereslinK reading;. 
The Cc»npre»N(l> is going ahead full 
steam in an effort to launch iis 
image buosiing exercises. And judg 
1 mg from the advercisemem cam¬ 
paigns, it appears that the Cungres 
s(|^ may walk away with a bulk of the 
votes in the elections. 

Sumit Mukherjve, Jewshedpur 

\ e J agree with the statement that 
; *'8tyl« makes the man and (he party.** 
I But. spending crores of rupees on 
advertisements that “may be a little 
too heavy for the breakfast" for (he 
people is a colossal waste. 

Sujit Chtmh, Cafcurra 

f • The artu le, It's Congressfl) Ttme. 
by Behula Chowdhury and Roma 
Ghosh, shows that Doordarshan has 
become a spokesman for the ruling 
party Should the Congrassd) win in 
(he ensuing elections. I feel that we 
should switch off our television sets. 
Aince most of the programmes well be 
, dull, being Cungressdi programmes. 

I A. Mirra, Delhi 

I • Question: **WjU your groceries list 
in the future include acid bulbs, iron 
rods, daggers^** My an<&wer: “No. 

' These have been always given (O us 
free of cost by politicians and (heir 
j parties. We have no evidence to 
I believe that this practice will be 
slopped, either now or in the future. 

I V. Dvrga Prasad. New Delhi 

i Perceptive 


M adhu Limaye’s analysis of (he 
Punjab insih (Communaf poh- 
I rjc.« o( the Akalh. 25 November! was 
' impressive und illuminating. But 
^ while referring TO the army operation 
in I he Golden Temple, (he author 
implies disapproval. Was it a rule by ’ 
force^ Can any government worth 
(he name toleiate conversion uF the 
holy Temple to a icirorist ba»e? 

P Stihiam;*ntam. Madurai 


Apt Analysis 

M .J.Akbar's Datefine (11 Novem¬ 
ber) was logical, schola.stic and 
thought-provoking. However, 1 do 
I not agree with him that the Delhi 
riots were masterminded by Hindu 
fanatics. Such a view is biased. 

gigendu Ghosh, diliguri (West 



A Heinous Act 

K hush want Singh's At the Receiv 
ing End (Gossip .sweet and sour. 
2S November—1 Ckcember) pained 
me. While no word\ can be sufficient 
(o condemn the gruesome assassina¬ 
tion of Mrs Indira Gandhi, it could be 
complacency on our part lo take the 
ensuing eruption of senseless vi^ 
lence and communal madness as a 
momentary and sudden outburst of 
emotion and grief over the grim 
tragedy The orgy of violence, loot 
and arson will have serious repercus 
sions. Though we have options avail 
able at (he moment, the time is npc 
for introspection l( will be helpful to 
us if we learn from our past mistakes 
and view matier> in their proper 
perspective. Communal politics hus 
come of age and a majority of us are 
passive spectators to communal inci¬ 
dents, We have been critical of the 
role of Sikh intellectuals vis-a-vis 
Operation Bluestai Now, let all intel¬ 
lectuals irrespective of caste, creed 
or community nsv to the occasion 
and rededicate themselves to the 
cause for which Mrs Gandhi made 
the supreme sacrifice. 

Abide iiarniuddin. Aligarh 

e For the first (ime Khiuhwant 
Singh has understood how the Jews 
felt in Nazi Germany and how Mus¬ 
lims must have felt in Bhiwandi and 
Moradahad. But how insecure the 
Hindus must have leU in Punjab 
before Operation bluestar ia not 
mentioned. What has Mr Singh done 
tor the Hindus killed by the Sikhs lad 
by Bhindranwale? 

Senresh Stnhe^ Berhampon (Wett 
Bengel) 


• Khushwant Singh's statement 
that “such things never happened 
during British rule” is ridiculous. It is 
surprising that a journalist should 
have such little knowledge of history 
or of the state-engineered communal 
riots of British days. Perhaps, this 
yearning for the British eaj and for 
“things phoran” explains why he 
preferred to take shelter in the 
Swedish Embassy than with his Hin¬ 
du friends- It is astounding that not a 
single Hindu friend of his was ready 
to help him, whereas in our locality, 
no Sikh was harmed because their 
Hindu neighbours protected them. 

What turned some Hindus away 
from Sikhs (1 am not talking of 
goondas, touts and political agents 
who were responsible for the kill¬ 
ings) was not (ha crime committed by 
(wo Sikhs but the irresjvi'islble state¬ 
ments made by (he so-called Sikh 
intellectuals who condoned (he mur¬ 
der of Hindus in Punjab, putting a 
temple above human lives and alleg¬ 
ing that only Punjabi Hindus helped 
the Sikhs during the recent tioti. 
This policy of creating a rift between 
communities is typical of British 
rule, of which Khushwant Singh is an 
avid admirer. His staiements to the 
BBC and (he local press smack of 
opportunism. 

Mrtdula Carg. New Delhi 

• A much deeper vision is expected 
of a writer like Khushwant Singh. 
However, his statements suggesting 
(bat the Sikhs were sheltered by only 
a particular section of the Hindus 
can be e<)uated with Gieni Kirpal 
Singh's denial of having issued a 
statement expressing gnet at Mrs 
Gandhi's massacre. 

It is clear that there are no Sikhs 
with rationale and vision in the Akali 
Dal or other Sikh organisations- 
Otherwise. how could they allow a 
murderer like Bhindranwale to 
occupy the Golden Temple? 

B. C. Biswas, Siiiguri (West Bengal) 
e Mr Khushwant Singh’s article, At 
the Receiving End had certain objec¬ 
tionable paragraphs. He claims that 
the Geanth Sahib was burnt by Hin¬ 
dus. That can never be the case 
because the Granth Sahib is also a 
holy hook for the Hindus, h he aware 
of the fact that many Hindus saved 
Sikh lives by biding them in their 
own houses? To compare the Sikhs 
wi^ the Jews in Nazi Germany is 
nonsense. AH Jews in Nazi-Germany 
were removed from important posts 
and treated as sub-humans. In India, 
many Sikhs occupy top positions and 
are given equal oppurtunities. 
Suftndra Prasad Tripe rhf. .S'e/rtra 
gJcAf, Uewiah 




OPINION 


Unreliable 


T h«re cannot any behaviour 
more condemnahle than con¬ 
spiracy against the country (The Cm- 
spiracy.lS Nuvemher-^l December}. 
The Delhi pulice. like other police¬ 
men all over the country, are to be 
blamed. 

Rujio Anhraf. Kanpur 

* Since independence, the police 
have lost all credibilitv. People today 
are certain that they can Uve peace 
fully and safely even without them as 
their presence in sensitive areas ere 
ates more problems. I do noi hesitate 
to say that a trained dnp squad would 
have served mure laithfuliy than 
Satwant Sintih and Beant Sicifth. 

A.A Atvu AUtmi’h 


Praiseworthy 

M iidhu JuiiTs iirticle, Sikhs* Still 
Refuuei-^ i2S November 1984} 
was praiveworthy. The wave of vio- 
knee ha< ended and it is time for us 
tn come forward and heal the 
wounds. Compensations should be 
Riven without delay. 

IWopra. Kohima 


I Q The Good Samaritans (2 DecciQ' 
ber), Tushar Bhatt preseuts an in* 
teresting picture of SEWA, a unique 
organisation for improving tba condi* 
tions of women. SEWA sets an exam* 
pie not only for the Gandhiena but 
also for iha non-Gandhians. Undor 


} JP's Only Mistake 


K uldip Nayar in his column. A 
Comm/vsioii Am* Reveiifit (Bxcla- 
si¥e. 2—8 December 19841 has right¬ 
ly asserted that the Kudal Commis¬ 
sion has been appuinied to undo all 
that Jayapraka^h Narain did JP. 
who is widelv respected all over the 
country, committed only one mistake 
in his life* the formation of the 
Janata Party. It is only due to this 
that the ruling party is trying Us best 
(o undo what he did. The Kudal 
Commission's area of Iruiuiry and 
terms of reference should be w^de• 
ned to go into the irregularities of all 
the government depariments and 
project N. 

S.C Maihur, Agra 


Informative 

T he covet story. Heady. .Steady, 
Co... (2—8 D^ember 1984) by 
Sbubhabrata Bbattacharya was very 
informative. Only the OmKrc>s(li is 
ready and steady to face the coming 
elections, though iiow successful t^e 
party will be is questionable. 

V.N. Naravanaswamy. iWadras 


the able leadership of Ela Bhatt. 
SEWA will add a new dimension to 
the concept of womanhood. Its long¬ 
term programmes wUi be fruitful, 
provided they are not politicised. 
Karfikeswar Bebara. Keoajhar 
(Orissa) 


f^pocnUcal 


I n his article. / am Ashamed Today ; 

(U November), the veteran jour¬ 
nalist. Kuldip Nayar. bravely ; 
announces that he is ashamed of 
being an Indian. It is no doubt a ^vai : 
thought by a great man in the wake , 
of Mrs Gandhi's assassination and ' 
the communal flare-up that followed. 

The point is: Has Mr Nayar )us( 
woken up after a long slumber, like 
(he legendary Rip Van Winkle, to 
find himself "ashamed today"? Since 
1947 there have l>een mass killings in 
India on some pretext or the other. 
The worst killings in recent history > 
took place In Assam in early 1983 
when about five thousand innocent 
pMple were butchered. Mr Nayar 
did nor find sufficient reasons to be 
"ashamed uf being an Indian** then. 
Did he not feel any concern for the 
thousands killed and hundreds of 
thousands rendered homeless in ' 
Assam? Did he not feel the same way f 
when hundreds were killed in Tri- ^ 
pura? Why these double standards? ; 
This is most sickening, especially 
when it comes from senior journal¬ 
ists of national repute who ere sup¬ 
posed to be builders of healthy pub* , 
he upinioii. This is not only duplicity, 
but also hypocrisy and smacks of : 
communalism. It n expected that 
responsible jicople should b« more 
consistent in their approach and 
more so while they write for public , 
consumption. 

Indrajit Gupta. Cuwahati 


Revealing 


M . J. A k bar's essay, Heligwn. Life 
and Death II November) was 
highly revealing. In India, politics is ■ 
very much eniwmed with religion ! 
Unfortunately, today, religion is di- • 
viding the people instead uf acting as 
a cementing force. As Marx rightly - 
said, it has become the opium of the ! 
masses. Mrs Gandhi was murdered ' 
simply because she wanted to protect [ 
religion. In a country like the United 
States, whete Christians form 88 per 
cent of the population, the Supreme 
Court held that children should nut 
be compelled to participate in Christ* 
ian prayer meetings. In India, soon [ 
after indepenuence, the Constituent 
Assembly advoceted a total ban on 
political parties formed on commun¬ 
al lines, but nothing has been done to 
that effect. With religious extremism 
assuming abnormal proportions, it is 
high time that communal parties 
were banned. 

Thomas Katty. ifydarabad 


Unique Organisation 



SEW A womvn at work 


iWiit SD oneow 
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How five men have been striving/or/iveyears to 
become Prime Minister 


BABU JAGJIVAN RAM 




F or B«bu Jagjivvn Ram. the senior- 
most parliamentarian in the country, 
the quest for prime ministership has 
been a two decade-long dream. He 
almost made it to the coveted office in 
March 1977 and again in July 1979, but on 
both occasions there was the ironical slip 
between the cup and the lip. Babuji is now 
76 years old, but his name has again cropped 
up as a prime ministerial probable, albeit 
hypoibeticaily. The chairman of West Ben¬ 
gal's ruling Left Front and CPKM) leader, 
Saroj Mukherjee, has gone on record recant- 
ly saying that if a coalition govemtnent it 
formed at the centre, he would jeefer Babu 
Jagjivan Ram as the Prime Minister 
Whether a coalition is likely at the centre in 
the immediate future is debatable. Equally 
debatable is the CPI(M) leader's contention 
that Babu Jagjivan Ram would be accept¬ 
able to many. However, when a national 
party like tlU CPRMX which is a major 
oppotidon force, makes a commitment, it 
cannot be taken lightly. 

Babu Ja^ivan ^m's quest for prime 
ministership began io 1964. After the death 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. Babu Jagjivan Ram, 
who had quit his ministerial post a year ago 
under the Kamaraj plan, became a serious 
contender for prime ministership along with 
Morarji Desai. Babuji bad been a cabinet 
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minister et the centre since 1946. He was 
elected to the Central Legislative Assembly 
in 1946 and by virtue of the election became 
a member of the Constituent Assembly. 
Between 1950 and 1952, after the Constl- 
tucni Assembly had finished m work, be 
was a member of the provisions) Parliament 
and has been elected to the Lok Sabha 
without break since 1952. (Only the Revolu¬ 
tionary Socialist Party leader, Trldlb 
Choudhury, can match Babuji's unbeaten 
record in the Lok Sabha.) The candidatures 
[ of both Babuji and Morarjibhai were 
opposed by the powerful syndicate in the 
I Congress They preferred Lai Bahadur Shas* 
, tri. (The syndicate, which was dislodged 
from its predominant position in the party 
' by Mrs Gandhi following the 1969 split, had 
as its important members K. Kemaraj, the 
then AJCC president, S.K. Peril, Neelam 
Sanjeeva Reddy, Atulya Ghosh and Chandra 
Uianu Gupta.) Such was the imponance of 
Babuji's bid for prime ministership in 1964 
that the day Lai khadur Shastri was elected 
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party, 
he went to Babuji's residence at 6, Hastings 
Road (now called Krishna Menon Marg) at 
8.20 am and accompanied Babuji to Parlia* 
mem House, where the leader was to be 
elected. As per the party's wishes, Morarji 
Desai proposed Lai Bahadur Shastri's name 
and Babuji seconded it. Thus ended his first 
quest for prime ministership. 

Babu Jagjivan Ram first became a minis¬ 
ter in 1937. He was made a parliamentary 
secretary in Bibar that year. He had been 
nominated to the Bihar Legislative Council a 
year earlier. Between 1937 and 1946, he was 
a member of the Bihar Legislative Assembly. 
Thereafter he shifted to elective posts in 
Delhi. He joined Nehru^s cabinet in 1946 as 
the labour minister, a post he held till 19S2. 
Between 1952 and 1956 he was the com¬ 
munications minister (the ministry then con¬ 
trolled the railways and the transport de- 
partmeats). He was the transport and rail¬ 
ways miiuster In 1956-57 and when the 
railway ministry was first formed, he be¬ 
came tht minister (1957 to 1962). In 1962-63. 
be was the transport and communications 
minister, rill he was dropped under the 
Kamaraj plen. Prime Minister Shastri did 
rtot make him a minister. 

When Shastri died in January 1966, along 
with Morarji DasaL Bab^i ma^ bis Mcona 
bid for prime minittanhlp. though he real- 
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A scrolls lobby of senior MKs was also 
actively workins for Babujf He, howevet, 
chose 10 aainiain a low jwofUe While the 
lobbying for an ''Interim PM** (chere is no 
such provision in the Constitution of India 
which says. "There shall be a council of 
minisiers headed by the Prime Minister*') 
went on. Babuji kepi on reassuring Mrs 
Candhi. "Unless Mrs Gandhi herself wants 
Co resign, there is no claim from my side.” 
was Babuji's line Ultimately the laws were 
amended. The PM was put above the pur* 
view vi the courts. The Emergency was 
imposed on 26 June 197S, a fortnight after 
the Allahabad judgement. In retrospecc, 
Babu Jagjivan Ram's political maturity paid 
him dividends. Though be was close to 
Jayaprakash Nanyan. he did not protest 


ised his Jack of support soon enough and did 
not f^t a losing Iwtcle against Indira Gan* 
dhi like Morarji Desai did. While the syndi- 
cate had supported Lai Bahadur Shastri in 
1964. this time the leading role in making 
Indira Gandhi the Prime Minister was play* 
ed by D.P. Mishra, the then chief minister ^ 
Madhya Pradesh. Mishra rallied as many as 
14 chief ministers to Mrs Gandhi's side. The 
■radicate fell in Une and Babu Jagjivan Ram 
also supported her. 

In 1966, Mrs Gandhi rehabilitated Babuji 
in the cebinet. He was ^ven the labour, 
employment and rehabilitation portfolios. 
After the 1967 elections, be was given the 
ministry of food and agriculture and after 
the 1969 split he held additional charge of 
the labour, employment and rehabilitation 
portfolio. Between 1970 and 1974, he was 
the defence minister and along with Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi shared the laurels 
for rhe 1971 Bangladesh victory. 

At the rime of rhe 1969 Congress split, 
Babuji supported Mrs Gandhi. So crucial 
was his support that when the Congress 
(ReQuisitionist), the party of Mrs Gandhi, 
held its plenary at Bombay in 1969, Babuji 
was made to preside over the historic session 
and was elected the Congress president at 
Bombay. For two years, amidst controversy 
regarding dual posts, he was both the perty 
president and a cabinet minister. In 1971 he. 
as the Congress president, led the party to 
the massive Luk Sahha victory which 
ushered in the golden period of Indira 
Gandhi's regime. 

A fter the 1971 victory. Mrs Candhi real* 
ised the threat which could be posed to 
her if Babu Jagjivan Ram continued to hold 
dual posts 0 . party chief and a cabinet 
minister. Taking advantage of the hue and 
cry over the dual posts held by him. he was 
eased out of the ingress presidentship. In 
1974. he was divested of the defence pan- 
folio and assigned the ministry of food and 
agriculture instead. While he was the food 
and agriculture minister, the crisis of 12 
June 1975 shook the country. Mrs Gandhi 
had been unseated from the Lok Sabha by a 
verdict of (he Allahabad High Court. The 
news of the veidict was flashed on the 
United News of India (UNI) teleprinter at 
Babuji's residence at two minutes past ten 
(hat morning. By 1010 am Babu Jagjivan 
Ram had reach^ 1 Safdarjung Road and 
extended support to Mrs Gandhi at her hour 
of crisis. He remained with her till around 
one in the afternoon and then returned 
home. Ministers then had not become totally 
sul^rvient to the high command as they are 
now. Aft in the case of the 1966 svritchover, 
some chi^ ministers tried to play a rule ia 
June 197S as well. Maharashtra chief minis¬ 
ter V.P. Htik, S.C. Shukla of Madhya 
Pradesh and Hemvaci Nandan Bahuguna of 
Uttar Pradesh had reached Babuji's resi¬ 
dence ^ the afternoon that day and they 
pleaded with him to become Prime Minister 
for the '‘inccriAS* period, till Mrs Gandhi's 
appeal tn the Suprema ^urt was dispae e d 


Such was the 
importance of 
Babuji’s bid for 
prime 

ministership in 
1964 that the 
day Lai 
Bahadur 
Shastri was 
elected louder 
of the Congress 
Parliamentary 
Party, he went 
to Babuji’s 
residence and 
accompanied 
Babuji to 
Parliament 
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to be elected. 
As per the 
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and Babuji 
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Thus ended his 
first quest for 
prime 

ministership. 


lUfli: pertitfScd by tlw JomI* oM* 


when Emergency was proclaimed. When 
ParUament reassembled for (he monsoon 
session in August 197S (with most oppositiun 
leaders in jails) Babu Jagjivan Ram moved 
the resolution endorsing ibe presidential 
proclamatioD of 26 Junv 1975. 

After (he elections were declared on 20 
January 1977, Babuji pleaded with Mrs 
Gendhi to lift the Emergency. His rela- 
rionship with Mrs Candhi had always been 
cordial. Mrs Gandhi, in fact, used to take 
more care of Babuji than any other political 
colleague. For example, in every meeting of 
(he pany's high conunand where as per 
Congress custom members sat cross-legged 
on the floor, Mra Gandhi used to ensure that 
a chair was brought for Babu Jagjivan Ram. 
In the eariy Fift^ while he was on his way 
to Genera. Babuji's aircraft crashed and he 
fraaured a leg Since then ha has difficulty 
in titdog on the floor. 

When tbe Congreai Parliamentary Board 
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mot on (he morning of 2 KebruAry 1977 dt 1 
Akbiir Road, Mrs Gandhi Juukdd around fur 
ihe chair which was to be placed fur Babuji. 
Tho chair was (here, but it was empty. She 
usked her aide. R.K. Dhawan to telephone 

Rabun*'' resilience und ask him to come for 
tiu' mceiinj* Only the niKhi before the two 
li .ideiN hail met thou)»h ^buii had insisted 
fhiit iLc [^mcrpency he lifted, (here was no 
him ihai he was unhappy. When Dhdwan 
ti lepliuned 6, Krishna Menon Mars, he was 
lolil that Rabu}i would be reaching the 
meet ms .stmn. In faci, at that very moment 
Rjlmii's letter of rcrapnation was hems 
ivped At lU.iU am Bahuji's aide, O.P Arora. 
drove to 1 Akbai Road and handed over a 
Icttei addressed to the Prime Minister to 
K K. hhawan. Arora and Dhawait were 
toK^thvr m school. W*i(hou( opening the 
sealed lo((er. Phawan knew of its cumenis 
He lushed to Mrs Candhi and gave her the 
leiier There was dismav in ihe meeting 
('mild Bahuji be asked to rescind? Mrs 
f!.ncdhi was npsei. But hawks like Hanci Lai 
were of (he ripinion that the old man should 


be allowed to go. (It was Bans I Lai's stray 
statement that youth should be accomo¬ 
dated by denying tickets to old men like 
Babuji which had triggered off the process, 
which was later termed the “J'bomh.’*) After 
O.P. Arora reported back at 6. Krishna 
Menon Marg, Bahuji drove to Kashtrapati 
Bhavan, to brief President Kakhruddin Ah 
Ahmed about the developments. He had 
resigned both from the government and the 
pariv. At 11.45 am, while Babuji's car was 
leaving Rashtrapaii Bhavan. Mrs Candhi 
drove ju The twn leaders crossed each other 
on the ruad: neither stopped Bubuji, who 
had stood by Mrs Candhi since 1966, had 
opted out. That evening, along with two 
former chief ministers, H.N. Rahuguna of UP 
and Nandini Satpathv of Un^sa. Babuii laun¬ 
ched the Congress for Demucracy (CFD), u 
parfv which contested the 1977 polls on the 
Bhaiadya Lok Dal symbnl uhakra-ha/udhar. 
(he present Janata Party tn-.cniui. ’the 
formation of (heCPf? was the hrsi indication 
of how the Congress would fare m the 
elections. The events which unfolded in the 


Gandhi Was Supreme” 

Siddhtirfhu Shunkar Rap told Si'nimv* 


A fter the Allahabad High Court 
judgment which set aside Mn 
Gandhi's election, nobody elje in 
the Congress wanted to become the 
Prime Minister. Everybody wanted 
Mr^ Gandhi to continue as the 
Prime Minister. In fact, 1 remember 
we immediately issued a state* 
mem^there were 30 or 40 mem¬ 
bers of the working committee and 
the pariiamentary board including 
Jagjivan Ram. f^aran Singh and 
Pakhruddin All Ahmed^sayfng 
that Mrs Gaiidhi must continue aa 
the Prime Minister. When the judg¬ 
ment came over tale a. 1 was it 1. 
SHfdarjang Koad and the Prime 
Minister rook me tu bet dm mg 
roum and said, "Siddhartha. I 
must resign. This judgment is 
Hgiiinst mo." 1 cold her. “You must 
noi resign. There is no occasion for 
yuii to lestgn." 

Within mjnotes, another telex 
mvssuge came i mi mating that the 
juiigmom had been stayed by the 
sainv judge who had set aside her 
election. I told her: '*l'here ic no 
<|ucs(ion whatsoever of your step* 
piOB down We nhall noi have it. 
You must enntmue.*' Thereafter, 
K.C Pant and I prepared a vtate- 
meiu vining in the Prime .Minister's 
dinuig room The statement was 
signed liv all the leaders Nobody 
Ihmight for a second that somebody 
disc vhould replace her 


There was no question of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram making moves to be* 
come the PM. I think the people 
who hated Babuji tned to spread 
false propagande to make him look 
ridiculous. I do not think that Babu- 
jj inetl to become tbe Prime Minis¬ 
ter. As far as 1 remember, the only 
thing Babuji said was that if Mn 
Gandhi resigned on her own, she 
should not oomiaate a Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Babuii also aaid chat in case 
Mrs Gan& thought of resting, 
tbe neat Prime Mmisier or in this 
case, the acting Prime Minister 
til the Supreme Court appeal was 
decided, should be elected by the 
parliamentary party and oot be 
nominated by anybody. Perhi^, 
Babuji want^ to contest for the 
post of Prime Minister in case such 
a contest arose. However, wheiber 
*he wanted to contest or not, 1 can¬ 
not tell you. But be signed our 
statement unhcsiiatui^y. when 1 
along with V.V. Raju and C.M. 
Staphen took it to hU reddence. 

In such circumstances, tbe par¬ 
liamentary party could have autbo- 
riaed Mrs Gandhi co nominate her 
successor. Bubuji was not willing to 
accept that but was willing to 
accept Mrs Gandhi as Prime kfinii- 
ter. There vras certeinly bo qw- 
non of any race for prima miBis* 
lership. Thoud) Mn Oaodhi dn» 
ped Swaran Singb and tfou Skaak- 




ar Dikshit from bar cabinet after 
the dedaration of Emergency, 1 do 
nos rbink iheie were pointers to a 
power struule tn the Congress 
when Mrs Gandhi was the Prkne 
Minister, 1 was in the Congress 
then. I think Swarao Singh was 
made the chairman of some very 
important ctmmictee. In fact, whan 
Mrs Gandhi was the Prime Minie 
tar. until 1977. 1 was then m the 
CoR^ss Working CoRtfsittea and 
the niiiamentary Board mtdidtd 
not even have the faintest notion of 
a pvffv: tr^gle. tndum Gandhi was 
supreme and nobody questioned 
her auihonty, leade^ip aod wis* 
dom. In so far as the Allahabad 
judgment was concerned, there was 
no question of choosing anybody 
because Mrs Gandhi continued as 
Prime Minister. After her asats* 
sinacion, there was no Prime Minis' 
ter. IBe Parliamentary Board bad 
10 move tn thr q&icMsl possible 
time as the country could not re* 
main without a Prime Minuter. 1 
am not in the Congress and I do neC 
know what happened. Perhaps, be* 
esMoa to call a periMOsaorary p«c^ 
meeting irobld take tome time, dm 
Pvttamentary Board said chat Rt*' 
iiv Gandhi ahtwid bgcomt 
mme Ifijtiatar In anrirlpwitm dm 
ibeamRaaimiiary party would fifOy 
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days following 2 February 1977 can cer* 
tainly be attribuced, at (east partially to 
Babu Jag>ivan Ram. The formation of the 
CFD on 2 February was followed by a 
massive rally on the Boat Club lawns in the 
capital OR S February Mrs Gandhi's auni, 
Jttwaharlol Nehru's younger sister. Vijaylax- 
mi Pandit, joined ^buji in criticising the 
Emergency regime: the Janata wave had 
begun. 

B abuji made a serious bid for prime 
ministership after the defeat of Mrs 
Gandhi in the 197? elections. Had a ballot 
been held among the newly>elecied Janata 
MPs, Babu Jagjivan Ram would have polled 
mure votes than both Chaudhary Charan 
Singh and Morarji Desai (m that order). But 
history could not record the massive support 
enjoyed by him in March 1977 because not 
entirely democratic methods were used 
while selecting the first non Congress Prime 
Minister Initially. Chaudhary Charan Singh 
was not averse to anyone selected by the 
part V MPs. He was ill and had been admitted 
CO the Willingdon Hospital Hater renamed 
Dr Ram Manohar Lohia hos;))ta1). His group, 
the Bherariyu Lok Dal faction of (he Janata 
Party, had the maximum number of MPs. 
The Bombay lubby. which had seen in Kanti 
Drsai. the businessman son of Morvji Desai 
a good oily ever since Murarjibhai had come 
to Delhi as the commerce minister in the 
Piffles, worked overtime to ensure that 
I BabiijI’s massive support did not ensure him 
I the prime ministership. The Jana Sangh 
I fociiim (predecessor of the present Bliar- 
! utiya Janata Party) was supporting Babuji. A 
large section of the erstwhile Socialist Party 
members roo favoured him. And Bebuji had 
at his disposal the services of the astute 
political manipulator. H.N. Bahuguna. who 
had been Mrs Gandhi’s star-performer dur¬ 
ing the 1969 split. 

The decision, however, was not left te the 
party MPs but lo the wishes of the moving 
spirit behind the Janata Party, the late 
Jayaprakash Narayan. The ailing Sarvodaya 
leader was camping at the office of the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation (GPP) on Deen 
Dayal Upadhnya Marg in Delhi. Hie GPF 
secretary. Radh.'tkrishna, (he owner oi' the 
/ndxan Expnss chain of newspapers, Ram- 
nath Goenka, former Socialist Party leaders 
Madhu Limaye and Surendra Mohan and the 
Orissa stalwart Biju Painaik, were by the 
side of JP in his sickbed. The RSS leader. 
Nanaji Deshmukh* seemed to be [veseni 
everywhere. While Madhu Limaye (who was 
being relied upon heavily by JP) and Nanaji 
Deshmukh favoured a secret ballot, the rest 
were advocating a "consensus” or. in other 
wor^, favouring manipulations to a demo¬ 
cratic election. , 

On the night of 23 March 1977. Babuji 
hosted a dinner at his residence. Atal Behari 
Vajpayee. Nanaji Deshmukh, Biiu Patnaik. 
Madhu Limaye, Chandra Shekhar, H.N. 
Bahuguna, Madhu Dandavate, Chand Ram. 
Mohan Dharia, Mobaaimad Yunus Seleem. 
Ram Dban and Nandini Saepathy were the 


prominent invitees to this dinner which 
lasted till around midnight. The consensus 
among the distinguished diners at 6, Krishna 
MenoA Marg that night was that balloitinp 
was The best way to elect a leader. Babuji 
was reassured. He knew what the outcome of 
a voting in the Janata Parliameniary Panv 
could Im His quest for prime ministership 
seemed to be in its final, successful phase. 

A cheerful Babu JagJivan Ram drove to 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation at 8.49 am rm 
24 March 1977. Hte Janata PartyS MPs were 
to meet that day to elect the new leader. As 
he walked into (he GPF. many party MPb 
congratulated him, in anticipation of his 
impending election. Babuji had gone to the 
CPF to meet JP He was informed that JP 
was loo ill to meet him end instead Acherva 



J.B. Khpalani met him. Babuji and J.B. 
Kripalani never got along well. Babuji in. 
sisted on meeting JP. He was told that JP 
would meet him at Parliement House later 
that day. 

Raj (4arain, the man who had defeated 
Mrs Gandhi at Rae Bateili, had played a 
game (hat morning. He had gone to tbe 
sickbed of Charan Singh and got from him a 
letter for JP, in which the BLD faction's 
support was ensured for Morarji Desai. 
V^Uc JP personally did not favour Morarji 
Desai. he bad no option but to take into 
account the views ui (he leader of the 
predominant group in (he new ruling party. 
Secret ballot or open voting was given the go 
by 

Babuji returned borne from t)te GPF. Be* 
lore (be MPs fflei. .fP reached Perliement 
House. Re sat in the office of the erstwhOg 



Babujpg 
relationship 
with Mrs 
Gandhi had 
always been 
cordial. Mrs 
Gandhi, in fact, 
used (D take 
more care of 
Babuji than any 
other political 
colleague. In 
every meeting, 
for example, of 
the party's high 
command 
where as per 
Congress 
rustoiu 
members sat 
cross-legged on 
the floor, Mrs 
Gandhi used to 
ensure that a 
chair was 
brought for 
Babuji. 
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Cr>nisrex<(0)i whicrh was now turned into the 
Janata P«irharnentar> Party office. He tele 
phoned Babuii and a>ked him to come to 
Parljament House. Bibuji look sometime to 
le*ive home. By the time he reached Parlia* 
ment House, ii was too late. The decision, 
bast'd on ''consensus'* had been taken in 
Murar.ii Desai's favour. 

W hen the Janata Party split in July t979 
Babu>j. then a deputy Prime Minister 
<a post which was given to him and Charan 
Singh in January that year) asked Morar|i 
Desai to step down from the leadership ot 
the truncated Janata Party in Parliament. 
He wroie a letter to Morarji Desai. which 
reached the PM's house around ten at night. 
By then, Desai had gone to bed. United News 
of India had managed to get a copy oC the 
letter and it had l^n flashed on the wire 
service network that night. So, when Morarji 
Desai was given Babuji's lei ter the next 
morning, he had before him newspapers 
which carried the text of the letter, as 
reported by ONI In that letter, Babuji had 
sought Morarji Desai's clarification on some 
aspects of the government's functioning and 
said that unless he got specific repii^ it 
would be difficult for him to interject on the 
government's behalf in the rKKonfidence 
debate the next day. Morarji Desai refused 
to oblige Babuji. In the process, the Janata 
Party went out of power. Morarji Desai 
resigned from the prime ministership but for 
a while retained the leadership of the Jariata 
Parliamentary Party. Later, with the support 
uf party president Chandra Shekhar, Babuji 
becaine the JPP leader. 

When it became clear to President Neelan 
Sanjeeva Reddy that Charan Singh was not 
Jo a position to command a majority in the 
Lok Sabha despite the support extended to 
his party, the Janata (Secular), by the Con 
grass (Reddik predecessor to the present 
Congress(9>. he called Babuji and asked him 
if he could command a majority. The day the 
Lok Sabha was dissolved on 21 Augustf 1979. 
accnapanied hy Chendra Shekhar. Babuji 
wnnr to Rashtrapatl Bhavan. The Presk 


deni told him that he had 2 * h«>ur$ to prove 
his majority and becnme the Prime Minister. 
Babu|j agreed. His secretaries, O.P. Arora 
and Triveni Sahai. started getting signatures 
of most MPs on identical letters which had 
been prepared for the occasion. At 10.4S am 
that day Babuji met the President. At U.45 
am. when the prime ministeriul aspirant had 
just reached Parliament Huu<e lu supervise 
the operations in which he had manuged to 
gel the support of 245 Lok Sabha members, 
the radio announced the President's deci* 
Sion to dissolve the Lok Sabha. Charan Singh 
continued as the interim Prime Minister 
with the support of the Congr«ss(l). Babu 
Jagjivan Rain's lasi serious bid for prime 
ministership was foiled. 

When the Janata Parry was routed in the 
1990 Lok Sabha elections. Babuji was the 
parliamentary leader. He parted company 
with Chandra Skakhar's party within a fort* 
night ot the election debacle, he initially 
joined the Congress(R) and later formed his 
own pany. the Congress (Jagjivan Ram). He 
contested the recent Luk Sabha polls as the 
president of his own party, named after him. 
The Congress(J) is reckoned as a force in 
pans of UP and Bihar. In coalition politics, 
the CongressfJ) could play a role if the 
ruling combination requires less than ten 
seats to form a government. One does not 
know if the CPI(M) leader Saroj Mukher* 
jee's fancy for Babuji can make him the PM. 
But one thing is certain! If at any stage 
Babuji were to become the PM, be would get 
overwhelming support from thb bureaucra* 
cy, Rven at the height ot the Janata crisis 
days, when he toured the length and breadth 
of the country foi panywork, fUes in the 
defence minis^ did not pile up. And, the 
remarkable thing was that Babuji disposed 
oi the files in his own handwriting: the neat 
notes written in good English ai^ red ink 
are popular with the bureacucrats who run 
this country. Babuji knew too well as a 
minister that a handwritten note' from the 
minister ensures that the bureaucracy does 
not take things for granted, Babuji outside 
the government certainly Is a loss for the 
admicustratioa. 
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HOW can you tell me to go back 
IB ^^^|and work for Morarji De&ai, 
when the nation wants me to be 
I I Prime Mimster?” Cbaudhary 
Charan Singh triumphantly asked his wife 
Gayatri Devi, in August 1978, while nursing 
his illness and a few grievances. He bad 
parted company with the Janata govern* 
ment heeded hy Morarji De&ai (his critics 
called it defection) and had just welcomed a 
journalist who told him something which 
pleased him no end. The taxi driver who 
took the journalist to the Jat leader’s house 
refused to accept any money: how could he 
take money from somebody who wa> going 
to see the only ki$9n loader India had 
Morenver. the driver said that he would go 
to the Banglu Sahih gurudwara and pray that 
the loader of the k/sans would soon become 
Prime Minister Charan Singh was very keen 
to have the story repeated to his wife who. 

C erhaps, did not then believe that her bus- 
and could be Prime Minister one day. 
Charan Singh has never stopped dreaming 
of becoming e Prime Minister ever since, not 
even after the shortlived rule of six months 
when he finally sat on the much sought after 

E rime ministerial geddi propped up for him 
y Sunjey Cendhi, from July 1977 to the end 
of char year. He did not even have the 
honour of attending a session of Parharaent 
as Prime Mimster. 

The jat leader has always been in search 
of an ally in his quest for prime ministership 
over the years Although he has a mass base, 
it is a portable one which travels with him 
from party to party. Actually, all he really 
dues is to change the name of his party. 

In this complicated quest, added to the 
usual additionandsubstraction of caste votes 
which Charan Singh is so fond of carrying 
out, he was willing to consort with anyone, 
even the devils of the past. Thus, in 1983 he 
formed the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) along with the BJP. conveniently 
forgetting the fact that he himself had made 
it a point to demonstrate his aversion for the 
BJP. He had wanted tne former Jaoa Sa/igh 
constituent out of the Jaoata Party on the 
issue of dual membership and he broke away 
from the Janata Party on this issue. The jat 
leader who has not slipped up on his caste 
arithmetic had conclude that his followers 
along with the BJP’s would make a winning 
combination. When this combination proved 
to be still born, the Chaudhary began to 
covet other pastures. 

The opposition unity efforts in 1984. in 
fact, turned out to be the longest pcUtical 
serial of the country. The story is still not 
over, with many cumoonents in the opposi¬ 
tion to Dnng out 

their trump cards and begin the bargaining. 
The Chaudhary continues to be looked upon 
with suspicion till today. The most blatant, 
of course, was the remark of the vice* 
president of the BJP. Ram Jeihmalaoi, in 
^pur this August; “If this ige^ leader 





(haroaSkighweiiJP 

who is unable to stay awake after eight pm 
decides to retire from politics, opposition 
unity can be achieved in a mattter of mi* 
flutes..." 

The BJP president. A B. Vajpayee had to 
apologise for Mr Jethmalani's remarks, even 
though he must have ennsidared the NDA en 
unholy alliance of sort^ Much as many 
opposition leaders may dislike Charm 
Singh, they laniiot do without his votes The 
farmer’s man has consolidated his base 
among the peasantry, “other backward 
castes" and artisans and extended his fief* 
dom beyond Vttar Pradesh to Bihar, 
Haryana and parts of Rajasthan, In this 
move to extend his base. Charan Smgh had 
to consort with KN. Bahuguna whom he 
once described as a KGB agent. Thus on 21 
October 1964, the Dalit Matdoor Kisan Party 
was born, with Mr Bahuguna as the DMKP 
spokesman. 

The return of Devi 1^1. Karpoori Thakur 
and Kurnbharam Arya to the DMKP was 
desenbed as an act of “political piracy" by 
the Janata Party. Until then, there had been 
frantic efforts for a merger of the United 
Front and the Lok Dal. The elusive unity 
among the opposition parties was almost 
achieved many a time, but Charan Singh 
wanted complete control over the distribu¬ 
tion of tickets for the 1984 election. He did 
not want to share that election duty with 
United Front chairman, Chandra Shekhar. 

Bui. of course, the Chaudhary stands out. 
He has never contested a tok Sabha election 
from the same party. After he left the 
Congrexs and formed the Bharatiya Kraoti 
left aJortg with 17 of his followers— 
he contested the 1%7 eleaions. (In fact, in 
the 1967 UP byelectlcms. the BKD won 93 of 
the 42S UP Asaembly seats.) In 1974, be 
contested as a member of the Bharatiya Lok 
Dal. In 1977. it was the Janata Party. In 1980. 
the Lok Dti and in 1984 the famous DMKP. 
The party remaini rha same, as dues iu 
leader, his politics and hii ambitions. Only 
the name changes, and what, after all, is 
there in a name? 
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ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE 

“it shall be an Qbje<ure of Jana Sangh 
poiidts to end the separation of India and 
Pakistan and to bring the two together..'* 
—NsHonal policy ^laiemeni in the petty 
documents of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 
19S1. 

"Jana Sangh is not prepared to recognise 
English and or Urdu as fndraxi languages. It 
will take steps to remove Urdu from the list 
of languages recognised in the ConstitU' 
tion..." 

~Prom Bharatiya Jana Sangh party man* 
ifesto, 19f»4. 

R ]$78, when Aral Behari Vajpayee, the 
then foreign miiMster, dexfil^d the 
Simla Pact as a “bedrock of Indo* 
Pakistan relations** at a press confer* 
ence in Islamabad, a Pakistani lournahst 
had then questioned him on how he who had 
led a “torchlight procession to Delhi" to 
protest against the Pact could make such a 
statement. The foreign minister, never at a 
loss for words, had replied: “That was the 
stand of the Jana Sangh. which is dead now. 
I belong to the Janata Party, which has a 
different policy..." 

Not only had the former Jana Sanghi {he 
took over as the president of the party after 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya was murder^ in a 
tram in February IMS i proved that he was a 
statesman, he also showed that he had come 
a long way from being a proponent of 
Akhand Bharat, and more important still, 
was a possible contender for the prime 
ministerial gaddi one day. A.B. Vajpayee, 
unlike some opposition leaders has never 
made a direct bid for prime ministership. He 
stood apart while the struggle lor the kursi 
cook place in 1979. It is only gfter the 
reincarnation of the Jana Sangh (which was 
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Alai Behari Vajpayee wHb Cite 7.1 b 


dissolved when the Janata Party was bom) 
into the Bharatiya Janata Party—BJP—in 
April 19B0. that the grooming of its presi* 
dent as well as the parry as a “national 
alternative" to Indira Gandhi and the Con* 
gressft). respectively began. 

The turning point was the first BJP nation* 
al convention, held in Bombay In December 
that year. In his presidential address, Mr 
Vajpayee made a significant departure from 
the previously-held party line: the BJP, he 
said “has accepted the concept of Gandhian 
socielism after due deliberation." The BJP, 
he promised, would “mobilise irself* to have 
Gandhian socialism accepted as a **third 
aJiemative ' since communism and capital* 
ism. Che twin brothers, were both decaying. 
Gandhian vocialism was then to take the BJP 
down this third path which would transform 
the party, limited thus far to the northern 
Hindi belt, to Hindus and in the urban 
population. 

In Its efforts to become brvaJ-toased, the 
BJP began a thrust southwards, beyond the 
Virtdhyas. The party took in more Muslims 
(in Delhi the BJP had five Muslims in the 
civic bodies compared to Con grass-Ts twoj 
and It has also rapidly shed its conservatism 
and stretched Us umbilical links with the 
RSb to a near breaking point. 

During the BJP national convention held 
in Cochin. Kerala, in April 1 Ml (the conven¬ 
tion was held in the south to demonstrate Its 
alMndia character), Mr Vajpayee reiterated 
that the BJP was no longer a party of the 
north. He also said (hat although Hindi was 
good as a link language, (he south could 
retain English for as long as it wanted. A far 
cry indeed from 19S4. It was at this conven* 
tion chat Mr Vajpayee advocated the three- 
language policy. And, most important, BJP 
leaders, including the party president de* 
dared emphatically that their party did not 
take “dictations** trom the KS5. which was a 
“social and cultural organisation." 

The BJP also passed a strong resolution to 
“incegrate harijans into the main body of the 
country.** To demonstrate how it had now 
spread its base to include the interests of 
nunonties. the BJP leaders stressed the 
point that Muslim merchants had also contri* 
buted to the holding of the national session 
in Cochin. 

This apparently acceptable face, that the 
BJP is (rying to put forward was in full 
evidence at the national study camp hold in 
Vrindavao in Soptember 1981 where the 
strategy to enable the BJP to “share** powei 
after the next general elections was out 
Bned. By 1981. the BJP had grown confideoi 
of its grmng clout In national politics. 

The Vrindavan document defined the BJP 
as a “national alternative party" in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan. Himachal Pradesh and 
Delhi, the “number two party** in Gujarat," 
a "major force" in Maharashtra and a “com* 
pkemenury pai^" in Haryana, Kashmir and 
nnjab. In Punjab, the dwument admitudiit 
was lagging behind, althou^ there wae a 
“fund w goodwill" for It in Aisem. U wei 
nowhere, said the document, in Orissa and In 
West Bengal 
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^ I'.vvr Khi‘ CPJ(Mi In ix% purvy Contr($$ in 
ViuivawufJii reveuled ThH( it wa$ not vver^ 
' rn inLlmiiOK thv BJP in it« omi Conitre^Xl) 
(hj jM. Th(» B,|H Wiisdficr ail ^meriting asiha 
i <mlv pjiiv whivh had a charismatic leadvr. 
j w<h(» t ould challenge Mia Gandhi, a growmp 
I rhiiigiial following and a newly-found non 
I sectarian appeal. By 19B2. the Hip's party 
I metnt>ership had been expanded to 3.S mil* 
] ricici. a million more than in 1980. When, on 
\ 28 M d rc h 1982, Ar i f Beg, i hen BJ P secrela ry, 
' ahkI that his paity was trying to bring in 
' non-Hind us and to "spread the organisation 
I in the rural area^** and that there was a 
favourable response tu its initial overtures 
^ among the Muslims in the south and the 
Christians in Kerala, it was clear that the 
B.IP was attempting to increase its base 
niuiomillv. 

rhe 6J? could pat itseU on the back 
because ii had iii the almost 100 parliamen¬ 
tary and Assembly hyelectlons held since 
June 1980, gained mo Lok Sabha seats and 
as many Assembly seats. A.B. Vajpayee had 
been described by the eminent M.C. Chagla 
as the best foreign minister, and even the 
future Prime Minister. In Karnataka, the 
party increased its strength from 4 to 18 
seats, in Andhra Pradesh, it added one more 
scat tu its existing three. By 1983. however, 
the situation had changed. The balloon was 
first pricked after the BJP defeat in the 
Delhi civic elections held in Febiijary 1983. 
Mr Vajpayee resigned as party president, 
though he was reinstated a few days later. 
The BJP fared badly In the municrpal elec¬ 
tions in Madhya Pradesh and in Jammu. In 
fact, it was all but wiped out. By mid-1983, 
the euphoria of being the only "national 
altemative" (Vajpayee in Vrindavan had 
even said: **We are not powar hung^ but we 
want power to change the social struc* 
tore...") had evapuratad. A.B. Vajpayee then 

•IMMV » OwmOf irW-i IM5 


livgan lo talk al>uui a democratic 

front and elvcioral .idiMstnieniA wjih opiiosi- 
tion parties 

Thi» the hardlinviN within ihr BJP were 
reluciani lu accept for they lieheved ihai 
this would (iiriluT dilute the identity of the 
BJP. In fact. Ml Bnlr«*t| Madhi»k. president nf 
the Bharatiya Jana Saiigh made a call to all 
"genuine Jana SaiigliiN" to come back to the 
"Jan Sangh and ihv Bhagwe flag,.otherwise 
the BJP would fall heiween two sunth " 
i Mr Madhok might in the end prove l<i be 
I ri|J)t. The more universallv acceptable face 
j of the BJP wav not viilr enough or convincing 
j enough for the minoi uies. Mocenver. the 
I Congressill had taken some of the thunder 
out of the BjP in its increasingly pru-limdu 
postures lespecially In Jammu and Kashmir 
in 1983 and in Puniab in aiid l984l. Nor was 
this new* image acceptable to the party 
hardliners. Rut the downward turn had be¬ 
gun. On 6 August 198.3 the National Demo¬ 
cratic Alliance was formed between the BJP 
and Mr Churan Singh's Lok Dal. The two 
parties would sit as one block m Parliament 
and in the .state legislatuies 

But Mr Charan Singh has never been a 
dependable ally. And so, whde the BJP was 
holding ils national council in Bombay in 
October this year. Mr Charan Smgh 
announced the formation of yet another 
party, the Dalit Maxdoor Kisan Party. Mr 
Vajpayee unilaterally dissolved the NBA, 
but many dreams must have been shattered. 

At the dose of the hisitonc Bombay con¬ 
vention in 198U. Mr Vajpayee had said; 
"Standing on the shores of this ocean be¬ 
neath the Western Ghau, I can say with 
confidence about the future* darkness will 
be dispelled, the aun wiU rite, the lotus shall 
bloom." Today it is darlmeas at noon, the san 
looks as if it is setting and the lotus has 
begun to wilt. 
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been for (he feet (hat Menaka Gandhi was to 
turn 2S on 26 August 1961 and she would 
have become eligible to contest the Lok 
Sabha bj^Iections froio Amethi, Rajiv Gan< 
dhi would have remained reluccant to join 
politics. In effect, he entered politics not for 
his own sake, but for the sake of ensurinf; 
that Menaka Gandhi did not have a chance 
to contest Lok Sabha elections as soon a^ she 
turned 25. 

rhe even(s of the first week of May 1961 
are wnrth recalling. Mrs Gandhi was to go on 
a tour nf the Gulf. The Air India Boeing 707, 
MakalUiwhich was to fly her abroad was 
suddenly found to be sabntaRed a few days 
before the scheduled departure on S May. 
(Till today the MakaJu case has not been 
solved. No one has been convicted, though 
en masse some Air India employees in 
B<imbay lost their jobs aher the "saborage" 
was derected.) Mrs Gandhi i'leaded with 
Rajiv Gandhi to realise the threats to her 
life and to join politics so that stability could 
be ensured. Partymen also sang Hallelujahs 
in praise of dynastic politics. But the pilot* 
son uf Mrs Gandhi was unmoved In the 
meantime, the Prime Minister decided to Fly 
abroad not in an Air India aircraft but a 
Boeing 737 of the Indian Airlines. The re* 
liability of the Indian Airlines was thus 
established. Within a week of Mrs Gandhi's 
departure, on 11 May. while she was in the 
Gulf. Rajiv Gandhi entered puhtics. He 
contested the byelection at AmethI and 
trounced the opposition rival Sharad Yadav 
of the Lok Dal. In the June 1981 byelection, 
Rajiv Gandhi's performance was excellent. 
Shared Yadav was no ordinary carulidate. 
He had made history in 1974 by being (he 
first ever "Janata" candidate, who won o 
byelection from Jabalpur, wresting a tradi* 
tional Congress seat. He was a strong oppo* 
nent to d^eat but he had to forfeit his 
deposit. 

T he real test for Rajiv Gandhi will be after 
rhe elections. If he is able tu lead his 
party to a massive mandate, hy winning over 
350 Lok Sabha seats, than one cannot see 
any possibility of snyone stopping Rajiv 
Gandhi in the neat decade If, however, the 
mandate is not massive, things will be diffe* 
rent. Mrs Gandhi faced pressures from the 
powerful syndicate leaders in the undivided 
Congress after she failed tu get ovei 300 
seats in the 1967 elections. In her case, 
political experience made her utilise the 
debris of the Congress after the 1969 split 
and build up her charisma in such a way that 
today after her death her son. who is a 
novice In politics, has been accepted as the 
unquestionable leader by Congressmen. 
Partymen rallied around his mother for 
votes. Her vote*gettiRg ability made many 
parasites and less popular personalities, in 
addirioD to the powerful p^icicians in the 
Congress, surround her. Rajiv Gandhi too 
has been accepted as the leader because 
CoQgreasmen feal that he can get them 
votes. U he fails in this Mid test, then his 
probtema will begin. 

.Ibe. wey dckecs ware distributed in the 


R ajiv Gandhi's quest for prime minis* 
lership mu^i be (he envy of every 
politician in democratic countries. 
Tilin May 1981 he was reluctant ro 
come intu politics. And, on 31 October 1984, 
he became the Prime Minister of India. In no 
democracy ha& a politician made such rapid 
stride'^ In the highest executive office of the 
land. The 40 year old Rajiv Gandhi is not 
only the youngest ever Prime Minister of a 
major dvnuiciacy, but one of the few perso* 
nalities whose record in puUiical success is 
unp.iralleled A tragedy has put the mantle 
of (he government on his shoulders. It ha» to 
be seen how long the young shoulders can 
carry the responsibility, not only of the 
government hut also the pariy he leads. The 
ln’ginning huv not been impressive. Though 
(here were apprehensions ab(»ut Mrs Indira 
<Undhi as well when she first became the 
Prime Minister in l%6. this time the fears 
are great as there are too many disparities 
between (he personalities of Mrs Gandhi 
and her elder son. 


Haji' (*andhi«iih his nuillwral lhi*( ahiiltu plrnaf> 


Rajiv Gandhi cannot be a match for Mrs 
Gandhi due to a simple factor politics, while 
being (he art uf the possible, requires long 
commitment,and the understanding of the 
prohlem^ nf a great country like India is not 
an easy task. Mrs Gandhi was actively associ* 
ated with Jawaharlal Nehru's political life 
over the years. Neither nf her sons look a 
similar interest in her activities. Sanjay 
Gandhi jumped into politics when his un* 
savoury deals uf the Maruti Ltd was attack¬ 
ed on ihe riiMir of Parliament. Having been 
attacked poimcally. Sanjay Gandhi came 
into politics and (he phase of dynastic sue* 
cession in (lungress politics began. While his 
younger btuther was Ratting enmeshed in 
politics and emerging as the heir apparent 
to Mrs Gandhi. Rajiv Gandhi remained 
alunf. He never asserted his right as the 
elder son. Even when Banjay Gandhi died 
and Mrt Gandhi eagerly wanted Fbjiv fCan* 
dill lu join politics, he wavered. it not 
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Lok Sabha al«cciop& have kef( many wounds 
in the hearts of partymen. The arrogant 
behaviour of Arun Kumar Nehru, the power* 
(ul general secretary of the AICC(I). has 
made many puriymen disgruntled. These 
will surface in case the majority in the Lok 
Sabha is small Many personal ambitions 
will have to be aicommodaied if the party 
gets less than :UIO seats Assembly elections 
in major states are round (he corner. When 
tickets are distributed, either in March- 
April or in May. a lot of heat will be 
generated. The povsibility of a split in the ; 
party cannot be ruled out as a result of the 
dissensions which Ka)iv Gandhi will have to 
fjce on the eve of the Assembly polls. 

If he starts relying on political elements, 
both young and old. then things can be 
diffrreiit Mrs Gandhi allowed D.F Mi»hra, 

! H.N. Bahuguna and their likea to run the 
t paity apparatus in her initial days. She 
never slighted the elders. In the first days of 
the Ruiiv Gandhi regime, many elder states¬ 
men h.ive h«en hurl and their silence during 
1 he eki I tuns should nut be taken as a sign of 
Mii rendcr If (he apposition was not in its 
present statv of disarray, then a Jagjisan 
Kam-type move on the electiun-eve by »oin« I 
eldurv could have been possible. The 
tragedy nf Rajiv Gandhi is that he is sur¬ 
rounded by people who do not have much of 
a mass huse. Buta Singh cannot contest 
elect ions from hin home stare. P.V. Nara- 
simhn Kao has to seek a mandate from 
I MohHiashira. Franab Mukherjee, while 
: Pviiig a Rajya Sabha member, cannot repre- 
' sent his own home state. West Bengal. 

I The organisation of conducting the cam- 
I paign Irom th< AICOlj office at 24 Akbar 
i Road was handed over to people who had no 
experience ui elections before. A military- 
style cojiiroi room was set up and its running 
I entrusted lo retired armed forces officers. 
Then rough behaviinir matched the mood in 
the AlCCili ntfice. controlled by Arun 
Nehru Many senior partymeo protested ab 
out the way the umiiai ro<im was responding 
tu (hetr calls, hw example, Sitaram Kesri, 
ihe party's treasures, had to intervene one 
day and tell the ex-servicemen bow to be* 
have in politics. 

I VishwaJiT Singh, a cousin of the Prime 
Minister's parliamentary secretapr, Anin 
Singh, was entrusted with the disiri^tion of 
I the publicity material frum the control 
loom, Vishwajic Singh may be known for his 
suave manners, but he has no previous 
experience of a general election. There were 
I many mishaps in the distribution process 
and from many places there were frantic 
calls because (he material did not reach in 
time. 

Even in bis election campaigus. Rajiv 
Gandhi*s meetings were much different 
from Mrs Gandhi^s. He kepr on harping on 
the Anandpur Sahib resolution, which many 
people in the villages never understood. 
There were no political speeches made from 
(he podium before Rajiv Gaodhl reached (he 
meetings, file poliucal songs were sung to 


keep the audience occupied lill the VIP 
arrived. Only the local police bosses went up 
on the da*$ occasionally to ask the people to 
maintain order till the PM came. Rajiv 
Gandhi doi-s not seem ro have understood 
the reason for the inatceutive crowds at 
many places. Ironically, at a public meeting 
he addressed at the Kayasth Pachshala 
grounds in Allahabad on 18 December, the 
crowds started leaving when he rose to 
speak. Reason* The microphones were not 
effective and Amiiabh Bachchan. the ^tar- 
attraction of the Congressfli. had alieady 
finished speaking. (People apparently had 
gone to see the filmstar and nut to hear 
speeches I If such lapses had taken place in 
Mrs GandhiY campaign, then a few heads 
would have rolled soon after the meeting. 

Rajiv Gandhi's composition of the new 
cabinet will show the way his irind is 
working regarding ihe fuiure of the party. 
There is a whisper campaign going on in the 
capital that the people who had for a while 
aspired to become the “acting" Prime Mims 
ler on 31 October. Pranab Mukherjee and 
P V. Narasimha Rao. may not b« in the new 
council of ministers. Delhi Is a city which 
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produces 365 rumours in an ei^ual number of 
days round the year. So. one cannot com¬ 
ment on the veracity of this story, but there 
certainly is a strong lobby arotind Rajiv 
Gandhi which wants some of the old faces 
out. Already, the two principal aides of the 
PM, parliamentary secretary Aiun Singh 
and special assistant Rajiiider Kumar Dha* 
wan, have had a confrontation. The bone of 
contention was (he car parking space out¬ 
side the PM's office in South Block. Arun 
Singh wanted his car to be parked at the spot 
where Dha wan has bean parking his car over 
the yean. Dhawan bowed to the wi^es of 
the parUameniary •ecretary. Such instances 
are TOund to multiply. When inexperienced 
bands run (he show, infantile disorders are 
bound to occur. Though experience has not 
pUyod any role so far in Rajiv Gandhi's 
quest for prime imowtevslup. unless it is 
utilised In good measure In the coming days, 
his quest mav be shortlived 
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' lodjan political stand if ds, despite Rajiv 
Gandhi havina become the Prime Minister 
at the age of 40, S7 is considered to be 
‘^young.* Mrs Gandhi had been the benefici* 
ary of his vociferous support as the leader of 
the band of **Young Turks** during the 1969 
Congress split. The Janaia Party president 
could have been a top Congress leader 
today, had he not been expelled from the 
party for six years in 197S,soon after he was 
arr«st«'d under the Maintenance of Internal 
Security Kct (MISAi, during the Emergency. 
The six*year period of expulsion was over in 
1991. Technically, he is entitled to be a 
Congress leader even today. His wide accep* 
tabiliiy among Congressmen was a metrer 
for concern in the Indira Gandhi camp in the 
early Seventies. If Mrs Gandhi singled out 
Chandra Shekhar as the mo\r dangerous 
person in her interview with Ch.indola, iheh 
there was good reason for iivi doing so. 
Among Congressmen even today, there are 
many who admire Chandra Shekhar. His 
admirers, of course, are those who were in 
politics before I97S, befoec the advent of 
Sanjay Gandhi un the political scenario and 
before neopoliticians (those who became 
active in politics not in their student days, 
but later) began controlling the politics of 
the Congress party. 

Chandra Shekhar had bean an elected 
member of the CcHigress Working Commit* 
tee between 1969 and 197S. In 1971, he 
created a flutter by contesting the elections 
for the membership of the Central Election 
Committee of the Congress against the 
wishes of Mrs Gandhi. He was elected 
although he was not in the official panel 
sponsored by Mrs Gandhi. This victory of 
Chandra Shekhar was the last occasion in 
the history of the Congress when in an inner 
party election, a rebel won. In May 1977. 
after the election defeat, rhe Congress wit* 
ne&sed a rebellion again, but it was not 
successful, in the AlCC session held at the 
Mavlankar Hall in New Delhi, Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray challenged Mrs Gandhi's 
nominee. K. Brahmananda Reddi. but lost. 
{The election was necessitated due to the 
resignation of Dev Kama Barooah from the 
Congress presidentship.) Among the old 
Congressmen, if there is admiration for 
Chandra Shekhar today, it is because they 
remember his feat at the Simla session nf the 
party in 1971. At that time, he had defied the 
might n| Mrs Gandhi when she wan at the 
he^i of her glory, 

Chandra Shekhar, then a member of the 
Congress high command, was arrested under 
MXSA afrer the Emergency was proclaimed 
in 197S. Me was the only political detenu# 
who was kept in solitary confiaement. Such 
wts ibe anger of Mrs Gandhi against him 
that she tingled out her own party member 
for one of the wont punishments in those 
days. Here too Chandra Shekhar’s popular* 
hy ereong pertymen became evident. He was 
hSM ie a iail in Haryana 'Hie then chief 
&aeet Who hie been wall 


« ^fl^hhandra Shekhar has great 
■ ^ acceptability both at home and 
abroad,** Mrs Indira Gandhi 
cold journalist Harish Chando- 
la in on interview in September 1964. She 
was not paying a compliment to the Janata 
Party president. Instead, she toid Cbandola 
{this was published in (he Indian Express of 
11 Novembet 1964} that '‘outside forces 
seeking to oust me must surely support 
Chandra Shekhar Several outside forces 
and countrif» want to see me out of office. 
Some Muslim countries (and she named a 
few. which Chandoia did not name in his 
report) are trying lo turn our Muslims 
against me An European country, the 
Christians and a superpower—they are all 
one in seeing lu it that I lose.” Mrs Gandhi's 
repeated references to the “foreign hand" 
had acquired paranoid proportions Whenev¬ 
er she ^aw a threat to her |Mwer. she blamed 
the “I'oieign band," which was neser speci* 
tied. B> referring lo Chandra Shekhar as th^ 
possible beneficiary of the “foreign hand," 
Mrs Gandhi, in fact, expressed her 
apprehension that he was a person who was 
capable of replacing her. In the same inter¬ 
view. she had dismissed the chances of 
opposition stalwarts like Charan Singh. H.N. 
Bjhugiina and even N T. Rame Rao In 
Chandra Shekhar, not unly in 1984, bui even 
a decade earlier. Mrs Gandhi saw a person 
wlio had (he porendal lo challenge her. 
Though Chandra Bhekhnr had yet not (node 
a serious quest for prime ministership, his 
ability lo become the Prime Minister was 
recognised by nu less a person than Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, 

Chandra Shekhar is S7 years old and by 
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Chandra Shakhar that if he required an air 
conditioner or any other coinforts> it woidd 
be provided. Chandra Shekhar refused these 
cor^orts, hut this gesture of a hawk like 
Bansi Lai in the days of the Emergency 
amply showed the popularity of the Young 
Turk leader among Congressmen. 

When the Janata Party was formed in May 
1977| Chandra Shakhar was JP*s nominee 
for the party presidentship. He did not have 
any powerful party faction behind him at 
that time. The other constituents of the 
Janata Party, the BLD, the Jana Sangh. the 
Congresa(O), the Socialists and the Congress 
for Democracy readily accepted Chendra 
Shekhar as the party chief. The Janata Party 
has undergone many changes since May 
1977. Bill Its president has remained the 
same. Chandra Shekhar has not rushed to 
any opportunistic alliances although there 
have been times when his isolation in poli* 
tics has been near lotaU with one stalwart 
after another leaving the Janata ranks. 
Chandra Shakhar can. perhaps, take some 
pride in pointing out that Chaudhary Devi 
Lai, Karpoori Th*<kiir, Biju Paineik, George 
Fernandes and many such leaders return^ 
to the JatiaM fold after having deserted him 
In 1980. Ir is another metrer ihet Devi Lai 
and Kurpunri Thakur deserted him again on 
the eve of the eleciiuns this year. But that 
did not affect the consistent political line of 
Chandra Shekhar. In the defection* 
dominated opposition scenario, Chandra 
Shekhar is the only ma)or leader who did not 
get hogged down in the quicksand of defec* 
tion politics. His stable political line in the 
Janata too bus won him admirers among his 
former partymf'n in the Congress. 

T he Karnataka election of ldB3 was a 
turning point for Chandra Shekhar. Af¬ 
ter the 1980 debacle, the Janata Party had 
looked like n haa to be written off political¬ 
ly. Somehow during the election campaign 
in the winter of 1982 he had gauged the 
popular mood. He had planned out his 
padayatra from Kanyakumari to Delhi, 
which was to begin nn the day the polling 
was to be held in Karnataka. This correspon¬ 
dent met Chandia Shekhar on the flight 
from Hyderabad to Bangalore on the eve of 
1983 Be was in a jubilant mood. "We are 
winning in Karnataka." he said. At that 
time, his stoiemcrit sounded incredible. 
When the results were announced, the im¬ 
possible had been achieved. But Chandra 
Shekhar did not rush to Bangalore to join in 
the celebrations and the exercise of govern¬ 
ment-making was left to the state leadership 
under Ramakrishna Hegde. When the news 
of victory was announced in Bangalore. 
Chendra Shekhar had completed his 
pedjyjtre upto Kagarcoil in Tamil Nadu. He 
continued with the Bharat Yatra con¬ 
fidently. 

Thera was some criticism of Chandra 
Shakhar on account of the Bharat Yatra 
While ha was the presidaat of the Janata 
Party and the Janata flag was used through¬ 
out (ha long march, the programme wtf W 



CMra SMiliar flegde In BiM«tbre 

attributed to the party. The reason was 
Simple. At that time Chandra Shekhar was 
facing vociferous opposition from a section 
of the party leadership which, while not in e 
position to control the party, was making 
loud statements against him and seeking his 
ouster from the presidentship. If Chandra 
Shekhar has been the party president with¬ 
out a break since May 1977, then the reason 
is not that there is lack of inner parcy 
democracy in the Janata Party. There have 
been party elections during this period and 
Chandra Shekhar's hold on the party orga¬ 
nisation has been tested by the ballot bM. 

Chandra Shekhar may took lonely today, 
with a galaxy of opposition leaders having 
lined up behind the Charan Singh- 
Bahuguna-Karpoori Thakur-Devi Lai com¬ 
bine known as the DMKP (Dalit Maidocir 
Kisan Party). The process of opposition 
unity which began with the Vijayawada 
conclave in May 1983 received a setback on 
21 October 1984 when the DMKP was 
formed with its "dominant" outlook. The 
Janata Party as it is constituted today, by 
itsall may not look like a force which can 
return to power at the centre. Only in a 
phase of,coalition politics can Chandra 
Shekhar make his bid for prime minis¬ 
tership. 

The only time Chandra Shekhar expressed 
his desire to become the Prime Minister was 
when the Janata split toc^ place in July 
1979. Fmr a while be had been in the run to 
take over the leadership of the truncated 
parliamenta^ party of the Janata Party. 
After someticae he decided to remain the 
organisation head and let Babu Jag 

Jivan Ram lead ibe party in Parliament and 
make his bid for prime ministership. Had 
Chandra Shekhar cried to become the PM in 
July 1979, his reputation among politicians 
wodd not have been what it is today. 

In the quest for prune miamership. Chan- 
dra Sbekhar seems a sure bet in (he next few 
years. His elevation to the high office cannot 
be foreseen ih the immediate future, but two 
or three yean is not a very long period in 
politica. Bo far Chandra Sbekhar has shown 
exemplary patience as a politician. One will 
have to aae tf this patience pays him di¬ 
vidends in fsture. 
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The Run for Prime Ministership 


The ambition of every' opposition leader to become Prime Minister brought about 
the/aiiure of the lanato experiment, writes Arun Gandhi 


with Morurjc De$ai at his Marine 
Drive residence a few days before 
Chandra Shekhar was due arrive in 
^mbay in the course of his gruelling 
cross country padMystra. There were some 
friends who were trying to persuade 
Morarji Desai rhac he should meet Chan< 
dra Shekhar at the city limits. 

*'Why should I go*^" Morarjihhai asked 
with vindisguiscd irritation. 

**After all he is the Janata Party leader 
and if you don’t receive him you will be 
feeding grist to the rumour mills. It will be 
taken as a confirmation that there is 
indeed a rift between you tvni;' they 
argued. 

Moraiji Desai remained adamant. "The 
Janata Party has nothing tu do with this 
padtiyutra." he countered vehemently. 
"He didn’t seek the party's advice before 
embarking un the padaytttra. He is pocket¬ 
ing all the money and the publicity for 
himself because he cherishes ambitions of 
being the next Prime Minister " He spelt 
out unequivocally the fundamental prob¬ 
lem that has decimated the opposition 
parties: The consuming ambition of every 
leader to become the Prime Minister of the 
country not excluding Morarji Desai. 

Among opposition leaders, it is unly a 
question of depth of the ambition and the 
extent to which each is willing to go to see 
the fruition of their passionate dream. Of 
them Charan Singh will go down in history 
as the man who subjected Indian politics 
to international ridicule. Kis inglorious 
term of six months as caretaker Prime 
Minister has only served to whet his appe¬ 
tite for a full term and his fulicinatidns | 
unly bring into sharp focus the bankruptcy j 
of the opposition parlies. Howeeer, two | 
ubsticiace men—Atal Behari Vajpayee and • 
L.K. Advani—will have to bear the cross j 
with Charan Singh for ruining the only 
chance the opposition parties had to 
change the complexion of Indian politics. 

],.K. Advani now claims they did not 
know Charan Singh well enou^ until it 
was roo late. Had they known they would 
never have supported him. He expects the 
people CO believe this patently transparent 
and reprehensible lie. Charan Singh's | 
repiitatiun was well known since Che early | 
Seventies tu anyone who was even remote- : 
ly connected with politics How can one 
believe thac two stalwarts, whose mam 
political sphere has been the nonhere 
Hindi belt for as lung as anyone ean 
remember, were unaware of Cbvais 
Singh's consuming ambition? 

Assuming they were naive or blind or 
Iwrh. what about all the indicattuns chat 
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Charan Singh gave from the very inception 
of The party? What about their colleague 
Naneji Deshmukh who had known Charan 
Singh closely sod had, in fact, helped him 
in many of his nefarious activities like 
toppling ministries? If these were not 
indications «<nough what about the warn¬ 
ing administered by Shyam Nandan Mis- 
hra in Bangalore jaJ when Advani. Mishra, 
Vajpayee and Dandavaie were discussing 
the possibilities of forming a federal par¬ 
ty? Let Advani himself say Jt from his 
book. The People Betrayed: "Oi'e party?" 
Shyam Babu asked incredulously. "With 
Chaudhary Charan Singh? Only those like 
you who do not know him can think of such 
a proposal. It is impossible to work in the 
same party with Chaudhary Charan 
Singh " Did they forget this denouncement 
so easily? The fact is they hud their own 
unpleasant de.sign^. 

T he unseemly tussle for leadership be¬ 
gan the moment the leaders were re* 
leased from jail following the announce- 
mem of elections. On 20 January 1977, 
when the opposition leaders met in New 
Delhi to forge a new alliance, Charan 
Singh made it known he wanted to be the 
boss. He threatened co walk out if this was 
not conceded. Morarji had already staked 
his claim for the chairmanship and this 
was more appealing tu others because of 
his vast experience, sincerity, reputation 
and the manner in which he had handled 
the Janata Morcha in Cujarat. 

When It was suggested that Chi^n 
Singh become the general secretary with 
all executive powers, he screamed: "What? 
Me become a munshi?" It seemed as 
though the birth of a new party was going 
16 be aborted. Vajpayee claims he sug¬ 
gested chat Charan Singh be made the 
vice<hainn8n with the powers to deal 
exclusively with the selection of candi¬ 
dates for the entire nunhern belt. This was 
acceptable to Charan Singh because it was 
9 Step towards the ultimate goal. 

Morarji, however, denies there was ever 
such a suggestion. He says Vajpayee is 
lying. "It was 1 who suggestod that Charan 
be made the vice<hairman because of bis 
seaiorlry and there was no talk of selection 
of candidates," Morarji says quite categor¬ 
ically and adds, "How can 1 acquiesce to 
something so patently undemocratic? How 
can one peraon be given the sole charge of 
selecting candidates lor more chan half the 
Indian Parliament?" Morarji says that 
there must have been a d^l struck pri¬ 
vately between Charan Singh and Va¬ 
jpayee. He was absoluialy poairive that he 
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wa$ not a party to any such understanding. 

Having resolved ^is thorny issue, the 
question ol prime ministership was defer¬ 
red until after the elections not because 
they wanted to avert any impleasantness 
but because each constituent party wanted 
10 see how strong they were to strike 
another bargain. As it turned out, the Jana 
Sangh group and the BLD had the roost 
number of seats, and neither were in 
favour of Morarji Desai as the Prime 
Minister. He could be tnlerated as a party 
leader, they fehi but \ he sanctimonious old 
man was ;ust not their idea of a Prime 
Minister. 

The Jana Sangh un the.other hand, 
under the pretext of giving the country the 
first Kartjan Prime Minister, proposed the 
name of Jagjivan Ram. Morarjl was »o sure 
chat he would be selecteil that he was 
blissfully unaware of what was going on 
utitil, as he says« he went to pay a courtesy 
call on Jayaprakash Narayan and Found 
Jagiivan Ram sitting in the lounge. JP told 
Morar>i Desai what was happening and 
said, '‘You must help ut get out of this 
situation." This came as a shock to Murarii 
bur he wiinstood jt sroically and say> he 
told JP: "There is nothing I can do to help. 
This is your problem and you must solve it 
as best as you can." 

Whvn Charan Singh heaid about what 
the Jana Sangh group had done, he un¬ 
abashedly blurted out; "1 will not support 
that dhamir (harijanl." He immediately 
shot off a letter to Jayaprakash Naiayan 
saying he would .support Morarji Desai for 
prime ministership and nlted the balance. 
This IS why he kept boasting that it was he 
who had made Morarji Desai the Prime 
Minister and on that count forced Morar- 
jibhai to give him the second slot in the 
cabinet: the home ministry. Having left 
the decision of ilie leadership to JP and 
J.B. KripalanI there was nothing the va* 
rious Factions could do. Even Jagjivan 
Ram swallowed his pride and accepted a 
lower grade. Morarji Desai himself was 
determined not to allow Jagjivan Ram to 
become the lYime Minister and it is be¬ 
lieved the moment he learnt of the move, 
knowing Charan Singh better than anyone 
else, leaked the information to him, Morar¬ 
ji Desai says; "How could I allow him to 
become the Prime Minister when 1 know of 
hia corrupt attitude and his moral turpi¬ 
tude? His own daughter-in-law had cum- 
plaioed against him when Nehru was the 
Prijpe Minister and Nehru had sent the 
complaint to me asking for my advice. 
Knowing Ibis how could I put the afjairs of 
the country into the hands of a man like 
him?*’ 

The battle for prime ministership, 
however, did not end there. "Everyone in 
the cabinet behaved as though he was the 
Prime Minister," complains Morarji Desai 
and adds, *Tt was difficult to make them 
underiiaitd there was such a thing as 
coUactlvt rtsMnslbillty." 

Ochon say that Morarji Desai was super- 
dlJout and kept aloof from the rest of the 
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team and that he did not take them into 
confidence on many issues. Perhaps he 
was, but still he was less offensive than 
Charan Singh and there were numerous 
instances which should have sounded 
warning bells among all those who were 
genuinely interested in seeing the Janata 
experiment succeed. That no one noticed 
the warning signals indicates that no one 
was really interested in the Janata Party. 

There was yet another instance that 
should have served as a warning. Advani 
recalls a cabinet suh cummitiee meeting in 
late 1977 when he and Shanti Bhushan 
were made to wail for the arrival of 
Charan Singh. When he finally arrived IS 
minutes later, he was ranting about an 
altercation he had had with a journalist 
who accused him {Charan Singh) of being 
ambitious. "What's wrong with wanting to 
be the Prime Minister?" Charan Singh had 
asked the joumaliit. "Don't you aspire to 
be the chief editor in your own set-up? 
Well, if you don't, you are a worm." Then 
Charan Singh went on to make some 
shockingly uncouth remarks in the pre¬ 
sence of officers. He said, "After all he is 
A3 years old: he will die one day. Can 1 not 
become Prime Minister after his death?" 
Everyone was stunned and flabbergasted. 

Advani had still not henrd the warning 
bells. When Charan Singh finally made the 
notorious Suraj Kund statement conde¬ 
mning the whole cabinet as being "impo¬ 
tent," Morarji Desai called a cabinet meet¬ 
ing at which everyone unanunously^in* 
eluding Advani and Vajpayee-Agreed 
that both Charan Singh and Raj Narain 
should be asked to resign from the govern- 
meni. Which is what Morarji did. However, 
soon after that Advani and Vajpayee were 
overcome by compassion (or was there 
some design?) and embarked on a relent¬ 
less campaign to get them both back. Why? 
No one but Morarji Desai offers an ex¬ 
planation. 

Morarji says they were clearly afraid he 
would override them. They wanted some¬ 
body in the cabinet who could keep him in 
check and they thought Charan Sini^ was 
the only person who could do so effective¬ 
ly. They were both so adamant that they 
made it impossible for the government to 
function until Morarji relented and took 
Charan Smgh and Raj Narain back into the 
cabinet. What happened (hereafter is so 
unpleasant that it is best forgotten. 

If rhese two stalwarts, who never lose an 
opportunity to speak of their sacrifices to 
keep the Janata Party together, bad kept 
better counsel the party would not have 
been blown to smithereens. Charan Sing)) 
and Kaj Narain would have been con¬ 
signed to (be politicaJ garbage durpp 
where they belong and the Janata Party 
may have been the elusive national 
alternative the country has been looking 

for. Above all, the pany and the people « 
India would not have to hide their faces in 
shame ia international fonuBi when con¬ 
fronted vrith the cruel joke perpetrated on 
^ people, 
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Sunil Gavaskar Vs 


Ka))/I sackin^j Is an exlension of Ihe north zona - west zonerivaJry in cricket 


well A blow to him wa^ received 
rather personally by pressmen in the 
north, while scribes m the west went 
our of their way. and unnecessarily, 
to justify Gavaskar's stand. And, 
from this messy business was created 
a rift, which has not healed till date. 

Next came the issue of Mohinder 
Amarnaih, another northerner, with 
the addiiiunal clout of being Lala 


S unil Mannhar Gavaskar is the 
AieatesT bat'^man India has 
produced. And Kapil Dev 
Nikhanj U the most explosive 
ull rounder the country has thrown 
up. Both have emerged in an age in 
which cricketers are treated like 
demipods. 

<»Hvask;ir hit the headlines in his 
very lirst series—scoring 774 runs in 
only four Tests—and has been some- 
ihiiiR s$)i'ciul ever since. Kapii began 
less impressively, in 1*^78. hut within 
IS men tils of fiis Test debut, hud 
carved oui an exceptional niche fur 
lumsvif bs capturing II wickets in 
the Madras match against Pakistan, 
upnrt from etching uut 4 more than 
useful gU*udd runs. That ensured two 
series wim in a row, in course of 
which he had played a no mean pan. 

Hill with the advent of the Eight- 
lus, I e Kit ions began to sour between 
the two extraordinary men of Indian 
cricket. Both, by this stage, had dc- 
vehH>ed kmg-sized egos, which was 
hardly a help. More crucially, the 
Bombay and Delhi newspapers, not 
to mention some motivated cricket 
officials, started putting ideas into 
their heads. Ruth, to their discredit, 
> were gullible enough to be influ 
I erced by .such misguided advice, in 
I addition to being greedy for power 
and the purse. Result; the falling out 
of the two which is rtow international 
knowledge, and a most embarrassing 
experience for Indian cricket. 

I'o be more specific, however, why 
and where did these two prized pos- 
ses'iioiis of Indian cricket differ^ The 
origins of this dispute. If one is to be 
truthful and analytical, date back to 
* the racking of Bishen Singh Bedi. 

; when Kapil Dev was but a fledgling 
Test plover. Bedi, as it might be 
recalled, was eased out of the scene 
after the England tour of 1979. at 
ivhich point Gavaskar regained the 
captaincy and introduced Dilip Doshi 
into the s(|uad. 

f In Gavaskar's opinion, Bedi was 

I past his prime and, therefore, no 
' longer a force to reckon with. He was* 
right But in the north zone this 
move, not unfomented by Bedi him¬ 
self. was interpreted as a ‘'conspire 
cy" by his Bombay colleague, 
allegedly with the object of rereovioi 
a strong men and a rival. More tragi* 
cally, the unity that had developed 
among Indian Test players piubably 


for the first time disintegrated com¬ 
pletely. giving rise to a new hostility 
between the north zone and the west 
zone, especially Delhi and Bombay. 
Bedi. because of his enormous con* 
tnbuiion to the projection of the 
game in his zone was, not surprising¬ 
ly. regarded us sr»mi* sun of o folk- 
hero in his part of 1 he cniintrv. while 
being quite popular elsewhere as 


Kapd Ors In tbv Mcand Teal agaiant Ei^laadi an appeal IbrJaaOce 
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Amarnath*) son. In 1979, a daoia^ng 
defect cropped up in his technique— 
hi!> penchant to hook over his shoul* 
der and into the air. Not only that, he 
became physically susceptible to the 
bouncer after he was hit in a county 
match in England, and again in the 
Bombay Test against Australia, in 
which, in fact, his solar hat—fashion¬ 
able in his father's days^fell on his 
Stumps to mark his departure But 
Amarnath through sheer weight of 
runs in domestic cricket, and a con* 
spicuously altered stance soon began 
CO knock at the door of Test cricket 
once more. For the *80-*81 tour of 
Australia, however, he was unoffi¬ 
cially offered an opener’s berth, 
which he seemingly refused, for he 
went away tu participate in club 
cricket Down Under. ihuH absenting 
himself for 1 he trial games before the 
party was picked. 

Two years later, though, he was 
rocilled fnr ihe trip to Pakistan on 
his own terms, i.e. as a middle order 
exponent and emerged nut uf it as 
the most <<uccussful visitingbatsman. 
und that imi iii a team containing 
Cjvaskor and Gutidappa Vish* 
wanolh. The skipper, of course, was 
never gisen any credit for the read* 
missinii of Amarnath. On the con* 
rrary. it was said that the choice had 
b<.H.*n forced on hsir bv ihe electors, 
particularly the now quiie powertul 


Bedi Indeed, if anything, the volley 
of absue from the north about Amar- 
nath's long exclusion gained ground. 

Significantly enough, throughout 
these battles between Gavaskar and 
representatives of the north, a sim 
pie and self-effacing young man from 
the dusty plains of Haryana was 
perfecting his trade, and lending 
yeoman service to the helmsman 
from Bombay. The most potent 
weapon in the policy switch from 
spin to pace. Kapil t^v finished as 
the highest wicket'Caker against Kim 
Hughes* Australians and Asif Iqbal's 
Pakistanis to Virtually spearhead vie* 
lories in bf>ih series. In Melbourne, 
he made light of an injury to detnoF 
ish the* home side. A year later, in 
Bumliav. he flaitencil English hopes 
by assisting in another win. And 
then, in England nself. he cunjured 
up the most Jevasiatinglv consisteni 
batting performance and a fiery 
howling display ai lord's to earn a 
place in the WisJen Almanack's 
short*lisi uf five cricketers of the 
year. Indeed, what Asif Iqbal had 
stressed in early I98n—that Kapil 
was I he best all-rounder in the 
world—had becume fairly unani¬ 
mous by the summer of 1982 And all 
this had happened under Cevaskar 
and noi without a degree of coopera¬ 
tion between the leader and his right 
hand man. 


However, all along this same 
period there was one major irritant, 
which surfaced in public from time to 
time. Gavaskar favoured a disci¬ 
plined approach to batting. Kapil 
was instinrtively impetuous. Gavas¬ 
kar believed that Kapil had ample 
talent as a batsman and, iherefore, 
could be a regular run getter if only 
he curtailed his belligerence and 
organised his defence. The latter 
largely ignored such suggestions. 
Gavaskar flared up on this from time 
to time, once pronouncing in print 
that Kapil ’’would never get another 
half-century in Tests." The dattler 
from the nurth remained unmoved 
by such criticism and, in fact, went 
on to demonstrate in England In 1982 
that he could succeed in defiance of 
Gavaskar's orders by hitting 89 off S5 
balls at Lord's and then 97 off 92 
deliveries at the Oval, 

There was another reason for dis¬ 
cord. This was the fundamentally 
different outlooks of the two players. 
Gavasker believed in a thoughtful 
and considered handling of situa¬ 
tions and detailed discussions at 
team meetings. Kapil was not in¬ 
terested in theorising, but believed 
in instinctive response in the ’’mid 
die" Indeed, after the disastrous 
tour of Pakistan two years ago, 
Gavaskar complained that he had no 
one to turn to as the rnsis deepened. 


CivMkirtiinilNlom*mellwl«acMt tube Ikdia Teel agahm Cml iiMisteSscIc 
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Kapil had at that time gone as his 
vice-captain. 

Upto this point, however, there 
was no real animosity between the 
two. The hostility, in fact, com* 
nenced the moment Gavaskar lost 
the captaincy and the mantle was 
handed over to Kapil. 

T he new captain, according to his 
assessment, got no assistance 
from the deposed skipper during the 
difficuh tour oi the West Indies. The 
former felt that Gavaskar was not 
only not exerting himself both as a 
batsman and a fielder, but was also 
not available for consultation as re* 
gards strategy. The senior profes¬ 
sional, on the other hand, denied that 
he was not putting forwarjJhis bes* 
and declared himself as having been 
perfectly willing to actively partake 
in team meetings es well es offer his 
viewpoint at the start of a match, if 
approached. But he was disinclined 
towards becoming a fuU.time mem* 
ber of the ‘‘think tank ** set up by the 


manager, Hanumani Singh, and in 
which Srinivasan Venkatiraghavan 
was quite promineoi. Gavaskar was, 
in fact, resentful of the fact that the 
veteran off-spinner was part of this 
planning unit, mure so because 
Venkataraghavan’s appointment had 
preceded the Invitation to the Bom* 
bayite. Actually, Gavaskar joined the 
tourists a fortnight or so late, by 
which stage Hanumant Singh’s op* 
eraiions were well underway. 

Basically, Gavaskar had taken his 
removal rather badly. Apart from 
being convinced that he had been 
given a raw deal and, perhaps, felt 
that Bedi had engineered the whole 
thing, he was. strangely, upset about 
Kapil Dev succeeding him. He. of 
course, explained this reservation in 
cricketing terms by saving' “How can 
you appoint a man as captain for i 
tour of the West Indies when he has 
never visited that region?** 

As for Kipil, he silently stomached 
his part* 11 ) 00 tor's supposed non¬ 
cooperation while in the Caribbean; 


bur with success coming his way in 
the World Cup. he gradually began to 
assert his authority. He was clearly 
displeased about Gavaskar’s relative 
lack of effort in the field and coupled 
as this was with the maestro’s total 
lack of form, he proceeded to drop 
him from the team for two of the 
league games. This, if anything, 
worsened the friction between he two 
stalwarts, for Gavaskar maintained 
that no one had even the decency of 
informing him in advance about his 
exclusion. 

Then, as the euphoria over the 
sensational victory in the competi* 
tioji boiled over, Air India went over¬ 
board in not only dishing out froe 
tickets to the plovers*, in order to 
accommotUte a prep la n ned u nef ficlal 
tour of ihi United States, but by 
exiending the same courtesy to the 
cricketers* wives. One ‘Spouse not* 
ably omitted from the jiinkei was 
Marshneil Gavaskar. 

Following this, in the last season, 
ihe opener par excellence not just 


The North ** West Divide 


A t the root is money: Tlie rift In 
the Indian cricket team over 
aharing the prise monay first 
showed up whan Hohioder Amar* 
nnth»refused to share his prire 
Bwney totilling Ri 90,000 be won in 
West Indies and Pakistan, with 
his teiflunates. Till then, the prtc- 
tlae ol ihariiig the prw money in 
tnie iportSToan’s ^iht which was 
. marteo in Indie by Ajit Wedekar 
worked quite well. Amernaih set 
the precedent which other players 
.foUtmed Kapil Dev. pointing to 
Amsmath, reused to share the 
prise money he got. And so did 
Afl^umea Gaekwad. The three be* 
ewee n them earned approxunetely 
Es 1,70,000 last year. 

Tlien it was Sunil Gavaskar's 
tm. He refused to share the huge 
purse he gm from President Zie^ 
liaq aher he ompleted his hue* 
dredth Test match in the last series 
: le Pakistan. Gavaskar's logic was 
' that the purse was for his perform* 
ance since 1971 and if he was to 
. rirare it he vrauld have to give a 
riiare to every player vtho played 
with faisn since 1971. 

Kapil seeded no convindnt tbet 
Cevaakar was instrumental in his 
sacking although he did not sey it In 
.as many words. When reporters 
told him that the selectors bad 
made up their minds even before 
Caveslw joined them, Kapil re* 
tflrted: *The captain has more say 


in the selection of hJs team.'* He 
justified his style of betting in the 
Delhi Test, saying that just before 
going in to bet to had told Cavas* 
kar that he would be using the long 
handle and Gavaskar had replied, 
“Play your natural game but don't 
attempt any Visbwaoath style 
curs.* XepU said to fdt H safe to 
pUy as he liked as four batsmen 
were to follow him. Kapil later told 
a Delhi daily: **( have no grouse or 
complaints egeinst anyone if I am 
dropped if I don't deserve a place in 
the team. But, if 1 am sidelined on 
grounds of indisciplioe then I 
should know the reasons because I 
don’t think t have ever been fwJty 
of misbehaviour on or off the 
ground.* He felt that he could not 
escribe the selector’s deciaion 
“either to his p er formance or be* 
toviour." 

The former Indian capcaiA also 
refuted Sandeep Patil's diarge in 
the editorial in BkMb Serkar 
enphaaisini that no p)ay«r invited 
to ^ay at Varaaesi was told sdiat 
amount would be paid to him. Wliat 
surprised the cricket levers was 
Kapil’s deddOB to Min the Con* 
gr^t) bopUi, peraap* ^ 
President it £e iCQ and union 
minister KJLP. Belve would back 
bim. At cbe tiae of gel&l to prate 
tto Bunletar waa dntatntg win dm 
twQ players trying m patch up dw 
dtfferencea. 


Tht norih'South divide In Indian 
politics has been creeping in on 
Indian cricket also for a while now. 
Actually it is Bombay versus the 
north. Since 1932, Bombay players 
have been dominating Indian trick* 
et. Bombay’s decline started %^th 
the exit of industrialist pnd former 
captain VIjay Merchant from the 
selection committee. Soon Biihen 
Singh Bedi was brought along by 
L«l« Auiaroaih and Eluiath B^ar 
had to give way. The Varanasi Ind* 
dent that placed Gavaskar and 
Kapil Dev on a collision court# U at 
much a manifestation of the greet 
divide in Indian cricket as K is of 
how money spoils sportsmen. 

Gone are the days when team 
members shared ^eir booty end 
shared alike. Kanath Sentgiri, 
ecucive editor of Ekatci Setkar 
recalls aa incident narrated te Mn 
by Gavaskar in 1974. Wtoh iBd 
captain of the viaitiDg letn 

Tony Grieg came to know that the 
prise money was being equally 
shared by the Indian payers to 
introdu^ the ^ectite la hit team 

also. As thioga turned osit lodle loec 
every match in the series apd rm , 
ceived none of tha pHaaa. SehP* 
then, Tony Greig Atored tto ptot 
money tbet his payers recaived 
with the Indian team. 
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returned among the runs and finnly 
rehabilitaced* himself in the Test 
side, but also branched out into « 
new demeanour, that of negotiating 
the fire of the West Indian pacemen 
with the fire of his willow and other¬ 
wise of '‘enjoying” his cricket. His 
supporters reacted to this role with 
sympathy. For, Gavaskar had, un- 
doubtedly, carried a most heavy bur¬ 
den during all his earlier years as a 
Test player. But his detractora. Bedi 
and Kapil among them, deemed this 
change in character as downright 
irresponsible, if not as being cun¬ 
ningly aimed at creating instability 
in the Indian batting. 

But the wheels of fortune were 
beginning to turn once again. Kapil, 
the undisputed star of the World Cup 
triumph, was sans the Midas touch in 


the home s^es against the West 
Indies. And with Gavaskar, coming 
back as captain for what transpired 
as a flawless campaign in the Asia 
Cup, the time had arrived for Kapil 
to be unseated.. 

However, the bad blood between 
the two leading cricketers of India 
became all but irreconcilable during 
the first Test of the current series. 
Kapil, in course of the match, ac¬ 
cused Gavaskar of not parting with 
his deserved share of money for an 
exhibition tournament in Varanasi, 
while levelling the additional charge 
that the latter had made an astrono¬ 
mical sum from the same tourney. 
Gavaskar refuted this by saying that 
Kapil had been duly paid what bad 
been promised him. Obviously, what 
irked the all-rounder was that the 


Sandy’s Storm 


organisers should disburse so much 
more to the Bombay batsman than to 
him. The figute earned by Gavaskar 
has been reported as varying be¬ 
tween Rs SO.OOO and Rs 75,000, while 
the amount handed out to Kapil is 
said to be a mere Rs 7.000. 

But why (his public outburstThe 
background to the mudslinging is 
believed to be the contents of Gavas* 
kar‘s latest book, Runs 'S Ruins in 
which he had named Amarnath as 
being-a principal defaulter in terms 
of sharing the prise money won by 
him with his teammates, as js the 
general practice. The book is also not 
effusive in its praise for Kapil. 

All said and done, it would be a 
mistake to link the years of escalat¬ 
ing disagreement between Gavaskar 
and Kapil Dev with what occurred at 


SANDEEP PA TIL'S editoriol m fhe Marathi weekly. Ekatch Satkar 


T he Bombay Test was getting in* 
terestlng. We saw hope for the 
first time after 31 Tests. As we and 
each Indian were looking forward 
to victory I road a news report io a 
Bombay newspaper—'fraud by la* 
dian plavers', it said. My name was 
also incfoded in li. It must be a 
dastardly conspiracy at the naws’ 
appaarad when the Test match was 
in progreii. The gossip and discus* 
sion in this connection was heard 
within the team as well as outside. 1 
had particioated io the cricket 
match Hiae was hald at Vannasi 
and my name had also appeared io 
the report. Hence 1 feel I must 
reveal the true facts. 

The Varanasi maKh bad been 
organised almost two months ago. 
.Tlie member of PvUaaent, ttyiA' 
lai Yadav, had requested, and Sunil 
and othar players agreed to play. 
Sudi festival matches art nouting 
ness (o us, net is the raBuoartrion 
we get for them. Tbes did the 
coiBpUlat about money wiaa this 



t raceUoct ttet Snell and Ashok 
(son cd Shyamlal Ygdsvl, 
had Mgotlgtioiii in our Kirkui 
tffke at Weiii. We playert share 
entlra "prise moe^ that U 
ta Vudt matcses. Some¬ 
times a 9ed& eem is allotted aod 
dM the divisiog Is dooe 1b a dllfe- 
T«Dt em Tide is wsJZ kaown ead 

15: iui5». 



given tlieir assigned amouot as per 
dMir standard, before leeviog De* 
ihi for Varanasi. 

We went to Varanasi as usnal. 
Last time the Varanasi match could 
not be played because of the raias- 
£ven uen we got our share of 
mosey for nothhig. Such ffiUsal 
cricket matches are organl^ at 
^ees where Tests, one dey tnikr- 
o^onils or first dess cricket 
matrhtf cannot be played. Tide IS' 
done t& «der to prmnote <^ksft 
end pome honortrium is also paid to 
partkcpeting'playarf. 

Tbe e»i1e wicget toumtmem at 
Vardsari was woe by Yaahpal Shar* 

‘ ■A’SSSi 





fact be did not heve any right to ask 
what others got. But sotne people 
are very curious) Kapil went to the 
room d Dilin (Ventsarkar) end 
(Bahrindar Singh) Sandhu thei 
night end discussed these moneys, 
matters. He demanded to know triiy 
they got such paltry amounts, when 
Sunil got Rs 7S,0IXI instead of Rs 
50,000. That day Kapil had play^ 
at best, Rx ovars and was given Rs 
7,000 for that. The erase for money 
is bed, but worse is keeping an aye* 
on somebody else’s money) Ha did 
not have any need to do chamhirar- 
choksbi (cobblers* gossip) about 
vdiat Sunil got and what wa got. 
Had be felt that the amount riven, 
to him was too low he could nava' 
told Sunil so, before the ma^h 
began. To accept in dte first pim. 
and then spread, discontent, is Uke 
subbing someone in the bad^. Tba- 
rooet despicable thlog was to givii 
this news to the press at die TbMof. 
the Test match so as to ganarata 
dittidence in team tad cre ate 
difficulties for winnlai the mMclki' 
At least KapU shaold .amt have > 
dared to ^oroke the Bombay piay* 
art against SuriL In caae Jig u oog 
aware, 1 am writiAg explicit Benb 
bay plOTn ^ do ^ 

chaiWeir SooU, laswe a. 

mat^k needs jwsc Mg lew - 
SunlL . i 

Jkere ft gaina to beA BSk bksaKp 
neas between JUpA agd me af ref 
this -But the tnizlt, 

ki^ everrMy and is H net bkiMF. 
for thd tam.it mt the truth «g- 
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Delhi on rhe iinal day of tho second 
Test. On that occasion, Kapil batted 
aJsnost irresponsibly in the second 
innings-^noc for thp first time in his 
career^to virtually pave the way for 
an Indian defeat. A few hours later, 
the selection committee comprising 
Chandu Borde, Bishen Bedi. Hanu- 
mant Singh, Kripal Singh and Ambar 
Roy, ordained chat he should cool his 
heels for the next one*day interna* 
tional in Cuttack and the Test match 
in Calcutta. 

It has been widely remarked that 
Gavaskar was behind this move and 
that ha even threatened to resign if 
his demand was not complied with. 
The fact is. the selectors are not 
bound by the recommendations of a 
captain, who has no voting right in 
any way. The responsibility for doing 
away with Kapil must, therefore, rest 
with Borde and company or. as the 
case might have been, with the 
mejorUy who decreed against the 
former skipper. But. of course, it goes 
without saving that Gavaskar could 
not have opposed the measure in the 
least. 

An endeavour to impose discipline 
is always laudable But such action is 


Wadtkar blraductaa (•■vaabar to Mn GaadWl: l«u erar,. aiiliude*, 


Kapi Otv tecdvti^ die Padea SbrI award rr«a 




best executed after prior caution. 
And so, this correspondent strongly 
feels that KapjJ should have l^en 
given a warning instead of being 
sacked. The decision alto does not 
make much sense when one takes 
into account the fact that Kapil is 
still Indie's best reamer in what is 
considered a rather weak attack. 
This IS not tu cundone recklessness, 
hut to come down in favour of a 
realistic policy. 

Also, not very healthy in the cli* 
mare of things are the utterances of 
Sandip Patil who too, got the axe as 
part of white has been seen as a 
balancing act by tile confused selec* 
tors. Ills statement of loyalty in 
favour of Gavaskar reflects nothing 
hut sycophancy and a tactless move 
to further complicate the already 
vexed relationship between the 
north and (he west. 

And, finally, the Indian Cricket 
Board president should. desist from 
interfering with selectorial wisdom 
(or the lack of it). Just as much as two 
bod decisions by an umpire do not 
correct a situation, two mistakes by 
(he authorities will not rectify the 
present unhotlthy atmosphere. In 
ocher words. Mr K.K.P. Salve ^ould 
not insult his selectors by rescinding 
their decision. Ethics demand that 
rhe president of the Board accepts 
the conclusions of an elected body of 
experts, irrespective of whether 
these have widespread approval or 
not. 

AaMa Kay 
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Scvrrnl members of royal /amil/es /ought the recent Lok Sobha electrons 


S «KMhsm has replaced feudal- 
Ism decades back, but king^ 
•md princes sHll occupy a 
special place in the hearts of 
rhp Indian electorate. They still com* 
n>und considerable sway over the 
m.is«t>v It {\ therefore natural for 
I vt lit teal pontes to woo them to their 
sirh rh«> Ink Sahhe as well as some 
\ssc'Tnhhes, Uttar Pradesh. Ra- 
I K'li.tn. Madhya Pradesh and Orissa 
in o.trticul.ir. packed with loyal 
f>oites Shivendra Bahadur 
< n,.h t'Mnfrnsvd'i MP from the royal 
KK'*iroBort> In thr Cha*ris 
, n, . I ' «• r>t Mi'dhva P'‘adesh, re* 
< ' r U. ht*d about rel*i- 
•rej'i ..there could be 
' s * with R feudal back 
VC j 5! '.cvenrh tok Sabha/’ 
1 ighch !.^k Sabhe elections uw 
Wid> ' l"i't«r?, many k)n$fi and 
pnree -rvinp thetr luck at the buK- 
mgs Jr 'He niral areas theM roy^ 


personalities inspire no less awe than 
filmy superstars m the cities. If Ami- 
tahh Bichchan was sermonising to 
capacity crowds in Allahabad, 
Madhav Rao Scindia was mesmeris* 
ing his listeoers in Gwahor. 

In Madhya Pradesh, for example, 
the Congressfl) had fielded no less 
than six members from the royal 
family. The opposition was not far 
behind. The daughter of Vijaya Raje 
Semdia. Vasiindhora Rate, contest^ 
from fhe Bhind narliamentaiy seat 
on a BfP rirVet while Narendra 
Rineh. the scion of the house of 
Paoni. was the BJP candidate from 
the Dana' ronsiimency. 

Ir Uttar Pradesh, which hw over 
V200 royal families, political power 
snd influence was the birthright of 
kings. Meet members of royal fami* 
lies in VP contmua to bach iha 
CMgrtss. nil timti bowtvaf. ah 


interesting development was noticed 
in the feudal pontk*' of ihe ^ratc: 
while the eiders remained loyal to 
the Congress, the younger genera 
tion was lured away by Menaka Gan* 
dhiS Rashtriya Sanjay Manch. in 
fact, many a royal house was sharply 
divided with regard to pgUiical affi* 
liations. ZuJfiqar AJi. (he nawab uf 
Rampur and a 0>ngre&s(I| candidate 
was opp<is«(J by his hhebi (sisierln* 
law) who contested as an indopen- 
dent candiduie. 

The late Saniav Gandhi, astute 
polfikian that he was. packed the 
Slate Assemblies of northern India 
with members of the royal and land¬ 
ed classes The rongressfl) in 1980 
gave over 106 party nominations to 
aamindars for the UP Assembly elec¬ 
tions, of which nearly dO were re* 
turned. 

Riiiv Ceedhl followed bis younger 
brother’s footsteps. Initltlly, (be 


HHSAvioomiwe « 


'm 
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maharajas uf Daiia. Dbaoipur and 
Scindia helped the Bniish during 
and after the ^poy mutiny. 

Vasundhara Raje remained un¬ 
daunted by the criticisn: “Yes, I am 
a princess.,.! am wealthy and 1 live in 
a palace but unlike ptilitic^ans I am 
OQC greedy to make more.** Most ol 
the posters in her favour showed her 
along with her mother. And, in most 
of her meetings Vasundhara R«je 
referred to the Inseparable bond be¬ 
tween the people of Gwalior and the 
Scindta royal family. 

In Gwalior, 39-year-old Madhav 
Rao Scindia carried out his campaign 


in royal style. He went from village 
rn village in his helicopter. Wherever 
Mr Scindia went he was welcomed 
with open ann>. Some of the people 
who came to meet him even touched 
his feet. Feudalism is too stron^y 
embedded in the soil of Gwalior. The 
sun of a manoraja always succeeds 
his father and no one questions his 
right to rule. 1'lte huge blue poster in 
Bhind depicting Rajiv Gandhi 
embracing his son seemed to subtly 
convey this lessons Apres moi, awn 
fih (After me. my son). 


Congress(l) tried to woo some of the 
bigwigs! Bhaweni Singh of Jaipur, 
Gaj Singh of Jodhpur, the scion of 
the house of Jhalwar and the Rajma* 
ta of Alwar. The Rajput princes 
some of them who have not quite 
recovered from the experiences of 
the Emergency shied away from poli¬ 
tics. 

The Congress!I), however, did 
manage a coup: the party roped in 
the distinguished Martand Singh of 
Rewa. Known as (he king of kings in 
the Baghelkand region he had always 
contested as an Independent. He 
polled over 74 percent of the votes In 
(he 1980 Lok Sabha elections. The 
other influential.prince in the Con- 
gressc I) was the scion of the house of 
Mysore. 

Nowhere was the fact that feudal¬ 
ism IS still an integral part of the 
polity more in evidence than in 
Bhjnd. The area full of ravines, rever- 
heroting with tales of dacoits and 
I heir heroic deeds, was the setting of 
a “biiitle royal!' One of the protagon¬ 
ists in this epk was a princess: 
Vasiimihars Raje. the daughter of 
Vi.iayj Kaje Scindia (the Rajmaia, as 
she i.s called, ix a revered figure in 
the Chombal valley. Kings and 
diicoits in the past have had reJa- 
tlim.Hhips bordering on mutual re¬ 
spect). The other was a prince: the 
Maharaja of Datta, Kishan Singh. 
The princess was contesting on a SJP 
ticket, while the pnnea was a Con* 
grc^sll) candidate. The other person 
in the fray was the formidable. Rama 
Shankar Singh of the DMKP, who 
projected him..clf av the son of a poor 
farmer. Pitted against the raja and 
ranj Mi Rama^iliankar's one-point 
prugramme was to banish the royal¬ 
ly The contest was for him a “con- 
onuatiuii of the freedom struggle of 
the Chambal valley." From Bhind to 
Lahar->all through the ravines—Mr 
Singh’s message was scrawled on the 
mud huts and walls of the villages 
and towns: ‘*Rsja, Rani mahal ko jeo. 
Rama Shankar ko vijayi banao (Go 
back to the palaces, king and queen, 
make Rama Shankar victorious}." 
Loudspeakers in Bhind blared out: 
“Afahaiwafa ayash kame wa!e hai 
(palace-dwellers live a life of luxury 
and ease)." 

In Katha. a village near Lahar, 
Rama Shankar was heard telling his 
listeners: “Half of the Madhya Bhar¬ 
at seats are reserved for rajas and 
raf]j5...Lookat the Scindias. Tha 
Maharaja is contesting from Gwall^, 
his sister from Bhind, his former 
aide-decamp from Guna and another 
prince from Rajgarh. This Is not Jok 
ranrra.* To add punch to his attacks 
on the royalty, w Sinph bad distri¬ 
buted pamphlets describing how (he 
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T h<> tempo ol the violence kepi 
riKing. On 18 July L982, the 
nuThorit)e» finally arre^ieC 
two leaders of the Rhindran* 
wuic facrion, Bh.u Amrik Singh and 
Kaha Tluta Suigh, the manduvr of 
Khiiiclrnnwaic’s headquarters at 
Chtmk Mehta. Rhindranwale now d«* 
cided that discretion was the better 
part ot valttut. He ran away u> hide in 
thi* Golden Temple—safe from the 
rcHih of policemen. Jarnail Smgh 
Bhiiidr^inwiiW did not leave ihe vine- 
rioirv-'untjl ihv army hriiughi uui 
his corpse 

The Ak;ihs h.iil hecome bystanders 
Ml till this droma They did not want 
III assiicutle with the MHessiiinisl cry 
nnd tlie viulroce u1 Bh I ml ran wale, 
bill ihvv weie lei rifled uf l>ring left 
behind. If iiriyone clst^ever managed 
lo len<l a successful Sikh innvvment 
then uhlirv in the communiiy wniild 
l>e destroys d Nor enuJd they rule out 
I he pns.sihnav that the Congress dm 
ilitu) leailers were playmg u double 
guffir. Supposing the Congress guy. 
vriimeni oegotnited with RhinJrun* 
waie and ’'conceded" a few nf his 
<lvimMHiN wheri' would the A kalis be 
I hen V b w ;i s, ns even i s ha w proved. •» 
liagH case of nnschievoon govein* 
.nice and weak, unsuiv response 
which stoked a tire which wun went 
not of nmtiol. 

J hi ext I emit Is had stolen a march by 
starting an agiiatinn without asking 
the Akalis for perniist»inn vr even 
coopeiatioii However, the Aka* 
li^ ret used to take (he option of 
grand gesiui es like demanding seccs> 
sion. When on 12 and un l!> August 
19HI, a general secieinry and Mij\ uf 
the A kali Dul, Suk.i hinder .Singh, 
asked for a referendum in Punjab on 
the Khj|isrnn issue, the party forced 
him (o resign. The Akahii had three 
oi^rions open to them. *1 he first was to 
work closely with the extreotiyis; (his 
tvas advocated by SGPC president 
Tohro. On the other hand, die lormct 
chiel minivtei. Badai, contmued his 
silent efforts to take the party gra* 
daailv away from (he miJitam theix:* 
ruts, completely rejecting Bhindraii* 
wale and his ilk. A nd the pr'*stdeni of 
the Akali Hal, Sant lUrchand Singh 
LiMigowal, tried to stoer a middle 
course dojiending on lite issue in¬ 
volved and the poliiicai eiivironment 
ui which a der>Mon had to be (aken. 
However, al) the leadc^rs were agreed 
rhiit the party would have to do 
somoihing n they were not to be 
toially I so III led. They began talking 
ol a "hulv war" i<> win realisation (d 
I he dvmjuds listed in the Anandapur 
Ruhjb Resolution. 

Whui were they, specifically? 
First, Cbarutigarh must enmv T(» Pun* 


Why was there no self Jemen 
Ihe Akalis and the centre? \\ 
the/ace 0 /rising extremism'' 
India: The Siege Within. MJ, 
DeJhi alJowed the wound td, 
published by Penguin BodJIs 
70b Eros Apartments. 56 Nei 
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A NATION S UNITY 


K«fU RhMrnwalc on itie itmee of (bt com^eu b* ambWon 







tTRACT 


of Punjab 


)/Punjab’s problems despite □ series 0 /talks between 
y did the moderate AkaJis/aiJ to assert themselves in 
n the concluding portion of the extitJci from his book. 
lKBAR onaiyses how the CongressflJ government in 
|come septic, instead 0 / healing it. The book is 

t d- (represented in Indio by Penguin Oversees Ltd. 
Place. New Delhi 110 019. price Rs 46.60). 



Jab, without any tarritorjaJ cum* 
p«nsa(ion to Haryana. Second, Pun- 
jabi'Speakin^ areas left uutsidc Pun¬ 
jab should be brought into the sioie. 
Tturd. the control of ihe Punjab 
irrigation headworks should be in 
the hands of tho Punjab government, 
as should be the managemeni nf the 
Bhakra-Kangal dam. Fourth, Punjab, 
being a riparian state, must be 
allowed much more chan the 24 per 
cent share of the waters it gec>, (the 
rest went to non-ripanan states like 
Haryana and Rajasthan}. Filth, there 
should be greater industrialisatmr 
through a larger investment of cen¬ 
tral funds in Punjab. Sixth, the cen¬ 
tre, accepting the principle of 
genuine Meralism, must surrender 
some of the power it had usurped 
from the states Seventh, army re¬ 
cruitment should be on meni, nut 
population percentage. Eighth, Sikh 
farmers in the Terai region of Uttar 
Pradesh should not lace a;»y haiuss- 
meni. Then there were the religious 
demands: the instaJJation of a radiu 
staiioti to relay hymns from the Gul¬ 
den Temple; election to the manage¬ 
ments of all gurdwarBs in the c^nin* 
try; and a ban on the sale of lobacco 
and liquor around the Golden Tem¬ 
ple area, that is, in the precincts of | 
the wailed part of Amritsar These 
demands were presented in 19K1. 

In the autumn of 1932. the guv.'iu. 
ment of India staged, at a prohibitive 
cost, the Asian Games. Such wus the 
paranoia of a frightened Delhi that 
special security measures were 
mounted to prevent any satx»iage by 
Sikh extremists. This included aihit- 
rary body searches on Sikhs, Not 
even senior ex-servicemen lincluding 
generals) were exempt. Calling this 
the ultimate humiliatroit, the Akali< 
started a *holy war** to achieve their 
demands. It was quite a while later, 
more than a year, m tact, that t)ie 
Akalis got a hrainwavp and added j 
one mure demand to their list. 

Article 2i of the Consiiiutiun of 
India guarantees the fundamenidl 
right of every Indian to freedom of 
religion ^Subject to public order, 
EDoraJity and health and to the other 
provisions of this part, all persons 
are equally enilikd to fceedom of 
conscience and the rifdit freely to * 
profess, practise »^td propagate reli¬ 
gion.'* A secood clause said: “No¬ 
thing in this article shall aftect the 
operation of any existing law or pre¬ 
vent the State from making any law 
(a) regulanng or reitrictmg any eco¬ 
nomic. financial, political or other 
secular activity which may be associ¬ 
ated with religious practice; (b) pro¬ 
viding for social welfare and reform 
or throwug open of Hindu religious 
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institutions of a public character to 
all classes and sections of Hindus." 
Two ckpianacions followed. First, 
^The wearing and carrying of kir* 
pans .shall be deemed to be included 
in the profession of the Sikh reli¬ 
gion.” ^cond, "In sub-clause (b) of 
clause (2), the reference to Hindus 
shall be construed as including a 
reference to persons professing the 
Sikh. Jarna or Buddhist religion, and 
the reference to Hindu religious in* 
stiluiions shall be construed accor¬ 
dingly.” 

Red rag. Tu the Akali Dal, which 
was formed in 1920 precisely to res> 
cue the Sikh faith and identity, the 
inclusion of the Sikh in the "classes 
and sections of Hinduv” was nothing 
short uf sacrilege The "holy war” 
was intensified, and senior Akali 
leaders publicly burnt Article 2S of 
the Constitution and went to jail in 


March 1984. But the surprise was not 
that the Akahs were raising de* 
mands, but that there had as yet not 
been any solution to the Akali*£>elhi 
confrontation. What the moderate 
Akalis really wanted was a "victory*' 
over Delhi which could enable them 
to take the initiative away from the 
ektremists by restoring their credi¬ 
bility as "champions of the Sikhs.** 
Even a blind government in Delhi 
could hav«> seen that and offered a 
way out as Nehru did so often when 
doahng with Master Tara Singh and 
Sant Fateh Singh. But instead of 
healing the wound. Mrs Gandhi 
allowed it to become septic. 

The truth was that, at one ttme or 
another, a solution had been worked 
out to each one nf the Akali de* 
jnands. And the moderate Akalis. 
eager to make metiers easier for 
Delhi, were only too wilPng to leave 



the unresolved issues to the dascre* 
lion of either the Supreme Cotm or 
an acceptable third party. The Akalis 
were as anxious to get off the back of 
the tiger as anyone else. Whatever 
may have been ibeir contradictions, 
whatever their political ploys, they 
understood that this time around 
there was a dangerous element to the 
confrontation over which they had no 
control: the violent, well-armed well- 
financed secessionists, who were not 
responsible to majority Sikh opinion 
or to reason, and were fanatic about 
their dream. 

T he government had indicated 
chat it was willing to concede the 
religious demands. There femained 
the political side. Tht biggest issue 
was Chandigarh. But Mrs Gandhi 
herself as early as in 1970, had 
categorically awarded Chandigarh to 


Punjab. As far as Farilka and Abohar 
were concerned, in order to transfer 
them to Haryana, a ten*mile long and 
four* mile wide corridor would have 
to be created since the areas were 
not even contiguous to Haryana. 
They could easily be left in Punjab. 
The Akalis suggested a way out of 
the boundaries, head works and wa¬ 
ter distribution impasses by suggest¬ 
ing third party arbitration. As for 
centre-state relations. Delhi had 
appointed a commission to examine 
th« matter. Army recruiioienc and 
the problems of the Terai region 
were not important enough to be¬ 
come stumbling blocks. As for Arti¬ 
cle 2S, the government was willing to 
let a panel of judges consider the 
proposed amendment. Then why was 
there no settlement? The answer did 
nor lie only in intransigence, of 
which of course we had ample evi- 

I 


dence. It also lay in a new, and very 
untypical policy that influenced Con* 
gress<I) decision-making in the post* 
1990 spell of Mrs Indira Gandhi's 
rule. 

A feeling had begun to grow, to¬ 
wards the end of the Seventies that 
since Independence the minorities 
had been pampered at the cost of the 
Hindu majority. The charge of 
appeasement for electoral gam was 
brought particularly againat the Con¬ 
gress, which had always sought and 
got the vote of the minorities. Nehru 
of course was the arch villain of this 
"plot,” but his daughter was held no 
le»< guilty. The highly publicised 
conversions tn Islam of e few hun¬ 
dred untouchables in the Tumi) Nadu 
village uf Meenakshipuram in 1981 
was propagated a»> the final siruw. 
Hindu revivalists beuan saying that 
in Hindu-majoricy Ijiiia Hinduism, 
not Islam, was now in danger. Orga 
nisations like the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad and Virat Hindu Sammelan 
(headed by the descendant nf Gulab 
Singh Dogra, Karan Singh; doubled 
and redoubled their efforts i» "save 
Hinduism." And such was the impact 
that Mrs Gandhi also began tu be¬ 
lieve that there was bound to be a 
"Hindu backlash" against any furth¬ 
er "pampering" of the minorities. 
Far from challenging such revival¬ 
ism. she decided to ride it an far as it 
would take her And so. there was nor 
even the minor consolation of words 
of sympathy from Mrs Gandhi afiri 
Moradebad saw m 1981 une of the 
worst instances of violence against 
Muslims in independent India. 11ie 
Hindu revivalists reached their high 
puiot when in 1983 they organised 
cross-country marches to "Save 
Hinduism." 

Mrs Gandhi often displayed a 
strong antiminority stance. Pakistan 
became a favourite target foi her 
rhetoric. $hc did not stop at that. She 
kept hinting that the Muslims in 
India had still not given up their 
desmiciive games; there was always 
talk of a "foreign conspiracy” behind 
any problem related to Muslims. The 
same suspicions were continually 
aroused about the Sikhs, and with 
the latter it became a self-fulfilling 
prophecy to an extent. Mrs Gandhi 
did not, therefore, have a Punjab 
policy; she had a minorities policy 
wbich she extended to the two minor¬ 
ity states, Punjab and Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Sikhs, and particularly 
the Akalis, were painted in the 
speeches made by her and her son. 
Rajiv Gandhi, as potential secession- 
ista. And the Muslim*) of Jammu and 
Kashmir, along with their leader Dr 
ParooQ Abdullah, had to face even 
more blatant accusations of 
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treachery and w(»rse. Ir was radical 
departure from traditional Congress 
behaviour. In the past, li and when a 
section of the Sikhs or the Muslims 
tended to make anti.pacrioric noises, 
it used ro be deli irately played 
down by the centre, while those Sikh 
and Muslim leaders who showed 
faith in the Constitution of India 
were tiiven prominence. Xuw we had 
just the opposite scenario. While it 
was National Conference leader Dr 
Faruoq Abdullah who kepi innsUng 
every minute that he was an Indian 
first and lave, that Kashmir was an 
integral part of India, it was Indira 
and Rajiv Gandhi who kept making 
snide and open references to the 
quality of Farooq Abdullah's pa< 
triotism. It was a disastrous exercise 
in a centnfu^i internal fwlicy. bom 
our of a misinterpretation of the 
popul.ir Hindu mu<^ of north India 

And so in Punjab, instead of 
cooperating with the Akalis to isolate 
the Sikh extremists, Delhi played 
into their hands. Fanatic Hindu orga¬ 
nisations were encouraged to 
‘'teach" the Sikhs a lesson. A Hindu 
Frankenstein, who would not listen 
when Delhi eventually began seek* 
ing pence, was encouraged the Hin. 
du Suraksha Samiii (Hindu Safety 
I Organisation) led by Piiwan Sharma 
1 rose to the "defence" of Hindus. The 
> price which this Frankenstein ex 
traded began io be paid evidently in 
February 19M, when after successful 
private negotiaiions the government 
was ready io sign a settlement with 
the Akalis dt formal tripartite 
meeting which mclud.'d the opposl. 
tion parties. On the very day of this 
meeting (he chunce* of peace was 
sabotaged by the i*amiti, which had 
become nervous about whut the Aka- 
h-Congres5 dea) might mean fur it. 
While the talks were In progress, the 
Hindu Suraksha Samiti indulged in 
daylong violence against the Sikhs in 
Haryana, humiliating, tei rorising, in. 
juring and killing innocent, isolated 
Sikhs. The talks collapsed. And Bhin- 
dranwale. sitting m the comfort of 
the Golden Temple, was particularly 
delighted. Not only had Hindus des¬ 
troyed (he chance of a setilement, 
but he had more fodder for his anti- 
Hindu commtmalism 

But the most unique thing abowl 
the long tale of terror in Punjab from 
L981 ro June ehar. despite 

all the provocation and opportunity, 
de.spire all the engineered tension 
and suspicion, there was no outbreak 
of mass mayhem and rioting on the 
1947 pattern. It is the age of the 
•eml«autoinaric now, not the sword, 
and any such rioti would heva led to 
muMcrae Tho Sikh sauos did not 
reapond ro Bhindranwalo'a afforti to 
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create anti-Hindu riots. The Akalis. 
caught in a cleft, remained unsure 
about when to break publicly and 
openly with Bhindranwate. By May 
19B4 they were edging in that direc 
tion. The Akal Takht. the highest 
authority of the Sikh faith, began to 
prepare charges against Bhmdran- 


wale. The secessionist Sant re* 
sponded by saying that he would not 
listen to the Akal Takht; the Akal 
Takht warned that never in the his¬ 
tory of Sikhism had the Akal Takht 
been disobeyed, and it would not 
tolerate disobedience now, 
Bhindranwale's problem was not 
only an uncertain Akali leadership, 
hut also the fact that (he large major 
iry of the Sikhs were simply not 
interested in breaking India's unity. 
It was not only the urban or (ha 
Mashabi Sikhs who felt this way— 
but also the Khalsa Jats. including 
most of Bhindranwale's neighbours 
in his birthplace, the village Rode, 
when I visited it in February 19B4. 
The young man I spoke to reacted 
sharply when I suggested that 
perhaps Rode should get ready ro 
enjoy celebrity status as the new 
spiritual capital of Khalistant 
“Where do you stay?" he asked me. 
"In Calcutta," I replied. “Could you 
rent me a room in Calcutta?" he 
asked. I asked why. “To live in, if 
Khahstan ever becomes a reality,'* 
he said. "Who would want to live in a 
country ruled by this mad Sant?” he 
asked. The unanswered question is 
how many people have changed such 
views after the Army action in the 
Golden Temple three months later, 
hnw many of those who spumed the 
living Bhindranwale have become 
followers of the dead secessionist. 

A sharp tnan sitting on a roof, 
dreaming of becoming the preacher/ 
warrtor/king, talking already as a 
head of state, saying that if the 
government of India or its Prime 
MiniMer Mrs Gandhi wanted to talk 
to him they could come to the Golden 
Temple, he would not go to Delhi: 
was his death a victory: Was ha 
afraid of anything, I asked, including 
death. “I am not afraid of death." he 
had answered. “A Sikh cannot be 
afraid of death; if he is afraid, he is 
not a Sikh." There was the glow of 
adulation nn the surrounding faces 
while the Sant looked most pleased 
with his impromptu proverb. The 
many threads of convinction, emo* 
lion, honour. Identity, fear, growth, 
pfrosperity, dependence, opportun* 
ism, chincanery, greed, nobility, hel¬ 
plessness, fanaticism, ambition will 
knio and purl as Puniab goes through 
vet another iiplitaval. The qua¬ 
drangular wai between a volatile if 
divided Sikh majority, the deter* 
mined secessionist, a hardened Hin¬ 
du and an elected government itiflu* 
enced by many variables will test 
secular, democratic India as never 
before. If India proves larger than 
the petty ambitioDs of passmi lead* 
ers. Bam Jamail Singh Bhindranwale 
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ANALYSIS 

The River Waters Dispute 

Successive centra] governments hove not made sufficient efforts to solve the 
problem, writes Madhu Limaye 


T he Anandpur Resolution does 
noi contain any elaLmrate dis¬ 
cussion regardinis the dis- 
iribuiiun of river waters 
among Punjab, Haryann and Rajas¬ 
than. In the section on agricultural 
sector there i& nnly a cursory refer¬ 
ence to this pruhJem. The Resolution 
says that the Akali Party will ‘‘make 
special efforts to bring the Them 
Dam and the Bhatinda Thermal plant 
to a speedy completion” so that in¬ 
creased and cheaper power and 
irrigation facilities are made avail¬ 
able. In the Resolution, there is also 
a demand for the establishment of an 
atomic power station m Punjab. And 


yet dtstributiun of the river waters 
has become a main issue of contan 
tion. Majority of the peasants have 
become extremely conscious, and are 
easily swayed by the prospect of both 
Increase and cut in supplies of irriga¬ 
tion wntei. 

The coots nf this problem go back 
by many decades. When the waters 
of the Indus and its tributaries began 
to be topped on a large scale, both 
the provinces of British India as well 
as the native princely states began to 
press their claims for more water. 
The partition of India and the split* 
ting up of the Indus territories be¬ 



tween two sovereign and often anig' 
gonistic states gave a new turn to the 
problem. There was a long period of 
negotiations between the two gov¬ 
ernments as also sustained third par¬ 
ty mediation. The result of these 
•long-drawn-out parleys under the au¬ 
spices of I he World Bank was the 
Indus Waters Treaty signed in I960. 
India's representatives, the foremost 
among them Niranjan 0. Gulbaii, 
played an outstaodiag role in effec¬ 
tively putting across India's case for 
a large share of these waters. They 
argu^ the country's case not as 
Punjabis. Haryanvts or Rajastha¬ 
nis—they argu^ the matter as pat¬ 


riots free from ail parochial taints. 

The Indian representatives made 
use of modern ideas in the matter of 
development of river resources: iiiul* 
liple purpose plans and river basin 
concepts. They forcefully argued 
that there was need for an integrated 
basin development programme be¬ 
cause of the interrelaiionship "be¬ 
tween the availability of water and 
its possible uses in the various sec* 
tors of a drainage area." (l/.Af. Pane] 
of Experts Keport. p.50 and p\). 
Optimum development of water ra- 
sources was "to be treated on the 
basis of a whole drainage basin or an 


entire river system." The focus was 
on "the basic hydrologic unity of the 
basin", (Oovolopment of f/irer-Etere 
R/vers By. N.D. Gulhati. pp.49-50). 
The idea of bringing large tracts of 
arid and desert areas under irriga¬ 
tion and the prospects of growing 
food and other crops, of feeding and 
clothing the hungry millions could 
not fail to appeal to the humanita¬ 
rian instincts uf the World Bank 
mediators. A narrow approach would 
have failed to move them. It would 
not be out of place here to give some 
idea of the vision ih*it moved India's 
chief negotiator: 

A river basin is a topographic 
entity. While political boundaries 
may change from time to time and 
the governments which exercise 
control over e basin may change 
in number or in nature, the limits 
of the watershed of a river remain 
fixed for all time. In case of scarci¬ 
ty of water in relation to require¬ 
ments, the watershed boundary 
provides a definite area within 
which to ration the waters; other¬ 
wise there would be no end to the 
claims that may he made on the 
scarce resource. 

The water resources of a river 
basin are directly related to the 
area within the watershed. The 
volume of surface-flow into the 
river is a direct result of the 
rainfall within the limits of the 
watershed. The quantum of 
ground waters within a basin is, in 
most basins and. in any case, over 
all or most part uf a basin, also 
related to the natural or artificial 
application of water within the 
area bounded by the watershed 
line. (Development of Inter-State 
Rivert, by N.D. Gulhati, p.89). 

What constitutes the Indus basin 
has always been a debatable r^iies- 
tion. The Indian Irrigation Commis¬ 
sion of 1901*1903 joined the Luni 
basin to that of the Indus. It then 
demarcated this more broadbased 
concept of the Indus basin from (He 
Jamuna*Ganga basin. Gulhati hjm* 
self thought it impiuper to add the 
Luni basin to the Indus basin. It ii 
not disputed that eastern Rajasthan 
does not fall in the Indus basin. It 
comes within the limiis of the Jamu* 
na-Ganu basin. But Gulhati's con¬ 
cept of tha Indus basin definitely 
included the western parts of Rajas¬ 
than (Jalsalner and Bikaner) in this 
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nv«r ^stem. In making tKe firtai 
allocation of the Indus wacen be* 
tween India and Pakistan the 
mediators were profoundly influ* 
enced by the concept of integrated 
development of the entire Indus 
basin and, in particular, (he idea of 
making the Rajasthan desert bloom. 

The demarcarion line between the 
Indus and the Ganga basins in 
Haryana is very thin. '‘The water* 
shed between the Sutluj and the 
Jumuna," in what was then south¬ 
ernmost Punjab, “is so flat as to be 
vinually indistingmshable'’ (Thein> 
<tus Rivers. By Aloys A, Michel, 

The BhikraBeas-Rajasthan pr> 
ject did not suddenly spring into 
existence in 19S5 It grew gradually. 
Nevertheless since it was fully real* 
ised (hat the Sutlej waters stored at 
Bakra would be inadequate lor the 
i Rajasthan project, investigations 
I were started on the Beas» b<ith at the 
'' Pong dam site and at the Pandoh 
I diversion siie. as early as 19S5 (Ibid. 

I p..^21) Mjchel wrutf (hat “no hard” 

I data on the drainage aspects of the 
! Rajasthnii project was available 
“With mnsi of the laieruis or disiri* 
butaries poihUng towards the Baha 
I walpui (Pakistan) border," he 
thought that ihe Indian assumption 
was that “the sub-soil water will 
drain in that direct ion.“l Ibid, ' 

Although Michel is by no mean.s | 
sympathetic to India and is in lact a 
critic of the Rajasthan project, his ' 
cniuism itself show^ that western I 
Rajavihsui is indeed a part of the I 
Indus basin. He has devoted almost 
two pages to a discussion of the ' 
definlcion uf “catchment area," of 
drainage and whether it include.^ 
only surface flows or also sub-surfacc i 
flows. He has further analysed the ; 
relevant ireatv provisions ffbtd. . 
pp.336-40), Michel lamented that the i 
Indus Water Treaty did mu solve the [ 
problem of the irrigation .iffluems of i 
the Rajasthan project (Ibid, p.336). i 

. study commissioned by the Indi- 
I Law Institute, basing itself on 

^ modern developments, has observed 
that apart from the tributaries there : 
may be “other waters including ' 
underground waters” which conth* I 
bute to the total flow of an interna* [ 
tional river. The words “river** and 
“riparian states" have been substi¬ 
tuted, m interna lion a), law by “drain* 
ege basin" and “basin states." The 
international drainage basin is de* 
fined by Helsinki rules “es a geog* 
raphical area extending over two or 
more sutes determined by the water* 

. abed limits of the aysrem of waters, 
including surface and underground 
iiKminus**.if thare is to be interna* 


(ional law governing use of interna¬ 
tional waters, the law must apply to 
all the waters of drainage basin and 
the states whose territories lie within 
its basin ” (Quoted in Inter St Mte 
Water Oispures m indie. An Indian 
Law Institute Studv. Tripaihi, 1971, 
p*93). 

The purpose of the foregoing dis* 
cussion is to show that since the 
distribution of the Indus waters be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan had the 
development of Rajasthan as one of 
Its main objects, it would be quite 
wrong for the successor states of the 
former state of East Punjab to deny 
the rightful claims of Rajasthan to be 
taken into consideratiun in any final 
settlement of the Indus water dis¬ 
pute in north-western India. 

Throughout the Indn-Pakisiao 
ncgoiiations under the World Bank 
auspices, the Indian representatives 
hod a very difficult task to perform. 
These difficulties can be appreciated 
by having a look at the initial posi* 
lion of the governments of India and 
Pakistan. We have to bear in mind 
the known Western sympathy for 
Pakistan. The plans presented by the 
(wo governments, even after mutual 
concessions, “differed widely”; 


Indian Plan 

Lseable supplies allotted to 
India o All of the Eastern 
rivers and 7'\ of the 
Western rivers. 

Pakistan e None of the Eastern 
rivers and 90'. of the 
Western rivers. 

Pakistan Plan 

Useable supplies allotted to 
India 


Pakistan 


(Indus Waters Treaty, by N.D 

Guihati, pp. 134-3S) 


These were the original claims of 
the parties. The Treaty, as it finally 
emerged, said: "All the waters of the 
eastern rivers shall be available for 
the unreatritted use uf India (Article 
III) ” It also made certain allocations 
to Pakistan during atrartsitionjieriod 
which was to terminate in 1970. 
Pakistan was to receive "for unres¬ 
tricted ose* all the waters of the 
western rivers flowing into Pakistan 
subject to certain limited and speci¬ 
fied uses lor India. But India was not 


e 30**0 of the Eastern 
rivers and none of the 
Western rivers. I 
• 70'V of (he Eastern I 
livers and all of the | 
Western rivers 


to construct any storage re&ervuirs 
on these rivers (Article III). If we 
look at the original claims and the 
final allocations it will be perceived 
that lndia*s case was so cojtent and 
irs claims so modest that India could 
secure a jusi allocation for itself For 
developing alternative sources to the 
waters which were being used by 
Pakistan at the time of partition, 
India had "to make a fixed contribu* 
(ion of Pounds Sterling 62.060,900 
towards the cost of these works (Arti* 
cle V)." It is alleged by the con¬ 
cerned states that all these factors 
have been ignored by some narrow¬ 
minded politicians and experts in 
Punjab while advncoting (he claims 
of (heir own state. 

The definition of the term **tribut' 
a^” in the Treaty is so comprehen¬ 
sive that IT obviously bears the im* 
print of Gulhad and of his way of 
thinking. I.e( me quote Gulhaij: 
"The term 'tributary* of a river 
means any surface channel, 
whether in continuous or intermit¬ 
tent flow and by whatever name 
celled, whose waters in the natu¬ 
ral course would fall into that 
river, e g., a tnhuiary, a torrent, ■ 
natural drainage, an artificial 
drainage, a nadi, a naltah, a nei. a 
khad. a cho. The term also in¬ 
cludes any sub-tributary or 
branch or subsidiary channel, by 
whatever name called, whose wa¬ 
ters. in the naiuial course, would 
directly or otherwise flow into 
that surface channel. (Indus Wa¬ 
ters rreaty, by N. 1). Guihati. 
pp.376*77). 

Paul Singh Dhillon, former chief 
engineer, Irrigation Works, Punjab, 
has contested the validity of the 
Indus basin and integrated develop¬ 
ment of the whole Indus catchment 
area and has invoked ihv doctrine of 
. riparian states to exclude Haryana 
and Rajasthan from the use of irriga* 
tion waters of (he three eastern riv* 

! ers allocated to India. Though a 
I champion of the Punjab monopoly 
over these waters, he had lo concede 
that Gulhati’s concept of "the indi* 
visible hydrolo^c unit*' played an 
important part in shaping (ha Indus 
I Warers Treaty and ita provisions with 
regard to final allocation. In a foot¬ 
note (o his book. A Tale of Two 
Rii'ers, Dhillon wrires: 

The hypothesis uf Ghaggar basin 
being a part of (he Indus basin, a 
pet child of Guihati, had to be 
adopted in the national interest in 
(he context of negotiations with 
Pakistan for the division of waters 
of the Indus system so as to mag¬ 
nify the Indian part of the Indus 
basin and thereby prop up what, 
at that time, appeared to be our 
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water. I am not pleading any &(ate*s 
case. I am only pleading for fair play, 
for putting national interest above 
parochial considerations. River wa* 
ter distribution is a highly technical 
and complex matter. The American 
Supreme Court thought that instead 
of a judicial adjudication* mutual 
agreement was preferable in a mat* 
ter like this. Party politics and rival* 
ries, however, preclude adoption of 
this salutory suggestion in India’s 
case. So lei there be recourse to a 
tribunal Rut must we not have the 
assurance that its decision will not be 
challenged and sought to be over* 
thrown by exira-constitutional 
means? 

The reorganisation of Punjab 
caused fresh difficulties. The dispute 
continued through the Seventies. 
There were fact finuing committees. 
Planning Commission interventions 
and also recommendations by the 
chairman. Central Water Commls* 
sion. Finally, the central government 
issued a notification on 24 March 
1976 under the powers conferred to 
it by the Punjab Reorganisatinn Act. 
Throughout, the Punjab government 
disputed these findings, recom* 
mendations and orders. 

In the general election of 1977 the 
Congress was defeated from Punjab 
to Orissa. An Akali janata coalition 
came to power in Punjab. Two Akall 
mini«ters were included in the cen* 
fral council of ministers. It was wide* 
ly expected that the induction of the 
non Congress governments both at 
the centre and in the states would 
not only have a moderating effect on 
the conflict but also result in a settle* 
meni of all outstanding issues. Foi a 
lime it seemed that a new era in 
Sikh Hindu amity and cemre*9tate 
relations had been inaugurated. But 
the Janata government failed to set* 
tie the dispute 

The draft of the Anandpur Resolu* 
tion had been adopted on October 
1973. It was finalised on 1 August 
1977. The resolution was passed at 
the Ludhiana Conference of the Aka 
U Party in October 1976. It is not as if 
the grievances and demands of Pun* 
jab originated in 1980 after Indira 
Gandhi returned to power. The quei* 
tion is legitimate as to why the 
Jan8ta*Akali government did not 
work out a beiilement regarding the 
reasonable Akali demand, persuad* 
ing the Akali party to drop the rest. 
Why did they not set a noble example 
before the country in the matter of 
national integration? 

The late Indira Gandhi can certainly 
be held retponiible for the crisis 1a 
Punjab. But Is tha opposition fret 
from crlticiim? Mrs Gandhi was 
quite fair whan she told tha BBC 


sagging requirements of these wa* 
ters. This was necessary to streng¬ 
then our bargaining position in 
the said negotiations. Pakistan's 
designee is said to have contested 
this hypothesis on the basis of 
pre-partition records, but the 
posc-pariition records of govern¬ 
ment of India, prepared and 
fielded by Gulbati with sure 
effect, proved more than a match 
for the former. 

This question has now assumed 
crucial importance in the context 
of Ravi*Beas water dispute be¬ 
tween Punjab, Haryana and Ra¬ 
jasthan. because it is only by the 
extension of the Indus over the 
Ghaggar hasin that the iwo latter 
states can normally become enti¬ 
tled to a share in Ravi Bees waters 
on the basis of the has in concept, 
as described hereafter. (A Tgle of 
Two Riv4rs, by Paul Singh DhiJ* 

Ion, up.6*7). 

It was thus proper for India to 
advance the concept of Indus as an 
indivisible hydrologic unit in order 
to win a larger share of its waters for 
Itself, but it is wrong to use that 
concept to Justify allocation of water that this was done for the “digestion'* 
to Rajasthan and Haryana. The for of the World Bank. Thus a case is 
meq Ohillon justifies in the name of cynically being built for violating the 
“national exigency" or as “extra* sanctity of an inter-state agreement 
scientific considerations" advanced which it must be remembered, had 
"in national interest." But he has no an international ramification, 
compucation in denying the validity My object in examining the various 
of the concept to refuse a there of the aspects of the river water problem is 
waters, jointly won in the name of not to refute Puniab's case for more 

all, to the sister states of Rajasthan - 

and Haryana Could anything be 
more immoral? (A T«te of Two Riv¬ 
ers, Paul Singh Dhillon, pp&8). Dis¬ 
putes over distribution of river wa- | 
cers between states are not a new 

phenomenon. The fathers of our Con- — 

siitution realised this and so they B 

empowered the Parliament to pass 

legislation on this subject to tackle 

the problem. Two laws were in fact 

made by Parliament a 

resolving these Even be* ^ 

fore these laws were passed the gov* ' B^B v 

ernment of India realised the urgen* ' 

cy of reaching an inter*stace agree* 

ment and according sanction to- 

some of the proposed new works 

Culhati wrote from Washington ^ 

(January 19S3> emphasing the ne- w ^ 

cessity of bringing “home to the B ^ 

visiting World Bank and Pakistani r 

groups the need for. and the import* 
ance we to the full utilisa- 

Indu of the waters of the 
eastern An agreement was ^^B 

Jammu and Kashmir, 
the PEPSU and Rajaa* 

Tha largest share water waa ; 
allocated to Rajasthan. {Mut Weter 

Treaty, Gulhati. p. 358). R. S. GUI in '-- ■ ■■ ■ ■■■ — J 

hii foreword to Dmilon’s book ariues Prakaik Shah laM 
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interviewer: 

Firstly, ihe Akali Ual, which is a 
political party* with whom we 
were calking, did not raise or 
press their der^ands lor three 
year^ when they were in power in 
Punjab and had two of iheir 
ministers in the central govern¬ 
ment. The agitation started only 
when they lost the election rather 
badly to my party. (Parhor. 20 
June 1984). 

Among the important crisis arising 
out of (he formation of the Punjabi 
Subha was (his issue <>f distribution 
of the waters of Ravi and 8eas. Could 
the Janata Prime Ministerhavetaken 
the stand that since he was opposed 
to the formation of the Subha he was 
not concerned with its fall-outa? He 
could not do that. But that seemed to 
be his attitude to the problem. The 
problem was of course, placed before 
Morarji Desai by (he Punjab and 
Haryana chief ministers. It was dis¬ 
cussed threadbare at several meet¬ 
ings held in which Morarji Desai 
participeied. The Haryana govern 
ment was insisting on the imple- 
menuiioe of the Centra] Govern¬ 
ment's Order of 1976. The Punjab 
govemmant wanted a revision of the 
order. Morarji at one stage 


threatened to use senctions egainsi 
the Punjab government should it fail 
to execute its pari of (he Sutiuj- 
Jamuna Link Canel, But he did not 
carry out his threat. He always 
wanted (hai the two governments 
should appoint him as the sole arbit¬ 
rator and accept his award. Morarji 
Desai emphatically declined to refer 
the water dispute to a tribunal which 
could have been set up under the 
Inter-State River Water Disputes 
Act. He asked the concerned states 
(0 file suits if they felt like doing so. 
Low suits were filed by the two 
governments: Punjab challenged the 
validity of the 1976 order end 
Haryana pressed for its implementa¬ 
tion. The real reason wby Morarji 
Desai did not intervene was diffe¬ 
rent. His principal private secretary. 
V. Shankar, once told chief minis¬ 
ter Devi laps cabinet colleague that 
(he Prime Minister was not keen on 
deciding the question because Devil- 
al was not in his good books. When 
Prakash Singh Badal asked Morarji 
Desai to hand over the Bakra-Nangal 
headworks to Punjab, the Ptime 
Minister flatly refused. Surjeet 
Singh Barnala was the irrigation 
minister in Morarji's cabinet. Re is 
not known to have resigned on the 
issue. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


SUPI POETRY 

Poems of Peace and Tolerance 


Hy DR NAZifl AHMAD 

A nyone looking at the Muslim 
insiitutions of Indo-Pakistan 
would be struck fay the fact 
I hut from Haryana east¬ 
wards, there are wellestahUshed 
theological institutions like 
iK'obanJ, Bereili, Lucknow and Asi- 
mabad. etc,, from where thousands 
upon thousands of have 

fiiuducited and later worked for 
spreading theological knowledge all 
over the subcontinent. But to the 
west of Haryana, in Punjab. Sind, ! 
Baluchistan und the Frontier, there I 
are hiirdly any comparable institu, 
tions. Instead, there are khdftquhs 
and djr^diis of sufi saints like Hu* 
jveri. Mian Mir Shah Husain and 
Bullhe Shah (Lahore); Babe Farid 
tPukpnttar): Shah Latif (Bhii, Sind) 
and Kahman Baba (Fruniier) Must of 
th,*m are also poets of the first rank 
whose verses are known by heart by 
tho rommnn folk. Ii is this poetry 
ruiher than the sermons of the mul> 
lull anil molvi which has given the > 
(oik here their aims and ideals of hf«. 
This, perhaps, will be regarded as a 
simplistic picture of the east and 
west social institutions for, as a mat, 
ter of fact, there are sacred shrines at 
Ajmer, Katyer and Delhi and there 
ore theological madressahs at Lahore 
end Multan. But it is undeniable thai 
the poetry of sufi saints has influ¬ 
enced the lives of rh<> folk in the west 
much more than in the east and 
tell gated the mdiJres:>ah to a second 
l><iMtion. 

I 

! The Suit creed 

\ before discussing this influence, 
we should first know whai a sufi is 
and what it is that he teaches. Bnef* 
ly, a sufi is a Musulman who empha* 
\isGs the importance of the conteau 
< meaning and the spirit of Islamic 
religious practices as against their 
tormal observance. Not that he de* 
nirs ihc obligation of saying prayers 
r>r I he giving uf zakat alms. Rather, 
he thinks that the genuflexions of the 
prayers without the feeling of God’s 
presencD while at them are no 
' prayers at all. Similarly, he would 
soy that zukai js not the giving away 
(if 2'/ pet cent of what ii man has 
savod from a vear's earnings, but it Is 
Miher keeping 2*'i per cent for him* 
self and giving away the rest in 
charity. A sufi’s conception of God, 


too. is different from that of the 
mullah who thinks of Him as a dis¬ 
tant Being in the high heavens. To a 
sufi. God is near, nearer even than 
his jugular vein and residing in the 
believer’s heart. Again, while a mid- 
lah's main concern is to make people 
fear God. the sufi dwells more on 
God’s foigiveness of sins that man 
cannot help committing. 

Not long ago. many western and 
Indian critics of Islam used lo say 
that the liberal ideas of svfism were 
alien to original Islam and had been 
borrowed from Neo-Plaionism of the 
west and Vedanta of India. Lajwanti 
Ramikrishna of Lahore in her book. 
Punjabi Sufi Potn. took much mali¬ 
cious pleasure in pointing out that 
the highest in sufism was but a 
second .hand copy of Arfvaira, the 

To a sufl. God is near* 
nearer even than this 
jugular vein and 
residing in the 
believer's heart...the 
sufi dwells more on 
God's forgiveness of 
sins that man cannot 
help committing. 


Hindu term for the Unity of Being. 
However, all modern authorities on 
Islam, both eist and vrest. are now 
unanimous that taaawwuf is an in¬ 
digenous movement in Islam which 
began as asceticism, which in turn 
was a reaction against the sudden 
influx of wealth thar resulted from 
Islamic conquests in its vtfy first 
century. L^ter, when ideas of love 
and God’s immanence got empha¬ 
sised, it became Islamic mysticism, 
i.e.. lasawwu/. 

T he name ’’sufi*' is derived from 
the Arabic word su/which means 
wool Rough woollen garments were 
being worn by Christian ascetics be¬ 
fore Islam, and these were adopted 
by the Muslim ascetics too. Those 
Muslim aKeiics who adopted them 
began to be called sufia. 


When Sufism first came ro the 
subcontinent, k was already a well, 
developed doctrine of Tariqat (the 
path), and was divided into many 
silsilai or brotherhoods, as attested 
by Hujven in hts classic, Kashf-ut- 
Mahjuh. He wav the first notable Sufi 
mester who cama tu ihe subconti¬ 
nent, having migiated from Ghaxm 
to Lahore in the 11th century. Lahore 
at that time was <i centre o( Islamic 
learning 

Another notable ' .'.uro of the time 
was Masud Su'ad Knlinan of l^hiire, a 
distinguished Persian poet, "f whom 
it is said that he also wrote I’unjabi 
“si harfis." which shows that Mus¬ 
lims and non-Muslims were already 
meeting each other intimutely. Hu¬ 
jven also was a PersiHii poer but he 
wrote no Punjabi His influence In 
the Punjab was muinlv due to his 
personal charactet and the khaiiquh 
that he sei up. The (.iij^dt irjl>es 
around Lahore were ihe first tu be¬ 
come his disciples. Kven to this day 
(he Gujjars of Lahore niak^ un offer¬ 
ing uf the entire produce uf their 
day's milk at Hujveri's shrine on his 
annual "urs.*' It would be useless to 
look fur milk in the markets of La¬ 
hore on (hat day. 

Central Asiao 
emigrants 

While Islamic armies wore rapidly 
advancing in northern India at the 
beginning uf the l.fth century, unex¬ 
pected changes were taking place in 
Central Asia. The Mongol hordes had 
begun invading the Muslim home¬ 
lands to the east till they had com¬ 
pletely d'esiruyed the Abbasid 
caliphate. Mu&iirns who escaped with 
their lives from the Central Asian 
countries migrated to Fgypt, Africa, 
India and other far-off countries. 
Aoiuiig the waves of Muslim mig¬ 
rants to India were included some 
who founded sufi institutions there. 
For instance, the Chishti sitsila^ | 
which was to bring profound changes ^ 
in Indian society, was founded by I 
Khwaja Moe«n-ud-Din Chishti, who 
arrived ind settled in Ajmer in IZ23 
A.D. A learned divine, Shoaib, had 
migrated earlier from Kabul and was 
appointed a Kail in Multan, where 
his grandson, Parid-ud*Din Masud, 
better known as Baba Farid, was 
born in U75. 
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B aba Farid established a sufi cir¬ 
cle of Jama'ar khana at Pakpar- 
tan» then knowr* as Ajodhao. 
Although his mother tongue was Per- 
siarii he produced most remarkable 
sufi poetry in Punjabi and became 
the fir«i known poet of this language. 

In his time Ajodhan was surrounded 
by wild country and wilder Jac and 
Rajput tribes. These tribes were Hin¬ 
du and believed in che congenital 
inequality nf castes, the burning of 
widows, depriving daui^ters of in- 
heriunce and in worshipping idols. 
They flocked round this man. Baba 
Farid, who though belonging to the 
ruling race, considered them as his 
equal and preached the unity of 
go(lhe<id. Among his mulfinat (di¬ 
aries) there is no mention of his 
eKhorting people to gel into the Isla¬ 
mic fold, hut It seems that whole 
tribes from ihe ‘bur* areas of Punjab 
joined Muslim society under his in¬ 
fluence Today these tribes remem 
bet Baba Fariii with che deepest 
gratitude and visit iu great hordes 
his mausoleum on the ''urs" days- 

1 Baba Farid's verse 

Baba FariJ**i Ihinjabi verse has 
I been Slaved for un by a lucky incident. 

It happened ihut towards the close of 
the l^th centui v or the beginning of 
the Ibth. Baha Nenak, the founder of 
Sikh religion, wms collecting verses 
of sufis and *bhaguts* to put them 
together in st volume for the instruc 
tions of his disciples, or Sikhs. Dur¬ 
ing his search he came upon the 
gaddmishin of Baba Faridas khanqah 
at Ajodhan, who gave him the Pun 
jabi verse'of the Baba. These verses, 
which were written more than seven 
centuries age, remain unexcelled in 
depth of feeling and the beauty of 
diction. Babd’s main themes are the 
universuliiy of pain, ihe inevitability 
of death, the traitsitoriness of world¬ 
ly pomp, the uselessness ot the most 
uuKtere penances fot discovering 
God and much else besides. Here is 
an example of what he says about che 
universality of pam: ' 



**I thought that pain was my por- 
cion alone Bur no, it is che fare of all. 
I had only to go up a height to 
discover ehac every home was send¬ 
ing up the smoke of pain." 

Noce che concentration of meanini 
in the phrase ^vchhay cher/i Jee 
dakhir which can mean both the 
physical ascent on a hill or the deva- 




tion of soul that will see the pain of 
others. 

On the ioeviiabiliiy of death; 

“Man has come into ihe world with 
bundles of hopes. When the Angel of 
Death comes smashing through all 
doors your own dear ones lie you up 
in a shroud for him. Look, there goes 
the man. carried on the shoulders of 
four pall bearers." 

Note here the terrific sound effect 
of sabh dorwajjey bhann in the 
second line. You almost hear the 
ramrod sinkcng the solid cloved 
doors- Alec note its contrast with the 

E assive yielding sounds of dekho 
endj cAe/ye describing the mourn¬ 
ful final departure of man. 

Baba Farid is universally regarded 
by sufi masters as having undergone 
(he most severe “chilla" penances 
possible. And yet he of all the sufi> 
was bold enough to admit that these 
failed to reveal God to him Here b a 
shlok testifying to his failure: 

“The body has dried up and be¬ 
come a mere skeleton by doing pe¬ 
nances. Crows begin pecking at ii, 
thinking it to be a dead body. Yet 
God has not revealed Himself to 
man—look that is Man’s destiny." 

Counterforce 
to tyroimy 

Baba Farid’s generosity, love and 
teachings resulted in expanding the 
fold of Islam, just as the examples of 
Hujveri and Moeen-ud-Din Chishei 
had done before him. The need for 
instructions ia the basic Shariat rules 
for the growing Muslim populations 

a ve undue imporunce to the muf- 
is and pesb-uDanu who really have 
no focus sraodi in Islam. Contrasted 
to the sutis, who shunned the courts 
of kings, governors and officialdom, 
the muUahs sought their nearness- 
They justified the actions of those in 
power by false /trwai and hair- 


splicing legal quibolcs. Naturally 
they won favour with the ruling pow- 
ers and in their uwn turn exercbed 
their power against the Muslim socie¬ 
ty. Their tyranny had to be met. and 
in the Punjabi it was ihe Punjubi ^ufi 
poets who met it. 

A fter Bdba Farid, these pueis weir 
Shah Husain of Lahore 
1S99I, Sultan Bahu of .Ihang (IG.iO- 
1691). Bullhe Shah of Kasur (KiStl- 
17.^1)), Khawja Ghulam Farid of 
Bshawalpur (1844-1901). and some 
uihers. It would noi be po>sible in 
this short article to discuss them all 
and show how iheir poetry countered 
the dry foimalbm and tyranny of the 
mullah in religious and vocml mat¬ 
ters. There should really hove been 
no conflict between Islam and r^^aw 
wu/because lurm and cun rent imply 
each other. It b the muliah and his 
selfish power-seeking proclivity 
which have been at fault and have 
forced sepurolion heiwecm (hem. 


BuUhe Shah's Jeh^ 

Of all the pners named above, 
Bulihe Shah provides ihe bext exam¬ 
ple of battling with the mullah His 
: verses which iidicule the mu//iihS 
hair spUuing quibbles, stupidity and 
greed, bung a bieath of fresh aif in 
' an atmosphere which would other- 
; wise be hemmed in by irrational 
restrictions. His verses have beenme 
so popular with (he common folk that 
(hey get Irequcnily quoted as 
proverbs Here is a verse satirbing 
(he mullah and others of his habits: 

I 

“1 bow before those who preach 
and talk big. They will return a 
cownV they have found, but keep 
back a money hag." 

Here is a verse admonishing the 
mullah and his patron whether he be 
a lord or a landlord; 

ijy 
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"The station ot which you feel so 
proud will nol go with yi>u (into rhe 
jimve). You persecute and oppress 
people. 

To loot others in your living. 

Kejuiee. it you must, fur four days 
you are sure to gu away humbled." 

) ollowing IS a daring piece on (he 
usviexsness ot saying prayers which 
rnu/^di.s and pundits show uff for the 
heitefii of their followers If some 
iKuly were io write it today. I he 
contemporary mu//ghs would lynch 
him. That fiullhu wrote it in the 18th 
century Mughal Punjab and escaped 
shows that his adversaries were, af* 
lei iiU. rot as strong as they are 
today: 
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**l urn tired of reading the Vedas 
and the ^urun. 

My forehead is wurn off by con¬ 
stant prostrations in the mosque. Bur 
the Und is neither at the Hindu 
Shriiie nur at Mecca. 

Burn the jirayer mat> break the 
bucket and touch not the beads or 
the stave or staff." 

The vanity of knowledge J.s another 
favvuriie subject of Bullhe.whu in 
the following verses is thinking of 
the hairsplitring lawyer^divines who 
occupied well-paid government posts 
of Ka 2 is and Mu/tis and whenever 
the ucc'usion demanded, sided with 
the Auvernjnent and were hard on 
the people. Bullhe calls them execu¬ 
tioners rather than judges and warns 
iheni (»( the punishment awaiting 
tht-m in the next world: 
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'*Why do vuu read can-loads of 
books? 

Now you look like a hangman. 

On your head is a huge load of sins. 

The journey ahead is hard and 
arduous. 

Read Alif ahiiie. ii will liberate 
you!" 

In the same vein is another, better 
known, ka/i-poem nf which the re* 
frain ia.'*Learn no more knowledge, 
0 friend!" Bullhe is an enemy of 
knowledge that helps the learned 
ones (divines or rd her wise) to be* 
come tyrants and exploit the illiier* 
ates to their own advantage. Such 
knowledge lights only their exteriors 
but their hearts remain devoid of 
light and human feelingv 

i/jO 
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"Learn no more knowledge. O 
friend! 

You read and write and pile your 
bonks in heaps 

These piles be on all your four 
sides. 

There is light around you but in 
your heart is darkness. 

You read and read, and are 
acclaimed as a shaikh. 

You affirm perverse rules of your 
own nakiAg. 

You rob and exploit the poor 
illiterate people. 


Learn no more knowledge, 0 
friend!" 

Finally, it has to be admitted that 
though Bullhe and others of kindred 
spirit may have kept up a veritable 
jehad against the tyranny of estab* 
lishmenis, that tyranny has not en¬ 
ded. In (he last resort a man has to 
fall back on his own inner resources 
(taHaklra/. according to (he sufjs) 
and adjuvt himself to the environ¬ 
ment. This is possible when he real¬ 
ises ihui men, universe and God are 
LiCets of one Reality (Wahdat-ul* 
Wulud of the .vu/i». This is brought 
OU 1 III the following verses of Bullhe: 

"You cannot push back the true 
word oncu it has come up to the 
tongue! Bullhe! G<»d 1$ not separate 
from Man. 

None exi>>tv apuri ii jm Cod; 

Only the seeing eye Ik lacking 

Only for that lack dues your self 
suffer pangs of separation." 

Tolerance, peaee 

In the Indian subcuniineni, where 
the pupulxiiun is deeply divided by 
numerous religions, creeds and 
cables, sufism has brought tolerance, 
harmony and peace among them. « 
ri uly great achievement. Among the 
Musulmuns, It has brought joy of life 
to those who would be afraid that 
indulging in snng and dance was 
.igjinst ihv tenets of Islam and hence 
fit to he shunned. By allowing same 
I listening tu music) ihc sufis of the 
Chishti order have not only made 
musk popular amung the Muslims 
lint liiivr mIso heliMfd rhe evolution of 
classical music. 

In the lives of individuals, sufisn 
has stressed the precedence of spirit 
owr form in religious practices, (bus 
making them more meaningful and 
satisfying. Sufism, moreover, lays 
stress on individual spiritual experi¬ 
ence though It warns that the experi¬ 
ence td no person can cancel the 
injunctions of the Quran and Hadith, 
(II become valid for another person, 
Its emphasis on tawakkaK or relying 
snlcly on God in all situatiOQS, has 
given dignity to (he lives of even 
pool people, who would not ask for 
help of another person even when 
that is permissible under the custom. 
Also, It has given an inward direction 
to (he Struve or jahad against the 

«vsl forces lying outside man. 

The enlarging of the Muslim fold in 
India and Punjab has been mainly 
due to the loving conduct and sub- 
lime character of individual sufis. 
the Muslim governments having ael* 
dom shown any interest in it. 

(Translations ot Bullhe Shah are by 


Aum Singh.) 

This grbeit fm been reproduced hem 
vwnpoM. a Lahore weekly 
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MIZORAM 

Truce in Sight 


LaJdenga is optimistic about current negotiations 


P eace is tinally in sight In troubled 
Mizoram. For S8 year*o2d former 
, Indian army combatant clerk Lalden 
' ga. who raised the underground Miio 
National Front (MNF) in 1966 de¬ 
manding independence for the Mizo 
tribe, it has been a long journey from 
war to peace. Fresh hopes of peace 
were raised with the arrival of Lai* 
denga in New Delhi on 29 October 
1984, to resume truce talks which 
broke down in January 1982. because 
the two sides could not agree on a 
sulution within the parameters of the 
Indian Constitution. As his guerrilla 
band resumed its hlt andTun raids in 
Mizoram after the talks failed, a 
bitter Laldenge with his wife Biakdi* 
ki and their two children flow out of 
New Delhi on an Indian passport 
andAettleddownin Woking. Surrey. 

This time coo, at the end of his 
talks with Frime Minister Rajiv Gan 
dhi's principal aide on foreign 
affairs. G. Parthasarathy. chairman 
of external affairs ministry’s policy 
planning committee, Laldenga flew 
out of New Delhi lo be with his 
family members in England during 
I Christmas But on this occasion he 
I want a happy man. He could finally 
I reach a truce/agreecnent with New 
, Delhi and he himself announced that 
• solution had finally been found 
' within the framework of the Indian 
Constitution By his reckoning a 
formal agreement in expected after 
the talks are resumed on his return 
to New Delhi next month. And the 
people of Mizoram can now look 
forward to a splendid New Year gift. 

Laldenga's decision to resume 
talks with New Delhi follows the 
Congres5(l)*s coming to power in 
Mizoram for the first time and the 
defeat of his arch-rival, a retired 
Indian army brigadier. T. Sailo in the 
Assembly elections early this year. 
The talks broke down in 1982 as the 
government of India refused to 
accommodate Laldenga on bis de¬ 
mands of immediate dismissal of the 
(hen Mizoram chief minister Brig 
Sailo and his instalUtioo as the chief 
minister without even holding an 
election. Laldenga contributed sub¬ 
stantially to the Congress<l) victory 
at the polls by urging bU people 
through pre-recorded cassettes to 
vnre for the Convess(I) for stability 
and prosperity of Mizoram. The pre¬ 
sent ConuMsd) chief minister. Lai 
Tbenhawm has baen a close associate 


of Laldenga for a long itme and is one 
of the prumuteis of the iOO-strong 
well-trained and highly motivated 
MNF guerrilla band It is mainly due 
to his initiative and predominantly 
Cliriscian Mizoram's church leaders 
that negotiations were reopened. 

The church leaders succeeded af¬ 
ter several attempts. The Miioram 
Church Leaders' Council, a forum of 
nine denominations, in its first 
attempt wrote identical letters to 
Mrs Gandhi and Laldenga in’June 
1982 urging them to resume the 
talks. While Mrs Gandhi ignored the 
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appeal. 1 aldenga sent a polite thank- 
you note to the church loaders. 
Again, on the eve of the April 1984 
Assembly elections. Rev. Lalswama. 
the secretary of the Muu Presbyte 
nan Synod, called on K.V. Panniker, 
the all India Congress! I> joint secret-, 
ary. at the Aisawl circuit house 
pleading for the resumption of the 
talks. It was the late Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi who set the ball roll¬ 
ing when she announced at a public 
meeting in Aisawl on 1€ Apnl that 
she was ready to resume talks if 
Laldenga agr«^ to a solutkm within 
the framework of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution and his guernUaa ceased 


armed hostiliiies. 

In May, a I9'member Mizo choir 
group led by Rev. Lalswama and 
Rev. Zaithanga while on a tour of 
England visited Laldenga at Surrey. 
Laldenga told them he was ready and 
willing to accept Mrs Gandhi's terms 
for the talks. In July he wrote a letter 
to Mrs Gandhi formally accepting 
her terms. On 15 August, chief minis¬ 
ter Lai Thanhawla got a call from the 
union home minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao summoning him to New Delhi. 
There he had a series of meetings 
with the home minister, the Prime 
Minister and senior government offi¬ 
cials and discussed the ground rules 
for the talks. Laldenga wanted an 
assurance from the government of 
India on his safe passage to India end 
suspension of all punitive action 
ugamsi his outlawed MNF followers. 
In return, he instructed his guerrillas 
to hold their fire. 

The stage was thus set for a fresh 
ruund of truce talks in New Delhi. 
The talks, however, suffered a set- 
hack even before they started be¬ 
cause of the assassination of Mrs 
Gandhi. 8he was to meet Laldenga on 
the day she wes assassinated. The 
threads were, however, picked up 
soon by her son and successor Rajiv 
Gandhi and apparently enough prog¬ 
ress has been made to encourage 
optimism in Laldenga of a peace 
agreement next month. The govern- 
meni of India also shares his optim¬ 
ism but is cautious about acknow¬ 
ledging it publicly because of past 
frustrations in dealing with Lalden- 
ga. The first time the hopes of peace 
were raised in February 1971 was 
when one of Laldenga's close aides, 
Zoramihanga. walked into the Shil- 
lung office of the Indian secret ser¬ 
vice agency, Researcli and Analysis 
Wing iRAW) administered by the 
cabinet secretariat, carrying a peace 
proposal from Laldenga. By then Lal¬ 
denga had deserted his camp in 
Bangladesh and settled down in 
Karachi Zoramthanga again met the 
military attache posted at the Indian 
high commission in Kabul in 1973 
with the same set of proposals. Two 
years later, in bejnemb^^ 1975. the 
RAW agents smuggled Laldenga 
from his Karachi residence at Asghar 
Mali Chowk and sent him to Europe. 
The escape was pi;: imed when a joint 
directot of RAW. Hasanwalid met 
him a Geneva hold on 20 August 
where Laldenga typed out a letter on 
the Hotel du-Lac*s letter head offer¬ 
ing to settle the MJzo problem within 
the framework of the Indian Con¬ 
stitution. 

After soma hecUc parleys with In¬ 
dian officials at Cologne. West Ger¬ 
many. Laldenga agrt^ to come to 
New Delhi for further talks with the 
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^‘Much Will Depend On How Fast 
Parliament Can Act” 


representatives of the government of 
India. Laldenga arriv^ in Delhi on 
24 January 1976 and was put up at a 
house rented from a rimes of lndtt 
columnist at Gulmohar Park. A 
cease fire was announced after LaP 
denga met other underground lead¬ 
ers in a five*star hotel in Cakuita for 
nine days from 24 March. The nego* 
tiations with India government rep* 
resentatives, however, failed to 
make much progress and got bogged 
down un procedural wranglmgs. 
Finally, the talks were discontinued 
in March 197H and Laldenga's follow¬ 
ers renewed insurgency in Misoram. 
In July 1979. Laldenga was arrested 
for violence by his followers and put 
in Tihar jail till his release by Mrs 
Gandhi on her return to power. 

Mrs Gandhi again set the hall roll* 
ing. On 13 April 1980, Laldenga met 
Mrs Gandhi and offered to negotiate 
peace. Or. J June, an Indian airforce 
Mi*4 heli< opter flew Laldenga's elder 
son, David, and two of his aides to the 
Mizoram border village Parva, from 
where they trekked to the under 
ground MNF headquarters located in 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bang, 
ladesh lo seek the approval of the 
I2 memb«^r MNP executive council to 
Laldenga’s peace proposals. 

Laldenga himself made two trips to 
the MNF headquarter^—first in 
March 1981 and again m iWptemhcr 
the same year—to finalise the truce 
tei ms. 

But negotiations floundered again 
as Laldenga started raising demands 
which the Indian negutiator C. Parih* 
asarathy refused to concede on the 
ground that they were of an extra- 
constitutional nature. A fresh spurt 
of violence in Mizoram finally sealed 
the fate of the negotiations which 
were terminated on 20 January 1962. 
Before the talks were celled off. the 
Indian officials were so optimistic 
about the outcome that they even 
cold newsmen that an accord had 
been reached with Laldenga. It is 
because of this that Indian officials 
are cautious this time. 

A truce between Laldenga and 
New Delhi will also mean peace fw 
another disturbed northeastern 
state. Tripura, The Tribal Tripura 
National Volunteers (TNV) guerril¬ 
las responsible for widespread dis. 
turbances in the state luve been 
drawing sustenance from the MNF 
and sharing its base since the TNV’s 
inception in 1976. Laldenga has now 
instructed his followers to dissociate 
themselves from the TNV. However, 
a section of the MNF is itdl not 
.reconciled to the idea of signing a 
'truce agreement with New Delhi. 

Teeetor Cefrana 

eed SMtrtsiw Ohoth. Attawf 


L4i Jden^ tells Sundav 

: You sfrired for rhe fbifd tt»und 
of fjJks on fho MUo problem on 
29 October IVere you able to moti 
Mrs Gendhi before her tragic death? 
Has Mrs Caadhrs death didoeated 
the process towards a finai setiie- 
mem? 

I A: The day after my arrival I met 
Mr C. Parthasarthy who had been 
detailed to handle the government 
side of the negotiations He has often 
played the role of a trouble shooter 
for Mrs Gandhi and was also in 
charge of the ]981'82 negotiations. 
It was arranged that I would meet the 
Prime Minister on 31 October and as 
you know .she was unfortunately 
assassinated on that very day. A new 
government wes framed and 
although it was from mother to son it 
was nonetheless a different* govern¬ 
ment. So I had to make sure whether 
It would continue the same policies. I 
contacted the home minister and Mr 
Narasimha Rao assured me that they 
would continue what the previous 
government hed started. In fact, they 
stressed that they were committed to 
' "conclude" m the way that Mrs Can. 
dhi had wanted the problem to be 
settled. 

Q. Did you have ay detailed dtscu%~ 

I sions with Rajiv Gandhr.^ Was there 
any difference in his attitude from 
that of his mother towards the Mtto 
prttbtem? 

A: Sometime in mid-November I 
met the Prime Minister. I wes accom- 
panied by my delegation including 
the commander of the MNA (Mizo 
National Army), Brig. Tawnlui. Rajiv 
was assisted by Mr C. Parthasarthy. 
Jt was decided that irrespective of 
whatever transpired in their present 
talks, the fio^ round would take 
place after the new government was 
formed. Rajiv told me that the press¬ 
ure of elections would probably not 
permit him to meet me again till 
after the elections. 

In any case, once an agreenent is 
reached, legislation would have to be 
necessary and this will have to be 
done by the new Parliament. Rajiv 
was very positive and understanding 
io his approach. Of coxirse his mother 
hid been more firm during the talks, 
more certain of tha issues involved 
•but then she was aware of the intrica¬ 
cies of the Mlio problem. Rajiv had 
cenainJy been well-briefad on the 
subjeci but nonetheless It was a naw 
field for hun. But be was moat atten 


tive. 

Q: After yvur meeting with Rajiv 
Gandhi were there any more talks 
with Mr Parthasarthy? 

A 1 continued to have a series of 
meetings with Mr G. Parthasarthy. 
We were able to copie to an under¬ 
standing on 14 points A handful still 
remain to be settled but we have 
decided to refer these to the Prime 
Minister. 

Q: What are the brrud OuClirtes of 
the understanding that you have 
reached? Is n <fi?/erenr from that 
envisaged by you during the 197$ 
and I9$l *$2 rounds of talks? 

A’ 1 do nut want to elaborate on the 
understanding reached because it 
might appear that I am pressurising 
the governmeni through the press. 1 
have not forgotten that in 1976 the* 
Indian aovernment, or may be cer¬ 
tain zealous bureaucrats went to the 
press and claimed that an accord htd 
been reached when we had yet to 
make known our proposals. Subse* 
quently the governmeni acknow 
lodged that no accord had been 
reached, rather It was a "deceit" 
practised upon us. 

However, the accord that is now 
being worked out is very much along 
the of rh^ one being negotiated 
in 1981.*62. Then it had been agreed 
that Mizoram would be upgraded to a 
state with autonomy in the line of 
Article .371A and not Article 370 
which applieii only to Jammu and 
Kashmir. It is Article 371A chat pro¬ 
vides for special provisions to be 
made for Nagaland. 

(According to constitutional lawyai 
Glenda MuKhoty. while the erlicle does 
provide for speMi nghts for the Nega 
people n afso provides for special pow' 


“Tb# naiffbbouring 
siates hmve a lot of 
BSiso Of oourso 

when de^llmitatlon 
takee pleoe, the 
repreeeotativM of 
other etetM will have 
to be present*' 
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erg 10 the dietHct coffvnteeionor and Ite 
Oovamor. For example, It provIdBe lor 
regional counctfe Out the cftaKman of 
thm councMe it tlwayt the deputy 
commiaelooer. Thereto^, detprte the 
exietence of the Ataembfy, centre 
exercltet subetentlal control in thit 
sensitive state. Mr LaUenga appears to 
be negotiating with the government for s 
more balanced relatlonahip between the 
centre and the stale in en tree whteh he 
recognises as ‘‘sensitive”. 

Q: IVhar are some o/ the apeciai 
provf5ioA5 that yoti feel would be 
nece^sery? Wouid they be timiler to 
thote existing in Negslsnd. Meaipur 
end >4tMni? 

A: There ere cerraio peculiarities 
of the Mirorem situation which have i 
to be provided for. It is a sensitive I 
aree twrderina Burme in the east, 
Bangledesh in the west, where there 
ia the problem of the Chakma tribals, 
which has spilled over into Misorem. 
There is a high rare of iUe|s1 im* 
migration end there ere thousandsof 
refugees in camps there. In such s 
situation there has to b« absolute 
crust between the centre and the 
slate. The Naga problem is a very 
different mattei. 

Qi Whet roie would you expect rhe 
army to pley in rhe area ^ /fere / heve 
m mind the situeiion in SsgeJend 
where the army is extensively de¬ 
ployed. 

A. There is no question of the army 
being deployed here (in Misoram) co 
aid the civil authorities because 
wherever there has been a large 
army presence, friction between civi* 
liens and armed force personnel has 
developed. As regards the border, of 
course, the army must be there to 
protect them, but it must be strictly 
for border protection end not to aid 
the civil authority. 

Q: In an eeirher interview you haJ 
seid that you were keen to ensure 
that the Sixth Schedule no longer 
apply to Mitoram. Has the govern¬ 
ment edapted this durfng the current 
negotiations? 

A: The Sixth Schedule was meanc 
for the protection of the Assamese 
tribals from the **plains people." 
Misoram was then a tribal area of 
Assam. However, since then it has 
been made a union territory and will 
soon be granted statehood. We have 
therefore demanded dtat the Sixth 
Schedule no longer apply. The goy* 
emment has not yet conceded to this 
demand. At present the Sixth Scbe> 
dula applies only in certain areas of 
Mlxoram but we want ii to be with* 
drawn ahogatber. It is still the sub- 
of tauU with the governmanc. 
Sttih Stftadula, framed under Art- 
ole 224 vid 2/5 of die Conedtubon 
prestdee tor eatreordirwy powen to Ihe 


Governor of the area. In affect. A is an 
enabling prowatoo for virtual central Alia 
daspHe me existenca of the Aaaembly.) 

Q: What are some of die other 
areas of understanding that you have 
been able to arrive at m the present 
round of talks? 

A: Given the fact that we are a 
different ethnic group and indeed we 
feel alienated even in Delhi, special 
provisions have to be made to ensure 
adequate represencaiioii in the state 
and central services. It is a small 
place and politically and economical* 
ly backward. We n^ some constitu 
nonal protection. If it (Miroram) is 
completely opened up, the (Mitoj 
population will be like a drop in the 
ocean. Certain prMecrion has there¬ 
fore to be provided to trade and 
commerce within the state so that big 
traders do not lake advantage of us. 
The land tenure system has to be 
safeguarded. To be good and happy 
Indians we need certain safeguards 
to feeJ secure We also want that our 
Miso language, spoken m the adjoin 
ing bortw regions as well, be recog* 
nised as one of the languages of 
India. 

It has also been agreed that the 
underground Miros will be rehabiJi 
tated and whatever cases were rag 
isrered against them during the in¬ 
surgency will be dropped. Under* 
standing has also been reached on 
the del imitation of the stale of Mitor* 
am. The neighbouring states have a 
lot of Mixo areas. Of course, ultimate* 
ly when dellmiiaiion actually takes 
place the represenutive of the other 
concerned slate governments will 
have to be present. 

ftegarding the points of differ 
ences stiff persisting, would you de¬ 
scribe them as major or minor? 

A; Well, it depends upon who inter- 
prets them. From my point of view 
they are all minor but it will depend 
upon the new government. Essential* 
ly, they have to do with constitution 
aJ matters and certain administrative 
problems. No, 1 cannot elaborate. But 
I do not believe that they vriU be a 


no question of 
the army being 
deployed 

here, .wherever there 
has been a large army 
pretence, triotiem 
between dviHant and 
armed force pereoimel 
hae dCTtioped.** 


mnjnr stumbling block when negotia* 
tions are resumed nem January. The 
points still remaining are but a 
handful 

Q: When do you expect rhe agree¬ 
ment to he /ine/r.«ed and fresh elec¬ 
tions held? 

A: We hope chat by January some¬ 
thing can be accomplished. Much 
will of course, depend upon how fast 
Parliament can act. Legislation has 
to be brought before ihe Parliament. 
Constituencies will have to be deli¬ 
mited because the site of constituen¬ 
cies in a union territory are different. 
I do nut think that it can all be done 
in less than six months or may be a 
year. 

Q: Are you confident that whatev¬ 
er agreement you arrive at will be 
acceptable back home, especially by 
the MSA? 

A: Certainly, 1 would otherwise not 
be negotiating on their behalf and 
the government would not take me 
seriously. I enjoy the support of 
every rank and file and not only of 
the MNP. li was on the basis of this 
proposed agreement that the village 
council eleciiuns were recently 
fought. We swept the pulls with Brig 
Sailu and the combined opposition 
Winning only 25 villages as against 
309 won by us. There is not a single 
person in the MKF who is against the 
agreement. There are a few other 
people who have expressed reserva¬ 
tions. but they are negligible. 

Q: Are there any differences be¬ 
tween the MSF and the MSA regard¬ 
ing the talks? 

A; Firstly, there is no difference 
between the MNF and the MKA. 
Brig, Tawnlui is taking part in the 
negotiations but not as a representa¬ 
tive of the MNA but as a representa* 
live of the underground uovenunent. 
Do you think that when the govern* 
men I of India enters into negotia* 
tions. the army represents itself? 

Q: What progress have you made 
on the question of reciprocal cease¬ 
fire. tiarlier. you had made a repre¬ 
sentation to the government that a 
cease-fire to be observed only by 
your side coufd not conrrnue. Has the 
centre ordered a ceasefire on rheir 
side? 

A: Yes. but jusi yesterday I got a 
report from Airwal rhat the Indian 
army was not obs*.iving cease-fire 
orders. Some of them complain that 
they have not le^eivcd any such 
orders. Kecently an incident occur* 
red someurbere between Aitwal and 
Lotik town. There were fonunaiely 
no casualties. So far, I have told my 
people not to retaliate but if there 
are casualties it will be most diffi- 
'Cull f hiv'e made tbit known to the 
hume ministrv. 

Biaan4e«W by MIe tdamAende • 
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MOUNTAINEERING 

Himalayan Stigma 

Sherpas proles I agoiiisf '‘uiifuir* cniicism 


M ailers seem to be hotting up in 
the cool dimes of ehe Kima 
layan Mountaineering Institute 
(HMl) at Darjeeling, the training 
school for many a Sherpa whu ha» 
aecompanieij expeditions lu the 
Himalayas. A reeent statement made 
by Dr Meena AgarwaJ. the team 
doctor of the 1984 Fveresi expedi¬ 
tion. that the Sherpas who have tra< 
diiionally accompanied expeditions 
to the Himalayas had become unreli* 
able and were always after money, 
has raised a storm of protects from 
the Sherpas. Addre.ining the Bombay 
branch oJ the Indian Medical Asso* 
ciacion ilMA). Dr Agaiwal hav naid 
that the old world velues of the 
Sherpas had changed; they were dis¬ 
loyal and not particularly helpful 
during crises. Retorted an indignant 
Sherpa Nawang Gombu. field dlrec* 
tor of the KMI and the first person in 
the world to scale Mi Bveresi twice, 
"It is a Himalayan stigma... this is 
the height of injustice" (inmbu 
maintains that the experience of one 
person with the Sherpas due^ nut 
reflect on the community as a whole. 
Oombu goes on to say that the 


TAMIL NADU 


J ayaJaUchd has emerged as a surro¬ 
gate MGR in the hinterlands of 
Tamil Nadu. The villagers were 
flocking to her public meetings with 
the belief chat m the absence of 
MGR. she is their next best leader. 
The crowds that were attending the 
former film actress’s meetings sur* 
passed the ones at the meetings of 
other political leaders m the state, 
including ihe DMK stalwart M. Karu- 
nanidhi. Jayalaliiha finds it advan¬ 
tageous not to emerge as a leader in 
her own right: she is MGR by proxy. 
Very subtly she deliberately men- 
tions her association with MGR. By 
seeing her, people are auinmaiically 
reminded of MCK As fat as the rural 
population is concerned, Jayalalitha 
is the "truest and most sincere repre- 
sentiHive** of MGR and hix successor. 

Jayalalitha chose to toui uiily ten 
digiricis: lirunelveli. Salem. West 



Sherpas m India are gradually giving 
up mnuniaincenng as a profession; 
today, thev are taking up less harar 

dtius and more steady jobs He recal¬ 
led that the Sherpas in the early 
1920s. when ihe idea of climbing the 


Kamnad. Madurai. Cnimbatore. 
Periyar. Tiruchy. Pudukottai. Than* 
iavur aod South Arcoi, tven at her 
wayside meetings, in remote villages 
and taluk headquarters the crowds 
.which turned up to see and hear her 
were massive. One specific instance 
can be cited in prove that Jayalalitha 
commands bigger crowds than Karu- 
iianidhi. tvon in a tiny xillage— 
Vellakoil, the crowds that attended 
her meeting was bigger than the one 
that were present at Karunanidhi's 
meeting in Perambular. a small town. 
As the DMK chief refuses to "stoop 
to the level** of treaung Jayalalitha 
as a rival, the DMK propped up T. 
Rajendar as a foil to Jayalalitha. 
Rajendar. a popular Tamil film acior 
and director was effective in his role 
III the AlADMK byeleciions. But. in 
the rural areas. jeyalaliUu remained 
xmnvalied, Ai Dbarvupurnm.acrowd 


world's pinnacle h^d just dawned on 
the Everest pioneers, used to get a 
wage of ZS paise per day. Today, the 
average expenses involved in hiring 
a Sherpa for the entire duration of an 
Everest expedition is Rs 60,000. The 
circumstances have justifiably 
changed, Gombu maintains. After 
all. more Sherpas have died on the 
mountains than or hers. According to 
him, all but three nr four of his 1963 
colleague Sheipax have died, mostly 
on the mnumains. 

li is a regrettable fact, says Gombu 
that some Indian mountaineers are 
getting into the* habit of publicly 
cnijcising the Sheipas and then apo¬ 
logising privately for it.. A couple of 
years ago. Brig, (ivan Singh, an 
eminent mnuniaineri and former 
principal of the HMl had made sca¬ 
thing remarks in newspaper articles 
against its Sheipa mstmturs. even 
though he was then an executive 
council member of the mount ameer 
ing institute. 

Gombu is determined not to let Dr 
AgarwaTs remarks pass. He went to 
see the KMI principal. Col D.K Khul* 
Ur, leader i>l the 1984 Everest ex¬ 
pedition. Col Khiillar has expressed 
regrets for the accusations. Col Khul- 
lai told "Those are Dr Agar- 

walS persuiKil views. She did not 
have my permisiiim to say such 
things." 

TopM M y k h w fam. QaffaaMng 


of about lO.OfK) weited foi seven 
hours in the chili ol the winter night 
to sec and hear JayaUlithu. 

Even more impressive ihaii Ihe 
sue of the crowds that Jayalalitha 
attracts is the spontaneous eiithti 
siasm she managed to arouse in the 
people. The milling crowds, paiticu- 
larly the women and youth talk ex¬ 
citedly about her. Though she (okes 
great pains to renflirm that she has 
come to them as MGR’s emissary, 
Jayalalitha today has evolved a char¬ 
isma of her own. Evidently, after 
Periyar, Kama raj. Annadurai, Karu- 
iianidhi and MGR. Jayalalitha is 
going to be the next most charismatic 
leader in Tamil Nadu. 

The size id the crowds reminded 
this correspondent of N T. Ramarao's 
debut in polmcs in Andhra Pradesh 
tn 1982. The scenario was similar 
except, perhaps, that it was on a 
slightly reduced scale. At that time 
people dismissed the crowds NTR 
attracted loftily pronouncing that it 
would not turn into votes. It did turn 

The same drama appeared to be 
unfolding this time in Tamil Nadu 
with Jayalalitha as the protagonist. 
Jayalalitha travailed around in her 


jayalalitha: MGR’s Successor? 

The cx-acfmss druvvs luassixe enmx/s 
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well-equipped, year*old blue van that 
even ha« a tuilet. As she neared a 
village, ^he emerged out o( the trap 
door un the roof of the van. The lights 
were turned on and (he star was 
framed dramatically in a warm soft 
orange glow. She was always clad in a 
white sari wiiha black, white and red 
bolder, the three AIADMK colours. 
As the waiting crowds spotted her. 
they nm forward, leaping and shout* 
ing, and threw garlands at her which 
<he. like MGR and NTR threw hack 
at them. Javalalitha smiled, waved 
hvr hand, did na/navreand repeated- 
Iv raised her hand with the sign 
denoting the two leave*! svmbol of 
the AIADMK emulating MGR. 
lutvlligeni and a keen observer that 
she IS. .I.ivalaliiha had made a study 
<d the gi'stures and mannerisms that 
I IS piirt of the MGR legend. 

I Jayalnhiha is a good oratur On the 
^ dais she was able tn establish an 
I irisi ant rappoii with the i>i*ople She 
s|K»ke i'ffurilessly and fluently using 
ctillaquial oxprevsjons well- 
uilder.slnod bv the crowds. As a 
I s|iejker, xhe was infinitely superior 
« to M<jU who telied entirely on his 
face dial appearance not on his 
speech, to arouse the people. She 
ust'd a conversational tone, constant* 
iv ejisunng mass panicipation by 
poving questions; "Don’t you all want 
to hear the latest news aboul MGR ?** 
She asked. The crowds answered 
with an enihusiastu, “yes." To that 
she made iho ‘ happy announce* 
nieni" that MGK would return in 
.luniiury. Making a jibe often at 
Koiunanidhi. she asserted that the 
UMK chief was (ailing her. "Isn’t he 
coming here tomorrow?*’ she asked 
the* crowd. 

To understand why people waned 
in such numbers and over such long 
periods, this correspondtmt Spoke to 
a number of villagers They said they 
were very curious (u set the ex- 
actress because they had seen a 
number of her films and because she 
had acted with MGR. Now she was in 
Ins party following his policies. She 
was "the truest representative of 
MGR in the party.** the only one who 
they were confident would faithfully 
follow the path chosen by MGR. Only 
she. like MGR. would give para- 
mount importance to the poor and 
the downtrodden. To this correspon* 
dent’', specific question, the villagers 
said they saw jayalalitha as MGR’s 
successor. 

Kannan.the AIADMK Lok Sabha 
candidate for Tiruchengode told Sun- 
PAY that people flocked to see 
Jayalalitha because of her **|ood 
personality.** Thii was a local 
•upbemism for her good looks. 


Jayalalliha wav the beautiful girl of 
Tamil cinema for several years. She 
has nut lost her looks and more than 
anything else her fair, unblemished 
complexion hav the p«ople gaping ai 
her. Kannan poinivd out the fact ihai 
she was known to he cli>xe to MGR 
added to her appeal. Moreover, as 
the propaganda secretary of the par¬ 
ly. she had several opporiunities to 
mingle with the massev. 

Jayalaliiha'v pulirival career graph 
ha& been quite erratic. Her rapid rise 
• in the ]>arty hierarchy was offset by 
her equally rapid downfall when 
MCK was hospitalised. While MGR 
luokvd on benignly (or helplessly as 
some would put in. Jayalaliiha rode 
roughshod over ihc party elders. 
I earning the resentment of a sirahle 
I section of the party. She become so 
' powerful ai ime stage that >he was 
I (he de /aero chief minister. The 
' AIADMK pariymen recoiled at the 
idea of tolerating such treatmc-iii 
from M<>K*s paramour. When MGR 
^ fell ill. these partymen lost no time in 
venting iheir anger agamvt Jeyala 
litha by openly humihaiing and in- 



JayalalMha 


suiting her. She was pushed out of 
(he liroelqdit. and if (he AIADMK 
high command bad its own way. 
Jayalalliha would not even have 
been allowed to campaign this lime. 
Fofiuna(ely for her. Rajiv Gandhi 
stepped in. lie did not want any 
inflating in the AIADMK lo inter 
fere with the combine’s victory at the 
hustings. InielUgence reports had 
reached him thmi neat to MGR. 
Jayalalitha would be the biggest 
crowdpuiler in ihe AIADMK. It was 
indicated lo the state’s finance mints* 
rer V.R. Neduncheiian that Jayala- 
litha should be inducted for elec- 
do&eertng The codunand was con¬ 


veyed (O P.L). Shqnmugam AIADMK 
general secretary, who had little 
choice but to oblige. Thus. Jayala* 
litha was given the much needed 
opportunity to demonstrate her 
popularity and mass appeal. Now 
that she is once again active in the 
party. Jayalaiithe is doing every¬ 
thing in her power to consolidate her 
position Her biggest hurdle is the 
animosity uf the AIADMK ministers 
who lobbied to prevent her from 
campaigning in their home base*:, 
afraid that she would threaten their 
hold over I he locals. 

Instead of going on a whirlwind 
tour all over (he state which would 
entail only a superficial coverage. 
Jayalalitha chose to cover only ten 
distncis intensively. Thix was an idea 
mooted by her friend end political 
adviser Mr Solai. Just as there are 
several prominent persons in the 
AIADMK who ate against h«i there 
ail* othars wtilnn the party wh<! are 
supporting her. Jayalalitha's 
Staunchest supporter was S. Thiruna- 
viikkarasu. the young and energetic 
cummercial taxes minisier in the 
MGR cabinet. He is also the secret¬ 
ary of the AIADMK youth wing. The 
AIADMK vouth wing hus done a 
commandabie job mobilising people, 
making arrangements, ensuring pub¬ 
licity and so on. 

Jayalalitha has to live down her 
past, Since she was a glamourous 
Glmsiar. people sutomatically 
assumed (hat she was heilher ituelli- 
geiii iiur shrewd. On her part. Jayala- 
lilha se lot ted ht-r dogfins with cine. 
Her two mam slogans were; 
"Purati'ht se/ij (revolutionary girl)," 
complementing MGR who is popular¬ 
ity called “Purtficbi 7'hjia/var (re¬ 
volutionary leader).** She is also cal¬ 
led “C/nnriinai stTvi" which roughly 
translated means "girl with brains 
and ideas." 

Jayalalitha » going to find it an 
uphill task to realise her ambitions 
within (he framework of the party. 
How she is going to mobilise the 
senior partvmen and get (hem to 
accept her as MGR’s successor re¬ 
mains to be seen. Aciording to 
sources close (o her, she is also toying 
with the idea of forming her own 
party should she iind herself stifled 
in the AIADMK. In that case, just as 
in (he Seventies one found both the 
DMK and the newly formed 
AIADMK. both raving about Anna, 
one would probably see in future the 
AIADMK and its splinter faction led 
bv Jayalalitha (perhaps, named 
MCR-ANNA DMK) both hailing 
MGR. 

Me Pr*t9, Wedmi 
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An interview With Jayalalitha 


art? n<ii ilissdMvFivd. I’liey ur^ hnppy 
with the mea) schemes, free «lec 


(riciiy <ur the poor farmers und a^l 
the other schemes that MCR has 
mi roduced. 

Q: Wilt MCtK tome hack fit 
onoitfih tv he chivf mim^tey affain? 

A The American doctors who 
have been crealiiiK him have 
assured that he will he fit once 
au^in. 

Q Whdi /s vom reaction lo the 
Mlfu^ifion mjitc hy a secr/nn ot the 
AM/)jWK' fhar the /miiy hixh coity 
maod has chosen u numi*cr iff 
wrotm coiiJidute.^ thorvhy under- 
mining; the tihiiicvs f fhe parry? 

A. I tan'i lotnment on tluii he* 
cause as far os 1 oni concerned I am 
onlv an unliiiary pnity menihei I 
had iioilnni: lu du with ihe choice of 
cuftdidoles. The pai I lament arv 
iKiard has seU iied ihv candidates 
and as far as possiUle. as an otditi* 
ary member of the parly, J am doing 
niv duty by gums arruind canvas 
sing for voles fur the AiAltMK 
Congivssdi candidates 

Q Ihiyov think ihM thv Coiiures- 
s(ti and The AlAOMK jiv re/Wrig 
heavily on rhe svmp.rr/iv factor. 

A: We cannot jgiiore the sym* 
palhv iHctur... 

Q Kill makinfs ihai un issue . 

A: We aren'i making ihai an 
is>ue. 1 1 is ihe people who diin't 
want us lo talk ainml unvlhmA 
else The onlv guestton people ask 
is ''Will MOR come hack.’* 

4^.' What i.s v'our reaction tv Mi 
Kar(/nj/tjdhj\ plea to rhe electo¬ 
rate (o forfiive his sins and vote him 
hack tn power? At Madurai he even 
said that if ht- l>ecHme CM and it 
MGR rerurrted Ae would relinquish 
power to M(iR 

A (laughs moci'i>i>f/v^ That only 
shows how desperate he is. No 
sensible politician could have said 
something like that. The chief 
aninisier can only be from the piirfy 
that gets the majority. How can he 
relinquish power t<i someone from 
another party. It doesn't make 
sense. It i« a very stupid statement. 

Q: ft is said that the AIADMK 
high command was fenced to make 
you canvass for their cant/idares 
l>ecause you are a crowd puilTt iu 
the party, ilur there is a lot of 
animusity ro wards you. Once th^ 
eiecriojis are over and you have 
served your purpose, tt is felt that 
you will be sidelined again. 

At Look. I live fur the day. I am 
doing ray duty. God will take care 
of the rest. 


Ja>ultlllhs to dicrrinf crowds 


meetings ihat have taken place 
were on my route; this lime we 
have not been concentrating on 
public meetings. W'e keep slo{n>ing 
all along the route so that wu can 
see the maximum mimlier of peo¬ 
ple. We go through residential 
areas. Very olten we have been tuld 
that people themselves were not 
aware that so many people lived in 
a particular area Krom the time 
history has been recorded I can sav 
that people have not seen such 
huge crowds. Ibe reason foi such a 
huge 'tirnoui is rhe sympathy for 
MCR. The whole of Tamil Nadu 
worships him as a god They deify 
him. They do not come to see 
Jayalalitha, They aie coming be¬ 
cause they feel so many people aie 
telling (hem lies, only Jayalalitha 
speaks the truth They wont to 
know how MCR is. U he really 
reenveriRg? Is he really going to 
come back? That is why there is 
such a masMve Turnout. The people 
believe whal I lell them. They do 
not believe anyone else. Mr Karu- 
nanidhi is saying su many things. 
Other party people are saying so 
many things. But the people feel 
'inly ITl give them the true picture. 

Q: What are the crucial issues for 
the Assembly and Parltament elec- 
tions in Tamil Nadv? 

A: There is no crucial issue as 
such because you see. the MGR 
govammenc has given good admi- 
nistrution. has initiated so many 
welfare schemes which oo other 
government has even thought of 
doing. Hence the people don't want 
a different government. People are 
not bothered about promises c»r 
plans or anything like that. The 
p^ple want to know whether MGR 
will come back. They went him as 
chief minuter again The people 


Q . What Jo you have to say about 
I ho public responve to you? 

A: Wlivrever IVe hevn I can say 
the rusporisa from the public, the 
turnout and the sheer magnitude of 
the masses is something that has 
I crenred history. This is what people 
[ (hefliselves say. f have been to all 
these districts (the ten districts 
whore she campaigned) before two 
ur ihree times, so it is not that I am 
I new to thu people or that they have 
I nui seen me before. Irt fact, I have 
^ covered these districts village by 
Village. But the crowds this time 
haw been unprecedented; it has 
set a new record. 

4^: f>o you feel thin MCR's lack of 
physical pre.sencc ior the election 
aanpuifin is u severe serbeck to the 
AlADMK? 

A' Well, 1 am there. But you must 
not take thU in the wrong sense, 
becaute a^ far as the public are 
concerned they don't see any differ 
cnee between MGR and me. When I 
enme to them they think they are 
seeing him. To that eaiem I have 
mude up for his absence—now 
doii’i get me wrong. I am not talk¬ 
ing ah<mt (he leadership or (he 
administration of the party. 1 am 
only talking about the election cam¬ 
paign. You asked me about the 
setback because of MGR's absence. 
There is tin setback because people 
dun'r think thai MGR has not come. 
When they see Jayalalitha they 
don’t me as Jayalalitha. They 
think MGR has come. 

Q: Y«ur cicpfanatio/j for the large 
crowds ar your meerings i.v rhar ji is 
because p^ipie see MGR m you. 
Bui whv would people eguate you 
with MCR? 

A; You are the political analyst. 
It IS up to you to analyae why iY.,s ia 
so. I can only give you fact>. The 
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MANIPUR 


NSCN’s Terror Tactics 


Muivah warns* the Nogas 

T h« security forces have spread a 
wide net In Manipur’^ Najia* 
inhabited East Distrki to nab two 
leaders of the pro-Maoisi trafl«* 
border insjrgem outfit, the 

National Socialist Council uf Nafta* 
land {N8CN). The two are believed io 
be the maHierminds liehind the abur* 
tive attempt tit kill Munipur chief 
minister ki&haiiM Keishinit near 
Leishi village in the r.a^i District un 
a December 14H4 in an ambush In 
what in described as a hreakihrough 
in ihe mvesiigurinii inio ihc daring 
amhuvb, sleuths have identified 
“Captain** Livlngsionu and his assiv 
tarn Angelus Shimray. the foreign 
secretary ol the NSCN av the king* 
pm% in the plot to assaN^tnaie the 
CM. 

Ths* security drill to preempt such 
wayside umhu'thes well as to 
ruund up the suspects wa> further 
strengthened (icneral Kan war 
Chiman Singh. COC in C of rhe East> 
ern Commund confeired with top 
brass of ihe Eighth Mnuniain fuvi 
sum M hnphal on 12 DeccmlH.r 
According to sourtes in the securicv 
forcen, IS NSCN gimmeii. hidden in a 
jungle*clad hillside, kept up a bar¬ 
rage of automatic fire nn Keishing's 
motorcade of jee;»s in the mid noun 
ambush. That the gucr illas were in a 
hurry to finish the job was evident 
from their random shooting. They 
did not hove the patience to identify 
the jeep in which (he chief minister 
was travelling. One plausible reason 
for It was that Keishiiig. who set out 
from Ifflphal in his official Contessa 
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CMMMwnt Ketone 

car, switches! vehicles in between. 

I He moved into a Mampur Rifles jeep 
when the motorcade reached a 
vulnerable section of the tikhrid 
road. Four Manipur Rifles men. 
I drawn from its second and sixth 
' battalions, were killed on the spot. 
With Did (Hills) Chandra Bihari 
Singh injured and perplexed jawans 
merely returning the fire without 
even making the necessary forays 
into the adjacent hillside lei races, 
the rebels managed to make un easy 
getaway. 

The ambush is seen by counter 


insurgency experts as a part of the 
terror campaign bv Muivah, the Bur- 
rna*bused messiah of the NSCN, tn 
instill fear among (he rural people 
about the revolutionary movement 
and at the same time weaken their 
confidence in the centre’s authority. 
With this intention. Muivah periodi¬ 
cally updates a “hit list" with clear 
instructions tii his sharp'Shooiers to 
eJimiiiaTe those who figure in it. A 
tup army source told Si’ndav that a 
few weekx ago, it stumbled upon an 
NSCN document which stated thar 
Keixhing had been placed on lop of 
ihc “hit list,** Keishing earlier dis* 
closed to Si Ni>AV that 31 persons, 
who figured in a hit list containing 40 
names, hud already been liquidated 
by the NSCN. The former Manipur 
chief minister. Yangmasho Shaira, 
also a Tangkhul Nagu like Keishing 
and Muivah, who was slain in Janu¬ 
ary last year in Imphal by two NSCN 
gunmen, figured prumirienily in one 
such list. 

By such killings, Muivah also wants 
to pur into practice a iext*book guer¬ 
rilla taciics, now well-known as dis¬ 
ruptive terrorism. It is designed to 
provoke ihe authorities intu taking 
harsh repressive measures, which 
are likely lu result in alienating the 
local pupulation from the administra¬ 
tion. The NSCN scored a psychologic* 
el victory when Tangkhuls in Ukhrul 
registered their protest against the 
alleged tortures on many of them by 
the Army after a grisly NSCN 
ambush on a Sikh Regiment convoy 
in February 1982, which lef* 21 infan¬ 
trymen dead. The alleged death in 
army custody of a Tangkhul Naga 
hotel owner. K.S. Esua, within 12 
hours of his arrest by Assam Rifles 
following combing drives to mop up 
suspects involved in the ambush of 
Keishing's motorcade, Jed to a bandh 
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SMUGGLING 

The Trail Leads to Sangli 

Associate of Mahorashfro CM's son impJicoted 


in Ukhrul town on 11 December. 

To neutralise the lovernment's 
policicu-military offensive, Muivah is 
now reportedly in favour of creating 
an overground political infrastruc¬ 
ture! which will be in a position to 
whip up a favourable political cli* 
mate for the rebels. A pro¬ 
underground outfit, the Peoples’ In* 
dependent Block (PIB), which con* 
tested the District Council elections, 
forged links with a few indepen¬ 
dents! who took part in the last 
Assembly polls from three Cast Dis¬ 
trict seats. The poll-eve amhu.sh is 
seen as a subtle warning by Muivah 
against the Tangkhurs voting for the 
Congress(l). The Tanghhuh Seme 
and Konyak Sagas are the mainstays 
of the l!S00*strong SSCS active in 
Manipur’s UkhruU Nagaland’s Mon 
and Tuensang and \runachal 
Pradesh's Tirap areas through selec- 
' tiva killing and extortion ^ taxes. 
The NSCN, surprisingly, also has con¬ 
tradictory attitudes towards the Con* 
gressCii governments in Nagaland 
and Manipur. While Nagaland chief 
minister S C jamir is secretly in 
league with Muivah's men, the NSCN 
has no love lost for Keishing and his 
family. Kaishing’s younger brother 
Nambuting. a contractor, had a brush 
with death when two NSCN assassins 
attacked him at his Imphal residanca 
two years ago. 

There are indications that Muivah. 
m his next course of action, may 
engage his cohorts in running duels 
with prO'Phito Naga Federal Govern¬ 
ment (NFG) elements, who ere m 
favour of a constitutional settlement 
of the Nagaland issue. After its feel¬ 
ers to NFC leaders, sent in May last 
year in the form of an open letter to 
’’surrender gracefully” hed failed to 
evoke any response, the NSCN circu¬ 
lated in last June a seven-page Anga* 
mi language dxument m Kohima! 
warning the NFG leadership with 
dire consequences. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is 
understandably concerned about the 
NSCN moves. He held a half-hour- 
long closed*door meeting with Major 
General V.K. Sood! commander of 
Manipur-Nagaland Area at ImphaFs 
Rajniwes on S December. According 
to a top Ma.iipur government source 
who does not wish to be named, Mr 
Gandhi is not averse to the idea of 
banning the NSCN under the Unlaw¬ 
ful Activities Act. even as he has not 
scoffed at the idea of talking with the 
NSCN leaders if they throw m the 
towel and agree to solve their prob¬ 
lems within the ambit of the Indian 
Constitution. 

«en»n u Olm*. $tctm 
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T he mystery of the landing of 
contraband goods worth Rs 7S 
lakhs on the Raj lUiavan beach in 
Bombay in October and the unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt at talcing the truck 
loaded with the contraband goods 
out of (he sprawling premises of the 
Raj Bhavan still remains unsolved. 
The customs and excise officials at 
that lime had told the metropoliran 
magistrate that very important peo¬ 
ple were involved and there were 
serious ramifications to the whule 
episode. Yet to date, neither the 
people of Maharashtra nor the rest of 
the county have been cold who is 
behind this darmg landing. 



Ten people including two police 
sub-inspectOTs and en &P guard at 
.Raj Bhavan were arrested by the 
customs and excise officials. The 
alleged kingpin, Mr Madhavrao Bho- 
sale. a youth Congressfl) activist who 
had unsucessfully contested a muni¬ 
cipal corporation election on the 
Congressfl) ticket was also arrested. 
Bhosale was released on bail but 
rearrested under the COFEPOSA. At 
that time it was thought that Mr 
Jambuwantrao Dbote was cunnecied 
with the episode because Bhosale 
was allegedly anested from the bun¬ 
galow of former minister Nanabhau 
Em bad war. where he took refuge as 
Mr Embadwar was on (our. 


However, in the second week of 
December the whole incident took 
yet another dramatic turn with a 
Congressd) activist close to the chief 
minister Mr Vasantdada Patti being 
brought into the picture. Ii is very 
reliably learnt that the Governor Air 
Chief Marshal l^tif fearing that the 
local aurhoritie^ may not be in a 
pokiimn to handh- the potentially 
explosive siiuatiun, got in touch with 
the union finance ministry people to 
follow up the matter Thi.*; resulted in 
a raid hv the Pun' customs and 
excise officers on a shop and resi¬ 
dence of Mr Jaideo Nanwani The 
customs authorities seised imported 
wristwatches, tape recorders and 
contraband worth Rs two lakhs. The 
officers had acted on information 
that some of the goods were being 
sent to Sangli from Bombay This 
information was allegedly gathered 
from incriminating ducuments found 
in the possebsion of Bhosale, It is also 
pertinent that three packages were 
missing from the truck that was 
seised at Raj Bhavan. 

Jaideo Nanwani is the vice* 
president of the ’’Vasem Prakash 
Vikas Pratisthan!*' a trust that was 
formed m Sangli on 6 April 1984. The 
jmsident of the trust is Mr Prekash 
Vasantdada Patih the son of the chief 
minister and his address is given as 
“Varsha” the residence of Mahar¬ 
ashtra’s chief minister His shop, 
Asian Radio, which was raided, is a 
partnership concern with one Oilip 
Shindeand Pike. Mr Dilip Vasantrao 
Shinde is also the general secretary 
of the Vasant Prakash Vikas Pratis- 
than. 

]n fact, rn Sangli these three and 
Prakash Patil, who is seeking elec¬ 
tion to the Lok Sabha from the Sangli 
constituency, are known as the ’Gang 
of Pour* They created a major con¬ 
troversy in April-May this year when 
th^y organised a "Shatrughan Sinha 
Ni^t" for the benefit of the Vasant 
Prakash Vikas Praeisthan. They 
could not, however, account for Rs 
four lakhs collected on this occasion. 
The controversy raged for quite a 
while before dying down, though 
privately it is still the talk of the 
town. Added to this is the fact (hat 
two months later all the four bought 
four identical Hindusthun Contesaa 
cars. 

reila, Bamtoy 
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NAXAUTES 

In the Wilderness 


Splintered groups attempt to solve di/iferences 


T he Nixmlite movement in the 
country which hes had an aimieos 
and splintered existence is now et 
the crossroads following the death of 
two of its pioneers in quick succes 
sion: Satya Norain Singh on 21 Octo> 
ber 1984 end Chandra PulU Reddy 
on 9 November 1984. Even though 
Reddy and S,N. Singh were leading 
different groups, they had a standing 
among all the extremists and could 
have played a crucial rnie in the 
unification move among the various 
groups. Of the pioneers of the move* 
I ment in the country during the Six- 
I ties, only Nagbhushan Patianayak 
and Kanu Sanyal are alive today but 
i they stopped spitting fire long time 
back. 

S N. Singh died a sad man seeing 
his group—the Provincial Central 
Committee (PCC)—on the verge of 
yet another split. A group in the PCC 
led hy Bbaskar Nandi had started 
labelling Stalin as "fascist” and 
maintained that Stalin decimated 
the Bolshevik pariv, got 2.!> million 
people butchered, and that he was 70 
per cent incorrect and might have 
' been 30 per cent correct. This basi¬ 
cally enti-Mai'xian line first surfaced 
in the party during a PCC meeting 
held in Calcutta In May ^983. Though 
the thought did not teceive much 
backing, the Nandi group stuck to its 
stand. The anti-Nandi group main 
tains that Nandi and Saninsh Rana (a 
former Ml.A) get foreign money. 
Nandi was for some time married to 
an American who has returned to her 
country, and visited India recently, 
according to top parly sources. 

In a confidential leitei dated 2S 
September i983, the late S.N. Singh 
asked Nandi to drop his anii-Sialin 
tirades. The stand, Mr Singh said in 
the letter, **is obviously an attempt to 
tear away the party from its ideolo 
gicai moorings. After jettisoning Sta< 
tin and making Mao stand on hi& 
head on the <)uestion of Stalin, how 
much remains of our ideology?” Mr 
Singh also requested Nandi to pro* 
duce a documeut on Stalin. The docu¬ 
ment was nos presented but at later 
meetings the Nandi group tried to 
backtrack. The bitterness remained. 
Result: the reported split in the 
' Provisional Central Committee m 
Seotember 1964 

If the rCC today is broken, the 
i condition of the other groups is no 


better. Most of them are trapped in 
the ideological quagmire. The most 
radical among the groups^the Cen¬ 
tral Reorganising Committee 
(CRCK-based in Kerala and led ^ 
K. Venu. adopted basic changes In its 
outlook early this year. K. Venu was 
in hiding for a long time after he was 
wanted In connection whh the Kum- 
I balangi murder case, but surren 
dered in April ihis year before the 
Kerala High Couri in which he, a few 
years bock, did not have any faith. 
This cvrrespondeni had met him 
while he was ”in hiding” but he did 
not then show any signs of '‘giving up 
the struggle.” After taking bail for 
the case he (uid the "bourgeois” 
newimen thai class war should gc 
hand in hand with ihe struggle fot 
the development of independent 
national aspirations. The present 



concept of national unity was only "a 
false unity.” ’Hieir main enemies, he 
added, were not after all the landed 
clas.s but imperialist forces. 

The union home ministry had in a 
document released early this year, 
said that there were 26 CFl(ML) 
groups m the country and that all 
groups except the Kundappalli Sitar- 
amiah group, based in Andhra 
Pradesh, t known as the People's War 
Group) and (he K.Yenu group have 
dropped the annhilaiion theory. 
Veou's surrender and his changed 
outlook leaves only the Sitaramiah 
group in the '‘red list.” Sitaramiah 
who was arrested recently in Hydei- 
abad escaped dramatically from the 
hospital after shooting dead a sentry, 
allegedly with the help of a medical 
stuoent. 

Most of the ut her groups h ave fai ih 


in the elections. The PCC has fielded 
three candidates for the Lok Sabha 
elections—Elayas Tiwari in Jamshed* 
pur. Bihar, Nityananda Murha in 
k Jhargram. West Bengal and V.H. 

I Master io Raichur. Andhra Pradesh 
more in the Olympic spirit of partici* 
pating than winning. But once they 
manage to merge into the nationM 
political mainstream, how will they 
func(ion?Will they be able to capture 
the imagination of the people from 
sireei-corner platforms rather than 
by taking arms for the underdog? 
This continues to be their dilemma, 
Many Naxalite groups still func* 
tion in the tribal belts and have 
managed to muster considerable sup* 
port among the tribals in some areas 
of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh. In March this year, 
the police had to intervene to pre¬ 
vent a massive meeting organised by 
an extremist group, the Adivasi . 
Raiuhuli Sangeihane in Kamlepurin 
Maharashtra from taking place. In 
the forests of Bestar district in 
Madhya Pradesh—bigger than the 
state of Krrala—(here are strong 
pockets of extremists working j 
wholeheartedly for the spread of 
Marxism-Leninism Most of the crib* 
ais go to them for redressal of their 
grievances and "immediate justice” 
IS meted out 

The unity moves among the major ' 
groups of the CPI (M-L) had reached 
an advanced stage. On 19 August this 
year. S.N. Singh had stated (hat se¬ 
rious efforts were on to bring 
together the groups of Kanu Sanyal, 
Bolbhevik Party of Kerala, the Kolia 
Venkataiah group C P. Reddy and 
Ashim Chatterjee. The talks have 
been stalled after (he death of Singh 
and Reddy hut a senior leader of (he 
PCC was uptimisiic about the unity, 
though he said it would rake time. 
Nagabhushan Pattanayak now in his 
sick bed. was also striving for unity 
but had stated that the ''ivory tower 
mentality” of some leaders was 
hampering the unity moves. Insiders 
fee) that the stand of most of these 
groups against China’s de* 
Maoification campaign could be a 
catalyst. 

Among the new generation of Mar¬ 
xist-Leninist leaders only K Venu 
and Ashim Chatterjee have the 
calibre and power to infuse new life 
into the dying o-ovement. After 
many years in the wilderness (literal* 
ly and metaphorically) the extremist 
leaders have realised that unity is 
the only fac tor thai will ensure their 
continued existence. But is of now 
the "spring thunder” that once burst 
over India is a whimper. 

1 Xa— K. Mm. Miiiffc 
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WOMEN 

Up in Arms 

Feminists /ighi prejudice 

T he Intefnational Feminist Net* 
work (IFN) has given a sohdanty 
call in support of the struggle in 
India a^inst the Muslim personal 
law which discriminates ugainsi 
women. In December 198.^. Shehnas 
Sheikh, a young Sunni Muslim 
woman of Bombay had challenged 
the Constitutional validity of the 
Muslim personal law and in January 
1984, the Supreme Court had mued 
a notice to the Union of Indie. 
Shehnaz's petition is being backed 
by the Women's Centre and Lawyer's 
Collective of Bombay and a nation* 
wide signature campaign was laun* 
ched in May to mobilise public opin¬ 
ion and support. 

Shehnaz’s petition in the Supreme 
Court has caught the attention of the 
world feminist movement. The IFN. 
whose campaigns are co-ordinated by 
the Geneva*based women’s group. 

ISIS, has included Shehnaz's struggle 
in its latest list of campaigns round 

the world for which solidarity is 
being urged. Two other cases taken 

up by IKN will be of interest to 
Indian readers. One is the campaign 
by Pakistan's Women’s Action Forum 
which is protesting against the new 
discriminatory Uw» passed by the 
Zia regime last August. The laws 
relate to compensation for murders 
and the value of a woman\ evidence 
in court. The second is a call for 
letters of support ioi Shahila. a Sii 
Lankan house^maid in the United 
Arab Emirates, who has been sent¬ 
enced to death by stoning for adul¬ 
tery with an Indian cook. At the time 
of the sentence .she was pregnant and 
the execution is to be carried out 
after the birth of the baby or after 
she finishes breastfeeding. 

IFN solidarity calk also relate lo 
th«.* slave trade in Thailand's houses 
, of prostitution and repression of poll- 
I tical activists in the Philippines. 

' Chile and Peru. Included among its 
latest appeals are several of chose 
sponsored recently by Amnesty In* 
ternacional which had adopted 
Women Prisoners as it.t theme for (ha 
1984 Pjisoners of CintciVnce Week. 

VM MMcMUiwnrwi. 



PORTS I 

New Port Management Institute ; 


Madras is (he confroversiaJ location 


T he maiden training course for 
loading port executives in the 
country hy the prestigious Nationai 
instituie of port Management 
INIPM). Madras, concluded on S De¬ 
cember ending ihe controversy over 
the location of the National Ports 
Institute between the Madras Port 
Trust and the Indian Institute of Port 
Management (IIPM). Calcutta 

The n day training course on 
^management of container terminal 
operations* was organised within 
just two days of the forma) maugura* 
lion ol the instituie. at the borrowed 
I premises of the Madras Port Trust, 
' on 22 Novemher. The course was 
I coordinated by the United Nations 
CnmmisMim on Trade and Develop¬ 
ment (UNCTAD) representative and 
the Hhippiiig Adviser. Mr Bala K. 
Suhramaniam under the ’'Trainmar" 
I (Training of Maritime Managers) 
project of the UN agency. 

“The invtituie does nut really be* 
long to one port or (he other. The 
facilities are common for all the 
major len ports and the other 130 or 
so minor pons officers." assured Mr 
i P M Abraham. Additional Secret* 
' ary. Ministry of Shipping and Trans* 
' port at the valedictory function of 
' the training programme. The IIPM. 
1 Calcutta had Imn staking a claim 
I for the prestigious port managetaent 
I institute, arguing that it had the 
‘ necessary infrastructure as well as 
I proximity to the first container port 
in the country, HaJdia However, the 
Madras Port Trust claimed that be* 
cause (he port was located at a key 
' point and had all the required facili* 
' ties including an ultra modern con- 
, tainer handling facility set up at a 
total cost of Rs 40 crores in 1983. it 
should be given the priority in lotat* 
I ing the port institute. The issue was 
finally clinched in favour, when the 
non*<ifficial UN study team on port 
training submitted its report at the 
beginning of this year. Interestingly, 
both the port cities were supponed 
by UN bodies^the International 
Labour Organisation (TLO) support- 
ing Calcutta's claim and the UN* 
CI'AD supporting Madras. 

I The union government has agreed 
I 10 meet the entire capital corn of 


around Rs 6 crores for the institute. 
The recurring expenses estimated at 
between Rs. SO lakhs and one crore 
is to be met by the respective user 
pons by pooling in their resources 
with the Indian Ports Association. 
The UNCTAD for its parr has agreed 
ru give away fret- of cost, equipment 
worth Rs 6 lakhs. 

An estimated 2.600 executives are 
employed by all ihe ports in (he 
country. Almost al* >if (hem would 
need to undergo some form of (rain¬ 
ing or (he other to keep up wUh the 
modernisation and sophistication of 
port lechniques. The training facih* 
ties available in India are not com- 

t irehensive enough and every year at 
east 40 to 50 executives are sent 
abroad for lengthy periods involving 
huge expenditure. The NIPM is ex¬ 
pected to solve such problems and 
save foreign exchange. The (raining 
courses which are being developed 
in the institute are based on the 
'Trainmar' techniques being pupula* 
rised by the United Nations Develop* 
meat Programme and UNCTAD. At 
present, work on seven courses 
covering various areas of port opera* 
tions including port management in* 
formation systems, materials man¬ 
agement, equipment management 
techniques for engineering and non* 
engineering port officers is going on. 

Trainmar activities had started in 
January 1980 in the form of a pilot 
project financed by the division for 
Global and Interregional projects of 
(he UNDP and executed by the UN¬ 
CTAD Secretariat. The Narottam 
Morarjee Institute. Bombay and the 
Management Training Centre at the 
Bombay Port Trust are signatories to 
this scheme. So far two^irainmar’ 
projects, Trainmar J and 11. have 
been complered and over 2,000 man* 
agers and supervisors have been 
given training. 

*The NlPM's inauguration has 
come at the right time when the 
country is going ahead with ports 
modernisation, promotion of the con- 
(aineruation concept and the Inland 
container depots," says Mr. Bala K. 
Subromaoiam. who has been the 
main driving force behind the 
scheme. 

Movement of cargo through the 
major ten ports has gone up very 
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THE INDIAN OCEAN 


No Zone of 


The superpoiversarc maintainingstrong/orces 


A US iirvrtfl ourtor nien Um Indlvn Oc<m 


hi% becMim* a viciim o^ (he nuclear 
arms rai.e between the superpnwers. 
Musi of the coastal and hinterbnd 
Indian Ocean states view the military 
build up at Diegn Garcia as a danger* 
ous development. Diejeo<brcia. a 0$ 
naval complex alniui 1.100 mile^ 
south-west i>l Cape Comorin, puses a 
major challenge to the peace and 
securitv in the whole refiion. 

Dieao Garcia apart, the USA has 


T he debate on making the Indian 
Ocean a ''tone of peace*' has been 
continuing since 1970, hut the 
chances of a successful demilitarisa¬ 
tion appear to be remote The issue, 
first brought up at the 1970 Non 
aligned conference at Lusaka, is 
being ignored by the superpowers, it 
is now doubtful whether the thrice- 
postponed UN conference on the 
Indian Ocean will be held in Cul 
ombo in 198S. 

Apart from superpower indiffer¬ 
ence, the UN ha« also been dragging 
its feet on the issue. Only U years 
ago the UN General Assembly 
adopted a resolution proposed by Sri 
l^ka and supported by 11 other 
littoral countries demanding that the 
Indian Ocean 'Should be a zone of 
peace." That resolution, as wall as 
other similar and commendable exer- 
ciMfi, seems to have been forgotten. 

Recent developments in the liidien 
Ocean area have not strengthened 
the cause of peace and international 
underaiendini Instead, the region 


rapidly in the last three years. It 
went up from 101 million tonnes in 
1983 to 114 million tonnes in 1984. 
The target for IMS is 130 million 
tonnes. Of this, hardly 25 million 
tonnes would be containerised. 
"When the worldover containerisa¬ 
tion is the 'in thing’ in India it has 
been late in coming ,'*says Mr Sub- 
ramaniam. However' some pragma¬ 
tic changes have taken place in the 
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list of priorities within the Shipping 
Ministry and 22 inland container 
depots (ICDs) are being set up. Work 
on the fully containerised modem 
Nhava ^eva port (to be ready by 
1986) is going on and purchase of 
more container handling equipment 
fur the four container pons. Madras. 
Bombay, Haldia and Cochin has been 
decided upon. "Once all this comes 
into full operation, the training 


needs will be acute and NIPM would 
be a great help then." ndds Subraina 
niaru. Once the ln*;tituiestarts func¬ 
tioning from its ownpremises—there 
IS fiome problem of acquiring land 
fui it>~it will go ahead offering con¬ 
sultancy services to user ports and 
companies and contribute greatly tu 
management research, particularly 
in the maritime sector. 

T. Kamaff. Matfrai 


entire ocean with a network of multi¬ 
purpose bases, stag mg- posts and 
rapid deployment centres capable ot 
serving its strategic interei>(s in the 
region. For the United States, the 
Indian Ocean bases are "«*ron. 
gholds" to check what Washington 
^Is "Soviet expansionism." 

The Soviet Union alsr* maintains j 
strung presence in the aiea. The 
Russians have their own interests, 
both political and economic as well 
as their globe) aspirations to fulfil 
Thev art as* concerned rbout the 


strategic balance of power in this 
area as the Americans. It is difficult 
tu dispute that the Russians, since 
Czarist times, have been keen on 
"opening up for themselves warm 
water ports In the Medltorranean 
and in the Indian Ocean." The Soviet 
flag-waving exercises first began in 
1966 and Soviet warships regularly 
patrol the Indien Oceon. Respite not 
being as strong enough as the VS, 
Seventh Fleet, it is an effective pre* 
sence. 

The naval huild*up in the Indian 
Ocean has placed the super power 
rivalry at India's doorstep According 
to some experts, IndiitV efforts to 
keep the superpowers away from (he 
Indian Ocean ere not solely because 
of its efforts tu mainiai:i peace in the 
area. These experts heheve that In 
dia iR interested m becoming the 
dominant power in the region efier 
the superpowers leave. Other ex¬ 
perts claim (hai India's interest in 
making the ocean e sone uf peace is 
in the I merest of the Indo-Soviet 
friendship ties 

However, it has to he remembered 
that the realisation uf the "peace 
zone'* concepts depends on a unani¬ 
mity uf interests. But nni all Indian 
Ocean countries share a similar 
approach to the issue, and each coun¬ 
try' appears to have a different and 
unyielding view. Some cuuniries look 
upon the Seventh Fled as a bulwark 
against their potential enemies, 
while others feel that the Soviet 
Navy is a friend. 

iiowever. unlcsii the all-powerful 
su|M'rp<merv ere pei'suaded tu make 
the Indian Drean a zone of peace, 
there is Ifitle the VN or the countries 
can dn At present, neither the super¬ 
powers are preparc*d tu move from 
the Indian <Xean and if the USA is 
convinced that tne Indian Ocean has 
"become the area with the potential 
TU produce major siifis in the global 
power balance." it wUl make its 
presence stronger .md m<ire perma¬ 
nent. To maintam the balance of 
terror the Soviet Union will do the 
same and peace will be lust in (he 
Indian Ocean for ever. 

State CH Ma rfm, Calcutta 
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St. Xavier's School and College 
(Calcutta) announces the inauguration 
of the 125 year celebrations at 30. 
Park Street, Calcutta‘16. on January 
16th 1985, by His Excellency, the 
President of India. School and College 
alumni who wish to participate may 
kindly write to us. The inaugural 
celebrations will cover four days. 

On this occasion funds are being 
collected for (A) 
Endowments/Scholarships for 
meritorious/needy students (B) A 
new computer centre (C) Extension 
of our free medical clinic run by 
volunteer Xaverian doctors (D) 
Renovation of the Auditorium and (E) 
Life membership (US$Aou). 

Endowments/Dona lions carry the 
Benefit of Section 80G of The Indian 
Income Tax Act. Cheques may be 
sent in favour of “Alumnorum 
Societas A/C. 125 year fund account 
number 5836” at the Hong Kong Bank. 
31, B.B.D. Bagh. CalcuUa-700 001, 
under advice to Tuhin Das. Hony. 
Secretary, St. Xavier's O.B. A. 
Calcutta, C/o. J. Thomas & Co., 
Nilhat House, 11, R.N. Mukheijee 
Road. Calcutta-70() 001, India. 
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The one solution 

ANACIN 

Tract Its 

•xtra pain rallaviiig powar. 

Anacin contains mora of the pain reliever 
doctors the woM over recommend. 

Effective for the aches and pains of colds 
and nu. headache, toothache, backache 
and muscular pain. 


Trust only Anacin. 

Now In m prolecttve 
foil aack. 
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India's No. 1. pain railevet. 


ga«0iTM SMArar i Ca tM. 









Science 


A Refuge from Toil and Care 


Various theories on sJeep emerge 



A mtn likei a mp. 'etabis down for a «Wh* 

T herf ara two kinds of sleep. Much 
of the night, you are in deep 
sleep, the brain is unresponsive, and 
long slow waves of electricity pulse 
through it, instead of the frantic 
scramble of signals found during 
wakefulness. But. from time to time, 
and es|>eciaUy cowards morning, you 
switch to shallow I'eap; the brain is 
active, the heart beets quickly and 
the eyes flicker abouv under their 
lids. People woken during such 
rapid’ey e^movement ^REM) sleep re* 
port they have been dreaming 
There is general agreement that 
the two kinds of sleep serve different 
functions. If you deprive people of 
deep sleep, they become tired. If you 
deprive them of REM sle«.p. they do 
not fe^ sleepy but they gradually 
become neurotic. They will then in* 
duJge in extra REM sleep, which 
suggests that they need it as much as 
they need deep sleep. But why do 
they need either? Theories of sleep 
can be roughly divided into two cla> 
ses. One says that sleep is a vital 
restorative for body and brain; the 
other that it spares animals the dan¬ 
gers of being up and about too much. 

Most people assume that the body 
carries out physiological repair work 
during sleep. Yet it was not until the 
lace Seventies that the first coherent 
Chewy of sleep’s restorartve powers 
wai propoied. Professor Ian Oswald 
and bia colleagues at Edinburgh uni* 
vanity suggeited that only during 
sleep cen the body make protema. 


Proteins, of which body tissue is 
made, consist of chains of amino 
acids. Prof. Oswald’s group theorised 
that during the day the body builds 
up ammo acids produced by the 
digestion of food. Only during sleep 
does the body have time to synihe 
sise proteins from them. 

This theory was wrecked by a sing* 
le experiment. Dr Peter Garhck and 
his colleagues at London university 
plotted the progress of amino acids 
through the body. They found that 
amino acids do nor accumulate dur¬ 
ing the day mdy for protein synth¬ 
esis at night; they are either broken 
down straight away or quickly con¬ 
verted to protein. 

A more promising repair theorv is 
rliat sleep restores the br*in rath» 
than the body. Your body can rest 
while you are wide awake, but the 
brain seems to be on call most of the 
time. Sleep deprivation appears to 
have little effect on bodily function, 
but strong effects on behaviour. Peo¬ 
ple not only feel sleepy; they also 
become irritable and even paranoid 
or hallucinatory. The brain seems to 
shut down at ni^t. Nonnally. a brief 
flash of light produces a change In 
the brain’s electrical activity. These 
''evoked potentiab” are not found in 
sleeping brains, le is not thar mes¬ 
sages from the eyes do not reach the 
brain, but that the biain does not 
reepood. Dr Margaret Uvingsione 
and f^fessor David Hubei of Har* 
vard Medical School have shown tliae 


in cats the surface layers of the 
brain, where sensory iuforroation is 
first processed, are still active in 
sleep. But the messages never get 
through to the deep layers, where the 
high*level perceptual processing 
goes on. 

It is this unrespcnsiveness that the 
second class of sleep theories focuses 
on. Professor Bemie Webb of the 
university of Florida and Dr Ray 
Meddis of Bntein's Loughborough 
universiry theorise that sleep has no 
imporiani physiological function. In* 
stead, they suggest, sleep’s purpose 
is simply to ensure that an animal is 
out of harm's way. Better that crea* 
Tures like man. whose most impor* 
tarn sense is sight, should tuck them* 
selves away in a cosy cave for the 
night rather than blunder around in 
the dark. Or Meddis points to the 
wide variations in sleeping times. 
Giraffes need only two hours o1 
sleep, sloths 20. He also asks why; if 
sleep deprivation is so debilitating* a 
person who goes ten days without 
sleep needs only ten or 12 hours of 
extra sleep to make it up. 

There are problems with the Idea 
that sleep is just a way of closing 
down an animal for a while. Some 
animals go to surprising lengths to 
get sleep. Dr Jim Horna of Lough* 
borough university points out that 
dolphins dare not ileap long because 
they would risk drowning. By the 
Meddis argument, they should not 
sleep at all. Instead, they have de¬ 
veloped extraordinary ways of get* 
nng their sleep. Indus river dolphins 
catnap, for less than 90 seconds at a 
lime, throughout the day. A bottle* 
nose dolphin allows only half its 
brain to sleep at a time. 

One of sleep's most mysterious 
elements give.s rise to another 
theory: that you sleep in order to 
dream. Dreaming is a puule in itself. 
Some believe it has purely neurophy* 
siological functions. One idea is that 
dreams cleanse the brain's informa- 
iion*processing apparatus of error- 
causing impressions recorded in wak¬ 
ing hours^vaguely analogous to 
sophisticated compurer software de¬ 
bugging itself. Others believe that 
dreams have psychological purposes: 
Dr Nick Humphrey of Cambridge 
universiry has suggested that they 
are used to explore and test im¬ 
agined futures. Both of these 
th^ries claim support from the fact 
that new-born babies spend most of 
their sleeping hours in REM sleep, 
while adults dream for less than two 
hours a night. But nobody has begun 
to explain why the brain has to be 
asleep to perform such functions, 
•y wrangemenf wM The EcenemM 






VARIETY/Science 


Wise Infante 


Guinea Pigs; Rich in Proteins 



B abies are much mhre 
intelligent then what 
we ct>n<(der them lo be. 
Research at Exeter uni¬ 
versity, England, shows 
that babies are born with 
the ability to differentiate 
between simple shapes, 
can recognise and remem* 
ber objects in 3^0 and 


even distinguish colours According to Dr AUn Slater of 
the department of psychology, the uim of the re^arch is 
**10 explore in del ail the extent lo which the newborn 
baby can make sense of what he sees. The technique is 
known as hahliuaiion and is dependent on the baby 
remembering whai he or ‘^he sees." In must lesrs-^ach 
rest takes alsout five to ten minutes—astatic or changing 
visual pattern is shown to the baby uniil it no longer 
attracts his Hctencion. At this point it is replaced by 
diffareri patterns, onr of which is similar m some 
respecK to the one that he had previously seen. If the 
baby looks more at the new pattern it indicates that he 
can not only distinguish livtween ihe two but also 
remember some of its features. 


More Clues to Leprosy Control 

research work going on m England could lead to 
f^clues to the control of leprosv in the Third World. 
The C23iS0S*research is being carried out by r>r Keith 
Manchester of Bradford university and could reinforce 
his theory that there is a direct link between the decline 
of leprosy in Britain from the I3th century and the 
subsequent growth in the incidence of tuberculosis. It 
should be noted here that the bacterium which causes 
leprosy is closely related to that which causes TB. Dr 
Manchester is analysing the disease history of leprosy by 
means of examining the skeletal changes of leprosy 
sufferers in Britain from the Roman period to the Middle 
Ages. Over 10.000 skeletunb will he examined. A recent 
report issued by the World Health Organisaticm suggests 
that as many as 1S~2Q million people suffer from the 
disease in India, Pakistan, the Far East, Africa and some 
Mediterranean countries, and that the disea.se could be 
on the increase. 

Ihe LHe-saver 

I n Scotland, an industrial 
wrapping material has 
turned out to be a life- 
saver. Doctors at the inten¬ 
sive care unit of the Queen 
Mother's Hospiial, Glas¬ 
gow, found that plastic 
bubble film, which is nor¬ 
mally used ii> protect fra 
gile goods, acts like a verv 
light duvet. Or continental quilt, and keeps premature 
babies warm and protected from drau^ts. Dr Tom 
Turner, consultant paediatrician, says "h is warm, light 
and cheap and because h transparent we can see 
is happening to the babv We used tu tear the wrapping 
from parcels, wash it carefully and use it in the intensive 
care cots."Now it is man**.f,ictured in a sterile condition 
specially for the job 




G uinea pigs are a valu¬ 
able protein source. In 
Peru alone. 70 million 
guinea pigs aie eaten In a 
year. Such pockei-sised 
pigs. deer, irupical rats 
<ind miniatuic ruminants 
could provide a.i increas¬ 
ing pruiein for miliums of 
IH.-ople III the Tliird World. 


They aic >o miuh in demand that even in Ingbrise 
jpurimcnts m f.inid residciils kei*p Ihtm in cardboard 
boxes under iherr bed-. Two male •md 20 female guinea 
pigs could feed 0 fjiiiily of tix with an adequate 
veor round Jk-i <if meat 


As Good as Concrete 


I f you combine cement and a synthetic material called 
p^yprupylene, you get a material which is as good as 
reinforced concrete Moreover, it is lighter an^ also has 
insulating properties. It i« thought that the researchers 
of Ulster's Polytechnic. Non hern Ireland, who disco¬ 
vered polypropylene, may haw also discovered the 
material for the cheap manufacture of pipes in develop¬ 
ing cnuciti les. The material was used on some roads as an 
experiment and it was found that the road surface had 
wiihstuod the pressure of heavy lorries. 


A Mad March Hare? 



i t was May in wonder¬ 
land, so Alice figured 
there would be no harm in 
visiting the mad March 
hare Said she. **11 won*i be 
raving mad—at least not 
so mad as ii was in 
March " Wait, say two 
British researchers 
Anthony Holley and Paul 
Greenwood. With apologies to Lewis Carroll they re- 
purted in Mature that the idea that hares are madder in 
March is nonsense. While studying brown hares in the 
fields southwest of Bristol, they found that although the 
animals do '‘go mad'' m I4arch. they do their frensied 
chasing and pumelling with their forelegs through the 
January to-August mating season. The scientists infer¬ 
red that the battles are not fought between mal6s 
competing for female favours, but by females fending off 
unwanted suitors. 

Computer Project for Doctors 

H undreds of doctors are taking part in a project under 
way in London in which computers are being used to 
speed up diagnoses and thaeffects of prescribed drugs. 
Known as Sentinel, the project was devised by Prof. Paul 
Grob of the epidemiology and health cure unit at Suney 
university in England. Dr Grob has recruited some 400 
doctors in the Muthvrest Thames health region of 
London and the neighbouring area into a network 
connected by microcomputers. A further stage has been 
achieved by means of the Harley Chip, where medical 
findings can be stored 





VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


T hou|U) Amitibh Ba<h- 
chain's political a^pira* 
tions have plun|;«(l the in* 
dusirv into uloom. it has 
sent the fortunes of 
Ja^tandra sky-rocketing. 
Bombay producers who 
had 'given him' up to 
Sou* h Indian producers 
are now running after him. 
His new position at the top 


S<ema;tiifof tat _ 

E revent the incident from 
Bppening. According to 
Seema, the freelance jour* 
nalist Mohan AkkipaUi. 
had tried to blacken ail and 
threaten her mother. And 
Seema was for someti me 
on the lookout for him 
when he walked into the 
room in which the film- 
stars were relaxing. Seema 
cornered and slapped him 
till her fury abated. 

Mohan saidihii he did not 
raialiaif because the 


HohM Ksnaagady: imiHr 


attacker happened to be a 
lady and that he felt 
humiliated because it hap¬ 
pened in front of Prem 
Nazir. The ferocity and 
agility with which Seema 
vent her fury might land 
her a few rnleo of the 'bad 
girl' type. 

art> producers in 
the south have been 
trying to rope in Srida^'s 
younger sister Snfache. 
who has got something of 
her elder sister's baby¬ 
faced "inncKence." But 
Sridevi is opposed to it 
and is planning to get her 
sister married early next 
vear. Sridevi surely 
knows the disadvantages 
of having an 'innucent* 
baby lace, yet having to 
play not 'soannoceot roles. 

T he numero uno of 
Malayalam films 
Mammuty. recently re¬ 
quested a Kripi-writer to 
let him die on the screen, 
instead of the heroine. 
"Too late." said the writer 
who promised to 'kill him' 
in liU near movie. But his 
fans arc not letting him 
die so soon. 


•idw' 


has made him dizzy. "I 
don’t know how I will be 
able to do justice co the 
faith they hove put in me. 
Frankly, I am no great 
actor. 1 am confused," said 
Jeetandra. 

T he real test of /eeren* 
dro's acting ability ab* 
out which he also has ex¬ 
pressed doubts will come 
in the film he is doing with 
Dxfjp JCumar Says Jeeten* 
drSi “It was very terrifying 
to face the thespian who 
has mesmerised people for 
three generations but he 
put me at complete ease. I 
am dying to set' the re. 
suits." The producers had 
a lot uf difficulty finding 
the right type of actress to 
match Dilip Kumar's per¬ 
sonality. They thought of 
Rekha who had been 
teamed with him in Aae ka 
darya, then Sharmria Ta¬ 
gore and Waheada i^eh- 
man, but dropped all 
three. They f I nails chose 
Robin i /fartaxigady, cata¬ 
pulting her to the front- 
iioe. Rohit i iv now drip* 
ping ectasy, “Now I feel I 
have really arrived as an 
actress. Isn't it every 
actress's dream to work 
with that great actor?" But 
litt le does she know ibai 
it could also luro into a 
nightmare if she slips. 


alayalam actress 
Seema.'now trying 
for a comeback into films 
egged on by her husband 
and director f. V. 5ar/, has 
done the 'Dhormendra act' 
of beating up a film jour¬ 
nalist. She did so on the 
sets of Manyamahajana 
gaiee being shot in Canna- 
nore. North Kerala. Those 
who witnessed the drama 
include Prem Nazir, whose 
slow reflexes could not 
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MADRAS: Three policemen, who felt 
(hat four jail birds in hand were worth 
two in a bus have been placed under 
suspension. The three cups, stiached 
to *he Armed Reserve, were escorting 
six remand prisoners tu the Central 
Jail from the metropolitan magistrate 
court, Egmore. But two of them gave 
(he slip and hoarded a fa>t movine 
bus. The policemen decided to hold vn 
to (he remaining four. Now, other 
policemen are in search of the missing 
two—ind/an Express Chekraborry, 
Calcutta) 

MACKILIPATNAM: Heard of the her 
bivorous cow turning carnivorous? 
This historic town can boast nf such 
'‘non*vegetarian cows'* roaming about 
in the local fish market and snatching 
awav fish and meat. Another peculiar 
feature is that these cows refuse to eat 
grass or bran water. Unless they are 
fed with fish and other items, they 
refuse to yield milk. They don't even 
allow (heir owners to approach them 
for milking — Indian Express 
(V.R.N.Naidu. Hyderabad) 

NEW DELHI: The elections have 
caused an acute shortage of coins. The 
lighter rupee coin has made suppor¬ 
ters of various parties a nervous lot 
because t!iey have to arrange for quite 
a lot of these to weigh their favourite 
leaders. Still, many leaders are being 
weighed against coins, a popular ritual 
during electioneering. Mr Madan Lai 
Khurana. the BJP nominee from the 
Sadar parliamentary constituency, 
was taken by surprise when residents 
of Madan Park handed him currency 
notes of about Rs 10,600. Mr Khurana 
was, however, weighed with ordinary 
Cist iron weights end 2.SOO one*rupee 


VARIETY 


coins—indran £xpreas(A.V.Ramamur- 
(hy. New Delhi) 

ITANAGARr The highly prised 
mirhuns, a semi'domesticat^ species 
resembling buUs, are being slaught* 
ered in droves in Arunachal Pradesh 
as part of the poll campaign by candi* 
dates to provide feats to woo the 
electorate. The animals are not only 
held for sacrifice during reiigiuus fes¬ 
tivals. but their possession determines 
status. An affluent candidete has 
already killed 200 of the beasts for 
holding community feasts in his constU 
luency. Mithuns cost about Rs 4.000 
each—The/frndti(C.S,N Murthy, Bang 
alore) 

CHIKMAOALL'R; After fake currency 
notes and certificates, tricksters 
appear to have turned to (he fourth 
estate 10 come out with a fake news¬ 
paper. According to a complaint 
lodged by Mr H. V. Ramappa, the 
editor of a Kannada fortnightly, Kadur 
Fatnke. published from Kadur town 
near here, the latest issue of his news* 
paper was a fake. He said it was 
scheduled to be published on 9 Decem¬ 
ber but was surprised to find the 
fortnightly already m the readers' 
handwDeccan Heretd (R M PilUi, 
Chikmagalur) 

THAN.IAVUR: With the airstrip in 
this town blocked by the overflowing 
bumper kuruvai crop of paddy, the 
auihunties recently chopped down 
scores of fully grovm trees and de* 
molished a compound wall between a 
women's college c«impus and a govern¬ 
ment office heie to prepare a helipad, 
on account of the propo<ed visit to the 
area by the Prime Minister. Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi. Over 20 tamarind and mango 
trees which were aboui 40 years old 
were cut down during the past two 
days on (he Thanjavur Women’s Art 
College campus in record time. About 
100 metres of the compound wall 
separating the college campus and the 
revenue divisional office were also 
demolished—The Hindu (S. Murvli 
Knshnan, Tanjore) 

GUWAHATI: Believe it or not, in a 
government school in Nagaon town a 
student who later became a teacher 
retired from service even before his 
teacher did. In fact, the teicber under 
question vrho later became the bead* 
mistress of the school will retire only 
in 1969. As per records of her age she 
must have passed her matriculation at 
the age of eight and this position 
seems to have been icceptod by the 
education department — The Assam 
Tribune (Gauri Prasad Sarma Besbar- 
ah, Cuw^ti) 


Without Comment 

1 stopped flogging them {the 
opposition). Once they are dead, 
it is no use flogging them—Rajiv 
Gandhi * 

The only experience he (Rajiv 
Gandhi) has is of flying and he is 
indulging in kite flying in poli¬ 
tics—Morarjj Desai, quoted in 
The Tefegraph 

There is nothing like genuine 
non-alignment. Truth is truth, 
(here is no genuine or non- 

S onuine truih—H.N. Bahuguna in 
Inr 

The Arun Singhs and the Arun 
Nehriis «ln not know the differ¬ 
ence between Mahatma Gandhi 
and Juwaharlal Nehru, or, for that 
mutter, between socialism and 
capitalism—Jay Du bash! in Orga- 
nhei 

Some people say we are pro-West 
and s<»me people soy w« are pro* 
East. Somebody may say you are 
Ix:fi, some say yuu are Right. 
Basirully, we are pro-Indian— 
Arun Nehru in Link 



I am what I am. Kindly don't 
compare me with Indira Gandhi— 
Ramakrishna Kegde, Karnataka 
CM. when newsmen asked him 
whether he was the Indira Gandhi 
of Karnataka, quoted in The 
Hindu 

The presidential system is no suo- 
sTitute for national character, li 
does not offer any altwnative to 
vision, knowledge and moral stan¬ 
dards in political life—Nani Pal- 
khivala, eminent constitutional 
lawyer, in Cencleman 

If the world felt especially close 
to Bhopal.. It may be because the 
world is Bhopal, a plire where the 
occupational haurd U modarn 
Ufa—Roger Rosenblatt in Time 
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mt OS A^U-14 Mtv) A 

*«Mk e( mjxM <on^f9 If 
you 8ro ifl lave, avo'd argu 
fnenrs wMh your beloved 
rrunor lids rr^ev 10 an 
eetrariged relationship On the hnaocsal 
from, you wi[l incur heavy loseee 
Buaineesmen should check cocumenis 
meiicuiouely before signing them Avo*d 
speculative ventures and gambimg 
However, a Iriendship which will blossorn 
this week will be of immense help to you 
Qeed Mei: 30. 3t and t 
Uicltv atfflben; 3 4 and 6 
FtvMrable eiretMea: Scuih*weii 


m 


TAU8US ns M«f^14 twH) 

This iS an extremely krcky 
week tor businessmen and 
proles8ior>al$ Artists and 
aponsmen too w;ii gam rare 
recognition during this phase Lovers will 
also fine ihia period favourable this is the 
right lime to eaecuia marriage plans Or* 
the domeallc iroitl, your chitdren wik do 
extremely well m rheir examinaiions 
However, youi econoniic prospects ioca 
bleak this week 3vo*d extravagance 
6oe0 datfi: 2. 3 mo a 
Lsetv iwnsirtt t. 2 and 3 
Faesurable directlsa: North 


GEMINI (IS Jetttwta Mv) a 
j week of heciic social aciiwiy 
jv \ lies ahead of you An uneN. 
r V pected visilor is likely to wsrt 

you during the weekend 
Professionals and bu&neasmen win make 
ateidy headway ai home, an eloeriy 
member ol your family may faU *ll F'nan* 
Cisliy. this IS not a bright oenod avOKi 
gambling. Those above ihe age of 4Q 
should keep a sharp evo on iheir heahh 
avoid spicy food 
Boo« balti: i, 2 and 3 
Lj^ HmMn: 3. S and 9 
PaeMrabis direeitoe: East 




CANCER (IS July—14 AugvH) 
The s^ars foiieii a lucky week 
for ell of you For those m 
business, this is the nghi 
lime to go ahead with r>ew 
deals and contracts. Pfotessionais. a 
promotion is m the offirtg. some of you may 
even be posted to a place of your kkmg On 
Ihe firtancial front, you may gam money 
through unexpected sources the dorries* 
He Ironi Will remain peaceful This is also a 

K rjO hme for love and marriage 
M Mat; 2. 4 and 5 
UcNl aambarr 4. 6 and 7 
fi mtnkit tftraaMe: Nonh weci 


LEO (IS AaiH 14 taptMi- 

barf The prospects ol 
np^ /« businessman and profes* 
aBA ^ sionais look bright tfHs week 
opponumhes win come 
(her wav Lovers, ihis t$ the oppoduna 
lime to get married ^or those of you who 
are siiii smgie, a member ol the oppoarie 
sex will be ven« helplul to you On the 
tkAancial tronl. you may incur losses >1 you 
gamble or indulge m specuWive vaniures 
The home hord will be demanding 
Goad iatai 30 1 and 3 
LHdnr aemaafs; S. 7 «)d S 
Pavserabit sitveliM: West 

VIRGO (IS Saptambar—14 

Oeiabsrf Siudenis are 
(py j *1 advised 10 be more senous 
^ Hboui iheir siud*es Proles* 
^ f\ \ sionais. espeei^ those m 
government serv*e«. shouio be cereiui 
while dealing wnh iheir superiors Howev* 
er, this IS a guoa period fo* businessmen 
Lovers too vnH rind 1he«r parenls extremely 
compromising too wtl be able lo Over* 
come rnost of your emotiorw probterris 
this week Your health will also invrove 
Cee« dates: 3f 2 sno a 
Lady mimMrs 2 b ertd G 
Favoerebti airecNen' 5ouih 


a lllRA (IS Osieber—14 
HevemSar) This >$ a week of 
mixed ton lines However, on 
(hr* pro'edionw front, be 
prepared ter setbacks Some 
ni you rnay come m lor severe cnlic«m 
from your emptoyetS *1 you do not devote 
youtse*! to your work Gusmessmen 
should be wxry of deception However, 
itiis IS a good week (or Kive and marnage 
r>egoiiabons Ties rs also a tavourabte 
pitase tor VuOents 
ISeoa dates. 2 3 ar>d 4 
Leshy nembers: 7 8 and 9 
Fevwreble dlricOee: North 


a SCORPIO (1$ Nevemer—U 
Oesember) Success m aH 
your ventures is a certainty 
kx most of you this week 
Push your eflons to •!>« 
uirT>os! anc do not waste bme on sodaks* 
irtg Businessmen wil get opportunities to 
expand then busmess wtne a promobon is 
m sloce >or prolessionals On the econormr 
troni. you itiay gam mortey through an 
unexpected source Lovers can go ahead 
wi'h marriage pfans 
Good 4iMt: 31. 1 and S 
LKfcy wmbM; 2. G and 6 
FaveenM AkfCtMi: South-east 




AAGrTARIUS (IS Gecembtr-*- 

14 Jintyf This IS a good 
week for businessmen* do 
noi sQuandor away opportu¬ 
nities ihai come your way 
For lovers. Ihe period is equeliy favourable. 
However piospeds look bleak for profes¬ 
sionals be dipiomaiic while dealing with 
your colleagues Financiaily, you ate m for 
a bad phase you will have to borrow 
mortey to tide over this period The health 
of yOur Children will add lo your wornes. 
Gead ants: 30. 3 and S 
Lucky ■ e wbars; i. 4 and $ 

Faeevratli bireetleii' Souih-vresi 

F CAPRICORN (18 Unatff^U 

Febnaiyf This week aervice- 
man may come m for severe 
criiicism from their em- 
ployera e-ercisa restraint m 
dealing with such e B^tuetion. Try and avoid 
legal problems during this phMe. Bui 
Oociors end poiiticiana will find ihis penod 
favourable. At home, your children will do 
well in Iheir examinations. Some of you 
may mhefn properly bui do not be axtrava- 

S ni Keep a aharp eye on your heAlin. 

e« bales; i. 4 and S 
tacky twfflkan: 2. 3 and 6 
Favearafele bIracHan* North-west 

AQUARIUS (18 Feknanf—14 
.Msrekf For ihosa m love and 
intending lo gel married, this 
IS Ihe right lime to do so. 

_ Those connected with the 

arts are likely lo find the phase tivourable. 
On Ihe domestic from your children will 
come out With liymg colours iri competi¬ 
tions On Ihe professional tront you may 
face opposition from your colleagues A 
Close Inend is iikety to 'et you down. Your 
health tod wili worry you. 

Geed bales: 30. i ano S 
Lacfcy eetnbati: 1. 2 and S 
Faveariklf birtdiaa: East 



PISCE8 (18 Mar6k-14 AgUff it 
you are unemployed, there 
are chances ihat you will fmd 
a rob this week Those em¬ 
ptied will gel better oppor- 
(u^iitiee. Busnessmen, however, should 
be wary of decepiion Lovers sNouid re¬ 
frain from taking hasty decisions. At home, 
your children will be dernandmg. bui deal 
w«th them tKIfufiy. The heallh of tr\ elderly 
member ol your family will cause concern 
A letter will bring g'>rii) hdings. 

aaaa laias: 2. 4 and 5 
Lesky imibetr. 4, 7 and 8 
FkvewMle bUectlea: West 


Ftr OMM kere M ft* 1M. 3ad « M «f «| nm: 

Moat of YOU Are bom leaden You wiR do well if you lompoWc* or take up fhe legal profeteion. You nave a charming peraonahty and 
your Dowar of oriKiry «ramarUMa . Your OerievoleAl rwiire wR maka you populir. Moat of you are extravagant but a vrord ol 

idYtee do iw aouender away money. Females bem dunng M period art emmefy good-leoking whicb at limei wilt make you 

proud. Moel women bom durtng the penod are emoboiial by rwture 




MONTHLY LOTTERY 


1 • I 1 


H * 1 

1 1 ] ^ 4 . 


LIl 


III 

^ 1 ! »T^ 


















<fl 


First Prize — (1) Rs. b.OO.OOO/- 

2nd Prize ~ (5) Rs. 50.000/- each 

One in each series 
3rd Prize •> (60) Rs. 10.000/- each 
One in every 50,000 ti^ets in each series 

4th Prize — (30) Rs. 1.000/- each 

Orte in every 1,00.000 tickets in each series 
6th Prize — (300) Rs. 500/- each 

One in every 10.000 tickets 
6th Prize — (3.000) Rs. 50/- each 

One in every 1,000 tickeu 
7th Prize — (3,000) Rs. 20/- each 

One in every 1,000 tickets 
8th Prize — (30,000) Rs. 10/- each 

One in every 100 tickets 
Attractive Commission and many other Prizes 
(Elonus) for Agents & Sellers. 









• 

WEST BENGAL STATE LOTTERY 

69 Cartes^ Chandra Aveooe Caicftta- 7000^3 




OUR AUTHORISED STOCKISTS :• (1) Agrani Cntarpfisas, 4/1. BfMbanatlt 5«n Street. Calcutta‘4. 

(2} A. Karmakar. 10. Armenian Street. CalcutU-1. (3) Oltar Ag^. 27. Mahatma Gandhi Road. Calcutta*9. 

{4)P K. Pal. 13/3. Dr. OeOendra Mukherjee Row. Catoitta'9. (S) Maa Tara DiatributOTS. Btdhan Martlet. Siligun. 
(6) Nirala. N. S. B. Road. P.O. Ranigunge. Dist; Biirdwan. (7) $. Kundv. 12B, Ksrani Baor. Bankun. 
Agwt^^tt^n msy contBct tny of thtm Stoektn for tfckoio. in. dmv on 11.1.8S 








VARIETY 


Whit*: SpaaiFnao, Black. Kudrin. Quaan’a 
Indian Dafanca Maaiinga >M4. 

1 N-KBS y B-aB4 H~*99 

4 dwRj 

» P-04 PaP • PbP 

7 B-MB B-K2 B B-^ 

t P«KB4I^ 

An adi>an<uroua Ida* m a daaaieal Quaan'a 
Indian poaiiion Ra9a'dl*a* af Ita obfacN^a 
matii. »i cadalMv petaa Black *ljneom. 
fonabi* pfoblama al a mcmant wAian hi» it 
laaat liWy ro aidaet men* 

B . . . N-K1 

Undaraiandabv na«vev« df B P'04 

Inotmail 10 B«N BaB 11 BaP* KbB 12 
NS« ihiMigh ri a unelaar how VMOta win 
eentinua anaF 12 K* R3. 

10 P-QB1«i-RB 11 MB P-KRB 

4n (loty nvava. but mavba noi ao bad 
12 R-01 M-B4 13 B-N1 PaB 

Much iriTMiaad. Oui unfaMy ao Black muai 
lakv aoma aeiiori baloce hia kntflhi la 
awiciad Or P*ON4, 

14 PaP Of40 BAM 
A taacwannu posnlon How doaa Black 
fan* oK iha tfiraata on iha KR fUal 14 . . 
P-N3 ra«i« cuiaH lo 1B Q- KB N W2 1B 0 
-R2 • tie. but ha haa othar oobont. 

14 . . BaNP? 

Th# wteno On* Hii chanc* lav m J* . •. P 
B4' laadmg lo fnaaaHa cpnislcauena 


CuhlSS 


KuAin (Blodi) to movo 



S paoimBfi (Wtiiiol 


aha* 1B H VS BaNP IB PaP R BS liW 1B 
.., NaP 17 RfOPI 17 PaP H*B2 117 M 
^3 19 RaBi R«R IB B-RB*U nIhcP I 
wouh* oralar not to avalvaia 
IB'B-BT* K-B1 IB Nat QaN 
17 B-02* K>N1 

BiKk iruiU that lhara lo no meia iPon 


BkllXil; 


p«»waiuai chack bwl hi* hopna ata ill 
lounitofl Whit* only ha* to dnv* Ih* black 
aua«n off Iha QB1-KR9 diagonal to forea 
mata thua 

19 luBBi MB IB P>llN3 O-BS 

20 B-B7* lUAl 21 B>4a9i IRaainna. 
It «a mata n 3 att*r 2 t . K -fyi 32 R- 
R6« ' 

Thia year a Haatinga Pr*m«*r aaw aoin* 
apltndKl padormane** bv Iha hema 
piaywa. m oaiucula* that of Andraw W anln, 
who complaiad hd guaUhcfHon* for tha 
wtamationai macta* litla with dtaarming 
aata £van o the abaanca of iht Sovlat 
RuiatMiia. wAw prefarrad not id compata w> 
m* piaaanaa of tha *B*6oviat Riiaadna 
{ACwit. Kuckm, Ivanov and GwaviChl. Iht 
lOwrnamani waa amoV al'ong. aa can b* 
avidancad bv iha faei that iha bottom four 
Olacvi watt ad Snally eceuptao by 
grandmaviara who leaiutad vary pro- 
ihBvanrlv In iha lait Imarronai (Owmatnanta. 

From tha many Rna gamaa playad it ii 
<btt<wR to Mlaci juat ana. but tha fodow* 
wg, which was awardad tha brilllanev priia, 
ahowa Soaalman ai h>a moat OaHigarani 
Without knowing tha nimat el Iha cMavara 
one could aaady attnbuta auch a gam* in 
Afakiwia 

MiCHAfrL STEAN 


Somahow ooa can ahvayt ba cawgN by 
ihoaa handa what* a avh haa to bo DMyod 
in an gnuaual wav. Thta ena dacofvod a 
airong playtr 


Oaaiar South Ldvaall 

* 742 
Q J 199 
♦ KJBB 
40 19 

* 63 fi 

AB92 Mf B 

♦ 41099 ” a * 

4764 ” 

» K J9 
B3 

♦ 073 
4 AK.7B2 


A0109B 


4 AOI 
#K74 
442 
4 993 


South ptryad io 3NT aRar Caat hod 
ovartaiiod m apadoa. Waot’a load of tha 9 
of apodal ran to tha tack and at irek turn 


South lad a low diamoAd. Waai pH ad a 
afcBhdv docopilv* B, Iha lack won. end a 
♦amond woa ratumad. JudBing tha 
aduatien wall. Waat did not play tha 
««aciad ipoda but aatiMiahad a aacond 
inct in diamenda. which Bdv* ttio datanea 
two dlamondi. two haaha and a apada, 

R II a iflka odd that Iha «uaan of 
♦amenda hom rwnd at tnck two ia aafa 
■gainat any dafanca. 



Hugh Kotaav*! Maat ^ callod Taat Vow 
Mah May (GoUana. OSO} R « frllad aa 
a eofttinuoua match, but thia >a luai by* 
play- 


Woot 

* AS 

#ARB|762 

♦ 7 

4096 



Watt plavi in Pour Haarta and Noah 
bogma, m affact wRh iwo top dlamonda. 
Trump* break 2*2 What rioKlT To maM 
sura you hava a chanea for both finalaai, 
you mud run tha B of duba. if you load iha 
quoan first R may ba aiiowad to hold, and 
your chancaa art raducad. 

A now book that I hava wrJttan >n 
p*anarsh« with Roger Trkwi. Tha JA^ 
taka* Vow Maka At BrWga, {Qollanu 
C7.B6. TABS paparbacki, la dmdad. Nka 
Saul, into ihroa parta. Tha Word Mldakaa. 
Tha Commonad Midakaa. and Mldakaa 
Thai May Be forglvah 

TERENCe ntESE 


t 

I 

QUESTIONS 

1 Whpl do QrdgOfV. Pius. Leo. Barwdid 
ano John Paul have hi comrnon'’ 

2 The Punic Wars were fought Derwoen 
i wh^h two great powers between 294 

BC and 146 BC.T 

3 Wnat IS the uiia given to someone who 
has learnt the Xpran by hearth 

4 Tne /Vufcracfrer Surra. Swan take and 
The 5/eapm^ deaury are ballets wmien 
by which wBil'khowh composer? 

6 WhBi was the rehgion of ihe Cedic 
peoples ol BniBih and Gaul (Bheiani 
Prance)? 

9. ThB Adabc Lion is foi/nd m only one 

•Meil%W ewena*- 


Qv\y, 

I wtUbre sanduary m India Wivich one*^ 

7 The Bessemei Process is used m the . 
manulactura of which «r>dustnal product'’ ; 

8 Whal IS the study of plant and ananai ' 

iissues calledT ' 

9 Whal s ihe warm and dusi laden 
«oumerty wmd whch ociQKWRes m the 
Sahara Desert and CMws across Souih 
em Europe uaHedT 

10. Name I7>e irdectious disease kncwii i 
as ‘jaK (ever~ wfuen « earned ('em one 
person to another by l><je. 
ti. ThB treBtiBS of Purandhar ai i?79 
and Sa^ m ^762 anded which wara? 

12. Whal IS amoeigns'’ 


*s»uini>eO |o ainioeinueuf eui ui oesn 
Aiepun SI It ateuM ui>dds ^^\ jo seuiisaiui 
ai^i ui peorvoid eouetsqris y 

ttSuuS 

aui pue seuiejew BUI uaaMidQ sjeM II 

*nuflAi ov 

oooojis eui 6 
^lOlSlK '$ 
teeis uaioopojd aui i 
lejbln^ w isejOj Jic) dux 9 
UiSipiruQ 9 
Arsaorihuoi uOiAji jeie^ > 
2U9H V t 
Bbeufjeo pue auio^ z 
sadod |9 SBkuSu ns Bie Aaux i 

$B3M$NV j 

- - - 




Th« name of e famous person can b« spelt nut in the 
maze above by proceeding from the start and moving on 
to any adjacent letters withnut backtracking. The clues 
given below may help; 

1 The colour of his favourite flower is a part of his name. 
2. Two women very closely related tu him were a> 
welhknuwn. intemationaUy, as him. 

2, \ university has been named after him 
4. He died in 1964. 


5. He was a freedom fighter for India and a close 
associate of Oandhiji. 

Give yourself points according to the chart; 


Wiihoutany kluefwirhina minuiet 

30 

Without any clue < longer than a minute i 

26—29 

With first clue 

21—2S 

With second clue 

10—20 

With third clui* 

11—IS 

With fourth clue 

6—10 

With fifth clue 

1—5 


How long does M lake you to count the number of 
kennels for this dog? 


Shape Sleuth 


Biankagrams 

Limber up your vocabulary! Find a single word which 
is a synonym for both the words against each number. 
One word has beer done for you. 

1. CLOTH BIRD DUCK 

2. BEAK NOTE — 

3. SKIN CONCEAL — 

4. DRAMA SPORT — 

5. PARMER POTHOLDERS — 

6. INSECT FISHHOOK — 

7. HILL HORSE — 

8. MARK ARACHNID — 

9. UNTIL CULTIVATE — 

10. BOW DRAW — 


In t his i 1 lust ration, t he large tr tangle is made up of five 
smaller triangles each one of which is similar to the large 
triangle (i.e. all the triangles have an^ej of the same 
size). Can you find another triangle which can be made 
up nf five smaller triangles, each one similar to it? 


Quizzbizz 

Which of the following applies to light? 

a) It always travels in straight lines. 

b) It cannot travel through solids. 

c) lt can travel in vacuum 

diU can travel at infinite speed. 


What’s in a Word 

There extars in English language a common, everyday, 
fivedeiier word, the proounciitioB of which it not 
changed by removing four of the five Jettera. Which 
word la it? 


jmwuai 


Personality Plus 


TEASERS 


G Y S HA MLD 0 U DE J A AN D CH AMPAK B ASU 


Quickthink 
















TEASERS 

Mindbender 

Think Again! 


1 ©, 

'’l L 

dOd B « 


DOO 


if ©r 

g 


I 

J 


A fijy is sv( \vr a birthdiiv p^rty with which are lo 
l>e shami herween six childien. equally. Can yuu divide 
the truy surface into six eqiiul and iOeritKal sections so 
rhut e^ich child receives the same ftifts? 


Shape Sleuth 



tn this illusiretion. in which box is a Heart placed to 
(he ^(ftht of a Club« to (he left of a Sptide« above a 
Diamond and below a Spade? 


Sharpen Your Wits 



Here 1 $ a trick which can match Shakuntala Devi’s 
vnis! Tu square a two digit number, e.ft. mstamly. 
vrork like this: 

Add I lotbeien’sdigit. i.e. 8+ 1 • 9 
MuittpWd and 9; i.e. 8X 9 « 72 
Attach 2S(o 72; i.e. 722S. 

Niiw. 85'X 722S- 

Similarly. the square of 55 will be **(9 X 4) 2S" or 1225; 
square of 105 will be *(10 X 111 25" or 1102S. 

This trick works only when the unit dipit is 5. 


Three pieces out of these six fit together to form a 
square. Can you figure out mentally which three these 
are? 


Wordpower 


These nine letters spell e word: 

MMl 

USE 

H B P 

Find this word, and make as many kangaroo words as 
you can out of these nine letters, e g. mime, pit, me, etc. 
A score of 20 words is excellent, in this case. 


Solutions to last week’s 
Teasers: 

Wiuharpenei: 

Aoju. Beene ar.d Cathy 
went to the Tower of Lon* 
don. the Tate Gallery and 
to the play, but did nor 
visit Madame Tussaud’s. 
MenkagraBis: 

Birds of ft feather flock 
together; curiosity killed 
the cat; don't count your 
chiclUns before they are 
hatched; too many cooks 
spoil the broth; silence is 
golden; familiarity breeds 
contempt; penny wise 
pound foolish; look before 
you leap. 


Figure it Out: 
a) The Pelican (b) The Pui> 
fin (clThe Penguin. They 
are found on the covers of 
books published under the 
Penguin Books banner. 
Missing Link: 
i) 126 ii) 11 
Personality Plus: 

ALBERT EINSTKEN 
Mind Bender: 


IX \VII VI 
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CLEA£ ANO 
^ $WNV! . 




OKOMO 


o^lo 


•MMO 




-* -j- - 








7M£<(£ Am* 
Ql«$TiON5 







ATTCwnON, 

6V6«V0OPV! 





T*,iT W6A»<« rouw A»*^ 

BACk POUINAHP BACK. 

'sT6M TiMg$.., 





I'l'iisjirnfv 
V'VSV'il 
I {(ink 

V\MV 


You cannot survive 
on hopes alone 



You need 
money 

when you retire. 


pmkM !#• M mer* 
PW*W« trrow9ri ^ pm*W0WA 
OFBOSft soeue 100 « rrwnth 
WWnt for i?Q monff n 
on ivw * oirm«o«n( i^oonv 
fwnoofti 19740 or »i 71,77240 
•n Wnpwr*» M h«t0 vw kMS • 
IVOpv w««a Vo* 

M« heireur Ovompan 0 «ooM 

krwof ««rn veil 




Mench«(« irfU*)CM"«l 


umm 

MOBOOO 


i»roe 

»14C 

mio 


ji.moe 

ilM4R 


Oor aeutf coroet vottr noorm branct> 


_ toqethar 

niE VYSYA BANK LTD 

ftgOCfl Awnut Road girgMre • MD 002. 

AdnwO* 72.81 Marks Rood Binoeort fiOOOOl 

CMAMIAN;RMMflOMI 



















COMICS 


Mttizr 


THE GLADIATOR by goscinny and underzo 




Puaranuce. 




* 






|,A>> . 


mt *3MC ^b4k. ? 

THiA TCb «HAkW I 
Mno in o* >«vt 
LMM4ICM kfr 
«Mu^ Am 9 I tiiu OtAk 
ISO* ThUis. JMt TIM. 




^aUTS? 


A ^ 


jTritt ^uoa ecv<Lj aixnk; 


h' '.t* 

' Ml'-it • _. 








:ik-V5 




vttf.&rrMa 

I «ur i:* 
»9r? 


-J<l 


l\'}'\ 










•» 


•/I 




* >■ 




■-'I 


' I . 


^/-ar s 




'. • ".‘. ?-;-• ‘»*Hi 


/♦ 


sv 


yf^lM 


-> ^ 


U>**(b» 0 / < MNT ^ 

rite <AlAfci<i 11 iMNr 

TJ ^ <RArT»l TNM TM» 
44ilA MTH TCUt WlfiMtM/ 


'/> 


’Ci 


!•/ 
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DELHI DIARY 



Or F. C. Abua^rr irtthti 


Principal 

Posting 

P resuming that Rajiv 
Gandhi wiU be the 
Prime Minister after the 
polls, who could be the 
new principal secretary to 
the PM? The term of Dr 
P.C. Alexander is to expire 
soon. An extension is un* 
likely Finance secretary 
Pratap Krishna Kaul could 
be the next man. He has 
been the defence secret* 
ary and commerce secret¬ 
ary earlier and has held 
top posts hke the chief 
controller of imports and 

Unreported 

O n 13 Juna, one of the 
personal security 
gua rris of a union cabi net 
minister disappeared from 
duty No one in the sacur* 
ity hierarchy took note of 
the sudden disappearance 
of Manjit Singh Jilbera, 
the guard of Jagannath 
Kaushal, the law minister. 
On Che face of it, Kaushal. 
who had won the last Lok 
Sabha polls from Chandt* 
garh. should have been on 
the top^curity list after 
Operation Blues tar in the 
first vreak of June. The 


exports previously. The 
eppointtnent of a Kashmiri 
Pandit may raise some 
eyebrows, but opinion in 
the bureaucracy is that 
Kaul would be the fittest 


next time the authorities 
heard of Jilbera was when 
the Indian Airlines Airbus 
on a Srinagar*Dalhi fUght 
was bijickM and taken to 
Lahore on S July. The 
name of U.S. Jalbera in 
the hijackers* list sat off 
the alarm. Enquiries re¬ 
vealed that It was none 
other than the missing 
bodyguard. But this report 
was'suppressed. No one in* 
formed the Prime Minister 
or the members of the 
cabinet committee on poli¬ 
tical affairs about this ma¬ 
jor daveloiRneot. It is said 
that Mrs Gandhi had 


person for the pust. He has 
the reputation of being an 
upright officer. One 
reason > why KauTs 
appointment may be 
hailed by the lAS lobby is 


learnt about this incident 
sometime in late August 
and had soon afterwards 
changed the home minis* 
ter, P.C. Sethi. One won¬ 
ders how many such re* 
ports are there in the 
security cupboards. Soon 
after the Jalbera inadent, 
a scrutiny of the minisce* 
rial bodyguards should 
have taken place. But in 
this country, leave alone 
ministers, even the Prime 
Minister's security was 
treerod Uke a farce. The 
cost of ignoring th^ Jal* 
bera incident is being 
borne by the nation today. 


that Dr Alexander has, of 
lata, been reputed to be at 
loggerheads with senior 
secretaries. Recently, 
even (he foreign service 
had him on the wrong side. 

The foreign secretary de 
signate, Romesh Bhandari, 
had a haated argument 
with Dr Alexander on the 
eve of tha Iranian foreign 
minister Vilayari's visit to 
Delhi. Bhandari. who hod 
been the aide to a stalwon 
like V.R. Krishna Menon 
rn his younger days, 
squarely told Dr Alexan¬ 
der to let the foreign ser¬ 
vice run the external 
affairs minisuy. 


Police to Policy 

T he appointment of 
R.N. Kao as the mem¬ 
ber of the external affairs 
minisi^'s policy planning 
committee has surprised 
many Only recently Kao, 
the doyan of Indian intelli¬ 
gence. had bid goodbye to 
service by resigning from 
the post of senior adviser 
to the cabinet secretariet. 
His presence in the com¬ 
mittee is likely to be re¬ 
sented most by none other 
than the chairman, G. 
Parthasarathy. 


Vijay, Not Victory 


V ijay Shankar Tripathi. 

the bureaucrat- 
turnad'politicii aide in the 
Prime Minister's office, is 
not a victorious man these 
days. He was being tipped 
for a Lok Sabha ticket in¬ 
itially. That did not come 
about. With the appoint¬ 
ment of Arun Sin^ as the 
parliamentary secretary to 
the PM (who never faced 
Parliament in 1984). Tri- 
pathi was deprived of the 
prestigious room in the 
South Block, adjacent to 
the Prime Minister's 
office The room beside 
the PM's IS occupied by 
the special assistant, R.K 
Dhiwan. The room next t(> 


the PM's was Tripatbi's till 
Arun Singh moved in. 
Now, Tripathi sits in a 
much smalJer roMn, which 
till recently was occupied 
by a deputy secretary, K.L 
Dang. (At the time of quil¬ 
ting the lAS in I9B3» W- 
pathi was a joint secret¬ 
ary; the post of "Adviser* 
is equivalent to that of an 
additional secretary.) Not 

only this, «v«a in his d^ 

sigoation Tripathi has 
been demoted. In Mrs 
Gandhi’s regime, he was 
the pohiical adviser. Now 
he is the personal admer 
in the PM’s office. Politics 
in any cast is personality- 
oriented, isn't it? 


Computer Deductions 

^Phe control room set up paigo may not become 


bn 24 Akbar Road, which 
is monitoring the state- 
wise party reports, is man¬ 
ned by retired military 
personnel. These formerly 
uniformed gentlemen are 
good at taking orders and 
passing on information un¬ 
tainted by political 
thought. There is an array 
of t^ephonec at their com¬ 
mand and these receive 
reports from sute capitals 
round-the<lo€k. By tha 
time these lines appear in 
print, election results 
should Stan coming in. A 
joke which went round the 
cepiial during the cam- 


stale by then. According to 
the grapevine, the reporu 
of the control room vrere 
fed into a computer. The 
Congressd) is contesting 
494 seats (the rest have 
been left for parties like 
the AlADMK and other 
allies) out of (he total of 
51S at stake. Based on the 
control room data, the 
computer said that the tot¬ 
al seats to be won by the 
Congressd) would be 494 
minus 74. If you know your 
erithmetic you can calcu¬ 
late the computer results 
yourself. 



74 
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The New Wave Government 
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any Op 


support 


wiBnotbe 
is tremendous 
ongress(I).’ 


—Rajiv Q 


alcutta. 17 December 1984 























Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 

Regular i^ruahing with Colgate 
gives your family clean, fresh breath,strong healthy teeth. 

That's the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 

Thts is how Colgare's trusted formula 
works for you every rime you brush 


Bacteria grow in food particles 
1 7 T I trapped between teeth, causing 
^ ^ ^ ^ bad breath arrd tooth decay. 

f Ccigate s unique active foam 
^ I reaches deep to remove 
y oj odour'Causir>g lood panicles 
ASj ar>Odecay*causingbactena 


Regular brushing with Cofgare 
gives you cleai>. fresh breath 
and strong, healthy teeth. 


Make sure your family brushes with 
Colgate after every meal. 

Stop bad breath, tight tooth decay. 
Give them the Cokrate Rmo of Conf 



iverymeal. . 

yoer'a &ve. ikfmk IttOeA 


OKS 










Why be a wall flower 
When you can pick exotic combinations 





Wdlli 9t9 impoftant But nol enou^ lo ovcrihadow ymr 
fumnura You wouldn't pamt your kinMure to bland miS your 
wialb. So ud'v do H your hrihrcr.m ^ 

By mer'si/i^ tha colour o( your s«ntkar^are wiih rh« rdour of 
your balbroom wife, you ara Hadmg Ihav baauly and 49t»al 
Now you KAsf« octipn oi uun^ Mfularywara that contTatl& 
bMUlVully wilK your wab Cera - aamUvywara (hat anows or 30 
marv«Dou9 shad««. lo 9 *ve ymr bathroom endbs nwndblcwians 
cotr^iirtaiions 



Madhusudan Ceramics 

'Ankur 0uiAn^ 

Naar Dinb» Tower 
Ma«^w Road 
AIvnMbb^ 3M 001 








-\TU)iiu>r Bciypiper c allt*d for. 
don’t voii think ? 
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BAGPIPER 






JiAOni'l H 

All lh(* makings of a groai ( clebration 
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“Sweetex helps me 
stay slim. It sabres me 
2600 calories a week... 
vrithout actually fasting.” 

Any 60001 will Mil you.^wweight is 
mostly duS to worsting. And thus excess 
ceibrie triUke Reme<Mrthrs simple 
lomiuls. Sa ops ot tea a day eouals 
twelve teaspoons of sugar. That’s 
384 calories daily.* If you cut oul 
sugar m lea and coffee alone, you can 
save up to 2600 calones a week 
without actually fasting. 

Reptece sugar with Sweelex Invisibly. 
Effortlessly, a doesn’t give you Keener^ to 
gof^e. ft isn’t a magic formula Bulithoi^ 
youtocutoutcalodes hlends 
support to your calone controlled diet. And 
helps you control your weight. 

(' Or>e rounded teaspoor^ of sugar - 3? calones) 


m . 


Sweetex 

SUGAR FREE SWEETENER 






Dateline/ M.J. Akbar 


N^w Delhi: T'Ihtc tN iKiihini; so 
cl«soKiie ,is the home of d dcU'dled 

imliociun THe Ctimpumn htiNile is 

repliiced hv jii eerie despaii, ihe 
|H>sK‘is moL'k from the wjlis. when 
llliisionN shsiifer thev never nuke 
inuih iinis< The only sntmd ihul une 
inriiht hear from dosed doors is ihe 
mumble of excust*s the people mU* 
understood, i ho medu distorted, sup* 
pollers took victory tor Krunted end 
did not torn out lo vote, opponents 
told lies. The band of Invelists, nuw 
suddenly shrunk lo iinn svcophenlic 
levels, relives ihe desccni from 
euphorui sioifideiive lo despair. 
Anecdotes arc exchanged; memory 
prodded ro search for Mime sulece in 
the dehris ot a lo\i iidvriiture. The 
COM ve I set urn has tho touch of wimei 
in it; ihei'c is no liurn»oi to w<iiin the 
he*tii The briiiM and sciaich on iht 
efto iiiav l>c sainoollapediii lioni o) 
the Will Id uhich si J] Inis lo lie lased. 
but heie the auoods are lett iii the 
open At hesi. tinu will heal nnlv 
some of them A fivoeral vlocl nm is 
tmi hie ii milestone in e |Kiliticiun*s 
bfe; he can h<»pv to loritesi. at the 
moM. had a diueii and defeat means 
hnlt ii decade if not mure lost |*oi the 
oppoMiinr the results of ldH4 mean 
thill they will K<i(hrouph ihv laphtivs 
withoui (he susivii.ime of a s|>eM iii 
. oIIhc Siuvival becomes a hard bust 
I to ss in ihc blv.iknesv lit defeat Koih 
I nmnev ami liknds. the two iihisi 
iiKuiisianl |h>ssi'ssioiis in life, lun out 
quickiv. 

lUHO ()| cotiise vi'os much ht'ttei 
Vhc shock of di UMI was pea lei. 
since hoili Ihe Janaia amf the Janata 
Sc c II lai I — I em« >m bei 111 »i r n j me ' 
had convinced 'licinsebss ih.»i iIk*. 

wi'ic *01 I hi* I’loik <'i «* iii^ 

fmit* bs j.ihiot^ o.*'. «i< . 

I'OitU^h inJlv.'.i'iio 'I ih«i« whS '•.q 

peiiin^ ftK iiiom^'iM.. n n.’s’^iJ K.i 
liv (•midUi (and <i is js <o> . kIoi y. no. 
Mis Imliiii Cmidln'si hv^ii lo peak 
very late, in the last week of the 
campaign, but when it did.rook on 
ieviathan proportions. Mothers saw 
Kii.iiv db the son who had to Ik* 
protected after this prval truuedv. 
the ycninit saw him as one ol ilu’in 
and weie deiermiiied to pve him hi.s 
chance. And whn could hlame the 
yiiuiijK since the aJiernatives I hat the 
uppo^Ulon hud to offer were men uf 
the vmtape of Chaudhurv Charan 
Sineh or Bahu Jaejivun Ram. men 
who belong to the past, not the 
future. This is the pruhiem in 19Kb. 
the keats disappeared but hope sur 
vlved; in 14KS limie iim has lukeit a 
wvere beating. In I9N0 the varioua 
segments ot the Janata mixiure went 

MhOAS JmMy’m 


I hen sepnraie wavs m an eftoir to 
separately capture powci hs 
The fthanivj Jan.it.i Pans was the 
most confident ot (he lot then It has 
now been Jvmolishvd As lor 
Chaudhurv f'haran Singh. Iu>|teliill\ 
his ambnums will finally Ik* given j 
burial If unv puriv tan tiaim mhih' 
pretense ol survival il is the Janata, 
but unless the party does somelhiiig 
unexpeciedly dramatic to lesive iis 
tqrtunes it loo noglil end up soon as a 
small fooinoic m hisiorv laiher iliun 
an instituiioii ciealed b.s a miuiiis 
popular move tile nt in the Seventies 
Strong doses ot courage •nid ideology' 
are nt'eded I’hose wh<* have tlictn 
wdl live In fighi unolhs'i das I host' 
who spend then lime oidv waiting lui 
Kaps f landlii to tad wdl loul ili.ii the 
touiiliy hu" jkisH’d ihi'io Iw 

T ku tie«« still s cit suipiisb ot 
tourst* wMs the Plopping ot Mi A 
K A Idiaro Kh.iii Chowilhuiv lioin 
I III* cabiovi It was genei.div knossii 
lhai Mr I'riiiMli MukheiKe’s d.ivs of 
intiuence were ovei. and if I'litnv 
Moiisiei Rajiv l^iiidhi did keep him 
It would he a I tl;t expcoist* of .1 
diinoiom hoi Mr Chowdhuiv was 
V s IM *11 ed. at 111 li is ini pr essive v u 101 


The momentum 
towards Rajiv Gandhi 
(and it was his victory, 
not Mrs Indira 
Gaikdhi s)ue^au to 
|AuaK vet y iai€ in the 
last week of tUe 
cauipaigu. but leUeu it 
did took on leviathan 
proportions. Mothers 
saw Rajiv as the son 
who had to be protected 
after this ^reat 
tragedy; the young saw 
him as one of them and 
were determined to 
give him his chance. 


ivs III tkngal. to Ik ai ihc fop ul ilu* 
hi si list bsuhaps tIh tii.oi riiosi 
sliiHked was Ml Choxsdluuv lumsrli: 
hi* could noi Ik* 1 o*m* m. (Mtticiikills 1 
since* Ills Mipioiitris had begun disTn I 
but log the iU.impagne c.iilv. Ihc* I 
p.ii.dh*l which come*** in mind is iloii j 
ot Ml A R AniiiI.iv in 14 K(|, uhnibd . 
s<i mill h in Ml*, fkindhrs luiiK'hiuk ' 
i fliiil iHUssttn |q *7 and rtxp Mo | 
civhilv rxpc'cted tci he* .1 cabinet ^ 
miMis(c*i in Ml s i^undlu's goNsM imicni j 
and was stunn* J when bis name was 
nut aiiMinimoJ Ills priTieiirc* u.is 
irwaidc'd whvii, againsi eieis pit* 
diciiMf). he ssas iiomed tJic chief 
III mi slur uf Mah.iiJshriH ailci the 
,*Vssc* mills c‘l ec 11011 s S M on e 1 n 1 ag 1 lu d 
ilnM d Muslim wuiild Iv ina<k> cliud 
minisU'i 111 iliv land winch Imighi 
Aui.iiig/ 4 *ti hill llivu' he was If Mr 
kboiislliur» U*vis ill ans iiiuod l«i do 
x». |i« wau console hiinsi'll wuh ihe 
hope I lull In* mav gel rhe big inli in 
KcMg.d >1 thv Congiess ivins the 
Assi'inbJs' I*lections kivit* • 

Ml Aslmkc* Sen’s expel Use will he f 
needed. 1 sus|>ecl. m passing some 
new legishiiion on ihinpib Me was ; 
the nUMisrei svho pilnl« il ihe coiisii. } 
iMloMi.i) .irieiKlnieiii in l^Mtl luiniiuig 
p.irlles pit*.Kliing secession linm 
cojuesimg ilh* elections ]Vi h.ips {his 
time* he w'llf li.ivc* lo push | 1 moui>Ii 
such legisl.itimi .ihoiit coninuiiuU p.ii 

(l«*s 

tTc*aiJv bfiini Mnusiei R.iiiv (km* 
.Ilu lias made a sei mus alli iii|n, ssith , 
(be* liiimalioii ol lus !nsi goserri 
mein, to in .ike ilu* i'ungiess oiur 
ig.oii ihe kind oi p.uis which il ssj> 

III iliv I lines null ,( slicing cMtuinn 

•nciM lo Mu miMoiiiivs and (he luin j 
1.1:; flic iiuiiThsi ot Hiiihmios |t»o I 
Il ' 1 m . in imIkI,. <h>..ii .li.npK 

'd. 1 mUuIni «ii> ^ 1 .'. > . rrii.i u( 

< . 1' :* .• r..\' !c• IloM di ilun. . Ik.< ss I 

Il .. .no'.i ])lv.i <a.i. O' .c k khoch.t ^ 
x'libii s.liJloin III tJu .aoiiK'i h« >s i 
«.iK ol the lUosi ilebghttul people in 
I0.U1S s (MdllKs. And Ml VishsN.in.il h ; 
I’l.u.ip Singh has been giseii tIk ioh | 
uhich sluiukd have been Ins loug ago | 
1 douhi d Raiiv Ckuulhi could have* 
made a beltci* start. Tbiwevx*i. c orispi 
cuous bv Its .ihsence once agiin was 
Ihe name oi N ikani Vei ina. ihe poet 
who has a gvniiis lor slog.ois and | 
who once aga t liancJled ilu* <011 
giess |)ubbcii\ Aiiki a political skill | 
which odveriising agencies and |>ub* 
lie schoul giadu.ilt'S are going lo take 
some time to leaiii 

I think Pi line Ministei Ku.iiv (.iau 
ilhi has a hit ni wit iih» S^’us Mi Ai un 
Nehru made the inmistei of suiie loi 
|H»wer l*esaUsi lu* had dev eloped .1 
|•‘|nllalloa ol being powei [iiou'.iv'' 
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Completely revised and updated editions of highly 
informative and internotjonolly recognised reference works 
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THE GUINNESS DOOKOF 

RECORDS 1985 

Norris D- McWhlrter (Editor & Compiler) 
352 p 09 es L 6.50 S o»ool ^ic» in irK3to Rs. 98 
The world ^ $«lhri 9 ulhmore telerence wo<K lor a Qeoeral knowleii9e 
Of record brooking foGs or>d feor$ provides excepnor>ol voloe 
for Its meoQte pnce with toui’COlour pnivir>9 rhrouQhout. 

Fully covers 1984 Olympics 


GUINNESS DOOKOF SPORTS 

FAas 

Ston Greenberg 

1964 192 poges t 6.95 S oeciol Price in lodio Rs. 98 

Records, winners ond chompions or spons ore presemed >r> the 
ouihonrohve ond oiirooive Guimess sryie. These ere corripiemenred by 
some o4 ihe best m sporrs srunnmg phoiogrophs. piedominortriy (torn the 
oword*winning All-Sports reom. Coven a wide vonery of sports from ihe 
world over (60) wirh oil the winners of the 1964 Olympic:. 

JUNIOR PEARS ENCYCLOPAEDIA p u. j. ■ ■ 

24th Edition HIBSB 

Edward Dlishen (Editor) I 

Pelham Docks 704 pp C 6.95 S pedol Price in Indio Rs. 96 H 
This certoiniy the mosr up ro dote vngle volume encydopoedio. covers H 
hisroiy geogrophy science ond rrsoihemoHcs. rodio ond television, ere. H 
_ _ I . ond includes the 1964 Olymptes results. ^ 

PEARS] PEARS CYCLOPAEDIA 

1984-65 -93rd Edition^-—— 

Chrisropher Cook (Editor) 

Pefhom Dooks 1964 1056 pp C 7.95 S oectof Price In Indio Rs. 110 
Cxhousnvety iHusrated. rh*« edition provides bockground iriformonon of 
every doy use on diverse subfeers including hdiory. poiiticv rnan ond his 
environn^eni. oucleor mognerK resorance. hisroikol events, prominerv 
people world of music etc. 





Pteose spf>d us your volued orders VPP Post Free. 

UBS Publishers* Distributors Ltd. 

S Ansoti Rood New Delhi l 10002 
Otor^hes New Delhi « Domboy e Dongolore • Modros • Cokcutie • 

















GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/KHUSHWAKr Sinoh 
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I i'a bwn India's vejr sincv 

And Iht' worxi t’ViT 
for tIu* Sikhs MI1CO thcv Inst lliior 
klii>;di>in l.U vcius hK" TIk* rnriiim*s 
(>l ilu* iwn .Ilf i'Uisflv mifihnkfil. ii 

<Mic sinks, thcrt' is litllt* hiipv iH 

survUkiJ <d r Ilf other You m.is think 
ihiit Sikhs urf ;i mimscule mnmritv 
ot iindfr cwn psn sent nl the pnpulu 
lion Jiirl wh«ii hiiiipcns to them 
sliMukl nor h.ive mui.h lifjriniton the 
riiiniiifsof ii count IV of 7lMI 1 

wish th«il wK'Tv so, Hul I know it to be 
olherwisf. Lei me vluciiUlc froih 
pvi sonal cupfiivnu'. 

I spent siirne iimv visjtinp Sikh 
lefii^ff Ciinips III ihf bity K^rlv 
Novemher rhfv lud upwards of 
iiimates. ninstiv p«xir artisans 
ul the Uahaiia sitlKiisie, Within a 
rnrtiiipht th« adminisi ration ordered 
(hem to leturn to their homes nr 
who I ever w,is |f|i of th«ni. Most uf 
them If fused to uo iNick to area« 
where ihfv knew killers were stiJI at 
I ante, and eitUei moved to make* 
shilt shell eis provided bv a few Sikh 
Konidwuiiis III miu>«^tvd to l*oni«ib 
wheli* Ihev luni no roots iS^ out of a 
luiiidieil wfii' rftii}:ees lioni Hnkis 
1 . 101 , no homes n«j lands, onb disrani 
ifhilives riw s.iniv happened to 
Sikhs who lied liom Kihai and I'lMr 
I'rndfsh. maiiilv Kanpui where kill* 
iiij!. looiinu and arson was as savaKv 
us in Delhi None o| the assurances 
pisen h\ Kjij\ (Gandhi and the chief 
miriislfcs ot Bih.ii and UH created 
any confidence in them for the sim* 
pjf reason that they felt that if these 
people had wanted to prevent ante 
Sikh riots and had acted m rime, they 
would not have occurred m the fir^t 
place. 

Those who subscribe to the theory 
that Sikhs deserved to be tauKhi a 
lesson should now feel satisfied that 
Sikhs have in fact learnt some kind 
of lesson. But it Is not the lesson 
Sikh’bailers hoped to teach them. 
They should visit some refugee 
camp^ and ask any of the 900 or mure 
Widows w ho hist not onlv their bread 
winning huNbunds hui iheir young 
sons as well how they feel. Tliev 
shi'ojd talk to men with limbs in 
pl.vsUi, I he IT long hair and beards 
foi c i hi V shi 1111 ol f a nd sci ires of you ha: 
git K who were di>honoured whether 
or not they feel they deserved whai 
thev got. They could also derive 
ueiifaction from the fact that tlie 
Tutmber of Sikhs seen <in the roads of 
Delhi lies visibly decreaned; that the 

L iince abUllient and extrovort peiiple 

--’ 

fi), <M> 



now look sullen and downcast; louds* 
lifdkers which blared forth from 
uu r ud w aras («i the annoyaru c of i In* i r 
iK’ighl>our> have fallen silent, 
attendance at gurudwaras like Kis 
Can) and fiangla Sahib where one 
had CO iosile one's way through the 
throng is very thin. The Curubaiij 
KVer/an Is as mellifluous as ever Inii 
ii floats aenns half emptv halb. I 
asked myarlf. “Have the Siklis run 
ihrir course in historv and will ihes 
now like Indian Muslims lH^ol^f u 
•ommuniiv of hvmn singeis'* Alla 
ma Iglul pioclaimod on the and 
downfall ol nations m lh«> follow mg 
words: 

A tujh ko fwiauMoj xnam i^tilr-t-r 
e*um«rm kia Aat.' 

Sh,tm\hevr o SiinjJ ai i a/. ij<hi\-o 

rab.iab aakhir 

(Come let me tell you of the rise 
and fall of nationsi/lt ls the sword 
and the dagger in the first phase. The 
viol and the lute in the last i 
What happens to the already com. 
munally surcharged atmosphere of 
Punjab when this cargo of bifternes^ 
js ofMoaded and scattered in difle 
rent towns and villages? Unless de¬ 
fused in time, it could be as lethal as 
the MIC gas that enveloped Bhopal. 
Can we afford to have the most 
sensitive border of our country and 
our onlv land-link lo Jammu and 

\ Sikh femlb m .t (vlaur* «««Hr 



Kashmir become pcTtnanentJy des¬ 
lab 1 1 ised? Lei hU Indians pcmdvi 
over this as the vear ends ] would 
I alw» like to sugge**! a few New Year's 
I jesoloiioris for For the Nikhs: 

iiKikc utieuuiviK'al reaflirmalioii of 
sour IndiaiiTU'ss, dciiounic Klulis- 
i.iM, osfiacist' Kh.ilisranis and con¬ 
demn pc'oplt' who ji'giie wilh guns, 
Ixonhs 4iiul (live USSUUIKCS 

III viioi I'uui.ihi Hindu bicdiien l1iat 
•IS l<Mig«is yon ln( you will not allow 
•1 lun on thru heads ii» l>r loucNvJ 
hv evil-doers 1 in all oilier liiihans: 
do Moi legiitd all Sikhs as Khalista- 
ms. bill fellow* Indians: give back u> 
the Sikhs tho place of honour they 
had before ihioi dowidall in 19k4. If 
you want io save vour country from 
disintegiation. sou have no other 
choice II the Sikhs sink. India will 
sink with them 

Khalistan 

Roadways 

T his Khalisidiu aneedme has Iwcn 
sent to me hv KanwaijU Koiir and 
Manohar Bhati.i .N Khali^un Koad 
wavs bus plving between the stiiit 's 
' itiaioi lowiiv h.td a Sihang I'oiiJuvior, 
"Will*IV Io' I V asked a vouiig Sikh 
; (>asM*up<« ou' issuing him a nek 
It ’ ^lol .M it't>lit'd the >'o\iiigs* 
u-i III' NoMug i<indiKior gaw him 
. 1 , loui <<o 1 ( Ih ad .Old said. “It is Sri 
\ioios,,i s.ilitb' The vMoiigsier 
<|ioikb t« Mired liini*a*lf. “Vvs. id 
loitisi’ (^ 1 ll )i»i Si I Amiitsjili 
Saliili ’ IIk hvM iiasst'iiger was a 
Hindu. "Win It Io?' ask<*d Ihv 
Nihaiig "*sii l.iiJhiari.iii SaHdi.' re*' 
plivU tilt' Ollier iinndlv He loo wus 
ivwardtd uiih a tiout un the head. 
“OriU l.udliuiiia. no Sri or Sahihji." 
' ;idmoiiiviu*d the Nihang liofore 
issuinc liirii ,1 iickt'i. The ihiiil pas- 
svrigi I ii.ipi'ened to ho a wordb wise 
M.ow an \\ tiert asked for hisdosima- 
lion, bo it']died. "Nihangii. kindly 
give me a inket for Sii Amriisar.ii 
Sahih: ihcrvatter 1 will go on foot to 
my village “ The Nihang was 
pleased. ** 1 / you are not completing 
sour Kiutoi'V b* this bus. no need for 
‘ >,<. 1 * 1 lepUed the Nihang. 

Ode to a Doctor 

I .aoo H.i ' s charming biile 
th*<*» *; . * ..ms hiiel sujourn 
IO Horn Tt'<.omlv 

I'leusi diOi't seiiu me to the hospiial 
I know what uill happen. 

Hospital will >Tab my purse, 
j Switch me •' nurse to nurse. 

I ITI go from o -i to worse. 

I And end, up > a hearse. 



“Don’t say that’s Amsterdam down there already!" 



‘^-KLM’s new non-stof> flight 
gets you there so much quicker.” 


Tlic shofit'^t wiy lo frum 

Dtlhi (u AnLsterJam on Kl,M's new direa 
night, )( gets )<)u (here in just hours — a 
whole 2'/' hours less than hcftire* 

For every pjsjx iigec Hying ro 
Arnsicidam Ironi outside l;uri)pe. there’s 
Holland (in*the-House* 'rhat's one night in 
Atnsitrdanv all puU for — inclixling 
break last»free tntrani'e to museums and the 
Casino at Scheveningen. diseount rates on 
canal cruises, cit>’ sightseeing aisd gukted 
(ours Hus major discounrs on car renuts, 
shopping funel rates h»r subsequent nights. 


Tlveo Hiere’s Win-omihc 'X'ay* for 
Royal Class and Business Class ivssengers. 

It you're in transit and catching an onward 
Mi^t from AmsierJam tlx* saine day. your 
ticket enters you for a draw in :hc* sky! Su 
when you arrive at Schiphol, y<iu could have 
won a Volvo Ora bnUianily (aceied 
diamond. Or 13 Dfl worrh of tax-lree 
shopping. 

As you can see. rhe best reason to fly 
KIM to Amsrerdam is not pust the shortest 
flight! 

* by rhr HulLiikl HriHtvifiun titunddoun 

Vjlid uptii Mjuh lUHS 

For infomwKon caU us h: 

»?0i. hcfnb»r i2i0li,C^ lniu» 441221, 

PHhi Vn999 9nS 

The Reliable Aidine KLM 

Royal DufetiMtw 





EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 


is Rajiv’s Deputy? 


T here is no number ivpo or three in 
the union cebinec. All ministers have 
been listed alphabetically 9nd they 
take I heir seats in cabinet meeting 
accurdingly This is a oepariure from the 
past. Indira Gandhi had designated Pranab 
Mukherjea. former finance minister, as 
number twu and he presided over the 
cabinet and its sub committee on polincal 
affairs in her altsenca. 

It w«<s perhaps an mdiscreer remark made 
hy Prana h Mukherjee (bat put an end in (be 
old practice and has also been responsible 
fur Ills exit from the gwarnmeni. While 
returning in the same plane with Rajiv 
Candhi on 31 October, soon after hearing 
aboui lndir«i Gandhi's assassination. Mr 
Mukherjee is rejMifted to have observed that 
he would auiomaiically be the interim Prime 
Minister because he was the seniormosi and 
that the election of the party's leader would 
rake place later That remark has been seen 
js a betrayal of his ambition. 

After NehruS death. President Radhak* 
rishnan had established ihe practice of the 
seniormoit cabinet minister becoming an 
interim Prime Minivier and then convening 
the ruling party’s meeting for the election of 
the leader. Oulcarilal Nanda officiated as 
Prime Minister after the death uf both 
Nehru and Shastri However, this time, Ra 
jiv Gandhi wan apprumed Prime Minister 
straightaway and the party Jt.s sanction 
later. 

Nehru did not face the problem uf making 
arrangements when abroad. Initially. Sardar 
Patel was there and he presided ovei the 
cabiiiei liecaiisv he was the deputy Prime 
Minister. After his death. Maulana Abdul 
Kalam Aiad fii in ideally because alphaheti* 
cally h« was on the top, and otherwise too he 
was so well-known politically that everytme 
consideied him next to Nehru 

When Indiia Gandhi came to power in 
1966, she was politically weak and hence she 
followed the practice of Ihe seniormost 
minister looking after her work during her 
trips abroad, ^is question dtd noi arise 
between 1967 and 1969 when Morarji Desai 
was appointed deputy Prime Minister. 
However, after be quit, she did not desig* 
nate either Jagjivan Ram nor Y,&. Chavan, 
the two stalwarts in her cabinet as the 
second'in<ommaRd. She thought they would 
sort out the matter between t^mselves. Bui 
this did not happen. 

Being alphabetically above Jagjivan Ram. 
Chavan thought that he had precedence 
over him. Bui Jagjivan Ran did not accept 
it. When the former Prime Minister was 
abroad once, an urgeat oweeing of the 

E littcal affairs cottmlttae el the ca^uAct 
d to be convened heeausc of the threat by 
goventment servants to go on strike. Chavan 


thought he would preside over the meeting 
but Jaipivan Ram went around the problem 
by sitting on the sofa where Chavan was 
seated. During the entire discussion with 
other members of the cabinet committee, 
the two behaved as if both were equal. 

When Indira Gandhi returned to power in 
1971 after sweeping the polli. she was poliri* 
cally stronger and, iherylore, did not adhere 
to the practice of seniority, she also did not 
want any of the ministers to be second in 
line of succevtion. This, she thought, would 
give unneces'^ry edge to one person. She 
intruduted seniariiy on the basis of 
alphabetical order but in a different way so 
as to kill two birds with one stone. 

The norm laid down was that *he last word 
of a minister’s name would be taken into 
consideration. Indira Gandhi did so purpose* 
ly. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was the most 
dependable minister she had. Also, even if 
he were to serve* as number two, she did not 
aniicipaie any danger from him. So. he 
presided over cabinet meetings in her abs* 
enco. He justified her confidence in him. not 
only when he was a cabinet minister hut also 
when he wa*. ihe President during the 
Emergency. He was the one whu signed the 

the cabinet's 


noiificatiun even before 
approval, as the Shah Commission's findings 
indicate. 

In the second stint of Prime Ministership 
from 1960. Indira Gandhi reversed the prac* 
lice only for Pranah Mukherjee. He had 
stiK'd by her in the wilderness—Narasimha 
Kao was nut then on the national scene—and 
though he Jovt in the 1960 polls, she sum* 
muned him from Calcutta to convene the 
Congress! I i Parliamentary Party meeting, 
help her form ihe government, and so on. He 
was the only defeated candidate who was 
made a cabinet minister and uhimaiely 
raised to the posi of finance minister and the 
number two position. 

Why was Pranab thus elevated? How 
could a person whu was only a deputy 
Riinistvr becume number two in the cabinet 
in about a decade^ Probably one word ' 
explains his meteoric rise: loyaJry. But he is ' 
nu Buta Singh who too. has l^ome cabinet , 
minister by dint of his Inyalty. Pranab 1 
Mukherjee has intelligence and can con- ' 
verse well, which the former Prime Minister | 
was able to utilise in conducting affairs 
within the party and vkiihuut. 

It is yet too early tu say wheihqg Rajiv 
Gandhi would have a number two fee maid* 
ing over urgent cabinet meetings when he 
goes out of India. But my hunch is that be 
will have someone, without formally desig* 
baling him lo. During Indira Gandhi's rule, 
li was felt, that certain metiers required 
inuMdlatc attention and could not afford an 
iflordinace delay which her busy itinerary 
would cause. 


HU yet too early 
to say whether 
Rajiv Gandhi 
would have a 
number two for 
prasidlng over 
argent cabinet 
mtotings. But 
mySuMit Is that 
ha will have 
MimabM, 
wHbNt lOnMlIy 
iiialiaillM him 
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OPINION 



Buying Votes 


T he cover slory. The i*f a 

ft-rme Winister 15 December 
’84) made inrere^tinfi readmit 1 wa^ 
avifiiii&hed ai (he oMrunomuaJ sum 
s|>eni by the Cun^re^sih (o pro mule* 
In imaKe lUM befiue ihe eieciirms. 
The CoHjireiisdi iisuutly speaks very 
highly of irs achievements but 
actually the contrary i'i true and 
hence the need to sell a Prime 
Minister 

Pa ram Wans SV/igh, Arnth 

• In » poor country like imrs, the 
money spent by the l ultng iniity tor 
puhiiiiiy campaigns u not only un* 
called for but it should come as a 
shock to every sensible ciiiiten. In all 
their advert i semen is, the Ciingrev* 
ufi has sought the support or the 
poiiple to build a ^tiong and united 
India. Just hefoie the elections the 
lubng pally has once again raised 
the bugev uf a foreign force trying to 
weaken India. May I remind our 
rulers that India in the past has 
overcome much mure leriuus prub* 
lems but has managed to survive 
The government should siiifi raising 
I false alarms. 

.4nshtifflan Titvan. New De/hi 

• With the annuuncemeni tif the date 
fin the genercl elections, the pubJu* 
ify gimmicks of the Cringre^slh and 
other parties started. The politicians 
are out.with their begging bowls. 
Here ii a nursery rhyme thai brings 
out the mvud of the elections: 
Hark.' Hark! thv ditgs Jo hark. 

The heggein have Qomv to town 
Some gave them black bresid. some 
gave (hem brown 

Anri some rook a horsewhip and 
drove them out of town. 

Lt. Col. S K. Musbrait l KetJt. 
Lucknow 

e Rajiv Gandhi's programmv to 
apfioini workers all over the country 
to report on the weaknesses of the 
pai ly at the grassroots' level is cer* 
tainly commendable. Nowadays poll* 
tical parties, once they have won an 
election, tend to forget the masses. 
The communication gap between a 
ruling party iind the people can imly 
b*; bridged by dedicated party work¬ 
ers. 1 am sure Rajiv Gandhi's plans 
will make the Congresslli more 
I popular. 

I .Shvamaf Gupta. Hurd wan 

a The report made interesting read* 
ing. It was alarming to learn that 
such a huge ^um is being spent in buv 
f series. 

I .V. 'Hetldw Wv(/eru bad 



^ i 


Welcome. Amitabh 

T he Pf<Mrti Aferebanrs iXhlZ Ue- 
ccmlHT ’K4> madv inteiesling 
leading llie people of Allahabudare 
fed up with dirlv ikiIuks, they ace 
eager]V tvuiting lor a change. Some 
IH'ople die m the habit of criticising 
iinvonv who tries to do something 
goiKf lot the masses. 1 am suie that 
Amiiabh Ba.hchan will graduallv 
emerge* as .i sv«is4iiied political lead* 
vr. What he iiec'ds most is encuuiage* 
ment. IaM u> not discourage him in 
hts effort to serve the people of 
India. 

Hihrk Sen. Katyen NagJi r1Ve<r 
Hcnpali 

• The Congrcssili is inducting cinc- 
sijrs to counter the growing influ* 
once of the oppoMtion. But political 
experience will finalJv prevail The 
profiU*x of the three filmstars con¬ 
testing the elections were excellent. 
Kansan K Trficfter lOrissai 

• The cover story on fifmstars with 
political ambitions was timely and 
tbought-pi ovoking, Amitabh Bach- 
chan. the superhero of the silver 
screen, has many things In common 
wiih the veteran politician. H.N. 
Bahtiguna. Mr Bahuguna switches 
trom one politicaJ party to another 
with the same dexterity as Amitabh 
switches I rum one role to another. 
Moreover, both are veterans in their 
resfsecrive fields and are endowed 
W’lih iharismaiic personalities. Ami 
tahh may be a dwarf in politics but 
his chances should not be under 
rais'd. 

Kaiiw Zjfar. ('akiifia 


Criminal Delay 


I ndira Gandhi was shot at 9.15 am. 

i.iken to the AIIMS at 9.4.f am and 
linally to the oi>crutiun theatre at 
10.19 am Over an hour of precious 
time was lost befoie she was oper¬ 
ated upon. It IS uuite possible that 
Indira Gandhi was alrea/Jv dead 
when the operation began. In com* 
pjMsnii. the doctors who optnaied on 
bi es I d e n I K v ii ga it we i e a m aii n glv 
cilicient. AccMidiiig to Time ffluga* 
rmt. withm five minutes of Mr 
Reag.in's ainvai at the tieotae 
. Wash I nut on I'oiveisiiv H<»spual. he 
w.is honked onto on ariilicinl hreu* 
ihtrig appaiiitus. mid given in* 
MaM*nous fluids, and his clnlhes gut 
olf. The dnetnis .iKi operated his 
lung to prevent d.image tn Ihe heart, 
lung and maior blood vessels. Blond 
iiamlnsinn was begun immvdiutclv 
to make np lor the loss of blood. AU 
ihis 111 a mallei of minutes. Mn 
(iandhi's aides and the hospiial staff 
could certainly have been a little 
more efficient. 

.Surtrokh .Singh fCflukhar. Mugha/- 

s.lUI 

• Indira Gandhi's aides have been 
severely crMicised for fading (u in* 
Inim ihe AilMS of the unexpected 
.lineal of Mrs Gandhi. The emergen* 
cy scsiion nl anv hospiial. especially 
a pvsiio.ious one like rhe AllMS. ie 
expected (o maintatn a ruund*the* 
clock readiness. The criminal delay 
in operating on Indira Gandhi tndi* 
cdtes the casual state of affairs in the 
hospiirtJ A casnahv victim is sup¬ 
posed to get immediate treatment in 
an ernergenev wMrd. One need not he 
d I'rime Minister to draw medical 
aiteitlion. 

Ih’ Ambui Kjmhof. Meerut 


Healthy Coverage 

A nita Pratap's coverage of the 
Tamil Nadu chief minister M. G. 
Ramachandran's illness (A Befut*ed 
Hero's Ught for Lite. 4-11 Nevember 
1984) was exhaustive Her in-dep*h 
anuivsis gave a true picture of the 
CM's health. 

N. Kf/dngo. Tirvne/veft. < Tamil Nadu3 

Not Revealiiag 

T he report on Indira Gandhi's 
assassination. The Conspiracy. 
i2S Novembar*! December 1984) 
failed to reveal the hidden forces 
liehind tbe plot. 

A N. Bhaiunhmya. Calcurta 











OPINION 


The Killers of Bhopal 


Prejudiced 



VklMMk of riM fUiopol > 

T ookhsr Pandii> mvestif(aiion u< 
the B hope I irejiedy (KiUer Can. 
Ce^fous Carhidv. 16—22 Decern bvr 
*84) wu» impreHsiive The inudent 
reminds me of Haler’s pes chemUerv 
or the bamhiitp of Kirgshime and 
Nepeseki during the Second World 
W:ir. Instead of shedding crocodile 
tears, the guvernmem should take 
care of the affected people 
f'tfjj Ahmed Fnifi. Cakutia 

a The vivid narration of the Bhopal 
gas tragedy made painful reading. 
All such fecturies using toxic gases or 
substances should be immediately 
suhiected to safety tests. Such 
checks should be a routine affair and 
nol'canied out ur.ly after a tragedy J 
hope the article serves as an eye 
opener tu all concerned. 

Nivjhar Das Gupta. Calvutta 

e The Bhopal tragedy has been right¬ 
ly termed as the “worst environmen¬ 
tal disaster" in the world. Over i,000 
people have lost their lives and the 
future of triple that number is uncei • 
tain. But I was shocked to see Ami- 
rabh Bachchan on the cover of that 
issue. The Bhopal incident certainly 
deserved a picture on the cover, 
laxmfdhar Mohanrv. Currack 

• The government is as much re¬ 
sponsible for the Bhopai tragedy as 
Union Carbide, Safety rules were 
ignored by the concerned company 
right under the nose of the govern¬ 
ment. The pictures with the article 
were really moving. 

C'. .PonchapoJofsan. Thanjavur 

• The report has left me terrified 
and stunned. It was astonishing to 



.1. Akbar'v essav. Religion. 
Lite jnd Oe.rrft 111.24 Nuvem- 
hi'i 19H4K s4-cmed to in* motivated 
oguinM the Hindus. In his aicempt to 
malign the community, the aulhor 
huv foi gotten the i|uaiicies of toler 
ante iiiid merev which marks out 
Hindus Hinduism is secular and 
hence, fear of Hindu fanaticism is 
baseless. 

A/.rdiin Lil. H.iiughul iWest Benga/) 

Commendable 


learn that security rules were flouted 
At ihe Bhopul plant of such a well- ; 
known company The Madhva 
Pradesh goveinmeni iiicd to pvi all 
the blamv for ihe tragedy on Union 
Carbide. The Ml* administiaiion 
w-oiild have come '''M unscathed hoi 
lor ihe effiots ol lounialisls hke 
Tooshar Tandit who iighily pm 
|K)Mired the .MH government’s re 
sponskhiln ICS 

.Surendra Prasad Tnpathi. Saimu , 
gjchi iHV.sf Bongiifi 

e Tin* Ntadhva Pr.idcsli chief minis- i 
lei's behaviour immediaiely .ifter ; 
the Bhopal incident was surprising It . 
lett me wondering as to whether U ^ 
was an eleitnm gimmick. Instead of < 
providing relief to.the visiims. ihe I 
CM was more bothered about lakmg ' 
ihe mil It I national tirm tu court Ar- ^ 
inn Singh even started reluming help i 
ond donations from various agencies 
.M. .S, Narjfiiuha Miirthy. thngaSurv 
e The behaviour of the Madhya 
Pradesh chief mmiater during the 
incident in Bhopal i& ciaidemnable 
In that huur of cri»is. instead of 
providing relief tu the victims, the 
CM went around airestiRg Union 
Carbide officials. He was more 
bothered about his chaii than the 
sufferings of tbe poor. 

Dr Antafyami Vpadhyay. Singhbhum 

• The Madhya Pradc<b gmeminent I 
was more responsible for the tragedy ! 
than Union Carbide, ft is astonishing 
as rn how a *'killer" plant was 
allowed to function in a thickly popu- 
laied area. In our country everything 
except human lives it ciKtly. 

V. A'. Naruyanaswamy. Madras ' 


A ll Ihe ariicles ahoor Indira Con- 
dhi m the special iiotue of Srr^- 
i»vs iM.irm. U—24 November 1084) 
wore giKid Her lati Interview, espe* 
cially. was excellent. 

C V Ceviha. Maifnis 

• The special issue had an attractive 
cover, an excellent cover story and 
very good photographs. Unlike the 
other lo.iding nuwstnagarmes which 
are highly cruica) of the ruling party, 
yuui psisiiiveand objective appruoch 
is commendable. Plea.se keep up the 
i<iuriialistic cxcs'llence. 

Chui/es John. TyvHndrum 


Confusing 


^ 1 


Letters which do nnr have the full 
names .tnd aOdiv^ses of the corres¬ 
pondents Hiff nor he considered hr 

puhhc.itfoti^h'diroj' 


T he Ah.'i.is H.i.M Item |2—8 Decern- 
bvr 19H4| regarding Kannada 
film siar Vj>hnuvardhan being haras¬ 
sed by Ka|kiimar\ fans is mislead- 
iiig, A doiuilcd analysis of ihe issue 
would Iw mote welcome lhan pub¬ 
lishing such .1 short report. Moreov¬ 
er. crilliMg Kaikumar a politician- 
film-siar r> abvord. Though his name 
I-, ofts-ii misiied hy politicians, he has 
madv II < lear that he is nin interested 
in ludiiics i 

V. (i. Siddluiitha. Kirsihugga I 

Tewari or Pandey? 


i t has been disclosed that the col¬ 
umn i>l rtf Delhi Diary. D.£. Niza- 
muddin. is actually Mr Udayan Shar- , 
ma t must rated Weekly, ii Decern- > 
her *Mj. What about you. Mr M.J. ! 
Akbar? Are you too some Tewart or ; 
Pandey? 1 

A.H. Khan. Aiamgarh 







OPINION 


Wanted: Articles With Malice Towards None 


T he violence dher the asusvine 
tion of Indira Candhi unbe 
lievabfe and muse be condemned 
Khushwant Sinah claims that he has 
lealised hnw the Jews must have leit 
in N j^i Germany, but has he rtMlised 
how tei lor sTi iikvd the Hindus in 
Punjab were lor thtce veais>' 
Abhok Si*htJi.v. New Pt'lht 

e Whatever Khushwaiic SiiiMh has 
wnlien abouc iht attack on the Vikh 
COmmunItV bv violent molwaliu Mrs 
Gandhi'v assassination is tiue and I 
sympathise wnh him Bui ii is a 
maitei ol lefitet that nistcad of cx 
pusjnM the men who masteimimMi 
iho axsasskiiaiiori, Mi SiiiKh has 
blamed onlv the two iRHlvttuaids 
!> N Hjy. yufi 

* Khushwam Sinith claims that Mis 
Gandhi's “ assassin at ion was on ihe 
caiJs eltri Opeiation Bluestai' and 
that ’*sho biouisht it on hei own 
head " 1» all his mt isles and his 
interviews including the one lo the 
BbC, he has ^ivi n the impiesMon 
ihei he supports hikli ten oi ists Such 
irroxponiible statements aic dan^ier 
ous ID the ime^iitv o 1 the nation 
C, Namd Anshn.r /harsucuda 
(Gr/ssa/ 

e Khushwam Sinph writes that hi 
diia Gandhi's assassination was on 
'the cards aflei (Ipeiation BlmMar 
and chal she hiouehl it un her own 
head He also meniiom that the 
emnecommumiv ol 12 mrllion Sikhs 
were branded as criminals I nr a 
Clime commuted hv twu people 
These statements ate cuntiadictotv 
which onlv show the contusion chat 
exists jn the mnidc nf the members ul 
the Sikh cnmmumrv 
IVsi the killing’ was not an isti 
lated event but a leaition atuinst 
Operation Bluostai It is a tact that 
the entire nation, exccjii a section nt 
the Sikhs who weie usin^ the Golden 
Temple as an arsenal appreciated 
Indira Gandhi's decision to send the 
arms inside the Icmple 
It IS iidRic that people like Mi 
Sniiih were silent when lerroiisis 
were misusing ihe Temple It onlv 
ihcv had laised voices against the 
lei I ousts ur those whu tiridnied 
them neither the armv act ion, nor 
the assassination ot the PM and its 
bloodv dtteimaih would have occur 
led I am vet to see an oipsanisod 
hoiiv of Sikhs condemninc the luhila 
tion bv the Sikhs m the UK ur 
cundemninis the stoiaite ot arms in 
KUiudwaras oi the muider of inno 


cent people 

Mr Sin^h ba« deplored the fact 
that Hikhc have become cecond class 
citi/ens Till the assassination, the 
eniiip nation held the Sikhs in hijth 
esteem hven lodas onlv the xeces 
sionist tvriorists aie hated 
B RdnietUandian. Vitudhundg^i 
< Tamil iVadui 

• (trt 2 Ntwemhei a Sikh celebraiin^ 
Indiia Gandhi's death picsenied me 
wnh a laddoo and two ihocoUtes 1 
letumed the swet*is and letiuesied 
him to' export" them to I thuipia Do 
the bikhv still Jescisc anv svm 
pathv' 

Kam htvhtin Htffndth, Coihin 

• I have suoe thtoufth the anti Hindu 
outbui sts bv Khushwam Singh in i wo 
successive issues ol Si miss t2S 
Novembvi \ IH^ember and 2 rvtecn 
her H PetemWr lSM4i It is untoriun 
ate that such pruvi>caiive aitides are 
allowed to be piibhshc'd Khushwam 
Singh has descithcd in detail how 
inniKent Sikhx weie slaughtered at 
let Indiia Gandhis death 1 wunder 
how such a cvlehtaied columnixt 
could have foi gotten the plight ol the 
Hindus in Puniab during the davs of 
Klimdranwile 1his confirms mv he 
liet that Mr Singh reacts onlv when 
his life IS in danger ur his community 
IS jn trouble 

All secular forces throughoui the 
(oiintrv have sirumUv condemned 
the t lolence perpetrated on innocent 
Sikhs, and Indian demucraev sue 
vised onlv Ivsause of Hindu Sikh 
amilv which even Bhindranwale 
could nut break 

6 [> Chatter tee. ^alharr/orc 

(SUdh\4i /hadecht 

a I fuliv agiee with Khushwant 
Singh's views of the rinis in Delhi Ml 
Singh and Ihe Sikh community cle 
serves our svm path v But his assess 
mem ol the situation is on< sided 
Manv Sikhs in Cuttack danced on the 
siieeis and shouted pro Khalisiait 
slogans after Mrs Candhi was assas 
sinated 

B Barter/ee, Keon^fiai rOrxsca) 

a Had Mr Khushwam Singh dared to 
condemn the genocide of the Hindus 
m Punjab, we could have appreci¬ 
ated his aiTicle on the ktllir^ of 
Sikhc But Mr Singh has been very 
paitjsan and not lived up to his dutv 
as a juumalist 
ASN Murthv, Bartga/ore 

• Ihc’re IS no doubt that only two 
Sikhs were responsible for the assas 


sinaiioji ot Indiia Gandhi But thefe 
weie bikhs in England and ihe USA 
who celebiated tha murder with 
ch.impagne Will Khushwant Singh 
condemn then actions^ 

Hu Kit HjiMik.i Marufr (Assam l 

• li IS sucpiising that Khushwant 
Smgh has l>een writing arliclex full of 
maluc and hatied However bittei 
he mav IctI alter ihe anti Sikh rlou. 
he should icalisc that thousands of 
I'aiiioiii hiilians cominuv to sup* 
poll ihvit Sikh hrethien In recent 
sv.ns the Sikh community has alien* 
aiucl iisi It liom ihe naiiunal mam* 
stieam lor riairow sectarian ciusei, 
1 evit the Sikh model aics who are 
•ig.utiM eMiemism have been silent 
s|*ii laioi s The five h< ad priests who 
did nut piesc've the ^ mcliTv of the 
Goldin Temple aie lespecred lead 
VIV today 

kohit Singh BhiiiMl 

• The Sikhs feel that it is their 
birthiight to kill Hindus indivcrimi 
iiaielv and convert a shrine into an 
armouiv fsen inieUectualx like 
khushwant Singh did not raise their 
votcus in pruiesi againxt the killing 
of thous *nds ul Hindus in Punjab He 
tailed to undeistand the simple 
theory lor werv action iheie is an 
euual and uppcisite reaction 
Bjion ( hakr a vjjrv. Cafeurta 


W ant Help? 

I n April 'B4 after a ihrec yeer lung 
snuggle I won a case against the 
Bombay lloucing Board which had 
asked me to vacate my house since I 
did nut pay rent lor two years I had 
argued in court, without any help 
frum iawveis, that t did not pay the 
rent as the Board had not paid heed 
tu mv repeated leiiuests for vital 
repairs ot the house If any housing 
hoaid tenant or their association 
anywhere in the country wishes to 
have a copy of the judgment or my 
advice, they are welcome to write to 
mv 

C Antony LtfVts, Nehru 

Aagar. Bombay 24 

Last Letter 


I f a workman dies on duty, his son is 
emploved immediatelv nn compas* 
sumate giounds So. what wgs the 
haim in Raiiv Gandhi becoming the 
Piime Miniser after his mother*! 
Heath^ 

Rudhre Durta S'aiapethi, ffourJeefe, 



aMMetvMl 








Kanclorn memofies Ute is fuU o( them. 
Memories of h^>pmess. love, pride «^rid 
Kjn fleetir^mamemsih^iyOiiivMhave 
to c^ture. They can happen Aoy time, 
they rcMy r>ot happen agam 

Take a picture. 

In btack and white. 

Only black arxl while pictures don i fade 
for years and years. 

Keep the pictures m the family album 
LKer. you can share youi memories 
And relive the happy nmev 


Capture 
the moment 
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The New Wave Government 


The cabinef is o juciirious hiend of youlh ond exporicnco 


3 1 December in New Delhi is 
usually chilly. This year (he 
New Year’s eve was cnlder. 
The temperature wa> below 
norma) The ^Jittering Ashoka Halt 
of The Rashtrapari Bhavan.. where 
the new council of ministers led by 
the triumphant youn^ Prime Minis* 
ler, Rajiv Gandhi, was being sworn 
in, had nne person sweetens profuse* 
ly. The joy of the large assemblage 
was not reflected on his face. Arun 
Kumar Nehru, (he person who had 
been assumed hy many to be the 
number (wg man in the Rajiv Gandhi 
hierarchy, had been sworn in as a 
mmisier of viaie, under the charge of 
a cahinei minister. Sheila Kau). 
maternal auni ol Mrs Indira Canilhi. 
was not in the list. Hranab Kumar 
Mukherjeo, the nuinl>er two mun in 
the Indira Gandhi team, had been 
drnpp^. The coniruversial railway 
minister nf the outgoing c ahinet. Abu 


Barkat Ataul Chini Khan 
Choudhury. whose quarrels ai (he 
state politics level with Pranab 
Mukherjee and with minister of state 
C.K. Jaffer ShaHef in ibe railway 
ministry were famous, roo was not in 
(he list. Jaffer Sharief. despite hav* 
ing defeated Janata Party stalwart 
George Fernandes in the elections, 
was also excluded, perhaps because 
bis quarrels with Ghani Khan 
Choudhury were found embarras¬ 
sing, The outgoing civil supplies 
minister, Bhagwad Jha Aa^. lo 
whose regime tbe. supply price of 
wheat to tht Dour nulls had been 
reduced but maidM, sop/x and bread 
prices had remained static, too was 
missing. The new wave govemmenc, 
which had been swept into power by 
H tidal bore, wai being sworn in. 

Many, including this . correspon¬ 
dent. had voiced doubia about Itajiv 


Gandhi’s ability to run a government. 
But (he way in which the new council 
of ministers wav constituted, made 
these doubts look not only unfound- 
Qii but also frivolous. The Prime 
Minister had responded to the mas¬ 
sive mandate of the people by spying 
the nation a clean and efficient 
cabinet as (he New Year’s gift. The 
minisirymaking exercise had been 
undertaken by him quietly and the 
first strides as the newly elected 
Prime Minister were confident. The 
swearing-in was at 5.15 pm. The 
ministerial probables received 
phonecalls only at 4.45 pm and were 
aaked to report to Rashirapati Bha¬ 
van. Till he reached the Ashoka Hall, 
even Arun Nehru did not know what 
post he was getting. No portfolios 
were announced initially, with the 
new ministers being asked to aaaem* 
ble fnr a cabinet meeting at B.4S pm. 
In che three quarters of an hour 


Misav s-n we 
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which lapsed between the sweahn|- 
in cermony and the maiden cabinet 
meeting, numerous phonecalls 
poured in at the offices of the news¬ 
papers and news agencies, from 
aide!! of the new ministers, enquiring 
about the atlocation of portfolios. 
Among those who tel^honed the 
Press Trust of India was an aide of 
Arun Nehru. Even he was in the dark 
about the formation of the new wave 
government. 

As the powerful AlCC general 
secretary, Arun Nehru was Rejiv 
Gandhi's Achilles heel. His arrogant 
behaviour annoyed many party- 
men Since the death of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, after Rajiv Gandhi 
appointed Arun Nehru as party 
general secretary in his own place 
(when he became the Congress presi¬ 
dent), Arun Nehru had assumed the 
number two position in the new 
team. Some people had even started 
looking to Arun Nehru as an alter¬ 
nate leader. And a vast majority of 
partymen, aghast or the way this 
business vxecutive-turned-poUiical- 
maoager was trying to dominate the 
party, turned to Kajiv Gandhi with 
helpless looks. Senior leaders like 
Vishwanath Pratup Singh and 
Narayan Outt Tiwari sank their dtf- 
ferenevM in Uttur Pradesh politics, 
albeit rvm(>unirilv, to provide a joint 


front against the onslaught of Arun 
Nehru. By appointing Arun Hehrv as 
a minister of state without indepen¬ 
dent dmrge (this is a third-level post, 
after cabinet ministers and miolsteis 
of state with independent charge), 
Rajiv Gandhi showed his partymen 
that he was not going to treat anyone 
as being more equal than the rest 
because of kinship. 

The dropping of Sheila Kaul too 
was guided by this consideration, 
though she was an efficient minister 
and is known for her good behaviour. 
By Arun Nehru's appointment as a 
Union oitnister. many senior party- 
men vrere pleased. Even among the 
youth, many who were acting as 
surrogatvs to Arun Nehru because 
they thou^t he wielded the author¬ 
ity of Rajiv Gandhi, looked relieved. 
The son of a senior cabinet minister, 
who was sitting close to this corres¬ 
pondent during the Ashoka Hall 
ceremony, loudly whispered to a par 
ty leader. “So Arun Nehru will be 
under a cabinet minister’" When he 
was leaving the Ashoka Hall in join 
the tea party in the adjoining room, 
the sweat on Arun Nehru Ikb was 
too visible. He was trying to force a 
smile now and then, but the message 
which KaJiv Gandhi wanted to con¬ 
vey hy appointing him as a minister 
of state was loud and clear. 


When the portfolios were allocated 
later that evening, Arun Nehru got 
power, under the overall charge of 
cabinet mmiMei R Shankaranand, 
who will be the irrigaiiun and power 
minister. Arun Nehru Is bound to be 
the dominant minister, with Shank¬ 
aranand toeing his line, but he will 
confine his powerful presence to (he 
power minisiry's office. Shram Shak- 
li Bhavan, on Rafi Marg, The other 
magnificent buildings, which house 
the offices of the governmeni of 
India, will nui he withio his bounds, 
as would have been the case if he 
were to remain a.s ihe duminunt 
AICC general secretary. But while 
cutting Arun Nehru to size. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had taken his 
professional rompeience as a good 
manager, especially while working 
for Jenson and Nicholson, into 
account. Power is an overworked 
department and the government's 
performance will bo dependent on 
the perfurmanci- of the ministry of 
power in a big wav in me days to 
come. Mejur projects are on (he 
anvil. His cufflpetence as e minliter 
may be useful iu (he government. 

Like Arun Nehru, the new govern¬ 
ment has three other professionals- 
turned-politicians as minivtars. For¬ 
mer ambassador to China and the 
USA. K.K. Naravanan < planning), 
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distinguished diplomat Kanw^r Nat- 
war Singh («teeh and Madhavrao 
Scindia (milwuys) hdve kindled high 
hope^ of good performance in their 
respective ministries. Similurlv, the 
appoinimeni cif <« djvtmguished pan 
liamentanan like Margaret Alva as 
I he minister of stale fnr pjiliamen 
tarv affairs shows that performance 
and ahiiity have l>een taken inio 
account in the prm’ess o 1 minislrv- 
rnaking V’oinier Andhra I’r.idesh 
chief mimsier, T An.iaiah. returns as 
the minister of state (independent 
charge I for Iniwsui , the \wst he hold 
hefore he was sent to fivdeialMd .is 
chief niinisier. He hegan his caieer 
ii.s *1 st](>aMria a*day worker in the 
Hvderahjd AUwyn Metal Works and 
later became a lentfing trade nn* 
inn 1st. 

Kis tenure us hitano minister in 
Andhra had seen manv levnhitionarv 
changes in the ti.olc union tjelth like 
the lot rmiui lion of sesrei 





T he induction of the new cabinet 
minisiei^k has been carefully 
planned To begin with, by reverting 
back to the system of naming the 
ministers in the alphabetical order, 
the Prime Minister has discardedthe 
systent of having the leader of the 
pariv m the Ratya Sabhu us the 
number tw'o p«*rNon in the (*abinet 
Prana h Mukherjee had lieen given 
this predominant p<»siiion by Mrs 
Indira (»andhi after she made him 
the finance minister in 1982. Now, 
the leader nf (he Rajva Sabha, Vish- 
wunath Pratap Singh, has l>een made 
the finance minister and a member 
of thv alljMiwerful cabinet commit- 
lee on political affairs iCCPAi. Bill 
(he iob of presiding over cahiner 
meetings m the absence of ihc Pi ime 
Minister from the capnul is l(Ciiig 
given i» defence* minisier P V. N.ira- 
Nimha Kao hy virim* of the sabiriet 
minister wiih the hmgrsi siandiiig. 
Kvsides V P Singh and Narasimhu 


mm 
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I* U.tM (.«kiMs; Ith isilli <0 <aiiii aiel 


ha) lots m I he taiimv oiiions As 
hihoui rninisic-r m Ihr c riiiu- eai hc*i. 
he had initjaivil rn.ios scheme's, 
which he will now have to lesiniecl 
fnmt the dusty shelves of ihc minis, 
trs Duitu Suffldiir, the niiliTani trade 
union leader of Maharashtra (who is 
now an independent member of the 
l/ok Sabhu) was firmty tackled hv 
Aniaiah m his last lonitre. When a 
(cam of industriulists and workers 
affected by Samani's high handed¬ 
ness had approached him, Anjaiah 
had a-deed the rhvn chief minister id 
Maharashtra. \ K Antiilay, to u.se 
I he N.Kioncd Secnnrv Act and arrest 
Samant The eminent bainster. late 
Kii.iini Paid, hud lo go to the Kspla 
nade Courts in Bonihay to gei 
Sarnani ivleasiHi ihen. Aiijaiuh as 
labour mintsiei . rhuivfinv. holds out 

IM'« iinise 


Kao, hrimt' niinisier Shank.orao i'lia 
van Is the oilier menilH'i o1 ihe 
t'l PA. pii'sidisl over bv the Piime 
Miiirsier himself. ()f ihcsc. onlv 
Narusitnha Kao whs in (he Inst CVPA. 
Pianab Miikher.iee has heeii 
altogether droppt'd. Tliere is a likeli¬ 
hood i»f tormcT CCPA member Shiv 
* Shunker. who losi from Andhra 
Pradesh, being asked to contest the 
bycleciion from Chail f reserved) con¬ 
st iluerwy near Allahabad. iThe poll 
was countermanded due to the death 
(»f Congresa-I candidate. Union 
minister of state Dharamveer. i After 
he wins a liyelection. Shiv Shanker's 
induction into the cabinet and poss¬ 
ibly again into (he CCPA can be 
expec(ed. i Already, in (he appoint¬ 
ment of Huns Kh) Bhardwaias mints' 
ter ol state fix law, a triumph for 
Shiv Shunker is being run iced i. 


Vishwanath Praiap Singh as the 
union finance minister is bad news 
for tne wheeler-dealers who abound 
the capital. He has the bad reputa. 
(ion of being a person who does not 
entertain individual requests. As un¬ 
ion commerce minisier earlier I be¬ 
fore he was sent as president of the 
L'(tar Pradesh Congress Committee) 
he had refused (u mee( any indi¬ 
vidual industrialist. He did no( take 
even rhe official bungalow he was 
entitled to. Instead he lived in his 
own apartment in a multisioreyed 
building near (•reaier Kuilash in 
South Delhi and refused to have 
official engagements at home. He 
took two modrsr rooms in the Vitth- 
alhhai Patel House, and met people 
ilieie fur two hours after 7,10 am. 
licfuK* shifting to his office in the 
Udvog BlMvan. 

Viiihaihhai Patel lb use is a hostel 
for junior members of Perliament 
and government officers. If envone 
unsHvourv h.id gone to meet com* 
miTcv minister. V P Singh there, 
then It would have liccome the gossip 
of thv (own within minutes. The 
IF.NS building, which houses the 
offices ol most omsiation newspap¬ 
ers and IS thv mvvting place for 
loiirnnlists isnimf the day, is across 
(he road from Vitihalbhai Patel 
Ihiuse. No gossip reached lENS 
huilditm alKuit ihe goings-on in the 

visitors' HHtrr. of the I hen commerce 
minister. Thv bevf tallow scandal 
Iwokv (luring V.P. .Singh's teniirv in 
tiu- comitivico ministrv ;ind hv hand- 
Ivd ii giacvfiiUy As chief minister uf 
t P. thv )H>si which hv took up in 
Innv J9Ktl, V Singh did not prove 
lo Ih* an hMv adminUirator. The 
onti-dacoity campaign saw manv in> 
nocenis being killed in false vncuun. 
irrs staged by the police, who wanted 
ii> win hiuivls fmm a chief minister 
who WHS ohsvs'-vd with iiiiii-dacoity 
opernlions. The Mor.idahad riots and 
the Bvhmai massacre were the dark 
spots r>f hi* tvnuiv in l.ucknow'. He 
lesjgned his post voluni.irity after 
one such massacre and earned the 
admiration of the people. V.P. 
Singh's failure on the law and order 
front was totally ciff.set by his clean 
image. Hv whs accused of inefficient 
administration in UP. but not of 
corruption. To have selected such a 
man tn be the finance minister cer¬ 
tainly enhances the Prime Minister’s 
prestige, V.P. Singh has a popular 
tuUiiwing among his partymen in UP. 
By Arun Singh's and V.P. .Singh's 
respective appointments, in one 
stroke Rajiv Gandhi has pleased the 
majoriiy uf his partymen in UP. a 
state which has returned B2 mem ben 
to the Luk Babhi. 
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T he overuse oi che ermy for civi* 
lien duties hat become a problem 
fur the governmeni. The fourth pay 
commiition has been receiving feel¬ 
ers from the services for better terms 
of service for the officers in uniform 
than civUians. There is also talk that 
the order of precedence should he 
changed so as lo make the genenih 
above the secretaries to the govern 
ment. In such a juncture, an able 
civilian administrator is required in 
the defence ministry PV. Nara- 
simha Rao firs the bill. While the 
army hat to he used to the nation's 
advantage, the interests of the rest of 
the government employees and other 
sections of society cannoi be over 
luoked Naraaimha Rao is one person 
who can use his diplomatic skills lo 
do the kind of tightrope walking 
which the defence minister will now 
heexpecied tii do, Unfortunately, no 
junior minister has been assigned to 
him. Since thv days of .lawahurlaJ 
Nehru, defence production used to 
be under a minister of state, a prac 
(ice discarded by the Janata regime. 
India's defence production Iwse in 
vast and multifaceted One wnnders 
if the cabinet mmisier ainne will bc' 
able to look after the Urge minKiry 
which defence is. 

S.B. Chavan as home minister has 
been a good choice. Like V.P. Singh 
and Narasimha Rao. he too has a 
clean image. He has been the chiel 
minister of a large state like Mahar 
ashtra. His first priority would he io 
solve the difficult Punjab problem 
Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab 
have to be viewed together. The 
mistake of removing Farooq Ahdul* 
iah's government in Jammu and 
Kashmir cannot be overlooked now. 
The popular mandate in all the three 
seats of the Kashmir valley, which is 
the dominant part of the state, has 
gone in favour of Farooq Abdullah. 
There can be no stability in Punjab 
without normalcy in Kashmir. S.B. 
Chavan will have before hem the 
option of letting Farooq rule again 
(by the Congress*! withdrawing sup 
purl to ChuUm Mohammad Shahior 
of holding fresh elections in thv 
state, as demanded bv che Nutionol 
Conference iFarooq). Holding eiev* 
rions in Punjab is being opposed by j 
powerful lobby, which has the opin¬ 
ion of the army cupbrass lined up 
behind it. But Punjab without a 
popular government will continue to 
be a trouble-spot. 

Elections m Assam too should be 
held. It is a shame that in the entire 
seventh Lok Sabha there was no 
popular representation from a large 
part of this state because some peo¬ 
ple, who apparently do not have faith 
in democracy or in nai ional integrity. 


have been holding the government to 
ransom on the question of electoral 
rolls. If the Rajiv Gandhi re^me 
wants to show its strength, then the 
pri»hlem of Assam has to be voiced 
niong with Punjab and the people 
there allowed to exercise their 
franchise. A government held to ran¬ 
som bv threats in a one state of the 
union cannot project a strong image 
in the rest of the country. 

There has been some criticism in 
the press legaiding the appointmecit 
of Bansi 1^1 as the railway mimstei 
Suddenly ihegluM id the Emergvucv 
Is seen when a pt'rvm like Bansi l.al 
Is elevated. If thv people aicvpl the 
regime of Mrs Indira (laiidhi, with 
Sanjay Candlii as the domiMani per 
sun next to her in ihe I^U elections, 
then linn Vi esse rilv itviog wolf at the 
sight of Baiisi Lai I c annul hi* jusMtied. 
It IS iriiv that he was a hawk in Ihe 
Hmergvncv regime. But ihi*n he was 
eJvcU'd 1» thv Luk .S.iliha in IVbO and 


since the early Seventies, without 
any success. The (hen (iefenev minis¬ 
ter. R. Venkataraman. che preiieiit 
vice-president of Ind^a. made a com- 
mitmenc on the flour uf Parliament 
chut the indigenous. Mam Bail le Tank 
would roll out by the end uf ISBZ and 
an uffensive was launched aguin.st 
our report. Unsavoury suggestions 
uhom our motives were made in 
muiiviited re port t in the press and in 
private conversations ol the minis¬ 
ter Bui HK4 is over and the rank is 
nowhere in sight. A prototype, fitted 
with foreign components was praised 
bv Vvnkataiamun as the “indigenous 
I,ink “ Way iKick in 197C, Buns! Lai, 
who mav not K- a suaw and sophisti- 
edivd .IN tbe eider stoivsmen from 
Tamil Nadu, had visited ihe estab¬ 
lish niviit at Avadi where ihv project 
was on. When he hud Iwvn shown 
rnvre di a wings and ii<i tanglhJe re¬ 
sults. he had i hided thv olliceiv Six 
years laivr. his nuscvhsoi. Venkatara* 





finaiHT mtnKirr \ ,l\ Stngh llefli and drfrmv minMer N.H. I hasMi 


in I9K4 he led the C»ngress(|) to a 
victory in all Ihe seats m 

Haryana, considered to be stron¬ 
ghold of Devi Lai. presently in the 
DMKP. formerly of the Janata Party 
(a vetera n of many defectiems >. Ba n s i 
Lai as the chairman of che Par- 
liamvnisirv Estimates Committee in 
the wars he was kepi out of power 
(19^KS> made the committee pro¬ 
duce more reports than any previous 
chairman. He may be rough, but he is 
efficient If Haryana has prt^^sed. 
Bansi Lai has a fair share of credit to 
comer. As the defence minister, he 
acquitted himself well. One incident 
would illustrate how efficteni a 
minister he was when he held the 
defence portfolio 
Si NiMY bad reported in 19B2 how 
the Main Battle Tank iMBTl project 
of (he army has been dragging along 


man, could not set* through the gume 
which the efficienl Bansi l.al bad 
detected in 1976. 

As railway minister. Banal Lai's 
efficiency combined with his firm 
ness is bound to improve the govern- 
menr's image. 1( may he said that it 
was fascist Benito Mussolini who 
equated the performance of the gov¬ 
ernment with the train timings. The 
common man notices the running of 
tr.ins. which affects him and is not 
concerned with higher things. To this 
extent, the running of trains on time 
is important. The previous miniBier, 
Ghani Khan Choudhury, had iRi' 
proved the passenger services. At 
ieast in DelhL the baking office was 
streamlined and tickt'^N on trunk 
routes were available at siiurt notice. 
But he earned on hts light again si 
the buieaucracy to ii pviNunal ex- 
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tent. So much sn thiit raiJway board 
chairman Raghiivan» nnce (*hani 
Khan'b blue-eyrd person, became a 
villain on the election eve and the 
minuter >vunled him cached. Frime 
Mini^ier Raiiv (*andhi had inter 
vened und reversed ihe ministiT's 
tirdrrs. rvrhap> one id ihe reiisons 
which ciiniribmed tn (;ham Khan\ 
eKclminn frnm the cabinet was the 
way ii> which he dealt wiih the olfic- 
ers. Bunsi LuTs firmru*cc combined 
with the im.ipinatrve iipproach of hie 
minister of state. Madhaviao Scin 
dia, can improve the luiictioiitn^ ol 
the railways 

Abdul OhaCoor. who hv virtue id 
the alphabet icul lisl^ is placed neci tn 
the Hrime Minister m the cahiiiH 
list. IS a ceasoned politician A for 
cnei chief minisier »| Bdiai. he had 
pone out of Mrs Indira (iandhi's 
piirtv had relumed iwo vears back. 
He was made .1 ueneial sec 1 el ary »> 
the A ICC* hiNt veat and his imiusiun 


being pnijetied as (he pany's Mu*< 
lim leader. 

('hafoor. who was at his hotel, wus 
summoited by Kesri over the tele* 
phone 10 ihe MhanmukhananJa Hall 
and Stmt to the CWC meeting. On Ihe 
day ol Ihe swcaringin uf the new 
w.uY learn. Kes'i i|uie(Iy sal in ihe 
last low of (he disiinguished gather 
mg ai the* Ashoka Hall, flanked by 
AlCC general secretary G. Karup* 
piah MiKipanar. Kombay party chief 
Murli Ds'ora and youih Congress 
geoeral secretaries Anand bharma 
and IMuprasad Rov. When Alidul 
(•h.if(Hn \ hams* was called nut. Ke>ri 
iHvmed Whv was Arun Nehru sitting 
m I hr la si row of seals where the 
ministers desigiiare sat. he was 
asked. '‘Let us sre. ^ veryihing would 
become clear sonn.** he replied. 

In Abclol Ghafour's selection, a 
poriion of K.ijiv Gandhi's maiden 
ad ill ess u> a Cnngrc-ss session be- 
4 a mc' i r le s »mi i At 1 hr Ik imihj v AlCC. 


some important task. 

K.C. Pant has become the cabinec 
minister for education. Margaret 
Alva, who wa$ largely responsible for 
ihe fomaiion of the “Mahila Con* 
gross," has become a minister. Rajiv 
Gandhi would have liked former 
West Bengal chief minister. Siddhar* 
f ha Shanimr Ray to get a party ticket 
But both Pranab Mukherjee and 
Ghani Khat} Choudhury opposed this. 
Ray contested as an independent 
candidate from Darjeeling and 
finished a poor third. The results 
show that if Ray had been (be Con* 
press candidate, than the CPl(M) 
could not have wrested this seat. If 
that were so, then in West Bengal 
both the CP 1 (M| and the Congress 
would have won 17 seats each in the 
Lok Sabha (cheCongress now has 16 } 
and the psychological impact of (his 
on the state's poliiii\ can be well* 
imagined. While Rajr Gandhi hud 
allowed his senior parry colleagues 


.In ihv u’lu k« and hnnsiMi* miniMer is 

.k cimhI (hdicc While A B.A Ghani 
Khan Ch<»u(jhurv is p«ipular m M«iK 
da. Ws’st bciiu.il. hctaiinoi be s<iid 1<* 
n tMiscm ihv Muslirnv Abilul Ghu 
fiHu’s •«ums |i,u 1 iivcu on (he aNCciul 
» lkC VMKC (KtmIkT l‘Jk.l. ulU'l) the 
AIl'C M.'s'inn uMs held at Bnmtiav 
Alxlni Kehm.in .\m(u 1 .iv tiad sudden* 
In Ih’ 1'11 in«Kit* ,111 uii iitv (>» the uoi k* 
mu 11111(111 IIIt*t* nit't'iings There nvi's 

i< «.«Titrru«ni ht -Mnn* pain men. p.irii 

tiil.oK M.iIi.m. ntui.i ihiel mimsiei 
\ ,isaMUlad.i I’.iril Mk’nmK trcaMiiei 
ol .\K t . so.naii) ktsii. miMiU'd ibt' 
idi.iili.li Mutiil l>[iaiiMir he rn.iiU* ah 

IllMU i .\s hell. «o Uuil \ a*MUll 

tl.iila iViiil u.n p,uil»til .lu nupn.'''* 
loll ini>nIiI mmI uiov. iImi ^mMlal ttas 


he had ti<;seidH.*d the party as a 
lianyan tree, which was about to be a 
hiiiidied years old. Referring to 
I him* who had left the party os’ei the 
Seats, lie s.iitl the tree had shed many 
leaves and manv branches had 
spiouied (film iis riMs. With this 
indicatioji bv Rniiv (^ndhi. a phase 
began when people who had left ilie 
Congievs ol Mrs Gandhi due to dif* 
ferences either with her 01 primarily 
wiili tai«* Sanjay Gandhi, were given 
inipoitance again, Beside.s Abdul 
<*haf<.or. A K Am him v was mada an 
AlCC gimeral secretary last year. 
West Bengj*swell-known youth lead* 
e<. bin a Kanjan Das Muiishi, who 
b.n l•(ur»led lu Paiii.uiirni after a 
lapse of ss'V'vn vvais. is lH>uud to get 


(o go against his wishes on the poll 
eve, ha may also have remembered 
the Ray episode also while dropping 
Mukherjee and Choudhury from his 
cabinet. 

Among the old urgunisationdi 
faces, a young lawyer from Madras, 
P. Rangarajan Kumaramangaiam. a 
former president of the National Stu¬ 
dents' Union of India and later a 
Youth Congress leader, has won from 
Salem. Son of former minister Mohan 
Kumaramangaiam, Rangarajan has 
of late been active in the trade union 
field. He may be among the old 
hands which Rajiv Gandhi may like 
to put (o work soon. 

<X the Yuuth Congress leaders, 
huth Arif Mohamaiad Khan and Ghu* 
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A TVS SO XL can save you 
a lot more than you think. 

Tiere’s an eaay way of saving yourself a lol of troubte.And still 
do your bit for easing the Fuel Crisis. Listen to a mar> 
who kr>ows. "I do e lot of running around every day. But. 
no sweat tts real easy going on my TVS. Easy on your 
pocket. Easy on your poor feet. You know, for its size, 
the TVS sure carries a lot of weight. Sturdy as a horse. 

And it can trot along, even up a slope, at quite 
a lively pace. And just look at Its vital statistics. 

60 km. per litre. A max. speedof45kmph. 

.epaylotf of 135 kg. Best of alU no longer 
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)am Nabi have b«ea retained. 
Arif ha> been giveii the iin^riani 
portfuiio o( mdusuy and company 
affairs. GhuJaai Nabi is in pariioinen* 
(ary affairs. Twu uthei yi;uih leaders, 
Oscar Fctn«iidea and Alniied Paid, 
have become parJiameniuiy secieiai* 
ies. Theiv aic many Yuuih ('ongie»s 
MPs Hum iYC president Tai nj Anwar 
has beett (relected front Kaiihar in 
Bihai. He imKht continue in ihe orga¬ 
nisational post, unless inducted into 
the auvernmenr. Himarhal Pradesh 
does not have any miuiMers at pre* 
sent. The foimer Himachal louriim 
minisier Chandtesh Kumari, who has 
come to the Lok Sabha now or youth 
leader and youngest evei Rajya 
Sabhemembei Auand ^heiina might 
figuie in the lece lor a guvernmeikt 
ptisilion 

Vhe leiuin at Vugeudia Mekwana 

10 the ininisu) will be welcomed He 
piosed his iiieiiit the* days a» (he 
iijiiustei ot stale lui home undei 
iiymij 4ail Singh in the 
(H^iiod Many piobiema of the home 
iNimsii y began with his rail from the 
miiiisljy. He ha.« been assigned ihe 
IKirtfoJjo of health. Mohsina Kidwai 

11 the cabinet minister above him, 

N.K.P. Salve's exclusion has sur- 

priied many. Pei haps he was devot* 
ing moiH lime to the organisational 
mat tens in ihe Cricket Control Board 
then in the steel rmnistry. Vasant 
Sethe« the proponent of the presiden 
tial form of government, is being 
asstsied by Natwar Singh in steel, 
mines and coal. Vasenr Sathe has 
made it clear that Ntoel would entire¬ 
ly be IcH'Ked after by the junior 
minister. The oifurcaiion of the ener¬ 
gy min i «n y. sc n d irjg coal to steel a nd 
mines, linking power with his old 
department, irrigaiion and separat¬ 
ing petroleum will make administra- 
cion' of these departments simple. 
Similarly, the delinking of company 
affairs from law and justice (now 
placed undet the respected berriatec 
and former law minister. Aahok Sen) 
and linking it with industry is a step 
towards streamlining the administra¬ 
tion, The creation of a separate 
ministry for women and social wel* 
fore under Congress parliamentary 
board member Margatban Chan- 
drashekhar and assigning sports to a 
junior minuter (Joychandru Singh) 
may show that sports will not occupy 
the cabinet's rime to the extent it did 

in the past few years (while no taogil* 
le results were produced apart from 
the cricket World Cup mn). 

The information and broadcaating 
portfolio has been given to V.R 
Cadgil, minisier of state with ind^ 
penMnt charge. Gidgil was a good 
parliameniorian till be became the 
minuter for defence production is 


The Secret List 


H um secret arts the lilt of new 
ministers kepi on 31 Decern* 
ber? Tbou^ phom coUk went out 
to ministerial pfobebles around 
4.4S pm that day. they were only 
told to come lo tte Ashofce Hall. At 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the cabinet 
secretary Knshnaswainy Reo Sahib 
was heard exclaiming to the prin¬ 
cipal secretary to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Dr P C- Alexander. ** 80 , even 
you don't know?" 

Two minutes before Prime Miais* 
ter Rajiv Gandhi reached the Aiho- 

(he hmeigeii^y (ujmjoi B«i»t Laii He 
opposed Satijay Gandhi aflei (he 
1977 debark. *'A 94-year-s^id paiiy 
has been destroyed by a 29 >eai-old 
buy.” Cadgil had thundered in ine 
AlCC sessiuii held in blew Deim's 
Mavlanker Hall io May 1977. He 
leiurned to Ihe Cungressfl) laiei and 
Mrs Candhi had mven him (be cuui- 
fliunicaiions pori^io. He has a clean 
image. His tenure in the information 
and broadcasting mmistry may pro¬ 
duce some good copy for journalists, 
as illustrated aboM. 

W hal will be the direction of Ihe 
new wave govei luueiK? In hu 
Bombay AlCC >i>eech, Rajiv Gandhi 
had said thai he laid emphasis on the 
fact that 7S jsei ceiil of the country’s 
population was below the age ^ 
Sixty three pei cento! the electoiaie 
which elected him with the largesi 
ever mandaie for an Indian leader 
was of (his age group. The hopes 
kindled, thcrefoie. are not only 
great, but they have been kindled in 
young hearts. This ts an age group 



Area Nhru 


ka Hail (the message must have 
been flashed as soon os Kis car 
entered Rashtrapati Bhavan) Dr 
Alexaadar took out some typed 
sheets from his pocket and beck¬ 
oned to the miciiateriil probables 
asking thorn to move to the bog 
meant for the ministers designate, 

(o the left of the President's chair. 

They all filed in one by one. 
When Arun Nehru reached the box, 
he wes politely told to take 1 seat in 
the bock rows, meant for the junior* 
most minioters. 

whole heajibuJiOiig coiiius easily. 
Massive adiiuiiistiatlve refoiuis may 
be new«ssai> before the govartiment 
can iDovi in a paniculai direction. 
Die fact thai K.P bfiigh Deo has 
been assigned ih« depaiiineiii of 
peisoAiiel and admiiiisciauva i«- 
forma shows ihai some luajor 
changes ai« on (he cards. With the 
departure of R.K. Dhawan and the 
entire old team of Mrs Indira Gen* 
dhi's personal staff (including per* 
sonal physician. Di K.P Mathur) Ra* 
jiv Gandhi seems 10 have decided to 
begin on a clean alaie aftei making a 
clean sweep al the bus! mas. 

Ihe appojiunieiil of Uiiee pa< 
liauieiiiary secieiaries is significant. 
Now there is a political bureaucracy, 
with a clean image, which will exer¬ 
cise ibe powers of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. In the DBA and in France the 
system 1$ somewhat similar. Rajiv 
Gandhi, without changing into (he 
presidential form of government for 
the present, seems to be moving 
away from the Brinsh adnunistrative 
system, which is n'>w in vogue, to the 
systems closer to the American and 
French ones. V. George, his personal 
aide. wiU take Dbawan’s position, 
but the powers enjoyed by Dhawan 
may never be given to George. In the 
USA there must be some person 
holding the post of private secretary 
to the American resident But he 
becomes a controversial figure. In 
George, Rajiv Gandhi has an aide 
who can be efficient without getting 
into controversies. A. new wave gov¬ 
ernment has been launched with 
high hopes. Bui hopes ore the biggest 
enemy of those who do not perforin 
well In his iainiBtry*making. Rajiv 
Gandhi has shown that he is an able 
Prime Minister. The performance of 
this miniiiry is whit will matter 
ultunotely. not iu initial, glittering, 
image. 


.V Jtftm ' 
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Why the Opposition Lost 


il mis u vultfor the integrity of th(t country 



4:ouriesy the lului^u li«vum Only 
from Gujarat has it picked up u seat 
on its uwii The CPt(M) has fared 
poorly in it> Uastions, We»t Bengal 
and Kerala In Kerala, the CPUM)> 
led front has been almost routed, the 
party hseif picking up nnlv one seal. 
In West Bengal, the Left Front has 
fa<ed humiliatiun, the Congress!I) 
having picked up 16 of the 42 seats. 
Hie nuii'CHlM) partners of the l>*ft 
From. CPI. Forward Bloc and the 
Kuvolutiouaiy Socialist Variy havi 
noi fated pourly in Wc'.>t Bengal This 
perhaps ^hows that 'he sou was 
primarily agaiiisl the cHlM). 

The uppoMiiun has hveo cunsuied 
i»y thi people Whaievti iAplanatmii 
Oise may try tu provide now, the 
nation has with a lesnuiiding man* 
date said that it would not tolerate 
disintegration either of the cuuniry 
or nf the pulitical system. The nppnsi* 
tiun III] today is paving the price fnr 
the failure of the Janata experiment. 
In 1977, the people had given the 
non-Congiess parties «i m.iiiJkiti. ’.t> 
rulv tlu mrniry lorlive yvui Ui h> 
Due tn the Junulo .Npln lu ,lui> 197^ 
the iM'opIc gni «iri <*ppcniunily lu 
change the goseiiniunt carlici than 
the cunsiiiutKmally sti pula led five 
vear pvnod. The reelectnm of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi in I960 in effect 
meant acceptance of the role which 
she assigned to her srins, at first 
San jay Gandhi and latei Rhjiv Gan¬ 
dhi. In voting fur the Congress, the 
people voted fur stabiliiv. The fai¬ 
lure of the opposition to provide a 
one-to-one fight, or even to put up 
candidates with the same manifesto 
jii all the constituencies ut this vast 
country, was seen by the people as a 
sign of weakness. 

It would be wrong to say chat the 
Congress(l> won because of a "Hindu 
backlash,“ as is being said by a large 
section of the press. Such a backlash 
would have been possible if the Hin¬ 
dus were communal per se. But 
Hinduism by its very nature 1$ secu* 
tar. Had it not been so, then India 
would not have bean the only couti' 
cry outside the communist world 
which does not have a state religion. 
If India is secular, then it is because 
the majority wants It to remain so. 
And the majohry in this country 
comprises Hindus. The backlesh, u 
any. wai national. Whan Hindus 
ware baing killed in Punjab, there 
was no backlash. 


hciu-vL-r you s«^« cul 

HmJBaour, 

This iupyliiie wus 

m^dc* famous for the 
piiini firm. Jerisun und Nkholson 
I which empinyed Arun Nehru till 
19k] I. by the advertising agency, 
Kvdifhision (which was hired by the 
Cungrcss-l fui the pull campaign). 
IronKally, this may well liecomethe 
oppu'iition's punchline in the eighth 
LuK Sobha. The lender of the largest 
uppusitinn giuup, the Telugu Desam. 
N.T Kiinio Kau. has directed hk 
p.my MFn lo dun yellow clothes 
when ihcs >u in Farliomciil. The 2B 
iiKnil>i‘i% m yellow clothe' will form 
I Ik Ui. si Heciioii of the iOu 
memUei .ippoMtiuti and sit oi. the 
extreme loft nf the House The next 
Urgent group will be the CPI-M. with 
22 members. The former ruling par- 
tv, Janata, with ten members would 
have the *iatisfnctimi of not being 
i^mnng ihe iingle-Jigii repreHenta- 
imnv in the Houm*. The CPI with six, 
iliv Giiiiuie’kHih) with four, the Dalit 
Mnztiocn Kisdti Party iDMKPi with 
lliiev. ihc Bharatiya Janata Party 
ihJP) with iwo and the CongrevstJl 
with iiv lone member, Babu Jagjivan 
K,im. will fuim a part of the opposi- 

lUlll. 

I .iroiin AlHluiiah's National Con- 
lerviicv h«i^ won ihe same number of 
w.its tK I hr DMKP and une more 
ih;in ihv H I 1’—the two national par 
Iir>* winch hud sabotaged opposition 
niiiiv imive^ in 1963 by prematurely 
Punching the Nathmal DemucratJc 
Alliiitice and ihus tried lu "dumin- 
.lU'" the oppo^iliuii scene by imtling 
.1 sell btykd fair uccnmpfi before the 
lesi of the opposition parties. By 
vdiiic pnetic iustice. the DMKP has 
w'oM three seats~(u symbolise Che 
d.tUi, the ma?dn<ir and the kisan 
which this party wanted to represent. 
None of the Janata Party defectors 
wliu jumped on the Chaudhary Char- 
•iti Singh bandwagon on 2 October 
last year and launched the DMKP 
luive been returned. The Janata Par- 
which was considered as the 
* '«eakiing" among opposition par- 
lies. has nut only won ten seats, bur 
has picked up seats from Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh. Karnataka, Mahar¬ 
ashtra. Bihar and Orissa, thus reflect¬ 
ing a national chiricter. 

The CongreiiiS), the other "un¬ 
touchable*’ in the eyas of the ‘^dotnl- 
pani** Jvaders. has pfeked up seats 


iiwni Kerala. Andhra Pradesh amt 
Maharashtra. The BJP has been 
routed in its hasiiunv, Delhi, 
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. The seal from Andhra 
Pradesh which the BJP has won is 
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Only whtn iIk Pi jmc Minis* 
ter af.sas .mjtod did iht r.aiion 
8t;ind u|' t<' rhc (K<'a>iun 


The 1984 *cidiu r & >ctdici lor 
natiunui niicsraiinn fhe apiiovUio.. 
pailie^ werti aik«iblv lo d(:Und them- 
seivca when Kaiiv (hindlii .iiuckcd 
(hem lot ilu'ti s>mpjlhy lur (h< Aka- 
li Dal In a sixulat vounirv oni. 
woudfci' *1 an.v pnlttieal part) can be 
ftuided by hi^fi piivscs. i> the ca.se 
with the Akali Dai The uTcuriCesby 
Rajiv Cundhi to the Anutidpar Sahib 
ri'Solutiou in his speeches ina> not 
have been uiitltr^tuod hy Jk mnMcv» 
but (hcv undcrsuiod one ihiriK* the 
integrity u( (ht naimn was heing 
imperilled liv j particular sectiim of 
the pc/| l< in a sensitive harder 
state. Thi vcrihci wus Kivvn against 
fh« upp'iMii^ii iKkaus<* ihe> cnuld 
iu*i vSpLin whs ihr Akali l>al had 
r)« 1 iior.r c'nuinil Uy ihc^ni toi hav 
tailed rn Khaliuan ':|o(;an; 
b' lnj, ’•«fr d -r Rn.*Mli I he 'ipposj 
, i*in IT' f 11 ' rra J that it wa" 

(( p«nMilc a l atilitinii cnvern* 
uii in. if vlvtu*il I ne Janat;. experJ* 
vine was .(kIi I hat the people cvuld 
not avvepi iliis |iii«* either 

That brings iis tu the queelian 
wheihi'i the uppusiUoii has realised 
Its iii\'v(ak\ 1 I be Jaiiaia Kind's 
tirvbiand Mi nvial sciu'lais. <»vtiifir 
I'uniaades lias said rhat with the 
p«irlutTnc;>iak'v l .rum not .is.oipbir r 
the vppovitinr' e*i^ua pailiamiiitaiv 
lora vvdiild K snjglit it* lepiisrnr 
IK'Oplc's ^nct iiUwrr. The <ippts»i(ion 
ccitai'ilv has Im ku'p ills goveir.mrnt 
under piessut'' Bni wlivn the people 
give a pnrlunnenir.rv mandate, talk 
of vKlra pailjameinars lora withir a 
week of ihf. lesiilis l>eing declared 
may not be icpiesemniK the mot«d ol 
the people Tiu: Karnataka chief 
minister. Karrakrishra Heedc. has 
said that unny cffo''ts shrmjd he 
abunOoned and the opp«)5ilion par¬ 
ties shmiid come together on n prog¬ 
rammatic bai^is. Thi: i n sane supgt*; 
don. tomiiig from a (.erson who ha*, 
created high stanuards of political 
moraliiv bv resigning suun after the 
Tanaia Pnrlv (aicd badly in tho ■•ok 
Sebhe polls in his Mate. (Not only 
that, in (he caretaker government, 
which he formed ai the request ol (he 
Governor, he did not include any of 
the five mlnistvts who had Inst the 
Luk SahliJ polls I 

But will the oiipnsiltoii be able (o 
unite nil is,suvs of ideology? Will the 
petsniialiiy and ego pioblems be 
overcome? These arc the |>roblems of 
a generation oi leaders who arc 
octogenarians and septuagenarians. 
The 1984 mandate has ouiiied this 
generation. Onlv people like Hegde 
and Chandra Shekhar, who are in 


their late Hftie.s. can hope tv offer a 
chalknge tu the young ITime Mmiis- 
lei. The wav 'he governmeni is being 
jun initially, for the first six months 
It may he j^udem for the opposition 
111 let Rajiv Gandhi exercise the 
might of the mandate he has re 
ivr.cd Aficr six monihs. if there arc 
lapses, the oppusMion would he with¬ 
in Its rip^ts to lump into the fray all 
over again and point out lo the 
people the (allacv of their judgment. 

When tren^of the results came in 
on 2K December, the first major 
uppositiun leader to win was K,P. 
Lfnnikrishnan of the CotigrcssfS) 
from Bod agora in Kerala. This was 
also a somewhat poetic verdict. Dn- 
mkrishnan had been fighting for 
opposition unity rvlentlcssly. He 
iidviicatcd coalition politics. He 
’.•'anted the CongreAsrSl. which is a 
purtv of Congressmen who disagreed 
primarily with &iniay Gandhi, to 
retain its identity. Bv being among 
the firsi iO to win. not only did he 
keep the CongressfS 1 name alive, but 
also became a fourth tcim parlia* 
mentdrian to grace the opposition 
benches. Along with Madhu Dandu- 
Viiic of the .lanaid and Indrajlt Guptu 
of (he CPL he will have to now 
become (he principal opposUiun 
spokesman in the Cok Sabha All 
other stalwarts have lost. The young 
voices of Harikesh Bahadur and 
Ramvjlas Paswan will not be heard in 
the sero hour of the Lok Sabha now. 
Sxtyasadhan Chakrabarty of the 
CPRM) has lost Aiul Bchari Va* 


ipayee. Ram Jethmalani, Hrainila 
Dandavati’. Chiita Basu, Kdinavlur 
Shastri and Dharam Bii $tnhd havu 
not been returned Though the Tolu- 
gu Desam has sent up a massive 
contingent, in all likelihood ilu* 
effective oppositiaii vuicv frotn 
Andhra Pradesh will be that if \ 
Kishorc Chandra Dto ol vbc Cnii* 
gresstS), a former minister, who cn 
ters his third term now. The nppnsi 
tion will have to mulch the ycmthful- 
ness of the new* Congress; D enntin* 
gent as well as the iiutuniv of the 
minister.* appointed by the Pr:m« 
Minister. The task ahead ir. arduous. 

On the evening of 28 Dceemher. 
while trends showed ihai ihcopponi- 
linn was being routed, this corre-^- 
pondent met Janata president, Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar. He was lending hy a 
small margin then. He tvill win, Mr. 
suppt>rJers said. “Even if I win, r.niy 
this heu^ie given to me as an MP will 
icmain.* ChunJra Shekhar re¬ 
marked wryly. Ho lout the election 
eventually. The Karnataka party 
office kept him informed nf the posi 
tion in the state. Whether Hegde 
should resign or not was being du 
bated. Chandra Shekhar seemed at 
lhal moment to ix his eyes noi tm the 
results which vsere coming in, btii on 
the Assembly election*: which aie 
now round the comer in nine or tun 
sutes. If the mandate again goes 
with a massive swing in favour of the 
Cungreud), then a lot of rcibinking 
will be called for 

MewOeM 
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The Dance of Victory 

celebrates the CongressflJ’s Inumph 

F riday, 28 December 1964 was not \ The marigold garlands kept pi 
iike anv other normal winter dav. I up. By mid alternoon. the grO) 


I iike any other normal winter day. 

biting chill in the air was not 
su'ficiani to dampen the spirits of 
th) Cnngresa(I) followers. As the day 
ro led by and as news of Congress(l) 
cr^:ididates leading in most of the 
C(**4Sl;tuencies trickled in Congres* 
n sympathisers went wild with 
T.' ept Rajiv Gandhi who main* 
tsitned a serene composure even as 
n^■ vs of Congress(l) victories started 
p<^ jfing in. 

hut The rest of the country, particu* 
Jiiiiy Delhi exploded in an orgy of 
ct’icbruiion. The Congres$(I) victory 
h.>d not Just been a Undihde as the 
np’imists hod predicted, it had 
umod the proportions of an ava* 
jxi'chCi bi^' yiog deep the hopes of a 
<^riinnod opposition. Ridtng high on 
rill victory wove were the victors, 
seine among them even a bit 
npiirehensive of so overwhelming a 
au>'cess Was the Congrcssil) boat 
wMch Rajiv Gandhi had steered 
tl M>ugh uncertain seas now over 
111 ded> This thought and many such 
;ip:irchensions muM have crossed the 
m id of India'.s youngest ever Prime 
M.oisier^who is also the first Prirnc 
oisrer from the postOndependent 
<<. he sat m number one Safdar 
J. kg Road on that historic Friday. 


The marigold garlands kept piling 
up. By midafternoon. the ^ound* 
swell of joy had manifested itself in 
boisterous hhangras throughout De¬ 
lhi. The astute hawkers with faddoos 
and pedas made iheir little fortunes 
outside the city's seven counting cen 
tres. Young men on bicycles and 
motor cycles roamed the city irium* 
phantly. 

However, there wes an air of res¬ 
trained joy in the Prime Minister's 
house Rajiv Gandhi's ascent to 
prime ministership had been free 
from violence and bloodshed. 
Moreover. Mr Gandhi does not pub¬ 
licly demonstrate his feelings. Even 
when the news came in that he was 
ahead of his sister-in-law. Menaka 
Gandhi, by a huge margin, his re* 
sponse was more akin to a happy 
shrug of the shoulder. 

The enigmatic half smclc of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi did, however, broaden 
into something like a grin when he 
addressed people on the afternoon of 
29 December at Gol Methi Chowk. 
down ihv mad from where he lives. 
Assembled on the ten feet high plat- 
furm. hurriedly pul lugether the day 
before, were Delhi's seven beaming 
victors and gloriously attired Buta 
Singh in pink and red Rajasthani 
pogree 


The Prime Minister's smiles that 
day were mostly directed cowards 
the women supporters who could not 
restrain themselves from breaking 
into a bftangra: *‘Aaj mere vira da... 
(today is my brother's victory)," they 
sang. After his speech Rajiv Gandhi 
went to them and greeted them. 
Earlier, Mr Gandhi had given a spe¬ 
cial word of thanks to the women and 
youth of the country. He was prob¬ 
ably one of the few people to realise 
that it would be the woman's vote 
which was going to propel him to¬ 
wards so big a victory. The Prime 
Minister had read the tiny writing on 
the wall which was invisible to so 
many—especially both astrological 
and pr>litical pundits. 

Mr Gandhi, an everybody knows, is 
not a man of too many words. The 
one gesture which showed his joy at 
the results was when h« went up for a 
joy ride over Delhi Perhaps, up 
there in the skies he is so familiar 
with, the half-smile realised its full 
potential It was not for nothing that 
Mr Vishw'abandhu Gupta sent up the 
Fcllinicsque 60-fc high balloon in the 
shape of the Cungrcssdj hund from 
Safdarjang airport lo loom large over 
the capital. Mr Gandhi’s son, Rnhul 
and friends watched this ascent of 
the white taffeta silk apparition with 
unconcealed glee. Never had there 
been such a balloon over Delhi, nev¬ 
er had there been such a victory. 

The rest of the Congressmen did 
not wail until Saturday to celebrato. 
The third round of counting was not 
yet over at the UPSC (Union Public 



iHiimk ihv PM's KtHisc 










COVrRSTORY 


Service Commission) counting booth 
for the New Delhi parliamentary con¬ 
stituency won by Mr K.C. Pant, when 
the bhangra dance began and the 
small group of BJP supporters began 
to leave. 

Outside Bal Bhavan—the counting 
booth for the more difficult Chandni 
Chowk seat (contested by J.P, Aggar- 
wal of the Congress(I) and Sikandar 
Bakht of the BJP) it was like a me/a. 
Restraint had completely vanished 
by 3.30 pm. People were smuggling 
in /addoo.r into the counting booth. 
Young men danced in a fren^. espe¬ 
cially when the TV cameras were 
being focused on them. There were 
garlended paper and metal 'hands'— 

the Cungress(I) symbol—bobbing in 
the air. as were shimmering brocade 
party flags. The BJP workers had 
long fled, or rather had been made to 
flee. The young Congress!!) men. 
mostly in their lace teens and sport¬ 
ing Amitabh Bachchan hair cuts, 
were chanting tauntingly, “Arak 
go,VO. krimal Ire phoot par latak 

! oya.“ They were referring to the 
osing BJP cfirdidate. Sikandar 
Bukhi who was not able to muster the 
considerable Muslim vote of the 
area. 

People were jubilant by the time 
we reached Pusa Institute, the count i 
ing bouth fur the Kerol Bagb consti* 
luencv “Why ask?" replied e young 
man on a bicycle outside the institute 
when we asked him where the booth 
was. "Haoth pe /ag gayee...has arrr 
kya." he added. Teenagers domin- 
«iTcd the scene. The BJP supporters . 
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bad fled from here as well. 
Meanwhile, as the results kept 
coming in. the op|K<sicion continu^ 
rn sink further and further into 
glonm. The massive mandaic for Ra¬ 
jiv Canilhi had hii them like a lH>lt of 



lightning. They had missed seeing 
the'wavc, and now they were nearly 
drowning in it. Among the opposition 
leaders tne most inconsolable was 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. He made 
it to Parliament, but virtually with 
out his party. All hu could mutter 
was: “The world has changed...He 
(Rajiv Gandhi) is just a boy." He 
remarked that the CongresH(l) had 
won the elections hy beimani (dis 
honest means); otherwise, ihv 
Chaudhury reckoned, he would have 
wun by e margin of over three lakh.i 
and not the m^sly one lakh odd 
votes. 

On the other hand. Vajpayee and 
Chandra Shekhar, who had not even 
made it to the l^k Sabha, were more 
sophisticated in then response. 
Chandra Shekhar said: “The sym¬ 
pathy wave wa.s obviously there but 
we failed to read it right ..Thu Coti- , 
gressdi bad won ihe eleciiims the 
very day Mrs Indira Gandhi was I 
assassinated." Vajpavee remarked. : 
"Wg lost the elections, but we have 
not been defeated..." Mr Vajpayee 
also said that the “clean image erf 
Rajiv Gandhi had sumethniK to do 
with the results. In 1971 It won u^ 
who rode on the crest of a wave, 
perhaps in 1904, it wa« true of the 
Congress!11..." The B.IP pn-Nident's 
sense of humour docs nut abandon 
him, even in the bleakest of mo 
menu. When a reporter approached 
him for a cnmmt nr while the results 
were coming in he said: “bo you have 
come to put my photograph with ihc 
defeated.. “ 

For a day or two ihe offices of chc 
opposition parties !iK>ked as if they 
had closed shop. The rooms wore u 
desolate look, even the faces nf tlu 
]>eonv were crestfallen. Slowly, (bey 
began to pick themselves up. The 
press conferences begun. George 
Fernandes of (he Janata Party said 
that the opposition denied as ir 
the fnrum of Parliament to ogitatr oi 
rvdrcs.s its grievances, would have to 
turn to extra-parliamentary fora in¬ 
creasingly. The Janata Party was 
now going to prepare itself for (hc 
Asscmbly elections, and they would. 
Mr Fernandes Kaid. go it alone Mt 
R.K. Hegde, caretaker chief minister 
of Karnataka, was one of the few 
among the opposition lenders to call 
for a sincere evaluation of the 
reasons for theii tlefeac. He had not 
been responsible for the debacle. 

Mr Jagjivar Ram, like Mr Charan 
Singh talked of rigging and said that 
Mr Gandhi's charge that the opposi¬ 
tion supported the Anandpur Sahib 
Resolution was also responsible to 
some extent for the Congres^l) vic¬ 
tory. 
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The Sweep 


MAHA^SHTR/^ 

W hile (he Cnnfirefss^t] popuiM 

vole in the ei(;hih Lok Sabha 
KU'Ctions in December Ubt year vicm 
Ufj in almost every Mate, including 
Aodhra Pradenh. it wem down in 
Mdhdraihtra. Despite a higher turn- 
i<kji uf voters tins time, the Congres* 
srh polled S1.24 percent of the votes i 
III I he 47 xcjts it Contested, a drup uf 
I ;'>h per cent from its share in 1980. 
v\hcn it polled S2.98 pvr cent of (he 
voles. Among the other paities. the 
CnngreesiSi which contested lSs«At» 
polled 12 . in per cent ef (he votes 
againit 1) 86 per cent in 1980. The 
K,|P which contested 20 ss&ir polled 
1(1.07 per cent of the voles ttc. agoinst 
Z7 per cunt in ISKO. The Janata 
PolIV which coniested IS teats, pol¬ 
led 7 04 per cent of the votes as 
ngainsi its share of l.OfI per cent la<f 
lime However, despiiv ihu drop in 

vnics ladled, the Congn-Nsdi adikd i 

liucc more seals to its 1980 laJly of 
40 sea us. adding to the Paris's over* 
helming presence in Purliomoni. 

The region ihat lei ihc CoRgic'4i(l) 
d i.n v/a.s Vidarbhe. ihc cotton belt 
V. inch has been sceihmg with discon- 
icni and itb backward areas crying 
hn the instituiion of a Vidarbha 
Ouvelopment Boaxl. In the rural con¬ 
st! t uunc ies w i 1 h a I arge popula i ion of 
Dalits and Muslims, like fiuldhana, 
Akole, Wa.shim. Amravatu Ward ha 
M::d Veotmal. the Congre$s(Il candi* 
daU'G had lo strucule for victory and 
I won with small margins. Unlike in 
j (ho rest of India. caMe and communal 
I f.K'iors often worked to their dis- 
i dd.’antage In Akola, for instance, 

I Am sitting MP, Madhusudan Vairale 
% i jpod through with ihe help of the 
j i.aha voles and the votes of 
I .:oriiy castes and women. His 
! oociil. the new star of the sche- 
di:]cd castes, Prakash Ambedkar, the 
r.ia*i,dson of Dr Eabasalieb Ambed- 
k.ir. p<;lle<i 1.6^.U64 voles against Mr 
S<nriik'*s 1.78.874 votes. While the 
p.iUbtA of voimg showed thoc Mr 
.Amiivcikar i^ok the Muslim and 
liudilhist votes, ihi (hiru candidate, 
ilie fiJP’s Pandurang Fundkar polled 
1.48.909 votes primarily of the Mali. 
Kundhis and other Hindus. In 
Washim« the siccing MP and union 
miniKter Chuiam Nabi Asad had to 
snuggle against a political li^t- 
wei^t Gokuldas Raihod who m- 
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SI«rcJ Power 

longs to ihv Banjnra community, in 
the maiori»v there, and won by the 
lowest margin in (he state; only 
lU.?r>9 votes. 

Devpiic propaganda by the Con 
gressiIt about it ^mg the only pany 
capable of holding India together, 
and prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
addressing no less than 21 meetings 
in Noham shire's smallcr.t towns, the 
margins of victory of oiher Congres- 
sfl> successful candidates in Chan¬ 
drapur. Chimur. Bhandara. Nagpur 
and Ramtek were net large enough 
to offset the loss of votes. Local 


successful considering (heir rclaiivo- 
Jy limited resources and reach. 
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On the whole, the opposition par¬ 
ties were unable to meet the prop¬ 
aganda blits uf the ruling pany. 
However. Sharad Pawar in Baramati 
was more than a match for the Con- 
^$s(l) candidate Shaiikarrao Ba- 
jirao Patil. Mr Pawar’s victory de¬ 
spite the last minute appearance of 
the Prime Minister on behalf of Mr 
Patil and A. T. Patil. the Congres$(I) 
candidate from the- Kolaba consti¬ 
tuency who lost his deposit, has con¬ 
tributed to the dubatc an whether 
there was a *'wavc-’ of any sort in 
Maharashtra, excluding Bombay. In 
Bombay, particularly in Bombay city, 
there was a eWar rejection of the 
Janata Party and the BJP. Dr Datta 
.Samant's victory, the- only opposirioii 
victory in Bombay, his csrablished 
his party,the Kamagai Aghadi, as thu 
patty uf the working vlaas. Cungras- 
$(l) sources have claimed that he won 
only because of ihe «vaancc uf the 
hand symbol on the ballot papers. 
But Dr Samam's other candidal us. 
h 1 s elder bi 01 he r r N. iiamunt and T. 
S. Bhortde in the Bombay North-Last 
constituency were able t» pull a 
respectable amount of votes m their 
first attempts. 

Vidarbha has priduced iwc new 
power centivs. one of Sharad Pawur 
ic-presentiiig (hv iniliidiii Murarha 
ynuths who campaigned w:ih a veni; 
once against the Cnngressi 1 } in sever 
al consuiuenucs. even in Maiath- 
wada and Prakash Ambedkar whu 
could rally the huge Dalit popnJAtion 
round him. The Dalits haw shown 
(heir disgust toi ail (he irodicionul 
leaders like the Gavals and Khobra* 
gades. The Muslims, on whom the 


candidates. In Bombay. Haji Mastan, 
who tried to impose himself as a 
leader of the poor and middle class 
Muslims got cold feet as rhe author¬ 
ities played cat end mouse with him. 
locking him up one day and releasing 
him (ho next. lie and Karim Lala, the 
other underworld leader, realised 
that discretion being the better part 
of valour decided not to contest. The 
re$uh ives a landslide victory for 
Murli Dcora in South Bombay. 

The polarisation of votes indicates 
i new trend in Maharaslitra. Till 
recently, independents used to get a 
good number of votes, but this time 

nearly all of them lost their deposits. 
Hiis polarisation gives hope to the 
opposition, particularly the Con* 
gressfS) in the coming Aaaembly 
elections. Already, cadres of both the 
CongresKS) and the BJP are strain¬ 
ing to break away from the seer 
a^usrmenr allianres 
0^ TNbp Baaiaay 


iscues, the Sharad Pawar factor and 
the Sharad Jeshi factor is’crc fairly 


opposition were hanking, voted in 
Bombay tor the Congro$.siL and in 
the rest of Maharashtra for Muslim 
candidates where there were strong 
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BIHAR 


T he Ccmisre^sil) uttm an unpre* 
cedenied viccury m Bihur s«cur 
in^ 49 111 (he ^4 seuts in the state and 
upsetting the predlcimns n( scnbes 
and pulisters. The results were 4 
reversRj of the 1977 elvetium. when 
the OkiiftresH hud itot a druhhin^ at 
(he hands of the J&nata Kiriv. In 
addition, the Con^tresstl) set a record 
for il.ieU in (his election by wimuiiK 
S7 pei cent of the popular votes. In 
the 19KC elections (he party had 
polled onlv . 1(1 per cent of the votes 
while the Jariaiu Ktrtv, its splMitei 
parties and the Lok llul to^tetherhud 
(XiJIed 411 per cent ot the votes 
Similarly, m south Uih.o. i's|wcmIIv 
III Siinlliai l*aitiaii<is and Choranait 
pm. considered to Iw (he basinm ol 
the .IharkhooJ I’ariv ,md (he Jli.ii 
kh'Oiii Miikti M«>Kh,i iIk> I onities 
SI 11 won all the skills (lom ihe leKitMi. 
deleauni; veieian trilMl leaders liki 
Sihoo Smell and N I . (loro, Sts Jli.ir 
kh.irul y«iiKluitili"« yoiiK'slrni* li«>(ii 
this n'KJoii hove losi tfreit de|xtsiis 
Such has been the scale ol victory 
that It has taken even CoiiKressih 
memlieis liv siirpri'a* ha iiisiaiue. 
Lliief nunistci C’harulrashckhar 
Sin^fu lost leii days hetme die elec 
tions, bad noi expected thal his pails 
would win ntiMv than Ci se>iis 
Coiim*c'>'>( 11 I (Mil CIS teel thai ihis 

unexpc'Cled vicioiv was the lesuli of 
an outburst auamsi die mtiKhiinn m 
(he opposin«»ii Setomllv, thes feel 
(hat it was lH*caiise the iKonde 
w.iiitcd lo see 'he iiation's riileKtiiv 
untouched, Tbudiv, the iwople did 
not w'jut j coal limn xovvriiment .it 
(he centre Ami, .ilaise .dl, it was the 
faith rc|Xised oe. the voun^ Prime 
Miilisicr llapv (mridhi hv (he people, 
who want him u» decide ihe fate of 
(he nation. Thev fmilior ai^ue that 
theic was an mitlcTcurrerit of svm* 
palhv f<illosviii^ Mrs (iandhi's assas. 
sinaiion. Kanv (randhr. capability to 
keep It uJive helped the parlv 
Even the opjMisition knew' of such a 
move to ^turner votes by expluitins 
Mrs Gandhi's absassinaium. But they 
hardly expected a near rout in the 
scute which traditionally has re* 
muined an anii*Cnn|&ress bastion. 

What henet'ited the ruling party 
was the infighilng in the upposition. 
For example, the CPI national coun 

cil secretary. Mi JaKamiath Sarkvi. 

aiMiounced that the CPI would woik 
fur the defeat of fCarpoori Thakur, 
the DMKP leader^in Samestipur. Mr 
Thakur» who has an unbeaten past, 
loll TO I CongresKl) lightweight. 
Ramdeo Rai, by a huge margin of 
over 1,80.000 voiee. Mr Jagjivan 
Rant, who pleved hit old election 
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u.miv. s|HM( a couple ol dass iheiv 
.nul iltsinbmed inoMev .nmnig his 
ctUi'iv and luckily sNiuyc*d ,i clcleat 
lo Sas.iiam llf> iiiaiuni n( viciorv 
dwonllrd lo I.4IK) coles (his nme 
11)1 ( PI. wliicli i.nelv laced iiiicinal 
divs«*MsiMii dmiric die eletinms. was 
divided on caste hoes and ils mem 
Ih ' I s e 1 lai w •«! ked t oi 1 he | >ai (v c aiidi. 
dale's defe.il Om of Ms six siiimi: 
scMis die |Mr(\ ioold leiam insi one. 
tmleMini: die lesi in itH* i'onuressi ll. 
Ihe HJI*. alieii.iled liv Msc.uhv. (he 
KSh. diew .1 bUmk 'Ihe KSS volun 
lc*t'rs ad nc'lx hniKlitlni dietoogies 
Mil III (heeledMills The Jjiuii.i Pm 
(V. wlmh won eight scMts iii PiMl.was 
.ilmest a iruiK.iled imrtc InJIowing a 
senes <il d«Mc*ciii>ns and splits 
A im iMg I he w I n ik*i s hi l be op{x isi i u hi. 
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Mr Vijay Kumar Mishra. xon of f. 
mer railway minister L.N. Mish 
won the Darbhanga seal un a OM) 
ticket with the help of his unde j 
CongresMlf leader. Jjganiiath M 
hre. defeating Ihe Congress(J) 
and uiunn minister Harinath Mishi 

In Nalanda, the CH wun becai 
iis candidate. Vijay Kumar Yad. 
had the vule benefit uf the fi| 
i>e(weeii ihe Congressdi's Pank 
Kumar Sinha and The BJP's S Vo 
wamohan Choudhury, buih of who 
were kurmis. in Chapra. the Jan.i 
candidate Ram Bahadur Singh is 
Kajpui and all his three upponee 
were* Yadavas; hence the caate vi 
in this Yadav.dominaied cnnatiim 
cy split In Darhhanga. it wav a fix 
between Brahmins. In Gopalgan.i, T 
light lietwecii u Brahmin and a hh 
mihm is a frcipient pbenomenun. K 
Pamlev leads the Bi.ihmins while A 
Hai Ihe h/iiirmha/s 

However, leaving local issu 
.iMd<\ the all i>vivasivc caste fad< , 
wsirkc'd 111 an unusual wav ihia iin'' 
The K.Mpuis. Ill til Clio cniisidered 
Iw* the .laiuila Party's vniehun' 
switched (hell loyaltv lo thu Cniigrr 
sill. The Yiidavas, who are normal 
with die lA*k Ual ot the op|>osiii' 
(Mines, also vnieu hv ;iiul large • 
l/liH tor (he (ufiiig party Accordn 
(M .1 DMKP leudvi. die Yad.ivas M 
ciilcd iml lo sup|X>ii aiiv oi il 
opposite Ml Ic'.idcis Ntiice (bey wc 
(Mni V.Kl.tvas. The Rajputs anil Yiul 
vas KMiied (he Coiigressrii hv ai. 
laige nml so did a mopiriiy oi rh I 
li.nii.ms, I he Bihai governnu'ii i 
.iw«nc of an eiosiun in ihc Musli . ! 
support to (he niliiig pai< I 
mmnmiet'd the inclusom ot Aiism 
III the umiexure of ilie scheduli 
castes m the eleciion vear. wim 
would entide (hem lo avail of i 
Nervation facililies in governmei 
jobs. Muslims constitute alioul 11 (x 
cent of the population in Bihai. Ti, 
Hrahminsias utual. stood behind d 
('oiigicssili, 

A|>.iri from this, the Congresst 
resorled to booth capturing as wc' | 
It Iwcame evident in Aurangab.i 
where a minister of state himself no i 
dices a charge uf snatching the bolii | 
pulwrs and stamping it in favour < { 

t h e Cl mgresst 11.1 n M u zaffa rpu fro' 
where Mr LP. Sahi won, dUre w; 
Urge'tcale rigging and booth captu 
ing while the pre siding officers ope 
Iv alioyved it At a booth 
Damachak. five peuple voted fro 
around 700 voters there. In mary 
(he other bouthsthe Congress! I 
porters were seen virtually mannb^ 
(he bcHiihs while the insecure presu 
iiM end polling officera were ju 
tuent ipectatm s 
Tatars Mnire, RetM 
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recently said that he wuuld work to 
ensure Mr Solanki did not become 
minister ior another term. 

The tnii'Congre&s feeling was said 
to be gaining strength in many pacts 
of the state like Saurashtra due to 
the tension between the Patels, 
alienated from the ruling parly on 
the one hand and the Kshacriyaa who 
form an important plank of Mr 
Solanki*s mass base on the other. 
Since 19SQ« nine byelections to the 
state Assembly were held, of which 
five were lost by the Congrexs(l>. In 
the Luk Sebha bypoll fur the Porban* 
der seat, the birthplace of Gandhiii, 
the ruling party had won only be* 
cause the opposition parties failed to 
put up a common candidate. Rein* 
forcing rhe feeling chat the Cungres- 
St I) was losing ground were reports 
of opinion polls conducted before the 
death of Indira Gandhi that the sup¬ 
port for the Congress. 11 in the state 
then stiiod at about i7 pec cent. 

T he CungressU) countered the 
combined opposition onslaught 
by a three-pronged siiaiegy Prodded 
by (he Stdanki group, the high com¬ 
mand tiumiruiied the same people 
who had won in 19BU The caste 
factoj was not ignored too. In 19BD. 
candidates had been selected under 
whai has now becume known ai the 
KHAM vtraTegv, the nominees most 
Jv belonged to the kshairiva, harijan, 
adivasi and Muslim communities^- 
which logether constitute some 70 
pel ceiu of the elcclurate However, 
three sitting MHs, Hiralal Paimer, a 
hanjan leader from Patan iSC), 
Amrut Patel from Gandhinagar and 
Ramji Mavani from Rajkot were re¬ 
placed by members from the same 
communities. Mr Farmer« who be¬ 
longed to the dissident group, joined 
the BJP. Amrut Facel, g Bombay- 
based builder had incurred the dis¬ 
pleasure of both the Solanki end the 
dissident factions and both were de¬ 
manding his ouster Mr Mavani had 
incurred the wrath of the dissidents, 
For only ten seats out of 26 the two 
groups recommended candidates 
unanimously, but in the rest of (he 
seats the high command honoured 
the suggestions of the chief minister. 

The second strategy of the Con* 
gress CO win suppuri was to please 
the poor and the young, including 
women The state governments has 
already implemented a free midday 
meal scheme for 50 lakh prini^ 
school children. It intends to provide 
cheaper foodgrains to the pour tno 
free education at all levels, indodSag 
university and technical, for woman 
from June ISftS. The first scheme 
involves t cost of Rs 110 crore a year 
and the other two would add to the 
burden of the eachequer by another 
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I I was a windfall. When by late 
night on 26 December 15M4. it 
liecama clear that the Congres^l) 
was heading for a spectacul ji victory 
in (he election fur the 26 Lok Sabha 
seats in Gujarat, it momentarily left 
both (he followers and opponents of 
the new Prime Minister. Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, dumbstruck Even after full 
24 hours, (he oppUKition leaders in 
rhe state who had forged an electoral 
accord (o offer a straight contest to 
the Congress(l) in as many as 24 
constituencies were still at sea as lo 
how could it have happened. The 
Congress^) finally bagged 24 of ihe 
?6 seats in the state. 

Although it W4S not a carbon copy 
uf the 1980 results when Indira Gan¬ 
dhi’s party had won 25 of the 26 
seats, the results this time were 
something clearly out ot the dreams 
even for the most optimistic of Con- 
greKsmen In some respects the vic¬ 
tory of 24 CongressfU nominees 
could be termed as even morv spec¬ 
tacular than in 196U. because this 
time they were facing the combined 
challenge of the Janata, the BJP and 
the DMKP in all but two seats So 
hopeful were (he opposiiioii leaders 
i>f giving a tough fight to (he ruling 
party that Makarand Desai, presi 
dent of the Gujarat BJP had blandly 
forecast a repetition of the 1977 
ulection results when the Congress 
had won only ten Lok Sabha seats 
from Gujarat. He wes promptly sup¬ 
ported by Chimanbhai Patel, former 
chief fflirtistei and Janata leader. 

The opposition leaders were not 
alone in the prediction of bad times 
for the Congress! I). The dissidents 
within the Gujarat Congressll), who 
were displeased with the high com¬ 
mand for fielding most of the 1980 
party nnminess once more, were pes* 
simistic about the party's chances in 
I he .polls. The anti.Solanki group had 
privately assessed that the Congres- 
s(li would win between 14 and 18 
seats. But (he chief minister, 
Madhavsinh Solanki. had predicted 
iliul the party would do well, save in 
>% couple of seats. 

M(isi political pundns loo, had 
W\n forecasiinu difficult times for 
ilie ruling party in at leasi v-vvn 
st ats in Sdurashtra. one in Kutch and 
loiu* ill north 1 hiioral. Thev had pre* 
dieted dll eriision of voles tonipaied 
lo Ihe 54.K4 per cent votes polled by 
I he Congress in 1980. The main 
reason u1 worry for (he Congrassill 
was the electoral adjustment among 
the three ma.ior optmsition parties in 
ill least 24 constituencies. Moreover, 
the lenci mi nation uf all hut thre» 
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siKing Congressil) MPs was yet 
another cause for concern The 
candidates who' had won in 1980 
were not rated as the best among the 
nominees available 
The intense bickering between the 
SoUnki group and the dissidents led 
by the formei poiiijcal guru uf the 
chief minister, Jinal^ai Darji made 
jven staunch supporters of the Con 
gress pessimistic ui the party's pros¬ 
pects at the hustings. Mr Darji had 
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Rh 77 civre a veur Rim manv (hink 
that Thase three nrocrammet mav 
eventually qdm about R% iOO ;rr»re a 
year. 

The rh>r<1 strategy t»f the ruling 
pertv wns to make full use of the 
sympathy wave in the wake of the 
aisassinacion of Indtra Gandhi. She 
was very poptOa: in the state and 
used to proudly call herself the 
daughteriri'law uf Giijerar. Her hus 
bandi Feroze Gandhi, was a Parsi and 
Parsis first landed in Gujarat centur¬ 
ies ago after fleeing frum Iran. Today 
they are considered as Gumrans and 
many speak Persi*Gujarati at home 
In the days following her arrest dur¬ 
ing (he Janata regime. Mrs Gandhi 
set off on a political comeback trail 
from South Gujarat. Rajiv Gandhr 
made three trips to the steici addres 
sing poll rellies in ten constituencies. 
Over a Ukh people greeted the PM in 
most places and like the mother, the 
son too strove to establish a rapport, 
declaring that coming to Gujarat was 
like coming home. 

The unmeasured sympathy factoi 
kept everyone guessing. The opposi¬ 
tion parties kept up a concerted 
campaign to neutralise the sympathy 
factor and Congressmen themselves 
had doubts about sympathy votes. In 
hindsight, it is certain that the wave 
did come to sweep the ruling party to 
victory. 

Pespite (he accoro between the 
Janate, the 6JP and the DMKP. it 
was more like an understanding of 
strange bedfellows than anything 
elec. For the adjustment worked out 
through Babuhhai Petal, former 
chief minister and president of the 
Lok Swaraj Mancb, ran into trouble 
when (he Janate eielmed the Bbevna- 

K sear ellotted to the Lok Swirej 
nch. Than, cba BJP fielded fomer 
police commissioner of Baroda. Jas* 
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pal Singh, from Baroda. arguing that 
he was more likely to win then the 
Jenaia ttoreinee, Manuhhai Patel. 
The result was that the Janaia work¬ 
ers. wielding considerable influence, 
dissociated themselves from elec¬ 
tioneering in Surat where a BJP 
candirlate was the ioini oppnsirion 
nominee In Ahrnedebad. Maganbhat 
Barot. fuimer deputy finance minia- 
ler in the centra) government and 
sitting MPfrotn the Rashtriya Sanjay 
Manch. had hoped to be the joint 
candidate against the Congressfl). 
But the BJP manipulated the seat in 
favour of its nominee. Ashok Uati. 
Result: Mr Barot kept the Rashtriya 
Son>ay Manch out of the opposition 
accord. A regional party, .lai Rama 
Rajya Party, fielded Prof Balraj 
Madhnk. former chief of the erst¬ 
while Jana Sangh. 

Such bickerings among the opposi¬ 
tion led to H strange inactiviiy of 
workers of other parries where the 
candidate belonged to e different 
purtv On the positive side, the 
accord avoided contest among 
nppoMiinn candidates in 24 seats. 
Himevei. the id(‘4 of avindtng a split 
of non Congress votes was realised 
only partly since e record number of 
Independents tumped into the elec* 
non frav. The number of candidates 
for the 2fi lok Sabha seats this time 
was 229. an all time high. 

Despite the drame. the Gujarat 
con lest V did not attract national 
attention because of number of a 
reasons With only 26 seats at stake 
the outcome did not matter much. 
Moreover. Gujarat is not included in 
either (he Hindi belt It is also not a 
non-Cnngress(l)-niled state. To top it 
all this time there was cm (op leader, 
either from (he CongreeKl) or the 
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opposition in the fray. The highest 
ranking Congress(l) candidate was ' 
Digvijaysinh JhaU. deputy union 
minister for environment, while the 
top nominee of the opposition* was 
H.M Patel, former union finance 
minister in the Janata government. 

Campaigning in the state this time 
was carried out on a very low key, 
although the opposition brought in 
leaders like Atal Behan Vajpayee, 
Chandra Shekhar and Morarji Desai, ' 
for hurried tours. The Congresstl) ' 
did not bother to bring in anybody . 
from outside rhe state, save Rajiv , 
Gandhi. A notable absentee wes Pra- ' 
neb Mukherjee, union finance minis¬ 
ter. who represents Gujarat in the 
Upper House. The ruling party 
feared that the closure of more than 
IB textile mills in the state would 
adversely affect the party's election 
aspects. Thus the Prime Minister 
told an election rally that soon ifter 
the polls the government would initi¬ 
ate steps to revive the ailing textile 
industry so that ‘‘textiles of India can 
find world markets as they once did 
in the olden days.” This was the only 
specific reference to a state issue by 
Mr Gandhi and it seemed to have 
done its magic. While the Congress{Ij 
had put up candidates for.all the 26 
seats, the Janata fielded 22 candi- < 
dates, the BJP 11, the DMKP two, the ; 
Rasbtriya Sanjay Manch two, the CPI 
and CPIfM) one each and rhe Door- i 
darsbi Party contested 25 seats. The : 
res* were ^dependents 

Besides the opposition, the dissl* ' 
dents in the Congressfl) have suf¬ 
fered a blow. Mr SolankPs nock 
would go up in the eyes of the high 
command and Mr Darji'a wish to see 
him out of (he office of chief minuter ; 
after the next Awembly poll mey 
remain a dream. 
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ORISSA _ 

r h« much publicised Painsik ver* 
Kus Patnaik theory in Orissa did 
( enactly work in (he 1984 par 
meniary elecrions. That explains 
ry all forecasts based cm traditional 
Iculations failed in the face of a 
•*ni proConxressd) swinft. The 

ive in favour of (he Congressfl) had 
•o swept (he party to a record 
i>our-of-2]*seats victory in 1980. But 
\s time Ir was presumed by political 
servers (hat the "absence of a 
ive" on either side would ensure a 
iKh fight between Janata leader 
lu Patnaik end chief mimsier J.B. 
inaik. But the strong undercuneiii 
'^vmpathy for the ruling party and ' 
leader Rajiv Gandhi following 
«lira Gandhi's assassination upset 
' calculations. The assumption that 
c sympathy wave had petered olf 
ih the passage of time was proved 
nng. Besides, the people exhibited 
e same feeling as in 1980 that a 
rided opposition with no leader 
ojectad as the future Prime Minis* 

I would not be able to maintain the 
nty and integrity of the nation. 

I^al issues were pushed into the 
ckground and the people, instead, 
re guided by national considera> 
ins such as the formation of a 
ong and stable government at (he 
' Mtre in the face of a "threat to (he 
'ional unity and security." The 
vernment’controlled media like 
K and Doordarshin played a very 
> ective role in muiivating the peo- 
. the vast majority of whom do not 
ve>any other means of knowing the 
t tonal and international develop- 
iits 



COVER STORY 


The opposition parties were no¬ 
where in the picture in the propagan¬ 
da war. The ruling party had glossy 
posters and leaflets with Indira Can- 
dhrs picture. Its main theme: the 
question of safeguarding the coun¬ 
try's unity and security for which 
"Indira Gandhi gave her last drop of 
blood." J.B. Patnaik, followed by his 
partyoien. propagated that the 
Opposition was responsible for the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi. 
* "whose last visit was to Ori&sa which 
she loved most." The message had a 
lasting eKect on the minds of the 
people. As Kamaraj Parro of Chhat- 
rapur in Canjam district told Sun- 
OAV. "They (the opposition) killed 
Indira Gandhi by hatching a con¬ 
spiracy." The candidate's reputation 
, was hardly of any consequence to the 
voters. Kamaraj Fatro and many 
others in the Berhampur constituen¬ 
cy were ignorant of who their sitting 
Congressdi MP (Jagannaih Rao) 

' was. although he had teen elected in 
the last sia elections he had con¬ 
tested. Some of them were, on the 
other hand, aware of the young Jana, 
ta candidate. Suryanarayan Fatro. 
but preferred to vote for the "Indira 
Congress." 

Contrary to the expectation of the 
opposition and political observers, 
the votes of the harijans, adivasis. 
people of the other backward classes 
and minority communities went in 
favour of the Congresafl) almost en 
b/oc. Nabaghana Nayak of Godisahi 
village in the Banki Assembly seg¬ 
ment of Cuttack constituency and 
other adivasi villagers said three 
weeks before the polling, "The Raja 
is after all the Raja. One Raja (Indira 
Gandhi) is dead, but another (Rajiv 
Caadhi) is there. He will get iha 



votes even if he does not come to ask 
for it." Asked the reason for their 
locality to the "Raja family.” they 
said they had benefited from the 
loan assistance programmes and 
some other measures 

Opposition leaders also glossed 
over the sympathy of women voters 
towards Rajiv Gandhi which was 
translated into votes. The Janata 
leader and former chief minister 
Nilamani Routray said even two days 
after the polling that "at best two to 
three per cent" of the women's votes 
might have been swayed in favour of 
the Congress!I) because of the sym 
paihv factor and that other women 
must have voted in accordance with 
the judgment of the male heads of 
their families. The political obser¬ 
vers were also mMaken in their 
Bssumpiion that there was hardly 
any sympathy factor lo sway the 
women voters substantially in favour 
of the ruling pa^ty- A number of 
cases of wives having voted for the 
CongreSi(l) against the counsel of 
(heir husbands were noticed. That 
the opposition parties, particularly 
the Janata, were fighting an unequal 
battle with the Congre$s(l) from the 
point of view of resources was avi- 
dent from the very beginning. De¬ 
spite (his the Janata-CPl-CPKM) 
combine bettered its performance 
compared to 1980. bringing down the 
margins of defeat in as many as ten 
of the state's 21 seats and keeping 
the margin unchanged in one consti¬ 
tuency. Mayurbhanj. Biju Patnaik. 
the only opposition candidate who 
retained his seat, improved his vic¬ 
tory margin from 5,000 to about 
17,000 vote«, which was n blow to J.B 
Patnaik's principal lieutenant Basant 
Biswai who was the Congre$s(l} cam¬ 
paign manager in Kendrapara and 
had mobiJised huge resources. 
Another Janata leader and former 
union minister Rabi Ray, who had 
lost to the Congress(I)’s Laxman Mai- 
lick by a margin of about 60.000 
voles in Jagatsinghapur in 1960 was 
this time declared a loser by 1,067 
votes. The suspicious manner in 
which the counting of votes in this 
seat was conducted continues to be a 
matter of dispute. 

The influences of the royal fami¬ 
lies of Kalahandi and Bolangir are 
still prevalent as evidenced from the 
poll results from these two consti- 
tueocies. The Janata nominee Pratap 
Keshari Deo. ex-ruler of Kalabandi. 
narrowed his margin of defeat from 
45,627 voles in 1980 tn 24,074, while 
Anang Uday Singh Deo. the Janata 
candidate and the son of the former 
ruler of Bolangir, brought down his 
margin from 79.000 to 84,000. 

The other six conirlfuendes where 
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the oppositiun candidates improved 
their performance are Bhubaneswar, 
Puri. Dcagarh. Jajpur, Balasore and 
Bhadrak. In the prestigious battle for 
the Cuttack seat, the opposition 
candidate Dr Jogesh Rout (Janataj 
loit by a mariiin of about 79.000 votes 
which was a much reduced one com¬ 
pared to J.B, Patnatk’S 19»0 victory 
margin nf 1.24,(XK) votes In the 1981 
bypoll, however, Patn«iik's wife, 
Jttvunti Patnaik. had won by a smal¬ 
ler mnrgin 50,000 
Notwithstaridin/> the electoral 
alliance between the Jonuia ind the 
CPI. the latter seemed to havu bet 
rayed the Janita candidates in some 
constituencies, partkularlv Asks. 
Berhampur and J:i/*utsinghapur All 
the leading hgure^ of the statu CPI 
left for Deogarh leaving these cunsii' 
tuencies, where they have sizable 
vote banks, under the specious plea 
of campaigning ter their lone candi¬ 
date Pro satin a Panda there The 
other smaller opposition parties, 
whose cldims durinn the scat adjust 
mem talks wore rejected hy Biju 
Patnaik, fielded their candidates in 
ubuut duren constituencies, but 
were humiliated with the forfeiture 
of their rlepoiits. They only contri¬ 
buted tu the jmpreisiun omonE the 
voters that the opi>osition loc split 
a force to govern the country. I)e 
spite .1 B, PatnaikS earlier claim of 
repeating hi^: party's 19B0 feat of 
achieving all hut one of the seats, if 
not also wresting the remaininc one 
from Biju Patnaik, the Cungresslll 
leaders and workers were conceding, 
"six To seven " seats to the opposition 
in private talks evvn after the polls. 

I In view of the mild swinp, in favour of 
. the Janata, particularly in the coxs 
' t«il belt, KaJahaiidi and Bulangir. Che 
I Congress! I) men themselves were 
clearly amazed at the outcome of the 
polli:. 

Sereda P. Meoda, Bkebeneeirer 


TAMIL NADU 


A frail, sick MCR, confined to a 
hospital bed in dl-stant New York 
was able to do more for his party 
than a supercharged Kurunanidhi 
who pulsated through Tamil Nadu, 
Fervidly canvassing fur votes for the 
DMK-led opposition front. In addi¬ 
tion to the MGR charisma which hav 
soared lu higher realms, the most 
crucial outcome of the Parliament 
and Assembly elections that were 
held simultaneously in Tamul Nadu 
is that after a lapse of 17 years the 
Congress has unce again become a 
force to reckon with in the trate. 

The partnership between the Con- 
gressllj and the AlADMK turned out 


io Ik- ptnssiim and symbiotic^he 
alliance henvfctc'd the AIADMIC in 
t he Li tk Buf>hii an d i he Ci mgrosst Inn 
I he Tamil Nndu Assembly. Thu dual 
svmp.iihv f.icior—for the a^&jssin- 
alvd Prime MinisK*r and foi the 
j 1 1 1 M g (hic'f m in Is rc*r —pla ved a pivot - 
al r*jle in making the- combine in- 
virKible. Barring .» few flutes, the 
Cofl|trc*‘:slli av.iLiiiche that vtarted 
from the foothills of ihe Himalayas 
swt'pr righi oererv lo Kanyakumort 
The siK-iCacoljr resu!i» in Tamil 
Nadu were un|>ruce<Jentctl—the Con- 
grevsi ll won 25 Lok Sabha seats (and 
also the lone Pondicherrv lieati. the 
AlADMK 12. leaving the DMK with 
lust one sent I Of the 39 Lok Sahha 
->eais in the state, election to North 
Madras was countermanded ftillow- 
tnjt the death of an mdepondont 
landidaie and will he held on 28 
.fanuary. As for the Assembly results, 
(hu AlADMK won 133 sears, the 
Congressill 82, the DMK 20. the 
CPKM • i. Jan.ita i. Candhi-Kamaraj 
National Congress 2. All India For¬ 
ward Bloc i. CPI and IVMl. 2 each. 
Kepublicon Puny and Hindu Munna- 
ni 1 each. The .AlADMK achieved a 
hdi-trick, having vrun an absolute 
majority in the Tamul Nadu Assem¬ 
bly for the third consecutive time. 
What was more, despite the ab»ence 
of MGR from the campeign scene, 
tlic party managed to improve its 
performance in tnai it had won only 
liO seats in 1977 and 129 seats in 
19K0 

Due to the alliance with (ha 
AlADMK. the Congressfli was able 
to reap a rich harvest, succeeding in 
nearly doubling its strength*^ the 
dissolved House it had 33 MLAs- Tba 
avalanche that swept the CoHAraaslI) 


and AlADMK In power has ruihlv^-ilv 
uprooted parties utid purson.ilititis, 
doalnig u dovastoting blow to the 
DMK-led opposition *ront. Standing 
forionlv m (he debris are 20 MLV 
of the DMK. cum pa red to the .O 
MLAs the parly had in the dissolved 
House. The CPI(M) has come down 
from 11 ru five MLAv and the Cf’l 
from 10 to twu. There Is not a trace of 
(he Tamil Nadu Kamaraj Cont!ru;'s m 
the Assembly this time with own the 
president of the party. P Nedumui- 
an, being defeated. 

The defeat in the Assembly «lcc 
tions was far more crushing than the 
Parliament elections as past trt'trd 
has established that the regional jioi 
ty which has :tn alliance with (ha 
Congressfl) benefits for the Lok 
Sabha polls. The DMK which had 
won 18 |,ok Sabha seats in 1980 when 
it had an olhance wtih the Cungrea 
sfl> was axed to une. While a vktoiy 
for the AIADMK-Congressfl) enm 
bine was very much on the card:. 
fSvNn/iY 23. December), the romirij’ 
of the DMK-led apposition in titt 
Assembly was unexpected Even the 
mast optimistic AlADMK leaders 
hed not expected to win over 100 
seals and hud privately confided to 
this correspondent (hat they ex¬ 
pected the DMK to win at least 60 
Assembly seats. 

A remaikahl^ coincidence ii that 
both the AlADMK and the Congrev 
s(li scored identical percent ageii of 
success. Both secured cent per cent 
success in the Parliament election-^ 
in that the Congressfl) won all 
seats it contested and the AlADMK 
ail Ihe U that it contested. In the 
Assembly elections, both enjoved ii 
whopping 86 per cent success, tlm 


<ii» 


35 









* 


COVERSTORY 


* AIADMK won 133 of ihe I $4 $«aK it 

* contested and the Congre6s(I) 62 of 
' the 72 seals it contested. Two Lok 

Sabha results that caused consider 
able heartburn to the DMK led 
opposition front are Nagercoil and 
Nugapaitinam In Na^ercoil, the 
Janatu cuitiJidate P. Vijayaratthavan 
was beaten by the sitting CunKressi 1 1 
MP by a narrow margin of 12,000 
votes. In Naitapaiiinam, the vetearn 
CPI leader K. Murugaiyyan who won 
the seer in 1977 wus defeated hy the 
AIADMK candidaie hy a wafei thm 
0)3rgin of 2.(K>U votes 

In addiiiun tu the large numlier uf 
seals, the sweep also enabled the 
cumhme to score liatidsome margins 
of victorv. In the Luk Sabha elec* 
thin*;, Ihe combine munaged to main' 
tain a margin of over two lakh votes 
in eight conaiituoncies—in 1940. the 
Congtcssili DMK ccimbine failed lo 
rnaiiiloiri a margin uf over twn Ukh 
votes iti » veri onv tonsliiuency. In 2ll 
I(Misliinvncics, Ihe combine man 
jgod io i;ci <1 maigin of over nne lakh 
votes whvrvas in 1940 the Congres- 
M J I'HMK combine manured tn do so 
nnlv m It c<>nstiniencie&. Similarly, 
in the i MU' nf the Assemblv elections. 
I lie combine won bv comfortable. 
.»vc'n liogi* rn»iri<uis, tin the other 
liMnd, the >Miivi<>d DMK managed to 
w 111 bv (he skin of iis teeth iti most of 
Jiv 20 .svats 11 won 

Tile Congress which ruled Tamil 
Nadu till I9h7 hnv made ii significant 
lO.kp III tills oleciion by emerging a\ 
1 kic siiniiiiesi I in terRi'« of (he number 
of MI.As) opposiiion puiiy iii ihi* 
vt.Kc Assembly SViih 62 Ml.Av the 
pMiiy can o>i|,tv cotitempluie slowly 
iltoiig iiw’uy wkib one of the K.izha* 
' gam iiiitchc'v thai ir always had to 
ic'h nmni for elections since it was 
louicd by the UMK m 1967. One 
'inking aspect of Ihe .\ssemhlv re- 
suiis IS lion ironicallv it was the 
Conaressdi and imi ihv AIADMK 
caiididoit's who defeaied their iivals 
l>v massive margins 'f'o cite a few 
v'somples. Ihe Coiigiessi]i cando 
c!<.»(es in Ki ishiiaiayapnrani, Thir 
omayam. VasjJevanallur. Perambu* 
Uir and Thoitivam won by bigger 
oungms than even M.(« Ramachan* 
Hiun The Congifssjl) can carve out 
on o.'sis for Itself positioned as it is 
between a pnralvsed DMK and a 
par.ilvsed chief minister. The climate 
I' Ml ideal that even wiihuni resort¬ 
ing to imngue '<(iid tteachery (he 
(’ongressdi can begin laying the 
foundation sione lor its return to 
power in Tamil Nadu. Eui the mo 
menf It in put in (he piquant situation 
of l>eing the mam oppusition party to 
iis c'Jectnral ally, ihc ruling 
AIADMK 

The people of Tuiml Nadu catCRor 
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u’allv want M(*K as their chief miiiiv 
ter Thev will U'tcle fur naone elMf If 
the AiADMK is able to fulfil iis 
promises and M<1R is luick in action, 
holding (be ivim of the party and 
government, all i» well that end^ 
well. II nut, seething power >truggkes 
Will rip the partv apart Starting a 
chorade in easv enough, maintaining 
M will be lough There are senior 
leaders in the party who are trving to 
get Mf«K to nonoiMie hiv successor. 
Dnce the euphoria of the speciaculai 
success wanes, inlernal dissension 
will pose a serious threat (u the 
iiilegrity of the AIADMK. 

Across ihe Palk SrraUs.the Sinhala 
lenders of Sri Lanka would be glad¬ 
dened 1»y the Ass4*mbly results in 
Tamil Nadu>-all the outspoken 
Tamil leaders who had championed 
the cause* of the Sri Lanka Tamils 
have bcvi^routed—C TDhandapeni. 
Nedumjraii and S I). SomusunJaram 
who suffered the ignomiriv of losing 
his dti^mt. As far *s the DMK is 
concerned, it has been humbled (u its 
kneev, TSCCfli President M. Pala 
mvandi and AIADMK general secret¬ 
ary V-L-Shunmugam in exclusive 
interviews tu Si snas had identical 
expianaiidns for the DMK rout. 
Accivding TO (hem, the people have 
chosen tu reject the DMK because 
(he party was so "de^iructive in irs 
approach" and indulged only in 
mudslinging and vituperative cam¬ 
paign against MCK and Mrs Gandhi. 
Despite being out uf power fur seven 
years ihe DMK party cadre had 
shown excmplarv uniiy and disci- 
pime Kiirunanidhi's supremacy was 
unquestioned. Today the party i$ 
completely demoralised. The pros* 
peel uf being ou( of power for 
anmlier five years seems to have 
broken the spirit of the party mem¬ 
bers An erositm «n tit rank< is inevit- 


[ able but it remains (o be seen 
whether the AIADMK will accept 
any DMK members or MLAs primari*. 
ly as they do not need them. Moreov¬ 
er. there would be the fear that the 
• deiectors could be the decoys of the 
I DMK chief infiltiating the AIADMK. 
Karunanidhi today is a depressed 
man. Nevertheless h is duubeful 
whether he will give up in despair 
without a last ditch fight. But with 20 
MLAs there is very little he can do. 
Like MGR. Karunanidhi nas noi 
allowed .inv other leader to flourish 
in his uwn right in the party. So, no 
leadership changes that could 
pci haps have had a salutary effect on 
the p.iriy can be effected. The DMK 
has suifered i(s worst reversal yet, so 
much so that today its election sym¬ 
bol. (he using sun appears more 
iipiuopriatelv io be the setting sun. 

, AaN# PraUp. Utodraa 

; UTTAR PRAMSlT 

T he election results in Uttar 
Pradesh~&2 out of 8S parliumen* 
tary seats to the Cnngress(I) and only 
two (o the Dalif Mazdoor Kisan Party 
I fDMKH) (polling for the Chail seat 
having been countermanded due to 
! the death of the Congress*! candi¬ 
date, Dharam Veer)-have shattered 
the wildest of predictions. But 
thuugh 11 is an outcome that was 
hardly foreseen, massive electoral 
mandate.^ have usually fulluwed poli¬ 
tical waves in ihe past, as in the 
elections of 1971 when the opposi¬ 
tion gut 11 seats, in 1977 when the 
Congress could not get any seal, and 
in 19kl> wh*n the Congress came 
back with SI seats. In each of these 
polls an overriding national issue 
bad largely decided the vote; in 1971, 
it was (he Garibi Harao call by the 
Congress, in 1977 the cry against the 
Emergency by a united opposition 
and in 1980. public disappointment 
with the Janata. The strength of the 
wave in 1984—underestimated gross¬ 
ly as a sympathy factor and which 
actually was an appeal to the voter to 
save the nation in the wake of Indira 
Gandhi's martyrdom—is compara¬ 
ble, perhaps, (o that of 1977. Hence, 
he opposition's total rout. 

Id as many aa 36 constituencies the 
Congressd) candidates won by mar¬ 
gins of over a lakh. Prominent among 
iheui are Piime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi who beat his sister-in-law, Mena- 
ka Gandhi, in Amethi by 3.14,878 
votes, Arun Nehru won from Rae 
Bareili by 2,S7,SS3 votes while 
Dinesh Singh trounced his opponent 
in Pratapgarh bv 2,32.S07 votes. Aml- 
tabh Bechchan beet the DMKP lead 
er H. N. Bahuguna in Allahabad bv 
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(.87,795 votes. Chiudhary Charan 
Sin^ retained his Beghpat seat but 
with a considerably reduced margin. 
The only other success by the DMK? 
was in Etah where Mahfooz Ali Khan 
won by a margin of just 3.431 votes. 
Menaka Gandhi lost her deposit in 
Amethi. while Chandra Shekhar, the 
Janata Party president, lost his Bah 
Ua seat to the Congress(I> candidate. 
Jagannath Chaudhary. by 53.950 
votes. Among the opposition panies. 
the DMKP had contested 67 of the 85 
seats, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) 56 seats, the Rashtnya Sanjay 
Manch (RSM) SI seats and the Jana¬ 
ta in 48 constituencies. Only the 
DMKP won two seats. This tune the 
Congressil) gained as many as 34 
seals in the scale, wresting 28 from 
the DMKP, three from the Janata, 
and one each from the CPI, BJP and 
RSM' It retained 48 of the scats it 
won in 1980 losing only one in the 
DMKP. Twenty-eight of its 30 sitting 
MPs were reelected, some of them 
with huge margins. In contrast, 27 of 
the 29 silling opposition MPs were 
defeated. The ptorninem Congressfl) 
winners include five union ministers 
of the dissolved cabinet. Besides (he 
PM)Ka)iv Gandhi, they are; Mohsina 
Kidwai (Meerut). Khurshed Alam 
Khan ^Farrukhabad), Arif Moham¬ 
mad Khan (Bahraich). Ziaur Rahman 
An.san (Unrao) and Sheila Kaul 
(Lucknow). The Congres$(l) had also 
nominated four Rajya Sabha lAem* 
bcrs. including the deputy chairman 
Sbyam Lai Yadav, all of whom got 


elected. Among the other Congres- 
s(I) candidates who won. three weie 
MLCs. 22 were MLAs, nine were 
state ministers, three were former 
union ministers t.nd eight former UP 
ministers. 

The Congress(l)*s victory was un¬ 
foreseen even by senior party lead 
ers. According to the stale Janata 
president, **The Congressfl) had won 
with the help of money as also misus¬ 
ing official machinery and the pub¬ 
licity media.*' While reports had 
come in of booth-captunng all over 
the state by the CongresstI) with the 
help of the state machinery, whether 
the prevention of such incidents 
would have made a difference re¬ 
garding the outcome of the eleciions 
remains doubtful. A spokesman of 
the DMKP reeimained that the back¬ 
ward caste vote bank of the party 
had not been lost, regardle-is df the 
election result. “We have got as 
many votes as we wanted from the 
backward classes, but a number of 
factors came in the way of our defeat. 
The firvt of these, he alleged, was 
extensive booth-capcuring by the 
Congressd); around ten to 25 polling 
booths in every constituency were 
captured and an nttempi was made 
to prevent the backward classes from 
voting in areas where the DMKP was 
strong. The second, he said, was the 
fact that the Congress(l) had very 
effectively capitalised on Indira Gan¬ 
dhi's assassination', its election cam¬ 
paign raised no other impurtaRi issue 
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except the former PM's death. '' •> . 
thought that the symputhy over I r | 
death had ended; but the mannei :n 
which they conducted the campa. ,n 
and evoked popular sympa: «y 
proved us wrong." Owing to i ;5 
factor the DMKP Inst a large chu .k 
of Us traditional voles. The pu-jv 
spokesman added. “But booio ' 
capturing has made a differoiK.:. 
Had (heie not been so much riggiiiK* 

I can safely say that we would h><vo 
won in pieces where we lost b> h 
margin of 25,000 or less votes. T-us 
would have given us a good 35 sear. " 
But a scruiiny of the tesults sluu/s 
that only in six constituencies I'ui 
Congress! 1) won by a margin in il.i.s 
region, and in only three were t..o 
margins below 10.000; Moradub d 
(7.113) Balrampurf8.656) end Azurn- 
gar!i (1986). The Congress''} 
nominees won by a margin of a lal.h 
or more votes in 35 constituencu ;. 

A nother major reaiuin behind i .v 
oppusitiun's uoor showing w *- 
obviously its failure to offer t jv 
C ongress(l) straight contests. 1 
DMKP spokesman blamed ''cortuln 
rigid and stubborn opposiiion leod- 
ers who came in the way of unit; 
according to him, Chaudhary Chai wi 
Singh was the mo.ti compromising i>f 
all the leaders and was willing lo 
make concessions. However, t^e 
DMKP was being asked to come to 
understanding with any and ov^ .y 
opposition party, some of which h id 
no popular character at all. "Evon 
the Janwadi Party." the npokebm.in . 
added, "which has two or three pi i-- 
ple in it was asking for seat adjti’*t- 
mem with us. They wanted to coni- si ^ 
ei^t seats. They have not even co' ie 
*hird in any constituency And, m 
how many places has the Jan.>ta 
Party come second?” The DMKP, on 
the other hand, had put up 67 can ii* 
dates and in most consiituencies rh -y 
had come second. But since in mi>sT 
constituencies the Congress(T)) h«d 
wnn by margins exceeding S0,C(K|. 
and in many cases outpolled all I'le 
opposition candida(u.« put togeth^ i, 
could an opposition unity preveni a 
Congress(I) landslide in the statu^ 
“Yes. the opposition could put uj* a 
fight. There is the psychological re>ic- 
tion of the public to disunity am mg 
the opposition." the DMKP spokc's- 
man said. *Th'Ji made the CongT«'S* , 
s(ll wave evi;ji more stronger." 

If the backwards voted for t’le 
DMKP, whom did the Muslims vr ie 
for? From all indications, the Muslim 
vote went against the Congress(I) l ot 
got dispersed among varied oppi»si- 
tioh parties. Estimated to form abcnit 
16 to 17 per ceni of the electorate m 
ihe state. Muslims had gone agait.st 
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ihe Congress<l) over since fhv com 
munal incid«ntr. in Moradabed. 
Assam, Bhm’\ndi, Coandi and Aram- 
j^rh. The Muslim sympathy for the 
Sikhs in the waku of the recent 
communal itiucb^ on the latter it 
hIso well-known. Unfortunately, the 
lack of unity amoni* the opposition 
parties, left the Muslim voters con* 
fused and irresolute. 

The lack of an underr.tondins 
amonft the opposition had created a 
chaotic bcon«. ilmost every const' 
tuency witre^^ed rnultiple conteetv 
there were 40 contestants in Luck¬ 
now, for esaniple, in Kanpur and 
.)2 in Amethi A number of opposi 
tiun parlies in the fray were mere 
ftroMpings Srm« parties, like the 
nMKP, had not even got recognition 
(it fought the election as the LoU Dal, 
iiH procuisur). Like* the Muslims, the 
scheduled castes who form the 
UrAvst caste group in the state have 
no politic il party to represent th«m. 
A large chunk of Kheduled custc 
votoN arc also said to have bean lost 
to the Congreskfl) for lack of any 
alrornuiiv« before the voter. 

To make thing; worse for she 
: uppc^itiun, the Congrussdl’s stand 
• on Punjah, Indira Gandhi'!> mariyr- 
dom at ilie hands ot Sikh fanatics and 
Rjjiv Gandhi's uccu^jtions again:;! 
the opposition for supporting the 
Anundpur Sahib Resolution, assured 
the Cangivcsfl) of the caste Hindu 
vote. The ruling party*', eleciion cam* 
paiitn— sianing with full page adver¬ 
tisements in newspapers :.psaking of 
threats to national integrity and pre- 
j soiitini: the Congrvssdl as the only 
I patriotic party wUo'.e million was to 
I keep India strong and united and 
' representing all other opposition 
' groups as ob.taclcs' in the way— 
cjugn: the imagination of Hindus. ' 
Th«> advertiiement blit; also influ* 
'.need a large section of the uncom¬ 
mitted, ;ipolitical electorate. Besides, 

I the Congressdl was the only party 
that conducted its campaign met ho 
dkallv having started well ahead of 
the opposition parties, who spam 
i:.' ot (heir lime in ondlass abortive 
iivi'tHiaijons far <;aac adjuscraonts at 

I the'i.iTo level Most opposition party 

I wnrl. rs were for long unaware of 
•vh.H ilieir leaden in Delhi were 
deeding ond had to ronfme them 
.0 ?ow •'.?*; : :-imp;::gnif!g 
W»,k thrf A'Scmbly elociion-^ 
approochuif., ihc- ruling pany will 
obviously be keen to keep up the , 
tempo of its triumph. The opnosiuon 
will have to come together and fight 
the Congressfh from a common plat¬ 
form But have* thw* opposition parties 
learnt their lessons vetl* 
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i t will take a ^ong rime for the 
Bharatiya fanaiu Parly to forget 
the oighth L«ik Sabhe elevtion^-in a 
state once •;or»siil<»r«l their kiron- 
ghold, I he parly covid nm win a 
sin^dc seat Thu onlv con'iolation for 
Ihe BJP is thui they finrshed second 
in H constituencies out of the m 
Madhya Pradesh, oil of which fell v<i 
thvConfrvssili whirlwind that swept 
the oppoaifiufi out of (he Hindi belt 
i Tht chief minisur. Ar)un Singh 
had already created a massive vote 
bank for the party by allotting fMtras 
(ownership deals) to lakh*, of Thuggi 
dwellers, by scrapping old coopora 
tive debts of over Rs 100 crores, by 
donating rickshaws to ricksh:.«/ 
pullers and bv accepting on the cve 
of the pells the report of (he Mahn 
jan Commission on backward cl.tssos 
The state PCCdlchicf, Moiilal Vur: 
told Si'NimY that til sections had 
benefited by ibvse reforms. 

As eltewlicra. it was disunity that 
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went against the opposition. The 
state DMKP chief, BrijUl Verma. 
told St NUAY that the opposition was 
paying the price for fitting against 
each other instead of standing on a 
common platform Even some 
s!aut!ch SJP supporters worked for 
the Congru&sff) fur ihe failure of ih.w* 
opposition to fonte a unity. S^ithal 
Baflal, a prominent BJP worker from 
Raipur, joined the Congressfli dur¬ 
ing the poll campaign period saying 
that it would be better to help the 
Cangressfl) directly than indirectly. 

6'ai III MduiiyA Piedesli the BJP 
h;l^. only itseJf to blame as it was 
responsible for causing disunity 
among the opposition. The BJP 
secretory. Kusha Bhau Thakare, the 
president Kailash Joshi and the lead- 
ei of the opposition in the Vidhan 
Sabha, SunderUI Patwa. were firm 
that the BJP should fight the elec* 
lionc alone. The outcome proved the 


fallacy of the B.TP’s much publicised 
claim that they had a sn called hold 
in (he state. Both KailuNh Joshi and 
SunderlaJ Patw.^ hyve off'lled to step 
down fium the central leadei'ship uf 
the party. 

The* brilliam p^ipfornMUCu of the 
CongreysfU m the also 

consolidated the puMiMu of Arjun 
Singh and the P< C i hiet, Motilal 
Voia. while stiflmv th** dis^hlents in 
'.he party led by V l Shvkf:: who also 
vvOTi th'. ale non ft«»n M^fluisamud 
’‘onstr(uen< v. Shiv«-iui|,« Bahadur 
> the ruling |Mii\ > cnnUldate 
from Kn-nHPdg ion 'iiid School 

mau. of f< ii* ( oidhi h.id m the 
imdst of the mdl* -U-i»’ •ndvd the 
expulsion of foe ' mokic- id) Ml.As 
insTuding y moMcn'* t>i Tuinonlal 
f.iiti. thii flirty fni i- n-km^: igitinst 
him F'vvn the .Al» ‘Tl) poneral 
->ucfetirv, f Ivindui. t;h.*nc<rukui. 
had cvmplaiM<«d rh;«i -- his ronsti 
(Ucncy.Durg fn|low«*i: f V >' ShuV 
I Jb wore working lyc-, i m BuMlic 

landslide vMOrv i>in «-'1 -. ttvHy si 
fenced ‘h** dkV'iU‘?i** 

M»]cii oppu^itinn who 

were .Wi-pi off l>v th< R piiv wave .irc 
AiaJ Bohan V.ini-ivin (dwalior), 
Phookh md Vcptn.i <shj|j|>ui } and 
SatvanuinvLm Jniiva Two BlPcandi 
dates. B.ihur k, 1 ’ji 'niapi. (lihnlpur) 
and Prus.'d Ahirw v (S ly.^f i who had 
wrested the seats t'orn 'he tongres 
«(li in the bvi-lcitioO' .lito loir ' 
Othci pruniiii.«nt t-, mcludi! 
Purushoium K>iii<h:l. fi .m M.ihasa 
mund (Jainui) Yam^Jiis Prasad 
ari<.:.tri, thu -.i.Mc Party chief i 

from Rewa, Swemi .Avnwesh from 
R^inandgoun (Jmita) .md jagadish 
j Joshi /rom Salaw »J:. I 

I Among the 1$ C I) winners 

are Madhav Rau s<.tnd;a who defe 
ated Vajpaves in O. jJtfit. P f: bothi 
iliidore;, Kama? Nath (Lhhjndwara) 
and .Samaj Keyar Bhiislian (Raipur), 
the renowned Saivudiiy.i louder and 
disciple of AtharvH VTnobd Rhave 

An mteresung fe iiure of the elec 
tions was the emorgence of many 
Fogionai end ntirvr p^rttet in the 
Chocfi^gaih rtg.oti. like the pro- 
I Anonda Marp C:h;.tiis)^rhi Semej, 
whose demands include a separate 
Ch»itisgarh ':iace; Bahujan Samaj, 
campaigning for the harijans, adiva- 
sis and the backwards and the Door* 
dirshi Party of Baba Jay Gurudev 
which cntercii the electoral fray for 
the first lime and managed to secure 
more votes than the Janata Party in 
most constituencies (Cankur Mun- 
jare. the young trade union leader of 
Krantikari Mazdoor Parishad. sup¬ 
ported by (he Chaciisgarhi Samaj 
aleo secured over 72.000 votes In 
BaUghat. next only to the DJP. 
m.¥. KAar. thipur j 

svNBar v-i» WMin 


COVER STORY 



CongressCl) campaign in the Tripuru 
Ease seat, told Sunoay thae he had in 
orsHmse the bmiih level commjtiee< 
himself as the local party activists, 
busy in feuding, were tardy in the 
campaigning. 

Though the triumph for (he third 
time of the union deputy minister fot 
commerce. Purno San cm a from the 
Garo (ribaMnhahired Tura seat in 
Meghalaya was a foregone conclu- 
alon as the Caros and a sizable Beiv 
gali population never flagged in their 
loyalty to the Congr«ss{ 1K the victory 
of former T.nk Sahha deputy speakei', 

G. C. ^well from the prestigious 
Shillong seat, the heartland of the 
Khasi tribalt. a« a Concrexs(T| 
nominee, gave a rude joh to rhe Hill 
Peoples' Union (HPU), an electoral 
amalgam of the APHLC (All Parry 
Hilt Leaders Confereiue) and the 
HSPDPfHilJ Stare Peoples Demaers' 
tic Party). The proxpect of the HPU 
was bright when the (MmpHign got * 
underway The Khasi hills is a stron* 
ghold of both these regional parties^ i 
who m previous elections, rode to I 
victory on the crest of regional 
chauvinism. The sporadic move¬ 
ments against the alleged infiftranoo 
of foreigners in this border stato 
gave the idea of regionalism further 
acceptance. 

Jn the bypoll for the Shillong 
tok Sabha seat, the APHU' candi- . 
date. Dr Kharluki romped home even ' 
as the pro-regional party ballets were , 
split up with a HfsPDP aspirant wHik 
ing away with over 7(i.n(K) votes In 
(he 19R3 Assemhly elecrionN, the re- i 
gional parties polled 49 per I'^nt I 
of the valid votes. j 

The sympa l hy wii ve for 1 nd i r a Ciin I 
dhl and the personal churismu of (V 
C. Swell, who reentered the pulitivul ! 
arena after re»ignlng os fndiji'^ 
Ambassador to Spnin. hel|i<>d ihi- 
Congress(l| to switii* the majonry of ' 
Khasi voters in ii*- favour. Said .i * 
Meghnlaya PCCtl) leader, "Khasis ; 
who are the most (’osmopoliitin , 
among the north-east's iriliaK kiiow 
exactly when to n«e alxwo the sec tu 
rian interests and feet ore with the 
rest of the nation." The expeclurl ] 
support to Dr B. Pak^m, the HPl' 
candidate, ahn did nut emanate from 
the seven Asiemhlv segments in 
Jaintia Hill*. Dr Pakem. a professor 
of political science in NF.HU {North 
Eastern Hill University), himself I 
hails from thi. Taintia Hills. [ 

The heavy turnout of non-Naga j 
voters. th< traditional supporters of | 
the Congressd) in Dimapur, the bust [ 
ling foothills town and overwhelming 
support from the Ao. Mon and 
Konyak tribes were the two main 
regions for the heady victory of 
Chingwane Konyak. the sitting Con- ' 
greHdl MP in the Lok Sabha from i 


T he outcome of the battle bal- 
lots for the ten Lok Sabba seats 
from the nonh-easr went along more 
or less on predictable lines. While r% v 

the CPKMk true to expectations 9 

annexed both the Tripura seats with -▼ 

vaitly reduced margins, the Congres- 
i/f) fared well in the other north* Bn 
eastern constituencies. The party 
registered its most spectacular vie- 
tory in the lone Nagaland scar from Ht.-'. 
where Us sitting MP. Chingwang 
Konyak romped home with a stagger- ‘ 

ing margin of over I.M.OOO votes. P ' 

The north-east, a political backwa- gtahnwar SMich 
ter with only tan seaH in the Lok — - 

fUbha, does not hold much attraction the CPUM^TIIJS share of votes in 
for the national parties. The diversi- t fact plummeied to 10 20 per cent 
ty of Us mulriUngual and muUireli- that rime in comparison to what they 
ginu< ethnic gioups and the difficult garnered in the seventh Lok Sabha 
communkarmn in the sprawling re- elections. In the tribal psvche, Con- 
ftion. seems to he the sole reasons greisd) is still a party of the ^ngali 
why the national outfits ttav clear of refugees and hence it is considered 
the north-eastern sthtes Till 197^ the hv them as an anti-tribal entity. 
Congress was also nor very keen to An analysis of this year's voting 
improve Its fortunes in this region, trends m Tnpura revealed that mb 
During the Emergency, rhe Copgress als, conatituiing 29 per cent of (he 
set ufoni a move to merge the mvriad total population, supported the 
reeionfli parties in the north-east and CPI(M) candidate Bajubon Reand in 
tone up ns apparatus. The apparent | the Tnpura East seat, even as the 
reluctance of the national opposition I ex-inbal ruler of the state, the Cal 
partie* to spread their tentacles in cutta-based Kirit Bikram Manikya 
, the north-east restricted the poll hat- Bahadur, was pitted against him as a 
ties hetweuri rhe regional parties and Congress! I) candidate 
I the Congress! 1) m the regmn. except Added to this was the severe in- 
I in Tnpura. where the electorate was fighting in the Tripura CongresslI), 
I polari.sed (his lime between the Con- with PCC(I) president. Asoke fihat- 
I gressd) and the CPIIM). tacharjee not seeing eye tu eye with 

I A keen contest, helped by a fever- Youth Congresvli leaders. The par- 
> ish campaign, was witnessed in Tn- ry's organisational weakness at the 
pura. The CPIlMk which held both grassroots* level also greatly neutral- 
the seats, came under a combined ised ihe wave of sympathy for Indira 
onslaught hy rhe C'ungressdl and the Gandhi The Assam minisier. .lagad- 
Tripura Upakiti Juba Sam)Ty{TU.IS>. ish Chvudhury, who supervised the 
In 19H0, the speciaculor victory of i* * * - 

the CPT(M) in the stare lame on the I 
heels a division of rhe unti-Marxisi 
vines, with the Amr.i Bangali and the L>. 

TTTJS taking away 14 XA percent and | j I 

1 ^ 47 per rent of the votes, respec | ^^9. 

tivvlv This time thr- Congressf?' ' ^ 

forged an alliance wah *he TVJS. i < 

giving the sectapan body a promise | .. I 

of help in the next District Council ^HHpm [ 

polls. ' ^ WmJ 

Though the ail tame gave (be im 
pression of the Congress(l) being on ; 

a firm wicket, it, however, prov^ to . '^9 

be counter-productive, triggering off ^ 

boch a Bengali and a tribal backlash ^ 

rhe parry. The Congress! IK 
perhaps, did not bother to read the 
writing on the Its 

adjustment with the TUJS during the 
1983 Assembly polls resulted in the 
diversion of a sitoble tribal ballots to E-K. Theaguo 
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With this vic*ory Xonysik 
(l!<1 away with rha tba* a «ittinc 
T oV S?hh;v MP from Nualantl cannoi 
?n<'jre hi» ro'iird for the lim*' 

tr- thr Thr failure of iwo 

reaional tipoosition outfua~*KNDP 
and N^P to field a con^n«ui ^nndi 
datA If d to thf sujc'idol spHcring up of 
votes bet’.vxjen Chalic KevichH«a. an 
Antemi lournahs' nod NNDP lahdi 
dare '^nd Vumi, » and 

VPP r)fmipe<* 

Th< \\'»\'(' in favour of the ruling 
p^rty which whipped through Aru 
nachf»l Prndf«h helped rhe party to 
have a clear ^weep of the union 
rerrirnrv’s rwu f.nk Rahhi< «ears ,in<1 
achH've a two third' maio'irv in the 
Arr{frnhlv The victory *if the ruling 
portv i* ;irtr'hu*'*tl Ui ihe pariy‘« 
over HT U' 0 «t 11 of the 20 »wijor 
tribal*', in ihe union lerriforv 
Moreover rhe h'erthea*(r Krontier 
All inner 'NFFAK n <‘onBiomer«tlon 
of VPA md hJP. hud » lackiusirr 
eampnigK It we» not ev^'p confnlenr 
of il* VTriory oven from rhe initial 
vtige out of n total of ^0 A«'emNy 
‘'•nt' It pot upc niulidurr* onlv/or 19 
HO It' In Wo * To-nt 


Riba. PPA candidere and a former 
Arunachul chief minr^rer. gave a 
fright to the diminutivr union deputv 
minister for education. P K ’^un 
gun a^ he manouvered to rope it) a 
maiority of the Adi tribal yoters in 
his favour. Thungon edged past Riba 
with a meagre 0 2 per cent lead m 
comparison to what they garnered in 
the seventh Lok Sabha elections, 

A large bulk of the Manipur elt*rro- 
rate once again ea pressed their dis* 
enchantment with htiih the Cnngres 
>U 11 and the ii'gani^ed opposition 
parlies by opting fur the Indepen¬ 
dents. Of.the 19.^ Independents m 
the Fray for rhe AO^memKer Manipur 
Assembly. 20 have h^n elected at 
the time of wriiing In the 199P 
A\si,«mbJy pollv as many as 19 Inde 
pviiHent' won, s<*iring rhe singe for a 
c\iriu»'> grtipr* of defections The 
Manipur PeapUs Partv tMFPl. the 
f PI, and ihr lennio had faiW to 
arr've a* a cun«en'\i8 on the seat 
adjustment' for *he Assembly pollii 
As :• resi'M, *hoy rould not cash in on 
the fwev.uliHg Hisfomenr among th'' 
urban mipnl-ue. iten^^r il<'d hv the 
gruwint corniDfirm 'imong the high 
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O P'-f Koiprr<'r ''Whor iskedRirba' 
h** ''<>'»»»»ryfne»r thought 
:»lik*' lurt wot^''d ir iinisnr or lock 
'litfer**nt 'i'in*l* *'11 * pnrrirular (pte* 
tiur B'rhol unsuvred •mphasising 
tKnt 'll th" »'''unirvfT'®n would take 
fhi* sMm« stHort The Emperor then 
osUeri him to pmvo bl« c^'-'icnlion 
Accordingly n huge ianwas built 
ofid *h»‘ ro'ideni' •>( ihe ciipiial rity 
»irfte*r»*<l U' P'Mf? .y jug nf milk 
o,irh in the ?r*nk -ti night on an 
lopointorf dfU'* Awaro that if 'ome 
one p*u to u*at«'r instead of milk. 
iiAhodv would he aMe to know ii. 
ovofv pt'Ufert water into rhe 

took In the morning Akhar and 
Rkha* 'nSw !l*nr »hr »ank was filled 
»«i .»h \y ’’nr opri •h**''/* no’ a t^aca 
milU WK^T* A ^ h'tr •v''"*od *r'kO'Mv 
h.>«’ *>iM eov 

Arr>«n.'n| •, fdl *10 the lark 

with tri'^k nai '.Jmv the reply frum 
B^h 11 whiu he '"lid earlier hat* 
horn provvH K* rrv ritiren ’bought 
td'h" in'! •ernf* ri<-cr>*<t*nglv Th|' is 
*he sTory n vote' pnrry'cd whe** 
asked to comment nr’ rhe landslide 
victory of the ruhng rongress/Ii at 
the hnsripgs. 

However, rtesp^’r rh® Rajl*' wave 
all nver pie country th» re<iilt« 
wf>>ilrl have beec d'fferrn» in Raia* 
than had the opn'‘*<^ton united and 
put up candidfltet m all the consH 

L tumcies An analysU of rhe poll 
result# clearly md’cm»*« •bar had 

40 


ihote boon vtr.tieht ronteols. the 
opoosttion portic, could have won ai 
lets! in Nagj'w. Bharatpur. Pali 
Raps wan. Bjrmr*r ind Ihupihunu 

oon«HuerKies 

In Ksgaur the 'iiiipn minister of 
state for foreign iffairs Ramrirvas 
Mrrdh.’ eoi 2 |9,19A1 voles He was 
pitted in a triang'ilsr contest against 
the DMKR stite unit chief and sitting 
MP Nathiiram Mirdha and the state 
.lan.sta Partv pr*sidmit Kalyansingh 
Kaivi whn rngerher pollpd 2.93.S2C 
vote' Thi^ 18 74.999 voros more than 
the votes polled by the ruling parts 
-aodide*# 
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ups if Rishang Kei#hing*s Congress 
<f> government and its denial of the 
civil rights to the penpiv m the 
insurgency ffx*VI'd state 
The Independent winners include 
Congress (ti dissidenis like L D 
Dijiianang. Knurdinglien and J. 
Honkip. Three f<irmer underground 
secescinnisi leaders, including the 
fabled PI,A hero N Risheswar Singh, 
who loiitesreri ss luflependcnts 
sailed effunle^sly 'nto ihe A'sembly. 
They had no deirrh of supporters 
among the women end the vourh who 
hsiled them lor their sleon iind pru« 
ptMvr people im ige Hi'hcvwar, now 
In Qcievr nf an effective overground 
ansillarv to link up with his iinder- 
ground niitfti h»r (reating •\ favour- 
able political Ainuisphete conducive 
IP the relvls, fuiighr the elections 
from lmph.ll (Vntral .1 <il Though the 
Congress (h scr;ip>ed 'otigh in both 
the f.*>k Sahha serits from iho slate, 
tho result showed ih.u ilio rlissulenrs 
h.iH managed t<« tneke dents into 
party voims aod u-. tportv'si support 
base nmi*ng the Kukj .md Hmar 
riibaU 

Samarnr 6t*OMh, VVOar 


In Bhurfitpur Hiplomai iurnert 
poldwein K NafWHi housh wmi hv n 
margin of 7'l.OHM votes In the frav 
were the I»MKV. the H,1K -md fh< 
rpngrewll landid.ites The three 
opposii»on candida»e' logether p«v| 
led 2.4.4.969 vuiis ;ig;iinst (he 
|,g7.V19 votes reicived hv Nat war 
Hingh Thus the opposmon together 
polled 9€,2WI move than the ruling 
parry Ic would have lieen on uphill 
task for the f'ongressi 11 candidate ip 
defeat a jorni r>pp<>'i*’ort CHOdidare 
in this coiistitueni V 

In JhunihiMiu. the DMKP. RJP and 
lanatn Harry candidates together 
polled 2.70.197 votes This was 9,049 
votes more than the 2,61,19? voles 
polled hv iht CongrescUi candidate 
Mohammed Avub Khan In Pali, sit- 
lirtg MH and ruling parly candidate 
Monk hand Daga got 9.617 voles less 
than ihe opposition candidates His 
nearc'r ru'al. Piishpa .lam. was defe- 
atiMl by a margin of 4S.271 voles only 
In the fray were the t)MKF, Ihe 
Janata and the Muslim League rand)- 
dales. In Barmer, the DMKP and the 
B.tP candidates together obtained 
4.000 votes more than the ruling 
party candidatp*s the sitnng MP 
Vnddhichand ,1am Similarly in 
Banswara. the Congressd) candidate 
secured 4,000 votes less than the 
BJP, DMKP, Janata and an indepen¬ 
dent candidate. All this goes to prove 
that the failure of opf^siTlon partiei 
to unite was mainly responsible for 
their debacle in Raissthan. 
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Gwalior Shirting 

The right shirting can transform your wardrobe. 

We make light work of it. 
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Come escape to a world of beautiful living^among beautiful people, 
in a beautiful locale. Kddt^ss... unknown* Place*., well... Paradis. 



Club Mediterran^e 
Free with Bangkok, 

Pflttflva Slnmnnr^ ^ *•' ra«<Jiae cm with. 

« ^ w suigaporc ^ 

& Kuala Lumpur. inUnlite in (he sheet |iiy of livir^ 

Sip (he (TKW* cic(X*c wines, 
relish (he sumptiKMA (ca«K. Enin>' 
makjnfi frietkls wHh exerting 
seners annmJ (he worki. 

Watch anU matvel i* lean) 
anj plongc into some oC the most 
exciting water spurts. h\ short. 

Mtnpty Uixuhrtte in (he idfllic w(y 1(I 
of Club MeJ at Chenting R^h. 
where cnetything »tn (he huiw 

Ciuh Mod can also set up super 
style conferences and conventiems. ^ 

ideal for Company iCKeniivcs. Capstan rlavOUT. 

Capun offer* you thte Nothing LeSS. 


naroue la the world. 

Capstan has .«ean:hed the world 
and handpicked experiences to 
give you a truly memorable 
h^klay. BecaiLse flavour Is the 
Capstan wrald Now there are no 
iiher holidays Just flavourdays 


And many more FlavtHirKapes 
fcir you irom only 
Rs. 5W onwards 


VAforgctuMc eapcfleocc 
Id a 11 day holiday p a c l taf e 
covcrlof Bu^olb Paoayw. 
Singapore and Kuala Ejiapur. 


Tours subject to RBI approval. 



ft)r tieiaib oj 
Capvun fkki^incapvfi corfrao 
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KARNATAKA 


M ark Twain oner «Aid that there 
are three k\nd» of lies, lie^ 
damn Ue^ and vtatHtic* That mav be 
a little hflrsh on ^raiHtic^ hut in the 
precis' field of numbers, statistics is 
known to lend itself tn mischief. 
ospecialW with politicians Kor politi 
ri3nk« statistics is like puttv. to be 
hhaprd into convenient fifiures to 
distort and deceive. 

How frail statistics can be is best 
understood bv the specious ari^ii- 
mem prof>osed by the former Kama 
taka chief minister Ramakrishn.i 
He^de even before the l.ok Sabha 
elect inns Of the 2H l.ok ^aliha seats 
in the state. 27 were held hv the 
Conaressdi and onlv one bv the 
fanaiH Mariv Therefore, sard Mr 
Hcjtdi, even if the liOMla Hartv wros 
titst »Ho seats in the IHH4 ejections, it 
would lepresent a tiK) per cent in 
irease 

The .Innuta Partv wun four of thv 
2ft seuts Rut that was not runueh to 
save the JnnaiD j^uvernment in Kar 
nataku Mr Hufide had to rc’ciftn even 
thouRh his party reRistcred a 100 per 
• ent invtease in the number of seat> 
won The party needed something 
like a lOOO per cent increase to 
re mo in in power, but cuuld not man* 
aitc it in the face of the sympathy 
wave and Rajiv wavy. Docs this mean 
thot the .[anata Party has been 
routed’ On the contrary, according 
to statistics, the voting pattern dur 
sntf rhe jiisr-O/nclucJed elections re 
veaU a strange conundrum, first, 
thoueh the Coneress<l) has won. the 
Janata Party has gained Sec<md. 
where the Janata has earned, the 
Congressif) has lost. 

In strictly numerical terms, the 
Janata Party has won three seats 
more in 1984 than in 1980, whde the 
Cungressd) has won three less (1980; 
Congress(l) 27; Janata 1; 1984: Con 
eress(l) 24: Janaia 41 Beneath the 
superficial loss for the Cnngressd) is 
the real loss. While the party polled 
^6.2S per cent of the votes polled in 
the 1980 election, the figure came 
down to SI.84 per cent in 1984: a 
drop of nearly 4.5 per cent. The 
Congress(l) loss in Karnataka stands 
out considering the fact that it has 
made amazing gains elsewhere in 
India, barring Andhra Pradesh. 

There has also been a steady ero¬ 
sion of Congressfll votes in Karnata* 
Ub Mnce 1971. From 70.87 per cent 
votes polled in 1971, it slid dramati* 
cully to about 56 per cent in 1977. 
remained steady in 1980, before a 
further slide to 51.84 per cent in 
19R4 The Congress 1) loss Is the 


Janata's gain, tn permr the familiar 
fine In 1980 when rhe fanaia Party 
w»m jiKt one <eat from »he <*ate, it 
polled a poor 22 per cent to the 
Congress! I Vs 56.25 per cent This 
lime, while winning four seets, the 
.laoBtn Paitv has polled abour 41 per 
cent ho ibe Corigr«'«>« >'« 51 84 per 
cent' an increase of nearly 19 per 
cent The lenata Parry also polled 
more vnt**s rhan u did in ibe Jamrarv 
19K1 4s«einb{v election Cl.lfl8 per 
cuni). when il came to power So« if 
anything, the lanara government ba« 
^ound approval 

il must he rioted that in 1984 the 
Innata Pariv tally inclodus the 'tve 
«ef*iN given lu us allies (Four «n the 
Rh.irntiva Janata Pat tv and one ro 
thf rPb Bui the allies have fared 
miserahiv Barring BuUr. rhe candi- 
diiiev put up liv ihi* allies io the other 
loin consiinivoi tt>s losi hv mo'oihan 
<1 one Likh vnir' m.iiuio 4tt«t a tingle 
Jhiui.i ' cuubdurv 1o<>' bv «lakh plus 
margin. .i legoKir F*'.unre in rhe pa«t 
In 19811 rhe rimgrowli won 27 of 
the 28 sears In .i l.iVh pUit margin 
The tuff loorosi p»o iipuvihr |a"ata 
Paiiv 1 ^ in sHuiii *''n'i.iM to tho 
displ.«\' bv o^ <oiMirorp;ii( uuus in 
other states, and mdemi all other 
iipposuioii p.irlv. barring ihn T^lugu 
Des4m. the National Conference and 
Ibe CPhMi in Wesi Bengal. 

The laneia Parry’s gam i< further 
Mcceniuated when its perlormance in 
every constituencv »% taken In each 
of the 28 constidiencies. including 
the five given to its allies, there ha< 
been a positive swing in it* favour 
Thi< positive swing varies fmm more 
than 30 per cent in constituencies 
like Mandva. Koppal and BeJlarv. r«i 
just two per cent in 'he Janata stron 
ghold of Bangalore Sooth Simply 



put, the Janata Party ha* pi'lled a 
larger perceniage of vfiies in all 

constituencies than in the 198V 
general elect tons. 

The Congressill on the other hand, 
has registered a negative swing in 20 
of the 28 constiruencics i e polled 
less vole* than in 'he 1980 elections. 
In four c<mstituencies this negative 
swing is more than 10 per cent The 
conrlusiun is 'ha' though the Com 
gross'H won the 1984 U>k Sabha 
elections comfortably enough in Kar* 
naraka. Irs popularity Ja un the de* 
dine The lanata Party, on the other 
hand, has struck routs and K now a 
welt ontrench*d i adre hased party 

The election sprang surprises, with 
the Janaia Party winning some unex¬ 
pected seats, even is it lost some 
which ir was tipped ro win. Bvfar, the 
most srunning loss was that of Abdul 
Nareer 9ab, who was defeated by the 
Congressfll nominee, Ariz Salt, in 
Dhanvad 5oiiih constituency. Sab. as 
rural development minister m the 
Hegde cabinet, had done good work. 
Hebadeverything going for him: his 
image. » fair name and charisma Bur 
in the face of the massive Cuogressd) 
wave, he was a hapless victim and to 
many other* including Congressmen, 
a tragic vi('tjffl His loss only rein* 
forced what was Huspec'ed after De- 
vraj Urs's miserable rout in the 1980 
l/»k Sabha election*; that people do 
not always vole fur a government 
that H'orks The theme of danger to 
unity and integrity which rhe Con- 
gressfl) contested on, carried mure 
weight with rhe people 
* Likew'se. m Bangalore North con* 
stitiiency, the Jan^ita Party general 
i^cretary, George Feimandes, fell to 
union minister Jaffer Sharief. This, 
irspite of (he fact that se\'eii of the 
eight Assembly segmenis in The con* 
stiiuencv are held hy Janata and its 
ally, the CPUM). Once again the 
sympathy wave, combined with the 
poor image of the opposition at the 
national level contributed loFernan* 
des's defeat. "I'm baffled/’ said 
George Fernandes after his defeat. 

But while rhe Janara Party lost, it 
wa.s certainly not routed as the per¬ 
centage of votes polled by (he party 
shows. In several cunsrituencies, tbe 
Congressfl) candidates won by a nar* 
row margin. In the Chikkodi re- 
served constituency, union minister 
B. ShankaraoBod won by a mere 

3.000 votes. In a few of the consti¬ 
tuencies, Janata candidates failed to 
win, thanks (o some votepicking by 
unexpected candidates. In the Kana- 
kapura constituency, P. G R. Scin* 
die, a minister in the Hegde cabinet 
lost by about 10,000 votes. A DMKP 
candidate in (he field with no chance 
of winning had taken away 28,000 
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‘We Have Polled More Votes Than Ever Before’ 


Bomokrishno Hegde fohf Si'noav 


Q : Wbmt rwort cfo you Mtcribo hr 
your p^ny^s poor oorfomMco 


^your pvtys poor porfomtttco 
In tbtf }uK cofldudM ohothnsf 
A: I would crodii ii to (ho ioom fd 
dlKriQijiitlon by tb« oUciorm. 
Ihoy knew tKii elecdiM wv hr the 
Lok S«bha, ud that h had noUiiai 
to do with cbe unit tororaaent. 
They knew that u aaainat iU#v 
GaodJii ai Prime thara 

waa no other viable* cred^le 
alternative. At the aame time, bare, 
our votera in Kansatalfa. did not 
want to let down tbe Jaaata fovers* 
mant, which explains how we p^ 
led a hifh percenfape» about 41 
per ceot—of the voiea. 

Q: Don’t you tJdnk Che rmio of 
thl$ eJecdofl gfvo e fUJip to che 
rhoory put forth when DttroJ Vrf 
wot roured lo J990 by Mrt 
rher peop/e need not nocomarily 
vore for i iovontmoot that pon 
hrwt wcii> 

A; There ta some JuatifleatloA in 
drawiaf luch an inference, tut I 
would itlU give credit to our peo> 
pla. They know the differance be* 
ivfoen the parlianeonry pell and 
an AMenbJy election You tea* if 
the uoe results (of (he 1944 Lok 
Sebha poll) are repeated in the 
coming Assembly elections I would 
say there is absolute justif icacioB in 
chit conclusion. 8ut let us see. 

Q: 8ur /r? the ju$t coec/uded elec* 
rioiz. you did try to make the elec* 
rion e local Xmuo. You reid the 
peopfe it wat a referendum on the 
parformance of the stere povera* 
merit. 

A; Yes, I did. I was afraid the 
opposinon did not present a very 


credible picture end so t drew on 
the performence of tbe state gov 
erruBenc hoping it would fetch us 
tbe votes. 

^ And you failed? 

A: No. We have polled more votes 
than ever before. 

Q:Do you hive t new plank to fight 
the Asseah^ elaetiont? 

A: Tbe peflorroance of my gov* 
ernmeBt. 


ismshridi— Hu df 

Q: What ebouf indiyidualt? Gun- 
du Rao.. 

A: Oh, they will be there cam* 
peigniag. Use contrast is there for 
all to see. We will not mention it. 

Q: Here you given any thought to 
forming a new oppositjon party? A 
saw fnot? 

A'. We have not discussed it so 
far. I don't say there u no such 
proposel. Many people have 
thought about it. But there has 
been no serious discussion yet. Now 
(hat tbe AsaemUy elections are 


coming up, there is no time. 1 think 
alter tbe Assembly elections, we 
can give some time to the proposal 

Q: The other day you mtationed 
the good performance put up by 
FarooQ A Mullah’s Sa r;nns/ Confer 
enca and STR't Teiugu Oasam. 
ifaveyou considered go/ng rauiona! 
alao? 

A: No. not at all. It it ell right for 
them. They had their reasons. But I 
am nut going to ... 

Q'. What about a (ederarion bf 
su4m regional oppugn.oo partiea at 
the national level as suggested by 
MfAoo hSasam? 

A: Yes. the federatmn idea is 
worth considering. But not just t 
federation of regional parties. 
Thera have to be national opposi* 
tlon parties also. 

Q: h appears there is a need for 
building up an opposition in the 
country anew, sifring ot/r rha dead* 
wood. Whar (houghr have given to 
this matter? 

A: What is first necessary is tbor* 
ough and deep introspection to find 
out where we have gone wrong. It it 
no use finding faults with any indl* 
vidual. Feriiaps our policy (about 
projecting a coalition) was not cor* 
rect. More then anything, wa failed 
to present a credible picture ^fore 
the electorate 

Q: Is lormpecrron enough? Don’t 
you think stronger measures are 
necessary? 

A: Yes. After introspection what¬ 
ever measures are necessary to im* 
prove our !mage. they must be 
taken. 


vaiv« while a Raitha Sangha candi* 
date polled 11.000 vnr^« Thousands o(* 
votes in the urban segment of the 
constituency were not registered. 
Scindia, who had nursed the consti. 
tuency meticuluusly for over a vear, 
was understandably crestfallen. But 
Hegde's gambit of throwing in sin of 
his cabinet colleagues into the fray 
failed miserably. Five of them, in* 
eluding Sab and Scindia, lost. The 
lone winner was urban development 
minister V. S. Krishna (yer from the 
traditional Janata stronghold of 
Bangalore South. 

The biggest blow to the Congres* 
all) came in the Mandya cunstituency 


where the uni'»n mini>f»*r 9 V 
Krishna w:t< ro'.rt^'H hy tht .:c'og(«r>!< 
rian Janata nominee, K V Sh:mkuK 
Gowda. This was a vtrange cose 
where the Congross^l) sympathy 
wave could not match the sympathy 
wave for Shankare Gowda, who has 
never won a direct election and who 
was figiiiing what was last big 
election In the Kolar reserved con* 
sti tuency, the Congressfl) suffered 
another setback when the sitting MP. 
G Y Krishnan, seeking a fifth term 
from the same constituency, was de. 
feaied by Dr Venkate^h, a pracHiing 
physician and a newcomer to 

politics The KoUr win for the Janata 


i*mpb:‘'»‘<eJ thi' impor'-mcc of the 

N'TRfac.oi ji, Ki<rtuir,f)((' Kolar has 8 
large Tehtg" and it was 

only ojH* of the two constituencies 
where NTR campaigned for the Jana* 
ta Perty. 

For tbe Cnngressrl), it was a vie* 
rory to be savoured and later, mulled 
owe. riearlv, it not (he vome 
Congress of 1971. 1977 and 1980. 
There will be no more easy victories; 
the party had only four wins by 
lakh*plus margins. The halcyon days 
of the Congress are over and it is only 
up to Rajev Gandhi to prevent this 
percaptible downhill sUde. 
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Stemming the Tide 


ANDHRA PRAD^H 

T he ti*k Sabha election results 
were \i rude shock tu the Consres* 
s(l) in Andhra Pradesh, especlnlly us 
Rajiv GandhiU intensive three day 
tour hud given a tremendous boost to 
the morale of the Congressmen. In 
fact, some of the party leaders were 
boasting of bagging 3!> sears. They 
doimed that Mr GoridhiS chariemu 
would be successful in driving out 
NTR fr<im the statv But the Gongres* 
s(l) hold of 41 out uf 42 seats in l^th 
lb?7 nnd 19WJ Lok S.ibha elections 
looser fid :ind the party munuged to 
win only Lix .ecit^, h;:lf of which th;iy 
manuM^'d to scrupw* through with a 
margin of less thun 10.000 votes. The 
Cnngress(!) got rusty surprise-j whun 
many of the puny vtah/arcHindtiding 
union home mjinvt«r P.V. Nurasimho 
Ruo and onu*rime; party president K. 
Brahmanandu Reddy lost their seats 
to the Telugu De:;ani which Congre»* 
$(l) Jeadvro had ceivrred to av “a 
regional party.' 

'i'he CongrussdVc expectation^ in 
the state had shot up becau:*eot the 
relatively low level of factional in 
fighting in the party and the large 
cruwds which turned up at Rajiv 
Gandhi'r public meetings. Congress 


leaders had gleefully accept*^ the 
three uddition*'.I days of electioneer¬ 
ing that ilie party hud to it:, benefit 
with the polling d^rc set for 27 
December. The Congress(Il look the 
crowds TO mean votet nnd thought 
that tlio sympathy wave which had 
not been evidant earlier, was trig* 
gered off by Rajiv Gandhi's meet* 
ings. While in the re:.t of the country, 
the Congro'td) campaign highlight* 
ed issue like the unity and integrity 
of the country, in Andhra Pradesh 
the Prim*. Minister tried to br.«nd the 
opposition conclaves as disruptive 
and divisive attempts of the opposi* 
(ion pariK*^ He used a catchy slogan 
to end his*spei.<hes; "This is u vote 
nut for Tulugu Oesum Kashmit Du- 
urn or UP Duram/' hv &aid, ‘*(hiv iv a 
vote for Bharc»i Durum.'' Hawvvi.r cn 
Andhra Prudush (heiv has buen u 
hvightenod j'.vartrfie.s of the politic- 
ul happening:, in tliu aaiu cir.ce Au¬ 
gust 19(14 when N. Bhashjrs Rao wot 
forcibly inbtulled us chief minisiur. 
R.iiiv Candhi (luusti'ming thu moral¬ 
ity of N.T. Kjraarao rvmaining as 
caretaker chief minUtur for ihrev 
months did not cut much ice among 
the people. ei»pecial)y vihen many of 
ihu ML.As owing allegiencu to Bhas- 
kura Rjo |Ojnud the Coiigressdt ru* 
cently. 


Thu election reL>uks camv js a 
pkjsant surprise to tlu Tvlugo Oe.- 
Party too. The pjrivV. opt im I sue 
(* timatek had not pepgud ;hcir tolly 
to mare than 23 wots Th ►: ympathy 
Tv.tor as wuU os Rajiv Candhi s pu- 
m^l impaci was diffic>tU to u^tl- 
m no. The united from iha. the,Con 
prussfl) prvsenied after the election 
i.impaign gave the Congress suppor- 

tufV and parry workers a lot of confi¬ 
dence. The Congres< (I) workers had 
bcv n forwarding the thvorv thsii the 
TDl* should be elected to the state 
A^cuirbly but (he Congress for the 
centre That the Cungressd) misread 
the moud of thu people isobvruus for. 
in the few duy^ before polling, Con 
grussdi leaders in Hyderabad cbor- 
(ic'd—their bicycle is punctured now 
(cycle IS the Tclegu Det-am election 
symbol) 

All the SIX membeis uf the union 
cabinet from Andhra Pradesh top¬ 
pled in (he face of .he Telugu D«:.um 
onslaught. Even Vijayabhaskara 
Reddy who had withstood the KTR 
wave at Yemmiganur Assembly cun* 
sntuency in 19Si and bad won his 
Kurnool Lok Sabha scat with a mar* 
gin of over 2,00,000 votes in the 1977 
and 19d0 elections lost at Kurnool 



N.T.IUmaReetampikPdwtfft AedhceP f idi ib 





I 

this time by 7.400 votes Union home 
minister Narasimha Rno could retain 
his berth in Parliament only thmuj^h 
ihe Kumtek seal in Maharashtra 
where he was elected by a ntHrfiin of 
two lakh votes after Iosihk his home 
constituency ol Kaiiamkonda in 
Andhra Pradesh. F. Shiv Shankar. P. 
VenkMta.snbbaiah, M.S. Sanjeevi i 
RaOs VijdvabhHskdra Reddy and Mai- 
likdijun resigned from the cabinet 
I after losing their seats m the state 
^ Even the frantic IdM^mmute shift ' 
from Sccundenihad tci Medak hy F | 
Shiv Shankar in search of a safe I 
consiitiiencv<Mcddk having been In 
dira (idridhi's constiiuvncv. the Com 
] c^iHxted me svmp.irhy factor 
to dttidbi the votes) did not help. 

There was no wave operatmp in 
the state, neither a svbipathv wave 
nor an NTK wave, but (he solid 
Telusu Pesam support that NTR has 
carved «'U( for himself remained with 
him. The CnugresMl) had anticiiiated 
that the acute antnConK^ess feelini: 

I in the state winild have subsided 
after (hu death of Indira Gandhi, btii 
Ml Rajiv Gandhi could nut fiain any 
pond will in the stale The Ctiitgres<(|) 
enthu^iu.sm. hnwevei. was not lutally 
misplaced. The party gained ei^t 
per cent votes over the percentage of 
voles it had polled m the 
Assembly elections. Five per cent of 
I this increase in votes came From the 
decrease in the votes of independent 
candidates. The ConAressdl could 
make only a marginal dent of three 
per cent in the votes cast in favour of 
the Telugu Desam Party and its allies 
in The largest increase in voles 
for (he CungresMlj came in the 
Andhra region (12 per cent) The 
anticipated five per cent increase in 
the votes in Telengana which could 
have given the Congress(l) half (he 
seats in the region did nut come 
about; the Congresx(l) gained only 
three per cent increase in (he votes 
but this was offset by the combined 
opposition front. The opposition uni¬ 
ty and seat adjustment in all consti* 
lucncies except Khammam helped 
the parties to consolidate their sup¬ 
port in the region. 

The Congressd) party made every 
effort to sway the people. A number 
of popular I’elugu film personahtes 
iniludiiig Krishna and Jamuna, the 
lallvr a heroine of manv KTR ctar* 

rers. were roped in. The party 
mounted a liigh-level media blitz: 
(here were video films of Indira 
Gandhi's funeraU a twrraknihs tfolk 
drama) on the Ufe of the late Prime 
Minister, gigantic cutouts of Indira 
Gandhk large hoardings in question' 
able taste depicting her assessma* 
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Will Provide a 
Const ructive Opposition” 

ATTR told Sunday 


Vour party and itsaiUas have 
m won i.f Lok Sabha saott rn 
Andhra Frade^h. What is the 
reason for this vicrof>,* 

A: It is the cemfidenee that the 
people repose in us (the Tetugu 
Desam Party) and ie is due to loe 
i^eai dedication with which we are 
fullnwing our party’s menifeeto and 
implementing our policies in up< 
holding the poorer sections of the 
society, not at all caring for the 
ricii. 

Q: While the rest of the country 
has (alien to the Congreesf/^ it is 
ofliy ID Andhra Pradesh that the 
Tologu Desam has held its own. 
KTiax are the reasons for this? 

A: It is our great concern for (he 
commoD man. their fCoogreasd's) 
approach ix from the platform 
(while) we work for the poor and 
that 1 $ what affects (he people. 

Q: During his election meeting 
in Andhra Predesh. Rejie Ganahi 
i^uestioned the morality of your 
ceretaJeer government remaining in 
office (or three months. 

A; These were all election 
speeches. 1 have also given my 
replies in the public ntterings. 

Q: Why do you think the opposi- 
tioti parties failed at the national 
ICYCi? 

A: The oppositiun leaders du ooc 
have a correct view for perfect 
understanding amemg chernselves 
for which I was trying. We need to 
have coordiaatiou and cooperation. 
Only then will the people have 
confidence in us (oppo^tion per* 
ties). 

Q: . 10 W that Che Telugu Desam 
Party forms the largest oppositioo 
party in the Lok Sabba, what will 


be your park's role in Pariiament? 

A: We will hold the opposition 
role tightly. We will project our 
party’s policies. Our emphasis is on 
(he common men. We will give (the 
narton) a constructive oppesition. 

<?: During the election campaign. 
the Congressil) tried, to brand the 
rejtionafparties including the Telu¬ 
gu Desam Party as separatist 
(forces/. What do you'think? 

A: They (Cot^e^I) can't say 
anything now. The people have 
given us a mandate •' i the national 
level also. They (the Congress !) 
will be insulting my electorate If 
they speak like this. 

Q: What are the issues your party 
will take up in the l^k Sabha? 

A: Wo are intercstvd in equal 
rights for women in ancestral prop¬ 
erty; equal rights for women along 
with mon. Don’t you agree? 

0: Do you plan to bring in art 
unu defection bill? 

A: Yes. We want an anti* 
defection bill. We want politics to 
be free of corruption. If the Con¬ 
gress wants (0 remove corruption in 
politics, let them vote for the bill. If 
they want corruption to continue, 
let them not support the bill. 

Q: You have extended fullest sup¬ 
port and cooperertoo to Rajiv Caa* 
dhi in a message wishing him suc¬ 
cess ia the future. Does rhis mea/i 
(bar you will soften your stand 
vis-a-vis the cenrre and the Con> 
gressfl)? 

A: 1 am first an Indian, only after 
that do 1 belong to my state. It ie my 
duty as an Indiao to support the 
centre. 


tion and audio cassettes of her cies. As a result, for the fiist time, 
speeches. sitting members were asked embar 

The Telugu Desam which had in* rassing questions on what they had 
iroduced a cassette of NTR'4^ done for their constituencies, 
speeches, film dialogues and massive While Congressmen in the rest of 
cutouts to the Andhra Pradesh elec* the country are elated with the Lok 
non scene had to fall back on NTR Sabha results, in Andhra Pradesh 
and his personal appeal to (he people where (hey worked together keeping 
through his tours in (he Chartanya the forthcoming Assembly elections 
Rat ham. NTR and (he party leaderg in mind, they are in a totally shat- 
brought home to the people (he activ- tered condition. On the other hand, 
ity or rather (he lack of it by the ‘he Telugu Desam has proved itt 
Congressd) MFs, many of whom had relevance to the national opposition. 
n(»t bA*h«r^ (o visit their constituen- ftaMa Ihdemheg 


tMMV 4-11 snarr rM 
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happy about Dr Abdullah's attitude 
in not consulting his allies about the 
selection of candidates> appealed to 
the people to vote for the opposition 
National Conference. 

In Baratnulla things were made 
easy for the NC (Opposition) when 
Lone withdrew his nominanon to 
work for them, Thv ruling NC even 
hobnobbed with the Jamaat-o-lslaisi 
and likeminJed parties which have 
pockets of influence' The chief minis* 
ter. Mr Shah, met Jamaai leaders 
including <}ari Saifuddin, Later Mr 
Shah said that in fact, jamaat lead¬ 
ers had called on him to plead the 
case of t he i r parpr colleague Sy ed A li 
Gcelani lodged in the Srinagar cen* 
iral jail fur anti-India activities. 
However, ihe jamaat called for a 
hoycutt of the eleciiuns to '‘register 
protest against India's occupation of 
Kashmir '* 

In Srinagar, the chief minister's 
son Muraffar Shah was beaten by the 
sitting MP. Abdul Rashid Kabuli of 
NC (Opposition). Shah and his party 
expected rhar Kashmiri pandits and 
Shiites would vote fnr the ruling 
party. The CM had irked many 
Shiites by imposing restriction dic¬ 
ing the last Moharram celebiatums. 
A section of the $hM»es led by state 
CongressI) legislature party leader 
Moulvi Iftekhar Hussain Ansari 
obviously backed the rvling party 
candidate while prominent Shiite 


leaders Moulvi Abbas .Ansari and 
Aga Mahmood rxmpaigned for the 
NC lOppooition). The Kashmiri pan¬ 
dits boycotted the election alleging 
discrimination against them 
In Anancnag, the NC (Opposition) 
candidate Begurn Akbar Jahan 
Abdullah, mother of the two rival 
presidents of the National Confer* 
ence had a smooth sailing. Such was 
the respect she commanded that 
even the chief minister and his wife 
Khalida Shah .(Begum Abdullah's 
daughter) did not campaign against 
her. In desperation the ruling party 
resorted to rigging and booth- 
capturing and the election commis¬ 
sion ordered repoll in 30 polling 
booths in (wo Kashmir valley const! 
tuencies Anantnag and Srinagar* 

In Jammu Pounch Or Karan Singh 
who contested as an independent 
candidate finished a miserable third. 
Janak Raj Cupte of the Congressd) 
won the seat defeailng Shabir 
Ahmed Solaria uf the NC (0). Karan 
Singh had tried to win over Ihe Sikh 
electorate of the constituency and 
had visited (he Sikh populated areas 
of the city and so the predominantly 
Hindu electorate voted against him. 
Karan Singh's "betrayal" of Mrs Can- 
dhi was also an issue. Karan Singh 
had shifted from Udhampur from 
where he had been winning since 
19S7. 

Yusuf tml 


T he ruling National Conference 
with its ally the Congress(I) man¬ 
aged to secure only two seats out of 
the five in which elections were held. 
The National Conference (Opposi¬ 
tion) led by the former chief minister 
Dr Farooq Abdullah strengthened its 
claim ro rule the state by checking 
(he massive Rajiv wave that swept 
the country. The results in fact 
showed that the people of the state 
did not approve of the unfair meant 
adopted by the Congressd) to throw 
the Farooq Abdullah governmeni out 
of power. Even the election commis* 
sion recogni;ied Dr Abdullah's fac¬ 
tion as ihe real National Conference 
by granting it the plough symbol. 
Commented a victorious Farooq 
Abdulltih; "Hud ihc ruling party* 
Congfv^*s(li combine not re*uirred lu 
booth capturing and other malpruc* 
tices ihvir candidate^ would have 
even lost their depositv.” 

Uvon though the ruling party had 
lost ihc battle before the gong »ound- 
ed* the Cong/essdi tried hs best to 
create an impact hy vainly trying to 
woo Mirwaiz Moulvi Farooq of Aw»- 
mi Action Committee ond Abdul 
Gam lAititi. leader uf pro*uutunnmy 
Feople'.'i Conference. Mirwuis 
Farooq and Lone despite being un* 


l>ar<H>q aiMluHali MMrv<kslJiaa imnlirw 
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People Have Total Confidence Ik Me’ 


0 , Haiv diel vfiu 'item the Rajiv 
Gnndhi w^^y€ tnd win etl the 
three in the Ki^shmir valley? 

A, Mv pirtv Naiionai Confer* 
Mice, fought tor the independence 
of the Knshmiri« and it was this 
panv wh>ch became instrumental 
m (he state's accession to the Indi¬ 
an Union. It has a record of ^ood 
Heeds and always stood for the 
people of Jammu and Kashniir, 
irrespective nf their caste, creed 
and other affiliMions. The people 
also love this party and its princi- 
ple« and ideology. There is no de 
nyinjt that the Con^resAfll is a 
national parry, but (ha people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have (heir 
own problems and interests. 

Q But U iif etiefted that you as 
wtJI 0 ^ other oppufiitien .Vntion.vf 
6 ’oftferertce leaden resorted to 
arouflrjit the ref/^tou.r and regional 
feelings of the people during your 
election campaign. 

A Thar U totally baseless and 
jnalicious You know, not only did 
the Muslims of Kashmir vote fur my 
party but other sections of people, 
including the Kashmiri pandits and 
Sikhs as well In Jammu division 
too which IS a Hindu predominant 
belt, 01 V party nominee has polled 
nearly one and*a*half lakh votes 
and gave a cough fight to the Con* 
gressfll candidate there. 

Q: On the eve of the elections you 
had asserted that the Congre^f^ 
headed by MrRa/iV<7andhf was nor 
tht Congress which hed fought for 
(ho country’r independence. But af¬ 
ter it returned to ^wer through the 
efectfom. .vou ha ve publicfy praised 
this party and its Jeaefer. Is it aa 
attempt to mend feiteas with the 
Prime Minister? 

A The countrymen have over* 
wbelmingly voted for the Congres* 
^^T) 10 the recent elections. Facts 


Faroo<| AWuIiah foid Sonoav 

are facts and you can hardly put 
them behind. One should acc^t 
(he people's verdict gracefully. Tre 
for reconciliation and my efforts 
will be directed not at desiroyini 
the country but strengthening it. 

Q, Does it mean that you have 
nivtn up vour aUianee with the 
opposition > 

A' Ho. not at all. You know, my 
alliance with the oppositiMi was not 
for persona] gains. We had been 
Kayina that the Congress(I) had 
adopted tome wrong end anti* 
people policies end asked (he vo¬ 
ters (0 vo(e i( out of power. We 
wanted (hat the country should 
prosper. We have many problems to 
tackle, Pufifab being the most 
sensitive one. Vm even prepared 
to sacrifice my Hfe to see this most 
sensitive problem solved early. 

O’ What were the mam causes for 
the omosjtion’s rout? 

A: Disunity. The opposition 
failed to unite. Various opposition 
parties pitted their candideiet 
against each other. After tasting a 
debacle. I hope the opposition per* 
tics will try to unite and reach a 
coQseniua on all oaiional and re* 
gionai issues. 

0 : You have appaaM to the 
Prime Minister to do Justice ro (he 
people of Jammu and Kashmir^ 
What kiad ^Justice do you expect 
from hiin^ 

A' He should direc* his party unit 
in Kashmir to withdraw its support 
to the Ghulam Moharonad Shah 
ministry, so that the way k paved 
for the dissolution of the state 
AsiemWy and fresh elections fee 
the Houso are held. The resounding 
victory of my pany in the elections 
has proved tut the pe(HI>le have 
reposed total confidence bi me and 
my party. 

Q: Foiiowing your dismiasal in 


Juff you kid demanded the ninov-l 
at of the state Governor, Mr Jagmo- 
Han, accuaiag him of siding with (he 
Cofigreaim and its ally, the ATatjon' 
at CoofereAce faction ted by your 
estranged sister. ATbafida Shah. Bur 
you have now praised him publiety 
for entur0g a free and fair pof/ in 
hiastete- 

At Pm s Muslim, so 1 believe only 
in the iruth. You know, very few 
polittcians speak the truth. But 1 
must confess that it was the Gov* 
ernor who sternly reiected the sug¬ 
gestion to rig the elections in his 
state, for the benefiv of the ruling 
party Congreitf!) I'^mbine The 
role the Governor played and the 
iinparriality the poll and law and 
order machinerv maintained 
helped in restoring their trust. I’m . 
happy over this. i 

D' Bur .coon after tht pelting vras 
over von had. at a press conference, 
eevused the Cormressd) and the 
ruting SationaJ Conference of re¬ 
sorting to large*sraie rigging and 
had also demaoded repolt in the , 
Ananrnag constituency 

A: They, of course, tried to rig the 
poll. Some polling booths were cap* 
tured, parrlculariy in the Anantnag 
constituency, by them. But our par* , 
ty supporters resisted It. The Elec¬ 
tion Commission had also reports 
rm this. They, therefore, ordered | 
rtpolling tn many polling stations. ' 
Thi« way their attempts were foiled 
to some extent. Had they not cap* 
tured booths and resort^ to other 
irregularities their candidates 
would have even lost their deposits. 

Q: It there any move to bridge ' 
the gutf between the Congreaef/> 
ieedera and you? ■ 

A; This boy flUjiv) bes guts and we 
should cooperate with him 

mws i s w edby YmuHameet 


WEST BE NGA L_ 

T he Cl'IlMl ho:, been rejected by 

:h(: valet k in Colcu:tu ;jnd thv 
t;uiiuunil:ik}* industrial buU li has 
maintained nnly a io<. lmld in the 
ruia) districts of Burdwan. fiunkura, 
Midnaporc. Furulia, and Cooch- 
behar In the north, in Darjeeling 
and ,lal|»acgun. the p.,rtv hd» got 
through hy ihv ^kin uf its teeth. 
Nowtvei. the voters have returned 
all the CHI caitdiiUte» and must of 


the cunte$ian(s belonging to the Re* 
volutiunoo' Socialist Party (RSP) 
and the Forward Bloc. To the discern* 
ing observer, the results appear to be 
a censure of the CPl(Ml. 

The Congrestillon the other hand, 
hns swept Calcutta and the industrial 
belt by spectacular margins; it has 
increased its strength considerably 
m mirth Bengal, and has made in* 
luuds into the "rod bastions" of 
Seram pure. Hooghly and the 24 Par* 
ganas The Congress's victory has 
forced the CHKMl leaders to fmallv 


admit their failure to assess the 
mood of the voters. The Marxist 
leaders have tried to dismiss (he 
“ntghtmai'e'’ results as a manifesto* 
tion of the "Indira wave." In addi* 
tion, both chief minister Jyoti Basu 
and the CPI(M) state secretary, Saroj 
Mukherjee. have held newspapers, 
AIR end TV guilty of misleading the 
voters about the true srate of things, 
The CPI(M)-dominated Left Prom 
came to power in the wake of the 
Janata wave of 1977. At the 1980 
hustings, (he Front improved its posi- 
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tion. Now, there is no misiake ibout 
the fact that the CPKM) is losing its 
support base among the middle clas¬ 
ses, the urban industrial workers as 
well as the vast maiority of the rural 
poor who live below the poverty line. 
AlchouRh the chips are down, there is 
no unanimity in the Front about the 
reasons for the debacle. Though the 
CPl(M) wants to forget the entire 
episode as just another manifesta¬ 
tion of the Indira wave, the RSP and 
Forward Bloc think that the Front's 
loss of couch with the masses is at the 
root of the defeat. 

The bells indicating a debacle 
were tolling long before the ignooii* 
nous defeat came. It was evident 


when Mr Chakravorty surted giving 
sermons on such subjects as culture, 
music and the arts during his squats 
hies with the well-known singer. Ms 
Usha Uthup. 

The Left Front, in fact, failed to 
live upto the expectations tt gener 
ated among the people. The much 
publicised “opeiatioo Berga/' which 
was instituted to give sharecropping 
rights 10 landless peasants, wn drop 
as soon as the rural gentry 
resisted it. Strikes organised by 
trade unions often led to lockouts 
and closures and ultimately unem¬ 
ployment. The employment curve 
took a downward trend and the Front 
leaders did nothing more than 


f( r 


|jl» minister Ashohc Sen at the Cefrutta airport 


from the Assembly by election re¬ 
sults in 1963 and this year (the Front 
lost m throe of the five seats), as well 
as jn from the panchayar elections. In 
the Howrah municipal elections this 
year, the Front narrowly defeated 
the Congresstll. but the Front lead¬ 
ers. instead of taking the proper 
lesson from the results, preferred to 
Ignore it altogether. 

Jn fact, during the past seven years 
in power, the CPhM) and its partners 
have increasingly depended on the 
bureaucracy rather than on mass 
contact. At times, the approach has 
been totally insensitive to popular 
expectations. Take for example chtef 
minister Jyoti 8asu*s trip to China 
when the state was reeling under the 
enterric epidemic which took more 
than a thousand lives. Or, for that 
matter the unseemly* mudslingtng 
the between the PWD minister, Jacin 
Chakravorty, and the urban dvelop* 
tnent minister, Prasania Sur. over 
condition of roads In the city and 
districts. People were bewildered 


Issuing statements about future in¬ 
vestments in the state, which, howev¬ 
er, never materialised. 

Mrs Gandhi's return to power in 
1980 upset the Front's applecart. The 
CPIiM) as well as the Front leaders 
miscalculated her mieniions and 
assumed that she might topple the 
West Bengal governmenl. According¬ 
ly. the Slate government adt»pted a 
bunch of welfare measures which 
ultimatelv bmuneranged. The Front 
exchequer went bankrupt. Measure* 
like unemployment dole, disburse 
ment of dearness allowance at ven¬ 
tral rates, and increased payscales 
for teachers, municipal employees 
etc. were taken. This increased the 
burden on the exchequer at a time 
when revenue coUecrions were fall¬ 
ing. Plan expenditure bad to be di¬ 
verted to non-plan heads creating a 
‘'Catch 22* situation where the state 
had to depend on overdrafts. 

As the financial situation deterio¬ 
rated further. (heCPIlHFdominated 
Front cried to take the easy wiv out. 


It tried to shift the blame on the 
centre and raised the non-Marxist 
bogey of the centre's stepmotherly 
attitude towards the state. During 
(he election campaign, the Left Front 
raised national issues like unity and 
integrity trying to gloss over its nun* 
performance. And this approach 
suited the Congress as it, almost vrith 
a vengeance, capitalised on the 
Front's acts of commission and 
ommission in the past seven years. 
Nonplussed, the CPhM) brought Dr 
Farooq Abdullah for campaigning in 
Muslim-majority areas, but interes¬ 
tingly enough none of the central 
leaders of the parly were asked to 
campaign in West Bengal- At the 
same time the party did not hesitate 
to mount a campaign against the 
railway minister. A B-A- Ghani Khan 
Chaudnury. in Malda. which was no¬ 
thing shun of character assassina¬ 
tion. 

The smugness of the CPI(Ml lead¬ 
ership is evident from the fact that 
ever after polling wa.t ever, they 
could mil gauge the erosion of their 
strength. Siroj Mukherjee, who 
glibly dismissed the results as a man¬ 
ifestation of the Indira wave after 
the final results came In. had only a 
couple of days back said that there 
was no Indira wave. The realisation 
of the defeat, however, is dawning on 
the CPhM) and its Front partners 
now. Benoy Chaudhury. the state 
land reforms minister, has admitted 
that over-bureauc rati sat ion of pen- 
chayar.r had alienated the rural mas- 
seN From the party. The RSP and 
Forward Bloc leaders now admit with 
uncanny hindsight that after all the 
vote might have been "an anti-Left 
Front wave." The erosion of the Left 
Front's strength may be gauged from 
the fact that while the Front had a 
margin of lakh votes in 1980. this 
time it less than a lakh. The defeat 
of the CPIiM) poliiburo member. 
Samur Mukherjee. by a margin of 
about a lakh votes by Priya Ranjan 
Das Munshi fCnngress-I) in Howrah, 
only highlights the magnitude of the 
erosion of ihe CPKMj's strength in 
an area where the tower middle 
classes, factory workers, rural poor 
and the rich live cheek bv jowl. 

The CPlfMl has to make up its 
mind now about whether to stick to 
power or to go for a fresh mandate. 

There are divisions over the issue 
both m the CPKM) as well as in the 
Front. The voters, at least in this 
state, have made it clear that no 
party, not even the CPKM) or the 
Left Front, can take them for 
granted. 


iv »urr uai 
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How We Won the Bections 


SnkanI Vermn. AICCfl) spol<f*^*fnan,anoivsps (he Tongrffssff) victory 


T he issues m this efenion wvre 
simple. The people realiv made 
up rheir minds ihe dav Mrs Ojndhi 
was assassinated It wus also -if wr 
anaWse the prnhlem--a wav to 
avenfte the death rtf Mrs Gandhi The 
forces which were responsihle for the 
assaxsinution of Mrs Giindhi have 
been laiiishT a lesson Rv forces, I do 
nni mrdn the opposition; I am refer 
ring rn the forces which were for the 
d«stahllisatM>n of the crumrrv The 
people of India want, through rhelr 
vole, to sav thdt this cuuntrv cannot 
he destubilised 


But I would stil! sav that it was a 
pu&itive vnto During the campaign 
Mr Chandra Shekhar began eo say 
that unity nnd national integrity 
were not the tssiie5 This ] rhink was 
an insult to the feelings of the |>eo* 
pie 1* showed an utter lack rsf con 
cern on the part of the opposition. 
People began to reconsider whether 
the country could he safe m the 
hands of people who do not respect 
their feelings ^ | feel that thev 
were punished If thev had nor 
uttered such sentences, some of them 
might not have Inst the elections 



.(ahilinr t unarrs<d li sugpurrm rvfnirmi om the streets of Drthl 


This was not «i complex election; 
there were not too many issues in¬ 
volved either. The opposition parties 
were unnecessarily raising issues 
which were peripheral and minor. 
There was only one issue' the unity 
and the indivisibility of India. The 
Congress!I) rightly understood the 
mood of the people. The Congress 
party had already lost its leader for 
the cause of unity and Integrity of 
the country. I think that it wason this 
issue that we won the election. 

To some extent, the victory was 
a vote against the opposition. 


Day >n and day out. during my 
press briefings, T reminded the 
opposition leaders through the press 
to read the writing on the wall. The 
people were concerned about the 
unity of the natioo. but all the time 
the opposition accused us ol raising 
the b^ey of unity. They have been 
punished, but by and large it is a 
positive vote for the unity and in* 
tegrity of the country. The people 
have given a big nindare lo Rajiv 
Gandhi so that he does not have to 
depend on anyone. He is free to act: 
to make the choices, to provide the 


stability in India 

The votes of the women have been 
very important in the elections. They 
were very aggrieved, they felt deeply 
hurl when Mrs Gandhi was mur¬ 
dered This countrv, although it has a 
great intellectual tradition, is basi¬ 
cally emotional. Indians respond to 
things emotionally. There is deep* 
ci*mpassion, kindness among the peo-' 
pie That, at least, has been the 
mvsNUge of our philosophy and reli¬ 
gion Our'women were, therefore, 
deeply hurt when Mrs Gandhi was 
assassinated That is why. a« I said 
earlier, they decided ^hat very day to 
vote for Ra>iv Gandiu It was not a 
sympathy wave, ehhough it is being 
called thus. The word in itself seems 
10 me to be very odd It is not 
sympathy, it is a decision: Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi died for a cause and lei us uphold 
that cause 

I would also like <o mention that a 
lot Ilf canards were spread by the 
RJP and other parties that there was 
a Hindu backlash, that only the Hin- 
' dus would vote fur the Congressfl) 
while the Mushm.s and Sikhs would 
not. Bur the results have proved once 
again that all communities and reli¬ 
gions voted for the Congress! D. The 
Muslims and the Rikhs living outside 
Punjab have voted for the Congres- 
s(ll. So. the cause of national integra¬ 
tion has been uphold. This is the first 
time the cause of national imegra* 
tiun has been upheld through the 
ballot, 

fn the last two [x>k Sabha elec¬ 
tions. (he north voted differently 
' from the south. With a few minor 
differences here and there, the north 
and south have behaved in the same 
pattern if you see the results in 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The world 
should learn a lesson from the results 
of (his election. The Indian people 
are deeply in love with their miintry. 
(hey wilt resist and fight any attempt 
to divide the enunrry. 

The caste factor did not work at all. 
That is why (he DMKP which is a 
caste-based parry proved to be insig> 
nificant. In Parliament, they will not 
even have a bench. This time the 
people rose above caste considera- 
tlona These people were expecting a 
caste voce, especielly in (he north, 
but they were wiped out. The BJP 
has been completely liquidated, The 
trader class and cartain caitei uMd 
to vote for them; they did not do lo in 
December. We had to reach the con- 
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elusion that (he votes were for 
national integration. 

The victory has also been a vote for 
the youth: an important factor. One 
should not ignore the youth. Today, 
Rajiv Gandhi is a young man: 
although 1 would personally see his 
role as a link between the young and 
old. People also thought that since 
they were electing a yuung Prime 
Minister, his team in Parliament and 
in his cabinet should also be young. 
As I often said in my press briefings, 
our opponents are forgetting the fact 
that this time 40 per cent to 50 per 
cent of the voters belong to the 
younger generation. They would 
naturally like to vote for a younger 
Prime Minister But, at the same time 
I wuuld say that the older generation 
has also voted (or the youngei gen 
eration They thought let us also 
give A chance to the young man; we 
have ^een enough ot the old men. A 

S ossible reason foi the vicinries of 
agjivuit Ram and Charan Singh is 
that both suppoiiud the uimy action 
ill the Golden Temple and both justi 
tied (he govemment's attitude 
throughout, even before the army 
action. Thu<. they also won on ihe 
issue. 

To say that Hindus used to vote for 


the BJP It to brand all Hindus as 
curemunabsts The Hindus who voted 
for the Congress (as well as the 
others who voted for the Coogress'l) 
did so because the) believed it lo be 
the national party li has us routs all 
over India. So, they did not vote for 
(he BJP. The issue was Akhsnd Bhar 
at. They thought that this AJeh^nd 
Bharar couJd only be visualised 
through a.parry which has an Aih 
India character and roots every¬ 
where The BJP has become 
irrelevant 

The Congresstil victory was also a 
vote fui change in the sense that 
Rajiv Gandhi's assurances that he 
would provide a clean government 
worked People have somehow come 
to beliex f (hai Rape Gandhi is a man 
who do«» what he says. When he says 
that he will provide a clean govern 
ment. he will really provide it, and 
root nut cniuption 

The upposiiiihi was cUiniiiaied be- 
o[ iheii I ok dui mg (he last «wo 
oi three >c«i» Punjab had become a 
naiUhiaii\»yc Ihc op|>osnjoiishould 
havw nclpcd the gvvoraoical lu solve 
the piobkm Instead, it cieated 
obstacles They did not exeit any 
pressure on the Akali Dal. Naturally, 
people were annoved with the lead¬ 


ers. As fat* as Madhav Rao Sciiidla 
and Amitabh Bachrhan and the youn¬ 
ger generation are coiiceinvd, they 
won because people had begun to 
think that (hey had had enuugh of 
professional politicians. Let politics 
also be done by those who have not 
made politics theJi dhjnda (meuns of 
living I That is why they voted for 
Amitabh Bachchau, Sunil Duu. Vy- 
jayaiithimala. Natwai Sin^, KR. 
Narayanan and iiun-prufessionals in 
the belief that the newly elected peo¬ 
ple might deiivei the goods because 
(hey do nut have a vested interest in 
politics. It IS also true that somebody 
who has something else to dc^like 
writers, iiuelleciuils, sportsmen, sci¬ 
entists—would behave differently. 
He would nut make pulitks a means 
of living There- would be less currup- 
tion, insecurity f'oiiiics wuuld be 
raised to a highei level. 

The countiy has shown to the 
world Its iiuici siimgih it waH being 
said that this country was being 
fiagjiienicd PuDpie hud begun lo 
belie Vo outside that Ji)di« would be 
diiidcd wry suon The country in 
lievembei I9H4 wanted tu demons¬ 
trate (hat It was une 
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WEST BENGAL 


The Fall of Pranab and Ghani 

Strong rrs(?nlnicnl In stale against their exrlusion frvm cobinet 


T hv first hinlh of thvir deilintr 
Ciime quite e<irly, even while Mr» 
Gandhi lay In »i»Te Suddenly the 
siate Luntroiled TV and radio 
appeared to be luring the interest 
that they had heen sh(»wmit all thtse 
veurK in Mrs Gandhi'^ finance mini« 
rer and the number two man in her 
cabinet, Pranab Mukherjee Refer 
encen to him became fewer and far 
Iwiween and finallv he could no 
longer be seen or heard in the official 
media. The '*iitns of Mrs (iandhiN 
railway ininisler. Ghani Khan 
Choudhuiy's dev lint vwie evident 
when K vlit Gandhi leinstaied the 
Railway Board chauman K.T. 
KaKhovan, whom ihv cailwav minis¬ 
ter had sacked afier huUlm^ him 
rvNponsihle for a iiaiii accident in 
Bombay. 

If they hud the eves ro recognise 
ilie signals they would not have been 
as sill prised as they were when Rajiv 
Gandhi dropped them from his 
cabinet after the elections. Although 
Pranab Mukherjee. because of his 
Keninntv and since he wa> a member 
of the Congtessdj parliamentary 
board and the wurkirtg committee 
WU5 given a seat on the dais besides 
Ra.iiv Gandhi at the Congress par 
liameniary partv meeting convened 
to elect Che party leader for the Icifc 
Sabha, he was neither asked to prup- 
use nor second Rajiv Gandhi’s name. 
The iwu hardlv spoke to each other, 
[n 1980, though Ih'anah Mukherjee 
lost in the pulls. Mrs Gandhi sum 
niuned him from Calcutta to convene 
chv Congressilj parliamentary party 
meeting and propose her name as the 
party leader. The contrast should 
have made it clear to Pranab 
Mukherjee that he had reached the 
end of the road. 

Yet, he was hoping against hope. 
Returning to his Jantar Mantar Road 
bungalow he stayed near the tele¬ 
phone till S pm expecting a call from 
Rajiv Gandhi or any of his aides 

saying he had been included in the 

cabinet. The call did not materialise 
and Pranab Mukherjee, sensing chat 
the inevitable axe had fallen on him, 
sent a letter to the works and housing 
ninliter requesting him for a smeller 
bungalow which he was entitled to as 
an MP He elso relieved hli personal 
staff immediately. 


The sword was hanging over his 
head for quite some lime but n came 
down unlv when he had been ren¬ 
dered most vulnerable Had be been 
given the CongrewdI nomination to 
content from West Bengal as he had 
wanted, he would probably have won 
a seat in the Lok Sabha (he is a Rajya 
Sabha membiT from Gujaraij and 
been on a firmer ground. But Hajiv 
Gandhi refused him a ticket while 
another of Mr Mukherjee's col¬ 
leagues. then the home minister and 
now the defence minister. P.V Nara 
simha Rao. had the rare privilege of 



Gkael Klnn Choudhers 


contesting from two constituencies. 
-As it is Pranab Mukherjee has never 
won a direct election although he 
rose from obscurity to be among the 
most powerful persons in the coun* 
try. A college teacher, he entered 
politics as an office secretary of the 
Bangla Congress in 19^ following a 
split m the West Bengal Congress. 
After the fall of the United Front 
government in West Bengal be 
switched over to Mrs Gandhi's party 
in 1970 and was appointed a daputy 
minister for induatriai development 
tn her cabinet in 197). A year Utar 
he wes shifted to the finance minis¬ 


try and later on given independent 
charge of banking and revenue dur¬ 
ing the Emergency. After Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi returned to power in 1980, she 
rewarded him even more amply, 
although he had lost the elections, by 
api»ointing him as her finance minis¬ 
ter, for standing by her during her 
days in the wilderness. And gradual¬ 
ly over the years Pranab Mukherjee 
iMcame nne of the very few people 
Mrs Gandhi trusted, Niiting with her 
in all the impurtani i^arty and the 
government commirtces. If his fall 
wub abrupt it was even mure un- 
cvrmoiiious. 

Minv greet wa> shown tu Kranab 
Mukherjve's Lolleaguc and political 
rival in West Bengal, Barkat Ghani 
Khan Choudhury. Shortly before Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi and his cabinet had been 
sworn in on Monday 31 December, 
Ghani Khan Choudhury was sum¬ 
moned lo the Prime Minister's I 
Ssafdarjang Road residence. There 
Rajiv Gandhi informed Ghani Khan 
(hat he was being drtipiied from the 
cabinet bu( was l>eiiig considered for 
(he AlCCdl’s general secretary's 
post as three of the general secretar- 
ies^Arun Nehru, Chandulal Chan- 
drakar and Abdul Ghafoor^were 
mining the cabinet. But Ghani Khan 
Choudhury was so agitated at his 
exclusion from the cabinet (hat he, 
instead of accepting the offer, 
wanted some time to talk to his 
followers on the subject. When Mr 
Choudhury rerurned to his li Akbar 
Koad lesidence, he found aiusi of lb 
Cong^osstl) MPs elected from West 
Bengal gathered there and were 
greatly agitated. They generally felt 
that West Bengal had l^n let down 
and they said it in so many words to 
West Bengal Governor Umashankar 
Dixit, a family friend of the Nehru- 
Gandhis, who was also in the Capital. 
Mr Dixit met Rajiv Gandhi twice 
during the day to convey (he feelings 
of tbe parry MPs from West Bengal. 

On Wednesday Cho-vdhury in a 
lenar informed Rajiv Gandhi chat he 
wanted another round of discussions 
with him before accepting the party 
position which he bad offered. The 
next morning ba met Anin Nehru 
and told him that he had decided to 
accept (he offer. It wm to be fomel- 
iied after e meeting with Rajiv Gan- 
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dhi on Friday. Ghani Khan Chou- 
dhury was asked to be near his 
telephone to answer the summons 
from the Prime Minister whenever it 
came. He waited for the whole day 
but the summons never came. It is 
yet premature to draw any conclu¬ 
sion from this but the possibility of 
Ra)iv Gandhi having second 
thoughts about Ghani Khan Chou- 
dhury is not altogether ruled out. 

Pranab Mukherjee’s alleged claim 
for interim-Prime Ministership after 
Mrs Gandhi's assassination is widely 
believed as a possible reason for his 
eclipse. Rajiv Gandhi was on a cam¬ 
paign tour in West Bengal when he 
received the news of Mrs Gandhi's 
assassination from a BBC broadcast. 
It wus while flying with Kajiv Gandhi 
til New Delhi that Ptauab Mukhcijee 
IS said 10 have dropped subtle hints 
to other senior party leaders^ (he Lok 
Sahha speaker Balaram Jakhar, Gha 
ni Khan Choudhury, AICCd) joint 
secretary Pani<,ker and We'.i Bengal 
Governor Dmashankar Dixit who 
were also travelling by (he same 
fhghi, drawing their attention to two 
previous occasions when the number 
two in the cabinet had become an 
interim Prime Minister. The refei> 
«nce was to Gulrarilal Nanda who 
became the iriteiim Prime Munster 
after Nehru's death and again after 
Lai Bahadur Shastri's death. Pranab 
Mukherjec however denies that he 
bad ever made 5uch a claim. Says he: 
'i am not a fool to he so ambitious as 
to behave like that." 

More likely, lie was dropped be¬ 
cause he had outlived his utility. If 
Mis (iandhi needeo persons whom 
she could trust absolutely, her son 
Rajiv Gandhi has no such compul- 
.sions. Mrs Gandhi, in her final years, 
had around her people who were 
politically weak so that they could 
not become a threat to Rajiv Gandhi 
whom she had certainly been groom¬ 
ing to succeed her. Now that Rajiv 
Gandht has become the Prime Minis¬ 
ter he does not need to have Mr 
Mukherjee around Besides, Pranab 
Mukherjee was not pulling on well 
with some powerful aides of the new 
Prime Minister. Some of his actions, 
whether or not done at (he behest of 
Mrs Gandhi, never received Rajiv 
Gandhi's approvaL With the new 
leaders have emerged some new 
equations in which Pranab Mukher¬ 
jee hardly fits. And so he had to go. 


G hani Khan Chovdhury, on the 
other hand, has become a victim 
of his style. In in attempt to project 
himatU as a person who could get 
things dona the way he wished, he 


made enemies with powerful 
bureaucrats and even his colleagues. 
In both the ounisuies that be lud 
been in during Mrs Gandhi's te¬ 
nure^ energy and riilways^^e quar* 
relied with senior and powerful ^fic- 
ers. often publicly, by summararily 
sacking or iransfeirlng them without 
assigning any credible explanation. 
He could not get along with his 
junior minisie.* in the railways, C.K. 
Jaffar Sharief. Bur what must have 
irritated Rajiv Gandhi most were ths 
unseemly quarrels betiveen Pranab 
Mukherjee and Cham Khan ChoU' 
dhury which manilesied itself in an 
claiming way leading to a delay in 
nominating party candidates for 
West Bcnjial Their quarrels for rec¬ 
ognition as the supreme CongressfJ) 
leader m West Bengal was in- 
crcitsingly gctiiiig out of hand and 
had clearly divided the state unit of 
the party into two warring campi:. It 
IS no secret that the iwo former 
minister.^ have been running the 
West Bcngcl party by prox; through 
their ^spccti*'c proteges, -educing 
party's state unii’s executives to 
mere decorations. 
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What Rajiv Gandhi may not have 
foreseen is the widespread 
m^Qt that surfaced in Wc*&i Bciigui 
for excluding Pranab Mukherjee and 
Gham Khan Choudhury frem his 
cabinet. It was the Bengali piide that 
was hurt For only twice before hud «i 
Bengali been considered loi any im 
portani portfolio in the union 
cabinet—Sachin Chuudhuiy. who 
was finance minister in Mrs Gandhi's 
cabinet for a icrm ami befoie him 
Shyamapmsad Mukherjee. who was 
the commerce and industiivs miiiih- 
(or in Nehru's cabinet. Boi img thum, 
representatives from West Bengal 
have always been allotted either the 
law or (he education poiifolio at the 
centre, till two important cabinet 
post.i came West Bengal'^ way after 
1960. 

Cham Khan Choudhurys exclu¬ 
sion more than that of Pionab 
Mukherjee's, especially alter the 
Coni^ssiI)'5 spcctaculai gains in 
West Bengal, •• Marxist citad?l, dir.- 
mayed not only (he .note uiiit of the 
Congre.^nl} but aln> grertiy upset 
people in the state Ghani Khyfl had 
earned a name for himself in West 
Bengal os a go-getter by pushing 
through and initioiinx numerous can 
trul projects both as energy minister 
and as railway minister including the 
Calcutta Metio and a «upcr thermal 
plant in West Bengal Many feared 
that with his exit several of these 
projects promising employment for r 
large number of jKople would cither 
be stalled or wen be abanuoned. The 
fear:; came true, soon enough, when 
thousands uf people employed m the 
railways on temporary basis during 
Choudbury's tenure were socked by 
his successor although he had prmn< 
ised not to. 

It is the Marxist-led Left Front, 
still nursing itsvAJunU- :fH'r itscl^C' 
loral setback, which has beneiitted 
the dinsi by Rajiv Gandhi's actions. It 
was like a windfall for them as a vast 
section of statc'.s population v^hich 
had pul in its trust in the Congre&s(1) 
suddenly beginning to believe thai 
their trust had been misplaced. The 
prevalent feeling is that the two 
ministers have been unfairly drop¬ 
ped and their exit is against West 
Bengal's interests. This was clearly 
reflected in a lukewarm response to 
she Congress{l'''' victory cclcbra 
tioDS in Calcutta un Saturday S Janu¬ 
ary. Not only were the two dropped 
ministers-^hani Khan Chowdhury 
and Pranab Mukherjee—absent from 
(he celebrations but many important 
Congressfl) activists kept them¬ 
selves away from it. 


HitdtU CataiKa 
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KARNATAKA 

Hegde Resigns 

Asks for a fresh mandate 

T he Cungre&s(I)'s sweeping vic(oi7 
io the elections, besides 

ennihilaring the major opposition 
partieSi knocked out the Janata gov 
ernmenT in Karnataka. In one stroke 
the Congre^sd) achieved what lu 
puny state leaders had attempted to 
do all the while in an unsavoury 
manner. Just a week short ot two 
years in olftce. Ramakri^hna Hegde 
resigned following an adverse ver* 
diet in the Lok Sabha elections. 

Set to win at least 14 of the 2g Lok 
Sabha sears frnm Karnataka to stay 
in office, the Janata Party notched 
up a meayre tally of four. Immediate* 
ly. the chorus went up from the 
CongresstI) asking for the rastgna* 
tion of the Janata government. 
Hegdo obliged. But he was nor going 
to allow the Congress I) to hold the 
rains of the state so easily. Even as 
he resigned from office, the wily 
chief minister got his cabinet to 
recommend dissolution nf the Aasem 
bly. The Governor, and the new gov¬ 
ernment at the centre, could do little 
else than oblige. And so, Hegde set 
up the stage for a rematch: an Amm* 
bly poll in March. The outgoing chief 
minister's argument that the Con* 
gressil) victory in the T.ok Sabha 
election is not really a verdict on the 
Janata governmenr. will be put to 
test 

Hegde's exit from office was not 
without drama. Oit 2A [>ecember 
1964, even as the counting of votes 
reached the half*way stage. ii be¬ 
came clear that the Janata was going 
to lose. With desires of coming back 
to office. Congress(I) leaders, Gundu 
Rao and Bangarappa. immediately 
began a clamour for Hegde's ouster. 
But Hegde refused to oblige and. in 
fact, flatly refused to quit, saying 
that the results of the Lok Sabha 
pulls could not annul the Assembly 
verdict which had brought the Jana* 
ta to power But there were subtle 
undercurrents tn the chief minister's 
stance. By alluding that he would 
stay on in spite of the poor show in 
the Lok Sabhd polls, Hegde hoped ro 
be dismissed by the ctnirt* just as the 
Congressd) did to the Janaia led 
state governments after its win in the 
1980 l^k Sabha polls. But the answer 
to Hegde's ploy came the very next 
day Despite t he memurable win. PM 
Rajiv Gandhi mode it ckcr ho was 
not going ro dismiss Mr Heg^ In 


fact, be disapproved of the 1980 
precedent. If Mr Hegde wished, he 
could resign. 

So, the next day, after some 
rethinking. Hegde resigned from 
office. But be recommended dissolu¬ 
tion of the Assembly to seek e fresh 
poll. The day efter he resigned, 
Hegde oddressed a public meeting 
attended by nearly SO,000 people 
who listened to him in pouring rain. 
The adulation and affection he found 
is normally associated with NTR in 
Andhra Pndesh and MGR in Tamil 
Nadu. The sympathy wave, it 
seemed, was rolling back. 

Faced with this siiuatioo. the Con* 
gressd) fumbled badly. There was no 
question of ihe Congress(l) fonniog a 
government, not only because it Lack* 
^ the majority, but more due to the 
adverse opinion it would create. So, 
the recommendation for dissedution 
had to be accepted and fresh polls 
ordered But, if Hegde was relieved 
of his post he was certain to capital* 
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ise on the already growing sympathy. 
And if he was asked to continue as 
caretaker chief minister fvrhich 
Hegde had already declined to do) it 
would be advantageous to the Janata 
Parry while facing the Assembly 
polls. Hegde's statesmanship also 
succeeded in bringing out the differ* 
ences within the Congrass(I) into the 
open. While the Con^ss(l) leaders 
reacted with confusion to Hegde's 
moves, only former chief minister, R. 
Gundu Rao, was categorical In wel* 
coming tha chief minister’s resigns* 
tioD and move to dissolve the Assam 
blv. Gundu Rao’s objective was two* 
pronged; he would get a chance to be 
elecred to the Assembly <he is not a 
member having lost In 1983), and he 
would show to the pany high com¬ 
mand that he was still the undis¬ 
puted Congressfl) leader in Karnata* 
ka, at least in tenu^ of support 
among Congressmen. 

Ben g atere 


A Study in Perfection 

RudoJph NuFpyev copfivrifes Delhi audiences 

T he performance of the Paris 
Opera Ballet in Delhi on 31 
December as a pan of a cultural 
exchange between the governments 
of India and France lo mark 1985 as 
the Year of India in France left ballet 
enthusiasts and lovers of spectacle in 
the capital spellbound. The scintillar* 
ing troupe, led by the celebrated 
Rudolph Nureyev, also the artistic 
director of the Paris Opera Ballet, 
included the superb ballerina Qaude 
de Vn Vulpian, and Francoise Leg* 
ree. Jean Guiserix, Fanmy Gaida, 
and Yannick Steohant. 

Much of tne attention and adula¬ 
tion however, was reserved for 
Nureyev, the Russian-born superstar 
of ballet, who's mesmeric grace had 
caused a sensation even as a student 
at the Vaganova School in Lening¬ 
rad, Kureyev danced his way to imer- 
n ationa I fame after his Convent G ar* 
den debut when he partnered Margot 
Fonteyn io Giseife. 

Nureyev, however, was not at his 
magnificent best in the opening 
piece Apollon (he later complained 
about the faulty lighiiiig which made 
him lose his balance once or twice), 
where he as master of the Muses 
inspires the three Muses of poetry, 
rhyme and dance,came into his own 
towards the end. The final ballet, 

< taudr d< Vulptaa 
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Nureyev; **Ball6t has not 
evolved in USSR” 


Oa 6Mlet in tb* Soviet .Uoten 

(Rudolph Nureyev dafecied . 
from the USSR In i rather dramatic 
fsehlon in 1961. Tht leap to free* 
dom took place at Pane's Le 
Bourget airporiwhen he refused to 
return lo the Soviet Unioo from 
Paris from where he wastupOM 
London): Ballet baa not evolv^ in 
the USSR. It hae etuUified. They 
look* but th^ do not aee. Every¬ 
thing le foasiltted. 

On innate muaieellty and change In 
bellei forms: 

Dance is alio a union of different 
art! and poetry. George Bebnchine 
tried to dispense with the story but 
had the music, MerceCunnii^am 
dispensed with musk es well. Ours 
Is a tolerant society. George Balao* 
chine made a fantastic marriage 
bet wee 0 music and movement. 
Cunningham made movement 

I speak for Itself., choreographers 
tike these will survive a tong lime. 

' They discovered forms which ha*** 
become classical. My eavice to 
choreograpners would be to go 


Ysnnkk .SWphsnc 


direc^ to Merce Graham and 
directly study her style. This would 
be e point of departure. 

On his dwrt'llved career as an amor 
(he phyed Rudolph Valentino): 

1 at^ a dancer. Films were a diver¬ 
sion, although not very successful* 
...were I to make a film on a btUei 1 
would like to film ''Sleeping Beau¬ 
ty” or "Don Quixote*' 

On his training: 

The choreography came from 
France. Ihe basis of the training 
came from the Paris Opera and it 
was transferred to the Bolshoi. I 
grew up Ml this. It seems to mo to 
be (be same school. 

On LeolAgrad: 

(He comperes Rome with Lening¬ 
rad) Look at Rome, the squares 
have such beautiful proporticna. 
The Icalianc. even the pooiHe who 
siveep the streets *.vcar the best 
designed clothes. They 'vear their 
heir well. They talk, they move so 
gracefully. ..Jt all has to do with the 
place, the surroundiogs... 
MarWswed ay BIsdke M 
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Songs of a Wayfarer, a piece created 
by Maurice Bejart to Gustav Mahler’s 
music especially for Nuriev, left the 
audience enthralled. This melanchO' 
lie pe.'T de deux, perforiri'-d with Jean 
Guirenx is about a romantic student 
who rages against himself and the 
world until fate helps him to come to 
terms with himself. Guiserix plays 
fate with a controlled intensity but it 
as Nureyev's performance, especially 
his gestures of impossible pathos and 
impotent rage that makes the num¬ 
ber unforgettable. 

The most talked about ballet was 
Bhakti 111, alM by Maurice Bejart. 
’The performers Marie-Claude Pletra* 
galla and Wllfried Romoli, bathed In 
shades of saffron snd pink presented 
a stunnm^y performed series of 
scenes reminiscent of tantrk poses. 
But despite the fact that east and 
west do not meet all that wall here, 
the result, something like the Bolshoi 
Ballet's fodian Poem, remains elec¬ 
trifying. 
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AFGHAN REFUGEES 


Delhi’s Little Kabul 

The Afghan re/ugccs are giresfs 


F ive ycprr* of Sovie; occupaiJon 

h.**^ changed not 
only Kabul, but also Delhi. The large 
influx of rich refugees from Afgb:^* 
nisian hab pushed up re mu '\ad 
prices of cs^cncial cnmmodtiie** 
the capital Accurding to the foreigi. 
registration ufficv about 6,00Q 
Afghan tiaiionals have entered India 
legally. The Afghan;* residing in De* 
Ihicome mainly from the urban areas 
of their country .ind belong to the 
educated ui^cr class. It is easy to 
spot them anywhere in Delhi; in elite 
shopping arcadeu, in fashionable 
shops, in the cro'vdcd bazars of 
Paharganj or in the nosh colonies of 
south D';lhi 

Thoir Ir.cren^inC prcrence is so 
ccnsplc'.’oi;# tbnt the Delhi shopkeep 
er.T have strrted diaplnying products 
which Attract the c^ttrnvngani 
Afghan buyer. For instance, a few 

S ears ago. most butchers in south 
'elhi sold only jhatkd meat which 
Hindus and Sikhs eat Now many 
shops selling huUI meal have come 
up in south Delhi. Even the grocers 
display in large quantities the golden 
scia rice us^ fcr making biry40i. 
The textile shop;^ ar* full of colourful 
material used for making Pethnn 
costumes, populnr among rhe 
Afghan;^ Mos; if the Afghan re* 
fugees stay in f^n^h south Delhi col* 
onies or othr' ''^aljties like Pahar- 
ganj and Br * * <4<an. or in (he Trans 
xamuna cn;*< *. cs in east Delhi Many 
of them CO* cu India for medical 
treatment as the Indian embassy in 
Kabul prefers to Issue visas on health 
gruundv or to rich Afghans. Once the 
Afghan refugee reaches New Delhi 
he u.civ his ‘itay lo seek poliricwl 


usvium in Western countries. Unlike 
PukiNtau. which Is a breeding ground 
for rvl>els, India ckios not allow any 
I pnliiKol dCliviiy by foreign 
I iintiunjis. 

The Indian government has also 
nor permitted the United Nation^ 
Refugee Rehabilitation Adminisira* 
lion (UNRRA) (o open an office in 
Delhi for the Afghan refugees. The 
UNRRA at present operates through 
the UN Devcl''pmeni Project 
fUNDP) for giving subsistence alio* 
wonce;: to the refugees who have fled 
thvir country. The UNRRA has ripunt 
two million dollars to help the rc* 
fugee:.. The controversy regarding 
granting of permission cu UNRRA 
surfaced when the UNDP ecting on 
behalf of UNRRA granted political 
protection to throe Afghnn ‘loccer 
player.v who defected and sought 
refuge in India. The players seeking 
refugee status had approached the 
UNDP after arriving from Beijing. 
Earlier. UNRRA had granted re* 
fugee statu* (o three Af^an Airline 
officials on Indian soil without the 
consent of the government. After 
these two incidents, the go^'emment 
of Indie has warned the UNO that in 
future the UNDP ^vould not be per 
raitted 10 act independently regard¬ 
ing the refugee problem. 

TTieir affluence a thing of the past, 
the Afghan refugees talk of the com* 
forts tmk home and (he harsh reali* 
lies they have to face here. When 
(hey came to Delhi, many of them 
had brought large sums of mooey; 
now they have only their entlcl^ 
allowance fram UNRRA to live on. 
Thei** refugev^ status entitles the 
Afghan natiocaJ to R^ 600 n r*onth tc 


t 
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The aikhan soccer stars who dvtecM and wiidM refuge ta ladto 


the head of the family, Rs 300 each to 
ether members in ordei' of age and 
Rs >50 each to minor dependants. 
The UNRRA also gives educational 
and medical assistance. However, 
the high cost of living In Delhi has 
made It difficult to maintain a family 
on such meagi'e allowances. Large 
families live in small ruomv, and as 
many as seven or eight people live 
crammed in a single ^rsari. and face 
acute shortages of water. 

Nostalgia for the comfoi is and cun- 
cern abMt the grave sicuatiun back 
home has restrained many Afghans 
from cr.tabliohing social contacts 
v'dib the locals. Unlike their intro* 
vert elderv, the young grneraiion 
have made themselves ai home and 
are quite comfortable in India and 
speak fluent Kindi. Many of them 
deal in narcotics and smuggle foreign 
goods. The dealers jperate mainly 
from Puharganj. Q arts watches, 
Gorman camera.*! and Japanese elec¬ 
tronic;: goods arc now ensilv avail¬ 
able At ;:emc shops in Old Delhi. The 
actual dealing 1*! done in cheep hotels 
and guest house*; in Fnhnrgonj on cl 
Ballimarnn The crime dcpnrrmcnt 
has recorded 103 cases of (heft and 
drug trafficking involving Afghan 
nationals this year. ‘That is why we 
are so apathetic to their conditions." 
said Mr Aggarwal, d resident of De¬ 
fence Colony, where many Afghans 
live. Ihe locals blame the Afghan:: 
for the rise in house rents and daily 
necessities. 

The long wait for immigration 
visas to the US and European couii* 
tries has further frustrated their 
hopes. It lakes at least three to four 
years after registration ar the im¬ 
migration office tn at quire a visa 
Thus, many Afghans have illegally 
migrated with forged passports. 
Some Afghari nationals pay up to Rs 
30,000 for passports which they buy 
from hippies or for passports (hat ore 
smuggled from Pakistan and other 
Mnsltm countries. The travel agent 
cr tho tour manipulates only (he first 
mo pages, changing names, photo¬ 
graphs and other important detailii. 

A senior official of %n international 
airline company said that the 
changes in the passport v.xrc done so 
expertly that it was dif ficuk to detect 
u forgery. Tlie travel agent responsi* 
ble for buying the ticket gives the 
airline officials the impression that 
the concerned passenger is an Amer¬ 
ican or European returning home. 
Once the Afghan boards the gircraft 
he destroys the forged passport and 
pments his original after reaching 
his destination and claims political 
aaylua. Before the immigration au* 
(horities at rbe airport can cake aiw 
actfoa to daport tha individual, ha fi 
mat by a-lawyer who preeatus hli 
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csbe ior beiore liit. 

true. Tl)is wd> llic nadu» 
u$eU by more thun SO Afit^an rtisiion* 
aU to gain poUcicjl dsyJum in Europe 
and United States ihib year ll<rt«cN- 
ei, airUnc uffIciaU arc bc’ginmng lu 
screen passports aud ri.’tjuvst ilu 
embassy ufficjai in chji gc v'\ 
amine ii 

PakikUui iHCcb a giavei lelugec 
prvbJem than India. Au esrnnaied 4 
miiJiuii rufugee^ Afghan origju jic 
ttlaying in Puki:»Uiii refugci i.ai)ip% 
eitualea iiloug i(5 Ixjriiu. Uu aii aswi 
age ii ^e<;elve^ ovui 2.S00 refugees 
p«r month mainly from the rural and 
backward areat> of AfghaniMan The 
United Nations and Pakistan had 
signed an agreement early ihis yeai 
regarding the launching of a 20 mil 
iiun dulUi pi oJoel 10 erealo joli>i ha 
I he iv'fug«cs. 1 j> l^diK4 I ho ul 
mahi.aiiiin;; .i H luillio, u fog«,cs 
R;. 40o wi<>*o. U^' ide • ilo ho^iticial 

C'.geOs*. -Ok nOiii^lo^ p ’.d.t 
budlliKkO. U'l i .kr-f! . ok < 1 * 
iy. soiikHlv i.u |> diio iMv 

Trequeni ot »uIjno« «io yvigo.or.. 
tun airfotLc uo lIk Soiih.Wev^ hiwo 
liei bordei lov^os of Jeiiioaogks 
Kerui and Pe^hawai ihat are iriha 
hited h> Afghani refugees have 
caused munv civilian casualiie!! 
Pakistan i FfkinU feel that after ihv 
war isovei. iho Atghans miphi •'pi lo 
Slav i>eiiiiaiH'iirf> in I'akisim. i ,iu 
«ojiiii V olfers molt i toni.ma 'pj' i 
lUiuiies TIu prestoKt ol Aigh.o; it 

tugees has oureasod Micial leiisioii** 
ill the Pukisun Ixuder low os lhc> 
compete foi mbs at low wrigcs t aio 
ing labuoj diiplacefnents, and tince 
they cumc undo; the refugee status, 
they are exempted from paying 
taxes. As (he refugee traffic has 
made tl easici fm drug uperatiuns 
across tne border, n has iiiLreased 
the number of hoioiit addicts in 
Pakistan The Ughuu elders aic 
seriously convcintd alnio; tin grow 
ing slreugtli ol Soviet in,. anio' 
They are ou lev*, woiiicd abuui >W. 
problem of the young wnc canuoi 
fiiid anyiniiig betu> than to deal in 
drugs and smuggliiig 

As Afghanistan prepares itself (o 
tace the sixth year of its hopeless 
struggle there seem to be few signs of 
any real success and fewer chances 
of a Quick settlement. The recent 
(^neva talks between Pakisun and 
Afghanistan held under the auspices 
of the UN representative Mr I^igo 
Cordovous were recessed after an 
agreement to meet again in February 
19S5 after the sweating*in of the US 
President Till then, a political solu¬ 
tion CD the Afghan problem remaloi 
an illusion and the niserias of 
Afghan rafugaes saem destined to 
increase. 

PMgwif Mv, New Mf 
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are Uneconomical 


three ii< Andhra Pradesh iius been 
arranged. Mr Dayal claimed that 
lighting units lot at leasi anolher 30 
villages will be supplied by the end 
uf 1984. 

Even It 30 villages are electrified 
in ihe next three months, (he figure 
will not be even half of the target 
fixed for the current financial year. 
The reason fur such a poor perform¬ 
ance is due to faulty planning in the 
production of photovoltaic systems 
and its prohibitively high cost. The 
cost per unit of electricity produced 
under a photovoltaic system is nearly 
eight times that of electricity from 
thermal plants. However Mr Dayal 
claims that ''if we consider invest¬ 
ment on new rranxmitsiui. lme». high 
transmission and distribution losses 
and poor load factors in certain rural 
areas, (he cost of electiiciiy actually 
consumed can be as high as Rs eight 
per unit at a distance of 10 km from 
the existing grids at least in the 
initial phase of load development. If 
we take a photovoltaic system of one 
to uu kilo wall load, cost of power 
vuii be »umpc-iitivc lu (hai from e 
iheimai pjani " 

UnfuiiUhateiy. ihe phuluvuUaic 
cells are being manufactured unly by 
Bharai Heavy Electricals Limited 
(8H£Lj and ihe Central Electronics 
Limited (CELk Sahibabad (UP), de 
spite demands by the private sector 
to produce them. 

According to Suresh Krishna, 
chairman of the Association of Indi¬ 
an Engineering Industry, AlEl 
(southern region), atid the chief ex> 
ecutive of Sundaram Fa»ianers of the 
TVS group of companies, "the gov¬ 
ernment has taken an important step 
by encouraging 6HEL and CEL la 
the manufacture of photovoltaic 
cells. However, given the vest poten¬ 
tial within the country, there appears 
ro be enough scope for both the 
public sector and private sector com- 
paniei co join hands in this effort.** 

Discussing the DNES plan to elec¬ 
trify 10,000 viU^e^ Mr Deyal esti¬ 
mated "an initial programme of 
electrification of these villages in¬ 
volving 'minimum’ energy require¬ 
ments auch os street lifting, com¬ 
munity centre and school lighting, a 
community TV set, a pump for dnnk- 
ifl| water, Uihting end Mwer lor a 
mU aediem caotre iociuding i re- 
frigerator tad one or two micro* 
In^doo pumps can add up to a 
requIraaDent of 2 S megawatt using 


D C •pIK -plJ ulllX.g CUkla of ^OMVeii 
iiMiial v:ivtg> «ijd (he 

gov( rnnicxii’s i.iiercsi in the develop- 
mciii ul uliciuuiivc wuiuo uf ener 
gy »•* iiiiugiai«;d policy been 
dvvcU'peo ii> yc(. The plans lo up 
(.-iiergy trum bio-gas. bio mass or so- 
lux energy, wind energy, geo-thermal 
and ocean energy in the near future 
arc eiiher ttK» fai-feiched and opti¬ 
mist i< u( uiivcoiiumical. The Deperi- 
mchi ol Noii OHiveniioiial Eneigy 
S«>iitics \i>NESi under the- union 
j> yet lu draw up a 
.>-.iip.vbvii*-ivc plan and apart from 
mcui. emeuge to inau- 
loh.of . icv, bio-gas punts and 
M>i,> »Uak technology ^sed 

K-k,\*jcii,, >Tsrems fm "remote and 
muawsibti ' villages. In tie has been 
done o. lai 

rhv dcpaiiiuent s plan to electrify 
10,000 Viliams using solar energy is 
hardly feasible considering the de¬ 
partment's own performance against 
project inns mode fo( ihe current 
fiii,j»c<ol >\ai. Sufar.imly IS villages 
have i>c^n Jv o(»cd UNing >olaj 
-:a,gei ul 220 vil 
ugc and u; » nc-avy cost Accoruuig 
i., Mtilivsliv. ji Ouyal. the secretary of 
I he 1J^4L^ a »y«(cm lo woik a village 
pump ami kvcp the Mrcei lights 
iHirning loj just three hour>> a day 
cuxis aiuund Ks two lakh, 

Mr Dayal said (hat 19 villages in 
the evuritry have been electrified 
(using solar energy). Sireet lifting 
III five villages in Tamil Nadu and 





photovoltmc el«viricicy systems.'' It 
is. howevei, doubtiui whether such 
equipment can be supplied 

''If wusts can he hruught down to 
about hah thecurreni level, the coun¬ 
try can even absutb 3U mcgawati of 
phoiovoltuK sy»iem per year by 
1990.'' said Ml Dayul But Dr T K 
Bhaiiacharya, of CKL observes that 
''(he economies of using suUr photo 
voltaic cells, as a viable sup 
plemeiitary source of elecrncal ener 
gy. are a5 yet not within the reach of 
common man. There have been ex¬ 
tremely rosy forecasts made during 
1974-81 about drastic cost reductions 
in that orea» which have not material¬ 
ised in practice. The present interna¬ 
tional approach is based on cautious 
optimism suppoiied by intensive in 


depth leseacch" 

Solar (echtH>logy is scill in Its infan¬ 
cy even in the weNiern countries 
Below* a tel tain level, cost reduction 
on the conveniional phoiovoliaic 
technolujo* in use now will not be 
possible Newer technologies like 
polycrysialliiie silicun. ribbon silicon 
and amorphous silicon solar cells are 
being ex per linen led. Polycrystalline 
cells are all cady being manufactured 
by several companies abroad. Amor¬ 
phous cells are presently being iiidde 
on a commercial basis for calculators 
and uihei indoor applications It 
almost ceitaiii that lower cost ainoi- 
phous cells suitable for outdoor ap 
plication may become abundantly 
available by 1990. In India, “pilot 
production plants" are likely to be 


PAKISTAN 

General Zia's Hollow Victory 

Large numbers buy cot t (e/erenejum 


A s expected Pakisiaii Presideni 
General Zia ul Haq has won (he 
iidtioiia) leferendum hands down Ke 
secured 97T i>er cent of ihe votes 
polled, accurding to the Pakistan 
chief election cunimissionei, Mr Jus¬ 
tice S. A. Nusrat As many as 
27.7S9,9(11 voters oi nearly 60 pci 
cent of the electoraie exercised their 
right of fraiichiNe Though (heie were 
very few disincis where the turnout 
was less than 40 per cent, une of the 
lowest was in Larkena (30 b pet cent) 
in Sind, Bhutto's hometown 
Most large cities, notably Karachi. 
Rawalpindi and even Islamabad, 

' Pakistan's capital, gave the referen¬ 
dum d cold shoulder. In Islamabad. 

. out of an electorate of 1.48.S6S. 
69.<;4A voted “yes," while 2.213 voted 
''no." Nearly 76.000 voteis abstained 
despite pressure on uvil servants to 
vote. 

I Most voters in PakistanfacedaHob 
I son's choice because a “yes" for Gen 
Zia was ragged with a “yes" for the 
Islamic* structure in Pakistan. No 
vtiiei could separate the twu. Thus a 
“no" f<ir one meant a "no” for the 
other Moreovei, iroops were sta¬ 
tioned dll over the country. 

It is surprising that the results, 
which wert» to b« announced three 
days after rhe polling, were available 
informally, within a few hours after 
polling ended. And strangely, the 
Election Commission declared the 
results of far-flung areas in Baluchis¬ 
tan before that of Lahore. Peshawar, 
Rawalpindi, Qtierra and metropoli¬ 
tan Karachi. The absence of 40 per 
cent uf (he electuraie is enormous 
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considering the official threats 
against a l^cott. 'Also, at the last 
moment, the production uf identity 
cards by voters—a “must"—was 
waived aside. Still more than 11 
million voters decided to slay away 
from the polla. 

Gen. Zia's speeches—opposition 
parties boycott^ the referendum- 
invoked not only the name of Islam 
but also raised fears about the 
“enemy". He said at Quetta, on the 
eve of the polls, that “to avoid intri¬ 
gues by foreign powers, future uacer 
tamiy and polilical confusion, he had 
adopted the path of referendum, 
“which would consolidate the basis 


established during the seventh Five 
Year Plan to do int'. 2 gra(ed research 
und development in this oiea. 

But overambicjous schemes have 
led to crippling losses. Hundreds of 
windmills on the Madras Mahabali- 
puram coast built to tap windmill 
power in the laie Seventies hgye 
been failures. 

The best surviving non- 
conventional eiietgy idea is (he 
goUai gas plants using animal waste, 
probably due to then low cost. Even 
here, the implementation has been 
so lardy that the goveriuuent had lo 
subvidise Sb per cent *>f the cost of 
erection of the plant and give Rs 
SJiOO towards FeasibiUty studies. 
Sill! (here are not many lakers. 
f. m m m, eSad r as 


of the country on iiie one hand and 
give jm{>ctus io the Mamisatiun pro¬ 
cess on the other.' waver, all this 
did not convince at least 40 pei 
cviii of elecinraie lu go to the polling 
booth (IntelestiiiKly. vlie first news 
on the itolling was that Oeii- Zia had 
“suffeied a set back wnh a siiikiiigly 
low lunioui in the lefeiendum-") 

Mis5i Benaxii Bhutto, the acting 
chairman of the Pakistan People's 
Peny (PPPi said m Iwondon, that i 
despite the frantic efforts of the , 
reetme, polling remained dismal. 
“Malik Qa'am, leadei uf (he Opposi 
iiuti Movement foi Restoration of 
DemocracyiMRD), has alleged that 
there was extensive coercion of vo¬ 
ters. The Mu»/rm, an Midependenr 
English daily from Islamabad has 
Naid in an editorial that “the niecha* 
rtes uf the referendum left a lot to be 
desired and these reflected 
bureaucratic bungling and confusion 
on a wide scale." 

Many foreign newsmen, who have 
been covering the elections on both 
sides of the iMrder, have compered 
(he atmosphere in the two countries. 
They have said that in India it was an 
eiection and m Pakistan a seJectifHJ. 
Significantly, (he Pakistan Elttction 
Commission has directed the press in 
the country to refrain from relying 
upon the stones released by the 
foreign media regarding (he Commis¬ 
sion or referendum. 

Against ibis backdrop and the 
allegaiions that Geii. Zla’s rule “ia 
neither more or less legitimate now 
than it was before the referendum," 
the announcement to hold a party- 
less election in Pakistan on 23 March 
next year has lost much of its import¬ 
ance- It appears that the country is in 
for a regimented rule for many yean 
to come I at least for the next five 
yean because that if the term for 
which Gen. Zia has been “elected.” 
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Turn on the lights and it’s 
like the glow of a thousand pearls 
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Only once in a lifirtime comes a luxut>’ like this. The rich 
smoothness of velvet and a soft sheen, like the of a 
thousand pearls. For your walls. That's the unique 
offering of DinUX Velvet Touch. A premium wall fini^ 
in 29 shades* including 4 Natural ^liiea Apple Ndilie. 

Rose While, Heather White and lily While. 
Such an exclusive range is a beautiful persuasion to 
crese different moods in your home. So that you can 

come home to luxury every time. 
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Wbolmark Fabrics. 

Wlien onb’ ihe best will da 

Oniy pure, new wool can give you 
dw D«i( in Suits. Trousers, Tweed Jackeu and BUzen. 
Pure, new wool and Wooimark.NoUimg else will do. ) 
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CHINA 

Bamboo Curtain Lifts j 

Tibef ismoreaccessibJe today | 

A major vhani^e in China'^ Tibetan policy has been 
noticed after the recent pact between Briiain and 
China over Hongkong. In an effort tu iiuickly intepraie 
Tibet with the rest of China, iheunce-forbidden land has 
been made more acces^iible to outsiders. Swc^eping 
$xio*ecunomK reforms are also beintt carried out and in 
an unprecedented gesurc, the Chinese have lifted ihc 
former agricultural policy of rigid stale control and 
marketing m Tibet. Most China-watchers believe that 
the recent reforms in Tibet are an effort to Mioihe the 
fears (if the people of Hongkong and Taiwan and 
convince them of the ncKibiliiy of the Chiriese econumic 
system. 

The Chinese claim that the relaxation in Tibet is 
aimed at boosting production in order to reduce its 
dependence on Beijing's subsidy. However. Ilongbumg- 
based SiiioiogistK feel that the Chinese move in Tibet is 
politically moiiviiiecl. Aerording lo Tilwttut Review, a 
magazine on TiM.in affairs, the recent decision lu 
underwrite the ex ih* uses of the government and pariy 
workers living in Tib«t by the central government, 
relieving the Tibetan prodiutiun units of the responsibil¬ 
ity would furt her add tu the amount of cent ral subsidy to 
Tibet instvad of reducing it. The reports add that Tibet's 
poverty has been a burden for ^nmg. forcing it to 
subtiidise |>er cem of the region's public spending ^ 
During the last .^2 years o1 Chinese* oicupaiion, the 
central goverunieni has st>t*ni an eijuivalvnt of alxiui 
2.7S billKin US dollars un Tibet. In 19A1. the average 
annual iiicumeforTUiet's 18 million people was equiva¬ 
lent to 92 US dollars as against the national average of . 
189 US dollars. The agriculture and industi lal output in I 
Tibet is the lowest among China’s 30 provinces, aiiton ^ 
omoiis regions and cities ■ 

The new economic policy enables (he Tibetan I 
pea^unts ami herd^men tu select the agricultural goods 
they w ish to produce, fix their own prices and carry on { 
trade. They enjoy lax uxempt status at least until I9M so . 
that their incomes double within three to five years. Till 
recently, the peasants and herdsmen were given ftxed 
production quotas by the state which also bought the 
produce at controlled prices, though they could privaU' 

Iv sell any surplus produce. 

According lo some observers, the new economic policy 
in Tll)(;t is a hait tn lure the self*exiled Tibetans to return 
home. The Tibet Autonomous Region (TAK) authorities 
have been instructed by Beijing to treat new arrivals 
cordially. Meanwhile. Tibetans in India have reacted 
sharply Beijing’s derision to induct SO.OOO Chinese 
workers from other underdeveloped and over|M>pulated 
regions of the country into Tibet. The new arrivals were 
supposed tu begin work on 16 major cunstruction 
projects last year in Lhasa including muUistorted guest 
houses, hotels, and a stadium. Another 42 major de¬ 
velopment projects ace being planned in Tibet this year. 

Tibetans allege that over .fO.OOO Chinese have been 
made tn settle down in Tibet and even intermarry with 
Tibetans to desiny the Tibetan nationalist identity and 
make Lhasa a socialist city. The Chinese are particularly 
adept at lhu» and have been successful in Inner Mongolia 
where the native population has been reduced to a small 
minoritv. 
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Headache? 



The one solution 


ANACIN 


Trust its extra 
pain relieving power 

Anacin contains more of the pain reliever 
doctors the world over recommend 

Effectrve for the aches and pairts of colds 
arnJ flu. headache, toothache, backache 
ar>d muscular pain. 


Trust only Anacin. 

Now in a protective foil pack. 
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VARIETY/Soence 


A New Operation 


A iit'w metUod f»i 
•'purkinj^ lancer is 
sure to lupve a IVKin lo 
researchers Cl vin*j to learn 
huH ojK’iijteiies cli» then* 
iliity wiifk ftecetiils, 4 t'S 
learn of researchers 
achieved, m a maixer of 
hours, whai is kmnsn as 
maliun 1 i ansi ormai ion 
lUmji a needle fine imx!. ihr* s«*ivniisis in^ecir^ lar. 
mousy and humiin cells wnh h r.K piulvm. xvhuh is 
pi 0(1 need under (he dirvciion of an omouene. or caiwer 
d|teni.tirsi found in cells Irom a human hladdei iHmooi. 
Wahin hours, the rodenr cells changed shape and livi^an 
dividing eneifroticallv. isroicirtc oiimmdfullv oeei neiAh* 
hniii'iiiki cells irhe human cells were not a > fee ted 1 No 
•me knows vel precisely how eithvi ihe Kene or ihe 
protein inierferes wnh imimal cell meih.mns 
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Analysing Pie SplH Personality 

B ehavioural scientists 

in the US and eli'e- 1 f I 

where have begun iden- I \I 

tifying signs in children ^ 

iKai mav eventuallv pre- | T | 

diet which of them will I ^ I 

e vent uuily have sc hi I liV J \ I 
tophrenia, or split perso* I i I 

nalitv, a kind of mental | t I 

disease where the patient 

is an introvert, suffers front di^secintion and is unable to 
distinguish between reality and unreahtv The approach 
IS based un the assumption chat some people inberii a 
suscepribilily to schizophrenia but how thev weather the 
stiesses of hU determines whether they wilUontract the 
disease. 

Many of the children studied had schizophrenic pa¬ 
rents and hence wer< more likely to inherit the disorder 
A distinctive feature of the parents was that they 
habitually gave their children confusing and negative 
messages When showing disapproval, the parents 
tended tu attack the child rather than to criticise the 
things he had done, told the child what his feelings and 
thoughts were rather than listening 10 what ihe child 
said, and often spoke ambiguously. More chan two 
million Americans suffer from this split persnoality. 

Among the importaui differences betxveen children 
who become schizophrenic and those who have not are 
that: 

e Their mother's schizophrenia was more chronic and 
severe than that of others, had an earlier onset, lasted 
longer and involved more pronounced symptoms. The 
mother also showed poor social and personal adjust¬ 
ment. 

e These children were men’e likely to have had complica¬ 
tions at delivery, such as abnormal birth positions, 
e They had more often been raised in institutions, or by 
foster parents. 

e in school they often created disturbances, being 
iruious, easily angered and aggressive. 

One of the more promtsing lines of this research 
focuiei on the way families communicate. Some resear¬ 
chers believe that teaching social skills to childmi may 
help. 
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More Cornea Transplants 

T he coHica of (he eve. 

one of Ihe firsi human 
(ivNUes to beh.insplaniyd 
suci’ev>fully. is being used 
now much mrue ihnii ev*vi 
before lu it*s(oie Mgh( 10 
(he blind More than 
iO.nxl corneal liaiispIriiKv 
are now* Iwing peMonned 
in (he United Siaios, Such 
(ranvpIaiilN h.ive Ihh'u done /•>iiKe the l*«iiTieN 
Oiigmallv. corneHl iiwm;^ were i<m<»vod fiiim ihe 
donor's eves in stpiare shecds .iml why cut lo fn the 
lecipieiii Now a surgical device is used to trike u circular 
pieiv of cornea It is >4'Wi\ inio pLice in the pjiienrs eve 
MTitli Miiuies much finer iliiin liomuii haii. 

Escaping the Mood Swings 

A O Amt'iiciin team of scieotHls has come out with a 
diMg ihrii shuts oil sea hormone priMluciion by the 
os ones, which uppcMisUilw the first effective treatmem 
for pieinensiiual svridrome. In spite of the risk of 
contracting uterine crinevr .ind developing brittle bnnei. 
the scientists iKdicve ihai some women mav be willing tii 
lake the ding iu escape ihe miHul swings jnd other 
disturbing ionse<|uences of the mom hIy cycle. 


Live Longer with Dynorphin 

O ne of the bodv's natni jI opiates, dynorphin. may 
help people suffering from stcokes An experiment 
conducted by the univuisnv of California medical schtMil 
on cats showed that those who suffered xtrukes had h 
prolonged life' dynorphin piohmged ihv survival of six 
out of ten feline stroke victims given a syiuhelic version 
of (he opiate 


No Antibiotics in Beef 


•*** ^^^ • burger meui frnni (he 

/ supertnnrkct and u has 

. I betm Iriced wnh aniibio* 

I likely to 

m catch nmisco- cramps. fev> 
.1 J tr and diarrhnea. Scien 
^ ^mX lists at (he Centres for 
Disease Control in Ailanla 
tUfsAj. togeiher with 
health officials in Minnesota, have trHced the infections 
of the saffflone/hi bacteria in hamburger meat, which 
was bought frtnn (he same leed-lut which routinely 
added an amibuitic 10 (he animal feed. 

Acceding (o (he CDC, 12 of Ihe 18 victims that they 
eventually found in four mid*Wes(em states contracted 
the infection because (hey took the antibiotics for other 
Illnesses. Most of these people probably were affected 
first by the satmoneUs in rhe beef, but remained well 
because the Sacieria that normally inhabit human 
intestines competed with the salmonella for nutrients 
and kept ii in check’^until they took antibiotics. Then 
the drugs quickly killed the normal bacteria, allowing an 
explosive growth of the salmonella bacteria from the 
hamburger meat. 


I f you buy beef nr ham¬ 
burger meui frnni (he 
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Why lose friends and hair? Use 


Sedan 


I 


)> 1 » 


Selenium Sulfide Lotion / X^ 

Dandruff can cause you acute proWa^ns. / . 

Including social embarrassmenr secondary / t v i .h M 
infection pimples, blinking, even loss of * I ^ 

hair^ Mere soaps & shampoos can't treat it. l ' 

SELOAN does-effectively. With Selenium ( ^ ^ W 

Sulfide. U.S. Pharmacopoeia—the formula \ 

prescribed by most Doctors, world*wide. . 


i' 


\ '-s 


And S6LDAN contains 8LS. 

Wash Dandruff away—the SELDAN way. 



THE ONE rORML I A 
MOST DOCTORS RttOMMEMX 





iaae»e»e»e»e»e»»o»ss»^eo»—os< 




T 6 M 1 a discount ol Re 1 on every 60 ml 5olHe 
of ^LOAN. Just tick rnerk { / ) (he eoplicable 
•nswers (o (he few quesliOf>fi below Than cut 
this eotire ho* enri henr^ *1 ow** to the Chivnietf 
Store el the iiime o1 purchase They will cherge 
you Re t less 


ret al S«6or'he*<i 

eeri«ief<*>i i*i(kwe)**e0e'>e'vH 


1. Who will actuallv use lh<$ bottle of Seldan> 

Mele/female 

2 Whet IS the user's ape'Qreup? 

eelow ia year«/18-2Sf2&'35/3S SO/above SO 

3 Whal is the user’s family income per rrtortlh? 

Below Rs 1000/Hs 1001-1600/Rs. 1501-2500/ 
Above Rs 2500 pm. 

4 How long hee (he user been suffering from Dandruff’ 
Less theri one yaer/1 • 2/2* 3/3-Sfover 5 veers. 

6. Whet has the user been so far using to control 
OendrufP Soep/Common Shempo(VMedrce(ed 
Shampoo/SeMedVAny other lotiorjHousehold remedy. 

NOn TO CHeMtST/STORE : To the customer 

pf#g#nLoq pmUioq wjth lick mpffcA^ flivv ft 

discount of Re 1 on pelden 60 ml bottle The Company 
will reimburse to you Re 1 plus 10 Poise is hondling 
ehtrges 


MOUNT Mtmtt 

PHAAMACCimCALS LTD. 

Tiiuvaamiyvr, MeOm 600 04t 


AOWAV6lMMn'2T13'A 



























VAR!ETY/Khaas BaAt 


T hT«« days before 

Kumar (7aura v married 
Numruia. the sister of his 
bosom fnejid b'uxijay Putt. 
a noted astrologer had pre¬ 
dicted a bright new eia fur 
him. The good times would 
begin with his first film 
ufter marriage, which 
according 10 the astrologer 
would be A hie. The film, 
iftim Hiiiii Lfjw.u, on 
which much depended, 
fulled to evoke any re¬ 
sponse. Meanwhile ihi'V 
have left foi their honev* 
mocm. Rut hi»i honeymoon 
with stardom Ik< vended all 
too soon. 


and then with 
Deepii NovjI in Jutnorm 
Kea which flop¬ 

ped. Now he hav j row of 
fiimv; .S'uiihiv.Mii. ,tjr 
Kuir.S^ui.t. Tftiku.trMuncI 
Badiii with it loon 
Sen. Pimplv kufijih^. 
'/rt’itM Am.irt. .S’ltrii.t i'dtii 
.lad .Inir.i Kill "1 am suit 
tiiK' boked wiih.uivnf 
tile in iHvauve I kei'p my 
piMfe^MMO and mv tH>ison 
ill ble MM two diflereoi 
pitiiiev" he vjvs Or is m 
I vcauve thv heroines are 
noi MMeievied? 


Stilakshain handit; no wmtv. no dances 


T he N/tmrHu Komjr 
traiinri' marriage lius 
loll f'l.nnefii 

Oauiiiv’v first heroine and 
first love, confused. s<id 
and bitter. According lo 
sources very close to ihv 
Handit famdv. Vi.iaveia 
has threatened to release 
some of his .iuicv love let¬ 
ters to her. to ;< film maga¬ 
zine. He I elder sister 
.s’uJrfjks/ian.i IS livliered to 

l>ethe inspiration l>ehind 
the move The intent ion is 
obviously to create ran 
com between Kumar 
Oourav and NamiatJ. A 
jilted girl can be verv 
dangerous. esjieciuDy if 

^he hap|>ens to be Vi- 
laveta I'aiidil. 


knniar <*»ar»s marnes Namrala thill 


\ij»uia Randil: jdled 


A new sex kymlhd has 
descended on Madias 
Irom no less a place than 
(tujarat. Kuyili. who mcIv« 1 
as heroine in K Adiirhan- 
J(T\ i^iyUiUiiiti. IS acinal- 
Iv the screen lunne of Afrsv 
l>iihtaic/i fi<»rii I aijaral. 

Hal jcHaoder liked her .so 
much that she has lieeir 
signed for Ins next inovm. 
KaAM/iri Agiithiki/A She 
ha s hIsi I s igri ed a Hindi 
and MaUvalam film. 

I uel 


A nd prav. whai is Sufak- 
shann FdnJii up to 
these days? Nothing, She 
hu^ not been gelling offers 
either for singing or 
acting, .s'anieer Kumar, 
who unce showed interest 
in her las a woman, not us 
an actress), huv tr seems, 
stopped thinking alHiiil 
marriage. She spends fier 
time Slinging for *B' grade 
movies and giving con* 
certs in the Ouh countries, 
‘‘where there ts mure 
money and fun than in 
films/* 


H ollywiH>d IS often 
iind Kabir Bedi it 
seems has realised it. At 
one stage it almost scented 
(hat he would make ii. 
espectallv after the role in 
Ocropussv Thu film was 
not a hit bv James Rond 
standards. Add so Bedw 
w as forcotten. But hv 
keeps trying and he w as 
recently in Bombay to 
drop word ihat he was 
afterall. available to act in 
Hind mfTvies. 


W hen Sux Oberm 
first talked about 
paying lead roles, he was 
not taken seriously. But he 
had faith in himself and 
managed to get a role 
opposite Swapna 
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The shoemakers 

of Agra 

Shah Jahan 
for building the Taj. 

^ffll^The folk dancers didn't 

know they were part 
^ ^ ^ of the tourism chain. 

The taxi drivers _ 
always know O ^ 

the dollar exchange a D> j 

rate? 


•\v 



After all, tourism is a people's 

business. 


Tourfsm Is «n industry ttut 
CDud>es d>e iN«s of Wths of poopte. 
Cenoradng employment, creating e 
ntarttet for goods. en 

outler for tMr uiems. 

Tourism Is one of the world's 
fastest growlni Industries and we aim 
to ircrease Inda's share of the 
business. For that It Is vi&l that the 
Mrfst (tMs of India as a dedrable 
desdnadon, 

let ii» make India a tourist 
paradise. 

Welcome a visitor 
send back a friend. 



Depaftrviefit of Tourism 
Governmeni of India 


ASP DOT.1 '•« 
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MADURAI: An mJtiHndcni v.imli 

dote Ml UsiliimiMrii in M.uUnaT Jiv 
trkl. Mr R<t|M Thev;M. w.is .lU'iwctl in 
take uut u |ir(K'('svinn id ms donkcVN un 
17 Pi'cvmhci 1*^H4 in his (inisiiiuciHs. 
with M view lo iiv|>resviMK Ihv 

tflecUirdlv that he wuuld sniiv thru 
burden* if electt'd* just us the donkeys 
carried then hurden^T'he lImJu iM 
Guvindarajan. Madras) 

NEW DfXHI The UO<nUI Sikh re- 
fuftee»» at the Suh?i Maiuli inline sM- 
tiuTt did not casi ihvir votes jiid cruvel 

by the soviet*DTC 

buveb ir> prnlesi iju.unst the refu'>dl liT 
the **|tovernmem tu pav for their ink- 
the polue commissioner, S S. .(op 
said here. Mi joM mi id us the govern* 
meni wms firm ilmt each one must |kiv 
. for his own tkkei the Kikh lelu^ees. 
some of whom were mi a hunger stiike 
detnandirii! their proiier ieh>ilnlit«i 
lion, refused to iirid snsi ;h«ir 
vnies—The f/im/nsrao Times tAjav 
Mehra. New Delhi i 

SHlLLONti Mr linden Kisvphdniuw. 
the forest minister m the l,isi coalition 
government nf Me^iii.il.iva. w.is 
arrested last month in Assam with four 
i>ther$ for ulleKedly aiiemptiiig lo pil¬ 
fer timber Mr lawphaiiiaw* .ind Mr 
Bomber Lyngdoh Kliarnaioi. foimer 
district council memlu-r. wvic* re 
leased on perMmal bmuKoii 4 l>ecem> 
ber, three days after tbim arrest m 
•Ufltang forest area in the slate’s Korhi 
Anglong district—The Timc'.v of /ndia 
(R. Suriya N era van an. Gaohuti) 

HOSHIARPUR: The shopkeepers of 
the Kashmiri Bazar in Hoshiarpur 
adopted a novel method to get a pile 
debris removed from the market The 
debris was left after the repan of a 
sewerage manhole. When their rape 


ated requests to the municipal author 
ities to remove the dump proved 
iiiitU*. thev covered it with a red cloth 
Hiid tiui some coins and flowers un it 
When ihv muiiiiip^l auihuritiev came 
to know about n thev thought it was an 
altcmin to establish i oiozar and 
tiiiimpiJv remos'i'd it—The Timtfs of 
titiJi.i iHarshvuJhan Kher. Gwalior) 

SIMI,/\ Ihv Simla muniLipal corpora- 
lion h.is laiinchetl a vigorous drive to 
catch itiMiikvvs and transport them lu 
(II stum places Morikvvs. who had lie* 
coim a source of nuisance and harass- 
iiH-ni iH'ie. are being caught in traps 
s< I liv live '‘sjtecialists” especially re- 
4 (Ills I Honed fiom I’ltar Pradesh So 
lai. llii-s have f>een able to catch about 
4lk) nionkws 1hc < or|Wiratioii has 
riaiis|)«H leil ilie^- monkevs lo places 
more than il km horn hc*iv—Indian 
I s;>fi-ss lb K balwaii, APOl 

RAIK01 The timelv clofnng of a 
series ot level crossing gaies and the 
|Mcs4*nce ol mind of the rail wav staff 
lH-l|Knl averi a maior disaster as a 
"gliost" train hunted down the track 
iH-twc-i-n Kanasav and Poi bandar m 
Gii^Mi.ii's Juiiagadh disirici on Ih De- 
cemlH-r I*lk4 Railwav wiurces said 
Dial the minute drama began when 
14 wagons of a goods tiain carrying 
limestiHiv broke away fiom the engine 
while shunling at Ranavav station and 
iK’gan rolling lowords Rorhandar. coon 
picking up a speed of about lOD km an 
hmir im the steep me line. The staiion 
out hunt les inimeth.ilely re laved an 
emergency m«-ssage to Adityaiia and 
Pm iKiiidai stations, and the driver of a 
diesel engine standing on the same 
track at Adityona liegan rushing to¬ 
wards RorlMindar. ket-ping lusi ahead 
nf ihi* oncoming wagiinv. On a dead¬ 
end tracks the driver liraked hard and 
tumiied out to safety just before the 
tiKisc- rack at the seashore The engine 
iiimmi-d the rail ai the end of the track 
followed by the pursuing wagons^ 
foul of vrhic’h derailed on impact—The 
s'l.ifr's/n.in <\' Salvamurti. New Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: In a major advance of 
plant tissue culture, geneticists at 
Haryana Agricultural University a( 
Hissar have grown dale palms in tes* 
tubes for the fir^t time in India. The 
HAU achievement closely follows test* 
tube coconuts grovm by agricultural 
scientists at Kasargod, in Kerala., and 
the test tube oil palms by scientists at 
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
in Bombay. Ihe date palm project at 
KAU was financed by the Indian G)un- 
cil of Agricultural Research. It will 
enable rapid multiplication of 
thousands of plantlets of date palm, 
starting from a iingle*leaf bud— 
.Stjresman (Ranjan Cuptn. Durgapur) 


Without Comment 
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The people have voted ovci whvf- 
mmglv for us because Ihev uri- 
iuuking for 4 future for the lOuiv 
try...we were always confident of 
winning—Rajiv (iandhi. after ihe 
Congress!1 1 landNlide victory In 
the recent la)k Sahha elections, 
<|unied in Tbv HiinJti'fijn Times 

1 am not deterred hv the difual. Ii 
IV not the first time I have hi-vn 
defeat vd— H Nv^ BahugainH, 
qitoicd m Thv Utittesmjn .7' 

The maharaiah's (Madhav ;Hao 
^India's) victory ha.s m no small 
measure lieen due lo money pow¬ 
er. muscle power and ministerial 
fxnver—A.B. Vajpayee 

If thi'fo IS anything called a Rajiv 
wave then (UhI save this souii- 
trv—Ivoti 6a>u, Wetl Bengal CM. 
quoted in The Telefiraph 

Parliament? What are vuu talking 
about? .|u<i shoot gH ptditicians. 
Ye>. you. mi, i'»eryo(ic—Cbaran 
Singh, when asked what, the 
eighth Far]lament would be like, 
(juoted in Indian I'xprcM 

A giani landslide it is. if there 
ever there was une. This is unmis- 
ukahly Mr Rajiv Gandhi's vic¬ 
tory—Editorial comment in indi* 
an Express 

The Indian voter has wiped the 
political slate as clean as he poss¬ 
ibly could. He has given Rajiv 
Gandhi a mandate to inaugurate a 
new era in the country's political 
life—Girilal Jam in The notes of 
India 

The resuiis of the poll have clear 
|y shown the will of the Indian 
people to carry out to the fullest 
extent Mrs Indira Gandhi's poli¬ 
tical and spiritual message— 
Franco is Mitterand, President of 
France 
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^^jai SUPER 

marKU 

There^s no 150 cc scooter to match it 
for ECONOMY POWER SAFETY. 


Scooters 
rndta Limited 


lu Mri Nm Vi|«r $u|cr Mart 41 The Mr( atdal 
Iren Semen liMli CiniHe^ - tucceutrs M 
htMKcnii al luiy Ptareeri in acmir mnuTaeiure 
Vifai Siioer The wiimer d Grind Pria In indl? end 
abroad 

Super Seortemy: 56^6 km» per Mre 

A new rar^aNe venli/ri carbureliat improved 
rylmder deaign me teased tompressior) ratio 
and modilied gear laho impari opiimum lud 
economy SAm FItf L. 

Super Power; 9.6 BHP 

&oes from 0 to GO kni:> in l? 7S seronds Hal 
Npgoliales gramenfs wun ease And keeps 
anead or oihers ^ 

Sup»r Se/efy ^ 

Ceniraiiy mounied engme low cenue of 
grtviiy and wider whod base make if ^afe* 
ever) al high speims m cwves with load 


Super DurppHIty 

Modified itwicvia* coniposifioo of tylindni 
riirome plaied pislon imk|S and the i/«e of solid 
lutnicaiM enhaitce engine life llial is wt)v ii 
comes a wailaniy ol ISmomii^oi lOQDOkm^ 
l«i|iclMVCr 1$ earlinri - ifie loivjesi om any 
Iwo wtieele< 

ri undei<| 0 «!s uvw l OOO iiualdy etie^t^ beloir 
il feaves the facfoiv 

Vijai Super JJrfit II DisliitHdtd and serving 
coumiywide Ifiiougti oullnis 
ixpoiled 1 o many lAfinaloQicHfly advanced 
ro(Mifi«e!t HHfudriiq iiaiv ^ ds trnih place 

iixuprit 

marzn 

The best deal on wheels 
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B€GINNING 6 JANUARY 1965 BY AMRiTLAL 





Amn (IS A|rll—14 Mmi) 

5kicce$4 ts well ee setbacks 
ate in store lor you this week 
Proleasjonsis and business¬ 
men will make steady pfO0- 
ress. Financially, ihis i$ a good oenod. you 
can make mveaimems. The flomestic front 
will remain peacetui. However, true is not a 
favourable weak for lovers try and avoid 
unnecessary argumems Your health too 
will bother you ihrougnoui this bhaae 
6 ood diM: 7. g and 9 
Udty eemian: 3. 5 ahd 9 
FavMbla SfrecBoa North 


fAMUS (IS May—14 Jeea) 
6usine$smen will be able lo 
repay mosi oi iheir debts ihia 
week. The prospects are also 
bnghi for gamblers arvd spe¬ 
culators For Those >n aervtca a promotioo 
or a posting to a baiter piece it m the ohmg. 
lovers can go ahead with marriage plans 
However, your ohrldren will be a source of 
worry to you this week. Keep a vigilant eye 
on your heauti and diei. 

Oaai daiBs: e, a end i0 
laety numlen; 2, 4 and S 

Faveurseia dircatlea; South-east 




GEMINI (19 Jeee—14 Jely) 
The week ahead is not good 
for those m love posipone 
marriage plans On the 
domestic front, your tele* 
tionship with someone close lo you wik be 
siramed. Fmanciaiiy. this n a bright phase 
and you may gam money from an unex* 
peeled eource. Ar> old iriend with whom 
you had broken off reliiions will be particu¬ 
larly helpful lo you Your health wiH im* 
prove. 

M 4«m: 9, 10 and II 

Lwaky nymlert: 1, 3 and 7 
Fa v ow abie IlftcMn: west 


CANCER (11 Jefv-14 AhuM) 

On the economic front the 
stars are favourable to you 
this week some of you may 
evet^ win e lottery The period 
la also favourable for creative artists and 
sportsmen However, professionals are 
likely to oome in for chiiosm Irom their 
amployerB Suainessmaa should also be 
wary of deception. A letter towards the end 
of the week will bring urtexpected good 
tidings. 

M Ms: e. 7 and 9 

MKly a w ibeo; 4. 6 and 8 

r mwiMa dlrecHaa: East 





alter con 


LEO <18 MprM 14 SepMiih 
kart If you have legal prob¬ 
lems It 1$ bast to solve them 

during this pen^. D«Pv10S 
relating to property wiH be 
soNed in your favour Th« is also a good 
penod for lovers rrtisunOarsiandings win 
ar>d. At home your cAloran wik be S 
source of ioy to you Fm^iany, this ts a 
good phase tor most of you However, your 
health wip bother you this week 
Qeod Ms; 10. 11 and 12 
Lacky mmiketf'. 3. 4 and S 
FamraMe diresbotr North-west 


VIRGO (18 lipianHr—14 
O a MGarl This « a good week 
for proiessiortais Out if some 
ol you are thmking m terms of 
changing your career, do SO 
tmg your elders The penod w 
eouaty favourable lor those m buaness 
uiikse every oopohunay thai comes your 
way The Iasi iwo days oi the weak ara 
paroeuiarty favourable for srhtts Lovers 
Should 8vo*d adventurous pler^i the week 
Qaad Ms: e 9 and 10 
La^ aumbafs 2. 3 and 8 
FavaersMa ilfaettaa: North 


lilRA (18 Octabtr—14 
Nevemkif) At ihe skghiest 
indKaton of ilrtess consul a 
physician Negkgency may 
lead to sanous compkea* 
iiona. Lovers should avoid unnecasaaiY 
arguments this week 8ui this is e favour¬ 
able penod lor stuoams some of you may 
get a charKe fo study m prestigious msMu* 
tions Those unemployed may find a |0b 
Fnertds and reiahves will be helpful lo you 
iTvs week 

Gaed Ms; 8 . 9 and 10 
liMfcl aaMrs: &, 6 and 7 
Favoersbft dfrseffoa: Souih>wesi 


SCORnO (IS Hevambar—14 
Oasamkar) Th's week you writ 
be busy with so&al engage 
mervis but do not overstrain 
yoursed as this will have an 
adverse effect on your haaHh ProlessiOh- 
ais wiF noi be m the good books of their 
superiors wh4e busine ss men are kkely to 
suffer a setbadi Th« « atao nor the 
opportune lima to get mamed However, 
your health wik improve markedly this 
week 

Goad dales: 6, 11 and t2 
LaaRy aafkarr 4. 6 and 9 
Ftfiirablf dkaettaa; East 
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8A9inAMJ8 (18 Dectmbar— 

14 laniaryf This weak you 
wiN have to draw upon your 
savings or borrow money lo 
bda over this lean period At 
home, one ol your reiatlvea may suddenly 
fait s*ck adding to your financial burden It 
you wish to change your fit, consult your 
elders Lovers are advised lo Steer clear of 
as conirovaraies. Your haallh wHi add to 
your womee during ihia period 
Gaed dttat: 7. io and n 
Laefey aamken; i, 2 and 4 
FavaarsUa dlraniat; West 


CAPRICORN (18 Jiiwafy^U 
Ftamanr) This rs a week of 
mixed forujnaa. On the finan¬ 
cial from soma of you will 
suffer reverses A word ol 
•dviee try noi to borrow money and keep 
your expenditure to a minimum. On the 
domesK from your wife may suddenly leil 
aick However, tivs ts a favourable period 
for those m love aarvO »ntending lo get 
marfied 

Goad datas: 7. 8 and 10 
LecRy mbart; 7, 8 and 9 
rasaarskta dirssiiea: Ncih'eut 


AOUARIUI (18 Nknafy—14 

Martk) Spoismen will come 
out with flymg colours in 
cornpaiitions this week, for 
businessmen, any deal 





FerMakanaaMaiM.TMsrlMaraRv Mb: 

Moat of vou do not poasesi anislic lemperamarn. You are practical and down-to-earth m aH your daaiings Avo4 tha creidva arts 
and ©In tnv admimetritivt ©b H you want» prosper m He Soma ol you are endowed with a rare sense of correctly analysing an 
incid^r Frianda and rsiairvaa look upon you for adwee. Women bom durr>g penod are usuaffy vary mtaUlgant and passlonite. 


struck during Ihis period wiN prove to be 
lucrative. However, professionals are 
advised to dasi with their superiors careful* 
fy The domestic from wNl remam mspiring, 
Tivs iS also a good lime for love and 
matnmoniai alliances Bui do noi neglect 
yoiir health 

Read dMet: 6. 9 and 10 
UKby nMhkirs: 3. 6 and 9 
FiveeraMa dirsstlon: Ea^t 


ftSCEE (18 Martti—14 April! 

Stellar influences make thrs 
an exiremaly favourable 
period for ail of you. 
Businessmen will get oppor* 
unities to expand (heir busir^ess while a 
promotion cannot be ruled out for those In 
service. Al home, your chiidran wiN be a 
source of |Oy to you. Fnendc and relatives 
wiH be verv he^fui Lovers can go ahead 
wrtn marnage plans. But do not negied 
vuui health 

Gaad dates; 8, 9 ana io 
Ljcfcy fiwkws: 2. 6 and 7 
Pteoarsbia ditaettaa: South 
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DtAW 21/1/tS 


WIN MORE THAN 


CHORES 


1$T PRIZES (40) RS. 10.00,000 EACH 
(TO BE DRAWN ON LAST 4 DK^S) 

3N0 PRIZES (40) RS. 1,00,000 BACM 
(TO BE DRAWN ON LAST 4 OiaTS) 

5RD PRIZES (4001RS. 10.000 EACH 
(TO BE DRAWN ON LAST 3 DIGITS) 

4TH PRIZES (40Q0)RS. 1.000 EACH 
(TO BE DRAWN ON LAST 2 DIGITS) 

STH PRIZES (40000) RS. $00 EACH 
<T0 BE DRAWN ON LAST 1 DIGITS) 


20 1ST PRIZES RS. S.00.000 EACH 
(ONE IN EACH DRAW) 

8,000 2ND PRIZES RS. 1,000 IRiDH 
1400 IN EACH DRAW) 

30 MINI DRAWS START FROM ' 
16 DEC. ONWARDS. NUMSR OT 
TICKETS ARE LIMITED. fUY 
YOUR LUCKY TICKET TODAY TO 
AVAIL AU 31 CHANCES 




A TKIOET IS ENTTTIA POn JOL PHOES DRAWN ON IT 


P l« 
















VARIETY 


InwmtWnil nwutf OiTtHir Doncti«v 
«e*tl«v «0 1 h« ur>uM«( Hat Ir IM3 of 
bOcomioQ tftompiOn of two 4>t* 

foroM eownVi«i C?<cho<lo»t*iit end 
TM* wit maM ooMiM dv ifw 
fMt that (ho Cnefta eoonod 141 rtMir 
diamolanohio to wMtMplayafi fr«<n o(Ko« 
{••(•ra Bkc eount/wi but ki «v«$ nonoiho* 
t«M aurprlilng ih»i • Bitta-*nown Bul^irkan 
ec«jJ 0 oclipM grandiAMta*! of Iho HatiK* 
of SmajU) ^locftntb *<10 Jonooe on ttwK 
homo grevhd Oonchov $ paji f dtroCt &uf 
ro4MM ana mcfo than an inUMg of 

a aanao of numov, m iht MewWg gamo 
from hla vfciorr m tfw Bgfgarwn ^am 
O«nahi 0 oamoriairato* 

Wniia Keia« Biacb Ooncho* in* 

d>an Dafonaa Bulgar»»n Chamoiorohc 
1919 

1 N>«B3 2 P-QB4 P-09 

9 M-OB9 QN>02 4 P-K4 P-K4 

9 W-B9 P-KN3 9 B-«2 B-N2 

7 0-0 0-0 9 fl-KI P-B3 

f B-BI P-QB2 to P-OB P-B4 

11 P-QB9 N-«1 12 P-0N4'I 

SupamcMi Corrocf la 12 P K*f3 10 ma«( 


Pltyarv who nawa coma ie watch a totim# 
mam aomaVmaa aov aftarwiroa 1 waiehao 
Bo anO*ao foi an hour and a *iaff, bwi I 
OiOrti m anything apodal. Po(hap4 but 
wouM iHov aKvaya hav« ragpgniaod a good 
piav If (hay had aaan rf' StuOv tNa tfaai 
fron> a inumaman* m frarK# 

Utaiar tati leva aP 
4 Q J t 
V • 9 

•aOf•’ 

*0 I t 

N 

« WE 

S 

Tha bidding goaa 


444 ? 

! a ■ 10 7 a 
K 102 
4(9 
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Waal laada the 2 of hoado lo ^ airtg 


QUESTfOttB 

1 What 16 aiopocia ih« madicai itfni fgr^ 

2 Th4 saying 'once in a bk>e moon‘s 
meaning a rare happening—is a la*rty 
common one. Why does the moor look 
blue? 

3 How >% d'tysergic Acid Diethylamide 
laiiraie better Known as^ 

4. Which Mm personeNty has won the 
fnairmum nuniMc of 'Oscars.' aiwaroed 
by tha U S. Academy of htooor PiCBjre 
A^a Ahd Scteocea? 

' S. What are marupials? 

6. Which stale « India has the tv>esi 
Ntaraey rate? 

?. What do Strahov, Merapana. Azteca, 
firabpurne and Wambfay have m 
common? 


Chess 


Oortchev tBiedi) to move 


IB 


B 

a B Bj 

IB 

m BiB 


m mim& 


r*' 


.illSiifBi.il 


Rolev tWtuiot 


12 P-Ka9 wilh 19 N'KAi reeiroirMna 
P><B4 


BKIDGt^ 


end vow loNow wttti me eee Bouih puv* 
itw S end tho 9 on tfwee two ufdu Whei 
do yow pfey am’ 

A dub,«em «ufo. NipHie lo time 10 rneKe 
• dwb end • dfemord Bwi Cbewei M « 
thud «euAd of heene. Cii' yew ovtn m« 
why' 

ihe pPuM (• (hot pemwt. not hnowirie 
thpt yOw hpld Ow he^ of domoAtfe, mpy 
tehe the ace ol dub* end enempt ip give 
you • iwH. Wbwii wiS be dMeiiroue if the 
hortf n 



Quiz 


S Chma le the moet populous country in 
rne world. Name me >eaai popui^ 
CPuniry^ 

9. In IntBe. (he national anthem le jiane. 
Gana. Mena, n Britain 4 is God Sava tha 
Quaaft whet is B>e naboral anthem of 
Fiance called? 

10. Whicti weH-knowh pemting 4 also 
cased La Gtocenda'* 

11 . The word 'tycoon* onginetee from e 
MW which was once awarded lo whom? 

12. Whtcn nver is known aa Bengei s 
Sorrow? 

^•POuito em Zi 
imwfi peiiBo sa« 
}aiip-u»-ieeueuiujo9 aiautflef aqx u 

9$ii voon am Ol 

aiei .1 ep leOnou 


12 . . . P-«B3 

A neceeMiy pmHmirW'v w P-Ka4. elM 
(he repfv N-hb i» unoMum 

13 N-d2 F-B4 14 IMI3 P-N3 
19 R^1 Nt02)-«9 ti a-03 P-BS 
17 PmP MPsP IB B-Q2 P-BBI 
A hfw tfiohe. If 19 (btP N- N9 er 19 PaP N 

ft4 U> etiher eeie inHisieig • pow«rfvi 
eiiedi 

19 P-MS IMI9 20 B’KBI P-KM 
21 P-<R97 DIAGRAM 
Peely mIiaq for irouWt 
2t . . . Mar. 22 PiN PiP 
29 P-N9 

Tiyirig Iwrd 10 keep the Queen oui, bui the 
I* not 10 be denied 
29 . 0-02 24 PeP 

Cm BimA CMivi P*N7»r>d Q Ra 
24 . . . P-B7. 29 K-H2 9-H1I 

A d(i( end rein«r emweiiig rteei7**blow. 
There «• no daifAce lo 0-42 • 

29 Re4ie"> 


MfCHAEL STEAN 


4 0 JS 

94 7 

• AOS I 7 

409 7 

47 N 4447 

9997 Ml B 9AK10ia 

4 JS7 “ 4 K 107 

4AJ10S47 9 477 

*AK 10 s 71 
9 J9 S 
444 
4 K 4 

Whei <4 iieoie 10 heppon • end did 
hepowi et seme tsbue - ii thei Weei. noi 
pieeing fM benner «Hth the king of 
JivmoiM iTiay «ve> e dub Wed erW return 
• dub, ihuwmg ihei (he beel chehCv w td 
Dnd perlner with • »<ngWiOn TlWA SOuth’i 
loeute dlsmond wW go ewev on ihe QuMn 
ol ehfbe 

K eoptert thet Chemie could hive 
•ndMied e iMgieten eiiewhire byweyiob 
ece »nd lung ot heene In that Bui 
why trull periner lo remnmberT 

TERENCE REESE 


Aq 26ZI w uauuM a$iBniaMn B^ 9 

Atc u*o>iaA 9 
AieAQoedsei uoouo*i pue AeOuiPQ 
Amo oooaig 'ojieuef *0 oiy endejd 

w siuTHpeis 9noujei ue ajg Aegx i 

'maia^^ 9k uoqeindDd 
am iO lueo leo 0 / ApeeuSiei;* etcjeyi 9 

•ny in punoi tje 8|atdn9;euj leoy^ oq 
• wOueii OMi antH ceijbnod gipe eteuituv S 

tieoeo «—APUBfC IfiM P 
Orup lAueeiod egi * a*8**l t 

9010 tfOOl 

uooiu eiB SHtui ueo uoitoidKe OHitoieA 
9 JO ejy iee«v 9 jeus eieitd90UA9 am 
m ispiMtd jnwidir«i fo eoutBSiO am i 

'*Mwp|9a i 

tBMm 


AT ^ll WWh II 
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Now* 

From the pioneers in diesel locomotive batteries... 
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Standard 


■Rpchnology you can trust 


Car Batteries 


The New Swndard Car Batreiy? 

K to a start It functions faultlessly 
i!‘s ^ a lot of stamina, ii won't leak. 

It s tw on maintenance. h>gh nn performance 
IIS special nigrvperformafce plates 
keep vt>ur car goirjg long, long distar>ces 

Suvxia^d Ttv car baneiy from the tattery specialists. 

Don’t you thmk your car desenes one? 








TEASERS 



BY SHAMUU OUDEJA AND CHAMBAK 9ASU 


Cryptocross 



Each Aumb«r jn the mdin grid represents a letter. The same number always stands for the same letter. To help you 
make a start, three letters have been given. Can you now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 


Shape Sleuth 



Choose one uf the squares numbered 1 to S lo 
Gomplate the blank m the large Mtuarv 


Quick Think 

Every one knows that families in India are close and 
large, but a* a party the other day there were from the 
same family, one grandmotber. one grandfather, two 
feibers. two iiiulher^, foul children, ihiee grandchildren, 
one lathe^ in Iau, one mothci in law and one daughier 
in Uw 'Vn enr.n»ou)k number from just one family, you 
rmght »a>. ami raihci hard ou the hostess. Bui was ii 
really? Cuuni carefully and see whai the minimum is 
that you can reduce the family to. 


WKshsrpener 

Three children whose surnames are Mukherjee. Bose 
and Sen live on the same road hui use a different form of 
transport to come ro school each morning. Their ages are 
li, 13 and 14 years. We know that: 

a) Ram is 14 years old 

b) Ihe 12 year old comes in a rickshaw 

c) Barun does not cycle to school 

d) Mukherjee takes the bus 

e) Sisir's surname is not fiuse nor is be 13 years old 
Given these fects, can you work out each child's 

surname, his age arxl the transport he uses to come to 
school? 



























TCASERS 

, ' 

Scrambles 

Blockbuster 



I PENALTIES I [CHAIN 1 

&:D'Trnjii UTrnh 

B .NGERINEI fENEMY] 

j ! Q.idj 


i Fill in tht ten letters b«)ow into the squares of . 
ihe Monk pVTdinitJ mi th«i those form ei£ht 

foui leuer mirds reudinA downwards 


RUMBAED 

LLQ.i'IXi 


Serial 



answer 


•AoiwiKMif to last week's 
'Teasers: 
fersenalMy Plus; 
Jawaharlul Nehru 
Blanksframt; 

1. Duck 2 Bill Hide 4 
Plav $. Planter €. Fly 7. 
Idount 8 Tick 9. Till 10. 
Tie 

Qutubita: 

LiAlu can travel in 

Mindbender: 


vennai. 

.4)uickthinkf ' 

‘^ere are 8 kennels. 




Whot's in a Word; 
giUEUE) 

Shape Sleuth tPaxe 7t): 
The pieceR marked 4, 
and 7 compicie a si|U(ire. 
Think Again; 

Box C l. 


Peel like a trip around the world? Just unscramble these ' 
words and see where ynu get. And if that is not enough of ; 
arm chair travel, take the circled letters and rearra¬ 
nge them for one more journey 1 


What’s in a Word? 

In (he following arrangement of letters ^ I S 
E you could replace both pairs of blanks with the same 
letters to form the word PORPUlSE. 

Can you complete (he words given below in the .same 
manner? 

a)-1 N—I L L A 

bl-S— S I N ’ 

c)-0- lETY 

di-S-RISM 

elC L —G 



Shape Sleuth: 


Mindbender 

Can you work out this well-known pusxle? 

There was once a Bedouin who had three sons. When 
he died, he lefr bis property consisting of 17 camels to 
his sons, the oldest to have one halt of them, the second 
son to have one third, and the youngest one ninth. As 17 
was a number not divisible by either 2.3,9. the camels 
could not be divided and the sons were in a dilemma. 
Finally, they remenbered a sheik who was known for his 
wtsdon and consulted him. Whet was bis advice? 








DOftr SNEEZE YOURDAYAVaa: 
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Don't tmt a eotd rutn four day. fiunny nose, congestfon end a neavy f>9A0. Typfca} 
syfrjoioms oi a co/O You suffa- Your day soffets Vifhy not 00 the sensibfe thif^? 

Try (^dann n'% a spec^a/^K to^'hofeted ta6>ei /or coK/s. So ccfr^anteht. Such a rehef' 


CAS6C in M* 


Why {gc^a^'"- 



^2 


MM* 1M 


















Portrait of two legends. 





Decades later... still the leader. 
















DELHI DIARY 


cape to Victory 

the third week of De r? 

19 64. I he k-] 


Whose Survival? 


Icem be r 

penuhimsie week before 
the poUin^ day in the MmI 
ei^ih i^neral elections, HH 
the movie distributors in 
Uiiar Pradesh seem lo 
have chippeti in their bit |[|^| 
in the campaign ior Ami- 
tubh Bachchan. As many 
as ei^t Amitabh stairers 
were running in the movie Pv. 
halls uf Allahabad this Ey / 
week, as compared to only y 
orve in the nrighlmurmg 
metropolts of Kanpur. ^ 

5harahj was being shown fP 

in Kanpur, while Allaha* 
had was regaled wiih Zan* 
jifvr, AfafiJai). (Tanga ki . . ■ 

.^ugaAtfb, Vaseebi Cooi/e. being exhibited in ADahu* 
5uAaag, NQ%uk and of bad; House of Wax and 
course. SharQbi. Two lin« Esape to Vktorv- The 
glish movies were also quest ion is; whose victory^ 


Pranah Mukhrrjw 


P runab Mukherjee*s six copies uf the book, as 
magnum opus. Beyond they were dealing with as 
Sur rivuf, suddenly in* many banks. Now they are 
creased its •.ales in Decern* in a fix—to whom can they 
her 1964. St iiior officers of palm off (he extra books? 
the public sector banks One wonders if the bon- 
were seen selling these ourable union finance and 
books tu people who called commerce minister was 
on them for business. The aware uf these happen* 
hfiuk is priced at Rs 99 and mgs. By some coincidence, 
dishliig uui a hundred apart from the banks, the 
rupee note to the bank officers uf (he agencies 
official wh<i sanctions like the State Trading Cor- 
loons was not much of a poration and other such 
iKither for the business* commerce ministry outfits 
men. But munv of them were also seen displaying 
ended up buying five or this book in their offices 


I'hihaA 


Beg Your Pardon? 


s(fi could ensure siability 
in the country This value 
judgment was questioneo 
hv Justice Shaslu Kant 
Verma. a former Chief 
Justice uf the Allahabad 
High Court, from where M. 
H. Beg at one Mage prac¬ 
tised law and whore be 
first came to the bench. 
The elderly retired judge 
mildly questioned Justice 
Beg by saying. *'How can 
you say that?" Immediaie* 
ly. the former Chief Jus¬ 
tice ui India said that hs 
Justice Verma wa» his 
seniOFi he was withdraw¬ 
ing his statement. This 
judicious withdrawal 
apart, one wonders at ihe 
propriety of (he chairman 
of the minorities coimtiis 
sion to address an election 
campaign meeinig. even if 
it be held under the guise 
of an “intellectuals* 
meet.” Justice M.H Beg is 
not only the foimer Chief 
Justice uf India, hut the 
silting chairman of the 
minorities cummissiun. 
Despite his views, iliu 
Muslims in Allahabad 
seemed hem upon sup* 
putting a politician 
P.e mammuMki 


I s campaigning lur a 
candidate a political or 
an intellectual exercise? 
Former Chief Justice of 
India. Justice M. K. Beg. 
addressed a meeting of 
**intellectuals" at the rest 
dcnce of an Allahabad 
lawyer, Swamy Oayal. on 
the eve of the elections 
Amitabh Bachchan's poet 
father. Harlvansh Rai 
Bachchan was the other 
speaker at this meeting. 
The purpose of this intel¬ 
lectual exercise was to 
mobilise support for the 
CongresstI) candidate 
from Allahabad. Amitabh 
Bachchan. Senior Bach¬ 
chan harped on his past 
association with the city*s 
intelligentsia (he taught at 
the Allahabad university} 
and said that it was not 
necessary that the new MP 
should be a person who 
stayed in Allahabad. (He 
puinted oui that Rajiv 
Gandhi did not stay at 
Amethi nor was Arun 
Kumar Kehru, a resident 
of Rae Bareili—thereby 
equating his actor*tumed* 
politician son with these 
gentlemen.) Justice Beg 
said that only the Congres* 


were many complaints 
from the PCCi I ) offices ab. 
out (he rude behaviiMir of 
the formerly uniformed 
men. One day. the party's 
treasurer Siiararo Kesri 
had to tell the ex- 
servicemen to remember 
that they were working fur 
a democratic political par¬ 
ty now and they should be 
reverential to (heir politic¬ 
al seniors. After this, the 
development centre boys 
were askgd to "assist" the 
control room commanders. 
Not only this, at the rail¬ 
way Stations, when the 
parcels containing public¬ 
ity rnatercal were loaded. 
Dr Roy’s boys supervised 
the uperacions. Some 
trucks carrying the AIC- 
C( I) niaierial to the stales 
were accompanied by the 
developmentcentre cadre. 
Rajiv Gandhi's brigade 
oversaw the ex- 
servicemen's cell in I he 
last days of the campaign 


Rajiv’s Brigade 

T he deveiopmoni centre 
nf the Indian Youth 
Congress! I), headed by ihe 
boarded Rajyu Sahha 
member from West Ben 
gal. Dobaprusad Roy, has 
become the trusted cadre 
centre of the Cungressfl) 
since the Rajiv Gandhi era 
set in. This became evi¬ 
dent durmg (he election 
campaign. Initially, the 
control niom set up at the 
AiCOli office at 24 Akbar 
Road was manned by the 
personnel of the ex- 
servicemen ’.t cell of the 
parly. Vishwajeei Singh, 
who lielongs to the erst¬ 
while ruling family of 
Kapurihulu, who hav come 
to Ihe Rajyu Sabha from 
Maharashtra, was in over* 
all command. Retired Brj- 
gadiei Rai Singh and j 
former naval officer. Com¬ 
mander Sood. were ini 
political adjutants. There 
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Bajaj Automatically 

If sunieone asked you to name India’s laq^t sc'ooter 
manufacturer, whose name would cpme lo mind hrst? 

If you were lolU there is a plant in India which turns out one 
scooter every minute, who would you think of first? Bajaj Auto, 
automatically. 

But the wailing list for Bajaj scooters is loo long even for 
such a plant: though it is as.hig as any single scooter plant 
in the w(»rld- 

St). liajaj Auto is setting up two new plants which will help us 
to produce over 7IK).0()0 vehicles a year. 

Normally, it takes years to commission such 
an opcraliim. But with our experience, we 
plan to start pnKluction at Aurangabad by 
1985 and Agra hy 1986. 

Which should keep Baj^ Auto tlie 
leader for years to come: automatically. 


^ baj^ auto ltd 

Voiw* for monoy. for yoeri 
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xvih(^p (i (a^ip atxl 
and QMWahp. 
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Classic look 
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-the name you can trust 


Mafallal 

Suiliny 
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COVER S T ORY IS 

OpttOM on Punjob 

Therv is a choice of several 
uliernatives before Rajiv 
Gindht to aoJve the Punjab 
tengie. Though the mood in 
Delni is for a recnncibarion 
with (lie Akalls, the cemraf 
government can amend the 
Cnntiiruiion (o ban (he 
Akali Dal a* a 
poliiico-reljiiout 
organlaadon if (he Akalis do 

mn pay heed (o what the 
government considers 
reasonable A report on (he 
nprinns before the 
government by Shubhabrata 
Rhattachorya. 

SPECIAL REPORT 30 

TbP SttApur MMMcra 

* 

f>n i January 'gS, 23 people. 
2t of them belonging to tne 
same lamily.were 
masiicred at Moh a Jdipur 
village m Uttar Pradesh 
following a dispute over a 
mangoiree An 
investigation by Nirmal 
Milra. 


CoPftnwpifPs wr y T 

Sondeep Shankar 


SUNDUY 

V01UM£I2 □ issue n ' R$4 00 
AN ANANOABAZAR PUBLICATION 
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A Script of Chaca 

Thu lOih International Film 
Fcaiival opened in New 
Delhi on 3 January. A report 
by Madhu Jain. Pfuian 
interview with the noted 
film director. Adoor 
Copa la k ruhna n, d irector of 
Mukhemukhem. 
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Watch your conference take shape 
wi^out putting it together 


D(i noihirig. 

And watch Air*lndia’s 
Congmaev & Conventions team 
organise just about everything. To 
put your conference together in 
the shape you'd (ike it to be. 

Watch them bid for India 
the conference venue. Promote 
yourcortference abroad. Liaise with 
delegates Assist tn preparing their 
kits. Arrange their hotel bookings. 
Transport them all the way to 
Delhi or any other city in India 
On a wide range of low, low group 
and individual fares. 

What's more, they'll even 
provide freighter services at 
special rates. In case you need 
to fly in special eciulptnent for 
the conference 

Of course, their job is made 
easier by Air'India’s worldwide 
network of 145 offices. Artd by 
Delhi's superb conference venues. 
Like the Talkatora Stadium or the 
Indoor Sports Complex. Ideal for 
large conventions ranging from 

30S) to 25000. Or, the 9 new hotels 


in Delhi, most of which offer 
excellent conference focilities. 

Or even the uitta'modem 
Shere'e^Kashmir Conference 
Centre at Srinagar. Which offers 
you a dsoice be^een two large 
and two small con f erence rooms as 
well as a 600 seat auditoniim wiOi 
aimulianeous translation bcilibes 
in five languages and film 
protection faculties for both 16 mm 
ana 55 mm. Plus four committee 
rooms, exclusive documentation 
and cotnmunicatMW ecfuipment. 
banquet space for 500 pawns, an 
exhibition gallery and a press 
room. All attached to the supetb 
5-eUr Centaur Lake View Hotel 
right next to Dal Lake. 

Naturally, with su^ services. 
iKs r>o surprise that Air*lndia has 
been dose^ involved with the 
12th Intematiortal Leprosy 
Congress, the World Mining 
Congress, the 59th International 
Convention of World Asaoaation 
of Detectives Conference and 
many mote. 
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absolutely rree! Now thai you 
know, don't just rub your hands 
together in^ee! 
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SAIELUrE/ 


M.J. AkBar 


Calcutta: It was terribly brilliant of 
me not to h;ive ^one to Bombay to 
cover the Ram JethmaJani versus 
Sunil Uutt election, others ive I 
might have got three out oV three 
wrung instead of only two out uf 
thrcC' The pie I am currently gorging 
myself un so humble that even a 
Middle Ages serf would not deign to 
touch It. The sTurdiKi that f thought 
would become uvh in Allahabad and. 
Madras has now bi^en sprinkled over 
the House of the People: and the first 
lesson of democracy is. don't argue 
with the people, Thev are right. Part 
ol the icasurt H'hv one goi it wrung 
was hecrtiise, in (he early Jays there 
were enough voluble protests in the 
coiisiitueitcies at iHring handed uui a 
cvlhilnid champion instead uf a poli* 
riculone. Bui the truih is one tends to 
hear whni one wants to hear. When 
the wniiier gets the suppuri of thiuc 
hundred thousand voices and the 
loser two huitdied ihousand, ii is 
(juite possible TO cuitfuse the signals 
after ail, two hiindivd ihousund t>e<i< 
pie I an ulsn crenic their share of 
mme III least until they get drowned 
out towards thr end of the shouting 
match. It was only by the end that 
one b«g<in lo get an uccurete inkling 
ol what was coining, but the scal^ of 
the victory surprised even Congress* 
men, Bihnr’schirf mimstei Mr Chan- 
ill a Shekhar Singh was making what 
he must have thought was his most 
optimistic pri diet ion when, during 
the lull between polling day and 
Miunling. lie said ine Congress would 
get seals out of S<t in the state, ll 
g<it .'lO; find even a veteran like 
jagjivitn Ram, against whom the rul 
ing party pul up only token resist- 
once, scraped through hv a pitiful 
few hundred votes. But the excuses 
don't really wash. An upology, there¬ 
fore. to our readers, .md ungrudginr. 
congratulations to the winners. 

But what should the opposition do 
about the star Influx that is becoming 
such a dread factor in our politics? 
The charismatic Ramakrishna 
Hegde, I notice, has strengthened his 
persuation team for the Assembly 
elections by recruiting the Nag 
brothers. A nod to the inevitable, 
pre.sumably. Maybe the CPI(M) 
should woo Mlihun Chakravacty lu 
save itself in Bengal, except that the 
star’s disco and karate routine may 
not find favour with the Left Prom 
minister Jetin Chakravarty. wlio 
found even poor Usha Uthup terribly 
decadent. And Dev Anand could be 


persuaded to campaign for the 
uppo^itiun in the north; but then he 
Is almost as uld as some of the 
opposition leaders and what the rear* 
ket wants is youth, so that might 
l>tK>m«rang In Punjab, the Akalis 
would need nothing short of a Dara 
Singh lo help them onto their feet. 

But f nave anecuggcsiinn for Alla¬ 
habad. on which at least all the 
oppoxiiion parlies should agree. In 
the next eletijuns, they should put 
up Rekhj agjinci Amilabh. 1 also, 
have an idea for hei mam campaign 
theme. 

>Vh c.ifiaan aj gave ham 
Tvrv su,trh eftafre «hafte. 

B engal put up an impressive die. 

plav trf wounded pride efier Its 
two powerful ministers uf the Mrs 
Gandhi L*ra were found missing from 
the Rajiv Gandhi cabinet. 1 personal* 
iy could nut i|mie understand ihis 
great sense of outrage. Mrs fiandhi 
had given two of the must importani 
]K>rlfolius to a state which had given 
her just four seats in Parliament, and 
she must hai*c fiad her reasons, both 
personal and pnlUJcal. for doing so. 
Mr Hranab Mukherjee presumably 
came cn on the loyalty-efficiency 
ticket, while Mr A.B.A. Ghani Khen 
Chowdhury serveo a dual purpose by 
being both Bengali and Muslim. But 
surely Bengal does not expect this 
kind of ratio to become the norm? 
One cabinet minister for IB MPs is 
pcrtecily fair; indeed by this token 
Bihar should have had three, which it 
doesn't. T^ fact is ihal too much 
mathematics is not possible in gov¬ 
ernment formation, and the Prime 
Minister needs to find an e(|uaTion 
between political expediency and 
personal trust Very obviously he 
does not have the personal rapport 
with either Mr Mukherjee or Mr 
Chowdhury. ur they would not have 
been subjected to such embarrass¬ 
ment. And since it is quite unlikely 
that there will be a Congress party 
without Mr Rajiv Gandhi at the head 
of It. and for decades to come, they 
might begin wondering about their 
future in this party, Mr Mukberjee, it 
is said by Those Who Know, waited 
calmly (doubtless smoking his famd- 
iar pipe) till five in (he evening on 
the day the cabinet was to be 
announced and when the telephone 
did not ring equsU.v calmly accepted 
his fate, asked the new government 
fur a smaller bungalow, said goodbye 


to his stuff and told a few i>eople who 
came to console that he might 
attempt to find solace in writing a 
Utile poetry. But retirement di so 
young an age? No more serving the 
people? No more playing the 
croupier at the power roulette? We 
who are paid tu observe shall wait 
and see. 

Mr Chowdhiirv. far less stoic a 
person, was livid at being dropped 
after what was clearly the higgesr 
poliiicai victory of his life. After the 
strong reaction in Bengal to their 
hern's tragic demuiion, Rajiv Gandhi 
did unl>cod a little uod gave Mr 
Chowdhury a consolation pnr.e, but 
from railway minister to general 
secretary in charge of Utier Pradesh, 
Bihar and Orissa is dexcetir in any 
language. Mr Chowdhury is putting 
on a lirave face by saying that he has 
been given charge of selecting the 
candidates for the AsscmhJv elec- 
nonx but cosmetic surgery in puli tics 
does not save much face. More in the 
) jKiim will be if Mr Chowdhury can 
, regain hi$ place In the central 
I cabinet by April or May. which he 
I privaiely sounds confident about. 
Hope lies eternal in the human 
breast, but it could become a case of 
once-bittan-twice-bitten. Maybe both 
Mr Chowdhury and Mr Mukherjee 
should join the Janata Party. It has a 
lot of vacancies all over (he country, 
but is particularly empty in Bongul 

O ne gats the feeling that Mr Jyoii 
Basu is a little bn regierfu) that 
he did not think of the Hegde Plan 
for Political Survival taJso knnivii as 
How To Organise A Sympathy Wave 
For Yourself), There was Ramukrish- 
na Hegde beaten fntr and square, 

: and by a stroke of genius he had 
' ensured that the Janain siotid a good 
chance u1 winning the Assembly elec* 
lions. The simple troth of course is 
i (hat HegJe's decision lo resign was 
js much j product of his own charac¬ 
ter and miirality as of good politics. 

' Mr Basu on the other hand, even if he 
had wanted tu resign and stau some 
I sympathy wavelet in his direction, 

' would not have been able to do so 
! without a laborious debate within 
the CPl(M). And stories of the inter- 
j nal squabbles on rhis is^ue would 
j have soured the whole effort. Any¬ 
way, Mr Basu has some time ahead in 
which to iblnk of now plans- If 24 
hours is a long time in politics, what 
happens in a year can only be a 
matter of conjecture. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Kmushwant Singh 


Why Engti$h 

O ne good reason why English has 
scored over ail ocher lengueaes 
end become the world'i hn^ua franca 
la ihec it ignores purists and accepts 
as many words as ic can from ocher 
languages. Some years ago C. Subba 
Rao gave e Use of Telugu words in his 
£)icrjonafy of Indian Words in En- 
•gUsh. Now R, E. Hawkins in his 
,Common Indian Words in English 
(Oxford University Press) has listed 
another 2000 Indian Words which in 
the last three centuries have found 
their way into , the larger Oxford 
English Dictionary. Many have been 
mutilated to mgke U easy for the 
'English to pronounce: Eunnnw from 
bnanao to make; chubarrow from 
chop raho for shut up; coggage from 
the Bengali kagoj for newspaper; 
crab bat from kharaab boat for bad 
language; Dick from the Urdu dickut 
for croublti psAukum for yesmen; 
kuchparwam for a careless person; 
na/rtkawasie for uominal; nittiukwal- 
lab for a loyah person; puckaAiw to 
catch; sam/howto warn. More amus* 
ing are Indian words of abuse that 
have found acceptability in the 
sahib's lingo. We have cbalu. cham- 
cba. eharsauhisy and lafanga^ And 
there is one whose Indian origin I 
have no doubr about but I dare not 
translate lest it should offend the 
straighiOaced who are forever accus¬ 
ing me of vulgerity. This is barn soor 
for a despicable person. Any guesses 
about its origin? 

Punjab Problem 

R ajjv Gandhi made an excellent 
impression as Prime Minister in 
his broadcast to the nation over All 
India Radio and Doardarshan. It was 
not great oratory but his speech was 
coherent, lucid and had a ring of 
sincerity about it. It is obvious tha^ 
he is a more gifted speaker than 
either his mother or his grandfather. 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. His mascu¬ 
line good looks as well as the gift of 
the gab are inherited from his father, 
Feroze Gandhi, who made ouite a 
mark in the Lok Sabha as a forceful 
debater. I have little doubt that in 
due course he will become a spell¬ 
binder. However, it will take more 
than speU-binding oratory to keep 
the miuraaga.in nis chariot in run* 
mng order. At the moment none of 
his pamrnieo left out of the ministry 
are likely co shoty disaffection for the 
simple reason that they have no one 
to defect i6. Bat no sooner crises 
c feme. as they are hound to, he will 



nwd all (he cunning he can muster 


a life sentence mav mean no mure 
than IQ years in jaill or undergo 
surgery which would forever deprive 
him of the power to indulge in sex A 
doctor friend tells me that there is no 
need to resort to such drastic mea* 
suras as castration as there are drugs 
available which substantially reduce 
man’s sex urge. Their only side-effect 
is enlargement of male breasts to 
female sizes—no great calamity. The 
chief difficulty in imposing these 
more rational forms of punishments 
1 $ the absence of sanction of the law. 
Framers of the Indian Penal Code 
could not think of punishments o^er 
than fine, imprisonment or hanging. 
It would not be a bad idea if we 
re-evaluated the equation betvraen 
crime and punishment and took 
advantage of modem medicine to 
rationalise their relaiionihip. I have 


and all rhv muscle-powvr he has to 
keep V grip on the reins. 

Rajiv has given Punjab and Assam 
tup prioriiy. 1 am mure familiar with 
the Punjab problem than I am wirh 
the Assamese end will confine my' 
observations to its possible solutions. 
The issues are no longer restricted to 
Chandigarh and distribution of river 
waters They now include the rise 
and fall of Rhindranwale. Operation 
Blue Star, military activity in the 
Punjab countryside, special courts, 
ihe assassination of Mrs Gandhi, the 
massacre of Sikhs in (owns of north¬ 
ern India and migration of Urge 
numbers to the Punjab. The main 
trouble is that we still do not know 
(he full facts. The guvermnent’s 
attempt to whitewash events leading 
to Operation Blue Star and its after, 
math by the issue of (he White Pajser 
have been discredited by the Prime 
Minister himself. An even more im¬ 
portant pre*condi(ion to a settlement 
will be (he government's amoral 
slithering over organised killings of 
-innocent Sikhs in the first week of 
November 19B4 and exonerating its 
partymen whose names have been 
published amongst the guilty. It must 
overcome i(s reluctance to institute a 

judicial enquiry which will identify 
(he culF^its and punish them. Uedess 
these hurdles are overcome, there 
can be no lasting settlement in the 
Punjab. 

To Fit The Crime 

S ome time ago a Delhi judge sent¬ 
enced a rapist to Hfe itoprison* 
mene. At the time 1 bad suggested 
that the more appropriate sentence 
could have been to give the coo* 
victad man option between spending 
thk rest of his B(t in poaon (in India 


no doubt it would reduce the Inci* 
dence uf certain kinds of crime with* 
out resorting to brutality such ag 
amputation of limbs practised id 
some Muslim countries as well as 
substantially reduce expanse incur* 
red inkeeping convicts in jail for long 
periods. To start a public debate on 
the subject I recommend the follow^ 
ing: First; punishment for murder 
should not he death but Imprison* 
ment with hard labour over a period 
of years with the convict's earnings 
going to (he family of the deceased as 
well as confiscation of his personal 
property which should also be passed 
on to the family of the victim. 
Second; punishment for crimes of 
which do not result in death but 
grievous bodily injury should also 
entail forfeiture of property entf 
earnings while in jail (which should 
not exceed three years) which should 
go CO the injured person. Corporal 
punishment like lashing in public 
should be introduced. Three; crimes 
of sex, child abuse and attempted 
rape should be punished by compul* 
sory administration of drugs that 
reduce sex drive and actual rape by 
castratitm. Four; for crimes of vio* 
lence and recklessness caused by 
excessive and habitual intake of U* 
quor. punishment should Include 
compulsory administration of drugs 
like Antabuse which produce very 
unpleasant reanioos if followed 1^ 
alcohol. A person who takes a drink 
after Antabuse can get violently sick 
and get hangiiver of an intensity 
which would make bin swear never 
(o touch it again. ] can recommend it. 
to wives who have to suffer huadlg* 
tion end violence at che hands of 
hard drinking husbands. 

Headers' reactions to these sugges* 
rioDS will be welcomed. 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Our Repressive Acts 

D uring the first World War. when I lence." and the InielUgc 
India wa< a Bntifih culonv. the guv* vully mentioned ‘'the coi 
ernmem irf India appoint^ a com* vitie^ in the Bihar*Wei 
mission under Mr luvtiie RuwUii. Whv ?ihouLd the eovi 


Unlimited 
powers to the 
executive only 
Increases the 
temptation to 
USB them for all 
kinds of 

purposes and the 
•ystem becomes 
dotatortaf. 


D uring the first World War. when 
India was a British culonv. the guv* 
ernmem of India appoint^ a com* 
mission under Mr Juvtae Ruwlail. 
»n English judge, lu lepuii on sedition The 
Lummisstun issued its report in July 19IH 
and recommendcHl. among other things, “ex* 
treme and vigoiou*'* mvasutes to comhat 
“political violence.'* 

’fhe rccommeiidniions wers* incorporated 
in a ivgitlalive measure iii M.ncii IS H winch 
came to he knossn as the Kowlait Aci. What 
It laid down was that anvone engaged in 
polnical violence would he tried bv a spe 
cial tribunal sitting m camera Mahatma 
(•andhi raised his voice against the Kuwlair 
BiU and asked the people to uhserve a 
general harfaf accompanied liv a fast* They 
res|>onded to his call and observed the 
htuntl and the fast on b April 1919. the 
seioiid Suiidav after the Viceroy gave his 
jssem hi the Bill. 

Alas, the iiatioirs mood has changed since. 
U dues not have the vtamina it once had. It 
has become Iim* ’M.‘cuiiiv*c'OnscioMS.* There* 
loie, II iv no surprise that ihv country has 
uccepied wiihmn demur the Terrorists 
Affected Areas tSiH’cial Court si Act. which 
IN almost an exact copv of the Ruwlall Act 
The SiwmI Courts Act also defines a terror* 
int as a person who indulges in "violerHe" 
disrupts "scTVicv or means of cummumcn 
tUMi" Mini Ml on 

Like the Kowlatl Act. the S|»eiial Courts 
Act soys that “all proceedings before Special 
Cnurt shall he conducted in camera." The 
Rowlatt Act said that “reports of the j>ro 
ccedings" would not he- publi^ed while the 
Special Coui Is Act says that a S|ieiial Touri 
may pass orders for “avoiding of ihe men* 
tioii of the names and addresser: of the 
witnesses in its ordtrs or judgments or in 
any re cold s of the case accessible to the 
public.." 

One may feci horrified but the fact re¬ 
mains that rine of the victims ul this act is a 
forthright, coriscumtuius journalist. Brahma 
Chellaney. the Associated Press correspem* 
dent, who reported on the military action in 
the ((Olden Temple al Amritsar Tfae whole 
th i ng smu cks id t he a d m i n ist j at ion's vendet * 
ta against him and it is a sad reflection on 
the state of treedom of the press in India. 

True, the terrorists should not be given 
any quarter and there ii justified hurroi 
over the happenings m Punjab. But the act is 
mostly misospd in Puniab The nuiin purpose 
of the Act seems to pick up persons who ate 
aiitbesiablishment ur come in the way of the 
government while doing a spot of huiirsi 
work. Of course, the Naxaliies ve a target. 
This is apparent from ihe case the Inielli* 
genev Bureau made for more stringent provi* 
sions against them. It said that "the National 
Security Act iNSA) had aoc proved effective 
in containing extremists' activities or viu* 


lence." and the ImelUgence Bureau specifi* 
vully meniioned “the continuing violeiii acii* 
vities in the Bihar*West. Bengal border 

Why should the government arm ttself 
with such stringent powers like ihv NS A. the 
Disturbed Areas (Special Courts! Act and 
The many “siiecial acts," apart from regular 
pro visions under the criminal procedure 
code? Why yel aiinthcr Act? Cnlimiied puw* 
e'rs III the executive only increases the 
temptation.to use them for all kinds of 
purposes and the system becomes dictato¬ 
rial In (he Special Courts Act the onus to 
prove ihat j letturist is noi a lerroriM is on 
the »uv|ieci. If it is “shown" that the person 
euncerned was in an area where "the fnriy'ek 
charged with the maintenance of public 
order in the discharge of their duties" have 
been resi&ied. “it shall be* presumed, unless 
the cuntrary i$ shown, that such person had 
cummiited »uch ufferue." 

In a country where fuke encuunters be* 
tween police and a wide variety of offenders 
are frei|uent. the auihurities can go to the 
fxti'ni of charging any upp^meni or critic 
with lernaism lie has not only lo pruve his 
iniMKcncc but also stand trial in any part of 
tbc' country where the guvornmeiil may 
rstabiish a Special Court. 

CuTinusly, appeal against a Special 
Court's judgment can lie made only to the 
Supreme Cunri. not the High Court under 
w'hose lurisiliiiMin the judge of a Special 
Couit will be. In fact, the Act says. "A 
.S{>ec*ial Court !chal! lie piesided over by a 
(udge to lie appointed bv the central govern* 
mem with the concurrence ul ihv Chief 
Jusiiie of the High Cnurt." 

Lxpeiienie Irom the daw of the KmcTgeu* 
cy shows how highhanded ami arbitral y 
actions were earned uut by Ihv executive 
with impunity. The nation was unable to 
realise the directions and the full implica¬ 
tions 4if the actions ol the government and 
its functionaries. Kihical considerations in* 
hermt in public behaviour became dim and 
in many cases beyond the meiiia] grasp of 
many of the public functionaries* What is 
the guaranu'c cliat the Draconian laws with 
which ihu government has armed itself will 
not be used by civil servants on orders from 
those in power? 

fp the agitation against the Rowlatt Bill an 
active paiticipant was Swami SJiardhanand. 
a venerable teacher, whose ashram near 
Hardwar wu) as famous as Tagore's school at 
Shiintiniktfian. He was invited to speak at 
the Jama Masjid. Delhi. This invitation was 
extraurdiiiarx' for no H.tidu scholar had been 
invited to speak in a mosque, as tar as one 
can remember. This showed a secular 
approach. Can we not mould secular opinion 
111 (he same way against increasing repres¬ 
sive lawa? Without the awareness of what is 
right and a deshre to act for what ia right, 
there may be no realisation of what is wrong. 
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OPINION 


The Sant’s Jokes 


M J. Akbar has logically brou^t 
OUT (h« contradictions within 
Sani Jarniiil Singh Bhindranwale 
<rAtf High Friiffst of Low A oi bitten. 
2^>29 December *S4>. Some of the 
theories propounded by the Sant 
read like a joke. Of special mention 
IS his theory that'all human beings 
are born av Sikhs. 

CV. kgdhakrishnon, CoJeurrg 

a M.J. Akbar has deliberately or 
inadvertently indulged in disconion 
of sequence of events in order to 
prove that the breakdown nf iripar- 
rite talks in February 'g4 was the 
outcome of belligerency by Hindu 
fevivnlj<ts culminating in atrocities 
on Sikhs in Haryana. But this is not 
iruu. A.s far «is I remember, the 
tripartiir talks in Delhi came to an 
abrupt (md as a sequel to heavy 
firing on BSP personnel from within 
the Colden Temple resulting in the 
deaih of over half a*dn 2 en yawens. 
The author has conveniently ignored 
the killings of innocant Hindus in 
Punjab or the orgy of violence let 
louse by $ikh extremists. May I re* 

I mind Mr Akbar that the Hindu 
j burukshii bamiti is not an organisa¬ 
tion of Hindu revivalists but it is an 
nrganisatuin born out of the natural 
instinct of self preservation- 
The disturbances in Haryana tn 
February '84 were a sponteneous 
outburst of anger of the Hindus. But 
what happened in Haryana is no¬ 
thing in comparison to what has been 
happt-ning in Punjab for the last two 
years. The chief minister of Haryana. 
Bhajsn Lai. deserves to be congratu¬ 
lated for his administrative acumen 
and foresight. 

R.C. Bonsai, Delhi 


Effective Device 


i d Life saver (Science. 30 Decern- 
hn —5 J.inuary)n has been men- 
\ lioned that Sciitiish doctors have 
iiiveiueci a plastic film to keep babie« 
wdim in vvinier. May 1 point out that 
-I ChiiMian father residing near Cal¬ 
cutta was the first to use plastic film 
us a blanket foi keeping people 
' WMrm. KiKjwn as the ‘Goodnight Can- 
f>i BI d M kei, * 111 r devlcv consists of two 
layers of polviliene sheet, with a few 
sheets of nowspa|>er between them. 
Tho polyihvne sheets have holes pun¬ 
ched on Thom lo allow transmis.sji)n 
id moisture. It is a simple device but 
. very effective 
I Oehi/^h/s Rav. iVaUair 
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Wide Off the Target 

2 4 December 'B4 (27 December at 
placesj wa.s really 7^e Day of thv 
Vorer (23—29 December *84) Most 
Indian magatmes. including Si'N1»av. 
failed to judge the pulve of the 
Indian electorate. The outcome of 
the election may have surprised 
those in Si*ndav. but to the common 
man on the street, the results were 
expected. 

Sayed Shahjahan. Dhaka (Bang¬ 
ladesh} 

a The cover story successfully 
twoufdtt out the mo^ of a general 
election Time and again our leaders 
refer to the fact chat caste and reli¬ 
gion are destroying (he unity and 
integrity of India. But it is they who 
exploit religious and caste feelings to 
secure votes during an election Such 
double standards are the hjllmarks 
of all political leaders. The electo¬ 
rate should be wary of them. Indian 
democracy has survived only be* 
cause the people of this country are 
far too politically conscious to be 
guided by such irresponsible leaders, 
Param Hans Singh, Arrah (Bihar} 

0 Our Parliament is adorned by two 
filmy heroes and a heroine. What we 
need now is a villain and a comedian. 
What about nomioaiing *Cabbar 
Singh* and *BhQopali?’ 

Chiranjeeb. HaiJakandi fSilcbar) 

• It was surprising to note that the 
entire cross-section of (he electorate 
interviewed by SvNOsy (Voices) 
voiced anti-Om^s$<l> feelings, 
AJay Pant, Motadabad 


How Right 


T ooshar Pandit's article on the 
opinion polls was well written 
and comprehensive {Opinion PoJis: 
Do They Count?. 23—29 December 
*64), I hope the article will go a long 
way to dispel many unfounded 
doubis about opinion polls chat exist 
in the minds of even educated people 
in uur country who equate such sur¬ 
veys with forecasts made by astrolo* 
gers. However, the article suffers 
Irom one deficiency' it is infested 
with too much statistical jargon. Hie 
wnt«*r could have explained the intri* 
^ cacies of such .turveyi in layman*! 

terms. Very few readers are ex* 
I pected to know what is meant by 
, ‘random sample* or the ‘semantic 
differential technKiue* Another 
point which has nut been touched 
upon is (he factor of deliberately 
falsifying the response by the respon* 
dent that the pollster has to guard 
against while conducting a poll. To 
I minimise such chances, some ‘hones- 
I ty sieve* questions should also be 
I framed while preparing the question¬ 
naire that will detect deliberate falsi- 
I fication. 

Afadhunuta Lahiry. Afura/farpur 

I e The opinion poll conducted by 
f SuejjAV and IMRB indicated a swing 
I in favour of the Cnngresv(l) through* 
I out the country. Inspire of that, most 
I of Sun pay's predictions regarding 
the outcome of the pull were off (he 
mark. 

Af.A. Ahad, Bhubaneswar 

A Clarification 


C hanchol Sarkar had named seven 
perMins u) members of the 
Citizen's Ccimmmion headed by the 
former Chief Jusiice oi India, 8.M. 
bikri (C'JviV Ktjthts in a Democracy, 
30 December *84). In fact, there are 
only five members: Gurbachan Singh 
and I are nut members of the Com¬ 
mission. 

Air Chief Marshal At jan Singh, DPC 
(Retd). Sew Delhi 

_ Wise maxi _ 

. , 

C haron Singh's answers to some of 
the questions of M. J. Akbar 
< ’Elections for Aii;rfcja/is is a Game*, 
2—8 December 1984) prove that be is 
an autocrat who thinks that he is the 
imlv wise man in the country- 
C B. Sahai, Saw Delhi 
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BiKiK'han ciinip»lftn*iix to AU«h»h«(| durinx the 1.44. Stbht 


Off the Mark 


A d the prediction* in Dreum Mvr 
chenif (16-22 Dk><remher 'M) 
turned out (u be wrunft. Amiiabh luit 
only drew the crowds but he eJ«(> kui 
the votes. 

An up Serfear. CWcurxa 

e The people o( Allahehad pulled 
off a big surprise. Amiiabh Bach 
chin’s voice wUI soon he heard in the 
corridors of power. It is d pity that nn 


<Ni(* could nsid (he minds of the 
eJecroraie m Alluhabad. 

Gour <*h(Mh. Stndn iB*har} 

« I wes surprised to see Amitabh 
Rjchchan on the cover of Soniiav. 
What over he his viatus. he dni,*^ rsol 
deserve 4 place in %o reputed a 
weekly. The film magarines arc 
there to give him publicity. 

\ec*ri^ Noy9i}. Rturangapur 


Biased 

^\/ng End and Brntima Che/Ltny 
\ (Cos.sjp .SVeef and Soiu, 2i» Deiem- 

! ber ’84) were thought-provoking. 
However, in the articles, Mr Singh 
harbours feelings of on orthudox 
' Sikh, showing seamy re.isonicig 
power. 

True, what followed Indirn tiuii- 
dhi's gruesome acsusxination was in¬ 
human. horrifying and cundemnuhle. 
But was the death uf Indira (laudhi 
an occasion to rejoice? When the 
entire world was plunged in sorrow, 
most uf the Sikhs were rejuicing, 
Some were iclebrating ihe uccusion 
by distributing sweets while others 
displayed their ecstasy by dancing. I 
have been informed by eye witnesses 
that the enure Sikh cummunitv in 
Asansul, Dhanbad anti Bnkoro 
started bhangro on he<*rmg thnt Mrs 
(landhi was dead. Mr Singh shnulil 
not forget that the peupie at luigv 
are nut saints. Retaliation, thcrufore. 
was narural. Nevcnheleis, it wniild 
, be a crime aguinst humiiniiy rn sup¬ 
port the klIJIng of the Sikhs. Many of 
Mr Singh's articles reflect his sup¬ 
port for the Sikh rxtrvmists. He has 
not even cundemned the miirdei of 
Indira Gandhi. But I am not sur¬ 
prised. fiislnry is full of hislanccv 
where Sikhs have shown their dis¬ 
loyalty, Their stand during the Qua 
India movement is well known. Vei 
Panda Nehru and his daughter* 
(rusted them. Ultimately, she puid 
the price. 

N.K, Shah. Sheikhpur* iHihjri 


Are We Serving as Guinea F^s foMf^R^h MulUnationals? 


OPINION 


T he investigative report, Ktiter 
Cds. Cafhns Carbide < l^Z2 l>e 
cember *84) was superb. One won¬ 
ders how the Union Carbide factory 
functioned all these vears without 
adequate safety measures. The guv 
ernment is to blame fur permitting 
(he multi-national to function within 
(he city. 

C.V. Redhakrishnan. Cakuita 

• One cannot but feel distres<;ed at 
(he heavy toll of life due ro poison 
gas leak in Bhopal. 

Altaf Andiabi, Snnagai 

• It Is actually the chief minister. 
Arjun Singh, who should have boen 
arrested and not the chairman of 
Union Carbide. What compensations 
do our governments pay when pcopi* 
(tie in train collision ur when mines 
get flooded end meny workers die? 
C. Heimut, Viahekhapatnam 


e Union Carbide has tarnished civil¬ 
ised history by iis negligence and 
callousneNs. The state govurnmvnt 
should also share ihe blame for the 
unprecedented tragedy. The union 
•government must take steps to see 
ihal such accidents do noi recur. 
Aurbaxi LTkjnx. Cafeutta 

• The xiew sli»gan of Uiouxi ('ar- 
bitk^'Evereadv to kill.’ 

K. ChaoJrii, Madras 

• Tooshar PaiiJjt deserves praise for 
his investigative report on the Bhi»p- 
aJ g4< tragedy. It was shocking (o 
learn (hot in spite of waroings the 
gnvernment did not take any steps to 
inform the people living near the 
factory. The arrest of the chairman of 
Union Carbide or suing them for 
compensation will noi absolve the 
Madhya Pradesh government of its 
criminal lapse. 


P.P. Beeran. Ha// ix( B«:(ixi (Saudi \ 

Arabia/ 

• W*‘ have heard ot monkey v being 
exported from India to the USA for 
experiments. The Bhopal tragedy 
was a typicdl case rif an American 
firm using Indians as guinea pigs. 
The release of The Uniun Carbide 
chairman. Mr Anderson, confirms 1 
(he popular fear ihat the iive.s of \ 
aristocrats and people in power are : 
more valuable than the ordinary pco ' 
pie who died in thou<.ands. The gov¬ 
ernment, U seems, does not bother 
about the lives of the common 
people- 

Chagla Mahupatra. Poiaaara fOns«d) 

a The government is equally to 
blame for the tragedy. In most factor¬ 
ies in the country safety measures 
■xe not observed. 

^abxna. Nalanda. (Bihar/ 
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•NDU PBTOW imjW, MADftAS 


OPINION 



M .l AklMir's IV «i very 

popul.ii chiumn BiU I vrould 
adviM; him noi to mitke pnliiiciil 
^oreca^t^' Kiv wiite op on Vvjavan 
thtmalK (23 Ocn'omhcr M) w^h su« 
perb but hU pfviUcuon^ nsardinR 
her futv Mt tbc husiinu^ provvil rirv- 
ii!«Truuii. 

Shyamii yiirkayusth.i. H4^iU^kapd^ 

• All ihe three filmstars have won by 
comfortoble margins. M.J. Akbar was 
parlKularly harsh un Vyjayanthima' 
la. But it was the latter who had 
the last laugh. 

Saiman V'i;5uf Patna 

• Amitabh Bachchan. Sunil Dutt and 
Vyjayanthimala have won the elec¬ 
tions. it is a pity that Sunpav's pre¬ 
dictions regarding tiieir poll 
pects were off the mark. 

Subhas i>una, Ranchi 

• In Dateline Mr Akbar writes^ **One 
cannot but be astonished by the 
sheer audacity of these filmstars who 
think that their prancing on the 
screen gives them the right to repre¬ 
sent the people in Parliament.'* I do 
not agree with the author's state- 
meni ff a lawyer. Ram Jethmalani, 
can represent the people, if a trade 
union leader. Da tea Samanc. can 
aspire to go to the Parliament and if 
an old. insane man like Charan Singh 
can represent the people's aspira¬ 
tions. Chen 1 think that rilmscars too 
can represent I he people 


5.R. lyenger. Bcunbey 
e M..f. Aklvar's ^tiiiemeni in Dele* 
fme (2.) December 'H4» that the 
attempt by M<«R's siippnrfvrs to sell 
(hell <u k and incapacitated leader to 
(he electorate is a ‘'deception" to an 
inhuman extent is apt. Most of the 
Knehsh dailies in Tamil Nadu, one of 
which IS more than a century old and 
c*niuvs a sound credibility, have been 
silent on (he issue. Most periodicals 
jiid dailies in Tamil Nadu are owned 
and staffed by persons of a particular 
enmmunity which MGK has wooed. 
TheM‘ publicAiions do not give a true 
pirturc of M(jR'v health Inspite of 
the fact thji pictures of MGR at 
Brooklyn Hospital in New York were 
taken to convince the voierr that he 
was looking hale and hearty and a 
documentary on Mf*R screened in 
most of the cinema halls before ih« 
polls, the people of Tamil Nadu are 
well aware that MCR cannot talk and 
walk like a normal person He is even 
undertaking speech therapy and 
there are serious dnubls about 
whether he will ever regain his 
speaking powers. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances. he ha< contested the 
Assemblv elections by proxy and 
won. Bui contesting elections under 
such a state of health i^undemocratic. 
A lamashe of this son can lake 
place only in our country where the 
vast majority are still illiterate and 
ignurant. 

P. Padmartahha/i. C'oimbarore 


_ Unfounded Fears 

■ was >urprised to note ihe conieniN 
of Mr Rias Ahmad's letter (Opin- 
I ion. 23-29 December 'B4). Mr Ahmud 
States that Muslims in India are 
perceiuted und that the spirit of 
secularism hardly prevails in this 
country. Bui (he authur had not cited 
a single incident to nubstaniiate his 
argument. The fact that India had 
two Muslim Presidents and a vice 
president gnes to prove ihai ^eclJlilr• 
ism does exist in India. Moreover, 
there are many chief ministers and 
union cabinet ministers who are fol¬ 
lowers of Islam. Where then dues the 
c|uestion of persecution and discri¬ 
mination come in? Mr Ahtnod alsn 
mentions in his letter chat Muslims in 
Pakistan are all well off.which is far 
from true. The Muslim community, 
on the other hand, have time and 
again proved disluyai to their coun¬ 
try. There are many Muslims in India 
who nurse hatred towaid'^ their 
motherland. 

S . P. (>• wak or. C'hannti rayu par/ia 

e I was appalled by the sentiments 
voiced bv Mr Rias Ahmad in his 
letter. Among other things he men 
tium that Muslims in India are tre¬ 
ated as foreigners and rrailurs since 
the partition. The author adds that 
their forefathers made a wiong deci¬ 
sion to stay on in India. 

Mr Ahmad is perhaps unawarv uf 
the situation in Pakistan. Or why else 
would he think that Muslims are 
better off in Pakistan? In India Mus¬ 
lims. like all other corrmuuuies. en¬ 
joy much more freedom than their 
counterparts in Pakistan. If a similar 
letter, as the one written liy Mr 
Ahmad, would have been wnricn bv 
a Hindu in Pakistan and sent to a 
newspaper organjsaium for publica¬ 
tion, it would never have liven pub¬ 
lished 

Bi.rav Kumar Dash, Madras 


A n Appeal 

T his has reference to the article, 
No Classes. Please fScience. Hi - 
22 December '84) where it has buen 
mentioned that Dr Svyatoslav sue- : 
cessfuUy treats patients suffering 
from mild to acute myopia In India 
there are (h >u sands of myopic pa¬ 
tients who lose their eyesight due to 
lack of pruiier treatment. Indians 
would be gracvful to Dr Svyatoslav if 
he visits this country regularly to 
help fellow docturs working oo the 
subject. 

1 R.D. Sa taper hi, Romkela 
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with the Akalis, thou^ this mi^t 
not prove as easy as U sounds. It is 
utiltkely that the e^^vemmeni will 
enter the process of neautiatioris un* 
111 it some confidence that (he 
Akelis will be prepared to give 
ground. Since Rajiv Gandhi has 
made, the Anandpur Sahib ResolU' 
nun into a WH’essioni.si document in 
ihe popular eye, he will need an 
Akali "withdrawal" on some of the 
terim of the resolution before he 
•comes 10 any agreement with the 
Akalis. If (here is a private under 
standing that a gesture of such a kind 
could be made at the end of formal 
negotiations, then the AkaJi leaders 
could be released from jail for talki. 
and after (h« agreement the cases of 
secession made against some of them 
will be withdrawn. But just in case 
the Akelis Reem fo feel that they still 
have a few cards left in their hand, 


The task of finding gn answer to (he 
questions relaed by (be A'tandpur 
Sahib Resolution ahd the A kali egite- 
lion (with jta «itdemui<«bceieiODist 
fringe) is now his. Awl, judging by 
the statements emanating from !>»■ 
Ihi, the new Prime Minister of India 
is quite aware of this. 

The govemmeni is going^o test out 
a ihree*prbnged append} fn Punjab 
compost M one carT<^ gnd two 
sticks. Obviously, (be cenol is being 
dangled first. Delhi is'fujl of talk of 
reconciliations with the Sikhs in 
general and the Akali^ in particular. 
Arrests have been inade»*of those 
suspected to have led the riors 
against the Sikhs in the wake of the 
assassinetion of Mrs Gandhi, and one 
presumes they will nqi be Jet off as 
easily as they were the first lithe 
around. There is a feeling too ihat 
the grounds are being made for talks 


P rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
knows, as much as anyone 
else, that the credibility of 
his government will depend a 
great deal on how he tackles the 
enormous problem called Punjab. If 
the last general election was indeed 
a referendum on Punjab, the integri* 
cy of the country and a mandate to 
Rajiv Gandhi to solve e problem 
which had taken so many lives in* 
eluding the most precious one of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, then Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi has to anrraunce some 
plan before he goes to the people 
once again Anu since that is sche* 
duled for March, the urgency for t 
new Punjab policy can be easily 
appreciated. When Raitv Gandhi re* 
turns to the campaign trail for the 
Assembly elections in ten states or 
more within a few weeks, he can 
hardly go back with the same refrain. 


VIofrm mo«l: a deme ni Wban by Akals to hirwitotoS 






I (he government is also beginning to 
, send two messages which could final* 

1 end all hope of any return to power 
j by the A kalis. 

2 The obvious way to du ihl^ of 
course would be by a simple ban on 
communal parties. Since the Akalls 
make no pretense of representing 
any community other than the Sikhs, 
they are dearly a communal party 
(even, that is. if they do not actively 
panictpaie in divisive communal 
politics, a$ they claim i. Such a prop* 
osal wav. in tact, mooted in the wake 
nf (he assassination of Mahatma Gan* 
(Jhi but. eithei out of expediency or 
en«»r. both Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Sard.ir Katel did not make the effort 
10 pursue It. I he Iokk of cour^it* is 
unarguable. While tommunal parties 
ur groups ur societies have the consti* 
(uiionai right to piopagare the wel* 
fare of iheir comnn liiies in the 
areas of educurion amt icligion. ihev 
have liiilu place in ihe elector ill 
politics of a secular Ktale. In fact, the 
moral position nf this aigtimeni is so 
strong that it i< a w<»ndcr why the 
propoHul wan not given a constitu* 
tional force while ihe Cunstuuent 

[ Assembly was still in session Nehru 
•tnd Patel could well have solved 
many ol our subs(,*<|uent prohlems, 
even if they wuuld have hud to fnco 
the anger of ihe communaMsts 
I whether in the Muslim Usigue or 
the Hindu MahHsahh.i or the Akali 
[)al}. Kilt It was not done. 

Induations that Kajiv Gandhi 
I might have such an idea wore streng* 
' iheneii by the appointment of 
Ashoke Sen as law minister. Surpris* 
I ing as It may seem, before 1%.^ a 
party advocating secession fn>m Ihe 
union of India had ihe full right to 
partu ipate in elections. The l>MK in 
Tamil Nadu, fur instance, did man¬ 
age to win a few seats on such a 
platform 17ie louphole was closed by 
an amendment tc the Cunstituiion in 
196) (in rhe wave of patriulic emo* 
tion that fliMided ilie emmiry uficr 
(hr war with ChmaL urd this amend* 
ment was piloted through the House 
< by none other than Ashoke Sen. who 
* wa> then law minister. On ihut occa* 
Sion. Mr Sen mnnaged to gel support 
from across rhe House' even the 
DMK Iradcr C .N. Annadurai found it 
difficult to argue against it, though 
formally his party abstained frum 
voting, ff the option of conciliation 
fails. Ashoke Sen could be asked to 
bring a similar amendment this time. 
And it would be difficult to see how 
any opposition party could vote 
against this amendment. The Akalis 
would then be relegated to simply 
the management of the gurdwaras— 
(be role, in fact, for which they were 
originally intended. 

Tht other idea which would egual 
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iy finish (he Akehs » » ^olitkal 
force has just been tested upon the 
public through an excellent decoy. 
Bhajan Lai (a man with no reputation 
to lose among the Sikhs and, (here' 
fore, whose state men ts could easily 
be disowned by the Prime Minister). 
This proposes that Punjab be res* 
tured to its original status: (hat is. 
Punjab. Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh be remerged. If that hap¬ 
pened, the Sikhs, instead of being a 
small majority of 52 Mr cent would 
become a minority w about 35 per 
cent and the chances of an Akali 
becoming chief minister of the state 
through an Akali majority in the 
Assembly would be finished. The 
whole battle which the Akalis led in 
the late Fifties and the Sixties for the 
creation of a Sikh-majunty Punjab 
would have been negated by this 
single decision. The irony of course 
would be (bai ihe present Punjab 
had been created by Mrs Gandhi 
within weeks after she took over as 
Prime Minisiei; that Punjab would 
be over within months of her death' 

T he mood, however, ii one of re* 
coaciliotion with the Sikhs and 
the A kalis. One uf the steps which 
could bring an end io the tangle 
would be the restoration of popular 
rule in the state. This is no longer 
juA an option on a compUcaied poli 
ticaJ and social chessboard; it has 
become a compulsion now. The union 
government is convinced that Presi* 
denrs rule in the slate should end 


soon (it is due to expire, unless 
further renewed, in early April). 
Moreover, the army, whkh bas been 
administering what should really be 
a civilian fort since last year has to 
decide how long servicemen can be 
exposed to clvUlan duties. The use of 
the army to quell disturbances is 
often necessary, but the troops can 
not be kept out of the barracks for 
too long. Civilian duty has fallouts 
whkh arv not conducive to the disci¬ 
pline of the army. For the army top 
brass, therefore, restoration of a 
popular rule in ^njab has also be¬ 
come a virtual necessity. 

The Congressil) leaders in ihe 
state have been clamouring (or the 
reversion of power into rheir hands 
for some time now. The party had a 
clear majority when the Derbere 
Singh government was dismissed in 
October m3 but the June 1980 
mandate will expire soon. Holding 
freih a leciioa« in t he state along wii h 
the other state Assemblies is a poli¬ 
tical opHun which is clearly better 
than restoring the Congressfli to 
power before holding the elections. 

The Akali Dal, on its pert, can find 
a way out of the impasse by agreeing 
to take part in the elections. ^«ng in 
a minority in the dismissed govern 
fflent. a number uf Akalis have been 
in favour of holding eleciioni for (he 
last two yeais 

But the question U: will elections he 
held? The hitch ts nut from the side 
of the government, the army or the 
Congresslt). The Akali moderates. 


loo, are not a problem. The niain 
threat remains from the extremists. 

The centre's major problem ts rhai 
[he Akali Dal and Sikh rvhi;iou\ 
Icodera are under arrest (nearly 400 
cases of sedhlnn have been reg¬ 
istered against them). The release of 
the Akali Dal leaders Harchand 
Singh Longowal. Surjit Singh Barra* 
la and Hrakash Singh Badal along 
with theShiromani Curudwaru 
Prabhandhak Committee chief Gur* 
charan Singh Tohra, has become a 
political option whkh the govern* 
ment will have to decide on before 
the elections are held. But even if it 
does decide lu release the leaders, 
the government will still he faced 
with a problem: since sedition Is a 
crinmal offence under the Indian 
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, there Is no provision for 
pulitkil considerations. 

The ’governnient can release the 
four tup leaders to pave the way for 
normalcy. While this may pose admi¬ 
nistrative problems, due to the cri¬ 
minal chaiges against the leaders, 
they can contest eleciiuns ftom jail if 
(hey so wish. George Fernandes con¬ 
tested the 1977 tok Sabha elections 
when he was in jail and won. Com* 
munisi leaders like P. Rxmmurthi 
have contested eleciiuns from jell. If 
elections are held without the re¬ 
lease uf Longowal, Badal, Barnala 
and Tohra, the BIkh leaders can 
certainly be alluwecJ to file their 
nominaiiuns, A prvdommant section 
uf opinion In the government and the 
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mony. Both Hiodus aod Sikhs in 
Puoitb «fe iiuacure; and this 
has to be eradicated. This is not 
^nf to be a simple task. The mutual 
crust between communities will take 
some time to be restored. The news 
papers in ^njab have been regular* 
ly carrying advertisements of people 
tvilling to sell their property in ex* 
change for property in Delhi or 
Haryana. There have been some 
cases of Sikhs living in Panchkula, a 
suburb of Chandigarh which falls In 
Haryana, shifting to Mohtli, also a 
suburb of Chandigarh, which falls in 
Punjab. The government has been 
alarmed at the way Sikh families 
from outside Pun;ab have been mov* 
ing over to the state. One of the first 
tasks undertaken by the government 
of Ra^jv Gandhi has been to summon 
the chief ministers of Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Hajasthan and 
ask the union home minister S. B. 
Chavan to diract (hem to go to Pun¬ 
jab and persuade the Sikh families to 
rettim to their homes in the three 
states. The lieutenant*governor of 
Delhi and the chief executive coun> 
cilJor of the union territory of Delhi 
were aJso involved in this exercise. 

In his first address to the nation 
after the elections. Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi had unequivocally 
assured the Sikhs that they would be 
protected In almost every election 
speech made by him in the last phase 
of the campaign in December, he 
made it a point lo reassure the Sikh 
community about their security. The 
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ruling party seems to favour this 
option. 

The Akali leaders who are held 
only under the NSA. may be released 
before the polls, if (his option is 
accepted by the government Under 
this formula, the acting president of 
the Akali Dal, Surjan Singh 
Thekedar. should be allowed ro meet 
the arreste<l leaders in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh where (hey are 
under detention, and discuss the 
political strategy before the elei* 
cions. Thekedar. before the tok 
Sabha pulls, had been giving the 
impression that he was a hardliner 
But after the election results were 
announced in late Pecemher. he in 
believed to have changed hiv am 
tude. Today, he does not :»ecm intaiiy 
averite to a dialogue with (he govern* 
ment and may even agree to meet the 
four leaders in jail on the eve of the 
polls. 

After the election dates are de* 
elded, a ;irecondition for the elec* 
tions should be the withdrawal of the 
army from Punjab. Polling held jn 
the state while it is under the charge 
of the armed forces may not be 
deemed to be free and fair 

B esides (he Akali Dal and ihe 
Congresslll should not hinder 
(he functioning of any party which 
comes (o power after elections are 
held in the state. If the Akalis win, 
they must not he stopped from taking 
aver the reins of power. If the Con* 
(tress receives the mandate, as it has 


done almnsi all over the country in 
the rei.eni Luk Sahha elections, then 
the Akahs mosi accept the defeat 
gracefully and allow the elected gov* 
ernoieni tn function. If the p«^i(i* 
Clans of Punjab have (he good of the 
people in their hearts, they should 
nui alh»w ihe elect lores in the state to 
be turned into a farce If the demand 
IS foi Ihe resturation of popular rule 
j then the wrdtet uf the electorate has d 
I in he respected. Any disreglKd for' 

I the riinscnsuN wuuld have disastrous 
\ effects. Already the apathy of the 
’ |Militicians of Punjab, who failed to 
; viand up to the threats posed by the 
I extremisiv has made* the state, which 
I was .1 leader m agriculture and in* 

{ dustrv in ihc* countrv. suffer econo* 
micallv. It Jarnail Singh Bhindian* 
wale had him challenged politically, 
ihen Puniab would not have come to 
Its present pitiable state. Instead of 
J countering ex t rem ism pol i t icall y. the 
leaders wanted to reap the rewards 
Ilf such adventurism and the price 
(he country has paid is colossal. Secu* 
lartsRi has never been under such a 
strain in India as It has been ever 
since extremist activity, under reli* 
giuus tutelage, began in Punjab. 

The Punjab tangle is nu longer 
confined to (he Chandigarh problem 
or the river waters dispute. The 
Ar.adpuT Sahib resolution, which has 
been more widelv discussed than 
actually read, is also not a major 
obstruction (o a solution What is 
m(»st iin}M»nant m Punjab today is 
the rebii>ra(ioa of communal hat* 
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Philips have made a 100 lelevisioft 
stAs. so naturally we know wort about what our 
customers want and appreciate in a colour TV. 

For example, every Philips is FULLY 
TROPICAUSED attinst heat and humidity, so Ihat 
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For colour televjsions. a range of 
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with O’ without remote controi. All the 
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famous naiural colour from our equally 
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hi^ brightness lev^ fi^ more contra.^ 

\CR adaptations on all channels. 4 watts 
sound 01 ^. Automatic Fine Tuning for 
sharp pklures. low pow^ consumption. 

Plus superior quality and service that 
comes from being the largk TV manufacturer 
in the world 
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intcJhAenc^ rtp(tfxs, which indicated 
that the Sikhs were mifratma to 
Punjab from other irates were taken 
seriously by the Prime Minister and 
his timely action may go a long way 
in creating an atmosphere which will 
help this sensitive state return to 
normalcy. 

The tragedy of Punjab is that while 
religious bigots played havoc, the 
riots which broke out simulieneously 
in many parts of the country in the 
first week of November, affected 
many poor people. The Sikhs who ere 
settled in places outside Punjab are 
mainly those who migrated to fndie 
when Pakisten was created They do 
not own land or property in Punjab 
and much of what they had created 
out of their sweat and toil was lost in 
Che riots. Today, the same people are 
looking to Punjab as a place where 
(hey can be safe. One does not know 
if they can earn a livelihood there. 
GurudwerascanproviJe shelter for a 
while, but thev cannot become 
permanent refugee camps. In dealing 
with the Punjab crisis, it has to be 
borne in mind that a fluating Sikh 
population can pose a threat if effec¬ 
tive steps are not taken soon to 
rehabilitate them. 

The apathy of the stale machinery 
in the early Hays ot Rajiv Gandhi's 
rule is responsible for the present 
impasse. If the riots in early Novem¬ 
ber had been effectively handled and 
those guilty of indulging in the cod- 
munel orgy booked, then the feeling 
of iniecurity among the Sikhs would 
not have grown. The first positive 
step from the government came on 9 
Jenuery i96f>. when the addirlone! 


commissioner of Deihi police, Ved 
Marwah, rold the press that 1.900 
peopk* had been jrresied for iheir 
rule in the November nuts in the 
capital. 

S hould the Akali Dal be banned? 

Freedom of eipressiun and reli¬ 
gion in this country are subject to the 
Indian people's fundamental com- 
miirnent to secularism. The Akali Dal 
is one party wherv the high priests 
sitting in the Akai Takht at Amritsar 
call the shots. It is a shame that the 
high priests, who owe their existence 
to (he ShiromeniGurudwar^abhan* 
dhak Committee (SGPC) Act. which 
IS a creature of the statute book, 
dared to declare the President of 
India as a t^nkh»iy» (ostracised from 
the Sikh community) after Operation 
Bluestar in June. The President of 
India cannot be brought to ridicule 
by a bunch of religious leaders It is 
true that Giant Zail Singh is a Sikh. 
But he is not the President of Indie 
by virtue of his religion. It is unfor- 
tunate that the President gave undue 
importance lo (he hi^ priests by 
seeking the removal of this order. 
The hi^ priests obliged. But, at what 
cost? Id the (wesence of ihe Presi¬ 
dent. they ridiculed (h« armed forces 
of which he is the sufweme comman¬ 
der. Such acts are certainly not in 
consonance with the mood of secular 
India. 

Giving Chandigarh to Punjab and 
referring the river waters dilute to 
a tribunal are no longer solutions to 
the Punjab crisis, rrime Mlniitar 
Rajiv Gandhi is facing troubla from 
his own partyiDen on Chandigarh. 


Tlie former law mmisier, Jagannath 
KeushaJ. who won the Chandigiirh 
seal for ihe ruling party, lias prom¬ 
ised that Chandigarh would remain a 
union territory end most people in 
Chandigerh went It to retain its pre> 
sent status. But the Congress!!) must 
evolve e neilonal policy on the Chan¬ 
digarh question. Indira Gandhi had 
promised Chandigarh to Punjab. 
However, the stand of Haryana chief 
oiinisteT Bhajan Lai is different. He 
had confused the issues two years 
earlier, by slaking Haryana's claim 
to Chandigarh. Now, when the Prime 
Minister and the three-member 
* cabinet panel comprising S.B. Cha- 
van. K C. Pant and Narasimha Rao 
have been grappling with the Punjab 
problem. Bhajan Lai has suddenly 
dug out nineteenth century revenue 
records to prove that Ahohur and 
Fazilka were part <H Sirsa district 
(now in Haryana). But Punjab may 
not want to give up these two lehsils. 

In the next two months, much of 
the efforts of the new wave govern¬ 
ment of Rajiv Gandhi will have to 
concentrate on Punjab. Thg AlCC 
general secretary, Srikant Verma, 
has rightly poinied out to the Akalis 
(hat the verdict of the 1964 polls has 
been against separatism and, there¬ 
fore, insistence on the Anendpur 
Sab lb resolution will not be in line 
wiih the reas^ive mandate which the 
people ill over the country have 
given laai month. The image of the 
new wave government is good. Its 
performance will be on test in Pun¬ 
jab. to begin with 


•fMMaeftarra. Maw DaM 
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l^jrinrihinrt prr^MiftH pjilnil4mldrllit (ciiMniTfmpIrmMpIr^ 


Wanted: Action Against Extremists 


WhiJe the confidence of ihe resJ of Ihe Sikh.s is restored 


T ht' CongrrxyU and its Wadvr 

Mr Kajiv Ciondhi have been 
returned with a thumpinR 
mandiile The nation of 

hiiltra Gandhi nnd the Punjab im* 
hioRhu whiirh gave new meaning to 
the ruling pariy's 'unity nf the coun- 
try' slogan are two of the factors that 
hove given the party 4(MI seals in the 
right h Lok Sabha. In keeping with 
iliiv the Prune Minister, in his first 
.iildiuNs to the nation, has declared 
Puitjiih lo be the first on the new 
govetniiieni's list of priorities. Ear- 
liin ho had set up u high-powered 
|),iiU'] cioiiprising the home minister 
Mr S U Chavjin. the defence minister 
Mr PV. Ss*rasimha Kao and the 
education minister K.C. Pant Mr 
Pant liud fluted with Punjab fur a 
short period Iasi year when he was 
sent as one ot the many government 
emissaries to Punjab. Mr Rac. of 
course, was activelv involved with 
the problem as the home minister 
and Mr S B. Chavan toduy is being 
briefed on the subject. 


The former Punjab chief minister 
Mr Oarbara Smgh and the agrkiih 
ture minister Mr Buta Singh are eery 
aclively involved with the Prime 
Minister in resolving the tangle and 
have become almost daily visitors to 
his residence 

Mr Kajiv Gandhi has come out 
strongly against the Anandpur Sahib 
resolution in interviews and in his 
addre.vsto the nation. He has made it 
clear that this will not be taken as a 
precondition for any settlement as 
the government is positive ibat 
separatism will not be tolerated. The 
unity nf the country, as Mr (lundhi 
asserted, is paramount. But in saying 
so he has nut said anything new. 
although must political pundits in 
the press and outside are hailing his 
words as if they had not heard these 
jvseriions before. This is exactly 
whai hib mother had been saying for 
over a year before her death. Mrs 
Indira Gandhi had made U clear that 
while discussion on the other pend* 
ing demands of the Akali Dal could 


he initialed, ihe governmcni would 
not compromise on the A mind pur 
Sahib resoluiion at all. 

Mr Rajiv Gandhi while equally 
categorical ahoiit ihe resolution, has 
not made his mind known un the 
other pending demands of the Akali 
Dai, namely the river waters issue, 
the demand for transferring Chandi¬ 
garh to Punjab and the religious 
demands of the Akali Dal that Mrs 
Gandhi had accepted but not im¬ 
plemented. Will he continue pander¬ 
ing 10 religiosity or will he make a 
clean break? Will ha begin negorid* 
turns and if so, with whom? Or will he 
announce a unilaiera) decision and 
clamp down on the Akali Dul as an 
organisation? There is no doubt That 
in resolving the Punjab tangle, or at 
least in attempting to solve it. the 
yr)ung Prime Minister ran very easily 
make his first political and, in all 
probability, very costly blunder, 

Mr Rajiv Gandhi in the past has 
always appeared very confused ab* 
out the l^njab issue. He had never 
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be moie oonitnicrive steps Thnn tbv 
forniATion ol the penel. Amitn^ 
these iitepi ere the decJ^rntinn (»f 
the ec^eptance of (he Sikh <iv' 
Bands which the uaverDmertt 
knows are (leiHune and legitimoKv 

Q: Why ii the Akeh 0.*} sit «»/a 
manr about the acceprunce of thr 
AA$ndpw Sahib reiu/unr>i]> 

A; l^e Anandpur Salnh resolu 
tiiM) is beiDA mtfinterprcicJ. lJ>e 
reioJulion stands for mt»rc pownr to 
the fiatei end for e icdei J Mntc> 
ture. The auverriment Ahonid tiut 
feel hesitant to jli jusr he can h* rhe 
iWfflt of ihe rvsolutmn suns with 
Anandpur Sahib, ime u1 the holv 
places of the Sikhs. 

Q: Can rhe Aka/x Daf vraix (he 
raiks now? 

A: 1 do not think so. There is no 
queuioo of the Akali Da] startinK 
any neiotiatiens. Only the leaders 
In jiiJ can deliver the So. 

they have tn be released first. 


Panel Does Not Mean Anything’ 

SoidorSur^ Singh Thei^or, convenor 0/ the 
ad i)oc committee 0/the Akali Da2 toJd suNi)A> 

Q ; C»m normtJcf return to 
Fuojob? 

A: Normaky cm retm if the 
Sererpasant aeea tbiiiCs in the right 
parapcctive. The Akali leaden now 
m jail have to be released. So have 
the Akali workers and the other 
people arrested dtoicik the last one 
year or so. The canrra then has lo 
declare the acceptance of the joac 
and legirimate denands of the 
Stkha and proyide constlMtlonal 
Auaraniees for the safety end the 
security of their bves and property 
The Akali Dal U not a secession 
iff or a separatist party. It does not 
brieve in violent methods of axita* 
naa. 1 can mjt that ibe Akeli M Is 
more puinotic than even the rvling 
party. 

< 7 . Wifi I be conMftcxtron of the 
poft*i by tbe i*n;te Nioiscer hring 
an and to the Puttjob problem? 

A; So much sulferuig has been 
ialUcted on the Sikhs tiui the con- 
stitDiieo of ^ panel does not nuin 
aoithiag. 1 think there can surely 
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been able to come to gnps with the 
problem and after his damaging cer* 
tificate (u Rhindranwale as a “rail* 
gious leader" in April last, he kept 
very much out of the scene as far as 
this state was concerned. Earlier he 
had blundered in trying to oust Dar- 
baia Singh as the chief minister by 
supporting his close friend at that 
lime. Mr Amarender Singh. Mr 
Amarendei Singh had with the fuU 
blessings of Mr Rajiv Gandhi worked 
lu deviabili^e the Darbare govern* 
meiu in Punjab, creating more confu¬ 
sion Than even the centre could 
handle. 

But that is the past and very likely 
Mr Rq|jv Gandhi has learnt from his 
mi^iiakes One mditaimn of this is 
that Mr Darbura Singh is amongst 
those now advising hint on Punjab. 
Bui the Punjab scenarin is not very 
eiuouragmg fnr a fruitful settlement 
' at pitNeiit. The live high priests have 
iM'ioine the spokunmen for the Sikh 
eMivini>«is The socallad moderate 
leaders ore m jail. This raises the 
qucstMiii to whom the government 
Will ricgiiiiaic w]th Prakash Singh 
H.iiIjI V nines to mmd as the most 
model rite leader but even he had 
been coTtip«dleJ to succumb to press¬ 
ures when ill Delhi he set fire to e 
copy of Article 2$ of the Indian 
CimsrirniM>n The army is deployed 
in the ^tau> in f«dl Mrengihand mthe 
wake ol t)|H'ration Bluesiar and (he 
attacks on innocent Sikhs following 
Mrs f land Ill's a^siissination most of 
. this communiiv has become alien* 
I .(led. They have to he wun over and 
thin enn only be done by assuring 
I them. Ill action and not just in words, 
that iliov are not second dess 
cituens in the eyes of the govern¬ 
ment 

Thu real prohlem in Punjab Is not 
the acceptance of the demands. The 
government can very easily make a 
uni I at oral anno uncement and then 
ensure that there are no reprisaU by 
keeping the army posted in th<! state. 
Or it can restore popular rule with 
the Akab [>al as a co-partner and 
keep Its fingers crossed hoping for 
the best. It can even ban the Akali 
Dal as a politico-religious organisa¬ 
tion. 1'here is a choice of several 
short term alternatives and It is for 
the Prime Minister and his col¬ 
leagues to determine what they feel 
is the best for Punjab and for the 
country in the present circumst¬ 
ances 

But nothing will succeed in the 
long run without a concerted aneck 
on coramunalism and fundamental- 
iim Mr Rajiv Gandhi in hU speech 
has underlined the importance of 
secularism and one can only hope 
(hat he means this It la very eaiy m 


this country to speak of secularism 
and pander heavily at ihe same time 
to communal ism. The Cotigresffl) 
has done this in the past and in feci is 
guilty of it in it« campaign for the 
recent eJectionv In Amcthi. which is 
the Prime Minister'^ cunstiluency. 
this correspondent heard anti-Rikh 
slogans directed at Menaka (aundhi 
Iteing raised by Congiessflj workers 
in all parts of the lonMiiiiency, In 
Nainilal the ConKtesMli workers 
made it clear that the unity of the 
country was correlated to Hinduism. 
This was because the rival candidate, 
namely. Akbar Ahmed had captured 
the Muslim and Sikh votes to tome 
eKTenc and the CongrevVIl was un¬ 
ashamedly appealing to the majority 
community to unitedly return its 
candidate to the Lok Sabha 
Today while eulogising the new 
chapter that has opened in Indian 
history the politicians and the jour¬ 
nalists have chosen to forget the 
worst post partiiion riots (hat shook 
this couooy. The Prime Minister, 
while muring the Sikns that their 
life and propetty were secure, did 
not assure them ihet a judicial en¬ 


quiry would lie held 10 look into the 
carnage that look countless livos in 
the uiuniry's capital ami (he ric'igli- 
bouring states. Action ugain^ii parties 
like The Akah Dal which mu religion 
w'clh politics IS King overdue hiii 00 
government con take such .m iicticui 
in isolation Ii has to have: die umii 
dence of the communiit vonceioed 
with ii and for (.n. ihe govrriimeni 
now hav 10 lake ilu' iietessoiv mi-o- 
sures. The Sikh extremisis iniisi not 
only be Isolated but should be dealt 
vviili ruthlessly while ihe confidence 
of the rest of the comniunitv is res- 
tured in the governmenr 
Only a truly secular governmeni 
can attack fundameuialism and 
stamp out commuHcthsm with cortfi- I 
dence. For this the government and 
Its functionaries shojld not be seen 
by the people to be pandering to any 
One coRtmun'ty. Mr Rajiv Caudhi had 
spoken nf ik\. lUnxm; only the future 
will tell if he is capable of and really 
inclined to follow his words with 
concrete action or whether he is 
merely paying Up service to a con¬ 
cept he does not fully understand 

Aeem# NtnetaSa. MewIMW 
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Destination: Punjab 


j lie Aikulis I’n/nrrti <f ir/rjrsfrrof SlUi fxipulolJoii from ofhfT parts onii<M:oualrv 



(hr Sjkhs durinj; the Lok 
Siihlij eleciiorus The ftimiiy mem- 
tn'iN «%rre fold bv Sikh leaders that it 
vkjs uselriksening back to their hume; 
It would do them Kood they ini* 
fti.ilrd in Punjab 

M.ihimier's family had been to the 
tuililvn Temple oikv on a pilgrimage 
.•ml nniuijlly (he first place in Hun 
j.ib Mhieh came in their mmds was 
Ainiits.ir TildaV, MahindeiH is one 
o| the lOOlamiiies which have taken 
refutte in the tiuiu Kam Das >iwas, 
The tinkle ol refugees from Delhi, 
Kanpur, imrtv of Himashal Pradesh 
and Rihiij which started in the first 
iv«>rk ol Nnvember 19 K 4 . grew la a 
JIihhI us ihe lu»k Saliha electiuns 
appiiMclit'd According to conserva* 
lise esiinutes put forward by the 
Punjab stale eovemmeni officers tn 
C'haiidigaih. around r»,(MM>Sikh fami¬ 
lies h.ive 4 ome (o Punjab since the 
Sovember riots 

But ask JMv Sikh cunnected with 
the relief and rehabiJilatiun of rhe 
Sikh refugees in the 13 centres set up 


IB (he state and the reply is: une lakh 
lu one and-a-half lakh Sikh families 
have migrated to Punjab. This may 
be an exaggeration, foi white travell¬ 
ing from Chandigarh iu Jiillundur 
and Amritsar via Ropar and 
Ludhiana, where the families have 
settled down, one arrives at a figure 
somewhere around .W,orK}. 

Thr SOPC i> sparing no luiins lo 
help the refugee families In fact, its 
youth wing and volMnivei'>< are even 
encouraging them ro stay on. The 
methods adopted arc subilo. While 
(here is no dearth of as *staiive to the 
refugees—wheihei in ihe torm of 
money or materials—the leaders 
have mounted a campaign to tell the 
refugees (hat there is no security for 
Sikhs anywhere In the country. 


• f.'rif/l rht* <<7i(ra/ govern men r 
tissfirc' tlw Sfkh'- w/m have hit (heir 
home'' 10 orhc'i parrs »l Indio Mioiri<> 
to Piiniah. (he i trover's wiU iio( sr«|> 
imniii^ hell' Aeilhri' w(/f thv* fio 
I'.iik " 

(f/.jio ,Vahjh Singh, oik ol ihv 
head prir'.sfs <>1 thr (liiUlt-ii Trnt 
ph or yirrirr/sai 

N o IV rec n ye a i c* I d M a h i ndiT 
K.oii horned oprhi si.ursio 
hi r ir •he tauo ILirn 

IMS Mnvas, uiitsuU* (he lem 
pit* <uniph’X M.ihindei had ainvcil 
in tilt (i«»iilen IvnipU with iie< pa 
M fits .uul hci lwi> br<»thcis oi ihe 

beginiMMu or Niurrnf>er Mei 

liiisb.inri Mikhbir, (o whuni she hail 
beer iiko ud lo SepleiiilN i 
Ii,uf hei r killed ii> the rirls ui Delhi 
lollowifig Inihra (Miulhrs «iss«issMia> 
Huh TIk r.innlv had taken lefuge in 
.1 v.oiudwMia III Delhi and had almost 
th^iiileU go b,u k lo their home in 
MaWiini Taulase iteai I'alaiii viU.ige 
ill New Delhi, when they heard that 
I here umild be bfoioly ii*|iris«il» 


Sikh I'tfruaTvs in u gwrudu ura tn I udhtanw 
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mor« kMn to give information about 
the Sikh refugees than (bey could 
themselvei. Said one of them: **You 
must write chat migrants do not want 
to go back to their homes.” he 
warned, **AII of them want to settle 
in Punjab and we well do everything 
to rehabilitate them ” 

This correspondent spoke to Dar* 
shan Kaur, an elderly lady who has 
been living in Gurudwara Diwan 
Sathan for the last month or so. Her 
home was in Patnasaheh, near the 
gurudwara and she had left Patna 
because, as she confided, ”1 was very 
scared. During the riots w« were not 
harmed' In fan, we suffered no los- 
our business was intact. T came 
here because 1 have relatives in this 
town (Jullundur). Every .Sikh I knew 
told rne that the murders would start 
taking place during the Ixik Sabha 
election** But nothing happened.” 
Would she go back, we asked her. 
Before Darshan Kaur could reply, an 
elderly Sikh gentleman, who had 
arrived from the trans*Jamuna col' 
ony in Delhi, shot back at us: “How 
can she gn hack^ For chat matter how 
can all of us g<i hack? The Congres* 
s( I) Is wait ing with knives, sticks end 
bombs for u«,” Darshan Kaur had no 
answer. 

The SCPC has grand plans for the 
rehabilitation of the Sikh refugees 
According tu a senior intelllKence 
oificer in Chandigarh, looking after 
Punjab affairs, there are plans tu 
collect Rs U crores for the refugce>. 
And he was Quite confident that the 
amount would dellnirely be cul 
lected. 

The relief centres set up by the 
SGPC have till now provided assist 
ance to over 1.800 families in Amrit 
sar. In Ludhiana, over $.460 families 
have been given money and help to 
settle down. Already plans are 
underway to construct 100 shops and 
two multistoried housing complexes 
on land owned by the SGPC in Amrit 
sar. Perhaps the most ambitious 
scheme has been formulated at 
Mohali near Chandigarh There an 
industrial training institute, where 
various technical trades would be 
taught, will be set up. 

Sardar Bhan Singh, secretary of 
the SGPC. in charge of the relief and 
rehabilitation programme said: ”We 
are trying our best to provide relief 
to the refugees. They have suffered a 
lot. Anyone who comes to the Golden 
Temple and asks for refuge is never 
refused. So. when the widows and the 
families came here, we a^ed them to 
stay on.” Over 200 widows and their 
dependants have been given Rs 1.000 
each. In addition, free clothing, oed- 
ding and rations are provided. The 
children have been admitted in five 
college' 4nd 10 Khools run by the 


«Mei^ All Sikhs Have 


Kaur.eX'^KfPoruf of 

lefrree Alcah Dnl. (old bi'viMv 


RglMrrKaor 


O ; Can the Punjab problrm be A. Do vou know what the ^ikhs 
Mifved? feel todny^ The SikUh are under the 

A: Tb« Put>|ab problem has hwu Impression thuc ihu Kovecrmoni 
exploited by th« Congresstii bastold itwm to gel uui m| Indio. No 

Although Mrs GunJhi could noi (»nv has been errcMiTil yvi loi the 

exploit II, her has. Ii is ih« killings iX Sikhs in ihe riois follow* 

Congressfli which killed thv Sikhs mg Indira GiJBdhrK (Icnth. 

in Otlhi and other peris of India. As for thu com pen sail on given Iw 
Thv situation Is <|uite cense mm the government, ii iN nut 1 1 In p. What 
and no on«—neltbei Hindus nor ran inyorsc tiioe^ davs «J(» with Rk 
S ikhS'^feeH >af« in Punjab. 104NJU. \ Sikhcanma nh»v>; around 

p. Box the prime ,Mxiu*ror hj< safely und every whmv hr 1 on kvd 
appmrrrec/ .* peoef xo /r«k into the down upon a imioi 41111 kiil«r oi 
Punjab pjobfem. Ifiudus. Menediv ,ill Sikhs hove 

A: The panel cannot cmcevd. become sutironiisu 
Hnw can it succeed when ih^ per 0 , f/ou rnn** bt' /vtici' 

4 «uis in'it are giHity Ilf Letting the A. TlH*r(* can he ji.t.o it ihv 

problem alivcrV I will give you an govoriinicnr wjiii Hue 11 worn.'the 
example. I wa^ si^pcrs^ in lead a government dm s n><i niinl 
pallia to liberate the Ckilden Tern* peace., inn* cm sikh< arc killed 
pto.tmn army rccopaiioti or 16 almo«t wuvday >n take tniiHintor 
July 19S4 Oo the iMrning <U 15 c...The ten <11111 can be lessened if 
Jdty, the tiny gtmcral came Utt~ the eeniur Akali ivadt rs are ro* 
for 9 me^tini with us «he laaaed from jail. 

Akmlt leadership! the army Q: Should not the Akaii l>j} hjve 
.wpntediMtogiveupiheideanf the <fi»o«med dhiitdtetwuh^ 

thb talks with them had A; They could nut and should not 
hemd. oemplction end wr had have dWowptd Bhindranwate. He 
wurked.ow P^ae sort id comprom* wax after all an Akali. like all SiUvt 
when K.C Pant came tu Amrit- ue. Howes^ir. he could b« checked 
■u* whb exp v ew orders fitxn the but no One could check him. Yon 
>c^7igre ;c brottk down the nuka. It is kiuuv, ^ trauedy of Bhindranvrale 
Ay.peuohal loalitiB ihet Mrs Gan* was he did no| knoi^ he had 
dip mu iftiiUd by tbe,,pftdiile B«en HKup by thai^ogroasdl-He 
dreiHid''fapr ww« Hm wantod to yte ^ood hf the QoagwaatH whieh 
ton ^peebloaft ainc. . . Mk'togi up aa ■ lymbo) <d 
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SGFC and are being given free 
e<<u;:«iri<)n. Mon able-bodied men in 
Amriistji' .ire being given jobb by 
Sikh llldu^»r;al1sts. 

With ,ill these lacilitiei^, it is natu¬ 
ral r'nr the Sikh refugees noi to warn 
to b.ivk. And the reasons being 
qivi'ii h> ihc refuKecs vary. “There is 
iiM s«<ijn(v anywhere. Huw can I go 
haik I in me when t have lost every 
iJirnu''* iiskvJ (lurmeet Singh from 
Kutifiiit. .S.iid Jsjieh Singh, owner 
<U')vi of (III diitonckihaw iDKA 
4ilki> fioir Sabri M.inUi in Delhi: 

Wi' ruji’i trust anyone. We don’t 
w.iiii ti> Miiv outMde Punjab. If ihe 
ii'inie iv«i\ insiigaring rhe r/ois can 
Hu Sjkfis ever stay m peace’* 

ihiiineel Smgh and Pareh 


I Singh are living uff the large&$of the 
» Serc. Yei both like numt'i'ous other 
I Sikh families have one or ocher fami 
I ly member^ at thoir homes in Kan- 
I pur. Caliutia, Bhopal. Patna. Ranchi 
I anJ oihei places. Wo asked I'areh 
! Singh, originally trutn Calcutta's l/t 
Shibnarayaii Das Lane, whether he 
would ever gn hack to his wile, 
children and brothers in C’jlcuria 
“Ilow cal) I?" he askvd “I am sure to 
he attacked on the way." When we 
assured him that Ihe davsof madness 
when Sikhs wen* puki-d out a*id 
killed were ovi^r, he evaded oor repr* 
and added “Don't wtory. though 
nnihing hapfiened in Calcutta. 1 have 
written m mv family to sell ihe house 
and tome and settle d«rwn in Punjab 


The ^^Martyr” of Maloya 


D .ii< /K Dfcemlier 1914 PJfte«: 

M,iJ'<v.*i eillaKo, about lf» km 
irM'ji Cli. inligarh. It tv nearing noon 
. .ki.d I 111 CDbO strong cnngregetlun 

k,arli«ivU m Che middle uf the vil* 
la<*c IS waiting in fiom of e haxiiJy 
«isi tvii diiiN. They have gathered in 
MuJihu. the native village of Bearn 
r Mngh. one of rhe asaasslin of Indira 
fnindhi. ni i.ike part in the BhugU 

I ... fur a dead mam 

K leriiimv id the dend assassin. 

(In the diiis II Beam Singh's 
iviil'ov. Kimai Kaur Khalsa, Beside 
liiM (ire .1 Jrian personsr among 
iijiKin .01' Three sernor Akali lead- 
»>> ihi' .Shiiomeni (oirdwera Pni- 
bjndhok t'oinmirtec's octiitg presi- 
ik>ni Piein Singh ].a!pura. an Akali 
U.ii Ukislnior, BeriOt Smgh Xhalsa 
.lod :ui v\ MLA. Bachiiiar Siiigh. 
On Hie rnsdikm is alio a Jifvsiae 
jn'iirdii id Heant Singh. 

th( ' c rt’Miony Mari» with recka* 
ns limn the Guru Oramh SetaRi 
.lint othei Sikh sAipturea. Sorni 
arii r, the Knimr Akali Del jetbe 
< Inef. Sant Ajii Singh riees to 
spi -ik Without healing around, the 
Siiiii c'lmiov to the point. He de* 
Brant Singh as e martyr 
-viui the emire SiAh community 
Mioulii omul ate. He calk upon the 
Siklt VHuih to (dlnw the example 
'*thi: brave and courageous 
M.r. Ill The Sikh community, leant 
SioKii *' sacs the Sant, “had done a 
i;rr..! .1 e to 1 ndU by ge ttmg nd 

cki Ills' LurmuiUur of the S&hi;“tbiia 
hi deserved io be premed, .re- 
^pvLU•d uiid revered. 

The nthrr Akali Weden, along 
with half a-diiaen other leadevc d^ 
livor hkddy provucgiiee tpe^^. 
At ^e eod of the ceremeny, m if 
the loaders riees Ind asAta- Ow 


greeaiion to dotuiiv munev for the 
Widow and il<r vhildren u( the 
“martyr " AlmoM evervune donatof^ 
monev and when the amouiit coJ> 
Ivi ted is total k‘d. n i< fuund to be 
around Kc 2H.0O11 The rapbey |is 
given to the widow. Boinrv diapers« 
log. the leedvrv prorniw that sitni 
lar vi>n|{rc'gatiuns m ibe rseeiorv of 
Beent bingh wuuld he held ihmiigh 
nut Punjab Though a criminal case 
w»« retiMervd in the unton terri 
inry of ChunJigath against those 
who delivvrred the speeches, the 
Duthoriticn did not take actnm im* 
mediately The int(:lligriiL*« and 
poliie authoiitiev were* in a tiuan- 
dar>’ wliethur lu w rest the guilty or 
1101 In feci, on S .tanuiry l^S. ' 
sennw intelligeoce officials worv ' 
wondering If the arrest of the Akali 
leaders would bnng tb« Punjab j 
crisis 10 the boil again. With the j 
bulk of the Punjah Akali leadership | 
in jail, the thinking of ths> lop • 
officers was not wholly misplaced. ' 
However, the Akali leaders were 

arreeced OA 7 January. 

✓ 

According (o a very highly placed . 
ioteUigtitce ofli&ir w^ did not * 
wish to l>e Mm«d.*'The Akali Dal . 
leadership dees nut realise what < 
misery and patn the Ualoya inct- ’ 
dene MD bring lo the entire | 
conmtmhy Kieing outside Punjab. “ j 
Already, the coumry has witnessed 
what happened after lodirg Gao 
dhi's asaaasiiwilon and loch inch 
de&tt ffUght start (he eyeW once 
wgesfl. Perhaps, the Akati lead* 
erskip has not leanu anc% a 
similar gacherjag was cEgaosed at 
Sohm TnlUg* U Ropap dteHdtod 
€ JanaaiylSfe. 


I 


This is the only safe place for us.” 

More and more Sikhs are reaching 
Punjab every day. although the num* 
ber has decreased considerably. This 
correspondent asked a number of 
refugees in the Golden Temple 
whether they had come on their own 
volition or on the advice of some 
people A story doing ihe rounds m 
Chandigarh rnemiuns chat a large 
number of letters hove gone out from 
the Golden Temple to the gurudwar 
as around the country asking the 
members of the i<> migrate tu 

Punial) .^aid an inieJhgence ufficer. 
who did not wish to be named: “1 
have myself seen 70 ur 80 such 
ksierv. Most ol them du mil have 
pioper addffssi'S. Cummon Sikh 
name , like Surjeet Singh, are pick* 
i'(l. Jn ihe Gulden 1 1 mple, they have 
«i list of nearly all ihe gorudwarns in 
the country. Suppose they were lu 
send a leitvi addressed tu Surjeet 
Singh ol Ihe Gurudvara Bongla 
S*diib in Delhi, some Surjeet Singh of 
Delhi would receive H And. after the 
NovvoiIm.*! nuts, a Sikh is ruady m 
behove anything If he receives an 
advice in migrate to Punjah. .Surjeer 
Singh mosi cerramly wj|},“ 

However, when (•i.rni SahihKingh, 
one of the high priests nf ihe Guidon 
Temple was asked if any such let lurk 
hud been sent out troin the Temple, 
he evaded ihe ifucstion. He ihen 
said; “The government is lusponslblu 
for what happened tu the Sikh^s. The 
people huve no other place than rhe 
gurtidwares in Puniab to go tu." 

Nevertheless, some Sikh families 
have gone luck tu thuir homes Char- 
aiijeel Kuur from Delhi, now in the 
Kalgidhar Gurudwara in Ludhiana 
said her husband had to go back to 
bis job in the minmrv of labour in 
Delhi. She said “My husband is a 
Jerk and he had to jum his duties. 
Bui he will come back tv Punjab. He 
has uniy gone to arrange his transfer 
from fvihi." Charanjeet Kaur's is 
the only mstaiice of a family going 
bock that this currespundeni came 
across. Some families, more re¬ 
sourceful than the others, have set 
tied down m rented houses or have 
bought property in Chandigarh and 
Ludhiana, Estate agents in Chandi* 
gaih have been doing good business, 
in fact, land prices in and around the 
'city beautiful* as Chandigarh is 
known, have more than doubled. 

A n uneasy calm prevails in Puii' 
jab. Shops down their shutters 
after sundown, cinema halls stop 
functioning after the evening show 
and almost everyone warns that it is 
not safe to travel on the highway 
after it it dark. The Sikh lenders 
themselves si^ preciuui little to ease 
the tension, 't'he tension inowballs, 


a 
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The l»wr Iflsldf KHJcWh«r Ciurod»tr« to l.ndhtons 


fed on runuuri spread by vested 
Interesrs nnd the migrants are those 
who are affuaed the most. With 
nuthin^ much to do, ihev faed each 
other with uxaguerated versions of 
the Nuvemhei riois. Ourpreet bingh 
of Kanpur, now hvmg in the Diwan 
SaihanCuriiwara in JullunduiS Cen¬ 
tral Town. Kuid that he had heard of a 
rwo-momh old Sikh bobv who had 
been roasted alive on a gas stove. In 
Julluiidor another story was doing 
the rounds, A Sikh lady from Delhi 
said that she herself had seen three 
Sikh children being tied togerher 
with a piece of tyre and that some 
white chemical was thrown on them 
which caused a fire killing them 
instanilv 

The SCPC Relit'f Committee and 
other volunteer organisations are 
only too eager to brainwash these 
helpless migrants. When we were 
asking questions to the Sikh refugees 
a few of the SGPC volunteers 
gathered together a few of (he mig¬ 
rants and shouted angrily; '^Raj ksre- 
ga Khaisa. Akee rahe na koi (The 
Sikhs will rule and no enemy will 
exist).*' As for (h'- Sikh leaders most 
of them parrot the same lines. Rajin* 
der Kaur. the daughter of the legen¬ 
dary Master Tara Singh and the 
president of the Istree Akali Dai 
said. “The release of the senior Sikh 
leaders can only lessen the tension. 
That and the withdrawal of the army 
at the eailiest," 

The Sikh refugees are often mis¬ 
guided by pulitkiaos and the Sikh 
youth activists when approached for 
advice and guidance. History is used 
by them to change their views. Guz* 
nam Singh Tir. a lawyer and a sanior 
adviser lo the Akali Dal. gava an 
example. He said: *'We have been 
treated as criminals and it is all due 


to the one family Kashmiri Brahmin 
jule. Out of Ul persons who were 
hanged during the independence 
movement, $3 were Sikhs Out of 
2 .6^ whose property was confiS' 
caied during ihv struggle againsi the 
British. 2,000 were Sikhs. Out of 
1302 persons killed during the Jal* 
lianwala Bagh massacre. 79S vvere 
Sikhs, flow can we expect jusiice 
from a governmeni which does not 
recognise these figuros?** 

The scenario in Amriisar and other 
peru of Punjab reminds one of the 
pre-pariitiun davs of 1947. Today 
> (here are no end to rumours as there 
vrerein 1947. Keminds l^eunard Mos¬ 
ley in his The L^sl Days of the British 
Raj. that Amritsar was made up of 
“only narrow streets where gossip, 
rumour and alarm can spread like 
fire among dry kindling wood.** Mig 
rams m relief camps in Amritsar and 
Ludhiana had been given a dose of 
such gossip They said they had been 
informed by political workers and 
responsible SGPC members to reach 
Punjab before 22 December 1964 
because on ihat day a large scale 
massacre of Sikhs ouiside Punjab 
would start. Strangely, tbe date was 
extended to 24 December and later 
to 13 January 196S. Ponunately. in¬ 
telligence sources were well aware of 
what was happening or going to hap¬ 
pen and accordingly inok measures 
Why are the Sikhs and the Akali 
Dal. in particular, so inieot on en 
couraging this migrartnn^ In March 
1947. the Muslim League had started 
advising the Muslims in India to 
move over to Pakistan. When the 
League realised that very few of the 
Muslims were interested in leaving 
their native villages, the leadership 
hired goondas to organise an(j*$Uih 
and anti-Hindu note in (he area 


Three months later the Sikhs orga¬ 
nised their own killer vquads which 
roamed about the country side 
wreaking vengeance. Is the Akali Dal 
imerested in xeeing a 1947 (ype of 
situation in this country again? 

Though the refugees have been 
received with open arms find are 
being given all help nuw, the migra- 
ilon IS sure tu have itv rvpercus»lnns 
As Gurniim Smgh Tir confided, “Pun¬ 
jab Ih not in a position to rehabilitate 
the refugees. The SIkhH nr the SGPC 
do mil possess the resources to take 
care of the thousands of people who 
havp come “ And (He rumhiings of 
discontent have alreadv started. 
'Land prices have >lmi up m Amrit¬ 
sar Jobs which could be lakcn up by 
the people here have heeo given to 
the refugees. We have given enough 
in (he form of mcocy and helii," said 
a Sikh shopkeeper. Harbhauin bingh, 
who owns a shop on die outskirts of 
Amriicar 

If some Sikhs of Punjab are resent¬ 
ing tbe migration from the rest of the 
country, the Hindus who have not 
been affected by the aftermath of the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi, are 
keeping quiet But it is a very decep¬ 
tive calm. As Ram Kumar Sharma, 
owner of a leashop just outside the 
city limits of Ludhiana put it; "What 
(he Sikhs received in Delhi after the 
assassination nf our Prime Minister 
was only a slap. Thi'i time, if they 
start anything in Punjab against the 
Hindus, (hey will reveive something 
more.*' This iKlUgerent mood of the 
Sikhs as well as the Hindus does not 
augur well. If the guvemmem does 
nut take timely action, Punjab can 
well be in flames in a few months. 
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Should Communal Parties 
Be Banned? 


Some eminent personaiities answer 




ArJjM Maib 

Air Chi«l Marihal (Ketdi ArjAO 
Sln|h: Communal parties should be 
dibCcurdavd (u function. I think they 
have no place in our Coiistituiion. 

Dr Karan Sinfth: It is very difficult to 
say which parry is communal. 
Accord ing to our Constitution every 
one has the ri^ht to form a party. No 
party should be banned. 

Rtt^hwvir Sahui, eminent Hindi jour 
nalist and literary figure who’ won 
the Sahirya Akademi award this 
year: I can only say that there should 
not be any communal party. But. if 
communal parties exist, one has to 
determine the intention of chose who 
want the ban on communal parties. 

V.P. Bhutia, Pdiior. Or^nniser I am 
.tgainvi unv lion on any political 
iwtiy 

Amrilii Pritam: How ran one decide 
winch party is commiinarr Bui, reh* 
gion and politics should be sepa 
rated. If some parties are based on 
religion, they should pluy a clean 
game of politics. 

Shabtfia Asmi; All communal paruee 
ahould be banned. 









Shabana AxmI 



Ra^aRal 




•*»S 


AarhaPHiaK 




Karan Slnah 

Saeed Akhtar Mina, noted film* 
maker: 1 think ail parties are com* 
munaJ: all of them should be banned. 

Rej ICrishcia, economist and former 
member of Planning Commission: 
We should not ban communal par* 
ties: they are parts of uur puUtical 
structure. Large sections of the indl* 
an society find their collective identi* 
ty in terms of their religion, In out* 
lawing communal parties, you are 
outlawing most of It^lan society. The 
recent elections have shown that the 
Congress party is also a communal 
party.would not say ihe entire par* 
tv. but large sections of it. Thus, it 
would alsu bave to be banned. All 
communal, tribal, linguist, religious 
parties should co-exist in the Indian 
orchestra and settle their differences 
by political horsetrading, it is unfair 
for one communal party to ban other 
communal panies. The ruling parry 
has alliances with communal forces 
in Maharashtra and Kerala. 

Raighu Rai, photographer; Any party 
which evokes communal feelings 
should be banned. Unfortunately, 
aome parties are communal by naise 
and others are cocnmunil, whbouc 
their name being to. So what doee 
one do about those? 


suua*t 
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Assam: Solution Ahead? 


The mooti in the AASU camp is one 0/ reconciliation 


A ssam agifationist« haw 
cume a lone way si»cr (hi* 
heady days of 1979 co 1 SK 2 . 
when iheir fiat ran supreme 
in the state. The movement fur ihe 
removal of foreign, nationals from 
Assam and the need to i.lean<ie the 
electoral rolls was emhusiatkally 
supported by the people in the stare- 
Throughout the country too. there 
was widespread sympathy foi the All 
Assam Students Umun (AASC) und 
the yuung student Jender>hip whwh 
claimed to lead a ^acefuU nun 
violent agitation un the lines of 
Mahatma Gandhi. However, with 
time one heard loss and lesv of 
Mahatma Gandhi and the mrivemorK 
strayed front its original path. The 
Nellie massacre rang a deaihkriell to 
the professed non violent prvtcn* 
sions of the ugitatumistv The inter 
nil schism in the AASL' leuJinc to 
the expulsion of Muslim students led 
by the AASU vice-president Surul 


Muswin she*l it of its secular garb. 
I he Muslim students led by Hus.sain 
aciu'>«d the AASU executive of 
adoptuip an autfessiveJy Hindu post* 
me At the same time differunces 
within ihc AASU and the AAGSH 
have been ''leadily surfacing leading 
lu ifie expulsion ot Atiil Burn of the 
PLP from hiH pose as convenor of the 
AAGSP 

Rivrft as u js hy inierruil differ* 
ences, ths mot^emeni also has. since 
tehruarv t9Hi, tu contend with chief 
minister ihir«war Saikia wliu has 
lievii working h^ind ihe scenes to 
wi’411 a wav thv suppitfi base of the 
agiiaiionisis. In upper Assam from 
where Mr baikia hails, thv move* 
meiii. at present, vxists mure or less 
in ngmv. vxcepi among sections of 
I Ik* ujtiK'r sasies. Saikia has shrewdiv 
miinaged lo convince the tnropis* 
there that the agiiatinii dominated as 
It Is bv caste Hold us has IillJe to offer 
the A hums. Long before thv numer 


uu>* calls for hafuibs and lK>vcot(s of 
the mmisirrs and visiting digrurarie^ 
from Ns'W Delhi became mearuiiglcs^ 
in Lower Assam, they wore ignored 
in the Sibsagar and Dihrugarh (Its* 
fruts. 

The chief minister's principal 
achieve men I has lH*er to prove 10 the 
people of Assam that lie is us cv^mmit* 
led tn the interests uf thv state and 
Its people as the must ardent AASU 
supporter He has repearedly empha* 
sised that patriotism and well being 
of thv stale WAS nut lust the prvroga' 
tive of the AAlsU and ih«> AACSR. 
Lven AASU sympulhisvrs grudgingly 
admit that Mi Saikia has been able to 
bring m a lot uf money from the 
cvnirc' lu the state and that, consider* 
mg the present ciuumstances. he is 
the bv^t person to look after the 
interests of the siatu. 

Saikid has l>i*cu able to earn a 
considerable amuiint of guodwill 
from even the middle classes. 


Women demonKratIng tn Gauheri In t<m: wear? ef agIfedM 
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formerly ihe mo«i ardent supporten 
of the AASU. By resiorinK the confi¬ 
dence vf (he police end (he 
bureaucriicy and Us own efficacy, by 
placing Assamese officers in key 
position in (he state, Saikia has man- 
ni;ed lo kt^ep significant sections of 
the middle and upper classes happy. 
He has also seen lo U tha( Assamese 
husinessmeii and contractors are 
given a fair share of contracts 

While Saikia's role m bringing 
peace to the state i% creditable, (he 
election commission has also 
achieved whai would have been tin* 
p<issihle even two years ago. Amid 
the raging controversy over the cor¬ 
rection of the voters list, which had 
in the first place triggered off the 
agitciiiim, the election commission 
has (tuieily been at work. Todav, the 
eniimeraiiun of iill poieniial voters in 
the slate upto January 198S has been 
completed. While both the AASU 
and the torces opposed to i(. princi* 
pally orviinisattons of (he minority 
groups mid the ruling Congressfll, 
have been vneiterously advocating 
their (irgumeni tor and againai (he 
correction of the voters list nn the 
basis of the 197] electoral mUi, (he 
conimission has gone ahead and 
iinnounced it^ guidelines for the put^ 
licotion ol the draft electoral rolls 

While ihe AASU had not till the 
time of writing made public its reac¬ 
tion to the proposal of the election 
commission, in private (he AASU 
leaders have expressed their dis* 
iippointmcnt with (he election com¬ 
mission. However, they have also 
made it clear that this would not 
stand in the way of future negotia¬ 
tions. 

According ro the directive re¬ 
ceived from the election commission, 
those whose names have been en¬ 
tered in the 1971 electoral rolls and 
those ''linked" with 1971 (the de¬ 
scendants of those whose names are 
present in (he 1971 rolls) will be 
entered in the draft rolls. For the 
others whose names are not in the 
1971 list, scrutiny will be done. 
Forest, revenue and police officials 
will be entrusted (n forward the 
relevant information about such per¬ 
sons Their place of birth, land re¬ 
cords and any other document to 
prove their bonafides will be col¬ 
lected and ilie information passed on 
(o the electoral registration officer 
for scnjtirtv The electoral registra¬ 
tion officer would then decide 
whether or not a person's name 
should be entered in the draft rulls. 
The order uf (he election commission 
would go a long way in paving the 
path for conciliation However, it is 
certain that minority organisations 
and the ruling Congress* 1) would do 

I their utmost to ensure that people 

s 
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entered in (be 1979 voters list should 
also be included. It is to be seen how 
much pressure the chief minister can 
exerr lo ensure that Congressd) vu- 
(ers are not left out. 

Even if differernes about inclusion 
of people not in the 1971 voters list 
do crop up. this will probably not 
make much difference to the talks 
The AASU today distinguishes he 
tween the foreign narionals problem 
which entails the removal of the 1%1 
to 1971 migrants from Assam, mea 
sur«» for the prevention of fresh 
influx frombangladesh. and the dele¬ 
tions which were required to ensure 
that no foreign nationals are in¬ 
cluded in the voters lists Meanwhile, 
the AASU and the AACSH have 
directed their supporters lo file 
claims and objections against all sus¬ 
pected non-citizens whose names 
may have entered (he draft rolls. 

Like Hi(e<war Saikia. the AA$C ' 
today makes a distinction between | 
the foreign nationals ivvue and the 
election and revision of the electoral 
rolls The forei|ui nationals question 
would include the removal from 
Assam of all those who entered the 
state between 1961 and 1971 or prob¬ 
ably a date between these two and 
adequate steps to stop the further 
influx of foreigners from Bangladesh. 
The question of revision and correc¬ 
tion of the electoral rolls would prob¬ 
ably be discussed separately with the 
election commission. 

While earlier such a move by the 
election commission would have pro¬ 
vided (he AASU with ample reason 
to renew the agitation, today they 
are sadly not in a position to mobilise 
the kind of mass support they had 
earlier. While all sections of 
Assamese sympathise with the 
AASU. the mood lo come out to the 
streets and fight for their rights is no 
longer there. The people ^ Assam 
have become weary after six years of 
struggle which, so far, has not 
achieved any substantial results, 


while on the other hand is caus¬ 
ing considerable damage to the eco¬ 
nomy of (he state. As such the 
announcement of prime Minister Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi ihar fresh negotiations 
between the union government and 
the Assam -agitationists would soon 
start has been appreciated by all 
sections of the people in Assam. Most 
Assamese feel that the new Prime 
Minister mav be more «vmpaihetic to 
the problems of ihc ^tatv than hi& 
mother had been. 

However. noiwiili»tandiUii what 
the Prime Munster mav leol ii is 
uiiUkelv I hat .i Mlotiim that has 
eluded iKiih parties in more than 20 
rounds of discussions van he solved 
becausr of a shangi at the top. The 
only reason for hope is th,it cikIuv the 
students aic 'ieparau ly looking for a 
solurion. Thev me n> an unenviable 
situation where the' in neither re¬ 
kindle the agitaiion or conclude it 
saiisfactorily The general mood in 
the AASU camp is one ul revoiictlia- 
tion and once a snitHble soluiiim to 
the foreign iialoinals issue is found, 
their first priornv wtmid be inform a 
Strong regional p.irtv and ion test the 
elections. Tin- pieseni AASU lead¬ 
ership cannol remain in ilie toiefrniit 
much Umget Uiive Ihcv aiv out nf 
the AASU and unless ihey lan form 
another platform thev w<aild be in 
the wilderness. The siudenis during 
the fust AASU conference hud 
changed their earlier view> ,ind had 
adnijiied that the Assam issue living 
a iHiliiicdi une can only l>v solsrd 
politically. As »ucli (he need fot a 
strong regional partv in the siate on 
the lines uf NTR\ Telugu Uesam has 
been advi.>caieJ Kv the AASU .lym- 
pathisers. So fur no party has been 
formed, though during ihe AASU 
cunfercnce in Joihai in December 
last year the idea was mooted once 
again The regional parties especial¬ 
ly the Purbanchaliva Loko Parishad 
is opposed to the furmaiion of 
another regional force. However, it is 
certain that the AASU will preside 
over the genesis of another political 
party as soon as the opportune mo¬ 
ment arises. U is also known that the 
present AASU leadership vvill 
assume chaf'ge of the new party 

However, before all this comes 
about, an honourable solution lu the 
Assam issue would be sought by the 
agitationists. Unless they can do so. 
they may become irrelevant. The 
next round of talks between the 
srudents and the union government 
officials which is scheduled to start 
aoon may find the agitationists more 
pragmatic irt thcii approach than 
they have bean thus far. 

fnHM Me. CmtmV 
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GUEST COLUMN/ Ranjit Sau 

Greening of the Gangetic Banks 


t did not iiacch much ol the crunltu i 
headline; it was perhaps found nor verv ; 
exciiinfi for the urban elite. U did ntH ' 
have the thrill of the dramanc 
announcemom uf bank nationalisation orot 
the celebrated iO'puint proArammo. Perhap> 
after the must stunnini; jt^nerai eleitions 
fullowed by a dull Test cricket match at rhv 
Eden Gardens in Calcutta, the iniellibenisia 
lay exhausted in >1 listless mu<>d in ihi^ cold 
winter month. Liitle did they realiNC ai rfu* 
moment rhat the yourift Prime MinisUT*'> 
addresx to the nariuii, broadcast «4n ladio 
and television on 5 January, icndeilv 
touched a deep chord in the country's xk'ui | 
economic chureuAraphv 

The Prime Minister hus pniposcd a ceotrol < 
CiinA^^ authority vested with the lavk of 
cleaning \ip the much-polluted waters of the 
epic riverine .system that has been for cvn 
furies nourished in mythological lore and , 
lately filled with factory etfluenis. Windlalls 
from this venture ere likely to lx* immenu-. 
lar-reachinA, and pervasive. 

Another imaginative compoiicni in the* • 
Prime Minister's list is the xchvme lor Md 
ting up a national waste land development 
corporation with the agenda of rrclaiming 
every year five million hectares for cuUiva- 
cion of fodder and fuel woods. In round . 
figures the territory uf India is MK nulliori 
hectares, of which 45 per cent used for , 
agrjculturci and 20 per ceni iv under fore.ii: $ 
most of the r«*inairing 55 per vent may he 
treated a« wasteland. The nutinnal waste- • 
land development corporation will hove . 
plenty of work for years to come with j 
enormous possibilities that usually accom- . 
pany the opening up of a frontier of some 
100 million hectares. Here is an area where 
the vast manpower of the country can he 
mobilised without eliciting much social ten¬ 
sion at lea.st for the time being, h is a 
positive^um game. Its contribution to the 
much-deplet^ theological wealth of the 
country is beyond any simple monetary 
measure, so would be its gift to the economy. < 

I 

If the Prime Minister succeeds in re- i 
orienting the echos and work potential tty of | 
the countless youths of the country along • 
such productive channels the results are , 
boundtobeof heroic proportions. The job is | 
not exactly easy: there are instances of less 
than satisfactory outcome of simlUr cam- i 
paigns earlier in India as well as in vome ! 
iiei^bouring countries. But this is not the 
hour for br^ing over the past. 

Policies on loog-term basic issues of the 
Indian economy will take time; they are on 
the anvil. Two problems, however, call for 
immediate enencion. Repayment of the IMF 
loan has to begin soon The other one is oo 


loss daunting. This year and in ilic hisi. indi.t 
is fortunate to htfvc had two mivcvsmvi* lUMk , 
harvests. Every year the cuuniiv ^ii-.itt-'' .i 
record or sons in population. duaiU! U* 
(he food crop; hut it ntn h.i|ip«'ii ih.n 
way. If experience is any gtiid<>. ihc dram 
ward part of the cycle iv i‘X{iti'H*d iiMum > 
mencenext year when drought m.iv ^ isn tins 
\ land. 

The vast irrigation network tlini h.\h lu-rn 
built over the years with ^u much ot cnic .lod ' 
expense lies choked with xdhtuninri, sili, .lud 
unaiiendeci or uncut fvedei ( haniirls Hun 
priceless national property shuulH hv imo , 
vated and kept at its prime Iim mci’iiin;. inv 
unwelcome behaviour of the mmisnoii lln* 
irrigation system must noi lx iilUkWvrl ii> 
decay in indifference and buri'aniiuiu 
lethargy. With aroused ejilhusia<in n enn lx 
reconstructed to productive vic»ihty 
I Apart from the off! cl ally cla.^sdied inm 
[ agricultural waMeland which is going lu hf 
looked after by a natiun.ii dwi ininiiv-iii 
I curp*^arion. lher«* is yet unoihvr. |irrha|>s 
t more precious, type of wa»iv]aiiU. lunru-ls, 
the cultivated area that Is Ivfl idle aftoi oik 
crup in a year. The tiuanhim of such uniiiii 
ised natural resources may bool thiMnik-r ni 
another 100 million hectares. Oppintnini ics 
available at this vital momeui in Itidiii's 
destiny may be seized to f.itiliiutv -<nii 
ensure chat a lecond, if not also n ihii J. imp 
la raised in every agnculttjnii plot in ilu 
Country. Subsidies, if given for tins i-lloit, 
wou Id a t ease be just if i able i n i e) at loi 111 r i f a 
return. 

Advice is always a free comniodns. lo iln* 
policy-makers in Delhi n is now Donviok ki 
\ embarrassing abundance. 1 would vornpU k i 
r my bit of (he addition lo this penodii 
I nuisance by the following u-r'-e cominenr In 
; the modern age. elecrricay (withooi lt»a(1 
I shedding) is a necessary condnion I«j| rcono ' 
mic survival and growth. Every town, vd 
lage. factory, farm, workshop In the cuuniiv 
ne^s an uninterrupted and am pit supply of , 
this ray of Alladin’s lamp. The sihiovi ii K 
provided the better. ; 

'Rie present style and rncxid ui Delhi is oii«* ' 
of confidence and hope in the future. Timv is 
an irreversible and jealous goddess; she can ' 
he unpredictable. Voters in Intiia can le.stify 
to that. Among all the propusak. schemes. 
machinery, and plans that wc are hearing ' 
about one stands out i; shining glory: Hajiv | 
Gandfai*6 idea for greening the Gangetic j 
hanks* in the long run. is going to be ranked I 
as high as Indira Gandhi’s naiionalisatinn of 
commercial banks. In a remarkably ihrewd | 
aove» the nation’s eyes have been shifted ru I 
the majestic beauty of tiiture, away from the | 
wasteland ^ narrow politicking Thank yon, [ 
Mr Prima Minister! 

.. J 
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Vendetta in Sitapur 

A 23 dead 



yhtfy vr6M‘ shiiuiinji abuses. Maro 
xule Shtvhl ko' NtkJe to jtofi manJeof 
I 'ii\w twu af fhem on the roof Then t 
i'ould (t*el ibc horn. aruJ che smoke, i 
don't know whai happened after 
ihai I lainted. Suhih. t do not know 
how I 4m aJive." Shivdeen Yadav 


(40) spoke in wide*eyed terror, as 
uembers of his stiJl dazed famUy. 
natids to their faces, heard ir silence. 
One of several survivors of a dastard¬ 
ly act of revenge by one Yadav 
family on ano(her-»a brutal sequel to 
a fouryear quarrel which started 
ovei a stolen bicycle, then a mango 
iiev—that left 23 dead and charred. 
II of them children, seven women, 
and a lartte. 40*roomed house burnt 
to ashes, Shivdeen. Ins brothers and 
his family, face a dark uncertainty. 
The wealth they had earned from 
years of hard work has been con> 
sumed by a spiteful envy—which 
grew into a violent family feud in* 
volving rape and murder. Overnight, 
their fortunes have changed, from 
abundance to penury. And, with most 
of their young dead, they have hardly 
anything to look forward to. 

The 23 corpses, wrapped in cloth, 
lined in a morgue in {>iiapur, made a 
ghastly sight. As many as 22 of the 
dead were from the seme fumily, and 
one, Rhagwati alias Bhabhuti Yadav, 
who was murdered on 1 January, 
from the other, Ir was to avenge his 
murder that the 22 others were kil* 
led. Three of the 22, Dwarika, his 
wife Chhidwani and their daughter 
Phuolwah were riddled with bullets. 
The other 19 include three children 
who died of suffocation, and 16 
others who were roasted alive. 
Grotesquely disfigured, some of the 
bodies were just misshapen lumps of 
burnt flesh: the body of one of the 
women had a whole leg burnt off, and 
just a bone for a limb. Outside the 
morgue, a crowd of sobbing relatives 
waited for a look at the corpses. 

Mohaddipur's Yadavs, a quiet, 
hardworking, intensely competitive 
lot. who have seen no trouble in the 
last two years, have been .shattered 
by the carnage. Surprised at what 
jealousy within a family can d^—the 
two families are related to each 
othei-'-the men and women seem 
confused about what to think of it all. 
AUhou)^ the quarrel between the 
two families was well known, nobody 
had thought it would be so 
vicious. Most of the survivors of the 
attack had fled the village for feer of 
their lives, even after being reKuad 
by the police and other villagers. 
Only on 4 December, a good 48 hours 
after the massacre, when the embers 
were still burning, did some of them 


BH H rhrro «uhi*rs. rushing 
H iitw u’ds our hou^, guns in 
H hand I ran n» hob thv a«>oi 
Thvn 1 lU'.nJ huIhUs hiiruigihv wall. 
Vkliisihiig jMsi .Shivl.if and I threw 
ouiselvvs oil the thior and lay tiill. 
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(iar« (Q cume back—to see tboir 
homes in ashes and ruins, littered 
with si^ns of the raging fire. 

The distnee of Sitapur, known for 
Its hardened criminals, has always 
been a problem for the police. The 
liberal issue of gun licences makes 
Things worse. Besides. Mohaddipur, 
with iis large Yodav population—of 
the 4^ families who live in it. all. save 
one. are Yadav>*-has always had the 
(vnsioriK and conflicts of a fast 
growing backward caste community 
(hat has struck it rich. Even chough 
(he violence never came out in the 
open, disputes over land and proper* 

IV—common obsessions among a peo¬ 
ple desperate to outstrip each other 
in a race fur wealth and power—are 
usual, especially between in laws 
and cousins. 

The two worring families, whose 
patriarchs are Jagannath (70) and 
l.ilkantha <72). brothers themselves 
(who are not directly involved In the 
clash, huwevei). live in separate 
(^uiirieis of the «ame neighbourhood 
of Mohuddipur. l.ilkantha’s is the 
larger of the iwf« houses, a huge. 
spMwlinK mudand'thatched roof 
structure bvilr like a honeycomb, 
with over 40 large und small rooms, 
four courtyards, hut hardly any way 
of getting out unnoticed. A virtual 
fortificaiicm. the huuse was also a 
death trap A .uiint family of 70 lived 
ill It: moM of them ate and slept there 
and (oiled in the fields for the rest of 
the day. “Twelve chu//a.« (earthen 
stoves! burin here,” said a villager 
about the house, tilkantha's house 
alvi had three tubewells, and 40 
bullocks and «^ws. Jagannath's fami¬ 
ly. which w«is Wt as well off. has 3S 
membeis. who own about cows 
and bullocks, and much less land 
ihan LdkamhaS massive 400 bighas. 

The fii'sl quarrel between the two 
familius. though of a minor nature, 
was over a bicycle belonging to a 
rtudhwHlu (milkman) which was reco¬ 
vered by Chandrika. a member of 
Jagannuth's family, Irom the house 
of Sham I.al, of the rival family 
Sham Lai was accused of stealing ;i. 
Later, rensiun arose over a plot of 
land that had changed hands be¬ 
tween the two groups. Shivlal Yadav. 
one of Lilkantha’s sons, had bought 
the land from Chandrlka^s brother 
Jawahar. Chandrika is related to 
ShivlaPs family through marriage; he 
is Shivlal's brother Puran’s ovm 
bro(her>in*law. Probably because it 
hurt his ego to see his own family 
losing land to his in-laws. Chandrika 
resented the sale The nioe-bigha 
plot, in Kol village, grows wheat and 
arhsr und was sold off with proper 
sale deeds for Rs 1.000 or so. 

Origlnelly Jagannaih's, ii had with 
it a house and a mango tree. After ' 

lUMM* B-W 


the sale, there were quarrels be¬ 
tween ChacMirika, Jawahar, Cbandci* 
ka*s father Raggha and Jagannath on 
one side, and Shivlal and family on 
the other. Although by law Shivlal 
wa» the new owner. Chandrika laid 
claim to (ho tree. Ofren the dispute 
would be taken to the headman of 
Mohaddipur, Sardar Singh, hu( 
Chandrikah gicup found him sidmg 
with Shivlal The bitterness in¬ 
creased. Pci haps to teach Shivlal a 
lesson. Chandrika cut the tree* down. 
At the end of 11^82. villagers ^ay. 
Ulkaiuha's grandson MewalaIN (Mi 
young wife was raped by Baruti i3S), 
Charvdrika's son-in-law. A rriminal 


from fCnsampui vilUge in iIk Mi- [ 
rikh leh'iil, imdet (he tli.inu 
police .itc.i daiaii 

corrupting influence in Ihc niheiwist* 
peaceful village '‘Kvei Mncc lu* br 
gun staving in Chandrtk.Ts hi in sc," a | 
villager said, "iheie huve-been liiJits 
.ind ihrvaii. in this place Mi- w.is .» 
m>t(>i Sims criminal, clusn i« Kaiii ilh ii 
gal Singh, a noted criminal cd Mis 
rikh 1) was B a rail who was ivs|>tmM 

bic for all this trniibk' " 

Vengc'unce came M>iin alivi wauls. 
ShivlaTs nit'll killed H.iiad and bu i, 
one of (Tiondnka's siin&, Uhagw.iiulm 
<2M), in ihe village* ol Murka m Me 
i ember 1^2 Afiei making iiidepcn- 
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of blood. In an arAar field. Beside it 
lay a blank cartridge, his cbappals, a 
muffler and a bicycle on its side. It 
was between 7,30 am and 8 am. 
Aghast, Bahadur ran to his family in 
the village shrieking “Oaddu ko mar 
daley gayef* (Grand father has been 
kilM)." The rumnur that had been 
afloat m the village the whole night, 
and Chandrika's worst .suspicions, 
were confirmed. 

Chandrika and another of his suns, 
Chanrapal (22), made ihor way to 
the Sidbauh police station, six ktn 
away, to lodge a complaint But the 
case was not registered until the next 
day. 3 January. According lu the 
police, they got to know of the miir 
der from Chandnkn and his son 
around 11 am on .) January, but 
residents nt the ariM near the police 
station, which is Iocut' d on the main 
road in Siiapur, say that the com> 
plainanis had arrived around 10 am. 
1 a the half hour ihiit fuiloweJ Chan* 
drika's visit, the pulicc chum they gut 
to know of an attack by Chandiika's 
family on Shivlai\ houNe. Their first 
reaction was to louk for Chandrika 
and his sun, whom thw apprehended 
from the Sidhauli bus stup where 
they were waiting to board a bus for 
Lucknow, 

In Mohiddipur, anmnd the lime 
Chandrika and his sun weie making 
their complaint, other members of 
his family were wreaking vengeance 
on Shivlal. According to eyewitnes* 
ses, Chandrika's family members 
‘had gone mad," They had all left 
their home, as though seised by some 
alarming news, with the duurs ajar. 
Plates full of food. und bedc* 

lothes strewn on the floor w«Te left 
as they were. Bahadur, Ram Pal, 
Ram Dayal and Rajaram. armed with 
12 bore guns, were seen approaching 
^ivlaTs well fortified house.. In an 
attempt to eM:ape. Dwarika, his wife 
Chhidwani and daughter Phoolwali 
scampered out of the front door, and 
were gunned down in.stantly. In a dirt 
road in front of Dwarikd's room, 
strands of the little girTs hair cuuld 
be seen sticking to a mud wall; other 
walls bore large patches of blood, 
and so did the ground below. 

The three done to death, the 
attackers climbed on to the roof of 
the house and started calling out the 
men. They cau^t sight of Shivnarain 
first, on the steps leading to his room. 
But as they took aim. the frightened 
man fell on the ground and jumped 
for cover inside. Seeing that the 
attackers had gone up to the roof, 
more than 30 men. women and chil* 
dren. instead of trying to escape, ran 
into the inner recesses, a number of 
snail, low'ceilinged, ill ventilated 
rooms used for storing grains and 
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implicated. And since Bhagwati hap* 
pened to be the only person who 
knew enough about the case to cause 
them trouble, they decided to re* 
move him. On 1 January, when he 
was returning from Sidhauli, Shivlal 
and his men allegedly kidnapped 
him from a spot on a dtn track to the 
west of Bare village, roughly three 
km from Mohaddipur, between 5 pm 
and S.30 pm. When they found that 
he had not returned home for long. 
Chandrika's family started a search 
fur Bhagwati that lasted all night. On 
the morning of 2 January. Bhagwatl's 
younger brother Bahadur (18) 
chanced upon bis dead body in a pool 


(icm imiuinev mio the double mur 
dt'i. Ch<mdrika*s uther son Bhagwati 
<ihjN Bhnhhuti lodged a police 
i nmplaiiu, naming ten persons in his 
1' IU M ewj Ui I. Chhotelal i .^ !>). Shivla I 
i4Sk Ram Swarup (24k Brijmohan 
<5To, RatOT. (32i. Purun (27), 
Eaikunili i53i. Kuiiwar (271 and the 
heudmun nf Mohaddipur Sardar 
Singh i.fSi The case is or. in the 
Suapiir dUiricr sessions court. The 
nuKi date fur hearing was IS 
January, 


he murder case, ovec j year and- 
a*haif old. had been worrying 
vial and his brother^, who were 
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farming equipmeot« to hide thare 
The attackers saw that (he people in 
the house had been crapped for there 
was no way they could escape and 
went about setting fire to the dry, 
thatched roof from all sides. As the 
flaches leapt, they threatened to 
shoot anyone who tried to escape. 
They had even blocked the door from 
outside. Of the 27 people shut inside, 
19 were roasted alive and the re¬ 
maining eight—most of them in an 
outer rpom—were fouhd unconscious 
by'the police and other villagers 
when they broke through a will to 
rescue them at around 12.30 pm. a 
good two hours after the fire had 
started. 

*1 saw Ram Pal and three others 
coming towards our house with 
guns." .said a still dased Shivdeen 
Yadav, Shivlai's brother. "Then I 
heard bullets from his gun.. After a 
while. 1 could clearly see Bahadur 
and Mahavir standing on the roof, 
setting the house on fire. Burning 
embers were tailing around us. Shiv* 
lal and I lay on the floor. 1 saw 
Bahadur strike a match and put it to 
the roof." Pyarelal. a lad of 17 who 
rushed to help the victims after the 
marauders had fled, said. saved 
Shivdeen and Shivlal, and later 
brought (he police. The chowkidar of 
Bare. Brijial, also came to help." 
*‘The whole house was on fire, 
sefijb.” said Shivdeen, refusing to 
snip. **1 could barely see anything. 
The burning roof was falling on us. 
But Bahadur and his men did not sec 
the two of us. They went away. 
Afu^addar se bfichey (fate has sav^ 
us}." According to Shivdeen, aftei 
setting ShivUrs hruse on fire, ihe 
attackers were planning another 
onslaught on the house of Babu, a 
relative of Sohan, ShivUPs brother, 
in Shahiba^pur village, but failed. 

The officer'in-charge of the 
Sidhauli police station. fUtwon Ryd¬ 
er. visibly shaken by the whole 
affair, had never guessed matters 
could come to such a pass. He had 
known of the enmity between the 
two families, and had prior informa¬ 
tion of the murder, and the likeli¬ 
hood of a violent reprisal. Why did he 
not act? In the four months that he 
has been posted in Sidhauli he had 
leamt that Mohaddipur was trouble- 
free for the last two years since the 
double murder at the end of 1962. 
^‘There has been no fighting here, no 
clashes of any sort,** he told this 
reporter, and then went about calling 
villagers to corroborate what he said: 
*Sayi you," he shouted to a womaa. 
and an old man standing nearby. 
"Was (here anything here, ever?" 
“No sahfh," everyone said, eyeing 
the policeman. 

TaM the villigera aside, and it b e 


different story, however. "This whole 
thing started with a tree. On 21 
August 1963." Hyder said. “Cbandri- 
ka cut (he mango tree on the land 
that had been sold to Shivlal. A 
fortnight later. Earati and Bhagwan- 
dm were murdered Bhabhuti filed 
the complaint, naming Shivlal and 
his associates, and on 1 January 
Shivlal and his men kidnap^ end 
killed him. Chandrika*s group retali¬ 


ated by setting ShivlaTs house on 
fire. We tried our best to put it out. A 
police jeep came within half-an-hour. 
but since water had to be lifted oui of 
a well, the operation proved diffi¬ 
cult." Hyder and his men, when they 
arrived, found the entire village 
almost deserted, with not a soul 
around to call out for help. After 
yelling for some time, a midole-aged 
woman came out to assist the police. 
"We rescued this girl, Munni," Hyder 
said, palming to a child with a hedd 
wound. '*Bhe was fired at. We took 
her out of one of the outer room«. 
opening into a courtyard." 

Curiously, however, Shivlal Yaduv, 
whom Chandrika had named in his 
complaint for the murder uf bis son 
Bhabhuti. wa& allowed tofleeMohed* 
dipur after being rescued. The fact 
(hat Chandrika's complaints were 
never taken seriously, and Shivlal 
and his family, the richer and more 
powerful of the two. have always 
found favour with the authorities, 
has led to suspicions of police com- 
phcicy in the feud. People in the 
village talk of how easily murders 
are committed, after bribing the 
police. 

A large portion of ShivUrs and his 
brothers’ wealth has gone up in 
smoke. “There was so much money in 
this houae," said Shabir Ali of Bare, 
pointing to the ruins. “Just four erf 
their cows cost Rs 70,000. Shivlal 
himself loot Rs S.OOO. And it was all 
hard-earned. They aU worked with 
their bare bands." But for the 
Yadavs, prosperity has brought its 
own evils: jealousy and hatred. The 
climax to the vendetta is perhaps 
still to come—with yet another 
bloody revenge 
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(Nlkp kumir tfiaviiinnlnK tht fruk««l «tw>i be»»wi Kuw fwwi mrmtk 

I Kppoor, sons, Raa) Kumar, Ra 
>eih Khanna, /^rish i^ri<bald 
I Mr Cnidfinger tn the Bond movies), 
Basu Bhatiacharya. Vinod Mehra. 
Milhun Chakravarty, surreal io his 
] leather outfit a white 

shawl slt^jly thrown over his shonl* 
ders. (Eak and West might well 

leather pashmiaa). 


Chauvinist the film industry must be. 
for the roll*asll of women followed 
later: Simi Garewal in a scalloped 
white silk gown aod a mbti, mink 
coat. Padfflini Kolhapure. Salma 
Agha out of the Arabian ni^is with 
bells on her toes and lingers end 
jewellery on her waist (Kaushad was 
asked lo move over to make room for 
the actress singer), Smita Patik Tina 
Munim aod Poonaa Dhillon drama* 

tic IB black and g^d And then came a wfll frein Mtrme^ iCrsceii 


SUNDA 


H ad it not been in the end so 
tragic, (he tenth Internacion* 
al Film Festival would have 
been quite funny, like a 
Marx hroibers comedy. The opening 
scene of (Uis “tragi cumeciy" uf 
errors whs the inaugural night of 3 
January in Delhi's resplendent V'i* 
Ryan Bhavan. A thousand more pas* 
ses than were ?«ni8 in the auditorium 
had been given by the star struck 
officialdom, ever ready to oblige iu 
unending list of friends, relemes 
and '‘contacts." There were almost as 
many people sitting In the aisles as 
there were in the seats There had 
also been in invasion from the Bom* 
bay film industry, causing ■ traffic 


jam of sorts m the aisles and below 
the stage. 

But best was yei lo be. The reel 
'‘show" began once the speeches en* 
ded and filmdom took over. Raj 
Babbar. the npples in his shiny black 
hair like the Arabian Sea on a moon* 
I i I night. began to call out the n antes 
of Mars as if he was going through an 
attendance register in a school. 

Slowly, but surely, ibe stars began 
cu crowd on the stage beginning with 
Haj Kapoor. Soon, the stage began to 
resemble an overcrowded airboard 
sky in which the stars were m near 
each other thet the sky disappeer^. 
In this case it was the jury. There 
SiDorl our **Bombay weJIebs"; Raj 


A Festive 


Mediocre films and 


the starlets. Nobody begrudges the 
stars, they do after all meke the 
industry go around end will now 
sparkle in the Lok .Sabha. But why 
did I hey have to stand there with 
(heir backs to the jury for over half 
an hour, violating all norms of decen* 
<y and decorum^ 

It was to become worse. The roll* 
call completely missed out eminent 

E ersoneJities*^mimg many others 
endit Ravi Shankar. .Saushad, Mrin* 
a I Sen. Puttana t. nagal, Tapon 
Sinha, Adoor Gopalknshnan, D.V.S. 
Raju, former chairman of tha Nation* 
al Film Developmem Corporation 
(NFDC) as well as of the Film Fed* 
eraiion of India. The latter two left 
the function in a huff, with Mr Raju 
even issuing a statement that the 
south is being "discriminated 
against." 

Equally disastrous 

were the diplomatic gaffes. French 
and Italian diplomars were furious 
about not having been invited lo the 
inaugural function Buth countries 
have sent many films for screening. 
Moreover, the chairperson, actress 
Jeanne Mureau is French, and the 
Italian embassy cultural centra Jiad 
helped to organise the Luchino Vis* 


s * 
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of Chaos 

fficient organisation 


conti retrospective Infect, it wa$ the 
IteJian cultural centre which sent out 
press releases about the retrospec 
tive, for which they had also urge* 
nised a seminar. While the French 
ambassador was invited to the Inau¬ 
gural function, the Italian was not 

During the function itself, there 
were some unforgivable gaffes. 
While asking Jeanne Moreau to 
address the audience, actrevs Deepii 
Naval referred to her as Madame 
Jules and Jim {Jui^s and Jim is the 
name of the film directed by the late 
Francois Truffaut and starring 
Madame Moreau which opened the 
festival I. Whether Ms Naval was 
being funny or was just plain stupid 
was not clear, hut Mme Mureau was 
certainly not amused. 

Although the films in the competi- 
tiun section are as a rule rather 
mediocre, there were some good 
films amongst the SI films being 
screened in the informaiion section 
from 29 countries. France has sent 11 
films of which Eric Rohmer's 
Afoon in F»rh" ifor which actress 
Pascale Ogt«r won the best actress 
award in Venice last year), Alain 
Resnais's difficult but interesting 
and differen' L'Amour a Mort and 



Maav 


Claude Leloucb's Vtv» la vie w»re 
top drawers. 

Italy, apart from its mini* 
retrospective of Visconti, has sent 
five films, including the overpower¬ 
ing Bertolucci film. The Motm and 
Franco ZeffercJh's Traviata and 
an awful Marco Ferreri film The 
Future IS Women which provoked 
the loudest catcalls at Venice this 
year. Ifungarv has Marta Mezaros's 
superb Diary fur my Children (which 
won an award in Cannes last year) 
and Zollan FabrI's House Warming in 
not one nt his best. Creece with 
Remenko by Costas Ferrio has also 
made ns presence felt in this festival. 
Sweden has Ingmar Bergman's After 




A <l« from the Jepeem film appudonat a 

rhe RehearsaJ, which is really a 
filmed theatre, but powerful never¬ 
theless. United Kingdom and the 
United Slates have sent many films 
W most of them are disappointing 
and trite. 

Saddest of all. however, is the fact 
that although there are some good 
flints in the information section land 
the black American cinema. Latin 
American cinema and the retrospec¬ 
tives). the calibre of films in the 

compedtive section was quite la¬ 
mentable. To be fair, ii could be said 
that 1984 was not a good yvar for 
cinema: The Venice and Cannes film 
fesnvais did not see any grand mo¬ 
ments of cinema. But, it does seem 
appareni that nobody wants to come 
10 Delhi any more. 

Not only is there a dearth of 


ign delegaivs (in fact uHe; the de¬ 
mise of the Manila International Fes¬ 
tival whusL* dares uverlapped with 
the Indian Festival) there should 
have been many more, but getting a 
jury was also difficult. William 
Greaves, the American filmmaker 
dropped out ai the last moment. 
liaUan film maestro Michelangelo 
Anccmiooi agreed and then backed 
out. Bernardo Benolucchi bowed out 

as well. Even jury memher Safi Faye 
from SenegSk reached Delhi a day 
after the festival began. 

The I and B ministry should now 
reflect on the nature of film festivals 
in India. Perhaps we should be a | 
little less ambitious and put our own i 
bouse in order before we have the I 
neat one. ^ 

g|a*«ii*i, Ma# MM j 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


‘I Have Mixed Fact With Fiction 


AdoorGopaJakrishnon toiks about his/iJm Mukhamukham to Sundav 


With Mukhamukham, the rather 
enifimatie Adoor GopaUknshtian has 
emerfied as perhaps the most impor- 
latit itidian fUm maker of the post- 
Satyitjit Ray generation. It is not only 
Mr Capaiajtrr»hnan’5 mastery of the 
cinematit: language and his use of the 
meticulousjy worked out strutture 
which makes this film a landmark in 
Indian cinema. The film raise* lun* 
dameiiteJ. difficult questions in its 
quest to find out why the revolution¬ 
ary or the spirit in all of us evap*^ 
rates or dies. The film has become 
controiersiaf and will continue to be 
a talking fwinr because it depicts the 
disitiiegration of a revolutionary 
hero Marxists in Kerala bitterly 
iittiii'ked Mr Copalokrishnan and 
ha\'e called him “irresponsible" in 
they consider to he an attack on 
the communist movement in the 
country. Some have even said that 
the Congressfll should make sure 
that Mukhamukham is screened 
ill West Bengal before the Assembly 
elections. The film works ai many 
levels, and one of them Is a very 
persoxiai search for the death of the 
spirit. Cmcial to understanding 
liie film is a quote from Lenin used in 
the film: “The proletarian movement 
passes through various stages of 
growth at every stage, a ser of people 
stagger, stop and are unable to con 
tinue the forwai d march—. “ The first 
part of the film is set in the dWade 
ending in l9$S-~Just before the Com¬ 
munist Party was voted to power tn 
Kerala for the first time in the world 
in 1997. The second part begins in 
l9f>S. a little after the Communist 
Party split Mr Gopalakrishnan pre¬ 
vious films are Swayamvaram, 
Kndiyettiim. and Elippathayam 
Hhich won the British Film Institute 
award. 

a I found Mukhamukham re . 
Kbe even more powerful 
I than your previous film 
EUppachayam, But you 
appear tr. be perturbed about the 
reaction to this film... 

A: I think there were some prob¬ 
lems with this fiim...once you un^r- 
stand the structure of the film, it is 
easier. This film works at two or 
three levels The uppermost leveL 
The exterior level shows a man com* 
ing back after ten years, li is seen as 
■ straight narrative of slow, gradual 
disintegration and disinusionmeni. 

I laval can be aeen In the 


second pan of the film which deals 
with his return at a fictional level. 
But since I did not want the audience 
to get the impression that it is only 
fiction that they are watching, I ire* 
aced it at a very realistic level. It i:. 
like when you have a dream: while 
you are dreaming you do not realise 
that it is a dream. Only when you 
vrake up, do you realise this. If some* 
body is told lilac you are going to 
have a dream and you prepare for it 
then it ceases to be a dream, at both 
levels: the experience and the 
rumination level. 

1 wanted the audience to get the 
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feeling that they are experiencing 
reaUry. It is very important to under* 
stand this film. But 1 fear that many 
people stopped at the exterior leveL 
1 have given a lot of suggestions in 
this film. The first suggestion is that 
the man is dead. Kenember there is 
a raid in the party office. That whole 
sequence is about death: the attack 
by the police on the people which 
ends with the death of the prop- 
rietor. Death becomes a factual 
thing, an actuality. This is fictiodal* 
ised by the reports. 1 have mixed fact 
with fiction throughout the 
fIcrioD emerging as faa. 

After the contradictory reporting 
of the proprietor's death and even 
the motives behind the death ail in 


the printed word, you see the open 
text*book of the young buy. Next you 
see the image of the fly. That is the 
key to the undersiandinjA ul my film 
As the boy is reading, you hear (he 
sound of a night fly, a kind of moth.. 
You hear the noise of its taking off. 
you do not really see the fly at that 
lime.’But you see the boy lifting his 
facr* from the book from rhai picture, 
from that image of the fly. upwards. 
And he ii watching the fly. Then you 
hear the moth striking the ceiling 
and falling Into tbi oil lamp—the 
irruJt. kruk, kruk soo <] is there. The 
boy watches intently'—I would even 
say watches cruelly this fly die in the 
oil lamp. I have purposely kept an oil 
lamp because it has so many ossuci^' 
tions. Especially, this panuuUi oil 
lamp which is called nilavilakti. You 
are only supposed to speak ihe truth 
in front of it. Marriages take place 
before such a lamp. And in this 
bouse, only this lamp has been lit in 
the porch (poomukham) The boy at 
this point says to his mother '’You 
always tell lies..." Thi^ line is impor 
rant because I am teliing a lie— 
fiction. 

Q When did you first think of rhr» 
film? 

A: I wrote the first drufi foiu veur.s 
ago. The concept came from «i per 
sonal experience of why the file dies 
oui ill a Jiiaii. I went in 'euicl; mJ this. 
This kind of search carinui be done in 
a vacuum. There has to be a genuine 
background I am mixing fiction and 
reality with my characters. If you 
look at the political situation, it is 
historically true and clear, factual 
and not manipulated. But that situa* 
lion looks more fictional. The poUitc* 
al situation which is so realisiically 
portrayed in the film actually looks 
like fiction The fact looks like fic* 
lion. 

Q: Is this what people have ob¬ 
jected so srion^ly p»» in your film? 

A: Yes. 1 was truthful about the 
political situation. Talking about 
politics, I don't comment nn it. I do 
not say that so and so is telling a lie 
or is wrong. That is why I do not call 
this a political film. People attack me 
on this point and ask why 1 hold that 
this is not a political film. 1 say that I 
am nor taking sides. I am not promot* 
ing a political idea. 1 am seriously 
concerned no doubt, otherwise I 
would never have made the film. 

Ves, but why have most people 
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your film as An attack on the 
Communist Party? 

A: 1 am not responsibJe for the 
situation, the film starts with clay. 
This shows that K am going to mould. 

It goes through various stages that is 
an artist's freedom: to deal with 
basic tnaierial, the earth. The film is 
also in the beginning about the com* 
ing of the industrial revolution: 
wheels and chains ere very promin* 
em 1(1 (he opening sequence in the 
tile factory with the kiln operation. 
And on the red of the kiln comes the 
slogan. Inquilah Zindabad. What you 
see next Is the factory in the back 
ground and the flags in the fore* 
ground 

Q. the u se of rhe cx>h\ ur red j usr a 
symbol? 

A: II is The theme throughout. 

Q. Why are all the women so fat in 
ihts film? 

A: Why not? In Kerala^a Ini of 
people nhjerted. They said that the 
woman was too fat. 1 used her as a 
mothei imago. She is one of the 
seven character.^ who reconstruct the 
Image of the man. Those who remem* 
hvr hrm are ordinary people from all 
I walks of life, they are representative 
I of the people who would love change 
10 («ccur. But It IS not there. In the 
second half, the conjuring of the 
image of this man takes place. For 
this you need a medium. Thus the 
woman. She has to look the archetyp* 
al woman: big, large She mothers • 
him in ihu second part. Because she [ 
is the one who gets him back. To call . 
him back, ev'^n in fiction, you need I 
some mothering. The trouble with 
this film is that 1 tried to make it look • 
simple, appruachehle, but I now real* | 
ise that this has also become the i 
problem or the obstacle to an under¬ 
standing of the film. If the film had 
looked very difficult or profound 
from the exterior, people would have 
looked for the structure that is there. 
Rut then, perhaps, (he film would 
have become prohibitive. Even at a 
very plane level 1 wanted thia film to 
mean something—that simplicity is 
achieved at great labour. A journal* 
ist wrote that my film is a 
documentary on tile manufacturing! 

Q: This film is really for those who 
know cinema language. 

A; You are right. I did not wane it 
(hat way thou^. But very ordinary 
people in Kerala have liked the film. 

I had all these schemes in the film, 
but 1 did not want any of them to 
show. 

Q: Could you compare the use of 
symbolism in EJippathayain and 
Mukhamukham? 

A: Even my previous film needed e 
certain amount of education in the 
medium on the pan of the audience, 


for It to be understood. That film was 
not accepted so easily. There are 
places where I have used dialogue as 
commentary. Throughout the film, 
image is mined with the real. Re¬ 
member the conversation in the par¬ 
ty office: is the image of this man on 
the wall (the photograph) real? The 
camera move* from this image down 
to the object and back—that is a 
constantly evolving relaiionshit^ 
strucruiaily, throughout the film. 
Moreover the concept of letters, 
whether n is graffiti or a newspaper. 
I have used this both as a statement, 1 
have used the graphics of the letters. 
Inquitab Ztndabad is used as a 
chant—almost a religious chant. 

Q: The structure of the fUm 
appears in be very important in 
uoderstandrog ir. 

A: Well, the second part of (he film 
is really about if he were to come 
back. The man who emerges m the 
second |Mn is constructed from the 
threads in the first pari. In ihc first 
pan he drinks alcohol as medicine 
for bis stomach ache. In the second 
^pan he becomes an alcoholic. Then 
there is his attitude towards his wife 


Tbe nUn starts with 
clay. This shows that 1 
am ^oin^ to mould. It 
^oes through various 
stages that is an 
artist's freedomtio deal 
with basic material, 
the earth. 


and child. For somebody who is so , 
devoted to a pursuit, whether it is 
literature or culture or cinema, the 
passion becomes all^onsuming. 

Q: What about the letters which \ 
Sreedbaran keeps burning 

A*: The first part of the film is 
happening today: The political sittia 
rion especially against (be Kerala | 
background. 1 mean the ordinary 
peo^ who do not belong to any 
political pany. There are very sin¬ 
cere party followers of this idealism. 
The ordinary people are absolutely 
confused about what is happening to 
(he leftist movement. 

Q: Could you talk about tbe use of 
silence in your film? 

A: It has to do with the interrela* 
tiun of shots. For instance, when (he 
boy, Sudh^aran. comes after having 
been dismissed from (he pany and 
stands in the courtyard, it seems 
almost like a court. The scene is 
composed like that. The camera 


looks at him from above, and he >ay$: 
‘‘Did you hear ihai I have been 
expelled?" He should be (he judge, 
but (hen that is a comment on him¬ 
self. The camera ihen moves towards 
him when he says: '"There are many 
like me who are dissatisfied, but we 
will not resist, we will fighr.” Then 
(he camera moves to Sreedharun. 
Sudhakaran's words continue, they 
become commentary as he says: "We 
will identify the traitors and we will 
unmask (hem and tear the masks 
from the faces of the enemy of rhe 
people " The word mask is important 
because the glow on Sr«edharan"s 
face slowly vanishes. It becomes 
green and dark Tlie face i$ absolute* 
ly mask like. Then he begins to look 
for money. He wants to ask his wife 
for money but he is not sure that she 
will give him the money. I( is not 
steahnB—he wants io tell his wife 
who is bathing at that moment. But 
this act becomes an act of stealing 
when his son is punished for rhe 
rhefi. This man's very inactivity be* 
come> an act of guilt, of crime. 

Q: Is this your best film? 

A* I would say that I consider it my 
mosr important work 

The actor S C'anga who plays 
breedharan is a new face. He is 
amasing. 

A: He is a novice. He does dubbing 
for films and aett on stage once in a 
while. One of the reasons foichrr>mg 
him IS ibat he is squint-eyed. He 
appears more like an enigma be- 
i cause you do not really know where 
he IS looking—and he has ■ fantastic 
voice. I asked him to come home 
I every Sunday I asked him not to 
I shave 1 (nok photographs of his 
I growing beard and made an album. 

I Then I studied his face and physiog* 

I nomy. And then we began tu film. In 
(he second part ht h,<s no shirt. In the 
courtyard scene after his arrival he 
, has already become an object, peo- 
I pie murmur in front of him. The 
person magnified, ceases to be a 
person, he becomes an object. This 
shot is taken from all sides. 

Q: Could we return to rhe arrack on 
your film by Marxists? 

A: The Marxists accused me of 
being irresponsible. They said I in* 
tended to tarnish the image of the 
party. When those who are consi¬ 
dered to be good theoreticians of 
Marxism real. in so pedestrian a 
manner it is upsetting. Marxism 
should really help you. It is not just a 
political philosophy but an aesthetic 
philosophy as well. My response is 
that I am not blind and 1 am not 
anti-communist. An anti*commuiiist 
approach would be blind. 
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BOOK EXTRACT 


Niven, Gable and Hollywood 


David Niven, the tveilknoivn HoJIywood 
actor who died in 1983. describes his 
early days in Hollywood ond his 
/riendship with C/orJc Gable, the then 
reigning matinee idol, in an extract /rom 
Niven,published recently by Hamish 
Hamilton (distributed in India by DBS 
Publishers’ Distributors 5. Ansuri Hoad. 
New Delhi 110 002). This is o compila¬ 
tion of his two books Bring on the Empty 
Horses and The Moon's a Balloon. 


A Siond «unhurried lun covered hit muKvUr 
fnrearmv and his pol helly hune ovvr (he top of 
hilt pan(». GroK9. pi^-cyed end rude. Chet 
Lieberc ws> a loathsome human being but he 
hed one great asset—a 4Moot spcarfishing bnai named 
Xonrg; he also hed an undeniable talent in hjs chosen 
profession, and by the other charter boat skippers 
working out of Halboa. Califnriua. ho was grudgingly 
acknowledged to be the most successful They had no 
opinion but to bestow this acculadv upon him because 
every year he caught more broadbill and marlin sword¬ 
fish than they did. 

He kept his huge frame topped up with lieer. swore 
endlessly in a heavy Dutch accent and nv\cr by any 
chance gave credit where credit was due. In an effort to 
keep deck-hands, he paid generously end this attracted 
me to him like a moih to a flame. As a iwu dollar and 
fifty cents a duv Hollywood ’extra*, who only worked 
spasmodically, I was in no p(>5Jtion to be choosy so 1 
swallowed the heavy insults and eagerly grabbed the six 
dollars he gave me for ten hours of dangerous, diriy and 
back breaking work as deck hand 'sputter*, spearman. 

Niven wWi A«a Oardoer la 7*r Utik Hwl 


hauler, gutter and swabber. When wu were out spearing 
(he giam broadbill swordfish for sale in the tiiai ket. I 
took those six bucks, bui J also gratefully purks*red rhs* 
gerterous tips that were slipped into mv Iwirid when 
fConfg was chartered by private individuals m ilie nioiv 
exciiing and less exacting pursuit with rod jiul ted of 
the blue and white marlin. 

'Okay, so ^u're late,* said l.iebeit when I sht»wv<J up 
for work at five o'clock one murning. ’Oet hej chimed up 
from lop to bottom, gut a dozen flying fish .md chock twu 
sets of gear and the teasurs—make suie Ihv ho ad js 
spotless too, Goddammit, becos wave n t ha tier tudav 
and the guy is bringings broad with him, they'll Im* here 
at six thirty and they'll need breakfast so soi that the 
coffee's ready and stand by with hum and eggs anti al) 
(he crap.' They’re picture people.' he adde d, ’so keep 
your goddammed trap shut about bemg a lousy iilioncy 
actor and get on with the job.’ 

I 'ebert had a sneaking legaid Cui me. 1 suspected, 
because cm the very firsi day 1 hud worked foi him, he 
had slipped on ihe wet. pitching, gui-slick rJuoring and 
had misjudged the gaffing uf a iwo hundred-puund 



inarhn which an exhausted oil execuiive had finaily 
brought alongside after a slashing, fighting, plunging 
three*hf»ur battle. The giant fish with ns last g«iip had 
managed to spew out the hook and the gaff not planted, 
was free and sliding down tall first into the dark, blue 
water, fn a moment of madness. I had grabbed the r 
dlsappeating swotd with my left hand removing most of I 
the skin off my palm and. with my right,! had punched | 
the pour brute in its Urge saucer eyeball thereby | 
paralysini it for the split second which Uebert needed : 
to sink the gaff. Not a word was said bui there had been I 
a tiny flicker of recognition in the puify red pigeyes of . 
my employer. [ 

By six o'clock on a still and cloudless morning, Komg. 
as ordered, was swabbed down, mopped, dried and 
polished and by the time a large vpen Packard turned mi 
to the quay, the arotna of good coffee was rising from the 
galley. i 

'Okay, now go over and fetch their gear, and don't get 
movie struck,' he added. 

When I approached the Packard 1 saw whai he 
meant—the ^il was blonde and willo%v>' with a fresh, 
open, fun loving face. She wore a blue reefer iackei. red 
slacks and her yachting cap was lilted at a rather exotic ' 
angle over her right eye. I don't think T noticed what the : 
large, muscular man was wearing—he was opening the | 
boot of the car and hi^ back was toward me. but when he | 
turned round, smiled and said. 'Hi. n looks like a good j 
day.' 1 nearly fell into the harbour. The man was Clark | 
Gable. ! 

1 relieved him of rods, various prof«sslonal*looking | 
tackle boxes, a large ice bucket, a bottle of bcritch I 
whisky and watched him stride purposefully towards j 
iConi^the blonde held on to his arm. 

•Okay, Chet—bait ’em up and let’s go.' he yelled 
happily as he leaped aboard. 

We had a lucky day. Gable landed two big. blue marlin | 
and was once broken after an hour’s struggle with a , 
gigantic, leaping Mako shark. We also found a school of 
hungry, yeUowtai! tuna which were striking at every¬ 
thing in sight and even the blonde amid shrieks of 
excitement landed a couple of twenty pounders. She abo 
became rather maudlin towards late afternoon when she 
hooked e ddphin on a white feather lure and decided 
that U was the »oul of a dead sailor, the whisky was 
almost empty by then. She pawed Gable • gieat deel. 


The deck-hand was working ai full throttle throughout 
the day and when not pvrehed uncomfortably in the 
crossirees of the ma^t looking fur finvor tell-tale vwiils, I 
was baiting h<*ok$. gutting and cleaning the catch, 
making sandwiches or mixing dilnks. 

When Gable heard my voice, he immediately pin¬ 
pointed my accent and voiced a mild curiusiiy as to why I 
v-ak there and doing what 1 was doing, l.ieberi gave me u 
lung, hard look as 1 prepared io answer but Kuddeitly the 
first blue marlin hii and forty five minutes later when he 
triumphantly unstrapped his shoulder harness, Gable's 
curiosity had vanished. 

Six months later, in (he Spring of 19.)5. 1 landed 
stimeihing myself—a small contract with Samuel Gold* 
wyn: the doors of Hollywood began to open, and I met 
Gable again. The iron man from Cadis, Ohio, whs looking 
rather trapped m white tie and (ails, but the occasion 
demanded his discomfort...it wa^t the Academy Awards 
Presentation Dinner—the annual handing out of the 
early Oscars 

The year before he had won oiii- himself for his 
performance m fr Happened One Nifiht and his accept¬ 
ance speech was (be shortest nn record, two words— 
"Thank You ” That night Hollywood u'-'iory had bean 
made. Cable had been loaned by MGM to the despised 
Harry Cuhri and his struggling company, Columbia, as a 
punishment fur intransigence in turning down too many 
mediocre scripts. Claudette Colbert was being similarly 
chastised for the some reason by her studio—Para* 
mount, but between them they' had out^marred rheir 
bosses and persuaded the brilliant diieclor, Frank 
Capra, lo direct the picture fur which Cohn had bor¬ 
rowed then. As a result. Claudette. Capro and Gable all 
collected golden statuettes, If Happened One Ni/ghl was 
voted Best Picture of the Year, and Columbia Pictures 
entered the big league. 

N ow a yeai Utei. the Academy Awards had come 
around again and Hollywood—still very much a 
village—was honouring its own with Us stiange tribal 
rites. Gable did not win this time though his picture 
Murrny on the Bounty came out on top. Excitement ran 
hi^ among the two hundred tribesmen and women who 
filled the pnvate banqueting rofim downstairs at the 
Ambasaadw Hotel. A demure Bede Davis was proc¬ 
laimed the winner for her performance in Dangerous 
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and Victor McLagien <who lo everybody's delight bel* 
ched loudly when receiving his pnze) we» voted Best 
Actor for his portraydl in The /n/om»er. 

It wav a vintage year and the competition for votes 
mu»t have been fierce because among other classic 
offerings that night were Garv Cuopec in Tho Lives of a 
den^af Lunuv. Kred Astalie m 7op f/Jt. W.C. f ields in 
OavitS CofiptrfielO and (<arbu in Anru Karenjoe. Less 
vuccessful in all departments had been the Warner 
Biotherv' entry—A M}dsummet \rghrV Oream wub 
James Cagney as {kitiom and Mickey Koonty as Puck. 
Kor the premiere in Bevcriv Hills, an elahorore program* 
me had been presented lo uach niemher of the audience, 
ombussed on the cover of which were four golden 
plaques, each containing a wclhknown profile—the 
three Warner Brothers ami William Shakespeare 

GabU was seated at another table with a party from 
his studio—Irving ThalK'ig, the producer of Afu/my on 
the Bounty, Thalhcrg's wife Norma Sliearer, Jean Har* 
low, William Pnwell. Juan Crawford and others Ria. 
Cable's second wife, was also there and I looked at her 
with interest. .Several years older than her husliand. she 
looked very calm and distinguished and Gable was 
am ill n. acru>s the table at her in the cmispl rat oriel way 
happds married couples signal mutual boredom at dull 
purtivs. I was remembering with pleasure the unaffected 
chi m and frieiidliiU'W Gable had dispensed atmard 
Aoiiig, when suddenly, he glanced directly at me Fur a 
mnmenl be looked purrled then my face must have 
clicked into place because he waved, smiled a friendly 
smile and mimed the hooking of a big fish. I nodded and 
wuved bask and after the presentations were over he 
came to Goldwyn's table and slundt my hand. 

'Good to see you again.* he said, 'what are you doing 
here...trying to get Sam to go tuna fishing?' 

1 fell embarrassed at fust telling it lo'The King* as he 
was known throughout Hollywood, hut bathed in the 
warmth of the great man's personality. I relaxed arwl 
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explained that J had changed my joh and had lately 
landed a contract with Goldwyn. 

'Well, that's just grear', he exploded, 'lots of luck, kid, 
and don't forget—the fir 91 thirty years are the hardest!' 

I Then he added quite seriously '..and don't give up 
fishing—you'll find It's e great help bvineiimes.' 

, When he had made the rounds of our table, followed 
I everywhere by looks of groat affection, he .v|K)ke to me 
once more, 

Tm moving ovei iv ihe Goldtv>'n lot for tlie nvki one so 
I'll hope to sec you around...w« can foi get al>oui making 
pictures for a while and vak about steelheod— 1 > that u 
deal?' 

'Fine,' 1 said, delighted at the prospect of seeing him 
i again and not unaware of the soaring of my personal 
I stock among my high*powered dinner companions. 

I Several weeks later. Goldwyn gave me my first 
i speaking part; the role of a Cockney sailor in Barbarv 
Coast. It consisted of one line; thrown out of the window 
\ of a waterfront brothel in San Francisco, as I sailed past 
' the Madam. I was called upon to say—“Orl rite-I'm 
goln." Then as 1 lay face down in several inches of mud, 
the two stars of (he picture. Miriam Hopbns and Joel 
McCrea, accompanied by several donkeys and a posse of 
vigilantes walked over the (op of me. 

Gable was, by now, working at the Cnldwyn studio 
making The Call 0 / die Wild and on the morning of my 
big moment he. the greatest star in the Hollywood 
firmament, took the lime and the trouble to walk over to 
the Back Lot to wish good luck to an unknown beginner. 
He also insisted on stills being taken of the two of us and 
the Goldwyn publicity department gleefully grabbed the 
golden opportunity to rub off a little of 'The King's’ 
glamour onto their nameless charge 

Several times I visited Gable while The Cell of the 
Wild was being made and 1 soon discoverad that he had 
many other things to talk abuut besides fishing and 
hunting. Certainly, more than anything, he enjoyed the 
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Great Outdoors, and just as surely he felt uncomfortable 
at formal parties and despised the Hollywood hostesses 
end their ’success lists*. 

’They only invite roe because at the moment I am on 
top of the heap,' he said, 'but when I fall on my ass. 
they']] just move someone else up a notch and ITl go 
down to the bottom of the pile.' 

One January day he did more than talk about the big 
fighting seagoing, vain how trout of Oregon, his excited 
voice came down the telephone—‘Hey! Let's go!...I've 
just been talking to same pals who have a fishing camp 
on the Rogue—me steelhead are running!’ 

'1 don’t have a rod,' I said feebly. 

‘Forget it.’ said Clark...'I’ve got everything—111 pick 
you up at midday, we'll spend the night in^'hsco and be 
at Grant’s Pass by toroorrnw afternoon.’ 

He was a fast and dedicated driver and he made it 
clear that he cotild do without small talk because it 
ruined his concentration. This was perfectly all right 
with me and t sat back and revelled in the glories of 
two-thirds of California. At Grant’s Pass, where he 
stayed overnight at the fishing lodge, we vrere joined in 
the cold dark of the following morning by the guide 
came with his squaw to fetch us, a squat, unsmiling, 
flaccid-faced Indian who smelted heavib' of spines, and 
was, according to Clark, the best man on the river. He 
was also the worst driver in the neighbourhood and in 
the semi-^oom of that freezing winter dawn, his dilapi¬ 
dated Cbevvy, unbalanced by trailing a heavy fishing 
skiff behind it, swung terrifyingly round ky mountain 
bends. Clark watched me averting my eyes from the 
roaring river several hundred feet below, noted ray a^t 
smiles and high-pitched conversation and correctly ds- 
agnosad my condition as one of abject terror. 

‘Don't worry,' he said. ‘He'll make up for it when ha 
goes on the river and his wife, thank Cod, ^vas w 
back.* He indicated the almost totally round and equally 
smelly Udy who was huddled, unspeaking and bleak- 


eted. beside her erratic husband. 

As the sky began lu lighten, we slithered down j 
winding track and rnme to lest on a s«indy beech 
between lowering grey, pine-lopped cliffs. There wo 
manhandled the skiff into (he water, loaded it end 
watched as the spherical wife took her husband’s placu 
behind the wheel and disappeared in a barrage of living 
gravel up ihi almost perpendicular hillside, lu meet us 
el dusk miles down river, 

G able was wearing a heavy chequered Macinaw and 
his Tusky' peaked cap. He had not bothered to 
shave and a heavy black stubble was discemibje in the 
growing light—it was bitterly cold. 

'What are you giving us fur breakfast. Chuck?’ he 
asked the Indian. 

'Small troui fried in butter,* said the unsmiling one. 
‘but you've got to catch ’em before 1 can cook ’em. don't 
you? 

’Sure ihing. Happy.' Cable grinned, 'let's gei going.’ 
The river was broad and sluggish where we pui in but 
the Indian knew the likely pooln and using a wot fly. we 
soon had half a dnzen beautiful brook trout about eight 
inchev long. We pulled over to a sandbank and while 
Cable and 1 collected dry driftwood, the g^nde. with a 
few quick flashes of his hunting knife, cleonud nui catch. 

On I he East ridge high above us, the sun was back- 
Ughimg the snow-ttfvered firs. They U»oked as though 
they were on fiie but down on the sandbank u war still 
well below zvro and we huddled gratefully around the 
fire, sniffing the coffee and watching the deft move¬ 
ments of (he Indian' A family of deer, seven of them, 
came down to drink at iheriverhank opposite, a pastoral 
scene that wav rudely shattered when an eagle flashed 
out of the sky and picked up a large rattle snake from the 
rocks beside them. With his prey in his talons the great 
bird spiralled upward gaining height till up near the 
ridge (be sun caught them and for a long time we coultf 
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see the writhing silver underbelly of the reptile fleshing 
out distress signals 

Clark was e true sport fisherman, and was uncon* 
Lerned about catching his limit of *meat\ a comparative¬ 
ly ea^y achievement during the winter run when the 
silvery, twenty-pound trout slashed with a vivid scarlet 
streak at their sides after years away in the big ocean, 
were making their way in thousands far up the river to 
spawn in the self-same gravel whence (hey had come. 
After a big January roiii, the barriers of flotsam had 
boen washed from the river, the snow 'melt* from the 
mountains had augmented (he torrent and the rapids 
between the pools were a ruaring, rocketing menace. 

The big pools were full of fish and the air was so cold 
we hud to dip uur rods constamly in the water to free the 
^guides' of ice'll! wav very exciting. The fish were taking 
single valmon eggs washed free from the high spawning 
grounds but Clark spurned the conventional use of these 
and we cast with brightly coloured salmon flies „.a much 
trickier operation. Clark had two rods, a beautiful 
LngliKh Hardy which he lent me and a dream of a Cross 
which he used with great effect himself. 

You learn a lot about a man in four days of strenuous 
fishing and four nights of medium to heavy drinking. 
There was not h phoney bone in Gable's body. Round the 
log file, or drifting down calm broad reaches between 
the lumbllng rock strewn rapids of the aptly named 
Rogue, he would talk frankly and unemotionally about 
Hollywood) and the people who controlled it. 

The curvaceous blonde comedienne, Thelma Todd, 
had just been found dead In her beach front restaurant 
near ,Santu Monica. Found dead in the most mysterious 
circum.siances and for days the newspapers had hinted 
darkly at foul play and gangster connections. 

'Thelma didn't read the small print/ said Clark. 

'The small prim?' 1 queried. 


'Yes—we all have a contract with the public...in ua 
they see themselves or what they would like to be. On 
the screen, and io our private lives, we are the standards 
by which they measure their own ideals of everything— 
sex, guts, humour, stupidity, cowardice, crummines^ 
you name it. They love to put us on a pedestal and 
worship us and form fan clubs and write thousands of 
letters telling us how great we are. But they've read the 
small print and most of us have n't—they expect us to pay 
the price for it all...we have to "get it" in the end! So. 
when we get knocked off by gangsters, like Thelma did, 
or get hooked on boote or dupe or get ourselves thrown 
out of the business because of scandals or because we 
just ^ow old...that's the pay-off and the public feels 
satisfied ...Yeah, it's n good idea tn read that small print.' 

Clark had a model ate opiiuon of studio heads: 

‘They're bastards,' he said flailv, 'they encourage 
people 10 be larger than lile. they'll give 'em anything, 
lake any crap from them provided they interest the 
public and the public pays to see them, hut the moment 
ihey s)ip-^h! brother! Look at the kiH- on our Lot at 
Metro now. Garland, Taylor, Gardner, Rooney, great 
kids air of 'em and loaded with talent but cheyTl 
probably ruin 'em all Righi nuw they can do anything 
they like, show up late, keep everyone waiting, go home 
when they want to, but God help them if the public stops 
coming...they’ll pull the rug out from under 'em all over 
town* 

I esked him how ir felt to be in the No. 1 spot in the 
whole indtistryr. 

'Well,' he laughed, *as sure as hell there’s only one 
place I can go from where they've got me now! S(» 1 just 
go along with Tracy's formula and hope for the best.' 

‘Tracy’s formula?' 

there on time, know the jokes, say them the 
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slice which he never completely corrected so wp bvut i Uc 
rules slightly so that he coitid LuniinLC' to plav mIich his 
ball had drifted out of h<»unds un lo the heuch :ii>d r«vttj > 
of 1311^ter would riM* from helow as he hacked heppilv 
away among the seaweed, the crabs and the small pools. 

He was a doughty opponent hut he lacked coucenira* 
tion and in an important fuui.some match I glcetuilv saw 
him falter because my parinpr was Croup Captam 
Douglas Bader, the legless R.A.F. fighter pilot 

Douglas visited me in Cahfonua soon after World War 
II. He had come out to tour the huspitals and encouraged 
hundreds of double amputees who were wondering what 
the future could possibly hold for them. He did untold 
good recounting to them his own story of living shot I 
down and baling out over Prance, where he buckled one 
of his artificial limbs. The German Commandant of the 
prison camp in which he soon found himself, was so 
impressed by Bader that it was agreed that, at a 
pre arranged rime, one Spitfire could fly over the cuinp 
and drop him a new leg. When the leg arrived. Bader 
thanked the Commandant, put it on and that night he 
escaped. 

At dawn, he was recaptured hobbling gamely aluitg 
ten miles from the camp. Thereafter, both his legs were 
taken away from him at night and lucked up in the 
guardroom. i 

Playing golf against the legless Bader, as Cable soon | 
discovered, was a hazardous undenuking and knowing | 
of Clark's feeble concentration, f was quietly cuufident 
of Che outcome 

tUder's first *pl(»y‘ manifested itself im the second tee ; 
Just as Clark was about to drive. Badvr. with a noise likv 
a machine>gun. kniKkad the ashe« nut of his pipe against 
his artificial thigh. On the fifth green, he winked at me I 
and tightened ■ little wheel m his knee, thvit by moving ' 
very slightly just as Clark pulled back the head of his i 



best way you can. take the money and go home at six 
o’clock.' 

Gable talked about Hollywood and ever>*thing con¬ 
nected with it but he remained cumplciely unimpressed 
by it He certainly never took his success for granted. 

'Look.’ be said, 'so they call me the goddamn "King” at 
the moment but there are dozens of people warming up 
in the wings and anyway I'm Jum out m from of a team, 
that's all. Metro have half a dozen peuplv. top wriiers. 
whose uniy job is to find the best possible prupvnies for 
me. things that I fit into with the least risk «if falling on 
my ass...that way I remain valuable to them and every* 
one's happy—for the momeni 

'Don't ever let them kick you aruund.' he warned. 
'They squeeze people dry and then di op them ..when you 
start to fade they put you into 'skid' pictures >0 you'll 
turn them down and they can pui you on vusrwnsion and 
get you off the pavcoif*>'he cough with them i( vou get up 
there, because it’s the only language they understand 
and that's the only place where you can use ii. Kvmem* 
b«r you’re dealing with people who believe that a >.000 
dollar a week writer is guaranteed to turn out better 
stuff than a guy who ts onlv asking 7S0... 

'Most executives at the big studios have no gut^ 
they’re so busy holding on to their JuIh they never stick 
their necks out. Know how Lubitsch found i»ui the other 
day that he wa*> nu longer head of Haro mount? From h» 
goddamn masseur for Christ's sake! This guy had tK.»en 
rubbing down the studio brass and they all told him what 
was happening bu^ nobodvitad the guts to tell Krnst to 
his face that he was through.' [ 

N ext to fishing and hunting. Clark loved to pby gulf 
and wu played a great deal together. He was a 
splendid sight st Pebble Beach, his favouniv course—he 
didn't walk between shots...he strode. He had a fearsome 
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putter he produced e high penetretini mouie squtek. 
Thereafter, n jittery Gable end hii unnerved partner 
never felt completely secure end Bader end I coasted to 
an easy victory. 

Geble never spoke much about his wivas; he felt no 
urge to unburden his domestic problems on his friends 
and be was strangely fatalistic when his narhagei broke 
up. which they did with great regularity. In fact be was 
strangely fetalistic about everything. He never went out 
of bis way to make men friends, he reckoned that he was 
whet be was. people could teke him or leave him. and If 
they mferred to leave him—that was perfectly okay 
with nia. Above ell, unlike so many big stars, he felt 
absolutely no need to bolster his ego by surrounding 
hunielf Mtb stooges end sycophants so his circle of 
fnertds was small end independent. 

It Is difficult to paint a ftscineting picture of a man 
whom nobo^ seemed to dislike. As David Selsnick 
remarked during the filming of Gone With The Wind— 
*OK Gable has enemies all right—but they all like himi* 

However, wherever there is competition there is 
Jealousy and where there is jealousy tne ^knocken* will 
knock So in Hollywood people occuioneUy nudged each 
otiwr and said 'Cable only likes oldtt women.’ 

It was the understatement of the century—Gable 
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loved mU women—older, younger, blondes, brunettes 
and redheads he loved the lot 

True, his first wife Josephine EhlJon happened to be 
twelve years his senior, and his second wife, Ria, five 
years mote than that but Carole Lombard, Sylvia 
Fairbanks and Kay Williams when they became numbers 
three, four end five, were all in the junior league. 

It was said by the knockers that Josephine, who was a 
well educated drama teacher, hod 'invented' Gable, and 
the source of bitebery passed round the happy 
word that Ria bad paid for him to have his teeth capped. 
Clark just laughed when he heard this-^my Mom and 
Dad invented me.' he said, ‘and L.B. Mayer paid for my 
teeth.* 

Dark was not really stingy with money* he was 
*cas«fu]'. With the whisky bottle, however, he was 
always lavish and for year? I was amated at the amount 
he could consume with no apparent effect. 

Gable said that acung did not come naturally to 
him ‘I workod lik« a son of a hitch to learn a few tricks 
and I fight like a steer to avoid getting stuck with parts 1 
can’t pUy.* 

As an unsuccessful Broadway actor, he made three 
aaferis into the Hollywood jungle. If the first trip in 1924 
was a flop. ..(be worked only in small theatrical roles 
ground Lm Angeles or occasionally as an extra in the 
Studios)...the second was total diiaster-4te didn’t work 
at all. Back again on Broadway, ha finally smelled 
succeH when the egomanic George M. Cohan cast him as 
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fihe lead in Gambling but after the opening in Phi* 
ladelphia, the sweet smell changed rapidly to something 
more unattractive. Cohan decided that he would like to 
play the part himself and fired Gable. Understandably 
!short on self confidence. Gable thereafter ricocheted off 
e succession of shori*term flops till one day he was 
offered a part in a Los Angeles stage production of The 
Lasi Miie and his third and ultimate safari began. He 
•never agreed that his subsequent breakthrough into the 
Hollywood big time was the glamorous rockei*propelied 
affair claimed by the MGM publicity department and 
always gave credit for it tu two people—Lionel barty* 
more and Joan Crawford. 

baity more got him a test for his native hoy ni Bird of 
Paradise. 

Barrymore directed the test himself and according to 
Gable^'They curled my hair, (hen they stripped me and 
gave me a G string, a prop man stuck a knife in my 
G’Siring which scared hell uut of me in case his hand 
slipped then he stuck a goddam hibiscus behind mv ear 
and told me to creep through the bushes.' 

Irving Thaiberg, the boy wonder of MGM. saw the 
result and told Barrymure—'You can't put this man in e 
picture, look at his ears...like a boi!' Nevertheless, he 
fmallv hired bv MGM to play a milkman m a 
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Constance Bennett picture and a small contract followed 
which brought in its wake the all important coniriburion 
by Juan Crawford. She bullied and cajoled the siudio till 
Cable was given a major part in Dance. Foots, Danco—9 
lough hard'boiled character. His success was insten \ 
laneous. The critics raved and the movie audience found ' 
a new hero and, for what it's worth. bo*h Crawford and | 
Gable always vehemently denied that their friendship i 
was anything but platonic. 

I have hinted that Clark was a little close with a buck 
but this was only in connection with things his hortesi 
Dutch-German blood persuaded him were extravagant 
(ir unnecessary. For instance, none of the many women i 
in his life were ever seen festooned with goodies- 
Divorce, however, was something else again. Gable | 
never skimped on that and to obtain his freedom from [ 
Josephine, Ria and Sylvia, he. almost without arguing, ' 
was practirnlly wiped out three times. Each time he was 
divorced, he issued the same hopeful statement.>-*1 
don't intend to marry again—ever.,.’ but each time he 
soon forgot what he hed said 
One of the interim ladies to whom he was attached for 
i while observed, rather sourly, *0f course. Clark new 
really married anyone. A number of woman married 
him...be just went along with the geg * 
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A Thing of Joy 


Olympic winner by clearing 13.71 
metres in ihe triple jump event). 

Interestingly, the roots of the com* 
mercieJism and financial difficulties 
that plague the organisers of the 
Games t^ay are traced as far back 
as the 1904 Olympics at $< Louis 
when de Coubertin, In an attempt to 
overcome the hurdle uf ade<iuate 
finance, linked the Games with the 
St Louis World Fair. The result was. 
in the words of one spectator, “a 
sporting contest (ackd) a fasr where 
there were sports, where there was 
cheating, where monsters were exhi* 
bited for a joke * De Coubertin him* 
self edfflitr^ later that the move was 
a commercialisation of the Olympic 
spirit but also added that he had no 


other choice. 

A parbcularly fescineting chapter 
is the one that deals with “the differ¬ 
ence between gold and silver," which 
recounts the photo finish finales and 
the contests in which only rnarginal 
differences could separate the win* 
ners from the runner$*up. The story 
of how Russian gymnast Yelena 
Davydova snatched the gold from 
Nadia Comaoeci at the 1980 Moscow 
Games, winning hy just 0.075 points, 
deservedly earns a place here, as 
well as the now legendary Coe*Ovett 
encounters. 

The most heartening part of the 
book is the section which describes 
the struggles of thr |>eople with spe¬ 
cial handicaps to win through to 


M ost books that set out lu 
provide an overview of 
the Olympic Games and 
which include, of necessi¬ 
ty, a variety of photographs, can be 
dismissed as belonging to the usual 

t ienre of coffee-table hooks: tasteful- 
y laid out, pleasing to the eye. but 
not containing much to stimulate the 
Intellect, if the Wills Book of L'xcei/- 
eitce; The Olympics does not fall into 
the above category, it is simply be 
cause of the great care that has gone 
into the writing, selection and 
arrangement of the material con¬ 
tained therein. Though the design Is 
calculated to pleaae the most dis¬ 
cerning, there are also facts end 
personal glimpses aplenty, with the 
occasinnai intriguing tidbit thrown in 
CO pleave the trivia addict. 

Throughout the book's 11 chapters, 
rhe underlying theme of the quest for 
excellence, as exemplified by the 
performances in the Games, is subtly 
stressed and this serves as a useful 
connecting link to hind together 
what would otherwise have l^n a 
random collection of data. As it is, 
the book’s weakest parts are those 
where this theme of excellence is not 
given due emphasis, for then the 
reader is faced with bald facts and 
figures with no point of reference. 

The book attempts to chronicle the 
high watermarks of the *xiuadriei)- 
nial display of athletic prowess that 
is Baron Pierre de Coubertin's legacy 
to the world. Instead of specifically 
dwelling on the details of every sing¬ 
le Olympiad (such treatment is best 
left to books of record) it couches 
upon rhe flashes of brilliance and the 
continuing drama of human en- 
deavour>-in terms of physical as well 
as mental determinatioiwchat sepe> 
rate the Olympics from all other 
universal sporting contests. 

The chapter on Pierre de Couber* 
tin throws light on a hitherto un¬ 
emphasised aspect: his initial 
attempts to revive the Olympics, the 
teething troubles of the Internatina- 
al Olympic Committee and the 
atmosphere at the first modem 
Games at Athens, 1B96 (where Amer* 

I ican James Connollv earned the dis¬ 
tinction of becoming the first modem 
I--- 

IV/f/s Book of BKceHence: The 
Olympics, published by Orient 
Longman Ltd 17. Chittaranjan 
Avenue Calcutta 700072 Price 
Rs 100 
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success. The tales of the attempts to 
overcome physical as well as psyche 
logical stumbling blocks makes in* 
spiring reading. Among others, there 
is the story of Shelley Mann, who 
once had to struggle even to lift her 
arm out of the swimming pool. She 
went on to establish an Olympic 
record in the lOOm butterfly event 
Also recounted is the ill starrW story 
of Konrad Frieherr von 
Wangenheim, a German equestrian. 
On the second day of the chrceKlay 
equestrian team event at the Berlin 
Games, his horse stumbled and Kon¬ 
rad, who was thrown off. broke hie 
collar bone Awaie that if he dropped 
oui the German team would be dis* 
gualifieJ, he remounted and cleared 
the remaining 32 obstacles flawlesi' 
1y. Thv next day, his horse reared and 
toppled backwards, falling on its hd* 
er. Konrad, who was riding with • 
bound arm. somehow managed to 
remouni, urge his steed to action 
again, onil both horse and rider com¬ 
pleted (he event without further mis* 
adventures. The German team went 
on to win the gold medal. 

The oft-told story of the 'black 



The mfino rte l tt atSwiw cvasalalna 
Ftm de Voa bs rtn's Iwart 


gazelle'. Wilma Rudolph, is also re- 
capitulated with feeling. Polio, 
at/ophied bmbs. cardio-vascular dls* 
orders, third degree burns: nothing 
seems to have deterred these men 
and women whose strongest asset 
proved to be their implacable will to 
succeed 

A separate chapter is devoted to 
providing an overview of the Indian 
presence at the Carnes, and this fills 
a long existing hiatus. Expectedly, 
tJie hockey performances are discus* 
sed at length, beginning from India's 
hockey debut at Amsterdam, 1928. 
This team did not concede a single 
goal and scored 28 times in five 
outings. The ups and downs of India's 
subsequent hockey appearances till 
they capiured the gold at Moscow in 
1980 are then rvLapitulated. India's 
1984 debacle is reserved for the final 
chapter on the Los Angeles Gamas. 

Apart from this and ihe Milkha 
Singh story, other topics in this chap* 
ter are touched upon perfuncrorily. 
In particular, the wrestling events 
(where Maharaahtra's K. D. Jadhav 
won ih« bronte in 19S2: independent 
India's sole individual medal win* 
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ibe Olympics. Perhaps co sceer dear 
of controversy, rhe writer does not 
attempt a critical and separate analy¬ 
sis of the dangers of crass commer¬ 
cialisation, (he use of drugs co im¬ 
prove performances and the polici- 
citation that are threatening to 
wreck the spirit and even the exist¬ 
ence of the modern Games 

Lokesh Sharma, rhe 23-year-oid au¬ 
thor, and sports reporter of The Tele¬ 
graph has enriched sports literature, 
with this well-researched work. Nut 
lhai everything about the Olympics 
is said m this book. 

Indian book designing 
has also reached new heights with 
(U« eye-caiching visualiBaiion of 
Sunil Sil. By sponsoring the book the. 
ITC has dune what Indian publishers 
have not been abir to do. This, in¬ 
cidentally is the fir t of a series on 
different sports th«i ITC is sponsor¬ 
ing. the next one being on tennis. 

One wishes such a fre:t( was served 
hut. The l)iK>k is a little too early fur 
thenexi Olympics and a lit lie Ulefor 
the last one Bui then, as the saying 
goes, ii Is belter late ihan never. And 
a thing of beauty is a luy rnreover. 

$mt*r 


ning performance) cuuld have been 
given more prominence as India has 
been a hair's breadth away from a 
medal more than once. The reasunv 
for India's abyitmal performance in 
general are dismissed by stating that 
the organised, sustained effort (hat is 
required is lacking. A further analy¬ 
sis would have proved most helpful 
here. 

The chapter rm (he Los Angeles 
Games begins well, capturing the 
heady mix of commercialism and 


voinpetuiveness that was (he hall¬ 
mark of (he events (here. However, 
the chapter in toto is disappointing 
as The linguist It elegance of the rest 
of the book seems to be lost in the 
mate of statistics. Also lacking are 
the personal glimpses that ateund 
elsewhere in the book. The book 
end-^ hefiriingly with a reference to 
P V. Usha's glorious performance in 
the 400m hurdles. 

The photographs are carefully 
selected and capture the essence of 


Dabur Chyawanprash 

The 3000 year old recipe oS the rishis—recreated! 


Our rishis of old knew many 
secrets about nature and how It 
could beneht the human body. One 
of these was a specUl formulation 
called Chyawanprash. 

About 3000 years later, Dabur 
recreated this formulation in Dabur 
Chyawanprash. 

Made from more Ihan 40 
natural ingredients like fresh amla. 
dashmool and ashtwarg, Dabur 
Chyawanprash builds up your 
family's resistance to many diseases 
and keeps them in good health. 
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CHYAWANPRASH 

\bur Eunily^ natural heahh tonic 
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Police Massacre Harijans 


Noxalites blamed /or the killings 


E ven as cha whole country letlled 
down to enjoy New Year’s day. 
the harljan villagers of Ktithi Bigaha 
under the Obra police sietion in 
Aurangabad district in Bihar pre* 
pared for what would, for many of 
them, be the last day of their lives. 

It all began on 31 Decemter 1984. 
Around .^0 harijen villegerv from 
Keith i Bigaha had assembled outside 
their village to protest against the 
rape uf the daughier inlaw of 
Kanhai Sahu. a fellow harijan, by 
Shiv Kumar Sharma. the son of the 
Bhumihar landlord of Makhra, the 
adjacent village This was not the 
first lime the harijans had held such 
a protest meeting. Since 1981. the 
hanjans have been demanding mme 
mutn w^tgeji from the landlords. Only 
this time, they added e new dimen* 
Hion cri their meeting by raising their 
voicei« against the rape of their 
women. 




The landlords at first tried to ob> 
struct the harijans from holding the 
meeting. When the harijans proved 
to be adamant, the landlords sou^i 
the help of the local police. The 
police first surrounded the harijan 
village and two of them went inside 
one of the houses to investigate. The 
women protested against the police’s 
entry and a scuffle followed. By then, 
say the eyewitnesses, the landlord 
and his men had sprinkled kerosene 
on the harijan huts and set them on 
fire. As the harijans rushed out to 
save themselves, the police let loose 
a hail of bullets killing five harijans 
on the spoi. Another eight harijans 
were arrested by the policemen. 

The police however claimed that 
they had fired in self-defence and 
thai the dead harijans were Naxa- 
liies. '*They were Naxalitcs and were 
killed in the retaliatory firing that 
lasted for 30 hours," said C.D. Singh, 


tha sub'inspeccor of Obra polire sta* 
tion. He rontinuedi "Two police con* 
stables were killed and the district 
superintendent of police D.S. Prasad 
had a narrow escape. The harijans 
fired indiscriminately from inside 
their mud houses which were forti¬ 
fied.” said Mr Singh. The Obra police 
have filed cases against the hartjans 
for arson, dacoity and arms 
snatching. 

Tha recovery of three rifles by the 
police has strengthened their suspi¬ 
cions that the harijans are Nexalites. 
The police explanation of the hari¬ 
jans being armed extremists has too 
many discrepancies to be ccinvincing. 
The fact that the policemen set fire 
to the huts clearly disproves the 
story of the encounter with Naxe> 
Uies. The police could hardly ha\e 
burnt tne huts after dousing them 
with kerosene if Nexalites were fir¬ 
ing from inside This correspondent 
also saw no signs of any fortifications 
around the 30 now deserted huts. 

Though the police claim that 
blood spattered police uniforms were 
recovered from a harijan hut end 
have been sent to Aurangabad where 
the state director general nf police 
(DGOPi would inspect them, it has 
been learnt that the DCOP is yet to 
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^itnve in Aiirangabaii The uniforms 
Iwvo ncn been diftp^tched either. 
I ri M tad t hey are Mill i ci Obra « nd a re 
k>cinK iiyeri bv rhe policemen there 
Moreover, ikte ha^\,|an^ killed havi 
no crmuiia) recuid^ as claimed by the 
police 

1'Kt'ie i« KH'ViitnR '•UNpicton ahf<ur h 

mmk|iii.icv iM’iween ihc Bhoniihar 
Uiiullords in ihe area uiid ihe police 
oiiainsi (he harijaov Just ihe day 
liefore. on .H Uetemlter. the hari^ans 
k>nd met lOsr niilviiie lUe villaxe to 
puiU’Hi uKiiiint (he topi* of a haiijan 
woniAo bv Shivkumjr Shaima. the 
son of d Bhuitnhnr landlord Chela- 
onravuo Shiirma in (hv ne»rhv vih 
lam- of Vfjkhra Tliv meeung was 

ikUianiwd by ihe woman’s father in* 
law, sniualiv a Iximied laltourer of 
^’hni.injivivaiiShr,rcr.i But Kanhai 
Sjhu aiid his iamlv memlwrs were 
Ik Id ;ks hostages Hy Sharma in ordei 
Ok f)ievent the riieerini: fiom beina 
held Hot H'enn: rhai ih< hanjans 
wi'ie ad ini.iiil. ihe laridkoids hHik the 
help >ii kNr indne DisciisMons iilHnit 
ihe tap* of ihe di»Mj:hh r ol anoiher 
MlJam’i Naiikn Kam ttroiti who\ hul 
ilie blooiisiaiiu’il inufoins were 
olk'ttedlv ie«oveu d > hv Arhitid Sbar 
tiui son 01 a liicullord .ind the daily 
oaaes p IV el I hv (hi landlords which 
IS Ih’Iow (he oIlKial ia(v i>t Ks H 


1errer*finMa a ua hbww i of tile harljai* vMacen 

were aim held. U ia balieved (hat the 
harijans were m upset (hat they did 
fliH ear anything on the day <d the 
meeting. The poft(-reor(em of (he 
dead bodies also show absence of 
food in (he vUceras indicating (hat 
(he dead,were only protesting hare 
janv end'Aot eitremist Saxalites. 

The harijans in the area work 
cnamSy as bonded labourers, wage 
earners or casual workers in the 
fields of the Bhumihars and atro^k* 
ties on them are fairly frequent In 
198 f in Caini. a nearby viUage. six 
haiijans were killed fur demanding 
the official miniioum wages. Howev¬ 
er many haiijans have been enrolling 
in tl»e Indian People's Front (IPP), 
formed m 19B2. which has been en* 
CNuraging (he harifans to resist 

Relations b^ween the harijans 
and landlords deteriorated further 
after the KalfHi Bigha villagers dc* 
manded and gat a raise in tninunum 
daily wages from Rs two (o Rs sii. 

«til1 less than the official rate of Rs 
eight. The landlords have also been 
Irving to evict the harijans frum the 
village, and Parasuram Sbarma one 
of (he landlords who reportedly maa- 
teFfmmded (be nasseercs argues that 
the hariians have settled on land 
which belongs to the school where he 
teaches. Official records, however, 
show that tbe laad does not belong to 
the school and that (he hanjans have 
been giygn owoenhlp of ihe land 
under the 20 point (wogratnme. 


Anuther reason behind the tension 
between the landlords and the had- 
jans IS the division in political loyal* 
ties While the landlords suppq^ed 
the Congress; I ) candidate In the con* 
stituency Mr S.N. Sinha, (he harijans 
support^ either the Janata Party or 
the CPI. 

The situation in Kuithi fiigha and 
the surrounding villages continues to 
be tense. The police deployed in the 
area are believed to be “guests of the 
landlord s'* The village mi/kAjya, Mr 
Ram Baran Singh has been 
approached by the district adminis* 
tratlon lo ask the harijans to come 
beck. But rlie hundred or su survivors 
are yet to return. The executive 
magistrate Mr A.B. Singh inspected 
the village on 3 January and has 
assured (hat the relief and rehabi* 
illation measures would be carried 
out and that there would be no more 
violence in the a:ea. The gnvemmem 
however is yet to accept that the 
houses were burnt hy the police but 
still believe that the cluster of houses 
were a well-designed fort with an 
uodergrouiid tunnel for escape. 

Meanwhile the harijans in the ad* 

joining areas, aware of the govern* 
ment's apathetic attitude towards 
them are planning an exodai. Tbe 
ones who are willing co sriy on are 
too terror strickec. 


% W«MiidFdiHiliitti>nM«MtSn*iriiKhan Singh 
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Sweep Helps Loyalists 

The dissidents are on the de/ensivc? 


T he landslide victory of the Con- 
gre^<i(l) in the Lok Sabha polls in 
Gujarat has strengthened the loyal¬ 
ists belonging to the Madhavsinh 
Solanki group while the dissidents, 
headed by Mr Sulanki's former men¬ 
tor Mr Jinabhai Darji, are nn the 
defensive. As the state guvarnmem 
prepares for the election'! ro the 
Gujarai Legislative Assembly in 
March, the Solanki group appears to 
be on inp. 

only Will SoLinki become the 
first chief minisur in the state to 
cumpleic the full term uf five years 
in o/fice, but in all probability he 
would be elected for n second term as 
welli” a top Itiyabst worker said The 
dissident lender, Mr Unrji.hud some 
time ago vowed that he would make 
sure Mr Solanki did not become chief 
minister again. No chief minister hjs 
completed the full term of five years 
in office nime ihe state came into 
being in 

The optonism in the Skilanki camp 
is bei.iiuse the CoiigresH(li won 24 of 
the 26 1.xik Sahha seats from the 
stale While much of the ciedit i« 
being given to Mr Rajiv Oandhi. the 
loyalists al«o claim that the high 
command had picked up most of ihe 
nominees suggested by the Solanki 
group. The Congr-ss(l| |H»lled 5i.24 
per cent of (hr valid votes cast, 
which, however, was lower than the 
l^«0 figure of S4,84 per cent. 

The chief minister has already 
approached the high command after 
the Lok Sabha victory about disci¬ 
plining the dissidents. He has also 
shored up his own position m the 
Gujarat party by informing the sa¬ 
ting iegi&lators that they would be 
given tickets if (he party did well in 
their Assembly segments m the Lok 
Sahha polls. The partv has 142 MLAs 
in the ia2-member slate Assembly 
now and an analysis of the voting 
pattern in the Assembly segments in 
the Lok Sabha polls reveals that the 
Congressdl got more votes in 139 
Assembly consHtuencies while the 
Opposition led in the remaining 43 
segments. 

The loyalists concede that another 
Congressd) sweep in the As.sembly 
polls where a lot of local issues are 
involved, is unlikely But they ore 
still hopeful of doing well, if the high 
commend does not encourage the 
dissidents. This means that the 
SoUnki group wants the CongreeMU 



high i’ummand to follow ihe L^ik 
Sabha pattern in selecting nominees 
of The loyalist group's choice. 

At least two more incentive 
schemes for the poor were in the 
pipeline at the time of writing. The 
state government plans to provide 
fuotigreins at conceasiunal prices to 
nearly one and half crore people 
from fair price shops and arrange for 
completely free education for women 
at all levels, including at (he uni* 
versify and technical institutions. 
The first scheme is eicpected to coun* 
(er ihe price rise and the second, to 
allraci women voterv At present, 
girh get free education up to the 
eleventh standard in school. The two 
scheme* could cost (he eachequer 
about Rs. 77 crorcs a year according 


to official estimates. Dut privuiv 
assessments indicate thui iht 
schemes could cost much more 

While (he Solanki faction has liven 
celebrating its victory in the I.ok 
Sahha elections, the dis&idvni'i have 
been taking stock uf the siiuailon. 
Just us Ihv poll campaign began in 
December, there were reports that 
Mr t)arji was planning to give up the 
eiecuiive chairmanship uf the 20 
Point Programme Committee. Thu 
pnst carries the perquisites of a 
cabinet minister, such as a bungalow, 
an office and a car although Mr Darji 
has never drawn the honorarium that 
goes with It. However, ofter the re. 
suits were known, the dissidents are 
lying low. When asked if he had 
received Mr Darji's resignoiion. Mr 
Solanki denied receiving any res¬ 
ignation so far. 

The dissidents may have suffered a 
seihack, but (hey are certainly not 
out of tha reckoning. Said i« dissident 
leader, "Mr Solanki cannm appropri¬ 
ate the credit for winning the \^k 
Sabha poll all tv himself. The dissj- 
dents ion had worked as hard as 
anybody else.” They also ergued that 
Ihe hopes of Mr Solanki's followers 
to wipe out rhe dishidents whs too 
optimistic. Mr Solunki Joes not wield 
(hat much influence with the new 
Prime Minister.rho dissirlonis argue. 
The dissidents quote the inclusum of 
M* Yogendra Makwana, union minis, 
ter of state in the new cabinet to 
back their claim. 

Mr Solaiiki is at loggerheails with 
Mr Makwana. who as a Kajya Sabha 
member was retained in the 
cabinet, while included in noiiv of 
(he 24 Lok Sabha MPs from Gu.iarai 
wercincluded. In addiiuin. two sup. 
purlers of Mr Solanki m Delhi, Miss 
Kumud Jirshi and Mr Digvijaysinhii 
Jhula have been dropped 
PMAar Man, epmetfadarf 


NEW DELHI 


For Our Fallen Heroes 

A K'ur memorioJ for Ihe Covaify ond Armoured Corps 

T 


'he war memorial which lent its 
riame to the Prime Minister's 
house in the Nehru era has been 
renamed. The long forgotten Teen 
Murti Memorial in New Delhi was 
named the Cavalry Memorial on 6 
January 1985 to pay homage to the 
soldiers of the Indian Cavalry and 
Armoured Corps who have laid down 
(heir lives in the two World Wars and 
in the wars fought by India after 
independence. 

The Teen Murti House, once Ihe 


official residence of India'.s first 
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
now houses a muss*um dedicated to 
him. The building oppoiiite Rashtra- 
pati Bhawan was <*nce used by the 
British conunander-in-chief of India 
and had got ita name from the War. 
riurs' Memorial located opposite the 
main gate of that building. The 
monument, a sandstone column with 
three brooae statues of horsemen 
from the Hyderabad Lancers, Mysore 
lAncere ai^ Kachchwana (Jodhpur) 
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in their traditional uniforms, stands 
on a roundabout outside Teen Murci 
House. Thv cop column of the statue 
is crowned with a horseshoe carving. 
The inscription at the ba^ reads: 
“Their name liveih for evermore " 
Engraved all around the column are 
names of officers and soldiers whu 
died ur were tnissin^ in action 

The statues of the lancers were 
sculpted hy Leonard Jennings in 
1922 and the memorial was originally 
for cavalrymen who had died in the 
Kirst World War during the capture 
of Haifa in the Middle East in 1917. 
which wa« occupied by the Germans 
und the Turks. The Imperial Cavalry 
Brigade which consisted of ihe for* 
mer princely states of Hyderabad. 
Mysore and Jodhpur with detatch* 
ments from llliavnagai. Kashmir and 
Kaihiwai. had taken part in the bat 
lie and had suffered heavy casual- 
ties The moiiumeiii was specifically 
construe red opposite the official resi¬ 
dence <»r the British commander tn* 
chief 01 the Indian armvd forces, who 
ranked only second to the viceroy 
and governor Kencrul during the 
British Kuj. 

iierreiiti A.S Vaidva. ihe chief of 
army staff, himsolt an Armoured 
dorps man has plaved a vital role in 
rededicatiog the memorial in the 



dm. Vaidyt redfdKvttait th* memorial 

Cavalry and its successor, the 
Armoured Corps of Today. The cere* 
mony was to have taken place in the 
second week of November 1984. tra* 


dinonally observed as the Cavalry 
weekend, but the function was post¬ 
poned because of the assassination of 
Indira Gantttii. Ceremonies will ‘be 
conducted here during the Cavalry 
weekend, and also Armoured Corps 
day. 14 April (the day Indian Cavalry 
units switched from horses to tanks). 

The function on 6 January was 
attended by officers of the Armoured 
Regiments dressed in typical Cavalry 
outfits with blue and gray Xamar- 
bandh and shoes with spurs. There 
were also retired generals of Cavalry 
units. Amidst rhe bugle's solemn 
sounding of the Last Post, (he chief 
of amy staff, general A. S. Vaidya, 
escorred by Lt. General J.M. Vohra, 
placed a wreath at the memorial. 
Geuvral Vaidya also dedicated a 
bronte plague affixed on the memo¬ 
rial while the band of the Armed 
Corp’i Centre and School (Ahmedna* 
gar) played the fumral march. In a 
brief chat with thu press. General 
Vaidya said that the memorial would 
revive memories of those who had 
died for the country. “When we pay 
homage to the dead we also look 
upon rhe Teen Murti House and pay 
homage to the leaders of the country 
who lived there and whone funeral 
procession started from there.'' 
rafpnf fafwar. Maw PeW 
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knowledge we have lost m 
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TENZING NORGAY 


The Old Man and the Mountains 

The ailing Sherpo is missing Iho Himalayos 


T he window <>f Roam 307 at the All 
India Institute of Medical Scien* 
ces overlooks the chaos of rush-hour 
traffic and a solid concrete wall. A 
man who has had the rare privilege 
of standing on top of the world's 
highest peak now stares at this bleak 
city scene Tenting Norgay, the con- 
queror of Mt. Everest, is a thin, frail 
figure lodav. A lung infection has 
kept him in hospital for the last une 
month. Ki<i lined but strangely young 
face is full uf ama%emeni as he talks 
about his illness. ‘‘All my life I have 
lived in the mrmntams; lived wtth 
snow. There was never any prublem 
But then I caught pneumonia Bo 
strange, isn't it. so unosuall* 

He pauses, as if to 
consider this odd be* 
haviour on his body's 
part. The mountiuns 
and Ten ring have been 
«in insep<irable part of 
iMch othei and now. at 
71, the biidv hd< sud* 
denlv turned traitor. 

"But onl> the left side 
is had. The rest is okay. 

Nuw everything is 
going tu he fine." he 

reassures himself. 

"There is only a little 
weakness hut soon I'll j 

leave this place, navlie 
in a week." 

The hospital room. 
during visiting hours, is / f 
like a warm, cheerful ^ '• 

gathering of Sherpas. 

Ch’ldren, grandchil¬ 
dren, and friends sur¬ 
round Tensing. Beam¬ 
ing faces Inok upon fairing 

fondly at iheir grand--- 

old man "He has dene so much for 
us.*’ a granddaufditer savs softly. 
*'Not only for the family but for all 
the Sherpas, He has sponsored so 
many children, sent them to school." 
One of the first things he did when he 
came back from the Everest was to 
bring his murher to Darjeeling and 
make a good home for her." 

The same son had run away from 
home at the age of 13. "My parents 
were very understanding, kind peo¬ 
ple. but I had to go and see the 
world." Bom in the shadow of Mt. . 
Everest, at a village called Tsa-chu, 
Tenaing remembers how, as a child, 
he usea tn see the peak rising high in 
the sky, lowering over the other 
mountains. He did not know then 


that it was Mt. Everest. The isherpas 
called the mountain Chumofi/rrgm^ 


nature. 

It would never occur ti; Ten?mg 
that the Prime Minister came lo see 
Tenring Norgay, une of the greatest 
mountaineers of the world. He be¬ 
lieves simply that he is ju.st an exten¬ 
sion of the mountains and any recog¬ 
nition given tu him is meant really 
for the whole Himalayan range. 

One subject Tenzing hates to i«lk 


the "Goddess Mother of the Wind." | atxiuris whn stepped on the summit 
D... .1 ___^ . • of the Everest first. Was It Edmund 


Bui taih name. m«.n nnih.n*.« „ !>„„„«? -w, nev..r o.k 

,h« boy Tho only name thm made and ha nav.r calls u*,- 

w WOM CO him was h.« moihars understand in- 

desert pi ion trf Everest. "The moun Hinrflviklv rhai a ihMir 

tain « high thai.n<vh,rd can fly ov« f„h„ ...uld not .nswar Jeh a pMly 

I.kas best fo, Mourn Evewsi , ...^ha important thing 

There is a certain quiet strength wa» the ream spirit. There were just 
about Tenzing which fame and adula* , two of us on the top. Who wu«i there 
liim have not dtsiurhed. "What did 1 ; to judge which one is lying? Today I 
feel when I stood on the peak? No- ; will say f was first, tomorrow he will 
thing, we had reached, wc had been i say. 'No. I was there before him,’ Our 
lucky, now we had to get hack." ' friendship will be divided Intn pieces 
There are no regrets that his moment . by people asking this question. We 

weitf there ingether, 
that’s all." 

• Even m his hiispital 

bed in Delhi, Tenzing 
keeps track of the 
muumains "There is 

mMr ' good snow this year, 

you say?" lie avks Prem 

|KdHB Chand, u mouniaineer 

friend. Prem Chand 
smiles gently, "You 
• v^7 if must come Tenr.mg, sir. 

Tou were with us last 
year at Bave Camp. You 
luckv for us." "Au- 

\ gu''t <s still far away, 

^ Sherpa whispers. I 

must regain my 

'‘V strength 1*11 he well 

X. soon. It’s just the weak- 

^ ness now. J will de- 

’ finitely cume-" 

The donor}., howev- 
- er. ihini' otherwise. 

Tenzing was in a bad 
tondithm when he was 

-_ bmughi Id the hospital. 

ol glory was 30 years ago. He is \ There was an acute lung infection 
tola 11V contented with his work at the I brought on by pneumonia. The left 


totally contented with his wurk at the 
Mmmiaineering Institute at Darjeel 
ing, "The main thing is that I am 
going To the mountains with stu¬ 
dents. It is peaceful and 1 am happy. 1 
want to go back now." He looks at his 
familv defiantlv. "The cold is not 
good for him." one of them murmurs. 
Ho might gel a relapse. "Tenzing 
turns his head away. A sharp horn 
outside breaks his reverie and he sits 
up." The Prime Minister came 
yesterday. But he also came to see 
me because he loves mountains. In¬ 
dira Gandhi and Pepd<tji also loved 
the moun¬ 

tains* Pandiiji started the Moun¬ 
taineering institute fie reaMv loved 


lung had a largtabscess. But he is 
much better now and the lungs have 
cleared except for a small lesion. 

No one is sure when Tenting will 
leave the hospital Bur the six-week 
follow up ueatment will liegin soon. 
"How will I live m a city?" asks 
Tenzing. "Life is su difficult here " 
For him. a month ; stay in Delhi has 
been loo long and tiresome. Tenzing 
had not wanted his stay ar the hospit 
al to be publicised. Though Rajiv 
Gandhi’s visit was a pleasant sur- 
prisa. the overwhelming attention 
after the visit has made him tired. 


BfceH W A New PeM 
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HEALTH 

HaitlSeU 

UNICEF for social marketing 

T he UNICF.f hii» c ill led hir ^eruiuN 
**firKlal iriarkeimK'* nf (he iiriil 
rehydratmn therapy (ORTf (Uruuah 
TDRHS media iiampaiisn^ in the de¬ 
veloping world. The jusi-reJeesed 
19(15 report on Th^ Si4te nf fhe 
World's Children recalls the exam 
pies of family planrtmg and the 
Creen Revolution where govern 
ments with political will have util¬ 
ised the campaign techniques of com 
mei’cial advortisini; to <pie<<d know¬ 
ledge end moiivaiiun in these two 
areas. The UNICEF has stressed that 
the revolution in child survival do 
pends on the cummunicaiitui of in 
fnrmati<>n to millions of parents and 
that sotial maikciing ha» an im|H>r 
lent role to play m realising the 
putemial of OKT. 

Airtong the ‘success sroiies' in the 
hard-sell of CRT- the report cjtva two 
major examplev radio cummerciaH 
in Honduras and the Gambia where 
the OKT jingle has become some¬ 
thing of a hit song; and a priimoinmal 
project in Nicaragua where the radio 
government stmion in partnership 
with an advertising agency has suc- 
cessfuJIy spread knowledge und use 
of ORT salts sold as Super l.imn- 
nadoV 

While highlighting the impuriance 
of locial marketing, the UNICEF 
report sounds two warning notes: 
One. no media message can achieve 
anything without structural socio¬ 
economic change. Richard Mamdf. 
con>;iiham fur menv .social marketing 
projects in the Third World, is 
quoted as saying (hat the nutritjon 
educator turned iidverrising-agenl 
musr remember never tu permir 
marketing to become a substitute for 
social policy initiatives. Second, it 
must never he forgotten that there 
are inn only similarities bur n/so 
dJtVerrnrev between cumniercial and 
social marketing. The former may. 

* associate products with moods, emo- 
tiiais and irtoimnal ‘images' which 
heighten their desirability. But the 
lalier must necessunlv be eminently 
ratiunal. practicable and with solid 
substance in its message 
■Rie UNICEF also reminds ORT 
campaignets that intensive research 
into the problems and needs of the 
target audience is vital, with con- 
Slant field'testmg and evaluation, 
und a high degree uf profevsitmalism 
to launch a campaign that duly 
works. 


INDUSTRY 

* * 

Tomorrow’s Technology Today; 

indiarf industries to use odvanred techniques 


W hile only half-hearted attempts 
are being made by the country's 
prestigious universities and research 
labs 10 chedr the ‘brain-drain* in the 
country, at least one instiiutioa. Indi¬ 
an Institute of Technology—Afad- 
ra^has evolved what could be e 
solution to the problem. The Madres 
IIT is now in the process of bringing 
Itack Its past students who have set¬ 
tled abroad, doing either advanbud 
research or working to enable (hem 
to share iheir knowledge with (he 
Indian industry. 

On 29 December 1984 and 3 Janu¬ 
ary 198S, the Alumni Association of 
itr, Madras, conducted a two-level 
programme appropriately named 
‘Operation Catch-up' involving a 
num^r of top Industnalists. *The 
programme aimed to provide a 
rudimentary knowledge of advanced 
technologies that may directly effect 
Indian industry,** says Mr Amaran. a 
former student and one of the 
ordinaiors of the programme. 

According to one estimate needy 
2000 ex-students of Madras IIT alone 
have settled abroad. The total num¬ 
ber of Indian engineers end other 
prrifessionals settled in the USA is 
over a lakh. 

The programme covered robotics, 
artificial intelligence, solid geomet¬ 
ric modelling and office automation 
which are rapidly growing fields in 
the United States. In fact, robotics is 
being used by some Indien industries 
and a major national workshop on 
robot ics was organised by Kan pur ITT 
in November. The pTogramme oi^- 
nally meant for service organisa¬ 
tions, consultancy and manufactur¬ 
ing companies and companies look¬ 
ing out for opportunities in several 
other growth areas including artifi¬ 
cial intelligence industrial automa¬ 
tion etc., was poorly attended prob¬ 
ably because it was arranged hur¬ 
riedly. In fact, Dr S L. Rao, a promin¬ 
ent scholar and industrialist and also 
a director tA the Mertur BeardselJ 
Company Limited has remarked that 
such programmes should be popula¬ 
rised as the Indian industry is on the 
threshold of rapid development and 
every manager should know about 
the latest technological improve¬ 
ments. 

A major complaint about Indian 
industry is its lack of knowledge in 
new developments. “Industrialists 
are mere passive spectators. They do 
not try to bring in advanced tedt- 


notogies and are content with pro¬ 
ducing more things using outdated 
techniques," says Dr ?.V. Indiresan, 
a former director of UT, Madras. The 
‘Operation Catch up, Dr Indiresan't 
brain-child was evolvad just before 
his tenure as director ended last 
year. Citing tha example of the 
Ambassador car. Dr Indlresan argues 
that while the Japanese firm Nissan 
hod taken the same design from the 
British principals and improved upon 
it vastly, the Indian cars were exact 
prototypes of a tluee^lecede old de¬ 
sign with minor changes. “Where is 
Nissan andwheru is Hindustan 
Motors*" he asked. 

According to him the government's 
attitude towards technology imports 
has undergone a dramatic change 
and the industry is yet to catch up. 
This may be due to the psychological 
barriers inhibiting the Indian indus¬ 
try about adopting technologies (hat 
are too advanced and bemuse of 
Operational factors. “What is needed 
is an appropriate technology using 
all Che latest techniques which are 
fully devetopad abroad." Dr Indire- 
san says. 

Drtndiresan wants redesigning un¬ 
its to be set up by every industry for 
which a fixed sum of money could be 
allotted. This centre could be used to 
update the technologies to suit Inter¬ 
nal needs. Even the export promo- 
,tion bodies such as sum AIEl (Asso¬ 
ciation of Indian Engineering Indus- 
py) could consider jnsisiing on the 
inclusion of a technical expert on 
eech buying mission going'abroad 
who could evaluate the gro%vth in 
technology and bring it back to the 
couniry- 

S, Ramchandar, chief executive of 
Tubes and Malleables Limited, a di¬ 
vision ofTl group of companiesclaims 
“While technology transfer is an 
essential pre-requisite of rapid in¬ 
dustrialisation, it would be out of 
reach of small and medium enter¬ 
prises because hi^ technology pro¬ 
cesses are prohibitively expensive." 
He suggests some kind of e syndi¬ 
cated Uciltty wherein some of (be 
user industriea could pool their ra- 
squrces and manpowar to get the 
best of techoologiea. Dr Rangarajan 
Jayaraman, a tem researcher with the 
IBM Thomas j- Watson Raaearcb 
Centre. Haw YorW. says robotics hu 
revolotieniaad tha modem Mwn. 
Products ara eharactarliad by Ih^ 
functional effideney,' complantr bt 
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SftI LANKA 

Moving Towards a Holocaust 

New government measures will escalate violence 


naautacture low cent, «ad the ustge 
of integrated ci£^in. coiriQ^cerised. 
digiul ^tems ere.^JnduMoeMiKe-^ 
motion is the only aiftWVr’co kfeep u^p 
wish the ret race in many such adv* 
onced industries.** Computerised de* 
sign techniques are being employed 
iergely by many companies in the 
USA 

According lo Dr Rangarajan, 
robots not only do mechaoical fun- 
cions based upon certain present in¬ 
structions. but are else beginning to 
^Mnk*. The modem industrial rotK>ts 
are fitted with a variety of sensory 
devices using cameras, heat'detec* 
tors or other devices for fleaible 
operation on the shop floor. "These 
Bitificia) intelligence facilities im> 
fvove productivity by as much as ten 
times,says Vinod K- Baira, a senior 
executive in one of the largest US 
telecommunications companies. 
Ceneral Utilities "For many cor¬ 
porations artificial intelligence (Al) 
meant much lest arcane applica¬ 
tions. For instance, at us Stapleton 
airport hub In Denver, United Air¬ 
lines deploys voice-reeogniiion 
equipment to »peed up baggage 
handling. The handlers simply speak 
into the microphone and identify the 
baggage numbers which are 'recog¬ 
nised* by a computer which sends 
away the baggage to the appropriate 
bay. The handling operators have 
improved by as much as 100 times." 

Mr Batre feels that in late l^gOs, 
along with the development of new 
operating software, fifth generation 
computer hardware, artificial inielh* 
gence and speech recognition will 
reach out of research and develop¬ 
ment to offer the business commun* 
ity greater productivity. 

While the ‘Opermuon Catch-up* is 
only a token exercise towards such 
am^cious technology transfer ideas, 
h is a step forward because Indian 
iodusiry for ^e first time, has been 
involved in a meaningful discussion 
on scientific developments by ex 
pelts of Indian origin abroad. This 
‘technology park* concept exempli* 
fled by the Stanford and Berkeley 
Universities was so successful that 

K * e Silicon Valley type of bl*rech 
dustrial region could be born. In 
West Germany too. the Berlin Sen¬ 
ate—Technical University Program* 
me titled *‘Berlin Innovation and 
Business Promotion Centre (BIG) 
h«d ceught on very well and nearly 
25 companies have benefited till the 
end of December 191^4 in the very 
firsi year of iu operation. The Mad* 
ras nr eimriment should also prove i 
cuceeeifuf provided the idea catches 
Vp vrich other research centres gnd 
the induscrialiata. 


S ri LankaH ethnic conflict has 
escalated to such an extent that a 
civil war threatens to engulf the 
nation. Tamil militant leaders in in¬ 
terviews with Sunday expressed the 
fear that yet another bloody chapter 
of anguish and strife hav begun in the 
island, which will lead to a civil war. 
Mr A S. balasingham, the official 
spokesman of the Liberation Tigers 
tif rhamil l^lam (LTTLi told Sunday 
that the Sri Lanka government has 
begun a series of measures which 
have "created the conditions for a 
civil war.** He pointed injt that the 
Sri Lanka government has begun 
engaging the Slnhala civiliam m 
Their war against the Tamils. By 
ordering conscription or compulsory 
tniiiiary training for Sinhala youths 
and forming a new ministry for pub* 
lie mobilisation (intended to fflobll 
i%e Sinhala opinion against Tamil 
"terrorists"I, the Sri lAnkan govern* 
ment has escalated chances of racial 
hnsiihrivs. According lo the national 
security minister Mr La lit h Athulath- 
mudaii 30,000 armed Sinhale civi* 
lians are to be settled m remil areas. 

In enlisting civilians for the fight 
agamst the Tamil lerrorists, the Sri 
Irinka government ha^ shown its own 
desperate situation. There would 
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have been no need to resort to such a 
dangerous move had the government 
been m a position to rely solely on its 
armed forces, but the Sri Lankan 
forces are too small, ineffective. In- 
diKiplined, and tboroughiv demoral 
ised. The attempts at conscription 
prove rhai the war against the Tamils 
has taken a heavy toll un the Sri 
Lankan security forces, a fact vup- 
pressed bv ilgorous censorship. Past 
events show that Sinhala criminals 
and musclemen of the cabinet minis¬ 
ters have been able to wreak far 
greater havoc on the Temils (inno¬ 
cents not militants I ihan the armed 
forces. 

The Tamil mrlliant leaders are 
apprehenstva of e civil war because 
they feel it detracts from the purpose 
of their liberation struggle Their 
intemion hes never been to fight the 
.Sinhela messes but to enlist theii 
support to overthrow the capitalist 
regime and usher in a socialist demO' 
critic political set-up. The tnihtanti 
lament **We just went to drive awav 
the aggressors from our homeland 
We don't want to fight wuh the 
Sinhala masses." 

After the United Naiiuna} Party 
and Mr J. R. Jayewardene came to 
power in 1977, Sri Lanka has steadily 
moved away from the aphere of Indi¬ 
a's influence. Ideologically and eco* 
nomically it has followed the United 
States. Prior to this, Sri Lanka had 
freely acknowledged the fact that 
India was the gmdmg force in the 
sub'continent. Very often, India 
directly intervened in Sn l.anka’s 
doiMstic affairs at Sn Lanka's re 
quest. Now Sri Lanka refuses to even 
accept India’s good office.s, though 
(he events in the island are linked to 
happenings in India The Sri Lanka 
government has introduced a series 
of harsh anti*terrorisi measures be¬ 
tween November and December 
)9B4, taking full advantage of the 
political uncertainty in India after 
Mrs Gandhi's assassination. Mr M.G. 
Ramachandran's illness also coin* 
elded with this phase. The measures 
introduced included the declaration 
of "no man’s lan'l" over a. coastal 
stretch of 3f»0 kms from Mannar to 
Mullaiieevu. The villagers in the 
area have been directed to abandon 
ibeir houses so that a stretch of Und 
100 yards from the shore to the 
interior it totally unpopulated This 
is in order to curb the movement of 
militants, perticulerly between 
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TuiQil N{«;Ju an«J chi* ntinhcin imicsM 
tht* hland. TIus med^iiv )k<«I Hin 
placed 3 lakh ftshiMmcn >slio luvi* 
been deprived (d a Iivi*IiUimmI 

The Tamils ol ihc .nra who miI> 
sidled primarily on sr.iiood .rre 
iteriously affected Vi hicuKii movf 
meni in Jaffna haN .iImi U rn rrv 
incied. All vehicles, milnduie iv 
clev r<K|uiie |Ms<es it» piv-ihr <iii 
ihoririeK hope to restrui iIh* move- 
mem^ of the UTiQri^ts The nutilam 
leaders are happv wiih ilu* siitMium 
because they l>elievc tiui liv upiinii 
for a militurv solmicm, the K^ivern 
muni has precluded ihe (xissihiiiiv ot 
a negotiated settlemeiM --iind .inuln 
ury solution will kdii to the division 
nf the couniry. 

The I.TTM has curhcil tis aft ivines 
because they want Iridta to ariive at 
the conclusion the Tiimds haw come 
to InnK the lutilitv n1 hoUlinK 
ncA'diaiions with the Sri lanka 
ernmeut. The LTTK was also wuiiinc 
tn see 'he outcome id the All l\inv 
Conference (the proposals wliuh 
were lirufieH by Mi lavewurdene 
were suinmunlv dropiK'd i and ot the 
general elections ni Imlia All ibo 
hopes they had vested wiih Mrs tkiu 
dill have been smooihlv transferred 
to Mr R.ijiv (kinUhi. who. ihov are 
cunviiiced, is a ^enjine sympaihiser 

Mr Balasmithum feels that India 
must acknnwIcdAe the ridihlv of 


holding talks with Sri Lanka. Since 
Sinhala ch<uivinisin w'lJl always he a 
sttimblintt block toe the resoluiion of 
ilu' ethnic pioldem. India musi there- 
hue .ippiisiih ihe tinned Nations 
.Mill movi' .1 mol Mill conJemninK the 
Sm f..I Ilk a »;<nerjinis‘iit fur tfrave 
Miil.li Mins of hnnuii riithis. Such a 
siep would isoliile Sri Uinka in the 
eves ol ihe wuild Secondly. India 
loiild lie a I Mile more assertive in 
iidlMetiiing ihe United Stales lo 
|iiL*ssuiise Sri Uiiika to restrain it* 
sell "A stern word from UnUvd 
Stales would (lefiniielv restrain Srt 
' I .anka from plunAintf info an ''all out 
I neniH'idal onslauiht on ihe Tamils." 
he said ’I'he Sri Lanku finverrtmeni is 
kieruna weaker, its economy is m « 

' shambles, the luurist indiivirv hav 
l>eeii stuapish and the industrial sec- 
lor has virtu ally collapsed. Time i$ 
iuiininu out for the Smhala guvern* 
meni .ind the Tamil miliiants believe 
that if the western world refuss'S aid 
and investment, ihe Sri loinkan gov- i 
eminent would be in no pttsiiion to | 
prolong Its war agaitiM the Tamils. ^ 
The LTTK has always ruled out I 
.irmed iniervention by India m le* I 
solving the ethnic crises However in i 
the s'vent of a civil war. they hope ' 
ihai India would imervene to restore 
order 

The opening of Ihe Israeli Interests 
Section in ihe American Kmhassy 
has angeled ihc Muslim community 


in Sri Lanka. The hostility intensi¬ 
fied when several Muslim busidSas- 
men were nffected in Mannar when 
the army went on ihe rarhpage. Now 
II is the turn of ihe Christian com* 
munity to sit up in alarm. The killing 
of a meihodist priust. .laga Rajasing* 
ham and a Catholic priest Rev. Fr. 
Mary Bastian in Mannar has exacer- 
iMted the sentiments nf the Christian 
population. The World Council of 
Churches of various Christian orgu 
nisations are bound to reKi.^iter then 
protest. Moreover, most of the dis¬ 
placed fisliermen in the *'no man's 
land" oro Christians. 

The tune has come for India to lake 
a more assertive role in the island's 
ethnu confiiit, ihu effects of which 
are spilling across the Talk Straits 
into Tamil Nadu. Moreover, wanton 
attacks on Indian Tshermen by the 
Sri Uinkaii coavtai i lardsareincreas* 
ing. Recently, two Indian fishermen 
were killed in Indian waters by (he 
Sri Uinka navy personnel, an inci¬ 
dent That the Sn Lankan govui nment 
chiH>ses to denv. The fishermen oper* 
ating m the Ramvshwuium belt are 
enraged bv this incursuin oniiiru 
livelihomi and in fact even life, and 
are resorting to violent agitatium. 
The aiiackv on Indian fishermen are 
usually not deliberate ucin of pro* 
vncaiion by the Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment. liui the result of overreaciiun 
bv theSn Lankan tiavv It s a "Shout 
first, i^uesiions later" policy. The 
spokesman ol (be LTTH told sVnpav 
I hat such iiK ideors are pan uf an 
orchestrated campaign hy Sri Lanka 
guvernmeni to whip up iinti*lndia 
sentiments However, there can be 
m* jM.siifu’ufMUi fur unv act nf aggres* 
sion Uv the Sn Lankan forces in 
Inditiii territorial waters 

The exodus of Sn Lankan refugees 
into Tamil Nadu has swelled to 
alarming proportions. At the mo¬ 
ment. according lu official figures, 
there ere .^.UOO of them stranded in 
Tamil Nadu. Must of them are poor 
pe<»ple who have fled with little or no 
pussessions. They are spreading out 
over (he coascal districts, and are to 
be found in large numbers in Ram* 
nad. Pudukuttai and Nagapailuiam. 
The official figure.^ do not take into 
account the upper middle class. 
These Sn Lankan Tamils who have 
cut their losses back home are now 
settled in Madras. They hava bought 
up flats and houses here and are 
trying to integrate with the local 
Tamils As the numbers swell, the 
economic amd other constraints im¬ 
posed on the state will assume alarm¬ 
ing proportions which the Tamil 
Nadu and Indian governments cao- 
nor afford to ignore. 

iMs Aettp. MMkae 








NCNVS 


TIBET 


arrested und escecuted a number of 
Tibetans UbeUing them thieves rap* 
istsend criminals. According to some 
Tibetan refugees, they were mostly 
political activists, and not anti*social 
elements* The Chinese also stated 
that the Dalai Lama wouJd be 
I alJowed to visit Tibet only U he 
g acknowledged his past mistakes. 
i But the Dalai Lama refused to 
f change his mind. Finally, the 
* Chinese resigned themselves to re* 
ceiving him in 198S and preparations 
were launched to ready Tibet for the 
visit. Restoration work began on 
monasteries, temples and relics, des¬ 
troyed during the Cultural Revolu* 
lion of the Sixties In addition, 40 
developmental projects were laun¬ 
ched and the deadline set for iheir 
completion was 19BS. 

In October, 1984, a three-member 
delegation led by SS yearold Juchen 
Thubten Namgyal, the seniormost 
Kahion (minister) in the Kasliag 
(Tibetan cabinet-in-exile) left for 
Beipng with the 36 year-oJd Lodhi 
Cyan Gyaltsen and 6S-year-old 
Phuntsok Takla to finalise the detaiJs 
of the trip. 

A surj^ise awaited this delegation. 
The Chinese, instead of discussing 
the 198$ visit, released their terms 
for (he Dalai Lima's return through 
the New China News Agency 
(NONA). When the news reached 
Dharamsela, the headquarters of the 
Dalai Lama's govemment*in^xile, it 
dismayed the moderate Tibetans. 
They had been taken in by Deng's 
policy of liberalisetion in China and 
hed hoped that Beijing would make 
some move towards the political set¬ 
tlement of the Tibetan 


The Dala i Lama; Homecoming? 

The Chinese government doe.s not ivonl him bock 


M^\espiie official and fulsome in- 

■^vitations 10 the exiled Dalai 
Lama in India to return and play *u 
patriotic role' in the futuie of China 
and Tibet, the communists will never 
allow him officially to retain his loJe 
as spiritual leader uf Tibet.*' 
observed John Frazer, an American, 
after his visit to Tiber in July 1*J79. 

Today, five years Uici. (his 
observation has been proved right. 
For the first time, rhe Chinese have 
made their terms public, the m»si 
significant of which i\ ihat if he 
should return he would be allowed to 
live permanently and cumfortahJv in 
Beijing, and not in Lhasa, i hough he 
would lie allowed to gn to Tibet from 
time to time like the Pane hen Luma 
who has been living in Deijing since 
the late Seventies, but wu« allowed 
to visit Tibet only once m 1982 The 
Chinese claim thai ihe DjIji l.umu 
will be made tJie vuv-chaerman of 
the Standing Committee of tht* 
National People's Cougrv^^ (China's 
Parliament) which. Sinoiogistv say. tn 
a figurehead poxiimn. The other 
terms that ihe Dalai iMimu vruu)d 
have In accept are: the uritficution of 
Tibet with the rest of China and u 
silence about the events of 19$9 
which led to hts flight to India. 

Though these terms were formu* 
Uted by Hu Yaobang, the secretiuv- 
general of the Cuineso Communist 
Party (CCP) in 1981. they were kept 
secret till now. The rondiuons were 
discussed in a meeting between a 
aenior official uf CCP's centra) com* 
mirtee and a three*man delegation uf 
the Dalai Lama in Beijing. 

The 49*year*oJu Tenzing Gyatsho. 
the 14th Dalai buna, has taken these 
terms for his return to China, calmly 
In fact, he has asked 8ei ting to clear 
certain doubts and luniusions re¬ 
garding the conditions. The Dalai 
Lama says, "The very fact that the 
Chinese are insistent that 1 return 
and stay in Beijing clearly indicates 
that there are still problems m 
Tibet," He adds that unless the Tibet 
issue is solved by the Chinese to the 
full satisfaction of the Tibetans, he 

could he of more benefit to hiS peo¬ 
ple by remaining outside Tibet. "The 
Droposai of my return is. therefure. 
irrelevant at this stage,'’ he empha¬ 
sises. 

The Dalai Lama has been living in 
self'exile in Dhtramsala since 19S$ 
along with 2,lOd^OO Tibetan refugees, 
who followed him into India. These 


t hr I JHAa 

refugees have been .settled in 44 
agricultural and industrial scttle- 
menls in different pans of India. 

For many years now Beijing has 
been inviting the Dalai Lama tu 
return home, but these invitations 
have been ignored by him. In I98Z. 
the Dalai Lama at a Buddhist con¬ 
gregation (where Tibetans from 
Tibet hrd also come) declared that 
he would visit Tibet briefly in 1985, 
provided he was allowed freedom of 
speech and movement. Also, he 
would take reporters of (he "free 
M.trkJ" with him. He hoped that the 
nUeians who would meet him and 
express (heir thoughts freely to him 
are not punished by the Chinese 
after his visit. The Dalai Lama had in 
mind those Tibetans who had suf¬ 
fered at the hands uf the Chinese, 
when (hey spontaneously welcomed 
three delegations sent by him to 
Tibet in 1979 and 1980. Some of them 
are still io prison. 

The Chinese were takeo aback, 
Thev had been issuing invitations for 
propaganda purposes to rnake the 
world believe that while they were 
keen to have the Dalai Lama beck, rt 
was he who wasn’t responding. Thm, 
the Chinese tried to force tlw Delei 
Lama to cancel hia viaii. They 


issue, tne 
reaction among the refugees was 
unanimous: the Dalai Lama should 
reject the Chinese 'erms. 

The Tibetan Youth Congress 
(TYC) leadership had opposed (he 
Dalai Lima's 1985 trip. Within the 
refugee camp, the lU, 000 -member* 
strong TYC represents the hardliners 
who wouldn't settle for anything less 
than Tibet's independence from Chi¬ 
na. "We don't object to the delega¬ 
tion visiting China but we object to 
their discussing anything but Tibet's 
independence," says Sonam K. Dag- 
po, president of the TYC. 

Another TYC activist said that had 
the Chinese agreed to Dalai Lama's 
brief 1965 visit, he would have rned 
to stop it. "I wouldn't have been 
alone," he says. 

Refugee sources say thet the 
Chinese have already tegun going 
back on (heir 1980 p^icies of liber¬ 
alisation. The Chinese have brought 
in over 100,000 Chinese workers into 
Tibet duhfig the last one year de* 
spire Hu Yaobeng's ennouncement in 
1980 that the ChDieae workers would 
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ht removed from Tibet, Though some 
workers were sent beck, the tide has 
been reversed. The new arrivals are 
being justified on the ground that 
they are needed to complete ecnno< 
mic and technical projects in Tibet 
for which no (qualified Tibetans are 
availubi*'. 

The Chinuae ^ini;e November 19H.t 
have resrriciud ihe freedom of 
worship in Tibet From 19hft to 
Tibetans were allowed to display 
photos of the Dulai Lama in temples, 
homes and even w’ear them as colour 
badges. Now. visitors entering Tibet 
are searched and photos of Dalai 


Lama and other religious objects like 
senptures. imeies. sacred threads 
are confiscated. Refugee sources sly 
(hat the photos of the Dalai lama at 
Potala Ptilace. (he DaUi Lama's tra 
ditional residence, have also been 
removed. Tibetans in western Tibet 
have been advised not to keep the 
photos of the Dalai Lama in their 
homes. 

By announcing the conditions for 
Dalai Lama's return and maintaining 
a silence about a political solution of 
(he Tibvran problem, (he Chinese 
have clearly demonstrated (heir 
rigid siand on this 2$'year^ld issue. 


According to a poHtfcal analyst, 
(he Chinese have offered only a 
'tjLMStrbf pietttf.Tble to die DAi. 
Lama from Dharamsala to Beijing. Tn 
return, the Chinese have not offered 
any concession to his people or 
changed (he present status of Tibet, 
even within Chinese suzerainty. As 
the Dalai Lama says, '^Either the 
Chinese leaders are still ignorant 
about the basic Tibetan issue or they 
are deliberately trying to distort it by 
giving the impression that the issue 
is sontething minor.** 

A. OhmcMto 


NEPAL 

A New Five-Year Plan 

ijif/ (hr (v.'r/iToniv Js st/il flounticrhig 


W Im'j) King fijreiulra of Nepal 
iibhcrved some rime hock that 
his kingdom wus '‘a rich country , 
struggling iiguin.it poverty.” he was 
not far from ihe truth Fur^ihe Himv* 
layun kingdom is in no sha|>c. as the 
King vxpliiiricd. '*lo harness the re* 
soul CVS wv have *' Ami (hui is prv* 
cisviy llie pr<ib]em Nvfiars Sevvnih 
Five Veur Flan {19hf> 90 1 . scheduled 
to be launched in mid'July, proposes 
to (avklu. The objectives of the 
Seventh PIhii, accord i rig to Prime 
Minister Lcikvndra BanadurChand is 
*'10 inerruse production at a faster 
rate, to increase productive employ* 
ment oppui tunnies and to meet the 
minimum basic needs of the people” 
by mobilising ttiv country's internal 
resoiuve.s 

I Although the Plnr looks sound and 
^ fairly objeciive on paper, it does nor 
appear wry convincing, e.spccially to 
those wh(» are aware of the problems 
of the Ncp*dese economy. Nepal has 
been striving for the last three de¬ 
cades in eradicate hunger, unem* 

I {ilovmem. disease and illiteracy but, 
oven after six five-year plans, has nm 
succeeded. It remains the least in- 
I du.strialised country tn South Asia 
unil is among the ten poorest nations 
in the world 

The maior emphasis of the Seventh 
PUin. which is esiimaied to involve 
I an aggregate diwelopmerit expendi¬ 
ture ut r>4,im Nepalese Rupees will 
I be agntulluro. the main occupation 
' of 90 r>ei cent of the kingdom’s 
population of 16 million. Do>puv the 
foodgrain surplus aflei a good har-i 
vest lust year, agriculture cuntmue^j 
to languish. The previous plans have 
done little to improve irrigation faci-' 
Uries. increase the output of fertdis* 
erw and provide for newer farming 
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cnetbods to increase agncultxiral out¬ 
put. However, the hop^ of the policy 
fomiulators of reaching the iake*off 
stage in the agricultural sector by tbe 
end of the S^enth Plan period may 
prove to be unfounded. 

The growth of a viable industrial 
sector is one of (he essential condi¬ 
tions ui the country's economic de> 
velopmcnt. However, (here is not 
much chance of a breakthrotigh in 
the industrial sector, which at (he 
mome n i employs only one Mr cen t of 
the kingdom's workforce. The factors 
whrch are impeding industrial 


growth are too numerous and diffi¬ 
cult to be overcome immediately. 
The Seventh Plan does not appear to 
be paying much attention to the 
development of heavy industries; the 
focus is more on sm dl and medium- 
scale industries. The tardy imple* 
mentation of the Sixth Plan will also 
prove to be a burden for the Seventh 
Plan, which will have to depend more 
on foieign aid and Ioann than the 
previous plan. While 60 per cent of 
the Sixth Plan's resource require¬ 
ments was met by external aid tod 
assistance, there are indications that 
foreign donors and creditors will fi* 
nance 70 per cent of the Seventh 
Plan's development budget. 

Another inhibiting factor is the 
increasingly adverse balance of pay¬ 
ments position which has worsened 
over the years. In I98l-g2, exports 
paid for 30.7 per cent of Nepal’s 
imports. Exports have further de¬ 
clined in iA 2-’83 to only 1B.8 per 
cent of the kingdom's import bill. But 
imports cannot be curtailed either 
because any reduction in imports 
will slow down the development pro* 
cess. 

The trade deficit with India, Nep* 
al’s largest riade partoer, has baan 
going up from Rs 72.90 croras in 
1974-75 to Rs U7.32 crores in 1982- 
83. This is because its exports which 
account for more than €0 per cent of 
Nepal's external trade, have trailed 
far behind its imports. According to 
an economist associated with the 
kingdom's Institute of Third World 
Economic Studies, "The Nepalese 
budget has neither been able to give 
protection to national industries nor 
has it tried to reduce the trade 
deficit with India-’' However, some 
policy makers are aware that for 
'planned development’ the economy 
has to be diversified, dependence on 
India decreased, tbe balance ot tra^ 
corrected and internal resources 
mobilised. But it is unlikely that 
Nepal's economic position will iih- 
prove after the Seventh Plan. 
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Artificial Mouth Designed 

i t's part robotics, part 

_ computer, part bmJogy. 

/ \ It's an ariihciaJ mouth, de* 

I T J signed by a university of 

/^lii!<■ ■ 3y Minnesota research team, 

f that does a year's worth of 
V J chewing in 24 hours. Such 

a device wiU test new 
materials which heye been 
* designed by US dental 

companies—baseif on mixtures of resins and new cera- 
mice—that could be used to improve false teeth, bridges- 
crows and fillings in millions of real mouths. Dr William 
Douglas, leader uf (he team, says that the materials look 
more natural than conventional silver-based fillings and 
gold crowns. 


Aging: An Enigma 

S cientists are still at a f ,J/" ' y. * 

loss to explain why A 

some people live to be BO C 

or 85, robust, can see and H I f] 

hear, albeit slightly less Vv^yliv^ // 
well ihan in thwir youth. Nl /U \ f' 
and why others lead such \ / / 

miKerable. painful live* y \ / 

before dying. Currently. \ / ^ )/ | 

science offers no antidotes ^' ■ ■ ■ ■ I 

to aging, no magic potion, no fuuntain of youth, only 
some tantalising clues about what may be governing this 
inevitable procesf^. 

Old people suffer from a host ol ailments: dementia 
< where the patient loses mental powers like intelligence 
or memory), cancer, arthriiiv been problems, pneumu- 
nia, etc. However, the cells of older creatures are able to 
carry out. though rather unsteadily, the tasks that keep 
the body going, such as utilising nutrients, removing 
wastes, repairing gene damage and manufacturing vital 
protein molecules. 

Cerontologistv—those who study old age—put forward 
two theories for aging wear-and-tear theories, based on 
the assumption that the environment is responsible for 
wearing the cellx down; and genetic clock theories, 
which assume that the genetic make up of its body 
dictates its death. A Japanese researcher, Takatoshi 
Ighikawa or the Cancer Institute in Tokyo stipulates that 
during a lifeipgn of VO years, the tcil'^ indomitahle 
enzymes, proteins iliemselves. may perform nearly 128 
billion repair jobs 

Among the chemical ‘culprits' are lipofuscio ta fany. 
brown pigment! ’and glucose (a sugar). Glucose may 
actually be a prime cause of aging, li damages the 
proteins, including collagen, the mam component of the 
connective (issue that supports and enmeshes cells. In a 
teat tube, glucose binds collagen fibres together, and 
such Unking has been observed in the tissues of elderly 
people as well. It also occurs in cooking (for instance, in 
the skin of a broiling chicken). 

Researchers say that there are ways of prolonging life. 
Anii-oxidaht* like Vitamin E and limiting food Intake 
could help. Roy Walford, one of America's leading 
reaearchers on aging, observes that many of the immun^ 
jMtem deficiencias that accompany aging can be tack¬ 
led ^ undernutrition. Food reatrkcion does nut appear 
to work through the hormones that iriggar growth 





Hypersensitive Insect 

T wo American scianlists 
have come out with a 
remarkable discovery* the 
*and scorpion is able to 
detect vibrations in sand, 
which is a bad medium for 
conducting seismic sig¬ 
nals, by the movement of 
an insect as delicate as a 
mirth The two scientists— 

[>r Philip Brownell of Oregon stale univer»ilY and Dr 
Roger Farley of the university of California at River¬ 
side—were observing the nxiurnal behaviour nf a 
colony of sand scorpions on a dune In the southern 
Mojave desert near Pain Springs, southern California. 
The sciumisis would use lanterns to atrract moths; once 
a moth touched the sand, the scorpion would instantly 
ensnare it. They also noticed that the scorpion was 
shortsighted and could neither hear nor smell. In an 
experiment (hey found that a moth which was i rapped 
above ground, near a scorpion, could elicit no response 
from (he scorpion even when beating iis wings furiously. 
This showed that the scorpion could not detect, m the 
air, the presence of ns prey So as a luriher lest the 
veientitts disturbed the sand with a twig. Thin sparked 
off a vigorous attack, precipitated by the mechanical 
vibrations 


Bacteria: The Snowmakers 

T he bacterium, pufudomnnas syringae. is being tested 
by ski resons in Colorado. DSA. that determine 
[ whether it would improve standard snow making 
' methods on (he slopes. The maker of a product called 
I Snomax, which uses the bacterium, .wys it produces 
. more snow than standard snow-making methods and at 
[ warmer temperatures. Large concentrations of Snomax 
are injected Into underground snow making pipo.s ai a 
rate so that every drop of water comes out with «in ice 
nucleus around which snow can form. 

New Drug for Alzheimer's Disease 


S cientists in the United 
Slater have come out 


I (9Siale5 have come out 

I wHh H drug that could help 

I / . in the treatment of 

J ^ ^ Alzheimer's disease, 

^ \y ^ which occurs in uld age 

L ^ ^ V. and lead.s to ine weaken- 

P ^ ^ \\ mg of mental powers. Pa* 

i f y / tients suffering from this 

/ . 1 I 11 «^ i disease lack a brain che¬ 
mical called acetylcholine, important tor learning and 
memorising things. It is with little success that scientists 
have tried to tackle the disease with drugs that boost the 
levels or prevent the breakdown of this chemical. 

The medical team of Daitmouch-Hitchcock Medical 
Centre lit Hanover. New Hampshire*, implanted pressu¬ 
rised rubes under the skins of four patients to pump a 
coniinuous trickle of bethanechol chloride, an acerylchty 
line-like drug, to their brains. Prior to the experiment. 
s<*me ot these patients were so severely demented by the 
(liM.‘ase that they could not dress themselves or run 
errands. But after being administered the drug, the 
results were remarkable: all four improved noticeably. 



VARIETT/Khaas Baat 


ff 6 jl:Aa was fluuehng 
around wUh unbound¬ 
ed joy the day the election 
results start^ coming in. 
She was not interested in 
any party winning, but her 
concern was (or Amitabh 
5achchen. She was shoot¬ 
ing that day and she kepi 
running to the radio. As 
Amitabh*s lead skyrock¬ 
eted so did Rekha's joy. *1 
knew he would win. He is 
too big a man to lose any¬ 
thing. Remember he even 
fou^t Va/na end won. My 
respect for him has grown 
much more. I feel this i$ 
the beginning of many 

t reat things to coma for 
im," Rakfio gushed. Is 
this also the Mginnirtg of 
nice .sweet times for 
Rekha? 

4 m<fi Fa/eker is now 
concentrating on Ben¬ 
gali films, not because he 
did not want to survive in 
Bumbay, but because Hin¬ 
di films did not want him. 
He tried directing Mkrietj 
but did nut succeed. He 
has JuAt completed Ank- 
ehee and his survival in 
Kindi filmdom will de¬ 
pend on the success of this 
film. But he seems to be 
liking Calcutta, "1 feel 
very comfortable here. It’s 
a great feeling. The money 
is not so good but the satis¬ 
faction is always there.*’ 


Puenam IHiIIIoa: kind* 



RcUia wftk Anarwdha defll la t'be* 


P oonam DhUIop has 
never been the cher¬ 
ubic flirt after Ramesh 
ra/war, the young director 
jilted her to marry the girl 
his parents chose. What 
put Talwar off the Dhillon 
trail was the presence of 
Raj Sippy, the reigning 
playb^-f inarwier-d irector 
who dangles carrots be¬ 
fore starry-eyed giils. At 
one stage u became the 
Tal war-Dhill nn-Si ppy 
triangle. Poonam. howev¬ 
er, completed Zamaana 
which Talwar was direct- 
iitg but their* is just a 
naam ka waasre rela¬ 


tionship now. “1 still have 
to get u*ed to living all by 
myself.” Poonam Dhillon 
cries. There are many 
others ready to wipe her 
tears, and ii will soon be¬ 
come tears of joy. 

F arooquv Shaikhytho 
tried to lake advantage 
of Amo! Falekar's depar¬ 
ture to Bengali films, is 
also on the verge of total 
defeat. Initial success in¬ 
toxicated him and he 
St aned aski cig for fa bu lous 
prices. Hitexplinanon: **1. 
want to do just ■ limited 
number of g(M>d roles. 


Hiose who want me will 
have to pay me my price." 

S ilk Smitha has no pati¬ 
ence with anything 
that bars her wav. And she 
believes in dning things in 
style. Once she made her 
producerfan her with a 
cardboard when the power 
went off. She rants public¬ 
ly against the censors for 
using the scissors through 
her seductive scenes. 

Maya Mohini)n which she 
plays the Heroine and 
matches her talents with 
JavamMinian^ Atwradha 
wi) I soon hd relea sed. 
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This India 



BOMBAY: A hamhandvil railway 
pahcemdii fuund himHelf at the wron^ 
end of (he bdion at rhv WadaU elation 
Che other duy. In the coitr^e of a 
routine roi:ndup uf uciauthorUed com- 
mutcvs in the ladies* compartmeni, rhe 
cop Krabbed a person dressed in jeans, 
pulled the 'culprit' out of the train and 
proceeded tying the person'^ hands in 
a methodical fashion. Suddenly, (he 
person snatched away (he hands, flick¬ 
ed off a shoe and started thrashing the 
cop right royally. It turned out that the 
'culprit' was a ndlitary nurse dressed 
in unisex clothes. The near siK*fuot 
lady let the cop go only after he fell 
grovelling at her feet, seeking forgive- 
ness—7x1 dran Express (K.S. Mabating- 
am. Bombay) 

NAGPUR; A young bank officer could 
not vole in the recent elections as his 
name did not figure in the voters' list, 
instead, he was hookeil hv a marriage¬ 
able girl's father wo it mg outside a 
party pandal. Presuming that the list 
included his name the young man 
proceeded towards the polling booth 
but was startled not to find his name in 
the list. Disappointed, he was abaul to 
return home when a man in his late 
fifties sitting on a dais outside the 
polling booth called out to him. 
“Young man, your name is very much 
there in my list.” The grateful bank 
(rfficer eagerly approached the old 
man to see the list' only to discover 
that It was the ^marriageable candi* 
dales' list' which the old man was 
talking about and not the voters' liai— 
Nafipur Timet (8. Farah Deeha Abidi, 
Amravatl) 


VARIETY 



BHOPAL: In one of the polling booths 
in Raipur, a couple arrived by scooter 
and went to separate polling agents of 
the Congressfi) and thr BJP Then 
logic was thai while the husband was 
voting for the Congres&fl). his wife 
would vote lor the BJP and their 
young son. who followed them on the 
monied, would vote for an Indepen¬ 
dent The three said that they believed 
in democracy r.nd every member was 
at liberty to vuppmi the candidate uf 
his choice^* Yoiitpur Times (Jvotirmoy 
Roychuwdhurv. Nagpur) 

GUWAHATI: A ktlugramme in Assam 
now 'weighs grammes One-kg 
weights having SO grammes lets are 
said to have bs*en in cirvuliMion and 
thereby unsuspecting customers are 
being deceived bv the unscrupulous 
trailers and hawkers It is said that 
ptsiple clu&t* to the trading world know 
that thvie are under*weights in the 
markets ot the state. Two such mte^kg 
weights were res’enilv detected at 
Tihu hataar when a trader was using 
them—Tbt* A.ssam TnhutM* (San^eer 
Sinha. New Delhi) 

HYIU'.RABAD; An independeni candi 
date contesting from Medak and Niaa 
mahad constituencies in Andhrn 
Pradesh has hit upoi< a novel method 
of attracting crowds to his meetings 
The candidate. Cantu Babu, dances on 
the dais and also sings while dancing, 
providing enteriainmeni to the peu* 
pie. He goes round the constituency in 
a cycle rickshaw and one of his elector¬ 
al promises is “supply of free liciuor”-^ 
indiun Express ^Dhanpairai Agarwal. 
Tadepalligudeni) 

BERHAMPUR: Only one person cast 
bis vole on 74 December I9K4 at Nalia 
Knuagaon of (he Berhampur Lok 
ftabha constituency, ignoring the poll 
bovcoii call by fellow villagers. The 
rest of the villagers boycotted the pull 
alleging (hai no welfare measures 
were undertaken in thetr area—i/idian 
Express IP. Sutyanarayona Murihy, 
Gudivada) 

SR1KAKULAM: The electorate of 
Kolia villages in Parvathipuram par- 
Uamenury constituency, bordering 
Orissa and Andhia Pradesh, exercise 
their franchise officially (wice in every 
election, according to Mrs Chandana 
Pval, joint collector and returning 
officer of Parvathipuram. She says 
that both the states have b^n claim¬ 
ing (he villa^ and at (he time of 
elections, polling booths are set up by 
both the .states. The proctue is being 
carried out for the list IS years— 
Indian Express (8 Rao. Vtshekha* 
paman) 


M w us. »• ««>» mm m 


Without Comment 


Pulitical leaders are different 
from politicai dealers. Sometimes 
dealers surceed but they don't 
lead the country, (hey deal with 
the country. Coaling with the 
country successfully at a particu¬ 
lar lime IS not leading the na- 
i)(»n—Chandra Shekhar in The 
Week 

Our people believe in symbolism 
and 1 have become one of the 
symliols of the Janata govern* 
meni in the state. This i$ Indian 
culture—Ramukrishna Hegde in 
India 7V>duy 

The oppcivition behaved like chll* 

I dren lighting nvei whether (hey 
should have chocolates or cakeo^ 
l>atta Samant in The Te/egraph 

i We want an opp<Mi(ion. But it is 
not our jnh ui develop them. They 
are all over 21—Arun Nehru in 
Bhrr 

In many ways it's similar, if you 
imagine India as a huge aircraft, 
but wiih j much longer response 
time—Kajiv Gandhi, when asked 
whether the training he goi as an 
airline pilot was relevant (o his 
present )ob. in Newsweek 

A happy love life is for juveniles 
and cretins. Anyone who feels can 
never aspire (o an untroubled 

K * velife—Pritish Nandy in 

rmxne 



If one day there's a holocaust in 
the world, it's in Calcutta that life 
will come back—Dominique 
Lapierre, famed nrvelist, in 
Ceiebrity 

There is no co uma of the Third 
Wor1d...l think there is no differ¬ 
ence between a good film from 
India and from any other part of 
(he world. A film carries itself— 
Jeanne Moreau, chairperson of 
the lOth international film festiv¬ 
al Jury, in Indian Express 



VA RIETY/SuN D A YWEE K 


BEGINNING 20 JANUARY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


MIES (IS A0rtUl4 ttiv) TM 
p9*^‘^^rn] w««K 1$ psfKulwly gM lof 
W 9^ sporum^rv som« of you wil 

honours. Th« ponod 
■IvOf'S touslly lavourao^s tor 
thosa in $arvica s profr>olK>n canrroi M 
njiad oui. Rowavof. businetcnien should 
rafrain from taking hasly dacisiona Fnanda 
and ratal ivas will ba va^ haiplul lo you Ttva 
waaH Lovars can go ahead with marrtaga 
plans Qut wttch your haaith cioaaty thts 
watfk 

toad datai: 21. 23 and 24 
Laaky aumban: i, 3 and S 
Eavoarabta dlftcttaa: North*«raai 


ISO (11 Siiait 14 Saataft- 
tof) Yogr fconomic status 
|j^51 will aiaadiiy datanoraie. A 
aVto ^ di atfnca. try and Wa 
kbCalaa*J wtfhtn means. Cireumsi- 
ancas may torce you to change your 
caraar Out oefora doir)9 so conauH your 
eidafs. However. Fie weak <a pamewiarty 
ravourioie tor aportsman and commaroel 
ariisis The pef«d la ako good lor love and 
matrmomai aitancea Avoid undertslung 
lOurnays itaa week, 
toaa Ms: 22. 22 and 24 
Udv aemtorr 1. S and $ 

F i aeanaia auaato e ; Norih*eaai 



:MfrTMIM (19 Piwltfr^ 
14 Jiaa«y) Daapita tossea 
on the tinancrai troni moat ol 
you will make sieedy prog* 
ress ihia week The domeabc 
Ironl protTuaes lo remain inspiring. M you 
are tr> love this is the opponuna lima to 
propose mamaga. BusmaMman and pro? 
iassior^ ahould noi twsitaia lo taka risks. 
Sportsman loo'wik ba rewarded lor lhair 
dedication. However, do not neglect your 
health. 

Bead Mr 24. 2$ and 26 
Laskv nMan: 4. 6 and 6 
Pavaarsbia dlracVae: South-aani 



TAUflUl (U liav-14 M) 

This IS tha right hma for 
businessman to embark on 
new vaniuras. But profas* 
sionais should be cauvous 
while afAimg with their superiors Those 
unampv^rad are iiktiy lo gat lObs durmg 
this lucKy phase Lovars are advised lo 
steer clear ot eli conirovtrsias Financially, 
ihia IS a good phase but svoel exuava* 
ganee Those above Ihe age of 40 should 
he cerafui aboui ihair health 
toad dalas: 22. 24 and 29 
Lasby aemSan; i. 3 and 6 
PaaoarM direettoa: Eait 


V1R60 (Id Saplatibaf—14 

Ototor) Woman are kkefy to 
fy gat marnad during this 
^ _£SK Pe^ For thoaa m love, this 

, If the ngnt nme to sotva 

fTisunderstand^ngs Thie m also I favour' 
abia panod foi busitwssmen oo noi 
Wa lo taka nska brotatawM loo will ba 
rewarded for thaw woiV. FmanoaHy. this is 
not a vary bnght phase check extrava- 
ganca Keep a ahvp eye on yom haaftn 
and diet 

dead daiaa; 21. 23 and 29 
LaeSy aaHn; 3 4 and 5 
Faieeralla dtoctoa: West 


a CAMiCOdN (19 Jatwaiy-*14 
Fabnary) Fmaneeiiy. ihia la a 
lucky week acme Of you will 
gam mortey from unaxpaciaO 
sovrcaa. Iha patrod fa tfad 
good for sportsman and artiita. The 
domestic from win remain peaceful. 
The uma is ado favoursbia lor lovara: if ybj 
have marriage plana mis is the right time to 
axacuie 4 However, profasSior>ala should 
be dtptomaiic while dasimg with thair su-* 
periors pr coMaaguas 
toad dtlai; 20. 23 ar'd 29 
Iwty aamton: i, 9 ar>d 7 
PavMrabla dktcHaa; North 


nV^CEMINl (19 Jwa-U Jelyf 
Tha weak ahead 'S lucky (or 
19 \ j' all of you Businesiman wiH 
r r' Sr 9®' f*ew ODportuninea id ex- 
panel their business wh4e 
professionals will make steady progress 
Among siudenis ihosa whn have 
appeared for competitrva axaminaf«ns will 
borne oui wifh livmg colours Ort lha 
financral ironl, some of you are lAeiy to 
inherit waeim Your health too wiH improve 
during this lucky period 
6aad daiai: 20. 23 and 26 
Lashv Mmtors’ 3. 6 and 7 
Favaarsbia dlractiaii: North 


IIIRA (19 Ostabat-14 
MpiMart You wH have ic 
bonow money to hda over 
ih« lean penod Profession* 
all are advtsad to be more 
diiigchi regardino ihair work. At home a 
member of your family m«y suddenly feS 
a«ck. adding to your worries However, fh% 
IS a favourable penod lor thoee vi love end 
waiur^ to get mamed a loumey lowaiu» 
the end of the weak wdl relive you of all 

B ianvona. 

Mk 20. 22 M 24 
iKky aMton: 7 9 »>d 9 
rs veiiraWa 0m Om Bast 


AOUABHJS (19 Pabrwiy-14 
I Marsh) This n not a good 

r*—»»to seitia legal dispuies. 

Financially, this is a bleak 
I .-y -n-r: J phase you may sutler losses 
bui do not gel upsei as ihis is only a 
passing phase Slow progress in all your 
dealings may sirain your pahence but avokf 
laiung hasiy daoaions. Your haahh wlh add 
10 your worries The weekend wifi keep you 
busy with socei engagements but do nof 
neglect your work 
Baad latas: 20, 25 and 26 
Ucky Auntors: 3. 4 and 9 
Pamrabla toastlae: East 



DWCEF (IS M^*14 to(ml) 
This weak someone dose u 
you wiP be working to ambar * 
rass you Al office you are 
likely to incur the dia^easure 
Of your superiors CxarCiSe rasttairu in 
dealkrig with such a situavon. Your health* 
will add lo youi worries However, ihis is 
the nghi time to solve legal disputes. 
Lovers can go ahead with marriage plan 
A pleasure inp is m the olfing. 
toed detaa: 2i, 24 end 29 
Lucky numMrs: 2. 4 and 9 

Favourable aiitdlaa. Souih*west 


SCOBPIO (19 WivaaM 14 

Dtsaatof) Sociai engage* 
ments wi'l keep you occu* 
pted tor moat of the weak bui 
avoid mixmg business with 
pleasura Businessmen shouM davoia 
more time to thee busmess. Taka ihe 
advice of friends and aidars betora takir>g a 
crucial deciston For those in love, th« is 
not tha right Sene lo get merried. A pleaeent 
surpree awaits you at (he end of (he weak, 
toad Mr 22. 24 and 26 
Leaky asMo; 2. 4, g 
FavamMa Mtor South 


■ PISCES (19 Marto-M M} 
The week es particularly lucky 
for lovars: you may go ahead 
with marriage plana. 
6us.nes$man are advised Ip 
push their efioris to the utmost, Prc4aS' 
tionala smil also mske steady fieadwa/ 
However, some of you are likely to euffaf 
loeaea this weak. Ai t«me your wife or one 
of your relatives may auddenhy fall aick! 
Avnd unQeriaking piasaure trtpa. 
toM Mk 21, 24 and 29 
UMry n—baif 2, 7 and d 
FarMsMa MraettM; North wesi 


B . FarttaaabefieattoM.tlaivtMMaBTiMI' 


__'o^4iiponj«wiotadvica Fb^sbomduringiruappnoflwdfoatogoodhousawii,^ t. 



iVMttoaiv • poo'mo««. Whito mufi In tir 


hdl« on OtAtorp UMHik 


ItMl MftA 
MM i-Ml 

HiroMIng tho bi 


HeroMInf tho bOflnnO^ Of $ Mrrttato 
Binimam iMOoil^ mod* pOMibio »v 
WMit’t lotOlo with ino«o if il ^-ci 
MO 1|EMMt7^N-ft4i*ll(Moon 
9m 9m9fmK m 1l MO mi on 



t1K-4l H-mi 


MICHAEL STEAN 


Bridge 


WwO you OACV your ch o n ow m Hi 
OtOfrmnm «n tho M boOw^ You now 

S I W. «»on It MorW ehornpiomhlo Hwol. 

iitf you. you urtii Mw« » pOv R cO*offy 
ond onemmir impirtoa dilvico 


lifwv ywr chonooi m Ibi 


loi Pio HdOno In iho moteh 
iWy wd iiotn: 


Morm 

Ffoneo 


Soucn HHI 
OoFiieo ChOQH 


#10 7 

OOft 
t Kt 
♦ Mil 


OMWEoft GomoiH 

(k 10149 
#KQB49 


1001702 


H 

W 

t 

A09 


# A09 
f AJI 

# AJ 7 

#A 


Irin w) 

># 

Me 

Me 


t KOJ0042 
■ 7 

JQ.O. 


Oedirer woo }*w ipede leed. cwhed the 
•ee of «hiH. «uffid e woH, ond led tH 
im of c*ubi ffom the tible. Cait oifled 
vrith the • of diemondi end we» owW' 
lufled. The dodew p^tyod ece end 
onethef dio*fiond end weet. on leod. hod 
ne mere epodio. Wion fVio lomolning 
twope «»o^ oliyed off ho foee coupM in e 


042 


CMre niff wW die 0 ol #emendf 


■n erw. W7«f« iftor «llr wm IhO dottiior 
tiylAo » do, looding the Ung of ekibi 
bofo*> dreodng tnimpeV Out muM effhor 
refrain frera nimng of rwff edth Ihe gueon. 

MeonwW. the graol ChOH*« ol ee 
meny orillleneloe. rnteied one when ho 
felled IP drop the kitig of diomendi under 
theoee. 


ffovleertna one of Vieter Mello'i 'Anlmot' 
book*, t romerlied i Hne eourly thot I 
eiouW hove dMoeoed in thrae llm of • 
doei 10 wtiWi ho devqied ihrao poffoe. No 
eucA crhlekani eppHee (o I Ctnionto Vde 
IMKhuon. CM), which corulne 200 noet 
prebfewie In ttie middle ranoe> 


TERENCE RFESE 


Quiz 


OUISTIOMO 

1 . Whei.do the toNowng o>dC«e hove 
oonvnon. Modogescer. Sn Lir>kfl, Ir# 
iind. %w ^neo end Crete? 

2. The ipnMtfN of Mthotma Gondhi is n 
OdM. Where ie the eomodhr of h« wile 
Koetuftt 

3. m eichemy. whet euOotence is said to 
turn a bPM msoi nto gold? 

4. Whl^ weH*khowf> spirM aleo known as 
"ienever'' and "aehnaops.’' i$ diaMed 
from men ono Mrloy and flavoMred «nth 
)imlper harhH? 

9. Die Rueefar Mnga ware Known na 
Czert. What vara 9>a German Kmgs 
caiad? 

$. 2 eeiM le the tormer neine ol whioh 
Eti ro paip GoofWy? 


7 Name me fwnous Indian ecaennsi and 
lonner chairman of the Atomic Enei^y 
Commission of India who was lulled an 
aircrash m (he Alps si 1066’ 

8 Name mo rank m the ln#an Av Force 
pquivaleiK lo mafor m (he mowi Army’ 

9 What m ma Mm. me itehan crane 
organisalion Imoem as In me Oi4ed 
Stales’ 

10 Name the pnoet or fnar who is 
assooBied wOi the aOveriUses of Room 
Hood m Sherwood Foresf 

11. Gwy SoOers was mo first cncAot c rIO 
fW sa sixes m e sdcberi overm brat dess 
cnckei. Who wes the bowler? 

12. How IS Jaen Francois Ma.ie Arooet 
better I 0 wen as? 

13. Which cdy # WHin as ma Uanchee- 
lei of lr4ia? 


14 Whai IS the coHeciive noun of UirKs 
called’ 

oogeiieie uv t l 
peoepeujMV CL 
'•m 

•| 0 A letuM'joMdosofigd MSuejj aqx 'Zl 

i^SOH uJKBitw H 
Jtvd 01 
SJisoN eeOQ om ^ 
jepee*i uojpenb$ *8 
OLtoeuB nuOH lO X 

HieuAieg *9 

'«•*•>! S 

•UfO b 

auois s.iOMdosoiiL^ 441 % 
aotttcl »M)i 

•by eii P apunoiO omi te 'vuood ^.'9 
epgaiei iit eit ^ i 

tmm 
















TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU OUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Word Play 


WH Sharpener 



To which caTegory of i1ku«(rAiion»: <j|oup 1 or Group II 
below, does (he diagram above belong? 


The object of this hexagonal word meie is to fii In 12 
aix letter words into the blanks, according lo the clues 
given below. Each word is to he entered around the 
appropriate number in this maze, beginning at the 
triangle indicated by the short line. Proceed one letter 
per space, either in a clockwise or ami .clockwise direc¬ 
tion. The direction, in each case, is for you lo determine. 
Clues: 

1 Winding around a centre. 

2. Very sad. 

3. Babv pig. 

4 Relating (u a metre. 

5. High school exam? 

6. Wherv lennis may be played. 

7 Decors shifted 

a. Very strict 

9. Wurk^ as a sculptor. 

10. Food for a bunny! 

11. Fear or dismay. 

12 . Prgwn. 


Namegame 


If Madame Tory is Margaret Thatcher, who are the 
fulluwing: 

India's Glury. 

Medallist Swimmer. 

Carry on, Legs. 

Nimble Cartwheeler. 

London's Delight, 

Actor Bygone. 


Really? 


Did you know that the cricket has its ears on its knees 
and the butterfly, on the base of its wings! 


Quizbizz 


How many things beginning with S can you think of 
which can be worn un yuur feel? 



MIOAV Mf-m IMS 






















TEASERS 


Whaf s in a Wont 


Solutions to Usi week's Teasers: 
CrypiocToss: 





> >1 


Can you sort out ihii fruit cocktail? What other jFlA|S|T |l IN|G F | L I E 
meanings do thesv fruit* have? ~ 

LeTion f“~t . SI y\ ^ J 

Prune 6 I L c A N 

Banana^ —~—7-- - .1, ■ _ 

V c v/ Y s” j" 

Mandarin i) ^ j4 •$ 7 jt •$ 

Raspberry T H D K P F 


Rgure It Out — 

II— — — — 
. I Shape Sleoih: 

^ I N«, 5. Imagine ihe first 

Mjuarc in each hnritonial 
. [ line being superimposed 

r ^ ^ ► «m the second square. Cer* 

s lain lines overlap. After 

YOU remove the overlap* 
ping lines> you are left 
f wirh the pattern in the 

* third square. 

' ■ I / Quick Think: 

There were seven. They 
' were two little prls, one 

^ \ little boy. their father and 

mother, and their fathei's 
parents. 

■ __ J Wit Sbarpeoer: 

Ram is 14 years old (clue 

a) and Sisir is not 13 (clue 

'_ _J b). Therefore Sisir must be 

12 years old and comes to 
school in a rickshaw (clue 

b) . Barun does ooi cycle 

^ * and Si* he must come by 

bus and his surname is 
Mukherjae (due d). Sisir's 

Utini numbers from Ho 13. WI in numbers elong i^he mineme Is m (clue 
diiaentls. one in eech section of the illostrMton, so ihet e) end th^ow ti must bt 
em* semi^iegonel edds upto 28._Son, end Rem t sunieme Is 


u SJ *4 

: Q M 


Bose. To summarise; Ram 
Buse, aped 14 comes by 
cycle, ^run Mukher.iee, 
deed 13 Lome* by hus. 
Sisir Sen^ aged 12 comes 
hy rickshaw. 

Scrambles: 

Palesiinei China, Argenti' 
na, Yemen. Bermuda. 
Angola. Israel and Algeria. 
What's tn a Word: 
Chinchilla, Assassin, 
Propriety, Mesmerism, 
Clinging, Abominable. 
Miodbemler: 

The Sheik loaned them a 
camel so that they had 18 
to be divided. T^en the 
first son took 1/2 (that is 
9). the second took 1/3 
(that b) and the third 
look 1/9 (that 1 $ 2). 
Blockbuster: 


p c T i 













)(2X2X£J (sx: 



gOeM Sim/ 

d^*«y /^£it J\£im 

Jj^. M vvi 

4t<M J 


6000 M 0 tUJIN 6 W NAME 
l6 UNU5 VAN PECT AMP 
U£BE TO TEl L TOU 
ABa*r 'TUE 6ttAr fOMfKIN ” 



fW. I MAVE 60 ME LirUATUAe NE^E 
TnAT I UN I.6AV6 WtTNW. ANP. y 





I'M SOEIRV. (i« HME 
OuAOdM CHIMCM 


I PIPN'T 5AV 
AMYThlM6 AEOlTT 
choacm: 





DONY sneeze your OAYAViUY. 



9t 3 COM rwn you/ doy. Pu/vTy nose, congosl/on snd a hesvy fiood. Typ/ca/ 
>m& Qi a Gota. ViAj auffar Your oay syffers, iW)y not do me sens/Oie tftt/w 
denn frs a speoaiiy loimote/ed Odet hx coMs. So convviM Such a tetfef* 


why!ff 2 


r» 
































DELHI DIARY 


“I” or “U’7 

W hy wd\ Arif Moh<im 

mad Khdn not made 

d minister of siaie with 
independent chHrpc? This 
vminpoKl'ever minister {he 
became a deputy minister 
when ho was and a 
mill islet lit slate a year 
lalof. now he is 3)) should 
have been prom in ed, con- 
sicferini! thdt (rhuUm Naln 
A2dd, II nut hot yuunu 
minister, has been elo 
vaieil Irimi deputy minis 
lership *1 lie pMittolio allii 
cated til Arit MohammaU 
Khan is iinpnrtaiii^^mdus 
iry and company iiffdirs— 
sshich has been retained 
hv the hunt Minister Km 
ol) practt al purposes, he 
IS the industry ami loin 
pnnv at I JUS minisivi 
Then why was he mn ftiveii 
independent charge? One 
explanation could he the 



\rif VIohdmmiKf Khan 

alphabetual uiilef of 
names Anf with an “1" 
precedes Arun with an 
“V " Hence, in the list of 
mimsteis ol state without 
ihdependent ih.irBe. had 


Arif Mohammad Khan not 
been Ihcie. then Arun 
Kumar Nehru would have 
been at the top. Perhaps, 
after having decided to cut 
the Member of Pailiameni 
from Kae Eareili to size by 
making him a junuir minis¬ 
ter in the three iter forma 
non of (he cabioei. Prime 
Minifier Rajiv Candhi dc* 
cided not to pul Arun 
Nehru at the topof the hsi. 
In the Doordarshan new» 
on 31 Oecemher night, 
howevei. when the pun- 
foltus wer<* announced. 
Arun Nehru's name was 
announced before Anf 
Mohammad Khan's. Arun 
Nehru is the minister of 
slate for puw«i. under 8 
S h <1 nk ar an a n (I. the 
cabinet minister trn irriBa- 
ijon and jHiwer. Kven if 
not as power] ul as lH*fnre. 
Arun Nehru ha> literally 
been allocated p<»wer 


Whose Bread? 

H ave you bought bread 
recently at n cheaper 
pnee*;^ Have the prices oi 
moafn or siijr gtme down’ 
These queininns mav bat¬ 
tle housewives, but even 
more baffled ihnn them 
are the off iters oi the civil 
supplies ministry in the 
capital. Somi months back 
the government red need 


(hv supply price nf wheat 
loihe flour milH Till then 
wheat was available at Ks 
2 (W per kg And (he mills, 
by and large, were work¬ 
ing ro 40 pec cent of their 
vapacify After the govern¬ 
ment's decision, the supp 
Iv price nf wheat was re¬ 
duced to Rs 1.72 per kg 
and ds a result the mills 
started funmioning to near 
cent per cent capacity. 


The result of (his should 
have been more supply of 
majda and siijr to the mar¬ 
ket and a resultant fall in 
(he consumer price of 
(liese two Items a^. well as 
(hat of bread, bomeone- 
somewhere has cornered 
the "bread"— the benefit 
has nitt reached the con¬ 
sumers. whom (he civil 
supplies minisirv is aup- 
po5^ TO catee lo 


Importance of Parliamentary Affairs 


T he- new mbiisirs has 
ihrei- rtiinisiers who 
have hec'fi given lull-time 
charge of |i.itlianientary 
affairs Tlic si*nn)i' politi¬ 
cian Irom Delhi. Har 
Kishat. l.al Bhagdi, is the 
cabinet minister Mar¬ 
garet Alvj of (he Rajya 
Sabhu .ind Cthulam Nabi 

Asad ol (he Luk Salili.i are 
the ministers of state. Of 
(hem, Margaret Aivd has 
an excellent pdrljameii- 
(gry record. She was in the 
opposition till two years 
ago las a member of the 
Congtess-S she was 
elected from Karnataka 


WJ 


H.K.L. Bhoial 

With the Janata Party's 
support in As an 

<»pposiTion member, she 


{ bad hit the headlines with 
V bei bnlliani exposure of 
i I he l entunon tanks deal. 
* m which the government 
bail found it difficult to 
defend MS 5(and. I-ater. as 
a ruling party member, 
she was put on (he pane) of 
presiding officers and her 
performance reminded 
many oldiinieis of hei 
mol heron'law. (fic laie 
Violet Alvx, whu was de¬ 
puty chairman of the Ra- 
jvu Sabha in the Seven 
lies, 11 seems that 

I he government intends lo 
lake parliamentary wurk 
mrwe seriouslv. 


Long Innings 

W hile journalises were 
looking embarrassed 
due (o the failure of all 
projections regarding rhe 
general elections, an era 
ended in the news agen¬ 
cies uf India on .31 Decem¬ 
ber Wilfred Lazarus, for- 
mei general manager nf 
Samaihar. the news agen¬ 
cy uf bmergen;> lame and 
ex-principal mforniatioii 
ufficcT of I he government 
retired afiei four decades 
u* news agency journal¬ 
ism The last puKi.s held by 
Lazarus should nut mis¬ 
lead us inio he leving that 
he had always led u com- 
fotidble life as a journal- , 
1 st. Having joined the 
f»iess Trust of India iPTh 
in DM4. Lazarus became a 
legenOaiy repuilci who 
citvered evens abroad. 
His high watermark wait 
hiy posting m the Middle { 
East in rhe late TiltK'^ and • 
early Sixties, when he co¬ 
vered I lie Congo cMMs III , 
Aii ica and DTI was relied 
u|Miii nioie I bun any oihvr 
agency <lue to Lazar¬ 
us's repiMtiiig. lie wu^ 

lailed in Congo but he 
matiMgcd to escape. He 
had eurlicr loverrd the 
events tn Burma in rhe 
Koriies and hirer in Nepal 
when the revoluinm look 
plase When during the 
L.mecgcncy Sumachar was 
formed bv combining all 
news agencies in the coun¬ 
try. Ik- became* the lop 
boss of the setup. 
(Samachur was dismantled 
by the Jainiia Datty.jSoon 
after rhe Congres.v re¬ 
turned to power in 19iKI. 
Lazarus, a favourite of 
Sanjay Oaiidhi, wai> made 
rhe FIG. His term expired 
III 19b2. As PlO his per¬ 
formance was not remark¬ 
able, The seasoned Cen¬ 
tral Information .Service 
hand. U.C. Tlwari. who 
was his second man, man 
aged In outshine him and 
replaced him as soon as 
Lazarus's toniraci ended 
In rhe last two years of his 
service, this newsman 
led a <juiei life, 

ftc. 
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Bajaj Automatically 

If someone asked you to name India's largest ScO(»ter 
manufacturer, whose name would come to mind first? 

If you were told there is a plant in India which turns out one 
scooter every minute, who would you think of first? Biyaj Auto, 
automatically. 

But the waiting list for Bajaj scooters is too long even for 
such a plant: though it is as big as any single scooter plant 
in the world. 


So, Bajaj Auto is setting up two new plants which will help us 
to produce over 7()().()(K) vehicles a year. 

Normally, It takes years to commission such 
an operation. But with our experience, we 
plan to start production at Aurangabad by 
1985 and Agra by 1986. 

Which should keep Baj<d Auto the 
leader for years to come: automatically. Voiu« lor mon«v. lor yn 
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Let's not call a spade a shovel. 

Safari is not what dreams are made of. 
It's the down to earth luggage for travel. 



You have enough on your mind Then^projeci Endless reports and formalities. 
And me pressures of travelling at short notice This is the high tension world of Safari 

Compose yourself Details like domes and personat effects are Pest left 
to the luggage >hat sails through the hurly*Pijrly of airports arxJ hotel lobbies. 

Satan The no-nonsense luggage built to perform common chores uncommonly well 
It's lough and handsome. Comes in classy, subdued colours. 

Agile in crowded corners on iis recessed wheels. 

Safari. It survives. 



The luggage that knows Ha bualnesa. 












f\/ou)! Bite into the 

international taste at chocolate 


Takea bitedndget An altogrther 
new ei^crtance. Artch. cT«amy 
expcricfKc that or^ a chocolate 
by Cadbury's fretfi 
dtfry>trcsh canoto. New 
Cadbuiy's Dairy HiB(«just 
lhai Just Ute the one dtM's k 
made Cadbury's (he m 

intcmiOonalMndard ^ 
Inchocolate. 


fjm Cadbmyb Dairy Milk 
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Ahmedpur Matidvi 


Samudfa Beach Reaort 


Gujarars new holiday wonderland is ready for you. 

This exotic beach re^tri will be a world of pleasure In Itself with 

its twenty red- tiled rustic cottages tn typical saurashtra Style will enchant you 

Stroll at ease under the cool palm trees of a unique kind. Take a dip In the sea Or play water sports 

which Is absolutely safe. Enjoy the fc»od of the special restaurant Or Just relax. The choice Is yours. 


^^^■tourisim corporation of oujarat ltd. 

nnnnnAHMEDABADH K HOUSE.ASHRAM ROAD.AHMEOAaAD SSOOOS.TEL S49ee3.SS0640 TELfX ; 0t^-$49 TCGl IN 
^ DELHI 212 KAMSHKA SHOfPINQ PUZA^IS ASHORA ROAD NEW DCLNI 110001 PHONE * 332107 

BOMBAY OHANRAJ MAHAL. APOLLO BUNDER BOMBAY 40P03B. TIL 302SB26 TELEX : 0112434 QUJI IN 

WiARAT BUR AT VS47 AThUGAR STREET. »iRAT-395001TE. 26 EBB. 

JUNAQADH RA»Q MAHAL 01 WAN CHOWK JUNAOAOH 362001 TIL SSA-Br SSCCItMATE OF TDMISM.OJMAT STAtt • 


347 kms from Ahmedabad. 185 kms from Junagadh Travel by road. Or by rail to Una. Or fly to Keshod. 
Nearby Places of Interest 

Chorwad Beach Resort 125 km$«Somnath Temple 100 kras.DIu 15 kms 

the earlier Portugese Colony and an excellent beach.Sasangir-Lfon Sanctuary 120 kms. 

For details, write to us and be amortg the first few to share a memorable holiday with your family or 
friends at Ahmedpur Mandvi Samudra Beach Resort 
Contact for Booking & Iniormafion 
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N«w Delhi: Question of the hour; Is 
there eny Phoenix among the ashes 
of the landslide defeat which could 
open its eyes, even if it did not quite 
manage to rise, in time for the March 
Assembly elections? Since the politi* 
cian diets every breakfast, lunch and 
dinner on hope, there is no shortage 
of it in his breast. And so, despite the 
fact that the thunder of applause 
from the ruling circles contmues to 
echo around the capital, the opposi* 
tion has begun to paint a better 
future chan objectivity might war- 
rent. But it is necessary of course to 
do that. Every commander has to 
raise a icandard^a dream rimmed 
by conviction—before any battle, 
however hopeless the odds might 
seem at the start of the campaign 

Typically, the opposition has 
offered Its own variation of the for¬ 
mula: there won*t be one Phoenix, 
but many of them. And they will all 
rise separately, from their different 
piles of ashes. Conscious that one of 
the reasons for the vast defeat was 
that there was no cogent government 
or credible candidate for the prime 
ministership, the opposition will 
announce the prospective claimant 
for the chiaf fflinisiership. In Karna¬ 
taka, of course. RamakrishnaHegde: 
in Andhra, no need to ask who. For 
Maharashtra, there will be Shared 
Pawar at the head of the Progressive 
Democratic Front; in Gujarat, the 
Janata's Babubhai Patel will have 
the honour: in Rajasthan. Bhairon 
Singh Shekhawat of the BJP and in 
Madhya Prat'esh KaiJash Joshi of the 
same ilk, No problems in Orissa and 
Haryana too: Biju Patnaik and Devi 
Lai will head the ticket. In Uttar 
Pradesh, H.N. Bahuguna will be pro¬ 
jected as the man who can save lives 
in communal clashes and build roads 
and provide irrigation when not 
doing that. (As always. Mr Bahuguna 
remains a good choice for the job. 
And now that Mr Amitabh Bachchar 
has gone back to the job he knows 
best, that is. singing and dancing on 
the silver screen, hopefully the Con> 
gress won’t make the star their 
choice for chief ministet.) 

So tbet makes it three chief minis* 
ters on the Janata label, two of the 
BJP variety, two from Chaudhary 
Charan Singh’s stable, and one from 
the Congresses) camp. Not Dad at all, 
as opiwxition efforts to acquire some 
sense go. But It wouldn't be the 
Indian opposition if there wasn’t con* 
fusion somewhere, would it? Bihar, 
of course. Far from the other oppusi* 
tton parties agreeing chat Karpooh 
Ttkgkur Is (ha best parson to lead the 
challenge against the Congressfl), 


even the DMKP cannot entree on that. 
Barely had the thoui^t surfaced, 
when Hukam N^rayandev Vadav and 
Vijay Kumar Mishra announced the 
revolt accusing, in the process, Kar- 
poori Thakur of being primarily re¬ 
sponsible for the opposition rout in 
the state. Everything changes and 
nothing changes. 

The image ol the Phoenix rising 
from the ushes is often used to con¬ 
vey (he .idea of an extraordinary 
resurrection, but the details of the 
allegory are conveniently forgotten 
This mythical Arabian bird called 
Phoenix, wrorshipped by the Egyp¬ 
tians el a time when their civilisation 
was The greatest in the wx.rld. was the 
only one of its kind Every SOO years 
It burni iiself and then rove from its 
ashes rejuvenated, onlv from death 
came life Maybe Phoenix vrould be 
emhairassed about being mentioned 
ill connection with the Indian oppusi* 
lion, which burns itself into eshes 
rather more frequently than every 
SOO years, and then expects miracle 
medicines each time I do agree that 
in politics (hare is life after death, 
but not if you behave a /a the Bihar 
Dalit Masdoor Kican Pariy. 

T here are welcome signs that Com¬ 
mon Sense, which always seems 
to disappear from public view during 
an election campaign, isreiuming lo 
the capital. Both the shock of victory 
and the shuck uf defeat, with their 
differing manifestations, are easing. 
The victors, particularly those with¬ 
out experience, are beginning to 
realise that sometimes it is far easier 
to win than to handle power, and the 
losers are taking some quiet, internal 
consolation in the fact that the con* 
sequences of a marginal victory 
(which was their highest hopej might 
have been infinitely worse than this 
all-purpose defeat in (he perspective 
of (he long run. The evidence for the 
return of Common Sense comes from 
the slow proliferation of iokes which 
always lubricate the .-«ams of nation¬ 
al politics, but disappear in tbe anger 

Mkhad Fed 








and pasninii uf it ircncui eicciioi; 

One story goes rhai Piinic Minisicr 
Rajiv Candhi has a cntniiion policy 
for both educaiinn and ihv i»ppcisi- 
tion in both cases he wl-Uoiiic-s ihe 
ten plus two plus ihm- loriunlu 
That, after all. is iliu sluius tt^ Minch 
the national oppositum puriies have 
been reduced the Jujiuta h<i' jtdi tun 
seats, the B.IF two .m<l ihe 
three. (Incidenmlly. the CorMiUNSf.Si 
has gut lour kimis, which Jiiaki-s ii 
stronger tlnni the HJP onJ the 
DMKK ul Wsi in F.irikHiiieMi i 
Incidentullv, those who In-hc-ve 
that (here is nothing c.iileJ ihi-\hnck 
of victory have not obviously hu^iiii 
whai happi*ned m Ui>ml>,iv Oi>e of 
the victorious Congiv'srncii mos so 
sure, on the murmngol flu •.(lunniig, 
rha( he would lose ih.il hr phoni-d hn 
Janalaopponeni locongi.iiuljii-liini 
in advance and (hen (hs.qiptaied. 
When il w,is leurrii in iIk l veiling 
that the (.’ongross was .ih, .nl cv«-n in 
this seal, thir wMiiiet c.inUI not hu 
found. A dummy was uwd to lujJ (he 
viuurv priKvssion. I.jini when oui 
new MF discovered ihar Ik h.id 
HCluully won. he g<it nuhl ln‘«irt 
attack from the shoik. 

I n the same week tiMi Items Kissm 
ger visited Delhi, (h« ckv .il'-oiiiul 
d guest from the nthci ^hli- nl Ihu 
western pulitica! spectruin Mkhad 
Foot, the gentle siH’iah't di', soli 
manners and twinkling V • .disguise 
a passion ol cummitrnuui '•> dn* pont, 
the underprivileged and Ou- o|i|iics 
sed which is only oppaicnr whrn he 
starts speaking tihoui politKs Sud¬ 
denly you realise that rheii <im* lion 
est men who hare devoted (hco livi -, 
to the welfare of the worM, jrol not 
tu its exploltHtiun or m-Hppuluuon. 

At a lunch (hosted hv ihe Paul 
brothers in Calcuii.n Vooi took on a 
range uf que.stmns iioin a gioop of us 
with engaging wit and aconvK iion in 
socialism which iieiped wosti uMiay 
that cynicism that jnevii,il>l> huilds 
up during a (imu when the world 
wems tu be turning ic)wards the 
right. Bui the best moment for me 
came during u brief TH*rsunul chat 
before the luiuh. 2 had eui licr given 
my book lo him, .md with some 
hesitation asked waciher he had 
managed lo find it inicresting 
enough to r^nd. He stusiU up. ctune 
towards me. he houk in hand and. 
showed me page after page with 
phrases and pnssagus undei Ii nod. He 
had been delighted to redd s\, he 
said. And then he asked me ui sign 
(he copy; he would preserN t- 1\ in Iris 
library, he said. Rarely hOK u better 
compliment come my way. 




When yesterday 's 
automotive tech nology 
is obsolete today and today's 
obsolete the day after... 



What is India Pistons 
doing about this change? 


ChanniPK ceclirtoloKY 
to k^o <ihe<id of time'! 

Even when the factory won 
IndiA Platons was 
ahead of the 11 twos tndia 
Pistoo5'ie<hr>oloRV rtH* 
techrtolosv of ihr A$snci.itt'<i 
EfiRtneeiinR Croup of I' K 
was first r.uo oven titon 


The t oioposihOA of ih*' 
taciorv — Nioftle 
r»ianu>Actur>nft facility. 

1 all the critical 

<o<nLXKw*nts m a piston 
.iswmbly was the distinct 
inrHwation mI India Pistons. 

Havtnt Icapud huidies in the 
past tfK' present poses no 
prol>)em$ Changein 
1<H hnoingy is being met by 


India Pistons'Research and 
Devekvo>er>t Constant 
up-dating. Constant touch 
with world devdopnvttls 
keeps the company s 
philosophy ^hd cocnpany's 
product line, way ahead of 
others. Way aho^ of 
obsotescence. 


Indi^ Pistons- 
responJing to the 
changing enviromnent 
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Gariic 

O rniihologisis know that ii is 
easier to identify birds from 
their calls then by their appearances. 
Sometimes a single line along the eye 
or a patch of different colour in the 
plumage puts them in a different 
category. Take for eaample the 
brown and the black partridge. They 
have different colouring but are 
the same site and have similar 
habits. However, cheir calls are dis¬ 
tinct. The brown fMrindge you come 
across in the plains calls tiro, tito, 
tito. The black begins its call with a 
squeak and then goes on to utter 
sounds which are usuallv trensliter* 
a led as fassan. piyaei. adraJc khud» 
reree qudrer. 

It was quite sometime after t heard 
this rendering of the black par¬ 
tridge's call that it occurred to me 
that this was a rustic formula to extol 
the virtues of three plant^garlic. 
oniuns and ginger. AH three are 
extensively used in our cuisine and. 
apart from Jains and some others 
who regard everything grown under 
ground as unwholesome, highly rated 
by indigenous systems of medicine. 

Ginger has never had any enemies. 
It is tasty, odourless and good for 
digestion. Till recently onions and 
garlic had many detractors largely 
because of the unvieasant smell they 
left in the mouih. Whatever other 
qualities they possess, raw onions 
also produce an awful amount of 
malodorous gas in the stomach. On¬ 
ions can be dispensed with or con¬ 
sumed only alter they have been 
cooked. Garlic has a lot going for it 
both in the flavour it lends to all 
foods as well a» its medicinal prop¬ 
erties. It does leave an unpleasani 
odour in the mouth but unless you 
have a romantic date to keep, it Is 
well worth the price. It is rich in 
sulphur. diaJlyl desulphide (which 
emits Its distinct smell) and allyl-thio 
sulphinate. It is prescribed for peo 
pie who bleed through the nose {nek- 
seer), rheumatism, coughs, colds, 
bronchitis and high blood pressure. 
It is the king of natural medicines 
and answers Hipocrate’s prescrip 
tion; **Let food be your medicine.** 
Even eating garlic in excessive quan¬ 
tities does not create any side 
effects. It is strongly recommended 
for people who suffer chronically 
from sore throats and colds. Next 
, time you catch a cold try the follow- 
. ing remedy. Heat two table-spoons of 
olive oil and put five cloves of garlk 
till they have turned brown and pour 
them into any kind of hot egg-based 
HMip. It Is tasty, it will warm your 

«ao*v p jvwwe 'm 



eniraib end do a world of good to 
your throat and cold. Garlic Is, as 
black partridges cell from ihe hill, 
tops, gift of the gods, khudd teree 
qudrat. 

Act of God? 

O n e recent visii to Hyderabad I 
ran into Dr Shankar Dayal Shar- 
me. governor of Andhra Pradesh. I 
had knovm him In his younger days 
in Bhopal where he was iMm He 
went there soon after the poison gas 
tragedy and what he had to say wa« 
levealing. No aooner the people be 
came aware of what had happened, 
local politicians and senior civil ser 
vants who should have given the lead 
in rescue operations fled from the 
city to save their own lives. It was the 
common people who risked their 
lives to save others and many died in 
the attempt. Although the majority 
of victims were Muslims, cm distinc¬ 
tion was made between Hindu, Mus* 
lira. Christian or Sikh. People tore up 
their own clothes to cover eyes and 
nostrils of those who had been ex* 
posed to the lethal gas. *‘ln every 
calamity,**. said Pr Sharma very 
proudly, is the common man of 
India who rises to supreme heights of 
self-sacrifice. They helped picking 
up the dead. Hindus dug graves and 
buried dead Muslims. Muslims col¬ 
lect^ wood to cremate dead Hin¬ 
dus." He also had words of praise for 
the army which saved many lives. 
Also for trees and foliage. Inmates of 
houses which had trees were saved 
because trees abaorbed the poison. 

Would the Bhopal tragedy be de¬ 
scribed as an aa erf God? I suspect 
Union Carbide may try to lake shel¬ 
ter behind this excuse. Why is it that 
we ascribe most caleiDities like ear¬ 
thquakes, floods volcenk eruptions 
etc. to Cod? It must be human arro¬ 


gance to pin catastrophes on CuriV 
head and arrogate succe^seii to 
ourselvcb. However, (here is an inst¬ 
ance on record where an act of God 
did not turn out to be a calamity. The 
actress Helen Hayes became pre¬ 
gnant durinc the nm of a play und 
was unahie iii fulfil the term*, of the 
cnniraLt with the producer. When 
the produiei sued her for dumuges. 
Miss Hiiyes contended that picgnan- 
cy was All >ici of God because she was 
agaiiisi using contraceptives. The 
» cuuir gave a verdicr m her favour 

Kya Maloom 

D riving back from Kn^auli to De¬ 
lhi I lonk u new touie which was 
more picturesque as n ran along the 
foothills. However, at many jniersac- 
lions there were no road signs to 
Indicate the right direction. At one 
major crossing not knowing which 
one tn take. I espied a peasant silting 
in the shade. 

'*Bhai sahib, can you tell me where 
this road gucs to? ] asked. 

“Kya mf*}oom? (How should 1 
: know?) 

I "Whai aboui (his one on the left. 

' where dues n lead lu^'J asked. 
'“Kya mafiHim" 

“Kur the one on the right? 

"Kyj mnJooti}." 

I lost my patiencu and shouted; 
“Auccfi to muioo/n /loga^you must 
know sumethine). Which way are you 
going?" 

He replied with composure: “I am 
not going anywhere. 1 just came here 
to sec motor cars go by." 

I Central Hall 

I t 1 $ Che gossip room of both Houses 
of Parliament where besides tear* 
ing up reput at ionif politicians, 
some good anecdotes are manufac¬ 
tured, The latest tv about Babu Jag- 
jivan Ram's reactions to ihe new 
cabinet of ministers. 

Question; “Babuji, do you think 
new ministers like K.R. Narayanan 
and Natwar Singh who have spent 
most of their years in foreign coun¬ 
tries or in aircooled offices in the 
secretariat know enough about the 
countryside lu be effective?” 

Answer: **Nu, I think they should 
spend some lime in India’s villages to 
get to know vuiager^ problems." 

(^estion; **ln that case don't you 
chink Mr Rajiv Gandhi should also 
spend some time acquainting himself 
with villagers' problems?” 

Answer: "No, he does not need to 
do so. He is well-acquainted with 
them. He knows the Asiad Village.” 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



When the tor- 
mulstlon of fore¬ 
ign policy hae 
been taken away 
by the policy 
planning divi¬ 
sion, the foreign 
secretary Is left 
wlHi nothing to 
do except pester 
his colleagues 


The Foreign Office Mess 

T he foreign office it noc whei it used emphesising is that when the formuletio 
to be. Nehru es foreign minister and foreign policy has been taken away by 
Girija Shankar Bajpai as foreign policy planning division, the foreign se< 
secretary ware the ideal cooibiaa- arv is left with nothine to do excenr oe 


T he foreign office is noc what it used 
to be. Nehru es foreign minister and 
Girija Shankar Bajpai as foreign 
secretary were the ideal cooibiaa- 
tion and they founded noc only the policies 
which have sustained us through the years 
but also a service which acquitted itself 
quite well. But for some years both policy- 
making and the service have suffered a 
reverse because of lack of professioAals and 
men of vision. 

With the creation of the policy planning 
division, the externel affairs ministry has 
lost its importance. True, the division is a 
part of the ministry, but it was once in sole 
charge of framing policy. What is a minisiry 
without any control over polky? When D P. 
Dhar headed the division, he ran the minis¬ 
try and made the foreign secretery, if not the 
minister, redundant. The same is the case 
today with G. Parthasaraihy heading ii. He 
has even been placed above the minister of 
state for foreign affairs. And it is an open 
secret that Narasimha Rao was never in his 
elements in the ministry of eatemal affairs 
because GP, as Parthasaithy is known to his 
friends, was in direct touch with Mn Gandhi 
on foreign policy. 

I am not criticising CP. because the poll* 
cies he has formulated have stood the coun¬ 
try well. On r«kisian he may be considered 
by some as rather hawkish, but his overall 
approach to world problems has the neces¬ 
sary depth add keeps India’s interest upper¬ 
most. He has, however, diluted the impon- 
ance of the foreign office and left the foreign 
secretary with only the task of administra¬ 
tion. That probably explains foreign secret¬ 
ary M.S. Rasgotra’s over involvement in 
postings and transfers. 

If one talks to foreign office personnel in 
Delhi, one finds that nine out of 10 officers 
are waiting for the day of Rasgoira’s retire¬ 
ment this February. They tell you how he 
rewards his favourites and punishes those 
who have ever dared cross his path. One 
recent example is that of Narendar Singh, 
who recently retired as India’s anbassadoi 
to France. Ra&gotra bad asked him to can¬ 
vass T.N. Kaul’s candidature as chief execu¬ 
tive of the UNESCO board. Narender Singh, 
after sounding some people, had replied that 
Kaul stood no chance. As predicted, Kaul 
was defeated, but Rasgotra made Narendar 
Sink’s life miserable. 

India’s permanent representative in Gen^ 
va, Muchkund Dube, was arraigned for visit- 
ing New York though be had gone oo official 
work. And S.K. Sin^ faced Rasgotra’s wrath 
on the iuue of the guests be invited to aa 
oHicial party. When K.S. Bajpai, new India's 
envoy in Washington, was secretary in the 
minisuy of anemal affairs, Rasgotra rub- 
bed him the wrong way. the point 1 am 


emphasising Is that when the formulation of 
foreign policy has bean taken away by the 
policy planning division, the foreign secret¬ 
ary is left with nothing to do except pester 
his eoUeegues 

Then there are wheels withio wlieels in 
the ministry. Sometimes even a strong re¬ 
commendation from the head of a mission 
goes unheeded, but in other cases a mere 
commendaiion may be sufficient for an 
out^-turn promotion. Such incidents have 
demoralised the service and affected its 
efficiency. The favoured ones consider 
themselves superior and have contacts at 
the top. Those who are neglected trust 
nobody and are reluctant to cooperate with 
their colleagues. The result is that in many 
missions the right hand docs not know what 
the left is doing. 

At present the country has nearly 150 
missions abroad. The ministry has been 
enjoying some sort of a diplomatic immunity 
which prevents « detailed examination of lia 
working. It IS time that a parliamentary 
committee considers whether a poor country 




like India can afford so many Russians. 
Probably some of them can ^ grouped 
together. There is also tne question of staff. 
S<me Illusions, it appears, have a larger 
staff than is required. It may be worthwhile 
to examine why missions in Africa and 
South-East Asia are often smaller than those 
in Europe. There seems to be some complex 
about working in Africa, even if it has 
nothing to do with colour. One way to 
improve the foreign service is not to ^ve 
extensions to foreign secretaries. There are 
many good officers who are in the queue but 
they either cool their heels or retire by the 
time the superennuared foreign secretary 
completes his extended tenure. 

Already the policy olviining division has 
R.N. tCao, fomer RAW chief as a member. 
That means intelligence must be a pan of 
policy planning. Why not have a aatbual 
security council, as America has, and 
accommodate in it the three service chiefs? 
The Prime Minister should be its chairman 
Aod in his absence the head of the policy 
planning division could preside over i(. 







T he cover '.lory, The Quesf <J0 
December 1984—S Jenuery 198S) 
by Shubhabfste Bhattacharya was 
interest ling. However, except for Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi, none of the others are 
steady enough to keep the country 
united. They even failed to bring 
about unity among themselves to 
contest the elections. 

Bjrneti Bu.su, Jaipeiguri 

• The diver story t$ inaccurate. In 
f;ici. not five hut three of the person¬ 
ages on the ct>Vi:r were after the 
prime ministership of the country. 
Chandra Shekhar’s case is different. 
He never tried lo become the PM. 
M. A*. VHsudfvan, Bombav 

• The ariiclo was interesting. The 
<lere(ii of (*h<india Shekhar and A. B. 
V’ujpavt** was a great blow to their 
NUppurt('..*i. 

Miiyyam Kajaii. Sinj^rauff (MP) 

• The cover «i<iry was not impress- 
ivv. In view of the landslide victory 
of the CungressU)« Shubhahrata 
Bhauacharya's atlicle appeared to 
ho ofisoleic and purposeless. Moreov- 
Cl. ht.ickeriMg Rajiv Gandhi wiih the 
Olliers was not justified. 

A/. . 1 . Ahj(t. 8hubiinv»war 

♦ Wliv did Si'Ni»AV leave out the sixth 
person in the race fur the prime 
mijustership; Mr Morarji De&ai? 

V, Hatyitmurfi. Nett Delhi 

♦ The absence of KTR on the cover 
alongside the five men who have 
^pent five year> striving to be the 
Prime Minister surprised me. 

NiH'rai Caminor Bansjti MoredabotJ 

laudable Effort 

T Rnmiin has rightJy focussed 
urteniiun on the ApuUu group of 
hospitals III Madras fBreakiiifi New 
(hournf. 2.1—29 December ’84). A lot 
of money wasted in the film and 
hotel induciry in India. Bui since the 
profiTs arc quite high in those indus- 
iiies, .1 lui of people are ready to 
inve^i. In such circumstances the 
effort)^ of Dr P.C. Re<Wy and his 
cullv.igue* are laudable; they have 
SOI up what IS known as the medical 
indu^rry. The fir »1 of its kind in 
India, ihc Apollo group of hospitals 
til Madias is pledged to the service 
of moiikind. Bull am yet to know 
whether the hnspital.s will cater to 
the needs of the poor, 

Kortikeiwar Behera, Keonjher 
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Ikw fwt men haw Bveyesn 
smviw ki be jyrne Maw 


I ^Excellent Article 

P rtenjs of Peace and Toierance (30 
December *6^—S January *85) 
WHS an esvelleiit article un Sufism. 
A\ rightly siaivd by Dr Naair Ahmad, 
the liberalism of the Sufis and the 
conservatism of the muHahs are two 
different means lo achieve the sane 
goal Bui unforcunatelv wiih the pas¬ 
sage of time and the wake of mo^m 
revival of religion, the Muslim socie¬ 
ty has shunned the former and shown 
strong incloiaimn towards the latter. 
M.A Ahad. Bhtihaneswar 

Manmade Disaster _ 

( was deeply moved by Tooshar Pan¬ 
ditarticle. Ki/ler Gas. Callous 
Carbide (16—22 December '641. 
More than 3000 people lost their 
lives and many more were crippled 
as a result of the disaster. We tend to 
blame nature and fete for must of the 
disasters that strike us. But the Bhop¬ 
al tragedy was toiaily manmade. The 
government is as much responsible 
for the tragedy a$ Union Carbide. 
C.V. PbaniraJ Kishore. Hyderabad 

• Tooshar Pandit’s investigation 
rightly pinpointed the responsibili¬ 
ties of Cbe Madhya Pradesh govern¬ 
ment. Moreover, I wonder how such 
a killer factory could operate in a 
densely populated area. From now 
on all state governments shoold see 
to it that licenses of such firms are 
not renewed. 
f.A. Pij, Bokaro 


I n Waoredr A Consensus (30 Decem¬ 
ber ’84 k Kuldip Nayar has rightly 
analysed the issues raised by the 
Congress!I) and the opposition par¬ 
ties in their campaign. He has cor¬ 
rectly asserted that if we have to 
accept an authoritarian government 
to keep the country together the 
remedy would be worse ihan the 
disease. Tlie massive mandate in 
favour of the CongressH) in the re¬ 
cent Lok Sabha polls indicates the 
will of the people for an amicable 
solution of the Punjab and Assam 
problems. 

M.W. Baig, Raichur fKarnataka) 

a Kuldip Nayar’s article, The Rich- 
Poor Divide (^15 December *84) 
was excellent and timely. The policy 
followed by our policy planners has 
made the rich richer and the poor 
poorer 

Donepudi Madhu Babu, Tenali (AP) 

a The wide chesm between the rich 
end the poor in uur country is re¬ 
sponsible for the unrest within India. 
The responsibility for failing to uplift 
the weaker sections of uur society 
must rest solely with the rulers. To a 
large extent India’s pro-Moscuw 
stand comes in the way of progress. 
We have developed a habit of criti¬ 
cising the capitalist West. For all Che 
unrest in our country we blame the 
CIA and the USA. Not a thing is said 
about Russia or the KGB. 

S.C. Wathur. Bichpur (VP) 

a White analysing the problems fuc- 
ing India Kuldip Nayvi has dealt 
with only the economic problems: he 
has ignored the ideological crisis. 
The absence of a firm ideology is 
responsible for the ills plaguing our 
country. 

X. Maheswaran, Trivandru/n 

Why Not an Actor? 

T his has reference to M. J. Akbar’s 
comments in Dateline <9-15 De¬ 
cember *84) regarding the fate of 
Amitabh Bacheban in &e 1-ok Sabha 
elections. It was H. N. Bahugu- 
na who Ml a pasting in Allahat^ 
and not the actor. Moreover. I do not 

understand the logic behind Mr 
Akbai’s reservations about Amitabh 
entering Parliament. If a doctor, a 
lawyer or a trade unioo leader can 
aspire to represent the people, what 
is the harm if an actor does the same? 
5. Vasudevin, Ma^ai 
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OPINION 


Bleak Future for Indian Cricket 



Off the Mark 


I was amused to fio throu^ Whst 
ehe Astrologers Decem¬ 

ber ’94), The predictions of both the 
astrologers, Ramakrishna Sarathy 
and Amritlal regarding the outcome 
of the Lok Sabha polls were wrong. 
Astrologers should stop political pre* 
diciions. 

V. j»han/nugasundaram, Salem 

eA reputed magasine like Sunday 
should not have commissioned 
astrologers to predict the political 
future ck a country or its leaders. As 
it turned out to be most of their 
assertions were off the mark. Atal 
Behari Vajpayee did not win by a 
handsome margin and the Congres- 
s(l) got far more than 250 seats, 
l^.rh Katen. AUahabed 

eThe fraud behind astrology and 
palmistry has been exposed. Gener¬ 
ally predictions are warded in such a 
way that 50 per ceni correctness is 
assured. But I wonder how most of 
Amritlal’s predictions went wrong, 
B.R. Nanda, Lucknow 

eThe 'hand' of the Congress shows 
neither the line of fete nor the line of 
life, but it.s success is phenoRMsial. fs 
this nut a challenge to palmistry^ 
A- Buruah, Dibrugarh 

• Ramakrishna Sarathy began his 
predictions by saying **that the Con- 
gresi((l) will get between 200 and 2SO 
seats in the Lok Sabhe elecrioru. The 
total number sea;s in the Lok 
Sabha will be divided e<)ually be* 
tweuft the Congress(l) and the 
opposition parties." This prediction 
proved to a total flop. Amritlars 
predictions, more or less on these 
lines, were also wrong. My 

organisation is fighting for (he uplift* 
ment of astrology but when a reputed 
weekly like Sunpay publishes predic¬ 
tions which turn out to be totally 
wrong, people's faith in astrology is 
bound to be shaken. 

A. A. Chaudhuri, executive secretary, 
Indian insriture of Astrology, Cal 
cutta 


A Wise Step _ 

F or a long time 1 have stopped 
reading Sunday since it was full 
of political news with very little for 
children. Introduction of the Teasers 
pages was a wise step to make the 
popular magazine more popular 
Moreover, the brain ceasers are not 
meant for teenagers ooly. My father 
enjoys it as much as 1 do. 

Sonfe Stngh. Calcutta 
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A this Kay's report. Sunil Gavaskar 
versus Kapil Dev (30 December 
1964—5 January 1$d5) was reveal¬ 
ing. The (ussle between the two 
cricketers can only he solved by 
taking the captaincy away from buth 
of them. The selectors should realise 
that the Indian team as a whole is 
more important than either of them. 
If they wish to enjoy their cricket, 
(hey are welcome to do so in their 
back gardens 
Deepa Sinha. Ciikutia 

• The author has rightly concluded 
that "the ho»(iliiy. in fact, com¬ 
menced the moment Gavaskar lost 
the captaincy and the mantle was 
handed on to Kapil." Knowing full 
well that his days are number^ in 
Test cricket. Gavaskar struck at the 
first available opportunity to finish 
off the only real competitor in the 
field. It is high time for both to be 
excltrded from the team. A new team 
should be buJt up around Ravi Shas- 
cri and Vengsarkar. the two most 
consistent players. 

V. Sagar, New Delhi 

a We can afford to miss Gavaskar 
who is nearing (he end uf his career 
but we cannot miss Kapil Dev. He is 
in his mid-i wen ties and hts bat is 
capable of blasting a few more runs. 
CS. Krishnamurthy, Madras 

a Due to the large amount of money 
involved, the image of cricket as a 
sport has been spoilt. Both Suml 
Gavaskar and Kapil Dev should step 
down voluhttrily to put an end to 
such dirty poUbet 
Rajendra Kumar, Bombay 


e Ashiv Kay's article was mforma* | 
(ive. Kapil has undoubtedly heen 1 
made a scapegoat and is the vkiim 
of the North Zone—We^i Zune rival¬ 
ry ir> cricket. Lei us hope a heubhy 
atmosphere will return io Indian 
cricket and all ihe differences soriod 
out, 

Swarup Kumtir Saha, Calcutia 

• If no positive steps aie token to ; 
discourage the greed for money of i 
the Indian cricketers. Ihe future of j 
Indian cricket is bleak. 

5. /fussain. Dibrugarh 

• Indian cricketers have by their 

achievements put India on (hr crick* 
e( map of the world. Unfortunaii'lv. , 
iiunil Gavaskar, who har luokcn i 
numerous records and has bi*cii I 
awarded the Padma bhn, hus 
stooped low to undermine ihe 
achievements uf his cuniemporarles. i 
His act of ousting Kapil Dev amounts : 
to degrading the World Cup hero. [ , 
appe^ to Sunil Gavaskar through | 
(his column not to stoop so low. i 
Mahesh Kumar. Bombay ! 

e The article clearlv shows that our 

» 

cricketers are interested in nothing 
except money. I think a radical 
change In the system of payment to 
uur cricketers is called for. 1 suggest 
that the cricketei s should not be paid 

anything for Test matches drawn oi 
lost. Only for the Test matches our 
team wins, should the players be 
paid some money as a bonus. If the 
cricketers are unwilling to play on 
these terns, cricket will die a natural 
death. 

A. R Ramnirayanan, Rvurkela 
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The Ambitions of NTR _ 

Is the Bharat Desam a pipe dream or a way oat for the opposition parties? 












0 are you goini to voce 
to Aatam DeMm, 
Punjab Deaam, a ICar- 
^^naiika Deaem. a 
Maharashtra Desaj^ a Telu^u t>e> 
sam, or are you going to vote for a 
Murat Deaam?’* This was the coo- 
atiAt refrain of the Prime Minister. 
Rajiv Oaodhl. from hundreds of ink- 
rephooes across the country, during 
campaigning, seeking votes that 


would bring his parry-^the Congres- 
sfX^back to power. \n the event, (iw 
people across much of tlu country 
responded by voting overwhelmingly 
for the Congressd). seconding the 
claim that it alone could provide a 
Rrong and united India. 

hut not in Andhra Pradesh. Here, 
in what was until a couple of yean 
ago a pocket borough of the Congres> 
s(]>> Che electorate re iected the uim 


of the Prime Minister and once again 
‘punished” the Congrcss<i) for its 
behaviour in both the distant and 
recent past. The Telugu Desam Party 
<TDP| won 2g of the 32 seats it 
contvSted. and its allies vron five 
more leaving a measly six for the 
Congressd). where it had won 41 
seats in 1980. It was not as if the 
Andhra electorate did not believe in 
Bharat Desam. Simply, ii believed 
that the Telugu C^sam MPs could 
best represent their collective 
aspirations in the ntiion*s highest 
forum, while at the same time up¬ 
holding the unity of the country. The 
Congre8s(l} gimmick did not sell in 
Andhra and the answer of the electo¬ 
rate that had sided with the Congivas 
for seven genera] alaccions. wast any¬ 
thing bur the Congres»(l) 

Now. less than two weeks after s 
heady and euphoric win. NT. Romar- 
• 0 , the founder-leader of the 34- 
monrh old Telugu Desam Party, has 
created quite a stir by announcing 
his plans to form a national level 
political party celled the Bharat De¬ 
sam, Coining from the actor-turned- 
politician who is known for his impul 
siveness, this could well have been 
disniiseed as a political Joke. Bur In 
the light of the Telugu Desam's 
emphatic win and the decimation of 
the opposition. NTR's nebulous con¬ 
cept is being watched with keen 
interest. 

By naming the new party Bharat 
Desam, Ramarao has extended his 
vision beyond the borders of Andhra 
Pradesh. He has also answered 
directly and htenlly the Rejiv Gan¬ 
dhi election-eve refrain. The prop 
osed Bharat Desam also provides a 
new platform for the discredited 
opposition to come together. As a 
very close aide of NTR put it: “Now 
NTR need not go to the opposition. 
The opposition wilt come to him.” 
From all accounts, the idee of a 
national opposition party like the 
Bharat Desam u not new. Ramarao 
has been toying with the idea for well 
over a year, as he disclosed to Sun¬ 
day in a talk last week (see inter¬ 
view). Nor has the chief minister of 
Andhra Pradesh kept this a secret. 
He has been discussing it with bis 
colleagues In the cabinet and the 
party. The Bharat Desam idea was 
very much a part of a lesoluclon 
adc^ed at a conference calebraiing 
iht second anniversary of the forma¬ 
tion of the Telugu Desam in Vishaka- 
pacnain in Hm last year. But few 
took notice of the i^a and even 
fewer believed N.T. Ramarao would 
see it through to its and. 

Of course, it would be too early to 
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predict how seriously or how soon 
Rimarao would push through his 
idea oi Bharat Desam. The announce¬ 
ment of Bharat Desam, when the 
Congressd) ties yet lo get over its 
unprecedented win and the opposi¬ 
tion its shattering loss, is rather 
unreal. Argued Prasuna Kotregudda, 
a Telugu Desam MLA in the div 
solved House and a dose confidant ol 
Rainarao. '^Telugu Dcsam also sound* 
ed unreal when it was launched in 
May 

W hat is really baffling is how 
exactly NTR is going to bring 
the Bharat Desam idea to fruition. 1$ 
it going to he a cunfederaiiofl of 
existing national and/or regional par¬ 
ties? Or i< Ramoruo guing lo encour¬ 
age the furmation of regional parties 
on the lines of his own Telugu De* 
aam. in other staler? In that case, will 
he entrust or invite leaders like Shar- 
ad Pawar. Pumaki ishna Hedge. Biju 
Patnaik and others to head the party 
in their respective statex or does he 
plan to have an entirely new lead¬ 
ership? 

Rajtiarau is httnsdf vague about 
tlie whole scheme- “I cannot say 
anything till 1 have talked with the 
other opposition leaders," he said, 
when asked to he more specific. But 
sources dose to Ramarao said he was 
extremely serious about Bharat De- 


sam. The enigDatlc chief minister, 
who Congressfl) politicians them* 
selves now grudgmgly admit, has 
mastered the art of political strategy. 
I apparently feels that this is the rl#ht 
' time to push home his advantage. 
The entire opposition is down on its 
knees like never before. The opposi¬ 
tion leaders are also fiiwUng it ex¬ 
tremely difficult to resurrect them¬ 
selves in the aftermath of a total 
rout. Rainarao*s Bharat Desans may 
well offer a way out. 

Telugu Desam sources, however, 
say that Rama Rao is being deliber¬ 
ately ambiguous about the whole 
Bharat Desam projaa. He would first 
like 10 find out the reaaion of 
opposition leaders like Hegde and 
Vajpayee, two feeders he is very 
interested in roping in. Between now 
and May this year. Ramarao will 
gauge the mood and reaction of the 
people, besides knowing the minds of 
other opposition leaders as also the 
performance of the Rajiv Oandhi 
government. In the end. Bharat De¬ 
sam may vrell turn out to be a loose 
federation of opposition parties, 
much on the lines of the Janata Party 
of 1977. 

But with the kind of ambition and 
eccentricity that has coma to be 
associated with Ramarao. Bharat De¬ 
sam is naturally being Koffed at. 
Ramarao. says a senior level 


bureaucrat at the state secratariat. 
"talks first and think| latar.” Politic¬ 
al circles in Andhra Pradesh includ¬ 
ing allies of the TDP like the BJP, the 
Janata Party, the CPI and the CPI(M) 
are not inclined to taka Ramarao 
seriously. Among the sceptics is 
Remarao’s most famous political 
adversary, Nadendia Bhaskara Rao, 
who sneei^. “Bharat Desam today. 
World Desam tomorrow.** Bur there 
was more churlishness in his com¬ 
ment than anything else. 

NTR cannot be faulted over his 
sense of timing. Rarely, if ever, has 
the saffron-clad chief minister even 
put a wrong foot forward since he 
took Andhra Pradesh by storm two 
years ago. From the time he laun¬ 
ched the Telugu Desam lo May 1962 
to his political reincarnation follow¬ 
ing the coup by NadendU Bhaskara 
Rao. Rainarao has proved to be a 
political Midai. This, combined with 
his sense of purpose and his in¬ 
creasingly apparent sincerity, it forc¬ 
ing even the sceptics to have a 
second look at Bharat Desam. 
Strangely enough, KTR*s Bharat De¬ 
tain Is to be formally launched in 
May. later this year, in the weak of 
Mahanaadu. Thera is a degree of 
personal aggrandisement in this un¬ 
ilateral decision. Mahanaadu is the 
week beginning on 20 May (ih« day 
NTR launched bis Telugu Desam 






HTR flaaksd ly Charoa .Slagh end Valpayre IrlgMh laUi^te 
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NTR: Krtfl^iofe pIftM 


P«ny in 1962) and culrainatmftcn 28 
May (Ramarao’s birthday). The Tclu* 
gu De^m itself is such a highly 
persvnaUsed pany. that hU decision 
does noc come i% » surprise. In fact, 
(he first opposition conclave, held in 
Vijayawada, was during Mahanaadu 
in 1983. But will the opposition lead* 
ers. with their smouldering ambi* 
tions, allow NTR to have his way so 
easily? Jt sounds most unlikely, even 
considering that NTR is in n position 
to call the shots. 

O ne of (be many pointers (hat 
indicate Ramarao's earnestness 
about the Bharat Desam is the man* 
ner in which he has been presenting 
the 26 newly*elected Telugu Desam 
MP$ to tbe nation. In fact, NTR has 
taken pams to show that the MPs 
belong not only to Andhra Pradesh 
but also the rest of the country. Each 
MP has been instructed to ''adopt" 
one state, study its problems and 
repreaenc it in the Parliament. It 

sounds rether presumptuous, eon- 
sidling chat the ocher states do have 
some representative MPs from even 
among the opposition. But clearly, 
Ramarao is laying the groundwork 
Hr hk funire^ans. All this has been 
ilk line wMk NlR's own actions. Over 
Che Met 1^ weeks, he has repeated* 
chat he is '*an Indian fint 


and a Telugu neat." Then, whur. hi 
came to New Delhi to witness the* 
oath taking ceremony of the Telugu 
Desam MRs.«he addressed the press 
in Hindi, English and Telugu. It wi^s 
NTR showmanship at its best. Bui 
sometimes, naivete can also be win¬ 
ning. 

>^ile must of the TDR allies in 
Andhra Pradesh are sceptical shout 
(he Bharat Desam idea, the Telugu 
Desam workers are quite taken in by 
the prospects of their leader becom¬ 
ing a national hero. Lounging before 
VTR*s swank Abids residence at 6 
am. Baggidi Srinivas said he had no 
doubts that NTR would make it In 
many cases such confidence does not 
stem out of blind faith any more 

Ramarao him^lf calks of the Bhai- 
at Desam in a most matter of fact 
way. There is no rhetoric (not vet. 
anyway) thai accompanied the birth 
of the Telugu Desam. What more, 
he talks of it with weil*worn cliches 
like "need for unity among the 
opposition parties.*' **welfare of the 
people and this great country..." But 
there is a quiet fervour about it. At 
least apparently, hi« sighu are not 
yet set on the ga^ in Delhi. It is just 
as if he believes in himself totally 
and the lofty ideals he speaks of. He 
believes that be canuot fail ia bit 
mission to bring together the 


[ ho|H*lessly splintered opposition. 

I Coming out ofter a meeting with 
Ramarao. l>r Janies Manor, professor 
r»f enrnmorweaUh and comparative 
the university of Leicester, 
HiiglainJ, murmured; **]t is as if he 
believes he has been anriuinied by 
, (roJ (n lead this Louritrv." 

i So confidmi iv NTR of (h« succe» 
i u( his Bbiuai Des.im, that he has 
' given up the initialivi* in organising 
» anoihd of those meaningless opposi* 

' (ion conclaves. His immediate objec* 
(ive now is to win the two Lok Sabha 
seats, brikakulam and Kajampet in 
And hr.I Pradesh, elections to which 
were countermanded following the 
deaths of independent candidates. A 
< vicKirv In both constiruencies will 
: result In the TOP becoming a full* 

: fledged, lecitimate opposition patty, 
j since it will raise its strength in the 
I House to 30. But between now and 
' iheMahariaadu inMay. NTR’sprinci* 

[ pie troubleshbotor, Parvataneni Dp* 
j endra. the swarthy general-secretary 
I of the Telugu Dtisam.has been de* 
I puted to canvass for the Bharat De* 
I sain in the opposition ranks. In the 
end, (he liedraggled opposition may 
well settle fot it. But as of now there 
are no taken. 

GMSMM tHigtfrm, Nydarahed 










COV'ER STORY 


parts io other states. The other 
Kherees are merely on paper. Liter* 
ally, they involve a lot or ^penvork 
before they really reach uie red* 
plants. In Andhra, the schemes have 
been simple: like the lU !wo*a*kilo 
rice schemes, and the Janatt seree 
and dhoti scheme, lliese progrem* 
mes are easy to implement, com* 
muAicaie and pubbcise." 

These schemes have worked. In 
Andhra Pradesh today, everyone 
knows about the two^rupee^a kilo 
rice scheme and in the villages a lot 
(d people have benefited by it. It is 
go^ rice, available in plenty end In 
rime. It coats the state exchequer 
nearly Rs 100 crore in subsidy, but it 
has been yfonh it. Everyone knows 
N. T. Ranarao has been responsible 
for it. 

Several other factors have also 
helped NTR cerve out s fecile vie* 
lory. There wes the Bhaskara Reo 
coup last September which thorough* 
ly resurrected a new and chastened 
N. T. Ramarao. But NTR exploited 
the situation in a manner few other 
opposition leaders would have done. 
In feet, the Andhra episode was wide* 
ly regarded ai the nucleus around 
>^jch the opposition cotdd come 
together against the Congress<l). But 
they flattered to deceive. In the end, 
NTR alone capitalised on it, wringing 
the lest bit of advantage from the 
episode, exposing the Congress(I) 
role in propping up Bhaskara Rao. 

But it can 1 m pointed out that 
something similar happened in 
neighbouring Karnataka where there 
wes the distasteful Molly tapes inci* 
dent. Why then could the Janata 
Party not win? Says Ramoji Rao, the 
stocky chairman of the Eenadu group 
of publications, which has ito^ ^ 
NTR at all times: "Hegde failed to 
exploit the situation arising out of 
the Moity tapes. The issue was con* 
fined to ^e cities. Here, NTR went to 
every nook and corner of the state 
explaining to millions of people. This 
was especially touching coz^deriog 
that he was just back from a heart 
Operation. Few opposition leaders 
would have had the stamina or drive 
to do that." What NTR did was 
virtually a pre-election campaign. 

Ramoji Rao cites three principal 
reasons for the Telugu Deiam'i 
ertun^: the welfare schemes Uun* 
ched by NTR like the two*njpee a 
kilo rice scheme that has really wm 
over the poor, NTR^s own usdoue 
style of campaigning and his ability 
10 bring about unity among the 
opposition partial in Andhra 
Pradesh. But there is also ■ fourth 
raaeon: Eentdu's owu atrldeni cam* 
against tha Coogresa(Il. Pub* 
sd from four centras In Andhra 
Pradesh, Reoadu reaches 400,000 


NTR: Superstar 


Whaf makes NTR tick? 


F ew, if any, would take a bet 
today against the Telugu De- 
sani sweeping the Assembly 
ptiU» in Andhra Pradesh a 
fow weeks hence. Certainly not after 
(he way in which N.T. Ramarao*s 
parly nut only contained, but even 
revrrsed the Congresid) wave in the 
jusi cuiicJuded Lok Sabha polls. This 
has naturally Jed to speculation ab¬ 
out what kind of majority NTR will 
get In the coming Assembly polls. 


victory in the Lok Sabha polls and his 
rise as the dominant opposition lead¬ 
er in the country. It is now doer that 
the Telugu Desam Party's second 
great electoral triumph is not the 
result of NTR*s charisma alone. No 
doubt NTR is still considered a demi* 
god to a large section of voters, but 
this image is also accompanied by 
some sincere work put in by the 
Telugu Desam Party in the two years 
it has been in power 


NTR: for 0 better vUimi 


Wild I niukeb NTR tick with the 
people rvi Andhra Pradesh^ did 
the clecttiruTc iif Andlua Pradesh 
vuto agujnst the Congress<l) when 
the rest of the country, with a few 
rare stood solidly for Ra¬ 

jiv (>anJhi*b party? How long will 
NTR's tcign continue? These are 
some oi ihi.* questions that are being 
asked following NTR’s stupendous 


Surely the Telugu Desam govern- 
ment's performance was no more 
exceptional than the Janata govern¬ 
ment's performance in Keniataka, or 
the Left Front in West Bengal? The 
answer to this was provide by a 
former Telugu Deatm MLA, who did 
not want to be nemed. "There la a 
qualitative difference in the schemas 
initiated by NTR and his counter 
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hodiM ««ch monun^ hittiAf oai 
htr^ tfSiABC th« Conarewd) whil« 4t 
ch« Mme tliM rtporti^ tlmost cv«y 
word utterod hy Rtmtfto ia public. 
Raotoji lUo hitntotf owiattes t^t 
(!b« dolly ii rood by lour million 
people acroM Andhra Pradeah. 

Iw latt two of Raino)i Rao'a three 
point* need doeer scnidoy. In tpite 
of two year* In the chief minuterial 
t$ddi, KTR*> campiJA ityle baa not 
cbanj^. It hai only becooie better. 
The Cbaiiaayi Rathaa, a 40-year-old 
rambling truck with a dec^ively 
broken-down look* ia itill hi* prind^ 
al campaign vehicle. NTH atlU re¬ 
main* the matter of worda, capeble 
of avoking the emotion* of the pet^ 
pic with hard fact* dligulied in lofty 
pKraae* like "ctme gMunvtm" and 
‘'dhanneyuddha, * many of them with 
religiou* conaocation*. Ramarae** 
aaf Iron robai may be a bit of a joke in 
the citlei but li ha* gone down wtU in 
the rural area*. NTR himaclf caraa 
little now for the city vote* and it i* 
apparent that tha Telugu De»am ia 
not exaaly popular in tha fachion* 
able area* ox Hyderabad. Wblla 
Hyderabad returned an MIM candi¬ 
date* Secunderabad voted for a Con- 
gre**(l) nominee. There wet alio 
iome fear in the inittal itage* of 
campai^mg that fUmarao had le*t 
hi* abUTcy ai a crowd-puller. Indeed, 
if anything. Rajiv Gandhi drew big¬ 
ger crovrd* ever)nvber< in Andhra 
Pradeih. But the reault* proved the 
late K. Kamaraj** tautological ma*. 
tarpiace: "Lakh lakh paople, bun- 
dr^ hundred vole*.* 

The chief minUter ha* also beer 
able to bring about • remarkable 
degree of harmony among the other 
periic* opposed to the Congrew(I> in 
Andhra Pradeeh. Seat adjuitznent* 
for the Lok Sabha poll* were made 
with Che minimum degree of fuss. 
Only in one case, Khammam, an 
agreement could not be reached. 

There ia. oi course, nothing to 
suggest that HTR*s popularin has 
Increased. On the contrary, the re¬ 
sults of the Lok Sabba poll*, though 
very much In favour of the Telugu 
Deram Party, shew that the percen¬ 
tage of votes polled by the TDP has 
gone down by almost nine per cent 
since the Assembly elections in Janu¬ 
ary 1963. The TDP leaders explain 
this away by pointing out that a fairly 
large section of the electorate wotild 
have voted on the sympathy and 
unity and integrity factor, and diey 
would vote for the IDP in the coming 
Assembly elections. While the Con- 

^ 1) won Miy 60 Assembly seats 
I 1963 AiMably election*, the 
perry led in 7S Assembly segmenu 
out of 294 in ^ Lok Stbhe poll*. 
Only tAOtber Aisembly election, 

however, will show the tnm oature of 



N.T. 


the Congresed) gains. The Congres- 
s(l) leaders themselves edmit that 
ximt is predou* little they can do to 
contain NTR. "The only persoa who 
can bring dovm NHL is NTR him¬ 
self.* said one leader. This is fairly 
evident. For lospite of bis seeming 
infallibility, there are quite a few 
chinks and kiiiks. in the KTR armour 
For one, there seems to be bo other 
leader in die TDP then NTR. and to a 
certain degree, P. Upendra. The. 
kinks, of course, get great publicity, 
the latest being his directive to the 
newly-elected 1T>P UP* asking them 
to wear yellow shirts. 

These idiosyacrasies apart, Ramar- 
Bo has been quick to take advantage 
of the mistake made by the 

Congressd). In the Lok ^bha elec¬ 
tions, the chief miinster adopted ao* 
aggrieved poature when the Gov¬ 
ernor refu^ to repremulgste the ' 
ordinance paruimng to the eboliboB ; 
of village officers* poet. Thi* may 
have low Raasareo a few ibousand . 


votes (there are almost 35,000 villege 
officers in Andhra Pradesh), but they 
won him gratitude from lakhs cd 
peasants, especially in the Talengana 
and Rayalaseema region, where they 
have writhed in the feudd grip of the 
hegemonistic Pitei* and Parwarfa 
Similarly, Ramarao's reign is cond- 
dered despotic by white-collar work¬ 
ers who have come to despise hi* 

the moment, it is difficult to 
visualise the Congress(l) containing 
the Telugu Desam in the forthcoming 
elections. On Ponga! day, as a colt 
named Chaitanya Ratham ran as the 
day*s best in the South Indian Derby. 
NTR*s own Chaitanya Ratham wai 
being taken apart and being pre¬ 
pared for yet another alectum: hia 
third. Come March, and Ramareo 
will ba out on the ro^ again atop his 
Ratham, banutorming the suta ia a 
tpectacle that eondnues to tnthraU 
hi* people. 
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The Forgotten NBR 


T he wiiMl bes tone Mr of Mb. Re 
even seems lo io 

sne. Nadendla Bheskmra Reo feces 
wha( is ergubly cbe aoet Cnphten* 
hit phase in an lodjaa poUnciea*s 
life: lots of power end not even a 
remote chance of retBning tf. The 
most turbulent period in Nadeedia 
Bhaskera Rao^s political career 
came In Autusr and Septemtaer last 
year. That was when he staged what 
can easily be the greatest cow in 
democratic India, ousting nS^* 
Rama Rao in conoivaace with (^e 
then Governor of Andhft Pradath. 
Ram Lai. even as the chief mubetar 
returned after a hemn surgery in 
Houston, Texas. 

But now all chat is over. That 
tumultuous month fiaaUy eoded in 
disaster for Bhaskara Rao. Hover* 
er, he was rather lucky. There 
been cataclysmic tveati hi pie 
country Since Bhaskaira Rao iwned 
a qnisluta. The essasaioaiion bf In¬ 
dira Gandhi, the subaequetn riots, 
the Bhopal rrandy have alLcom* 
bined to put the Andhra iaddent 
into the ^ckground. Public.mem. 
uty is short* bvt trrih regard ^ the 
Andhra episode, it haa been sni|h 
j>ed shortai'. Even theti. it will 1 m a 
long, long time before BhgalBre 
Rao lives down the image of a 
traitor. 

Todapr Bhwkare* Ra o heads a 
political outfit olhis own. fttdict* 
ably (and must. IronicaUv), it is 
called the Demo^atk TelqM De* 
sam Party {DTUP). As he.M so 
often argued to the bored dPlMief 
uf every one diat he was taa'Wig* 
enltor of the Telucu Oesen id 1962. 
The DTDP of ^askara'lUe has 
been alloited the aymbt^jM^nt 
sun between two moutitlK The 
way things are gcM ier^W«*kera 
Rao. it could wQ h«v« baton the 
setting sun. 

Almost everyone has deatfted 
him. ‘‘My party has 2B-30 
he said listlessly in a tafic’^tb 
Sirm>AY. He HMaor former'ifLAs, 
since the House.hatbeeo tfisdwed. 
The numbers really ^ not auRter* 
Not with Bhaskara Baa gztfjmy. 
Those two dosen (foraer) JiLAs 
who are still wi^ hmraito'thtrooe* 

who have Qo oAer optMi(. They 
hm 90t been taken DafX. tp the 
Teiufu Dtsam «Btf>v«n d|to.CeA' 
gretodh tfm^'Heafi-. 
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a NTB cemt te aw«t tlwPmklier aflfr be whs oiMed (nun tbe chtef inlnliler»blp 


. ao tiuhare the spoils wl t b Bhaskara 
'Rao. gained entry into the Congres- 
•O)- He was one of the ‘disling- 
nitfied'* MLAs of the Bhaskara Rao 
group who created a furore in the 
Andhra Pradesh Assembly during 
the historic Asaenibly session of 
Septaasber 19$3. 




Nadendla Bhaskara Rao. howev' 
er. sirs alone in his parly office in 
Narayanagudda, Hyderabad. Ev¬ 
erything about the place Is sparse 
and hollow including the furniture 
and the p^ple. Bhaskara Rao says 
his party is going to contest all the 
294 seats in the coming Assembly 
elections. One really wonders how. 
‘I have got nearly SOO applications 
for nominations and 24 January it 
the last date.” he said with a 
strange kind of pride, as if to estab¬ 
lish his legitimacy as a politician. 
But (he echoes did not make the 
numbers any larger. In fact, it is 
ridiculous, considering chat tbe 
Telugu Desam of NTR probably 
have something like lOjXlO applica* 
rions for the Assembly elections. 

1( is quite pathetic really. Last 
Septetphar. Bhaskara Rao sat in a 
swtval chair in tiie state secretariat, 
defying cht manoata of the people, 
taki^ Awittoos about the state 
and its padple. Today, he aiu aleoe 
on a pialu steel chair in a rp^ 
is only josc whitewashed ww has no 
earpetlag. 














Politics is Not for Power Jt is for Service’ 

Andhra Pradu.sh chh;/ niinislor N.T. Kumarao lold Si'noay 


It was the famiHis pre-dawit inter¬ 
view. For N.T. Reamrao. the saUrott- 
clad ehhf minister of Andhia 
Pradesh, the day beg»n» at four a.m. 
The hishit. it is said, is n hangover 
from the bleak days, when he had to 
wake up at ha If-past three tt» milk 
rows in ordei to supplement ihe 
family incume. The chief mmistvrvf 
six crore Andhra people is siitl lo gel 
over the habit, much to the exnspera- 
tio ri of jo urn a lists. Iwrva uci at 
pariyinen alike wAo would like to 
meet him. 

At six am N.T. Kamaiao peaks. 
Dressed in hi.' umi.iI saffron ntln'. a 
white lilak on hisUuthejd, hi\ 

.sharp and clear, hn mind alert, he 
radiates energy as the day goes hv 
and i'U.shes ihnmgh his tiling rnuiinc 
till late, to the evening hr hn>k.> dull 
and listleics. his eyes glared and hi.s 
movemenis slow. Rarely is hv a%i.ike 
after nine p.m. kuniarno spi.kv to 
on Sankrumi day. the hanest 
festival for the Tvlugiis. Ijitcr, the 
same day. hv m'Un to leave fi*r New 
Delhi to watch the 28 Telugu Ik’sam 
MPs take oath. 

-- . _ 


Q How did the Telvgit Desem man¬ 
age to defy the Rajiv wave (het 
I \wef>t the vountry? 

A: W« have won the confid^cc of 
I our people. They know that T am 
! working and my government is work* 
mg to uplift the ptior and the down* 
trodden. These are not mere words. 
They have faith and belief in our 
party maiufesto which we are icii' 
piemen ting with success. 

a* Now the op;x»s/rion has been 
roof ref .rnd yoi/ are. perhaps, the only 
IX'i-um who stood up against the 
C'lpngrvsul) and won. Do you have 
I jm* plans or new ideas to get the 
\ 4fi>posiiion track on its feet? 

I A* L'nity must come about without 
I anv motive and ambition, that is the 
I fit SI thing the leaders have to learn, 
i'licy nniM unite fur the sake of the 
country. IVrsonal ambition must be 
ku|)i aside. They must reach the 
(Wople Kith their hearts and not 
then tongues. Oiue they create this 
confidence in the hearts and minds 
of iht> people, then winning elgctioni 
: JS fairly simple. 

i V The Telugu Desam is the single. 


largest opposition party. Bui it is also 
a regjonaf parry. Do you furesee the 
CongresstI) not taking your party 
seriouify in Parliament with rwpeci 
to the larger issues facing the 
country? 

A: fAngrifyi vVe are the repre« 
sentatives of all the people. Nobody 
can stop us from taking up the prnb* 
ferns of the rest of the country. We 
may be a regional party but our 
partymen have gone there as mem* 
bers of the Lok Sabha. They have a 
right to project the plight of the 
whole country. The Parliament is not 
ID raise the issues of our state; for 
that we have the Assembly. The 
Telugu liesam MPs are Indians first 
and Telugus next. That empowers 
them to speak for the nation and they 
will acQuit themselves. 

Q: what about the opposition con- 
claves and your attempts to unite 
A: We are becoming a national 
party. We are starting the Bharat 
I t>esam. ,, 

Q: So we hear. But how will you.go 
I about If? When did the. idea on ' 
I 'ginate? 


WMSAV itw 






MK »»UU P I peiKlry »nd HH* MPs spinHns >**r» irfKHi'iritplH’d *1 PyrlinnKnl Hw'. 


A: Long Iwck; quite long buck 
Bharut Desam is going tu be a federal 
sy.item. It will have Candhian idealu- 
gy adopted tu the modem Jays. 
Under this federal system, each state 
should have ’ts own guvernmeni 
elected bv its own people. Then each 
party winning in the stale will be 
represented in the Perliameni. When 
my government ha.s a me^ority here, 
then it must be represented in the 
ParUament. in the cabinet, only then 
the problems will be evenly pro* 
Jetted. Whichever major powers are 
existing in the state, they must be 
represented in the union cabinet 
only then can all the views be pre i 
sented. I 


Q: Naw. just a moment: you said 
represented in the u/uon cabinet. Do 
you mean to say that if the Tehgu 
Dessm is invired to Join the union 
cabinet now, you mlJ afgree? 

A: That is next. I am only talking 
about the policy guidelines of the 
Bharat Desam. Lei us not assume 

things. 


Q: How wW you work out the 
m^alities of the Bharat Desam.^ 

A: Thera will ba several Z^sams 
from different states, all of which are 
on t linguistic baeis. See Tamil 
Nadu... narfo acniaily means Dessm. 
So naturtUy each state is a separate 


entity The union of states gives a 
federal government which is the feu* 
lore ol our ('Mistituiion. 

Specif/cetiy art you .suggefttinp 
that fevers /ikv Biju Patnatk. Hhar- 
ud ^iiwar end Hamakrishna Hcgde 
start (heir DesamN or wi/i vihj «lur i a 
desum rn ehetr states with new 
iciiders.^ 


A. No. no. I don't know their rnind^. 
Without knowing it. I cannot suy. 

Q: What about your efforts ft* unite 
the upposit/on.* Ha tv you given ir 


A: They mu>i be united. Even for 
mutters like adiu'itmein of se«l 1 ^. 
they must diuw up a procedure 
Power is noi the imporiuni thing; 
when it cornea, it unites. But the 
country comes betoie all and the 
poor people who need nur sacrifice. 
Politics is not for power, it b for 
service. Politics is for the SO per cent 
of the people without food, clothing 
and shelter. 


Q: How that }vu happen to be the 
dominaftr opposition teader. do you 
plan to be selective in inviting ntber 
opposirjon ieaders to coriciuves or 
even in jciming the Bharat Dtsam? 
EspeciaJly amsidering that a few of 
them have been deirrmenraf to 
opposition unity 

A: That is not the •|unstion. First 


ihev must have a cleiin iiiidmiitnd* 
ing uf the purpiiw ol the Bhurui 
Uesam^servicc to tlii^ nulion No* 
lliiiig else mutters Wink fur the 
t>eople anil they will uuiornuticully 
lecogiiise von I svrvict. Success does 
not huie any mvaning v.iihiiut creat* 
mg confiJensu in the minds of the 
lieuple. 

Niue, ht/i some op/xoirroii lead¬ 
ers have Iwen paitniilarlv dam aging 
to the unity mow's. 


A: Let them cortect themselves. 
My only purpose is to ciujte better 
things and comforts tor the people 
w’ho are in need ot it. to bring about 
viciiil justice uiul III Cl cute opporcu* 
miles foi all the people ot ihK great 
vOUMirv, 

<J. The Telugit Desam itself is a 
per.sona/i.sed party u’ich nti second 
tine teedership... 


A; Yes. we are having one now. In 
the coming Assembly election new 
people will be «iven an opportunity. 
Whoever U of questionable repute* 
riun will be thrown out. 

Q: WTien i> the Bharat Desem going 
to come about? 

A: We are launching it on 20 May 
in the Mahanaadu week. 


lasaweasreia gy CMdenand gatghatta ^ 
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lnURlB»nre drivf wit of tlw 16, He*d olAct T. MimUiI and C*< 

Enemies of the State 


A powerful espiunugo rtn^ j.s cashed 


T he forei^ hand has now lieen 
exposed. The umpteen refer¬ 
ences to "rorcign hand," 
which Mrs Indira Candhi and 
Jeter Mr Rajiv Gandhi had been 
making over the past few years, had 
made this term jarring to Indian 
ears. The busting of the super spyr 
ing on the night of 16-17 January has 
exposed that the foreign hand is not 
merely a reality, hum operated right 
from within the Prime MiniNicr'N 
office. The entire office <>t the prin> 
cipal secretary to the Hnnio Minister. 
Dr P.C. Alexander, who has since 
been asked to resign, was tH^iraying 
the country each and every minute ol 
the working hours of the government 
of India, round the year. Not a mo¬ 
ment when the gates of the Suutli 
Block office of the Prime Minister 
were open, was the nation’s inierest 
safe. Every document marked "sec 
ret" was being passed on to a private 
parson who, in turn, suppUvd these 


later 


to foreigners. The operation was not 
speciaiised. The instruction given by 
(he spy master to his ring was that 
each and every document which 
reached the office of Alexander 
and had the "secret*^ dassiheadon, 
was to be handed over to the perfon 
iivcharge of the spyring. Exp^ sift* 
ing 1 ^ these papers was done later, by 
the foreign masters, who ther^yb^ 
came privy to minutest details of the 
gi»verniDeni*s functioning. Such was 
the ramification of the operadoas 
that on the day of (he arrest nearly 
bOO classified documenis were 
seized from the premises of Coomar 
Naiain, the Delhi regional manager 
of a bluechip Bombay firm, T. Man* 
eklal Manufacturing Company Ltd, 
which was a cover organisation for 
espionage. 

The counter* iotelUgence activities 
cell of the intelligence bureau has 
done the nation proud. In leu than 
two years, this is tM second time that 


this cell, headed by a Haryana cadre 
IPS officer, Kalyan Rudra, has crack* 
ed major spyrings. In late 1983, the 
Larkins case, in which tvro retired 
top brass of the armed forces were 
arrested, exposed the vulnerability 
of the defence ministry to espiooaM 
by foreigners. Now the Prime Minis* 
ter's office itSelf has been exposed as 
a spyden. This cell, referred to in the 
IB circles as the 'XIA cell," has dune 
excellent work. (The reference to 
CIA is not in ilie American context, 
but it is the abbreviation for “coun* 
ler-intelltgence activities.") 

The present case came to the 
notice of the CIA cell by accident. In 
early October 19S4, an operative was 
sent to Hotel Vikram. near Greater 
Kailash in South Delhi, to keep 
welch on a suspect. It was a bad 4*9 
(initially) for this man, ei the peraon 
under surreilUhce did noc.'iwovida 
any interesting report. But as he had 
been asked to keep vigil, ih€ opera* 
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tive, rather bored, stood outside the l 
hotel. Suddenly the movements of a ' 
man aroused his interest. The opera¬ 
tive saw the man (later identified as 
Mr Coomar Karain ) arrive in a taxi 
and disembark outside the hotel and 
walk into the hotel compound. Why 
should anyone gel off a taxi outside 
the hotel and not drive upto the 
portico, the operative wondered. He 
followed Coomar Narain into the 
hoteJi where he saw Narain meeting 
a foreigner. An Indian meeting a 
foreigner in a lesser^knovm hotel is 
sufhcienc ground for the counter* 
intalUgence sleuths to get interested. 
The operative saw Narain get out of 
the hotel, walk to a nearby taxistand 
and leave. Narain did not use the 
hotel's taxi'hailing service. The 
erative was on.a hot trail. Narain 
was followed upto his office at 16 
Hailey Road, in downtown New De* 
Ihi. On enquires. Narain's identity 
became known and the alert opera* 
tive also laarnt that T, Maneklal and 
Co., of which Narain was the local 
boss, owned a fleet of cars. A chauf* 
.feur driven car was also assigned to 
Naraian for his personal use. Then 
why should be have moved around in 
taxis? The matter was reported to the 
higher*ups by the operative and as a 
matter of routine, Coomer Narain 
was put under surveillance. Along 
With his Hailey Road office, his resi* 
dence, aa double storeyed bungalow 
owned by him at the posh Defence 
Colony, was also watched. Soon, a 
farmhouse owned by him near Chha* 
larpur on the Gurgaon Ruad also 
came under the IB's watch. The vigil, 
which had begun quite accidentally, 
Yielded rich dividends. 


From Spinning to Spying 




T Maneklel Manufacturing Com lioly, which Is a iiMOi US Iiallan 
pany Ltd., the Bombay firm which compuny. iloaiod by uii American 
has nnw been cxpoi^ed as a luvvr firm, UniMiyul and DurJanio Maiiuli 
organisation for espionage, began its of Italy, (ho. firm .tKtijliw*» In in* 
operations in the lieJd of manufac dusuiul luhlHTjiiU luhhtr pioducis 
curing textile machinerv. The tour list'd in oil exploration, 
ney from manufacturing spinning Due to recession in ibr domestic 
equipment to involvemeni in spying i«.*xiilc indusiiv winch was facing a 
has been a long one. The principdl iwo pronged utiack from trade uri* 
accused in the spying case detained ions ol the Ihiiia SumaiiT vurieiy on 
in Delhi. Coomar Narain, the ilie one hand and the imiiiipul<inom 
Delhi reponal manager of ihe firm, of ihe textile king, Dhiiulihai Amba* 
which is known for its ".SLM in on the uthei). the accounrs book of 
ManeklaP range of products. After .'iLM-Manekljl showed » downward 
his arreot, Coomar Narain has told Mend two vears ago. Its gross piofits 
investigators that he had been run* fell liom Ks tOh iZ lakhs in lSK2*fi.l 
ning thespynng under instructions i<i Ks .14,27 hikhs m 1V8.1 k*. Apari 
from his managing director. Yogesh from diveisifying mio oil rtg equip* 
T. Maneklal. who lives in Bombay mem. Munekhtl appHretnly fell prey 
The Maneklal firm has many foreign to spving opermioos around chib 
collaborations with french, Amer ume 

ican and Italian companies. Man- Apart from the French. (jS and 
eklal's involvement in espionage* Italian coiinectinns. this company 
may have begun due to his business also had d<*aliags with ihc Soviet 
links abroad- Till 1963, Maneklars Union and Kastern Bloc countries 
firm mainly dealt in textile machin* like Bulgaria. Ctechoslovokia and 
ery manufacture. Last year, i: diver* Vietnam. Belgium and Iran were al!^ 
aified into the more lucrative oil ng iu trading contacts. The Maneklal 


T he modus operand! was simple. 

The office at Hailey Road used to 
see a sudden spurt of activity after 
dusk. Between seven and nine pm on 
most days of the week, a trickle of 
visitors used to'be seen at the office 
of T- Maneklal and Co. The visitors 
were not on social calls. They were 
Junior*rankinf government func* 
tionaries, holmng sensitive secreta* 
rigl po$itions, who used to call on 
Coomar Narain and hava a drink at 
his office. While the entertaining by 
Narain was on, the secret documents 
picked up by the sources during the 
day were taken \>y a peon of Man* 
ekUl and Co. to a xeroxing shop 
nearby. The IB operative saw a regu 
lar pattern in Narain's entartaiiunent 
technique: the visitor arrived, a peon 
soon afterwards left through a 
bvlene towards a aulti*sEora7cd 
office building, Rohit House, on Tol* 
scoy Merg. The xeroxing shop on the 
jmand floor of Rohit House received 
steady business from Maneklal and 
Co tad the shop owner did not mind 





Ilic bduv Narain 


sijyin^ lieyniid office hours (i> serve 
iiiv <.uvicmii*r. The xeroxing dune, che 
l>«on weni bock cn che 
siiitile storeved liuJdmK »ii fljiJcy 
Road dikd h«iiided over the docu 
meriTs .ind ilie xertixed copies to 
Ndidm The vivjTor chen left ihe 
(uemisi'N. obviously contented with 
the liquor lie hud consumed. 

The sssiem »sorked on spot-payment 


tivciiiio* itier evTOinK< vi>*iTois iscre 
« e 11 1 oi'i .t. ot c I .a (Ik L H .o j e y Ro jd oil., c 
and du' ii.Ukon*N sec lets were |'d>sed 
) M|i u» Of tellers, vij lUe otiice uf 
; MautWldl tind Co The Defence Cub 
ot<v house and the larmhouso near 
Chhatuipur [Vk fieie Delhi's due ossn 
farmhou^e^; the Nehru Ciudhi fami* 
ly luo. bale a farm ibere) were used 
tor enTvrtaiatn |2 higher otticmK. 
Conmai Narain a|i|Mrentl> did nut 
want |li< loillt H4CieiaMes aild llitf 
! olhvi Hiliui ol live IS hv eiiCeiiain«d 
I in thfso ivs'o places m run inii rheir 


j secretarial staff, hence the use of the 
I Hailey Road office. whK'h was the 
I main centre of the spyrin^. 

Invesiiitatiuns which began in ear 
I ly October were hampered by (he 
assassination of Indira Gandhi. The 
staff of the CIA ceJ were put on 
other duties for a while. The probe 
be^an in right earnest again lo the 
' middle uf Nuvember and by early 
Di-cember, the IB was confident ab* 


the ptincipal secreiaiy to the Prime 
Minister in spying. Bypassing the 
cabinet secretary, who usually moni¬ 
tors all intelligence gathering, a 
senior home ministry official andtha 
director of (he IB, H. C. Barari, 
' briefed Rajiv Gandhi about the scan¬ 
dal. The yuun^ Prime Minister, 
I though unnerved, kept his cool. He 
' ivanted the report to be rechecked. 
I In the meantime, he began cutting 
out Dr Alexander's office from sensi* 
(ive work Arun Singh whu had been 
I appointed parliamentary secretary 
I tiMik uor ail the sensitive work 


quietly. Dr Alexander was kept in 
good humour, while actual work was 
handled by Arun Singh's office. 
According to a section of the press, 
the spyring was not busted in Decern* 
ber in view of the impending elec* 
liuns. This is a naive suggestion. If 
anything, when the nation's integriry 
was the election plank, the busting of 
a spy ring would have only made the 
position of the Congress!!) stror^er. 
The reason why the Prime Minister 
did not want hasty action te be taken 
was because a false alarm would be 
idised. 

Within ten days of tha assassina* 
tion of Indira Gandhi, a case had 
been decided in the court of Bharat 
Bhushan Gupta, additional chief met¬ 
ropolitan magistrate. Delhi (the 
same judge before whom the present 
accused are being produced). In e 
judgment delivered on lONoveihber, 
the judge had acquitted three men, 
including two !B officers, Raghbir 
Singh and Dharam Singh, who had 
been charged with espionage be¬ 
cause of lack of evidanca. The courts 
have to follow the statute and whan 
after registering the case against 
these men in February 1983, tha 
pnlice could not prove-the charge 
that they were passing on secret 
documents to foreign agents, the 
case was filed as ''untraced'* due to 
lack of evidanca. Had the arrests of 
officers in the Prime Minister's sec* 
retenat been carried out, and later 
not proved due to technicalities, then 
the image of the governmeni would 
have suffered. 

It was but natural for the Prime 
Minister to be cautious. He wanted 
concrete evidence to he gathered 
before (he ring was busted. 

D r P. C. Alexander’s importance 
diminished soon after the new 
wave government assumed office. Dr 
Alexander, of course, wS4 trusted 
with the list of ministers on che day 
of the swearing-in: 31 December 
1984. That was because tha list had 
been typed by Mr Rajiv Gandhi's 
trusted aide. V. George, and handed 
o> er to Dr Alexander, without tnvolv* 
ing his office staff. But in all con¬ 
fidential matters from around 4 
January. Dr Alexander was not in che 
pirture The parliamentary secre* 
‘ taries headed 1^ Arun Sin^ ruled 
(he ruost. The political bureaucracy, 
as represented by the three par¬ 
liamentary secretaries. Arun Sii^. 
Ahmed Patel and Oscar Fernands, 
had suddenly bean elevated and 
placed over the bureaucracy in che 
PM's office. 

After (ha removal of Dr Alaaender, 
in all likalfhood the pofC of prindMl 
secretary would be ebolishtd. TnU 

I I I r I II I I I I H, 


bilsjs Ap.'iri li<*jn v<ish, d buttU «1 

imjMwit-j liijUMC used (I* be givrii U' ’ uui (he itivofvemeni of (he office of 
tIu ui Ihi' Maiiukltil mIIkv. 
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Those Arrested: Who’s Who 


O n 18 January, the Prime Minis* 
ter, Mr Ra)iv Gandhi 
announced in both the Houses of 
Parliament that certain officials 
who were occupyinf sensitive posi¬ 
tions in the government had been 
arrested and were suspected to be 
indulging in activities detrimental 
to the national interest. At the time 
no one realised that the Prime 
Minister was revealing the biggest 
espionage case in the history of 
independent India. 

The neat day when names of the 
arrested persons were revealedi the 
entire bureaucracy was shocked. Of 
the eight persons anested initially, 
six were government employees 
and two were businessmen. The 
main person in the spy ring was Mr 
T K. Kher, under secretary ot prin* 
cipal secretary Dr P. C. Alexander. 
Mr Kher hat served in the Prime 
Minister’s office for more than 20 
years. He was with Mr P N. Dhar. a 
former joint secretary to the PM till 
1977 and also served with Mr K. Y. 
Sharda Prasad, the information 
adviser to the PM. Mr Kher was the 
most trusted man in the PM's office 
and no one hed realised that hr 
cculd be indulging in such activity. 
He owns e large house in Greater 
KaiUsh. a posh colony in South 


Delhi. One of his sons is a donor 
and another an engineer. Mr Kher 
is a Kashmiri pandit and hns good 
family connections. 

Mr P. Gopalan. also arrested in 
connection with the espionage case, 
was the personal assistant in the 
office of Dr Alexender. He worked 
under Mr C. Ramachandran, the 
energy minister in the Jenata reg¬ 
ime and after the Congressfl) came 
t<» power in I960, worked with Mr 
Cham Khan Chaudhury when the 
latter was the coal and mine minis¬ 
ter m Mrs Indira Gandhi’s cabinet. 
When in 1981 Dr Alexander took 
over as principal secretary. Mr 
Gopalan was shifted to the PM's 
office 

Mr Coomai Narein, the regional 
manager of T Maneklal and Com¬ 
pany was arrested after intelli¬ 
gence personnel got information 
uhouc his involvemeni in the case. 
Mr Narain is suspected to be the 
person who was chiefly supplying 
secret information to the foreign 
powers. 

Mr S». Shankaron, the personal 
assistant to Mr buryanarayan. the 
press secretary to the President, 
was the man who knew Mr Narain 
tor many years and introduced 
him to Mr Kher last vear. 


Mr Narain was working for Man* 
eklal and Company for rhe past 22 
years and he owns a bunjplowin the 
posh Defence Colony area of South 
Delhi. His wife usually stays at his 
MehrauJI Farm. According to neigh* 
hours of Mr Narain he was not 
friendly with anyone in the De¬ 
fence Colony. He is also said to own 
a number of cars. His assistant Mr 
Chaman Lai Chanana was also 
arrested, who used to help Mr Na* 
rain at his l€. Hailey Road office 
for the spying business. This office 
is believed to be the nerve centime 
where secret information passed 
hands. 

Me K. Malhotra. another personal 
assistant in the PM’s office was also 
arrested, along with others. Intelli¬ 
gence sources point out that he was 
involved in espionage- 

Mr Jagdish Chandra, the person* 
a I assistant to the secretary, de* 
fence (production). Mr M. C. Sarin, 
was instrumental in the leakage of 
defence secrets. Another govern* 
ment employee Mr Jagdish Tiwari, 
the personal assistant to the addi* 
tional secretarv, Mr Baijal, was 
u<ed by^ the foreign powers to 
obtain information regarding the 
country's economic plans. 
ii^iirt»pef. Stow MM 



Gfll Mng lakea to a coertki 
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post was created during the prime 
ministership of the late Lai Bahadur 
Shastri, who appointed Lakshmi 
Kant Jha to this post. Mrs Gandhi 
chose P. N lUksar first and in her 
later tenure she had at first Krishnea* 
wamy Raosahab and then P.C. Alex* 
ander, an officer who had quit the 
IAS in 1977 as the Janata goverrt* 
ment wented to send him back to his 
parent cadre, Kerala He had taken 
up an assignment with the United 
Nations at Geneva before being 
asked by Mrs Gandhi to join as her 
principal secretary Mrs Gandhi's 
personal friend. Pupul Jayakar, had 
recommended his name. Mrs Gandhi 
did not know Alexander closely be* 
fore and Mrs Jayakar's word carried 
weight. 

The IB mounted vigil at 16, Hailey 
Road in the early part of January, h 
was decided that the crackdown 
would cake place on a day when 

maxiautB evidence could be col* 
lecied. On the evening of 16 January, 
as many as seven "visitors" called on 
Coemsar Narain at Hailey Road. The 
presence of P. Gopalan from Dr Alex* 
aodar's office further provided an 
opjportunity for tha big catch. The 
raid was conducted end the officers 
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^vgrHrr »|>v vHndaJ; (.t). ^rHstiilhrl'IA. Mi»trscvripd li> lhr|H>lki’lnl'*K.f 

with (heir documentt were ntfhhccf 
(NortnaJly the secret papers werr 
taken out by the suspects ftir an 
overnight operation. After the xerox¬ 
ing had been done, the documents 
were innocently teplaced in the re¬ 
spective offices the next mornmg ^ 

The same ntght the residence of T. N 
Kher, the aide of Dr Alexander whu 
had been in the office fur the 
last two decades, was raided. Docu¬ 
ments were seised at his huuH* os 
well. The raid at the office and the 
residence of Coomar Nuram 
yielded nearly fiOO documents. The 
magnitude of tbe racket can be 
gauged from the fact that on the day 
of his arrest Cotimar Narain had 
collected papers from the Prime 
Minister's office, Rashtrapaii Blia- 
van, defence ministry, department of 
defence production, finance minis¬ 
try, department of economic affairs, 
petroleum ministry and the planning 
commirrion. The choice of 1& Janu¬ 
ary for the raid by the IB sleuths 
proved useful. 

Simultaneous raids ware con¬ 
ducted on the premises of T. Maii> 
eklal and Co at Bombay and Calcutta 
and a rich haul of classified docu¬ 
ments was gatheied. The Indian firm 
bad been an effective cover. Had 


T hI* details ni ihi- rxpMse iwed tint ! 

be gone iiilo. Newspiipcrs have* i 
been Hooded with diflereiir versions I 
about defence secret.s, foivign office ^ 
documents, elceicra. The fact is that 
rh«^ was no paper marked ''secret” 
in the office of the principul secret¬ 
ary to the Prime Minim>r ontl in the 
offices of many senior bureaucrats i 
which did nut imd its way mtii ' 
unauthorised hands. The inviilw ' 
ment of tht French diplomat need « 
not surpriM; anyone It is nornuil 1 
practice for hnih the ('.lA »nd ihe ; 
KGB to employ diplomats other than ; 
those belimgiiu; to their own coun¬ 
tries for spying We.stern diplumuts 
could he w'orkmg for the CIA Simi¬ 
larly, EasiernBlnc nations t even non- 
aligned Yugoslavia) are used hs die 
KGB sometimes to spread their net. 
Even if an urdinaiv docnmvut of die 
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W hether Colone] AJain BoHey. 

the French deputy military 
attache, who was asked to leave the 
country on 20 January foilowing 
disclosures about his being the key 
foreign Unk in the spy scandal, was 
only working for the CIA or was. in 
addition, a spy fur his own govern* 
ment as well is uncertain. What is 
certain is the fact that the Colonel 
subscribed to exireme righiwing 
ideology and was a hitter critic of 
(he French government ever since 
the Socialists came to power in May 
t961. 

BoHey. a short rnan in his early 
fifties who spurted a goaiee.would 
often pubhcly abuse the present 
government headed by Francois 
Mitterrand, especial! v its inclusion 
of four communist ministers in the 
cabinet. Colonel Bolley feaied that 
his country might one day become 
communist. Moreover, after Fran¬ 
cois Mitterrand came to power in 
the summer of 19$1, an old French 
group consisting of the eaireme 
right overseas Fiench citizens was 
reactivated to stir up opinion 
against the new governmeni in 
Pat is 

I)elhi served as the headquaiters 
uf SuMth Asia for such French 
nationals living in this region. (Last 
year, members living in the seven 
countries of the region met in Kath¬ 
mandu} The group is believed to 
meet every six months, and it re¬ 
ceives instructions fium its Parts 
headquarters. Significantly, when 
the elections for the European 
Common Market Assembly were 
held a few months ago. there was 
not a single vote from the French 
community in India for members 
hoJonging to the socialist govern¬ 
ment, The votes all went to Jacques 
Chirac. 

The Oilonel had all the right 
credentials ro attract the attention 
of the CIA, The disgruntled old 
soldier had also served m Algeria 
and is said to have been a sym¬ 
pathiser of the OAS (Organisation 
De L'Arm Secrete), the dreaded 
group of French servicemen whn 
had served in Algeria which had 
master-minded and carried out 
several unsuccessful attempts on 
the life of general Charles de Gaul¬ 
le after he had announced the hiv 
toric decision to give Algeria its 
independence in 1962. 

It may be recdlled (hat at that 
time many of the French officers 
and soldiers working in ''Alger- 
ia Franciise" <as Algeria was called 
prior to its independence) deserted 
and fought against the French army 
in a very hitter war 


Who is Bolley? 


Colonel Bolley. who was prom* 
uted tu (he rank of Colonel a few 
months ago and was given the Le¬ 
gion d’ Honneur last winter had 
rather crucial assignments during 
his four year stint in New Delhi. 

An aviation expert, he was an 
important negotiator in many of the 
Indo-Prench military deals, includ¬ 
ing the controversial Mirage cofi* 
tract and most other military nego* 
nations. 

While information gathered by 
intelligence sources indicaies that 
the Colonel was recruited by a CIA 


ment" and later on that night itself, 
he was unavailable for eveo that. 
Finally, the Colonel boarded the 
scheduled Air France flight at 
11.40 pm. with his wUe and 
child His family did not normally 
live with him in India but had come 
to Delhi this winter. In Faria, In an 
interview he later said when he was 
questioned about his involvement: 
*^1 am a soldier, not a spy...*' 
What is interesting U that the 
Indian government refused to say 
that it had deported the French 
diplomat. In fact, on 21 January rhe 
AFP (Agence France f^ease) com* 
meniary made out the case that the 
French government could not have 
been involved because the Indian 



1 be four ramiMnM mlidsim bi tbi Frmcb oMM wbom Mky ahvayt crItIrlMd 


operative in Paris belonging to a 
front office involved in gathering 
Indian defence secrets, it could 
even be (hat Colonel Bolley was 
"hired” in New Delhi itself a little 
over TWO years ago. 

The French air and naval attache 
was. according to intelligence 
sources, (he link'between the CIA 
and Indian members of the spy 
ring. The Colonel's rather unobstru- 
sive presence must have served him 
well for it made i( easier for him to 
move through Delhi's social circles. 

The ‘'deportation” of the French 
diplomat also took place rather 
strangely. Although one of the 
national dailies, (he Indian £jr- 
press, published a story on the 
irrorning of 20 January that a 
French diplomat involv^ in the 
spy scandal had been sent out of 
the country on a special plane on 
the afternoon of 19 January, the 
Indian govemmeot did not make 
any move. The French embassy con* 
tinued to deny ail knowledge of the 
affair. And the Colonel himself, 
when reporters telephoned hi(n4e- 
nied the involvement of any 
Frenchman. By the night of 19 
January, the Colonel said *‘no com* Marfm Un, Mew OaW 


government had not demanded the 
expulsion of the French diplomat. 
The commentary also mentioned 
(he fact chat, perhaps, the Indian 
government did not want a break in 
IndO'F ranch relations. 

Meanwhile, in a statement in Par¬ 
liament on the morning of 21 Janu* 
ary, home minister. Mr S.B. Chavan 
clearly said that an agent of a 
foreign power had been asked to 
leave the country. While socialist 
governments are not supposed to 
be consorting with the QA, it is a 
fairly welMcaown fact that the sec* 
ret services of various European 
countries, including the socialist do 
share their information with each 
other and the CIA. 

What still remains a little p«'^ 
flexing about the French an^e u 
the o£er “invisible” French diplo* 
mat who was supposed to have b^n 
despatched un the afternoon of 20 
January. The military office of the 
French embassy has six Frtnch* 
men. two of whim have diplomatic 
status. The question Is: has one of 
the non*diplomBtlc staff been dt* 
ported as well? 





SPCCIAL RrK>RT 



labour ministrVi which has btfcn 
marked '^secret” falls into for^ixn 
hands, it is a matter for concern. 

Who is to blame for the situation 
which leads to the occurrence of ^uch 
Incidents? The counteruntellifienie 
activities cell of the IB has shnwn 
that it can bust such rackets with 
expertise. But are all reports of this 
cell passed on to the Prime Minister 
honestly? Since 26 June W%. the 
overall charge of intelligence was 
handed over to the cabinet secretary. 
This order, issued on the first day of 
the Emergency, is still in force. If 
there are intelligence lapses, the 
cabinet secretary is certainly to 
blameAMty did a senior home minis. 


NEXT 


The Decline and Fall of 
the Indian Bureaucrat 


condoguences 


liv nllKci iiiicl t\w direvt'U of IB 
cluMrsv iM go Jwceth uy thv PM. 
bypasvmg the ciihinet sverurary, to 
inform him of the spviiui: in the 
prim'p«il scrretdiy's ofti;o''' Alvi, 
one prime iiniusteribil uiile who has 
|>vrn o vet seeing iiiivlligencc ntoni* 
lunnfi in the i*M\ offira is V.S. 
Tripathi. When he was an 1 \S offic* 
ei. he looked oftei intelliKvitci* mat- 
tei*^ Even ufiet leaving the TA 6 and 
hetonjing a piivate inchvidnal nn 
coniKKi seivuv, Tiipaihi w.ih in* 
chaige of inielligylice So mtiih sc 
that ai one Mfic« in e.'irlv tUHt thi ie 
was a move lr» niAe him ihv onlv 
lion offiriul nK'iiilirr ot ihi* hoot In- 
telUgvme Cnmmitiee Hun mo\x*, 
though approved hv im lo's .1 gvison 
chan RN Kao. then senioi security 
adviser to the cabinet, mo inio rough 
weathtT and was l.irer dropped 
Knshniiswamv Rai^'ihaLi and V. S 
Tnpnihi certainly hove <omt ex* 
plaining to do after the 'pv svandal 
was busted. This is iv»t 10 suggest 
that either Dr Mexandei. Kiishnas. 
wemv Raosahnh or Tripoihj ivas in 
nnv w.iv involved in the 1 .lokei which 
has been busted Bat llicit luihdils 
cannot be userlmiked. Lven .itter the 
death ot* the for met Prime Miii.ster, 
laxity seems Ui dumniatc the highs'St 
C|uartcis ol the burKiocraw 

The Prune Minisier acted m.iturviy 
by waitme f<ir ihe .irresis 

betene he coni ronled Dr 

Alexander with ihe case His ] 
annourivcment on the floor of the 
Parliament on 17 Jumiarv wjs made 
at an <ipt>ori one moment, Thi* opposi- 
tuin leader, Mudbo D.iiidavriic. rose 
to the occasion by allnwtiig (he Prime 
Minister to wirhhold deiatis of ilie 
arrests in th»* n.ition.il mivrcst. The 
early davs ot ^in Sew Delhi were 
niaikrd b> (iioiiiing log. w'hivh lifted 
«ir<<uiid ten and thereafter thcru was 
hi .pill sunshinr The tog <rioii<id rhe 
Hi im«* Mmisic r s otuce h.i-- hir« d, the 
Mtlpiii* have h**cn ho. ki«d One 
htip»«v Mu. >.unsloiU' 's M 01 rrpl.u vd by 
vhouU wc.iilu'T toil siwm 
gauMabufa giMrtacXaryj. New CMhl 
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White Paper or White Lie? 


me Dr AhduDoh 


out in a government order issued a 
few days Ucer. SubsequentJy, the 
chief minister who had been given 
the power to include any other terms 
of reference, added, "All acts of 
rommissjon and omission of the 
cabinet headed by Dr Farooq Abdul*' 
lah" should be inquired into by the 
subcommittee. 

The four^mamber body was asked 
to present a report to the cabinet 
within a period of IS days, but it 
could not do so till early September 
last year. The reason for the delay 
has been attributed toth<* busy sche¬ 
dule of the members. According to 
Thakur, he as well as the members of 
the committee took pains to prepare 
a report based on facts and .said that 
political differences with farooq 
Abdullah had not influenced the 
findings of the subcommittee. 
However, this assertion is not borne 
out by facts: the document is a re* 
petition of the allegations mude 
against the former chief minister 
from lime to time and it was Thakur 
himself who had earlier relecu<ed a 
couple of documents listing the same 
charges. (It may be remembered that 
during Farooq Abdullah's ministry, 
an enquiry commission had been set 
up to probe into D. D. Thakur's 
conduct as a minister in Sheikh 
Abdullah's government 

Some of the charges against 
Farooq Abdullah listed in the While 
Paper are: 

• He bad ignored the warnings of 
the state and central intelligence 
agencies about the activities of anti* 
national and secessionist elements in 
his state and had even connived with 
them during his tenure as the chief 
minister. 

• He went to the UK and stayed 
there for about a decade during 
which time he acquired a British 
citirenship and passpurt, Hu a|«o 
wvnt on a tour of Pakistan on a 
special invitation from Mnqbool 
Butt, the eaecuted leader of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLFl. who had organised a 
convenlion in May 1974 in Pakistan. 
During this trip he forged links with 
Che well-known secessionist organise* 
tion (JKLF). 

• He joined hands with MirwaU 
Maulvj Farooq. The National Confer¬ 
ence flag which was hithcfto a tym* 
bul of wcularism was stitched on to 
the green flag uf the Awaiisi Actiom 


IIIL-only making me I Though Dr Abdullah had been 
Mm Ha greaier leader." Ur , ad vited to drag C. M Shah lo court 
I Farooq Abdullah had for defaming him. he chose to fight 
M commi.-iucd whuii III All- his detractors poliiicaliy and “no* 
guj.! le^l year ilie siate govi-riiment | waste time in couris,** Perhaps he 
headed hy his estrangi-d iiroiiiL-i-in- i was under the impression that (be 
law. (IhuUm Mc*hainntv<l Shah, first Shuh government, which had coma to 
cumi oui with a dov'iinicni alleunig < power through defeciions, in order to 
thai the- former chief minivier liaiJ. - justify it>> existence had indicted the 
during Ills iciiuri- ai tfu lu-ad at ihe > former chief minister to give the 
Ktute. shieUleiJ nnii n.iiioiial and \ impression that the Farooq Abdullah 
secessioriKi r-lcntentK and hail in- | miiustry had in be dismissed to save 
dulged III anti India uciiMiii’s while [ the country from ihe “iraitor.” 
in hngUnd as a mcdiuil studeni < Rut Khali and his colleagues have 

_____ I mu Mopped accusing Dr Abdullah of 

1^ iwing .inti national and communal. 

- - During the past six months a number 

^ ^ -'of documents repeating the same 

if ' charges were released officially. The 

1^ , recentIv released 113-page White 

; Paper prepared hy the stale cabinet 
Mibcommittee headed by deputy 
I f^HU ' chief minister Dev id as T^kur re- 

; peats the same story. Dr Abdullah 

haN. however, reacted sharply to (he 
* charges levelled against him and is 

K yT. N(-riMUslv considering the idea of 

\ / / "leaching Shah a lesson for defaming 

^ / iiK- in the eyes of my counirynwn" 

RM I nod he has describe the official 

rjB ,* , I I I upon as a "bundle of lies." As he 

jjjUE I I dvclated at a public meeting In Sri* 

^ » nugjr. "I am prepared to face the 

> « galliiws if these allegations are 

'' I proved iurrect in a court of law." The 

Hw * ^ i ^ faitiMn of the National Conference 

V ^ V led by him IS also collecting material 

^ ^ 4 i \ . prepare a counter document “to 

* V i ' L I ^ a > give a lie" to the official one But the 

\ suite governmmt also does not seem 
' to h(> in any mood to close the 
chapter A report released tv the 
I press by D. D. Thakur in Jammu 
I vailv ihi.s month said that the White 
' Pap*-r was only an "interim report" 
and iliji a "complete and find re* 
fMiit” Hould be made by the sub- 
' coinmnto** in due course of time 
"lUqK-ndiiig upon the extent of en* 
gaju-mciils of Its members." 

Tilt- idi'.i of rlie "While Paper" 
diites l>ack lt» 7 July 1983 when. 
I s<*VH'ii days hIti-i the dismissal rd 
|'ar«»H; AlMliilIah's government. C. 
IM ^h.th «l«H-i«le(l in appoint n stikv 
toinmiiiee under the chairmanship 
oi (ieinjiv chief minister D. D Tha- 
kui. wiili Ihe minislei for education 
• .Hid I (-venue and the minister for 
I agiKiilniie js iis members and the 
I (iin-f stsiei.irv i<i ih« state govern- 
meni .i> iiv mt-mher secretary. The 
u-rms i »1 this oMnmittee were spelt 
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Committee. » ciimmunul party which 
did not acknowledge the state’s 
accession to the Indian uniun. Thi« 
encouraged anti national and com* 
ffltuial forces in the state anil tJicir 
disruptive activities increased cnn> 
siderably. 

• His government cemcealvd the 
truth and misguided the hnme minis* 
cry about the erowing activities id 
Che secessionists and alsu akHiui the 
'Gtirmat camps' organised by Sikh 
extremists. 

a About 72 detuinees were rcleosed 
on parole, the urders for m*<nv of 
which were pas‘ied by the chief 
minister himself Hut.none ni those 
released repurteci to the iail author 
ities nor were they reiirivNtvd. 

• Fai'TMiq AbiUiJIah was wilhiiM to uo 
CO any extent in help his pcTsunal 
favourites in complete il is regard of 
all rules and prescribed procedure 
and all norm'C of financial and adnii 
nistraiive prupriel.v were thrown to 
the wiruls. This created financial and 
administrative chaos m thv state 

tarong Abduilnh muy iioi haw 
been able to achieve any thing sub 
sinniial in removing ihv people's 
economic problems ami streamirning 
the edmini«iraiion largely htiausr 
he could not devote enough time to 
it. But was he tn blame for this? The 
Ciingressih kept up a barrage of 
attack against him. after the defeat 
in the Assembly eiectiuiis and 
fried to disrupt the fund inning of the 
state administration. This created a 


number of problems for Dr Abdullah ' 
and he had to spend a lot of ume I 
facing his opponents on the p<»btuat j 
front, in and outside the state. Be* l» 
sides with vinlence escalating in Puo I 
jah, the tourist loHow to Kashmii | 
decreased, creating economic proh 1 
lems for the government, it is true i 
that Faroog Abdullah mav haw ' 
given jobs lo a few aciiuamtamrs ' 
which may have created bad blood ’ 

Rut the people who benefited from it > 
are now crowding around (VM. Khali ' 
and hu colleagues. Whether oi not i 
Dr Miduilah had violatetl laws im j 
jvoccdurc’S m recruiting them only i 
an impartial ludicial enquire can ' 
a'H'vrijin. 

H ou i>v(' I. he can liai dly he < I ui*ivcd ’ 

.Ml .Mui-naiionti] oi aceusc*(l of 
living siimmunal It is nut* ihm Ik* ^ 
went lo the i*K to study ineduim*. It 
jH also true that he aequo vtl Biitish 
ciiisenvhip and held a British p«iss 
port. Bui subsequently he Mpu*d lor * 

Indian riiirenship. Iioes this make | < ^ 

him un ami natiotutIV Kaiooq AIhImI* , 

I ah’s lirci visit to Hakisijii was in ; C'j"' . 
iqh4 when he 'Kcompanivd Ins i * 
father lo that country at the behest j j ,*/. 
of Jiiwaharlal Nehru Thv then Prime | 

Minister cri India had wanted K1 eikh } 
Alidullahloncgotiaieasciiienu'iii ot : 
the Kashmir problem In 1B74, mi his 
second visit to Kashmir. Dr Abdullah | Jlv 
made it clear to tbe leaders of I'akis* '! ^ 
tan Occupied Kashmir (POKi that hv j 
was opposed to their tdc'a of an ^ D.D. Ihakm 
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Helping Hands 


T he administration and the police 
setup in .lammu and Kashmir 
saw u major shakeup in the upper 
levels m early January. The state 
cabinet tuok a decision to termin¬ 
ate the services of as many as IS 
sdtiior officers, which included the 
ittaie’s trade commissioner in D«thi. 
rUilam Nabi Naik. All those who 
were dismissed had been reem 
ployed in recent years after their 
respective periods of service hud 
expired. Whatever the incentiuns of 
the siute guvernment headed by 
Culam Mohammad Shah, the step 
wus. by and larfc, wekomed by 
those who had been sufferitif due 
to the officers occupying senior 
poviiiuns for many yeara 
But some other changes made in 
the name of overhauling the admi* 
nisiratioh and the police depart- 
ment have not gone down wall with 
many people. The changes have 
been criticised because many 
senior officers have been replaced 
by favourites of the ruling party 
and the move came about soon 
after the defeat of the National ; 
Conference-Congress! [} combine in 
the recent Lok Sahha elect luns The 
ruling party and its ally, so<»n after 
the election results were 
announced, accused "a section i»f i 
the state government officials and 
s<>me senior police officials" of sid* : 
ing with the opposition National > 
Confarence and "even helping it in 
capturing booths and resorting to 
other malpractices to win the i 
polls." But. said lurmer chief mink 
ter Dr Karuuq Abdullah and the 
president of the upposition Nation¬ 
al Conference, *'They did nothing in 
particular to favour us." Many in 
The ruling party as well as ihuse in 
the state Congress! I) had, m vain, 
expected tbai rhe admmMration 
und the law and order machinery 
would ff^vour (ho ruling party in the 
lAtk Subha polK In (he Kashmir i 
\nlk.v. whc'iv the Natiunal Cunfoi- I 
once C'ongrewll combine suffered 
: it defe.it. rumours were heard on 
• the ovo nf the eleilinns tliat the 
I polls wouiil ho rigged in fdvoui nf 
* the ruling ;>arlv l>tick(‘d candidutL*s 
nmi The tone Coiigiesstlt mimmoe i 
The plans of the ruling p,iriv. ; 
however, dul loii wi^ck out ihough ' 
I the udminishation had m.inaged tu ' 

I deploy men known to be sympaihe 
I tic lo (I ,is polling personns‘1 in 
I «>mtf of (he IxHiihs. The luw dnd 
! order m.ichinerv on rho whole re- 
I mainisl impamul. Ihoie wvte. 


however, cases where opposition 
suppurters and party workers re* 
sisied aiiempts at bMth<apiuring 
and indulging in other irre^Ur* 
Mies and the electiuo commission 
had to order a repoll in as many as 
TO b<x>ths. 

The ruling party and its allies arn 
now taking the state government 
ond police officials to task for not 
helping the combine in the elec- 
rinns.This is apparent from the 
Shah ministry adopting a pick-and- 
choose policy for victimising the 
officials The list of such ofticigls 
include the divisional commission* 
er of Kashmir division. Hamidullah 
Khan, who has been forced to go on 
a long leave. Mr Khan's role during 
the recent elections was not 
appreciated by the ruling party and 
its ally, the Congressfl). Ilie ruling 
party had accused Dr Abdullah's 
party of attacking a polling booth in 
Srinagar constituency and snatch 
ing away a ballot box from there on 
24 December. But Mr Khan and the 
deputy inspector-general of police, 
AJi Mohammed Wattali, had cate¬ 
gorically denied the charge while 
talking to newsmen at the end ^ 
polling on (hat day. The two senior 
officials had also denied (hat a case 
had been registered against the 
former chief minister. Their denial 
had obviously upset (he ruling per- 
ty. Mr Wattali has been replaced 
and pven an innocuous post. I( is 
widely believed that Musaffar 
Shah, the son of the chief minister 
C-M Shah, and the ruling party- 
backed nominee for the Srinagar 
seat, wav not particularly happy 
with Wattali and had even com- 
lilaiiwd about him to the chief 
minister. Hence, (he transfer order 
of Mr Wattali. 

Another charge levelled against 
Mr Wattali mentions that he 
j|legt.*dly hacked Muzaffar Shah’s 
rival. aIkIiiI Rashid Kabuli of the 
opposiiiim National Conference, to 
Khom he lost. It was on Wattali’s 
orders that some ruling partymen 
had (u be physically removed from 
the Sher-e-Kashmir recreation cen- 
tie where the counting was taking 
place, for indulging in hooliganism. 
Hie younger Shah had. at that time, 
repuriedly warned Wattali that he 
would teach him a lesson. The 
Male's polite chief. Peer Guiam 
HiiNSan Shah, was also not spared. 
Alihuugh the senioi pidice officer 
h.i<l deviuiril lr«im ihv rules bv 
kecpii'g Ihv iheii ihivf minister. Dr 


I Farooq Abdullah, in the dark about 
I the developments which rock place 
I before he was ousted, Peer Hassan 
Shah was replaced by M.M. Kha* 
joria. Peer Kassan Shah, a polica 
officer of repute, could not tolerate 
such humiliation and resigned on 
returning to the state. 

Thera are many other senior* 
police officers, engineers and slate 
government officials who complain 
that they have been victimised for 
no fault oi their own. But the state 
government has denied the allega 
uona. Mr G.M. Shah, the cabinet 
maintains, had been contemplating 
a major shakeup in the administra¬ 
tion soon after he took over as the 
chief minister in July last year. But 
it had to be put off ''to monitor the 
functioning of the various depart 
ments and examine the conduct of 
the senior officers.** Whun this cor¬ 
respondent drew the attention of e 
minister towards the fiequenr 
I changes in the administration dur- 
] ing the past few months, particular 
I ly in July and August last ^ar, he 
I said that during that period only 
, ‘^sporadic changes" had taken 

f ilace and that the "task of stream- 
ining and rationalising" the edmi- 
I nisirative setup was repeatedly 
postponed due to the government's 
pre-occupation with the Jaw and 
order situation which was being 
aggravated by the agitational 
approach of Dr Abdullah. Begum 
JUialida Shah of the ruling National 
Conference told a daily recently, 
that some officials had to be re¬ 
placed "because they were shield¬ 
ing anti-netionel and secessionist 
elements. 

The state government has also 
abolished all recruitment boards in 
the stare. Instead, separate boards 
for recruitment to each department 
with (he head of the department as 
the convenor, have httn consti- 
ruted. *rhis has been done "to eli¬ 
minate delays in filling up the 
vacancies and decentralising the 
process of recruitment." But its 
detractors have asserted that the 
government only wanted to give 
ministers and other high-ups " a 
chance to recruit its favourires," In 
the beginning of January «9&5, a 
large number of unemployed 
youths held a dertinnstratJon in Sri¬ 
nagar against the alleged malprac¬ 
tices in some recruitments. The 
ruling party president faa$ also 
been approached by some unem¬ 
ployed women complaining that 
large-scale irregularities took place 
in the recruitment of teachers in 
the stare’s educaiimi departm**nt. 
i Ytmif /ameel, Magar 
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armed movement for the liberation 
of Kashmir (see box). Nor did bis 
allegedly anti-national activities 
abroad come in the way of his being 
appointed the chief minister of Jam* 
mu and Kashmir after the death of 
his father. Devidas Thahur may not 
find ii convenient to rememk^r it 
now, but ir is a well-known fact that 
he had taken extraordinary interest 
in the appointment of Dr Abdullah as 
the chief minister at that point of 
time. So much for the allegation that 
he is “anti-national.'* One heard com¬ 
ments about Dr Abdullah being 
"anti'national" and “communal" 
only after he had defeated the Con* 
gress(l) in the 19B3 Assembly elec¬ 
tions and formed (he National Con¬ 
ference government in the state. 

Neither the ruling state govern¬ 
ment nor its ally, the Congressflk 
appears to be in any mood to give up 
its vicious campaign against Dt 
Abdullah. But his younger brother, 
Pariq Abdullah, who had also ac¬ 
quired British citiienship while in 
England and was included in the 
Pakistani delegation to the United 
Nations during the 1965 war. U now 
among the close confidants of G.M. 
Shah and has recently been 
appointed project director of Srina¬ 
gar's prestigious Convention Com- 
plex. 

The alliance between Farooq 
Abdullah and Mirvuis Maulvi 
Farooq has also been subjected to 
severe cridcism by Shah, but it was 
the same Mirwais Maulvi Farooq 
whom Shah met on the eve of the Lok 
Sabha elections to enllat his support. 
Again, the former chief minister has 
been accused of ihdring the platform 
with the “.lecesaionist and commun¬ 
al" Mirwaiz. His credentials, howev¬ 
er, did not come in the way when 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi con¬ 
veyed through Shah a goodwill mes 
sage to him for the constructive role 
he played in the wake of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's assassination. The White Paper 
claims that Farooq Abdullah was 
present on the eve of the last Assem¬ 
bly elections, at a meeting addressed 
by Mirwaiz where he revived (be 
slogan of self-determination for 
Kashmins Even the worst critics of 
Dr Abdullah have been amused by 
this allegation: the question of 
Farooq Abdullah being present at 
chat meeting did not arise as, till 
then, Mirwaiz had not announced bis 
party's support to Dr Abdullah. 

Syed Ali Geelani, the leader of the 
Jamaat-e-lslami’s parliamentary 
board, who had been arrested during 
Farooq Abdullah's tenure as the 
chief minister for allegedly question¬ 
ing Kashmir's accession to India, was 
released after G.M. Shah personally 
re;vokad his detention order last 

N*n*r, 


sides, no training in fortification or 
arms was conducted in these camps, 
as alleged. 

The sub-committee’s report indict¬ 
ing Dr Abdullah is. therefore, an act 
of political vendetta Scraps of Dr 
Abdullah's past have been raked up 
in an attempt to produce a cuncocied 
story to make (he former chief minis¬ 
ter appear ro be what, In fact, he is 
not. The timing of the release of the 
document is also significant. The 
National Conference faction led by 
Dr Abdullah won all the three seats 
in the Kashmir Valley in the recent 
Lok Sabha elections on the basis of 
which he demanded the dismissal of 
(he Shah ministry and fresh Assem¬ 
bly elections in the stete. This de¬ 
mand may have frightened his de¬ 
tractors who have now hit back. But 
if they wanted to defame Farooq 
Abdullah, then they have failed en. 
tirely in their purpose In fact, it has 
had just the opposite effect: it is the 
image of the Shah minlitrv that if 
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getting tarnished further as it is 
evident that the White Paper was 
released to malign Dr Abdullah. The 
national press has also denounced it, 
describing it as an act of political 
vendetta. Even some Congtessfl) 
leaders have privately criticised the 
Shah government for preparing such 
a weak report against tha former 
chief minister The ruling National 
Conference and iu ally, the Congres- 
s(fl, will indeed find it difficult to 
make political capital out of it. 


moneh. Iqbal Qureshi, the main <u 
cus^ in a bemb blast case in the 
sports stadium in Srinagar on Inde¬ 
pendence Day in 1983, was relea»ed 
00 a month’s parole soon after Shah 
assumed trffice but was not rear¬ 
rested after his parole expiied. As 
far as (be “Gurnet camps" being 
held in Kashmir are concerned, fm- 
met home minister P.V. Narasimba 
Kao has gone on record to say that 
such camps were held in some other 
States as well, including Uttar 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh Be- 
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Gunning for Dr Abdullah 

G.M. SJiah accuses ^hc /ormcr CM o/being “anti-nationaJ” 


T h«* fnrmvr CM i»l Jrimmu 
uiid Kts^hmir. Or Karuotj AbduL 
idh, has uKtiin bc'en accuM'd ol 
bcinK “ni leflj;ue" w^ih anti- 
national und s«cc'S^lo^t^l fortes 
while he was in power. The ll.L 
pH|<e report prepared hy ihc 
cabinet su hen in mil tec constituted 
hv the Culam Mohammed Sh.ih 
niipisiryi asserted that while he wa^i 
in EAi>land Or Abdullah indulged in 
unti-India activities In collubora* 
tioii with various pi o-Pakistan and 
anti-India urpini>atiunh like the 
.lamnui and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLK). Another official 
document alleges thnl Karoeq 
Abdullah tuuieJ Pakistan in 1974 
and established contacts with well- 
known terrorists like Mashim 
Qureshi mJ Ajniinullah Khan uf 
the JKf.K and "Hinisell took and 
administered the* oath of allegiance 
to remain dedicated to the move* 
metit for the libejaiiun nf 
Kashmir." 

A tier the defe ct m the June 
Assembly pu|l>« the Cungressil) 
Slatted * campaign against the then 
chief ministei Farooq Abdullah. 
The party leaders had then accused 
him of bhieldmp anri-national and 
si'cessioiit.si elcmeniv within his 
state They did not stop short at 
lhai ; in fact, tliev even claimed 
that he was in "league with" the 
.IKLK, used to lie its active member 
and cniiiinuvd to b(- in touch with 
such elements 

I Dr Abdullah had first visited 
I Pukisian in M-iv 1064 when he 
accompanied his father Sheikh 
Abdullah The Sheikh hud iK-eii 
sent to the ncIgldMiuring country* hy 
the then Prime Minister, jawahai- 
lal Nehru, possibly tn negotiate a 
.Settlement of the Kashmir problem 

'r Willi the then president of PakDian, 

I Aviih KHen. 

j I .ironq Abdullah, then a sitideni 
I <if medicine in Kiiglaiid. met some 
polincal activists of Pakistan Occu¬ 
pied Kashmir (POK) und coiiveved 
;* message to them from Sheikb 
Abdullah. The Sheikh, he told 
them, wanted an nrganisoiiun like 
the Pie lose its* Frolic to be launched 
no the other side of the border as 
well The suggest I on evoked an en- 
I cuuragiiig lesponse and Karouq 
Abdullah again held a meeting with 
"disgruntled’' poUiicians ni the 
territory incUidink GM Lone, a 
wealthy Karachi-based tarpet ex- 
pioier from Ka.shniir and former 

!si .. . 


Arad Kashmir state counciUor. dur¬ 
ing his stopover at Karachi, on his 
wav to London from India. Farooq 
Abdullah also discussed briefly the 
]>roposa 1 ol launching a new politic- 
ol parrv 

Kveo later Par«HKi Abdullah did 
remain in touch with the leaders of 
POK and olteti became a conduit 
for messages between his father 
and I he POK leaders. Exactly a 
decade laicr. Dr Farooq Abdullah 
visited Pakistan again w 1974. He 
was sioii to Pakistan by his parents 
"on a porelv familv mission." But a« 
soon as he ctepp«>d on the other side 
of Hie border, be wai« invited to tour 
various ports of POK l>y the Plebis- 
I vile Prom tbir Pakistan and Asad 
I Kashniii) leaders which Dr Abdul- 
[ lah accepted Seedless to cay the 
iirg.*iriis.iriun which invited Farooq 
, Abdullah to lour POK had been 

• formed at the instance of Sheikh 
Abdullah u (H*cade agn and the 
present CM, (l.M Shah, used to be 
the general-M*creury nf Sheikh 
AiKiullah's Plebiscite Front on the 
Indian side of Kashmir, 

Dr AbdulloJi, during his tour of 
POK. addressed a number of public 
meetings organised by the Plebis* 
cite Front, attended the party's 
timiual convention at Mirpur city in 
POK arid held <i series of meetings 
svith the territory's leaders on the 
political situation there as well as 
the Kashmir pioblem. This corres 
jHiiideiii. on his recent visit to POK 
and Pakistan, heard the recorded 
version of the speech delivered by 
I>r Abdullah at Mirpur. In the 
speech he described Kashmir as 
, "our mother" and urged all her 
' sons to fight fur their rights. This 
correspojident was also told about 
the occasion when Ashiaf Shah 
i alias Qure.'ihi. one the hijackers 
I of the Indian Airlines plane, Canga, 
, presented a sword to Farooq Abdul- 
I *iah as d symbol of the armed stnsg- 
f gle fnr Kashmir's "liberation from 
L Ind la II occupat ion .** Duri ng the com 
[ veniion. Dr Abdullah returned the 
I sword to the Plebiscite Front lead- 

* ers saying. "We believe in Gan* 
! dhiun methods only. Keep il (the 

sw’ord}. I am leaving it to you in 
' trust,'’ Maqhool Butt, the then pres 
' identof the Plebiscite From, also 
, aits’ndcni the convention, 

1 There are, however^ contrary 
claims alioiir whether or not Dr 
Abdullah knew of the existence of 
thf- |KI,F ilum and whether he 


took and administered the oath to 
remain dedicated to the move¬ 
ment" launched by the militant 
organisation. "He made many 
promises but I was even then con* 
vinced that this man cannot be 
trusted." said Mir Abdul Qayyum, a 
Karachi based businessmar from 
Tammu and the co-founder of the 
JKLF, Was Dr Abdullah a member 
of v'ourorganisai ion? When this cor¬ 
respondent posed this question tu 
Amaniillah Khan, chairman of the 
Birmingham*based JKLF during a 
telephonic conversation, he said 
with a rebuff. "Farooq Abdullah is 
not and has never bum a member 
of the JKLF which was furmeJ in 
1977 whereas he has been in Kash¬ 
mir probably since 197h. He is a 
hypocrite and cannot be trusted." 
The fact, however, remains that 
Farooq Abdullah remained clusc to 
the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front leaders during his trip to 
Pakistan and could have hardly 
1)«t*n kept in the dark ahout chu 
uxisience of the organisaiion. 

To Liberation From leaders and 
many others in Pakistan and POK, 
Dr Abdullah is "an opportunist and 
a hypocrite," In fact. Ha^him 

Qureshi even dubbed him a 
"traitor" and an "enemy" of Kash¬ 
mirs. While Dr Abdullah might 
have raised hopes in the hearts of 
many political activists of POK dur¬ 
ing his tnur nf the terrtlr>rv. he wa« 
a changed man after his return lo 
India. He acquired Indian 
citizenship, and gave up the British 
one. 

Most of the politicians of Kash* 
mir including the present chief 
minister have been associated with 
the organisation which either chai* 
lenged Kashmir's accession to India 
or raised doubts on the issue. If 
their past can be ignored, why can¬ 
not Farooq Abdullah's? What is 
difficult CO understand is how the 
Indian government granted Dr 
Abdullah Indian citizenship if his 
anti national activities were 
known Perhaps, what can be 
termed as the final word on the 
allegations came from the JKLF, 
following his dismiksaJ from the 
chief ministership of the state. The 
JKLF had at that time issued a 
statement saying that Dr Abdullah 
deserved what he got as he bad 
been repeating over and over again 
that he was an Indian. 
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btA^ on iite> browsing 
srbuod Uie RHfkec te new 
bgildfa^ materials. But yet I 
keep aside a icw hours every 
day for real woric Derignii^ 
building 

And (hat brings tnc back 
to the Vespa X£ It 
incoipCMVtes exceUence in 
design in^cvery area. 

Kt*s a reminder. A 
constant diailenge in design 
(hat keeps me on my toes. 




STOP PRESS: PHILIPS HAS PRODUCED 
ITS 100 MILLIONTH TV SET. 

ITS ANOTHER GUARANTEE FOR 
PROBLEM-FREE VIEWING. 


Philips have made a 100 milljqn television 
sets, $0 naturally we know mor« about what our 
customets want and appreciate In a colour IV 

Por exam^, evey Philips 1$ ^LLY 
UtOPtCAUSED attnst heat and humidity.»that 
you can enjoy ^lem-free viewing. 

What s more, all Philips servKe ceitres in 
India* are hdly equipped with sophistkaled 
instruments, with oversees^neo technicians to 
care for your Philips if you happen to buy one 
from Singapore or Hong Kong. Plus a gutfanlee on 
after sales service that none ^ the other brands can 
maidi^ 

Dilips VCRs come in two models* ‘Rteir 
features indude high-speed video search, up to 4 
hours recording, auto play-bacL time displ^ 
and •pre-programming for one event 7 d^ 
in aovance 

Por colour televisioas, a range df 
modeb are availalde fnm 14’\ 1 ^ or 2 (r. 
with or without remote control. Ail dse 
models have these common Inures. Philips 
famous natural colour from oar equally 
famous Hi-6ri picture tifoe, QuickC and 
hfaher brightness level for more contrast 
VCR adaptions on all cbannets, 4 waits 
sound output Autnnatk l^ne Tuning for 
sharp pictures, low pow9 consumpm. 

^us superior quality and service that 
con)es bom being the larg^ TV mani^actur^ 
in the world 


* RiitiK vmee centres n Ir^ 

3»43NesfeitR(«d Bena^WSIO Td 872^ 
:HevshifnRa^.Ciku(U7»0» Td 4^621 
3 lUdcwIM Nadw 600 008 Td SIZ34I/7 
locBlh.NewDdhtnOOei Td 321125 



TVtfU suitibU kir (tudiatingvDhaca; 160-25 V. 
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Itiv forot wtiLTi* Ibc dacn^A often (akr rrfnuf 


Bihar’s Other ‘ 


it is (he daroits who ruie West Ciiamparon district 

tiah Ixtk Sabha seal in I9S0. Afier a 
spate of dacoiiies, (he criminals 
found a patron m a tbppulice official 
of the district. Senior police officers 
in Patna are of the opinion (hat it was 
thi$ police official who counselled 
the criminals againsi cnmimtciriK 
docoiiies. He lold them to adopt, 
what he considered, more non* 
violent methods of earning money: 
kidnapping people for ransom. Since 
(hen. more than 200 persons have 
been kidnapped and released only 
after payment of the ransom de* 
manded. 

The police have been sJngulaily 
ineffective in curbing the criminals 
or even in helping in the release of 
those kidnapped. The criminals, 
huwever, have b ee n known to release 
those kidnapped (»n their own. This 
happened when Father Chakalackal 
SJ, a Jesuit priest from Rataa Purwa 
village was kidnapped and a lU two- 
lakh ransom demanded. The priest 
was voluntarily released by the 
dacoits when the then Prime Minis* 
ter, Indira Gandhi, and the Kerala 


E arly in January this year, 27- 
youT’old iSoncnsh. a shopow- 
net in Narkatlaganj, West 
Chainparan district, Bihar, 
was kidnapped by dacoits. Soon after 
the kidnapping the dacoits sent San- 
toshes father a ransom note deman 
ding Rs 70.00d in cash. The note was 
stamped: ''Bihar sarirer (govern¬ 
ment)." San tosh's is not an extraor¬ 
dinary case. Today in West Champar- 
an district the gun rules supreme. 
And those who wield it do so with, 
what they claim, the authority of the 
Bihar sarkar. The dacoits—there are 
as many as six groups in the area- 
have their own areas of jurisdiccioa, 
their own laws and law-enforcing 
machinery. 

The spiirr of docnity in this district 
began in 1990 when some musclemen 
of a Bettiah'bascd businessman be* 
gan committing crimes in the area. 
Soon they started actively support¬ 
ing politicians of the area and are 
even believed to have worked for the 
victory of former union minister, 
K^ar Panda, who contested the Bet- 


chief minister. K.M, Kaninanidhi, 
Took -special inii-ii'si in the case und 
demanded the piiest's release 

Similarly, Mannjnoth Sinha. the 
KraBdsoit of the Uitar Pradesh Gov¬ 
ernor. C.P.N. Sinha. was rcloa'^ed by 
(he criminals withouupayment of the 
ransom amount. Others, however, 
have not been so lucky. The grandson 
of the Congressd) leader and former 
AICC(l) working president Kamlapa- 
li Tripathi who was kidnapped from 
the Bagaha area was released after 
Rs 20,000 was paid as ransom. 

Scared of the dacoity menace, the 
politicians of the area had no other 
way out but to patronise them or 
"live peacefully without disturbing 
them." The U»(ol people ate con- 
I'inced that there exists a dacoit- 
pobce-politician nexus since in the 
past three years, in spite of the 
repeated cornplamts by politicians to 
those in authority, the police have 
done precious Htrle; only two dacoits 
have been killed in encounters with 
(he police 

The police-criminal connection can 
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be ascertained from the fact that 
hardly a dacoit has been arrested so 
far. Further, (he police officers who 
have tried to take action against the 
dacoits have been transferred. Such 
was (he case with Bhaget Prasad, a 
superintendent of police posted In 
the district. Mr Prasad was transfer* 
red within months of his posting, 
while his predecessor, despite the 
censure of the district court for 
allowing the dacoits to rule the dis* 
trict, was allowed to remain m bis 
post for three years. 

The criminals have now begun us* 
ing more sophisticated methods of 
extorting money. For the past one 
Mir, they have been imposing what 
has come to be known popularly as 
*'Sec(ion 144** on some farms of (he 
area. The imposition of the *'v*ction'' 
means that the owner of the farm is 
prevented from working in this field 
unless he pays the tax demanded by 
the "Bihar serkar." Often (he labour* 
ers are warned not to work by (he 
dacoits. With the police failing to 
gire any sort of protection to (he 
landowners^ there are around SO 
such farms, varying in site from 20 to 
70 acres in the district, which have 
been abendoned. If the trend con* 
tinueSi the rich farmers of the area 
may sell their land and move out of 
the area. 
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S at (an Ahir was perhaps the first 
major dacoit in Champaran. He 
was one of the gang members of 
Sitaram Rajgaria, whose name fi* 
gures in cases var^ng from uranium 
smuggling (0 political murder. Ra* 
jgaria was widely believed to be the 
financier of Kedar Fande In fact. 
Sattan Ahir and another ga^B mem¬ 


ber. Lakhan Ahir campaigned for Mr 
Pande during ihe 1080 .Sahha 
elections. 

In 1982, a senior police official 
*forced* Sattan Ahir to surrender 
while Lakhan Ahir formed his own 
gang. In the gang were Vyas Dubey, 
Nema Ahir, Ramjatan Nonia and 
Rudal Ahir. Soon, differences aro^e 












. •- 


OmoJI Uuto Ahir kllM Ui • police tneounttr In ftefllih 


pj)d the ^roup broke up. Each one of 
the criminelt then formed his own 
marauding band They agreed on 
their areas of operation 
Vyas Dubey, who was believed co 
be responsible for more than 50 
kidnappings and imposing "Seotion 
U4" on more than 20 landowners, 
was killed by Nema Ahir on New 
year's day this year. Nema Ahir drag* 
gad Dubey’s t^dy to his viUaga in 


Bagaha, displayed ii to the villagers 
and disposed it of. RudaJ Ahir, 
another gang leader, was killed 
one of his own men, Wakd Mian, last 
year. Bdsudev Yadav met his end in a 
police encounter The gangs which 
are active now are led by Dhrub 
Yadav, Dhrub Mallah. Nema Ahir, 
Ramjacan Nonia and Bhagw Ahir. 

Besides the patronage the 
police and the politicians, there are 
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Other factors whicn are responsible 
lor organised dacoity in this district. 
There are more than 50 villages 
under the six most effected police 
sutions—Bagaha. Ram Ntgar, Nan 
katiaganj,Lauria. Dumri and Gauna* 
hfr^where roads are nearly non^ 
existant and thus, the areas inac* 
cessible to the police. Further, the 
areas are close to the 100 km stretch 
of deep forests where the dacoita 
often hide from the police. 

There are also instances of police 
harassing the families of those kid¬ 
napped. A member gf a victim’s 
family told Sunday, that on 1 Janu* 
ary 1985 Nema Ahir snatched a trac¬ 
tor belonging co Uday Bhan Sin^ to 
give chase to Vyas Dubey. The trac¬ 
tor was later released by Nema. The 
police have been threatening Uday 
Bhan Singh with dire consequences 
for his ’'connections with the 

dacoiu" 

With the dacoits enjoying protec¬ 
tion, people of the area are con¬ 
vinced chat oothi.ig will be done to 
put ao end to their activities. Till the 
time of going to press, only one of the 
six MLAs of the area. Arjun Vikram 
Shah of Ram Nagar, met the chief 
minister to apprise him of the situa¬ 
tion and demanded action. It is 
doubtful if the true Bihar SarkarwiU 
take action. 

Yimvif ONmtm, 
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In Quest of Salvation 


On Mcik'irSdnM'nnri (ios 04 JunudnOhis year/, more 
l/iuit /otrrlci^/i fultjjiriis fiir^k <hr*rj um l'•in'U>llfRlilne hoiy 
fJjp rn l/u*» V’c r^iii ivHNTMjf(.’urwr Sugar—H'here 
"Mul/(t>r(«diig<r" nini4s l/infidv cW Mengn)—(ocleanse 
oJ vjok. I'liufdgnipJHTSmijf OuM ivosot 

CidMgn Sdgd/ fo f'(i|i(dir fiMtjt’.s iJdi^sf /ordfrrnai salvullon 

(jd ifdrin 


iCIotfcwU* rn>m bMtoni Ml» A wetiu IIm 
«n • M of thorw whMr poa»»m>^ pnv 

fat MtMtoa to Um: «om bp« rb« 4 r 
bMd» ia pnyar : pHeriiM poKonnliia • 
rtiiial •( Gwifi w m r; ooS the lemple itf 
K*9imvd$tsm»hiand 
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The Nation’s Grandchildren 


There have been many poJitical famiJies—the RooseveJts.the 
Kennedys, the ChurchiJJs—but none have ivieJded power so.consistentiy 
over their countries as the Nehru-Gandhj family. Tariq AJi in his latest 
book,The Nehrus and the Gandhis: An Indian Dynasty (published by 
Pan Books in association with Chatto and Windus and oistributed in 
India by Rupa and Co, 15 Bankim Chatterjee St. Calcutta 700 012, price 
£2,50J/rom which this extract is taken, traces the rise of Rajiv and 
Sanjay Gandhi and narrates the events that moulded them 
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A funliy portnlt taken In the Kremlin: L«fi to ri|M Sooia. fUi'pr. Rahul, ladka OaMlhl. Sanjay. Privinka and Mcnaka 


R ajiv Gandhi was born in AlUhabad in 1944. Hia 
broehar Sanjay in Delhi in 1946, Their mother's 
childhood had been, in her own words, ‘an 
abnormal one, full of loneUncss and. insecurity.* 
This had made her determined to ensure that her 
children were (\evet shore of love, companionship and 
children their own age. Rajiv was given an enorraoiis 
amount of attention during his first three years. They 
were still in Anand Rhavan Ferore and Indira were on 
tbeir own since Jawaharlal was in pnson. Rajiv was a 
happy child, full of fun and laughter. In 1946 he suffered 
two concurrent blows: they had to leave Allahabad and 
move to Lucknow end Sanjay was bom. His mother 
wrote; *1 was far from well and I found hj» lanrrums very 
irritating. Scolding only made it worse, So 1 tried 
reasoning. I (old him that much «« I loved him. his 
shouting disturbed me.* The fulluv ing cunwrsation then 
took place betwoan ihe thr«e*year uld and hi> mother. 


' Ra/iv, What can I do? 1 don't want to cry, it just comes, 
fxidira; There is a nice fountain in the garden. When 
you want to cry or shout, go to the fountain and do it 
there. 

PoUovring oa this experiment in child psychology. 
Indira explained that after this episode. *at the first sign 
of tears. I would whisper ‘‘fountain” and away he went. 
In the garden there was much to distract his attention 

and be soon forgot his troubl«rs.* Perose for his part was a 

loving and playful parent, not in the lean bit auihorita* 
nan. He was not. by temperament, a patriarch. Nor was 
he a hypocrite. He did not therefore, play the part of a 
severe father He was cunsiantly making wooden toys for 
I the children and joining in their games. Jt was hardly a 
secret that he had been unhappy when Indira took the 
* Imivs to live with their grandfather in the paltcial prime 
. residence in Delhi What about the boys? 

I Sanjay wav still very little, but Rejiv was over four at the 

IMumv n if| 
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tune. Whether or not hv ever expre5se<l any dj$quiei »t 
the time, the second lodve from what had b^ome home 
must have been m un^ietilins experience. 

One of Rajiv’s eajUeM memories of unpkeuntnew 
must have been the communal riots which shook Delhi in 
1947. when Sikh and Hindu refugees from Pakistan 
maasacred innocent Muslims in Delhi. Indira and the 
children had. at the time, been m Mussoorie. a hill 
resort. Feroze had cabled to say that under no circumat* 
aoces should they return to Delhi. Indira was punled 
and ‘Like all young wives. I began to get suspicious and I 
thought this was one reason why I should come im* 
reediaiely.* On (lie telephone Feroze described the 
horrors that had been taking place every day and 
indicated that this vms nut the place fur women and 
children. Indira's reaction was the exact uppoaiie. She 
packed their suitcases and caught the next train back to 
Delhi. The tvro boys must have sensed the reosloo and 
then, as they near^ Delhi, seen with their young eyes an 
awful scene. At a Delhi suburb. Shahdara. communal 
moba were preparing to lynch a Muslim on the pUtionn. 
Indira was outraged. Her Nehru temper became uncon¬ 
trollable. Leaving her petrified sons in the train, she 
Jumpad out of the compariment and silenced the crowd 
by an effective display of oratory. The victim was saved 
and the train moved on. She Uter told an interviewer 
that she would have done • greet deal more than just 
shout at them hed ir not been for the fact 'that 1 myself 


was in the procev of dressing/ What effect did this 
incident have on Rajiv and Sanjay? Children ere ex* 
trat^inarily perceptive at (bis age and even though 
(bey may have repressed their feelings, the image must 
heve stayed in Rajiv’s head for some time. He would also 
have heard his mother describing it to other adults on 
numerous occasions. 

In Teen Muni House, however, the outside world 
seemed very far away. The Prime Minister's house was 
enclosed on all sides, with gigantic lawns, huge rooms 
and lots of people coming and going Jawaharlal loved 
animals and the house had acquired a little too, which 
consisted of animals presented to the Prime Minister on 
his (ravels throughout India. There were dogs (pedigrees 
and Strays), parrots, birds, squirrels, rabbits and more 
exciting additions, which provided endless diversions 
for grandfather and grandchildren, tn Assam. Nehru was 
presented with e red Himalayan panda. It was a cub. 
They had not seen one before and had to consult a book 
on Indian animals in an Asaam library tc recognise the 

tiny ball of for. Rajiv namod it Bhimia and it occupied a 
comer in the boy*s bathroom. Their mother was indtil* 
gent, but she complained ^at, i could not house* train 
him and be always clunbed on to the toweVrack to do his 
business, besides racing all over the house.’ He was 
ultimately banished to &e garden, and in the summer, 
when Delhi became too hot, he went to the coolness of 
Neialcal The Asaaaaeae provided Bhimsa with a mate, 
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Poma (lotus in Sikkimese). The two pandas immediately 
took to each other. It was love at first sight and they 
produced cubs, an unusual occurrence for captive pan* 
das. Rajiv and Sanjay adored them. So did their 
grandfather. There was a small-scale rivalry for their 
affections, jawaharlal spent lime with them morning 
and evening and Indira wrote that 'they miss him a lot 
when he Is out of station.' When Nehru was unwell, his 
grandsons would cake Bhimsa to his bedroom to see him. 
an event which always cheered him considerably. 

The year before Rajiv and ^njay were packed off (o 
boarding school, the soo at Teen Murti was enlarged. 
Three tiger cubs entered the house. Rajiv and Sunday 
took Cg them at once. Before lung they were frolicking 
with the tigers quite fearlessly. Neither of the boys was 
scared of them. They treated them as ordinary pets. 
Other children and adults were petrified of the cubs. 
They wuuld not go near them, much to the amusement of 
Rajiv and Sanjav. who used these occasions to show off 
without inhibitu^n. As the tigers began to grow, two were 
presented to ihe zoo ei l.ucknow. The third had caught 
the fancy of a visiting world leader. Marshal Tiio of 
Yugoslavia. Nehru gave ir lo him as a present and it 
accompanied the Marshal hack io Belgrade. 

Life fur ihe two boys was full of diversions, bui the 
atmo$vh«re was very different it> ihe Attend Bhavan 
days in Allahabad. JuwaharltJ and Indira had grown up 
at a time when India wos engaged in struggles The 
country was occupied by a foreign power. Indira's 
childhood was colourvd hv her never*ending visits lo 
prison to see her father and grandfather, then her 
mother and she had finally ^pent some time inside 
herself. 


This bad alfected the intellectual and political forma¬ 
tion of father and daughter. During her youth and in her 
student days. Indira had rdad Beatrice Webbi Harold 
Laski. Aneurin Bevan. Bernard Shaw and numerous 
autobiographies. Later she read Sartre. Camus and De 
Beauvoir in the original French. Her stay in Europe had 
made her an addict of Western classical music. Bach and 
Beethoven in particular, as well as the cinema. Her 
favourite European city was Florence. In later life her 
reading had b^ome a little less highbrow. One of the 
favourites during her last years had been Barbara 
Cartland. symbolic perhaps of a more general decline in 
the country as a whole. 

Rajiv and Sanjay. by contrast, were brough* up in the 
shadow of power pities. Nvhru was a popular political 
leader, but his period in office was hardly a golden age. 
The deterioration in poUtica) standards had begun 
during his lifetime. Politics, in the India of the IdSQs, as 
far as Rajiv and Sanjay were concerned, meant endless 
I photographs with then mother and grandfather, accom* 

I panying the latter on odd state visits, being polite to 
visitors and dignitaries from abroad and observing the 
seamier side of politics when Congrrss bosses visited 
Teen Muni House to pay their respe< r». In short, the 
brothers Gandhi had b^ome the nation » grandchildren. 
Whatever else this might have meant, it certainly did not 
encourage a criticaJ view of India or ihe world. The 
ceremonies and rituals associated with power must have 
had some impact on two impressiunable young boys. 
Their lives and their perceptiuns of reality might well 
have been very different if they hod lived with their 
father in his modest MPs bungalow Keroze Gandhi's 
lifestyle was markedly dissimilar in virtually every way 


Indira (Gandhi I Ul«ning l«i rsilwr at ibe iveelllnihsneswar AliX* 
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to the domestic patterns of the Prime Minister's house. 

Feroze was. in an environment of his own choosing, a 
totally relaxed individual. He hated prolocoL state 
banquets, furmality in any shape or form. He was at his 
best during family picnics, where he could laugh, joke 
and frolic to his heart's content. Equally important was 
his refusal to participate in cover*ups of any sort in order 
to maintain the unity of the Congress hierarchy. He was 
an iconoclast and e^tcremely cniical of the direction 
taken by the Congress governments under his fathcr in 
law's steward.ship. The children, under his care, would 
not have been so bedazzled by their pronmity to power. 

As Indira became more and more immersed in every* 
day politics a decision had to be taken about the boys. 
Kajiv was twelve, Sanjay was nine. Their education had 
become a major concern for Indira, Ferose and Jawahar* 
lal It was decided to send them to the country's leading 
public school in Dehra Dun, in the Himalayan foothills, 
where the air was fresh and where, it was hoped, they 
would find fnends from a similar background and a good 
education. Dehra Dun wsk the site of India's first 
militarv academy and Us most*sought after Uoon School, 
which hud been established by an anglophile Indian in 
lU.fS 

tiducuiion m British India had been an upperclaas | 
affair, wnh certain institutions provided for the middle 
and lowei’/niddle classes. The oldest schools had been 
set up to educate the sons of the royal houses, the heirs 
to the lurgv cvtaieit o' the gentry m the country side, and 
others who were owners of property and inheritors of 
wealth. The Chief’s College in l.uhore was, as its name 
suggo'ited, designed to educate the chiefs of tomorrow 


Most Indians were kept outside its boundaries, not in 
order to encourage rapid polarisations, but to ensure 
that it was the chiefs who became the leaders of the 
Indians and acted on their behalf vis-a-vis the British. 
Other schools were, of course, permitted for lesser 
mortals. The clerks and white collar workers so vital to 
the Empire had to be produced from somewhere. As 
lime had passed it was realised that the Chief's College 
syndrome was no longer sufficient. Polo, cricket and 
buggery might be sufficient lo run a landed estate or a 
liny despotism, but something else was needed to 
produce people who would manage industry and run the 
country after independence. 

Our^ the 1920s and 19.^$, a number of schools were 
established in hill siations throughout India. These were 
modelled on En^ish public schools; thev placed a great 
deal of emphasis on sporrs, but also provided a core 
curriculum, provided and caught by a set of efficient and 
relatively enlightened school teachers. There were St 
Paul's and St Joseph's in Darjeeling; Oak Grove in 
Mussoone; Sherwood College in Nainital; Burn Hall in 
Abboiabad; Lawrence College in Ghoru Cali; Bishops 
Cotton in Simla; St Edmund*^ m Shillong, and Doon 
School in Dehra Dun. to name but a few. A network of 
I convents were provided to uffer the same facilities to 
girls, but there were also ihc women’s equivalents of 
Chief's Colleges, though very few in number. The prefix 
St was usually affixed to those H'hools which were r un by 
Jesuits or Catholic brothers. These tended to be ex* 
tremely strict, bur maintained fairly rigorous aducitioD* 
al standards. The Catholic brothers, descendants of the 
Inquisition, were great believers in torture. Beautifully 
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olle^ cane* were kept on dispUy and *benders' were 
regularly administered to recalcitrant pupils. There 
were also numerous sexual mddeats involving the 
Catholic brothers. 'Six benders now In front of the claas 
or two in my room after school* usuelly meant that the 
two* would be applied to here buttocks end 

in more then one case the petrified boy found ibet the 
object he wes threetened with was not a tveU-oited cane. 

D oon School was established in the eutumn of 193S on 
i 70>ecre estete in Debit Duo. lu declared elm was 
to develop e rounded'Out personality. The initial adver¬ 
tisement lor the htedraaster*! Job steted ther 'Though 
alivish imiietion is to be avoiaed, the proposed schi^l 
will atcempi to develop in en etmosphere of Indian 
culture end social environment many of the best lee* 
tures of English public schools'. In fact slavish imitation 
was not avoideo. Nor could it be The English public 
schools had becoma essential suppliers of army onicers 
and civil servants to service the Empire. In India they 
were needed to continue the tradition, bur vdth indige- 
notis recruits. It was in some ways symbolic that the 
military academy and the school were both in Dehre 
Dun. the Indien Army and the C^viJ Service would 
require these end similer institutions throughout the 
country. 

Rajiv end Seniay arrived et the school in 19$S. 
Everyone knew who they were, but nobody cared. That 
was ona of the best things as far as the Gandhis were 
concerned. The school was full of young men from 
privileged families end the fact that Nehru's grandsons 
Kad joined this select bend wes not a big surprise. The 
friends that Son jay. in particular, wes to make nerc were 
to remain his 'buddies* for the rest of his life and their 
school nick-names 'Dumpy' and 'Roly*Paly' (eppli^ to 
Akber Ahmed end Kamej Nath respectively) were to be 
feaeured in rhe Indian press. 

The prinetpel of the school in 195S was a legendary 
character celled J.A.K. Mirtyn. He had taught at Harrow 
for ten years from 1924-34 and had then gone to India 
with Arthur Foot from~Eton and helpi^ start the Doon 
School. He bed become the headmaster in 194d end had 
stayed at his desk for enother 13 years. Ha had been 

B eatJy influenced by the educetionel theories of Kurt 
ihn and had incorporated many of his relonns. He was 
generally regarded as unassuming and friendly and 
integrated easily into post-independence Indian society. 
He loved the mountains, and the school's most arduous 
climbs were planned by him with great care and an 
incredible attention to every det^ He introduced 
countless young Indians to the joys of mountaineering. 
According to their contemporaries, Rajiv and Sanjay 
both enjoyed the school, chough the younger brother was 
even then considered far more of an extrovert Neither 
he nor Rajiv, however, were ever known to have 
boasted, or attempted to utilise their grandfather's 
standing in the counery. Their contemporaries included 
the actor Roshan Seth, who would one day plav Nehru in 


painter of the Baroda School, the most exciting and 
innovative group of artists in India. Apart from them the 
overwhelming majority of Doscos (tM name taken by 
the school's alumni) were civil servants, journalists, 
business execubves and industrialists. There were •Iro a 
sprinkling of cMn who had become senior anny officers. 
Impnat megaiine in Bombay published an artide on the 
school in which the author was told by an old Doecovian, 
nicknamed 'Tiw* (short for Tagore) of an incident 
durmg the Indo-Pakisun war in Bengal: 'During the 
1971 war on the Pakistan border, a famous commandar 
of an Indian ruiment took his foihore and shouted over 
to the other lidei "AnyDoon stuoents out there?" When 
Che enswer came beck in the negative he said, "OK, than 
HmI'" Tbarc is something grotesque about this stui?. but 
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it is not apoci7pha]. There wen- other incident of a 
similar sort which were rep<ir:vd at the time. Many 
senior Indian and Pakistani «iifjcers had been, if nut to 
the same school, to the same mihtnry academy in Dehra 
Dun end after the surrender many old stories were 
exchanged over glasses filled with an amber liquid. 

It should not be forgotten that Dehra Dun did not only 
accommodate a militarv academy and Doon school. It 
also had a prison. The iwo Uj.vs ut Doon School, had a 
grandfather, who had ^iient many yenrs in Dehra Dun 
prison. Did they ever, during then long stay at the 
school, take «n afiern«>on off and visit the prison? If they 
did it must have been a seoiei, for no one has written 
about or referred lo Ir. All the indications are tbat they 
did not, which is hardly surprising. The colonial period 
may have been e^hi or nine years away, but it already 
seemed distant. The new rulers weie firmly embedded 
in the old soil and prisons were no longer symbols of 
respectability in the Congress milieu. 

In 1960 Ferosc had died. Both boys were extremely 
ipset. Rajiv was the more reserved emotionally, but 
even be had rioi boon able to hiile the pain. Saniay hod 
been visibly upset. Their isoiher wrote to an olo family 
fnend, Mohamined Yunus. **! don't know whut to write. 1 
am feeling so utterly desolate and miserable. You know 
more than anyone else hr»w much Feroze and 1 disagreed 
end quarrelled over the yeais and yet instead of 
separating or slackening the bond of friendship, we were 
closer than ever before. We had a wonderful holiday 
together, nearly a month in a hou^boat in Srinagar, and 
we made so many pUns for the future. The bo**8 are of ui 
age when they ne^ e father more than a mother. 1 feel 
lose and empty end deed and yet life must go on.* 

Indira knew how much Kerote and his sons had beeg 
attached to eath other. .Any plans b«mu made by thair 
parents to live together, and it la obvious that this ia 
what was being aiscussetl, would have delighted both 
Rajiv and Saaiay. The death was a tragedy in more th^ 
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where her boys went. They had not shown the slightest 
ioterest in uoiiiics till th«t time. When u lourrwliM lifter 
vommenteu on this feet. Jndirj replied *i ti iod my best 
:j keep them away from it.' That remark wa.t made in 
I97i. 

At Trimly College. Rajiv enjoyed himself. He was a 
quiet man. extremely modest and generally liked. Occa* 
siunally the odd English student would ask him: *Bv the 
way are you related to the Candhi. Are you hts son or 
something?' Rajiv would smile and explain that all he 
shared with Gandhi was a name He never went on to say 
Ihst he was. however, a Nehru, and that his grandfather 
was Prime Minister of India. He wan still at Cambridge 
in the summt'i ot 1%4, when Jawaharlal died. Friends 
recall him being estremely quiet and upset fur a few 
duvs but Uv did iu»t discuss the event with too many 
people. 

Cambridge h^d not mamiged to interest Rajiv in 
politics or «iriv academu pursuits. He left without a 
degree. His most imjiorianr discovery in this old English 
university town had been a young Italian woman. Sonia, 
with whum he fell in love in t%v He returned to India 
KOOA afterwards and declared that he was going to leant 
flyirig and become h pilot. Indira was not particularly 
pleased, but she had n«> serious .dternative at the time, 
rbough she must hax e c ur«ud inwardly at this hereditary 
iiassiim fur fiviog that had afflicted ihc Nehru men. As 
far as .Soma was concerned. Indira was initially less than 
enrhusijsik and persuaded Rajiv to postpone the mar* 
I lage fur a while. She made no secret of the fact that she 
would have preferred her s<m to marry an Indian. Shades 
of old Motilal hed coloured his grand*diughter't vision, 
hui when she realised that Rajiv and Sonia were 
>erious, she gate her consent, Tliey were married in 
l%d. in l>elhi, and Sonia was welcomed warmly into the 
Vrhi l iiandhi family circle. Whereas Motilal had 
Ihre.uvncd Jawaharlal that if he had wed a foreigner the 
children wauld suffer since they would Im deprived of 
grand parental aftectiun. there was nothing ramotaly 
simdui in Indira'v response to her first grendchild^, 
Rahul. Tile new addirion became an instant favourite. 
So'iu and Indira became extremely fund of each other. 
li was a rclati«>n»hlp that time would deepen still 
further. Rjjiv got a job as a pilot with the state^wned 
domestic airline <liHlian Airlinesj and was both satisfied 
and happy, fits vuicv was often heard in internal flints, 
but ji was always. 'This is your Captain Rajiv...' The 
surname was nevei u«ed. Life in Delhi for the new 
couple Ml into aa easy groove of parties (both diploma* 
lie and businessi and an aimless upper middle-class 
existence. Rajiv met old fnendv from boon School and 
Cambridge, bur that was all. He never cuirivated the 
politicians or the gangsier^busmessmen who were nften 
trailing behind them. 


iiisi u pervnidi sense It is very unhkclv that herore 
tiandhi would have encouraged any <lynjv:ic prelen* 
Mt»n^ on the pari of eiiher son. Nm wduhl iheie have 
iK'vn an excuse for San jay to become j iiilJai of nu|>p«»i 
jor his mother. Everything that is known alHiiu Ferotv 
inilti ;ii«'s rh^r he would have fmind all t.«lk rel.n«Hl r<i the 
divine rights of ih> Neh* u clan somewhat lepulsive and 
would have been varcavlic. even brutal, at the exjwnse of 
the sycophant who had suggested siiwh a cuuis**. He had 
himself fastidiously avoided profitiiiK trum (he tael 
Nehru was his falher-in law The sycophaniK tacimn in 
the Luk .Sabhii had niways avoided heroze. whose biting 
humour wav well-known. What could even have been in 
doubt was Indira's own position after the death of 
Shastn. We cannot take speculation too far, hm ihcre is 
widespread agreement that if Fvroze Gandhi had not 
died in India's political history^not in iis essen 
tial^t. but in relation to certain particular a^pi-ci^—might 
have been very different. 

After the death of thoir father. Indmi confnmted a 
dilemma. The Doon School days wuuld >o«>n be over. 
What should he done next? Neither Rajiv nor Sanjay 
displayed any interest in an academic career. Nor had 
they given too much thought to their futures Indira 
discussed the problem with Jawaharlal He wav anxious 
that at least one of them follow in his footsteps at 
Cambridge. This was a period when the Indian govern¬ 
ment was discouraging Indian students from wasting 
precious foreign exchange by studying abroad The 
Decision to send Rajiv to Cambridge and Sanjay to ^dy 
automobile enguieering this idea) was cncicised by 
opposition politicians and the press. If restrictions were 
lu be imposed on Indians wishing to cumplete their 
studiai in Britain or the United Mates, then, it was 
arguad. the nation's grandchildren should vet an ***•*}• 


M eanwhile. Sanjay's life was taking a slightly diffe¬ 
rent course, though equally removed from any 
involvement with day to-day politics. Banjay had not 
been able to stay at Doon School. It was not iFiac ha had 
been expelled, but his mother had been told that he 
would do better elsewhere. He had returned from Doon 
to Delhi and found a place in a day-school in the capital: 
Si, Columba's. When asked what interested him the most 
he used to make no secret of his passion for cart. He 
declined the offer to go to a university in either Britain 
or the Uoited States. 

Insteed he decided to work as an apprentice with 
RoUs-Royce in EiMand for a period of three years. Once 
again he left witKout finishing hia course. His name 
meant Victory*, but be had allowed himself to be 
defeated first ^ Doon School and then by RoUs Royce. 
He returned hotse with an iacomplett knowledge aSout 
the mechanics of motor-cira Hii grandfather was dead, 
but so was Lai Bahadur Shasm. Indira was Prime 
Minister of India. Baojay had never cared too much for 
his grandfather. He wew leter edmit to e journellst 
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(hdr ,1aM .iharlal had not influenced hi$ chou^t m any 
way what^(>ever Go his return to India, Sanjay could 
have tikitamed a job with the already existing car 
industry It is unlikely that be would have been refused a 
place. Instead he began to agitate for a small raanufac* 
turin^ industry of his own. He said he wanted lo make a 
small cdr for India, mare compact and neat than the 
wmcwhjt unwieldy Ambassadors. Foreign cars are not 
allowed into the country becuase of tariff barriers, 
designed to encourage local industry. Sanajay wanted to 
design and build his *Maruti* (Son of the wind*god}. 

His request proved an embarrassment to virtually 
everyone Fnor to his return from Rolls-Royce in Crewe, 
a number of teams of experts bad been nominated by the 
government to study the feasibility of a more economic 
and smaller car. There had been talk of a state-owned 
industry in cotiuboraiion with a leading European fins, 
but the mutter hud not been taken any further because 
of the undisguised hostility of the private sector's 
powerful lobby of motor manufacturers, which resented 
any thought of enmpetition. There was a radical opposi- 
tiun to the pruiect from economists who were opposed to 
allocating liaaly-needed resources to producing cars, 
when there was a desparate need in the couninrside for 
bicycles and new buses for public transport. The issue 
had b^n shelved. 




Nehru 


Then something not so amaxins happeoed. Saojay 
refused to be dissuaded from his beloved Maniti project 
and ail the barriers were suddenly lifted, an inoicacion 
ihat when bureaucrats and industrialists wanted to 
move quickly they could do so regardless of any red- 
tape Sanjay obtained goveraaieni approval, which 
meant that a project being discussed 1^ the state was 
immediately ii ansferred to the private sector He then 
raised the nevessary capital, bought land near Delhi (a 
difliculi operation at the best of times) and set up the 
Maiuii factory. Indira had obviously not asked (hat 
spt vial favours be acctirded to her son, but then this was 
not considered necessary. She did not oppose the Maruti 
plan euher iind that was sufficient for the sycophants. 
When the oppsition attacked the Maruii affair as India’s 
equivalent ot Watergate. Indira was livid. She daimed 
that the I'pposition wanted lo penalise Sanjay just 
because he was hei son 'What must I do>* she retoned, 
'if my son does not happen to be a professor type?' Her 
opponents naturally remained unconvinced. They re* 
plied that Sanjay could do what he liked, but this was a 
case of the Prime Minister's position indirectly used to 

f ive an inexperienced youth privileges, which would 
Bve been denied lo the nverwulming bulk of his peers 
in India. 


The Manjti scandal continued to hauot Indira for't' 
long time, but nothing illegal had been done. It was'a 
straightforward case ol nepotism. In Pakistan dunni ^ 
mid* 1960s, (he then military dictator's son had utilised 
his father's position to set up a flourishing industry with 
(he help of local businessmen. When (questioned aboat 
the affair by foreign journalists, Field-Marshal Ayubhad 
replied: *1 never knew that my son (he had previously 
bMn an army officer—aurhM*) had such a talent .for 
business.' A more recent case of the same type, has 
involved the British Prime Minister-Margaret ^iaccher 
and her son, Mark, who accompanied her on a state visit 
to the de facto ^itish protectosate of Oman, during 
which visit c<'n(raci$ were.signed the Omani regime 
and (be private company by whom Mark was empli^ad. 
The resuiiant future in the Pfiiish press was short-lived; 
a number of MPs alleged many detiils remained, .co¬ 
vered. In other word-^ the Sanjay phenomenon was by no 
means unique or origmal. Humorous other cases could 
be cued from vniually w'ery other capitalist dernocracy. 

Two further problems soon arose The first was that 
(he Maruii never materialised. Sanjay was good at 
driving cair and fixing his own, but h)s parformance as 
an industrialist had merely created a set of problems for 
his mother. A large amount of mona^ had been ex¬ 
pended to build San jay's cheap, low-petrol <on sumption 
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aulomobile. People began tn ask what had been done 
with the money. Nu replies were forthcoming. Saojay 
had been defeated for the .third lime in his youna life. To 
Doon School and Kuds-Royce could now be added Che 
fiasco of Maruti. The second problem developed when 
Sanjay decided to abandon the ^aTf car and movd iMo: 
big politics The cataly?(t wsrehe famous judgment of the 
AJI^abad High Court iri 197S, which declared Mrs 
Gandhi's elMion from Ree'Bareilly null and void and 
gave her a limited p^iod of time to step down aa the 
country*s prime minister. 

I n the autumn of 1974 Soniay had married a young Sikh 
woman, Maneka Anand. Her fumily had a long record 
of service to the nj hn the Western pari of the Punjab 

(which ts now Pakistan). They had fled during The 
panitioD of the subcontinent and sought refuge in Delhi. 
Maneka’i father was a retired army officer. Her mother 
had gradutied in psychology and then did a pw* 
graduate course at San Dtdjo in the United States, man 
she was nx, her father,'Colonel Anand, had been postedi 
to Britain for a special training course in lignaw'llw 
familv had aCcotifflaniedJtlm and they'had seuMa in .ai 
liny EngU$h vift.Re'Wi,tcS«»Td, • nftrSWibm: 
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•od not fw' from Cheitaohun. For two 
5ian young ttudiod it ■ NAAFI school, b e fofg 

rtturcung to India. 

Durloi a long latarHaw with Dhlrca Bbagat in the 
Q/ufffaced WttkJy of ibdr a the conieeted that she had 
peady enjoyed writinf at school, espedaliy childreo'e 
poemA which 1 buk have st opped as soon es I realised 
that they were hed*^ This was not whoUy true. She 
started siting poerry again after her marriage, though 
she only sbowM the poems to Senjiy. Her writing also 
included regular letters to her mower fcmn school. One 
of these, wrinen when she was fifteen, gives us an idea 
of her strong sense of loyalry:hope Uncle Minna dies a 

e ^ry death. I have run through all my schetnes of 
idnapping his children, poisoning his wife's food. etc., 
and now I give up.* The aforesaid Vnde Minna bad been 
giving Mrs Anand a tough tiffiet 
Her reading, sha confeasad. consisted of 'studies on 
the mind*. This had startled her interviewer, who came 
back with: 'You mean things UkeCUbtn Ryle's Coocepr 
of (ho Mind?' Her reply was a quick denial; 'No. no, no. 
I'm talking about ... training s^edules. Memorea sys* 
terns. How the mind can m sort of agpended. Do 
aaythiim you want... At the moment Vm residing a book 
called 1 m Poatibility of ImpoMibiliry... [it's ab^l how 
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they train psychics for warfarei and how they make them 
wo^ in hospitals.* 

When Maneka married Sanjay. she was not interested 
in politics. Her perents had not been too strongly in 
favour of dm natch. They thought chet he was too old 
and a libertiDe. During the courtship, Mrs Anand used to 
insist Char the eighteen-year-old Maneka was back home 
by 9.30 p.m. every evening. The couple bad decided on a 
cfvll memage, i^ich was legalised in the house of a 
Muslim friend of the Nehru family, the ubiquitous 
Yunus: 

Around this ti me an exdting event took piece in my 
house—the memage of Sanjay Gandhi with Maneka 
Aoend, on 29 September 1975... B£rv Indira Gandhi, as 
well aa cbe bridegroom himself, wanted austerity and 
rttitbor any fuss nor advance publidty. Since the 
girl's people were known to me, they expressed a 
daaire to uae my place for the purpoee. This fact was 
kept a well-fuajM secret. The dvil marriage and 
the ai 40 iag of the documents were over in a few 
acutes. I was a wlmass along with the tvro mothers' 
ifl'law. 

Ilneha'i arrival at t Safdariung Road during the 
emargeacy furdiar allanatad Rajiv and Sonia. They 


found her enthusiasms irksome and her nai vete pain 
ful. She later claimed that the emergency had not really 
bothered her in any way at aU: ‘You see, I was a new 
bride. All the time during the emetgency the only thing 1 
was aware of was chat 1 was very much in love with 
Sanjay... My life really centred tound Sanjay totally.* 
She was studying at India's famous posi'graduate estab* 
lishment. the JawaharUl Nehru University in Delhi, 
during the emergency years. She claimed that she was 
oblivious to everything hui the fact that her husband 
was being badly treated 

1 fell Sanjay was being made the scapegoat for 
everythiog. Ultimately, everything came back to 
Sanjay. Ihe chief ministers shared do blame, the 
ministers shared no blame, .all the people in charge 
were now on the other side accusing Sanjay...in those 
rwo years he wa^ blamed fnr everything. 

During these years a veteran Indian journdlst. Khush* 
want Singh, had become a close friend of Sanjay and his 
Bother. Khushwant once described himself to friends as 
the ‘caIhgirT of Indian journalism. His vices undoubted* 
ly included political promiscuity and he was used by a 
wide variety of people, but always in return for favours 
of which he never made e secret. Thus in return for 
lupoorting the emergency he was the Nehru*Gandhl 
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family's nominee for the editorship of ih« H;ndusrart 
Times, a paper owned by the Birla family and tradi* 
Nonally regarded as a govemmetit mouthpiece, like 
eighty per cent of thi* previ in Britain. Khushwant was 
also presented with thv Congress nomination to the 
Upper House of the Indian Parliament, a largely con* 
stdtaiive chamber. He later became a non-favourite and 
then, as was his wont, repealed ail. He helped Sanjay to 
start a weekly paper, Surya. so that Maneka could 
occupy herself at the editor's desk He explained: 
Primarily he wanted to get her out. She was really 
getting into hi$ hair the whole time. Aod he was 
getting very tired... After she got married, she was 
ioterfering in ererything. She was very brash and she 
never really measures her words beiiTe she speaks. 
And be was getting a little tired and fed up. So Sa/yo 
smned. And the first half dosen issues were almost 
entirely rewritten by me. 

On Sanjay, whom he met regularly during the 
emergency, lUiushwent reported; 

He was obviously a very rough nut. He was very soft 
spoken. He never used any strong language. He was 

E turiunicel beyond belief... And he wes quite ruth* 
ess. People who crossed his oath were shown ehim. 
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iurely no m«rcy... He was reaJJy JnstrumencaJ in roy 
ietting into the Rajya Sabha (upper hou^) and the 
Hindustan Times- He handed me a lon| liar of 
/findusian Timea staff members and he said: these 
are communists. Watch out for them * ( had no 
intention of taking note of what he said—though I've 
preserved the list—but it surprised me that his 
information was absolutely correct. There were about 
25 of them on this list and tJiey were alt memhers of 
the CPI or the CPKMi. 

Many other people who have wrmen about Sanjay 
have commented on his semi fascisi Mreak. He was 
icnratient with democracy, fed-up at the slow progress uf 
industrialisation, hated natiuiulised industries and the 
trades unions. His Maruti plant had, on occasion, been 
disrupted by strikes and he had developed an obsessive 
hatred against the CPI for rhat leason. even though it 
had loyally supported the emergency. Sanjay had taken 
over the Youth Congress as his special instrument and 
inaugurated a four-point programme: slum clearance, 
ma$5 sterilisation, trcv planting and abolition of dow¬ 
ries. 

All this had backfired after (he killings near Turkman 
Gate. The stories of the crimes had spread throughout 
Northern India In August-Seiember 197S casual labour¬ 
ers had virtually disappeared from Delhi. This was 
unheard of in a city where there is always a rush to find 
work. The labourers, it was discovered, had returned to 
their villages to avoid the fatal incision in their genitals. 
In November 1975, the Nehru birthday celebrations, 
which always included a large free picnic for hundreds 
of chJdren, had to be cancelled. Mothers had refused to 
send (heir male children to the event in case 'Sanjay 
Gandhi's doctors’ had them sterilised. Fear can create 
many diversions. What was clear was that the emergency 
regime could no longer be sustained. The parliamentary 
majority was slowly being whittled away, ^njay Gandhi 
was, without doubt, the most hated man in the country. 

Indira Was not in favour of pusiponing elections 
Indefinitely, despite Sanjay's pleas to the contrary. It 
was not that she was still JawaharUl Nehru's daughter 
or that part of the old Congress tradition had rubbed off 
on her. She was the most astute political leader in India 
at the time. Sanjay was e novice. She had bean aware of 


the change in mood. She know that running trains on 
tune did not mean much to the bulk of the country. Most 
important of all, she understood that if Congress did not 
quit voluntarily through an election, other methods 
might become popular and the legitimacy of the whole 
system, not just the Nehru'Ganohi heritage and the 
Congress, might be put at risk. Elections had been 
announced. Sanjay had sulked. His mother broadcast 
the following message to the nation: 

Every election is an act of faith. It is an opportunity to 
cleanse public life of confusion. So let us go the polls 
with a resolve to reaffirm the power of the people and 
uphold the fair name of India. 

Change is the very law of life... This is a time of 
greai fluidity in the world. Contemporary society is 
beset with dangers to which developing countries are 
specially vulueiablc. lUnce ull chunpe must be 
peaceful. This is the legacy of our freedom struggle, 
uf Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

It is difficult after leading the last paragraph to 
believe that the 1977 elections were a gross miscalcula¬ 
tion on her part or that she had thought she would win. 
There had been too many writings on too many wells all 
over India for her to have harboured any illusions on this 
score. She knew Congress would not win even before the 
date was announced. One day into the campaigning and 
she had gut a fairly good idea as to the size of her 
support. 

Sanjay had now suffered his fourth defeat. He had lost 
Amethi, his constituency, despite the support uf the 
local potentate, the Raja of Amethi. He declared, as the 
results came in from all over the country, that he was 
quitting politics. If Janata had offered any alternative, 
he might well have embarked on a new adventure, but 
observing tfaelr bisarre antics and mismanagement, 
Sanjay vfith his gang-leader's mentality, observeif that 
this defeat could be transformed into a victory. He 
re-entered the battle and never left his mother's side 
during this period in her life. More to the point he began 
to build (he Conmss afresh, but on the lines we have 
already noted above. It was now that Akbar Ahmed 
<Dumpy from Doon) joined his ranks, a gesture Sanjay 
never forgot, for in India friends normally dlsiftpeared if 
you were no longer in office. 
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Sikh Terrorists Shoot High Priest 


WhiJe ir is true thai most of the 
terrorists have indeed been wiped 
out, this incident is a clear indication 
that many are still at large. Police 
ftources said that the three young 
men who attempted the murder were 
quite raw and untrained. Not only 
did they drop a wallet cumaining 
documents but al&o a blanket. Apart 
from that they possessed very old 
ammunition and weapons. This leads 
une to believe that the young men 
are new entrants who form a pan of a 
disorganised and leaderless terrorist 
gruup. The police have been able to 
arrest twu of the three gunman and 
the dropped wallet has yielded valu* 
able dues which have led to the 


had even gone on to say that a hi ly 
place could not be a place of mu* 
dence. KJrpal Singh had al^ im* 
posed a ban on the carrying of 
weapons in the '‘Parikrama*' of the 
Golden Temple. But he had to revise 
his order due to pressure from terror* 
ists. Intelligence sources claim that 
these were tbe reasons whv the 
Jachedar was on the hit list. 

It was merely two days after 
General A.S. Vaidya's statement that 
the army has more or less successful* 
ly completed Che task of clearing the 
terrorists Iron the villages in Punjab 
and UDearthed most of the welponi 
and expioiives hidden la the state 
that the terrorists struck again. 


arrest of Devinder Singh Faujh an 
ex servicemen and Darhan Singh 
Misery of Dalai village in Jagraon. 
One suspect is still absconding. 
According to the district magistrate 
Mr K.R. Lakhanpal, the weapons and 
the motorcyde used in this crime 
have also ^n reovered from the 
two hitmen who were administered 
amnr at a gurdwara in Moga on 15 
January when they took the oath to 
kill Jathedar Kirpal Singh 
Mr Prem Sin^ LaJpura the acting 
pruiidant of SOPC stated that the 
attack on Giant Kirpal Singh was 
Crtginoarad by the Congress(l). 
However. Ciaiu Sahib Singh, one of 
the five head priests of the Golden 
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Temple ^«ud: "U wus a cowardly dnd 1 
pohtK'ully unsound aiiaik on Jaihe* j 
dar Kiipai Siniih ;n u crucial time ‘ 
when some kind ol poiirical 
meni wus «n sight. The terrorist pur* 
posely >iiMck so that Purtjah cuuld 
nni remuin peuceful. •‘Whenever 
there in u propnsj] of talks with the 
centre, the untiscKiHl element v liuve 


delib«i.itel> vabocaged them.*' 

The irresponsible statements by 
men like ITem Singh Lalpura, who 
are hardly known as Sikh leaders, 
are bound lo mislead the innocent 
Sikh masses. Thoufdt the attack on 
J.iihedar Kirpal Singh will not have 
any efkxi on any tyi^of future talks 
with the AkaliMt still remains to be 


seen whether terrorists will keep on 
striking. A visit by A run Singh, par* 
liamentary secretary to the PM. to 
Ludhiana to call upon the injured 
Jathedar is a clear indication that 
the centre is now sincerely in> 
teresced tn solving the Punjab 
tangle. 

nta gharmi, Chtndigaffi, 


THE KISSINGER VISIT 


Greeting an Old Foe 

Worm ivi.'lronw? Ibi Di Henry Kis.singifr 


T he former naiinna! security advis* 
er to the US PresideTii and part* 
architect of the US tilt towards 
Pakiitan in the early Ul7(l«,Ur Henry 
KisitmgerN trip tu New Delhi on Ins 
way from Kiithtnamlu to fslamdliad 
on IS,Iuni arv genvi.iied *i great deal 
of puhlit interest *ii the capital. 

Ir alsu Hurjirisud members uf the 
opposition. Its Dr Kissinger was the 
mun who lud descrilicd Mrs Csndhi 
ns a "liar” 

Ihe invitation to this latter day 
Metiernich, hehl in great awe by our 
bureaucratic elite, was made several 


ion maker,’ especially through tlie 
lecture circuit. Senittr hureaucrais 
believe that an exchange of views 
would perhaps **$ 0 ( 100 " this brilliant 
taciictun towards India, a country he 
has been known tu be antagonistic 
ciboui ever since the Bangladesh war. 
This is clearly revealed in his book, 
ffenry KissfAger.' V&srf of VphtarsK 
in which he mentirms his struggle to 
get the US Congress to tilt towards 
Pakistan and lu give them military 
assistance. 

For l>r. Kissinger, who is now a 
highly*paid cunxultani with several 



Henry KMoi^r Iright 1 with Knfnnh Khendari 


months ago. But. chc sudden 
nnnouncement of his visit, while he 
was vdcationjng with his wife. Nancy, 
and F^^end^* in Kathmandu gives the 
impre.^$io:i that (he visit was mure of 
a private one. The private visit was 
hastily rranstormed into an official 
one. with the former socretarv of 
state being treated as a state gue;t. 

One of the reasons behind the 
“invitaiion'’ could be the fact that 
Or Kissinger, though nn longer 
lecretary of state, has a c^instderable 
influence over the intidiortiial elite 
in the CS and is a formidahU ‘opin* 


large business conglomerates, this 
public toasting could only be helpful. 
(r India, after a gap of ten years, he 
packed in a lot in his brief stay. He 
met the Prime Minister, spent an* 
hour and'a'half with Mr Romesb 
Bhandari, secretary, ministry of ex* 
ternal affairs, met MrG. Parthasara- 
thy. chairman, policy planning com* 
mittev, (he foreign secretary. Mr 
{ M.K* lUsgotra, and Mr L,K. Jha. who 
hosted a dinner fur him. 

Dr Kissinger, the Nobel laureate 
(for Peace lal^ gave a public talk on 
*'An American viewp<*iA( of the 


world situation" and met senior jour* 
nalists in an •‘off'ihO'record" lunch. 
In his widely reported talk, he said 
(hat since there was no clash of 
interests between the United States 
and India, he saw no reason why the 
two countries could no. come closer. 

In fact, he was amazeu by some of 
the accusations made in India that 
his country was trying to d.vide In* 
dia. "I am astonished when I read 
allegations," he said, ‘ that the Un 
tied States is involved i:. some of the 
sad events that have taken place 
recently ./The alternative of an India 
that is Asperate and engaged in 
communal disputes and internecine 
political warfare," he said, “would 
attract interference from both of the 
superpowers "A "strong, united and 
economically developed India" was 
an imperative of US policy, accord¬ 
ing to him. 

Dr Kihsinger’s talk was ^riicular 
ly interesting on the topic of non 
alignment. He said that he had no 
pr^lem whatsoever in respecting 
non-alignment when it reflected the 
national interest uf developing coun* 
tries, but, he could not i^uite accept 
the partisan pronouncements often 
made. While adding that he had 
particularly followed the pronounce* 
mem» uf tW Gtuup of 77 countries, 
be had observed that according to 
them nothing the US ever did was 
right. The USSR, on the other hand 
never appeared 10 do anything 
wrong. **1 believe that the cullectlve 
impact of the non-aligned countries 
would be much greater if their pro* 
noun cements were more balanced." 
He did add. however, chat to be 
"non aligned like India, you need 
someone who is aligned." 

The Kissinger visit went off well 
and left a few smug smiles in South 
Block, but in timing left a bit to be 
desired. The visit coincided with the 
dramatic arrests of several key gov* 
ernment officials on charges of 
espionage: especially of Mr Kher, the 
personal assistant to .the Prime 
Minister's *principal private secret* 
ary. Dr P.C* Alexander. ‘Hie expose 
of (he existence of an espionage ring 
right has generated a great deal of 
spMulation and U is being said che 
spies were working for Western pow* 
ers including the CU 
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resigned because *he suspects that 
his “deniotion" is the work of the 
coterie without MGR's knowledge. 
He wUk however, continue to be in 
■cdve party member. An alanning 
feature in TaztiU Nadu politics played 
up recently by 5. ThiruQivukkaraau. 
is wbei decisions and statements are 
}>eiaf attributed to MCR by the rul* 
ing coterie. In fact, fearing this. Ra* 
jtv Gandhi bad suggest^ to the 
delegation of AlADMK leaders who 
calM on him in Delhi that it was 
better for a soup of ministers to go 
abroad to hold discussions with MGR 
regarding the formation of the new 
government. However, MGR 
apparently sent a telegram directing 
ibat only Mr Neduncheaan and the 
chief secretary of Tamil Nadu need 
meet him at New York. 

Mr Thirunevukkeresu has decided 
to seek ramediel measures by going 
and meeting MGR himself. But it is 
poulble that Mrs Janaki Ramachan* 
dran, MGR's wife, may not allow him 
to meet the CM, particularly as ha is 
a close associate of Jayalelithe. SuH' 
OAY learns from reliable sources that 
Mrs Janaki Ramachandran, being 
closest to MGR now, is in a position 
to dictate terms. While she does not 
have any political ambitions, she is 
likely to support Mr Veerappan just 
to ensure that Jayalalitha*s chances 
are destroyed. Mr. Veerappan 
and Mr Nedunchaaan have begun 
cultivating her •• they have the same 
common eoemy: Jayalalitha. All 
documents and papers for MGR have 
to be routed through attlmr Mre 


Minister resigns in protest 


T he first major discordant note in 
the AUDMK was struck at 11.3C 
am on 16 January by minister S. 
Thirunavukkarasu. At a much* 
delayed press conference, he 
announced his resignation from the 
caretaker ministry adding that he 
would personally go to New York to 
clarify certain issues with the con* 
veleicing Tamil Nadu chief minister 
M.G. Ramachandran. With his 
announcement, the 3S*year*old 
''trusted lieu tenant" of MGR brought 
the hidden cracks in the AlADMK 
into the open. Mr Thirunavukkerasu 
was resigning in protest against a 
‘'group" that has emerged in the 
party and has allegedly contrived 
without M.G. Ramachandran's know 
ledge, to strip the young minister of 
hit major portfolios of excise (which 
brings in revenue of Rs 220 croresl 
and handlooms and textiles, leaving 
him with only commercial taxes and 
the noon menl scheme. 

State finance minister V.R. Nedun 
chesian returned from New York 
after meeting MGR and handed over 
two letters from MGR to the state 
governor Mr S.L. Khurana. The first 
letter stated that he would return 
and assume office by the first week 
of February. The other dealt with the 
reallocation of portfolios following 
the resignation of two ministers: 
F.M. Kolandaivelu because he had 
been elected to the Lok Sabha and 
M. Vijayasarathy because of his de* 
feat in the Assembly elections. The 
noon meal scheme which was hand¬ 
led by Kolandaivelu was transferred 
to Thirunavukkarasu while the other 
portfolios handled by him—highways 
gramdan and bhoodan—have been 
transferred to Mr Nedunchesian. 
While Mr Thirunavukkarasu has 
been allowed to retain his commer¬ 
cial laxas portfolio, the others, ex¬ 
cise. handloom and textiles have 
been taken by Mr Nedunchesiaa. 

From the time MGR took ill, a 
group under the leadership of R H. 
Veerappan has emerged as a power¬ 
ful coterie in direct conflict with the 
Jayalalitha faction. Mr Veerappan, a 
shrewd cectieian, roped in Ur Nedun- 
chesian into his group as rhe latter's 
presence givaa the manipulations of 
his cotarla a legitimacy as Mr Nedun- 
chesian is the & facto chief minister 
in MGR’s absence. The other promin¬ 
ent members of this group are: trans¬ 
port minister Mr Muthuswamy and 
the chief of the MGR fans assodation 


Muslri Puihans Mr .Ttunmavukkar- 
asu was one of the few miiustert who 
reported directly to Jayalalitha whan 
MGR was active. However, aioce 
MGR's hospitalisation, ha was the 
only minister to continue to do so and 
also explicitly suppor t ed her. Elec¬ 
tricity minister Panruti Ramacban- 
dran and education minister C. Aran- 
gaciayamak also supported Jayala¬ 
litha. When ibe AlADMK high com¬ 
mand led by P.U. Shunmugam was 
keen on keeping Jayalalidia out of 
the election campaign. Thirunavuk- 
kirasu was the only one who de¬ 
clared openly that Jayalalitha should 
be allowed to campaign foe the 
AlADMK as she was the biggest 
crowd-puller in the party in the abs¬ 
ence of MGR. His support to Jayala¬ 
litha earned ihe wrath of the Veerap¬ 
pan and P.U. Shunmugam groups. As 
soon as the election results were 
announced it was clear that Thiruna¬ 
vukkarasu would be punished by the 
coterie which has nll^edly been tak¬ 
ing decisions on behalf trf MGR. 

Thirunavukkarasu did not wish to 
identify thb “group” in an exclusive 
interview with Sukdav, but It is com¬ 
mon knowledge that his arch enamy 
is Mr Vaerapao. Thmmavukkaraau 







MGR still very Boch slivs. M»ta« 
while, the centre is eiitrtlBC preeeure 
on the niltnc coterie thm^b the 
Governor Ur Kburene who hei 
pointed out in e letter to MCR thei 
the letter has not relied to his letter 
dated 3 January in which he had 
specifically raised the point of 
eppointini an interim chief minister 
should MGR'i recovery take a long 
time. In MGR's reply, brou^t back 
by Mr. Nedunebenan, this question 
was neatly sidestepf^. The Go*- 


Razaachandran or the personal astis* 
tauend at the momem she is playing 
the role <d a kin^aker 

Bu( the Jayalalitha faction is also 
not without its support. SuimAY 
learns from reUable sources that Ra 
jiv Gandhi is more in favour ol 
Jayalalitha though at the momene be 
would not like her to play a very 
dominant role in politics. Sewday 
also leami that there is no love lost 
between C. Fenhasarathy and Mr. 
Veerappans coterie. TKininavukkar* 
atu says in his interview, they will 
look to Delhi for support, jeyelelithe 
group alto maintains a gc^ rele* 
lienihip with Vice-Fresident R. 
Venkstaraman 

Before the Lok Sabha and Assam* 
bJy elections, Mr Ve<reppan*$ was 
Che stronger ^oup In the party, and 
he had around 65 MLAs with him. 
But during the election campaign, 
Jayalalitha got oaths of allegiance 
from the MLAi whose const!ruencies 
she campaigned In. The balance has 
now lilted in her favour according to 
rollabla sources. Out of the 133 
AlADMK MLAs. 60 are with Jaytla* 
lithe, 40 with Mr. Veerappen. 1$ with 
F.U. Shunmugim, K. Rajaram and 
Madhavan who have got together to 
form another group which is closer to 
Mr Veerappan than Jayalalitha. The 
rest of the MLAs prefer to remain 
neutral and it remains to be seen who 
will swing to Che winning side. Tech 
nically, Jayalalitha can form a coali 
tion government with the support of 
(he Congresi(l). But Rajiv Gandhi is 
not keen on this at this Juncture with 


B um prudently described It ce an 
*lB^vcrtciic oaissioB'* but eourcM 
doee to the GoveriKW tM Swoax 
tbit be WM folly aware that the 
ruling coterie was buying time. The 
Governor has also bJnted that be 
would have to bh setisfidd probeMy 
by meesi of a ^tysicel verificedoa. 
Chet MGR was fit enough to cake over 
•s CM. The Govenior*i conttirutiooal 
powers regarding this Issue is not 
deer but ^e picture which emergei 
Is: pressure will be mounted to en* 
sure that the new government is 
tnstelifd » early as possible. The 
Governor is also fuUy aware of the 
fact that the administration has come 
to a total standstill in the state since 
6 October. 1BB4. The span of a 'care* 
taker goventment has to bo limited 
as it is not empowered to take major 
dacisloQS. In this context* Mr Khur* 
aoa is also vexed that the caretaker 
govmment has been taking major 
decisions such as the ad*hoc payment 
of Rs 200 to Rs 300 to government 
sarranti as promised in the AiADMR 
daction manifesto. 

Ac the moment, there is a ragular 
slangiim match going on in ^o 
AlADIfK with 8. Thirunavukkarasu 
questioning Mr Neduncheilan'i 
pr^riecy in showing to pressmen 

e ocostat copies of the co^idential 
tar between MCR and the Gov* 
emor. Meanwhile. Mr Veerappan has 
launched a vicious campdgn against 
Mr. Thininavukkirasu. deliberately 
distorting the lanar's statements re¬ 
garding MGR's health. 

MGR is expected to return on 4 
February and at the time of going to 
press ihm was no indication when 
the ewearing'ia ceremony would take 
place. Prom ell indications it would 
seem chat MGR will be ivrom in as 
chief miaiiter without portfolio. His 
portfolios would be distributed 
among other ministers but the popu* 
lar belief Is that the ruling coterie 
would Rep In to dietributt it among 
themselves while attributing the 
raallocadon to MGR. There is no* 
dtzng really that the Governor or the 
centre can do regerding this as 
changes in the eab^ are a party 
matter. And, neither does Delhi nava 
the jurisdiction to hRervene. This is 

ooly the beginning of the machine* 
tions of the ruling coterie end 
already one has to confront the 
absurd situation of Mr. Nedunche* 
rian handling • boat of portfolios ' 
including finmice, lagislatura. coUac* 
tioni, youth, price control, sarvlce* 
men, public admiAistratlon, bomei 
molasses, public archives. tKdia, 
highways, bhoodan. gnmdtB, harl* 
jan welfare and hmidlooB a»d tax* 
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Ministers at Loggerheads 

BjswqI and Niranjan Patnaik clash over poJJ resu/te 


E ven efter a comfortable victo^ in 
the recent Lok Sabha elecliona, 
the Congressti) remains unable to 
close ranks and face the electorate 
unitedly. With just a few months to 
go before the state Assembly elec¬ 
tions. the hastily papered-over 
cracks in chief minister J.B. Pat 
naik*t cabinet reappeared with the 
two most powerful leaders—Baaant 
Kumar Biswal and Niranjan Pat- 
naik— renewing their hitter rivtlry. 
The alUmportarn issue this time U 
the allotment of Congressfl) tickets 
for the Legislative Assembly elec* 
tioni. In order to increase their influ¬ 
ence in the state legislature piny, 
both Bi>wal and Patnaik are actively 
lobbyinj; to get tickets for their 
nominees. But Mr Biswal. the ambi* 
tious minister for works, mining, 
urban development and sports, and 
referred to as the “super chief minis¬ 
ter** has found the state power and 
irrigation minister Niranjan Patnaik 
a harder nut to crack than the othei 
anti-Biswal ministers, chiefly be¬ 
cause of Mr Patnaik*s family ties 
with chief minister Mr J. B. Patnaik 
Niranjan Patnaik, who has re¬ 
sented Biswal's importance and pro¬ 
ximity to J.B, Patnaik, had been 
maintaining a low profile for the last 
few years because his adversary had 
proved to be a more effective politic¬ 
al manager. But Niranjan Patnaik 
who had to eat humble pie when the 
Congressfl) lost a substantial num¬ 
ber of seats in last year's panchayai 
elections in his native Keonjhar dis* 
irict (aa opposed to Biswal's success¬ 
ful campaign in the Assembly consti¬ 
tuency area of Tirtol in Cuttack dis* 
trict in the Lok Sahha elections >. got 
the opportunity to turn the tables on 
Biswal. Today Niranjan Patnaik has 
reasnn to claim that he has done a 
much better job than Biswal since 
iha Congressd) retained the presti¬ 
gious seat of Aska where he was the 
campaign manager by defeating the 
prominent Janata Party candidate 
Ram Chandra Rath by over one lakh 
votes. However, in the other key 
constituency of Keadrapara, which 
was under Biswal’s charge, the Jana¬ 
ta Party leader Biju Patnaik wen by a 
margin bigger than in 19B0. In 
Jagotsinghpur, another consutuancy 
left to Biswal's managerial skill, the 
Janata Party candidate Rabi Ray lost 
only by a slender and controversial 
margin of 1,0B7 votes. In contrast, 
the second constituency under Pat 



niik's charge—Keenjbar^waa com¬ 
fortably won by the CoAfrasad) by a 
margin of over 84,000 votes. 

After the reverses in the Lok 
Sabha elections, Mr Biswal's ann 
explanations at the recant PCmD 
meeting resulted m a clash with two 
other ministers; Cangadhar Moha* 
pairs, minister of Mucation and 
Basudev Mohapaira. the revenue 
minister who have been at logger 
heads with him for his “overbearing 
manners." Biswal eJaiaed that the 
education minister did not redress 
the grievances of the teachers who 
were active cajspaignen against tbe 
ruling party in the coostituendat 
under his charge. The education 
minister, however, pointed out that 
the policy on how to deal with tbe 
striking teachers was drawn up only 
at the chief DuiistefH bdtaet- BIS' 





I wal's charge that the revanua minis¬ 
ter's supoortars in the Jagatslnghpur 
' constituency humiliated him during 
the campaign has further strained 
the raladons-between them, so much 
so that the revenue minister was not 
invited to an important foundation* 
stone-laying ceremony organised by 
Biswal's urban development depart¬ 
ment on 12 January. Biswal also 
repeated his old charge agaioii 
Niranjan Patnaik. The latter, he said, 
although holding soma important 
portfolios, was neglecting the Cou- 

e isfD's financial needs. Hitting 
k. Patnaik reminded him of his 
successful efforts to ensure the par¬ 
ty's victories in both the conitituen* 
cies left to his responsibility. 

l^e reports that Biswars relations 
with his mentor, J. B. Patnaik hava 
aourad acquired cradance aftar Bls- 
wal’s bharga at tha PCC(l) maetlng 
that the chief minister did not pay 
heed to his counsel to change the 
euie's chief electoral officer, Pyah 
Mohan Mahepatra, whosa open dis¬ 
approval of the govemmanc's poU- 
eve programmes m foundation stone¬ 
laying ceremonies created an anti 
Congressd) feeling among the edu¬ 
cated section of the electorate. Tha 
chiaf minister, who was present at 
the meeting, however, preferred to 
remain silent. 

Both Biswal and Niranjan Patnaik 
are trying to field as many candi¬ 
dates “loyal" to then for tha Assem¬ 
bly polls with the aim of playing an 
affective role in the post-elections 
power struggle. The leaders are also 
trying to ensure party tickeu for 
tlwir family members. Biswal is lob¬ 
bying for nominations for his mater- 
uncle Nityenanda Samantaray, a 
special class contractor from Patkura 
constituency and his aunt Sashiprava 
Samantaray from Govindpur to fonn 
his power nucleus. Similarly. Niran- 
jen Patnaik is trying to secure tickets 
for two of his bi^hers, Saumya Ran- 
jan Patnaik (chief minister's brother- 
in-law) and Amiya Ranjan Patnaik 
for Khurdi and Rourkela respective¬ 
ly to strengthen Iha anti-Biswal 
group. 

MMDwhile, chief minister J. B. 
Patnaik and his wife Jayanti Patnaik 
who have been de^rataly trying to 
strike a baitoce between the BimJ 
and tbe KlranjaD Patnaik forcaA 
appear tg have, of late, started lean¬ 
ing towards the Niranjan Paraaik 
faction. Bur according to political 
observers, Jayanti Patnaik known to 
be e promoter of Biswal's iocarasts, la 
likely to make her last attempt Xo 
keep him within the family fold with 
the argumant that a faud of auch 
proportions will ultimately spell dii- 
aiter for the party in the state. 


Nlr«daa 
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PUNJAB 

Bhajan Lai’s Greater Punjab” 


Controversial proposal isstrongly criticiaed 


T he Heryene chief minUter Bhe* 
iao Lei'a oew propose] lo solirc 
ihe Punjab imbroglio has triggered 
off a major national cootrovaray. His 
proposal deals with the merger of 
Haryana and parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Rajasthan and Himachal 
Pradesh with Punjab taking the 
situation back to where it stood just 
before independence. 

Understtndebly, the oropoeei has 
evoked strong but conflkting reac* 
eions from different political parties 
and even from different sections 
within politicel parties. On the one 
hand, the Akali Dai, the CPI and the 
CPRM) have opposed the suggestion 
but for different reesoos while oo the 
other, the Congress(l) in Punjab 
appears to be divided along commun* 
al end religious Unas. Other political 
arties like the Bharatiya Janata 
arty (BJP). the Janata Party and the 
DMI^, seem coi^used as their diffe* 
reni state end centre) units are lak* 
ing different positions 
Rejinder Kaur. president of the 
Isiri "Akaii Del said: ‘‘Mr Rajiv Gea- 
dhi's statement that Bhajan Lai's 
proposal of ‘Mtha Punjab* would be 
considered by (he ministerial panal 
only proved that this proposal has 
been made with the prior consent of 
the Prime Ministei. The Prime Minis* 
ter wants to aggravate the already 
surcharged communal atmosphere in 
Punjab to consolidate the support of 
Ihe majority community behind him 
before the Assembly elections. This 
cannot be dismissed as frivolous. My 
doubt is further confirmed, ** she 


said, “by several Congreeafl) leaders 
supportiAg the proposela. The com¬ 
munal Hindus opposed the principles 
of dcaiarcation of state bouDdaries 
oo a Unguuiic basis in Punjab fafter 
all the [ndiao staias) because the 
Sikhs were likely to gain a numerical 
majority in this new Punjab rede* 
roarcat^ on a Linguistic basis. Tbe 
Sikhs bad agitated for a long to 
get ‘Punjabi Suba* and during thib 
agitation the voices of ‘Uaha Punjab* 
were reised by communal Hindus to 
reduce the Silth strength and make 
them e political nonentity. “ 

Rajin^ Kaur adds, "This propoe* 
al is the renewal of the old communal 
suoce of the majortty community. 
The Sikhs will coniid^ it as a chal¬ 
lenge to their self respect and a great 
danger to ibeir reli^us eotity end 
will oppose it with all their might. Mr 
Gandhi is advising the Sri Lanka 
government to solve ibe Tamil issue 
at a political level and oot rule by 
force but be bos done nothing to 
solve the Punjab problem et the 
political level and U ruling Punjab 
by force.** 

The Pud jabCoegreu(l) Legislature 
Party chief whip, Bir D^ndtf Singh, 
has described the merger propoeal 
by Bhajan Lai as a “rotten egg-* He, 
however, has sought to keep hii 
options op^ by suggesting that a 
bigger Punjab might be acceptable 
to his party provided the Punjabi 
language eajt^ed a dominant posi¬ 
tion. However, former chief mioister 
Dtrbera Singh and noo-Sikh mem¬ 
bers of the CLPd) like Om Prakasb 



Gupta, tbe Ludbiana District Con. 
pcss chief have supported Bhsjau 
Lal*s suggestion for merging the 
states that emerged following the 
reorganisation of Punjab on linguis¬ 
tic lines in. the mid-Sixties. 

Talks with some non-Sikh mem¬ 
bers and leaders of the state ruling 
psury with Sukdav reveal that the 
parry is far from united on the issues 
end betrayed symptoms of a split on 
religious end communal lines. Senior 
psety leaden belooging to both Hin¬ 
du and Sikh communities in the 
Congressfl) were not certain whether 
Rhajn Lai’s suggestion had support 
from the party mgh command and 
are maintaining a discreet silence. 

However, the Akali Dal ad hoc 
committee president Surjen Singh 
Thekedar and the SGPC (Shiroraani 
Gurudwara Prabandhak Conunine) 
acUng president Prem Singh Lalpura 
have rejected the proposal maintain 
Ing that only the Anandpur Sahib 
reeolurbo could be the basis of any 
dialogue between the centre and 
Akalis and aa a pre'Condttion the 
entire jailed Akali Dal leadership 
and the tbousends of Sikh youths 
agaioat whom there are no charges 
should be released unconditionelly. 
The Punjab CPI secretary Avtar 
Singh Maihotra, while rejecting the 
merger suggestion wondered 
whether the suggestion had the recit 
support from tbe Mwers that be. 
MalMCra offered a five point formu* 
la to solve the Punjab problem. 

Tbe proposed formula by the CPI 
envisages the release of ell Akalis 
and the Sikh youths against whom 
there are no charges, condemnation 
by Akalis of all extremisu and Kha* 
listani activists, protection of proper* 
ty and lives of Sikhs living in other 
nates and the initiation of a dialogue 
betvreen tbe centre and agiuiing 
Akalis. The Punjab unit of the 
CPt(M) her urged Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi not to attach any im¬ 
portance to the merger proposals. 
CPRM) poIitburo member Harkishan 
Singh Surjit has said the sui^scion 
was not only farcical and funny but if 
accepted could open a Pandora‘s box. 

H^ana DMJI^ leader Virendera 
Singh too, has opposed the merger 
proposal saying that if accepted it 
might lead to the slow-down of de¬ 
velopment in Haryana but also a loss 
of culture] identity. He described the 
tuggesriOD as ont trying to divert 
atteotioB from the real issues before 

people and sute. Ocher pdi- 
rial partia such as the Bharatiya 
Janata Party <BJP) and the Janata 
Party are antinuing to vacillate on 
tbe merger proposal that has stunned 
tbe people of strife torn norcbara 
Mia. 
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BUREAUCRACY 


Changes at the Top 


Everts to tone up the administration 


W ith Rimachtndra Dauatraya 
Pradhan, fonnar chief secret^ 
of Maharashtra taking over as union 
home secretary on IS January. 
Maharashtra will, in the literal sense 
of the word, administer Delhi. Mr S. 
B. Chavan, union minister of home U 
from Maharashtra, as is Dalhi*i 

f slice commissioner, Mr S. S. Jog. Ur 
radhan'a appointment came as a 
surprise because even Maharaihcra 
chief minister Vasantrao Peril was 
caught unawares. He did not know of 
it until the last moment. SpecultcioB 
initially was centered eround other 
officers including the chief secretary 
of Himachal Pradesh. C. Pandeyn. 

Mr Pradhan. a seasoned bureauc¬ 
rat with 32 years of civil letrice 
experience was appointed home 
secretary after the incumbent, Prem 
Kumar, special secretary in the hone 
ministry, was appointed coounerce 
secretary in the place oi Abid Hua< 
sain, who has bten made a membar 
of tha Planning Commission. Inclden 
tally, prem Kumar's stint in the home 
ministry lested just over two months. 
He had taken over after the previous 
incumbent, M. M. K. Wall became 
the Lt. Governor of Delhi on 4 
November after the Delhi riots. 

One of the reasons for the selection 
of Ur Pradhan is probably his effi¬ 
cient handling of law and order and 
adminlscraiion in Maharashtra after 
ha was made chief secretary in 19$2. 
those were the years of poUiical 
instabilicy when A. R Anrumy and 
Babasaheb Bhosale were chief minis* 
ten and communal riots and serious 
droughts had plagued the state. 


According to informed sources, Mr 
Pradhen's efforts at streamlining 
administratJOR in Maharashtra were 
also responsible for bis new appoint¬ 
ment. 

Mr Pradhan was direaor general 
of shipping from 1979 to 62 before 
becoming home secretary of Mahar¬ 
ashtra. Even before that he was also 
a senior consultant to tha secretary- 
general. UNCTAD (United Nations 
Council for InteraatiosaJ Trade). Re 





was director. UNCTAD secretariat 
and as the man In charge of techoi^ 
asaistuce to developing countries of 
the UNCTAD and UNDP, he hat led 
several delegations abro^. 

Meanwhile, in Delhi there is sus' 
pease over the coming game of 
msKsica] chairs which will take place 
over semtarial ‘‘seats.*’ After Prime 
Minister lUjiv Gandhi split several 
miaistries, more department beads 
ve now needed. Moreover, i^en the 


WORLD ZOROASTRiAN CONGRESS 

Thus Spake the Parsees 


New* pJans to strengthen the coifununity 


T he renowned cancer specialist Dr 
D. J. Jussawalla has exploded the 
commonly held belief that the Parais 
as a community are more prone to 
eanc«r than other ctmminitim. In a 
paper on the subiea presented at the 
recently-concludad Fourth World 
Zoroasnian Congrtsa in Bombay. Dr 
JuauwaUa said, "To begin with, wa 
found that the ege composition of the 
Parai population was quite dlfftrant 
from that of oehar comaunlnea, as 
the majority were found to be in the 
middle end older age groups The 


' total p^iulatioa of Bombay co the 
other hand had much larger numbars 
in the younger ^ groups. Furth¬ 
ermore, a mi^ higher percentage of 
the Pni^ populetioti wm found to be 
in the att groups beyond SO in men 
and 30 is women. According to our 
findisgs, all diseases which are 
known to occur at the older ages, 
should be more common in the Par* 
da. However, at far as cancer, a 
diaeeae of the middle and oldar age 
group is concerned, its Incidence is 
the Ptrsis is surprisingly lower 


appointmest of the new cabinet 
secretary is made, there is bound to 
be a minor shuffle amongst tha ex¬ 
isting secretaries. Mr Krlshnaswamy 
Rao Sahib, retires on 26 February 
this year, but he may be asked to go 
on leave earlier and look after Assam 
before he takes up his post as execu¬ 
tive director in the World Bank. 

The seniormost among (he secra 
larles is K. V. Ramanathan, prasentty 
member secretary in the Planning 
Commission. But seniority has not 
always been the only criterion in the 
selection of the crucial post of 
cabinet secretary. Ocher contenders 
include A. S. GUI, secreury, pet¬ 
roleum. R. M. Kaul, finance secretary 
and Mohinder Singh, secretary, 
mines. Mr Gill retires in six months. 

Mr Gangopadhaya, secretary, food, 
is due to retire at the end ^ this 
month Secretaries will alto be 
needed in the departments of culture 
(with culture delinked from educa¬ 
tion) which has as its heed ac present, 
Dr Kepila Vatsayana, additional 
aa cr e tary. The department of civil 
supplies has been separated from 
sports and youth affairs (which is 
presently b^ded by B. N. Swaroop), 
the department of forests, which has 
an additional secretary as its bead, 
and the department of women's wel¬ 
fare. The Energy Board also needs a 
new Chairman after K. C. Pant was 
appointed minister of Education. 

Thus, speculation continues and 
lurpriaes ere elected because the 
new Prime Minister keeps his cards 
doee to bis chest. Some erf the senior 
bureaucrats are not accustomed to 
the no-nonsenae s»le of the young 
Prime Minister, who in one of his 
initial review dsMtingi with secretar¬ 
ies snubbed a senior secretary by 
telling him not to give e "ba^ 
answer" to hit question about an 
international collaboration. 
iMeMii. Maw 0eM 


that lain in other communides." Dr 
Jusaawalla added, "Another unusual 
fact to come to U^tt was the lower 
cancer incidence in men as compared 
to women, upto the age of 65. Only 
after this age do Pars! males present 
higher ineidanca rates than tha 
females. In all oebar communities in 
Embay, as well as In other coun* 
cries, the incidence of cancer is 
known to be higher in woman." He 
also said that "the breast is tha 

commonest nta alfaetad by cancer in 
Ptrsl women as is the prostrate In 
Pars! men, whereas in other com- 
munitias tha mouth of the wo m b 
(cervix) is the commooasi dte for 
ceocer in women end the mouth 
cavity and throat is man." 

The f our-dey oonfereoca was a dg* 
nificani avast in tha hhmry of tha 



NEWS 


Ptnii. Thttt were 1,300 regutered 
deUfetei of which 250 v^re iron 
ebroed. Jemthed Glider, e lucceee* 
ful city buiineaimin aad chiinnen of 
the reception cominittee, Mid. **>^0 
were meet impreseed by the perti- 
cipaiion of students (there were 
nearly 200 students). The Penis now 
feel that their future can be success* 
fuUy shaped by the community's 
leadership and the Partis slaying 
abroad are confident that the Parsis 
in India have not forgotten them and 
that they vrauld be continuously suf^ 

i dted with dastoon (priests) and in* 
ormation about the Parsi religi^ 
rituals and practices.” 

One of the most important deci* 
sioBS taken was to form the World 
Zoroeairian Organisation based In 
London lo handle problems of the 
community on a worldwide basis. 
There are about 10,000 Parsis who 
have settled abroad and the older 
ones ere worried that their children 
hive not had any exposure to the 
religion, its customs and rituals. One 
of the issues dtscussed was how the 
Parsis staying abroad, could help 
thoee from Indie who would like to 
study abroad. **Today,” said Mr Gai¬ 
dar, "it costs around 10,000 US dol¬ 
lars to study abroad and td this, 
about 6,000 U8 dollars have to ha 
spent on lodiing and boarding. If a 
tysten could m found whereby Parsi 
inidants could be accommodated by 
Pars! families staying abroad it 
vrould help Indian Parsi students to 
go for higher studies on a larger 
scele^” Another interesting outcome 
will be the strengthen] u of th# Parsi 
Marriage Bureau run by the Parsi 
pancheyat of Bombay which It the 
oldest pendieytrin the country. 

About 150 young boys end girls are 
listed confidentielJy with the bureau 
and the Conference has now decided 
to have e foreiga section. The Parsi 
leadership in Bombay is keen that 
like the Hindus, young Parsi boys 
and girls must come lo Indie to fbid 
their brides and grooms. The Persia 
feel chat their community vrill be 
*non*«adstent' if the practice of mar* 
tying outside the faith continues. To 
ocourage early maniage among the 
Parsis, the pandtayvr which is one of 
the richest in India, has decided to 
put up 1,000 flats in Bombay for 
young cot^iles wishing to get mar¬ 
ried. They have fotmd that Parsis 
marry late because they cannot get 
accommodetioB. Today the peo- 
cbejat owns about 3,800 flau in the 
city and half a million square feet of 
P81 (Floor ^ce Index) on which 
they can build flats. They art also 
cusiodiaae of about 1,200 trusts 
throughout India. 


I TAMIL NADU 


India’s Answer to Disneyland 

Industrial group to build Q 2000 acre ''Wonderland" 


W here Robert dive M PlasMy 
once raised e samet army, an 
industrial group will build one ^ the 
most ambitious entertaintment prt^ 
iects in the country. On Secrat Island 
or Mermachivu, an islet in lladraa, 
will come up a 1000 acre '’Wonder* 
land,” aa tndiaAised verskm of the 
American fantasy vrorld *Disisey- 
land.” The ptoieo planned by m 
VGP group of industries In the 
Seventies was finally cleared by dw 
state govenunent of Temil Nadu in 
mid*1984. Work hat already begun 
on the 10 crorc project which is 
likely to be reedy by 1990. 

Initially, Mr V.G. Paneerdit, the 
chief (rf tLs VGP group of industries, 
had planned for another DUaeyland* 
like attraction complete with roller- 
coesters and miniature woe, but hh 
final plans indicate tbet "Wonder* 
land* will be i totally todianiaed 
version with an emphasis on the 
projection of 2,000 years of Indian 
culture end Hindu mycology. 

Work on the project site is going on 
and the construction of e complete 
set of 22 modem cottages and e 
whole range of entertaintment facili* 
ties arc progressing. Maaaive cso* 
Crete structures heve elreedy been 



constructed in a 100 acre site which 
will serve es the reception aree. 
Modern electronic systems, gadgets 
for udiising solar power end spece 
research programmes heve been 

C 'lenned. The progress of encient 
Ddien science, in mathemttics, 
astroncmiy and medicine will be de¬ 
monstrated through sound end U^t 
shows, murals and exhibitions, ne 
management also hopes to ensure 
the pmticipetion of the local people 
in deoMmsiritloDs of weeving end 
basketmaking techniques end pot* 
teiy*making. Children's parks, toy* 
museums and en ecquarium 
heve else been plaoned. A regular 
feny service vrill tnnaport the visi* 
tors to the island. ThWe ere also . 

S lans to use helicopters In the near I 
iture. 

According to Mr Paneerdas, *The 
main object of the project li to depict 
t^ cultural heritage end technolo* 
fkal edvences made by India so that , 
Indians and foreign tourists leera ' 
more about the country. It will also 
help to creete goodwill and earn a 
considerable amount of foreign ex¬ 
change. 

Despite the fact that the plena had 
been submitted to the stite govern- 
ment in the Seventies, the project 
was cleared only in the middle of last 
year and Wonteland limited was 
incorporated as a separate company 
only on 26 September 1964. Another 
major problem had been the icquisi- 
two of the 1,000 ecres of lend. The 
efforts of ecquire lend belonging to 
the Nithyakalani Sweml D^astb- 
anam, nuruvidanthai and Sri Nemili 
Altwanadar Naicker Charities, 
Uahabalipuram under the control of 
Hindu Religioo end Endownment 
Charities (HR and CE) department 
of the state govemmeDt were not 
tuocesahiland the appUcatloD made 
in 6 September 1979 was turned 
down in 1981 by the HR end CE 
conunimimer. "By then we had lost a 
precious amount of time,* said *e 
sp^Msman of the company. The 
Hadris MeffopoUtan Development 
Aucboricy baa alao objected to the 
derelopment of the ^joct without 
gettixii the n^le plan approved. 

Mr Paneerdas said, "The Gujarat 
BoverTkDwnt end some other neigh* 
nouring states bad offered the neces* 
svy wkd but we did not agree be¬ 
cause we wanted the project to be 
la Tamil Nedu." 
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SRI LANKA 


Gunboat Diplomacy 


[ndo-Sri Lonkon relations deteriorate 


T here was a cime, and nor too long 
•go, when indit and Sn Lanka 
shared a close and fruitful rela¬ 
tionship' The deterioratjon ici the 
relations between the two countries 
which began in 1977 when J. R. 
Jayewerdene assumed office, pluni' 
melted to an all time low on tl 
January 198S, when the Indian Coast 
Guard vessel JrJiban chased and in* 
tercepted an intruding Sri Lankan 
patrol boat P-448 with its crew oi 
seven within India's territorial we* 
ters. The seisure was made at Kodi* 
kedal, between Rameshwaram and 
the Pam ban lighthouse, said to be 
roughly fi^ e miles within Indians bor¬ 
der India has taken a "serious view** 
of the encroaching Sri Lankan gun¬ 
boat (the well-equipped 60-fect ves* 
sel has been described as a aini* 
warship) particularly because the 
cases of harassment of Indian fisher* 
men operating in this area by the Sri 
Lankan Coast Guard has eK ale ted to 
alarming proporiions in the lest few 
months. 

In fact. It was allegedly the harass¬ 
ment of the Indian fishermen the 
crew of This particular vessel that lad 
to its capture. Apparently, about SO 
fishermen who were returning with 
chair catch, were given chase oy the 
Sri Lankan boat, which overtook the 
fishermen and opened fire, wound¬ 
ing four Indian fishermen. Several 
others were allegedly beaten up by 
the crew with rubber truncheons. 
The fishermen's catch of 500 kg of 
prawns was confiscated as were the 
expensive fishing nets. Some of the 
fi^ermen who managed to elude the 
Sri Leokao vessel succeeded Jo alert¬ 
ing which was plying nearby. 

On ascertaining (ha location of the 
incident, the far more sophisticated 
Indian vessel pursued the P 448, Ia* 
tercepted it and brought it along to 
Man^pam. The Sri Lankan craft 
captained by Lt. Gunatilake surren¬ 
dered without a fight. Apart from the 
prawn catch and fishing nets a cache 
of arms including automatic rifles, 
light machine guns, sub-Dachine 

guns of Chinese make and ao Indian 

$elf*Ioading rifle were recovered. 
There were also 906 ballets and 
magealnes. 

News of the seuure spread like 
wildfire and the local fishermen from 
•U the adjoining villeges converged 
at Mandepam to give vent to tMlf 
anger and hostility. Shouting anti-Sri 


Lanka slogans, the fishernien 
threatened to take law into their own 
hends but the police hed summoned 
constables from ell the police see* 
lions nearby to provide security for 
(he Sn Lankan vessel and its crew. 
Over the pest few months, the wrath 
of the Indian fishermen has been 
steadily nsiog due to the harassnent 
by the Sri Lankan petrol boats: their 
catch and nets are frequently seised 
and they ere often chased awey even 
though they fish well within India’s 
territonel waters. Sometimes their 
boats are sunk. On two occasions on 
10 December *84 and 7 January *85. 
Sri Lankan vessels opened fire kill¬ 
ing three fishermen. Ihe Fisher* 
men’s Association hat repeatedly 
, complained to the govenunent au- 
I thoriiies vdio have promised addi¬ 
tional coast guard vessels to protect 
them as well as check the Sri Lankan 
vessels. The capture of the vessel 
thus came as a great morale-booster 
to the fishermen who had threatened 
to agitate in order to make the gov* 
emmcot tslie action. 

The $n Lankan crew was banded 
over to the state police who lodg^ 
them in the government Arts College 
in Ramned. l^ter, they were sent to 
Madurai. The crew, handed over to 
the naval authorities for ioterroge* 
tion, can be med under both civil or 
military I aw. The state police have 
registered a number of cases against 
them under Sections 147 (rioting). 
148 (rioting, armed with deadly 
wceponsK 331 (voluntarily causing 
greivous hurt to compel reatoratioo 
of property). 832 (causing hurt to 
deter public servants from their 
duties) of the IPC and 6 (A) of the 
Indian Passport Act, Seeboo 25 end 
the Anns Act. tlnd^ the Navy Act, 
the crew can be booked for trespas- 
■sing. 

Meanwhile, Colombo swung into 
action denying that their vessel had 
encroached upon India's (erritory. 
Their official vernon claims that the 
Indian Coast Guard vessel chased the 
petrol craft in Sri Lanka’s territorial 
waters and cominandeered it into 
Mandapam. The Sri Lenkan govern¬ 
ment also denied that the patrol craft 
c^ had opMed fire on the Indiea 
fishermen. Thirdly, t^ decried ihet 
India had no jurisdiction to arrest 
and begin prcceedings against the 
crew of a ante vessel as U bad 
immunity from Indian authoritiaa 


and demanded the "unconditional 
release** of the vessel. 

India on the other hand is willing 
to settle the issue on a qufd pro quo 
basis. The Sri Lankan boat and crew 
will be returned only on the immedi¬ 
ate release of the 17 Indian fiiher- 
men who were captured by the Sri 
Lankao Navy about three months ago 
for allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan 
territorial waters and are undergoing 
trial for trespassing in Sri Lanka. In 
feci, it is an indication of the failure 
of lodian diplomacy (hat India chose 
to lie low over the arrest and trial of 
the fishermen. 

Sri Lanka is not inclined to settle 
the issue on a Quid pro quo basis 
arguing that (he two incidents are 
separate. The Sri Lankans have sug* 
gested that the Indian government 
release the petrol craft before the 
Indian fishermen are released. A 
simultaneous relea>v has been 
vetoed by Sri Lenka on the plea that 
the Sinhalese masses, terribly agi¬ 
tated by the seiture of the vessel, 
would Jump to (he conclusion thet Sri 
Lenka has been browbeaten into 
capitulation. This, it was pointed out, 
would undermine the political stabil¬ 
ity of the Jeyewardene government. 

The government-controlled Sri 
Lankan media has since July 1983 
deliberetely created e war psychosis 
in the island by consistently raising 
the bogey of an Indian invasion. Any 
incident is immed lately exiggereted 
end distorted to give the impression 
that India is about to invade Sri 
Lanka. President Jayewardene has 
stated that even if India invades, and 
Sri Lanka is defeated, she would lose 
with dignity. More recently, there 
was a rumour that India would 
invade Sri Lanka on Pongal, 14 Janu¬ 
ary, the day of (he popular Tamil 
harvest festival. Hav* 

log been exposed only to the dis¬ 
torted versions (he Sinhalese masses 
are justified if they feel that their 
government would be capitulating 
should Sri Lanka agree to a quid pro 
quo arrangement. 

At (he time of going to press there 
was hectic diplomatic activity vrith 
the Sri Lenkan ambassador, Bernard 
Tilakracne being summoned to Delhi 
and K.R. Sinha, the acting Indian 
high commissioner being summoned 
to Colombo. However, it is clear that 
both nations are keen on settling the 
issue at the diplomatic level But it is 
also clear chat India will release the 
Sri I^nken boat only on a Quid pro 
quo basis after a warning to Sri 
Lanka not to enter Indian territorial 
waurs and harais Indian fishermen* 
If Sri Lanka refuaet, India vriU pro¬ 
ceed with the trial of the crew. 





V ARIETY/Scih^ce 


Track Shoes Are Useless 

A thletes and jaggers. 

there is a chance chat IX 

your running shoes may 
have to be thrown away. 

The world's first medical 

conference on sports foot- y yO *^^ *‘**'^ 

wear held at Munich re '*7 

cently revealed that about 

one in three running shoes ^ 

and ski boots in the mar 

ket is practically useless. Moreover, soccer boots are 
particularly underdeveloped. A Swiss doctor specialis* 
ing in spurts medicine has revealed that the be<M the 
shoes were often designed as though the heel hit the 
ground at the same tine as the instep. In reality, the 
outside of the heel is the point of impact. Air cu^ions 
might be good as shock absorbers, but they also tend to 
make the wearer feel he or she is floundering a link. 
Properly designed running shoes must<heJp to a^rb the 
shock of impact, support the joint and lead the rolling 
movement of forward motion. 


Mental Problems 

O ver a third of hospital patients suffer from neotal 
prohlems, according to a Volkswagen Foundation 
survey conducted by H.W. Kunsebeck and others at 
Hanover madical college. West Germany. The team 
chocked the mental health of 322 petients in venous 
wards and fuund that 20.$ per cent claimed to feel 
depressed while 25.S per cent suffered from serious 
social anxiety. Women suffered more frequently than 
men from mental upset, and lower classes more than 
upper. There were fewer cases of mental disturbances 
among the acutely ill than among the chronically sick. In 
the neurological wards, according to an article in the 
Bn'rish Medical Jounrai, 19 per cent of patients suffer 
from mental trouble Aat in three cases out of four is not 
recognised as luclAby the doctors in charge. 

Olfactory Power 

A woman's sense of 

smell is sharper than / 

man's, according to a re* / 

port in Science. Between / ^ 

the ages of 20 and 40, most ^ 

people*s sense of smell is 
most acute. Non*smokers 
have a keener sense of 
smell than smokers. A p 

^udy conducted by Dr 

Richard Doty and his colleagues of the Clinical Smell 
and Taste Research Centre at the university of Pennsyl¬ 
vania and the department of statistics, Wharton School, 
Philadelphia, USA, ahwed that elderiy people—those 
between the ages of 6S and 80—showed seriously 
impaired ability to detect odours. Given these findings, 
it is not surprising that it is mostly old people who 
complain ihat food lacks flavour; moreover, they 
eccouDt for several eccideotal gas poisoning cases each 
year. Dr Doty emphasises the imponauce of the human 
sense of smell for detKtion of fire, dangerous fumes and 
polluted environment, in addition to the more enjoyable 
job of determining, flavour and palatabilicy of foods. 


Scoaostft: The ^ne-Breaker 

B y day, Marlene Kan> i 

dall, 16, is a busy dan- ^ A 

cer who hopes to perform 
one day with the Jeffrey ft / 

Ballet in New York. But at J 

night, she is a different i_/\ / 

picture: she applies two ^ 

electrodes to oxxe side of 's ^ ^ 

her beck, switches on a 

battery-operated gener- * ■ ..m 

ator, end lets -the machine exercise her back muscles 
while she sleeps. She does this so that a deformity In her 
spine doesn't worsen. She is a victim of idiopathic 
scoliosis. 

This disease is e potentially^ crippling slde-ro-side 
curvature of the spine thet strikes one out of every SO 
children in the United gtaiesi mostly girls. Three out of 
200 victims have spines that curve less than 20 degrees 
(a measure of how much a section of the spine has bent 
to one side or the other from an idealised vertical spine 
The disease usually strikes between the ages of ten and 
13, when the skeletal frame is developing most rapidly. 
Left untreated, scoliosis can have terrible effects. As the 
spinal curve increases, the vertebrae (joints of the 
bKkbone) rotete toward the inside of the curve, twisting 
the backbone and causing the ribs attached to each 
vertebra to shift. The nbs on the inside of the curve 
squeese together, while those on the outside splay apart. 
Eventually, the entire rib cage narrows, crowding the 
heart and lungs and impeding their ability to function. 
Yet, for ell its painful results, the ailment is rarely fataf 

Early detection of the disorder is the key. Most 
children with cbrvei upio 40 degrees can be treated 
without surgery if tbe scoliosis is detected soon enough. 
Some doctors use a technique called Moire topography. 
The patient stands behind an illuminated fine-lined grid 
that throws a symAetrical pattern of shadows onto the 
contours of his back. If he has scoliosis, the pattern will 
be asymmetrical, like Marlene, a good number of girls 
use electropic bracing, a simple electrical treatment, 
used only at eight, that can check mild scoliosis. 
However, such a technique does not work with some 
patients. For such people, surgery is the only way out. 

Si&ce the Sixties, doctors have used a technique called 
the Harrington rod implant. The surgeons Imok a metal 
rod «ntb a ratchet mechanism like that of a car jack to 
the vertebrae above and below the curve, then straight¬ 
en the curve by lengthening the rod with the ratchet. To 
form a supportive bony column, they place pieces of 
bone, usu^y taken from the patient's hip, along the 
centre tk the verrebrae. 


Qiromosonie Trouble 

A good number of illnesses can be traced ro one cause: 
#%a break in a chromosome. Thet break can be seen 
only when scrutinised under e mictr^cope. Recent 
labmtory work with tissue cultures m America has 
identified a large number of chemicals which will cause 
breaks to occur. When those findings are coupled with 
other resear^ there is accumulating evidence that such 
defects in \;hrondsomes ere a possible cause of turning 
ceUa from a normal to a cancerous sute. Fifty one 
prevtouily uakBown weak tpea on human chromosomes 
heee been found. ^rm sw 


VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


W ^i do VofMM Boii. 
MoufAuiiij CkMtttrju 
MoMt, 

CSesw$^ oad KMjMJ Kinn 
hove in common? Vmod 
idthn. they were ell 
eliher mtrried lo or hed 
effeirs with him end ell ol 
them found tbet the tweet 
nett of his face wee deceiv* 
tnft. Vinod Mehre doee not 
eeem to have learnt many 
leeeone after all tbeee tor* 
dd daye. Who ie neat? 

I t needed juet one film 
for the eouth Indian pro* 
ducere to write away the 
much f ung*about Moofi 
Moon Sen. The mekere of 
John jMoi Janardhon 
eifned her after teeing 
and reed int e lot about 
her. She did a einlini 
dance number, took of ae 
much clothee ae ihe could 
but ^uet could not act. Sha 
loolmd a perfect dumb 
seduccreee. But chat ie not 
what cheproducere a 
wanted. Repent three M 
dayi with the unit befortfl 


ehe wae fiven the hint. 
PoooamDhiUonwutaa- 
monad and what a hit the 
film turned out to be. 

W hat happen* when 
filsuters come down 
to earth? Sartka literally 
came down to earth re* 
cantly when the eutorick- 
chaw, yee autorickshaw, in 

which the wae travelling 
overrumad. The driver 
eceatk at being able to 
take Sanka for a rida, 
obviouely loet control. 
Serika wae iaj ured. * What 
wae more pei^ul wae the 
curioue lo^ on peoples' 
facet. They couldn't be¬ 
lieve that I wae travelling 
in an auto. Instead of 


Meoe Sm wKN KweieBd 


Rhj: In 

uawwW 




trying to help me they 
tried to toucn me to eee If I 
wee real It was a very 
nasty experiencei** rour* 
inured Serika nursing her 
physical and mental 
wounds. She could not re* 
port for the shooting oi 
two films ceueing loscee to 
the producers ''But I will 
make up for their losses," 
ehe says. Nirveaa the film 
in which Sarika appean 
$emi*nude for the first 
\ lime i s d ue for release. 

I Asked if their ware any 
j chances of patching up 
i differences with her 
f mother.Sarika replied: 

• ''Nn " and, ehe eounded 
V very firm indeed. 

I f helf of wha t Aflim Jtig; 
I says is right, sbe ie the 
queen of the scan/**! have 
got good films. I am work* 
ing with all the big heroes 
and directors. 1 am oat of } 
the gossip press and chat fe> - 
why peo^e think I don't 
have any work,” Ae 
afflnna.’ 












VARIETY 


Thw India 



MADURAI: A recn ittcmpiinc to in* 
pononate a woman votar was raportod 
In the Madurai West Assembly consti* 
luency. Pandian <21) of Arappalayam 
was arrested on the charie that he 
attempted to impersonate NagBrath> 
nam, a voter of West ?onna|aram, in a 
booth on A.A. Road on 24 December 
1964. Pandian was perhaps under the 
impression that Naiarathnaxn was a 
man The presiding officer, Mr 
Mariappan, detected the impersona* 
tion when Pandian came to the booth, 
claiming to be Nagarathnam, who had 
been listed in the rolls as the wile of 
Thangavelu^The Hindu <$. Murali 
Krishnan, Tanjore) 


their chief, went inside the Sukhram* 
pur polling station in the trans'Rapri 
areas and expressed their demands. 
Since no contestani was urillmg to 
strike a deal they returned saying. **11 
a vote is dear to you. liquor is dearer to 
US'*—Indian Expres^Narain Dass, 
Chandigarh) 

CALCUTTA: Mr Rajiv Gandhi mi^t 
have won a massive mandate from the 
people of India but there is stiU a 
category of persons who aren’t too 
sure who he is. At least this is the 
conclusion reached by the union Uw 
minister. Mr Asoke ^n, after an ex* 
pehence on the morning of 4 January. 
While watching the BnglandTodia 
cricket match at the Eden Ardens. Mr 
Sen received a message that the Prime 
Minister. Mi Gandhi, washed to talk to 
him. He immediately booked a call to 
the capital, telling the operator. "This 
is ihe union law minister and the call 
is for the Prime Minister." Pat came 
the reply, "Name please?" Slightly 
taken aback, the minister replied, 
"Asoke Sen." To his even greater 
surprise, the next question was, 
"Name of the called party?" Mr Sen 
immediately shot back. "Don't you 
know who the Prime Minister if?" He 
received a typically cun response, "If 
you do not diKlose the name of the 
called party, the call will not be con* 
nected." A rather chastened Mr Sen 
then informed the operator that the 
Prime Minister's name was Rajiv Can* 
dhi. after which his call was put 
through^ The 7e/egraph (Jatan Lai 
Parakh, Calcutta) 


CALCUTTA: Nearly IS officers of a 
firm at Kamarhati io the 24 Parganas 
were allegedly stripped and made to 
march some yards towards the factory 
gate on 4 January. The incident ere* 
ated a stir in the factory and its 
management informed the police end 
a few ministers of the state govern* 
ment. Mr R.K. Bhattacharya, director- 

I sneral of police. Mid chat the inci* 
ant was apparently a sequel to the 
dismissal of an employee of the firm. 
At about B.MI am. a group of armed 
oien, suspected to be followers of the 
dismliseo employee, assembled near 
the factory. When the bus carrying the 
officials arrived, the gang intercepted 
it and forced the occupants to get off. 
The officials were then made to take 
off their clothes and walk up to the 
focTDry*! gate—The Sreresman (A.K. 
Cuba, Bettiah) 

LUCKNOW; Fifty men and woadlf of 
the Them tribe in Belrampur coBsti* 
tucocy did not cast their votes es none 
of the contescenes was willing to ^far 
them a bottle of liquor. The tribals, 
attired la colourful coatumei. led by 


BHUBANESWAR; Two ballot boxes 
containing several hundred votes of a 
polling b^h in Kendrapara consti¬ 
tuency fell into a river while being 
brought in a boat after the polling on 
24 D^ember 1964. The polling officer 
also fell into the river but was res* 
cued^TAe Hindustan Times (Jaya 
Satyam, New Delhi) 

HYDERABAD; The CPI mistakeniy 
paid homage to the film actor-directM*, 
Petet Ustinov, instead of the late 
Soviet defence minister. Marshal 
Dmitri Ustinov, in an official press 
note released in the name of the party 
genera] secretary. Mr C. Rajeswara 
Rao. The CPI leaders were apparently 
confused between the popular actor 
Peter A. Ustinov who was shooting 
what turned out to be the laet film of 
Indira Gandhi when she was assassin* 
ated el her residence, and the Soviet 
defence minister. The press note 
said comrade Peter Ustinov had play* 
ed an important role as a minister, a 
Communist Party leader and party 
politburo member—The Tuies of In¬ 
die (Anin Khaitan. Padrtunt) 


Without ComweNT 

Victory deludes; and absolute vie* 
rory deludes absolutely—Minhu 
Merchant, on Rajiv Gandhi's 
landslide victory, in Gentlemen 

J was relying most of all on one 
caste—that which is gradually be* 
coming extinct—of Indians—Ami* 
tabh &chchan in Probe Indie 

Antuliy is an individual evil. Con* 
gressd) is an institutionalised 
evil—H.N. Bahuguna in Deboneir 

Unless three old men—Morarji 
Desai, Jagjivan Ram and Ch^ran 
Singh—retire completely from 
politics there is no hope for rbe 
country—Ram Jethmaiani in 
Boabey 

We have been left behind for 300 
years in the Industrial Revolution 
and if we miss today there will be 
a gap of another 300 years—Rajiv 
Gandhi, on the need for Introduc* 
tion of new technology, in The 
Hindusten Times 

I started my career as an actor 
and 1 must die as an actor with (he 
tricolour draped over me. I am 
already a useless MP—givaji 
Ganesan in Sunday Mjd*day 

God is certainly not an Indian, he 
is an Englishman—Sunil Gava^ 
kar. when asked about India's 
performance in the second la* 
Aings agalnit England at Madraa 





m 
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1 am not modest—it takea ■ lot ef 
guts to be modest—Rekha. in a 
CBS televiaion programme, 60 Mi- 
nates 




Give a poUtidiJi a live audience 
of a lakh or two and be is in hli 
element...but put him in front of a 
tingle television camera and ha 
would freese as if faced with 
Yama himself-Anil Dhtrker in 
The Sunday Observer 





VAMETY/Sundayweeic 


BEGINNING 27 JANUARY 1965 BY AMRITIAL 



AMEt 14 Mty) If 

you curb your anrtvt- 
gint nobitt, you wH M iblo 
10 weathor tn» Dioak partod. 
Al noma your chii^ran may 
be derranding but do not loa# your lampar 
and oaaf with mam diplomaiicaily. 
Biistnaaafnan ate adviaad not to invaat In 
nalcy vanturaa. ^lasaionaia. too. should 
ba caraiui while datfing wUh thair aupar* 
lora. Your haaitn wilt add lo your wofTtae 
during mu panod. 

Oood 4atM: 27, 30 and 2 
Lady Mpmbtrr 2. 3 and 7 
FiHuraMe dMcHaa: Souih 


l£fl (II Aagwi 14 U$m 
IM) This is an axtramaiv 
nfyl lucky week Iv lovem: tf yog 
AVp *1 have pttna lo got mamad this 
la the opportuna tkna lb do 
so. The wash • aiso lavourabie lor Ihoaa 
ompioyad m oovammam concoma; a 
promotion la In the ofTirg, Bu a ma aa rnan 
wi gal dpportunMss lo axpand thok buai« 
oaaa. A toumoy (owarda the and of lha 
waak wii prove flnancUliy ptoAlabia. But 
watch your haaPi. 

M «MSi: 29. 31 2 

uelr MWOfi: 1 . $ Br>d 6 
FaisifUla ifwiag Soutti 


nM 


MmARlUt (II Daeiwlar 
14 JaiMry) Fnandai gains 
from unaxpsctad aouroas art 
In flora tar you this weak. A 
word of advtca: aavt aoma* 
Itvng for the rai ny days ahead. A promotion 
cannot ba ruiad out tar profaaalonala. 
However, buaineaaman ehould avoid risky 
vanturaa. II you are unamployad and look¬ 
ing tar a job thara are chancea that you wlU 
find ona. Lovsra can go ahaed with mar- 
ha^ plana. 

M mu: 21 . 31 and 2 

iMky iMban: 2. a and 4 
FavaanMi IlncHaa! $ouih*waat 







TAURUI (11 llar-14 JM) 
This weak butJnasaman will 
gat opoortunitias to expand 
thair buair'aaa FYofaaaionaia 
will alao pa rewarded tor ihak 
emcamy Tudtnta win ga( oppodunlftaa to 
study Bbrocd This it liao a good weak for 
lawyers anc poiitieiana. Finanelaify. moat of 
you wrN gam through mnarftar>ea. Tha 
period la 4110 lavourabia tar love and 
marriage nagotutiohs 
(M mu : 31. 1 and 2 
Ualy MMiBert: 3, 7 and 3 
FavaaraHa dlraeOM: East 


w. 


VlfbiO <11 Sapta»bar-14 
Cetalaf) StaHar innuar>caa 
make ttta in anamaiy kiehy 
wash for al. Buamaaaman 
tftd prataaaioritia wta make 
Biaady prograas Siudama are adviaad not 
to tattar awty the chancat that coma their 
wiy, Lovara can go ahead «N9> mamaga 
pM On the Irwndai kcni aoma of you 
may gam money from unai»actad aourcaa 
However. Keep a aharp ays on your health. 
M iaiK 26. 29 and 30 
Uaky mmrnr 4. s and $ 

Fi i n gpli Nor*>-sasi 


^ CAPWCOfM (IB JaiisanH'14 
Fakfsaryl This la I weak of 
mixed toriunea. Profeaaion* 
elf era advised to deal with 
their aupanori dkptamaticeify' 
Buimenman should guard against decep¬ 
tion. Tiva « not a good phase to aadio 
diapuin regarding property manara. This 
is also not a favourabla period for lovers 
However, iha weak it good tor craaiiva 
arbata and •ooneman. 

9aM mti 30. 31 try? i 
Lftinr aamban: i. 7 and g 
Faea er aWa Mrarttan: 5outh-aiat 


eEMlHI {16 4aiii**14 Aiy) 

(£« [ V a ^ ^ 

[p \ fnandt rnay tai you down. 

r /' Busihaiaman In pirticuier 

should check ak important 

docun>anis batara vgrimg mam, Profaa- 

fionais. loo. should guarda agairiat thatr 

coiieaguas. Your economic positton may 

worsen, but avoid oorrowmg money. Post- 

pons marnage plans. Those above the age 

nf SO «hoiHrl ba careful about haaim. 

8aed tftiti: 29. 30 and i 

iKtf aembart: 4. 6 and 7 

FaeoeriWt dkacttaa: North 





LI66A (II Oaiabar-14 
ifeabtaerf TNe is not at ak a 

good weak lor you. Students 
are warned not to neglect 
the<r atudiee. if you ere in 
1 planning to ei^a^ it. post- 
gone such ptana by at least a week. 
Protaiiionali too wH have to weethar 
adverse cwcumetencea. Enemiea wii he 
BCflve during eke phase. Your haMh too 
wif bother you. 

Bert mm: 26. 30 w>d 31 
UMf ■■im 1. 2 ^ 3 
Fa n n ie Mfrtia: Eesf 


»:aoo:<M 


AQUMIU6 (16 Pabraanh-14 
Maretil Financially thU is a 
lucky weak ar>d you wIN be 
able to repay moat ol your 
debts. But rafram from land- 
ir>g money. The domeatlc front will remain 
peaceful Fnenos and ralairvaa will prove 
very helpful this weak On the proieaaional 
from, however, you are Nkaly to face 
oppoemon ircm your collaeguea love and 
marnage are not well aignified. 

Beal Mas: 27. 29 and 30 
teafey iMibara: 2. 4 and 6 
FtveereM llrMlea: North-sveai 



CANUR (16 J^14 M|Mt 

Fmancialfy, this la not a good 
weak, you wtfl have to bor¬ 
row money to see you 
through this bieek period. K 
you ate planning to change your job. do eo 
only after consulting your aUars. Al home 
someone cios 0 to ynu may auddanly tall 
f<ck adding to your financial probtame. 
Biisinesamen are advised not to make 
frasn mvwstmants. 

OoM Mtaa; 27. 26 and 29 
laafcif Minbara: 7. 6 and 9 
Fawurallt dlracOan; Norm 


mis 


KOm (II llmmtif 14 
BaaeaMr) lovers wH hnd 
thak peranta extremely aym- 
peiheiic 10 ihek cwse mis 

_ _ week. Bueineeamen and pro- 

feaaronaif wtf make ateedy headway. Ai 
home, your cMcPen wtf perform extremely 
weH in thek examinMonf. However, you 
mey be riMuodereiood by en elderly mem¬ 
ber of your Mnly, Yow health wli eomihue 
to bother you. 

BaM Mn: 27. 30 and 1 
iMbr MfMtt: 4. 5 and 6 
fiwwnia BfHt Weet 


^ f ^ A 

s.1»< 


Rtca (16 ManlH-14 ApiB) 

The stars are favourable to all 
of you this week. Profeaaion- 
ttt tna buairveaamen ere 
iOviaed 10 push their efforts 
to the utmost. For those in love, this es the 
weak whan you could decide on merhaga 
At home your children will be a source ^ 
inspiration. Social engagements will Keep 
you busy during the week-end but keep a 
sharp eye on your health and diet. 

Baad Mn: 30. 1 and 2 
iMbV MflMnf 3, S and 9 
rim wiMa HraaBaa: South 


Moat of you are egoteiK by nature. Your otopensiiy to dicMe pv^r obtortartaei from your leaderaNp QuaWtoa. TNs. to an axtertt, 
makei you unpopular Some of you tend to mduiga in tanciful dtoughta and ipand a tat of lime daydreaming; you donot heeitata 10 ' 

lakaeruclaidKiPona. Woman bom during Wa period are uauaMyenremeiytiir and they rnaka good houMwIvai. 





VAKUfFY 


Chess 


Omfhw 9m el cheee Mi«t«nire 

dwHn^ the pMt decMe 0* M. Hie oyrr^ ef 
ffiilO' O'vie'e el cheee new* hm egnteiy 
cHeiiged Ai ihe eAd of (mi mm • eew 
■RMHpi wM Mtfei «0 (0 pfOtfide «> effee- 
HM ftAtf reguier (ntermeHoA and ne«i« 
Mrylee Ivr etieN enilmeleeu In Hit eftap* 
el CAM# faertM. a lemlpMtv nenwMaea^ 
■viHien &r oiiaMeieMre w ciianweMn 
One <an eeiy hope (>iat n iMd fee Mia id 
M taHKM a Uaoit ekcutatiMi 

HuMIMad Dv Nmher Hovaa Moum 
PHaaant ionden m. •( eSp or tu 
ifviuallv fm 2 $ laauea. N la faM«r4Hetd and 
aUDAdV N be »ecoff»ifiended for p«ee wWi 
■n aetlM Inwaat kn Hit gamt. Tkia epening 
«Hue itaiurad mi ine gentet tom VMa 
vaar'a ItC? aenea Tb* Mailer fiame. 
ndudMa Hie fMOMlnp rypleaM 
dlaplav hr iHt ««oHd c^mpien 
WMia A. MrpM. Hack W. Brpwfie 
Heegtheg DaftMt 

1 H-OB4 N41B4 2 N>I(U M-RU 

2 N-OtS H.K2 4 f>KN2 H-QN3 

9 B-W 4-412 i 0-0 ^ 4-K2 

7 4-04 HaH I QaH 4-Q4 

t 4-NB H-OflS 10 ikNr 


Brpwnp IBIpefc^ 


■v.?a? 

A?.Va“ 

■ £■ ■ ■ 

■ E mm 

m MAm H 


Kprppv (Whhp) M move 

Artfveaon • Mm, wM makea eieck a hf# 
Hie hadgabeg a reel ntaerv 
10 . . 4ai 11 0-44 04xN 

12 tai 4-42 19 KR-01 O-Kd 


14 0-02 0>O 

An tarty game In ihic ant btiwetn An* 
deriaon and BroMnt warn 14 ... H-B2 10 
P-QN3? P-0N4 *Ah advanlag* tor Black 
Mn 1 & N-K4 la a clear 4<nproven>ant, 

IB 04-41 P-QM4?I OIAQRAM 
Apparently ateurlng aaty tguahlv tor H 10 
PkP P»P 17 NiP RaP. Karpov quicliiv 
(taoeto ina NkiMon 

1B 0-K3I 4-02 17 PkP PaP 

IB P-Qto4TBaN 1B HaB P-04 

20 o-at 

Whitt ilreadv haa a vktuallv wen game 
THt ONP m a fatal waakrwai 

20 . . . 0-49 21 4101-041 P-OB 

22 4-02 P-K4 29 QaMP 0-49 

24 4-BB R-R2 2B B-^B 0-09 

21 P-044 K-41 27 0-44 0-01 

2B P-46 N-02 24 4-44 P-R6 

* dtaptrait aRt*npi le iwindia an ti- 
changa lehar whieh Blech wovld atHi be 
toeti A4a. II doea not even wpik. 

90 4bP W-K4 91 Mil ReMgne. 
Miet 31 NiR 32 e>S 0-02 39 4-07 • 
wrteka navoe 

MICHAEL STEAN 


Bridge 


Your aide la vgtotrabla and yew held aa 
Sowth: 

ir 

♦#1042 

4i AKOie 

Tht bidding beo>'to 

SOhFTH tMfST NORTH lABT 
— No Ne 1# 

24 dM Nt 2# 

No 2* 4* No 

? 

Wtat'i deuPla of Twe Clvba waa of tPa 
nagaWva hind, ae preawmaOlv he helda 
agedee end heerts. How do veu taeeee tht 
peeWen new? Neft that partner ptawd Iht 
deubla of Twe Ckiba but hat now leapt te 
four Cluba Deae itiet aecnd Mrtleutartv 
weak’ I don I tMr* m at aH. TMi wea a 


MtHcei dMi near the tnd ef the aenwPrta* 
between Prance and Rely In Pit world 
ehtmpwnehiP' 

A 10 6 

P 44 0 4 

♦ R 6 

A 10 760 3 

AKJi]2 01 AUfO; 

0 010 7 02 w a 0400 

8 

A4 4 

♦ 2 

♦ 0 0043 

AARO04 

aeuih pteatd Pevr Chibe. mewng ari 
ea«r gamt .PMpAMarwreM inthtBnd^ 
MepeMto* Of count Hit error waa Meeea’a 
ItoorPi’el in paaaing Hw ntgativt deuWt el 
Twe Ouba.’ h la true ihai N^h mighi have 


AUf • ; 
0400 

♦ A J 10 7 2 

AP 


rtdogPtod. bwi tutoiy. H ht nad bean weak, 
na wteid have jumpad at enca td Peu* 
Cluba. t rMnk ihii rha nviaead ganw wm 
emlrt’v Sduth t laviv with hie Ihe low 
dtononde, ih« turt bid on htt richl, chi 
hand WM lureiy gorng to ptoy welT. 

It toohed »■ thou^ (he ittNane hM 
meaed e chance, but it didn't lurn ewt mar 
way At (he other tabia Wax opened Ztor. 
wivch kDoartniiy eigfiiritd a maiP* hvo- 
auhtf. and Eaar iwmped to Four Spedei. 
Spurh bto 4NT end North, not un* 
reaeonabty. raaponded SN Ctoba Thit wm 
bMtan by (he toad of ace end anorher 
plain end lAitocky for tht French, H they 
r>ad Dliyed m Five Cluba they would 
•^reeaW have won tht ntaieh, 

TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


Mtnm 

1 .WfhBl do Pn>Mla, EilonlA, Sooih VIM* 
44(11, Utttuinn and Tlbot h«vo In 
corvnon? 

2. In 40tror>omy, whof grp Brown 

DWBllB? 

3. Who IB (ho oidoBi man s pity flw* 

OI440 CriCMt? 

4. Whort M iho human body la tha 
P4tOU4? 

5. What aro \vrt9. qvimp. grtwtor end 

niniM? 

$. Which town or cHy 4 Imown 40 tt>o 
VBnln of tho Easl? 

7, WhOM dying words wort: ”1 Star* 
Qod I hiiM doDi my duly'? 

th# iBfQOft (nanufaduhno 
' ecfroany In At wohd. 


9 . Which mdooc otmo waa myantod hi 
1931 by Aifrod M. Buns ana do- 
voloood by Jams# Brunei n 1949'’ 

10. Whoro In Indw is Ktnha National 
Park? 

# 

1 1. What is tho longost paimdf o mi c mon 
•n tho EngHh tanguagoT 

12. WHh which Bnbsh govomor^enerai 
in Indto do you a aiociatp iho Doctnno 
of Lapso? 

19. Whal deos tho term *ip h«ve e 

brokon fodhor' moan? 

14. Namo tho oMal known waHod town 
or edy in tho world? 

tie MBA (100*01 

MAO oq oi goMisq *bmmv *o OhPuAr >i 
Mputes t PMt P oati oq ox u 
BMnoiBBO b^ 'Si 


SJSUSI eUld 6#U OSjO tJjS(SAS|0n 
pjoM sui SMusi 6—^HpiAipsu n 
MSSPSld b^MPOn 01 
O«O0^7S 6 

SiOjntfSinusuj 

i09 OUl MOfttrOCtOO 010)0^ lOMJSO *9 

U08ION 

OtIOlOH CJBU IBABU M6 I|Bu3 0^1 / 

oisiSM ui ’Asddsev 9 
oOgnduei OAfs 
•nog aiouoo n Spkiuoo m MpOMue 
Aq posn S9|06inbs 10 spuit iusmuo 5 
da>oooi^ egi lo^ suiou 
looipoui out Aiisnpg si » eeuij ogi □( > 
C961 w 99 iO #60 AMI to npnAsN X 0 C 
BlwCh 0| poi!B| SABM geiuM sob 
|o peuuoi ’ung out ubgi MiiAufS iisig ^ 
AiniHoo U102 out UI oouepuodapui 
JMMI 1#b| MdiMW SAiJiunos ||B AJB AOMx I 

SHSMINV 




•reASEKS 


er SHAMLU DUDEJA ANO CHAMPAK BASU 


Personality Plus 


Whafs in a Vtwd 






:(G 


The name *>( a famous parson can be spelt our in the 
mate above by proceeding from the start and moving on 
to adjacent letters, without backtracking. The clues 
given below may help. Can ycu name the person? 

1. This personality was bom a Venetian in I2S4 when 
both his father and uncle were in China. 

2. Later, when he was 21 years old he accompanied his 
father to Chine and ended up as the governor of 
Yangchow. 

3. Hi returned home by way of Sumatra. India and 
Persia in (he train of a Mongol princess. 

4. He commanded a fleet fitted out against Genoa. 

5. He dictated an account of his travels while he was a 
prisoner. 

Give yourself points according to the chart: 

Without any clue 30 

(within a minute) 

W ithout any clu e 2^2$ 

(longer than a minute) 

With first clue; 21—2S 

With second clue. 1^20 

Third clue: It—15 

Fourth clue: 6—10 

Fifth clue; I—5 


Here*s food for thought. Can you replace the blanks 
with something edible to finish the words? For example 
S— POO. becomes SHAM POO with the blanks 
replaced with HAM 
S 


WHsharpener 


Three couples live in the same area but it is not clear 
who is married to whom. The names of the husbands are 
Cwind. Rajiv and Aditya, while the wives are called 
Priya. Bina and Gayatn. We know that; 
a) Rajiv lives next door to Priya and works in a shop, 
bl Bina's husband is the only one who lives next door to 
his place or work. 

c> Aditya's son used to cycle across to help Bina's 
children with rheir homework, 
d) All the men work in the same factory 
^n you work out who the couples are? 


Word Power 


Figure it Out 


■DARE. 


ffl 

1 • 

ffl 



% 


RQRE 


EARL 


Can you complete this chain of words by filling in the 
blanks, changing only one latter at a time? 


When Mr Saigbal died, he left his property to be 
equally divided among his four sons. This property 
consisted of a large house situated in one corner of a 
square plot, and in the garden grew four mango trees. 
His sflhs found that they could very easily divide the 
house into four identical flats. However, the division of 
the land proved to be more difficult. But in the end the;r 
figured our a way of dividing it into four equal plrgs 
which ware not only alike in shape bur also entitained 
one of rhe mango trees. Can you figure out how thev did 
this’ 


fWSar k/ iW 













TEASERS 


Shape Sleuth 


SaIiumiw to Ian week’s Teasers: 
Wordplay: 






A marble pedestal has brokeo into rwo. Tbe base is 
easily recognised, but can you say which of (he other 
(hree numbered pieces will fit into it? 


Scrambles 


Unscramble the latiars In eecb line to form six (6) 
words. When you have done this, the circled letters 
rearranged will give you ao idea of what all this is about. 


Btockbuster 



L,(:E.E,MnB,L,R 


, Fill in tha tan Utters given below into the squ^ns of 
tbe bleak pyramid so cbat'tbtse form eight four-Utter 
enordrreadiAg downwards. 


vBi 



Namegame: 
lodira Gandhi 
Mark S^in 
Carl Lewis 
Nadia Comaneci 
Lady Diana 
Amitabh Bachchan 
tjuUMB; 

Some of the items are' 
sandals, shoes, skies, ski* 
boots, skates, socks, slip* 
pers, sneakers, snowshoes, 
stockings, spurs, soles, etc. 
Wil Sharpener: 

If a treingle with a thin 
outline falls inside a 
triangle, then it belongs to 

Figure it out: 


Group I. The solitary fl* 
gure. therefore, belongs to 
Group 2' 

Whai’s in a word: 

Lemon: A dud, specially a 

car. 

Prune: Cut down, as in a 
plant 

Bananas: To go bananas, 
mean^ to gn slightly mad. 
Apple: A satellite or a 
computer company. 
Pineapple: A hand gre* 
nade. 

Mandarin; An officer 
under tha Chinese empire. 
Raspberry: Black eye. 
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SOENCE 


Eat Olives to Purge the Body 


S cientists ioke thei Americeiu are 
no longer fit to be eaten« because 
of the uiinaturai chemicals quartere<J 
inside them. A recent study of 3,000 
Americans found at least one kind of 
insecticide in the blood of 99 per cent 
of chose surveyed. 

The study used a new technique, 
called coRiputer*assjsied gas* 
chromatic mass spectrometry, which 
can detect* one pan per billion of 
fluid—akin to pin*pointing a grain of 
salt in a large swimming pool. In one 
sweep, ii can check for 19 chlorin¬ 
ated insecticides (eg, DDT), a range 
of chlorinated phenols (PCPs), va¬ 
rious herbicides and fungicides and 
so called volatile organics. The com* 
pany that invented it. Enviro*Health 
Systems of Dallas, Texas, USA, went 
public this week in Britain and Cana, 
da. hoping tu raise over $lm for an 
issue of 850.000 shares. 

The company thinks patients will 

S ay (o be (old about the toxins they 
arbour in their bodies, because of 
increasing evidence that even very 
(Iny doMB of certain chemicals may 


be mildly harmful. A recent paper in 
the journal Ciin/cal Ecohgy, co* 
uutbimd by Dr William Rea, a pri¬ 
vate doctor, and Dr John Lasvier, 
pioneer of the Enviro-Health tests, 
clauned a connection between slight¬ 
ly higher levels of chlorinated insec¬ 
ticides in the blood and lower scores 
on IQ tesu. 

The Enviro*Health tests take a 
small sample of blood, and strip out a 
particular fraction (exactly how de¬ 
pends on (he chemicals being 
sought). The residue is then turned 
into a gas and run through a micros¬ 
copically thin, 100>inetre-long glass 
tube linW with a liquid design^ (o 
extract chemicals in order of their 
volatility—4 sophisticated version of 
the process commonly used to distil 
spirits. Each chemical compound can 
be counted by a machine called a 
mass spectrometer. The price of a 
lest is $75. 

Dr Jean Munro is using the techni¬ 
que at London's Nightingale Hospit¬ 
al. In tests for chlorinated msecti* 
cides she is finding relatively high 
levels of DDT*dcnv^ chemicals. Yet 


DDT is banned in Britain. She says it 
probably piggy-backs in on imported 
foodstuffs and lingers in the food 
chain for years. 

Given time the body purges itself. 
Bui instead of passing out of the 
body, foreign chemicals sometimes 
lodge in the fat. where they can 
reach concentrations 300 times as 
high as in the blood. Contaminated 
fat needs to be replaced through a 
regime of exercise and fasting. This 
increases the flow of toxins in the 
blood and, in theory, out of the body. 
There are two snags, however. 

First, while such chemicals lodging 
in (he far are fairly harmless, thrown 
back into the bloodstream they can 
be lethal. So the rehabilitation must 
be gradual. Second, the fat.lovrng 
toxins would prefer to return to the 
fai. What arc needed ore chemical 
escorts that are harmless to man and 
that will grab the toxins but will not 
themselves be absorbed by the body. 
Vegetable and mineral oils seem to 
work well. Because they resemble 
fats, they entice the toxins to bind 
on, and be swept out of the body. The 
Enviro-Health tests can be used to 
measure how well different oila 
work. The moral, eai olives, 
fy arinugamaiif *Mi the leenHeM 
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THE GLADIATOR by goscinny and unoerzo 
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DELHI DIARY 


Babysitter 


; I 
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KhunM Alsni KhM 


T tkt only mlniitry which 
looks coaluso^ today is 
dio foreifn office. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Candhi is 
the external affairs minis* 


ter end Khurshid Alam 
Khan is the minister of 
state. The cabinet*ranking 
chairman of the policy 
planning committee, G. 
Partheserathy, popularly 
known as ‘'GP,*' is the de 
facto ninisterial boss. One 
of the three parliastentary 
secretaries, Oscar Per 
nandes, is also likely to be 
assigned to this ministry. 
This has left the officers 
confused. Whose orders 
should they seek? Mean* 
while, there is also confu* 
sion about the level of rep- 
resantttion in the forth¬ 
coming Indo-Soviet joint 
commission meet* 

ings. From the Russien 
si&, so fer Deputy Pre* 
mier Arkhipov has 
chaired. If Khu^ld AJam 
Khan is nominated, then 
the Soviet re presentation 
will also be downgraded. If 
G. Parthasaraihy is sent, 
then Mr Khan will have to 
look after GFs baby in 
Periiament. without hav¬ 
ing any role in the meeting 
itself. According to the di¬ 
plomatic grapevine, Mr 
Khan is GP*s '‘babysitter.* 


Descendant of Raj 

P rime Minister Rajiv ii 
Gandhi is a descen* n 


■ Gandhi is a descen* 
dant of Raj. "Raj” here 
does not refer to the Brit¬ 
ish rule. The first 
"Kehni,” whose clan has 
now almost become e here¬ 
ditary feiected) ruling 
family, somewhat on the 
Unas of the Hepsburgs of 
Europe, was called Raj. In 
17 Id, the Mughal ruler 
Parukhsiyar visited tbe 
Kashmir valley and was 
impressed by a Kashmiri 
scholar. Pandit Raj Kaul. 
He Invited Raj lUul to 
settle dokm In Delhi and 
die family was panted a 
Japr of a few villages and 
a bouse next lo the neher 
(ciMlK which ran through 
tbe impwlai capital then. 
Thai the “Nehru* or 
"Kaul-Nehrv* family was 
bent, a^ch was to one day 
rtiia over tbe coustry from 
Delhi, Paadlt Rej Kaul, 
however, did won have aa 
nOrdawiB dM city. With¬ 


in three years of his img- 
rating to Delhi, emperor 
Perukhsjyar's reign came 
to an abtvpt end and poli¬ 
tical patronage of the 
Kaul-Nehrvs was short¬ 
lived. When the mutiny 
broke out in Delhi in 18S7, 
the then head of tbe fami¬ 
ly Ganga Dhar Nehru, was 
a police officer. After the 
British receptured Delhi, 
Ganga Dhar Nehni, father 
of li&tila] Mebru, migrated 
to Agra. Frm there the 
family, after brief pmiods 
of stay at Khetri <Raja$- 
than) and Kanpur, moved 
to Allahabad. The history 
of the descendants of Pan¬ 
dit Rej Kaul after they 
settled down at Allahabad 
in tbe late moeteenih cea- 
Riry, is almost tbe history 
of India: Motilal, Jawahar- 
Ul, Indira Gandhi, Sanjay 
Gandhi end Rajiv Gandhi 
having dominated the p^- 
bca m the lubcootJneat in 
cberir hiatorkaJ perinda. 


Whose Symbol? 

T be symbol russle in the 
opposition has begun 
all over again. In Mahar- 
ashira, the Janeta Party 
wants to contest the forth¬ 
coming Assembly polls in 
alliei.cc with Shared 
Pawaris Congress (Social¬ 
ist), Peasants and Work¬ 
ers* Party and the Com¬ 
munists. The BJP IS 
enethema now but it wants 
all opposition candidates 
to have a common symbol: 
the Janate*! “chakra ha/- 
dhar.” Shared Pawar has 
offered the “cherichi* of 
the Congress(S) as an 
alternative. But be is on a 
weak wicket. While the 
CongressfS) is a national 
party recognised by the 
election commission, its 

Diplomatic Move 

T he appointment of Dr 
Arjuo Sengupta as In¬ 
dia's executive director it 
the Interaationel Monet¬ 
ary Fund's office in 
Washington is a diploma¬ 
tic move. Dr Sengupta was 
special secretary in Mrs 
Gandhi's team, looking af¬ 
ter economic maners. He 
was a student George 
^ults, the present Amer¬ 
ican secretary of state, at 
Harvard. Dr ^ngupta'ste- 


TheStebteOne 




Shared Pawar 

general secretary, Amblkt 
Soni, lost her deposit at 
Meerut recently on the 
Jenati symbol. U e gener¬ 
al secretary of the Con- 
gress(8) can accept the 
Janeta symbol, why can't 
Sharad Pawar? 


W hile Anin Nehnj has 
bean deprived of hie 
salf-aamimed tramber two 
poririon hi ihe Rajiv Gui* 


nure in Washington, there¬ 
fore, may see some im- 

C rement in Indo-US ties. 

Ing Mrs Gandhi's last 
crip to the USA, Dr Sen- 
gupta's Sbulu connection 
had been put to good um. 
Arjun Sengupta is no 
stranger to diplomacy, 
having served In the 
Seventies as economic 
counsellor. One hopes bel¬ 
ter lado>US understanding 
will be an outcome of this 


dht hierarchy, has Anin 
Singh been demoted? 
When two more par¬ 
liamentary secretaries 
were sworn In addition to 
Arun Singh, there was talk 
in aome eirdes tlut h« too 
had been demoted. While 
two youth leaders, Oscar 
Fernandes and Ahmed 
Patel (both were joint sec¬ 
retaries uf the AlCC) have 
become parliamentary 
secretaries, the person 
who is going to sit in the 
room next to the Prime 
Minister in South Block Is 
Arun Singh. He lemrina ae 
important u before, Only 
his burden has becoRg 
lighter, with PtmMdglo 
aM Fatal also beMni pui 
tbe PrtBM Mlnfater vM 
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Rmul Chocolates 
in attractive 
cartons 



Soft ood creoaig. like its creomk>e$$ seoled ood foil-boord cortoo 
Suiiss chocolotes . in silver foil... to keep it fresh 

Amul CHOCOWTCS 

n gift for someone vou love 
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STOP PRESS: PHILIPS HAS PRODUCED 
ITS 100 MILUONTH TV SET. 

ITS ANOTHER GUARANTEE FOR 
PROBLEM-FREE VIEWING. 



y, 


* Philips uracc cmlrrs in Indu. 

Nnliil Rud. Mug«n. Bamtey 400 0! 0. Td tTTSfSK 
2Heyih«nRQ»j.C4kutl4700020Tel 473621 
3 H»d(l(mRc»d.Madn»a(XOn6.Td:AI234U7 
66 /arpalh, Mhi) lOOOI.Td 32UaS. 


IV sets suil^ 'm OudiiitififiwIUiM: 160>275V 


Philips have made a l OQ millio n television 
sets, so naturally we know more about what our 
customers want and appreciate in a colour TV. 

For example, every Philips is FUUY 
TROPICALI.SED against heal and humidity, so that 
you can enjoy problem-tree viewing 

What s more, all Philips sendee centra in 
India* are fully equipped with sophisticated 
instruments, with overseas-trained technicians lo 
care for your Philips if you happen to buy one 
from Singapore or Hong Kor^ f^us a guarantee on 
after sales service ihat none ^ the other brands can 
match! 

Philips VCRs come in two models *n)eir 
features include high-speed video search, up lo 4 
hours recording, auto play-back, time display 
and pn-pre^amming tor one event 7 days 
in advance. 

For colour televisiotis, a range of 
models are available bm 14'. 16'’ or 20". 
with or without remote control. Alt the 
models have these common features; Philips; 
^ous natural colour from our equally 
famous Hi-^ picture tube. QuickC, and 
higher brightness level for more contrast. 

VCR adaptations on all channels. 4 wans 
sound output, Automatic Fine Tuning for 
sharp pictures, low power consumptioa 

Flus superior quality and senice that 
comes from being the lar^ TV manufacturer 
in the worid. 


miuH 



lUkwd lor otfonnahon onlrby: 

PMipvSiriifmPk Ud..tffO(«].TaaPai«b, SngMWrlOlad 
Phitpt Itafi Kong Linitee, Flcir. U opw iH Ceitir. HMif H«w 
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COVER STORY 14 

Bumtucrrti DMornat, 
InduMfWtet Spy 

Shubhtbrata Bbattachiryi 
tracea the nexui amoog tfie 
four in t he 1 ight of t he 
recent epy picendal, 

D*ellrMoftlit 

Buraiucfcy 

A tpeciel correspondent 
enelyses how businewnea 
from net ion tl end 
multinetioneJ firms end 
ermt dealers can get their 
way into the government 
through bribes. 

ThaKGBgndthaClAIn 

India 

A repoi t on how foreign 
ageiu'ies operate in India. 

BOOK EXfRACT 46 


Cnpiiln fUjIv 

tHno All writes on Rajiv 
and Saniay Gandhi in this 
evtraci from his book, 7%e 
SvhruiHtfd the Gendhii; Ao 
indiup Dynifify. 
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PUNCHLlNE/KinTY 


Cov«r llliMtratloni 
Bulbul Sharma 



SPECIAL W 

layalalltlia'a RavoN 

On 20 January the 
infighting within the ruling 
AlADMK in Tamil Nadu 
came into ihe open with 
JayaJaliLha hving^inpimd 
of nvr status us d^jiuiy 
leader of ih e AIA DM K 

S arliamvniary group, 
lyaluliihahitbsckby 
accusi ng l lie ru I i ng c oi t^’i v 
of m i 8 using the i r puwer«. A 
repori from Anita Hi uiup, 
Plus an exclusive mturview 
with Jsvalulitha 

(XJMM LNI 

Oaielmt* M. J Akher 7 
Gossip ^weei and Sour 
Khu8hwaiit Singh K 
exclusive kuldip Nayar 11 
Opinion 12 

NEWS 63 

At the Receiving Knd 
Earthshakmg Kvvnts 

VAR IETY 

Science 6S 
Khaas Baat bO 
This India 6? 
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^^jai SUPER 

mann 

There*s no 150 cc scooterto match it 



Scooters 
India Limited 


for ECONOMY POWER SAFETY. 



m hire New Mtrii II fhe Mnt Ml 

trm Scodiri hidie Iniied — Mceieiert M 
ImecentP if ftsly Pemre n tcttlv mineficture 
Vijii Super. Ihi wiiuw Grand Prii «i lodU end 
abroad 

Super economy: 56*6 kmt pci Htro 

A new vamable venluu carbuiettiH. improved 
cylinder desiqri ir>creA^ compression lalio 
4M mndified oeai fdi<o impaii optimum fuel 
ecnrtnmy SAVING f(IfL 

Super Power: 9 .S BHP 

Goes Kom u 10 bU kms m 12 7S seconds Hal 
Negotiates QiMieiiis with car.c And keeps 
aticACI ol oirieis _ — 

Super Safe/y 

Centrally mounted eoijiiie low :enlie ol 
gravitv and widct wtie«i tMse make ii saler 
even at sptrdi^ on cwves with mad 


Super DufOtIUty 

Modified material composition of cylindei. 
(hiome piafed piston rings and the use ol sol 
iiiOricani enhance er^me lile Thai i$ why il 
cwrwsa warranty pi months or iDOOOkm 
iwiwchever is eartieri - the longest on ahy 
I wo wheeler 
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Calcutta: Ic may not be vary much 
compared to the HimaIayt*touched 
cold of Delhi, or the waves in the 
night air which sets the lend north 
of the Canga shivering, but we have 
uuj little winter in Calcutta and 
make aneRcellem job of our one 
swearer season too. There is just 
the nip in the atmosphere which 
makes some spirits go up and other 
spirits go down with equal ease. 
Calcuttans reserve all their parties 
for (he spell from mid-November to 
early February. The maiden on 
holidays is a swarm of smiling 
faces, people literally enjoying 
their monieni in the sun before 
they return to the monotony of a 
difficult existence m the congested 
lanes of powerless Calcutta. The 
city's zoo must be the most crowded 
in the world, particularly around 
tha time of maker sankrentj when 
the Biharis in particular choose to 
make their amiual pilgrimage to 
both the confluence of the Ganga 
and the sea, and tha soo. Christmas: 
New Year's eve: the midnight ser¬ 
vices it St Paul have been adopted 
by Calcuttans as pert of their cultu¬ 
ral history: only Calcutta, perhaps, 
could make these occasions so truly 
secular. Middle-class Bengalis 
queuing up to buy cakes is a sight 
good enough to sustain the Ray- 
media industry for a while more. 
This city, after all, was where tha 
Ray was born even if, early this 
century, it decided to rake its lustre 
elsewhere. (It is interesting that as 
long as the British capital was Cal¬ 
cutta, the empire kept expanding. 
As soon as it went to C^lhi, its 
decline started.) And though the 
economy of Calcutta may no longer 
be able to match the interest and 
consciously felt need among its 
citizens for the best books and the 
best bookshops, the Calcutte Book 
Fair still remains the jewel in the 
crown of the publishing industry. 
The world of writers and booksel¬ 
lers still mark a this out as the high 
point of activity. This year, among 
other visitors, we had a group of the 
most eminent poets of Bangladesh 
visiting us. and the reception and 
warmth between the writers living 
on two sides of the border proved 
once again that culture is still much 
more powerful than politics My 
ima relations with creative writing 
'or indeed Ireading fiction) are ex- 
tremeiv tenuous, so 1 cannot claim 
to be any kind of commentator on 
the subject, but it did not need 


enormous powers of observation at 
a well-lubricated dinner party 
hosted by Ananda Publishers to see 
that Shamsur Rehman and Sunil 
Gangopadhyaya were talking the 
same language in more sense* than 
one. The publishers, it often seems 
to me. show far more ded tear inn to 
buuks than authors. The writer gets 
cash in the batik, liquor in his hand 
and. most of all. enormous doses of 
massage to hi» ever-expanding ego. 
The publisher g^s the dirty work~ 
from proofs 10 invokes to distribu¬ 
tion to collection and. on top of it, 
treating the author like a spoilt 
brat. 

If in Delhi the winter goes out 
with the bhang, colour, bantering 
and fire of HoU.then Calcutta's less 
intense but immensely more ele¬ 
gant season ends with the Book 
Fair. Suddenly, as you winder 
through the stalls or relax at the 
os^n air cafes or chatter with 
friends unseen for months (every¬ 
body goes to the fain, the sun 
becomes Indian, and the heat be¬ 
gins to seep through between the 
collar and skin. 

The party's over. 

S hock, surjirise. hurror. Dr 
Ashok Mitra, whose lash of lon¬ 
gue and needle-sharp quiU have 
done mure to damage relations be¬ 
tween the Left Front and the cen¬ 
tre, has actually praised the Rajiv 
Gandhi government. After so many 
veers of ooaJing with fellow Bengali 
Pranab Mukherjee, The Man Who 
Gave You The IMF Loan, he finds 
soft-spoken, sober Vi^wanath Pra- 
tap Sin^ a sensible soul. Thera is 
none of the confrontation in the 
new union finance minister's let¬ 
ters, said the state finance minis¬ 
ter: in fact. Dr Mitra was stunned to 
discover that a dialogue was at all 
possible. Those who know Visli- 
wanath Pratap Singh will not be 
surprised that he has managed to 
woo even the acerbic Dr Mitra. His 
reputation as a decent human 
being—apart from being a gc»od 
minister—is widespread. Rajiv 

Gaodhi was sending out a dellber* 
ate signal when he made a gentle¬ 
man like Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
finance minister of his first govern¬ 
ment, after giving him charge of the 
vital Uttar Pradesh election cam¬ 
paign. V. P. Stt^ ii perhaps the 
first chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh to actually leave the job 


willingly (Mr Narayan Dutt Tewan, 
another decent soul could well be 
the second). And nor had Raja 
Sahab, as he is popularly known, 
been offered anything at the centre 
ill exchange or promotion. In fact. 
Mrs Gandhi was upset when he 
resigned. But he did so because, as 
he himself explained, he had mu 
been able to fulfil his promise to 
solve (he law and order problem of 
dacoit-ndden Uttar Pradesh. Nut 
many people know that Mr Singh's 
elder brother, a judge, was shot 
dead by dacoits. 


W o could easily, in oui office, 
liegin a Times of India Alumni 
Associaiion, quite a few uf us began 
our career (here before shifting over 
to Calcutta ur Delhi to wi>rk for 
SvNUxv or Ravivar, Now, for the first 
rime, the reverse journey is being 
made. One of the finest talents 
among the journalises of our genera¬ 
tion. Surendra Pratap Singh, Is leav¬ 
ing the editorship of Reviver to take 
over as Resident Editor of Nevbheier 
Times, that hugely-circulated Hindi 
daily from the Bennei Coleman 
stable. With a modesty unchaiacier- 
istic of his profession, and an ability 
uncommon among his peeis. SP has 
quietly fashioned a serious political 
newsweekly which has acquired the 
very highest reputation in the Hindi- 
speaking world. Obviously it was the 
maturity of the editing which promp 
ted Dr Ram Tarneja, managing direc¬ 
tor of the company, and Mr Rajeiidra 
Mathur, editor of the paper, to hand 
over such a challenging responsibil¬ 
ity to him rather than lo the numer 
ous seniors who had been expecting 
to fill the post. Clearly too the gener¬ 
ational change is coming about in the 
Times; the topmost jobs are no lon¬ 
ger the preserve of only those who 
are near their retirement. The ex¬ 
traordinary success of Priiish Nandy 
in 77ie Illustrated Weekly must have 
set at rest whatever doubts the own¬ 
ers and management might have had 
about the wisdom of young people at 
the top. 

As if his achievement in journal¬ 
ism was not sufficu-nt, SP (with the 
same self-effacing silence he showed 
in his editing) wrote the dialogue for 
the award-winning film Fear, an 
effort which Has brought him a de¬ 
luge of offers from the more sensible 
part of The film industry. We will 
mist him at the Calcutta office. Our 
loss is clearlv Betinet Culeman's gain. 
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New Parliament 

■ wish th« opening of the new 
session of Parliament was tele* 
vised. It is a colourful ceremony 
when everyone of the 700odd mem 
bcr$ of the two houses i$ dressed in 
his or her Sunday best and is at his 
and her best behaviour. This is for 
the simple reason that those present 
are meant to be seen and not heard. 
The rostrum of Central Hall is 
beautifully decorated with masses of 
(jiadioli. Six gianc*sircd lancers of 
the President's bodyguard dressed m 
blue and gold flank the throne chair 
holding their berlbboned spears 
eloft. On (he stroke of eleven the 
fanfares sound and everyone stands 
up. Pigeons take fright and fly 
around the hall. Led by six-footer 
bodyguards come secretaries of the 
two houses, the President, vice* 
president, the Prime Minister and 
other officials—-ill save the Prime 
Minister look very diminutive by 
contrast with their uniformed escorts 
and all very conKious of thoir inabil* 
Icy to march in step. They take their 
sea's and stand up again as the hand 
strikes up the national anthem The 
President clears his throat, takes a 
sip of water and begins to read the 
address prepared for him hy the 
government in Hindi It takes him 40 
minutes with two gulps of water to go 
through the text. Vice*presjdent 
Veokataraman takes less than 19 
minutes to read its English transla* 
tion. it’s all over in one hour. And 
once more the national anthem 
strikes and the President, vice* 
president. Prime Minister and secre* 
tariea rropp out painfully out of step 
with their gigantic bodyguards. 

The opening day in both houses 
was a sad affair devoted to tributes 
to the late Indira Gandhi. It was an 
opportunity for members to say 
something which could be quoted for 
times to come. Alas' Mot one speech 
in either house came up to expecta* 
tion because no one had taken the 
trouble to think of something meitior* 
able to say. A Jawaharlal Nehru or a 
Radhekrishnan would have spent 
hours polishing bejewelled phrases 
to use at the occasion. Here we had 
lost one of the most remarkable 

women In the annals of world hi&uiry 

in a classic betrayal of sacred trust, a 
woman who had been chosen by a | 
nation of 7S0 million people to hold 
the reins of their destinies in her 
hands for over 14 years. And all these 
sacond*raier$ could do was mouth 
banalities and boast how close they 
had been to her Indira Gandhi and 
any comparisons with her would be 



odious. Mot one of them had the 
boldness to say that before her the 
Caesars of Rome and the Tsars of 
Russia, the Bonapartes of Prance and 
the Monarchs of England, the Presi* 
dents and Prime Ministers of our 
limes dwerf into littleness. She was 
not of this age but for all time We 
will not see the like of her again. She 
will be for ever honoured, for ever 
mourned. 

Mrs Gandhi had no political phi¬ 
losophy nor did the subscribe to any 
dogmas. She could be petulant. She 
could be petty. But she was commit 
ted to any ideal to keep the country 
united. She had convinced herself 
that only she or one of her sons could 
ensure it. That persuasion and belief 
ripened into faith and became a 
passioned intuition. 

Since the nation has chosen Mrs 
Gandhi's son as her successor, what* 
ever reservations the more educated 
of us may have about dynastic sue 
cession, we have to accept it as the 
will of the people. We have also to 
admit that he has made a promising 
start. If he treads the right path, it is 
our duty to support him. At this stage 
our prayer should be: 

**Today he puts fonh the tender 
leaves of hope, 

Tomorrow may be blossom and 
may the fruits of honour come 
thick upon him.’* 

A Pakistani View 

A book written eo the Sikhs prob¬ 
lems by a Pakistani will natural¬ 
ly arouse a lot of interest is India. Mo 
sooner Syed Sbabbir Hussain’s Sikhs 
at Crossroads was received. 1 put all 
my other work aside to delve into it. 
As is my habit, when it comes to 
books on Punjab or the Sikhs, I first 
take a look at the bibliography to see 
the material the author has con¬ 


sulted. Of the 17 in his selected list 
only two are Indian: Pran Chopra’s 
Second Liborstion of India and The 
Sikhs by me (coffee-table pictorial 
with a very brief text). Thereafter I 
turn to the index to see if I have been 
quoted, misquoted or maligned. I was 
not disappointed: the author has 
taken chunks from my books, some 
acknowledged, others just lifted 
without the courtesy of inverted com¬ 
mas: plenty of misquotations and 
some abuse is aiT* self-o^nionared 
intellectuer. These are small mat¬ 
ters, What is more reprehensible is 
(hai of the IS4 pages if extracts from 
Indian newspapers and magazines 
are excised, the hook would be re¬ 
duced by a third. Another third has 
little or nothing to do with the Sikhs 
but with the transfer of power from 
British to Indo-Pak hands. So we are 
left with SO odd pages on Sikhs at 
crossroads. This dues nor speak very 
hi^ly of Pakistani scholarship or 
ptAitical Journalism, 

Shabbir Hussain has no prateti* 
lions to objectivity. He describes 
Moumbatien as ’'the Mrtiaan vicer* 
oy”: accuses Sikhs for being *’re* 
sponsible for the largest massacre of 
Muslims during the partition riots*’; 
and for forgetting that they were not 
Hindus and making themselves over 
to Hindu India and not accepting Mr 
Jinnah’s generous offer to them to 
join Pakistan. Like many half-baked 
Pakistani journaliiis, Shabbir Hus 
lain discovers the root of all that is 
evil in India in "Brahmanic arro¬ 
gance" and strives to debunk India's 
claim to secularism which in his 
opinion is a "thaocretic state in the 
worst sense of the word, intolerant of 
every non-Brahman culture or creed 
whether scheduled caste. Muslims, 
Sikhs or Buddhists wielding the big 
stick while insisting it is a carrot." 
He sets out to examine "this fascism 
of casta Hindus, now at rampage in 
almost every part of the country." 
Pakistan, ha maintains is the 
greatest an Indian fascist could 
have hoped for. He can now exploit 
permanent sense of injury and, at the 
same time, channel it against the 
{ Jews of Modern India—the Muslims, 
large enough to count as respectable 
enemy, week enough to be attacked 
with impunity.” He sees the Con¬ 
gress party during the British roj as 

I * almost entirely Brahman." The only 
; exception being Mahatma Gandhi 
, who he describes as a Veshnu (it la 
not clear whether he means a Vaj'sh- 
nav or • veptariin). With great glee 
he quotas Lord Waveil’s opinion of 
(he Mahatma as having "more of 
melevolence than benevolence in 
him.” The Sikhs, ha castigates for 
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having "played 9 major role in (he 
1971 war"! Shabbeg Singh fw train* 
iog the Mukb Bahini. J.S. Arora for 
having defeated the Pakistaois. Both 
Generals paid Che price: one being 
killed in "Operation Bluescar," che 
other "sulking in agony and wilder* 
ness at che destruction of the Golden 
Temple." Sikhs having performed 
such "slavish acts under the direc* 
eion of their Hindu masters" are now 
victims of "Gandhiao malevolence, 
caste culture and random use of 
force." 

Chipters on Operation Bluescar 
and an Interview with Jegjit Singh 
Cheuhan who describes me as "In* 
dirt's ihowpiace" are lifted io total* 
ity from Indian journals. The only 
people who come in for praise are 
Khallistanif living abroad: Chauhan 
and Ganga Sin^ Ohillon. 

The biographical blurb describes 
Syed Shabbir Hussain as a "veteran 
journalist known for his perception 
of internal and regional situations." 
It is avldent chat ha has no percep* 
tion of the problems of the Sikhs and 
is fast declining into dotage. It is a 
small mercy that hes book Is not 
likely to be available in India 

Gaffes of 
1984 

I asi year yielded a rich harvest el 
kgeffes from the mouths of celebri* 
ties. The winner was of course 
Ronald Reagan. When giving a voice* 
test for a aation*wide broadcast 
which unfortunately for him went on 
che air, ho said "My fellow Amer* 
icons, I am pleased to tall you that t 
have signed legislation to outlaw 
Russia for ever. We begin bombing in 
five minutes." 

His vo^ce was okay. Later he cried 
to expiein that he was jesting and did 
not realise he was In the air. The 
Russians did not see the joke and 
maintained that the mindless gaffe 
revealed che inner workings of che 
American President's mind Russians 
don't have a sense of humour. 

A charming slip of the tongue came 
from Italy. It was the mlstranslacion 
ol a blurb of a fashion*designer who 
wanted to advertise a new cut for 
ladles dress as one which would 
rouse man's libido. The English ve^ 
sloA read: "Shaped to be raped". 
Women's Ubben were up in arms but 
apparently the new design was a 
great sales success. 

From America again came a vitup¬ 
erative attack by Mrs Bush ageinst 
the Democratic vlce-presidentiel 
candidate. Cereldlne Ferraro. "She 
if a four million dollar...! can't say It, 
but it rhymes with rich." 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



A judicial Inquiry 
must tie held to 
look into the 
rioting in Delhi 
and also assess 
whether the 
allegations 
against the 
present and 
former MPs and 
; other 
Congross(l) 
Jeaders are true 



I Appeasing the Sikhs 


T he governmem is mice again on the 
wrong track while seeking a solu* 
lion to ihe Punjab prohleoi. which 
is now a Sikh problem. Therefore, 
the search ha& to be lo fmd a way to bring 
back the Sikhs to ihenaiional mainstream 
for they foel hurt and humiliated. The 
Sikhs today, have developed an inferiority 
complex in theic own country. 

The merger of Chandigarh in Punjab or 
The reference of the waters dispute to a 
Supreme Court judge is not what can 
make allies of the Sikhs, noi can a discus¬ 
sion on the Anandpur Sahib resolution. If 
these imp«iriani matters had been tackled 
before the army operation in the Gulden 
Temple at Amritsar, it might have satis¬ 
fied the Sikhs. At piesent. the question is 
how the Sikhs can be brought into the 
mainsiraam because ihey are now living 
in a world of their own, cauggerating their 
grievances and imagining ine worst. 

The ministerial committee, appointed 
by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, is re* 
portedly discussing the pros and cons of 
the Akab demands. It is being said that 
the Anandpur Sahib revolution i« not on 
the committee’s agenda since the last U>k 
Sabha poll is taken as a verdict against it. 
The committee is indirectly sounding 
the Akali leaders to know their stand. 

But the Sikh sentiment has gone beyond 
the demands, beyond the control oi even 
the Akah leaders. Even Harchand Singh 
Longowal, the Akab chief, who still has 
the strongest hold on the Sikhs, may not 
itiarter much iii assuaging the Sikhs* feel¬ 
ings. Nur docs Pukash Singh Badal. foi- 
mer chief minister, or Gurchaian Sin^ 
Tohra. chief of the Shiromnni Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee iSCPC). G.S. 
Tohra iv considered the villain of the 
piece. Tomorrow when they are released, 
they would he denounced and might even 
be forced to leave their moderate line and 
become hardliners; moderation does mu 
appeal to a large segment of the Sikh 
community, particularly the youth, who 
are in a defiant mood. 

Therefore, the problem needs a careful 
and psychological handling and it is no 
use rushing things or talking of a time* 
bound frame. The ministerial committee 
should first tackle the aftermath of the 
military operation, not the AkaJi demands 
as such. I recall that at a Sikh gathering 
the other day when I talked about tiie 
resumption of talks on Chandigaih, the 
river waters and the Anandpur Sahib 
resolution, there was an uproar even at 
the suggestion of staning negotiations. 
The entire congregation stood up and said 
that they had no demands. Obviously, the 
hurt is trHi deep, loo rcient. 

That is the reason wh>’ the thread must 
be picked up from Operation Bluestar. 


There are allegatiun.s of atrocities and 
deliberate killings; there must be an in* 
quiry into these charges because with the 

E assage of time even wild stories are 
alieved. Whai 1 heard when 1 viiiiied the 
Golden Temple in the end of June is a 
fraction of what I heard a few days ago. 

There is no question of going into the 
operation part bucause how an army acts 
is dependent on the judgmeiil of the 
commanders on the spot. But the aJlega* 
lion that iniiocentv were killed within the 
precincls of the Golden Temple is too 
senouv lo remain unchaUenged; this is not 
fair lo the army and iis name. There are 
allegaiiuns that (he army has made indis* 
criminaie arrests since the operaihm; oniy 
an independent inquiry into these will 
bring uut tha truth. Meanwhile, all those 
who arc in custody without any charges 
against (hem. should lie released 
Whai has angered the Sikhs most is the 
noting in Delhi and elsewhere in the wake 
of Indira GandhTs assassination. An omni* 
bus inquiry to find out who arc guilty 
would he ideal but it may no! he possible. 
At least the riuimg in Delhi must be 
probed into because officials put the 
number of deaths above 2,000. Important 
revelations have been made by the Pub be 
Inquiry Commitiee, headed by S.M. Sikri. 
former Chief Justice of India, and by the 
People’s Union for Civil Liberties tPL'CL) 
and the People's Union of Dcinocraiic 
Rights (PUDK). 

Names of H.K.L. Bhagai. Jagdish (ytlei , 
l.alu Maken. the three Congressd) MFi 
from Delhi and of Sajjan Kumai and 
Dharam Das Shastri. former MPs, have 
been mentioned, apart from a lew others. 
A judiciaJ inquiry presided over by a 
Supreme Court judge must be held lo look 
into the rioting in Delhi and also assesv 
whether the allegations against the pre* 
sent and former KIPs and the other ('on* 
gresMh leader:^ are true. 

Once the wonts following the military 
Operation and the noting arc properly 
lookc^d into, ihe Sikhs may come round to 
believe that those who indulged in mar* 
der. looting and burning have been'taken 
to task and that the law knows no Hindu 
or Sikh; all Indians are equal before it. 

However, the Sikhs should also try to 
wcHi the Hindus in Punjab The repre* 
semaiives of (be two commv iitiesmust sU 
across the table and try to understand 
each other’s point of view and sensitivi¬ 
ties 1 he Akali leaders have thus far been 
»ihy of meeting the Punjab Hmdu leaders. 
And I have still not found one good reason 

B the Akal Takhi, the highest Sikh 
^ has not issued a hukumnama (edict) 
ihMi killing the itiiiiKent is against the 
tenets of Bikbism. The five high priests 
should siari (he process. 
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OPINION 


New Promises 


S lnihhdlu.Ku Bhtfttacharya had 
(ii'vcril>ed The Sew Wave 
t:>>vfuimi-in (t^l9 January ’BSj 
hiMdvd hv K>i.iiv <*andhi as “a judi- 

I'Kms hlHid t>r eiperi- 

t'lHc " While svleciinft his new 
i.dniic'i. Ihe Prime Minister has 
I>Uki'iI m<>i*it .ind ptTfnrm<ince above 
.ill iitlu’i cunsideraiiuns, I also 
.iMI>mutie the secrecy maintained 
ti'^iiidin^ (he seiectum uf the minis* 
lets ,<iid I he {Hirllolios id located tv 
thv'iii l.vi-n Aiun Nehru, who is so 
I U>si* i(» the I’M, was kept in the dark 
Ai I he \ust available opportunity, 
U,Mo (laiulhi has shown that he is a 
• ii|i,ibU' and shrewd udministrutor. 
Ms t..ikshiui. Alwire 

• Mv best wishes to Kajiv (•andhi 
anil his nets team. The Cnnftresstll 
led l>v Kajis Ihindhl has Virtually 
wiped oi,t the op(Xisluon. Mure than 
aiielhinu else, taiiuieto iiiiiiu prvwd 
(«> Im* rhe opposiruMrs undoing In* 
stead (d eiiiKisiiiK each other, the 
MppoMiion leaJvis shoolil now try 
,iiui loim »i suhle, onited opposition. 
I iaonoi iliiok of dvrnocracy wit hone 
anv sliortu opposition. 

1.11/ Aliiiwri ^aJ/f. OA'orra 

• 1 auiee wuh Shiibhabrata Bhot- 
tachaivj iliat the mussive mandate 
ii\ rsu'our of the Con|tressiI) was a 
vole Inr the integrity of the country 
ilVhv iln‘ OppofiruHi LtM k Indians 
iveie convinced that the country 
<ouJd iioi he kept united by an 
<i|i|iosiiion that was husv ti|(hiinR 
ainoiiK itsi'ir People trusted 

<he oppsisilroii in 1977. But ihe lead 
eis did n<»t ius|>ect the people's ver* 
ch c I rii IS 11 in e i h e elec t oral e r huuRh t 
that only the ConKrvssii), with younp 
und clean loaders like Rojiv Ciandhi. 
cooJd |)idl India out of the present 
Cl ISIS. The opposition leaders should 
draw a lesson from the debacle and 
11 V anil seive the |>ef>ple in a more 
neuuMiidol manner, 

f.a/i//i. t'a/cutM 

• Ihiless ihe opposition unites there 
Is veiv little cbaiicc for its cum* 
ehack. The opposition failed to come 
<iut with any tocisiruciive program* 
t\)vs I’he iinime ihev put up wa» that 
ot a him sc divided No wonder (he 
iieoplo lejecied tiivni On the ucher 
hand Kajiv Gandhi successfully gave 
I He impression that his party alone 
iimld keep the country united. 
Nirthiii Oas tiupta, Cjlci/tta 

• Best wishes to Hajiv Gandhi and 
the newly elecivd member) and my 
sympathies tn the opposition With 


To 
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the Cungresstli's landslide victory, a 
new era in the country's |H»l«lical life 
has begun. 

K*. Tafchei* 

* The results of the laik Sablia elec 
nous have taken me bv surpiiM.*. A 
comfortable viciorv for tile Congres* 
N(li was on rhe cards, but the com* 
plete rout of the opposition came as a 
holt from the blue. Several faciors 
went against the opposuion parties, 
the must important among them 
being (hv mas.sive misleading prop* 
agaiida by the ruling party that the 
country's unity was in danger and 
that the <ii>iKiMliun leaders were sid* 
mg with (be secessionisc elements in 
Punjab. This time oui gullible mas* 
sec did n«H vote in a rational manner. 
The shocking defeat uf most of the 
opposition leaders is a grave threat 
to the future of democracy. There i» 
no one to check the despotic rule of 
the Congress! I) 

iun/ca Neraup. Sew Detht 

* Tariin Congulv's assessment nf the 
CPIlMTs debacle in West Bengal 
i5(L*mining xhe Tidei was correct. 
However, here are a few more 
rca.vins, tn addition to the ones men* 
lioncd hy the author, that were re* 
spun si hie for the CHIiMj’s p«ior show* 
ing at tlic polls: the Left From gov* 
ernmeni failed in such vital areas 
like power, transport and law and 
Older. Moreuver. the high rate of 
professional taxes and the imposition 
of entertainment tax for TV users 
were resented bv the people. 

Ms Rnj Kumari TriparhJ. Howrah 

* The personal ambitions of the 
opptisition leaders led tv their down* 


fell in the Lok Sabha elections. Right 
from 1980 when (he Janata Party 
broke up, the opposition remained 
splintered Efforts were made tv 
patch up the differences, but in vain. 
Every opposition leader wanted to 
become the Prime Minister. They 
placed their interests above the na* 
tion's Why should people vote for 
them? 

C B Sahai. Sew Delhi 

a The Indian electorate have raised 
their bands to bid goodbye to the 
opposition. While the Congress! I) 
vandidaies were sent to the Luk 
Sabha. most i>l ihv opposition mem* 
bars were sent tu ihe Rariok Sabha. 
fiandip Mukherjee. Patna 

a \ was disappointed to go through 
the list uf ministers in Rojlv Gandhi's 
I cabinet. In chcKisnu' Ms team, the 
new PM has maintained his family 
tradition: axing men who pose a 
threat to his ambitions The dropping 
of Pranab Mukherjee and Ghani 
Khan Chuwdhury is certainly a luss 
to ihc adniiimtrathm, 

Rdjesh .S'ahay. Haiaribitph 

• The near tuial rejection of the old 
oppvMtjvn leaders expresses the 
ulecturaie's desire for youthful 
dynamism a> symbolised by Rajiv 
Gandhi. But what is disturbing is the 
fact that the total decimation of (he 
opposition may lead to a gross misuse 
of power by the ruling party. 
Susanta Biswas. Calcutta 

• The historic sweep by (he Congrea* 
s(]> indicates (hat the people of India 
has given dynamism and stability 
precedence over infirmity, sluggish¬ 
ness and instability. The cuvur sto^ 
discussed at length most of the minis* 
ters in the Rajiv Gandhi cabinet, but 
a glaring omission was the health and 
family welfare minister, Mrs Mohsi* 
na Kidwai. 

Rashmee Roshan Lall, Mearut 

a The Congress!I) should now read 
as Congre$s!R). 

AfahesA Xumar, Afew Delhi 

e I had never known that the people 
of this country were soemotinna]. 
Even while exercising their franchise 
theii hearts ruled over their heads. 
PraOhdkar S. HarsoJe, indore 

a The heading of the cover story was 
Justified. The sympathy wave was so 
strong that women and even men 
* were swept away by it. The immedi¬ 
ate problems facing the country took 
a back*seat. Ir would be foolish to 
expect the opposition (o do wall in 
such circumstances. 

M.H. Rama, Bhiihaneswai 
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Wanted: Discipline 

A shis Ray’s special report. Sunil 
G4¥aik»f versus Kapil Oev (30 
December '64—S January ’85) was 
illuminaiin^. I was surprised tv go 
through Sandeep Panl's reaction. 
Such irresponsible statements will 
only serve to harm the interests uf 
Indian cricket. Now that Indian 
cricket is passing through a trying 
phase. I hope that all the players will 
forget their differences and unite tv 
regain past glory. 

Akhaya Kumar Hora. Puri 

• I felt proud when I watched on 
television Kapil Dev holding aloft 
the World Cup. But that is past. Now 
I watch with anguish India being 
humiliated at every step by a re* 
latively weak England side. At this 
.iunctiire. A^his Ray's report un the 
differences hvtween Gavaskar and 
Kapil was an eveopene*' Whut is 
lacking in the Indian Test team is not 
talent but discipline. 

Oilip Kutnar Sharma, Nafspue 


Angrezi Mein Keh te ... 

M . J. Akhar's prediction regard 
ing the political future of Ami* 
tabh Bechclian was wide off the mark 
(Dateline. B—15 December '85). The 
article was written with a biased. 
pre*conceived nution. Ii would be 
wrong tu condemn Amitahh’s efforts 
only because he is an actor 
J C Sfiarma. Oman 

e H. N. Buhuguna has got a pasting 
in Allahabad AHahahad hi Hindi 
mein kehte hei ki *Veerne irna aa* 
.saait rjwftjfi." pur angreri mem Mi 
kehte ha in ki "poll predictions are 
not so easy to make.” 

Vineeta Prasad. Patna 


More Information 


I read with much interest (he am* 
cle. A Quter Revolufju/i (News. 25 
November ’84) However. 1 do nut 
agree with (he author on certain 
points. Tapash Mukherjee had said 
that *20*odd Santhal families of the 
village are beginning life anew.’ I am 
sure that there is no Santhal family 
inhabiting that village. Moreover, 
the Sioghivita Adivasi Joutha Kha* 
mar Society (SAJKS) is not in Jal* 
palguri district but In Darjeeling 
district. It is also not true that at 
least one member from each family 
of the village have spent some years 
in jail for ektremist activities. 1 
would like to add that at i^esent 24 
famiUeaare involvad with the affairs 
of the Society. 

: Shyemel Dabnath. SiHsuri 


Unkind, Unjustified Attacks 


■ was appalled to read some of your 
correspondent’s unkind and untrue 
outbursts against Khu^want Singh 
(Opinton. 23 December '84>. Mr 
Singh, alone among the many prom¬ 
inent Sikhs, had the courage to speak 
his mind openly in the period be* 
rween 0{ieraiiun Bluesiar and the 
nigbtmarv (hiit followed Mrs Can* 
dhi's asMssination. I have not heard 
Khushwant Singh's BBC interviews 
but his CBC TV inierviews m Canada 
were bolanced Cosmopoliton higot is 
<» contradiction m lermN. Khushwant 
Singh lias a strong sense of identity, 
individuality and a sense of belong* 
ing. Although I have no exact figures, 
it appear*^ that about 9S per cent of 
the adult Sikh males in Canada are 
clean*shaven and 1 under stand the 
trend is (he same in Punjab. There is 
an idemhy crisis among the Sikhs in 
Punjab and hence the rise of (he 
Hhindranwale phenomenon. 

B.A. Kamarh, Merritt. Canada 

• I read with sadness and amuse¬ 
ment the reactions to Khushwant 
Singh's articles published in Si'niiav. 
Most <if the readers felt that Mr 
Singh was siding with the Sikhs and 
•iguinsi the Hindus. As 1 livt* in 
Punlah and happened to He in Delhi 

Eveready to Kill 




L et us begin this new year with a 
Firm reaoive to fight the killer 
Union Carbide, who murdered and 
maimed thousands of our brothers 
and sisters at Bhopal Let us fight 
with all our might the multinailonal 
bluod*suckers who exploit the Hiird 
World poor. 

Dr 8. EkbaJ, KVrafe Sesrra Sahirya 
Panshad. Tnvaodrvm 


; during the riots following Mrs (iun- 

* dhi's assussinatiun. I know (be situa- 

* lion better than anyant* eUe Most of 
1 the people, on (lie other hnnd, 

I gathered rheir impressions I rum 

newspaper and magazine rcpiirts 
which were biased Thr Sikhs were 
never against the Hindus. If sweeu 
were distnlmiecJ on the d.iv Mrs 
Gandhi was assassinated, it was lust 
a recipriK'dl gesture us Hniilus bad 
also distributed sweets ufier OjierH* 
tion Bluester. 

A.P. Sinfih. Hothiaipur 

• The views expressed hv tiMclers in 
response to Khushwant .'siiigliS urn* 
cles were alarming Somu of ihein 
^ have justified the killing of .Sikhs 
thruughout the countrv by tlio logic 
that Hindm were sulfrnng in Pun iuh 
HI the hands of the .Sikhs. Thuv niive 
conveniently ignuied the (act that 
extremists end anti*sociaH were re* j 
sponsible for the killing nf Hiuilus in '| 
Punjab. There weie cases when 
Sikhs tiMi were killed hv lh«: exttem- 
ins because they did nor full in linv 
Anyone who raised his voice against 
Bhindrunwak*. irresouctivu ot thi* 

I act whether he was a Hindu or a 
Sikh. wa< eliminated. 

(farpmdrr Kaui. Nvm' Deihi 


j Not True I 

I 

M V Hlivniimi hus l>ci*n <howii to ; 

YuImth) (ilnniirc's nndivsis of 
(he elect nui ronilis of Hi hut (The 
.S'owp. b--9 January 'Hf*! wherein 
the auth'ir says that "the CPI nation* 

.il council secrvtoiy, .Taganii.ith Sar. 
kar. announced that the CPI went Id 
work for the defeat of Karpoori 'I hu- 
kur. the DMKP leader, in Samiisn* 
pur." This is not tnu Ihi* CPI had 
extended its support tu the l.uk (lal 
candidate Baidvanuth Mehta in 
Samastipur. The paity had never 
given any call nor worked for the 
defeat uf Karpuon Thakur. Kur the 
benefit of readers I am quoting the 
relevant paragraph from our press 
hand*oui.* 

"Since the DMKP leadership was 
chiefly insirumenidl in preventing 
adjustment of seals amon^ the left, 
democratic and secular opposition 
parties in Bihar...so the CPI was ' 
compelled to supv'>»rt the l.ok Dal 
candidate in Samastipur." The hand* 
out made it dear chat the "CPI had to 
do this only to register its protest 
against the disruptive tactics of the 
DMKP leadership in Bihar." 

RamaVIfar Sharma. secretary. Bihar 
State Council, Communist Party of 
Indiat Patna 
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Bureaucrat, Diplomat, 
Industrialist, Spy_ 

It is time to break this nexus 


W hen Mr'i Indira Oandhr lay 
in sCfiie ai (he Teen Murri 
Hruise alter her ax>>as«ma 
non, three were 

markeil for (he iliffeivm caiefiuncK 
of mourners, 'fhe uenerul puhlic filed 
past a Kate tawartlK which her feet 
were placed. Rv her eide there a 
gale from wheie Indian dicnirane» 
and leiteer foreign pernonalitie^ were 
allowed to enter and P^V their horn* 
age. Apart from these (wo, a special 
gate was kept open for foreign digni¬ 
taries And envoys. One Indian indus¬ 
trialist wax seen bribing his way 
through this gate even on that 
xulenrn day. This industrialisr, who 
started off as u clerk in n trading 
house in the Middle hast some years 
ngo. today cornrols a major blue chip 
companv in the st«K’k eKchunge. Hi» 
rise tu fame ha^ been due to his clout 
with a former finance minisrer and 
bribing hax been hU forte Vxen l»y 
the side nf Mrs Gandhi's dead body, 
he did not hesitate for o inomeni 
while bribing the guards. He wax 
accompanied bv the (ircsulvni of the 
t'ongressdi commit lev ol the west¬ 
ern metropnlis. which is his h.ise His 


liaison man in Delhi, who was cU»se 
on the heels of this industrialist, w’os 
sevn extracting his hand from his 
pocket and shaking hands with a 
securitvman. No one thereafter ob- 
iectvd to this blatant violation of 
protocol while this businessman, who 
has been known as the fountainhead 
of cnrruptien in the past few years, 
sailed through the special gate and 
paid his last respects to Mrs Gandhi. 

There could be no better example 
of the influence which moneybag 
wield in Delhi If this indusiFlalist 
was able to make his ill-earndd 
monev yield dividends on a dav when 
the nation was griefsiricken. one can 
imagine what monev can do In nor 
mal limes. Many Indian VIPs noticed 
him doing what he did. Bui no one 
dared to object. His money reached 
for and wide. If ii was suit lengths 
(both for summer safari suits and 
winter suiting) for the securicvmen 
and the lesser staff, the govern* 
ment's influential ministers and 
Memher» of Parliament (cutting 
.serms party lines) were recipients of 
his large«,se. For the officers, his 
attractive convertible debenture 




issues were always available from 
(he business associate’s quota. He is 
a man for all seasons: and men in 
positions of influence and power 
^erve hitn for obvious reasons. 

We have given the above example 
to show how vulnerable the system is 
to bribing. If a security guard stand¬ 
ing by the dead body of the late 
Prime Minister was accepting Iwibes 
and people not objecting to it, then 
some introspection is called for. 
Have we reached the nadir of human 
behaviour? The discovery of a spy 
ring operating in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's office IS a shame. If India’s 
national iiueresis are under attack 
from the very invtitutioii which is 
col runted with ihv task of safeguard¬ 
ing it, then something serious has 
gone wrong over die years, h is a 
well'known fact that corruption has 
been growing by leaps and buunds 
since (he early Seventies. The Marut i 
project, the brainchild of the Ute 
Saniay Gandhi, was the watershed. 
Irregularities were committed to 
please the whims of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's younger son. The officers who 
stuck to the rules of the book had to 
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regret tuch insistence. The Official 
Secrets Act became a mere piece of 
badly printed official statiooery 
since the time Sanjay Gandhi be* 
came tbe extra*constitu(ional author* 
ity to whom everyone in the govern* 
ment bowed. Sanjay Gandhi's death 
was followed by the emergence of 
another coterie which looked into 
gnvernmeiu files without having the 
sanction to do so. They did not them* 
selves call for the files. The political 
and bureaucratic cufture had be* 
come such that officials and minis¬ 
ters alike went to certain persons 
whom they rhniight'were near the 
centre of power and showed the files 
and sought “guidance." It is another 
moiter (hot those who were interfer* 
ing in the mattecN of state without 
siinction till ii few months back Have 
MOV? been given the mandate to do so. 
Bur the fact remains that the provi¬ 
sions of the Official Secrets Act have 
rarely been observed as a matter of 
rule m the last several veers 
The average Indian bureaucrat is a 
cautious person. A government ser¬ 
vant IS largely dependent on his 
pension, gratuity and provident fund 
after retirement. If any enquiry be 
pending against him on the date of 
supurannuarion, then these are held 
up. The bureaucrat, therefore, can¬ 
not afford to be blatantly corrupt. 
There U a very smell percentage of 
daredevils, whn either because of 
Their moneyed family backgrounds 
or due to a total lack of fear of God, 
indulge in corruption openly. Politic¬ 
al patronage it the opiate of the 
bureaucracy. Often currying favour 
with the political masters becomes 
the over-riding factor and tha leads 
to the bureaucrat indulging in activi¬ 
ties which violate the provisions of 
the Official Secrets Act and the Pre¬ 
vention of Corruption Act. Corrup¬ 
tion in the bureaucracy does not 
mean big money. Money plays a role, 
bur rarely does an average Indian 
bureaucrat build a house or buy 
property from money earned through 
corrupt practices. Corrupting a gov¬ 
ernment servant in India is a com¬ 
paratively cheap exercise. The gov¬ 
ernment's pay and allowances are ' 
such that it sometimes seems that 
corruption has been inbuilt into the 
system. While on tour, a govammenc 
servant is given an allowance of Rs 
22 in normal towns and Rs 37.SO per 

day in metropolitan towns. This 

amount is supposed to cover the cost 
ot boarding, lodging and transporta¬ 
tion In tha place of deputation. It is 
aaiy for businessman to corrupt the 
iifficers on such occasions by offenng 
(ham transport and the use of the 
luxury guest houses. In New E>elhi. 
(he headquarters of tha Govammant 
Ilf India, if an officer has to travel 


between two ministries un official 
vnirk and the official pool staff car is 
not available, then the government 
rules lay down that tliey have to u«e 
oudirK'kshaws and not (axis This 
mnovariiw iii ihe rules was made 
sometime during the tenure of Pra- 
nab Kumar Mukheriee as (he union 
finjiicr- niimsier. There base lieen 
iiisi.MiLes wlivti r'lree nifiLers had (o 
ti4vt-l mid iliev hired a taxi The bill 
wa^ iitM pasM-d Had ihvv hiied (hree 
aui oi u k sli '-sws and t hoi i-bv spe n t 
more I<m ihe irip ihan liv hiring ii 
laxi. (he bills would have Iweri pas 
sed. Transp(»ii of businessmen and 
huison .igents is made avail.ible to | 
willing ofliccis MU smli miasmiis | 

Kven then, an average burt^auerm ; 
i.irelv uses such lacililies But die * 
t.u'c rnn.iins ihai unimaginative 
lulesof (he govern men I lav upeii the 
bille.iuci.itk (NinaIsfoi imni|H iiifivi i 
enves 

M ore than mnneterv corruption, 

(t IS the polilK'sation of (he I 
bureeucracy over the last decade ' 
•nd*a-half which has threatened the 
fabric of Indian bureaucracy. The 
overcentralissiiun of power in the 
Prime Minister's office, which is a . 
phenomenon which had its i>rigins 
during the regime of tndira Gandhi, 
has t^n the hane. In the days nf 
Jawaharlal Nehru, there was no cen¬ 
tralisation of power in the Prime ; 
Minister's office His aide. M.O, 
Mathai. tried to become the overlord 
of government affairs but this was 
resisted and Nehru's demncraiic i 
manner became the biggest safe- | 
guard against such aberrations It ^ 
may be argued that there is nothing 
wrong if the PM's office were to 
become the real centre of power, as i( 
has become in the les( *decede*and*e* 
half. The fact which is often over¬ 
looked is (hat the Constitution envis 
eges chet ^there shall be a council of 
ministers headed by the Prime Mims- 
(er.” lite Prime Minister is tbe head : 
of 1 council of ministers, with every 
minister having his own entity. It is 
another matter (hat today all minis¬ 
ters are not of the calibre of the 
cabinet ministers of the time of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Once Maulana 
Aaad bed telephoned Nehru, and 
Mathai, widiout consulci^ Nehru, 
told him that the Prime Minister was 
busy. The powerful cabinet minister 
had burst out in anger and pointed j 
out to Machai that when Maulana ! 
Asad telephoned Nehru, Mathai was 
no one to tit in judgment whether (be 
two should talk or nor. Today, taaa. 
only are ministers bowing befiae 
•very pillar ef the PM*i of flA bet is 
the last days of Mrs Gandhi, NMfeair- 
am. a eook who reae la ba the fvaen* 
•1 attendant, alee became a c a um a of 


power. (He was removed m thv f irst 
week of this year, after Rajiv GHndhi 
cleaned the old moss which had 
gathered around the PM's office and 
residence. I 

The verv fact that sensitive plun.i 
like the ami-niicJear sriike plan (to 
destroy the enemy's nurlear imt a I Na¬ 
tions i. cipher code, delemv plan*, 
and confidenrial dociimeiiu of rhe 
economic affairs deparimeni have 
been found missing after the spy ring j 
was busted shows the inherem falJa- ' 
cv in trusting the under-secretnru-s i 
and such junior staff with sensitive I 
documents. One wonders why Dr P, ! 
C Alexander did not lake (lie pie- ! 
caution of sinring these papers under i 
his persunai care 

The veniormoNi hnrcaucrai in The 
govern men (is rhe cahinet secreuirv. 
The creatinn of a posi nf principiil 
setTetary lo (he PM which was done 
(o accommodate Mr P N. Haksai by 
Mrs Gandhi m late 14T1, was the 
beginning of a parallel centre of 
power, bypassing the cubinet recrei- 
arv. P N Haksar was a rare bureauc¬ 
rat He did not seek extensiunv when i 
he hud retired on reaching (he age of 
superannuation on 4 .Septemhei 
l*f7l. Bui his services were revelled : 
by Mrs Gandhi and as Huksor hud 
bren succeeded by an eminoni eco¬ 
no mist, P. N. Dhur, as the seuetary 
Id Prime Mimstei. Mrs GiiiKihi cir 
ated (he posr of principal somnory 
to PM fur Haksar But Haksat ran [ 
into rough weather soun. as he Wi<s i 
unwilling tn accept the tole whiih i 
Mrs Gandhi was sliiwlv osMgnmg to 
Sanjav Gandhi. The earlv Sevendes 
hod seen tha laxt of ihe tall men in 
Delhi's power hierarchy. While Hak 
sar was not willing to defend Sunjay 
Gandhi's Mariiti adveiiiiiie. theie 
ware cabinet ministers like Mohan 
Kumaramangalam ,md D. P. Dliar 
who dtd not appreci.itu Sanjay Gnii- 
dhi phoning them on the secret Fash- 
trapati Bhavan exchange ;RAX) tele¬ 
phone, Unfortunately fur Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi and the nation, while Haksar left 
the service in disgust in early 1973, 
Kumaramangalam died in the sum¬ 
mer of (hat year. D. P. Dhar. who bad 
been shunted as the ambassador to 
Moscow, died on 12 June 197&^the 
day on which the Allahabad Hi^ 
Court set aside Mrs Gandhi's election 
and the country began drifting to¬ 
wards the Emergency, its aberrations 
aoid (he aftermarH, which was even 
more unsavoury 

Titt post of secretary ro PM. which 
was cKe precunoi to the principal 
secraury's post, wai created by Lai 
Bahadur Shastri. Lakshmi Kant Jha 
waa aptminted to this post. When Mrs 
Gandhi became the Prime Minister, 
she retained Jba for a while and later 
replaced blmwith Haksar,who was in 
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(he foreign office til) then. Heks«ir*s 
succe^iiior vras P. N. Uhar. After H<4k< 
aar quit as (he principal secretary in 
1973. there was no principal '.ecret* 
ary till Morarji Desai liecamc ihe 
Janata PM and appointed a retired 
civil servant, V. Shanker.to this poM 
Charan Singh appointed a serving 
bureaucrat, Krishnaswainy Ran 
Sahab, who continued for a while 
with Mrs Gandhi after the L980 polls, 
till he succeeded the last of the ICS 
memherv. N. K. Mookerii, as the 
cabinet secretary (M<Hikor)i had (he 
distinction of not only l^eing the lost 
IC5 10 retire from service, hut also 
serving under three Prime Ministers: 
Morarti Dcsai, Charan Singh and Mrs 
Gandhi.) Ur PC. Alexander was 
bruughi oui from retiremeiM (which 
he had snughi voluntanlv alter the 
Janata ^attie to puwci) and made the 
principal secretary in 19K1 lie was 
tu have retired soon, hut the spy 
scHndal r^H'ked his boat and lie had lo 
resign on IK Jaiuiarv UIH'> 

T he m.rnt f.illnui of ihe present 
expusv is ih.it the civilian 
hureaucracy has hevn shown in bad 
light. Just two wars ago the I an kins' 
case hud Ihhmi busied. The two l.ur 
kins brothers, both retired genetaJ 
stall officers of the armetl forces 
were found acting a.s agents of lore- 
ign [lowers. Their access to the head- 
gu^Hters of ihe artnv and the air 
force had heltKsl them to gather 
clussilied nilornuiiion. The entire 
security sysu m cd ihe deknee head¬ 
quarters had in i>e mamptul alter 
the Larkins case. Some years agn an 
entire brigade of iho armv (Misted in 
Jammu uiul kashmir had hecn 
Jtresu’il ior h.ivnig spied foi Paki>- 
' tan. Alter ihe Jcinu.ity aiiests this 
year, the re has Kvn a tendency 
among snme miliiaty top hi ass to 
create an ioipression that while dvi- 
han liuieauciats were caught spying, 
she militury was above such allcga 
tions. No section of the government 
ninchincry can he singled out for 
disrepnle when spy rings are busted 
There are parallels between rho l«ir- 
kins case and the Coomar Narain 
cose. Immediately after the arrests 
were made in the present case. Delhi 
was agog with rumours, most nf them 
wild. One lending dailv went on to 
say ckit a dozen secretaries to the 
government were being interro¬ 
gated. On a particular day. it was 
said that the defence pr<^uctian 
secretary, Mahesh Chundta barin. 
Wins being sacked liecause his person¬ 
al assistant iPAi had been arrested 
in the spying case. The fact was that 
at the time when (his prup.iganda 
about M.C. Sarm was l>ving done, he 
was attending a meeting m the de¬ 
fence ministry. Nu cffuii wa^ made 


bv (he government spokesmen to 
counter ihese rumours. Perhaps, no 
one in the government realised chat 
when pre^s reports said that 12 offic* 
«rs of (he level of secretaries were 
being suspected of being spies (wcih- 
out specifying who the 'dirty dosen** 
were), the morale in the government 
offices was affected. For over ten 
I days officers looked over each 
] other*s shoulders trying to spot a spy. 
' Covernmeni work suffered. 

There are many stories being 
planted about the extent of damage 
dune by ibe spies. In these stones 
there is an underlying effort to 
malign the civilian bureaucracy as a 
whole. While there is no doubt that 
some junior officers have been nab¬ 
bed, the effort to show the nascent 
political bureaucracy frepresemed 
liy (he parliamentary secretaries) or 
tlw military as being “clean** at the 
cost of the civilian bureaucracy can 
be dangerous Afier the assassina- 
iion of the former Prime Minister, 
ihe special security district in the 
capital has been placed under the 
charge nf a lieutenant colonel and 
two majors (as if no one among the 
.1,009*strong IPS cadre could be 
trusted any more) The civilian 
hureaucracy may be in a state of 
deterioration, but it is not an evil; ii 
IS a necessiiy in our democratic 
setup. 

i ndustrialists, to further their busi¬ 
ness interests, use bureaucrats and 
military officers alike to spy on the 
goveriunent’s affairs. The defence 
ministry is a major buyer not only in 
the domestic but also in the interna¬ 
tional market. The early Eighties 
have Nven a sudden spurt in India's 
l>urchases abroad: armaments, air- 
ciafi (both Civilian and military), 
petruleum. cement, electronic kits. 
(Miwer plant eC|uipraen( and many 
other Items. Many bureaucrats have 
come in contact with foreigners in 
the process. Frequent trips at)ri»ad 
have become a matier of routine for 
some officers. Indian industrialists 
not only keep the pohiiclans happy 
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but also (he bureaucrats and lesser 
functionaries. The old joke among 
bureaucrats is that while a secretary 
IS not a permanent person in any 
ministry, the stenographer or the 
peon is. The industrialists realise this 
and the lesser functionaries are kept 
in good humour. Liaison agents for 
the industrialists operate in Delhi in 
a big way. Fortunately in India theie 
are festivals throughout the year 
unlike the annual Christmas in the 
western world, which is an occasion 
fur giving gifts, losing money in a 
card game to an influential officer is 
the expertise of a successful liaison 
man The Diwali and Holi gifts are 
not given out of mere affection; a 
retired officer soon realises that the 
huge p«r$se uf wellwtshers who used 
fo throng his house while in service 
disappears as soon as he is out of the 
saddle. 

Industrial espionage in its infan 
cy in India Bur indusii i.ilists keep u 
close lab on the governmeiu files. In 
the pre-budget days, some business¬ 
men are knuwn to influence the 
budgetary exercise in such a way 
chat their competitors find the going 
difficult after the budgei is 
announced. The industrialist to 
whom we have referred earlier, the 
one who bribed his way through the 
foreign dignitaries’ gate at (he Teen 
Murti House after Mrs Gandhi’s 
death, is a specialist in this field. 

The bane uf this country in the past 
few years has been that the line of 
differencial ion between the friendly 
foreigner and the spy has almost 
disappeared. The wife of the Prime 
Minister being an Italian, (his par¬ 
ticular community in Delhi has of 
late Wielded power. Mrs Some Gan¬ 
dhi's sjstei IS married to a Spanish 
diplumat This gentleman was sud¬ 
denly posted by the government of 
Spain to Delhi after Rajiv Gandhi 
became active in politics in 1961. The 
family of Mrs Sonia Gandhi has been 
off and on staying as guests <if a 
Sicilian-born Italian businessman io 
Delhi, Ottavio Quartarochi, who rep¬ 
resents Snam Progetti. Even after 
Mrs Gandhi's death, the Maino fami¬ 
ly from Milan were guests of Quattor- 
ochi in Delhi. The special aircraft 
which flew over (he Himalayas scat¬ 
tering the ashes of Mrs Gandhi car¬ 
ried many Italians This is not to say 
.that fomilv ties have to be ignored. 
Bur when at the highest places fore¬ 
igners have easy access, lower func¬ 
tionaries of the government are con¬ 
fused. And when corruption is de¬ 
clared as a “world phenomenon** by 
the highest of the land, spies are 
bound (0 take advantage of this 
“global trend" and exploit this 
country. 
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COVER STORY 

The Decline and Fall 
of the Indian Bureaucrat 

It has been a long journey downhill since the days of jawoharlal Nehru 


O n 23 November 19S4, lU the 
officers of the goverrunenc 
of India received an official 
circular, saying, ‘‘Please find 
enclosed a copy of the article from 
the book entitled Menagemenr in 
Covernmnnt on the role of civil ser* 
vicOi (hen and now. by Dr P.C. Alex* 
ander, principal secretary to the 
Prime Minister.** Ironicelly, by 16*17 
January I98S, his entire office staff 
were behind bars, awaiting trial in 
the biggest spy case the country has 
ever witnessed since independence. 

Dr Alexander stresses at the begin*' 
nlng of his discourse that he was one 
of those few selected for the centre! 
pool of service on whom rules of 
tenure (i.e. fixed period of deputa¬ 
tion from the state to the centre) did 
not apply. Thus, he had (he unique 
opportunity of participating in the 

[ process of decision making at all 
evels of the civil service in Delhi, 
from undev-secretary upwards. At 
the outsetj he says he would like to 
deal with the general allegation that 
there has been serious deterioration 
in standards of quality in the pre¬ 
sent-day civil service compared with 
the civil service in the pre¬ 
independence days. But, according to 
him. this deterioration is more be¬ 
cause we have not been able to 
understand the fundamental changes 
that have taken place in the last few 
decades. 

Compaied to the older genera¬ 
tions, we ere now living in the age of 
instant communication, computers, 
shuttles end guided missiles. As a 
result, according to Dr Alexander, if 
both the old and the new generations 
make a sincere effort in understand¬ 
ing the implications and importance 
of these changes, there will be better 
understanding of each other and less 
complaints about the deterioration 
in standards or quality (in the dvil 
service). Every year no more than 
hell a dosen used to come into the 
Indian Civil Service. The examina¬ 
tion was stiff and the education very 
expensive for anyone to pursue. 
There are more than 150 recruited in 
the IAS every year, besides other 
allied services, where the entrants 
run into several hundreds in number. 
When people speak of deteriwation 
in standards, (he dimension of num¬ 
bers is generally highlighted. We 
start with the assumption that large 
numbers mean lower standards. It is 


because of higher education at low 
cost end wider opportunities to 
appear at the competitive examina¬ 
tions. coupled with the dimensions of 
, the adoiinistration in post¬ 
independence India, that larger num¬ 
ber ^ civil servants are required to 
he recruited. From simple ad min is 
(ration, during pre-independence 
days, of taw and order and the re¬ 
venue-oriented service to a period of 
I the whole range of development- 
' oriented service, it was a real giant 
leap forward Negotieiions for trade 
agreements, UNCTAD, IMF, World 
Bank, export promotion, manage¬ 
ment of public sector, family plan¬ 
ning and a variety of other tasks 
which the civil service of today has to 
discharge are quite new and highly 
complex, demanding great versatil¬ 
ity and competence on the pan of the 
officers. 

At which point of time did ihe 
deterioration in standards set in. as 
far as the civil service is concerned? 
According to Dr Alexander, this Is of 
recent origin and there are some 
distressli^ trends. Devoid of politic¬ 
al sensitivity, the civil servent be¬ 
comes a wage earner. He, (herefoie, 
observes that it will be a sad day for 
development administration in our 
coun try as well as for t he civil servi ce 
if civil servants take their tasks with¬ 
out involvement. In other words, 
“committed civil service” is the 
order of (he day rather than an 
exception. Another area identified 
by Dr Alexander is the creeping 
cynicism about the tasks one is called 
upon to do. According to Iqm, even 
some new entrants to the civil ser¬ 
vice have fallen victims to a tenden¬ 
cy to be hypocritical and cynical 
about everything. Finally, a new 
trend in civil service which has come 
up during the last three or four years 
is the tendency to dilute the respon¬ 
sibility for decision-making Even 
when there is no need to refer a file 
to another oiniscry or officer for 
comments and views, many dvil ser¬ 
vants DOW indulge in this special art 
of pushing files verrically and hori- 
soocally, or raising queries not re¬ 
levant to the subject in an attempt to 
involve others also In the exercises. 

A rt excessive tendency to keep 
every file stem or coofidential 
is yet another new trend often 
this false system of lebeUiag files 


only leads to leakage of informatiun 
which i^hould have been secret and to 
unnecessary secrecy of informatioc) 
which should have been open. With 
ihese profound words of wisdom, we 
are taking a look at what the civil 
service was yesterday and whai it has 
become today. 

There wii5 4 tune when a minister 
combined in himself poliiical nirengih 
with expertise in the portfolio he Hend 
.led. Jswaharlal Nehru as minis¬ 
ter Inr externsl affairs* literally 
(rained the hard core of our foreign 
service. Those who worked under 
him say that as and when cables end 
messages from our missions abroad 
reached his table, he used to dictate 
the replies to them and even indicate 
the level at which a reply should go. 
He was indeed a one-man training 
centre for the first generation diplo¬ 
mats. Yet, for a civilian like R.N. 
Banerjee, shen secretary general, 
ministry of external affairs, the pre¬ 
paration of the brief for the Kashmir 
debate coming up before (he United 
Nations and the nominitioQ of 
Gopalswamy lyenger (father of G. 
Penhasarathy). it became a mactti 
of such heated argument with Nehru 
that Banerjee resigned in prorest 
instead of being persuaded by 
Nehru Later events proved Banerjee 
right as it was a disaster for India pt 
the United Nations. 

* N. R. Piliai and Girija Shankar 
3ajpai laid down the rules of recruit¬ 
ment to the Indian Foreign Service 
as R. N. Banerjee didta« the chairman 
of rhe UFSClfur recruitment of offic¬ 
ers in (he IAS. Such was (he 
approach to the basic structure in 
these services without any interfer¬ 
ence from any of the political mas¬ 
ters that these standards of recruit¬ 
ment remain valid even today. Under 
such personalities as Sardar Ballav- 
bhai Patel and Govind Ballav Pant as 
home minister, the relationship with 
the civil servant was one of mutual 
trust and admiration. It is said the S. 
G. Basu MuUik, (hen district raagis- 
tmee. Lucknuw, very fond of 
playing chess and never missed a 
chance of catching someone even at 
the back ef a shop to Nave a game. As 
chief minister ef UP, Govind Ballav 
Pant knew about it ^t had no occa¬ 
sion to catch the young officer'; such 
was his trust and respect. The com¬ 
ments given by him were enough for 
Basu MulUk to rise to the rank of 
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secretary to the governinent of India 
in the ministry of commerce. 

There vere instances of a clash of 
(personalit<es as well. Bhaktevaisa* 
lam. then chief minister of Madras 
did not see eye*co eye with his home 
secretary. J. M. Lobo Prabhu. and 
transferred him as the district magis¬ 
trate to Nilgjri Hills, the smallest 
district in the state. Lnbo Prabhu 
resigned in protest. When 6. N. Suh- 
ba Rao. another brilliant ICS officer, 
started living with his sister*in>Iaw. 
leaving his wife. Prime Minister 
Nehru himself sent far him and 
asked him to resign. He did not 
accept the argument that it was a 
private matter. A civil servant was 
supposed to live an exemplary life 
before the people. Through public 
service, quite late in life, Subba Rao 
became the mayor of Kanpur. 

The first time the country was 
rucked hy a scandal was in the mid< 
Fifties when ferote Gandhi made a 
revelation in Purliament on what 
ceme to )re known as the Hsndas 
Mundru case. By deft manipulation 
of hugtis shores on huge loans from 
the Life Insurance Company of India 
fUC). nationalised only a few years 


ago. Mundra was cornering one*big 
company after the other, leading to 
jealousy among industrialists. It was 
said that at the age of 32 years, 
Mundra's personal wealth was 
around Rs 3S crores at that time. 
Even Nehru as Prime Minister could 
not withstand the alle^tions ^ cor* 
I ruption with complicity at high 
places uf the government, between 
the entire ministry of finance and 
Mundro. So. in one stroke, the fi* 
nance minister, T. T. Krish* 
nam.ichari, the governor of the Re¬ 
serve Bank of India. H. V. R. lyenger, 
! (he finance secretary. H. M. Patel 
I and the chairman of the UC resigned 
and tiHik the blame upon themselves 
After a few vears again the nation 
was shaken hv another event which 
came to he known as the pipeline 
scandal, leading to the resignation of 
the minister for petroleum. K. D. 
Malavivaiind the secretary. P. R 
Nayak. 

The people still had faith in the 
political leadership and the structure 
4if the civil service. Was it not Nehru 
who recognised the brilliance of the 
finance secretary. C. D. Deshmukh. 

I who later became governor. Reserve 


Bank of India? Nehru made him 
resign from the ICS and contest the 
general election from Bombay to 
make him his finance minister. The 
socialist pattern of the budget was 
left to such a man to frame and pilot 
in the Parliament session for quite a 
few years. 

Yet the biggest jolt to the 
bureaucracy by the political masters 
came during 196 1*62 in the wake of 
the Chinese aggression. The then 
defence minister of India. V. K. 
Krishna Menon would listen to no 
one. either from the armed forces or 
in Ms ministry. He was the most 
intelligeni among all and it was a 
one man ministry, receiving orders 
from him only. The Chinese aggres* 
Sion was a national disaster and it is 
now a part of history. Cone were the 
days of complementary roles for the 
minister and his officials This was 
the beginning of the ere of wily 
politicians end chosen bureaucrats. 
It was said that only after a severe 
reprimand by the then President of 
Indie that Nehru agreed to ask Krish¬ 
na Menon to resign. National humi- 
liation was ignored with a mere res* 
ignation of the minister. 

This was the period when the civil 
servant found out that by currying 
favour with politicians, he could not 
only avoid leaving Delhi, but come to 
prominence in important assign* 
ments in the government of India. 
For such chosen civil servants, a 
central pool was created to perpetu* 
ate their stav and influence in Delhi. 
Dr P. C. Alexander and P. K. Kaul, 
(he present finance secretary, belong 
to this group. There was nothing to 
worry about the continuity of the 
children's ednretion. change of resi¬ 
dence, etc. 

This was also the time to get rich 
quickly, by sharing the fortune with 
the politician on the rise. One morn* 
ing there was a theft at the house of 
$. K. Paril, minister end treasurer of 
the Congress party. He was out of 
Delhi when it hoppened. So, the 
police was called and V. Shankar, 
ICS> the guide end mentor of Patil 
was also informed. Before the police 
could begin an inventory of what was 
stolen from the house V. Shankar 
scolded everyone in the house and no 
police was allowed inside. The steel 
cupboards were filled with currency 
notes end in the absence of the 
minister, it was the duty of the 
eminent dvil servant to protect the 
good name of his master. 

This tendency also spread to the 
atetes, bringing in manipulations in 
general elenions. It was a world of 
give end take. The poi(*Nehru era 
saw the spread of the cancer of 
corruption without any check In all 
the important government depart* 
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ments. Tulmohan Ram. a Member of 
ParUamenr became a $ymbo). thanks 
ro his association with Lain Narayan 
Mishra. minister of foreign trade and 
idler eommerce. It was a common 
talk uf permitTa/ in Mishra*s minis* 
try. In course of a debate in Parlia* 
menti Atal Behari Vajpayee sarcasti* 
cally commented once; '*Por ourhon- 
ourable Prime Minister. Snmati Gan* 
dhi, everywhere in the government, 
it is the same: ham do, hamare do— 
mother and son (Sanjay Gapdhi^ 
Lalit Narayan (Mishral and TulroO' 
han (Ram).** 

Such was the irdlow of loose cash 
that L. N. Mishra's special assistant 
resigned his job and became a lead* 
eng film producer/discributor with 
Mughal-^At9fn- He has also produced 
ihu receni film. Rerra Su/ran. The spe- 
ciai assistant also became a leading 
hicaJ representative of mulitnatKinal 
compHnies like Mitsubishi of Japan, 
etc. The private secretary ol another 
promir^enc minister, Jagjivan Rem. a 
mere stenographer, also quit his job, 
after 15 years of service at a ripe 
young age, to become the owner of a 
guest house in Vasant Vihar. a posh 
Incality of Delhi, besides becoming 
the sole selling agent of a leading 
paper industry in the country. He 
aho became* the local representative 
of a number of East European com* 
paniee dealing in arms and aircraft. 


What more could a civil servant U>ok 
for when he was in association with 
such an eminent minister? 

There has never been a looking 
back thereafter. Either the minis* 
ter*s wile or son or brother-in law 
became the business partner with 
the secretary or additional or joint 
secretary and it all became a house¬ 
hold affair in government business. 
’Hie businessman from within the 
country or abroad had only to look 
around in Delhi as to who was whose 
contact to finalise a deal, with man 
ipulation in the tender papers, local 
or global, mark up in prke. manag¬ 
ing the negotiating committee, etc. 

Giving small tips and presents to 
the village parwari or the police 
constable for small mercies has been 
the age-uld practice in India. But the 
national examples of corruption 
made the control and supervision of 
the civil Servants down the line dis¬ 
appear. With ever •increasing recruit 
ment of candidates from all sections 
of society, the temptation tu get rich 
Quickly became the sole motive of 
many after joining the service. Being 
the districi magisiraie. the civil 
Hervantalav became the presideni of 
the local Rotary Club with the neigh¬ 
bouring rice mill owner and ihv |Mti- 
rol pump dealer as his two vice* 
presidents^ At time% of inter-state 
smuggling of rice or hoarding of 


petrol, the approach to the district 
magistrate became simple and fast, 
thanks to the Rotary spirit. 

T o cite a real life example, a 1970 
batch lAS district magistrate of 
Lucknow was given additional 
charge of the post of commissioner of 
the local municipatirv. By means of 
membership of the local club, the 
owner of a huge residential building, 
Where rhe district magistrate's office 
was also located, under notice from 
the Urban Land Ceiling Act. got a 
certificate under the hand and seal 
of the district magistrate and com* 
missioner of the municipality that it 
was a commercial establishment and. 
therefore, the Urban Land Ceilins 
Act did not apply. To the surprise ot 
the state government, the owner 
showed this order in the court and 
goi the case adjourned. Considera¬ 
tion for this official favour was said 
to be a crore of rupees to the young 
officer who took so much upon him¬ 
self. Yet. in course uf a vi^lance 
enquiry against him. he got himeelf 
posted 10 a district, on the neighbour¬ 
hood of Delhi. Here again, he man¬ 
aged a piece of land in his in-law’s 
name, about SO acres, for Rs 25 a 
square yard, though the price at that 
time was around Ps 51XI a square 
yard, took about half a crore of 
rupees as loan and started a poultry 
farm, Bv spending some money, he 
got his resignation letter from the 
IAS accepted by the state govern 
menr and has settled down in a posh 
locality in Delhi with a few chauf- 
feur-drivert cars. It is said (his officer 
is a man worth about five crores of 
rupees now and is a strong aspirant 
for the CongressiU ticket for the 
ensuing Assembly election from UP. 
Everyone in the state government 
knows about this case but poUtica) 
proximity can do wonders. 

The distinction of facing the first 
adjournment motion in 1950, soon 
after Mrs Gandhi formed heagovern* 
ment,went to the then energy minis¬ 
ter, whnse special assistant, an 
undcr-secretary in the central secre¬ 
tariat ser>’ice, was granting special 
favours by issuing coal permits co a 
piirticular group of dealers in West 
Bengal. Not only did the government 
Mgurously defend such action by a 
lunjor official but the minister was 
heard boast^ later on that the 
enriro opposition could nor do what 
this officer was doing: generating 
about R$ 20 lakhs a week for the 
cause of the party The same arrange¬ 
ment continued through the same 
official u-hen the minister shifted to 
railways. When the activities came to 
be well known, the official was sud¬ 
denly made the chairman of a public 
«ecior undertaking, without the rv* 
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The CIA’s Operations 


I n th< late SiKties. Mr Y.K. Shar- 
cna (the names mentjoned m (his 
incident are fictitious for obvious 
reusons) an Indian government offi¬ 
cial was posted in a western capital. 
During his stay there he admitted 
his son to a school in the city. The 
young boy naturally made a num 
her of friends and among them was 
an American named Harry. Many 
years later Mr Sharma rose to 
occupy an important position in a 
sensUive department In Delhi. 
Meanwhile, because of the nature 
of the work he was handling, the 
Americans started investigation 
into Mr Sharma‘s past, found oui 
abuut his posting in the western 
capital and discovered that Karrv 
had studied with his son. Next, 
Hjrry.who was then working in the 
l)S government, was asked if he 
wanted $i porting in Delhi. In Delhi, 
Harrv renewed contacts with his 
uid friend and persuaded him lo 
copy secret information from the 
files his father used to bring home 
from office and hand them over to 
him. Kcirtunaiely, this was disc<^ 


^uired approval of the Public Enter¬ 
prises Selection board (PESB), as 
indicated by the cabinet secretary 
seeking approval of the Prime Minis 
ter. It was duly approved. 

In recent years, with the crack of 
Jawn, the commissioner of police, 
Delhi, the vice-chairman, Delhi De¬ 
velopment Authority, the president 
of the New Delhi Municipal Commit' 
tee would start iostiing with all and 
sundry tn front of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's residence with some file in their 
hands to catch a glimpse of either 
‘'Madam” (as the Prime Minister was 
fondly called) or San)ay or Rajiv 
(who as a pilot did not have any clue 
to such solicitations). Many times, it 
was a fiuitless wait, but showing the 
face first thing in the morning at the 
first house of the city was important, 
and pan of the official duty. "Close 
to the house” was a phrase coined at 
this time, meaning the proximity to 
The house of the Prime Minister, 
where even the cook of the family. 
Nuthuram. was a powerful person, 
arranging darshan on split-second 
signal. Of course, such a favour was 
not for the asking and, surely, not 
without a consideration. 

After (he death of Saniay Gandhi, 
the entire arrangement of such der- 
shans and favours were more stream 
lined. Every room at 1. Akbar Road, 


vered by the IB. This is just one 
example of how the CIA operates in 
this country to ferret out infonna- 
tion. 

The kind of information the CIA 
is interested in relates more to the 
Soviet Union than to India; priaci* 
pally, details of So^t equipmeot 
in the Indian arm^ f^es. It is 
aimed at finding out abour 

Soviet arms development. It is sin* 
pier for a CIA a^nt to operate in a 
country like India than either in (be 
Soviet Union or any of the East Bloc 
countries. It is easier and often 
cheaper, to obtain informetion 
from the Indian defence ministry 
tas has been proved from the recent 
spy scandal) than it would be from 
any of ihe East Bloc countries 
where a strict tab is kept on visitors 
from the West. 

That (he West is largely in¬ 
terested in detads of the Soviet 
arms in this country has been funh- 
er corroboraied by disclosures in 
(he French publication L'Expnss. 
following the recent spy scandal 
involving Alain Bolley, who has 


later at house number ZA. Motilal 
Nehru Marg in Delhi had an expert 
Whether a secretary to the govern¬ 
ment. the cabinet secretary, chair* 
men of some public undertakings or 
banks, trooped in with all kinds of 
paptts. secret or not secret, for ur¬ 
gent discussions and directions, they 
were dealt with promptly. The air 
was full of awe and expectation, for 
getting the attention of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. who pondered over the fate of 
xhe notion, through such "informal” 
consultations and till then undecided 
about joimitg politics. No one in the 
civil service ever dared to ask, even 
in a remote roundabout way. to 
whom they were showing such pap¬ 
ers and having such discussions, and 
whether such disclosures amounted 
to anything under the Offidal Sec¬ 
rets Act. 

* About a fortnight before the Re* 
public Day parade in 1961, it sudden¬ 
ly occurred to the intelligence 
bureau and other similar agencies 
that as (he Presldenl was going (o 

take the salute and the entire 40 v* 
eminent of India right from (be 
Prime Minister to the mid*level offi¬ 
cials would sit and watch the parade, 
if a rolling tank was suddnJv taken 
round, it would be death for all there. 
Neither human hands nor riDe bul¬ 
lets could stop such a rank, No one 
would be able to run to Hfety since 


oeen accused of spying for the CIA. 
According to L'Express. French 
agents had a meeting witha^ndian 
engineer in a Paris hotel and 
negotiated the purchase from him 
of exclusive dxuments relating to 
the latest supplies of Soviet milit¬ 
ary eQuipment to India. In the Lar¬ 
kins* case what the Americans 
wanted to know related to electro¬ 
nic. avionics and other fittings In¬ 
side the MiG-2S and specialised 
^uipmenf in T-72 tanks. Again, the 
information that both J.S. Gill and 
Lt Col Singh were passing on to the 
CIA from the defence library re¬ 
lated to Soviet equipment. 

It has been claimed that after 
Pakistan's crackdown on East 
Pakistan (now Banfdadesh) three 
crucial Indian decisions: to inter¬ 
vene militarily, to sign a treaty with 
USSR and to declare < ceate-fire 
became known to the CiA before 
they were made public or even 
implemented. Henry Kissinger, in 
fact, said that a member of Mrs 
Gandhi’s cabinet had revealed that 
there could be a possible attack by 
India on Pakistan in 1971. But how 
much of this is true? 
faenrrax Bamrho, Mew 0eM 


at the back of the place wa$ a stretch 
of water. The chiti of RAW, accom¬ 
panied by the director of the TB and 
the director of Military Intelligence 
discussed the contingency plan, not 
among themselves but with someone, 
who is now an important parliamen¬ 
tary secretary, then an executive of a 
private company, standing on Ra 
jpath at aboOt eleven o'clock. 

Dr Alexander in his recent dis¬ 
course did not find much of a de¬ 
terioration in standards, except 
understanding the nature of the 
problems facing the civil service in 
Its proper perspective He glossed 
over the painful distortions in the 
service under his very nose during 
his entire stay os the principal secret¬ 
ary to the I^ime Minister. If there 
have been distressing trends among 
the civil servants, he has not been 
able to identify them in his otherwise 
excellent essav on the subject. 
However, be concluded with a uiide 
remark, which seems to have more 
lueaniag than one: A foreign diplo¬ 
mat, who was a great friend of India 
once told him that in this country, 
there were three categories of files, 
"secret,” "top secret” and "open 
secret.” 

How true since we have discusoed 
only the open secrets In the govern¬ 
ment today. 
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Admirable Bureaucrats 


T here are few heroes among 
bureaucrats in the pantheon of 
the Indian civil servants. Ask a civil 
servant today who the men he 
admires are and it will be a long 
time before he comes up with a 
name. Many ICS officers of the 

C asti (he “chosen people** trained 
y the British to be the “guardians'* 
of society are often thought to have 
been good administrators and good 
men, but only in parts. The same is 
true of the civil servants of the 
Indian Administrative Services 
<IA$) who, perhaps, had and have a 
more difficult task because the In* 
dian political masters of the mid< 
609 began to impose themselves 
upon the bureaucracy The laitet' 
day bureaucrats, considered to be 
no less in terms of ability, although, 
perhaps, occasionally in intellec* 
tual prowess, might appear to be 
lesser men. Bui that is only because 
the times have changed. Decay has 
set in the body politic and with the 
decline in public morality, the de 
dine in the standard of the 
bureaucracy has come about. De 
dine, but not fall, insist rh« 
bureaucrats. 

Civil servants cited most often 
are Sir Girija Shankar Bajpai, Indi* 
a’s first secretary general. Sir N.R. 
Pillai, H.V.R. Iyengar, V.P. Menon, 
Bhagvan Sahay. K.M. Patel, Dhar* 
am Vira, R.C. Dutt, N M. Buch, R.P. 
Narona, B.K. Nehru. L.K. Jha, K.8. 
Lai] and others from the golden age 
of bureaucracy. Some of them be¬ 
came larger*than*iife figures in the 
post'ijidepcndence period. The 
qualities for which their successors 
^mire them the most are decisive¬ 
ness, integrity end that now rare 
ability to talk back to the masters; 
political or bureaucratic. It was a 
quality which required independ¬ 
ence of mind and a certain tough¬ 
ness. It has now eroded over the 
years, especially after the 
Emergency. The Emergency is con¬ 
sidered a cut>Qff point for the inde¬ 
pendence of the bureaucracy. 

Among the civil servants admired 
from more recent times although 
not without qualifying reservations 
are Mahesh Buch from the Madhya 
Pradesh cadre and P.5. Appu, the 
former director of the Lai Bahadur 
Shaatri Academy of Administration 
in Mussorie. The former is admired 
for hts brilliance and his uncoRven* 
tionai manner: he did not believe in 
the PA syetem, leaving his doon 
wide open, the Jaiter for having 


resigned from the service over a 
matter of principle. 

The man who is idolised, and 
perhaps the onlv one to whom the 
formidable P.N. Hakaar “pays hom¬ 
age** is Sir Cirija Shankar Bijpai 
whom Jawaherlal Nehru chose as 
secretary general in the ministry of 
external affairs. A graduate in sci¬ 
ence frun the university of Allaha¬ 
bad, Mr Bajpai later read history at 
Oxford. He sat for the ICS examina¬ 
tion in England and was later to 
become the. service's youngest 
secretary. He was. as were many in 
those days, a man of many parts. 
His son. Mr Ll.S. Bajpai, formerly of 
the Indian Foreign ^rvire, de 
scribes him; **A keen collector of 
carpets, voracious reader, he re¬ 
ligiously read Gibbon, was a master 
of the English language and was 
extremely fond of good clothes. In 
fan, when he became secretary- 
general. Panditji (Jawaharlal 
Nehru) luok him to his tailor in 
Londi»n lu get his chenveni made.** 

The Hdvke Sir GiriJa gave his von 
OR how to be a good vivil servant 
stood him in good stead. “When my 
father was secret ary-general and 1 
was a young under-secretary,** re¬ 
members Mr U.S. Bajpai, “he told 
me. 'The only advice I can give you 
1 $ do not sit on papers. Take deci¬ 
sions one way or the other and be 
prepared to take the rap if it goes 
wrong Nothing is worse than post¬ 
poning decisions. Time might even¬ 
tually resolve the probleoi but you 
will not be doing your job.' The 
other bit of advice he gave me is; 
'Ck» not write reams and reams on 
files Be precise and get strai^t to 
the point.’** 

Nor. as what soon became the 
norm, did Sir Oirija stand outside 
(he PM's door and wait. Recalled 
Mr U.S Bajpai, “Mr M.O. Mathai. 
Panditji's private secretary started 
writing OR the papers my father 
used to send to the Prime Minister. 
My father told the PM, that he 
would rather leave. Mi Mathai stop¬ 
ped writing on my father's papers. 
Nor did he go through Mathai or 
stand and wait outside the PM's 
door— as did many people.” 

The decline in the bureaucracy was 
really set in motion in the posi- 
Emergency phase when civil ser¬ 
vants came to be divided into **our 
men” (meaning loyal to the party in 
power) and “their men** (iqeaning 
(hose io (he oppoaitioD). In 1977, 
the Janata gov^nment carried oui 


its cleaning-up exercise. In 1960 
when the Congress(l) came to pow¬ 
er, Its broom moved briskly, in fact 
in 1961. 46 of the S2 secretaries of 
the government were changed. 
Purges became the order of the 
day. The late Seventies saw the 
unhappy phenomenon of bureauc¬ 
rats hitching themselves to politi¬ 
cians to MLAs in the states and 
MPs at tha centre. Since merit was 
fast becoming an old-fashioned vir- 
tu^^urrying favour with those at 
(he top or tlMMe who knew people at 
the top became the almost full-time 
activity of many bureaucrats. 
Appointments and transfen be¬ 
came important levers for the 
politicians. The ambitious bureauc¬ 
rats in the middle and lower rungs 
soon learned to play the game. Says 
a young bureaucrat; “We no longer 
have tha confidence that we will go 
up the ladder on our own ability. 
Many of us do not concentrate upon 
our work but on contacts, on getting 
to know so and so. Work gets neg¬ 
lected." 

What IS more serious is (he sense 
of insecurity prevalent amongst the 
bureaucrats. “In the days of the rej 
the babu knew that he would end 
up with the title of a Rai Bahadur or 
at least a house. Today we cannot 
survive. There is nothiiiK to look 
forward to. Nur are we martyrs, or 
Gandhians in days when there are 
no Gandhis around." Another 
bureaucrat is more direct; “The 
lAS man today can't afford his daily 
glass of whisky. The ICS could 
afford his Scotch. Frankly, 1 would 
say that the biggest snare for the 
bureaucracy is drink " 

So, with neither security, nor in¬ 
centive. nor p ^ise for gutAj work- 
in addition to being in a son of 
straight-jacket which does not 
allow him to question (he boss—the 
bureaucrat does feel increasingly 
frustrated. To say that (he civil 
servant of today is worse than bis 
predecessor is unfair and simplis- 
CK. With changing times, the pre¬ 
sent-day bureaucrat has more chal¬ 
lenging tasks. He has come closer to 
the people, than - in the time 
of the British. B jt with the task of 
nation-building and development, 
his job has beer enlarged. With 
development has also come more 
money to “deal with,” hence the 
opportunity lor making more 
money. 
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Ramakrishna_ 

Sarada Mis sion _ 

Matri Bhayan —Hospital 

I An Appeal for Funds 

u R;ini;ikrishnn Santda Mission Matri Bhavan is a 
chariuiblc iiuncniity hospital run under the auspices of the 
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission. Dakshineswar, Calcutta 7(KK)76. 
a religious body registered in 1960 under the Act 1860. 

LJ Started in 19.^0 with only 10 beds, this hospital has been 
griming steadily. At present, there are 64 beds. 32 of which are 
free, an operation theatre, a labour room, a clinical laboratory, 
outdoor clinics and special baby clinics. Medicines are supplied 
free to needy patients and children. 

: I The cost of diet, medicines and other services have been 
rising constantly. Today it costs Rs. 1(),(XK) per year to maintain 
one free k'd. 1 he Matri Bhavan has been running on a deficit 
budget for sometime. Apart from this, the institution has taken 
up the I’lHir Children Welfare Scheme since 1967, in which 
high-protein bread is supplied daily to 200 children from very 
low income areas, as well as S6 expectant mothers. 

u To render better services to the public, the hospital 
needs to be extended. The ci^st of the numerous important 
constructions, including buying a plot of land near the hospital 
and maintenance of the wards is abi>ut Rs 12 lakhs. 

u We therefore, humbly request the generous public to 
come forward and help a noble cause. 

n All donations are exempt from Income Tax under Sec 
HOG of the Income Tax Act 1961. 

□ Cheques may be drawn in favour of Ramakrishna Sarada 
.Mission Matri Bhavan and be sent to the Secretary. 

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Matri Bhavan. 

7A. .Srec Mohan Lane.Calcutta 700 026. 

Pravr^jUta Muktiprana 
General Secretary 
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission 
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iny a bureaucrat's omissions 
during servicetime are com¬ 
pensated by commissions alter re¬ 
tirement. Inferred payments are 
not unknown in the world of liaison 
agents, who dominate the corridors 
of power in Delhi. In the past few 
years, India's purchases abroad 
have steeply increased. The import 
ance of the liaison agency business 
has gone up correspondingly. The 
liaison agent is not a legal entity. 
Any Indian individual or foreign 
organisation dealing with its fore* 
ign counterpart requires full disclo¬ 
sure of information to the Reserve 
Bank of India, under Foreign Ex¬ 
change Regulation Act fPERA). 
Postfacto approval is banned. But 
the foreign firms maintain "refer¬ 
ence offices." which can't have 
monetary transactions in India. The 
monetary deals are mostly done 
abroad, nearer home in Nepal, Hon¬ 
gkong or Dubai, It is* not possible 
for most foreign firms to maintain a 
regular office in India. They prefer 
to operate through Indian business¬ 
men who have the right connec¬ 
tions and in lieu ot these services, 
rho liaison agent gets money from 
his principals abroad. In many 
coses, especially in defence deals, 
the government pays agency com¬ 
mission to the Indian agents. They 
are cheque payments, made in Indi 
an rupees. The principal, if he so 
desires, can give extra commission 
to the liaison agent, but the govern¬ 
ment on its own. while making 
payments for purchases abroad, 
makes cheque payments to rhe rec 
ognised agents. The paymenis 
made in Indian currency in fact 
save that much of foreign exchdiigc 
component in the deal. 

Liaison agents have come uridc-r a 
cluud following the arrest uf the 
Delhi regional manager of the SLM- 
Manekldl group, Coomar Naruin. 
Two years ago. when the Larkins* 
case was exposed, another 
businessman working as a liaison 
agent. Jaspal Singh Gill, was 
arrested. A few years earlier, when 
the Thai VaUhet deal wus exposed 
in Parliament, the liaison agents for 
the American firm, C.F. Braun 
{which had been recoounendvd tor 
the grant of the fertiliser plant 
contract by two highpuweced tech¬ 
nical committees but bypassed on 
political considerations; Italy's 
Snaffl Progetti bagged the ordeti 
were also accused of "spying.'* In 
that cgie. a former sheriff of Bom¬ 
bay. Narendra Kapadia, and his 


TV laiUley 


nephvw Nanak Shvih ithe son of 
retired ICS officer. G L Sheth. for* 
mer defeitve produi tuni vnieiarvc 
were* arrested because a mvmliei ol 
Varliameni. K.P, Unnikrislinan. 
h;id managcnl lu get h<4d of the 
secret files in prove the fallacy in 
the govvrnmenrs decision. (In the 
Thai VaisJiei case, though respect- 
ublt* people were arrwied and pa- 
r.ided un s|>ii-s. till now the CBI ha-* 
not bee-II able to book anyone The 
case has not madv much headway, 
though It made big headlirses in 
1981.1 

Who are the liaivKi agents? Many 
retired government nlficeis enter 
thiy trade. In some sons of 

influential politicians and bureauc¬ 
rats take up ihis trade because uf 
their coiuoct.v Military officers find 
this trade lutraiix*v attei reliie 
mem It anv patiicular st^cimn of 
I he government idficcrn enters this 
liuMnes.s afrei reiiit-mcm. it is the 
retired services officers. 01 these, 
the officers who have served in ihe 
procurement or inspection bi mii- 
ches uf the armed forces are the 
ones whi» soon after retnement 
start peddling the wares which they 
w-ere eilhei buviiig m inspecting 
while III service. It is j vicious 
circk. the retired oifleer can easily 
inviike the old respect he comm an- 
Oed from his subordinates and has e 
his svjy while the deal is negoli 
ated. For the serving officer, the 
lure of a similar ;ob after retire¬ 
ment IS attractive enough lor hiiA lu 
cooperate with his predevessor. the 
present liaison agent. If an enquiry 


IS held <in the numbt-r uf retired 
services officers involved lu the 
liaisun business, then tlu- results 
would N' rvveulinc 

There n, no particuUn Jifcstvlc 
that the liaisun agents lead. They 
are c'vuriesaii$ in j busniessmuirs 
garb. They enieitaiii, ihi-v hiihe 
and have their way in ihr uoverri 
meni ntfices. *lhe luusuji iigeni can 
be an excellent cover f<»r espumage 
lings. Suppose a liaison mcin is 
selling a panicular type ril arma- 
mem. then while he makes enquiry 
about classified mjiieis from uffic* 
c'is in ihe clubs and even in the 
offices. ji looks innocenl enough— 
It IS rarely suspected thai the query 
has como from ,1 foreign lui,id. 

Liaison agents not ouK eiiiertain 
in India, hul when ufficial Jelcgu- 
tionsgu .ihnnid, Ihco ih«- principals 
take can- of the officers who are 
spnt Mill on meagre allowances. The 
average Indian officet’s conception 
of corruption is not big monev. 
Good food, liquor and help in mak¬ 
ing purchases ahroari are enough 
gestures fur most of them lo teel 
indebted. The liaison ageni's main 
inend is the poliucian—apart from 
eiitectainment. the politician looks 
fur jxihticaJ fimt'* lnier«Ntmg)v, 
during the recent i.ok Sabha elec¬ 
tions. Indian businessmen upeiai- 
ing at home weic nut asked for 
luiids by the ruling party The elec¬ 
tion expenses did not go down One 
wunders from where the political 
funds came from, 

Slmbhabfatt Rfiaftaeharya 


COVER STORY 









COVER STORY 


The Bureaucracy Has Been Degraded’ 

F.N. Haksarfelis Madhu Jain 


Woutd .you .s<iv rherf 
w dfvlinf in th^/ simid^ird^ 
ofoure;ntirt*iy twd hurvd^^cr4t^? 

A: There hcis h^n a lut of louse 
aboul the decline and fall of the 
bureaucracy. Thvie is even an 
av»umplion ihat one can dispense 
with the bureaucracy. But I would 
SUV iher hs foii^ as you have a stare 
with a capiiul S—whatever kind of 
stale it is—lu slate Ixirn not oi tui- 
mull, u Hiaie lH>rr fi»m a revolu 
tiun.,..) II cannot ruiiciioii in u vac* 
uum. It has m arm itself The civil 
service, army, police force, reni col* 
lectors etc.—all these tile arms of the 
statev Tliete cannor he as such a 
decline and fall of the arms Inir nf the 
iKifJy politic Itself. Biireaiicracv is a 
system, it is pari ol iKe poiiticul 
uJminisiiaiion of a iiiven suie ui 
lime. If theie has lieen a decline and 
fail of the bureaucracy, then there 
hus been a decline anti fall of politic* 
«il itariies. the judicial system. mapi«* 
iiucv. the Iv^al system eic. All these 
are inier connecied. 

Q: Wv live dll to Ntimv ., 

At If there was somerhinji wrunit 
with mv arm. the diKtor would nut 
amputate it ..he would see the body 
as a whole, would he not? The trou¬ 
ble with us in India is thai we see one 
little thing and come to a false enn* 
clumon. 

Q: >Vs. hut nH si-stem* th a/ipear 
r<) be j onning down, whcttjvr it in Ibe 
hurenucra i y or the jtolux- 1 orcL* or... I.s 
somi'r/irri/i; ivrroij.* «v/r/> r/ie hasrc 
.srrucTure.’ 

A; Things are pietu bad d we start 
diagnusing , Take llhe case of] Cud 
He. acvoidirig lo all religions (what* 
ever its ccncupl of Cod mu'^t have 
beeni. created the earth, the iTh>on. 
the stars etc.— even in Hindu 
mvthoJogy. Now if Cm! created them 
he could us easily say that they could 
move according to my whims, but. he 
felt that this would lead to chaos. 
They were, therefure, subject to reg« 
ulations God did not after all make 
the sun tuin around the earth. 
Bureaucra^'y is a system which is 
subject tu rules and regulations. 
Appointmems should not be whim 
sical. Who makes them? The political 
side uf the bystem makes them. And 
if ihe whole svstem is outside rules 
and regulations, we are bound tu 
have a decline and fall. 

Q: /ii mvrah'ty os we//.^ 

A: There is this question of public 
morality. We take it for gi anted chat 


we are all patriotic But there were 
Mir Jafar and Jagat Seth who bet* 
tayed rheir countrymen fur the East 
India Company. Today vre do not 
have one Mir Jafar but a spy rinj; 
with a lot of people...An antidote to 
This iy patrimism. 

41 . Whjt obouf ywir own expen* 
vnvf as a bureeutTar^ 

A I came lu bureaucracy from the 
legal pn)fes»ion ..I wuuld say that 
there is too much political interfer* 
ence id many areas—especially this 
disease of transfers and postings. My 
father was in the government scr* 
vice, there was no system of people 
getting transferred so often. Now this 
has become the normt MLAs are 
even given quotas for transfers; 
bureaucrats have to pay for these 
transfers. Therefore, some of them 
liecume corrupt. 

V* Old tw iho Srins/i by keep/ng 
the* bunfMULTJts segregated from the 
rest Ilf soeferv. by making them an 
vhte of sofii. prevent their being 
corrupted? 

A: If you were in the Indian Civil 
Service, it was considered a worth* 
while, respected profes&lon. The Brit* 
ish were ruthless in observing the 
rule of meritocracy. But. they looked 
at all Indians as bloody blackies and 
they wanted (he best the blackies. 
Today we have parochial considera¬ 
tions^ what her you arc from the 
north, south, etc. The Indianness 
breaks down under parochialism. 
This used to be the case at the state 
level, now ii is at the central level es 
well. 

Q: Would you say that there was a 
golden age of (he bureaucracy in the 
past? 

At Golden past it was not. The ICS 
was part of the system. We borrowed 
the systems and did no( create either 
the perliameniary or bureaucratic 
systems. We might have borrowed 
the steel frame of the ICS but we did 
not borrow the framework within 
which it operated. We shifted it to a 
society with a semi*feudal outlook. 

5ur .some of the maharajas did 
have a system of admioistration 
which worked well, an oriental sys¬ 
tem so ro speak? 

A: They had a system of personal 
loyalty. Can you run the whole of 
India on this? Not all the maharajas 
had shining examples of good admi* 
nisiration. There were aome excep* 
tions though. 


Q: Oo you think that the PM^s 
office has become too big and has 
completely overshadowed the 
cabinet secrertnar? 

At Nowhere in the world today can 
Presidents or Prime Ministers do 
without a group of people to do their 
staff work. Thera are so many econo* 
mic, Kientific. technical, financial 
areas; Prime Ministers and Presi* 
dents do nor have knowledge on all 
these aspects. Nehru had a staff, he 
also had Sir Girija Shankar who was 
the first secretary general... 

Q: Any ideal bureaucrats.^ 

At I pay homage to una bureaucrat 
I have met in my hte, Sir Girija 
Shankar Bajpai. The rest are ok He 
was a man of outstanding ability. He 
followed the morality of a civil ser* 
vani to parfecrion. 

Q: How would you describe this 
morality? 

A: Whoever your master may be 
for the time being, you should carry 
out policies with the utmost integri* 
ty—provided there is a policy and 
not tender your advice divorced from 
the real facts of the case. Nor should 
you look to what the boss might or 
might not like. One should disregard 
his whims. 

Q: SAouid Dr Aiextnder’is resigna¬ 
tion have been accepred? There are 
some murmurs o/disconrenr amongst 
some sections of the bureaucracy. 

A’ Dr Alexander's resignation was 
normal and natural. If I were princip* 
al secretary and had three personal 
secretaries who were implicated 
(mine were great men, much greater 
than I could ever be) I would have 
resigned, the responsibiliry would 
have been mine... when that terrible 
thing cook place, when Mrs Gandhi 
was assaadoated the IB chap was 
removed, so was the police commis¬ 
sioner. Kao submitted his resignetioQ 
and it was accepted. There should be 
accountability, one cannot just say 
that the Little fellow did it. 

Q: To teturn to the subjecr of 
corruption, whaUs really the maJaxse 
of our sociefy? 

A: The corrupdoii Is In our soul. 
We are often corrupted by our own 
cytiidsin. Cynicism is the most corro* 
five, corrupting thing. We live for the 
day, shrug our shoulders and say it is 
bound to be like that. Thare is no 
goodness, do kindness. Cyaidsm is 
an iaevicable product m society 
when it has no purpose, do shared 
vision. If a aod^ has no shared 
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vision of its own future, it is fertile 
ground for cynicism or whet 1 call 
philistinism. 

Q: Was it not thare earliar? 

A: Before independence each man 
and child, even the poor and the 
wretched, shared a vision of free 
dom. When freedom came, there was 
this dream to build santething. The 
ideals gradually eroded. We talk ab¬ 
out secularism, we are cocnmunalists 
at heart. We talk about egalitarian¬ 
ism and build rampant inequality- 
...Everyday we violate the fine things 
in our Constitution • like equality, 
secularism...Look at Bhiwandi. Mora- 
dabad etc. First we had Hindu 
Muslim riots, now we have Hindu* 
Sikh riots, then there is the conflict 
in Assam ...people say it is all re^ona* 
liaffl...What is the scheme for diversi* 
ty as well as unity? 

Q: Would you be able fo offer any 
S^ntions? h there any? 

K: The solution is a common recog* 
nitiOR of the problem. I deeply be¬ 
lieve there is a solution...but there 
can be no prescription without a 
correct diagnosis. 

Q: How does ont beiln? 

A: You can't have a coopJete 
swebp, the past is there and it has to 


be understood.. We deal m myths 
today. We have a Hindu hisiurv. a 
Muslim history and now e Sikh his 
tory and now that the great Telugu 
De^m IS going to become Bherei 
Desam—their history with the Vi- 
jaynagar empire... then there is the 
whole mythology of hi''<r<)ry of the 
Justice vany. DK. DMK. AlADMK. 

Q: H*har ahour rfre neaus herM-eeri 
the bureaucrat and the businessman 
whkh exists today? Should rhe twn 
not be isolated? 

A: You cannot Ihe with a chastity 
belt—it will not work if you feel 
unsafe from within. The business 
world is a part of the world. If the 
people in the business world feel that 
they are the financiers of the politic¬ 
al process, it should be done openly, 
os it is in the US. I believe in an open 
system. Companies do make dona¬ 
tions here but it is illegal and under 
the table. Why should it be driven 
underground? In the US there aie 
these dinners to raise funds —200 
dollars a plate Of’ something, but then 
there are ^oper checks—lei there 
he public scrutiny. 

Q: Whet about the aeif imafte of a 
burpeuerei ? 

At When 1 defended the hureuuc* 


I at. 1 wanted to ptiiiii uut thul lh« 
bureaucrat does not live in isolation, 
he lives rn u real world unj works 
undei |mlitlc^a 1 l^ During the lime uf 
the Bj Irish, ii wav imdei imperialism. 
Now the surveillance is bv MPs and 
MLAs...in the changing wq^ld of busi¬ 
ness. commeKc. tr.'de. iniernaiiunal 
trade (me should know that tempta- 
lions cvisi m such an environmeni. 
Mmol St and aids, suiidardsol public 
morolitv should Ik- set iit iho highest 
level, I! has to trickle down—not the 
other way round ~Jahe rajo. waise 
Public life has been degraded 
.snd along with it the bureaucracy. 

V.' ftvltfiii/p kuepf> netting mixed up 
ivrifi /xditK’k. otreri to achieve po/iric- 
iti ends ., 

A’ Religion is a good thing, a 
sacrotl matter but it is between hu¬ 
man beings and ihvir creators—ii is a 
piivarv* and pei M»na) tnaiier...ReU* 
Cton is also the last refuge of political 
scoundrels. 

Q' Are you (^piimiVtfc about our 
future? 

A: I am always op(imistic..We still 
have in the age group of 40 to SO very 
dedicated, fine human beings in our 
services who cannot be corrupted. 


V at N«MUT 'tm 


25 





Put your conference on its feet 
without running around in circles 


Hand il over to the 
rofesfionals Air-India’s 
ongrvsaee and Conventtona team 
will set the stage and see it 
successfully through. 

They 11 offer you all their 
experience in convention planning 
— absolutely free! They'll work 
with you right from inception 
by helping you bid for India as the 
conference venue. Proniotjngyour 
conference abroad. Liaising with 
your delegates. Assisting in 

K aring their kits. Arranging 
I bookings And transporting 
them to Delhi or any other city in 
India, On a wide rann of low. low 
group and individual fares. 

What's more, they'll even 
provide freighter services at 
special rates. In case you need 
to fly in special equipment for 
the conference. 

Of course, they're backed by 
Air*lndia's worldwide network of 
14S offices. And by Delhi's superb 
conference venues Like the 
Talkatora Stadium or the Indoor 
Sports Complex. Ideal for large 
conventions ranging from 3(00 to 
25000. Or, the 9 new hotels in 
Delhi, most of which offer 


excellent conference faciliHes. 

Or even the ultra-modern 
Shere-e-Kashmir Confidence 
Centre at Srinagar, Which offers 
you a choice between two large 
and two small conference rooms as 
well as a 600 seat auditorium with 
simultaneous translation facilities 
in five languam and film 

a ection facilities for both 16 mm 
35 mm. Plus four ccenmittee 
rooms, exclusive documentation 
and communicatior> equipment, 
banquet space fur 500 persons, 
an exhibition gallery and a press 
room. AD attadwd to the superb 
5-staf Centaur Lake View Hotel 
nght next to Dal Lake. 

Naturally, with such services, 
it's no surptlM that Air-lndia has 
been dosdy involved with the 
12lh Intenutional Leprosy 
Congress, the World Mining 
Congress, the 59th Intematiorxal 
Convention of World Association 
of Detectives Conference and 
many more. 

When you're planning your 
rxexi conference, g!rt in toum with 
us at the following address. So as 
your conference takes off you'D 
still have both feet on the gn»ii>d. 


Ai/'Ir^ia 

Coxwesses it Conventions 
6th Floor, Vartdana, tl, Tolstoy Marg. 
New Delhi 110 001 Tel' 344225 
Cable: AUt-INDlA 



Yoa hoik it. Well organise it. 



Neamtfonaf Con0r«ss I 
ipc O o weraon M i sfl s tiiii n 
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The Russians are Here 


How the KGB operates in India 


I ndia it believed *(0 have ane of 
the lerfesi cocicencration tk KGK 
men rn South Atia. The l(6B. the 
euccetior ^ *ol Scehn*i dreaded 
Cheke. carriet tfuc hn important 
rao^e of secret operations in this 
country throOfh its first chief 
directorate (the foreign direct orate). 
In Alia, India has b^ome the key 
tarsat of tha KGB. not so much 
because it wants'to engineer the 
ovenhrow of the fovemment but 

S rinianly to ensure that ii does not 
vinf away from the USSR in policy 
matters and remains a **fri^dly** 
nation. Of course, in addition to this 
the KGB continues its efforts to cap< 
ture enemy secrets and to infiltrate 
opposition intcUiiance atonciei.(In* 
dia provides a seat 10 monitor tbe 
activities of thp CIA in South Asia). 

In addftloa. the KGB has come to 
perfonn a number of other, mere 
explicitly political functions; Mos* 
cow has broadened its efforts to win 
friends and influence people. In this 
it adopts a number of measuras: 
military and economic aid program' 
mas. official propaganda and the 
crane of scholarships for study in the 
USSR. 

However, there is another level of 
operation: KGB agents tvork quietly 
through leftist politicians and stu* 
dents. And it it Sere that the KGB 
has an advantage in India: the pre* 
sence of communist parties in this 
country. In the party member the 


KGB man often finds a kindred spir* 
it. ready to help in funhering ideoltv 
gical goals. Such a person may. with* 
out realising it. be helping the KGB 
man io gathering information and 
may still regard himself to be as 
patriotic as any other cititen. It is 
only his ideological commitment to 
comounism which may make him a 
willing tool in the hands of the Soviet 
agent. Besides, finances from the 
USSR, through various con¬ 

cerns engag^ in exporting gt^s 
like tobacco and conon, makes the 
party a willing ally. 

KGB agents too believe in whet ii 
regarded as "persuasive conver* 
sion." Apart from normaJ diplomatic 
contacts, KGB agenis develop infer 
mal relationships with local people 
they consider importiat and occa- 
sienally take the opportunity to "re* 
mind" them about the "military 
minded Americans" and the "profit 
seeking capitalists." And it is usually 
from such informal contacts that 
opportunities come to cultivate ihem 
more seriously either as spies or as 
agents who would "help" the KGB 
whenever required. These people 
can range from the publisher who 
would happily accept ^ner embassy 
advertisements to keep his publica¬ 
tion going to a "liaison" man who 
would willingly work on a monihly 
salary as an intennidiary in negoiiat* 
ing contracts or simply as a conduit 
for passing on important informa¬ 


tion. Friends can alsu be cultivated 
by contributing to the election funds 
of an MLA or by greasing the palms 
of a senior governmeni official who 
gets his "cut" out of a trade daal with 
the USSR 

However, the KGB is known to 
adopt blackmail as a method to 
gather information in case its coman 
refuses to be pliable. For instance, 
Harry Rositzke. the CIA Kiarion chief 
in Delhi from 19S7 62, ip bit b<K>k. 
KCB: The Eyes of Rtisste. deuceihvs 
the incident of an Indian embassy 
employee in Moicuvr. who wax photo¬ 
graphed in a drunken orgy and black¬ 
mailed into spying for them on his 
return to India. He was, however, 
discovered by the tR 

T he KGB has been helped in its 
operations in India by the rupee 
trade arrangement, while the CIA 
took advantage of the FL-4110 funds 
which were available rn lieu of the 
wheat imporis from the USA in the 
last decade. Kice and tobacco ex* 
ports from India were hentfled by 
rame select firms, run 'by fitrmer 
communists. Chinar F.xporis, ih<* 
largest export huuw in India, is own¬ 
ed by a group of former CPI cardhol¬ 
ders. The editor of a leftist newspap¬ 
er from Delhi (which has of late l^cii 
known for its pru-gov'erntnent line) 
along with an opposition persunaliry, 
who was active in the World Pc^ce 
Council activities, too o$)eraiL'd on 
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th€ (rade-cum-espionoj^e frr»nt. The 
progressive credemiels of these 
operators made it difficuJt For the IB 
10 catch the m. The CniiAre <si 11 in t he 
last few years hit at the rm»t of this : 
source of Russian Futidina when rice 
and tobacco experts were routed 
through trusted businessmen of the 
ruling party rathe*' than the tradi 
lional CPI-sympachising business* 
men* How important thesif tunds 
were for the CPI can he gauged from 
the fact that while Moscow has Iteen 
admiring the Cungressili over the 
Jest few yem, the CPI has been 
vociferously in the opposition camp. 
While pro Moseuw iournalisis have 
been singing halleiujahs for Indira 
(landhi and Raiiv Gandhi, the CPI 
has not been appieciating this line. 
Moscow’s supi*ort to the Congress<li 
became apparent in October 19B3. 
when the preseiu Indian ambassador 
to the USSR, Prof. S. Nurul Hassan, 
presented his credentials. That day 
Pravdu wrote an msideeditonal 
praising the Congressih.i Krontpage 
editorials are a matter of Pravda 
routine, inside-odi^s arc exceptions, 
meant to highlighi an issue.i tn that 
editorial praised Mrs Gandhi 

not only Fur her mieinaiiiuiel stance, 
hut also (or her domestic policies. 
Despite this the CPI remaineii in the 
Opposition unity talks. 

The Soviei Fundme pauern was 
simple: the leading firniswhiih dealt 
with (he USSR trade counsellor's 
office were supposed to contribute to 
(he funds oF the political parties 
(apart from the CHI, others too re* 
ceived such funds: many leading 
Congressmen and even some social* 
ists were funded) liked by the KGB. 
At one stage the jewellery sbop in a 
leading five star notel on Sardar 
Patel Marg in Delhi became the 
centre of KGB*tradiDg. Some Russian 
diplomats were seen regularly visit* 
ing this shop, apparently to buy 
jewellery. This shop became the con* 
tact point for businessmen whom 
KGB anted to cultivate The "innO' 
cent" meetings between these dipJo* 
mats and KGB operatives led to the 
businessmen getting their deals 
through and KGB the information it 
desired. 

T he KGB resident in Oelbi is not 
difficult to identify. Any Russian 
diplomat seen often with the 
umpteen delegations which flood 
this country from the USSR can he a 
KGB operative. And if among them 
you find a person who drives a luxury 
car and leads a better lifestyle than 
most Russians, (hen the person is a 
senior KGB hand The oresene KGB 
resident in Delhi holds the rank of 
first secretary. At tines, till two 
years back, he was seen driving a red 


COVER STORY 



P akistan monitors the activities 
of India more closely than any 
other country in the sub^onrineni. 
Given the pasf relations between 
the two countries, it is hardly sur* 
prising that it does so. For espion* 
age in India. Pakistan has one ob* 
vious advantage: it if virtvuUy im* 
possible to distioguish between an 
Indian and a Pakistani and a citixen 
of Pakistan can mingle easily with 
Indians. One uf the simplest ways to 
enier the country and establish con* 
tacts is through Pakistani visitors to 
India (about a lakh of them every 
yeark v)me of whom belong to the 
Pakistani intelligence. According 
to intelligence sources in the capii* 
al. those who are sent normally 
have relations in India so ihai an 
initial contact can he built up, 
through whom the agent gets the 
opportunity to meet other people to 
ferret oui information. There are, 
however, other ways fur Pakistani 
agents to enter the country. A com¬ 
monly used method is to daiides* 
finely cross ihe border and merge 
with the local population Detec¬ 
tion becomes difficult and the 


agent can position himself ouiside 
an airbase (to keep a ii.ick of tlic 
kinds of aircraft leaving ihe have, 
the people keeping d wyicb on 
airbases, disguised as vendou. ore 
normally from the PakUtan dir 
force), or in cantonment tnwri« to 
monitor (he muvemeiu of muips. 

As far as recruiting land agents 
or Indians to spy fvi Puki^tun are 
concerned, the Hakistum^ are sup* 
posed to be poor pHyma^lers Pore* 
ign agents remain on ihe kxiknnt 
for meagerly paid personnel in de 
fence and intelligence establish 
ments handling sensitive jobs. An 
example is that of S.D. Puchhuhve 
who was arrested in 10B0 on 
charges uf spying for Pakistan. He 
was a poorly paid dark room assis* 
tanr in the photography section of 
the naval head<)uariers in Delhi. 
Another example is thai <if Tikku 
Kam. a clerk in ihe defence minis* 
try who had apparently been on ihe 
Pakistani payroll fur over iwu Je* 
cades for as little as Rs l.OOO d 
month. 


, Net* IhthJ 


Volkswagen *‘GoJf S’'( popularly also 
known as ''Rabbii"i, This by itself 
showed hts important status. He was 
often s'en playing golf in the Delhi 
Golf Club with e senior government 
functionary. Dr P. C. Alexander has 
been sent off because his entire 
office steff was caught spying. Id 
case of the KGB contact man. he took 
the precaution of taking a quiet walk 


on Ihe goll course, talking 'o his 
Russian fnend in the open, where 
none cuuld overheat the cunver^j* 
tion. This Russian diplomdi was 
alarmed when apreu iept«ri obliuue- 
ly referred to him and his red luxury 
car ainund the umutbe Nnii AliBneU 
Sumnit was held. Even during 
NAM, he was seen active in the 
media centre Even at l^rlme Minis* 
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Never o Week behind. 


When rhe standing worid record 
in crfdset was equolled by the 
legendory botsrnonshlp of Sunil 
I Govoskor, people weie reoding 

I rhe breofhtoMng deroils before 

the motch was over. 

In The Week. 

The first weekly to cover 
the event. 

The mogozine is rwo yeors old. And 
noT o week has possed It by. Each 
Issue IS on the stonds oheod of time. 
Ar>d oheod with in-deprti onolysesof 
rhe loresr events. 

Because The Week belters in 
discussing events while they still 
morrer. v^n rhe ossosstootlon of 
Indiro Gondhi porolysed the entire 
notion, seven hundred million people 
were crying out for more infoftDorlon. 
And The wos there. Wiih 
in-deprh coverage, spedol feotures. 
phorogrophs.. a multi-focered view of 
rhe shattering rvtomenr. Once ogoln 
rhe first vseekly to pur you in 
rhe pict'ure. 

Thors why. more Qf>d more people 
look into The Week for o sound, wide 
penpecrh« Of rhe ^ and ours of 
poiincs. The ups orid ^wns of people. 
And rhe chonging foce of 
rodoys world. 

More ond more people ore dbcoverlng 
T>>e Week. And pirmog rhelf fbith In it. 
Because rhey know rHor whotever 
happens ^ rhe breoking of o record. 
Of thie making of 
hisrwy — They re 
bound ro reod ob 
in rhe next Week. 
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Were ShockecT’ 


T o the meniging director end 
steff of the Bomoiy bued SLM- 
Meneklal Industries Limited, the 
deily newspapers bring a new facet 
in the life of their employee, 
Cooinar Nareyan. Narayan (61), 
who has been with the company for 
the last 26 years was basically a 
liaison men in the Delhi office of 
the firm. *'We ware shocked." said 
Yogesh Manekial. manging director 
of the company that has most of its 
manufacturing operations in Ahme* 
dabad. "Suddenly CBI officials 
swooped on our offices only to find 
nothing. They took only two teJex 
messages.* said Mr Manekial. 

That Coomar Narayan is prob¬ 
ably the most important si^ in 
independent India, is something 
the company cannot understand. "I 
reed for the first time that he had a 
farmhouse in Delhi." said hit Man* 
ekial. "I hid never been to bis 
farmhouse nor his house in Delhi. ] 
mat him Just once or twice a year. 
We had a very professional rele* 
lionship. When I went to Cielhi, we 
would meet the officials concerned 
with our business and that was it. 
He had very good connections 
which was part of his job» with the 
officials in the commerce, industry, 
defence, shipping and transport 
ministries.” Mr ManeklaJ said that 
neither he nor his firm's managers 
found anything suspicious about 
the activities of Mr Narayan. "What 
he did after 7 pm, I do not know. 
But, he never seemed to misuse our 
office for anything, at least nothing 
is obvious to us.” Narayan obvious¬ 


ly led an exciting, mysterious dou¬ 
ble life, shuttling between the bub 
of Delhi and the plush luxury of his 
Mehrauli farm. 

The only French connection that 
the firm had officially was its coJ* 
Jaboration with the French firm 
Teclemet. A joint venture for the 
manufacture of hydraulic rubber 
hoses, the four-year-old company 
has a turnover of R$ two crores and 
is based in Baroda. It is e division of 
SLM-Maneklal Industries Limited 
which has most of its manufactur* 
ing activities in Ahmedabad and a 
turnover of Rs 33 crores. The com¬ 
pany has three major manufactur¬ 
ing lines; industrial rubber, heavy 
engineering and textile engineer- 
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ing equipment. It is currently nego¬ 
tiating an agreement with an Amer¬ 
ican company for the manufacture 
of equipment for oil rigs. 

SLM-Maneklai itself was started 
in 1946. It was a joint venture with 
a Swiss company, Swiss Locomotive 
Machine Works which merged with 
Manekial. The company manufac¬ 
tures compressors, pumps, Jocomo- 
tives. plastic machines, etc. and 
exports to West Germany, East Ger¬ 
many, the Soviet Union, Poland, 
Ciechoslovakia, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and the African countries 
SLM-Maneklars wide-ranging acti¬ 
vities gave Coomar Narayan ample 
opportunity to meet government 
officials. In the last tan yaars the 
company has been often given con¬ 
tracts by the defence department 
for the manufacture of floats. The 
job, said Mr Manekial, was shared 
by four other competitors in the 
field. 

There has been no communica¬ 
tion between Narayan and Man- 
ekial as the former is presaniiy In 
the custody of the police. So, said 
Mr Manekial, " there is no question 
of his apologising for what has 
happened or sending in his resigna¬ 
tion. It has caused us a lot of 
embarrassment as there are many 
people who have nothing better to 
do than talk a lot of nonsense 
without knowing the facts. We get a 
lot of nasty phone calls and queries. 
Fortunately, it has not affected our 
business and our shareholders’ con¬ 
fidence in us." 


Ya««ih hteBfkkl 


ter Indira Gandhi’s press conference 
at the conclusion of NAM, this Rus¬ 
sian diplomat sat among the journal¬ 
ists took copious nous. (Certain¬ 
ly it is not the job of a diplomat to 
attend press coi^erenccs.) While the 
spy ring was busted in Januap' 
this diplomat was seen merrily mov¬ 
ing among journalists in Parliament 
House. Hehas now stopped using the 
luxury car, uses a Russian-made vehi¬ 
cle instead, but the distinguished 
number plate of his car singles him 
out. He also often uses the vehicles of 
other socialist embassies in DeBii. 

India’s foreign policy helps the 
KGB to operate in the country. By all 
standards, Russia has been India's 
friend. It has helped India economi¬ 
cally (while helping Pakistan in the 
same vein to set up a stoel plant, the 
PakMait steel industry, which pr» 
vidds sinews to a developing eco- 


iwmy and defence production base, 
has not been set up by the western 
powers, but by USSR). Russia has 
also helped India with arms. Russia 
has $to<^ by India on the Kashmir 
and Goa issues and more recently, in 
1971 when the Americans foolishly 
sent the Seventh Fleet to "help” the 
retreating Pakistan army in Bang¬ 
ladesh. India has been with the 
USSR on moat international issues. 
Even on a sensitive issue like the 
Czechoslovak crisis in 1968. India 
supported Russia in the UN Security 
Council. Despite grave reservations 
on the Soviet presence in Af^unis- 
tan. India has not taken an anti- 
USSR stance. The foreign policies of 
both ere complementary to each 
other. This helps the KGB to main¬ 
tain its ‘iriendjy” presence in India. 
Even il KGB links are detected, due 
to reasons of state, these are not 


exposed. Only during the Janata reg¬ 
ime was a KGB spying busted. This 
was done on the eve of Premier 
Alexy Kosygin's visit to India. By 
some coincidence, 17 January 198$ 
was the day when US leader Henry 
Kissinger was in Delhi. For India to 
embarrass the west is easier—the 
west's lack of appreciation of India’s 
role in tvorld jwlitics and the west’s 
pro-Pakistan tilt coupled with the 
west-China honeymoon are reasons 
enough for western spy rings to be 
busted wheneve* they are detected. 
In the case ol the KGB detection does 
not always lead to exposure. 
TAILPIECE: The Counter- 
Intelligence Activity Cell in the IB is 
known as the CIA cell. Perhaps, that 
is the reason why the KGB often goes 
undetected. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Jayalalitha’s Revolt 



J ayalalitha has burst out lo 
wreak vengeance upon her tor* 
mentors and poluical detractors 
who« she claims, are "holding 
the people of Tamil Nadu to ran* 
son." The three-and a half months of 
silence (from the time M.G. 
Ramachandran was hospitalised) 
during which time she privately 
seethed in indipnatiun detonated 
into a fusillade of acrimony. 

On 20 January 1985. the lid of the 
boiling cauldron blew, exposing the 
rivalry in the AlADMK. At the meet¬ 
ing nf the AlADMK Parliamentary 
Board, Ms JayaUUtha. the party’s 
Ralva Sabha member and MGR’s 
heirapparem wa« deprived uf her 
status as the de^ty leader of the 
AlADMK parliamentary group. 
Jayalalitha lost no time in convening 
a press conference and dentifving 
the "ruling coterie" in the AlADMK, 
which was playing a diabolical char¬ 
ade of issuing bogus letters in MGR’s 
name. Decisions purported to have 
been taken by MGR ware being im. 
plemented to annihilate the enemies 
of the ruling coterie—namely, 
Jayalalitha and her band of supMr 
lers—the said. Jayalalitha then iden¬ 
tified R.M. Veerappan, the informa¬ 
tion minister as the kingpin of the 
coterie. The other main conspirators, 
according (o her, were finance minis¬ 
ter V. R. Nodunchetian, Mr Musir- 
iputhan, the president of the Alt 
World MGR Manram (fans* associa^ 
tioni and the "lady in New York.*' 
Mrs Janeki Ramachandran, MGR's 
wife. 

From the lima MGR was hospital* 
iMTiJ INI S Octobet, tlie cuiene started 
to sideline, humiliate and insult 
Jayalalitha. There was little she 
could do to fight back the onslau^t. 
However, at the behest of Rajiv 
Gandhi, she was roped in to cam 
paign for the elections. Expecting 
the coterie to once again keep her on 
the sideline, after she had served her 
purpose, Jayalalitha began mobilis¬ 
ing her supporters. She reportedly 
collected oaths of allegiance from 
the partymen for whom she canvas* 
sed. She also began seeking support 
from the centre. Today, she has good 
working relationships with Rajiv 
Gandhi. C. Parthasarathy. Arun 
Singh and R. Venkataraman. Jayala¬ 
litha poadad tha cantre*s help be¬ 
cause though she has a majority of 
the rank and file supporting her, the 
ruling coterie's strength lies in head* 
i^ the AlADMK: V. R. Nedunche- 
zian heads the governmenc, P.U. 
Shunmugam heads the party and 
Veerappan ia in charge of informa* 
lion dissemination. As for Mrs Janaki 
Ramachandran, she ii the one who is 


.lavgldllhs: 'The AIAIIMK Um> |M»ri> 


■iMMV M ««eie»r iM* 



SPECIAL REPORT 


nexc to MGR and on whom he is 
helplessly dependent. Suhdav leams 
from reliable sources that all visitors 
and documents for MGR are routed 
through Janaki Ramachandran. To 
day, the one thing that binds the 
coterie together is their fierce hatred 
for Jayalalitha, who at one time, had 
bossed over them. The coiene, it is 
believed, has formed a neat ring 
around MGR preventing any outsid* 
er from communicating directly with 
him. At the moment, MGR is the 
most crucial figure because it was he 
and not the AlADMK that received 
the massive mandate. Therefore, in 
order to survive. Jayalalitha had no 
alternative but to go ro Delhi for 
help. Ironically, the hastiness with 
which the coterie intended to anmhi* 
lace Jayalalitha has exposed the 
charade, strengthening her position 
and offering a focus standi for Delhi 
.to intervene. 

Jayalalitha’s press conference of 
20 January was a stirring experience 
even for the most cynical of iournal* 
isu. Her uninterrupted harangue 
against the coterie lasted for over an 
hour. She was consistently cogent, 
precise and clear in what she had to 
say. which she did in good English. 
Her statements were incisive and 
trenchant. She said she "was 100 per 
cent convinced" that the letter de* 
priving her of her status did not 
emanate from MGR. The coterie was 
producing letters as and when they 
wanted to take revenge on her or her 
supporters (Thirunavukkarasu had 
been earlier stripped of his impor 
tent portfolios). The coterie, she 
announced, pr^uccs letters as a 
magician produces rabbits out of a 
hat. 

**You doubt one letter, you doubt 
all. If MGR is in full possession of his 
mental faculties, if he is able to 
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should I? The AlADMK is my party I 
galvanised it foe three years. Who is 
Veerappan to make statements con* 
cerning the party and government 
administration? The centre cannot 
remain silent when a dangerous char* 
ade is being perpetrated by a few 
corrupt scheming individuals." 

N obody could have exposed the 
"dongerous charade" that was 
beginning to cause alarm to the pub* 
lie as effectivelv as Jayalalitha. As 
she says, the centre is not*guing to 
remain silent. Already the state Gov¬ 
ernor has set a deadline for the 
swearing'in ceremony: 7 February. 
His letters to MGR. though couched 
in officialese, carry an unmistakable 
warning that this game cannot con* 
tinue for long. While the feud be 
tween Jayalalitha and Veerappan is 
undoubtedly an intra*party affair, 
Delhi is inclined to intervene on the 
grounds that the charade is being 
extended to interfere with the admi* 
Tustration. In all fairness it must be 
pointed out that the coterie's actions 
involving the administration has not 
been detrimental to public welfare, 
yet. However, there is a popular 
feeling that what they are doing ts. in 
principle, wrong. Now that it xults 
them, the centre is likely to expose 
the true status of MGR*$ mental 
conditioo. Like tbe ruling coterie the 
centre too can start a "war of let¬ 
ters." Ti would not be difficult to 
procure a letter from an American 
doctor certifying that it would be 
inadvisable for MCR to fursciiun as 
CM as his convalescence must be 
given top priority. MCR would thus 
be got out of the way without wound* 
ing ih« sentiments il the people and 
also thwaniog the criticism ihat the 


centre wa«, an accomplice in the 
initial stages uf the charade. 

The real reawm why (he centre 
would like to inicrvene in Tamil 
Nadu IS that it would like the state to 
be In the hands of the pru*Congress 
facnon m (he AlADMK: in other 
words the Jayalalitha lobbv, Veerap* 
pan and Neduncherian have never 
been in the good books of Rajiv 
Candhi and G. Partliasarathy. The 
centre is afraid ihot Veerappan and 
the others, having evolved nut of the 
Dravida movement, may in a situa* 
lion revert to their movement to 
cling to power. They cnuld even join 
hands with Karunanidhi to drive the 
CongresK out After having recorded 
an impresMve performance in the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly poIJb after an 
eclipse of 17 years, Delhi is in no 
mood to relinquish Tamil Nadu tv the 
Dravida forces. There is a keen de¬ 
sire to bring the state back into the 
national mauistream lur, in other 
wrnxis, the Congress*] |. In this gambit 
Jayalalitha is perhaps, the most reli* 
able because she has been nurtured 
in an ethos untouched by the Dravida 
consciousness. Her mentor is MCR, 
who has diluted the Dravida move¬ 
ment and paved the way for Tamil 
Nadu to join the national main* 
stream. Jayalalitha is an ideal choice 
because she has j mass base as well. 
She is firm, decisive, intelligent and 
articulate. Above ill, she has no 
allegatiaos of corruption surround* 
ing her. Si hday learns from reliable 
sources that Delhi has struck a deal 
with Jayalalitha. The centre will sup* 
port her totally in her bid to gain 
power in Tamil Nadu and emerge as 
the chief minister. Jayalalitha is con¬ 
fident of forming a government. She 
feels that a vertical split can be 


issue 

instructions and answer questions, 
why are they afraid to let me ot 
anyone close to me. see him? While 
we are prevented, how do they allow 
Vardaraj and Bhagyaraj to go and 
see MGR? If MGR Is coming in a 
fortnight why this hurry to effect 
these changes?" she asked. Jayala* 
licha then continued, "1 don’t want 
an answer from Veerappan. Nedun* 
chetian or Janaki, 1 want an answer 
from MGR because it is he who 
brought me into the party, he made 
me the M? and d^mty leader. In 
control of the party now are the 
dead wood who were earlier sidelined 
by MGR. After MGR went into a 
coma, these people resurrected 
themselves to grab power for them 
selves. They tried lo defeat official 
AlADMK candidates who supported 
ne by pumping money for the 
o^iosJiion candidates? They say I am 
going to join the Congress. Why 

MAT M rUNttV 





‘The Ruling Coterie i$ Afraid ef Me’’ 




a w Why ^0 you rhiak xhe actroes 
the ruhnfi cotvrit tre 
dirtctcd 9U9inst you? 

A: BecauM I tbteatan the in¬ 
terests ol a few selfish individuals' 
Thu party is with me, the public is 
with me. Thut is why they are afraid 
of me. They have neither. They 
have only their current proximity 
ta MGR and their pu<>i(ions in iht 
KAvemment. They arv afraid be* 
vuMse truth xnd lustice are on my 
side. Thai is why they are trying to 
liduideie me. 

Q: Vou have >«id riiar rhe centre 
cannu^ lemafn sjienr. HVrar juris- 
tiicrion does the centre have to 
intervviie in whet i% essenttalfy un 
intrH yurty ejfair? 

A; When it came to depriving me 
uf the deputy leader’s status, it is 
an mtiH-perty affair. Bur when the 
actions of the coterie interfere with 
the administration, then the centre 
cuniiut he an idle spectator because 
it is H fraud on the Constiturion. It 
is no longer an jmra<pany affeir 
when ti comems the admintstru- 
tinn of the state. Once the govern 
cnenr Is formed, those who are rn 
charge of the administration are 
out accountable merely to the 
AtADMK. but to the people and the 
centre When it involves interfering 
with the state government, it auto* 
mmicolJv involves the Constitution 
and. therefore, the centre comes in. 

Q. 6or as far as ;/jo admmisinj* 
rioii i< concerned, thuir decisjuns 
.ire in keeping with the petty man- 
;7esto. f or /^.stance, giving rhe Ron* 
tiet gift to the govetnmefft servairts 
and so an. 

A’ Ws. that is only one. there 
are c'thers. 

1 he others are agein.sr you and 
ih;i( i.v rtn mtra-pany affair. 

A: One has to Uiok into ibe gene 
MS of the matter. They are acting in 
someone ulse's name. When the 
ivh'de thing is a hoax, is not the 
maitvi very scriuus? Is not a fraud 
being perpetrated iin the Conslilu- 
lion iiself? They ore holding every¬ 
one to ransom. 

Q: The d<» fact II >pln in the party 
has become de jure wi/h vou optniv 
idemifytng H.M Veerappan a» fJie 
kingpin of the coterie that is per 
perraring fh/s fraud. The ASADMK 
/.< beginning to crumble. rh/s 
going to beneftr Karunantdhi? 


fayolalitha told S(/ni>av 


A: Why should it? These fbur 
individuals do &oi Bean the 
AlADMK. And these iedividuab 
are isolated from the ranJe and file 
uf the perty. RemAving these few 
cornipi scheming individuals at ihe 
top. who have nothing to do with 
the party, will in no way benefit Mr 
Karuntnidhi. 

Vou Have said earlier dnt 
Janaki Ramachandrait did nor ee* 
terrain poiirtcat embrrvong Av her* 
self, in that ease, why afsould she 
connive with the rvUng coterie? 

A: Me may not have bad political 


JahaU ItMttAoliAn* 
drmn may not han 
had poUUoal ambi« 
tiona aarliar, but ahe 
may have now. These 
ambitlona may have 
been put into her head 
after October i984.»« 
She does not know 
anything about poll* 
tiee. She is only a 
houeewiXe. She i« 
beinff mattipoiatad by 
the coterie. 


ambitions earlier, but she may have 
now. These ambitions may have 
been put into her bead after Ocrp> 
ber (19g4). Earlier, what did she 
have to do with tbe party? She docs 
not know anything abMt poUtka 
She is only a housewife. Janaki 
Ramachaadran is bein^ manipa* 
lated by the coterie. She is only too 
willing to be manipulated. I cannot 
undersund how can be a party 
to this cruel hoax when these pac^ 
pie are selfishly exploiting tbe par* 
son who H suppo se d to be bv 
husband. 

When MGR was activa the would 
not have dared to antenato ep^ 
notions. Now, how can she etaka 
claim to tbe mantle of lead^Aip 
by merely being hii wife? t am oot 




interested hi embrdlHag ayeMfjb^^; 
ameroversfas of a parwmiXmiMe? 
My h^t is a poUtleal one wadwt^^!^ 
agaituL a political astfo* 
far as I «« coocerMdi fMMn. ^ 
(Ramachandraa) does nmpotpfgtk? h 
prtHkal eacitr* $ "• .> 

Q: You hare been btusQiuft^ V 
on a few occastoei : 

the tagte UCR was haepftahgt^ * 
Ocrober. Why it it met you guy' 
coming our so forcehtOy stow? 

A: 1 was datarmmed not to 
rash, haety or tpeampbMtt. 1 
wiliiag to gifertham tha^MMfh if c 
doubt. But rhak ectieA baemby* f 
more and more bnolarahlat avfa' ' 
and iBort IneoncelvaMt; t'WbS;''» 
forced to break my dtaaca 
protest. Aad. I must protest ^ : 


protest. Aad. I must protest 


cause it is net mereily me wbo Is wai 


victim of this ii^iuetice and 
ipulation. A fraud is being 
trated on the people of tamuNiMaj 
end on the Ceastitaclon. UbEkp? ^ 
these so-called leaders, f have 
touted the stateiotaaiely atid tob-. 
vassad for vote s . I promised tbe - 
people that MCR wotdd rM|n^. ’ 
They reposed their fellh and trbSB 
in me. 1 have a moral rawoMlbftbfV ; 
to iham. 

Q: You here queetio e ed (pbkgT’^^. 
erej'i ithe doe acipr> eretSevthlA^ 
Msaerting that forjhf (keee ddiytUfK^i 
c'ampaigaingjie yon hbvi 
three yeert. The seme ^Ueg etM r^ 
be said egainat you hr*^'Ahig‘iT 
coterie ^ h$9e bem ia 
for dacedes; V' 

A: Yess but there k tt/sk 
as deadwaod. flBuk 

•cootributkM to.dN 
begiiming. RuT eh 
have d^ngpekte 

becaoM^. 
good serska 4 fang tbM 
they be recorded f»eW|i 
when their porianbaeca 
three yeen luwis dwh 
xiced? DooT fOfK 
people: whbware ah 

mtbksA 

. cur 0 ^ tbe' 
bMlttsoaf 
Dfoss, Ka 
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•voided hy wUininjt pver Veerep- 
p«n*$ loyalists. A lew individuals like 
(he members of the cotcrte would be 
axed. That would siill leave her wiih 
about 120 of (he US AIADMK MLAv 
Ai the moment she ha« the t»upport of 
60 MLAs. Veerappan has 40. P.U. 
Shunmufam 1$ and the rest are 
neutral. Veerappan is usings all his 
akiUs to completely isolate JayaU' 
litha. Already an impression is l^irtK ! 
created that Jayalalitha has turned 
aiainst MGR. If this seed of iu»pl 
cion germinates, Jayalalitha's mass 
support will crumble because the 
people are not likely ro forgive her. 
In (he meaniime, Veerappan is busy 
promoting popular cine actor K. 
Bhagyaraj (MGR has gone on record 
to say (hat Bhagyaruj is his successor 
in the film industry) who has at last 
joined the AIADMK. This is a shrewd 
move by Veerappan because Bhagy- 
araj is no threat to him being young, 
inexperienced and busy in film com 
mitments. At the same time Bhugy- 
araj too has a large following which 
would ensure crowds in Veerappan's 
meetings. The fact is that no other 
leader in the AJADMK except 
Jayalalitha attracts crowds. Thus, it 
is in Veerappan $ interest to mould 
Bhagyaraj as his successor. 

A ccording to the ^me sources, 
Delhi's price for helping Javald 
Ijtha 10 become the CM in that she 
must ultimately join the CongresstL 
and bring with her (he bulk of the I 
AIADMK iofrastruciural network. ' 
One does not know if Jayalalitha is j 
well disposed to this propo»] but she 
has already started ^baking herself I 

from MGR. It was significant that I 
while all the pictures of MGR were 
pot removed in her residence, she 
chose to remove her own photograph 
plac^ next to MGR's near the stair* 
wall. The placement of the two 
photographs had earlier tempted one 
(0 believe that MGR was the man of 
the house, ts removal of 'he photo* 


graphs Jayalaliiha's wov uf hei aiding 
the future cniirse of events^ [| canid 
he bu. ihen she has Icarni a lot oml 
she (ould well l>v niduluiiig in •! 
chnradv of hw invn. 

Theie luiwwi't, <i section in tin* 
CongirsMl) (hat is wary of Jiiyala 
luha. Tlicv arc in favour of support 
mg S. Humoc handrail, ihv dev in city 
mmiNtei who it supposed to be in 
Juyalalitlia's camp, as the mieritn 
chief minister as the leaders feel ih«ii 
the public IS not ytt leudy for .ta.vnla* 
lit ha. But the pro jayalalalia lobby 
in the Congressih point out that 
Ranruiii (as S. Rainachimdrun is 
piipuUrly called! IS undecided alioui 
his inieiitions. Liidoubiedly. (he cen¬ 
tre IS going lo plav an active and 
decisive tole in ihe poliiics of th<* 
siale. But. henceforth Kajiv Oandhi 
IS going to proceed cuuliousU parti 
culai'ly as he does not want a repel j 
tiun of I he Andhra episode under unv 
circumMance^ 

The immediate problem of tfo* 
Jayalalitha group is to coinv oui with 
an impressive majority in tbr 
AIADMK so as to SMkc its claim lo 
the chief ministershiji of ih<' slate 
jayalalithd has gone on record to shv 
that her onlv weakness is (he lack of 
money .iiid that this was the weapon 
that Veerappan was using to van 
quish her Only time wdi tell whsi 
(ho o III CO me will be. 

Nevertheless, the cenire is going In 
proceed cautiously because as far as 
Rajiv Gandhi is concerned, nothing 
5huu1d tarnish his governments 
repuiation. Thus, he is likely to bide 
his time and settle for Neduncheziaii 
(undoubtedly th>'« nly oerson accepr 

able to a majoiity of the AIADMK 
and Congrass I) as the CM. till the 
Assembly elections are over in 
March. Kor Rapv Gandhi, wresting 
power in Karnataka from the Janet.i 
Party is far more important thao 
propping up a prO'Congressd) go\ 
ernmeni in Tamil Nadu. 

Afdtt Madrut 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


^‘Jayalalitha is a Danger to the AIADMK” 


A^riculNn Ktluauthu, 

pvt of tho anti'Joy^htho 'cour 
ie/ talked to Svvoay. Excerpts: 

Q : What do you have to say about 
JayaJalitha's oar hunt? 

A: ^hitevei* ic rtbroujihoue the 
mcefview KtUmuthu referred to 
Jeyelaliihe m it) hu been «eyingis 
coreily falM. U ia actins asamst (he 
prlnciplee of The party. It has even 
said thinsi against our leader. 1 
think it la better that she goes out 
ol the party If it coAtinues to be 
within the AIADMK. it wonH be 
given any respect. 

It has been said that the CM is 
not Rientally alert. The public will 
come to know on 4 February when 
the CM returns. 0i that day the 
people w;JI coma to realisa that bar 
itatemants ira all wrong 
Q: But there is a populv fet/int 
that Veerappan and orhers are 
playing a cherecfe. 

A; That's not true. They are our 
party's senior laaders. They are 
functioning only as per the CM's 
instruction I. They era not tnaktng 
the CM act according to their 
wishes. 

Q: It is difficult to believe that 
the decirrons MGR has been taking 
have all been directed adarost the 
Jayalahtha lobby. 

A; The party leader has every 
right to effect changes any time he 
wants. Certain decisions have to be 
taken Quickly for the effective 
functioning of the party. 

Q: But what was rha burry to 
bring abour the changes that sdfaet 
only /ayaiaiitAa end her suppor¬ 
ters? 

A; Its activities heve been crack¬ 
ed since the time MCR was hospi* 
tsUsed in October. When MGR was 
in Apollo hospital he was uncon¬ 
scious so he did not know what 
was going on. After be recovered he 
has been getting reports on how 
these people behaved in ^ in* 
lerim period. Rased on this report 
he is making rbese decUiooi. As a 
party mecobervit is p ro per and cor* 
rect chat one accepts all his decs* 
slona. 

0: This is prvisely what Jayala- 
litha is alhging. She says the CM 
has been given false r^pom about 
her? 

A: She calls these repore false 
because the dedslwii affect her. 

Q: Is it true that at the general 
council meeting ia September. 


MGR had regretted ioduoruig 
Jayalalitha into the party? 

A: Yes. it is true. The general 
council was called to take action 
against S. D Somasundaram. At 
(hat tine it (Jayalalitha) was re* 
moved fron the post of propaganda 
s«>(ictary. Even before the CM 
siuried talking, some people^ 
Jayalalitba's supporters—raised 
slogans (hat she should be rein¬ 
stated. In response to that, the CM 
spoke very firmly. He said. "It was 
wrong on my pa<i to have given her 
(Javalalitha) this responsibility. 
The task was too much tor her age. 


Apkubarc mtaMct kaHmetha 

She WM not able to cope up with 
the respOosibilitiee of the job. At 
Delhi, she has started talkisg to 
some people conveying views about 
the party which are detrimental to 
the tncerois of the party. She 
issued all kinds of statements 
claiming tbit chiy were authorised 
by me, when ilw were not. She 
stopped coo^riM me. 1 chink very 
soon she will switch over to some 
other party. If thoae who support 
har wan t to leave akmg with her, let 
them. I don't care. 1 am not running 
this party with her b^. We have 
won so many elections without 
her.** and so on. 

Qt Can Jayalahtbe eve r be the 
chief mfnisrer of Timii Nadu. 

At (laughs deriairely,) The state 
won't accept h. The people of Tamil 
Nadu will not acc^ it. It (Jiyali' 
Utha) hasn't got the quilifitttloM 
to hold the It has not got the 
honesty. It hasn't got the sense of 
responsibility. 


Q: Why are ail the leaden in the 
AUDMK against her? 

A: Bocauio all che gonuiaa liMb 
ers of tha party want to ^otecc iha 
party and they all know chit h 
(JayaUUcfaa) is out to destroy tlm 
par^. They are convinced that tdn 
IS a great danger to tha percy. She ia 
a very arrogant woman. Her bp> 
haviour, her way of speaking was 
intolerable. She treated even 
senior leaders of the party as her 
ssrvantt, ordering them around. 
She never showed any respect to 
anyone. She bad the audacity to aric 
Somasundarasr god Madurai 
Huthu for eicpUnadois. She tried 
to throw P. U. Shuiussuam out of 
tha party. In a perty.Ttbera will 
always be differences of opinion. 
But she had certain ambitions. 
There is unanimous opinion In che 
perty that Jayalalitha is a dinger to 
che AIADMK. 

Q: There is a feafing that the 
centre may support Jayalalitha be¬ 
cause she represents (he pro* 
Congress section In the AIADMK. 

A: .She is trying to give that 
impretsioti, but the centra will net 
yield One thing I can say with fuU 
confidence, if It leaves the pana^ 
not even one AIADMK MLA vnS^ 
leave with her. 

Q: Do you think this is the end ei' 
JayalaJitba's poUtical career? 

A: Yes. The party will not accept 
her afret her comments about 
MGR. What little req>ect she had 
has also evaporated, li (Jeyalih 
litha) will have to go elsewhere. 
And wherever It goes she Is not 
going to get the kind of re»ect Hmt 
it got in che AIADMK. And depH 
forget whmvcr ^e gees she wlR 
foment the same type of canfuaba. 

. « 

<?: But she does attract the 
c r ow d s. 

A-. Crowds came to her naertep-. 
because sbe sras in the party. 

Q: B(*t 6ttv teadara in dhepaety 
did not attract such big crowde 

A: Because the oihen do not hive 
the doema glamour Moreover lec 
of ladies come to her aseedii^ 
There is a keeneas to see her m* 
cause she acted as hendoe to 
our CM in many films< These 
are still nmniog In the rarM areu. 
The mieute she leaves the >acQ*i 
the crowds wll) stop going tq bar 
meetings. 








FOR OVER 130 YEARS, 
WE SET THE STANDARDS 

TODAY, 

WE ADD ONE 
TO OUR NAME. 



On Januarv 1 st, 1985, The Chartered Bank A bank chat'b set its own star^dards over the 

cook on the Croup’s full name and became yean. 

Standard Charter^ Bank. You'll still have access, through any branch, 

The change reflects positively on che bank's to a worldwide service that extends from 
long'scandir^ legacy of internatiorul banking travellers cheques to major project finance, and 
expertise. from 24'hour-a*day currency dealing co all forms 

A bank that's always specialised in global of finance for impons and expons. And ^hind 
business. our new nameplate, you'll still find the kind of 

A bank that's earned a reputation in complex perwnal and professional service chat made the 
financial loans for critical projects.woddwide. old one famous. 

standard ^Chartered 
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Experience it! 

The surge of power in a sleek, vihl© body. 
The trigger response of 4-speed 
transmission. 

The swift pick-up from 0 to 60 Kph in just 
9 seconds. 

You get it all with the Ind*Suzuki AX 100. 
Effortlessly. confidently, securely. 
Pulsating. Thrilling. Exciting. 

That'S the seneation of Suzuki. 

Come, feel lie dynamic features. 
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» 100 cc 2*$troke engine output 
6.25 b^p at 6500 r.p.m. 

* Reed Valve induction system tor 
high torque at low speeds. 

* Electronic ignition system with 
automatic advar>ce perfect 

' engine timing. No points. 

No adjustments. 

* Independent lutKication system. 
S^arate oil pump feeds 
optimum quantity of oil to match 
varying engine requirements. 

* Fuel efficiency: 65 km/titre. 


(Jnmatctved performar^ce and 
several exclusive features, pultr>e 
Ir)d-Su 2 uki AX 100 In a class all its own. 

Its highlights include a 
sopnisticated instrument panel wrth 
indicating and warning li^ts; rear 
view mirrors; turn signal irtdicdlors; 
steering, helmet and fuel tank locks. 


A creation 
of Indians 
mo9t dynamic 
Indo^Japanaaa 
vantura. 


n 


IND-eUZUKI 


IND-SUZUKi 

AX wo 


Watch it take over the Indian roads. 
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INVESTIGATION 


Murder of a Candidate 


Who kjJled Hars^varoop Bajpai, the independent candidate/rom Rae fiareiJi? 


L 0 te in the evening of 23 De- 
ctmbtr 1984, the dey before 
the recent perlienentery 
polU, e bettered end bloodied 
human fono, curled up like a foetus, 
its hands and feat bound together 
with a strong rope and ita neck 
strangulated with black insulated 
electric wiring, wu found lying on 
the LucknoW'Rae Bereili road near 
the village of Paburawan between 
Bacchrawan and Rae Bereili. The 
pale-faced and frail victim was 52* 
year-old Harswaroop Bajpai. an inde¬ 
pendent candidate contesting the 
Rae Bereili Lok Sabha seat. The next 
day, Mr Bajpai's IS year-old nephew. 
Vijay Shukla, a probable witness to 
the assault on his uncle, whose 
whereabouts he had known, was 
found missing. 

Interest focused immediately on 
the time of the candidete's death 
because of its bearing on the fate of 
the polls in Rae Bereili: if it could be 
technically established that it took 
place after polling commenced at 8 
am on 24 DiKember 1984, the elec¬ 
tion would be undisturbed, if it had 
happened before the start of polling 
the election would stand counter¬ 
manded by law. As it turned out, the 
elections did proceed unhindered 
but only after the police and district 
authorities, efter fumbling initially, 
spent seven hours keeping the body 
aloof from the public and delaying iu 
admission to the Rae Bereili district 
hospital where the victim was pro¬ 
nounced dead at 8.50 am. The next 
day, althou^ Mr Bajpai’s widow, 
daughter, neighbour and friends sey 
they were informed by the local 
police themselves as early as 8 pm on 
23 D^ember 1984 that be had been 
murdered and they were taken to see 
his corpse—the police did not allow 
them to go near the body—bleeding 
and tied up for hours together, 
almost in the condition it was found 
without the police making any 
attempts to free it of its bonds. Eveti 
when the bodv was taken to the 
Bacchrawan police itarion in a jeep 
and kept there, the district author¬ 
ities stoically mainuin. he was alive 
throughout that time. He was alone 
when He was found lying on the road 
with a head injury at around U.30 
|Mn C^We cannot tell you the exact 
time," they sey) on 23 December 
1984 and he was finally admitted to 
the Rae Bereili hospital under heavy 
police guard at 3.10 am the next dey 


where he was apparently put on 
oxygen and glucose for a long time 
before being declared dead, a good 
SO minutes after polling had begun, 
the time mentioned in his health 
ccrtiftcate. 

From whet the authorities say they 
appear to have struggled for five 
hours to save the life of the par¬ 
liamentary candidate but the irregu¬ 
larities in their versions are laid bare 
by the evidence given by numerous 
people including Mr Bejpai's next of 
kin, his friends and the government 
doctor. Were the district authorities, 
probably under m'ders to see that 
nothing went wrong with the polls, 
then responsible for concocting the 
liming? The authorities did not hand 
over the body to his family after the 
pose mortem. In fact, the body dis¬ 
appeared completely from their sight 
once it was taken into the hospitnl. 

After the death was dcclar^ on 
the morning of 24 Derember. it was 
put in a vehicle and despite the 
widow's loud protests and entreaties 
driven off to Dalmau and secretly 
disposed off on the banks of the 
Genga. Also all official records relat¬ 
ing to the death were ordered scaled. 
Perhaps, one of the first persons to 
be informed by (he police about the 
candidate’s murder was Baba Jagpra- 
sad, a ch;7/u0>smoking sodhis who 
lives in a small tent he has pitched 
beside the main road, in front of his 
house at one end of ^chrawan. An 
unlikely landlord. Mr Bajpai paid the 
sodha Rs 60 a month as rent for the 
(vro rooms on the grouod floor of the 
house which served as his election 
office too. Being r,earer to where the 
body was found, the police thou^t of 
trying out Mr Bajpai's office for the 
direcrions to his bouse. "It was be¬ 
tween 7 pm and 8 pm. I should think 
before 7.30," said Jagprasad, “when 
th^ arrived. ‘Bajpaiji koi faai?’ they 
asked aloud, peeping into my tent. 
First I said thm was nobody around 
but I could help them if they wanted. 
Then I esked (hem what they wanted. 
They said ii was about Bajpai. He 
had been killAd. 

Mr Bajpai’s family were at home in 
The village of Rampur Samodha 
when the police arrived in the even¬ 
ing of 23 December 1984. "A jeep 
came," said Saroj Tnpaihi, the mur- 
dei^ candidate’s married daughter. 
"There was sepw Pathak and a con¬ 
stable. Yadav. whom 1 recognised as 
aoraeonc from the village next to 


oun They knocked on the door. I 
was asleep. 1 asked who it was. They 
said, 'Daroga Sahib.* I opened the- 
door and saw Pathak. He wanted me 
(0 come to the rhana (police station). 
What is the matter, I asked. He said 
it was urgent. I told him I would not 
come out at night but in the morning. 
Bui he kept insisting. Then ha said 
my father Bajpaiji was calling me. I 
found this suspicious. Why should he 
want to call me at night, J thought. 
The sepoy must have been lying. 
When he found me adamant, Pathak 
turned to Shukiaji (a teacher from 
the village who had by then joined 
the crowd of people standini outside 
the door of the house) and said to 
him, 'Should I tell her?' I told him to 
tell me the truth. 'Don’t worry ] 
tell you everything,' he said. 'Afst 
hat ki ttanhari Bapuji ki katal Ho gai 
hai ’ 

G argi Prasad, the Bajpai s' next 
door neighbour and a good 
friand of the politician, had also 
witnessed the scene. “There ware 
tvro of them in the jeep," he recalled, 
"Pathak had coma along with 
another person who looked like a 
home guard. Thay came between 8 
pm and 6.30 pm. They must have 
been here about half-an-Kour; after 
that everyone got into the jeep, the 
policemen and the women and I." 

Was there just one jeep? "No, 
(here was our police jeep in which 
the two policemen and 1 and Bajpai’s 
widow, Kamala Devi, and his daugh¬ 
ters. ^roj and Rannu. sat.” said 
Gargi Prasad. There was also “the 
Congress election vehicle in which 
sat another group including Shukiaji, 
Ram Krishan Tiwari and others from 
(he village," he recalled. “In all there 
were about 12 to 15 of us in two 
vehicles which drove to the sm.” 

At what time did the vehicles leave 
(he village? Around 8.30 pm. And 
when exactly did they reach where 
the body Lay on the road? At (be moai 
ten or 15 minutes later for it is act 
very far. Most descriptions of the 
body, the state it was found in and 
the time it was sighted, tally remark¬ 
ably. Apart from being ti^ up the 
body had a deep wound on the right 
temple which bled profusely. Blood 
from the woutid and the nose bad 
been flowing over to the side of the 
road. Saroj, though shattered 

by the experience, still remembers 
what saw there. 
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'*Whed we went lo the spot where 
the body was lyin^. we were stopped 
near ii. The people in the. jeep were 
■iked to tet off. 1 do not know vdio 
■U were there. Of course, as I later 
leami» everyone was there. Another 
CoftfrM vehicle had accoinpanied 
the police vehicle. It was about 9.30 
pm when we reached Fahurawan. It 
took ten minutes to reach the place 
from our village. After soma time the 
body wes kept behind the vehicle. 
We were asked to get off. My little 
sisrer Seema had gone there near the 
body. She saw it from quite close and 
threw herself on it. But she managed 
to get close to my father. There was 
•one confusion and the villagers 
pushed the policemen aside. My 
mother also ran forward. I was in 
such a state I hed got off the jeep end 
collapsed on the road.** 

According to Gargi Frasad and 
several others, the jeen carrying Mr 
Bajpai's widow and daughters and 
himself arrived at the Baccbrawan 
police station between 9 end 9.30 
that night. Saroj Tripathi reroem* 
bered, **Ram Sagar Verms (a CFI 
activist and friend of her fether) was 
there. We were mede to sit outside 
first, then brought onto the veran- 
dah. We kept weeping and screaming 
for hours, *Whsre is the body? Give 
us the b^y. Where is my Bapu? 
Where is he?’ But no one moved. No 
one cored whether we shouted or ran 
about or sang or did anything.** Ex* 
hausted by then, ail the family could 
think of doing was inform relatives 
about (he death. **1 sent my younger 
lister (0 tell my msme (maternal 
uncle) and to inform his younger 
lister. My father’s sister was in Har* 
doi. One of the policemen, however, 
kept questioning the women about 
their village. 1 don’t know who it was: 
^thak or Mishra, He kept asking us 
who lived in our village and we told 
him whatever he wanted to know. He 
could ask Vijay (her cousin, the son 
of her father’s sister) in Hardoi. He 
would come in the morning to our 
Espu’s house (on the main road). 

A la^l Vijay too was reported mis* 
sing. He had been with Mr Ba* 
jpai last is the oi^t of 22 December 
and probably on 23 December and 
was also believed to have been kid* 
napped by the murderers. **1 don't 
know who brought the body to the 
rhana,” said Gargi Prasad, who had 
been sitting there with the women. 
*‘Buc it was lying in the jeep parked 
near the front entrance to the com* 
pound. It lay in the rhana till mid* 
night and was brought there at 11 
pm. Since it was cold the two of us, 
Yadav and I, decided to go away. We 
walked beck home.** 


Once th^ left the police station, 
Mr Bajpai’s widow utd daughters 
never got to see his body again. 
Asked if she was sure her father was 
lying dead on the road, when they 
were taken by the police to see him. 
she replied almost angrily, '*Arrey 
bUkuI (Absolutely).” Was be not 
rushed to the primary health centre, 
as the police claim? "No, no. Dr 
Salahuddin (who was on emergency 
duty that night) has mven his evi* 
dance. You can ask him. Nobody 
came. And who would bring a corpse 
so the FHC? These are blatant hei. 
Stories that have been cooked up to 
ensure that the election is not post¬ 
poned.” 

Cotild Mr Bajpai not hdVa been 
lying unconscious? If be was, bis 
famJy would have been shown his 
body and would have been allowed to 
take him to boepiiel and get him 
treated so that ha was revived. And ii 
he was unconscious why wes his neck 
not untied? Several other people 
including the CPI activist, Ram 
Sagar Verma, had gone on bic^lee to 
see the body after receiving news of 
Mr Bajpei’s death. Mr Bajpai, who 
was himself a former CPI w^er, 
was a close friend of Venne end bad 
been mreting him frequently till a 
couple of days before hit death. Said 
Verma, "On 21 December Baipaiji 
told US that be was going to Luunow 
to campaign for Mayapeti Tripathi 
(one of his friezKls). He left Bacchre* 
wan at 10 am. 1 don’t know if he went 
by train or bus. He bad on a kurts 

f tyjamm and an old coat and a sleeve* 
ess sweater. He was last seen out* 
side the government hospital in Rae 
Bareili, having tea In a stall, with 
Kapil Awasthi. Then on 23 December 
1 was busy with a bkyde rally in the 
evening from Baccbrawan to Mohan* 
lalganj to support our party candi* 
date for the elecQon there, Bhtkha* 
laljt. When we returned, we stopped 
at Pandeji't hotel for tea. It was 
around 7.1S pm. B.N. Agnihou^ ope 
of those who had taken part in the 
rally, bad his bouse nearby, and 
instead of joining us for tee, had 
chosen to go home straight. In a than 
while he came back to us 
alarmed. ."Have you beard?* he 
asked. We said we badnT. He told us 
that Ba jpaiji had been murdered. His 
body was lying near Pihurawaii. two 
km from Bacchrawan on the main 
road.” 

Ram Sagar Verma contends that it 
was the wM of Maharajganj, Kurli 
Manohar, who first saw the body 
lying on the road at about 7 pm in the 
evening of 23 December. "Along with 
the bc^y was a cloth bag lull of 
electimt agents* foras. There was i 
brown coat, bui no sign of his foot* 
wear. One assumes the body was 


brou^t in a vehicle from Rae Bareili' 
because it was dumped a littld off the 
ceetre of (he road.” Venna said chat 
the ground did not show any signs of 
a struggle because except for the 
stream ol blood and the coat and the 
bag lying on the erouad there were 
no ocher marks. * we were informed 
of the death at 7.15 pm when we 
reeched the spot. Ten of us, Ramsa* 
gar Verma, Swar Mao dal Shukla, 
Ashok Bborti Uppal, Brljender Agni* 
botri, Randhir Singh, Chandman 
Singh Asad, Chandrasekhar Shulde, 
Ramanuj Vajpari, saw the body lying 
there, ll was about 9.4S pm." Also 
present were sepoy Harish Chandra 
Mishra, Ram Lakhan Bajpai (Mr Ba* 
ipel's guard) and the Congress(l) 
block ^ef. A group of Congreisd) 
workers was also there. They kept 
shouting, "Sanjay Mencfi walon ne 
marwM diya (Rasbrriya Sanjay 
Manch wwkers have killed him) ” 
and threatened to take photographs. 
They were abusing (he security 
guard loudly (Bajpai) for not protect* 
iP| the candidate. 

Incidentally, Mr Bajpai had him* 
sell asked his two security guards not 
to bother about shadowing him. "I 
ao an old man, why bother about 
me?” he said. "And when security 
guards have killed the Prime Minis* 
ter herself, how will you protect 
me?” he is reported to have told 
them. "As we stood there," Mr Ver* 
ma went od, "the police took down 
our names end the names of some 
▼iUegars from Pahurawan; 20 to 25 in 
all. We stayed there. Afterwerds, the 
station officer of Bacchrawen police 
station, Rem Deo Mishra, and I^ihak 
arrived. Mishra told Pathek to go and 
intorm Che family while he waited. 
Patbak took the police jeep. We 
waited. We were there a full cwo*and* 
■•half hoisrs. The body remained 
where it was, in exactly the same 
condition as we saw it, wlwn we came 
it was getting cold. We came away." 
Hr Verma said he never imagined a 
dispute to rise over a body that had 
beCT lying dead for eo long in full 
public view from 7 pm in the even* 
ing. And hence he had not found the 
necessity of recording evidence on 
the spot. A group of iUshtriya Sanjay 
Manch Wickers who bad received a 
calephone call in Rae Bareili from 
BsKchrawan drove down to the Bac* 
duawan police station around 11 pm. 
Among them was Ram Bardhan 
Singh, Fannanand Mishra and 10 or 
15 others. At the police station, they 
found a crowd: the body lay in the 
jeep and the police were not allowing 
anj^e near it. they say. "This group 
was later joined by another group 
induding our candidate from Rae 
BareiU. Mr J.N. Mishra, " <iid Mah* 
eah Sharma, a parry worke iliis was 
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around 12.30 an. 

However, after seven] hours ai 
3. IS am on 24 December 1M4, ia 
between 12.30 am and 3.15 an Mr 
Mishra had taken away Kanala Devi, 
Mr Bajpai’s widow, to a friend’s 
house to console her. When the group 
returned to file the report around 3 
am, the body was gone. The family 
alleges that the S? of Ree Bereili, 
Rejendre Sin^ Dhillon, had taken it 
away to the district hostel around 
one Bin. Of course, the official ver* 
sion is entirely different. It rests on a 
few premises, each of them vital. 
That the body was discovered on the 
road in a critical state between 11 pm 
and 11.30 pm on 23 December 1904 
by the Bacchrawan polkef it was 
taken first to the police station, then 
to the PHC, where no doctor wet to 
be found, end then beck to the police 
station and later to the district hos* 
pital at a little before 3.10 am; that 
Mr Bajpei died at $.50 am on 24 
December 1984; chat it Is not the 
common practice to keep a record of 
time in such cases and that getting a 
body to hospital is not just e simple 
matter—even if the nearest hospiceJ 
is just 30 kms away (it might even 
take over three'and*ehalf hours>« 
and chat even if e person is alive end 
found with a head injury from which 
he is profusely bleeding. It does not 
matter much if his neck and hands 
and feet are tied with rope or electric 
wiring for any length of time end of 
course, giving over deed bodies— 
whether they be of pariiamentery 
candidates or anyone else—to the 
next of kin after a post mortem when 
the family is screaming for it is best 
avoided in controversial cases, where 
bodies are best burnt up quickly and 
all records sealed. 

G etting to R.$ Dhillon, SP, was 
difficult. A telephone call to his 
residence brought the reply. '*Ke has 
gone out with the DIG and we cannot 
say when he will be back." A visit to 
his residence wu mote fruitful. The 
policeman on duty said he was in fact 
at home all day. 3^ Dhillon himself 
ajpolo^ed. Asked if the invesc^a* 
tions into the murder of Mr Bajpai 
and the kidnapping of his neph^ 
had yielded any result, he said. ‘‘Mo. 
We get to know anything only when 
we are in touch with the CID which is 
handling the case." What was his 

version of the events of December 

23-24 1984f ‘‘The body, was found 
between 11 pm and 11.30 pm approx- 
imacely. The stabon officer at Bac¬ 
chrawan picked him up and brought 
him to the thane from where he was 
taken to the Rae Bareili hoepital." 
When exactly? "We cannot say; he 
picked him up, from there be went to 
the thene and from there be went to 



the PHC. There was oo doctor there 
so be brought him back (to the the¬ 
se). Then he brought him to the 
district hospital. "Does be not have • 
precise idee of when exactly he vi¬ 
sited these places with the body? 
That we cannot say (smiles). It is not 
something that everybody records et 
i^t diM. From 11.^ pm to 3.10 am 
we cannot pinpoint wbai happened, 
3.10 am was the time of entry in the 
registers of the hospital emergency 
department. Obviouky it was takeo 
to the hospital a little earlier. What 
condition was Mr Bejpei in when he 
was found at 11.30 pm? "His hands 
and feet were bound. And he bed a 
bead injury.” Was he aware ot the 
electric wiring around bis neck? "No, 
es far as f know the bands and feet 
were tied.” Was there a deep gash on 
his light temple? "There was e bead 
injury but I am not sure exactly what 
was the oarure of the injury. After 
3.10 am be was given proper treat¬ 
ment for several hours.” But where 
was die question of treuiing a person 
who as his vridow and dau!^(er had 
been informed by the local police 
had been murdered, and whose dead 
body the police had taken the f amiK 
to see? How could he insist that such 
a perstm was alive, when his family 
al^ with the police were satiified 
be was deed? The reply was cold. 
"We are nobody to decide whether a 
persoB is alive or dead. It is the 


doctor who decides, "tltue. But even 
if the person was alive, why leave 
him in that state for so long—from 
11.30 pm to 3 am? "Mo. The distance 
from here (Rae Bareili) to Bacchra¬ 
wan is about 35 kms, and all this 
takes titoe. It Is very easy to say for 
four hours or three-and-a-half hours 
what you were doing. The point is if 
somebody first tells you that some¬ 
body is lying three kms from here, 
you travel for three kms, look 
around, then you go back to get 
another vehicle. You go there and 
pick him up from there. Then from 
there you...it’s not something that’s 
clodmork." But why was he 

not freed of his beads for long? Could 
that affect his state? "Mo. If his 
hands and feet were tied it had 
nothing to do with his head injury.” 
Indeed if it is true then that Mr 
Bajpai bad died much earlier...as 
scores of people who have seen him 
claim (and one is not speaking of a 
point of law>—and the death certifi¬ 
cate gives the wrong time, can the 
post mortem report be considered a 
proper reliable document? If it can¬ 
not, can the police be depended upon 
to find out Mr Bajpai’s killers, their 
motive and the sussing Vijty Shuk- 
la’s whereabouts and thus do justice 
to tba bereaved faaiily? Moubly, 
neither the CID nor the Bacchrawan 
polkeaade any proaress so far. 
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Out of the World 


Three-day meet of god men in DeJhi 


a 


u wail a few moments. 
Piiot Beba will go into 
righr afre/ 
tea..." said rhe lady 
with the iMCtinA eyvte^he« and the 
hift eye« which had, accmding to 
(heir owner. **drunk in the beauty of 
meditatiun.'’ 

It was tea break on the cold, ton/y 
morning of 19 Ifenuary 198S shonly 
after (he inauguration of the three* 
day international conference on spir¬ 
itual renaissance, organised by Bhar 


ai Nirman. We stood in (he sea of 
ftajnoesh orange and magenta, the 
less startling saffron of lesser inter* 
national gurus, the miik'wKite safari 
suit and electric blue badges and 
trimmings of the man from Fiji, the 
brown and saffron of the Buddhist 
monks and the lush Kanjeevaram 
splendour of the many women 
attending or part of the organising 
crew of the international festival of 
spiritualism. There were Hindus. 
Jains. Buddhists. Sikhs, Jews. Sufis. 


Muslims* Rajneeshees, Bahai's, disci¬ 
ples of Mahesh Yogi, Tibetans and 
the omnipresent Brahmakuaahs, 

It was an all*out effort to put 
spiritualism in its right place, The 
tnauguraijon was done no lass by a 
personaga than tha union minisur of 
steel, coal and mines, Vasant Bathe. 
Dr Magendn Singh, a judge in the 
Inlet national Court of Justice, was 
the chairman of the reception com* 
mittee. The valedictory address was 
delivered by Dr M.L Shahire, chair* 
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man of the Union Public Service 
Conunissioa. And the distinguished 
speaker, addressing this conference 
to a packed Mavlankar haJl (filled 
with lawyerSi judges, bureaucrats or 
the ''literate’' as one of the parrtci* 
pants described the audience) was 
India’s vice-president and former un* 
ion minister for defence. R. Venk- 
ataramen. 

But to get back to the main event 
that day which was Pilot Baba going 
into sBmadhi for 72 hours. That was 
taking place backstage On stage, 
were some people from industry and, 
of course, a sprinkling of star swa* 
miS'. the Flying Swami from Canada 
(originally Kerala). Taj Baba from 
Brindaban, Mahatma Sampoorna 
Nandi. Brahmakumari Chan* 
dramenjj, Yogi Manohar Harkari and 
others. 

Formerly an air force pilot. Pilot 
Baba (who was earlier flight lieute* 
nant Kapil; he flew in the Pathankot 
sector for the air force during the 
196S war) went into samadhi a little 
before lunch: at one o’clock to be 
precise. The black curtain rose a few 
minutes before f.OO pm. Behind it 
was a wooden airtight rectangular 
box. six feet by four feet in site. 
Three of its ^ides were wood while 
the front panel was made of glass. 
Pilot Baba stepped into what was 
going to be his home fur three days 
and two nights and immediately put 
himself in the "relax" pose. He was 
out of the material world within 
seconds. While people noisily tried to 
ht the back panel, he went deeper 
within himself 

Meanwhile, the conference con¬ 
tinued. The next day’s Highlight was 
Taj Baba, who had some words of 
advice about the right kind of gastro- 
nomical diet. But he did something 
quite dramatic: he put most of the 
audience, in the words of one of the 
organiacrs, "into a deep state of 
meditation.” Another participanv 
bad used the word "trance " Elabo 
rated the articulate voung lady 
again: "The kuftdah'nt was 
awakened. It was like a torch being 
shone on the eyes, I had tears in my 
eyes when Baba took people into 
meditation. It was as if we were 
being churned inside. The soul feels 
it is Ming cleaned.” The Baba’s diet¬ 
ary description for health, mind and 
body was not chat easy lo follow. Nu 
food before noon and that too only 
salads, sprouts and juices. Pilot 
Baba, who at 70 looks at least 20 
years younger, advised the people to 
choose only lentils, vegetables and 
chapet/i. The Baba was. however, an 
optinist. Hi compared the state ol 
the world to a "bad tuminv.” It would 
all be worked out of the system, he 


said. Hie toofao of sex and violence 
would blow over. 

On the final day we heard the 
Flying Swami, who has a little plane 
he flies for peace and nuclear dis¬ 
armament. Last year, the plane could 
not take off from one of the Indian 
cities because the petrol was not 
pure enough. The Swami with his 
large following even tried to per¬ 
suade Sam Jamail Singh Bhiodran- 
wale to follow the path of peace. The 
final day was aUo when Pilot Baba 
was to emerge from his tSJBadhL His 
last words to us before he had gone 
into the wooden box on 19 January 
were: "See you on the 21st." The 
Baba looked much the same when he 
came out. He said that he could 
"preserve” bis energy, ideas and 
thoughts "as in a freeser" and when 
he emerged, it seemed he had dona 
just that. 


At the end of the spinlual confer 
ence, Bharat Nirman passed some 
resolutions: the decision to launch a 
spiritual movement throughout the 
country "to control violence, hatred, 
disunity, disintegration,” according 
to the press release issued by the 
conference convener M.C. Bhandari. 
But clearly many among those who 
ettended the conference had not 
"surrendered to the divine” as had 
the dynamic oi^anising secretary, 
Dilraj Bedi. Bedi had even taken a 
group of 11 womor from the Taj 
Health Club to a spiritual retreat in 
Rajasthan last March. Meditation 
apart, the portly ladies of the club 
actually lost from three to five kilo¬ 
grams of weight each. Said Bedi, **lt 
was cold but we were sweating in the 
ardour of our meditation, we were 
burning our calories.” 
ma0mMH, New MM 
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Captain Rajiv 


In the concluding extract from his 
book.rhe Nehrus and the Gandhis: 
An Indian Dynasty fpublished by 
Pan Books in association with 
Chatto and Windus and distributed 
in India ^ Rupa and ComMny, 15 
Bankim Cnatterfee Street Calcutta 
700 012; price £ 2.50), Tariq Ali 
assesses Sanjay and najiv Gandhi 

as politicians. 



D urinf th< Janica yaan there had been • de* 
lail^ enquiry into Sanity's tiiMmcial deals. The 
Meruti firm had. esped^ybeenscnjtinised in 
great detail, but there was no eridcnce to 
convict. Much of the money that Sanjay had gathered for 
the Congress had, in any event, bitn cash in band 
supplied by the godfethers of the smuggling Industry in 
Bombay. This 'black money' was never registered any* 
where in the first piece, so evidence was not easy to 
obtain. Colonel Anand, Menaka's father wes quesiitmed 
about some of these matters during this period. He had 
been upset and complained lo his friends about the 
indignity. 

Then one day he was found dead, with a revolver in bU 
hand. Was it murder or suicide? He bed left behind a 
cryptic note containing the words 'Pressure Senjay 
Unbearable'. Every media commentator now became a 
lamportry detective. Did the words indicate that Sen- 
jay's pressure on the dead man had been unbearable? 
Was Sanjay preventing him from speaking, the truth in 
court? In that case was the murderer engaged by 
Sanjay? Others argued that Colonel Anand had been 
depressed by the Janata government's ^vssure on his 
young son<in*]aw and that is why he bad killed himself. 
The truth became a matter for conjecture, depending on 
the political views of those who engaged in speculaciDn. 
No evidence was ever found to suggest that the colonel 
had been murdered, leave alone by his son*in'law. The 
press, nonetheless, made sure that the incident left a 
murky impression. They very fact, however, that San* 
jay's guilt was believed by large numbers of ordinary 
people requires no extensive commentary. 

Sanjay was now portrayed as something of an enigma. 
He siiU had his supporters, but they were not large in 
number smongst the intelligentsia, a layer he loathed. It 
is easy to describe him as an assemblage of grotesque 
incongruities: perlfidious end dedicat^; ef»d 

generous^ cruel and kind; crafty and simple-minded; 
intelligent and stupid; villain and hero. The problem 
with this sort of description is that it could easily be 
applied to Hitler or Stalin. It is a mystification, but it was 
in wide circulation during the Nahru>Candhi family's 

E ars in exila. In fact Sanja^'s politics ware coherani, 
{ical, but markad a deflnitiva break with the populist 
consensus projacied by the Congress Party. What be 
wanted to do in India was the equivalent of what 


Ihetcher did in Britain and Reagan In the United States. 
The problem was that such a sharp rum in Indian 
conditions might well have provoked a hydraheaded 
backlash, which would have weakened the Indian Fed* 
eration and its political structures. Indira, in her own 
way. was aware of this fact, though she perceived the 
pn^lem with which Sanjay was t^og to grapple. Her 
own solutions were typically pragmatic and their out* 
come was a multiplication of tragedies throughout the 
subcontinent. 

For the 1980 elections, Sanjay, had prepared his own 
complement of new, model Congressmen. He was deter* 
mined to change the physiognomy of the Congreu 
Parliamentary Party and prepare the way not simply for 
his own accession to itffice, but for a totally dinerant 
Congress Party. His friend and colleague, Akber Ahmed 
spelt this out very clearly after Saojay's death. The word 
youth is a code for the new congressman: 

Sanjay was one of the few peo;^ in India who really 
gave youth t chance. In I9M, in both the Parliamen* 
tary and Assembly elections, a aubscanciaJ proportion 
of seats went to youth. In Uttar Pradesh over 200 
seats out of 425 were given to youth. In todays 
politics nothing will get done dll we get rid the 
people wfaoVe been for donkey's years... To build 
India we need a change. And only youth can ebanga 
things... 

Swjay was ont person who wanted to liberate 
Indian industry from the strangleholds that there 
were. He wanted to lay emphasis on agriculture, on 
programmes that would be implemented and 
wouldn't just remain at the pUnaing sta^. 
Sanjay's wife Maneka was a tiny bit more cntical than 
Akbtr Ahmed In her picture bot^ on her husband, sha 
describes how she was sometimes forced to communi* 
cate with him via ■ set of poems. She would write one 
and leave it on his table. One of these was later 
reproduced by her and provides a glimpse of what lifa 
with him must have b^tn like: 

Sanjay Gandhi, forocioui being 
Who never looks without seel^. 

Wboaa facts are almost always ri^t. 

Whose judgments almost always bite. 

Who's so totally work*orianted. 

That he's driven his wife demented. 

With his fact and figures and complete knowledge. 
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And bi» rafuitl to indulge in lolloge*. * 

Sanjty Gandhi computer man. 

Why can't you be more human? 

Sanjay's reply to this was not recorded, ihougli he 
must have relented a bit. for Maneka bore him a son in 
1979, Feroze Varuna. When asked by a reporter whether 
she hid waited long after her wedding to encourage 
binh contrnl. she confessed merrily; 'Rubbish—I wanted 
to wait ten years—this baby's not planned, 1 wanted to 
have my husband to myself/ 

Sanjgy remained extremely busy trying to re*orgenlse 
the country’s politics. Ha still had no official post in the 
government, tmx was behaving more and more as if he 
were the prime minister He was planning a targe'Seale 
purge of the civil 'service in order to replace senior 
'administrators with his Own tested loyalists. He was also 
busy ensuring that his new crop of Congress MPs were 
properly represented in the new government. One 
reason for Ihdira'to wait a longtime to stabilise her 19S0 
Cabinet was because of the relentless pressure from the 
'Sanjay Caucus'. S<^ she would be without Sanjay. and 
Manekg would not regret the lack of family planning 
that had given her young Ferose. 

Jus! prior to the a^rgency. San jay had learnt how to 
f\y and obtafned his pilot's licence. The Maruii disaster 
had cured him of the car-mania. From then on n was 
planes, like Rajiv and Jawaharlal. After the defeat of 
1977, the Janata Government had raketi away bis licence 
on the grounds that he might fly himself and his mother 
out of toe country to escape retribution. He had now got 
li back. A close acquaintance of bb, Karan Thapar. once 
accompanied him as a passenger in his two-seater. It wes 
a terrifying experience as Thapar reported to e London 
megasIne. the Specretor. 

,l remember hying with him on one occasion in a 


single engined pJane, attempting every type of loop 
of which the little aireraft was capable. After ex¬ 
hausting the pleasures of aerial acrobatics, he set dut 
to scare the local peasants wurking in their fields by , 
aiming ihe aircraft straight at them, swerving drama* 
licelly upwards at the last minute Whatever view one 
lakes of such a sport, it requires nerves of steel and 
tremendous self-confidence. 

On June I960, Sanjay Gandhi left 1 Safdarjung 
Road at $.30 a.m. and drove to the Delhi Flying Club. It 
was early, but he wanted to avoid the heat that began to 
envelop the city soon after sunrise. He-had an appoint¬ 
ment with Captain Subhash Saxena. who was going to 
accompany him,on the red Fitts S-2A. a light rwo-seater 
American plane. Saxena had not wanted to fly that day. 
He was due to have a hernia operation and was not 
feeling loo well, but he allowed himself to be persuaded 
by Sanjay. The flying club's chief instructor advised 
San jay not tu fly the Pills, since it had only been used for 
the last few days and had not even been test-flown by the 
club's expert mechanics. *I must lake up this red bird - 
today/ Sanjay had insisted. The discussion had ended. 

I 

The Pitts had been the centre of a long controversy, it > 
I had been despatched to Sanjay as a 'gifp during the 
Emergency, courtesy of the Bricisb-Asian industrialist* 

Swraj Paul. By (he time ii had arrived in India, the 
Congress had been defeated and Janata was in power. 
The new government decided to investigate the 'gift'. 
The American firm panicked and ^id they would 
happily withdraw the 'gift' and re*«xport the plane back 
from India. While the negotiatkms were taking place, 
the Indian electorate had returned Mrs Gandhi to office. 
The whole mveitigation was dropped and the firm was 
happv for the Piiee to become a 'gift' once again. 
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S o on that warm lummar's momini Sanjay and bU 
Jasi'ihan'enihusia^fjc pa$aen^r, Subtiaah Saxena, 
flew into the Delhi $ky Sanjay had clearly wanted to 
impress Saaena, who was an experienced pilot, with his 
flying skills. He flew the plane over Safdarjung Road 
and Willingdon Crescent. Then he started at a th^sand 
feet, to demonstrate a few somersaults. The Pitts never 
came out of nose-dive. It crashed just behind Willingdon 
Crescent into some trees. Sanjay and Saxena died 
instantly. The once and future leader was no more. 
There was a great deal of sympathy for his young widow 
and his grief stricken mother and the infant &y. 

If the truth be told, there were many former victims of 
forced sterilisation and *slum*clearance’ who made no 
secret of their belief that it had been an *act of Cod'. It 
was these people who upheld Voltaire's dictum that: 
'One owes respect to the living. To the dead one owes 
nothing but the truth.' This had been practised in the 
early years after independence. Indian communists, in 
particular, had declined to pay posthumous homage to 
their political enemies. During the late 1950s, CP 
members of the West Bengal Assembly had refused to 
stand in silence and pay homage to dead Congress 
politicians. Apart from the press, there had been no 
outcry. In fact the West Bengal CPI had gained respect 
amongst (he poor for not indulging in seniunental 
hypocrisy. 

Times hud changed. In 1980 it was much more than 
condolences for Sanjay's mother and wife. What took 
place was a grotesgue aci ot hypocrisy. Men who had 
denounced Sanjay endlessly as a 'fascist', a 'Rasputin', *a 
hooligan', who had demanded that Doon School should, 
in honour of Sanjay. be lenamed Goon School, were now 
compeiint with each uther to pay tribute to the departed 
Caesar, 'nie devil was being transformed into a god 
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ChariD Sin^, who had launched a particularly nasty 
and vindictive witchhunt against mother and son when 
they were out of office, said: Tt is a tragedy that a youpg 
man who dreamt about the greatness of this country is 
no more with us.* Atal Beh^ Vajpayee, tuppostdly a 
man of principle, albeit a communalUi and at the helm 
of a semi-fascist parry, declared: 'Mr Gandhi’s death has 
brou^t darkness at noon.* Ilte’other Mr Gandhi had, it 
is worth remembering been assassinated by men who 
were politically inspii^ by Vajpayee’s own meniori. 
Indra^it Gupta of the CPI, a party which had been 
denounced as 'corrupt' by Sanjay declared chat: *A11 
political controverslair are still In the face of death*. The 
other Communist Party’s Chief Minister of Tripura 
announced that Saoiay’s loas was not just that of the 
Congress, but was shared ^ the country as a wholtl 
Given this barrage from his tneniies, the courtiers had 
a hard task ahead of them, but old Kfauibwant Sin^ 
managed a personal tribute, which eitabllsbed a certun 
pattern: 

We bid ferevrell to our young departed leader with 
tears that will take an age to wipe off our eyes. His 
dying has made us rarer gifts than gold (sic). He has 
laid the world away and poured out ibt red wine of 
his youth, and given up the years that were to be his. 
The best tribute the nation can pay him is to create 
the India of his dreams: green with teaming forests, 
cleansed of all the filch in its cicies; with small 
healthy families and smiling happy girls freed of 
worry over their dowries. 

If some enierpriiiag Indian magasine had instituted a 
*Colden CAamcha of the Year Award', there is Uttle 
doubt that the writer Quoted above would have been a 
strong contender for ute title in 1980. 










Saitjay wa$ embalmed for a day while Rajiv and Sobia 
returned from Italy for the funeral Indira had wanted 
him cremated on tht same spot as her father, but at this 
the opposition protested. For Sen jay *s dead body to be 
set ali^t by Raltv on the same spot where the dead man 
had lit his frandfather's funeral pyre? It was a sacrilege, 
said the opposition. Rajiv agre^. Sanjay was burn^ 
well behind the Nehru site. His ashes were sprinkled 
into the Ganges near Allahabad. 

Maneka and her mother, Mrs Anand, felt that as 
Sanjay'i wife, she should succeed him as MP for Amechi. 
Wien Indira asked Akbar Ahmed: 'Who do we put up in 
Amechi?' Senjay's closet friend claims he replied. 'Put 
up Rajiv.' To be given the following answer: 'Don't be 
silly His politics are not like ours. I don’t trust him.' 
When he suggested Maneka's name the response was 
that she had fourteen months to go before she fulfilled 
the age requirement. All this changed the minute Rajiv 
was persuaded to give up flying and enter politics. 
Maneka felt humiliated. San jay's ^w close friends were 
also put out in the cold. Most of them had lost their 
influence overnight, but they accommodated to the new 
situation. 

Sanjay loyalist. Akbar 'Dumpy' Ahmed was angry at 
the defection. Even 'Roly Poly* had gone. *I feel sorry for 
them.' declared Dumpy, 'because they are neither here 
nor there. Ramal Neth just chickened out, poor 
chnp...He was close to Sanjay and should have stood up 
when San jay's people were being isolated and Sanjay's 
name was being wiped out. Now Jagdish Tytier is iusi 
another chemcne in the Congress 'set up*. 

Dumpy tended towards sentimentality. Most of ihe 
Sanjay intake of Congress MPs had been personally 
loyd to the deed man because of what he promised them 
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in terms of politics and economics. Their fondness for 
Sanjay's style wa« not based on any aesthetic apprecia¬ 
tion of the man. but because he promised to defend their 
material interests. Thai had been his main attraction. It 
was, of course, considered tasteless to say this aloud 
soon after his death, but it was said, though not by any 
mainstream publication. In a narrow, old Calcutta street. 
Mott Lane, and old Bengali Marusi intellectual and 
one-time poei. Samar Sen had his headquarters. All he 
did was to produce a weekly magazine, Froniier. He had 
been a sophisticated supporter of the Chinese in the 
years that immediately followed ihe Sino-Seviet split, 
and his magazine had always had to swim against the 
tide of public opinion. After Sanjay's death it was 
Kronrrer which printed an account that would outlive the 
mawkish banalities of almost everything else. It was 
entitled 'What Sanjay Meant’. Its author had preferred 
to remain anonymous. After describing how the streets 
of the city where he was had not betrayed any signs of 
emotion or distress at the news of the heir-apparent's 
death, the auilu>r described how as he was boarding a 
half-empty plane for Delhi he caught a glimpse of 
Sanjay’s men. His account of these men remains the best 
description that I have so fat read. 

The plane was getting ready when there was fresh 
activity. Suddenly new passengers started climbing 

up and pouring m a unending stream of dazsling 
white, freshly-pressed Sanjay suits, each with a 
jagged strip of black ribbon pinned either on the arm 
or the chest. There would at least a hundred of 
them There wasn't a seat left any more, 
they were noisy, these lete entrants to Congres 
politics and ihev talked e lot. Fromitr’t anonymous 
correspondent oWrved them silently. As the plane 
went up. he sreited te pen the following despatch: 










It WM then time to mike a leiiureJy survey. *niis new 
group of 0 hundred end more Senjay suits w^e eJI 
merwhardly a woman-^of between 30 and 45. stout 
and gross, with a fullness of uncouth confidence, 
reeking of Old Spsce, their stomachs round and right 
as drums. These were the type ] have seen in 
Andhra*s districts, ovming homes partly aircondi* 
ttoned end barns large as playgrounds, large and 
medium farms of tobacco, rice, oilseeds, new and 
neatly run agroprocessing factories. These were the 
same men I had seen sitting on the boards of 
cooperative banks and other government financing 
institutions engaged in siphoning off money drawn in 
the name of hundreds of real or imaginary small 


beneficiaries, to profitable investments and sbuffling 
them over a wide range of pMtfolios in and away from 
Andhra Pradesh. These were the men who owned 
most of the new medium and small-scale industries in 
town and struck profitable business and marriage 
allisnces in the city, acquired themselves brides in 
the image of Telugu and Tamil films, each bound by 
ties of marriage, caste and inheritance with the older 
geiieratiim which had done well and completed die 
first and most crucial stage of pritnitive accumula' 
tion. They represented the new interacting triangle; 
the landed gentry in the village, the industrial 
entrepreneur in the city and the new intelligentsia 
that belonged to both. Few of them in the plane at all 
bothered to sidJ^upjKp ChjuhPA qr.Sa^asimha 
Rao as is cusiogtat^ digpi^|i;ies uavel 

Thty kapc their own company. Wiping out whole 
Harijan villages o.' an evening without batting as 


eyelid was as much in the day's work to tfiam ^ 
buying off <)uietly and without fius a hundred con* 


places on cbe plane to Uelbl at 12.S5. Toe point in 
either case was to do it e^iciestly, if need, be 
ruthlessly, and without fvaa. Matwc^ and under* 
standing, understanding and network. 

Sanjay was dead. His political proiect, however, was 
very much alive. And so was his wtfa. 


W hen Saajay's death took place, his brother Raiiv 
bad been sittiBi at.the controls of ■ plane tor 



W bad been sittmg at. the controls of ■ plane for 
fourteen years. His friends stated that he was happy. He 
showed no signs of wanting a change. Ha had not baen 
E^icularly ^ppy during the Emergency years. He had 
little time for Sanjay's politics, but had bem helpless to 
do much about it at the time. He toM a friend later that 
he bad not beard too much about the 'eaceises of the 
emergency’, but whatever he hed been told, he hed 
passed on to the other occunants of 1 Sefdarjung Rood, 
who had invanably refuseo to believe him. 

It would be inaccurate to ley that be was clisinteresied 
in politics. He had held certain views, which were 
traditionel in bis circle of friends. He was a liberal* 
democratic supporter of the Congress. Nonetheless both 
he and Sonie were totally opposed to his entering the 
cockpit of Indian politics. At oM point Jonia tnd a. 


cockpit of Indian politics. At oM point Jonia toM a, 
friend that ^ wmud raiMr Hak clUidiva tef^ed in ihi 
streets than that Rajiv entered poQtrcs. %e, prebably 
much more than him, regarded pities as filthy, corrupt 
and riddled with sycophants, whom she disliked intense* 
ly. There wes, after ell, no shortage of them at 1 
Mdarjung Road. Wbeth^ or not she ever mede the 
comparison between her native Italy and India Is not 
known, but there were many similarities between the 
Indian Congress and the It^lan Christien Democraci. 
Both parties were in the grip of venal politicians. Both 
were heavily depended on both extending and raceiv* 
ing patronage. And then there was the link with the 
underworld. The Christian Democrats were linked to the 
Mafia. The Congress was financially in debt to its Indian 
counierpira. ^litical protectionism was practised in 
both instances. 

Sonia bad not yet exchanged her Italian passport for 
Indian nationality. After the electoral blow of 1977, 
JUjiv had informed his mother that he and bis family 
wanted to leave India for a time and settle in Italy. This 
aneouncenigm had created a peraoaal 'briris in the 
household. Indira had ^eidbd frit^beth df tbaM'noi to 
leave her af this time. 6be had da^ that 4ha ddald hot 
boar being without her grandchildren. His mother's 
pleas had changed Rajiv's miod. San jay's cronies 
alleged that Rajiv and Sonia had regar^d the post* 
Emergency debacle as a catastremhe end had not be* 
lieved that the family's pobtical fortune could aver 
recover after such a stunning blow. Riiiv hid not 
panidpated in the electioo cempalgtt of IBW, triikh hgd 
been managed by Sisjay. this hid DMtf foSdiaed by tm 
fetal plane crw. An argument had started ovcr'rHe 
Succession and pressure Was to bear on Rajiv. 

There bad been two opposing Tactions. One led’by 
Maneka and ber mother, Mrs Anand, and 'backed by 
Dumpy which saw Maneka as Sanjay*s heiraas, 
would keep the seat warm for her tlDee*mohth«ld son, 
Ferose. It was berdly a secret that the two brothpn and 
their families had not been on the best of terms; 8oltta 
end Maneka, in particular, had not even attempted to 
conceel their mutual dislike. The for the, 

succession'With ill la'groteaQues medlavShtndaiTecMs 
hed started even btfora Sinjay’s uenatioa Tht Man-^' 
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ftka Caucui hid met it Mn A&And’s houie and discussed 
bow to retain its hold on the large block of Sanjey M?s 
and use it as • wedge to press Maneka*s claims. 

Indira Gandhi and her close advisers opted for Rajiv. 
Once they had decided this question, then nothing was 
left to chance. In August I960, barely two months after 
San jay's crash, 300 Congrass MPs called on Rajiv to step 
into his brother's shoes and contest the by>elect»on in 
Amethi. Rajiv hesiuted. He was not even an ordinary 
card<arryiitg member of the Congress. His wife wes stdJ 
implacably hostile to the idea. Several months later, in 
April 19$ I, a respected conservative journalist, Sunanda 
Datta Ray. wrote in The Statesmen* ‘Leaders ^ not 
issue orders from behind their mother's skirts...They 
must operate within the constitutional framework, and 
be answerable to the people for all they do...Mr Gandhi 
should, therefore, eiuier legitimise bis position or be 
seen to surrender all claims to power...Will the real 
Rajiv Gandhi, therefore, pleese stand up and declare 
himself?' 

The following month, Rajiv followed Dstte-Ray's 
advice. He resigned his pilot’s job with Indian Airlines 
and decided to contest Axncthi. The seat had been 
unoccupied for one whole year, a constitutional im* 
propriety since vacant seats need to be filled within six 
months. It had been Nehru's constituency and after his 
death it had been filled by bis sister Vijayalakshau, then 
Sanjay and now Rajiv. Sonia, reconciled to the new 
plans, quietly gave up her Italian nationality. The crown 
princess became an Indian ciiisen. 

In June 19$ 1, Rajiv was alected to Parliament in a 
landslide victory. When questioned about his political 
ideas he tended to be vague, saying that he supported 
the Congress manifesto. .Yet his differences with Senjay 
had not been on fundamenteJs, but on style. He favoured 
free*euterprisc, foreign investments and modemisacion. 
He djslik^ corruption, sycophants and gangsters. The 
problem was that they were not unrelat^. Sanjay had 
discovered this at an early stage end attempted to 
harness (he latter In order to enhance his politico- 
economic project. Rajiv would begin to discover these 
hard facts over the next few yean. Saajey's old friend. 
Dumpy, was enraged by the press descriptions of Rajiv 
as 'Mr Clean', though even he could not make a specific 
allegition about Raji^. What he did say was that: 
During the Emergency, Sonia was involved with Maniti 
Technical Services. If they didn't approve of Maruti as 
they later claimed then she shouldn't have become a 
shareholder. It wasn't just that they wanted to help 
Sanjay. Lerters have shown that, during the Emergency. 
Sonia's brother wanted a liquor contract in India for 
Italy. Sonia's family was involved in business in India, so 
how can they say they were not interested in politics? 

In 1993, Rajiv toc^ a step nearer to the throne when be 
was appointed one bl the general secretaries of the 
Congress Party by his mother. This was his first official 
post in the party and reprasentad a phenomenal advance 
given that be bad been a member for only three years. 
After winning Amethi, Rajiv had tasted the fruits of 
political victory. He confes^ to Trevor Fishiock of The 
Tfaes; 

Yes, I do feel exdted about going into politics. But 
dauatod, too. Look at the people in this constituency. 
They have so IJrde and there is so much to be done. How 
do you begin to make improvements? It will be satisfying 
to tnake progress, but I have no illusions about the 
difficulties. 

He told Isn Jack of the Suitdty Tiams that be wanted 
to attract a new breed of person to MUtic^intelligvi, 
westernised young men with noa-leudal, non<ritninai 
ideas, who want to make India prosper rather than 
merely ^tmselves.' 


R ajiv’s politics may not have been too different from 
those of SaDj8y*s. but he rapidly made it clear that 
his brother's followers would not find much room in the 
new set'Up. Instead he relied on a tlghcly-knit group of 
old friends, not too different from himself. Rejiv Dhar, 
the son of the late D. P. Dhar, a Kashmiri Brahmin, and 
cme of the country's most distinguished post*1974 civil 
servants, had been a friend of Rejiv's for a long time, 
nten (here was the Doon School/Cambridge connection. 
Arun Singh, was a scion of a princely family and a senior 
company executive with Reckitt and Colman. He had 
been • close personal friend at Cambridge, where he had 
imbibed his liberalism. 'Oh, we were the Beetles genere* 
lion', be told an intervievrer from Bombay's Jmpnni 
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magazine. He confessed that life as a business 
executive had become dull and boring. Rajiv's political 
turn bad been an ideal moment for him, too, to change 
professions. Arun Singh became a political assistant to 
the future Prime Minister, but expressed the hope that 
be would soon end up in Parliament, which institution he 
regarded as ‘being fundamental to democracy'. From the 
Nehru family, a cousin, Ama Nehru, had already been 
elated ro Parliament from Rae Bareilly. Indira hu told 
an acquaintance that: The people of Rae Bareilly are 
not happy witixout a Nehru.' Arw had been found and 
elected. He became another member of the charmed 
dreit. It was the t%vo Aruns who, more than anyone else, 
helped Rejiv to take important decisions such as the 
auction of scats for the December 1984 general 
eJecCioos. Sanjay*! advisers had included strongmen 
from the countrj^e. Rajiv's sen were urban universl* 
ty*gradueies. with a techoocretk bent. Their affe<tion 
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for compurer<pr«dictions and tala vision electoral can* 
paigns did not endear them to the more cautious 
members of the A*team. The ethos of Rajiv Gandbi and 
his friends was spelt out by Arun Singh as follows: 

All the people I know have certain basic things in 
common. We're all Indians first; we are all secular 
Indians by any definition. Irrespective of what anybody 
might say. we operate on a very high level of integrity— 
personal integrity. Tm not only talking about money, for 
after all. money is only one if the aspects of personal 
integrity. Let’s say we have a fairly high moral standard, 
snd I think these are assets. 

In December 19fi3, Rajiv was presented to the Con* 
gress delegates in Calcutta as the future leader of the 
country. The city itself had been festooned with pictures 
of Indira and Rajiv, which fought for space on the walls 
with the advertisements for Hindi movies. There was 
also a poster of Rajiv on his own. with the ftdiowing 
caption underneath: ‘Tod9y*s Leader, Tomorrow's 
Hope’. One could not help feeling chat the Congress's PR 
men had goi ihis slightly wrong and it should have read: 
'Today's Hope, Tomorrow's Leader’. 

The only irritant in this regard had been the public 
campaign launched by Meneka Gandhi, San jay’s widow, 
against Rajiv. Maneka had left 1 Safdarjung Road in a 
blase of publicity. She told the world that har mother in* 
law hat^ asked her to leave and she paraded herself and 
her son as the wronged members of the family. The truth 
was somewhat different. Ever since Rajiv’s decision to 
onter politics, Maneka had been plotting har revenge. 
She had met leaders of certain opposition groups and 
had decided (hat she would try and break skniey*t 
followers from the Indira Rajiv Congress Party. It was 
widely known that she was out of favour, but Mrs Gandhi 
had not taken any decision to expel her from 1 Sefdar* 
Jung Road. Maneka had been complaining bitterly to 
everyone who listened that she was being ilUtreated and 
ignored by her mother-in-law. When she was asked why 
she did not leave the house and set up her own 
establishment, she used to reply that timing in such 
matters was crucial. In March 1962 she had finally | 
walked out, after discussing the matter in some detail 
with members of the BJP (the former Jan Sangh). 
Immediately after her departure she announced the 
creation of the Sanjay Forum', which she said would 
work for 'socialism, secularism and ^raocracy', none of 
which had been the strong points of her late husbend. A 
year latet she formed a political perty and named it the 
Rasbtriya San jay Manch (National. Sanjay Organisa¬ 
tion). She also announced that she, Maneka, would 
challenge the dynasty ai Amethi. She would fight Rajiv 
bitterly for the succession. The Manchies gained a few 
successes. Dumpy was elected to Parliament in e ^- 
election and the Congress began to take Maneka senous- 
ly. She also began to appear at the opposition conclaves 
and many opposition leaders saw in her a speciabsed 
instrument which could be used to damage Mn Gandhi 
and her son. Certainly Rajiv and Sonia began to visit 
Amethi regularly after Maneka’s challenge and a lot of 
money was poured into the constituency in the form of 
welfare projects. Maneka's main angle at political rallies 
was to present herself to the poor peasants as a wronged 
widow, cast out on lu the streets by a tyrailnlcal 
mother-in-law and under the cold eyes of her late 
husband’s cruel elder brother and his femign wife. This 
simplistic morality tale was largely a fiction, but it did 
have an initial impact. The rows between Mrs Gandhi 
and Maneka over the share of Sanjay*s estate and over 
Mn Gandhi's legal rights to see her grandson, kept the 
dispute public. This was used with great effect by 
Maneka in her public campaigns. In her own way, 
Sarijey’s widow did reveal a certain political flair and 


gustmesa, albeit or a somewhst undesirable variety. 
With her mother-in-law’s assassination, she has lost the 
most inportaiit electoral card in her possession, but she 
still pMsesses the Gandhi name. If Indian polirics.-t«ere 
to continue for the rest of this' decade in theaeme way as 
they have since 1980, Maneka might be able to ei^loii 
her dynastic ’connections far more blatantly than can be 
visualised at the present moment. 

In the meantime the men of the Beatles generation 
were beginning to grasp the scale of the problems 4hat 
confronted them. It was not just the massacres in Assam, 
the widespread outbreak of communal rioting in places 
like Bombay or the threatening clouds over the Punjab. 
It was the state of the Congress Party. The fornier US 
Ambassador to India, J. K. Galbraith, bad during 
Nehru’s lifedme referred affectionately lo rhe Indian 
political system a* an advanced form of ’organised 
anarchy’. The Congress Party had by now become an 
undiKiplined anar&y. Sanjay’s death had undoubtedly 
left a vacuum. One of the nastiest demonstrations of this 
was the conference of the NSUl (National Students 
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Union of India), the student wing of the Congress, in 
Nagpur in September 1964. The Congress students had 
become well known and well fesred since the late 1970s 
as hooligans without a leash. Sanjay had controlled them 
for a while, but not for long. The Nagpur gathering was 
scheduled for only 20,000 'students.’ An extra fifteen 
thousand liad turned up Different groups within the 
Congress had mobilised their supporters in a show of 
strength designed to advance their claims for parliamen¬ 
tary representation. 

Aese 'delegates* were not in the least bit interested in 
cbe speeches. They looted the shops, raided the liquor 
dens and fought each other in the brothels. The ordinary 
people of Nagpur were horrified. Young women were 
molested and there were a number of reported incidents 
of rape. The Bombay president of the NSUl, a decent 
young man, declared that be was extremely won Jed for 
the safety of (he women deleguies and sent them back 
home. Tlie press reports were too detailed for any 
Congress ieader to rebut the truth. 

Indira tried to blame the rowdyism on the 
opposition, by stating that the RSS had inhltrated the 
session to discredit the government. This was conve¬ 
nient, but false. Wbat had happened was not so different 
from the AlCC session of Congress adults in Calcutta in 
December 1963. Only the seme was much bi^ar. The 
explosion finally came in the Punjab 'Operation Blues* 
tar* was successful, but the cost was heavy. India’s Prime 
Minister was assassinated by her own Punjabi body*, 
guards. 
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Cion campaign for the Lok Sabha in 
December. NTR raised the subject av 
every public meering to show how his 

E overnment*s popular policies were 
eing stalled. The state Congress(I) 
has now woken up to the impact of 
the ordinance on the public. As a 
senior Congressd) leader bitterly 
complained, both Ram Lai and Dr 
Shankar Dayal Sharma have be¬ 
tween them given the Telugu Desam 
party 29 seats in the Lok Sabha. 

This has led to the extraordinary 
situation where Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar 
Reddy, the state Congressd) chief 
has claimed thdt the state unit of hU 
parry was nor sure of the Governor's 
intentions as circumstantial evh 
dence showed that the Governor was 
not impartial and his actions had 
**fflarTed the chances of the Congres* 
sfl) party in the Assembly eJectiuns.*' 
Tht Congressd) has bean bitterly 
opposing the state government's de¬ 
cision to do away with the system of 
parttime village officers to the ex¬ 
tent of stalling the government bill 
on the subject in the Upper House 
where they have the majority. But 
the parly has suddenly changed its 
stance and urged the Governor not to 
stand on ’‘some legal formality** for 
not issuing the ordinance. The 
APCC(I) chief has now begun claim¬ 
ing the credit for the scheme saying 
that the idea of abolishing the here¬ 
ditary posts was first mooted and 
initiated by the Congres$(l). 

The stale government Hrst issued 
an ordinance on 6 January 19B4, 
abolishing the posts of village offic¬ 
ers. The government bill on the same 
subject was passed by the Legislative 
Assembly but the Congressd)* 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


Caught in the Crossfire 


Governor earns the wrath o/TeJugu Desam and Cangresstt) 

There are three ordinances which 
have lapsed alter the state Asaembly 
was dissolved. These relate to the 
abolition of the posts of village offk- 
erSi formation ^ the revenue nan- 
dM3$ in the state and the amendment 
of the Andhra Prades)^ Payment of 
Salaries Act to remove the Jisqual- 
ilication on a member of the state 
Legislature from holding the chair¬ 
manship of a state government cor¬ 
poration. It is the ordinance regard¬ 
ing the village oflicers which has put 
the stale government in a difficult 
position and has generated the max¬ 
imum controversy, for the former 
village officers hive moved a peti¬ 
tion in the High Coun on the plea 
that the ordinance removing them 
from their post had lapsed and has 
not been revalidated. 

This is the second time in a short 
period that a Governor's actions have 
become a sub|ect of major con¬ 
troversy in the state. In August 1963. 
the then state Governor Ram Lai had 
been swamped by the controversy 
over his arbitary dismissal of N.T. 
Ramarao's ministry and insullation 
of the Congressd) supported govern¬ 
ment of Nadendia Bhaskara Rao. The 
controversy escalated into a month¬ 
long agitation iti the state by the 
Telugu Desam party led by NTR and 
supi^cd by ilk national opposition 
parties. The puMic uproar and the 
sustained campaign for NTR was 
highly embarrassing and Ram Lai 
was recalled to be replaced by the 
veceren Congress leader. Dr Shankar 
Dayal Sharma. Though the Assembly 
session was called within a month, 
Bhaskara Rao could not prove his 
majority in the House within the 
period of one mcrntb allotted to him 
when he was sworn in by Ram Lai. Dr 
Sharma dismissed ibe Bhaskara Rao 
government on these grounds and 
requested NTR to form the new gov¬ 
ernment on IS September 19$4. 

Initially, there was much goodwill 
between Dr Sbarme and NTO after 
the Governor’s smooth handling of 
the state’s i^itical affairs in a rrou* 
bled period, leading to NTR’s rein* 
steUation as chief minister. However, 
the goodwill dissipated rapidly when 
Dr Sharma refuel to sign tlm ordi¬ 
nances recommended by the state 
cabinet after tha Asttmbly had been 
diSMlved. The Governor’s aoiott was 
an important iasue during the elec* 


T he Andhra Pradesh government 
and the Governor are at logger- 
heads again. For the second time 
within six months e delegation of 
Telugu Desam legislators called on 
President Zail Singh regarding the 
concroveriial actions of the state 
Governor. In August 1964, N.T 
Ramerao led his group of Telugu 
Desam MLAs to Rashtrapeti Bhavan 
In Delhi to protest against Governor 
Rom Laps dismissal of his govam* 
ment and to demonstvata that he had 
the support of a majority of the 
members of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly It is now Ram I^l’s successor as 
Governor of Andhre Pradesh, Dr 
Shenker Dayel Sherma, who Is 
embroiled in a political controversy 
in the state with the APCC*(I) presi¬ 
dent accusing the Governor of bolv 
nobbing with the Telugu Desam lead¬ 
ers and acting in their interests while 
the state government is in an in- 
Teasingly embarrassing position re- 

E rding some ordinances which have 
seed and which Dr Sharma ha* 
refused to repromulgate. The newly 
elected Telugu Desam Members of 
Perliament met the president to ex 
plain the situetiun which has arisen 
because uf the Governor’s refusal to 
sign the ordinances recommended by 
the state cabinet. 
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domiaaced Legislative Council refer¬ 
red the Bill 10 e select committee. 
The ordinance wet rcpromulgated 
four times end the last revelidation 
lapsed on 6 December, 1984. Some of 
(he parttime village officers 
whose services had been terminated 
by the ordinance moved the AP High 
Court pleading that they be allowed 
to continue in their posts as the 
ordinance was no longer in force. The 
poit's part.time village officers were 
earlier hereditary posts, called pst- 
warj and pare/ in the Telengana 
region and Jremam and munsi/f in 
the coastal districts of the state. The 
village parwart and karnam were the 
cusi^iani of the village land records 
and controlled the revenue account* 
ing. Together with the police, the 
pare/s and munaifU who adnuus- 
tered the police functions in the 
village, the part*time village officers 
were the leaders of the village. The 
Talugu Desam government's decision 
to a^Ush the post and appoint full* 
rime villaga assistants in their place 
has been a welcome move. It was 
designed to break their age^ld hold 


on the village administration. 
However, it disrupted the traditiooa] 
village caste power equations which 
the Congr^l) perry believe was 
done to strike at their power base in 
the villages. The Coogresefl) have 
been vocal in their opposition to the 
abolishing of the vilta^ officer sys* 
tem and also the formation of the 
revenue rnmndal scheme to replace 
the peodiayar samxris. But (1 m re* 
sponse to NTR's making the subject 
an election issue has forced the ^n- 
gressil) to reconsider its position. 

Iniiially, the state govenuDont was 
given to understand that the Gov* 
ernor was not incimed to revalidate 
the ordinances as the cabinet was 
only a caretaker ministry and, there* 
fore, not empowered to take any 
policy dedsioQS. Mr Ramarao coun* 
tered that it was only the reprom* 
ulgation of the existing ordinances 
which had been revalidated before 
and as such did not involve any 
policy decision. As the stalemate 
dragged on for over a month the 
chief minister wrote to Dr Sharma 
that his refusal to repromulgate 


the ordinances would amount to the 
executive usurping the powers of the 
Lagislarure. For. it would mean that 
the Village Officers Ordinance would 
have been repromulgated six times, 
^e practice of promulgating ordi* 
nances and repeatedly revalidating 
(hem had been criticised by the 
courts as the provision to issue ordi* 
nances was to be used only for spa* 
ciil occasions. The Governor has 
raised e point regarding (he constitu* 
lional propriety of overusing the pro* 
vision to issue ordinances which has 
some validity in the context of car* 
tain state governments, particularly 
Bihar and the central government as 
well, promulgating ordinances just 
before the Parliament and legista* 
tute session. But. in cbe present case, 
the Bill meant to replace the ordi* 
nance has been passed by the Lower 
House. The state Congreas(]> leaders 
have called on the Governor to 
cooperate with the state government, 
for (hey apprehend that the coo* 
troversy will have its impact on the 
forthcoming Assembly elections. 


KARNATAKA 


Congress(l) Wins Over Critic 

Firebrand legislator Subbioh to support Congress(J/ 


T wo vears ago. even the thought 
would have been blasphemy. But 
politics is best spoken in the present 
tense. When A.K. Subbiah, the fireb¬ 
rand MLC from Karnataka declared 
in the middle of January that he 
would support the Congre^l) in the 
Assembly elections in March, tse ful¬ 
ly justified the prefix that accompa¬ 
nies his name: maverick. 

A K. Subbiah was arguably the 
best opposition politician to have 
graced the Karnataka political scene 
for many years His best days were 
during the Gundu Rao regime be* 
tween 1980 and 1983. when he ex¬ 
posed major scandals including the 
ones which forced Gundu Rao's 
cabinet colleagues. Renuka Rajen* 
dran and C.M. Ibrahim to resign. 
Subbiah had, in fact, terrorised the 
Gundu Rao cabinet in the Legislative 
Council and it was natural that he 
was largely credited with bringing 
(he Gundu Rao government to its 
knees. 

President of (he state BJP during 
the January 1983 Assembly elec¬ 
tions. under Subbiah’s leadership his 
party won 18 seats in the state—its 
highest ever—and lent crucial sup¬ 
port to the Janata Party enabling it 
to come to power. But his woes began 
aoon after when he was hounded out 
of the BJP, allegedly by pro*RSS 
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elements Subbiah comends that 
Ramakhshna Hegde saw in him a 
threat and bad him eased out of the 
BJP in coooivance with the pro-Rl^ 
elements. 

Since (hen. Subbiah performed the 
most ludicrous political tricks to sur¬ 
vive. First, he started a regional 
pany called Kannada Nadu and 
when it began to falter, he innted 
(he matinee idoL Raj Kumar, to join 
him. On the eve of the Lok Sabha 
clectiona, Subbiah joined Charan 
Si ngh's DMK P and was (Knninated all 
India general secretary. But the un¬ 


easy relationship broke up after the 
elections. 

The importance of Subbiah'i sup¬ 
port to the Congressdl is more 
psychological than numerical. In 
fact, Subbiah’s public following has 
dwindled due to his political callts* 
thenics—he contested as a DMKP 
candidate from Bangalore South in 
the recent Lok Sabha elections an|l 
lost his deposit. But his image is 
largely untainted and his reason for 
supporting the Congressd) is that 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has 
b^gtirt cleansing public life. 

But Subbiah also invited ridicule 
by glossing over the corrupt regime 
of Gundu Rao which he himself had 
exposed thoroughly. Said Subbiah: 
"The Hegde government is the most 
corrupt and inefficient government 
Karnataka has ever had. By any 
standards Gundu Roo. Veerappa 
Molly and K.H. Patil are much bet¬ 
ter.** The sutement is apparently a 
product of exasperation. Since bis 
exit from the BJP his political for* 
tunes has steadily gone down. For 
this, Subbiah blames the Janata Par¬ 
ty and Ramakrishna Hegde, who 
‘have undermined his importance and 
stature as a politician tliere is also 
some truth in Subbiah’s contention 
that Hegde has antagonised and 
crushed the very forces that enabled 
the Janata Party to come to powers 
first it was Bangarappa, than the 
Raitha Sangha and now Subbiah. 
How much Siia will cost the Janata 
Party, the coming Assembly elec* 
cioas will show. 
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Fighting for the Farmers 

Shetkan Sangathana prepares for Assembly elections 


T he third CMvention of ihc five 
year o^d Shetkari Sanghatana 
h«]d in Dhuie, 340 kms from Bombay 
on 21 and 22 January was significant 
because of the veiled conciliatory 
postures towards Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi by Sanghatana leader 
Mr Shared Joshi. The mejority of the 
rank and file however, wanted “im* 
mediate and prolong^ struggles" 
and opposed participation in the 
elections, end they made this clear at 
the working session at DhuJe. 

Sharad Joshi said that Pandit 
Nehru with his sophistication ea* 
plotted the farmers by appealing to 
their sense of patriotism and under* 
took industrialisation at the cost of 
agriculture. Mrs Indira Oendlil was 
even more direct in exploiting thd 
fanners. The capital base, he said, 
was increased not only in heevy 
industries but in consumer durables 
during her regime. 

"1 am not against industry" he 
said. The plou^ing back of egh* 
cultural savings into industry is 
necessary, but if must not be at the 
cost of agriculture. The agricultural* 
ists can probably initiate "industrial 
development that would be more 
meaningful to the cotmtry and in 
keeping with the needs of the coun* 
try, said Mr JosHi. 

"Rajiv GandU now wants an ultra* 
modern India and this can only is* 
crease the tension in the countryside 
and this dlKontent could only be 
controlled by dictarorial or fasciii 
means. Disastrous economic policies 
spawn disputes like language croa* 
blei or the Punjab pretuem. There 
will be a reimposition of tighter rule. 
Every aspiring Hitler." Joshi added, 
gets a Parliament House which is 
conveniently burnt down. 

However. Joshi said in a talk later 
that if the young Prime Minister 
accedes to the simple demand of the 
farmers then "we will be vdlUng to 
ravise our stand." Joshi said chat he 
wanted to bring out the fact that he 
had no sympatbes with any partiev* 
lar party. He supported the i^iposi* 
tion candidates omy to cry and see 
that there was seme belance berweeo 
the opposition f^es end the ruling 
petty as li would be in the interest of 
the fapners. the siruetion is diffe- 
rent nojr ot tAp'VMSVf 

majority ihai the culing party got is 
Parliament. . 

Joshi agreed with seme of the 


farmers who said that they could not 
remain totally out of the elections. 
He also said that the farmers should 
know that they can never win elec* 
tions in the present circumstances 
because the g^enuneni. the media. 
TV and radio and the election 
machinery belong to the ruling petty 
and rher^ore the path of agitations 
should be dropped. 

Joshi admitted that since the San* 
ghatana started In 1979. the farmer 
has net gained much by way of 
remunerative prices, but in terms of 
awakening of the farmer to the ex¬ 
ploitation by 'India.* the effect has 
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Deen tremendous. "Agitation is pan 
•«f the education process. There is 
only Me sohirion and that is agricul* 
ture must become paying." he said. 

, Joshi also admitted that (he "farmers 
cannot remain in the trenches all the 
time. At »oiae point of time they will 
have to CM&e out into the battlefield. 
But chat time and place will have to 
be carefully chosen by ibe farmers 
cbemselves." 

The coming elections pose a dilem¬ 
ma to the Sin^etena as it will have 
to diacard their present ambivalent 
position and take a schnd in soat 
way or other. His farmeis belong to 


different political psnies and there 
is pressure from these farmers to tell 
them what should be done in the 
elections. "We have innumerable sta* 
tistical options" said Joshi, without 
spelling them out. "If we do not 
support the opposition parties we 
may resort to measures like prevent* 
ing ballot boxes from being kept in 
our villages." 

Joshi had invited all political par¬ 
ties to come and address the third 
convention of the Sanghatana and all 
the main opposition parties like the 
Congress (S\ the Janata Party, cha 
BJP. the PWP and other organiaa* 
tions like Shiv Sena and Bharatiya 
Congress came to the meeting. 

The Sanghatana which had kept a 
low profile in the last two yaars, 
came into (he limelight during the 
recent Lok Sabha elections when it 
debarred people like Mr Vasant 
.Sathe and Mrs Usha Chaudhari and 
others from entering the Sanghatana 
strongholds and questioned their 
performances in Parliament. Though 
not a single opposition candidate 
supported ^ the Sanghatana won, it 
claims that it helped to reduce 
margins by which the Congrass(I) 
won. especially in the case of Mr 
Vasant Sathe, Mr Gulab Nabl Asad 
end Mr Vairale. This impression was 
reinforced by the presence of the 
opposition leaders who. despite their 
resentment against Joshi were pre¬ 
sent at Dhule in the hope of getting 
his support. Whether this was Joihi's 
ploy to get the opposition leaders to 
demonstrate to the farmers the clout 
they (the farmers) wielded, or 
whether he was seriously intaresmd 
in supporting diem, is difficult to say. 
The point Is that he has put almost 
impossible conditions to them for the 
Sangharana's support. He has said 
that the opposition should put up one 
candidate under one symbol, one 
manifesto and one leader. 

Against this demand, and hii 
vaguely perceptible "give Rajiv a 
chance" line. Mr Joshi is still keep¬ 
ing his options open. He has 
appealed to the Prime Minister to 
include the farmers* demand as the 
llch point to his tan point program¬ 
me which even include cleaning tba 
Ganga. "The fanners too, are bun* 
gry." he said. 

"Not all farmers are prosperous,” 
Joshi emphasised. "Prosperity is con¬ 
fined to farmers ^vbo are on the 
nilicig party’s bandwagon, the poU* 
tical farmers or those getting the side 
effects of political patronage like the 
legislator, chiefs etc. Otherwise, the 
bulk of the farmers of India, for all 
the sweat and toil he puts into cha 
soil, gets back only indebtedness.” 
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Another Sweep? 


The Congress(I) expects a repeat of the Lok Sobha polls 


T he announcement on 22 January 
of the date for the Gujarat 
Aaaembly elections on S March left 
the Opposition in disarray, tn con* 
trair the rulin(^ Coagresa(I), which 
has swept the Lok Sabha elections 
winning 24 of the 26 seats, appeared 
CO be optimistic, even complacent. 

Within hours of the announcement 
of the poll date, most Congreasd) 
men expected their party to easily 
win more than 130 to 13S of the 1S2 
seats in the Gujerac Assembly. But 
opposition leaders did not want to 
predict a result at such an early stage 
and kept harping on the point that 
the elections to the state Assembly 
was a vastly different proposition 
than the national election, implying 
that the ruling party may not do as 
well in the more localised state polls 
as compared to the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions. Even the ordinary voters are 
not too optimistic about an opposi* 
tion victory. Not one of the common 
people this correspondent talked to. 
said that the Congressd) would lose 
the election. 

Even as the poll dace was 
announced, the Congrcssfl) has been 
involved in the process of choosing 
its nominees. After the recent elec¬ 
toral success, hundreds of aspirants 
have been knocking at the doors of 
the Gujarat Pradesh Congress(l) for 
a party ticket. In fact, political 
analysts believe, anti-party activities 
by disappointed partymon could hurt 
the ruling party in the Assembly 
polls. 

The Gujarat Congress(l) continues 
to be deeply divid^ into two camps: 
the followers of the chief minister. 
Midhavsinh Solanki, and his oppo¬ 
nents, led by Jinabhal Dsir>i< ^’ne- 
time mentor oi Mr Solanki. The party 
high command had taken the easy 
way out in selecting candidates for 
the 26 Lok Sabha seats by retaining 
all but three of its sitting MPs. 
Selecting nominees for the Assembly 
elections is much more complicated 
because all the 142 sitting MLAs 
would be vying with hun£’eds of 
others fur a ticket. 

In the selection of candidates in 
1980. for both the Lok Sabha and 
Asaembly elections in that year, the 
CoAgreski) had broadly followed a 
policy of nominating candidates from 
among the Kshatriya, Harijan, Adi- 
vati and Muslim <1CHAM) communi- 
(iei as far es possible at they form 
about 70 per cent of the electorate. 


The strategy was successful wltb the 
party bagging 25 Lok Sabha seats 
and 140 Assembly seats. The strategy 
had alienated tht populous fanning 
community of the Patels, who form 
about 20 per cent of the voters but 
their alleoatioA did not cost the Coo- 
gress(t) muck in the Lok Sabha elw- 
lions. 

Almost Mrybody. including chief 
minister iblenki, agreed that the 
Assembly election was altogether 
different from a Lok Sabha election. 
How far the elienaiion of the Patels 
could cost was one of the imponder* 
ables of the coming elections. The 
Solanki faction has been claiming 
that since the CM fell out with Mr 
Darji, he never subscribed to the 
KHAM tbet^. 

However, it was alao true that e 
majority of the sitting Congreisfl) 
legislators were supporters of Mr 
Solanki. Hts support within the 
party could be eroded if the dissi¬ 
dents succeeded in getting e siiable 
number of new feces who did not owe 
allegiance to the chief minister. At 
the time of writing, there was no way 
of knowing how far this could happen 
because the feud between the 
Solanki group and the dissidents has 
been simmering f^ tbe past six 
months. 

The dissidents who suffered a set¬ 
back when most of the sitting MPs 
were renominated for the Lok Sebha 
polls are taking solace from the two 
setbacks for Mr Solanki. Yogendra 
Makwana. a dissideot. was retained 



in the new Rajiv Gandhi cabinet, the 
only representative of Gujarat in the 
central council of minisiera. Then on 
10 Jenuery, C.D. Fatal. MP from 
Surat and a staunch follower of Mr 
Darji was taade a joint secretary of 
the AtCC, again the only such 
eppointment from Gujerac. Never- 
tMlfrss, the dissidents heve to cope 
with the fact that the Gujarat Con- 

r ss<l) leadership is heavily staffed 
Mr Solinki's followers. Barring 
the internal feuds in the ruling party, 
most Congressfl) men are sot 
epprebensive cd going to the polls ir 
March. 

Mr Solanki, who had in September 
1983 sent e detailed note to Indira 
Gandhi on how to strengthen the 
Cuugress(I>‘s image among the poor, 
has already intr^uced a mid day 
meal schema covering some SO lakh 
primary Khool children. He followed 
this up with yet another sop for the 
KHAM electorate. The state govern¬ 
ment has decided to raise to 28 per 
cent of the government Jobs and 
seats in education at institutions for 
socially and educationally backward 
classes. The decision was based on 
the recommendation of a commission 
that looked into the question of such 
reservation since the 1972 Bekshi 
Commission which first introduced 
limited reservation for 82 castes and 
communities judged as backward. 
These were in addition to the sche¬ 
duled castes and scheduled tribes. 
The total reservation of seats now 
goes up to 49 per cent. The govern 
men(, however, did not accept • vital 
recommendation of the Raoe Com¬ 
mission. which suggested that with 
the increase in number of reserva¬ 
tions. a new criteria of occupation- 
cum-income be adopted for deter¬ 
mining social and educational back¬ 
wardness. It said this was not in the 
terms of reference of the Commit-' 
sion. 

Although this was clearly per¬ 
ceived as a voce-catching device, 
curiously enough there has npt been 
much of a public uproar. "Even the 
opposition was wary of alienating the 
lOiAM dassea,** said an opposition 
worker. On his parr, Mr Solanki has 
gone about his work carefully. He 
does not want to alienate the non* 
KHAM classes and the h>W key 
announcement that the quotsrol re¬ 
sets a cions was being raised was 
made by 0«v)i Vanvi, minister of 
state for social welfare. Past experi¬ 
ence shows that the CongresslD has 
done well in the Assembly polls when 
it hesfered well in the Lok Sabhe 
elections. The 198S Assembly ef^- 
liont will probably not be very'-dille' 
rent. 
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THEPOUCE 

At the Receiving End 


The basis of the rocomm^n da lions not 
being implemenred? Tomorrow if J 
warn funds for training, do f have th« 
funds (o do U? If I want mure vehicles 
for police stations to improve mobil¬ 
ity in rural areas to change the 
concept of rural policing altogether 
can 1 have them? If I want to formu¬ 
late programmes vis a vis the press 
and community to implement social 
legislation dn I havu the capacity, 
means and authority? Where does 
the hlamu lie for this? This core issue 
will have to he examined," he said. 


Aii-India session highlights police m^oknesses 


R arely has a uniformed force 
placed its head on the chopping 
block as did the police recently, in 
Bombay during the four^day 18- 
session all-India symposium on 
police-public relations. The function¬ 
ing of the police was roundly criti¬ 
cised during the session which the 
director general of police. Maharash¬ 
tra, Mr K.P. Modhekar, called u 
"novel open house" experiment. 
While guest speaker after speaker 
criticised the police for what Mr M.l*. 
Khatre. special 1C> Maharashtra 
police, summed up as "domineering 
hehavimir." regarding the recruit¬ 
ment of policemen on the basis of 
physical strength and men who are 
corrupt, offensive and on the side of 
anti-social elements." The director oi 
the Bureau of Police Research and 
Development, New Delhi, the con¬ 
troversial Mr P.h Bhinder said 'We 
have discussed our weaknesses, we 
are aware* of them" and added that 
during his 2f years in the police force 
the gap between the police and the 
public is wider than ever before Ho 
said if we can arrest thi< widening 
process, the situation would be consi¬ 
dered satisfactory. 

A very relevant and p«iwerful fac¬ 
tor that emerged on the side of the 
police was that the "police are not 
their own masters." Mr N.N. Virma- 
ni. inspector general of police, 
Madhya Pradesh said that in 26 years 
of his career as a policeman he has 


seen that police-pubhc relations has 
not made much headway as ii ought 
to have, considering the "various 
things expected of the police, the 
sermonising given to the police, pro¬ 
jects stigg^'sied 10 the police for 
taking society m u comprehensive 
mannei * He said **il would be in 
order, tii examine whether the police 
has an opportunity for self- 
evolvemem, a real opportunity to 
change its own course of destiny, its 
actions. Does it really have the 
opportunity lo aspire towards objec- 
lives priijt-ctitl by its masters or the 
sociely^ Kihi* police its own master? 
What are we gvtKng all the blame 
for’" he asked Mr Virmutii claimed 
that in the past 20 years, conferences 
ul mspeiinr generals ot police have 
come up with various recommenda¬ 
tions which have nut been im¬ 
plemented. He said that there have 
even been various commissions tike 
the National Police Commission but 
nothing has been achieved. "Tins 
Focusses attennon on ihe ability of 
the |k>Ik«-. If the police reallv has no 
ability and the real masters lie some¬ 
where else why should we not ex¬ 
amine ihis (|McHion Is it the politi¬ 
cians who do not want the police rn 
change as it wul aot serve their 
pi irpoI s It ot her c i v 11 n«i vices who 
do not want change because police 
power and image will be far loo 
dilferent and that ii will not serve 
their purposes What reallv lies at 


Prof Panwalkur, heed of the de¬ 
partment of community develop¬ 
ment, Tata Institute of Siscial Scien¬ 
ces. one of the eminent speakers, 
wondered if anyone had the answers 
to the questions Mr Virmuni raised 
and added a bit of fuel to the already 
bruised feelings of the police when 
she said; "Our own experience in the 
riot areas of Bhiwandi was that the 
type of confidence peupk expreii^d 
in the army, was not I'xpressed fur 
the police. We are awure thut the 
police force spared no effort and 
took the major hriint of the siiuutiun. 
But is It III do with the all-India 
nature of the army which comes out 
more forcefully as an apolitical sys¬ 
tem, and somehow th>; police are not 
able to project that image because of 
the stale level image’" 

Provoked at the comparison with 
the army. Mr K.S. Dhillon, director- 
general of police. Punjab, said: "Far 
too much emphasis is hemg placed 
on things which are internal to the 
police, but over which the police 
have no control. To say that the army 
is able to do certain things and the 
police not able to do, is really beg¬ 
ging the question, because the army 
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Mismanagement at Jute Mill 


Congi«ss(Ji interference responsible for labour trouble 


T he only iuie mill in Orisi *— 
Konark Jute Limlied—it Dhan- 
manual in Cuttack distnct is io dire 
straits, thanks lo the interference In 
Its working by (he ruling Conaress(l) 
bosses ci the state, purely on politic 
al consideratiofia. ^ up as a joint 
enterprise of (he state •owned Indusi* 
rial Development Corporation of 
Orissa Ltd and the National Coopera* 
live Marketing Federation INAFED) 
in 1979, it has already eaten into heU 
its stodt of capital. The unit 


the unit's bitfesc problem. While the 
public remains unaware of the real 
cause of the problem, the facts avail* 
able during the investigations made 
by this correspondent, reveal the com* 

f Ucity of fhe chief minister J. B. 

atnaik, the local Congress(l) MLA, 
Sitakanta Mohapatra, and some of 
their men in aggravating labour tela* 
tions in their bid to strengthen their 
hoM on the workers for their politic* 
al et>d». The embittered relations 
between the different workers' 
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0(Ha Of IH( CHIEf MINinU. GRhU 

HO. ^ 1 /7 / CM. 
OotadfBtHJboneewoim# the Oct^*ei» 


Shrl Subal Charan Monancy* 
.HOC kl no Fx ee id« nc , 
f^nark Jute Hoxketa* Union. 


X eta deolred to requeat you 

to pXeeae ntet the Chl«£ Hlnieceg on X.Il.lMl 

at 11*00 at hie reelOentlal office. 

You noy pXeaec brlpo with you 

Sri ganjen nrieac Khuntla# Qenerax secretary. 

Shrl Senahente Fetl. Ssceoutive Body >%nber. 

Shrl loxoidhar BehOEO. Office Secretery and 

Shrl Aimhya Kunar Hiexa. Viee^Preeldent of the 

Uoion. , 

Youre |falthfuxiy» 

Pcivete Secretary to 
Chltf Hlnlatex* 


A Mirf :ew»hig fbe chkf mioMcr's ievbhnfimt 
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IS placed in an entirely different 
position in our society. To elucidate: 
in 1962 during the Chinese aggres* 
lion, the army had reached a critical 
Stage but at that bme the govern* 
(nent of India did realise that in* 
lerference in the pdicies and actions 
of the army was going to convert the 
army Into a people who would nos be 
able to defend the country. The 
police reached this critical point in 
197S. during the Emergency It was 
later that a greater awareness 
dawned on the leaders nf society and 
the country that the police should be 
kept away from pressure groups and 
interference because they also play a 
crucial role. Hence the National 
Police Commission was set up. But it 
was soon realised that any change or 
reform is not going to be to the 
advantage either to the political par* 
ties or the civil service. The suffer* 
ints of society at the hands of the 
police, of injustices, the unfairness 
which is obvious in the functioning of 
(he policv are of no consequence to 
political oarties or to (he civil ler 
vices I dare say. because they use the 
police for their own purpose." Mr 
Dhillon said that the seminars on the 
problems of the police have had little 
effect because the problem is beyond 
the capacity of the police. *Who is 
interested in police reform? Not the 
politician, not the civil service, not 
the government If they were in* 
teresied there were many occasions 
end opportunities for police reform. 
We keep on talking about so*caUed 
measures like courtesy week, baby 
kissing by policemen, police clubs, 
etc. Unless the police have the 
esteem of society and of their own 
goverrmenr and of the law of the 
land which accords a very low prior* 
ity and position to the police (hey can 
have little meaning. W'e know what is 
wrong but are unable tu do anything 
about it. We have listened to the 
sociologists, psychologists, intellec* 
tuuls telling its wbar is wrong with 
the police. We know what is wrong 
with us, but are unable to do any* 
thing about, it is not m our hands," 
Mr Dhillon said. 

The time for change tould not have 
been thought of at a more opportune 
time with a young Prime Minister 
trying io take the couotry into the 
tweniy first century, the police, un* 
believably are still governed by The 
Police An of 1861. As one very young 
officer ar the symposium said: 
**The$o seminars are important, but 
more important and imperative is 
the social and economic uplift of 
policemen who are the curting edge 
of the administration, namely, the 
constables 


siructed at a coat of Rs eight crores. 
has so far suffered a loss of over Rs 
Tour crores. WiHi the management 
playing second fiddle to the politi* 
clans, (he mill has worse da^ ahead. 
In fact, plans to have more Jute mills 
in the state have been shelved be* 
cause of the dismal performance of 
Kunark Jute. 

Labour troubles, a creation of the 
ruling parry politicians, have been 


groups have resulted in a series of 

violent incidents, including the muf' 
der of a worker, Darshan Mallick, 
during the last three years. 

It was at the chief minister's inst¬ 
ance that the Konark Jute Shramtk 
Congress was floated under the pres* 
ident^p of Sitakanta Mohapatra in 
1991. The chief minister’s aim was to 
appeasa a section of the dissidents of 
his party, including Mohapatra, who 
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were with the dissident leeder 
Kehnu Cheren Lenka and also to 
crush (he opposition poitticel forces 
In (be area. Then followed efforts to 
bolster the strenfih of Mohapatra’s 
union, which, althouah a minority 
one at the time of its fomation. wa^ 
accorded recognition and foisted on 
the majority of the workers. Despite 
the gross indiscipline and the 6t- 
terioration in the law and order 
situation the union has created, the 
management, at the behest of the 
politicians, has been protecting it 
against the interests of the mill. 

Following a sirika by the rest of 
the workers, initiated by the HMS* 
affiliated Dhinmandal Matdoor 
Sabha on 8 October 1983. Mohapet- 
ra's union forced the factory manage 
ment to run the mill. The officers in 
charge of the mill were not willing to 
run the factory with tha help of a tew 
**rowdy" followers of the union but 
Mohapatra's followers had to be 
allowed into (ho factory after “in 
structions” were received from “Bhu* 
bane8war “ Mohipatra wanted to 
break the strike and browbeat all the 
workers to join his union and a group 
of the union’s members went on a 
rampage in the factory after forcing 
their entry into its premises late in 
the night of 8 October. They abused 
and assaulted the officers after their 


demand lor payment of overtime : 
allowances and supply of free food 
were not agreed to. The geoeral 
manager (works), 8.K. Ghoae, the 
management’s seaiormost repre* 
tentative at the factory was 
threatened and was forced to finally 
concede their demands. However, » 
the police officers present in the 
factory remained silent spectators. 

According to the FIR lo^ed by S. 
F. Pahja, manager <adninistration), 
Konark Jute, at Barchana police sta* 
tion on 9 October, “ll of them fthe 
miscreants) were in a drunken state 
and armed with deadly weapons like 
knives and iron rods.** The FIR 
stated that the mob included Bishnu 
Charan Mohapatra. general secret* 
■ry of the MLA-led union. S. K. 
Ghose in a confidential note lo the 
managing director. Konark Jute, on 8 
March 1984, had pointed out, "the 
prime movers of the hostility” also 
included five of the workers who 
were repeatedly recommended by 
the legislator for recruitment in the 
factory. Mr Sitakanta Mohapatra 
had, on previous occasions, ”insisted 
and pressurised” the management to 
absorb some of the “notorious char* 
acters” in the mill. Mr Chose alleged. 
What was more shocking was the 
presence of two workers along with 
the MLA during talks with the man¬ 


agement to devise ways tn break the 
rival workers' strike. These two 
workers, according to another con* ' 
fidential note on 8 February 1984 by | 
S. K. Ghose, “are marked miscreants | 
end were involved in the case (of I 
hooliganism) of 8 October 1983.” The 
mill's top executive has said, “these 
are the persons on whom tha presi* 
dent of the union (Sitakanta Moha* 
patra) depends for his hoid over the 
workers in the factory.” 

But Mohapatra and his mentors 
and supporters have succeeded in 
their attempts to control the workers 
and the management through ehalr 
strong*arm methods, overlooking the 
effects it might have on the economy 
of (he jute unit. The $even*inomh*ola 
lockout was used to consolidate the 
CongressCD backed union. Tha enrol* 
mant of workers on political coniid* 
erations is continuing. Tha unit, 
according to insiders, is saddled with 
over 600 workers more than the 
optimum level. Though the present 
strength of the workers is about 
2,800, SO out of tha 200 looms of the 
miJI are idle. The unit has a top* 
heavy administration with over 200 
supervisory officials, many of whom 
are posted at Bhubaneswar. Retired 
hands from other orgamsations have 
also been appointed 
That Mohapatra has bean using the 
labour situation for serving his poll* 
tical ends was clear from a letter of 
the general manager (works); “Ha 
(Mohapatra) had also said (during 
talks with tha management) that he 
would not make any move for 
reopening the factory before the 
election of the p$ach%y4t chairman, 
which may be risky for his party.” 
The pressures from tha ruling party 
leaders on the management regard* 
mg recruitment were evident from 
the general manager’s letter to the 
managing director un 20 August 
1983. “I am sending herewith a copy 
of the total numbar of parsons racom* 
mended by S. K. Mohapatra and on 
(he body of the latter (is) written->to 
be appointed as apprentices and 
maedoor^presumably by the Indus* 
try minister himself without signa* 
lure." 

The management had, perhaps, no 
other alternative but to support the 
S. K. Mohapatra’s union since it was 
formed at a meeting of aome work* 
ers* leaden at the chief mlnistar’a 
residential office on 1 Kovembar 
1961. The chief minister’s tnterfer* 
ence is even admitted in a printed ' 
leaflet circulac^ in the name of 
Mohapatra’s union which expresses 
its gratitude to the chief minister 
“for having forced the mtnagemant 
(to submit) by exerting tha state's 
politic al ^ass ure." 

^rasIsP* Manda BhagsBaew 
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has been killed by tigers. And It Is 
something very nonnai. ^If you' go 
into the forest you are bound fo be 
killed,” says SS*year*old Blihnu 
Syana. who is still alive. ”I>eath,*^he 
says "is only a matter of 

Even thou^ urban ideas are slow* 
ly seeping into the area and the 
villagers do look at the tiger dif* 
ferently. they staunchly believe 
the tiger is a god and an unfriendly 
god at that. The legend goes that all 
tigers in the Sunderbans descended 
from a tiger called Dakshinaroy. The 
jungle was then ruled by three gods 
called Shahjangalee, Bonobibt, and 
Gajj Saheb. Once a boy called 
Dukhe. who fell into the clutches of 
his wicked uncle, was about lo be 
us^ as a human sacrifice to Dakshi* 
naroy when Bonobibi saved him and 
ii was he who popularised Bonobibi 
as the saviour of those who worship* 
ped her. 

Today a ceremony before going 
into the forest is customary and as 
much a part of the routine as the trip 
itself Even the Tiger Project staff, 
who carry guns, have some sort of a 
ceremony tefore going on long trips. 
What is most interesting is that Bono* 
bibi is a Muslim god but is also 
worshipped by Hindus. 

Pot Arati Mondal, whose husband 
Shitepada was carried away by a 
tiger a few months back, there is no 
hope. She is 25 and his two yoiing 
children. The only way out for her ii 
to do menial jolM at other’; homes 
and get Its 20 to 25 per month for it. 
Sometimes, the widow’s in'lam or 
her own family give her a place to 
live in. Otherwise, the widow; have 
to migrate to the urban ar^as sur* 
rounding Calcutta in search of jobs. 
Some have taken to prostitution and 
many have crossed the border into 
Bangladesh and have embraced 
Islam to get married again. 

The Tiger Project does have a 
system of compensating these 
widows. But there is a catch. Anyone 
going into the 2.S85 square kilometer 
Ti^r Project area, fw any purposa. 
has at first to take a permit. All 
permit holders if killed inside 
buffer zone of the project are enci* 
(led to a flu Rs 2,0Qp. If they are 
killed m the core area of the project, 
which 1 $ exclusively for the tigers, ^o 
coDpcnsatioD is given. 

SayaChiniaPramantck.whoeehus* ! 
bmid was killed near Pirkhah, "We | 
have to go into the core area bectuee 
tlMra is no other wgy out. To travel 
from OM uea o( .the buffer sbne (o 
another wa have* lo cross the core 
area. And thgn how do we know 
which is tha oora area and which is 
fiot. Ktve they taken tba trouble of 
ujortBing us.^ Qiiota reealvad '&s 
2,600 from the Tiger Project as codi* 
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THE SUNOARBANS 

Where Teeth and daws Rule 


Most of the men in the villages have been killed/by tigers 

R ampada Sau lives in Bijoynagar, mon." he says. His friends, however, 

a village deep inside one of the hit (he iiger and drove it away, 

largest deltaic forest tracts ja the Rampada spent six isonths at the 

world, the Sunderbans. near the hospital and today lives to tell his 

mouth of the river Ganga. Though tale. But he is more or less maimed, 

most of this huge area falls under He cannot use his right hand and has 

Bangladesh, there are U9 densely four scars on his neck lo remind him 

forested islands on the Indian side, of that day. Bur if Rampada lives to 

The Sunderbans also has (he largest tell his tale there are a( least 640 of 

concentrations of tigers in the world, his brethren who do nor. Every year 

Officially the number is placed at they go into the forest as dire need 

264. but unofficial and more con* forces them to and each year some of 

servatjve estimare^ put the figure at them perish. The same is the cave 

around 200, which still makes ii (he with (he fishermen, firewood gather* 

biggest tiger sanctuary in the world, ers and everyone else who goes into 

Rimpadu lives in crass poverty. He the forest, 
hardly gets any work through the "The man who goes into the 
year The Sunderbans. with ics exces* forest." (he saying goes "is also the 

sivaly saline soil, manages lo pro* man who gets kilM ” Between 1965* 

duce only one annual crop. Chiring 70 and 1953*64 ai least 6S0 persons 

(he lean season he works as an agri* have been killed by (igars according 

cultural labourer. Sometimes the to official records and according to 

government digs ponds or repairs conservative estimates, (here are 

bunds and he gets works. Bu( the nnother 200 persons who have bean 

months of March and April, are ex* killed "unofficially,” that is, those 

tremely important to him. That is who have gone into tha forest with* 

when the forest blooms and the en* out the peroussion of the forest de*^ 

tire area is Invaded by bees and their partment. Apparently if you do not 

honey combs. It is at this time (hat have a licence and enter the forests, 

Rampada with hundreds of his the Tiger Project treats you as If you 

brethren goes Inside the forest to never existed, 

collect honey Consequently, something which in 

He had gone last year too. It had ordinary course would have been 

been a duelling day. He and his bluare. has happened, Thera are 

fiends had scanned large tracts villages just 90 kilometers off Calcut* 

without any signs of honey and were ta, where almost til the families have 

returning to (heir boats to have diiv at least one widow. These villages in 

noF' Just then, Rampada saw a tiger local parlance are called Vidhaba 

coming towards (hem. Before he Pe/Irs of Widow's Villages. Arampur, 

cottld even cry out. the tiger was a village near Gosaba, is one such, 

upon him. "1 am very strong babu. Each Sf the 12S famQles residing 

but what can one do against a de* there has a woman, whose husband 




area a an air of inoviiability. The 
residents of the area are devoid of 
anv romanticism that the World 
Wildlife Kund attaches to the Titer. 
While the liter is a t^d. it is also 
I heir enemy. Why the forest depart' 
iiiem should attach so much import* 
ance to the litei, is totally incompre* 
hensihle to rhem. They nod when 


told, that after all, it would not be 
nice if the tiger was wiped off the 
face of the earth, but they fail to 
understa.td why the tiger should live 
at their expense. “After all U would 
also not be nice if all our men got 
wiped out." they retort. 

Afilniddhs (WeeS u rjaa, CsSevRa 


pensation, for Pirkhali faMs under 
the buffer zone. Her husband was 
one of chose rare people who did 
scan a Janata accident policy but 
subsequently did not have the money 
to pay the premium and the policy 
lapsed 

But Bubhadra Mondal was not as 
lucky as Chinta. Her husband. Hdzar. 
ilal, went into the core area and her 
application for compensation was re< 
jected. In fact it is difficult for her 
even to get witnesses to prove that 
her husband was actually carried 
away by che tigers. Ooing into the 
core area is a crime. And reporting 
Copal's death would have meant 
paying a Rs 1.000 fine and also 
getting her boat confiscated But 
Suhhadra says, 'i know when Ms 
Bonobibi wants ynu nothing maiters. 
hut who is (he forest departmeni to 
stop u< from fishing in a land that 
belongs to us. After ell we hove been 
living here for ages. Don't we haw a 

rigbtr 

And that sums up tbc aiiiiudv of 
the villagers. Everywhere in ilu\ 




ASSAM 

Earthshaking Events 

Victims' wait for aid may tx? in vain 


E ven as a large number of wester¬ 
nised urban Indians were at temp- 
ring to bring in (he New Year wUh 
(he proverbial bang, in the sleepy 
(own of Siichar and the surrounding 
areas in the Cachar district of Assam 
che New Year came not only with a 
bang bur an implosion from which 
thousands of people in the area have 
not yet recovered. At 5 am on that 
cold winter morning the sleepit^ 
populace were jolted out of their 
slumber by a “tectonic earthquake" 
which lasted for five seconds and left 
in its wake a trail of desemetion. 
death and despair. Spiead over a 
radius of 12,000 sq km covering the 
four administrative blocks of Sonai, 
Chhotabanda, Kaptanpur and Ka* 
jidahar villages, the earthquake left 
20 people dead, damaged at least 
3,000 houses and affected $.000 rural 
families. 

The earthquake, the most severe 
since ISO? and one of the worst to hit 
Asaara (measuring sue on the Richter 
Scale) has caus^ panic not only 
amongst the estimated 30 individuals 
injured due to walls caving in and 
thatching (rapping oblivious inmates 
but alao inhabitants of the sunound- 
ing vlllagae. Afraid to sleep in their 
propped'up huts* the viUagers are 
hudupd in makeshift thatch and wat* 


tie structures out in the cold 
ploughed fields The telltale signs 
are evident everywhere though in 
come cases there are oo survivors left 
to tell the (ale. At Ka jidahar in his 
modwalled hutment, Manajir Ali was 
asleep with bis rwo sons and two 
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10 January 1W9 7.5 

30 January 1924 6.0 

23 October 1926 5.6 

120eoemberl9$7 5.6 


{Meeaurements on me RcMer Scale) 
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granddaughcets when the wall and 
roof came tumbling down killing 
them. Forty*year-old Soyen Banu and 
her rwo*year*old son are the only 
survivors oi this once severMnember 
family—only because she bad de* 
cided to spend the night with her 
infant son at her father's home. A 
few houses away, a young widow was 
asleep neat to her five-year^ too. 
The mud wall rumbled down IdUing 
the child. The mother is stlU recover* 
ing from shock, la Soael. a tad! 


fishing village no one died but the 
earth cracked open in several places 
and several mud huts were des* 
troyed. “As the tremors began, the 
cries of roosting birds woke us up 
and we rushed out of our dwellings 
and watched (hem collapse." says 
Nandalal Das. a carpenter. 

Others have been physically in* 
jured. A few houses away thatching 
from the roof fell on a worker. 
Naresh Chandra Das's sleeping wife 
knocking her out “1 didn't even 
know there was an earthquake. I 
woke up in Sonai Hospital the next 
day later hardly able to lift my 
head," she tofd this correspondent. 

And apace from rendering a large 
part of the rural populace homeless, 
the damage to the region is worth 
over Rs eight croresuccording to one 
estimate. Large scale subsidence in 
various stretches along the bank of 
the Sonai river which meanders 
through the region have increased its 
width and affected its course. The 
•river bank near Sonai police station 
sank ten metres. Two bridges on che 
Sonai Kachidharam road caved in 
while three others have developed 
wide cracks disrupting all com* 
muoicatioaa in the district. Numer* 
ous cracka, some over seven inches 
deep, have appeared all over the 
ejected area and large chunks of 
disgorged earth leaving left yawning 
gaps in the paddy fields. However, 
what has frightened survivors and 
coofounded experts most is the pun* 
gent oily, black liquid chat la coring 
out from these fissures. When this 
correspondent visited the effected 
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art«». the local populace were wary 
of going near these pits. 

Both the state and union govern¬ 
ments and voluntary agencies have 
quickly rushed aid to the quake* 
^fected people though some confu¬ 
sion seems to have persisted over the 
nature and quantity of aid to be 
given. According ro Moncu Sengupta, 
an executive officer of the local Red 
Cross Society and president of the 
600strong Cechar Tea Employees 
Association, who was in the forefront 
of the voluntary relief effort in some 
villages such as Chhotabanda, che 
only relief provided was that orga¬ 
nised by the Red Cross.” With trie 
help of the Indian Tea Association, 
we distribQced 400 blankets, some 
medicines and large quantities of 
polythene sheets which can be used 
to cover roofs to a number of quake* 
affected villagers immediately after 
the tremors subsided. Once we got a 
little more organised, we were able 
to distribute clothing to children and 
foodstuffs. In fact, we distributed 
over 900 kg of rice, large quantities 
of erra and some edible oil to some of 
the victims," says Sengupta 

The victims themselves are not 
vary impressed with the government 


efforts. "We were huddled in the 
cold school room for one night with¬ 
out any blankets or protective covers 
and the next day we ware told to go 
back to our broken, ruined huts 
Since then we've been here watching 
and praying, afraid to leave the viciO' 
ity for too long should even the shells 
of our homes that are somehow 
standing come tumbling down,” said 
one disillusioned farmer. This senti¬ 
ment appears to be shared by all. 

Yet relief was available but on a 
saleciive basis to deserving caodi* 
dates that local political big^p sig¬ 
nalled out. Touched by the sorry 
plight of the tremor victims fidrs 
Rajendra Kumari Bajpai, the general 
secretary of AICC(1) senctioned Rs 
IS lakhs on che spot. The state gov¬ 
ernment too has dona its bit. 

The Assam chief minister Kiteswar 
Saikia and six cabinet coUeaguai had 
rushed to the spot and payments 
aiDouneing to Rs 10,000 par deceased 
member of e family were made to the 
next of kin and promiaes of homa 
rebuilding grencs of up to Rs 1000- 
2,000 were made. Since chan, li baa 
been chaos. The smell of easy money 
has brought in its wake a deliberate 


distortion of facts and events. Conse¬ 
quently, • large number of vlUageri 
not affected by the quake, with the 
encouragement of unscrupulous 
politicians, are believed to be dis¬ 
mantling their dilapidated homes so 
as to claim the home rebuilding 
grent. According to one repon, over 
400 families in LiJchipur and Xers- 
ingpur block sought shelter in local 
schools three days after the quake 
although no reports of damaged 
dwellings came from these ereas is- 
itielly. Her hefty compensation pack¬ 
age has made ^yen Banu the most 
sought after widow in the neighbour- 
hoo^proposals of marriage are 
coming in every day. 

And yet there are people who have 
remained naive. ‘‘The pMchaytt 
pandas advised ui to remove the 
props and lat the huts colleps^-we 
would get more money, they said. But 
where will we go af*er that hap¬ 
pens?” Saresh Das asked, this 
correspondent. *. 

The overall picture is far from 
clear. OfficiaUy the death-count is 
misleading since the number of vic¬ 
tims is increasing every day. "To 
ensure the magnitude of the damage 
and identify the genuine victims, the 
staff of the stare land revenue de* 

C irtment ere currently conducting a 
ouse-to-house survey. ‘^Once we 
have the correct number depending 
on the aviiUbility of government 
funds, we will commence giving 
fioanciel aid.” said a senior bureauc- 
rii who refused to be identified. 

But onerous promises noewith- 
standing, the amount of the rebuild¬ 
ing grant is likely to be pegged at the 
Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,000 range, which is 
hardly enough since it today's 
prices, the cost of rebuilding a mud- 
and-bamboo thatched structure is 
not likely to be less then Rs 5,000. 
The state government's kitty on this 
account is not Ukely to exceed Rs 20 
lakhs, which will barely cover a small 
percentage of the tot^ value of the 
estimated 18,000 claims regiiterd so 
far. Given the bureaucratic proce¬ 
dures and political favouritism, Uie 
prospects of the viccimi are bleaS^ 
The fact that this ragion has been 
jolted five times by severe uemors 
since 1S69 should be taken into 
account. A continuous monitoring of 
the seismic changes in the district's 
lubrerrsmaan regions is overdue. 
Stirred out of its somnolence, the 
government is now sending geolog¬ 
ists to the area to gauge its seismolo- 
gical behavior. Lengthy raponi and 
erudite academic treanas will turaXv 
•merge from this overdue exerdse. 
But for cboee haplase vlc^i of A# 
fateful New Year's night, the trauma 
of the tremen is not yet nver. 
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THE NORTH-EAST 

Predictions of Doom 


Experts warn about vioient earthquakes m the Eighties 


W ill a serial of high-lntensicy ear¬ 
thquakes wipe out Urge parts 
of the country's North-east region in 
the near future^ The New Year Eve's 
severe tremor in eastern Cachar has 
come as a grim reminder of the 
periodic warnings by geo-scientists 
that the entire North-east, a sjesmo- 
loglcally-vulnerable zone, may fall 
victim to severe earthquakes in the 
Eighties. 

At least on two* occasions^ the ex¬ 


quakes which are the potential 
threat for them.” 

According to the geologists, there 
are at least three factors which have 
made the North-eastern region earth- 
quake-prone. First, the rocks in t)ie 
region are geologically quite young. 
For instance, rocks in Cachar mostly 
belong to the 70 million years old 
Tertiary age. Stresses occur in such 
young rocks which eventually lead to 
ruptures along the established lines 



l^nd sabsUcnce near Ow river In Cachar after (hr earth qiefc r 


pens have warned about earthquake 
disasters in the North-cast. At an 
international workshop on Strong 
Motion Instrumentation at Honolulu 
in Hawaii in May 197B. (he geo¬ 
physicists unanimously agreed on 
the possibility of violent tremors in 
North-east India in the “next few 
years.” The Regional Research 
Laboratory (RRL), Jorhat, has offi¬ 
cially stated that tremors, similar to 
those being periodically expenenced 
in California, will stKke the region in 
the Eighties According to Or M. M. 
Saikii, deputy director of RRU uver 
200 micro-tremors hit the region ev¬ 
ery year. Dr Seikia told Sukdav ”The 
rime has come for the people in the 
Nortb-eesi to realise that it is neither 
flood nor ethnic laiurgency. but the 


and surfaces of weakness, which are 
geologically knovm as faults. Second, 
tectonic activity in the earth's crust 
is common in the North-east, which 
falls under the siesmologically active 
Trans-Asiaiic earthquake zone. 
Third, the continuing northwesterly 
lilt of the Indian plate (the earth's 
crust is made up of a number of 
plates) has been creating major $ub- 
cermnean tensions in the region. Ih 
fact, the Indian plate is gradually 
sinking under the Himalayas. 

Surpnsingly, little has been done 
regarding the drawii^ up of a sies- 
mic map of the region pinpointing 
the vulnerable cones, even though 
forecasts of doom are common. Orit 
reason is the lack of relevant gaolo- 
gical data. Dr B. K. Rascogi. an asala- 


lant director of the Hyderabad-based 
National Geo-physlcal Research In¬ 
stitute <NGRI) told Sunday thni thv 
Instituti* would soon increase its 
number of surveillance stations m 
the North-cast to 14. by setting up six 
mure centres for monitoi ing the sies- 
mic activity in the region's under¬ 
ground ruck folds. He said the NGRL 
basing its work on the new deta- 
stream. would soon update its sies 
mic map of the Nurth East, which 
only shows two major faults (Dawki 
and Red river) and four major 
thrusts (Mismi. Lohit, Naga and 
Disang K 

The Shillong Siesmolugical 
Observatory's inability to correctly 
pinpoint the epicentres of the tre¬ 
mors wes revealed during the Cacher 
earthquake. While the observatory 
has pinpointed the epicentre In the 
Surma valley in Bangladesh, the 
NCRI and the RRL scientists, follow¬ 
ing a preliminary geologic post¬ 
mortem. pinpointed it .in eastern 
Cachar. which bore the brunt of (he 
damages of (he tremor. 

The absence of any multi¬ 
disciplinary approach to the problem 
of eerthquakes in the region has 
come in the way of proper siesmic 
monitoring and any possible earth¬ 
quakes prtidiction. Dr Seikia is in 
favour of deploying zoologists in the 
task of earthquake predictions, along 
with viesmologikti. He said that Prof 
Tsunei Rikitake of the Tokyo Insti¬ 
tute of Technology recently carried 
out u statistical analysis of 1S9 cases 
of unusual animal activity before 47 
earthquakes in Japan. Quoting Rikl- 
lake, he said mice disappeared be¬ 
fore the Nobl tremor in 1891 and 
catfish leapt out of the rivers in panic 
before the Kaniocanhquake in 1923. 
A Study of animal behaviour also 
helped the Chinese to successfully 
predict an earthqu,ike in Liaoing 
province in 1975. 

The Cachar earthquake is the fifth 
in a senes of big tremor-disastern in 
the North East region in the past 115 
years. However, it would seem insig¬ 
nificant it compared lo the IS August 
1950 earthquake in Upper Assam, 
wich damaged life and property over 
a 39,000 $q km area. The 1B97 earth¬ 
quake kill^ over 1000 persons in the 
Cherrapunji hills alone. The Cachar 
tremor, which measured S.6 on the 
Richcar scale, killed a dozen parsons 
in house collapst*-- and damaged uver 
2,000 mud and thatch dwellings over 
a 80 sq km area. The underground 
impact of this tremor was, however, 
severe. According to Dr Rasiogi. it 
was 30 limes heavier than the impact 
of the atom bomb on Hiroshima dur¬ 
ing World War II. 
gOTtowBfMABMr 
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CHILD HEALTH '•* 

Taking Care 


More aid fordiiidron 

T he ioncrovirrsial CART iCommi 
uee fur American Relief Every¬ 
where f aid pruKremme which had 
been rh« centre of manv con 
iroversios a few veurN after 

cumpiaints of mtsmunaueinent and 
misappropriiUion of funds, has now 
been linked to the tnieurnied Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS). 
unniher aid pro^rumme of the Lfn 
iied S(aie». This kind of loint ventuie 
is the first of its kind in .inv Amer 
icun did receiving narion and (be 
move IS expected to vtren^iheii the 
uiilisaiiim and mnnitorinu of aid. At 
the heitthi of the CARL controversy, 
questions had been raised uboai per 
mittintt voluntary orBanivatioiis to 
work wiifun India and handle mih 
linns <if dollars in aid. M>inv of the 
v<duntary oitenciev it was claimed 
were funded by the CTA and the 
Aflieileans had threatened total 
withdrawal of the CARK propram* 
men and the closure of the food for* 
work proKrammv empluyinjs over 
t .tk million people at that time. Such 
problems, however, are now over. 

'The CARK'ICDS link up will he 
developed as a model to bhow how 
the future American aid proKramtnes 
should he structured." Miss Julia 
Chanit Blouuh. an assistant admmiv* 
tr*<l<M in the Agency far Internation¬ 
al Development iAIO), claimed in 
Madras An extra 15 mUhon dollars 
have l>«en added to the funds fur 
programmes this year. “The Amer- 
icari ihinkinK on the suh.iect of aid 
had always been to help the recipjent 
nations to stand on their feet and the 
time hex come to review the US- 
Indian aid relationship." said Miss 
Bloufth u naturalised Chinese Anter* 
lean. "The aid relationship will slow¬ 
ly give way to that of trade links in 
course of time" Miss Blutigh was 
quick to add that she represents a 
new and young generation of Amer¬ 
ican aid officials and it was (heir 
desire to establish stronger ties with 
all nations for mutual benefit. 'The 
one biliton dollars of aid to sub- 
Saharan Africa should speak 
vnluRies tor the US stand un aid 
commit tnents," was her spirited 
reply 

According ru u recent UNICEF 
report on the state of world's chil¬ 
dren. three million children iic ev¬ 
ery year due to oral dehydration and 
for wane of immune injections, tn 
India 
T. tUmm. 


BURMA 


Need for Economic Reforms 

InsurRnney ond Ne Win's poJicies hav« sp(?ii doom 


B urma remains another conspi- 
ciuus example of a potentially 
affluent Third World country 
steeped in poverty. Despite the best 
efforts of the policy makers, the once 
flourishing ecorumiy continues to be 
sluggish, and the gap between prom¬ 
ise and fulfilment is rising While 
Burma's Gross National Product 
(CNPj is now one of the lowest in 
Asia, (he increase in population at an 
annual rate of 2.1 per rent is also 
causing maj«>r problems. With the 
intelligentsia representing only a 
smell percentage of the population, 
the country's political future is also 
not very encouraging. 

According to the l^g4 World Bank 
report. Burma's annual average 
growth of per capita CNP in the 
period between I960 and 1962 was 
only l.li per cent. Ihe per capita 
income in Burma of 190 dollars 11962 
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figure I makes it one of the poorest 
cuuntries in the world The main 
reason for the economic decline of 
this nce-timber-oil rich country are 
the insurgency operations which 
have been plaguing Burma for (he 
lost three-and-a-half decades. The 
moveinents which began after Burma 
attained independence in January 
1946 are led by both communists and 
.ethnic groups. 

Burma, before World War U. was 
the world's largest exporter of rice 
which (iiJ recently, was the leading 
foreign exchange earner. Indeed, 
even now. ihe feriile mud flats still 
produce despite the insurgency 
erations enough rice to fe^ the 26 
million people of Burma and leave a 
surplus for export. But over the 
years, rice production has declined 
steadily and expori aamings have 
been ieduced considerably (from 467 
cmllion dollars in 1982 to 376 oiiUion 
dollars in 1963) mainly because of 


convoluted economic thinking, irra¬ 
tional priorities and obsolete 
methods of farming. 

The industrial sector which 
accounts for only about 11 pel cent of 
(he Cross Domestic Product (CDP). 
has not been able tu adequarelv 
utilise the abundant natural re¬ 
sources like* oil, timber, particularly 
leak and minerals. Oil production 
has also slumped; from 9 2 milliuii 
berrels in 1979-60 lo 7.4 million bar¬ 
rels in 1963-K4. 

Not only is the economy losing 
ground, but the strongly regimenred 
political ^ysiem appe<>’«. to have ex¬ 
hausted us capacity lo .nnovate new 
policies and handle crises Burma 
had suffered a major political set¬ 
back just before independence when 
General Aung San. the father of 
modern Burma, and most of hi* 
cabinet members were assassinated, 
but for a period parliamentary demo¬ 
cracy had flourished. Apart from 
Israel. It was the only A^ian country 
to experiment with democratic 
socialism and the bund of young 
democraric iwcialists who ruled the 
country m the earlv 19.50s wcixi 
courageous enough to undertake 
radical reforms 

But with the increase in aid and 
assistance tu the insurgents by both 
(he USSR and communist China, the 
countr>-^speciallv Upper Surma— 
became almost ungovernable. In 
19S6, the Burmese Hrime Minister U. 
Nu invited General Nc Win in help 
him put thecountry in order. Ne Win, 
(hen PM U Nu*$ second m command, 
was voted to office by the Burmese 
Parliament and steadied the cuuii 
(ry's poUiicat situatiun before the 
elections in 1960, winch U Nu won 
by a big margin. But Ne Win seised 
power in 1962. in a bloodless coup 
and since March 1962, has been firm¬ 
ly in charge Although the 74-year- 
old general relinquished his position 
as President sometime fiack. he is 
still (he chairman of the ruling Bur¬ 
ma Socialist Programme Party, (he 
only political organisation which the 
regime allows to function. 

But all is not lost. Recently, the 
government decided to revamp the 
languishing economy by extensive 
economic reforms. Much, however, 
will depend on when the ageing Ne 
Win d^ides to bring about changes 
in the stagnating political super- 
structure of the country. 
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A Watery ProMem 

Others, here is e 
piece of edvice^ do 
not give too much water to 
your babies. For, if you do. 
there a possibility that 
they may suffer diseases 
ranging from simple res> 
clessness to convulsions. 

As Robert £. O'Connor of 
the Wtlmington Medical 
Centre in Wilmington, Delaware. USA, puts n. if infants 
are fed with excessive amounts of very diluted formula, 
they may develop an extremely rare bui fatal disease 
called water intoxication. Here, body calls swell and 
cellular metabolism is disturbed. Symptoms are restless¬ 
ness. nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, weakness. But, Dr 
O'Connor warns, giving infants too little water when 
they ure ill could lead to dehydration. 


Not Just for Coffee 

C affeine, which is present in coffee may be useful in 
p«>»t cuntr^d. New research shows rhai caffeine in 
plants helps defend them against bugs by giving insects 
1 chemical iolt that kills them. James Naihanson, a 
nouro pharmacologist at Massachusetts Ceneral Hospit¬ 
al. fed coffelne or a synthetic compound similar co ii to 
tobAVco hookworm larvae, and found that the chemicals 
triggered u deadly build-up of cyclic AMP, a substance 
Chat conveys messages through the insect nervous sys¬ 
tem. When the caffeine-like compounds were used along 
with commercial pesiicidas, the effect was ten times as 
powerful as either of the toxicants used separately. 


A Revolutionary Operation 

J ulie Hum, an ll-yearold 
girl, could go down In 
the annals of British 
medical history, as the 
first girl to have per 
formed a unique opera¬ 
tion: the affect^thi^-ac¬ 
tion of her leg wa^ r^ 
moved and replaced with 
the lower part of the limb. 

The operation, which was first pioneered in Ausciia was 
performed at Sunderland General Hospital by an Am- 
sterdfim surgeon, Dr Jan Van Der Aiken. 

Juhe’s ankle and foot will beused as a knee joint, and 
a false lower leg and foot attached to aUow her complete 
freedom of movement. During the nine hour operation. 
Julie’s right leg was compierely sepajaied from her body 
after about 90 minutes. The complete calf, ankle and 
fool section were separated from the diseased prt. 
moved up and connected to her hip to repltw her thigh 
and knee. All that was retained of her origiaal thigh 
were the nerves, blood supply system and landoiu. 

Normilly, palientt like Julie would faeve hed lo 
undergo an amputation In Julia's case, a very higb 
amputation would have been necessary and an artificial 
limb would have been almost impossible to fU. 




The Power of the Brain 


A U of us are familiar 
with the classic ex¬ 
periment of Ivan Pavlov, 
the Russian physiologist; 
dogs salivated when a bell 
rang because they had 
been trained to so that 
iheir brains associated ihe 
sound with the pre^nce of 
food. Now US scientists 
have evoked n cunditiuned reflex to show that the brain 
can exercise direct control over cells of the immune 
defence system, the body's mam bulwark against dis* 
ease. 

One senes of experiments has shown that the activity 
of certain immune defence cells called natural killer 
cells can be greaily enhanced by the brain's trained 
response to totally foreign stimulus: a strong odour. 

In the eiperimenis, mice were exposed for three hours 
at a lime to the odour of camphor. This had. however, no 
perceptible effect on the immune system. Some of the 
mice were also given injections of a synthetic chemical 
called poly IXffor polyinosinic'polycytidilic acid) which 
is known to enhance the acriviiy of natural kiUar cells. 
The exposures were repeated nine times in t strategy 
similar to Pavlov's experlmeni. In each sassurn. the mice 
were exposed to the odour and given injections of the 
chemical. Then, in the tenth session, the mice were 
exposed only to the odour of camphor. They received no 
injections at all. Yei. every mouse showed a large 
inacaae of natural killer cell aciiviiy. 


Useful Waste 

I n China, farm slurry, human waste und Ivfiovcrs from 
food processing provide the food source for a 
flourishing network of fish ponds. In the iniegratcd 
farms, manures from pigs, docks, geese, chickens, cows 
and sheep are fed into the pond to provide plankton The 
pond but tom humus is later employed to reriilise crops 
grown on adjacent dykes 


Away With the Scalpel 

S urgeons can now do 
away with the scalpel. 

Researcher> at I^ndon'^ 

Hammersmith hospital 
have discovered a new sur¬ 
gical technique that can 
make the scalpel redun¬ 
dant. Prof. David Allison, 
director of diagnostic 
radiolitgy ai the hospital’s 
medical school, said the technique ir.volved ultra^fine 
tubes '‘armed* with a variety of tiny implements and 
guided along veins and arteries to the kidjieys, liver, 
brain and other parts of the body- He said the tubes can 
be used to seal arteries after siabbings, road accidents or 
in the treatment of ulcers. Kidney stones and gallstones 
can also be rertsoved using the new technique, and 
blocked arteries in the limbs, kidneys and even the heart 
ceo be cleared sr^ 
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suits and than regret his 
decision/' The comment 
reached Smite but she re^ 
fused to be drawn into 
another long cold war. "I 
know who must have said 
that. It ts very obvious," 
was her reply. 

A fter gening a wife, all 
Kumar Ceurav needs 
now is a new life as an 
actor. His latest release 
Hum HaittLajUM/ab, a flop, 
has almost put him out of 
the race. Today, 
distributors are not willing 
CO touch Kumar Gaurav 
films even with a 
bargepole end many of his 
films are nun gathering 
dust instead oi money. All 
hopes of salvation now 
rests on the up and coming 
director Afahesh 3hart 
who is directing two 
Kumar Gaurav films, Aa; 
and another to be 
produced by Caurav's 
father Raje/idra Kumar. 

But Gaurav exudes 
optimism: **l know I have 
It in me." 

S uniiDuu is finding it 
difficult to live the 
dual role of saviour of the 
masses and of film 
producers. He is busy 
giving finishing touches to 
TWO films, Yash Chopra’s 
Faash and Sanjny Khan's 
Kaala Dhanda Goray Log. 
People in my constituency 
are expecting miracles 
from me 1 have to find 
time for them. I can’t give 
up films. They give me my 
daily bread," says Dutt. 

T he new Sunjay Dutt 
has started 

concentrating on films. 
There was a time when he 
could not live without 
drugs but his stint in an 
Ameiican clinic has done 
him a world of good. "Life 
was just a series of 
motions of the body. 'Htere 

were times when I did not 

know whether I was 
coming or going or 
whether I was sleeping or 
awake. Now 1 feel like a 
new man,"Prakash Mehra 
has signed Sunjay ro play 
the lead. Does Mehra sge a 
potential number oat in 
Sunjay? 

syi**v s4 'M 


T he way some of the 
liars from Bombay 
behaved at the 
inauguraticin of the Delhi 
film festival was shocking 
It looked like they had 
never faced a dignified 
audience. Some of them 
said they were almost 
taken by force to Delhi. 
Salma Agha. Asha 
Suchdev, Ani Gupta were 
noticeable because of 
their revealing dresses 
and grotesque hair styles. 
Even cheap fashion shows 
have better dressed 
showgirls. 

S m$ta PatiS has bagged 
one of the most chal¬ 
lenging roles by signing 
for / Om f*rakash's Asisa 
Kyoo/f. The script is writ¬ 
ten by DrAthala Sagar 
who had also written 
Nikash. Most of Bombay's 
leading stars vied for the 
role and when Smita Patil 
bagged it, the back-biting 
started. Said one of the 
stars whu is now sulking: 
*'I don't think Smita will 
be able to do justice to the 
character. I would have 
done it belter. Omji will 
realise hi.s mistake when 
he see.*; the ultimate re- 


VARIETY 


This India 



POLUR: Residents qI Kelur, t small 
vilUu ten kilometres from Polar 
North Arcot district) woke to the 
sounds of chairs bein§ pushed about, 
books and files falling with a thud and 
metallic containers being thrown 
down inside the building of the Indian 
Overseas Bank's branch on the iiighi of 
9 January. Obviously a thief was oper¬ 
ating inside! In a trice, almosi the 
whole pupulauon of the village sur¬ 
rounded the bank, ready to tackle the 
intruder when he tried to make good 
his escape The police were quick to 
arrive too. The branch manager, who 
was residing in a neighbouring village, 
also duly arrived wim the office keys, 
by two in the morning. With the vilia* 
gars standing on the alert, (be bank 
ouiiding was opened and lot Out came 
the 'thief who had caused the tor- 
mqil—i joyously barking dog. It 
sprang out and bolted before anyone 
could stop it. Some of the villagers 
developed stomach pain with the non¬ 
stop laughter that ensued'-rndian £x- 
press (K.C. Fatal Ahmed. Kilvisharam, 
Tamil Nadu) 

NEW DELHIr A cat led the fire bri¬ 
gade to a merry dance in Connaught 
^ace on 10 Jenuary. it had be«n 
trapped in tne second floor of the N 
Block post office since the previous 
night. The chowkidari tried their level 
bMt to scare away the animal. Jn 
desperation they called the fire bri¬ 
gade whi^. accompanied by a police 
patrol car, rescued the animal—Tne 
kncfuaran rimes (A.V. Ramamurthy. 
New DaUii) 


~ eVINMiy «MS 


BOMBAY: A special arrangement—a 
eero’watt bulb glovnng wiien a cen¬ 
sored Kene or a word appears on a 
screen—was made at the request of Mr 
Justice Kania of the Bombay High 
Court to enable him to see ''cuts*' 
suggested by (he censor board. 
"Please stop (hat Let me enjoy the 
play." the judge told the person oper¬ 
ating the switch, Mr Kamlakar Sarang. 
the producer and director of the con¬ 
troversial play by Mr Vijay Tendulkar. 
Sokharam B»inder, when it was being 
staged before him. Mr Justice Kama 
was hearing a petition on rhe play— 
The Timex iWaheed Khan Bawadi- 
wale, Hubli) 

ANANTAPLR' Officials of ihd Anan- 
tapur diNtrict society for self- 
employment scheme were surprised 
when none applied for the three- 
month training programme in lailnring 
and masonry. The society had called 
for applications to impart training to 
60 harijaii men and women. A stipend 
of Rs 125 a month was offered but 
even that failed to lure aoyone—The 
Hindu (M.V.S.S. Prasad. Kakinadai 

BANGALORE The city police hive 
played the rule of a match-maker for a 
girl residing in Bharathinagar. The girl 
was to be married on 6 January, out 
just before the marriage ceremony, 
the boy's pareius allegedly picked up a 
quaiiel and walked out. On hci 
faihei s complaint that the 
bridegriAims family had walked out 
with sunie valuables piuseiued to 
them earliei. (he polite not only suc¬ 
ceeded in getting back the gifts but 
adso found another groom for her— 
IndiM Express (Amar}eet Singh Bha- 
tia, Dehra DunI 

HYDERABAD: A (eenager here held 
his own parents to a Rs 25,000 -ransom 
to satisfy his urge for a luxurious and 
faster life. The 17-year old Sreenivas 
Rao, a first year Intermediate student, 
bad even sent a typewritten note to his 
parents residing in Hurayatnagar, spe¬ 
cifying the way in which the money 
should be delivered. While his parents 
were agitated, the boy proceeded to 
Hanamkonda io Waran^ district lo 
bide the one-week time given to deliv. 
er the ransom money, which was “to 
be kept on a rack in the backyard of 
ibe house." Meanwhilv, the b^'c re 
luctant father contacted the Nareyan- 
guda police vdio kept a vigil on the 
house. Whan the boy returned home to 
collect the ransom, he was caught 
red-handed by the policemen while ha 
was searching for the money In the box 
which, however, contained only waste 
paper—Intfien Express lAvule 
Ramesh Chandcr, My^rabadt 


Without Comment 

They (the opposition) are nut ihe 
conscience keepers of the nation. 
We are the conscience keeper:* of 
(he nation—Rajiv Gandhi m The 
Hiiidu^ion Timex 

The oppusiium is suffering from a 
geneiaiion-gap ciisis—Ramak- 
rishna Hcgde, Karnataka CM, in 
HeraW Hevie^' 

The Indian electorate i$ the most 
sophisticated m the world—M V. 
Kamath in .Vurva 

If 1 have lo choose between poli¬ 
tics and poetry-1 will opt fur the 
lattei. U poetry is ruken away 
frum me. 1 will commit suicide— 
RI ik a 111 Vei ma, AlC C< I) general 
stfcretaiy. in The Sunday 
Obxeiyer 

I have always been ■ Congress¬ 
woman at heart—Vyjayanthimala 
in Femina 

A tidal wave starts with a ripple, 
it takes time for some storms to 
gather—Jeyalalithe, after she 
was dropped from her post as the 
deputy leader uf the AlADMK 
parJiamcniary giuup, in Indian 
Express 
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No minister should be there for 
more than five years, because 
people run out of ideas—Swraj 
Paul, on the dismissal of«Pranab 
Mukberjee, in India Today 

1 want to listen to advice but 
suddenly one isn't a child any 
more. Peopli^ vay that when 
you're 21, but < think it's when 
you hit 40—Princess Michael of 
Kent, on reaching 40, in The 
Times. London 

For me, even now a five paisa coin 
has at much value aa it did say 
seven years agt^Rati Agnihotri 
in ^vvy 

e? 









VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 3 FEBRUARY 1985 BY AMRITUL 


AAIU( 15 Apni— 14 Mty)Th« 
<s a good wfi«k academi- 
V Ousii^aaiTian Pro* 

tes$»or)8ia, espaciaiiy iHoee 
':^^^Sryi employed in govarnmeni 
service, will beneiii from tKe gesture of 
ineit colleagues. The oomesfic ironi wN 
rernam inspinrtg Fmancialiy. this is r>oi a 
good phase avoid speculative and nsfcy 
veniures This is dlSQ not a goM time lor 
lovers 

Oeed dales: 3. $ and 7 
Leshv iHNnban: 2. 4 and 8 
Favoureaii eirectlen: wesi 


l£0 (U Ailirt 14 SegHni- 

dir) Professionals are likely 
ITT^ M fo 9*f ttansterrcd ID a Detier 
^ place If you are punning lo 
ctunge your lob. do so only 
after consultaiions with eiders PtnanctaNy, 
ihis IS a good week some ot you may even 
win a tonery. However, pus^nessmen 
should be cerefui while dealing with me<r 
cueiomers Love and rnamige are d 
fied Watch your heefth ctoaeiy 
deed m»»: 4. 8 and 7 

Laekr Mian: 2 S and 6 
FaveeraMe lliadiaa; South 


B &ACITTAAIUI (18 OeaainM*- 
.14 Pa^rairy) Th|s is a week 
when you vnll have to be on 
if>« alert, airrce your enemies 
will be looking for an oppor* 
lunhy to Marm or defame you. Profeasionaia 
and executives, however, are likely* to 
perform well Good news lor those uneiri* 
ployed jobs ere m the off mg. A letter from 
abroad will bnng good tidirtge. Those m 
love are adyised to posippne marriage. 
<M dstts; 4. 8 and 9 
Luefty nafflbtri; 7, 6 and 9 
Fsvoarabis 4lfee1len: Nonh*weai 


H TAURUS (IS May-M J«m| 

Th4 IS not a good week for 
lovers posipone mamage 
oians The professional Ironi 
$ also discouraging some of 
'e 10 Quii your |0be Enemies 
Will be acrwa during this period do not 
believe even your close friends However, 
some of you wHI giin money through 
innetkiance A pleasure trip lowaros the 
end oi the week wiii prove rmanoaHy 
prof liable 

Deed dates; 4. 6 end 8 
Lucky nemMrs: 3, 6 end 9 
Fevourtbli Slrsdlen: South 


VIRGO (IS SeptsoHer^u 
Otfibir) This 4 not a good 
If^P T j week lor thoee m service be 
wary oi a coiieegue who will 
iTSJ be working to embarrass 
you A2 heme your cMdren wiH be deman¬ 
ding FinanoaPy this n not e good perpd 
you may have to borrow money lo Me over 
this lean phase Your healih will also add to 
your tmanciei burden The bme •% also noi 
favourable for love and marnage negoiia> 
tions 

tod datn; S. 6 and 6 
Ueky netulers: S 7 and 8 
Feveeralle tocto: Seutn*wesi 


rrg^^ CAFRICORH (1S iinvirv^U 
I Fsinilfv) This IS 4 iMvo\;fdbi9 
V 7bu, Oftic- 

\ ere and cuni.'arty execulives, 

^ you may come m for a lot of 
critioem from your supenors But do not 
lose heart Susirtesamert. avoid aoecuia* 
tpn The aimosphere at home will remaih 
peaceful Keep an eye on your heailh and 
dtei Lovere, ihia is noi ir>e oppodune lime 
tor maniage Avoid pleasure trips this 
week 

Oeed delei; 3. 9 end 8 
Lusky miniben: 2. 3 end 4 
I FevMfibls direshea: North 


jPMR^ GEMWI US Jen^14 Jety) 

This IS an exiremely lucky 
9 j iU businessmen pu'> 

p y yourefiorts to the utmost and 

do not wasie lime on 
socialising r>end$ and relaivea w>li prove 
vtrv helpful The time is SQuafiy favourable 
for those connected with the fme arts. On 
the economic front, some oi you mey gan 
money. ^ver$ should avoid adverrturoua 
plans 

Qaad datir 9. 7 and 9 
LKty Mmbars: 1. 2 ar^d 3 
Favoerable dlrfdleA: Nonh east 


LlIRA (IS OSttbSr^U 
toembar) Thit is a favour¬ 
able week for students most 
of you wiH be successful m 
your eximinaiions. Th<a 
week wHi email a good deal of expenditure 
but curt exlravegance For those «n busi* 
ness, you can go ahead with your plans 
Tske care of your health. Problems mey 
come from unexpected Quarters, but do noi 
be disheartened 
tod dam: 6, 7 and 9 
Lyeky Remlem; 2. 7 and 9 
Feveuftkle Mrecto: East 


AQUARIUS (IS Ptbniify>-14 

N Mifckl This will be a very 
good week tor you Specula* 
tora ano gampiera Wilt benefit 
1 from this lucky phase. Money 
may come from an unexpected source, but 
avoid extravagance Problems in tha 
hniifM, financai or oiherwtae, wilt be 
eotved Do not hesitate to seek favours 
from miiueniiai persods A lucky phase Ipr 
those m love arvd iniendmg to get married. 
Seed dam: 5.7 ana 8 
LKky Aumbirt: i . 8 and 7 
Favourable dlresUoe: East 


B CANCER (16 4elv*14 Aeguit) 

A word ol caution for those in 
ipve and intending to gel 
married do not take impul¬ 
sive decisions Professionals 
are warned to be carsfui whiie deaLng with 
the r supenors. Your health wtlf add to your 
worries this week Hov/ever. the penod is 
good for businessmen do not hesitate to 
lake risks The dcmeatic front will remain 
peaceiji Avoid pleasure trios Ihis week 
Reed dates; 3, 4 and 6 
UKky nembers: 7. s and 9 
Favourtbla direcfien: North 


B ICORPH) (19 Hevenker-u 
Oasatabtf) The le a week of 
aii*round progress Sports* 
men ir> pMcular wN make 
much headway. Business* 
men win m successful ei (hae ventures, 
but guard agamst deceit. Youngsters 
should hsteo to elders. Lovers, you can go 
ahead with matnmoniai plans. Letters will 
bring good tidinge Poets and noveiisis win 
also be succMstuI dunng Hvs kieky phase 
QoM dates: 3, 6 and 8 
Uefcy eumben: 1, 6 end 7 
f eveereWe dtottea: Soutrveest 


■ PIECES (16 Mersti—14 AprtI) 
The week begms on a bnghi 
note for you Bua<nessmen 
will continue to be successful 
in their ventures. Some oi 
you migni even wm a lottery or gain 
through mhenicnce Those in service will 
continue 10 be in the good books of Iheir 
seniors You will tide over your problems in 
the lamiiy A pleasure Inp is in the offmg 
Keep a sharp eye on your health, 

Seed dstei: 4, 7 and 9 
Lecky nsnbsrt: 4 $ and 6 
feveurtble dtreeHeA: We^t 


Fsr Itoe bent M Be Mb. Ml aed TIN el ley nefNk; 

Most of you are very practical m ati your deumgs. You eieo poceess an adventurous spmt The wonoers of m# unknuwn fsaemsfes 
you You are also greganous by naiure you love to be sumunoed by frienda artd retadvea Fmanciaity, you an exiravagani but you 
live within your meins. Most of you an|0y good neanh. Women bom dunng ihii penod are extremely fik end they make good 

houaewwes 


SMNM* M P|Br«Wr Wit 



tfm K ito M WM> o tm nm m ti>* 
ftywrc 0«pnM « tM btkk wvR wpen 
wNeh pWyM 1 MM an imiM iq 
bif« tMr hM*. 

T% risk 0f bniA daiwigt M lo lha 
Msrah for aKonwM wothodo for WNw. 
SfwfMh tho QuooA'o Oon^ iiNh d-Ki4 
(inolM <rf found mcfl ffv^ ond 
thuo pioropMd moal iiwNnidon 
WNit! A. tMm. Moot: A. ftofmtfv 


Ouwn'i diiviblL Wljk mo 2 m 


,Sr*' 




IdK-Qf i-U 


TMa •liomodM 10 11 M2 hod boon 
MOMOy pul undor tho mierooeopo mony 
mooM 090 . but Aovor orhoo U d Mo tho 




flow of bomo. Tony diMM«* 
11... Ulb 


Tho dMi bolow looM imofooilna but not 

r MiV nworMo. Voi dwo woro 
ovoMo o( tfiM ttHM In tbo oomi' 
finoi of I noHonol tournomoni. 

DoolorWo« lovtoR 


iA|7dM2 

§42 

»§2 


# J Ibi 

f A4t 

♦ K07 
4R 1018 


#KQ7§ 

♦ A 10162 

So J§4 


• RQ3 

• J 10§ 

t 

S A72 


Tho flioi loblo WOO tflo QuM ono. Aftor» 
tronrbr FooponM • w North booomo 
tho dMloror In Nvo Dtomordi Mylng R 
Mfofudy. ho woo MboAod lo moOo oWw 


QUESTIONS 

1. Whil dp tho following hdvo m conv 
moo: hoUgm, rsOor, o/gon, Krypton ond 
xonon? 

2. CrlOcot boa Rro< troditlonoity modo 
from ta wood of wmeh trnT 

3. TN oocrptton of Coccv$ looct is in 
InOustiloliy uioful product What is S? 

4. What « i isninr? 

$. Who M M proiont rho hood of tfm 
Church, of EnglarM? 

6. In mo AftnaMdrKi, whom did lord 
Krtihnt forgivi • hundred bmoo Mforo 
UMng htmT 

7. SAboAi It (ho nsttonil oinino of which 
eoumr^ 

5. How Id tho iougNr>g jocksoo bdor 
knowh UT 


Bridge 


IHcM 
M tfio 
blddira' 

Smjth 


oocond MON of 


/ 


/ 



South rvffod tho oco of N 
two round! of irumpo twtt~ — ^ ^ 



rRN'ELL ** Can you find whol ulhti worriri «ire 


c) therefore hi.« wife 

_ yp. Thar leaves Gov. 

nd fiina as the last 
ii7 Summarise, the 

es are: Rajiv and 
Ti, Aditya and f^iyo 

, Vivinda and Bina. 

'* Sleuth; Number 3 

10. Tho woli Known icio^ijl^. 

*^.J‘**»*^ Silrer. Green. Bur- 
Kubrick was bosod on a 

Arthur C. Clarko. Nama Ih power: 

11 . What m tho study-^--- 

hmopiacsaT H ^ 

T2. Wh«»lhd'offieial-li 

OypiliiT 

13. HowULorttGroystoko Jg f Q 
figuiw m cendca and pop / ^ 

b«n»r Known as? n v) f a 

14. law Harvsy Oswald M ^ 

Praaidarrt John F. Kannop \ a ^ f a 
qmhit ^ £ 0XE 


nei« Scarl't. C 
Answer: Coluuis 

Blockbuster: 


jLiilL 

F U P k 


ural 




j>&lL 

QatL^ 

y 


cata 











TEASERS 


8Y SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Mind Bender 


What’s in a Word? 



ln$en $U Cr«ek letters in the blanks below to form six 
oommoQ English words: 

1. TiVms 

2 . .. —lately 

3. cum 

4. -ef 

5. — 

6. D-In 

7 . S--iial 

8. A—al 


In a library, the readers have not put the volumes of 
(he Encyclopedia in order If two books are intershungted 
each time, whet is the minimum number of moves 
required to put (his set of encyclopedias in order? 

I 2 3 4 S fi 7 8 9 10 IS U 13 16 II H 17 16 19 20 


Figure it Out 


Wit Sharpener 


Study the price list below, and complete the prices of 
the last two items: 

Won ton iU2.00 

Christmas tree Tit 3.00 

Fur coat Rj ^ 00 

Mixers Rs6.00 

Pishing net “ 

Vamlli essence 



Quick Think 



In this enalogy, Fig A is to Fig B, as Pig C is to a), b) or 


Missing Link 


laiert the same three*letter word in both sets of blanks 
below to ffl^e two sacs of two new words each. 

Example: FL--^LER GR-IQUE 

Insert ANTt and the words formed are: PLANT, 
ANTLER and GRANT. ANTIQUE. 

I) gat -Mn ii) F-UAL ill) FR-NESS 

MAS- •• -ON TR-OR C-ROUS 


When the *net' shown here is folded into a cube, whicb 
of the four numbered dice will it look like? 


Word Power 


Tbe anawar to each due U a common tworword phrase 
or a compound word chat has cwo rhymlni halvas, like 

‘'SOOPER-DOOPER.* 
halves are provided: 

1. Sleight of hand 

The initial letters of the twu ^ 

H-P- ! 

2. Amijrturi 

H-P- 

3. Messes 

H-P- 

4. Trickery or mischief 



f S4 N<rwf 




















Shape Sleuth 



Bach figure above tails a story. The fint ocw. Cora and L say '*COKNHLL.*' Can you find whiit othrr words are 
represented by the iUustratiuns? 


Solutions to lail week's Teasers: 
Figure it Out: 


ffl ffl 


f 


♦ 



Personality Plus: Marco 
Polo 

WhaFi in a Word: 

Starrle. Peasant. Bungle, 
Scraa'mad, Triceps. 
Wluliarpeser: 

Since fUiiv lives next 
door, to Prlya (clue a) they 


are not mamed to each 
ocher. Also since he lives 
next dooi to Priya.and her 
busband, he cannot be 
fiina’s husband (plu* 
Thar^ore Bajiv must be 
married to Cayatri. Adicya 
is not married to Bioa 


(clue C) therefore his wife 
is Priya. That leaves Cuv> 
ind and Bina as the last 
couple. To summarise, the 
couples are: Rajiv and 
Gayatri. Aditya and Priva 
and Govinda and Bina. 
Shape SleuOi: Number i 
Scrambles: 

Ochre. Silver. Green. Bur* 
Word Power: 


j^QLQ. 

\ core 


net. Seal l.*i 
Answer. Culimi 

Blockbuster: 


Kill 
laaai 

illlDD 


Si&L'L^ 
pa lL 
QSLLL'^ 


Cite. 




















Dabur Chyawanprash 

The 3000year cAd recipe of the rishis—recreated! 


Our r»his of old knew many 
.vccreiH about nature and how it 
could benefit the human body. One 
of these was a special ibrmulatioo 
called Chyawanprash. 

About 3D00 years later, Dabur 
recreated this formulation in Dabur 
Chyawanprash. 

Made from more than 40 
natural ingredients like fresh amla, 
dashmool and ashtwarg. Dabur , 
Chyawanprash builds up your 
famtly’s resistance to many diseases 
and keeps them in good health. 



oeii»/MS7« 


CHYAWANPRASH 

Vbur family's natural health tcxik 





































Prtyi lUii— Pm 

Mrt tround 50 members 
wbo were ia the Youth 
Con^reis when De$ Muo* 
shi wes the all'lDdie preti* 
dent, between 1572 iod 
1575. 


UtM 

a t the three filraiters 
elected (he ei^ih 
Lok Sebhe, who will be the 
superstar? On the opening 
day» 15 January. Amitabh 
fitchchan stole the show. 

Dressed in a black hi^> 
neck suit, he set in the 
first block of the treasury 
benches, behind the 
cabinet ministers. He was 
Hanked by the minister of 
state, Medhavrao Scjndia. 
end Bairam Jakhar on (he 
sixth row. The first block 
is occupied by important 
ruling party members. 
(Tltere are six blocks of 

Chained Times 

S ome new members 
reached Parliament 
House on 15 January with 
out the basic document— 
the returning officer's cer* 
tificate*^which entitles 
them to enter the bal* 
lowed portals of ParUa* 
mant and the right to be 
svmm in. U(U 0 « ministers 
Cbandulal Chandrakar 
and Ahf Mohammad Khan 
were among them. Priya 
lUniao Das Munshi real 
ised his mistake after en* 
tertng the House. But oo 
one bad stopped him from 
entering the House in 
198S, as was the case in 
1571. A 2S-year-olcl, the 
youngest-ever member 
then. Das Munshi had 
been stopped at the gates 
in 1971 ^spite the return* 
lag officer's letter being in 


seets in the Lok Sabha, of 
these more than four are 
now occupied by the trees* 
ury members.) Suoil Dutt. 
wearing a light coloured 
western style suit, occu* 
pied a scat on the seventh 
row of the third block. 

Murli Deora. Bombay Con* 
grass(I> chief, sat next to 
him. VyiayanthiinaU Bali 
was on the tenth row of the 
fourth block. She wore a 
saffron coloured shawl, 
which made her look 
somewhat like the Telugu 
Desam members, who had 
donned yellow outfits. 


Effident Bureau 

T he Press Information 
Bureau (PIB) under 
U.C. Tiwaii has put com* 
mercial newsageocies to 
shame. The PIB had set up 
a computer analysts sys* 
tern for the Lok Sabha 
elections and within three 
days of the results of all 
506 seats coming in, pro¬ 
duced a neatly printed 57- 
page document called, Lok 
Sabha elections 1984: a 
comp u reri sed ana lyars. 
The professional agencies 
charged Rs 77.000 Tor the 
service which PIB offered 
free. During the counting, 


The Odd Man 

ost Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) Lok 
Sabha member* chose to 
take (heir oath in their 
mother.tongue. This made 
(he swearing*in of the 
largest opposition group 
see empty visitors* galler¬ 
ies since only a few under* 
stood Telugu. A young 
TDP leader, Ananda Ga* 
japati Raju, however, 
chose to be sworn in in 
English. Perhaps, due to 
this, there was not much of 
cheering from his party- 
men when be finished 


Arif Mduuniaad KJ>m 

his hand. The watch and 
ward staff could not be* 
Ueve that he was an MP. 
Young faces art, as a rule, 
Qot axceptions now. In the 
ei^th Lok Sabha. there 


the PTB issued daily analy* 
ses and backgrounders. 

Their record put Ail India 
Radio and Doordarshan to 
shame. Now it has been 
decided that during the 
forthcoming Assembly 
polls, the PIB will be re¬ 
lied upon by AIR and 
Doordarshan. In the past 
the PIB used to take six 
months to compile similar 
data. The highlight of the 
booklet is an analysis on 
“shift of parties under re* 
gional bias," both in terms 
of seets and ballots. U C. 
Tiwiri's PIB certainly re* 
fleets the performance of 
the new wave government. 


reading the oath. He was a 
successful minister in the 
N.T. Ramarao team before 
becoming an MP. His 
father, P.V.G. Raju. was in 
the Lok Sabha for many 
years. Among other dis¬ 
tinguished sonk of former 
Ml^ who took the oath in 
the eighth Lok Sabha were 
Vijay Mishra (son of the 
late L.N Mishra), P.Ran* 
gerajan Kumaramangalam 
(5. Mohan Kumaramanga* 
lam's son). Hari Kisbore 
Shastri (Lai Bahadur Shis* 
ch's son), and, of course, 
Rajiv Gandhi (son of 
Faroseand IndiraGandhi). 


Training Straiiis 

T he move to streamline 
(he education policy 
has been welcomed. 
According to a story in the 
capital's grapevine, there 
ware tvro brothers: one 
was trained for politti^ 
the other for flying air¬ 
craft. Their respective 
trainings did not help 
them. The one mined for 
politics attempted to fly 
and failed. The pilot reluc* 
tandy landed in politics 
and succeeded. Did educa¬ 
tion matter after all? 
TAILPIECE: What is next 
best CO being the country's 
finance minister? Doing a 
round of the temples, it 
appears. At lease that is 
what discarded finance 
mimster Pranab Mukher* 
iee plans to do. 
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stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 



Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 


Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives your family clean, fresb breath, strong healthy teeth 
That's the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 


This IS how Colgate s trusted formula 
works for you every time you brush 






Bacteria grow in food particles 
trapped between teeth, causing 
bad breath and tooth decay 

Colgate s unique active loam 
roacties deep lo remove 
odour'Cdusmg tood particles 
drv3 decay*causing bactena. 

Regular prushing with Colgate 
gives you clean, Iresh breath 
and strong, healthy teeth 


Make sure your tamily brushes with 
Colgate after every meal 
Slop bad breath, light tooth dacay 
Give thorn the Colgate Ring ot C^f 



ingot CoofiOenca 




Why veil your colours 
when you can be temptingly different 
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Comers bathed in liquid pearls 


Only DULUX Velvei Tcaich can help you create rich, 
hfiatrious atmospheres. Because no other wall 
Sfers you the sheen of pearis and the smooth feel of 
velvet Even comers become an atea of beauty, 
DULUX Velvet Touch is a premium wall finish 
mllabie in 29 shades including four Natural ^ites. 

Apple While, Rose White, Heather White and 

lily White. 

Such an exclusive range is a beautifiil persuaskxt 
iKreaie different moods for your home. So that you 
^ can come home to luxury every time. 


The feelofvekvct^aglowofpttris 
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"The structure of the large stacNum 
was a challenge^and TISCON 

gave us the answer." 


f Benrwt PitTiMdAn 
A«chrt*ct orCA«p*4A Sttdium 
MAdTM 




Mr Pithavadian. with several 
major projects in India to his 
credit and who has served as 
a Con84jltant in Bangkok, 
Jordan and Cyprus, strongly 
believes that good 
architecture depends as much 
on materials as on design. 
While working on theChepauk 
Stadium he undertook 
Challenging innovations 
because he could depend on 
Tlscon reinforcing bars for the 
structural solution he needed. 
Let's find out from h i m why 
he found Tiscon suitable. 

‘Tliey made the pNlars 
strong enough to withstand 
the heavy load.” 

"You see. we had this 28 
metre span roof. But we 
couldnl place any supporting 
pillars in front of the ^lery as 
they would block the 
spectators’ view. We decided 
to place pillars only along the 
centre of the gallery. This 


called for a large cantilever 
span. Which meant a greet 
portion of the roof had to be 
left without any support. And 
that's where Tiscon bars 
proved their worth. They 
made the pillars strong 
er>ou 9 h to withstand the 
heavy load." 

They give you far supedor 

grip-" 

"Same goes for the 
innovative structure of the 
SPIC Centre here In Madras. 
The building doesn't have any 
perip heral columns In the 
upper floors. The sunbreakers 
act as pillars. This could only 
be conceived when Tiscon 
was available. 


Not only Mr Prthavadian. 
Most top designers and 
engineers in lr>dia now 
prefer Tiscon. The proof 
can be seen in almost every 
ma|or project in the country. 
And all becauaeof Tata 
Steers commitmer>t to 
developing superior products 
to meet specific customer 
needs. 

For more information write 
to any of our Sales Offices. 
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Ataaiol: Onca upoo a time, oot all 
that long ago, reil wat the colour of 
aithar sida of the Orand Trunk Road 
as you left Calcutta by this most 
famous of highways. All over the 
country, in 1980, Mrs Indira Gandhi 
had smashed both pretension and 
claim, but tha rad fort of the CPI(M) 
in West Bengal held vary firm in* 
deed. Howrah was commanded by 
Politburo member Samar Mukher 
jea. while Bally. Serampore and 
Hooghly were proud to wave the red 
flag in harmony. Burdwan, of course, 
was unquestioned CP1(M) territory 
and if Ananda Copal Mukherjee had 
taken Asansol away by a slim margin, 
this was attributed more due to the 
complacency of the local unit of tha 
party than any significant rise in the 
strength of the ''bourgeoisie and 
anripeople” Congress(I). More than 
200 years ago. another red army had 
begun a march from Calcutta up the 
Grand Trunk Road, but that was the 
army of white businessman with im* 
perial ambitions, intent on palming 
the map of India red. Pcrheps some 
within the revolutionary red ranks, 
buoyed by the commitment of their 
supporters and the sight of a pros- 
trate national opposition had begun 
to entertain similar dreams? From 
Bengal to Bihar, then eastern Uttar 
Pradesh, then Awadh, while flanks 
subdued the Marathas in the west, 
and consolidated the south, before 
the richest prise of all. Delhi, fell to 
the red flag? It was not that impoasi- 
ble a dream, and it may not have 
taken as lon^ as the redcoats did to 
achieve either. But (he key Jay in the 
preservation of Calcutta as a kind of 
political Fort William. 

A trip from Calcutta to Asansol 
shows just how threadbare that for* 
tress has become. What was once red 
has now become tricolour. Goliath 
Mukherjee in Howrah fell to David 
Munshi. In the second division 
league match in Serampore, it was 
again the Congress(i) which won. the 
veteran Professor Bimai Kanti Ghosh 
defeating the CPKMys Ajit Bag. 
Hooghly has never surrendered since 
19S2, but this time the CPKMl's 
warhorse Rupchand Pal lost to the 
comparatively unknown Indumaci 
Bhattacbarya. Sudhir Roy in Burd 
wan managed to keep the red flag 
flying, but not as high as in the pest; 
and Ananda Gopal Mukherjee in 
Asansol proved that 1980 was much 
more than an accident The tricolour 
has not only managed to bold its own 
against the red flag, but hai made 
significant inroads. 

Nor is ic diffictdt to appraoatt 
w^. The state of the Grand Trunk 
Rood, to begin with. And why. on top 
dt the aw^ crack punctuated so 


often with railway crossings, does 
this national highway need so many 
bumps 10 irritate the locig-distaoce 
traveller? There Is a sense of arbit* 
rariness, of lack of accountability, oi 
working on a whim rather tbu a 
plan, that penneaces traffic deriuons 
as much as decisions of higher policy. 
The few Kbools visible from the road 
are all of 19S0 vintage or older, ibe 
unhealthy dark smudges on the un* 
painted walls a reflection of the 
decay in education. The worst is that 
the countryside of Bengal never 
looks poor. It IS a constant lush green 
interspersed with ponds and huts 
that form a continuous film^before 
the eye. Why should there be such 
poverty in such rich fertile country* 
side, when once<barren Haryana can 
be convened into a granary? Not, as 
the uncharitable would put it, be* 
cause (he people are lary. Thet is 
rubbish. The poor are never lasy; 
only the rich or the middle class, 
content that their meal will not bt 
denied them whatever they do, 
can afford to be lary. But they remain 
poor because they cennot get the 
aghculturel science and technology 
that is needed to build green revolu¬ 
tions. There is not enough money 
with the WesT Bengal government foe 
that. Apart from the difficulties with 
a hostile centre, the white collar 
trade unions (allegedly the backbone 
of the CFt-M in West Bengal but 
behaving more often like a leech 
stuck to the brain) drain away too 
much of the available resources. The 
bill has been handed in, and the 
political price must be paid now. The 
CPI(M)*s might turn out to be the 
only revolution which was destroyed 
by the loyalty of (be clerk. 

O n the fringe of Durgapur, along 
the highway, is a new l^d of 
snack bar: the Joi Ma Kali Video 
Coffee Shop This unique synthesis 
of religion, culture, commerce, the 
most sacred aadent faith and the 
most insouciant modem loy, could 
only take place in our country. We 
are an open people and an opea 
country: we take our iolluences and 
inspirations from where we want. 
Nor do we worry loo much about the 
justapositioD of the sacred with the 
prof aae: 1 cannot quite, for instmoce, 
see a Propbei Abraham Video Games 
Parlour springing up anywhere. But 
Hindu b^ief and faith is not rooted 
in ibe awe that defines the Judaic 
religioos; it is more intimate, more 
personal and familiarity with the 
deity is not perceived as frivolity or 
licence or disre^oet. If Jai Ma Kail 

C vidas the strength, and the good 
lune. then she will have tha 
medium through whidi the femme is 


mode named after her. Perhaps men 
cannot emuJaie the gods, but surely 
the gods can be brought down to the 
level of men. 

T he salesman at the counter was 
taken aback when, at 4.4S in (he 
morning I eiked him for a first class 
(rain ti^et to Calcutta, just in time 
to catch the second 8urdwaD*HoivTah 
local. His surpr^ was understand¬ 
able. Who in his right mind would 
actually buy e first claw ticket on 
one of these trains? Well, no one 
perhaps bui a journalist. I had not 
been on a suburban train for some 
tame, and 1 dearly wanted to see what 
a compartmeni. ambitiously laballed 
first class, looked like these dan. 

First image; a bombed out ibelttr. 
The front first class compartment of 
(be Burdwan-Howrah local, via the 
chord line, leavb^ Burdwan at 0454, 
was almost certainly the worst coin* 
partment oo that train. The seats 
ware as wooden es in the second 
class, but (hat was no surprise; tncor> 
rigibie theft had long linca (m use a 
literal mataphor) ksockad the stuf* 
fing out of the cushioned seats. Bui 
one did not expect the windows to 
look like they bed just returned from 
(he bettlelront. Neturally, they 
would not shut. Neither would the 
door, end soon someone vented hia 
enger against the beUagereni door by 
amashing it up i little more. Eveft 
that early in the morning, the com* 
partment wes soon full within e few 
stftioas. No; no one else had made 
the mistake of buying a deket. In 
feet, if a ticket collector bad come in 
to demand first class tickets from the 
passengers, he would have been 
greeted by helpless laughter. The 
atmosphere was rather fun. the com¬ 
muters bemg that special breed wbo 
belong largely to tha service indus* 
tries and must begin their work ear* 
ly. <A borne guard, incidentally, 
^ose this journey to strike up/reoew 
a friendship with a vibrant lady; by 
the time she had left, he bed bought 
a round of tea and told the tea man to 
return the change the next day, 
which is sufficient mdicadon of the 
stonns stirrtng in his heart.) 

But why do the railways insist on 
catling a few of their compertments 
on the local trains first class? Thore*s 
not even any hope of gettliig extra 
revenues, because only a suc£»r like 
me would buy a ticket. So where's 
the percentage? The next time tough 
Ur Buisl Lai comes to Calcutta, be 
should not reetrici his ilfbtseelng to 
the undarground or the circular roll* 
way. Re should really try and travel 
in a fini class companment of a 
suburban railway. 





Random memories. Life Is full of them. 
Memoriesof happiriess. love, pride and 
fun. Fleetir^ moments that you Just 
have to capture. They can happen any 
time. They may r»oi happen a^n 

Take a picture, 
in black and white. 

Only black and white pictures don't 
fade for years and yetf s. 

Keep the pictures In the family album. 
Later, you c^ share your memories, 
relive Che happy times. 


Capture 
the moment \ 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


First Black Mark 

R ajiv Gandbi'» govemmenc ba$ 
earned Its first black nark which 
M one except be can erase. .This is 
his government's refusal to hold a 
judicial enquiry into the widespread 
anti Sikh violence following the 
assassination of Mrs Gandhi. Tbe 
President's address claimed chat vio> 
fence had been "fully and effectively 
controlled in the ^ortast possible 
time." Facts tell a totally different 
tale. And now we have two reports 
which present a damning indictment 
of the government and the ruling 
Congress furry. Unless these reports 
are effectively countermanded, the 
only conclusidh that can be drawn is 
that neither the government nor the 
party which forms it have the moral 
courage to face the ugly truth. So far 
all ii has done is to authorise a senior 
police officer to investigate and 
make a reMrt on the ^ilura of the 
Delhi's police to discharge its duty. 
This is nor good enough. 

The first report entitled Who ire 
the Guilty^ was published a few days 
after the occurrences. The investiga* 
tions were jointly conducted bynhe 
Peoples Union for Democratic Rights 
and the Peoples Union for Civil 
Liberties headed respectively by 
Gobinda Mukhoty and Dr Rajani 
Kothari. Amongst 1$ politicians 
named as answerable are cabinet 
minister H.K.L Bhagat. sitting MPs 
Lalit Makan and Jagdish Tytlar. two 
members of the Delhi Metropolitan 
Council, three members of the Delhi 
Corporation and several leaders of 
(he Youth Congress. It also names 13 
police officers and constables and 
almost 200 others. Since the violence 
involved murder, arson, loot, gang 
rape and abduction of women, one 
would have thought these gentlemen 
would themselves take steps to clear 
their names of calumny. None of 
them has so far bother^ to do so. 

The second report released on the 
eve of the Republic Day is on behalf 
of the Citisaos' Commission presided 
over by retired Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, S.M. Sikri. Its mem* 
bers include men who held the high* 
est positions in the civil service and 
are respected for chair integrity: 
Bidr*ud*Din Tyabjl, Rajeshwar Day* 
al. Govmd Narain and Srinivasvar* 
dan. This raport does not name any* 
one but its pronouncements are 
equally damning of the government 
and (ha Congrest party. 

My attempt to raise tlw issue in the 
Rajya Sabha was greeted with dtri* 
lion by members ef the Congress 
party. In his reply the Prime Minister 



mede no reference to my demand for 
a high powered judicial inquiry. 
Evidently the government has no 
intentioo of instirubng one and by 
sweeping all the muck under the 
carpet Hopes that ii will soon be 
forgotten. Muck under the carpel is 
known to stink. This certainly will. 
Will future historians get nothing 
besides tvro reports as source mate* 
rial on the posi*assassination vio¬ 
lence? 

All I can do is to plead with the 
Prime Minister to keep his image as 
clean as it was when he took office. 
He must have this tragic episode 
thoroughly investigated and puni&h 
(hose wh^ hands are soiled with 
ionoceni blood. Ha must wipe this 
ugly stain off his face. 

Gas as Weapon 

E ver since (he ghastly tragedy in 
Bhopal. 1 have wondered whether 
our tfnny has considered the use of 
poison gas as a weapon. I hope not. I 
hope it wilt never cross (he minds of 
people in power to consider using 
anything as dirty as killer gas on the 
field of battle. Heoce I was appalled 
to read in the New Stetesman of 
England that a cricketing nation like 
the English is keeping its options 
open "in (he light of the massive 
Soviet capability in chemj’'al 
weapons." (Mrs Thatcher 1. 

What leaked out from ihe Union 
Carbide factory in Bhopal and killed 
2500 people in a matter of hours was 
chimney smoke compared to vdiat 
the super powers have in store for 
the world. The Germans were the 
first to develop chlorine-based gas in 
World War I. In later years of the 
same war (hey tried another gas 
called Phosgene. Neither caused 
much havoc as gas masks gave 
adeouate protection against it. Mer¬ 
cifully none of tbe bclUgartnis 


thought of using gases in Wmld War 
U. The age of nuclear and hydrogen 
bombs, long-range missiles and laser 
beams had made gases somewhat 
passe. Nevertheless, both the Amar 
leans and the Russians have de¬ 
veloped more lethal gases and have 
stock piled large quantities for possi¬ 
ble use as alternatives to convention¬ 
al weapons. These nerve gases are 
said 10 be 100 times more pocent than 
the one that went on the murderous 
rampage in Bhopal They go by sweet 
>oundmg names like tabun. Sarin 
and Soman and are stored in liquid 
form. Ail that is needed is to fire 
their coinainers into the air where 
they explode and come down as dris- 
zle or vapour. One breath of the 
gas-fouled air of a few drops on the 
body will kill humans end beasts 
within a matter of seconds as well as 
destroy plant life on which it de¬ 
scends. 

On second thoughts whar differ¬ 
ence does It make to the person who 
has to die whcihcr he is axed, shot, 
bayuneied, blasted or gassed? Many 
states in America have intriiduced 
intravenous injections or gassing as 
mure human methods of execution 
than hanging or sHooimg. What con¬ 
solation IS it to a person knocked 
I down on the road that he was not run 
! over by a garbage van but a Rolls 
» Royce? 

Year of the Ass 

T he year of 19H5 has been declared 
as the Youth Year 1 do not know 
what this kind <»f -.iiclaration means 
any more than I understand the 
Chinese cycle ol ve.<rs named after 
beasts: Year ol iho Oog, Year of (he 
Rat, etc. However, .smee the younger 
j generation has in fact taken over the 
I affairs of the country, permit me to 
I relate an anecdote before suggesting 
I an appropriate title for 1985. 

I At a function to celebrate the 
I anniversary of the Kamayana, a 
young ncwly-elccted member of Par- 
; liament was the guest of honour. In 
I his inaugural speech, this youthful 
nera after paying tribute to the sage 
Valmiki. authur of the classic, 

I wanted to impress his audience of 
I the changed times and the heavier 
I respunsibiliiies his generation of 
I leaders have to bear. He said: 

; ^'Brothers and .iHers, at the time of 
: Sri Vaimikiji, Hindus, Muslim.s, 
j Christians^and Sikhs lived in com¬ 
plete harmony with one another and 
there were no communal problems. 
Today, we have to deal with these 
tensions all the time." An appropri¬ 
ate title for 19B5 would be "Year of 
the Aos" 








Behind your charming face* the woric of unseen bands. 

The care and craftsmanship atTriveni Sheet Glass is legendary. 


Anyone can buy ibe b«M machines and employ Ihe 
besi proce&^es for glass manufaciure.— like Trivcni 
Sheet Class. But Triveni believes that people are 
just as important. Triveni's team of the b^l glass 
makers in the country turns the concept of quality into 
flavrless sheets of glass. That meet the strin^i 
raquUements of customers, not only in India, but 
around the world. 

Highly skilled technicians and workers 
ensure that all raw material meets the hi^ 

Triveni standard. Strict lempcratuic control, 
round•thC'Clock. maintains the homogeneity 


of molten glass. While experienced 

checkers scrutinise every square metre of glass so 

that not an air bubble escapes their vigilant eye. 

So time you smile at youi mirror, 
remember the countless hands from Triveni that have 
pcrfccied it. 

Trifefti sMeri glass is used: 

for mirrors — the Jiuest mirrors Jrpmd oh Tnrmi s 

'stlecitd' glass for undisioried refleetions. 

In laminated and toughened ghss — for 
outamotiles. railwog coaches and factories. 

For glasing^n doors, windows andfurniti^e. tie. 



Triveni Sheel Qbm .TlieboueeelslAii wtthafoundatiooof steel. 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 




Dha wan's 

[ losilion was too 
mpoftant; M.O. 
Mathal.who 
hold the same 
post in Nehru’s 
time, had ticked 
off even powerful 
ministers like 
Goblnd Ballabh 
Pant...Dhawan 
never flaunted 
his power like 
Matnal, but it 
appears that It 
was continuously 
dinned into Rafiv 
Gandhi's ears 
that Dhawan was 
not the right sort 
of parson to 
continue In his 
post as special 
lassistant. 


Why R.K. Dhawan 
was Dismissed 


R .K. Dhawan, who worked with Mrs 
Gandhi for 24 yean, still does not 
know why he was asked to quit. 
Frime Minister Rajiv Candhi once 
deKribed hun as a ''walking comMier” for 
the detailed information he had of men and 
matters, hut it is Rajiv who fold him that he 
had been "working too hard” and that he 
should "have some rest." And again it was 
Rajiv who rook him along to the oaih iaking 
ceremony and gave him the impression that 
hi$ services were still indisperuible. 

Had another job been offered to him, ^ 
Dtiawan would probably have accepted it. 
But it was not, and he considered it humiliai* 
ing to ask for one Since he resigned from 
government service when Mrs Gandhi went 
uut of office in 1977, he had no government 
job to go back to. And because he resigned 
he did not even get gratuity. 

It is not known which forcas operated to i 
push him out. but there had been reports 
after Indira Gandhi's assassination that he 
would be dropped. Unlike Dr P.C. Aleaan- 
der, former secretary to the Prime Minister, 
he was on a contract job and a note on 
whether he should be kept in his post was 
among the first papers sent by Dr Alexander 
to Rajiv Gandhi for orders. The file lay on 
the Prime Minister's ubie for a few days, 
and that gave grist to the rumour mills that 
Dhawan might not be retained. However. 
Rajiv Gandhi signed the note, as well as the 
note retaining K.Y. Shireda Prasad, in* 
formation adviser. 

Over the years Dhawan had become a 
controversial figure Though after Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's return lo power in 1930. he adopted a 
low profile and seldom helped Punjabi 
bureaucrats as he used to do before 1977. 
there was no doubt that he was an influen* 
tial man. Mrs Gandhi used him to convey 
messages to chief ministers, cabinet nunis* * 
ters and top bureaucrats. He could have | 
resigned before the election results were , 
out. His successor, C. Venkataraman, was , 
interviewed by Dr Alexander in mid- t 
December, but there is no doubt that Rajiv . 
Gandhi's polite suggestion to him to quit , 
came as a surprise. Dhawan. despite 
rumours, did not expect that he would be 
asked to go without any other job being ' 
offered to him, 

Dhawan had served the Gandhi family 
loyally. When the Janata govenunent was 
desperate to bring Indira Gandhi to book, ' 
Dhawaii was offers every temptetioik, even 
e diplomatic assignment, ii he could give 
proof of her involvement in any deal. But his 
reply was that though be was prepared to 
reveal the extent of involvemcat ^ minis* 
ters and bureeucrau in Emergency excesses. 


as far as Mrs Gandhi and her family were 
concerned, he would not open his mouth, 
whatever be the punishment Nothing came 
oi such pressures, though his role in the 
government during the Emergency is evi* 
dent from the Shah Commission's proceed* 
ings* Still the commission did not single out 
Dhawan, unlike Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 
former chief minister of West Bengal. The 
Commission, in its findings, has recorded: 
"Whai happened in the months following 
the declaraiion of the Emergency with re* 

E ard to the High Court judges appears to 
ive been merely an extension of the idea 
corKeived on the night of the 2Sih on 
account of which Shri S.$ Ray had felt very 
uneasy and had also spoken to Smt Indira 
Candhi before leaving her residence,*’ 
Dhtwan's position was too important; 
M.O. Mathai, who held the seme post in 
Nehru's time, had ticked off even powerful 
ministers like Cohind Ballebh Pant, the 
home minister, though uJiimetely such out* 
regeous behaviour M to Maihai's downfall. 
Dhawan never flaunted his power like 
Mathai. but it appears that it was cun* 
tinuously dinned into Rajiv Gandhi's ears 
that Dhawan was not the right sort of person 
to continue in his post as special assistant. 
Dhawan is somewhat rattled by rumours 
that he might be "involved in one case or the 
other." Bui he also takes these things in his 
stride. Whet can he do if they do so? This 
appears to be his attitude. 

During Mrs Gandhi's lifetime some nf 
Rajiv Gandhi's backroom boys had tried to 
remove him. But the former PM had brushed 
them eside. She even looked into certain 
allegations of corruption against her person* 
al assistant when Giani Zail Singh was ihe 
home minister. But after he was exonerated 
she stood fly him. Rajiv Gandhi too seemed 
to have shed the doubts he had about 
Dhawan. Apparently, he could not resist the 
pressures from some of the people around 
him. Though Dhawan has reportedly said 
that he did hts job diligently and faithfully 
and showed due respect to all, he may have 
irritated some, perhaps unwittingly. Some 
suspect that Dbawan's proximity to Swraj 
Paul, a foreign*baf>ed industrialist, was 
among the factors that led to his undoing. 

But what worked most against Dhawan 
was the stature he had acquired over the 
years. The Prime Minister apparently de* 
cided that it would be better to have some 
unconcroveroia] person for the post, and 
Veakataromen, who once was Lai Bahadur 
Shattn'i personal assistant, was considered 
tba best choice. Dhawan has no fixed plans 
for the future. But he may some day write a 
book on hU years with Indira Gandhi. 
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A Burning Question 

T he cover story. Should the Akalis 
he Benned? (20—26 January 
1985). by Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 
made interesting readmg. It may 
sound revolutionary but there is no 
use banning the Akali DaJ. the Mus¬ 
lim League, the RSS and other par 
ties of a similar nature If they are 
banned on the sole consideration 
that they are spreading communal* 
ism. the same prescription should 
also apply to other national parties. 
In this country, where so many reli* 
gions co*exisi. there is bound to be 
cummunal feelings. All rhat is 
needed from the leaders of such 
parties is that they musi gel rid of 
their separatist feelings and activi* 
ties. The other parties should pro¬ 
test whenever such communal par¬ 
ties raise divisive slogans 
Morna^ CaptH Choudhury. RMuchi 

a $iiiNi>AY keeps OR publishing photo¬ 
graphs of militant Sikhs. You should 
also prim some pictures which show 
mobs killing Sikhs, burning their 
houses and looting their properly 
The entire Sikh communuy has been 
held responsible fur the assassina* 
tion of Mrs Gandhi. Many of them 
have been taken off kev posit.ioris 
und sensitive jobs. Now that a spy 
ring has been busied, who is going to 
punish the community represented 
by the spies? 

S/ngh. Se*v Delhi 

e The cover story wa< well-timed. 
The sotio-religious organisation.^ in¬ 
stead of bringing about harmony 
among different i eligioiis are. in fact, 
doing the opposite. The communal 
politics of the ruling party as well as 
chat of I he opposition is destabilising 
rhe nation. The need nf the hour is 
freedom to practise one's own reli¬ 
gion, and nut give a special status to 
a particular religion. Such a gesture 
con help in averting a Punjab-type 

SltlKltiCII. 

Ahir Padhy. Behrampur (Orj.rsa) 

e Rajiv Gandhi deserve^ to be com¬ 
plemented for giving top priority to 
rhe Punjab is.sue. The appointment 
of a three member cabinet panel is a 
step in the nghi direction. The Sikhs 
arc part and paiLel of India aud tlieii 
contribution towards the budding of 
independent India cannot be 
ignored. It i< lime that the Hindus 
und the Sikhs forgot the recent past 
and once again joined hand> io build 
a siriiiiger India 
K- Chiiianand Kumar. Bangalore 

e In Wmited: Action Afainst Fxrrrem- 



ists, Seema Mustafa has failed to 
come out wiih any concrete ideas to 
solve the Punjab imbroglio. 

Subel Chandra Saha, Calcutta 

a The cover story was illuminating. It 
is a burning question as to whether 
puliiical panies nf a communal na¬ 
ture should be allowed to operate, I 
expect Sl'noav to publish a few more 
ariicle« of this nature. 

Shibu O.C.. Varkala (Kerala) 

• The Sikhs have contributed in no 
small measure towards the prosper¬ 
ity of India but of late they have 
acquired a bad name primarily be¬ 
cause of the Akali Dal. The Dal has 
been encouraging extremists over 
the last few years. The government 
should have taken strong steps be¬ 
fore. We cannot allow tne Akalis to 
hold the country to ransom. 

M C. Sundaram. Madras 

• It would be wror^ to equate the 
Sikhs with the Akali Dal I appeal to 
all the Sikhs to cooperate with the 
government to solve the Punjab tang¬ 
le It is foolish to nourish the idea of 
Khalistan for we belong to India. But 
some enemies of India are trying to 
disturb the peace from outside. We 
must be wary of (hem. 

Major Balbir Singh Bhasin, Parna 

a This has reference to the question, 
Should Commuoal Farrias be Ban¬ 
ned? In my opinion religion and 
politics should not be mixed There 
are a few parties in India which are 
openly communal. The most tragic 
part IS that in our country elections 
are fuught on communal lines. 
Husain £. BegvweJi. Bombay 


• Communal parties like the RSS 
should be banned. 

T.M Veokateshamufthy, Bangeiore 


_ Brutal Force 

Y ubaraj Ghimire’s illuminating 
article. Police Massacre Harijans 
(20-26 January *6S> made interesting 
reading. I was shocked at the brutal¬ 
ity of the police force. The Harijans 
hid rightly raised their voice in 
order to protest the rape of a house¬ 
wife by a landed bhumihar of the 
village. As usual in our country law is 
always un the side of the moneyed 
and the police instead of arresting 
the landlord went berserk killing and 
burning the huts of ihe Harijans. In 
order to justify the killings, the 
police cooked up a stuiy saying that 
the Harijans killed were notorious 
Naxaliies. Had not Sijnday exposed, 
the fraud, the police would have 
gone scot free. 

Mahud Alu Deitlgram (>/owraA/ 


Not Apt 


■ did not appreciate Kuldip Nayar's 
comparison of the Special Courts 
Act with the Rowiaii Ali (h'xc/usive. 
20—26 January '85) The lattei was 
meant to curb the rightful freedom of 
the Indian people while the former is 
primarily meant to deal with the 
Sikh extremists in Punjab. It is the 
duty of the government to protect 
the lives and properly of the people 
but a situation has arisen in Punjab 
and elsewhere, where the prevailing 
laws are not effective enough to deal 
with the situation. Hence the need, 
for special powers. Thousands of ex¬ 
tremists have been arrested in Pun¬ 
jab and it is necessary to dispose off 
the cases speedily. 

M.5. Jagadish Babu, Bangalore 


A New Formula 


M .J. Akbar has at last admitted 
that he is a bad astrologer 
(Dareiine. 20—26 January '85). But 
he has suggested a novel formula to 
envigorate the opposition: they 
should coiinrer rh^ growing influence 
of filmstars with filmstars. Putting 
up Rekha against Atnitabb Bachchan 
in the next elections is a good sugges¬ 
tion. As regards the campaign theme 
of Amitabh. here is my suggestion; 
De Da Pyar De.Pyar De.Pyar Da Re 
Hama Pyar Da 

Bijoy Kumar Bath, Kakieiguma 
(Ckisaa) 
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j Jidkri»ih»*g PuI>Ik f.' 


Bitter and Sour 


F rom henceforth Khushwint 
Sicijih’s column should be called. 
Bitter-and Sour. Mr Singh'^ 

outbursts in the wake of the riou^ 
following Indira Oandhi*s assastina 
cion was understandable, but what 
baffled many of us was his attacks 
even after things cooled down. 

V.C ^air. Calcutta 

• The Gossip column needs to be 
sobered down. Now that Khushwant 
Singh has emerged as the champion 
of the Sikhs, he should temper his 
writings to suit his newdound status. 
CA Menon. New Delhi 

* Of late the Gossip column has 
become more bitter than sweet and 
sour. But nevertheless 1 admire 
Khushwant Singh's sense of humour. 
Mrinnl Kanti Mahapatra. Singhbhum 

e In Far Basrern Economic Review 
Mr Khushweni Singh has been 
quoted as saying, "The names of the 
two assassins (of Mrs Indira Gandhi) 
will be read into the scroll of martyrs 
fiK years to come. It is the ^eatcst 
honour for the Sikh in give his life to 
preserve the sanctity of the Temple,” 
But this IS hardly (he view of ar 
honourable Indian. A renowned jour 
nali^l should not issue such pruvoca 
tive statements. 

Kashmee Roshait tali, Meerut 

o It is natural for a man to become 
passionate while talking of one's reli' 


r he New Wave Go/ernment 

(anuary 19SS) has begun well 
and we must wish Rajiv Gandhi and 
his team all succew. 

V.N. Narayanusviamy, Madras 

• The Congre$s(l) has secured a 
massive mandate in the elections ft 
was nut a vote for the unity and 
integrity of the nation. In my opin* 
ion, the people havr betrayed them* 
selves by voting the Congress back to 
power. The late Prime Minister's 
persistent effort.^ during the last 17 
years to discredit the opposition and 
other democratic institutions includ* 
ing the press have paid dividends. 
The prevailing corruption has des* 
croyed the vitality of the people. 
Today, naiuially tbc masses look for 
charisma, which can only be found in 
the ruling party. There is no demo* 
cracy in Indiei we are living in a 
family raj. 

Usha Sumit, Sew Delhi 
e Shubhabrata Bhattacharya was 
right in observing that the new minis* 
try is a judicious blend of youth and 


gion. But Mr Singh should lealise 
that his articles are read throughout 
the country hy thousands of readers. 
As such he should be a bit more 
responsible. 

H.F. Choubey, Jharia 

• I was shocked to read the ariicles 
of Khushwant Singh appearing in 
SuHiMV. In one of his columns, Mr 
Singh writes: ”|f the Sikhasink, India 
Will sink with them." Such irres* 
ponsible statements ere not expecied 
from a Journalist of Mr Singh's 
calibre. 

Sudhantu Mohan Mtshre, Jeypore 

a Khushwant Singh's articles ere 
clearly biased. If he thinks that l.M 
per cent of the Sikh population has 
(he strength to sink India, then he is 
living in a fiml’s paradise 
Krishna MurarL Bokam 

• This is an appeal to Khushwant 
Singh to stop his outbursts against 
Hindus. In Delhi, Kanpur and Indore 
many Hindus sheltered Sikhs from 
the wrath of fanatics. It would be 
wrung to blame the entire Hindu 
community for the nuts following the 
assassination nf Indira Gandhi 
A.B. Jahagudar. Bangalore 

• Nobody wants the Sikhs to sink 
The Sikhs are part and panel of 
Hindu society and as such they 
should try and live peacefully within 
it. By now they should have realised 


Old Faces. New Roles 

experience. The introduction of pro¬ 
fessionals is a novel Icature of the 
ministry. But what Was .surprising 
was the axing of Pranab Mukherjee 
and A.B.A. Ghani Khan Cbowdhury, 
However, the new team consists 
mainly of old faces in new mles How 
far they will be able to fulfil the 
promises they made, only rime can 
te?l. 

Partha Pratim Banerji. Howrah 

• Congratulations in Rajiv Gandhi 
and t he CongresM 11. 8u t it is very sad 
that there is virtually no oppositloii 
in the Lok Sabha. But whose fault is 
it! the electorate's or the stubborn 
and egotistic leaders of the opposi¬ 
tion parries? 

Md. Annar Alam Qumaispiwi, Patna 

• When in his election speeches 
Rajiv Gandhi said that he would take 
us into the 21 si century, did it mean 
that he and his party would be ruling 
rhe country for the nexr two de* 
cades? 

Lakshmi Kemalakar, New Delhi 

• Why the Opposiiioti Lost should 


that hostility only breeds hostility. 
B.K. Majhorra. Patiala 

• Ever since the assassination of 
Indira Gandhi a lot has been said and 
written about Khushwant Singh. 
Riots, whatever be their nature, must 
be condemned in the strongest terms 
and Khushwant Singh has teen doing 
just that. Operation Bluestar was 
certainly an unfortunate incident 
and had steps been taken timely, the 
uperation could have ben avoided. 
But our political managers decided 
tu drag (heir feet with (he result that 
the sacred Gulden Temple was con¬ 
verted into an arsenal. 

Mustasad Ahmed, A tan^arh 

• It was nice to read Khushwant 
Singh's comments on crime and 
punishment (To Fit rhe Crime, Gos¬ 
sip. 2B»26 January '8S). I agree with 
the author that it is time the coun¬ 
try’s lawmakers took a look at the 
Indian Penal Code to amend It in the 
light of oiir present circumstances. 
However, I disagree with Mr Singh as 
regards (he punishment meted out to 
sexual uffenders. 

Subtf Lahtri. Calvuita 

o 1 wonder what punishment Mr 
Singh would recommend fur those 
whu glorify murders and make mar¬ 
tyrs out of cold bliKided killers. 

M.5. Natr. Durgapur 


Nerve as an eye-opener to the nation¬ 
al opposition lea dels. The oppusilion 
lust because the pieseni generation 
could not trust the 'old stalwarts.' 
When the uppositioo leaders vrere 
busy quarrelling with each other at 
(he cost of ihe "unity of the country,” 
the vouih (lecided to vote a leader 
who promised an Akhand Bharat. 

Sujit Ghosh, Cuttack 
« 

a The opposition leaders have been 
laoght a lesson. The people voted for 
Kajiv Gandhi because it was felt that 
he alone would be able to steer the 
country out of (he dangers faced by 
it. 

Durvodhan Afohanfv. PalU Raghu- 
nathpur fOrissa^ 

• After (he recent elections, haven't 
we shown the world that we as en¬ 
lightened democrats can be success¬ 
fully and successively governed by 
man (Jawaharlal Nehru>, woman (In¬ 
dira Gandhi) and child (Rajiv 
Gandhi). 

Mohan Ramchandanj, fndore. 
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Women in Rajiv’s Politics 


rhe Prime Minister has taken the/irst steps towards the emancipation 0 /women 
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T o ignoraace is the hm 

step towards emancipation. 
The new wave government ol 
Rajiv Gandhi has taken a 
long, difficult leap forward by mak 
ing ^ucacion free for girls up to high 
school. From many of the signals 
being pven by the new Prime Minis* 
ter, it IS becoming increasingly clear 
that he intends to bring the women 
who comprise SO per cent of the 
population into the national main* 
stream. The United Nation's “De 
cade for Women" comes to an end 
during the middle of this year but for 
most of the women in India the 20th 
century has yet to become a reality, 
while the rest of the world has long 
been talking about the 21st century. 
Mr Gandhi, so keen and in such a 
hurry to enter the nest century, has 
clearly realised that women cannot 
be lafc behind on the threshold of the 
next century. 

The signals so far: A separate 
ministry for women and social wel* 
fare was the Prime Minister’s new 
Mar gift to women. The ministry is 
headed by Maca|atham Chan* 
drashekhar, a senior Congresswoman 
who was a member of the Congress 
Parliamentary Board Women were 

S ven a special mention in Rajiv 
•ndhi’s maiden speech to the new 
party MPs. Women were spoken ab< 
out again in President Giani Zail 
Singh’s address to the joint session of 
Parliament when free education for 
girls until high school was 
announced. The election manifesto 
of the Congress(I) has a section on’ 
women which s'atea that the party 
will “fight the reprehensible practice 
of dowry and attendant social evils, 
initiate a big programme to improve 
the educational rtatus of women and 
improve the economic opportunities 
for them." 

The intentions have been 
announced. Women have to be 
brought into the national main* 
stream. In this quest. Rajiv Gandhi 
has tried to give women important 
political positions. It is ironic that 
while there was no women cabinet 
minister other chan herself in Mrs 
Gandhi's tenure, one of the first 
things Rajiv Gandhi did was to give 
cakn^ rank to Mohsina Kidwai. 
piesaJiLly union minister for heekh 
and social welfare. While the women 
in the new cabinet might not be too 
many, their presence is likely to be 
felt more keenly. Margaret Alva, 
formerly the convenor of the Uahila 
Congress wMch Rajiv Gandhi started 
in 19B3 while he was a general secret* 
ary of the All India CongresKi) Com* 
oilttee. is the minister of state for 
parliamentary affairs. Ram Dulari 
tUaha is minister of state for home 





affairs, and M. Chandrashekhar 
heads the ministry for women’s 
affairs By selecting Najma HeptuJ- 
lah (0 be the deputy chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha. Bibi Amarjii Kaur as 
the joint secretary in the AlCC and 
retaining Rajendra Kumari Bajpai as 
general secretary of the AlCC, Rajiv 
Gandhi has shown a determination to 
involve women in party affairs as 
well as in the difficult ta^ of nation* 



building. 

Why women? This is e question one 
could well ask. There are now 66 
women In Parliament, 42 of them in 
the Lnk Sabha and 24 in the Rajya 
Sabha. The Congressdl had fielded 
36 women in the last Lok Sabha 
elections and 36 of them won. Rajiv 
Gandhi has talked a great deal about 
his deaning up exercise, for which a 
giant broom is needed. And women 
wield the broom much better. Less 
dirt might be shoved under the car* 
pet and the broom would reach into 
the hidden corners a$ well. 

While there are mure women in 
Parliament, there are likely to be 
more women in the Legislative 
Asremblies. Rajiv Gandhi said to 
have told the Parliamentary Board 
that the percentage of women in the 
Assemblies should be far greater 
chan what it is in Parliament. The 
Mahila Congress (which in a year 
enrolled ten lakh members), had re¬ 
commended that women be given 
one Assembly ^eai in every Per* 

I lament ary constituency for the com* 
i ng Assembly elect ions in March. The 
Prime Minister in his quest went a 
step further and said that at least 20 
per cent of the seals should be given 
to women. 

Hit call to women was obviously 
heard. Outside the AlCC office on 
Akbar Road or in front of the houses 
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‘Women Will Take Long Strides 
in th e Years toj^m^_ 

Mamala Banerjee. MF. toid S^jnday 


For Msm^ia BanerJ^ (27) if has 
been a journey from an attfinary 
Congress worker tn elected rep¬ 
resentative of the i>e<tple in Parlia 
ment. Unassuming and confident, 
.^he is now the youngest womn/i MP 
in the Lok Sahha and one of the 
three women to have been elected 
from West Benge) Bhv won hy a 
margin of 20,000 voles from the 
Jadavpur constitueiwy defeating 
the veteran CPIlM) leader iiiimnath 
Chatterjee. Known as a crusader 
for the cause of women in her state. 
Mamata Sanerjee was optim.stk 
about the future of Mtinirn in this 
country .ind pledged to make her 
contribution to the same. Eircerpts: 

Q ; IVhtff role do Indian women 
play m national politics todays 
A; 1 Think they will emerge as a new 
personality especially of 

the re-naming uf a minisiry Cor 
women. It is said (hei morning 
shows the day. I Think in the »ame 
way Rajivji* by taking thU step, has 
paved the way for the progress and 
development of women in India. He 
has given an important sanction for 
education of wornen and child wel¬ 
fare. 

Q: What ‘vle do you foresee for 
women in the devefopmenr and 
integration of (he country? 

A: After the death of Mrs Gandhi, 
the newly elected women MP$ will 
be the spokesmen fur women in 
India. Seeing us, the ofhers will get 
motivuted and play a more active 
role in politics and social welfare. 
Together we will try and do uur 
utmost for women’s welfare. We 
will try and organise a large section 
of women from all walks of life. For 
example, there is the anti dowry 
law which iv not being utilised. 
Rajiv jj has already stated in Parlia¬ 
ment that there will be free educa* 
tion for women, which is very im¬ 
portant. With this step taken, I 
have already spoken to the 
women’s welfare minister. Mrs 

MaragathamChandrashekar.to do 
something for equal employment 
opportunities for women. 1 hope the 
Prime Minister agrees to this, in 
197S, during the International 
Women's Year, Mrs Gandhi had 
notified the ILO convention No 100 
for the right to equal wages for 


women. Now we want that the ri^hi 
10 equal employment should also be 
given to Indian women, according 
ru their status and qualifications. 

Q: What other steps should the 
government take to help women.’ 

A: He (the Prime Minister) has 
already proven that the faith re* 
posed in him by women will be paid 
back in kind by these things and he 
has fulfilled his promises. He has 
already, in a few days, done invalu¬ 
able work for woman and now ha is 
trying to implement other project* 
and ideas given to him. 






Q: What role will the women MPs 
play in this? 

A; We will be Ibe voice of ail* 
lions of women. If there is any case 
of atrocity against women or their 
negligence we will definitely raise 
it in Parliament. In the next session 
we will try to utilise ibe aoti-tiowry 
bill and law. We will also ooc heei* 
tate to oppose any steps taken by 
the government which goes against 
our demands and make cure our 
voices are heard as a group. 


of members of selection commiTtee 
(more women have also been 
appointed to these selection commit¬ 
tees), large numbers of women could 
be seen. Signs that the dawn of a 
woman’s era was on its way could be 
read on the faces of the women. 
There was confidence and candour 
and an awareness of women’s rights. 
The new guidelines for the selection 
of candidetes—honesty, education, 
hard working, etc—had been taken 
seriously. While this correspondent 
wes talking to Srikem Verma, gener¬ 
al secretary of the AlCC, a young 
woman from Chhatisgarh came to sae 
him. On the slip she had sent, in the 
'’reason for visit" column, the lady 
had penned: "Regarding a ticker for 
the Assembly elections.” Mr Verma 
displayed his enigmatic smile and 
said: "Sec the difference with 
women. Most men would have put 
down ’official’ as the purpose of their 
visit. Men beat about the bush. 




Shida 


women are generally more direct and 
honest in this approach " 

This lady obviously knew her 
rights and could not understand why 
she had not been given a ticket thus 
far. "Rajivji," she told Mr Verma, 
"has said that lie wants the seats to 
be given to the minority conununity, 
IQ women and to educated people. I 
am a woman, a Muslim, educated and 
hard'Working. 1 deserve a teat.." 

W hether it was the lady from 
Chhatisgarh or the countUai 
others who had trekked tn Delhi in 
search of a ticket, or the urben ellca, 
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‘PM Has a Positive Approach Towards Women’ 


Ttr« gnnd-niect of M»uUn9 Abul 
Kilam Aud, Sajma HeprvIlah.MP. 
was its tha news whan she was 
nominatad the dapury ehairman of 
the Rajya Sabha. Interestingly. Na> 
jma HeptaUah is from Bhopal 
which was once niJad by woman for 
four generations. She completed 
her doctorate in soology at the age 
of 23 and was a member of the 
committee set up for the Interna > 
tional Women's Year in 1975- Poli¬ 
tics came naturally to her, and once 
In Parliament in 1990 she had a 
powerful platform from where to 
express her views. Now, as deputy 
chairman of the Upper House, she 
plans to voice her demand (or 
development of Indian 

Q . With your varied experience 
oiwomeit'swelfarejiow would 
you view the plight of Indian 
women? 

A; A v«ry healthy trend existi in 
the country today. During Mrs Can* 
dhi's time there was trenendous 
effort to uplift the cause of women. 
The same attention has been trans* 
mitced to Rajivji and he has been 
able to inplement his Ideas in a 
better form by giving a larger rep* 
reseniation to women in the elec* 
tions and is going to do the same 
thing in the Assembly elections. 
Never before in the history of Indi* 
an Parliament have there been so 
may women in the Lok Sabha and 


Naima Heptuliah toJd Sunday 

the tUjya Sabha. as this time, 

Q: Hliat impact bare the recent 
statements made by the Prtae 
Mmjsrer had on the status of 
women? 

A: With his announcement about 
women being given free education, 

I think my own views have been put 
into actuality. I was lucky because 1 
got higher edtication. My grand* 
mother (Maulana Aaad’s sister) was 
the inspector of a women's school 
SO years ago But all women are not 
so lucky. Especially the rural 
women who 1 feel should also get 
education and employment, 

Q: What steps should the govern¬ 
ment take now to implement its 
plans in this regard.* 

A: 1 congratulate the Prime 
Minister for the great step he has 
taken within a few days of his 
election. Another thing whkh t am 
really happy about is his formation 
of a separate ministry and more so. 
giving it in the charge of a wom.in, 
who 1 am sure will go deep into the 
problems of women 1 am glad that 
she (the minister) has already orga¬ 
nised a meeting of all women MPs 
regardless of their party affilia- 
ttons. to make them into one party 
as far as their problems are con* 
cerned. This step was taken abov« 
party politics and individual prob¬ 
lems ik women m etch state were 
discussed. Now what we have tc 
decide is bow best we can utilise 


uur national resources like educa¬ 
tion, social welfare, exployment for 
the entire country and how to pre¬ 
pare our womenfolk to start think* 
ing in a modern fashion. Being a 
science student I strongly feel a 
modern and scientific outlook in 
life should be formulated in the 
mindc of women. 

Do you think other women 
Af propose to use Parliament as a 
platform to voice your demands? 

A. We have a lot of work to do. 
All the information we have col* 
lected wtU be computed and com* 
piled. We want to form an overall 
policy with the approval of Mr 
Ra|iv Gandhi. 1 think the steps he 
haa already taken are not steps but 
a giant leap for women. Free cduca* 
(ion is the basic thing. Once Indian 
women ere educated and play a 
more Mgnificant role in politics, 
(hen the country as a whole can 
progress. 

Rajjvp has kept his promise (o 
the country and hav a very positive 
approach towards women. Bui now 
ii IS up to each woman herself to act 
according lo her role as a house* 
Wife, worker or politician lu fulfil 
hoi responisibiliijes towards the 
country. Women from all castes and 
creeds should realise this and make 
use of the great opportunity Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi has placed before us. 

tnte n Sewed bp BHw Satin 


women obviously believe that it is 
time for them to enter politics. Un¬ 
doubtedly, a large number of women 
will presently vU in the Assemblies 
throughout the country. The crucial 
question which emerges is; Will they 
make a qualitabvo difference to pub* 
lie life in this country'^ Social prob* 
lems have generally been neglected 
in Parliament and in the Legislicive 
Assemblies and it seems that women 
have generally not been the keenest 
or persistent exponents of women's 
causes, but with the influx of women 
in politics, a large number of them 
social workers, Porliamenc might 

concern itself with the more basic 
and human problems. The bill on 
dowry, for instance, took a long time 
to be passed and even then the 
amendments to it were not good 
enough for most of the women's 
groups. Similarly, bills on social leg* 
ialilion have gathered more dust 
than intareit m Parliament. 


Women are more keenly aware of 
prices, of the drastic fall in human 
values, of the progressive dvlcnora 
tion of the quality of life. Simply pul. 



women might give a more human 
touch lo Parliament The wnmen in 
the ciphth l<c>k Sabii.i are educated 
and articulate, many of them with 
lung years ol social work behind 
ihcm. Most of them, unlike the older 
generation of women, are not profes 
sionul politicians. The earlier genera* 
lion comprised iho»e who entered 
politics through ihe freedom move¬ 
ment but iho new generation is made 
up of politicians who have other 
professions. There are actresses, doc* 
turs. social workers, teachers and 
academics, although it must be said 
that many of them entered politics 
on the b^u*ber,*bf>vi (daughter in* 
law. daughter, wife) bandwagon. For 
instance, the bafiu.*: of Lokepati Tri* 
pathi and Uma Sankar Dixit: chan* 
dra Tripat hi and Shiela Dixit, respec¬ 
tively; the wives of the chief minis* 
ters of Onssa and Bihar: Jayanti 
Fainaik and Manorimt Singh; 
Kishori Sinha is the wife of Biner 
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When service 
has come to mean 


action, no deiays and 
iDu nd-the-ciock'... 


What is India Pistons 
doing about this change? 


Ir>di< Pistons is worhins hard 
Or this obieclive Appointinf^ 
mo^ Mrvic« engineers and 
sales /eoiesentatives to 
strengthen the held operations 


Iridta Pistons*serv*ce has 
improved and has become 
better than ever Both 
customer servKe and 
technical service have been 
updated and streamlined id 
provide prompt action, no 
delays and service 
Tound-dw-clock. 


India Pistons- 
respcndwgtothe 
(m/ig^ etMtvnmeni 


Infact India Pistons today has 
developed a new assurance 
in answcnni customer 
queries, solving customer 
problems and orientinc luetf 
totally to customer service 


I4»C,WOO<I 


^3 INOM PISTONS LIMITED* MAORAS 




COVER STORY 

‘Rajiv Gandhi Owes His Success to Women’ 


BsaentigVy $ welfsn officer. Mrs 
Rod* Misery, MF,- cells herself §n 
^‘Mcej’denfsJ ^itieiMn." After work¬ 
ing for the Congress ectively for 
over 20 yeers, she Joined the 
opposition in jenuery t9S4. Silw 
continues to be the AJJ Indie Presi¬ 
dent of the Indian Council M Social 
Welfare. For two decades she has 
fought for the cause of rural 
women. She left the Congress ^be¬ 
cause I was frustrated and could 
not get things done. ^ Now she plans 
to continue her crusade against 
oppression of women from the floor 
of the House. 

O r 71ie Prime Minister has re¬ 
cently announced that the gov¬ 
ernment will take up the cause of 
women on a priority basis and there 
is also a special ministry set up for 
women welfare, How will this help 
the cause of women /n future^ 

A: That is all very well. But the 
feet remains that the niunber of 
women who hove won eccleim end 
who ere in the forefront, can be 
counted on your fingertips. This 
Parliament has now to many 
women MPs. This time of course 
God has been very kickd to women 
and the figure has gone up one'and* 
a*half times (and it is expected to 
go higher in the byelechons). But 1 
am not happy y.'ixh this. Why are we 
making such an issue of something 
which should have come nerurally 
to us? 

Q: In the elections, it was seen 
that the overwhelming support of 
the women efectorate to (he Con- 


Roda Mistry, MP, foJd Sunday 

geesMi) was largely rnjcnjmentef in 
its victory. What do the women now 
eepecr of the gevemment end the 
Prime Mioistet ? 

A: That is very mie. Mr Gandhi 
owes his success totally to the 
women and the youngsters During 
the campaign when I was touring 
the BJP strongholds all the women 
were in fevour ol the Congress(I> 
because they thought Rajiv Gandhi 
looked veiy handsome! Now. I am 
told by the Conpess party MPs that 
be is trying his best to fulfil his 
promises made to women. Even in 
the allocation of tickets for the 
Assembly seats, he wants to give e 
generous Quota to women. He has 
renamed the ministry as the minis¬ 
try of social and women welfare. In 
fact, when I met Mrs Chan* 
drashekhar,the minister, during the 
first meeung of the ministry, I told 
her 1 was very heppy that the 
government of India has at last 
woken up. But 1 also pointed out 
that in Andhra Pradesh. Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka we have had 
such a department since the last 
two decadn. In 1978 1 had toured 
the entire country demanding such 
4 department but only Karnataka 
agreed to implement my sugges* 
tion. 

Q: As the Prime Mjmsrer who has 
woo with a historic mandate, what 
steps should Mr Rajiv Gandhi take 
so that muDej) can play a more 
crucial role in netional polktes^ 

A: 1 will only repeat what 1 have 
said for years. The best thing that 
the Prime Minister can do for the 


women is give them the right to 
work. We have done so many things 
for women which have proved to be 
a failure. All the unattachad 
women should be given a job by the 
government by right. Or, they 
should be given unemployment re* 
lief. Now the Prime Minister has 
said that he will give free education 
to all women. These are things that 
make us very hap^, but will he be 
able to achieve this? There are so 
many things Mr Gandhi has said 
and we are watching bis perform* 
•nee, but I doubt if he will be able 
10 fulfil all his promises. 

Q: Do you then foresee a dim 
future for India women? 

A: No. I am sure the changes will 
be substantial but I am afraid only 
of ona thing. The government 
should be able to give cenain facili* 
ties to them. What upsets me is the 
stubUorness of the government. Por 
example, in the Legal Aid Celii we 
had to force the Li^ovemer to 
appoint a lady officer. They' have 
named the cell as anii*dowry cell. 1 
have been screaming since two 
years that it should be renamed as 
atrocities against womenl But this 
has not been done. This shows what 
facilities the government can pro* 
vide women. What is the point of 
setting up a cell which cannot hand* 
le cases of all atrocities against 
women. How and whom can we 
convince about such things? I sio* 
cerely hope that Rajiv Gandhi can 
make the required changes and 
expedite such projects. 

iwSawSsaW ay Msr ga^ 


leader Satyendra Narayan Sinha. Dr 
Sumati Oraon. widow of the tnbal 
leader. Kartik Orton, Begum Abide 
Ahmed, Usha Verma, Premilatai 
Chavan and many othm. 

Many of these women appear to be 
efficient and practical. Shieia Diitii 
\4S), who was elected from Kaneuj 
and is an MA in history has been 
informally involved in politics since 
1969. when her fatber*iti*law. Uma 
Shankar Diiii (the present Coventor 
of West Bengal), fell ill and she had 
to help him. Social work is her main* 
stay and she intends to continue it. 
She is interested in health prograaa* 
mes, especially the health of women, 
who are generally neglected or ex* 
peered to suffer in silence. She feels 
chat a Parliamant with more younger 


people and more women has a '‘more 
list century look.” Mrs Dixit, who is 
married to an IAS officer, also has a 
no-nonsense air about her. She 



appears to take the ticket-seekers 
touching her feet in this season of 
ticket hunters in her stride and tack¬ 
les people in a firm and decisive 
manner. 

The youngest vfoman member of 
Parliament is Dr Mamata Banerjee 
(27). who has already become famous 
for having defeated the 

CP1(M} leader Somnath Chanerjee 
in the Jadavpur constituency near 
Calcutta, a Marxist stronghold. 

Actress Vyjayanthimala is, of 
course, the most visible among the 
new women MPs and has been seen 
speaking in Parliament quite often. 

Vfbether the women MPs form a 
lobby within Parliament to espouse 
the cause of women is not certain. 
Traditionally, the women have kept 







(•OVFR STORY 


'The Government Has Never 
Discouraged Women’ 


Kiron Bedi (oJd Stfsihw 


Mrs Ktran Bedi was the first indh 
an woman to join the fPS m S972. 
She was the deputy commissioner 
of police (DCP) Delhi, and later the 
DCP (traffic}. She faced a major 
challenge while handling waffii 
arrangements for the Ninth 
Carnes held in the capital and the 
Commonwealth Conference in Ooa. 
In S978, she was awarded the police 
gallantry award and nominated the 
woman of the year in 1980 Hy (he 
Jawaharlal .VeAru Foundation. Prv~ 
aentiv she is the deputy director oi 
(he Industrial Contingency Board 
She was frank and candid while 
talking 10 SONOAY. Excerpts- 

What role do you see ioi 
%itIndian women today? 

At 1 foresee a very equal role 
though it is far from e<iuaJ. U you 



Kim Bedi 

Me the mandate which has brou^i 
this governnient to power, it (has 
been possible because of) the youth 
and women. So when women have 
played such a crucial and in¬ 
strumental role in voting the Con¬ 
gress tu power, there is no reason 
why the women should not take an 
active rule in shaping the destiny of 
the country. 

Q: Who: do you think of the 
recent steps taken by the Prime 
Minisrer and accoidingly 

announced in ParUameni fot the 
upfiftxnenr of women? 

A: The step has raised a verv 
optimistic* and positive hope m our 
minds. As women we are very hope¬ 
ful by nature, and the declarations 
made by the Prime Minister ^ow a 
very clear and determined mind 


and also that he means to do some* 
thing pusiiivv for the welfare of 
wonivn. The mONt important step 
taken by him is creating a welfare 
niimstiv exclusively for women. 
But it is only the results which will 
fulfil them or shatter hopes. 

^ In the pofice set up what 
changes can he brought about by 
the goceiument to ensure that 
women play a more active role in 
the }HnfessM>o? 

A. Vm afraid women have yet to 
make a breakthrough in this field, 
since they constitute a very small 
percentage in the Indian police. 
Women have a very important role 
to play not only in the IPS, but also 
at the police station level where 
ordinary, uneducated, rural women 
come to repuri. The presence of a 
woman in a police station is impor* 
tant so that the female complainant 
can pour uut her giievartces to the 
reporting officer. I feel at lease if 
we have women duty officers in 
metropolitan cities, it would go a 
long way in encouraging women to 
report their plight without hesita* 
(ion. These proposals are with the 
government but awaiting sanctiort. 
It should, in fact, be made manda¬ 
tory to have womeii duty officers. 
This can wipe away a common 
grouse o( thousands with one 
stroke. 

Q: Do you think the speed of 
development of women will be 
accelerated in years to come? 

A. The speed will be much faster 
as can be Mrvii bv the initial steps 
taken by the Prime Minister, but 
the cause will have to be the women 
themselves The government has 
never disenuruged women from 
coming into the limelight but Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi has a very unh^ue 
opportunity before him to help the 
cause of women One important 
factor IN that he i$ a man: Mrs 
Gandhi as a woman, doing some¬ 
thing for women may have seemed 
chauvinistic. As a man, Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi has a plus factor. If he does 
something for women he is only 
fulfilling hiN duties as Prune Minis¬ 
ter. and will be seen as a large- 
hearted man who wants to do some¬ 
thing for the oppressed sea. 


themselves away frM» joining such 
pressure groups. But it does seem 
that they intend to get down to 
business. Ten days after Parliament 
opened, the minister for women's 
development and social welfare, cal¬ 
led a meeting of women MPs to 
discuss issues relating to women. 
Some of the measures which will be 
taken up include a bill for interim 
maintenance for women seeking di¬ 
vorce. The bill has already been 
introduced. An anti-dowry bill which 
envisages educational opportunities 
for women and jobs is another. Other 
measures being consideredarehealth 
curds for prostitutes and the aboli* 
tion of the practice of devadesis. 

Tli« Mahila Congress which was 
made a frontal organisation of the 
CongressdV-ln a manner similar to 
which the Youth Congress was in the 
mid-Seventias—has emerged as a re¬ 
cruiting ground for future MPs and 
MLAs. The realisation of the fact 
(hat the women had voted in such 
large numbers for the ruling party in 
the lest Lok Stbha elections, has led 
to women being given a greater role 
in the coming Assembly polls. While 
the Parliamentary Board had in its 
guidelines suggested that 20 per cent 
of the seats he given to women, the 
Mahila Congress, (he woraenY cell of 
(be All India Congress Committee 
has only been able to recommend 400 
women candidates to the Board. 

Gandhiji brought women out of 
their homes during the struggle for 
independence. Jawaharlal Nehru fol¬ 
lowed in the same vein lo some 
extent. The new Prime Minister 
appears to want women to become a 
**rear polirical force One of the 
major reasons for this step is that 
women could bring about change 
more quickly, especially in the sensi¬ 
tive and often politically costly task 
of family planning. Women could 
also bring more and more women out 
of the homes and translate their 
increasingly visible power to the be* 
nefit of the ruling party. 

The cynics might say that Rajiv 
Gandhi brought in the women be¬ 
cause of the growing importance of 
women as an independent and impor¬ 
tant votebank Tliey could be partial¬ 
ly ri^t. But women, and this men in 
Parliament concede, are prone to be 
less corrupt, more hard working, 
meticulous, with an eye for detail 
and loyal. The women in Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's pities are certainly going to 
change the style and tempo of Parlia¬ 
ment. Perhaps, the first step has 
already been taken; A women's elec- 
tbn manifesto has already been pre- 
pered by ISO nun-policical women's 
organisetions of Cultrat 
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COVER STOK 


The Woman in Rajiv Gandhi’s Life 


I t wa& initially a tala of three 
women and a man. There was 
Rajiv Rattan Gandhi in the centre. 
On his side, in front, was his mother 
Indira Gandhi. Behind him. his wife 
Sonia Gandhi. On his other side, 
was his chon bhabj, Menaka Gan* 
dhi. It was a picture of a happy 
family. Rut the horrible afternuon 
of 31 October 19144 changed all 
(hat: Indira Gandhi had gone and 
Menaka Gandhi had moved out into 
the arena of opposition politics. 

From then on there has only been 
one woman in the life of Kajiv 
Gandhi: his wife. Soma. Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi. .said to bean intensely private 
pernun (Interviews arc taboo) has 
yrvferrod io remain behind the cur* 
turns <>r t Safdurjang Road. But she 
hus had to step into the limelight, 
albeit reluctantly, and until now 
behind very dark glasses. January 
saw the Prime Ministers wife 
hazard into iliu territory of photo* 
graphvrs There was the Republic 
Dav puradi', the folk dances, (he 
official visit of ihc King of Bhutan, 
the baiinuuiv given bv the I'resi 
(lent and her hiivbund. the Prime 
Minister, for the heads of .slate who 
h.til Clime III Delhi for the one day 
Nummit on nucieur disarmoment. 

The public life ul Sonia (*undhi 
hod begun. It » being said ihut the 
Prime MinisturS wife might set up 
a secretariat lo help her in her 
public duties. After all. Nancy 
Reagan has one, r«s have the wives 
of many world leaders. Rajeshwai i* 
Tandon who has been appointed as 
social secretars in the PM*s office 
(Usha Bhagat resigned shortly after 
Mrs Gandhi was assassinated i. 
might lend a helping hand. The 
duties of a PM’s wife would involve, 
in addition to playme hostess, con¬ 
siderable amount of emrespond- 
ence and, of course, inaugurating 
various functions. However, at pre* 
sent. Sonia Gandhi is busy setring 
up house in the PM's new residence 
on Race Course Road. 

What kind of person is the PM*s 
ItuliHii born wife? A very private 
pet son, her whole world centres on 
her luivbanO und iheir two childtvii. 
Priyunka aud Kahul, who have 
since 31 Ociober not gone to school. 
Says a friend: **She love> her family 
hut her husband is her life. Yuu 
should see that when one of them 
walks iniu a ruom, the way the face 
<if the other lights up...*' 

The house is the centre of the 






K«jh (••ndhi wNh Sonia t.^ndhl M chr 4wail: mppcirliiv ri4r 


univerw and the kiulien a very 
imp<iriarit p.iit ot ihi< tiniveisv 
S4(ma Gandhi iovcsiuiook She has 
mastered the an ot Kjslimiri 
cuisine, bui the p^rsMs and thi* 
fasagno.s an? not neglected eiihei 
Good bread is one id (lie Me><knes 
ses of the (iandlii liousvImIU. In 
more caretu-c times, when thc'tr 
circle oi friends was lurgei and not 
under the supeivision of the secur- 
My men. she would often make 
special dishes and take them lo 
friends’ houses f<ir diniiei 

Sonia Gandhi lias an<MhcT duty 
ni»w. With Indira Gandhi nu longer 
there, she is the one tu Im* cnii* 
cerned with the laijH*r Nehru fami* 
ly. When bsl month, the Jawuhar- 
Ul Nehru uwaid for Imernatumel 
Understanding hud to be given, it 
wasSuiiia Gantih* whom.oU* ft antic 
phone uill'. lo lijie the v.mious 
mernliers ot ihe Nehru famiK and 
invite I he* in lot ih<* I unction She 
^are.s with hcT mothei *in-iaw an 
eye for detail and the ahililv to 
remember the smallest uf facts. 
Says another iriend' "She si» 
con's ideraie. She wiU reirwinber iu 
«end a porticuUr kind of heeng (a 
kind of $pic«i to a Kashmiri rela* 
(iv«. or what (hare was for dinner 


when so .inu sii came many year* 
ago ’ 

l.anguiiges interest the PMS 
wile. .She speaks Russian. iTench. 
Poiiuguese, Spanish, Kngbsh. Hin¬ 
di and, of couise. her mniher ton- 
gm*, lidlian hi fad. ir was while 
leal ning English .ii die School cif 
Languages m Camlnidgu that she 
met Kajiv Gnndli) Art is another 
li»ve. She learned restoration of 
painimgs at die NalcUKil Gallery of 
Modern Art Music, especially 
<ip(*rii. Intel osrs her a great deal. 

Soma Gandhi’s shyness notwith¬ 
standing, she ha*, played an impur* 
tani rule iK'himl the scenes in her 
husband's iniJilical life, though by 
and Urge over the telephone. She 
mav. an her friends saVi have been 
(cluciant to leihct husband enter 
ludiiics. but once fie decided, she 
played the ide.d supportive rule. 

I oi I wo vc.ii .. upn» the elect inns 
slit* sv«*iM to Anielhi foi three ddv:s 
eveiv munth r. visit the villages 
jiid distribuie medicine. Her ita- 
lUn orientod Hindi went down well 
with the vilUgeis. "Bafiu ram. do 
noi come here, we wilt vute fnr you 
anyway/' they told her. And, thev 
did. 

ModfiM mt. New DeM 
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COVER STORY 


‘A Country Cannot Forge 
Ahead Without Women’ 


Mohsj'na fCidwai (aJdSrNiwv 

While India ha}> had a wuman at 
the helm fiu SO veers, mini.V' 

ters have raivlv been /liven cabinet 
rank- Miih.snia KiOwm in Pain- Can 
dhi's new-hvk cabinet n- the third 
wnman in India to have been made a 
cabinet itiinisiei: Kni Kumari Amnt 
Kaurin the Fiftit's and hidira Caiidhi 
in the SiMiies were the other two 
Ironic ally eiuni/iU. .* mnudn l*rime 
MitiKier did nnf hare tim* woman 


known nationally in S97S when shf 
won the Azamgarh Lok Sabha seer on 
ii Congress ticket. She became the 
first person from Mrs Gandhi's fresh 
Iv iplit partv (o make a comeback 
after the staggenng 1977 defeat 
when the Congress lost all 8S seats in 
Vriar Frudesh. Mrs Kidwai was presi¬ 
dent of the Uiiar Pradesh Congress 
Cornmiiice rLTCC; for a brief 
period. On Mrs Gandhi's xewm to 


Q : ! beheve that you called a 
meeting of all women members 
of Parliament including opposition 
MPs. This must be the first lime such 
a meeting has taken place. 

A: Yes, I calied the women M?$ 
and I mu&t say that the response was 
good, even from the opporicion. I 
wanted to seek their help in increas* 
ing tha people's participation in mat* 
ters of health and family planning. 
All of them showed a genuine con* 
cern about the population growth: 
they saw it as a national problem. 

Q: Did you face any discrimination 
as a woman, either from your family 
or society as such in your political 
career? 

4* 1 faced no discrimination at all. 
My mother's brother. Shafiqur Reh 
man Kidwai. the first education 
minister in UP. was part of rha 
Khilafai movement. Wc belonged tn 
the zamindar class, hue we revolted 
during the freedom movement. M> 
father*in*Uw. Jamiui Rehman Kid¬ 
wai. encouraged me to enter politics 
In fact, when he fell ill in 1960. 
people said that only a member of 
our family could become a member 
of the Legislative Council from Bara 
banki. That Is huw I came into poli* 
tics. 

0: Why is ir generally only the 
bahus fdaughterS'W law)ar the bet is 
(daughters^ whu are the ones tu entei 
politics? 

Ar My joining politics as a hahu 
was just by way of an introduction. 
After all. I could not have continued 
for so long on the basis of being a 
hahu. My father in-law could just as 
easily have asked one of his sons to 
enter politics instead of ma. 

Q: Wasn't the fact, that you as a 
Muslim were entering the political 
world,an enormously big step? 

A: My family ware good Muslims, 
but they were progressive We were 
never compelled to stay indoors, 
there was no bandish (obstacle) to 
our going out. My fetherimlaw work* 
ed for the upliftment of women and 1 
was a social worker. 1 think I am still 
primarily a social worker and (con* 
tinue to be) absorbed in this. It is to 
the great credit of our leaders that 
they drd not want 50 per cent of the 
population of the country, women 
that is. to get left behind. A country 
cannot go ahead without women. It 
was very difficult at that time: 
mothers'in-law at home did not al 
ways approve, neither did many bus* 
baflds...Those were difficult times. 
There were some women who deli¬ 
vered rheir babies in jail. 

Qj With 42 women members in the 
Lok Sabha, will there be a qualita 
live change in Partiameni and in 
public life? 

A: The present Prime Minister 




PM campHianinc fm I'Mia Itiuii 1'oinar. C'aegrMMlIcafMlfataca fraa AJ^Earb 


minister —cither than herself^with 
cabinet rank. The soli spoken. union 
minister ioi health and familv weh 
fare is greatly icspvcted—even by 
her own colleagues —becau.se she has 
made ir the hard way up the slippery 
political ladder She entered politics 
in 1960 through one of the small 
doers: she was elected to a local body 
and was later made a member of the 
Upper House in l/ttar Pfade.vb. 
Elected to the Vidhaii Sabha in 1974 
from the Barabanic; Assembly consti 


from the Barabanki Assembly consti I ti 
taenev. Mrs Kidwai becaim well I n 

- - 


power in 1990. she was given a berth 
in the labour ministry, from which 
ahe moved on to the ainis^ ci 
health- Later, she was made minister 
of state with independent charge in 
the ministry of rural development. 

In the 1994 Lok Sabha efectionA 
Mrs Xfdwei won /rom the parliamen¬ 
tary constituency of Meerut Fight¬ 
ing for the cause of women. Mrs 
Kidwai intends to improve the condi* 
rron of women, both through legisla¬ 
tion and through greater participa 
tion nf voluntary organisations. 



wanes a change. Ke wants resMcted. 
devoted and dedicated parliamenta* 
rians. There is a lot o( work to be 
done and a loi of changes are lo 
come. We have to get ready to step 
into the 21 $t century. 

Q: Will the separate ministry, 
which tht Prime Miojsfer has crc> 
a ted for women's affeirs, reeJIv help 
the cause of women? 

A: This step shows the Prime 
Minister's keenness for the uplift- 
menc of women. He hat also empha¬ 
sised the need for women to be 
educetedi to be freed from the bonds 
of illiteracy. Mahatma Gandhi used 
to say that if you teach a woman, the 
entire family is taught. The move to 
de link degrees from fobs also ^ows 
the PM’s intentions A new ministry 
is important because it elso involves 
an increase in the budget. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi talked about drastic changes. 
The changes are now taking place. 

What are the priorities? 

A: The first is education. This 
should be done not only through 
books. Education should inculcate a 
certain amount of broad-mindedness, 
today mothers-ln-law trouble their 
daughters*in*law for dowries. There 
are so many atrocities (committed) 
on women. 

Women must speak up. In my own 
ministry the most impurtant task is 
concerned with population growth. 
From two or three children, the | 
thrust (now) is on two children. But ' 
coercion or rhakrj (being tough) will i 
not help, only education will. We 
have to explain how important fami¬ 
ly planning is for the family 

Qr IVouJd you say that women are 
the main motor of sociai change in 

Mia? I 

A: Yes, women are the motor of 
social change. Whenever there have 
been great changes, the youth and 
women have been respon.tible. Dur¬ 
ing the time of the British, when 
Candhiji said that nobody should 
wear clothes made outside the coun¬ 
try—and you know huw fund women 
are of clothes and jewellery—women 
were the first to make a bonfire of 
the pardesi (foreign) clothes. When 
Jawaharlal Nehru made an appeal 
for help during ilie 1962 war with 
China, women happily gave their 
jevrellery. 

Q: What measures would you advo¬ 
cate for women? 

A: Working girls should be looked 
after. I (eel that society as a whole 
should respect women and not look 
at them with a fiurt nasar. We work 
shoulder to shoulder with men. This > 
attitude of (heirs, the way they con¬ 
sider women should change...Our 
films with all the sex and violence 
feed this unhealthy attitude. 


Q: Are women coming forward to 
contest in the Assembty eiectionr.’ 

A: There baa been an awakening 
among women; they have recognised 
their rights. 38 per cent of women in 
the rural areas did not know anv- 
thing earlier. During its Bangalore 
meeiing, the Mahila Congress asked 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi ro ensure that 20 
per ceni of (he Assembly seals be 
given to women. This might be a 
little high for the time being hut we 
should definitely gel IS per ceni lot 
the seats). 

The Prime fdimstcr's guidelines 
for choosing recipientx of tickets for 


Women should 
ooneentrate on human 
problems...They should 
go out and tell 
villagers about the 
need for 

edueatlon... Child 
marriages ought to be 
stopped. A girl gets 
married at the age of 12 
and is a mother by 13 . 
while she is still a 
child. Legislation 
cannot really solve 
social problems. 
Society has to change; 
uti was so cruel, but 
society did not accept 
it. This should also 
happen with dowry. 


the Assembly ehaions are quite 
nuvcf.* M’fvntist^ doctors educated 
people, yuufh. women, e* 
senrcem^n arc* unusual, h it the 
beginning of a new era? 

A: There is alwavs a nava samanu 
(new era). Bui I would like io empha¬ 
sise the fact that a woman tms in her 
aU the qualities of a good social 
worker: honesty, truthfulness, mam- 
(A imaiernal feclingsi and decisive 
i)tf\>. A woman can ilvlivcr the gikHl-- 
Uuik at It this wav* il is sht- who has 
to decide what is to hv cooked, which 
school (u send the children to.get thv 
houie cleaned and look after its 
maim enance.. There are a hundred 


decisions to ukv in the house eveiv 
day. 

p: To rcriij'ii r«i yoi/r jtcrsimul life 
tm a nuimem Wus ii lun diiin ult u> 
uuiWfHnaif s>otHicai diUiV' with voui 
(furies jf /iom<* and <i\ .i inoihui ^ 

Ar 1 have three d.nighrcr.s. tw'o of 
whom lire miiriit'd and a TS-vvarold 
with me. And I am .i prood grand¬ 
mother. Bur vou sL-e I w.n luikv. My 
faihvi-iii-ljH proU'^ird me. I cmild 
ciol hdvo maiiugcil wirlioul my hus¬ 
band L'oo)>«-rdii(>n My pareuis iii' 
law pui me iiuo iKiIilivs and I hey 
looked at lei mv children. 

U’l// thviv hi* .1 iViaage hi rhe 
approach to family ptanmng? ft has 
hewn 4 sensinsv suhwet thus I nr 
hcKimsi* <<!<*«'( 0*11 v;it<<vhr« do not 
mrnium it. 

A 1 I hulk ih.li moil slmiild also be 
II.lined |.a|uoMO|>v .i|>|>e«irs to be 
i|uiie simple .iikI cmsv I would n<»t 
onlv liHi* lo oinph.isivi- ihc gov- 
1*1 nini'ni pi ugi aiimios Veil unr ary 
oigauisations vhtnilJ be hmughi in. 1 
livlieve It shiiulil he done for the 
l>eo|>le and bv the i>eopie—family 
planning is a wav of liiV. Private 
piaclilioners ^.hoiild also Ik* involved 
in family pUnning. 

Q' Isn't /io/i(ic» a dirr.v game? 

A If vou are dean youi self, there 
IS no dll IV g.tmc Voa have to decide 
lx hat vou want to do nnd achieve it. 
this Anli-l>e 1 eciion Kill is a good 
ihiiig li will pot .III slid lo ihis il.uly 
liiifhi.iuii and rcvioiv (Itmoiiacv. 

It har IS fsfH'i'tvJ oi ilw new lot 
in Paili.imeni' 

A Sinceriu. h.iid w<rk Wnmen 
should s'limetiliale on human proh- 
lenis—on the prulilenis ol ihv women 
.mil the piKir, Thvv should go out and 
(el) villageis about (he need lot 
edutaiion I ihink shild marnage 
ought lo be slo|>(>ed A gul gets 
married .ii the .ige of 12 and is a 
mol her bv H. while she iv still a 
child, f.egislarioii c. ioiot really solve 
social pioblems Scw’ietv has in 
i liange. sari w as xe ciue). but finuliy 
Mxieiv dill iioi jcrepi ii and ir (was) 
finished lliix should also happen 
wiih (tuwTV. 1 low IV lx a compleii 
pbi'iionienon* ii ix .in cconiimic piob- 
ii.m People wmiii a high sianduid ot 
life, e.isv montv. (bi Is are. therefore, 
given an infeiiotiiv complex. 

As I said tJibvi. edoiaiinn is the 
ciux 111 (he mallei and the most 
imporiam agv is ihe pre-piimary 
when the stamp is pui on the child's 
mind. We shouo’ have g<»od trained 
teachers whu know' something about 
child (iftychohigv 

(}: So. vou n mid «.rc rhjr rfie 
piOHOice of so niani' oo/iivii m /*ar 

li.imeiir uiJl make i( u sofu-i. more 

finni.ia plaie. 

A: Yes,..11 will 

Maidfiietf by Madhv Mn 
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Cover story 


*Women ar e Equal Pa rtner s in Nation Building' 

Morgaret AJva, ministero/stateforporiiamentary a/fairs, toJd Sunpay 


In h^r ^arly Fcrtiaa, Margaret 
AJva, minister of slate for pariiamen- 
tary affairs, is a ieading woman mem¬ 
ber of the Congressfii. Founder- 
convenor of the Mahila Congress, the 
party's womens' wing. Mrs Atva has 
been a prominent leader since the 
early Seventies, when she was made 
a joint secretary of the 4iCC She 
left Mrs Indira Gandhi's party in 
1979, became a leading opposnion 
member in the Rajya Sabha, and 
rejoined the party m i9H3. .Sftf is an 
active housewife besides being a 
leader: our correspondent found her 
helping her with her child's home¬ 
work when he went to inteniew her. 

Q : Vou arc a successlul woman 
pohncitiii. having become a 
minister Yaut m<Hherni law. Mrs 
Violet Ah a. loo was a leading woman 
politician in her time^. Have yt»a 
ever faced uny discriminution or ob¬ 
struction from men in pitlitics^ 

A: You see J think it is a question 
of utntudtfs. For irisittnce. ibere are 
manv who beJi«v« lhai being a 
minority is a handicap. Hut as Christ* 
iam, we have always come into Par* 
liament with the support of the 
majority community. Whether it is 
the Rajya Sabha or in the local 
elections. I have never felt that 2 was 
different from the rest: I just fitted 
in. Su also 1 have found as u woman. 
It is true that probably one has to 
fight a little more and may be some 
of us appear to be a Utile more 
aggressive than wv should be, that is 
because you always feel thai vou 
have goi to prove that vou can do 
something, ihoi you are as go(>d as 
the men or generally hc*tier than 
them il you are to bu accepted. in 
tUm sense, it is a louglt battle every 
woman lights. Bui I must say that 
nobody has ever held it against me m 
any field that I am a womans 
wheiher while I am speaking on a 
public platform or while being tnem* 
I ber of committees—f have always 
! found: haiono ha!« been appreciated if 
; you arc prepaieJ to do ihc joh or if 
I you aie capaUU* of doing il. Bui I 
don't dunk jiiN woinjii m |)i>luu^ Cdo 
be pushed <»ut ur not be allowed t<i do 
Numeihiiig. But the point is that one 
I should nni expect to get something 
I just because you are a woman. Thai 
j tvould be reverse discrimination. 
I There are some who believe chat 
liecause women must K* given repre* 
sentation, whether you are fit or not 
wheiher you can do tlie job ur not, 
you must get it because yuu aie a 
woman, I think that is ulvi unfair. 


Q: There is a new thrust on women 
in the government's po/iefes. Il'hex is 
the reaiim for this? 

A 1 think the party ha» gratefully 
acknowledged the role that the 
woman voter played in the recent 
elections. The massive mandate 
which the Congresstll received was 
in a large way due to the votes of the 
women Besides that. I think evert in 
the party, the Mahlla Congress had 
played a very big role in the last one 
year and particularly in (he recent 
elections in mobilising voters for the 
party. I think it was very giacious of 
the Prime Minister that in one of the 
first siatements after the victory, 
speaking in Delhi, he (hanked ihe 
women voters fr»r the suppoir which 
Ihrv exieiidi'iJ (o ihe party, i think it 
was hut na I lira I ihai he kepi the 
wumen ol India in mind while furmu 
lating (he policies of the new giivern' 
mem. The first ihing he did was ihe 
setring up of the sepaiate ministry 


a ^ 




The Coiigress(I) has 
gratefully 

acknowledged the role 
. (hat the woman voter 
played in the recent 
elections. The massive 
mandate which the 
party received was in a 
large way due to the 
votes of the women. 
Besides that, I think that 
even in the party, the 
Maliila Congress had 
, played a very big role. 


for women ind socisil welfare. We dirt 
have emphasis on women's program* 
me before, but now there is a minis* 
try with a woman minister, (hat too a 
senior person like Mrs Margatham 
Chandrashekhar, member of the 
Congress Parliamentary Board, with 
a long innings in politics. This shows 
that (he Prime Minister wants some* 
thing to emerge, something concrete 
tocome from this new ministry Even 
fn the President's address to the joint 
session of Parliament, a special men* 
tion was made about a new approach 
to women’s problem^ and the Presi* 
dent announced the ccheme for free 
education for girK npto the high 
school level This 1 think is a very 
welcome step in the ruhi direction, 
Women hdvc never lagged behind in 
their desire io do someihmg, hut I 
think educaiion and training for the 
Indian woman is a prime ntreessity if 
they have to play their role us equal 
partners In nation building. 

Q. Will were the founder-convener 
ol the MabiU Congress and stilt 
meupy this organisafioual i>ost. Why 
was the MahiU Congress formed, 
earlier onlv a cell in the AlCCdealt 
with women... 

A: Weil, there were some who 
sarcastically said that it was only an 
eiecdon gimmick and that once the 
elections are uver we would be for* 
goilen. But 1 must say that ever since 
Rajivji took over as the general 
secretary of the party, he was very 
particular about revitalising the 
from orga'>i>^riori< While wumen 
did lonstirute a very Urge part of the 
membership as well the support 
basi’ of the party, women were just 
pusJied into what used to be called 
(he women's wing, or the women's 
front or the women's celWit was 
variously known in the different 
states^which really did not enjoy an 
independent or autonomous status, 
When Rajivji came, he said if the 
youth had been given so much of 
freedom to act and so much scope for 
initial I V 0 i then whv shouldn'i ihe 
womiii get It jIhi? 

Il I*. 1C ry si,;niikd(it ihul in The evc 
of rhi*. tiiieuary year of the Congress 
the women jtot an independent head* 
quarters in Delhi as the national 
headquarters of the Mahlla Con* 
gress. We were given all the necas* 
sary facilities; we were consulted on 
the question of selection of women 
candidates for the Luk Sabha elec* 
tinns. Now, fop the first time, state 
conveners of the Mahila Congress 
are members of the state Hection 
commit lees, which gives them the 







right 10 select women candidates in 
the statess In the past, the rejection 
of women was left entirely to the 
men. It is basically Rajiv|i*s 
approach. He said that unless you get 
the women involved and allow them 
to feel that they have some sort of 
status, and some kind of stake in 
organising and mobiling. the women 
will not be able to really contribute 
their best, Nnw the Mahila Congress 
has an independent constitution. 
That in itself has given the women 
more $elf*conftdence and the desire 
to do something. Of the 3d women 
put up by the party in the recent 
elections, apart from two in Andhra 
Pradesh, all have won. Now we have 
the largest number of women in the 
history uf the Lok Sahha, 

Q: Wh^t IS tht criterion fm iii* iiif: 
tickets to women cjndidotes? 

A: You cannot eliminate any one 
seciion and bring m wmeune else. 
But I would say one thing. Por insi> 
once, when women candidates were 
discussed, there were many who said 
that Uahilu Congress should Iw dis¬ 
cussed. there were many who said 
thiit the Mabilu Congiess should take 
the seals where there were no sir ting 
memlieis of the p.iriv. which nivani 
we should tuke jJl the seats where 
the party hjJ iosi in the Iasi vice 
tions. So we s«iid ihat the women 
cannot be expected to take only 
those seats which had gone tu the 
opposition for niie reason or the 
other. So far. women have been given 
tickets not only because they are 
members of the women's wing, but 
because they have been return' 

I mended by either the chief minister 
^ or the PCC president. Now we are 
I insisting that if you want to buiJd 
! womcK't organisation in the partv. 

I then tickets have to bv given to party 
I functionariw liind toi the women 
who have given time and energy to 
the party. And in that sen.se. the 
trend really is changing now As far 
as your question about the criterion 
ia concerned, we would certainly 
want the young and the 

experienced. We cannot go on with 
the same faces for ever. But we 
would also think uf bringing women 
from the reserved c**miit uendes. 
Men noimully ctinter the icsened 
^al.s foi the sihiduled (.isles and 
the scheduled tubes w<* want 
wunten also to be nominated tiom 
these eun> 1 II ueneItfs, hesrdes. wvair 
getting many educated. pn)f«ssional 
women who want to contest the elec* 
tions. So. I think the composition 
would be quite a mixed bag: age. 
rurai. urben communities to be rep* 
resented. In fact, this time we are 
I trying to push the idea that we 
j should have une seat per parhamen* 

I tery constituency ro'be cuntested by 
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No woman can be 
successful in politics 
without the support of 
her husband. From the 
beginning if I have been 
able to do anything 
outside the house it has 
been because I have a 
very understanding, 
encouraging and patient 
husband. But with the 
children I had to give up 
a lot of things which 1 
would have enjoyed 
doing... 


I women. If this dorw. we would 
have, apart from the district conven¬ 
er of the .Vfahila Cnngress. perhap^. 
also the lucai MLA to build up the 
nucleus for the iirgaiitsaluin at the 
disttKt level. 

0. Tuiking at prvfewiwat women, 
you yoorsetf ere a lawyer, ftere you 
taken up any women V caites m the 
court? 

A: Yes> 1 have always felt most 
involved in issues which concerned 
women. Or, where the question of 
conciitutional ri^ls wpie involved. 
Mv husband and 1 luught the air 
hi;ctec.>vs cax.* whKh weni to the 
' Siipicmo Oujji—the fomaJe cabin 
vrvw ol iIh’ InJirtii AllI|llL•^ K-lt that 
(hey were being div^riminated 
ugjinsl purely on I he Iiums t»f sex. 
Tliey knocked on many d<K>rs. but 
even the unions were not prepared to 
help them, because (hey were also 
male’domioered. So. finally on my 
advice they agreed to go lo the 
Supreme Court. I w:iuld not say that 
we goi a I Of) per cent victory, be¬ 
cause we were asking for panty in all 
service condiHoos. including retire¬ 


ment age, wilh the male niuff, whu go 
on working lill the Age of 55 or even 
upto SB years. where:«v ilic leniale 
staff had to retiie at 30 years or 
with great difficulty, cxiended upui 
35 years. But now it has been 
accepted that the women cun work 
till ihey are 45 years old. Karlicr. the 
ail hiOiiesses wen- not allowed to 
marry, or even if with peimtsMon 
they married, they wvie barred Irnni 
becoming motbeis. And even if they 
did not marry and did mil have chil¬ 
dren. they SI ill had lo get out at 35 
years. So. all this has gone now. they 
can morrv, huve children and not 
stop working at rhe age uf 35 yeai.s. I 
have told them wluii we can do now is 
goto court again when you reach the 
uge of 45 years und say that there is 
diMi iminaiion i LAlHlHSi and, 
1 >t-rhaps. win the nghi m woik as 
Jong its men do. 

41 ' A fast vue.stoiii ,iiuf j iteisonitl 
I me, I find thni you jie un active 
huusewift apji't from f>viii>,* an m rive 
fMifiric/ajj. fiiiw dif you lecuncile the 
(WO toiet/' 

A; I must sav it's very difficult. I 
have four children and the youngest 
isjiixi five and'a-half. It's a leul chal- 
hmge. Koi one thing, vou lust don’t 
really want lo lei sruneluidv else take 
vour lole as mother. In faci. nobody 
else caiUake this role So comes the 
question whai you (have loi give up 
|o make your presence at home felt, 
particularly ihe growing children. 
There have been time.s. pariicularly 
in 1980, when my ymingesi child was 
iiist three months old and my (Hajya 
Sabha) term was expiring that year. 1 
said that I had enough of pulitics and 
! wouldn't contc^o the elections and 
cimcenirate at home I was literally 
forced by my political colleagues 
that lime to contesi. 1 01 one iliirig, 1 

vou realise tbal the children miss vuu I 

♦ « , 

when yuu are not at home and for 
another, for a pobto i«m there are no 
fixed hours tof wurki—I give credit 
(o my husband, nn woman can he 
successful in politics without the sup¬ 
port and patience of a husband. From 
the beginning if I have been able tu I 
do anything outside ihe house it has 
been because I have a verv under¬ 
standing, encouraging and patient 
husband. But wilh the children I had : 
lo give up a lot of things which 1 i 
would have enjoved H< mg. I nr nisi- | 
a nee. wheihci* it be .seeing movies, or 
going regularlv to «i club, and 
STKialisiog. Evti a simple thing like 
shopping, marketing, becumes a 
family affair. I take the children 
along, so that they can spend that 
time with me. It is not difficult for a 
working woman tn organise her time. 
If you are w'orking. you have tu be 
organised. 

IwSewileiiwd hr thuhhahnte BheiUcAefye 

. 






ANALYSIS 


K w«rfuUy in M«in«ta B«n«rie«*s 
rour. WhAl waa remarkabU was 
that in Kabitirtha (tha Kiddarpur 
•raaX Muslim woman cama out in 
massai aloof with the man and vatad 
for the Confrest(I). Unpracadantad 
ihtnfs happened in rha Rad Fort 
areas too. Elderly women, who in the 
past hid always voted left, lad youn* 
gar women votart to the polling ata* 
tions. Judging by the results it can be 
presumed that the majority of them 
voT^ for the Congresstl) this time. 
This could be guessed from the ear* 
lier opinion polls, organised by the 
TeiegrapA (the English daily from 
Calcutta) in the middle of December 
19M. 

In the Telegraph'MODE opinion 
poll conducted in the Calcutta South 
constituency. 47 per cant of (ha peo* 
pie interviewed said the) would voce 
for the Conaressd), 2S per cent said 
they would vote for the CPl(M) 
candidstti. while the number of 
^can*t sayTWon't sny" was 22 per 
cent. Similarly in Calcutta North' 
East constituency. 49 per cent of 
those questioned for the survey said 
they would vote for the CongreiB(l); 
26 percent for the CPKM) and 22 per 
cent remained non'Committal. In the 
Jadavpur constituency, 44 par cent 
said they would vote for the CPKM) 
candidate, 36 per cent for the Con* 
gressd) and 17 par cant said they 
could not say/would not say who they 
would vote for. In the Calcutta North* 
West constituency. 62 per cent of 
thoM interviewed for the opinion 
poll said they would give chair votes 
Lr the CongresKl), IS per cent said 
they would vote for the i.«fc Front 
(here i Forward Bloc) candidate, and 
19 per cent remained non'Committal. 

Now from this non-committal per 
centage of (he electorate, a shrewd 
man, even if he is not a psephologist 
can make a good guess; the majority 
of the ''don't knows" would vote 
against the government. They do not 
speak out because of possible ruling 
party reaction. This correspondent 
spent most of his service life in the 
Congress regimes and just before the 
polls thiwe days too "no commit* 
menr" meant u vote against the party 
in power. Ii was noted that slum 
women from the south-west and the 
soutli'Casi city constituencies also 
voted en masve for the Congress. Let 
u?i go hack to the Mu slim'dominated 
uieu of Kubitirtha. It is, in fact, a 
gi&mtii' hovel of the urban proletar* 
uti The women uf the Muslim pom* 
«Mc «4)ciully worse nff than their 
>*ivteis fium other religions. That 
Mumaia Eanerjee was able to grab 
the votes of th^ female lieweri of 


Did Women Vote Rajiv 
Gandhi to Power? 


Yes, writes Ran/il Gupta, after cinaiysmg voting trends 

cutia Souih->and Jadavpur. the aver¬ 
age of eligible voters was higher. The 
imjMriani point is that (he women 
came uui in record numbers. Take 
the case of Jadavpur. the Lok Sabha 
constituency in the south ol (he ci(y. 
Jadavpur had been a domiaanr M 
political arena, (ill (he recent polls. It 
was hcie that a comparatively un* 
known young woman. Dr Mamaea 
Banerjee <a Ph.l). in history and a 
lecturer m the Jadavpur college) 
defeated (he furmidable CPKM) 
c<«ndida(e Sonnath Charierjee fan 


O n 24 December large number 
of women ihrougluiur rhe 
country turned out lo vote 
in theelectioriv It was j big 
day for women. Even those tiom the 
less affluent classes put on their 
holiday best and queued up before 
(he polling bo<ith». Newspapers car¬ 
ried photographs of 90 vuar u]d 
women baing carried to pi>lloiK «.ta- 
Tiuns to cast their voles Adult 
franchise gave the lowest, ihv mnsi 
down-trodden in the cooiiirv the 
occasiun to assert iheii rights. 


A Hmnen cast* her v<i(e in Ihe l.nk Saliha rlrrliiiM 


But 1984 was a remarkoblc veat in 
electoial hi^rnrv. The aver.ige turn¬ 
out of voters in 1980 wov !Ui pin* cem. 
It had nevci been above b3 7 p«-r (oni 
tor ihe last Ion years Kut rhisve.ir mi 
We^t iii-nual. for t-xample. tin- imii- 
OMt reached a recurd 69.01 pei cciii 
The countryside average was als<» 
higher than ever. In tbc three Calcur 
|«B cunsHtuencicI—Calcutta North 
East. Calcutta North-Wesi and (\il 


affluent l)arrisier*at-law» by nearly 
2U.U()0 voles. The Jadavpur par* 
bo men (ary constituency is not en- 
tirvly urban: parrs of it are rurban 
areas Lke Jadavpur. Mathurapur and 
R.iruipur. These areas have for -in 

long been dummated by ibe CP1(M> 
(hat they have come lo be known as 
the Red Fort of the CPKM). But the 
voles swung slowly but determinedly 
III these areas in favour of (he Con- 
uiessili K.iMcipur wi-iit to Masiata 
ham I uv as did Mathurapur. Only in 
.latlaspur piopci. Somnaih Chatier- 
leo had a svmi-marginal lead. In 
Behala. the tide started turning 


Rsn|it m r^M-Oei^i ai h>a - s • 
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wood and drawers oi water was re* 
markable. Ii would not be surprising 
if the longshoremen husbands (and 
part-time smugglers) also were per¬ 
suaded. by these underfed and same- 
times physically tortured wives to 
follow their political path, while ordi* 
narily it is the uthei way around 
In West Bengal, the Left Front won 
in 26 seats, a setback result but nut 
necessarily dispiriting. Wbat may 
have caused widespread Leftist dis 
may is the ueglegate loial of the 
votes polled partvwise. the Congros 
H(l) 50.5 per cent, the CPIiM) .17.7 
per cent; the KSF .1 7 per cent; the I 
Foiwaid BliK 4.3 per cent and the 
CPI .3.9 |>er cent 

Tins unhappiness mi ihe part of the 
I.eliisi leaders may have lH>rii vn- 
liaiiced by the fact that ihe Left 
h'linit was in power when ihe pnlls 
weic held The fact that large Istalies 
<if voters were Ivit out of the list. 
Cl eating jun ket hotouphs in many 
pai ls of the stale cannot he ignoied 
when other measures of winning 
votes were available In conscttu- 
eiice. the (Hd) ivauIis may have con 
veyed to the ruling party’s leaders 
that the mass of the voters have 
turned auanisi them. They have, 
together as the Left From, and separ¬ 
ately i* inemhers of the const iruuni 
ponies, tried lo examine ihe causes 
of the voters’ volte face The CPI(M) 
conclusion has been that they have 
drifted away from the elecmrate. a 
truism which need noi have been 
blared forth The other parties with 
partial justification have blamed the 
major party—*hv Cf’ItM}—for their 
political arrogHPCe and consequent 
electoral setback In other parts of 
the country, fur example, the Bhar¬ 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) and the 
Junata Party have blamed the Indira 
hdwa: the only person who has ex* 
pressed his complete bewilderment 
i» Chaudliary Charan Singh. But then 
this gentleman has been in a state of 
bewilderment for years. 

R ajiv Gandhi has himself tried to 
analyse the causes of the Con 
grass avalanche. He has not been as 
simplistic as to attribute his victory 
to the “Indira hawa;" for a triumph 
like his could not have been caused 
by a hawa but onlv by a huincone 
called ‘Tndira.’’ Rajiv Gandhi lias 
regarded the verdict as a vote fur a 
change and continuity. This is a good 
rationalising effort. He has also 
pointed out that a large percentage 
of the voters were below 40 years of 
age who wanted to vote for a young 
team of the hundred*yeai-old Con¬ 
gress. It has also been mentioned 
that the vote meant a support for 
stability and sacurtiy. in ensuring 
which rha Janata government of 1977 


had not shown any particular skill. 
These are all true, but each in itself 
is inadequate tu explain the high tide 
id support lur ihs Congress. It may 
l>e argued that most analysts mav 
have left oui the mator. but the 
uverwhelmmg dominant factor that 
IS (he vule in cold fury {>y the women 
eii masse for Indira Gandhi's Con¬ 
gress. It is something much more 
than “sympathy'* Rajiv Cardhi. 
WV arc aw arc that we dn noi iiave a 
system of propun lonai reprcseiita 
tion in the Parliament bui direct 
representation, m which a plus or 
minus of five per cent votes can 
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mean a victory or defeat. Tlierefore, 
if and when the women vole en 
masse a lenain parly, h landslide 
victory for that party is assured. 

There were powerful reasons for 
.such support tnim the wNunen As 
Indira Gandhi herself said hetore her 
death that the women in India were 
second class cituens. They are not 
much belter off in many other coun¬ 
tries. including those in thr Mtest. but 
in India their lot iv particularly dis* 
mal. llie only ethnic groups where 
the women are and have to be tre¬ 
ated with respect are mainly (he 
adjvasjt and the matriaichhal com* 


inuniiiev and these too do merge in 
several cases. Rut clscwlterv in India 
until the mid'nineteenth Century, ihe 
woman used to be burnt on il^e 
funeral pyre of her dead husband as 
s4r;. for merit fur hereelf. or for 
financial gain for the relatives. The 
feruale children, as potential non- 
earners. used to be killed. If this is 
not H general practice in many com* 
muitities now, the arrival uf a'girl* 
infunt causes dismay For when she 
grows up she has to he married utf» 
usualiv With a dowry. This pernicious 
system is widespread, and has even 
penetrated into the Muslim cummun* 
ity. A Muslim has not merely the 
right fu divorce his wife by word of 
mouth and ritual right to marry more 
than <»nve; nowadays, instead of 
agreeing to ifenmc’/ier in the mar¬ 
riage ccmiracr {as the alimony for 
piissible fuiiiie divorce >. many Miot* 
iim young men haw been known to 
demand dowry in cash and kind. In 
north India, in pai ticular. a disagree¬ 
ment un dowrv between the two 
parties has been known tu cause 
“bride hurtling." The women work¬ 
ers gvi lower wages in the fields and 
factories She, afier feeding her 
growing children, and demanding 
husband, has the least to eat (a 
mailer which has been demographi* 
cally suggested t. She is subjected td 
worse fates. She has been known to 
be the victim of physical turture by 
her husband, rape by men. and then 
to the ultimate act in ior(ure: 
slaughter. 

To these Indian women, Indira 
Nehru Gandhi governing hundreds 
of millions of jieople. a ruler ai whose 
bidding ihousaiids sjH'd. was a pel* 
son of admiration and lespect. Yet 
ihey sometimes voted against the 
Congress for some valid reasons. But 
when Indira Gandhi was slaughtered 
by two men who were paid to piocect 
her. the Indian woman realised that 
Kamrunissa Khatuo. Ndima Devi and 
Indira Gandhi were aM sillers under 
the .skies. Since then, there has 
grown in the mmds of women a sense 
uf identification with Mrs Gandhi 
and it :s a feeling which has come to 
Slav. Rajiv Gandhi will win many 
more vie tunes and the nppnsiiion 
mav take note of the feminine think¬ 
ing. There have been defeats for the 
Congress in isolated pockets in the 
last election's bjt there were Other 
major factors to neutralise the 
women's votes Kvery woman cannot’ 
be Abhaya of Sarat Chandra Chatter* 
jee or Chit ran gada of Tagore or 
, Lysisiraia of Aristophanes. But she 
can at last combine with nther 
women and vote Rajiv Gandhi to 
power. There are enough facts to 
•iuppprt this conienTion. 
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Finance minister Vishwanurh Fra 
cap Singh h perhaps the teasi seif 
impprtani chief of this vast and vital 
ministry that we have had in recent 
times. Without noring any of that 
bogus Uriah Haep humility, he con¬ 
veys an easy cami adene and 
appntach characterisik of a man 
who di>es not need an office or a 
chair to define Aix worfh and his 
uhility. It was this salt cotilidence 
IVArch prompted his resignation from 
the chief ministership of Uttar 
Pradesh^-perhaps the second most 
powerful poliikaljob in the country. 
Soi did he do .so because he was 
forced to. which hy itself is enough 
basis for entry into the CongresMli 
hali of fame, The rru<A is that power 


he had even more faith in Mr Singh 
than his mother had. Pranab 
Mokherjee was dropped and VrUi- 
wanath Pratap Singh was made the 
new finance minister. Typtcaily. 
iv/rhjrr a short whi!e of taking over, 
V.P. Singh had won /traise from both 
ends of the poUtical spectrum— 
(.'hiiudhary Charan Singh on one side 
and Or Ashok Mitra on the othei. 
The first exclusive interview that the 
new I inant e minister gave was r<» M. 
i. .\kb$r. White, in view of the com¬ 
ing budget spectiic details cotitd 
cteartv not he either discussed or 
wen meniioned. the inter\'iew pro¬ 
vides H glimpse of the new finance 
minister's view of the economy, and 
the priorities that hate been estah- 


CONVERSATION 

‘This Generation Has to Pay 
for Its Future'’ 


V.p. Slflgli: ‘Oro«ihluit been powibb (hroegh dravwTvcy ' 


Finance Minister Vishwanath Protop Singh fold M.J. Akbar 


way round. Mr> tndira (tandhi was^ 
not too happy when he resigned, 
eoiftidering that ha had the best 
image among the party chief minis- 
iei'5 at that time. She iater inducted 
him into the union ministry and gave 
him the sensitive commerce pern* 
folio, safe in the knowledge that here 
was one minister who would survive 
e tenure in this ministry with A/a 
repij( 0 tro/i safe. Mr Singh left gov 
ernment to take charge of his party's 
affairs and election campaign in 
Uttar Pradesh, his home state, when 
Mrs Gandhi ivm.v sfr7/ Prime Minister. 

And when Ha,\iv GantfAi formed 
his first true government, he showed 




'^ 4 . . 


a Mr Finance Minisrer, you 
^ave been given an enor- 
M muus responsib/irf.v to con- 
* troJ and give shape to the 
economy vf the Rajiv Gandhi era. 
First, what are the most 5enou$ 
piYfA/rrtr< ivAjcA you have inharited.^ 
liec'und. what are the most serious 
pioblems which you foresee in the 
imnwdiate future—both long and 
shitrt term? And whar -dees do yau 
ha^'C to tackle them? 

A' The first thing, of course, is that 
I don't think the finance minister 
controls the ei.'onomy as such; he is a 
part of « fteneral effort. Only his 
contribution is deeper. As far as the 
management of the economy is con* 
cerned. finance is just one part of it. 
But before discussing the economy. 1 
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would like to mention the para 
meters within which our economy is 
functioning: one. ours is a democra* 
tic set-up; two. it is a mixed eco* 
numy; three, there are foreign ex 
change constraints; four, poverty is 
an economic reality. It is within 
these parameters that you have to 
make a response. You can find a 
brilliant economic solution, but it 
may not be conducive to political 
stability; a democratic set up may 
noi be able to absorb it 

It is a remarkable feat of the 
political leadership in India that 
growth has been possible, through 
democracy, with half the populauun 
below the poverty line We could 
raise resources from these people to 
finance and fund the development of 
India from the stage it wus at inde* 
pcridcnce till today, and yet retain 
the bill lot box; lu coax and persuade 
i hese people to contribute as well a> 
have confidence is a very m«uor 
political achievement. A democracy 
alsu generates hopes from the finv 
ernmeni thui a certain minimum of 
developmerr will take place. 
(Irowth, proRiesv is essential for the 
success of democracy. 

Now, you are under constraints of 
foreign exchange today, concession¬ 
al flows are drving up; more and 
mu/c commercial borrowings will he 
the only window open to you. So how 
tio you respond to this problem. 
These two issues are very linked. Tor 
instance, if you drastically cut voiir 
i n po t s i in ro t h e economy) the po 1 1 tic 
al falloui mny become a problem 
There is a cycle, ii doesn’t fiisT stop 
here: political discontent can lead to 
ideal conditions for destahiliMng 
forces. If ynu try to stilve the cri.sis 
inly through bnvrnwings ynu will 
walk into a debt trap. So vou have *o 
find your way in between We have 
however, managed very well so far as 
reserves are concered: the debt man¬ 
agement, repayments arc good 

Q: But soon you if art IMF repay¬ 
ments. don't you? 

A; Next year. 

Q: How much pressure wilt that 
put? 

A: This will initialiv increase a 
little pressure but it will still be well 
within manageable proportions. 
Coming back to what I was saying; 
poverty is one factor, and then there 
are the parameters nf political de¬ 
velopment and commitment to 
democracy. Equity becumes very, 
vary central in (his structura. Equity, 
greater utilisation of existing re¬ 
sources is the key because you have 
constraints. There is alsu a rupee 
constraint. Poverty beingwhat it is. 
there is a limit to what you can raise 
bv saving. 

Sow vuu have to understand the 
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In the recent period the economies of developing 
countries have moved through a crisis. Even in 
that period we have been able to keep our heads 

above water. 


paromeiers of the private sector and 
the public sOitor. You have to judi* 
ciuusly decide what extent of the 
resources you allow in the private 
sector for reinvestment and genera¬ 
tion (if growth, and how much v<*u 
mark for investment in mfrastruc 
ture where the private sectoi is not 
going to cotne^-ioods. railways, lelr- 
communication, social services, I am 
talking simply of the basics I am not 
talking uf medicine, though there 
are social investments in health and 
education, investments in hjpnar 
capital. So now here iv annthvi 
judgement to be made Now the 
public sector has also plaved a very 
important role in the development of 
the Indian economy. At the same 
lime, now it has to contribute to 
re^iuice prooioiiun 

4>* So you an saying straight that 
prUit accountahj/iry in the puhhc 
sei tor has to be sharpened. 

A: How doe:s one convert savings, 
resources tnin tnvesimeiits? For this 
vou will have to have imaginative 
policies. These art the parameters 
within which you have to think, and 
from here the smaller steps of speci¬ 


fic decision makiiie must begin. 

i^: t don't think rheie has been a 
single finance iiiinistei who at the 
beginning uf his leim hiis iwi spoken 
of tmnginatiyv itothies. Stimehow 
they don’t seem (u ernaaate hirer. 

A* Well, finance i. .* very conserva- 
livi* ministry: and imaginaiiiin. You 
have those doubts righifullv and I 
don't think I should stari claiming 
right al the beginning that I will he 
very much different from anv oihor 
finance minister. My rlalming so 
might just pnwe how green 1 am! But 
I think we will talk about imagina¬ 
tive policies after the budget. 

p; One of the rtjoos pjoh/ems is 
rfte defxcn that has heei, building up. 
The expenditure caused hv the social 
problems that have bedevilled us 
parricniarly in rlie ia.sr year, seem to 
have widened the gap. Are we going 
to see soma different approaches to 
solving this deficit? 

A: tile deUcit crisi.H as I see it, 
cannot be mechanically solved, It is 
again linked with a certain minimum 
of democracy, hope, ambition of the 
people. But we cannot go on having 
large deficits year after year because 


31 



<tlNVr:RSATK>N 


i .'J 




/ I 




i'i 






This generation has to pay for its future. 
There is unfortunately nothing free, and 
least of all progress. It has to be paid for. 


(ht* will pa> for it. 

Vnu cKiihiiiK onr of pncilvd 
mnnev. vou cannot Kfin'tate wealth 
by prmtiiiR monev 

Q ; 7/ie e4t*a/ari<m hjs iK'tfn vnai- 
mous in the hst tlnev yvum 
A: Ct^rtain mvestmcnis. oven ile 
veiopmenia) invt'.^rmvnls. are infla¬ 
tionary in nuturo. you have (u consol* 
vr, for mstanev. the ^vsiauon period 
fur a project But we cannot jko un 
havinit fresh projects without com* 
plc'tiUK the last lot. When you go on 
spending money, pumpinit in money 
and you are not gectinit the products 
or the services against i(. it <s bound 

to be inflationary. Sn I tiunk it is a 
better policy, ii is more judicious to 
complete ihe onenm^j projects ai an 
earlier period rather than go lor new 
starts all the time li looks nice to lav 
foundation stones \ laughs) 

Q: Thtrt should be fewer founda 
(ion sfones. yes. 

A: But fewer nut as « matter of 


policy, we want of course more. Bui 
we do I UN want only stones, we want 
huildinev We want more projects 
ceilainiv. It is nut my policy to have 
few<*r projects; that will itive a wriuijt 
picture. Certainly I want more pro* 
lecty^bui mivre completed projecls. 

Q’ TYrerc* fr«<« been a certain feefrn^ 
in the vpjee of rbe Ust month that 
there iv u Jefimre shift tn the stress, 
if not nece»^nty in the policy, ro* 
wards miM’e coopeia/inn rhrouj^ riie 
prtvaie sector with the West which 
has better lechnoio^. better pro 
duct mandfiemeist or prcxfucTJon pro¬ 
cesses ro offer, h there some truth in 
this coneenftoa? 

A: There has been liberalisation 
generally mour import policy as well 
as in our industrial policy to open up 
indusiries and bring in technology, 
needed for areas where we don't 
have the technology..or where it is 
impunani for us for our growth or for 
our exports. It is a good (^icy, and it 
has bruught results in the growth of 


the corporate sector. 

Q: It has certainly led to a boom in 
share prices. The stock exchange 
seems to have more faith in the 
government than ever before. 

A Well, it is not only the corporate 
sector which is in the private sec- 
rur—the largest private sector Is 
agriculture. 

Q: Absolutely. 

A: The largest private sector we 
have is agriculture and if you can 
manrtge even «1 small per capita 
income increase in agriculture it 
doubles the income growth in the 
lower segments. So from the equity 
point of view it is this sector which is 
very, very important' 

O: Yet the signals (we are reading 
only signals at the momentt say that 
reltvision sets are geiring higher. 
prjonry rhan any major effort to 
create new wealth hi the rural areas. 

A: You see. tn such u i.irge country, 
there are serious prublems. Unity is 
u crucial one. You yourself have 
lirought nut a honk un unity. Media Is 
a very powerful instrument which 
can l>e used lo f(»rge natiunal unity. 
And judiO'VisuHl media is one of the 
mmi powerful instruments. 

Q. As indeed we have seen in the 
last eleciion.v, 

Aul.jugfi.s! Well, it was the issues, 
nut the strength of the media then. 
Bui television in the rural and re* 
mole areas can be a medium for 
education, fur imparting new ideas 
f« .* t ringing those areas into modern 
India, the modern world end in that 
sense the order of the investments is 
veiy. very small. And the develop 
ment of the country lies not only in 
factory budding^it is the attitude of 
the people. U is their preparedness 
fur going ahead, understanding the 
challenges and responding to them. 
And that is where the media matters, 
your press matters. It the newspaper 
matters, certainly television matters. 

Q: There is only the smali differ¬ 
ence that the newspaper is nor gov¬ 
ernment confroWed as yet. 

A; But the opposition did not get 
any more votes because they got 
time on the television tlaugh.s). They 
were given time on television but 
that did not fetch them any more 
votes. Perhaps ihev would have got 
more votes if they had not appeared 
on TV 

Q: It is in this coiUtfAt that I 
wonder if you welcome or consider 
an accusation io Charan Singh’s 
statement that vou seem to be raJtifi; 
a leaf out of his book in your assess¬ 
ment of our probieiDs. 

A: ] saw his reaction only on the 
teleprinter pnnc*out and that's it. Ic 
IS for him to raise such things. I have 
no comment 
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Q : Whst are the kinds of stress. 

that you witt give (o the rurat 
sector? Not only in terms of direct 
ecooomk inputs but also social in¬ 
puts like education. 

A: As for educaccon. the Prime 
Minister has taken a very important 
decision—that girls wiU have free 
education right upto high school. 1 
think that is a very important deci 
aion. But with our resource con¬ 
straints 1 think we will have to take 
resourcesaway somewhere else. 

Q: Have you considered the idea 
that the cuts could come, es in the 
West where this is a big issue, 
through a smaller government’ 
Quite e large chunk of devr/opmen- 
tal expenditure actually is soaked up 
by the nature of the bureauiraiy 

ir.setf 

A: Well, that has to really depend 
from pro.ieci to prviecr, because 
some projects are highly capital in¬ 
tensive. Where social services are 
Luncerned there is no question of 
calculating a profit and loss. 

Q: Bui the wastage factor be¬ 
comes... 

A; Certainly, this is something we 
have to Inok into and whenever ii is 
possible Vie shall have to try to cut it. 

O; Weil, if you do look into n you 
will be the first person to have dune 
80 . 

A: Well, I don't think it is some 
thing which one person can look into. 
But I suppose it is time we will have 
to examine this. Not because w« 
necessarily want to look into it, but 
perhaps we now have to. 

Q: Where hill you liwk for addi¬ 
tional resources? 

A: Well, resource raising has nut 
been that much of a problem. We 
have been able to raise resuurces. 
But two things: one is that in the 
states there has been a heavy erosion 
of their resources, In terms of the 
electricity board and state transport 
and all that has gone down iho^ 
drains. This has been a severe prob 
lem of the states. And then there is 
the finance CMnmission report, you 
see. I think (it isl Rs 1.500 crores 
straight off. So that is one rise of the 
non-plan expendiiute. And then 
there are subsidies also. Vou produce 
more fertilisers, you spend more on 
subsidies. That becomes a priority 
area because if you don't spend on 
fertilisers you will be importing 
grain, which will involve foreign ex¬ 
change which we don't have. 

Q: The question remains: Where 
do ivt gel more from? There has been 
talk of some kind of cess on agri¬ 
cultural production beyond a certain 
limit, and thia talk has been going on 
for some years 

A: Take resource raising as two 
things: first, resource raising in the 
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We do not want only foundation stones, we want 
buildings. We want more projects certainly. It is 
not my policy to have fewer projects... 


cense of what goes into the govern¬ 
ment kitty. The svcimd is tapping 
savings for Invest men is which may 
not necessarily he in the govern¬ 
ment's purview, but which certain I v 
go to promote economic actlvitv and 
tliere^ employment and theiehy the 
grins domestic product goes up. That 
is cme wav also of moluliMOg total 
resources uf the rminTry*. When vou 
are thinking of the countrv ii is ii.ir 
only the government you arc* think 
ing of. It is the total activitv in ihc 
ctMintry. 

But certainly you svilt have to 
mobilise more resources and as I 
have said right at the beginning, this 
generation has to pay tor its futurt-. 
There is unfortunately nothing fiee. 
and least of all progrc*ss. It has to be 
paid for. 

Q: This progress ne would gladlv 
pay for. were $i not that too much 
cytHcism has crept into the ability ttf 
the government lo utilise the monei 
we bare given them, productnely 


and tuii imlulpuniiv. 

A Well. \oii m.iv piMTii oMi this 
drtcii hvtv jml Hint defrci ilure. 
bi 11II vs'i .111 if VI 111 see f I om wlit* i e. .i s 1 
s.tid rini (Miller. The tolHl lead* 
VIshin Ivd rhr coimfrv rn. ymt will 
foul iMMch to applaud. 

Ihvrv 01 av bi* crjilvism hvu* and 
1 h c u' .1 ml own i a I id«. r it icis m I <lo n' t 
s.iv ovL'ivrhiiig IS pci fell. Hiil oroiiill 
thvjo h.is lii'eii I nisi and pei)))l<* have 
fH'licwd anil iiusTvJ and lorialrily 
thvic has Ix'tii scope lor . Hut there 
should be* o‘i grounds fur mm. 
placcncv 

ij I acivo / 00/ ,u*.ifs N'/ore (his 

lajinm' got o»c.V/»enrtvrtie. nti/h<m$ 
iwvv dvjrtg in Hvrigfd and ut' have 
Mtlu-d rhiii piiddi'/n .it least. 

No. hui wen in Ihc ivcvni 
l>eriod the ecoiiomivs of Jvvvlopipg 

umntiK-s have moved through u cii 
sis. Kwn iiMliai period we have been 
able 10 keep our heads above viaivr. 

Q- \W. Ill take unphuuied i .s/*rmf. 
iiuie. fn the {,i<t five wms. tin i/ts|. 







In 20 years we've moved hou se seve n times 

but I have always 
retained 
my dudhwala! 
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Yei, Amul MDk Powder his been 4 
trusted friend. With Amu) around, 
(iu are never without milk in the 
ouse . whether you need it hr 
curds, kheer, halwa, cake, milkshake, 
ra»o};c>l1as, ^utab jamuns or even a 
cup of tea. 

And you know how Fussy children... 
and grown-ups... can be. They want 
their Ussi, dahi, pudding, etc. 

"just right", day after day after day. 
With Amul Milk Powder it's easy, 
because the consistency of the milk 
remains the same. Has remained the 
same, in Fact, for 20 years. 


Amul 

MILK POWDER 

It's like having a dairy 
in your home. 

C.uiiriiCo Milk 



iueeus/AM»^i n 






* 







rONVIlRSATtON 


aiif« ... 

A: NoR'pIan is a technical sort of 
definition. Because if there is a plan, 
the next year it becomes non pi an. 
There are coniinuinK shifts in defini 
tion. 

Q: Agreed, but two obvious uxem- 
pies jn the span of the lest five veors 
are both Asiad and Mavuti. The 
money for both came from outside 
the plan. Are you going to allow, 
whatever the stress or priorities ihdi 
may crop up. much of this *ort of 
expendirt/re.^ Or will you irv and 

fight this? 

A: As fnr as the Maruti project is 
cuncerned the very demand of Maru 
(I proves that it was the rijd^i invest 
ment. 

Q: No. / am not chaltenging 
whether it was right or wrong. That js 
not the point. JVfy point is that the Rs 
250^.^00 crores which went to Maruti 
must have come from outside the 
plan ellotmenes. 

A: (H’ith a.rmr/eil think Arjun will 
answer (A;>un ^eiitfupta had lust 
entered the rriomj. Akhar is askinu 
that if you suddenly come up with 
projects which hove not been in¬ 
cluded in the plan, how do we cu|»e 
up with the resources for that? It 
must be a cot on other thinftv (Re- 
turning to questioner) The rifiht oi 
plaiminR does not end with one d<K’u- 
ment. it is a continuing process. So 
when it is decided to take up a nt w 
project in the middle of a pUin it is 
because of a change lo overall 
priority. 

Q: The irouble with this sort of 
thing is 10 prv\-i nt it *rom degenerui- 
ing into liceme 

A: Of course, vou will sec* that ilu'rt* 
is no... 

0 0 >'oo h<id 11 I'vrx tai'e fH^uniiniig 
* in rhesenv that moot r he most 
tieiicihint critics ol the C’ongiessgor- 
ej nwviit'^Chittjn Singh and Pi 
Ashoh ilittit^hare f»oth ended op 
/luisiiig itui. H’luit fiiiid of p<i/icr (tre 
o'(> going to see in the states? 

A: Kealistic. 

41. A very ihort »vord which has 
vviy Uirgv imp/iC*itwi/is 
A: It could It' 1 l>e otherwise. 

li.aujshs) No. I mean wi/l the 
<>t c(aifiTUifat/oii continue 
or will there be some effort to sit 
down and settle issues? 

A; Confrontation is not the essence 
(if the situation, so why should we 
moke an itsue out of it? 

41. This r.s a question one has been 
asking fur a long while actually. 

A: it It in basic to a situation then 
Ml course line can rai«e the questiun. 
Bui if you muke a question out uf anv 
sittuiMon.thvn it isdiffereiii.lt basin 
be ctMipervdon 1 between the centre 



The deficil crisis cannot 
be mechanically solved. 

It is linked with 
democracy* hope, 
ambition of the people. 
But we cannot go on 
having large deficits 
year after year because 
ultimately the people 
will pay for it. You get 
nothing out of printed 
money. 


Mild -llw.* statesI; it cannot l»e tim- 
Iront.ilKin. But if lonltontaiion 
mcun« that you draw* us much .is y<m 
w«ini from the Ki'st'rsv Kank and 
noihini; should l»* pomied 010 10 vou. 
thtm I doit'i ajtree with thr dvlinition 
of confrontation. It somt’oiit' points it 
out and you sav that 11 is ropfronu- 
lion then it rs a dtlfernn definition uf 
cufifruntat ion. 

p. MVif. t know the IV>>t Bengal 
gin ernment pitsids guilty to that but 
rfk* jusrificathH) that tt an-s tv pre¬ 
sent is that It is m*t the ino<r gudty in 


these matters. There are other Cviv 
gressfli ruled states 

A: Economically, it is the same 
whether it is West Bengal nr t’P. 
They all have problems. States have 
to show a certain amount of growth. I 
think in this we have to start a 
dial<igui\ wc have (o understand the 
ovviolJ situaiiun. We cannot be vo 
inscnsiiive 10 their demands; their 
Mctsl for developmental growth, etc. 
So. I think we have lo xU down and 
colleciivelv work rloiigsoui. Vou see. 
rioiliirtg Lomvs out of accusing one 
unoihur. Of course, who has done 
wh.ii IS obvious, hui I hat is nut ilie 
NoluiMin. 

4 ^ One of the aceusutions that have 
been levelled against your govern* 
menr rn the Imt /<*»' yeai's is the one 
ci»n<vrrring rfte pre.venr»irtr>n of* rhe 
swtH'l budget which means that you 
raise adminfsterecf price.s eirher hi** 
fore or after the biidger arid then 
piv.H'nt a hiidgei which doe* not 
truly reflect the quantum of econo* 
mic (f.iinges or ihc* re.sourii* mobf 
lisatiiHi thill yr>ii have done. Are ive 
griiog to .see prices being raised be¬ 
fore the fnidger or after? Are we 
going to svv ii pollrleaf budget or a 
financial budget after a hng time? 

At freseniinKihe budoet is mu the 
sole (Homimic aciiviiv of the govern¬ 
ment. So. you cannot hope thui ev- 
ervlhiiig will he in the budget and 
rhereaMer there will be no economic 
iHiivitv It IS H (iiiitinuous process, 
including the budget 
4 ^ Bin It fs a kind of theme song of 
the year, isn't it? 

A; The binigei hosually ruflects 
the tjK stiucture and our fjiiancial 
maiiagemeiiis dining the cuuise of 
thk veur. I'li^es depend on ihc ex¬ 
igencies of ihe period 
4 ^. Well, if It is vconomic cxigen 
CIVS lie an- talking aifout. it is line. 
Bur It it is poliiual exigencies that 
you ai e reteiring. then it i.v different. 

A' Main* times prices go op be¬ 
cause I he cosis of ihe raw materials 
iM wages have gone up. There are so 
manv fiictors. so these have to get 
al>sorlK‘d. You can go easy for viine 
(imt but siHineror later these factors 
have got to W absorbed. 

4>' IVe (VO. />erA<ips. lound up this 
discussion with the question: M*haf 
;H*<^roij/cfi«ifienge< eft/lou foieseeoi 
the ueiv future? i.'hiillvnges 10 terms 
of wh.it is most itlely to n/ft'cr econo* 
noc gronrh. What are the profifem.s' 

that voti foresee rhat vou ivi/f have to 

« ♦ 

r.ickie v'ei>* irrfteijfv 
A: 1 think \ will talk about thix 
alter the budget. 

0 0 So. let us coniv r<i l/ic* other jiwM 
■ of the ci>MVtrv.iioiti; 11 ' politics, 

Ot can't vou ta/k afxiiir ir rili attcr 

ihv Assembly e/ectiiuis? 
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Ninetyfour years in a Week 


The Week is two years old. Dot behind it is q 
nineryfour*yeor-old name rhot has 
become on insrirgrion. Moloyolo 
Monoromo : freedom fighter, potron of 
the orfs. voice of social awareness. 

With the second lorgest circulotioo in Indio. 
Among all English and longuage dailies. 


Whor moke$ Moloyolo AAonofomo so spec»oP 
The rich experience of hovmg commumcoted 
with rhe mo$r literote oodience m Indo. for 
neofly o cenrgry And rhe knowledge or>d 
ojrhonry rhor ore self-evident m the occlomned 
Moloyolo AAonoromo Yeor Dock 


Thor s rhe inspired, distinctive bockgrour^d ogomsr 
which The Week stonds. And rhor s why. in^ust iwo 
years, irs circulonon hos crossed 15 iokhs some- 
rhmg of o record. Which isnr surprising. Decouse 
people now ockriowl^ge The Week os on 
ouThenric spokesmen. With first hood accounts of 
oil rhe imporronr events 

Tolse the srorming of the Golden Temple : The 
Week hod o man on the spot. O Sumi 
GQvosl^or5 record moking moich. The Week 
interviewed his family — ond published ii 
before rhe morch was over. In fact. The Week s 
correspondents ore so hot on tr>e heels of the 
lorest news, rhot one found himself on board 0 
hijocised pi one • 



Todoy. more ond more people ore discoverif >9 
The Week. And putting 
their foirh in It Oecouse 
they l^ow rhor svhorever 
hoppen5.rheyrebouf^ 
to reod rhe best of ir 
In the next Week> 


Never o Week behind. 



A: No. notwdy C9n throw me out 
because of that. 

Q: Though it is a hit fate. / have 
a iways ivanied to ask you: Whar 
happened in the aftermath nf your 
resignar/on as the chief minister of 
UF"* You resigned to make the point 
that law and order had cross^ an 
acceptable level in VP. which we 
realist when we were covering aim- 
ciiies in Sadhopur or wherever. Do 
you rhinh your departure helped to 
improve the law and order siruetion 
in the state? 

No, It wa« not that way. (t was 
not that law and order had ftone out 
of hand, and I had not re^iftned oq 
that. 1 had resijtne<l on grounds ol 
credibility and even in my Inter I 
had said (hat so far as the dacoity 
menace was concerned the police 
had dune a wry goud Job. Otherwise, 
that would have been a stigma on the 
sacriftet! of the honest officers. All 
the top grade dacoitx were ii<|uidated 
during my chief minisiership. 

Success was complete on Ibis front. 
But tt was a question of credibility; 
Whot happens if in spite of Uquidat 
irig the major gangs, an incident does 
happen? Nuw if I go on stating that I 
liquidated these gangs, you say that 
luch an incident has happened, then 
i( IS a question of credibility. 

In fact, during my chief minis 
lerslup Chhabiram was liquidated. 
Por ten years nu one could touch him. 
He had a gang nf alnml a 1011 men. 
Anar Singh. Mahuviru, all were eli* 
minared during chat time. I fulfilled 
my promise which 1 had taken m 
19d0. that these gangs wuuld he 
e!iminat«d>*a]l he top gangs. When 
I say all, I mean all Phoolan was a 
creation uf the newspapers, but ail 
the inhere were eliminated by the 
time I left office. 1 think 1 am proud 
of It and the police are proud of it. 
But it was a question of credibility. 

Do 1 gu on arguing with the people 
by presenting daia and facts and the 
names of the gangs or sav yes or no. I 
stood by my word since there was an 
incident. I don't want to argue with 
it. 

This is an area where there are nu 
rules uf constructive responsibility 
and dialogue with the people. There 
are no reference books and ii is 
entirely within you and the language 
you want to talk is entirely yours. 

Q: You lost a brother to some 
dacoits. 

A; Yes, then tins was a question 
uf...ihar I made a promise. There has 
been tremendous success. Never in 
the history of UP has there been such 
success. And everybody recuggises 
this; you go to Mainpuri and the 
people (here sey (hat dcvalopmeni or 
no development they have got their 
night’s sleep because of me. But do i 



As far as the Maniti project is concenied,the 
very demand of Maruti proves that it was the 

right investment. 


gi > on a rgui ng and fti ve data to people 
il I say I have promised (his and this 
IS going to happen? Aftvi all. it was 
one washerman whn raised the ques. 
(iiMi of Siia and SUa was banished. 
He didn't argue I put her in fire, 
she's chaste and she’s very...he didii’i 
produce anv urgumenis thai I have 
gone through these tesls (laughsi. 
Thiv IS a dialogue Iietwecn Ian* 
guages... 

Q: t think we should tiuntduce 
classes of Kamayana amoitp politi 
cions. 

A: This a difMcult laneuage vou 
see. you have to be... 

I The problem still remains in 
East UF to a large extent. The gangs 
YOU were raiking about were really 
from... 

A: (They) Ran away to Nepal dui 
mg my time. 

Q: Did they? / thought they were 
under the protection of pofrriVians. 
some incitfjj/tg your Congress varie- 
rv. You know thib business of patron- 
age between pe/iricians and dacoirs 
rn Bihar and VP has reached serious 
proportions Vou know the reef it res 
and it is not a disease which is 
restricted/ only to the Congress. 

A: Gorakhpur in can UP was the 
area where fVirendre Pratep) Shahi 
end Hari Shankar fTiwiril operated. 
Both ore now in ieil. Both fought (he 


elcition, hut we put up our own 
candidates and we won. (he poll* 
iival answer is ahi) iKung given and 
of course the odmirisiralive annwer 
ha» als<* been given. So that's how 
vou light II. Su far (he Congress has 
shown its determine ion in this re* 
gaid 

0 In SilhU' iht lecoid is not quite 
the same. t‘m alraid. Some of the 
Congress Ml.As'.suppiwlem havelas.s 
than clear lecurds. Will we see a 
better hsi this rime ui rf.e interests of 
.1 cfou/i giixernment? 

A: I think ihe «q)p<)sitinn can 
answ’er this heller. 

y. Vo. no. no, the «ppo.«it/on we 
cull dsk .sepwrareiv. 

A. They hove more to cay on this 
suh(r*ct. Some of these parties have 
been... if ynu draw up a list of 
opposition party members (he 
ihanedai H list and their membership 
hst will be the same. 'Fhe San jay 
Vkhar Manch was built that way in 
UK. As far as llo* character of our 
candidates ic i<*.tcerned yuu may 
have seen the statement of the PM 
and there will be nn compromise on 
this. 

Q: Is there any prospect of a 
change in VP’s chief ministership? 

A'. Certainly not till the elections. 
There has not been any discussion on 
what will happen after che elections. 
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The world of the spastic is one i\ 
colours are muted. Some he 
cruel bodies. Yet, in spite 0/ thr 
in/ectious. Our photographer 
enthusiasm in a school 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 

Sri Lanka’s Voices of Reason 


Sinhalu liber«is advocofe o solution (o the country's ethnic prob/em 


T he Indian media has had ihe 
opportunity lo frequently re* 
port the travails and view¬ 
points of the oppressed 
Tamils of Sri Lanka. The attitude of a 
majority of the Sinhala politicians 
and the Buddhist Maha Sangha. 
which planted the «eed of Sinhala- 
Buddhist chauvinism in the 
nineteenth century, has also to a 
ceriam extent been reported. But 
one of the most significant aspects of 
the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka 
which has remained hitherto unre- 
ported is the existence of the '‘Sinha* 
la liberals." There is e small but 
articulate section of the Sinhalese 
which, untainted by Buddhist re> 
vivalism, has been advocating a poli* 
ticai and not a military solution in 
the Island's ethnic strife. 

The Sinhula liberals, or the Sinhala 
Badical Intelligentsia as they are 
otherwise called, are essentially 
drawn from the academic institu* 
tions. They comprise university pr> 
fessors, members of research urge* 
nisatiims. scholars historians, poll* 


lical and social scienrisis. Having 
studied the ethnic relaiions in its 
entirety. the?»e academicians have 
been able to adopt a dispassionate 
historical perspective of the troubled 
relatiuns between the Tamils and 
Sinhalese of Sri Lanka. The liberals 
have been drawing more followers 
among the educated members of the 
Sinhalese public who are beginning 
lu support and appreciate their view¬ 
point. 

The Sinhala liberals have not only 
gone to the extent of repeatedly 
assening that u political solution is 
(he only way to settle the ethnic 
conflict. They have also specified 
that a political culuiion implies the 
provision of regional autonomy for 
the Tamils. In this context one can 
understand India's reportedly "luke 
warm" attitude to Commonwealth 
secretary'genera I Shridath S. Ram- 
phal's views regarding the Sinhala 
liberals and his efforts to bring about 
a consensus. India was naturally not 
very enthusiastic about the proposal 
hec."’se it means traversing a di* 


plomatic ground which baa already 
been covered. Besides, what is the 
point of atariiag talks with the Sinbt' 
la liberals when they have repeated* 
ly expressed in black and white their 
viewpoint on the resolution of the 
ethnic crises—-which incidantally 
coincides perfectly with India's sug* 
gesiions? The all-party conference 
which was initiated following the 
July 19S3 race riots was only due to 
India's efforts and has proved two 
things; first, that thera can be no 
consensus regarding a politkil solu¬ 
tion as far as the Buddhiai organisa¬ 
tions and opposition parties are con* 
cemed and second, the disastrous 
conclusion of the all-party confe^ 
ence (the drafted propo^s ware 
dropped) has raised serious doubts 
about the sincerity of the UMF gov¬ 
ernment to resolve the issue amic¬ 
ably. Tha series of measures initiated 
by the national security miniater, Mr 
Lalith Athulathmudali, Indicata that 
the UNP government ii more in 
favour of a military solution to the 
problem. Having been made to real¬ 
ise the futility of holding negotia¬ 
tions. India today is naturally reluc¬ 
tant to start all over again the char¬ 
ade of time-consuming negotiations, 
particularly when a lot of valuable 
time has already been lost. 

i As the opinions of tha Sinhala 
{ liberals run contrary to that of the 
I establishment, the former has coma 

* in for scathing criticism from the 
I government-controlled press. The 
' views of the radical intelligentsia ara 
' suppressed and all avenues of popu¬ 
lar communication are blocked for 

; them. This has effectively prevented 

• the percolation of their views to the 
j Sinhala masses Consequently, tha 

liberals have no option but to hold 
I Seminars and symposia where they 
I can freely express their ideas. As and 
when the government gets wind of 
their activities, vtliftcaiion cam* 
paigna are launched against them in 
I the press. They are portrayed as 
betrayers of the national cause, 
which is of course the ettabli^ment 
of a Sinhala Buddhist nation. Apart 
from being branded as fifth col¬ 
umnists and traitors they are also 
accused of being $oviet stooges. 

The Sri Lankan Movement for In¬ 
ter Racial Justice and Equality 
iMIRJEl which has been active for 
the past five years has been con- 
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unren coulct (>scalBte iino • ground* 
swell if effe<*t)ve^^teps c «ii taken. 
Tliere ere air nriobci .luyewar* 
dene jokes the rounciM. Most of 
the jokes at< m< ardent and often 
vicious and In a aense mirror the 
bicierness of the Sinhalese masses. 
The Spokesman revealed another in* 
teresting piece of information. 
According to him more Sinhalese 
were emigrating (primarily to Au* 
siralia and Canada) than Tamils In* 
security has infected the entire na> 
rion: there is a general feeling chat 
(he system is collapsing. Worst of all 
there is political Instability. Accord¬ 
ing to the spokesman, President 
JayeHardane'v position shaky be* 
cause of the intense factionalism in 
the ruling party. There is a palpable 
fear that the racist elements could 
group together overthrow 
Jayewardene. 

In 1979, at a seminar organised by 
the Social Scientists Association, 
several prominent Tamil and Sinhala 
liberals assembled for the first time 
to discuss and analyse some aspects 
of the social, economic and ideologic¬ 
al roots of the continuing ethnic 
cunHict. The papers presented by the 
eminent historians and social scien* 
(Isis have now been reproduced m 
the form of a bouk entitled Ethnicity 
and 5ocva/ Change in Sri Linkf. The 
book is a must for all Sri Lanka 
watchers because the scholarly arti* 


tinuously streseitTg the need for a 
'*ju5t political solution** as It is con* 
yinced that the **ethnlc strife cannot 
be solved by Increasing military ac* 
tion or by repressiva laws." It points 
omt that a "structure of decentralise* 
tlun and devolution** should b« 
offered to the Tamils. MIRJE*s sund 
is that any interruption or cessaiioq 
of the search for a political solution 
would only result in new levels of 
brutality and carnage and would en* 
tail "furrher loss of the democratic 
rights to which we have been actus* 
toned, further brutalisation of our 
people and the strengthening of the 
authoritarian trends that are already 
evident in our society.'* 

That the Sinhala liberal opinion ia 
spreading is evident from the fact 
that Sri Lankan women got together 
to form their organ, called the 
Woman for Peace and Ethnic Har¬ 
mony. This group is vocal and active. 
They h;ive taken out many peace 
marches, trying to mobilise opinion 
in favour of a political solution to the 
ethnic crises. The wemen have been 
urging an “immediate political solu¬ 
tion over a military one," and have 
called upon '*(he women of Sri Lanka 
of all ethnic groups to work for a 
lasting peace in our country." 

A spokesman of the Sinhalese 
liberals disclosed to this corres¬ 
pondent that due to the Buddhist 
Maha Sangha's constant emphasis on 
the ‘‘historic mission" to convert Sri 
Lanka into a Sinhala Buddhist na¬ 
tion, racism today has cut across all 
class and caste barriers of the 
Sinhalese community. Earlier, the 
working class had no interest in 
racism. However, since the Sixties 
even the Communist parties turned 
communal to retain their dwindling 
votebank. Time and again the Sinha* 
la opposition parties sabotaged pacts 
that sought to fulfil the legitimate 
aspirations of the Tamils. Every time 
the ruling party came towards set* 
tiing the problem, (he opposition 
parties spread the campaign that 
they had "sold out" to the Tamils, 
cumpelling the ruling party to re 
nege. The spokesman revealed that 
all the Sinhalese puliticians feared 
the Buddhist Maha Sangha and did 
not dare initiate any kind of action 
(hat would be frowned upon by the 
Sangha. The fear stemmed from the 
beliet that the Sangha controlled the 
masses. As mass support is vital fur 
the ruling party to slay In power, 
none of the politicians dared to risk 
(he wrath of the Sangha. The spokes* 
man added that the popular belief 
ibat the Maha Sangha controls the 
masses could well ^ an artificially 
treated one. 


Prvdgml Jskfwanlnw 


According to (he spokesman (he 
resen(ment of (he Sinhala ina»e$ 
against the Jayewardene govern* 
Blent is rising to alarming propor¬ 
tions. The aroiy is demoralised be* 
cause it is unable to crush the Tamil 
miiiiants. The Sinhala masses are 
unable (o cope with (he high cost of 
living. As the economy is in a sham¬ 
bles, the people oppressed by the 
yoke of inflation are turning against 
Jayewardene. The ripples of public 
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jAyrwanlenf tan Ml h« dla raised natmtal neoirilv mMMtr l.alH% AilMiMliaHdalMlenkdatantntUMtTMlItcrrerMi 

have been pui dnwn and hy Vpil Mathtm itial taa bean dtait / t pa rdh^ llw larrartab 


cJe^ are (uK^^iher an artfuJ synthesis 
of historical research and practical 
realities. Id addition m twing an 
encyclopaedia of invaluable informa* 
tion, the bovk Is a symbol of the 
soul'Searching that the Sinhala liber 
als are capable of. The well* 
documented studies expose the 
mythic nature of the Sri Lankan 
history that traces the beginning of 
the island's civilisAtion to the arrival 
of King Vrjaya and his band of foU 
lowers from north India. 

The papers point out that in actual 
fact the island had been for a long 
period inhabited by a people who 
were primarily agriculturists and 
that it was an amalgam of those 
inhabitants and subsequent migrants 
that laid the foundations of Sri Lank* 
an society. A Sinhalese author traces 
the beginnings of the Sinhala Buddh¬ 
ist consciousness that was essentially 
based on the myth that the Sinhalese 
are of Aryan descent. This myth has 
been steadfastly developed over the ; 
years to the present tine to legiti- i 
mise the claims of the Sinhalese to I 
Sri Lanka. The paper points out that ' 
the concept of a Sinhala Buddhist 
hegemony, which is to be protected 
from (ha inroads of a Tamil group 
from south India, has been pervasive 
from around the fourth century and 
even today forms the basis of Sinhala 
Buddhist chauvinism and of ethnic 
conflict. Tamil scholars trace the 
evolution of the Tamil consciouanets 
which has ‘‘arisen aa a response to 


the growth of Sinhala chauvinism.** 
The economic aspects, the commune* 
lisation o( the leftist parties and the 
colonial legacy, the education and 
employment policy that has eiucer- 
hated relations between the Tamil 
and the Sinhalese, the situition of 
the Tamils of Indian origin are all 
dealt with by the different authors. 
One of the most brilliant papers 
has been presented by Prof. W. 1 . 
Siri weere, e senior lecturer in history 


The reaentmeDt of the 
Sinhala masaee 
against the 
Jayewardene 
gorernmant Is rising to 
alarming proportions. 

Thsarmyis 
demoralised because it 
is unable to crash the 

Tamil militants... 

President 

Jayewardene* B position 
is shaky beeause of the 
intense factionalism In 
the mllAg party. 


at the university of Perandeniya. the 
dissertation exposes the prejudices 
that have crept into historical re* 
cords. As most of the chroniclers 
were Buddhists, historical facts were 
often twisted or distorted to cater to 
their ioterests. Unfortunately. thcM 
versions have had a tremendous in* 
flueflce in sbeping concemporery 
attitudes. As the prominent leftist 
leader Dr Colvin R.Desilva put it In a 
recent enicle, *‘The UNP govern* 
ment Is shrieking from the housetops 
that our country is in the gravest 
crisis of its history since independ¬ 
ence. The contention is true. But the 
oritis of which the government Is 
shouting is not the true crisis. The 
crisis to meet which the government 
is sumiDwiing the nation to rally 
round it is a military crisis. The cause 
of that crisis is presented as Tamil 
terrorism The task befim the coun* 
try is formulated as the task of 
d^eaiing. destroying and rooting out 
that terrorism, (hat teirorism is a 
major element In the present crisis is 
true. But terrorism neither consti* 
lutes the crisis nor is In prime cause. 
1110 crisis we are facing is a crisis of 
the nation. The roots of that crisis 
lie in what history may characterise 
as our failure in the post independ¬ 
ence period to build a Sri Lankan 
nation in which the majority and 
mmority communities can co-exjst 
peacefully .* 


Cartoons ire from ine Communst nmower. AOM (Tnghl 
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Envy, Jealousy and Hate 


A handsome young aihelete 
who had covered himself in 
^ory having won a match 
tor his tide was standing on 
I the pavement surrounded by his 
admirers. A man who had never teen 
him before nor had any interest in 
any game ran hit car over him. When 
charged with murder, the man con* 
fessed that he had nothing personal 
against hit victim but could not bear 
to see him being lionised. 

In 1C67 a succession of fires broke 
out in the hostels of Cornell Universi* 
ty in which several students were 
roasted alive. The dormitories were 
tpecially chosen as they housed the 
best students of the campus. The 
coroner held that the arson had been 
committed by other students out of 
**humen malice/* 

A middleaged spinster took the 
child of a close friend in her pram for 
an airing. She was suddenly over- 
: come with envy of her friend’s happi* 
ness in having a child and hurled the 
pram with the baby into the river... A 
17*yenr'Old boy shot dead his closest 
friend for no reason ocher chan that 
the other was elected head of their 
ciau... A poor men walking along the 
road was overcome with envy and set 
a line of cars along the pavement on 
fire. When questioned by the police 
he said, "I could not afford to own ao 
automobile, and ] didn’t want anyone 
else to have one." 

AJl these incidents are true. Many 
more can be cited from India and 
elsewhere because envy, jealousy 
and hatred are a universal phe* 
nomenon. All of us suffer from envy, 
most of us also become jealous when 
our relationship with another is 
threatened. However the utmost 
most of us do is to indulge in mali. 
cious gossip against those we envy or 
endanger a relationship we have en. 
joyed. If allowed to go unchecked, 
envy and jealousy can turn to hate. 

There is no language in the world 
which does not have words for envy 
and its manifestatione like jealousy, 
hostility, malice, beckbicinf, gossip 
and scandafmongering. The dosest 
Indian equivalents of envy are hassd 
in Urdu, eersha, jafan, Ulsa and dah 
la Hindi. 

Sophiaticaicd societies have de* 
vised an etiquette whereby outbursts 
to envy are restrained. In less 
•v^ved societies like ours eavy. 

|||^,«^!a(*tionrSuBfatr SfiSSi 


BY HHUSHWANT SINGH 

jealousy and hate often play havoc 
with the smooth running uf adminis¬ 
tration. Ku institution, office or de¬ 
partment of government, not exclud. 
ing the defence services bound by 
rigid rules of discipline, is without 
the envious and the envied. It is 
common knowledge that some Test 
matches are lost because some fiel* 
ders deliterately drop easy catches 
to prevent good averages by their 
own bowlers. 

Kirad Choudhuri is of the opinion 
that envy is bom of fear. He goes on 
to state that '*fear of enemies haunts 
Hindu life. This feer is. of course. 





descended from the primitive fear of 
strangers, but was extended to an 
absurd degree. All relatives, neigh¬ 
bours. acquaintances, even wives 
and sons were regarded as potential 
enemies Often quite unjustifiably, 
every Hindu regarded some of his 
acquaintances as his actual enemies 
and attributed his failures to their 
machinations. Beyond them were the 
jjiknown enemies, like the unknown 
gods of Greeks. In the locisi outlook 
of the Hindus the enemies of a per¬ 
son far outnumbered his friends. So 
one preoccupation in their life was to 
disappoint the enemies. So all wall- 
wishers urged a man nor to give joy 
and comfort to his enemies ^ quar¬ 
relling with friends and relatives. In 
Bengal, for instance, if two brothers 
quarrelled, a well wUher would ask 
why they were providing joy for their 
enemies. Looking at a healthy child a 
grandmother, mother, or aunt would 
say: ’May he grow up like this and 
put ashes in the mouths of our ene¬ 
mies.* In the village the news of a 
woman in labour would not be given 
for fear chat some enemy would utter 
spells to delay the birth of the child... 
Thus all religious observances and 
rites had a protective orientation. In 
addition, there were parricular 
dietles and rites to ensure welfare 
and security. Some of the rites were 
meant to enlist support from a god or 
goddess against evil, others to bribe 
a mischief-making deity. For inst¬ 
ance, in Bengal a goddess called 
Mangal Chandi or Chandl of Welfare 
was worshipped every Tuesday in 
order to secure insecurity from evil, 
and every Saturday Ssoi (Saturn), 
who in Hindu mythology is the perso¬ 
nified evil eye, was worshipped to be 
bribed off from mischief-making." 

Nirad Choudhuri is, as usual, har¬ 
sher on Hindus than on ocher com- 
mooities. As a matter of obsarvarion 
there is more evidence of uncontrol¬ 
led envy among Arabs chan amongst 
Indians and from Arabs more inher¬ 
ited by Indian Muslims thao other 
Indians. Amonut agricultuy^ com* 
muniries like the Jets (Hindu, Sikh 
or Muslim), Rajputs and Ahem no 
sooner one of them becomes the 
village headman he has to watch out 
for the envioisa leet they baah in hii 
skull. 

Envy can be a creative impulse if it 
can be canalised into competitive- 


tSSAY 


ness—to do us well or better than 
others in the same field. Such one- 
upmanship should lead to progres.^ 
But when it is allowed to take the 
shape of wishing ill to others doing 
better, then it corrodes a person's 
inner being. 

"Envy IS a drive which lies on ihe 
core of man’s life as a social being, 
and which occurs as soon as two 
individuals become capable of 
mutual comparison,** writes Helmut 
Schoeck in his definite work on the 
subject Envy {Seeker and Warburgi, 
He further clarifies that envy re¬ 
quires at least two characterv ihe 
envicr and the envied. "Ilie more 
closely and intensivelv the envier 
concerns himself with ihe other per¬ 
son, the mure he is thrown back on 
himself in self pity." It is a directed 
emotion which cannot occur without 
a target 

Psychologists have ascribed many 
reasons for this almost entirely hu« 
man emotion (there is no evidence of 
it among.sT animals}. Melanie Klein 
in her work Envy and (imtitude is of 
the upinion that the nmt cause 
sibling rivalry i.e. between children 
of the same mother for her aiieniinn. 
This is too simplistic an explanation. 
Before we go to its genesis, ii is best 
to define the borderlines between 
envy, jealousy and malice. 


Envy Versus Jealousy 


Envy, as has been noted earlier, is 
largely a relationship between two 
people. Jealousy invariably requires 
three or more. It is the craving for 
(he affection of another mingled with 
fear of losing it to a third party. 
Jealousy erupts when a rival appears 
on the scene Envy does nm have to 
await a rival. As Schoeck pomis uui. 
"Jealousy is only directed against a 
definite transfer of coveted assets or 
their removal elsewhere, never 
against the asset as such. Envy vcr>' 
often denies the asset itself." Envy K 
hateful emotion inasmuch as besides 
corroding the envier it seeks molevo* 
lent pleasure in seeing adversities 
befall the envied’ person. To wit 
Dryden. 

Envy, that does with misery re« 
side. 

The joy and revenge of ruined 
pride. 

Schopenhauer believes that the en 
vier employs two methods—to praise 
whet is bad. or alternatively, to re¬ 
main silent about what is good. Ho 
goes on to add: "There is no vice, of 
which a man can be guilty, no mean 
ness, no shabbiness, no unkiiidness. 
which excites so much indignation 
among hit coniemporari«», friends 


end neighbours, as his success. This 
is the one unpardonable crime, 
which reason cannot defend, nor 
humility mitigate. 'When heaven 
with such parts has hlest him. have 1 
noi reason to detest him?' " 

For .some obMure reason the Ger¬ 
mans have quite a slsable literature 
on this “vindictive, inwardly. ((»’• 
menting. displeasure... in which one 
begrudges others their personal or 
material assets, being as a rule 
almost niu^e intent on their desrruC' 
lion than on iheir acquisition." The 
professional thief is less tormented, 
ivss motivated b> envy, than is the 
arsonist. Envy manifests itself when 
(iiere is proximity as between reJa* 
livev friends and neighbours. It is 
roused as a Russian proverb says 
when a man sees with his ears as well 
us his eyes li afflicts all humans of 
all ages: if envy was a disease, the 
world would be a hospital. Not many 
people are willing lu mdmii that they 


are sick with envy. The Swedes are 
an exception and have coined ao 
expression “royal Swedish envy" fur 
people who resent other people's 
prosperity. By Swedish law every 
citisen is allowed to examine 
another’s tax return. A firm which 
publishes lists of families which have 
incomes above 36,000 dollars a year 
makes handsome profits out of pecK 
pie’s desire to know which of their 
friends or neighbours are doing bat¬ 
ter than themselves and why. 

A Deadly Sin 

Many sayings are ascribed to 
Prophets. "Men should noi envy one 
another what 1 give them out of my 
fulness." said Jesus, "The plagues of 
religion are envy, vanity and pride." 
The Prophet Mohammed denounced 
he.tad as “something that devours 
faith as fire devours wood " An Imam 
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declared: "The true believer i5 he 
who wishes others well and who does 
not molosi them, while the hypocrite 
is a man who is envious and who dues 
aor suffer any other to he happy.** 
Admonitions by prophets had little 
effect in excisinii envy oui uf iheir 
foiluwers. 

Cods and goddesses of Hindu and 
the Greek myihoiogy were victims of 
envy. Epissodus in the Kamoyanaand 
MahahharJta are replete with >nso 
ances ol envv amongst co*wives» step¬ 
mothers, cousins and neighbours. 
The clussic story of Agamemnon's 
triumphul return home routed the 
envy uf the g<»ds 

Kare are those mori.ils who a 
friend arriiyed 

Ln fortune's smiles with eves un- 
envy mg vis*w: 

The laivHil poison latiklmg at The 
heart 

A tloohle smiin mlluis. the 
fs*rei oioiirits 

His oun peculuti woc*s—ihsm at 
the sighi 

Ol olheis mnit* successful, sighs 
•igam. 

I know muiikind full w«U, nor 
treed to Jearit 

That empty ,is the shiidinv of a 
vU<ule 

Are many who with smiles may 
]*r,<s«>ncv hail ** 

Clvismiivsiiii greets her hoshand 
with ihc lidlowiuA wimK: 

Oh' h I e s 1 I m m u It} IV from 
ihreuteiu-d woe! 

fsovv. Ik* gone—-too well we grief 
have known. 

Envious Practices 


In all >iK.u lu's llls‘^ In whah peo¬ 
ple htuH’ lo harm those ’liov envv ui 
luitf ai ecu IT (‘lit js aie riles I »v which 
those who wish iliem harm ean Im.- 
irushated Ilitlerent foimsof black 
magic were, and are, piaitiseil in 
diHerrnr couiiines Indian poliij 
cuiu-. hire laniiics u> peilorm rites lo 
lull in tlipii rivals Mis G.iodhi's 
adnoreis were known ?o engage pan 
dlls to peihiim cues to piesi-rve her 
I loin liaim The enmmoaesi evidence 
«'l envY among couinooi jieople is 
heliet in the "evil-eye." S-tiur 
IS !«> cast an eitvoius eve on 
«>lher's livalih. wealth and cUiMrrn. 
Of ail slog«Mis p.itnted Ix'htnd tiuiks 
and scouters the niosi popular is 
•boiree <.,ie Jejifiriey o;*/ev 

rei ti ;nu/ih A,Mfa.'lV(»u wh<i casi \t>ur 
evil eVe me. mav vour face lit* 
hluckeneJ)"i Aliloiogh nm us com I 
in only used us the I'rdu “burer ! 
Aa/a;." Hindi hii> an eipiivalm in j 
■l/•df^shn Some people have-'llfgics 1 


made of people ihey envy or hate and 
slick pins in them. In most agricultu¬ 
ral communitief^ peasants take pre¬ 
cautions lo pieserve (heir cattle from 
the ill-effects of envious neighbours.* 
In Bavaria and Austria peasants siiU 
mix “envy herb’' with fodder to pro¬ 
tect their cattle against verxiejtfen or 
“enviirt^ wcery.** 

An V 1 IVIOUS person will happily do 
harm lo himself if by so doing he can 
alsucb> harm to the person he envies. 

I recall lirigariun between two 
brothers who irwned the largest cloth 
store in l.ahoie. I was appointed 
urhitnilor hv the court. When all 
atiempis ru divide liafe« of cloth 
faded. I suggested that each hale he 
iul in half bvcii this suggestlun was 
turned down. 1ht;y agreed tn cut the 
Ihdes down I he middle so that they 
could Ih' ul MO MSI* lo either uf them. 

Anothei i-videiKe nf the preva¬ 
lence ol rnvv IS the greater readiness 



lo liehcve and derive pleasure from 
hcJiiiig news ol anurher's misforiunc 
than luy in iheir siicceiu. "Anv one 
can sympathise with the sufferings of 
a tnend. bui n retiuircs a very fine 
naiure to sympuihise with a friend’s 
suicess." wrote Oscar WiJde Rad 
ri(-ws makes hctlcr news than good 
news. The Germans have the 
most di)|>T<ipriate word l<.r pleasure 
derived from another's misfortune— 
v-.badc/iireude.. It has d Pei si an 
4-<|uivalent in Maj/jar. 


Envy in Poetry 


In the Canterhuty Talcs Chaucer 
lists '‘the I oil I sin of envy" amongst 
die M*v«-n deadliesi and defines it in 
I he words uf St. Augustine as "sorrow 
at anothin s prrKperity and joy in his 
haim." In 7*he Pandtse Lesr Milton 
wi lies of the s nuke's envy of Adam & 
E\e in paradise 


"Who first seduced (hem (o that 
foul revolt? 

Th'infernal serpent! He it was, 
whose guile 

Stirred up with envy and revenge, 
deceived 

The mother of mankind..... 

And later in the same poem Adam 
warns Rvet 

for thou know’st 
What hath heen warned us, whai 
malicious foe. 

Envying our happiness, and of his 
uwn 

Despairing, seeks Co work our woe 
and shame 
Bv sly assault ** 


Price of Success 


"He who attains lenown rouses 
envy amongst his co mpeers," said 
Aristotle "It is the practice of the 
multitude to bark at eminent man as 
little dugs do at sirangers." wrote 
Seneca. Knvy only exists amongst 
«Hjuals. The more nearly we are e<jual 
tu the man with whom wc compare 
ourselves, the greaier is our envy. 
Bacon was of the opinion that the 
envy-ridden are often deformed or 
impotcni^ir persons "who cannot 
possibly m«nd their case and hence 
attempt to impair anuthers." Kant 
regarded envy as belonging tn the 
"abhorreiu family of ingratitude and 
schad(‘iii'reude....iho vice of human 
hate that is the complete opposite of 
human love. He defined it as the 
’’tendency to perceive with displea¬ 
sure the good of others, although it in 
no way detracts from one's own....it is 
onlv an indirect, malevolent frame of 
mind, namely a disindmatinn to see 
our own good uvershudowedihy the 
good of others, because we take its 
measure not from its intrinsic worth, 
but hy comparison with the good of 
others and then go on in symbolise 
ihat evaluation." 

Nietz&chc made a perceptive 
analysis of schadtnfieude which* 
according to him came into existence 
only after man had learnt to see 
other men as belonging to his own 
kind and forming a society. He 
wrote: "Malicious joy arises when a 
man consciously finds himselt in evil 
plight end feels anxiety or remor^ 
or pain, riic misfortune that over-' 
takes B. makes him equal ti» A, and A 
is reconciled and no longer envious. 
If A is prosperous, he still hoards up 
m his memury B's misfortune as a 
capital, so as to throw it in the scale 
as a counter-weight when he himself 
suffers adversity. In this case too he 
feeh 'malicious joy’ 
(schudenfrtudey The sentiment uf 
equality thus applies its standards to 
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th« domain of luck and chance. Mali¬ 
cious joy is the commonest express* 
ion of victory und restoration of 
equality, even in a hiAher slate uf 
civilisetion." 

Neitzsthe like many other phili»> 
sophers believed that the idea ol 
equality is in fact an expiession of 
envv. He wrote: “When some men 
fail to accomplish what they desire to 
do they exclaim anitnlv, “May the 
whole wot Id peiishi" This repulsive 
emotion is the pinnacle of envv. 
whuse implicniion is “If [ cannot 
have KometliinA, no one is lo have 
ftnvihrnfi, nn one is to l>c unvihinA'*' 


Democracy as a Form of 
Envy 


“Bnvy umooM other inKrcdivnis. 
has H mixture of love of lusuce m it 
We are mme antftv at undeserved 
than desei^ed fortune," wrote 
Kazlitt. “Knvy h the basis or demu* 
uacy," opined Bert rand Ruswll. "It 
i.s the passion thm bus A>ven driving 
force tv demosiacic theories ** H L 
Me nek VII in his essay A H/ind Spot 
wrote: "No doubt my distaste for 
democracy as h pvliiical theory is 
due to an inner lack, in a defect that 
IS a pood deal less m the theory than 
in myself In ihi.s case if is very 
probably my an capacity for envy...In 
the face uf nnother man's good lor 
rune I am as inert as a car broker 
before Johann Sebastian Bach. Ii 
AJves me neither pleasure nor dis 
tress. The fact, tor example, tliai 
John 1). Kuckefeber bad more money 
than 1 have is as uninteresting to me 
HX the fact that he liclieved in total 
immersion uinl wore detachable 
cuffs. And the fart that some half- 
anonymous a.ss ha.s been appointed a 
profe.ssor at Harvard, or married to a 
rich wifei or even to a beautiful and 
amiable one: this fact i$ as meaning 
leu to me as the latest piece of bogu» 
news from eastern Europe.'* 

“Democracy isdep'Ciod as brother 
hood, even as altruism. All such 
notions are in error,** he writes. 
“There is only one honest impulse j* 
the bottom of Puritanism and chat is 
the impulse tn punish the man with a 
superior capacity for happiness—to 
bring him down lo the mi.ser.ihle 
level of *gou<)* men i.e. of stupid, 
cowardly and chronically unhappy 
men. And there is only one sound 
argument fnr democracy, and that is 
the argument that it is a crime tor 
any man to hold himself out as better 
than other men, and, above all. a 
most heinous offence for him lu 
prove it." 

There arc people who enjoy mak* 
ing otheii envious Grand wedding 


banqueis. limousines and ocher 
forms of ostentatious display of lux¬ 
uries usually designed to make 
others envious. An iinthropoiogisl 
who rewarded his naiivi* imerpteter 
and asked him him* would you spend 
(he money got (he reply: “I shall Iniv 
(he Inggesi drum I can find and lioat 
It in the village Then vverybodv will 
envv nu* * 

Nut all manifestaiions ul prmjtcr- 
MV muse envy The style uf living id 
Presidenis m K ash era pad Rbavaii. 
the Kennedy's in White Huust* ui 
British mun.uehs in Buckingham 
palace du niH ruuse envy iii the 
minds ol ilie ihumpions uf equaliiy 
because envy, as has been said he- 
fore, 'sjierares <»nlv Hinuiigsi istu.ils 
li ihrivi’s in an egahianan wnieiv 
und largely amungse pcojilr in the 
same profession "Have you cvei 
been so imiirudenf a> to pruisi* »ri 



ariisi lu another ariist, praised n 
p«)li(icun lo aiitrtlicr pojidiiaii uf the 
same party? praised an klgyptolugist 
to another Kgvptulogisi? asks Ber¬ 
trand Kussel And answers: "If yuu 
haw. it is hundred to one (hat you 
haie produced an explosion ot 
envv," Russel was also of the opinion 
(hat while women regard all other 
women as their compeiitors; men as 
a rule only have this leuling tuwardr 
other men in the .same profession 
“Beggars do not envy millUinajres. 
I hough of course they will envv other 
beggars who are more succ<'ssful.*' 
The cuJ( of equality, the sense of 
justice and injustice arc bom out of 
man's capacity to envy At the same 
lime (he rich and (he privileged who 
are envied also suffer from a fow-ling 
of guilt towards the poor and the 
under privileged and expiate it by 
gifts to charity, by indulging in radic¬ 
al talk and at times by joining revolu¬ 
tionary groups. Thi< ic particularly 


nuUcvable amc»ng iliv mU'lk'cta,il 
elite as *'eiivv*avoidariLe beli.ivu>ui 


Punitive Taxation _ 

“Neither democradv' iiur diria 
lorships arv aicTse lu Je|UHulirig 
u|win (he supposed mutual envv in 
thv |Mipul,iur>ii III I'lodiicc muxinuim 
hunesiv 111 c«ix nuiteis," wciios 
Sc*li(u-k Nul only IJX puvets willingly 
give infill rr.u ion jbniir niher people 
in their hiisiiK'ss hut ui Riaiiy (uiiii 
tiles including Indi.i lax aiiihurities 
reward informers lot snooping in 
iithiT iKniplo's privuic incomes. In 
Sw'Mmland i,ix leiurns are tu 
piiMtc scrutiny «iiui in some cantuns 
4’hihliuii sell froindom in d<iur copies 
<if tax ic'tnrns made hv local resi 
dents. I'unuive uiul koiili^vaiui’y 
luxes .ire iini levied from humuniln 
iiaii inniives, hii ilie licmeln of the 
p«Ku hill OUT of envy— iht- dissaiisfac- 
tnm pi<idu4ed in men m i bv whut 
chev lack hiii bv wbat nihers have. 


How to Overcome Envy 


I I'nvy as a posiiivc foric cun lire 
I innnvaiors lu iiiveni new things in 
' the spirii uf “now * 11 show ihem" 

I altitude As a desiruclive force it c;in 
hand ilie eriviuijs rugellier and insist 
' «iii status qu<i, 

I The pioblcms of must eyihiarioji 
societies lire lu fustei positive envv 
and lorilaiJi its desiiuctivc powers. 
Kviumnsing the worUl by taking 
.s.trfv«(s larc'lv nucceed in riHiimg nut 
envy. Mure satisfying is accept unco 
of fcismer—fate which gives more to 
si>me Than in others. Il is best to 
canalise it iiMo a ftirce uf achieve¬ 
ment: the Will In nutdci otherc on the 
same occupation as farmers, orrisans. 
typists, business executives, scien* 
lists, painicrs, musi«.iaits or whor. 
ever. 

Berrrand Kussel found an anridote 
for envy in Htltririition: “Whoever 
wishes 10 increase humun happiness 
mu»i wish to increase admiration and 
lo diminish envy." He discorded self 
lessness propagated by saints as a 
vure for eiiw becausv most saints 
envy other saints. “Merely to re.ilisc 
the cause of one's own envious leel- 
ings IS to lake a long step inwiirds 
curing them." he advised, “Eiivy evil 
as ir ic and terrible ore ics offeds. is 
not wholly of th'? devil It is in part 
the expression nf a heroic pain, the 
pain of those who svulk through the 
night; blindly, pen haps, to a hetier 
resting place, perhaps only to death 
and destruction To find the right 
road out of this despair, civilised 
man must enlarge his heart as he has 
enlarged his mind '* 
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ANTI-OEFECTION BILL 

A New Beginning 


Efforts to ciea/1 up poJiticol life 

I n one step. t*nTne Minister Rajiv 
Candhi has covered a iot of ground. 
The passage of the Anti*Defection 
^ Bill, while strengthening his already 
strong pQSiUon in the party, has 
I shown him as a crusader fur clean 
' politics It ha.s also shown that as in 
I the days of Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
I ruling party is in fur an era of 
I inner party democracy once again. 

' Furthermore, the contradictions 
within the opposition have lieen laid 
threadbare all over again. Politics 
had become a diny word since 1967. 
when the phase nf the aya ram and 
gaya ram (the phrase was coined by 
the lete V. B. Chavan. when he was 
the union home minister) began. De 
factions by politicians had made the 
people at large begin to hate poJiti* 
clans. 

In a democracy, while clean puli* 
tics is im pare live, the image of the 
piiiitician, es{>ecja]ly ih« elected rep¬ 
resentative, ib imporiam. Defections 
NymboJised opponunt^m in totality, 
the people haplessly looked on while 
the elected MFs and MLAs switched 


sides with impunity and thereby 
mocked the popular mandate. People 
voted for a parry, and rarely for an 
individual. The mandate of 1977 
which brought atraut ihe fall of the 
Congress government, was negated 
when the disease of defections 
affected the Lok Babha in 1979. The 
people reacted against this and voted 
Indira Candht back to power. In 1994 
again, defection politics within the 
opposition parlies was rejected by 
the electorate which chose to give 
the Congresstl) a mandate for stable 
politics. Appropriately, the new 
wave government chose the Anti> 
Defection Bill as its first step towards 
reassuring the people that politics 
had not become a dirty word after 
all. 

This IS not tu say that the "Mr 
Clean** image of Rajiv Gandhi is 
unblemished. As AICCtI) general 
secretary, he did not murmur when 
defections were engineered in 
Haryana and Himachal Fradesh «oon 
after the Assembly elections in these 
slates by Bhajan Lai and Ram Lai. 


respectively, tu form Congress(l) 
governments. When governments 
were toppled by defectors in Jammu 
and Kashmir and Andhra l^adesh 
and the Congress<IJ rushed to the 
defection leaders. G. M. Shah and N. 
Bhaskara Rao, to help them form 
governments, then too Rajiv Gandhi 
did not protest. The Molly Tapes ' 
scandal in Karnataka and the blatant I 
use of money power to topple the ' 
Hegde government in Karnataka too 
did nut attract Rajiv Gandhi's cen* 
sure. In Sikkim and in Nagaland, 
defect ion< were not scorned at. But 
that was the Rajiv Gandhi of 1964. 
lh« Rajiv GHiidhi of 198ft has his 
eye> set on ihe next century. And for 
a leader to be able to sustain popular 
appeal, image-building exercises 
combined with preventive measures 
to ensure that the people's mandate 
is not reversed in any way other than 
elections, are necessaiy. By bringing 
forward the Anti-Defectiun Bill, 
while ensuring that he acquired a 
belter grip over the party. Rajiv 
Gandhi also excused himself from 
the people for not having been able 
to do anything more concrete while 
be went back to them to seek voles in 
the Assembly elections. Nothing has 
happened on the Punjab front. 
Assam remains unresolved. The 
prices have nut shown any downward 
trend. Apart from catching spies, the 
government hav nut been able to 
produce any other tangible result to 









‘«h«nv’ itself as the ''government (hiit 
works." The timing (»f the Anti* 
C^fection Bill, therefore, was wim*. It 
hus given the ruling party an 
Hchie^'efne^t worth shntitlng from 
the roiift<iiM of having cleaned public 
life. And the people may graiefully 
acknowledge this. 

The introdiu tion of the Bill a as an 
exercise aimed at showing that Rajiv 
(•andhi hvlieved in the politics of 
cIKiperation and consensus. Rv gel- 
ting the Bill imunimoush jMssed. 
lifter "bowing to iliu opposition's 
wishes" regarding ihe controvers»ol 
clause 2(1 1 iCh Rujiv Uamlhi has 
shown his ''mugnaiiiinity." This was 
in sharp contrast to (he Indiia (iaii- 
dhi era. The Nehru years Mwmed to 
shine hack once again, ilii ilie ton* 
ti'oversial clause, w’hich was dropt>ed 
on the floor of the Lok SabhJi ii was 
envisaged that an MP would l»e dis* 
cjuatified from Parliameni "if he has 
been expelled from a political party 
with the pi'oeedure esiuhhshed hv 
the Curistitutiuii. rules nr icguKilmns 
of such a party." Apart fiom the 
(ippi^^ilhm. a vast ma.ioritv of the 
Cnngre;ts(li meenhers wvrv also 
oppnsed lu this. Tne controversial 
clausMT would have vitiated inner- 
party democracy Some senior i uling 
paiiy members, like Mool Chand 
Duga and Narain Chand Parashar. 
while speaking in rhe meeting of the 
CongresslU Harliamentarv Party, 
pointed uut that the dada.s of the 
district towns would be in a position 


to hold the legislators to ransom by 
threatening them with expulskm 
from rhe party and thereby the 
la^gislature. if this clause were to be 

pUSSA'd 

The oppiKition lo the clause came 
trom as m»my as the l!> sjteakers 
•It the VPPih meeting. Apart fiom 
two l.iw^vrs who liavv been elected 
to ihv K.ijv.i ^kiliha. M.idan Bhaiia ; 
and Miiilulh.ir Bhund.ire. almost the | 
einiie iNiriv opt>osi«d this. Priya Rart 
Mn Itasmiiiishi. former unoni minis- 
leis Rli.iuwad .lha Arad. Kumiidliehri 
fo^hi. Vii.iY Naval Paul mow' AlC- 
Ctli toint scsTfctarvi ami Mohammad 
('sm.iM .Ant. toriuc’i cabinet mini>ier 
.ool (Huvrnor. A P Sharma. former 
Cm .11 Pi.idtrsh chief minister Sii|>ali 
Mishi.i. Sh.ir.id Ihght- and K S. Kao 
tooled i PIMi siiieiaiv M C'. Oaga 
.iihI the Itim.uli.il I'l.idesh pallia- 
mviiiaii.iii. N 1* P.oashai in attack* 
mg the sl.uist* Kaii\ Carulhi patient- 
Iv listviHHl to this criticism. In lha 
vvrv fust si^ssKMi of ihe eighth Lok 
K.ibhj. the ruling partv provided in> 
nei iMriv ciituism This was a major 
dvp.iiiurv tiom the Indira («andhi 
da\s Me toiik his ct itkx Imth within 
ihv party and in the opp<»sition by 
sill pi ise bv leit ing the clause i ectiain 
III the Bill while it was tabled and 
then hv suddenlv withdrawing the 
cl a use ac the end He .i|so iiuik the 
opjKii tunny id i sposing the opposi¬ 
tion's disunity. Initially, the largest 
opiMisitum party, the Telugu D«Mm 
along with Farooq Abdullah's 


KARNATAKA 


The End of an Alliance 


/anato Partv-WP aJIia/ice breaks up /\ss<»mbly poJIs 


L ike most divorces, it ended in 
rancour and recrimination. In the 
last week of January, the Janata 
Party and the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Karnataka, which had main¬ 
tained an uneasy relationship for twu 
years against odds, finally fell out. 
The parting of ways came after a 
squabble over sharing of sears for the 
Assembly polls in March. 

The ending of the iwoyear-old 
alliance was widely called a "di¬ 
vorce.** even by the leaders of the 
two parties. For the past two years 
the BJP had been accused of "grumb- 
hng** because, in spite of its supporr 
to Che Janata government led by 
Ramakrisbna Hegde, it has consis¬ 
tently crtticised the shortcomings of 
the government. 

There was little inkling that the 
alliance would end so abruptly De¬ 
spite their uneasy marriage, it was 
widely believed chat the two panias 


would somehow arrive at an agree¬ 
ment. They had done so for the tok 
Sabha puHs. after some initial mis¬ 
understandings. But the Lok Sabha 



RwMhrUhaa Hae* 


National Conference and the "friend¬ 
ly** Anna DMK had supported the 
clause This led the Prime Minister lo 
mock the other "national'* opposition 
parties, by pointing out to them that 
he could listen only to the parties 
which had a strength of at least 20 
MPs. The (ippnsiiion could not pro¬ 
vide effective opposition to the Bill 
even initiully. On the first day when 
ihe Bill was mentioned in the Huusa, 
the op{M>sitiun leaders, Sharad Pa war 
HtiJ Madhu DaniJavdte did not pro¬ 
vide even a feehle protest. K. P. 
i’tinikrishnao. wImi is among the 
seniormosi members on the opposi¬ 
tion iH-tichet. was also nut heard on 
the first day. though later whan the 
discussions took place with the 
Ihime Minister, he pi eyed his due 
1‘ule 

In the pasi two decades, over 2,200 
legislators have crossed the floor. 
Altogether 212 ministers have ac¬ 
quired their posit urns due to dafec- 
t ion s, 1 .'• ch i el m i n isters have c ome to 
power due to defections. Now that 
era is over. Interestingly, four of the 
present 14 cabinet ministers have 
been defi’Ctors—Rau Birendra Singh 
in the Sixties, Virendra Patil (who 
wav the Janata candidate against 
Mn Indira Gandhi ai Chickmagaluri, 
Abdul Ghafoor and K. C Pant (who 
were in the X)nngress(U} after 
1978i-H:onMnuie more than one- 
fourth of the cabinet which intro¬ 
duced the historic bill in Parliament, 
ghathagrefi Phertaeftaryu. How OaM 


elections itself turned out to be the 
tbming point in the relationship. The 
Janata Party had fought 23 seats, 
giving four to the BJP and one to the 
CPI. The BJP lost all four seats, three 
of them by a margin of over orre lakh 
votes. This caused some leaders in 
the Janata Pany to speak dispara¬ 
gingly about the BJP's performance 
(the Janata Party did not lose any 
seat by a lakh votes). 

Sub^uently, when talks began 
about tha sharing of seats for the 5 
March Assembly polls, there was a 
large discrepancy in the ''demand 
and offer" ^ seats. But the differ¬ 
ences were not only over seat shv- 
ing. Even the atmosphere in which 
the calks were conduaed was fall of 
tension. There ware also hawks h) 
both camps. The Janata Pany itself 
was split on continuing the adliance 
with the 'BJP. Most of the JatMtt 
Party leaders felt that the rela- 
tion^p would go against the Janata 
Party's chances ia tit election. Some 
leaders felt that the party would lose 
the minority votes if ii had an 
alliance with the BJP. They backed 
this premise with iIm argument that 
the Muslims had supported the Jana¬ 
ta Party in a big way in the 1983 
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AsM*mbly «Jecfions. The BJP had 
thfen fuuffht alone. Again in 19S3, the 
Muslitn League had campaigned 
againi^r the Cungressth, indirectly 
helping the Janata Party. The Janata 
Party BJH alliance would now era^e 
ah that, it was argued. 

This hawkish group had a big «ay 
in the negotiations. Not even Ramak* 
riehna liegde's plea that the Janata 
Party had a "moral obligation" to 
light along with the BJP due to the 
latter's unstinted support to his gov¬ 
ernment fur two years, helped. Said 
B.8. ShivappM. president of the stale 
BJP. "Even as the talks began, we 
cmild feel that many Janata Party 
leaders simply did nut want a seat 
adjustment. Talks were Just a (ormah 
iiy that preceded the sab<itage." In 
the end. the BJP leaders walked out 
in a huff 

The BJP had demanded 40 seats 
out of the J24 comprising ihe Karna¬ 
taka Legislative Assembly. The Jana¬ 
ta would not agree to more than 24. 
The BJP nud U sitting members in 
the dissolved Assemhly and its first 
condition was that all the IB seats 
should be left to them. That apart, 
the BJP wanted 14 other constituen¬ 
cies where ic came second to ihe 
Congressili in the 19B3 elections. But 
the BJP also demanded eight mure 
seats where the party fell it had a 
**giK)d chance of winning.** Some of 
these seats have sitting Janata Party 
MLAs. and in some other places the 
BJP did not contest in 1983. The 
BJP's logic behind the demand of 40 
seals IS that it also needs to survive 
us a political parly and not just an 
upperidage of the janaia Parry. Said 
Shivappa; "Suppose we agree to 24; 
we are not going to win all. So the 
next time the Janata Party will give 
tis just the seats we have won. Our 
IMTiy will go on shrinking." 

The break up is a severe setback to 
Ihe Janata Party's chances of coming 
hack to power. But the Janata Party 
leaders seem undaunted by the re¬ 
verse and are now pinning their 
hopes on the minority end backward 
class votes. Soon after the defeat in 
the Luk Sabha elections, Ramakrish- 
na Hegde had told Scnda^ that the 
intelligentsia did nut support the 
Janata Parry. Nuw' the Janata leaders 
ore Lonfidem that the iiihaii vines 
will gu 10 the Janata Parts. 

Besii'es 'he BJP. the Janat.i Partv 
IS also not mire of buppnrl from ilie 

two Communist parties. Both the CPI 
and the CPU Mi claim that they have 
been given a raw deal by the Janata 
Party in matters relating to seat- 
shoring More recently, the spectre 
of NTK's Bharat Uesam hangs over 
Karnataku in the form of a "Kannada 
Oesum " 


CONGRESSil) 


Ticket Bazaar in Delhi _ 

Hc^ai'v ru.sh fyrCongressfJ) tickets for Ass<!nibl\' ejections 


A gold rush for Congress(l) tickets 
for the Assembly elections in 
March has begun. Risughly 2,500 con 
stituencies. spread over 11 states and 
the union territory of Pondicherry 
aitracted iwo-and a half lakh bidders 
most of whore were In New Delhi to 
give their cases a final push. "Look at 
the rush. 1 am meeting more than SOU 
people everyday," said Srikant Ver- 
me. newly-appoinied general secret¬ 
ary of the CongressflL not so much 
with weariness at having to handle 
the '‘unpiecedented dash" as with 
pride that no many were really lining 


and the one who went about talking 
of his "personal comributinn" lu the 
Family Hanning Scheme, they were 
all hoping to hitch ihetr wagons to 
the lucky star. "Rajivji ke saath 
rvniti ne chhafang hgaya hai. bum 
Mr kyoorr na kudea (Politics has 
taken a leap with Rajiv Oandhl. why 
should we not jump into the fray 
looi?" asked Khardusan Singh, n 
yuung ticket-seeker from Madhya 
’Pradesh, confidoni that age would 
lilt thr balance in his favour. 

Srikam Verma\ riiom ai 24 Alchar 
Road, the AiCCdi hcadquartei's, was 
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up at his gates. "And the remarkable 
thing he continued, "the number 
of young people that have come this 
time Our new Fnme Minister has 
generated rtew hope and enthusiasm 
in the youth... there is a new force 
I'oming up." 

Whether it was due lo a "new will 
lor ptilitical woik" that Prime Minis¬ 
ter Kajiv Gandhi has "generated' 
umong the young or just a matter oK 
ptiiitical opportunism is debatable, 
but youth presented itself conspi¬ 
cuously in the CoBgressfl) ticket 
hazaar.Leaders just out of college, the 
VI reel-corner rallyist from some dis* 
iMct ii»wn. ihe Youth Congrevuli 
ociivist who hav worked for the 20 - 
IMiim programme first with Sanjay 
Gandhi and now with Rajiv Gandhi 




spilling over with bio-data, 
ihqgsands of them from every corner 
of the country going to the polls in 
March. Against <nie slack of papers 
sat Rampujan Prasad, an old man 
from Bhojpur in Bihar, bent on 
sheaves of foolscap, penning details 
about his life; the numl>vroi limes he 
went to jail during the freedom 
movement, the numerous occasions 
when he came to Delhi io speak, his 
unflinching loyalty lu the* Congress. 
"1 have written these things so many 
limes without result but this Is 
thelasi,"he said, adding his own bit to 
the stack. Kampujaii Prasad’s history 
would )>erhaps remain unread. Not 
many in the Ccngrcssili today are 
interested in histories and as Srikant 
Verma hioiNeif adnticied. "It is im- 






possible for me lo go thmu^h all the 
material.” Besiitos, the AJCC(I) was 
never the real stage of the ticket- 
drama. 

Instead, undisclosed venues were 
jn fashion. The stock answer tor any 
question about where a p.irticular 
state committee ur suIm oinmirtee 
wa« discussing ticket disiribucion 
was: '‘Nobody knows." On 30 Janu* 
ary a huge crowd of ticket-seekers 
had gathered at the Maharashira 
Sadan on hearing that Maharashtra 
chief minister Vasantdada Paul was 
holding a meeting there. Within mi* 
nuce.s, however, it was learnt that the 
entire team had slipped away to 
Parliament House. There was a dash 
for Parliament House hoi the party 
had left agatn. this lime loi un “on- 
dmioHcd venue." 

Sinnl.ir were ihc tactics adopted 
hv leaileis from oihvi slates uhi hut 
soon the lickel sevkei i ame up will) 
«i ct»unier sriaU'gv Thev spin up oiio 
gioiips, oru al ths xiau Hhawaii. 
anotliri at ilie crmcerood rionisicr's 
house and vet aiioihvi soitooied in 
the lobby of 4 five star luni*l The 

slulc guest houses in ilie capital 

lumlioned as r.uiKoig bin |i<>hticai 
hn I koto ties. The ho sic si and the Iim** 
llcsl woi'( itie sUiio HIiowmiis ^d 
Hibar, Pradesh and Sladhva 

Piadesn A minnosviiship had come 
up Ml tilt urea as ii .ilw.iss docs on 
Mich occasions 

At the Madhya Pradesh Khawan, 
lists uf CungresH(h VIPs in town 
with the phone numbers had been 
pasted, but "on instructions" the 
authorities were not baying who was 
staying with them. There was a big 


queue for bookiag caUa to sirhius 
places in (he state. On (he lawns a 
shamjana had been ercifed. The 
ticket-seekers were all crowded 
around the reception desk trying to 
find out who was meeting whom and 
where. Near one of the side entr¬ 
ances stood a blue Cnntessa car, 
drowned in a reniless cluster waiting 
for the MP chief mini.sier 10 emerge 
from his room. Hut before Arjuii 
Singh. P C. Sethi came out from 
another door "Sethiji. Sethiji." (he 

crowd rushed forward and Sethiji 
was lmmc^dlalely swallowed up 1^ 
frantic. passHinoie petitioners. But 
Mr Sethi wras already in his car and 
drove away withnut a word, ".'trre ah 
trrki haar nahin ihuln ,ih tii SlihUui 
kit jttr ha I (Nobody listens lo him 
m>w. It IS Scindu who inaitersi." 
remarked one bvstandvr as Sethi 
moved oil 

'I’hvie were so maiiv venires of 
del isom making ami so diffc*renl 
were the k’Sels <a |K*oiMe insolv4*d 
dial civil siUMig Ml.As o( the Cmi- 
giessth often did mil know whvie 
mallei s were lie mg clinched Some 
who had gone campaigning to Kama 
lapati IripalhTs lesidente came 
Iwk loiallv disillusiuned “Pandilji 
-.lid lu' was |u*I|jU*ss .ind left tin the 
Ruivii Sabliu.'' votf Narmada .ShaoK- 
ai. He was one ol ihv n:anv wim had 
C4imv trom TP iti search «il a ticket 

The setme kept slid ring fi om one 
venue 10 another, from one group lo 
another and finaMs. from one com 
miiiee to another Srikam Verma 
hud darned that with the “demoera 
tic committee system w« have elimto 
Jted loMiies tn the parly** but how 


nounshing lobby*politics ih in the 
Congressdi was only too clear. 
Maharashtra chief minister Va.sani* 
da da Patti i- being Ire sieged by sup¬ 
porters of union home minister S.B. 
Chavan and the rest of the “Mahar* 
ashtru Congress Syndicate." Former 
Bthiii chief minister Jagamiath Mis* 
hra )s ganging up with AlCC(t) 
ireasurei Siiarain Kesarl and Bihar 
PCCil) president Bindeshwarl Dul>ey 
to umbutiass chid minister Chan* 
drashekhar Singh. In Madhya 
Pradesh it is chief minister Arjun 
Singh versus P C .Seihi versus 
Madhavrao Scindiu. In Karnataka. 
K.H. Paul js duelling with Gundu 
Rdo. If the reaction of iicker*seekers 
was any indicatiotu it was quite a 
sev-saw battle. '‘.S'ahkr uluu 
<fokarr hei. Jiski diikmi par' jada 
hhvvd samjho u\i ka holheia” 
itivvrvoiie has his own shop and the 
one most crowded is the strongest in 
the murkvu. wiis bow Mirza Halecm, 
j lK*arded old man Irom Hahraich put 
ir. Mosi Jeiidvis had their own lists, 
the more names you had on 1 hem, the 
moie powerful you were, the more 
crowds you gathered. 

“All these' commiriees are quite a 
hoax. Wbai iiltimatviv m^tteivishow 
much nunicv you have, what your 
caste is and who vou know in Delhi,** 
scoffed one miin ai the Cttar Pradesh 
Niwas. He appurenrly knew he stood 
no chance. How big the rush was for 
httiing ihr Congressih jackimt was 
even mute eviJeni aftei a round of 
the opposition party offices. They 
remained unhurried, quiet and 
rather placid. 

SenkaraAafiTTiaAwr, New OeM 


RAILWAYS 


Musical Chairs at Rail Bhavan 

Tilt? nfsluiftlc H/'stnwrir l)Hrf?<mt:fHls coiifiHHcs 


R ail Bhavan is the problem pit uf 
the central government s 
bureaucracy, It is perhaps, mure pro¬ 
ne! to controversies titan any other 
department In the last three years 
many ina.ioi squabbles have brokon 
imt ni Kail Bliavaii. all ol ulinli haw 
li.id to be sotU d oo{ bx lb« oilinti. 
lion u) I lie hapbidss In l.it< H'SI ibe 
I hen i.iiluav niinisu*i. A B.A Gh.no 
Khan Clinwdhorv had a di If ere nee o1 
opinion with the then Railway Board 
chairman. M.S. Cujaral, and after a 
bitter battle finally succeeded tn 
shunting him out. In June 1983 Mr 
Ghani Khan Chowdhury was again in 
the news. This time He was on a 
collisiuii course wiih Ins minister oi 
MUie, C.k .laffer Sharict Mi Shaiicf 
had cumplaiaed ro the Prime Mmis- 
'er about the wiv the railway mtniv 


ter was ^squandering railway funds’* 
m his home const ituene v in Malda. tn 
>^cst Bengal. A peeved Ghaiii Khan 
Chowdhurs was also reported it» 


Band l«l 


have withdrawn most hies from him. 
At otie time, Sharief's powers were 
cun HI led SM much ihui he spent most 
1)1 his time III Hangaiore. his home** 
town. Ill l‘JH4. imiiiedl.ilelv after the 
(latn accidrni in ByLollii, Bombay on 
2J Novemlier, K T. V Kughavuo, 
chairman of ihe Railway 8<Kird and 
C.K. Swaminathan. member (traffic) 
were "forced" to proceed on leave. 
The railway minicier*s excuse wa», of 
cource. the accident at Bycitlla. but 
Rail Bhavan gossip had it that both 
were lx.ung ‘'pimished" for "opposing 
I he pamjienng of M.ildti’* by the 
ijiSw'.iv ft) 1111 St Vi buili wore "rein* 
'.t.ttod" within ion d<ivs. duo to the 
intervention of l*i imt* Minister Ka)iv 
(‘andhi. Vbimotvly >r was ('thani 
Khan Chowdhurs who left Rail Bha* 
van soon after the electioDS. Con* 
troversiei, however, continued to 
dominate Rati Bhavan despite his 
departure. 

On 30 January, the Rail Board 
chairman, K. T, V. Kiighuvait retired 
at the end nl bis urm and almost 
immediatelv Rail Bhai an's circular 
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corridors started buzzing with spe* 
cuiation. Who would the next chief 
be? Would it be a new man. rhe 
choice of the new minister. Bansi Lai. 
or would Raghavan get another six- 
month extension? Would there be 
another shakeup in the railway 
hierarchy? There was suspense for 
one full day and then it was 
announced that J.P. Gupta, member 
(staff) of the Railway Board would be 
the next chairman. 

Why was K. T. V. Raghavan not 
given another extension even though 
Eanai Lai was said to have recom* 
manded it? Why did J. P. Gupta 
supercede C K. Swaminathan. the 
seniormost member of the Railway 
Board after Mr Raghavan? Why was 
Mr Gupta selected if he is due to 
retire on 30 June, barely a month 
after Swaminathan is scheduled to 
retire? If Mr Cupta does not get an 
extension, he will have the shortest* 
ever term a Railway Board chairman 
has had. 

The official reason being given for 
the decision not to gram another 
extension to Mr Raghavan is that 
extensions are taboo with the pre 
sent regime Another factor, howev¬ 
er, which might have contributed to 
the denial of an extension to My 
Raghavan was his rule during the 
regime of Chani Khan. Ii was com¬ 
mon knowledge that Raghavan. 
along with some other senior officials 
actively opposed the Malda opera 
tions of Mr Ghani Khan. Spending 
Rs. S6 crores on the construction of 
air-conditioned rest houses, new rail* 
way staff quarters, recreation rooms 
and a swimming pool for a district- 
level railway station like Malda was 
simply not palatable to these offi¬ 
cials. The Prime Minister, it is said, 
has taken excepiiun >o official hav¬ 
ing such ‘‘extra constitutional in¬ 
terests.” This is what, perhaps, mes¬ 
sed up Swaminathan's chances, 
too. Ue was one of Mr Raghavan’s 
chief lieutenants in the anti*Ghani 
Khan, anti*Malda lobby. 

Whot seems to have gone in J. P. 
Gupta’s favour Is more than just his 
non-invclvement in “extra* 
cntiMicutional'* activities. He is 
known to he a good management 
man, a field that is in vogue with the 
new government About five years 
before hcLuming ciircnlwr (siaffi on 1 
August 1984, Mr Gupta had had a 
fairly successful stint as director of 
management services in the Railway 
Board' An added advantage tor him. 
perhap^. was that hiv cureev graph 
iouked more profesMomd. from 1%,1 
to 1%7 Mr Gupta was u railway 
adviser to the West Gciman govern 
ment. Ha is a Januipur apprentice. 


and therefore, the cream of India's 
railway engineering cadre. But the 
game of musical chairs has begun in 
the Railway Board all over ai^in. A 
phase of uncertainty will grip the 
railways unless Mr Gupta's tenure is 


specified. If his innings is to end in 
June, then the line of succession 
should be clear. Otherwise, chaos 
will prevail, 

toMkarehaa Th&kwr, Maw OaM 


Rrst an Indian. Always an Indian 
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PUNJAB 


as the five head priests. While same 
leaders of the Akali T)^l and the 
h«ive accepted the security 
provided by state agencies, others 
have made their own security 
arrangements. Thu Akali and SGPC 
leaders are keeping their movements 
a secret. Very often, they first de« 
cline invitations to attend social 
ceremonies but turn up ai the la.st 
minute. Political observers are now 
wondering how this latest impasse 
cieaied by the determined stand 
taken by the central guvernmeni and 
an adamant Akali leadership on the 
Anandpur Sahib Reiiolution was 
fining to be overcome and the union 
government would releane the too 


Still No Solution 


No cha/tge in stands of (lio ceutfv and flip Akafis 

W ith Prime Minister Rajiv Can- down trom their sranc 
dhi categorically refusing to tion. the terrorist* w 
even discuss the controversial ihuir lives. Central 
Anandpur Sahib resolution of the gence agencies and ^ 
Akali Dal and with terrorists ihre- in Punjab feel (hat t 
atening their lives. Sikh leaders in- leadeis are in dangei 
eluding the five high priest* of the hus already been hn 
Akal Takht and the leadership of the ihc attack on Ciani ' 
Akali Dal and the Shirumani Curd* Iniclligeme source 
ware Prabandhak Committee < besides Im> gtHkd luci 
(SCPC) today find themselves in a 
difficult situation. The recent de* : 
velopmant* have also bewildered the > ^ * 

people in Punjab who were hoping ra ' 

that a solution wax finally round the \ 
corner. * 

Musi peuple were hopeful becuusc * 

Rajiv CandhI was exjiected to xnive 
the Punjab problem after be > 
assumed office with a 


massive man¬ 
date behind him. Things however, 
have viorted taking a turn lor worse 
when (be Panrhic leadership called 
Ihe Anandpur Sahib Kesoluliun the 
basic instrument of policies and 
programme* of the Akub Dal and the 
Sikh community and the only ba.sis 
for any negotiations with the centre. 
Juiiini leaders are also demanding 
the lelease of party chief and 
dictarnr Sant flarchand Singh Lon* 
gowal from jail on the grounds that 
he was the only leader to begin talks 
with the centre. 

The Akali Dal ad hoc comminee 
convenor Jathvdar Surjan Singh 
Thekedar and Shirnmani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Commit tee acting Presi 
dent Prem Singh Laipura have gone 
on record io suy that there can be no 
settlement without rhv Anandpur 
Sahib Resuluiion us the basi.s. They 
have asserted this even after Rajiv 
Gandhi ha* made it clear that there 
could be no discussion on the Anand¬ 
pur Sahib Resolution, lei alone treat 
it as Ihe basis of any dialogue be¬ 
tween the centre and the agitating 
Akatis. Describing the resolution as 
secessionist and separaiist in nature. 
Rajiv Gandhi has. however, aaid that 
the Akalis were free (o place it 
before ihe Sarkaria Commission 
already apTHiinted to examine cen¬ 
tre si ate relations, Thi.s offer on the 
other hand has not found favour with 
the Akalis and other Fanrh leaders 
who in face of extremist pressures 
Hre finding n difficult to climb down 
from iheir stand. 

The attack on Jjthedar Kirpal 
Singh bus made thing* still mwe 
difficiili for the Ptmth k*a<lerchip. 

Ihev are aware that if they climb 


lh« n«« hr«d of Ihv Nkal lakM: IrrrarraN targds 


Ma SA«WM. Chwidigarfi 
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one official with the rank of secret* 
ary to the girvemmem. H.Y. Sharda 
Prasail, with the designation of '*jn* 
formation adviser." looks after in* 
formation and puliUcity and is the 
official spokesman. Dr Arjun Sen* 
ftupta, who was prom<ited tn special 
stvrvtary last vear and was responsi* 
hie for economic affaii«, will soon be 
lnd«a\ director on the IMF board in 
Washington DC. His replacement is 
Moriiek Singh Ahhiwalia. a Rhodes 
scholar, who has been given i hi* rank 
of addiiienal secretary. C R N. 
Ohaickhan, a career ilipU mat» is 
responsible for foreign affairs and is 
Ki tting increasingly tied up with 
foii igti trade 

V.S Tripathi. drsignated us 'udvis 
er" «ind who resigned from the IAS 
last vear. now looks after lehabiliiii 
tion. home and the implementuihm 
of the 20 ixiinr programme hiuI in* 
formation and hin ikasting. The 
creation of the posts for three par 
liameniarv .secretaries has resulted 
in Tnpaihi ceasing in liaise wiili 
ixilitical administrators. His de^ignu* 
non IS now personal adviser to the 
Prime Minister. Tripathi had pre* 
viously handled the home ministry, 
mnnitored mieUigence and worked 
on the apixiintmcnis commutee 
Ai vin<f Vaiide, an lAS sifficer from 
the Mndhvu Pradesh cadre, a Cam 
bridge graduate in economics who 
worked in the World Bank in 
Washingioih looks afivr science and 
tvchonlugy, wild life, eiivironmertt 
and IS also involved with ecurtomu 
affairs as jotiii secretary 


BUREAUCRACY 


The Old Order Changes 


Netvv (fice.s in the Prime Mini.^htrso/ficn 


private secretary, and was succeeded 
by A V Pji TriInk Bingh. Nehru > 
first privaii* secreiary held on lo this 
{Misi fur only a few Jays. 

A Jct'isioi) rnuy sihia be uken ro 
replace (he principal secretary by 
the parliameniary secretary, a posi 
lesurrrcvetl after about 18 yea is. 
Lulit Sell who was Lai Bahadur Shas* 
in's par I lament ary secretary was the 
lust iiHuitilirui to this joh. While 
most of the iKihiical work provinusly 
dune by Hr Alesandoi anJ R K 
Oh a wan is now lieing hroked after by 
AruM Kingh, (lopal Krishna Arorn. 
one of the three addiliunal were car 
les in the PM's nffice has emerged as 
»i key man in administrative matters 
and IS at pi esent handling some of Dr 
Alexander's duties. Mr Arura. who 
wds once special assistant to D.P. 
Dhar. is handling the portfolios ol 
defence, home administration, in* 
eluding (he s racial appuintmenis 
commi((ee and some ecuiHimic mat 
fers. 

The new Piimr Minister who wu> 
occupied with ihc Lnk Sab ha eles 
lions until now has goi down (o 
Teurgaiiisiog his office and perhaps, 
redcliniug (he ruk’S of some of his 
secreiariex At present there is only 


W illi the sudden depariuie of the 
prime Minister's pnncipal 
Wifiary, Dr I’. C Alexander in (he 
aftermath of the spy wrandal. Arun 
Singh, pjrliameuuiry sc'cretary (u 
I he PM has clearly b(*come the most 
impoitunt figure in (he Prime Minis* 
Ter’s office. sc*eonJ only to (he PM. 
Arun Singh is .1 shief of suff of sorts. 
Toduv (hr PM's idfui* IS in o r.ither 
nmol pilous siuu* iMih iho turn lions 
of ihe varnois offai.ils ovot hipping 
each oihei. The advenr ol the three 
new pai linmeiitoi v svi 1 oiai ivs 
lOsLiU l einandes. and Ahmed Paid 
mr really there 10 assist Arun Siiight 
has k*d r*i ihe depaituie <d the ever 
pivsciit •ivcja) assistant lo the PM, 
K K Diiawiin and (hvinuisformatinn 
of rh.ii posi 10 a iKoi poliiical one. 
Sigoiftcani changes are shorilv ex 
IHTieii in this ufficc BY Venkai* 
i.on. it loini secieiarv has replaced 
K K Dhiiw.oi and his job is ,* rnm* 
pk'iolv politisal one. 

These chonges have involved the 
ivstrtKtui ing of (he I'M's office, the 
n.ost importuni one being the aholi 
rion of the post of principal sewret* 
.<rv Ihuulit Nehiu's piivau* s^*cretar 
'es held Ihe r.mk of jroni secretary; 
j|\,J<. I venue I was Nehru’s second 


Vrtiti Singh. Osiar IttnitiKlv' anA Ahmed Petel Mng sworn ta hy Rajts tinidh* m Piwhmwmary iwcrriaHrs 





c»K.r 
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Brought to you by 


Holidays at handpicked Macau and mainland CUiu 
places, blended with the wtUi Bangkok. Panaya 

flaTOur of unforgettable 

experience!^ • I h fix Kt Jirs a maxnifK'rni ^ 

island It Kited in ii ine Maiai i 


n ftewM if i o pe Utocao Id > 
lld«y 

Goverlfkg l^tutVAy 

Hoag Koof. Mftc»u ftDd 

labial q|ia%m 


A ^ m-wfiKh Rs a onkiiic hleod nf '•*{* 

ih<« liSili :tfKJ 20 ih cwirunes Kt^wN haAi^>j 

%i>isfxn> in iis n jhWetJ streeis. ^ 

iTii mWMix u ms ar>d <lecp«nft •.•hHithes. ^ 

itfifi tilling I Ih' fiimaniK tKraa^i flat tHirdays 

iifabswmfeni Hit tmorlhe* stin ^ _ . . 

^ le* AfM flUinv cnofc 

stn\ Maciii rrarxslirms fi!4clf ^tvo ^ _ __ ^ 

h*. jTj., Wac-Mck ^ 

mdihrtra;^ l'afKs.sh.«^-anc..rf ^ .Hiwafcb 

aniiLsemont and gJiiicr 

Capstan c iffcrs >i ki thi* unli egiflaWc 

fla'tKif«»fthiMelenial kalodnHtipc Capstan Fw^Xir. 
wii h I he xtded attratiH m i if a Nothing 

trip to mainland China. 

OipMfi brlnga yoo thia 

unrivBlM exp^nce of T<Kirs siibteci ui RBI apprwd 


nxiTHif to ibe CapMMi world. 

Capstan has searched ihe wnrtd and 
handpkkcd experiences to fi\vc you 
a truly memcirable hoikisy. Nim 
there are n< > mher hoi Iclays Just i 
Aas'ourdays ^ . 


Nothing Less. 
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Cktode^CcAGr^AadeBAto l iitoBa cu fyowl^siRAM. 
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The PM's office has three direc* 
tors: Wajahat KabibiHUh (son of the 
former major genera) E. KabibuUab^ 
of (he Janunu and Kashmir cadre, 
who is involved with (he implemenra* 
tion of the 2(^point programme and 
prefMres messages for the Prime 
Minister to sign. He assists both 
Sharda Prasad and Tnpathi. Rajesh 
wari Tandon, from the Indian Tour* 
ism Development Corporation is the 
new socja) secretary. Her predeces* 
sor Ms Ushe Bhagat. who used to 
tearh Rajiv and Sanjay Gandhi many 
years a^. resigned from (he PM's 
office shortly after Indira Gandhi's 
deatlt. 

The director who has. perhaps had 
the longest irtnings tn the PM's office 
is N.S. Sriram who assists C.K. Arora 
on home affairs and defence matters. 


He was personal assistant during 
Paodit Nehru’s* time and has been in 
the PM's office since (hen. The PM*s 
office has since 1970 been a pivota) 
centre, with a smaller, parallel cen 
tre of power at 1. Safdarjang Road. 
In Rajiv Caodhi's regime. 1 Safdar 
jang Road has ceased to be a mini- 
White House. Powvr is. today concen 
(rated m the firsi floor of South 
Block. Says one of rhe officials in the 
PM’s office “Nobody is a^ed to 
come to (he PM's house any mure 
Now the PM IS here and he calls 
people to the office." 

Moreover, Rajiv Gandhi has re* 
duced the daily morning darshan to 
thrice a week and that ic»o from 6.00 
am to 9.10 am There has been a 
<|uickening of the tempo in (he PM's 
office us well The ?M. characterised 


by bureaucrats <<» "a man in a hurry.'' 
wants “everything done y#sterddy^ 
Hi« car rcavlies &uuth Block at 10.00 
am sharp, not 10.01 or 10.02 am.” 
And “he is here until late in the 
evening often after ten.” Rajiv Gan* 
dhi. incidentally keeps his Sundays 
free, spending time with his family. 

There are other signs to show how 
(he office is gradually changing to 
the image of its new master. The 
department of elenions is in the 
process of installing a new computer, 
near Dr Alexander's former office. It 
is e change with continuity as the 
men in his office say. The most 
obvious change, other than the black* 
outfitted but polite commandos, ii 
rhe palpable Tension in the air after 
the spy Kcandai. 

Madh0 ms Mew PeM 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


Congress(l) in Confusion 

TeJugu Desam con/idenl of victon* in the Assembly eioctions 


A fter its crushing defeat in the 
Lok Sabha elections m the state, 
(be Cungressfl) remains unable to 
make any headway. There is also no 
evidence of any moves (o revitalise it 
in order to face the Assembly elec¬ 
tions, with any confidence. Such is 
the level of despair into vvhich the 
Andhra Pradesh Coni^essd) lead¬ 
ership has fallen after its debacle in 
the Pariiamenta.y elections, that (he 
party made practicully no effort to 
win the rwo byelertcons to the tok 
Sabha and the results were almost a 
foregone conclusion with the Telugu 
Desam Party raising its tally in the 
Lok Sabha to 30 seats by winning the 
byelections in Srikakulam and Ra* 
jampet. By elections were held on 2B 
January in these constituencies be¬ 
cause the elections were counter* 
manded due to the death of indepen¬ 
dent candi^tes. As the Telugu De¬ 
sam Party chief Mr N.T. Rama Rao 
had confidently predicted both Telu¬ 
gu Desam candidates scored coarinc* 
ing victories winning by over one 
lakh votes. 

However, oone of the Congres$(f)'s 
senior leaders in the state cain- 
paigned seriously for the parry candi¬ 
dates, most of them saving their 
ener^s for the forthcoming Assem¬ 
bly elections. At Rajampet. the party 
bad fielded a "fresh candidate” but 
at Srikakulam it was Mr B. Rajagopa- 
la Rao, one of (he ienior>most mem* 
bars of Parliament who lest to Mr H. 
Ayyappa Dora of the Telugu Desam. 
Mr Rajagopala Rad has rapresented 



VciNtil R»> _ 

Srikakulam since 19S2 except for a 
single term in \9b4 when he lost by 
less than 10,000 votes. Hiis time. Mr 
Rajagopala Rao could get only 
labour minister Mr T. Anjaiah to 
speak to his coastal Andhra electo¬ 
rate At Rajampet, Mr S. Palakondar- 
ayudu of the Telugu Desam defeated 
Mr A. Sai Pratap of the Congtessfl). 

’The Congressf I / h igh command has 
decided not to change the present 
APCC(l) set-up till the Assembly 
elections are over despite the fact 
chat both Mr Vengal Rao and Mr K. 

Brahiruiiujida Reddy aic* waiting io 
take over the leadership of the party 
in the state. Neither of them wanted 
Tu be assoriated vrith tbe candidates 
in the by elections and the youthful 
leadenhip of the APGCfll president 
Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy made no 
impact in the election campaign. On 
the other hand, the points that be 
suggested Mr Rajiv Gandhi raise in 


his electinn meetings in Andhra 
Pradesh—including a reference to 
Mr N.T. Reme Rao not being able to 
continue for a full term Tike the 
Janata government at the centre, 
only reminded the public of the Con* 
gressf D's help to Mr N. Bhaskar Rao. 

For both former chief ministers Mr 
Vengal Rao and Mr Brahmanande 
Reddy, the Lok Sabha elections have 
not been easy affairs. Mr Brahma- 
nanda Reddy, who headed the State 
Coordination Committee was defe* 
ated in his home constituency of 
Narsaraopet. Though Mr Vengal Rao 
was elected from Khammam. it wah 
(he one constituency in the state 
where (he Telugu Desam sponsored 
seat adjustment broke down. Both 
(he Communist parties, the CPI and 
tbe CPfiM) fielded their candidates 
at Khammam and the combined 
voces of the CPI and the CPKM) 
candidates were more than the total 
votes polled by Mr Vengal Rao. Both 
the leaders face string uppositiun 
within the party ana they have lew 
supporters since they have not been 
actively involved in the stale politics 
for some time. 

None of the other Congress(I) lead¬ 
ers in the state have the stature to 
coupler the Telugu Desam leader Mr 
Ramarao. Nor can they draw large 
crowds. The Congress(2) will have to 
fall back on the Telugu filmstars 
thou^ even the crowds at the tneei* 
ings of popular heroine jamuna and 
hero Krishna who has an organised 
fan club were not very large. With 
(be Assembly elections due on S 
March. Con^essfl) members are 
hopeful of doing well because their 
candidates polled more votes than 
the Opposition candidates in 70 
AssenDly segments in the Lok Sabha 
elecuons though they could win only 
lu seats. 
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A lter the recenf djwovery of the 
sp> ring in the capital, a number 
of counrer inteliigence agents have 
begun operations m the border stale 
of Rajasthan. The government has 
lightened security measures alter 
the recent disappearance of some 
important documents and is trying to 
check the large*scaie smuggling and 
gun running operations across the 
Indo Pfik border. Right after Opera* 
tion Bluesiar. the central govern* 
menr had cJaimed that a large num* 
ber of arms found in the Golden 
Temple were smuggled intu India 
acrnst^ the [ndo*Pak border through 
Rajasthan which has a lung border 
with Pakistan, stretching from Gan* 
ganugar to Banner. Rajasthan chief 


week of January I9B4. the director 
genera] of police said that goods 
worth over Rs. one crore had been 
seised by the police in a special 
anti smuggling drive in two dtsihcta 
uf Barmer and Jaiaalmer alone in 
19S4. The figure does not take into 
account the district of Ganganagar 
from where most of the smu^mg of 


Will the French Arms Deal Fall Through? 


S UNDAY leama that urUess the 
French government comes out 
u soon as possible to eirpUin who 
exactly is Lieutenant colonel Alain 
RoUey, France's chances of getting 
the contract for a very Urge 
weapons deal will fall through. It is 
understood that the government of 
India was on the threshold of decid* 
ing on **the source of supply" of 
defence equipment that involves 
anti*aircraft and antitank rockets 
among other thiw. This deal is 
said to be even Digger than the 
original Jaguar deal. 

Others in the running for this 
anti aircraft and anti*aak rockets 
supply contract were the British. 
Germans and Italians as one group 
and individually the French, the 
Swedes and tiM Austrians. The 
French seemed the most likely to 
clinch the deal due to India's 
friendship with France as well as 
the Increasing arms purchases from 
^France. Last year, France signed a 
S10>BulUort dollar deal with India 
* involving the purchase of 40 multir* 


ole Mirage-2000 combat planea. Is* 
dla has been moving away to other 
shopping centres when shopping 
for arms, in order to decrease her 
dependmee OD the Soviet UniM. 
Hitherto, the bulk of the weaponry 
came frw the Soviet UnimL In 
recent yaers, Britain, Sweden, 
France and Germany have been 
approached and given lucrative 
contracts. 

As France coaies closer to India, 
the British, the Germans or dm 
Swedes do not seem to be happy 
from the coamercial angle. It is 
.generetly acemted that French 
tedusoiegy in M waapora systaBa 
is the beet in the world. The French 
naturally would ^ve wnapm only 
to those ctnmtriee widi wnidi they 
are politically <*1ft**. This political 
closeness had been deltcamly mv- 
nired in recant years by the 
Prime Ministw Indire Cendiri 

With the emewe of the French 
diplomat and twe ether French 
buainestmea« the wheto eginde 
bas become an caberrMeew CO 


the French government. If it is 
p r o ved that the French government 
i% hvhilul Alain Bolley's activities, 
it could erabarrasi the French gov* 
emment no end. particularly since 
it has been clauning friendship 
with India. 

The spy drama that, is currently 
unfolding is two'prooged. On one 
level is the salt of information to 
benefit e cooioiMcial deal running 
into ecorea of mpees. The other i 
political espionage relating to Che 
connt^s dmence preparedness in 
case OT an accede from neighbour 
ing countries. One does not know at 
this icage whether the two ate in* 
cer-eelaivd. But what is iRterestiag 
to knew M this momoAl is arhethdr 
the spy drama was unearthed foP 
lowiflg the tipsy utcarance of an * 

aMtfCant of Coomar Naraln, the< 
IhniOBjnan of a BomlMF*h»ed 
maantfactorini group. Or, wna 
dattaratg kik ^by a;^ulMrpo«v/' 


RAJASTHAN 


Catching Smugglers and Spies 

Neiv measures to tighten security netivori: 


minister r>niv cnarun Mstnur quickly 
denied thu centra] government’s ver* 
Sion, claiming that smuggling of 
Pakisuni arms into Rajasthan was 
unlikely because (he uate govern* 
menc had been keeping a strict vigil. 
The denial, however was as Mrfunc* 
tory as it was quick, as omcial fi> 
gures show that large-scale smug* 
glinR is still continuing. 

At a press conference in the third 


arms aod ammunition into Punjab 
took place. 

Unfortunately, there is hardly any 
rapport between the Border Security 
Force (BSP), the ocher central agen¬ 
cies and the state police According 
to reports in most cases, no action is 
taken against the smugglers by the 
police. In fact, the leader of the 
opposition of the Rajasthan Led^la* 
tive Assembly Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat, openly alleged in April 
last year, that sophisticated urms 
being used by the terrorists in Pun¬ 
jab were smuggled into the country 
from Pakistan through the Jaisalroer 
region. His allegation chat the activi¬ 
ties of Pakistani spies were increas¬ 
ing every day was dismissed by the 
gnvernineni as a political stunt. But 
he was proved correct when four 
important top secret maps dis¬ 
appeared from the rehsil headquar* 
ters at Nachna in Jalsalmer in Au¬ 
gust 1964. The mapv contained de¬ 
tails of the Rajasthan Canal com* 
mand area and the strategic bridges 
and roads in the area. 

Jusi over a year ago, two Pakistani 
spies were erresied in ihe Rajasthan 
Canal area and important documents 
seised from them. More recently, two 
officers and a driver of the Central 
Bureau of Intelligence were caught 
smuggling a large number of tape 
recorders and calculators from Pekis* 
tan in their official jeep. 

Mlip Cbeng danoa. Jetper 
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if itr (bv MciM of iW 

_CTii wtefi bi- 

M 1$ BOoibi ••». dMy riCilvid 
ImMb iob wtA thi Mvt oi tba 
wi3iimmx of tfClciilf Iraa 
Pr«MMa cad tfai Mm 
< < CT iC»rtit In MMter m cm. 

Ibi ipy tinf wUdi «M mMd is 
Wuiiuibw ids i)Un*Uy ioi^vid 
blrii foTBir MBior *nny/tad air* 
lira <rfrtcM '> lad «b rai imkr 
ynbfaif iliijedtyfof tifAMfkmn 
ImIHjwWi AfMcy (QA). 


olte 


Tbi moMr i^iopifi wip% ti 
cb« Delhi Mk# leek che ceB 
«ritb the help ef the 
Bureau »bea JeM flogh tafonead 
the mmtii offMetitlMf the a cn i eed 
bed aapreerhed him lor ceneie 
ctoMified doQMMMe i» April 1M3. 
The police dafpe theeied the ec* 
cueeo wirhifl 90 «i^ of their WTF^t. 
In b e twMi , Ur GOi vie grented 
M by the fiewlBei Ceeit. Hit 
beil vrea heeerer* lenr caeceltod 



end iBferiep with ttieient efli 
deU, fweifnefa ead the eeun kt' 
mcrwt docuBeett they bed peeled 
ee to fbeu* coocectt. . 

Ad in the preMW eeee, the 
kiM brothers were in touch wlA e 
fnrejM diplomet. In fecUtmy 1^ 
Wceltherbee, as Americaai wft' 
esked to leave the coubo^' Ip; 
Noveaber*l3 ther the oMeetBefb 
lifht. Of the 60 pr ee ec u t io a wft^< 
eei ifichidiof BBior officenoC Ai 
BBy end air farce 1^6 Ai' 
poli^ 26 have been queimMlw' 
far. They faadude U faMra' * * 
PaneaieU (Retd.). weeB 
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GUJARAT 

Searching for a Strategy 

The opposition stands disunited be/ore the Assembly polls 

A fter the failure of the electoral ment with the SJP and would want 
adjuitmcnt of the opposition additional saiegxurda if the Jtttaca 
parties in Gujarat in (he Lok Sabha Party seeks another adjunakent with 
polls, (he partiee are frantically look- the BjP for the Assembly What 
ing for a more viable strategy to fight has upset the Janata Pany leaden 
the coming state Assembly elections, more was the claim by the BJ? that 
Not only do they have an uphill task, it had polled more votes than the 
but if the Lok Sabha poll perform- Janata Party, although both bagged 
ance Is any indication, their chances one seat ea^ only in the Lok Sabha 
of dislodging the Congres$<I) from from Gujarat. Hus was despite the 
power are clearly remote. The electoral accord which specifically 
opposition won only two of the 26 said that no one party w^d cUin 
seats in the lok Subha elections, and the votes as iu own b^uae it was a 
finished ahead of the Congress^) (outi effort of the Janata Party, the 
only In 43 of the 182 Assembly seg- BJP and the DUXP. 
ments. The Congress(I) won S3.24 While the Jenaia Parry leaders 
per cant of. (he total votes cast, were groping lor a viable arrategy, 
marginally lower than in 1980. The former chief minister and president 
Janata Party which contasted 12 of the Lok Swaraj Manch, Mr 
seats, got only 16.S9 per cent of the Babubhai Patel, who had formulated 
votes cast whila (he BJP (Bharatiya the Lok Sabha electoral accord, was 
Janata Party) polled 18.64 per cent, once more trying for another adjust- 
The DMKP (Dalit Mazdoor Kisan ment. He sent a letter in the fint 
Party), the third partner in the alec week of January to the three opposi- 
toral adjuitmeni o# the opposition tton parties proposing that they form 
parties fought only two seats and got a united front to provide a more 
2.31 per cent of the votes. formidable challenge to the Congres- 

It was a difficult task to work out 8(ll in the Assembly elections. He 
the eleciorel adjustment in the Ixik recalled that in 1975, parties in the 
Sabha seats and at (he moment it ; state had come together to fonn a 
would be more so because of the loose Janata Front, a forerunner of 
deep distrust between the Janata the national Janata Party. Mr 
Party and the BJP now. The Janata Babubhat Patel had become the chief 
Party workers are seething with in- ' minister of the Janata Front govem- 
dignation over what former Prime ment formed after the 1975 elections 
Minister Morarji Desai himself de- and was in power up to 1960, barring 
Kribed as a ''betrayal by the BJ?** a brief period when it was toppled by 
during the Lok Sabha polls. The BJP the Congressd). 
had broken the seal adjustment However, Mr Babubhai PatePs 
accord in Baroda by nominating a proposal did not evoke any immedi- 
former police commissioner, Jaspal ate response, apart from the DMKP, 
Singh, a.s a candidate although (he which was enthusiastic. The Janata 
seal was allocated for Manubhat Party, while talking of the need to 
Patel of the Janata Party. In the end. provi^ a united ch^ei^ge, could oot 
both Mr Sin^ and Mr Patel lost. The 
Janata Party men in Surat grow 
dispirited because of the failure in 
oppositian unity in Baroda and the 
dampening of enthusiasm was notice¬ 
able in almost all constituencies 
The traumatic experience has led 
many Janata Party workers to worry 
about their party's political ^lure in 
the state. They pointed out that 
although the Janata Party fought IZ 
seats, as against 11 by (he BJP. it got 
fewer voces than the BJP because of 
BJP*s electoral adjustments with 
communal elements. The Janata Par¬ 
ry, they allege, was forced into an 
aidiustment by the Patel lobby which 
nJet the toast in the Gujarat Janata 
Party. Many party workets were un- 
happy about the electoral adjust- 



make up its Blind tUl the third week 
of January. It got conflicting advice 
from its top leaders. Mr Morarji 
X>esai was oot ia favour ol looee 
adjustmeots, if there was no unity of 
hearts. Mr Ramakrishna Regde, 
chief minister of Karnataka, who 
cazne to Ahmedebad to address a 
janaia Parry convention, however, 
favoured el^oral adjustments for 
the Assembly polls, but described 
unity efforts as a futile exerciee. 

Political observers have noted that 
while Mr Babubhai Patel was dream¬ 
ing of a resurrecrioD of the 197S-type 
Janaia Front, he tended to overlook 
that the opposition parties had the 
iallout benefit' of the 1974 Nav 
Nirmao agitation which had made 
the Congress gDvemment very un¬ 
popular. Stilli the Coagresiligoi as 
many as 75 seats, only mar^nally 
leii than the Janata Front which 
could come to power only with the 
support of some independents. 

No such fallout in the coming 
Assembly polls is likely. Again, Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel, the chief minister 
who was toppled by the Nav Nirman 
Movement is now in the Jioaia Par¬ 
ty. On the other hand, the Congres- 
e(I) U very confideni of driving home 
the advantage of the massive victory 
ifl the Lok Sabha polls in the Assem¬ 
bly election too. In 1960, the Con- 
gress(l) had won 25. of (he 26 Lok 
Sabha seats. Later that year, it bag¬ 
ged 140 out of the 182 state Assembly 
seats. 

With the state Assembly elections 
in March, the demoralised opposition 
has to come up quickly with a 
cohesive strategy for the Assembly 
polls. Even for the adjustment of the 
26 l^k Srbha seats, the opposition 
leaders faced problems and for the 
162 seats for the Assembly poUs.it 
would be even more difficult to reach 
an understanding. Having learnt a 
bitter lesson from the BJP’s breach 
of accord in the Lok Sabha poll, the 
Janeta Party would be taking a 
tougher stand. Then, as the Lok 
Sabha experience showed, mere elec- 
tcwal adjustment is oot enough and 
(he opposition woold have to come 
up with a more convincing and 
l^ad-based programme than a one- 
point strategy of uprooting the Con¬ 
gressd). 

exposition leaders are drawing 
comfort fmm the fact that the Con- 
gress(I) is not united either. They 
hope to draw advantage from the 
division among the Congressd) men 
because while in the Lok Sabhe poll, 
these differences did not matter, in 
the tDore localised Assembly elec¬ 
tion, they would make e very big 
difference. 





ORISSA 


Janaci Party leaving by (he wayaide 
all ocher paniea except the Janata 
Party*! two Communist allies. While 
all the defeated candidates belong* 
ir^ (o (he Jinati'CPI—CPI(M) con* 
bine retained their deposits, all the 
candidates of ail other opposition 
parties lost iheir deposits. 

For Biju Patnaik, this will, 
perhaps, be the last electoral battle 
of his life The ZO year-old stalwart, 
who had an open heart surgery in the 
USA in I9S2 has announced his in* 
tention of remaining in state politics 
and will naturally be the CM if his 
parry is voted to power. His appeal to 
the people at a recent public meeting 
had a touch of emotion as he re* 
minded them of Kjs remarkable ser* 
vices to the state during his brief 
tenure as chief minister in the early 
Sixties. He called the electorate to 
give him bis "life’s last chance to 


Biju Patnaik’s 


But the Congressfl) holds the upper hand 


B esides the chief minister j. B. 

Patnaik, the two other leaders 
who are hoping to return to power m 
Orissa after the Assembly clectcons 
on S March are the former chief 
ministers Biju Patnaik and Nandinj 
Satpatby, although the ruling Con* 
greis(l) looks all sec to win the polls 
with a comfortable majarity. The Lok 
Sabha polls have, however, proved 
that the Janata Pany under Biju 
Patnaik*! leadership is a viable 
alternative to the Congress(l) de* 
spite the fact that the Congreisfl) 
repeated its 1950 performance of 


by the Janata Patty came in Jagats* 
inghpur where Rabi Ray was con* 
rroversially defeated by a margin of 
1.057 votes while his margin of de* 
feat in 1950 was over GO.OOO votes. 
The losing margins of Janata Pany 
candidates in the two western Orissa 
constituencies of Kalahandi and 
Bolai^ir were substantially lower 
than in 1980. The ConvessdVs share 
S7.46 per cent oi the votes vras a 
marginal increase of 1.7 per cent 
over its 1950 figure against the Jana* 
ta Party’s increase of 15 per cent. 

Mrs Satpaehy's state-based party. 


Hm&mi Setpathy _ 

Biju Patnaik hopes that local 
issues such as corruption, nepotism, 
irregularities and (he deteriorating 
law and order situation during the 
four-and a half year-old Congress(I) 
rule which was not a major issue 
before the electorate in the Par* 
hamentary polls because of national 
considerations of unity and integrity 
will greatly influence the voters dur* 
ing the Assembly elections. With 
fewer resources at his command, Biju 
Patnaik*s hopes of achieving m miijor. 

iry in the 147'Sea; state legislature 
w^ be shattered if the local issues 
which would go against the ruling 
party, do not sway the electorate. It 
would enable the Congress(i) to 
achieve a repeat of its performance 
of 1950 when it won 117 seats. 


Jagrat Orissa, which fielded only 
three can^dates, polled less than 
one per cent of (he votes in the Lok 
Sabha polls. This performance, 
however, is no reflection of Mrs Sat* 
pachy’S actual political strength in 
the state. While neither she nor any 
of her party's leading figures con 
tested the Lok SaWia polls. Mrs. 
Satpatby and nvo Jagrat Orissa legis* 
lators. Balgopal Mishra and 
Kaladhar Mis^ will seek election. 
The party is likely to contasi around 

90 seats and wiU go it alone. There is 
no possibility of an alliance between 
Biju Patnaik and Mrs Satpatby. 

Mrs Satpatby has the least chance 
among the three contenders of be* 
coming chief minister. The Lok 
Sebhe elections showed e oolahsa* 
cion of political forces in iW state 
berween the Coagressfl) and the 


bagging 20 out of the 21 Lok Sabha 
seats. That the Janata Party has 
emerged as the only strong statewide 
opposition political force was demon* 
streted from its share of 32 per cent 
of the popular voces in the 1954 polls 
against 14 percent in 1950. While the 
Janata Party had fielded candidates 
in all The 21 constituencies in 1950, in 
1984 the Party left tvro seats to its 
allies: the CPI and the CPKM). The 
TWO Communist parties together had 
got another 3,5 per cent of the votes 
which gave the three* party alliance 
over 35 per cent of the votes. 

The improved peiformance of the 
Janata Party was evident from the 
reduction in its margins of defeat in 
as many as ten Lok Sabha seats, 
basidaa a thret'fold increase in Biju 
Patnaik*! victory margin in Kendra* 
para. Tlie second best performance 
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NEW DELHI 


A House for Rajiv Ga ndhi 

1, Safdarjanfi Road to be a memorial for Indira Gandhi 


P hrti« Minister Rajiv Gandhi is 
moving into a new house, leaving 
1. Saidarjang Road, which has been 
Ihe PM's house for 17 years. Reno¬ 
vated at a cost of Rs IS lakhs, iwo 
bungalows, numbers $ end 7 Race 
^urse Road were selected fur the 
Prime Minister after weeks of scrv* 
liny. Number 3. Safdarjang Road will 
be converted into a memorial for Mn 
Gandhi. The Prime Minister and his 
family wanted a new house, follow 
ing the traumatic events of 31 Octo* 
her 1984, when Mrs Gandhi was 

S unned down on the lawns of 1, 
afdarjang Road. After the assas* 
lination, top intelligence personnel 
advised Mr Rajiv Gandhi to shift to a 
new house. It was decided that a 
permanent residence for the Prime 
Minister would be constructed and 
till it was complete, he would be 
provided with a temporary accom* 
modation. Before the bungalows on 
Race Course Road were selected by 
special teams of the works and hous* 
ing ministry and the intelligence 
bureau (IBl. houses at Rsjendra Pra* 
sad Road. Akbar Road and even 
Teen Murti House which now is a 
museum, were inspected. 

The bungalows renovated by the 
Centra] Public Works Department 
(CPWD) have been the official resi 
(fences for many prominent persons. 
The house at 5 Race Course Road, 
which will be (he residential wing of 
the Prime Minister's house was till 
recently uccupied by Dalbir Smgh, 
the former minister of state for ener¬ 
gy. Both Charan Singh and later 
Giani Zail Singh stayed there when 
they were home ministers. The house 
had also been allotted to P.V. Nara* 
simha Rao when he took over the 
home portfolio. The second bunga* 
low which will be (he office wing, was 
last occupied by Shiv Shankar, for* 
mer energy minister. Its former occu¬ 
pants include Raj Narain and Vidya 
Charan Shukla. 

The bungalow to the right of the 
Prime Minister's new house is pre* 
sently occupied by V.N. Cadgil. The 
bungalow to the left is to be allotted 
to Arun Sin^. The twin bungabws 
have been connected by a passage 
from within the house. The office will 
be used by the Prime Minister to 
hold cabinet meetings and host offi- 
ciaJ functioBS. The office wing will 
have a conference room, board room 
and a study for the Prime Minister, 
On instructions from the Prime 


Minister himself, the special task 
force of the CPWD ibac took charge 
uf (he premises in the first week of 
January decided that no fresh con¬ 
struction would be undertaken. The 
Prime Minister wanted the cost to be 
kept to a minimuin. since he would 
be staying in the house only for a 
short period. The only new structure 
lieing pul up is a reception centre 
outside the office wing and the ori* 
ginat design of the bungalows, built 
in the Thirties, has b^n retained. 
The impressive reception centre 
erected at a cost of Rs 4.5 lakhs is 
made uf prefabrkaied material. A 
module of high-densiiy opaRue fib* 
reglass with a golden corrugated 
sheet on the roof has been used. The 
roof rests upon galvanised structures 
with insulated glass panels. The en¬ 
tire reception area will be fire- 
resistant. sound-proof and weather¬ 
proof. 

Vinod Jha. chief executive of 
Zenith Systems Building, the com¬ 
pany constructing the reception^aid 
that the entire tn^ule was erected in 
a record time of two weeks end will 
take the same time to dismantle and 
erect it at the PM's new residence. 
'"The reception will be the first of its 
kind in the country and will meet all 
the security specificatiems given to 
us.” he told SuHDAV. He added that 
the reception will have a large room 
for security personnel, bead^ by an 
assistant commissioner of police and 
senior members of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's security staff. There will be a 
communication wing, equipped with 
telephones, hotline conneccions. 
telex end teleprinter meebines. 

In the large, well-furnished recep 
don. the PM's staff will screen all 
visitors and guide them to the wail¬ 
ing room. Visitors to the house and 
office will have to ali^t from their 
vehicles, pass the recepdon and if 
cleared by security, walk through a 
metal detector to 1^ office. Even the 
Prime Minister’s close friends and 
cabinet niiiiisiers will not be perwi- 
ted to drive their vehicles inside. 
Rcguler traffic at the race course will 
be prohibited and die Gymkhana 
Club (which faces the PM’s house) 
and the residence of V.N. GadgU 
have been provided with ahemate 
entrancei and surrounded by barbed 
wire fencing. 

The latest techaoloty will be used 
for the PM’s tecunty, deteils of 
which are being kept secret For both 


the bungalow entrances, hydraulic 
gates made in Pune have been instal¬ 
led. They open and close electroni¬ 
cally. A boundary wall topped with 
wire fencing has also been erected 
and after a three-foot gap there are 
impregnable earthen embankments 
across the front and back of the 
bungalows. In between, commandos 
armed with sten-guns and carrying 
portable wireless sets slung to their 
belts, will maintain vigil. Though it 
has not been disclosed, it is under¬ 
stood that commandos of either the 
Indo-TibeBn Border Police (ITBP) 
who were in charge of security it 1, 
Safdarjang Road after Mrs Gandhi’s 
assassination, or members of the 
creek force of the Central Reserve 
Police Force iCRPP) will be on duty. 

However, ihe PM has requested 
Ihe inielligence agencies to keep 
security inside the house down to a 
minimum. Ha has even expressed a 
desire to reduce the number of 
domestic staff. The house itself has a 
buih up area of around 3.000 sq. ft. 
and will have a large pillared porch 
in front, a drawing room with a 
buili-in fireplace, a dining room, a 
bedroom for the Prime Minister and 
his wife and one room each for the 
Prime Minister's children. Priyanka 
and Rahul. 

Senior CPWD officials working at 
the site, described the house as 
“modest by any standards.*' They 
also pointed out that because of its 
old architecture, there were some 
inbuilt disadvantages. For one, the 
house has as many as ten entrances 
which will be a security hasard. 
When this correspondent visited the 
house and went around the rooms, 
masons, carpenters and plumbers 
were working 20 hours a day in an 
effort to finish the job. Said Ram- 
chandran, a mason who had previous¬ 
ly helped in the reoovation of 1, 
^darjang Roadr “The nructure of 
the house is very old. But since we 
have been told not to change even 
the paint on the windows, we are 
leaving It as it is-** 

The renovation has been handled 
by CPWD workers, electricians, and 
20 CPWD e^ineers. Heading the 
team is Harish Chandra, chief en- 
gueer. New Delhi sooe who did sot 
want to diacloae the nature od hia 
assignment becauat *it wu a aenai- 
tive mbjaa.” He, however, said that 
the renovation hiu been mo ni tore d 
and luperviaad by the inieUUgaoca 
men. Ocher workm «ld that com- 
mandoa of tiw ITIP wara alwiyi 
present at tita. aemetlaaa dree 
sad as werkara. Sow profeaaionali, 
includiog Bharat Daa, the chief 
arefaitea of the Indrapraatfaa Sta¬ 
dium were asked to visit the lice and 



ib«ir advice on the progress of 
ihe work. 

Though it is Mrs Sonia Gtndhi who 
ii ‘‘ia cba^e” of the operation, the 
Prime Minister has hiiDself seen 
work in progress on lero occasions. 
On 1 January, he was accompanied 
by AruQ Singh and was taken around 
Che office and house and is said to 
have suggested some minor changes. 
In almost all matters like the colour 
of the walls or the design of furniture 
fw the recaption, the opinion of the 
first lady was soi^ht. The entire 
house will be painted white, the 
favourite colour of the PM. The cou* 
pie have eskad the workers not to fix 
any ceiling li^ts or wall lights, as 
almost the entire house will hejg by 
pedestal lamps as in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's former residence. To economise 
on cost end to retain the old- 
(eshioned iryle, the workers have not 


replaced the SO>yeer>oldPemaii tike 
in the fire piece, the outdated ceiling 
fans or the doOT-handleg of the beuae. 
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Once the family shifts on around 
10 February, the search for e perma¬ 
nent residence for the PM will begin. 
An announcement U iikely to be 
made shortly, inviting architects to 
peiticlpite in a national competition. 
Though the site has not yet been 
decided, a location wtthin the sprawl¬ 
ing Presidential estate is being consi¬ 
dered. The. deadline given oy the 
Prime Minister to complete construc¬ 
tion of his new house is December 
19hS though nccmding to CPWD offi¬ 
cials the house is Ul^Iy to be com¬ 
pleted only in 19gg. Till such time 
the house is built, the Prime Minister 
will live In his temporary well, 
guarded residence, an accommoda¬ 
tion which was described by a lead¬ 
ing architect as ‘‘far from suitable for 
the Prime Minister.” 


ENVIRONMENT 


Under a Canopy of Add 


Unprecedented levels 0/pollution in Bomboy 


T he pMple of Bombay, the com¬ 
mercial capital of India which has 
an industrial belt in Thane-Belapur 
unrivalled by any other industrial 
re^n in the country, have had to 
pey a high price in terms of pollution. 
Wdle environmental science is e 
relatively new concept in India, 
Mahartsbira has been a pioneer 
state in enacting water and air pollu- 
don laws. Last November, it set yet 
another record in this field with the 
amendment to the Motor Vehicles 
Rules to curb automobile pollution. 
“It is estimated that automobiles are 
responsible for about SO per cent of 
the pollution in Bombay,” said Mr C. 
D. Oomachen, chairman of the 
Maharashtra Pollution Control 
Board. In collaboration with the traf¬ 
fic commissioner and transport com- 
missiOMr, over 500 car owners have 
received warnings and have been 
told to send their cars to garages let 
repain as their cars emitted carbon 
monoxide beyond the permitted 
limit. Almost all the cars belonging 
to ministers in the Mantralaya 
were “found guilty" when subjected 

to the test. 

However, despite the plethora of 
laws which cover most of the aspects 
of environmental pollution, Bom¬ 
bay's cithens are iaaeasingly be 
coming victims of pollution. Environ- 
mmralliti believe that the heavy 
mlitiag over Bombay particularly 
dvl^ tbe winter months of 


and February is because of e phoM^ 
chemical smog caused by automobile 
exhausts. Heavy concentrations of 
carbon monoxi^, one of the dead¬ 
liest pollutants from petrol vehicles, 
and smoke from diesel cars and 
trucks causes smog. 

One of the more dangmus effecti 
of automobUe poUutioa in Bombay is 
tbe little knim fact that children 
living in slums on either side of the 
Express Highway develop a low IQ 
because of Uie coastant inhalation of 
lead dust from motor exhausts. It is 
also believed that many criniinals 
escape the clutches of tbe police 
because automobile exhausts make it 
difficult for police to p^ up 
the scent of the culiwits. Despte the 
42nd amendment to the Coimiruhon 
of India which amtag other dungs 
says that the protection of the en¬ 
vironment is tbe duty of every 
citiaen, consoentious cititeas and 
official tike Mr C- D. Oomachen are 
fighting a losing battle against state- 
owned corporations and ft^ign mul¬ 
tinational companies. 

In Chembur. a suburb of Bombay 
and the borne of oil refineries, tbe 
prestigious Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre and a host of fertiliacr and 
chemical factories, as well as film 
Studios, peopla sre literally Uving 
under a camopy of pure ecid. Buman 
beings, as one enviroomestaUst said, 
"are not made of stainlesi steel, to 
one can imagme tbe iacaleulabk 


damage being done to rhe humen 
system.” Chembur has the highest 
rate of lung and respiratory diseases 
and according to another environ¬ 
mentalist, the largest number of mis- 
carriages occur In pregnant women 
living in Chambur. 

li IS ironical that the central gov¬ 
ernment which has a ministry for 
environment and forests Is one of ths 
biggest culprits CirUens and the 
Special Committee on Environmen¬ 
tal Safety are presently fighting a 
losing battle with the giant stale- 
owned Raahtriyi Chemicals and Fer- 
tiliaers (RCF) Ltd., to close down its 
old nitric acid plant. A report follow¬ 
ing the visit of the committee mem- 
bm to the plant in Chembur recom¬ 
mended that "it is not safe to operate 
the old nitric acid plant in its present 
coition." This is one of the ten 
recommenderiont dealing with every 
aspect of this giant plant which is 
re^Rsible for creartng acid rain In 
the area, pvticularly, during the 
monaoon end on days when there is 
heavy dew. The committee found 
that the control panel in the old 
nitric acid plant is faulty, the feed 
flow rate is not indicated at all and 
there are no standby storage tanks 
for metbylamloe and nitric acid. 

The operators of the plant are not 
trained to handle abnormal oper¬ 
ational problems like the rise of 
pressure in the system and are not 
properly conveisant with ufety de¬ 
vices like self-contained breathing 
apparatus. Ihare is no continuous 
monitoring for ammonia and hyd- 
rogan in uie ammonia plant, carbon 
noDoiida in the methanol plant and 
oxidea of nitrogen in the nitric add 
plant. The safery valves and pressure 
indicators in the ammonia, methanol. 
OMClqdainine, sulphuric acid, nitric 
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acid and phosphoric acid tanks are 
either corroded or are not function¬ 
ing properly. The commiiiee found a 
total of 14 major deficiencies in ibe 
plant. 

Early this month, the RCf's Thai 
Vaishet plant was responsible for the 
death of a three*year>old child, 
Dhore V. 8waray» son of one of the 
KamathI workers. White there was a 
controversy as to whether the child 
died of ammonia poisoning or 
pneumonia, the fact even according 
to the police is that the child died of 
ammonia poisoning. During the trial 
run of the plant from November 
1984, the waste stored m a one 
lekh'Cubic metre open storage tank 
was left untreated as the equipment 
for the treatment plant had not ar¬ 


rived. The soil of the Konkan being 
porous, the ammonia from the uAtre* 
atad effluent gradually seeped into 
the soil atkd affected the surrounding 
area. With the Bhopal tragedy stili 
fresh in the minds of the people 
there was a scare of an anuBonia leak 
in the area which is across Bombay 
harbour. The Maharashtra Pollution 
Control Board issued a prtdubiiory 
order against the unit ‘‘for wilfully 
violating the conditions of the no- 
objection certifkaie issued by them 
and asked them to meet all condi 
tions by 17 January.” The RCF asked 
for time till 31 January when its 
treatment plant is expected to be 
completed under the supervision of 
an American company. 
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quantity of top-security shredded 
paper. But according to some people 
at the railway station, the paper was 
not meant for the Punalur paper mill 
but for use in a small private, paper- 
making plant near Kottayam, Kerala 
being run a retired railway seirion 
master. 

Some railway men told StWDAY 
that the paper bundles may have 
been booked as waste paper from 
Nasik Road or Bombay and according 
to the usual procedure, the railways 
may have accepted the consignment 
and forwarded it to the Punalur 
station. “After all, we handle tonnes 
of waste paper including imported 
paper every day. Only last week we 
handled a whole container train load 
(40 wagons) of imported waste pap¬ 
er,” they added. 

After booking the parcel, a for¬ 
warding note is sent to ihe concerned 
railway at the receiving end. The 
party who books the consignment, 
^ends the copy of the railway receipt 
to the consignee and both are tallied 
by the receiving station’s officials 
before the parcel is handed over. 
“There is no wey the railways can 
find out whether the parcel booked is 
what the consignment note says or 
not.** said local railway sources. "If 
there was a standing instruction from 
the government not to accept such 
cargo from Nasik or Bombay, the 
railways would be obligated to check 
up each and every consignment. U is 
possible that the consignment 
escaped the railway’s notice.” he 
add^. 

Mr DP. Sethi, director (paper). 
Khadi and Village Industries (K>hC). 
Bombay, said that they were ex- 
pcrimeniing for the first time with 
shredded notes Irom the Reserve 
Bank of India, for repulping pur¬ 
poses. The KVIC has about 400 units 
making recycled paper mostly in 
backward areas and h the only 
source of employment for the poor in 
these areas. Altogether 263 units are 
presently working while the others 
are in various stages of being set up. 
The KVIC provides financial assist¬ 
ance, technical knowhow and even 
raw material to these units as they 
are for the benefit of Ihe poor in 
backward villages. Mr Bethi laid that 
“earlier, the Reserve Bank used to 
sell shredded notes through tenders 
to paper mills. So we approached 
them and said that there is a demand 
for this from our production units 
and the government of India agreed 
to give it to uS. It is the first time that 
we are going to experiment with 
repulping with shredded notes. At 
the cooperative paper mill at Puna¬ 
lur, they will be doing the repulping 
on a trial basis.” 


KERALA 

Expensive Paper 

Are ghn?d(ied rupee notes being used by poper mdis';' 


T he next time you write make »ure 
(he paper you write on is not 
worth a few thousand rupees. It 
cou Id be poss ible, I f the 2 0 bund les ol 
shredded rupee notes, found un- 
claimed in a suburban railway sta¬ 
tion in Kerala, finds its way to the 
Punalur Co-operative Paper Mills. 
Areeplacheri. A source, close to Sun¬ 
day discovered the bundles In re¬ 
mote Punelur railwey station, a short 
distance from Shenkotta in Kerala 
last week. Altogether 20 sicks con¬ 
taining neatly shredded rupee notes 
which should normally have been 
burnt in an incinerator by the Re¬ 
serve Bank of India were found. 

Investigations by Sunuay revealed 
that the consignment seemed to have 
been booked from Bombay under the 
consigMe. director (paper), Khadi 
and Village Industries Commission, 
Bombay. The railway receipt details 
point out that it could also have been 
loaded from Nasik Road. The railway 
receipt number 67809$ P. 20 contain¬ 
ing the inscription of Punalur 
Khanka Co-operative Areeplacheri 
was not immediately traceable in the 
Madras railway station through 
which the parcel could have been 
routed. 

Normally, thousands of rupee 
notes are collected and bundled 
together and examined by the repre¬ 
sentatives of the RBI and the sclie 
duled commercial and other banks 
before being sorted out and marked 
for destruction Every day, in all the 
RBI offices all over the country, 
thousands of kilos of such shredded 
isotes are incinerated. For instance, 
in Madras, there are seven or eight 


incinerators in operation every day 
burning up tonnes of rupee notes. 
Enquiries by Sunoay show that there 
is no procedure to enable (he paper 
mills or any other user to make use of 
the shredded rupee notes. It is sur 
prising how such a huge consignment 
could nave b^Missed the tight secur¬ 
ity and found its way to the Punalut 
station. 

Talk of using the high quality 
rupee notes after "defacing” (the 
term employed by the Reserve Bank 
for the notes after shredding <^ra 
(ions are complete) for making papet 
or paper mache dolls have been 
going on since the early Fillies when 
the total value of the notes in circula¬ 
tion was around Rs 5.000 to Rs 6,000 
crores. But now, the value of ncNes in 
circulation exceed Rs 25.000 crores 
making it impossible to provide for 
adequate precautions before being 
used for pulping purposes. “The best 
way out is to bum all the shredded 
notes under tight security,” said loc¬ 
al bankers. In fact, the Reserve Bank 
of India had recently imported a 
number of high velocity shredders 
and fast burning incinerators to 
speed up the process. 

The paper manufacturers in the 
country, at the height of the paper 
shortage in the Se\enties had deman 
ded thraugh the Indian Paper Hills 
Association <IPMA) that the> be 
allowed to use (he high quality shred¬ 
ded rupee notes. After examining all 
the relevant procedures, the Reserve 
Bank turned down (heir request on 
grounds of securi^. li U not known 
how the Punalur'Cooperative Mill 
was able to secure such a huge 
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New Artificiai Ugameni 


Water and Sunl^ht for Energy 

A Team of scientists in 
England has found a 
way of splitting water into 
hydr^en and oxygen us¬ 
ing light. The experiment 
helps achieve commercial 

S troduccion of a pollution* 
ree fuel that is hydrogen. 

Moreover, it is an attrac¬ 
tive method of producing a 
conveniently stored source of energy from unlimited 
supplies of water and sunlight, especially as a replace 
meni for natural gas, the first of the natural energy 
supplies -likely to run out. 


Mirrors for Better Vision 

M irrors come to the rescue of artists, designers and 
draughtsmen suffering from tunnel vision. In this 
disease, o region of blindness forms around the central 
fovea of the eye. which then spreads onwards to the 
periphery of the retina, at the same time moving more 
slowly inwards. As only a small portion of the viewed 
surface is visible, the artist or designer has great 
difficulty in controlling the balance of a composition, 
painting or design. 

The system involving mirrors works in this way, A 
large plain mirror about dOcmxSOcm is mounted above 
and behind the user. A second, smaller mirror approx* 
imately 20cmxl!km is placed directly ontu me working 
surface or desktop. By adjusting the till of the large 
mirror and its distance from (he head, the user can see a 
large portion of the work surface and his hand reflected 
in the small mirror. Ths has the effect of increasing the 
distance to the work surface and reduces the size of the 
overall image so that the user can see much more in a 
small space. After two or three minutes' practice, the 
artist or designer can draw or paint while looking at the 
reduced image in the mirror, without referring to the 
original object, book illustration, photograph or small 
sketch. Even runnel vision sufferers who wish to play 
large board games or have an interest in art will benefit 
from the mirror system. 


A new artificial liga¬ 
ment designed by sur> 
gical engineers and textile 
experts in England now 
comes as a blessing for 
those with damaged knees 
oi joinu. The new Uga- 
cnent, which is abrasion- 
resistant, helps reduce 
post-operat i ve con va les- 
cent time. Patients do not need to have their limbs in a 
plaster for months anymore. Now, it is a matter of days. 
For nearly a decade, orthopaedic surgeons have been 
using implants made of carbon fibre. The combined 
research is aimed at improving still further the be¬ 
haviour of the carbon fibre ligaments both during 
surgery and in use. The advancement has come through 
a careful combination of a errbon fibre core encased by 
a new polyester sleeve. Carbon fibre is ideal for liga¬ 
ment replacemeni because it is not rejected by the body, 
and acts as a ‘‘scaffolding” for the growth of new tissue. 


Detector that Checks a Corpse 

A West German electrician. Dieter Kobers, hat de¬ 
signed a device which can detect whether a curpsc is 
really dead. It will prevent persons who have been 
officially proclaimed dead, but are. in fact, still alive, 
from undergoing a very nasty experience. The ei^uip. 
ment picks up signals of brainwaves. As soon as such 
impulses occur, a booster triggers off an alarm system 
The air-tube provided with the device to he fitted imo 
the coffin is of greater psychological importance, for 
there can be no greater nightmare than the thought of 
being buried aliv-z. 

Ro^rs began working on his invention following a 
harrowing experience he underwent seven years ago. 
”My unck Joaef had been officially proclaimed dead*, 
and was laid on his back in the coffin.” he explained. 
''When the coffin was opened in the family vault shortly 
before the funeral, Uncle Josef was lying on his side. He 
had moved.” 







ine-EnrichecI Salt 


Just Press your Fk^er 


N early ten million peo¬ 
ple in West Germany 
suffer from goitre due to 
iodine deficiency, 
although ibe complaint 
may not always be clearly 
visible. Lack of iodine 
means an alarmingly high 
incidence of Mitre due to 

thyroid trouble Iodine de- . „ « j 

ficiency is mainly a nutrition problem, nearly ail food 
other than fUh and seafood contain too little iodme to 
ensure an adequate supply- People might need an intake 
of only 150-200 raUlionih* of a gram per day. The dtseaK 
particularly affects infants. Using iodina-ennehed talc it 
an effective means cd checking goitre, 

s-- 


I f you want to measure 
your blood pressure, you 
do not have to use the 
^phygrnanomeier All you 
have to do is press your 
finger onto a small pad. 

This blood-pressure device 
is called the Finger-sphyg, 
end is being develops ^ 

Britain’s Oric medical 
company. It doesn't involve the sleeve being roiled up» is 
less time consuming and the doctor doesn't have to stop 
work to take a reading. It will give an electronic readout 
of both blood pressure and heart beat in ap easy-to-read 
digital form. Asides, it can be used by both the layman 
as well as by the trained professional. iWm* 







TrOl«| IriKtC'O 


< 1 r^HAC/V 


Headache ? 


ARTHRITIS 

Tracing the 


T he rreatmeni of rheumatoid arthritis has made 
unhappily slow progress. Scientists know a lot about 
the symptoms of the disease, but its causes have 
remained obscure. That is beginning to change. As with 
other Bysierir»us diseases (such as AIDS), the culprit 
could be a virus. 

Rheumatoid arthritis is the kind that affects joints 
thraughout the body and not just in old age; it ruins 
many people's lives. The sym^oms have been neatly 
d^nbed as the body*s overreaction to injury. Normal' 
ly, when tissue becomes injured in a joint, chemicals 
called prostaglandins are released from the damaged 
cell walls. They in turn can help encourage the immune 
system to clear up the damage It deploys two kinds of 
cell to do iti work; white hlood cells to release ami* 
bodies which attach themselves to any f<rrcign subst* 
ances present, and monocytes to gobble up the debris. 

In arthritis, however, the inflammatory process runs 
amok. The immune response fails to remove the initial 
cause of injury; the body starts making antibodies to 
fi^t its own naturally occurring antibodies. 

^e most common treatment for arthritis uses aspirin* 
like drugs. These interfere with prostaglandin synthesis 
(tome also prevent the movement of immune cells to 
damaged tissueK but they cannot stop the progression of 
disease because they attack its symptoms 
^ what 1 $ the cause? One thing is tor sure; studies 
with identical twins have revealed a definite genetic 
link. This has been pinned down to a gene called HLA 
DR4. which is common to about SO per cent of rheuma* 
toid*arthritis sufferers, h belongs to a class of genes 
which code for proieins that act as identity markers, 
helping the body to distinguish itself (rum what is 
foreign. They also help to control the immune system 
Bui the HLA DR4 gene is present in 22 per cent of the 
population, whereas only one per cent get rheumatoid 
arthritis. So other factors must trigger the disease. 

Some believe viruses are the prime candidates. Most 
viruses remain hard to detect, even with fancy new 
techniques. Some are very small, others seem to dis* 
appear once inside the cell, by incorporating themselves 
into the celTs own genetic material. There is convincing 
evidence that one virus can trigger chronic arthritis in 
old goats, but for man there is only circumstantial 
evidence: 

• Some viral infections can cause temporary bursts of 
arthritis in the body's joints on top of other symptoms. 
Ross-river viruses, transmitted to man by mosquitooscan 
cause epidemics of arthritis. Rubella virus, or even 
rubella vaccination, induces arthritic symptqms 
• Excessive quantities of antibodies designed to attack 
various viruses, including cytomegalovirus, have been 
detected in the blood of people suffering from rheuma* 
toid arthritis. However, the presence of antibodies to 
these viruses might simply mean that the arthritic 
patient is less capable of dealing with infection. 

• Viruses have also been identified in tissues taken from 
synovial membranes (which encase joints), or cells 
ciJtured from them. The most recent examp^n has been 

S rovided by Dr Robert Simpson and his colleagues from 
utgers university in New Jersey, who have detected the 
presence in arthritic patients of a virus similar to tha 
parvovirus that is normally associated with illnesses in 
cats and dogs. 


solution 


Anadn contains mora of tha pain rallavar 
doctora tha world over racommand. 
Eflectiva for the aches and pains of odds 
and ftu. headache, toothache, bacKacha 
and muscular pain. 


Trust only Anadn 

Now In m prol 
toll pock. 


India's Na 1. pain raliavaf 
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This India 



NEW DELHI: U you have a problem 
wlih the water supply, jrau (o lo the 
Municipal Corporation; if you have a 
problem with the power supply, you |o 
to the Delhi Electric Supply Undertak* 
inf. What happens, however, when you 

S t electricity through water taps? 

is is what some residents of the MIC 
flats in Sheikh Sarai in south Delhi 
Itad to figure out on 14 January. When 
they opened their taps that morning, 
water came in great gusts seasoned 
with electric current—The Hindustan 
Times (K. Chakraborty, Calcutta) 

AMBALA; At times a peon or a 
gardener is ordered to officiate as 
headmaster of a government school in 
a village in Patiala. This has been 
under the orders of the headmaster of 
Government High School, Khellen vil¬ 
lage, seven kms from here—The IW* 
bufie (Surinder Arora, Ludhiana) 

NEW DELHI; Stengun-toting and wal¬ 
kie-talkie etiuipped police personnel 
stormed into the branch office of a 
multinational company at Connaught 
Race here on 7 December on being 
informed of a “clash". But the police¬ 
men were stunned when they were 
told that a woman staffer of the orga¬ 
nisation had decided to call in the 
police when her boss refused to settle 
a quarrel she had with the canteen 
boy—The Hindasun Times (Veenu 
Bhatia, Dehradun) 

MADRAS: Two English cricketers 
steered two college girls to safety and 
away from a watery grave. Bjuce 
French and Jonathan Agoew had been 
^ven time off from the Chepeuk test 
to visit Mabalmlipurafli on IS Janu^. 
As thay ware wading in the sea, they 
beard cries of 'help' from a panicky 
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pack of college girls. As luck would 
have it, French and Agnew responded 
to their call. It war a tough swim for 
both as the current was strong. Indeed, 
at one point, both were as close to 
being sucked in as the two girls they 
were trying to rescue. The cricketers 
managed to bring in the two girls to 
safety and also render them emergen¬ 
cy-aid measures—The Hindu (C. S. N. 
Murthy. Bangalore) 

SHAMLl: “Amitabh Bacbchan," was 
the prompt but sarcastic reply M a 
rustk, witty, old fanner to the poser— 
"Who can rule the country now?" The 
question was asked by Dr Z. Naiir, a 
close assnciaie of Dr Farooq Abdull^, 
at the first electmn meeting in UP 
addressed by the DMXP leader. Mr 
Charan Sin^ on S December. The 
answer evoked peels of laughter—The 
Tunes cf Indie (Saniay Chandwani, 
Allahabad) 

DINDIGUL: Manickam, belonging to a 
village near Karur. has been sitting 
atop a iSInfoot police control tower 
here since the noming of 21 January, 
refusing to come down. He says he has 
been sent to jail 20 tines for various 
offences and now wants to live as a 
good citiien. Bur iha community does 
not permit him to do so. Repeated 
requests to the authorities to help him 
financially for his rehabilitation have 
gone in vain—Indian Express <N. 
Balan, Madras) 


SABARIMALA; A young tusker was 
among the hundreds of beggars who 
had spread their towels along the 
pilgrim path for alms from those 
climbing the hillside to the shrine of 
Sabarimala — The Dmes of 

Indie (Prisanna Kumar Das, Rour- 
kela) 

NEW DELHI; ft was an amusing case 
of ktsae kursi ka regarding the seat of 
the chairman of the standing commit¬ 
tee of the Municipal Carporatlon of 
Delhi on 22 January with three Con- 
gre» rnembm occupying it «viihin a 
span of 30 minutes—an all-time le- 
cord! The standing committee meeting 
to consider the l^get of the water 
undertakiiig started with Mr Jagdish 
Anand occupying the chairman's seat 
as both the deputy chairman, Mr Fax- 
lur Rahman, ai^ the chairman, Mr Jai 
Prakash Agarwal. were ooi present. 
Fifteen minutes later Mr Anand had to 
vacate the seat as the deputy chairman 
arrived. Much to everyone's amuse¬ 
ment, Mr Rehman had to leave the 
chair another IS minutes later as Mr 
Agapval turned u^The Times of In¬ 
die (Sumathy. New Delhi) 


Without Comment 


The unhappy marriage has ended 
in divorce—B.B. Shivappa, Karna¬ 
taka BJP president, announcing 
the end of the BJP-Janata Party 
alliance, in The Statesman 

Veerappan (Tamil Nadu informa¬ 
tion minister) has called me a 
'Phoolan Devi.' He needed a 
Phoolan Devi to conduct the 
AlADMK election campaign, 
which left to themselves they 
knew they would not be able to 
manage-Jayalalitha in The 
Week 

Rajiv (Gandhi) himself is en¬ 
joying a classic politician's honey¬ 
moon. during which he can essen¬ 
tially do no wrong—$. Nihal 
Singh, former editor of The 
Sretesman, in Newsweek 

I think the boys are in a much 
better mood for settlement—Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi, on the Assam issue, in 
India Today 



A cricketer has to be treated as a 
human being, he has to be hon¬ 
oured for his talents, his dignity 
has to be respected: you cannot, 
must not. exploit him—Ashok 
Mirra, West Bengal finance minis¬ 
ter, in The Wustrated Weekly of 
India 

Our greatest battles lie 
ahead...We can change America 
forever. That'S some great and 
beautiful music we've been play¬ 
ing the past four yeai^but the 
way I see it. from here on it’s 
shake, raitiv nnd toll—Ronald 
Reagan in intsmationaJ Herald 
Trii^ne 

Bombay is far more professiona- 
l...ln Bengal they tend to spoil 
you. There is so much more love 
and forgiveness, that your faults 
are overlooked—Moon Moon Sen 
In Frontline 


57 










VA RIETY/S UND A YWEEK 


BEGINNING 10 FEBRUARY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


ARIES (IS Mn) 

nj^ Success in yout veniufes is a 
cartamly lor all of you Ihis 
woek Prolasaionais an^ 
t3 jsinsaamar) will make 
steady drogreas Lovers will hod ihetr 
parents extremely compromising On Ihe 
economic Ircnt most of you will gain money 
or properly ihrough an unexpected source 
However do not involve yourself m legal 
maiters this week 

itiei: 10. It arrd 13 
iecfcr iwmsen: i. 3 and a 
favseraWa direellofi; Souih'esst 


'MP 


TAURUS (II Mav-14 Jen) 

TTijs is a week of mixed 
fortunes Domestic problems 
will bother you You w>ti also 
_ be piqued by financial proo* 

lenis Howe^ei. ihia la a good period for 
professionab some ol you may even gel a 
promotron Busmesamsn will t^Q lucraiive 
deals. Your health) will improve markedly 
dunng ihis phase The week 4 also lavour 
able for love and marnege negoiiMions 
Oood Mei: tf. 12 and 14 
tecfcv nmbefi: 2. & and 6 
FtvMrible diraetlot: Nonh 


LEO (IS Ann* 14 Septwi- 
niert IS good news for 
^ thoseunemplo^. afobism 
B R>| the offing Th<^ employed 
wiH and their coHeagues and 
superiors exiremoly cooperative Tins iS an 
ideal week foi marriage negofiaPons. On 
the economic iront. some of you wik gam 
through lnher^ance The week end w« ve 
a soc^ hectic one. Those above the age 
of 40 should be vigilant about thee health 
Reed S«es: 12. U and f6 
Lasfer tmn^n 2. 6 and 7 
ru awable dlrecbee: North*weft 


VIRGO (IS S«piamMr-T4 
Dstibar) The stars are ftvoui' 
T I able to sM of you this week 
^ Lovers can ^ ahead wiin 
^ manage plans Profession' 

•Is and businessmen will make steady 
progress The domesbc front w« remain 
peaceful Your finanoar sutua will also 
improve, bui avoid exiravsgance Those 
above me age oi 45 should be careful 
sboui their hsaHh 
Reed dales: 10. f2 and 14 
Lackv eembdft; i. S and 7 
faseeftWt dkecOae: South 


B SAOrnARIUS (is DaeemSar- 
14 JMeanr) This is an ex* 
iremely lucky week for 
bi/Srnessmen and gamblers: 
do noi hesitaie ic invest in 
iisky ventures The domestic front will 
remain inspiring Your financial poeiflon will 
improve. For those m service there is good 
news you will be promoted oi transferred 
to a place of your iik)ng The period is 
equally favourable lor matriage< 

Poeb dalii: 10. f 3 and 14 
Ledty Mfnben: 4, 5 and 6 
fiieertble diraeMa: Eaet 


_ CAPRICOIM (15 Jwiani-U 

Falreary) Financial gains 
' unexpi'Ctid quarters 

\ ate ih store fo' you this week. 

agrfgy A The profeaaionai froni win ro* 
men inspiring At home your children end 
Wile will be e source of jOy. However, one 
of your close reieirves may suddenly tall 
sick Things sre not so bright tor lovers; e 
misundereiertding may lead lo esirsnge* 
ment Waicrt your heenn closely 
Reed dales; n. i4 end 15 
Ledry eifian; 2. 3 end 7 
Fevemebls direcllen: North* east 


(On* (iEIIINf (IS Jene—14 Jaly) 
Social engagements wiii 
Iv \ Jn keep yOu occupied Pul 00 
not neglect your (Ob. On the 
domesiic front a mmor up* 
heavsi will disturb you Financial loses are 
also indicated However, those m business 
will irnd this period very lavourabie. do not 
hesitate to teke^naks Friends will prove 
very helpful, padicuteriy m love eifeits. Your 
heailh will improve 
Godd dafas; 12. 13 and 15 
Lucky mimbers: 3. 7 ar^d 8 
Fdvourabia dlrscilMi: West 


■ LlIRA (15 Oclebar—14 
Neesdiler) This is not a good 
week (or it>ose m love petty 
quarrels »>d misundetsiend* 
mgs rnay lead io estranged 
relationship Your health will also bother 
you ihroughoui this period. 8usmessmen 
should be wary of dec^ion check ad 
documenis meocuiousfy. However, this •9 
a good period for those employed n the 
private secioi 

Reed Ms: 11. 13 er>d t$ 

Leaky nenbers: 2. 4 and R 
FiveenM dfieettsi: North 


AOUARHIt (15 Febnary—14 
Mareli} Fnends end coi* 
[ J leagues win be trying io 

embarrass you: do not enter 
mfo unnecessery irgumenfs 
end deal wiih Them diplomatically. FInan* 
oaky this IS a good week bul you will lace 
problems recovering debts This is a 
fAvotifaWe phase lor artists end sportsmen. 
Lovers will aieo hnd this period favourable. 
Sul keep a close eye on your heeHh. 
fieod deles: 12. 13 and 14 
LMfey wntben 6, 7 end 8 
FeewreNf dIrscUte: Wesi 


K CANCER (IS Jely—14 Aennl) 

This week enemies wHi be 
out to harm you do not rely 
on your frtends and relatives 
on crucial matters Your de* 
leroranng healih will add lo your worries. 
@e prepared lor setbacks or^ the profes* 
sionai from However, ifks is a good period 
tor those m love The phase is equatfy 
fsvoutdbie for gembiets end speculators. A 
letter will bring good tidmgs. 

Rood dilst: t 3. T4 and i6 
Lseky iwmbdfa: 4, 6 end 9 
PevearaMa dlrectleii: East 


B iCORPn (15 Hon w iir-^11 
OMMber) Ttwe week your 
doines>ic front wiH pose fresh 
pfObieme do not be upsei 
end deal with those af home 
dtpiwneicallv On (he fmenc^i front you 
may loee heavdy rf you indulge m nsky 
ventures Businessmen m particufar should 
be careful wtvie taking up new assign* 
ments However. Bks is a favourable peM 
for love and mamage 
Seed ddiM: 12. IS vnf 16 
Liety ■■!■>€(»: 3. S end 9 
Fteaenblt dir«tteR: South 


■ PISCES (IS MareR-14 April) 
This week you will be occu¬ 
pied with parties and social 
engagements but do not 
over-strain yourseN aa Ihia 
Will neve an adverse effect on your health. 
Businessmen end professionals will make 
steady progress while suceae ts in store for 
sportamen. The dornesiic front will remain 
peaceful. However, this la not a favourable 
week for marriage negotiaitona 
Reed Ckies: to. is ana ib 
UcRy Mmben: 4, 8 and 9 
Fisakrabli direcllM: South 


For HMd bare aedMlIRi. iniaiMitaepMMi: 

Most of your are born leaders and exiremely good in oratory You wilproapenr>the legal profeaaioft You may alio lOtn politics Your 
landancy to diclate over others makes you uopopuiai ai bmes Sul you have no deann of fnendaand eomirers who look upon you for 
advice However, some of you sre artogshf Vfomen bom during thw penod are very aooal by nature and their pieasir^g 

temperament makee them ideal housewives 
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Chess 


Comkiging (mi wrMh'« th«mt o( 

•itfi 0 a«*n». 1 0 lv« • fgritwf tAtf •v«n mo<v 
dM«pUv» •umpi* el the value ef ae aitre 
pawrfi, hewver lama M may at Aral tigttl 
appear to be. 

In iha andpame, wbkch 4ulcUy anaea. 
Black wamia le the taak ^ ptddM efl 
WhHe'a alcfe ledaiad pawna, en^r ie Bra be 
aannoi de ae «Miheu( in reigm Mn^ aome 
o 1 bla own healthy connecM onea. *a a 
raawii h* Anda Ma Own foreea driven vita 
inereapnQ dearray, ao ihai by the tune 
malarial aewinbrivm la AnaHy ra eaiabMahad 
ha la avita loet 

Wbifc l. Aofuaaavaliv Black. Q. Seaonfee. 
Oueen a CirnbH Bagoew Syatam 
1 N-^t3 2 P-OM P«K) 

a N-Kia P-^ 4 i^ia i^b 

I PrP PaP B B^B P>Blka 

) B-KB P-KM4 i B^Na tMlB 

• N-Q2f' 


A nkca Idaa. ir B .. ftiQN lO P>N BaP 11 
P-B1 BaP7 13 0-B4 • H‘%2 13 BaN or 11 
... BaN • 12 <UB wirh clear comeenaaiion 

i . . . NbB 10 PPaN P^B41 

11 PkP N*ia 12 P««4 BbNI 

IB PrB a-<C2 14 O^RB B-RB 

IB pRp BrP 


Soaonfco iai»eli» 


m 

IB 

I4V&»41 

Pdiwoppvelrv fWlMt*! M mpM 
Black appeam to have aqgaiPad iha Bk**i4 
MAiHa'a reopad aaba pa an* cannel be 
wonh anyinM • uMeea el eetiraa Black 
awa le wav m back 
14 CM* NrO 

kkaady harviQ oP In the nuenp dracnen. 




Cprraci »» 14 KiQ eeneamratinfl on 
davaie p mani and rocoainne abovi eawnt. 
1T 9~Hb‘ K*B1 IB g^O P-B1 
1B P-OB4 0^3 

Commined lo hi* plan el wmnino back iha 
pawn On 19 . B-B3 20 N.N3 

avaryihing ic proiaciad and WnHa is Datiar 
davalopaC. 

20 IC-R4I 

Announcing iriat ha is nei QOmo (c g»ve up 
the front OBP fer nelhrng. Il 20 B-B4 

21 N-04 R>P 23 HkHP 

20 . . P-QRa 21 B-A4 BrP 

RapaUHna his »awn. bul (ha wrcng ona. 

22 KR»01 P-B4 23 RaP 

24 NiNPR^ 2B RIOII-CBII 

Now Black will be mada lo pay for Ihc 
waakaninp aPaei of 22 . P-B4. The 

aaver*th rank « new open 

24 . . B-N4 2B B-Na R-R4 

27 R-B7 R-N2 2B N.Q4 P.K7 

OUQRAM 

20 P^R 4 l RaaloiH 

1129 B-OBaOR Ol. ahseSB. .4K1 
30 B*B4 and Black s rook Is drlvan eP ihy 
K flit - 30 R-RA 31 P*B4 R. K4 32 K 
'B 2 

MICHAEL STEAN 


Bridge 


Tba Canadien player and writer Erk Rekiab 
recked recently ihsi medam brUoa ai* 
parte claaily runkad a cut abeue thoea ef 
the paat. Anolhar Canadian. Frank Vina. 
auaaHenad if> 4 , racaWnn soma dtaN 
plavad In (N 1440a. on ena of wM«N i 
ptayad a walk^ part 


Daaiar North Leva an 

*443 

VA H « 
e A4 

*A 10944 

*1013 H « 

S Ja 3 Ml c TO 10 174 
G 10 9 4 2 * ♦ R J 7 a 3 

*74 8 4R03 

4AkCJ9 74 
043 
♦ 4 

* J4 3 

North ooanad Ona Club I evercaWad with 
One Haart, and South, Jehrmy Crewferd. 
seen reached Sa Spedte My partner. 


uehe Oodds. im tfw 2 at ha^ie 
It locAe as thewah the dectprer nuet tan 
back on lha combirMtion Bnaaaa m cluW 
Ho waver, lhaea hands whare you hold ak 
lha lap eentrola effar many chances, and 
Crawderd*! tine waa se elay ett bva rewvde 
et trurnpe Ha anvred at ihia peaWpn 



* -> 

V J i 

♦ 091 

« 7 6 


VO 109 

e K 

*K 07 


V A 4 

* A4 
A A 104 

N 

W B 
8 

* 74 

V I 

4 6 

* ja 3 

South new prayed ace and dnoihar 
diamond, en which I ned to threw* a hean, 
fertowed by ace artd aruKhar heart. Then I 
wn end-pieyed In cTuba. 

Reverting ie the ganaral queetlen, I don't 
thin* that m Brnam ihare hae bam any 
•mprovemam among the lOO pHyers. Add 
to Gray. M ar adilh, Konaram. DedOa. Albert 
Reaa. hall a deaen e* more who ara iiui 
wiih us Ouitf. and yw won i And thak 
eoual amenp iha modems 

TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


QIKSTIM 

1 WhBt IB the hypromew uood for? 

2 . Wher* lr> Indfo, fo the NBbonBt Jnsttuld 
0l SportB? 

3. The deAcfoncy ot wMch vitamin In the 
human body i4Bd» fo acurvy? 

4. Rebindrintth Taoort wrote the Mm 
hittonel vnhem. Who wrote the nalionei 
eong? 

5. For what it the Uber Cup ewvded? 

6. The M0$ IB the pBrUament ol which 
country? 

7. The AfSt mwi on the moon w«b Neil 
Amibong. Who wee the aecond? 

a. Oertc, emreguB. cevler, glneeng end 
honey btb reputed to e common 
pmpeiiy. What? 

a. Nvna the «vli«ioiiim SpaniBh MW 
who foet an vm In the be«e e< Ceoemo 
in 1571. 


10. The lirH eitempt In England to coddy 
a conetrtutiQnel document was the sign¬ 
ing of D>a Magna Carta ft 1214. Name 
tha Rfig who si gned 4. 

11. WhM is the coBeetPry noun for 
jeiyeeh? 

12. SI CoiumbB. is beiMd to have 
Oe ecri beci whal is consiOefed to be a 
rnythlcel cretfurs as a "foamome Oeaai- 
..jomeihmg 8(a a huge frog.'in a lake ai 
Scotland in W A.O. What is tras crea¬ 
ture celid today? 

13. George Owal wrote 1964. When 
wel knoam BriVih author has wrtian a 
book CO Bie Bams theme can ed 196S? 

14. VM do aw toBowmg have In cenv 
mon: Tomcat. Eagia. Flghiing Wcon. 
Home! end TigerBhem? 


luauejeeii bioe-j puv 


iKuoH 91 9i*i 'uooisi bunu&d e> g^d 
erOeg si si-d 'Itouioi * pt-j) seues 

.J. etU 10 UBJOJIS UBOjJBUJV 

egt 01 um 6 Betuau iia M Aeiu *vi 

sse&ne Auouiuv 'Cv 
jsisuon BSPN ipun am zi 
)pBUI6 V U 

UMOr 6uw *01 

ssiueAieo ep lenAn 6 
-spojuas sq o] pci^atieq iia «jb pmi g 

'UUpfV UIMP3 i. 

'utj| g 
uotUHUpes '$ 
uitona^V 

spu n? eet^eufio toputLO > 

0 uiujviiA X 

tIBBBd X 

e>audeouitB out ui Auptuini^ am i 

tHVMW 



TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Cryptocross 


Blockbuster 



Pill the ten letters given below iaio the |>^emid to 
that they fonn eight four'Jeiier words reading down* 
wards. Two letters have already been placed to give you 
a start. 


Figure H Out 


Each number in the main gnd represents a letter. The 
same number always stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a start, three letters have been given. Can you 
now substitute the rest to cmuplete the grid? 


Quick Think 

What should go into the blanks? 

1) B. E, I, N. — 

2) A. C. D, G. H, I, M, N. 0. P,—, 


WHsharpener 

The senior section of the school that Ram went to was 
short of teachers. There were only three teachers wbo 
between them taught five subjects. These were EoglUh, 
Hindi, Mathematics, History and Geography. The time 
Cable had to be worked out very carefully beuuse oo 
subject was taught by all the masters though each 
teacher taught three subjects. We know that; 

a) Mr Sen did not know how to handle logaritto tables 

b) Mr Rao was unfimiliar with the Devanagiri script 

c) Mr Du had only a vague idea about what the uade 
winds ware. 

Can you work out which subjects each master cook? 


Widi the help of three straight lines, can you enclose 
each cow in its own pen? 


Quick TMnk 


Five cats take five minutes to catch five mice, lluw 
maor cats will it take to catch 100 mice in 100 minutu? 






























TEASERS 


What’s in a Word? 

If you were to add the leners T 0 before and after M 
A, you would set the word T 0 M A T 0. In the following 

words, we give you only the middle leners. The begin¬ 
ning and ending consist, as in TOMATO, of the same 
letters in the same order. Can you complete the words? 

1) -V E- 

2) -GIB- 

3) -AT- 

4) -SOL- 

5) -IT- 


Scrambles 


Eyewash 



Unscramble each of the five words given to make a 
new word. Then rearrange the circled leners to give you 
a pair of birds. 


What's the difference? Utere is just one difference in 
detail between Figure A and Figure B How soon can you 
find it? 


Shape Sleuth 


Which of the lettered shapes in the line below can 
replace the question mark? 



SolulioDS to last week's 
Teasers: 

Witabarp^ner: 

Each item on the list con* 
tains the number: Wonton, 
Christmas tree etc. So 
fishing net would cost Rs 
ten and Vanilla essence Rs 
lt.OO. 

Qukk Think: 

Dice I 

Wfaai's in a Word: 
Philately. Capsicum. 

Miodbeodet: 

Three moves: 


Chief, Rhombus Detain. 
Spinal aod Axial. 

Figure it Our: b 
Missing Link: 
n HER 2) ACT 1) ONE 
Word Power: 

Hocus Pocus, Hotch Potch 
(or Hodge Podge), Hui Pol* 
loi, Hai^y Panky 
Shape Sleuth: 

Nottinghain, Bombay, Iso* 
tope. Shakespeare and 
Business. 


1 2 2 4 S B 7 S 9 fO 15 12 13 16 n 14 17 16 19 20 

>< 

IS 12 13 16 11 16 17 14 19 
I S 12 13 14_J 1 16 17 16 19 
1234$67B9 10 16 17 16 19 20 
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mmt (Xif% not nrcd ^ cvactr 
ro My itw no nvn Mt 
betjme^ lop-ncKn 
nwrugr' ifi ^as tH'fp 
LeddffVao c«i:> fwVi tn« 
^MiikxjS ClVtMItlO'k iM the 
^<0ne^( QuMirms I/I nwi) Mr, 
fo/ mstancr, a c^oaoty lor 
KHjnci itiftocn'ent in 

Njsncsv trirrr can Dr 'a) 
/radyrrkidr soiuocr) tnar 
wo<jlO act a$ a rnagn: wand 
and soKr all proOirms in a 
rTi/acuFnu& mar*vr Eacn 
piobtefn rrvr^ tnvijtve the 
ewK/ie ot the tacully erf 
judgemenr to ertr otmott to 
decide now a oaruuiar 
vTi/atJon should Dr met fhe 
manager muse possess the 
unrrnng power erf ifttmtion 
to ensure that his 
judypnient is at once surfed 
to tr>< spenfk situarinn and 
11 entirely <r consonance 
wid> the rerrm that ai/eaoy 
exist in tfle envirorimem 
The leader is cne whose 
judgemeni ha< become 
matured and mellowed Dy 
eifiosure to many ^ k rsony 
pfoDIrm Far from avoiding a 
ptoCiem, he regards it as a 
challenge to or met w*th Ml 
(he resources at his 
ccmmenei 


MBA BNTRANCB 


TO THE MBA ASPIRANT 


JUDGEMENT 


TUITION OR 
INTUITION ? 


Would yoM like ypur portraK 
to m this profile T 


At B/iUtAnts w« mould rnarMgers-to- 
be. ouiJd self conAderve aw>d 
k'wwledgr trvtt constitute the basis fbr 
sound ^udpemrnt. to help you lo meet 
the world heisd oei . to ftKe tht* 
chaliersge of the UBA leus iis those of 
IIM. lAM. XU?l, A/tAA etc 



BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 
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■MINENCK THROUGH EXCBUANCff 
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A fter a gloomy period, 
Poon^m DhiUon has 
started seeing light 
again. She has just 
signed some good films 
and hopes to concentrate 
on films once again as 
(ove, fun and marriage 
are far from her mind. 
Her experience with 
Ramesn Taiwar was hit* 
ter enough. **11 was 
embarrassing and bumi* 
Uacing to stay at home 
doing nothing and watch* 
ing other girls walking 
ahead, but 1 did not lose 
hope. I knew better 
things would come... ” 
she says with confidence. 

T he wrlierK of Mam 
muhnn Desai s Mard 
wrre asked to make 
ihanKesio suit the new 
sialuvof the hem Amitflhh 
Badadian.MP. K .K. Shuk* 
la. one of the wrirer^ en¬ 
gaged tn polish the script 
said: “We can't take 
chances with Amiiahh 
now. He » a leoder. We 
can't showanyt hing 
cheap. People will watch 
Amittthh very closely and 
his critics will watch Ifard 
with a lot of interest to 


find loopholes. We have 
the responsibility to cake 
care of his image." Writers 
of two ocher siarrers, Kha 
hardaar and d rattaar, 
are also working overtime 
to cast a heavenly glow on 
Amitabh ftaihchan 

E verybixly is talking ab¬ 
out AnH Aapoor but 
success still evades him. 

He has had a hat trick of 
flops. Msshaaf wnn him all 
the applause but the film 
fh>pp^ inspire of Dilip 
Auniarand Ya^h Chopra- 
Kis second film Laf/u also 
failed and his latest tove 
Afarj iagi* is a disaster 

T he way Hoi Babiw is 
going, he can only end 
up ill Parliament He cam¬ 
paigned for Sunit Outt and 
his speeches could only 
have been delivered by a 
veteran polUician. The vic¬ 
tory of Sunil Dull and 
Amrrahh gachcherrhas 
given him enough en¬ 
couragement "I may enter 
pnUiicsat the right time." 
Kaj fiabbar says. And if 
Raj Babhar takes ihe 
plunge, will .Vmrta PatH. 
whose father is a poliii- 




« • 

f' 



en the «ey 


cian. stay far behind? 

M ithun Chakraborty 
and SriJevi: who is 
not taBcmgaboui them? 
And. of course, both of 
them are Imffled by all the 
eyes that are probing iheir 
movements- “Wc first 
came to know each other 
only afier Raakesh 
Hoshan, the producer rtf 
Jane Vtha /nseeij intro¬ 
duced us. We became very 
good friends during the 
makioR of the film. We 
hod t he same 1 ikes and 
dislikes. We got along well 
and I knew I was in for 
trouble. I wonder if these 
people who spread these 
wild stories realise how 
much harm they cau&e the 
family of the affected per- 
sms. But 1 have used to 
it and so have Sridevi and 
Ankyfwife VogMfa 
Bah)“ Mil bun seye 


T he one actress whose 
furtuneik are on the up¬ 
swing in South Indian 
film<^ is Same who was 
discovered hv K. 
Safuc'/iarrder bhe has 
proved herself as one of 
the few actresses tn the 
South who can do some¬ 
thing other thou take off 
clothes and put on vulgar 
acts, through films like 
Thaneer Thaneer, Maro 
C'fiarrthra. Achamiifat 
Achamiilai. don’t be¬ 
lieve in signing up films 
hut in choosing my roles. I 
even wonder whether 1 
have sirred up rnore fUuis 
than I should." she says. 
Sariia has acted in Tamil. 
Kannada. Telugu and has 
made her debut in 
Malayalam films through 
Sandarbham. More than 
anything else she might be 
a sobering influence on 
the hip-swaying crowd. 












New Image 


Hergarrl Alvi 


. n will invgmbly 
you to the seat in the 
ry where the disting* 
•.d Dr Bah is seated. 


■UNDiV ••ttvwv 'm 


W hat is the difference 
between the la.st gov* 
ernment and the present 


one? The Rajya Sabha 
mambers have been feel¬ 
ing the change. In the U$t 
regime, the minister of 
state for parliamentary 
affairs was Kalpnath Rai. 
Hi^ manners were far from 
suave. He had become a 
rtimister within a month 
after Sl’mday publisheii a 
report about the way his 
political opponents in 
Asamgarh district's Ghosi 
area were being harassed. 
He has now been replaced 
by Margaret Alva. Her 
gentle ways are in sharp 
contrast to those of Kalp* 
naih Rai. 


Political Stars 


Made for Each Other 

T he spouse of a MP is 
issued a pass to enable 
him or her to enter the 
Parliament House gnd to 
go to the Central HalJ and 
witness the proceedings 
from the distinguished 
visitors' gallery. The 
spouse pass had never be* 
fore been taken as serious* 
ly as in the eighth Lok 
Sabha. Dr Bali, husband of 
Vyjayenchimala» the film* 
star'turned* 
parliamentarian from 
Madras, is seen in the gal¬ 
lery whenever she is in the 
House. And if you fail to vyjat 

locate him in the gallery. _- 

all that you have to do is stare 
notice the direction at lead 
which Vyjayanchimala is galle 
looking. If you follow her uish< 


Creating History 

i n the Congress centen* 
ary year, history is being 
misquoted. In his maiden 
speech to the Congress 
Parliamentary Party on 
New Year’s ava, Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had 
referred to the inaugural 
Congress session in Bom¬ 
bay held in the end of 
December a hundred 
years ago. This was not the 
first tune that Rajiv Gan 
dhl was referring to the 
Congress centenary. He 
had set the ball rolling at 
the October 1983 session 
of the AICC held at Bom* 


bay. But his concern for 
the party's glorious past is 
not matched by his know¬ 
ledge of history. Time and 
again, he has been refer¬ 
ring to one ”S.N. Baner 
jee" while talking of the 
first session of the Indian 
Natioaai Congress. Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjee was not 
in Bombay when the inai> 
gural Congress session 
took place It was Romesb 
Chandra Bonnerji who 
presided. But abbrevia* 
tions apart. Rajiv Gandhi's 
bid it creating history has 
to be appreciated. 


Shabana AsmJ 


F ilmstars have not only 
entered politics, but 
politics too has entered 
into the lives of the film¬ 
stars. The closing cere* 
mony of the Tenth Film 
Festival was not star- 
studded. Even a MP like 
Amitabh Bachchan was 


not there Reason: Sivaji 
Ganesan, tha Rajya Sabha 
member arid Tamil film 
hero, had been asked to 
preside over the show. So, 
neither Amitahh Bach¬ 
chan nor Sunil Dutt. two 
other star MPs, were 
around. Shabana Azmi, a 
jury member, too was mis¬ 
sing. There was specula* 
tion about her absence. 
Shabana Azmi has no poli¬ 
tical ambitions (at least, so 
far) so, Sivajl Ganesan 
could not have upset her. 
Had she disagreed with 
the jury's verdict? There 
was no proof of thii* either. 
A rumour weni round that 
she was unu*>ll. Some 
added spice tu it by saying 
(hat she was pregnant. At 
this point a lilm producer 
with whom Ms Azmi is cur¬ 
rently shonting, vehement¬ 
ly protested. He scotched 
the rumours by announc¬ 
ing that she was suffering 
from bronchitis, so she 
could not be present. Film* 
stars must be regretting 
the entry of their col¬ 
leagues into politics now, 


Practical Minister 

O ldtimers in tha steel 
department say that 
the efficient day^ which 
had not been witnessed 
since the death of S. 
Mohan Kumararaangalam 
in 1973, are back again. 

Tha minister of state for 
steel, former diplomat 
Kanwar Natwar Singh, has 
begun the streamlining op¬ 
erations with a bang. To 
begin with, the minister 
has dropped all (he frills: 
even at the airports, he 
has been seen checking in 
at the airlines counter, 
like an ordinary passen¬ 
ger. When the oriantacion 
classes were held for new 
MPs, Narwar Singh prefer- ^ 
red to sit among the audi- _ 
ence and refused to be on 
the dais, because he was ^ 
attending the course as a B 
student. The Steel Author- ^ 
ity of India Ltd (SAIL) was ^ 
a brainchild of tha late ^ 
S.M. Kumaramangalam. ^ 
With efficient miniiterial 
guidance and the chair- 


K. NMwar 5b^ 

manship of S. Samarapun 
gavan, who was close tt 
Mohan Kumsrernangalam 
SAIL may at last turn i 
new leaf in tha comltii 
months. 


DELHI DIARY 



Hawkins the safest 
fastest way to tasty food 



Sf'DHibU' rook ({^9 of 
tastv food 

Prt^sHJr^ cooking ^av^s hrm* and fud \( 
retain) tvtter nutritive values m certain 
foods. puilK'uiriTlv fiToteiivb dod vitamiiis 
Hawkins haw 127 lielicious recipes in 
their c<x>kbook available in English anJa 
choice o112 Indian Inn^ages given with 
every ccxiker 

Hdwkins cooks fastvsl because ol its 
irKire ecorxjmical conslrucbon divl the 
greater spare for sh'ainc.JTCulatior Trials 
prove lhal hbwkins saves about Rs ^)00 
every year 

Hdwkriis fur yuur gri^dtesS 

safety 

Hawkins is acridenl'proof lls lid his 
inside the body if ran bo opened only 
alter the pressure lalb Its safety v^alw is 
under rhe handle bar which deflecb 
steam safely downwards 
Every Hawkins undergoes the stnctesi 
quality control and has a S year wmien 

G uarantee. 144 AuihunH^d Service 
entres ^ve free expert service and carry 
9t^ulnp spare parts 


Thi*m«i»rftt(rabk*f>rodus*i -tii 

.'iS niudtrl'* 

/V» llic Hawkins ^^cel is not rubbed 
sideways each time rhe bd is opened or 
cluMxl. n lasts longei The TTKtal safety 
valve has d lunger kfe than oidmaiy 
nibberones Htgli quafatypCanng 
prevents rusong 

Choose from Hawkuis' widest rai ige of 
pressure cooker^ m the wurkJ 
118 models m si/es trom 2 to 22 hires 
Available wiih or wiihouf separ^rs. 
standard or heavy base In 
thermal ethcienl aluminium or 
stay bright siamless steel, or unique 
Sabkm w^ich combines rhe advan^ges 
of both 

bookfef (o help 
you choo$« 

To gel the address your nearest 
Hawkins dealer and a tree colour booklet 
givng delaik of the 38 excibng. lovely 
Hawkins models, wnie to Hashkmv. 
Depaitmenr||2. PO Box (481. 
Bombay 400 016. 



Hawkins'" 

The llneit Pretiure Cooker 
for your finest cooking 

CCepiMtM hv (Wwe ft ^ Lirt 
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the sweet W salty tnecdfig p<rftit. 




Buy on)y (hi$ pack. Because 
genuine Kradc^adc is never 
sold loose Never 


World S«lre»or 
Award Wirnsr 


_Krackjack Biscuit 

the sweet and salty temptation. 


^rtst;B4/PP/33 
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AN ANANDA 


ATlONrRS4,00 































On ]i<nuafv 1st, I ^>85,The Chattered Bank 
tu(>k cm the Crouf's tuM name and became 
Standard (bartered Bank. 

The chai^je reflects positively on the bank s 
ior\g'»candin]C legacy of intemationai. banking 
expenive. 

A bank that's always specialised in global 
busiaesA. 

A bank that’s earned a reputation incon^lcx 
financial htans tur critical projects. wnrIiJwide. 


A bank that's set its own standards over the 
years. 

You'll still have access, through any branch, 
to a worldwide service that extends from 
traveileia cheques to major project finance, and 
from 24'hour'a*day currency dealing to all forms 
of finance for imporrs and expons. And behind 
our new namepbte, you'll still find the kind of 
personal and profe&siorta) service that made the 
old one bcnous. 


standard ^Chartered 

Direct bonking, wolidwkle 
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BranehMMiinflioat Amritsar CaicuRa.Caxui Coowi K«iovt.Madras.NowDe«x VascooaGama 
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The lx*st thiiitis in life are worth a little more 
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The colours of the Rainbow 


Rainbow deluxe 
A TV th4t c;tn 
cifilure (he wUd 
colourt of nature in aJJ 
I heir glory. From I he 
luiulnoua red of a 
auriaet to the mosl 
aubtle shade of the 
rainbow, the Rainbow 
d^uxe brings It all 
borne to you. 


Ibis l» how 

A 51 dSB. black* 
atrips picture tube 
ensures rtch. crtap. 
natural colours. 

A 4 W audio 
output gives fuU-tone 
natural sound. 

Advanced 
Indian technology, 
components from 
Gnmdlg, W. Germany. 
CMDblne to give you a 
TV that gives the true 
picture of things. 

Always. 


Konark Talevlalaa Ltd.lA Govt, of OnaM EnierprtaeiBi a B) Industrial KalalelhubaneBwar-* 751010 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 46 


Vktor'f Ntoreh 


Thtr* wai (n« bii^( tpoc 
for Indi* In the oioerwiet 
4lMiftrou< lortee eg^hut 
Eo^D^: Uehemmjd 
AsneniddJn. Mitder 
Pethery* oroflkt (hit young 
cricketer iroa Hydereptd 
who hM set 4 sew vrorld 
record by scoring three 
successive cencurici 
stertlng with his debut in 
Celcutte Plus eixlu live 
interview with Meheremed 
Asheruddin, 

SPECIAL REPORT 26 


The confession by Coocner 
Nerein, the eUeged kingpin 
in the recently bueted in 
ring, that he spied to further 
(be nusiness interests of his 
eaployer, has added e new 
dimension to the case. A 
report by SenkershanThikui 
INVESTIGATION Id 


The femed smuggler from 
Daman has once ^gain 
escap^ from custody. An 
Investigation by Sankershan 
Thakur 









Victor Baner^’s portrayal 
of Dr Ai it in Davi a Lean's A 
Passage to Indio has shot 
him into international fame. 
Susmita Gupta talks to the 
actor on the making of the 
film and his future plans. 
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MOR TakM OiMi* 

After battling successfully 
aaeintt a crippUng kidney 
eilment et a ncspital in New 
York. MGR has returned to 
Temil Nadu after three 
nwnths to take up the reins 

! of chief ministership 
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The heart has started beating again 


Cardiac Equipmanl Trom 6PL. hot diagnosis, monitoring 
and rnsusciiallon. 

When a dysfunction in the heail occurs, the Oe6bril- 
lator is used, as a last resort, to discharge a measured 
amount of etectrical energy into the patient’s heart to 
restore iu natural rhythm. The monitor displays the ECG 
continuously and the recorder makes a c;opy of the wave 
forms, 

Ute J)eribriUator. now a byword in the medical pro* 

. fession, is just one example where BPLhas used electroiui^ 
for life saving app lira lions. Rieclro*t:ardiographs and 
Patient Monitoring Systems complete the range. 

There are other vita) areas that BPL servos too. With 
Instrumentation [industrial & Measurement!. Computers. 


Communications. Components. Office Automation and 
Consumer Electronics. 

Behind this diverse product range is a vast corpus of 
knowledge that BPL has acquired over the last two 
decades. This knowledge has been integrated through tech* 
nical ti^ups with international brand leaders like Fukuda. 
Japan; Siemens. West Germany and Nihon Kohden. Japan. 
And through an infrastructure that’s unique only tu DPL. 
Seven integrated factoriee. three R & D groups. in*house 
manufacture of critical components, a nationwide market- 
ing networic and an independent company exclusively 
employed for servicing. The result? Products that are better 
suited for local a^idons. And ueer needs. 

Yea. Satisfying user needs is. ultimately, the only 
obiective BPL has. 


BRL-INDIA 

In pursuit of perfection 

Computers • CommuolCMtioo eComponeota 
fastmmeDtaUon (iDdustriel. Medicel St Meesuremeot) • 0(S<» AutomtUoa • 






Satelihe/ M.J.AkSar 


Calcutt*; Every birth is dram^itic. 
but most so the birth of a Kreai 
career. Not all the seats were full at 
the Sisir Manch at five in the evening 
when (he show was scheduled to 
start, but it will not be very lung 
before ail such theatres will be pack' 
ed when D^mui is shown. Herhaps 
the experience was more enthralling 
because one's expectations were sul^ 
dued. Mrinal Sen had telephoned to 
suggest that I go to a special showing 
of this new film, and said that its 
maker Prakash Jha wanted to chat 
with me. I am not the world's 
greatest fan of films, particularly of 
the modern/serious variety. The 
medium is vitally important etcetera 
etcetera, but 1 prefer to receive my 
little knowledge through that old 
fashioned thing called the written 
word. If celluloid tas votaries 
iniiit) is the only passport to the 
twentyfirst century, then 1 would 
prefer to live a Uitie longer in the 
twentieth. On the few occasions thai 
J do indulge mysglf. 1 rather prefer 
the heroics of Dev Anand, the saucy 
dancing of Sheila Raman;, thi* 
embarrassed romaruicism of Kuj 
Kapoor or. the exqujsite delicacy nf 
Waheeda Rehman Revulutinn is 
best packaged between covarv at 
least in my scheme of things. 

Mrinal Sen’s generosity of the 
younger filmmakers is wellknown. 
one fell that he wa> perhap% being 
his moj'al helpful self, when he do 
cided to literallv introduce Piakash 
Jha and Demuf to Calcutta. Mrinal 
Sen did us all a great favour. Damuf 
Is one of the finest bits of creativity 
to have appeared on the screen in 
recent tiroes, and Ptakash Jha has 
Hie ability Co become one uf the best 
direciors in cinema. I'his is his first 
film, and its depth and power over¬ 
whelm the viewer. This is the village 
of Bihar which the filmmaker under- 
stands, because he has lived in it and 
has not forgotten it when the bghis of 
Bombay's film industry could easily 
have erased the darkness of the 
nights of West Cbamparan. This is 
the village that urban filmmakers 
(the greatest of them) will never 

understand »iRce rural poverty and 

ine<iuity are only paper concepts to 
them. This is the vill^e where theic 
are no heroes and villains, ivsi the 
reality of oppression, its perpetra- 
tore» its instruments, its agents, and 
Ici censeouences of blood and bon 
dege. This is the world of partial 
diOMcracy, where power flowa as 
fliuch from cMieasua as the enuatrv^ 


made gun. Moraliiy is the hand¬ 
maiden of .survival heie. and has 
Iwtm for countless cemuries the 
brahmin landlord Madhav Pande is a 
guiirdian not unly of religw>us ritual 
hu( also of iraditiunal hierarchy, he 
does not ram niid raw; i( is abiiost 
wnh a tinge at regret that he silently 
watches his xnuomi cheat another 
low caste retainer into a lifetime of 
bondage through the old ruse of 
moneyJending. If he sleeps with the 
young widow, he is also her proiec 
tor. as he reminds her when she 
liegina to show signs of dissent: whu 
else enu^d have protected both her 
five hjgh.isof land and hei b^y from 
the greed of the vuung^ What he 
cannot ifuiie cumc to teiins with is 
this sudden hirth of aspiration 
among people who have known then 
plavc Imi s 4» inanv gcneiations. 1hr 
widow can hv allowed hei griel 
at her almtiiun. ihai ts natural 
enough. But whai right does she have 
to resent the decision to abort, and 
(hen to challenge the authority of 
Madhav Pande. This is crossing bar 
Tiers; That is unaccepiable; that is sin 
which I he widow must pay fur with 
death The low casie hundvd slaves 
must rstm> then loan*, by stealing 
Cattle, bui if oiiv ol them dies in thc 
piocess ihvy have no right to bung 
the Dloodsoaked body to the dnor of 
his house*. Madhav Punde's peace 
caniiut be dislurbed by (ht giuaiis ol 
thieves, his courtyard caiiuot he 
slanted with their blood This etfrun- 
(ery must be punished, dogs who 



receive ci unihs have nu i ighi to bark 
And il the labuuiei on his project 
suddenly begins to get ideas, if the 
word has reached even West Cham* 
paraii that theie is a land called 
Punjab wheie ihe daily wage is ten 
rupees plus two nieaU. wheie at the 
end of the season a man might even 
buy a small i adio with ihe price of his 
sweat, then suvli ideas must be 
crushed befuie they take on the 
propurtiuiis of a chailonge. The ba* 
lance is delicate, and it need5 all the 
dexterity ai his command (o krep i( 
lipped in his favour. 

Once, not so long ag". it was much 
easier Madhav PandeS tulher used 
ihe whip, (he knile. ihe spear with 
U'wei piubleins But miw these new 
ideas wvi'e sev|iiiig ihiough There 
was deiiiociacy. even il ihe vote 
cnnld bv niainpuJatcii Ihcie was a 
.ludgc', even d the |iol iceman could bd 
bribed. There was j popular govern* 
mem. even if the pnliticiao could be 
corrupted Once the world lived at 
the merev uf the king and the priest; 
life was simpler then. Hotheads who 
(huugbi that the gun could become a 
mine' of tic lent replacement of the 
whip jiiJ the siH'oi did nui under 
Nlaiid that l)lv ejuiunuiic'ht was 
chungMig Oitwc ihc king and the 
IMK'st niadv ihw law (hcv wcie the 
law no maiivi it iheii mood was 
whimstcaloi ^cneinus tiueloi mag 
naunni'U' Noi so itiivnioic The (>ld 
oidci diu lint yvi huvo to fxm lo new 
picssuic's. but 11 must undvi stand 
that Its mgiu weap ,ns h,id changed. 
Ilu- iiiodviu msiiiutions had lu be 
used lu keep (he «>ld vk^uutiun .steady. 
It unrupiioii did mn work, use de- 
,.eit. II I he judge did not lake money, 
buv the w*unesses but ihi point was 
(hat the Pandcs themselves must not 
kill any mote, noi with their uwn 
hands ai least. They must meiely 
ensuie that ti was the judge who 
Ol deled the hanging. Ih«ii was the 
due (esi ot then uhilitv Modern 
society and iis most venerable in¬ 
stitutions must be c<-melted into 
paiiicipanls in game, they must 
onnn account bv 11 on ted. The |Kii ice¬ 
man must 1)0 oM'rtvd, the politician 

Oiu»t bu llatteitd. appv.ised; the 
judge must be leli w ith un upiion bul 
TO announce death on the sc'affuld. 
The damul still bad its part to play in 
the preservdtiufi of the status quo. 

In the year of the Lord 19K4. there 
was still only une answei lett tu the 
sharp thud uf ihu scaffold A scream. 
A loud and unending scream whirl¬ 
ing (awards the future. 
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How far can you stretch a rupee ? 

Just think. For less than a rupee a day you can 
bw your family security and peace of mind. 

NWth New India's Domestic Insurance Package scheme. 


1. Porsonal 
accident covef 

2. Hosptiaitsaiion 

policy 

3. Fire A 

Trieft tns'jrahco 

4. Electrical 
appliances 
breakdown 

5. T V set 
damage 

6 Pedal cycle 
insurance 
7. Baggage 
loss cover 

6. Po/sondi 
liabilities 


NEWNDtA 

ASSURANCE 


So much security 
Forsolittle. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/KHUSHWANTSlNOif^ 


Indians Abroad 

T he emigre Indians' attachment to 
their homeland can be both 
heartwarming as well as nauseating. 
The first generation suffers from 
home'Sickness and guilt because 
they have quit their poor country end 
are enjoying the good things of life 
not available tu their countrymen. 
They open up their purses and give 
generously whenever any calamity 
•strikes India. At the same time they 
carry ihelr little Indies about them 
and refuse iu integrate with people. 
And although most have acquired 
foreign citizenships and passports 
they continue to be obsessed with 
Indian ptOitks and Hindi films. De* 
spite the superficial glr>s.s acquired 
by being suited booted and wearing 
neckties their behaviour remains In* 
dian rustic. In London I saw a smartly 
dressed Sardarji out for a stroll with 
his Sardaml and rhelr child. He 
walked a few feet ahead. hIsSerdami 
with a baby in her arms walked 
respectfully a few feet behind. It was 
bizarre kind of conversation: He 
addressing the air In front, she re¬ 
plying from the rear. 

Wherever there is an Indian com¬ 
munity of some size it will hive its 
own newspapers in English, Urdu, 
Hindi or Gujarati. They make in¬ 
teresting reading. The front page is 
invariably news from India. The next 
few will be devoted to community 
effairs in the country with lots of 
matrimonial ads spelling out religion 
and region with the usual addendum 
"caste and dowry no bar." Remain¬ 
ing are devoted to Hindi films. 
Another regular feature is the cease 
less war they wage against our mis¬ 
sions which they have to approach 
for visas when they wish to visit 
ex-mother India. 

I have just received several copies 
of a fortnightly The L/r.k published 
from Vancouver edited by Promod 
Puri, brother of the scholar- 
journalist Balraj Puri of Jammu. He 
IS Hindu, a majority of the Indian 
community in Canada are Sikhs. 
They have a grouse against our con* 
sel general Jagdish Sharma and are 

making life very difficult for the 

barussed diplomat. Mr Sharma 
thou^t it would not be a bad idea tn 
get some Canada-based Indian edi¬ 
tors to visit their homeland on a kind 
of refresher course. Hii first choice 
was a fellow Sharma. Bhanu Pratap. 
(Bra to his friends) who edits Mid- 
l^enoouver News and the Overaeas 
nsec. Ben turns out to be quite a 
Ha made the headlines of Van¬ 



couver dailies for making unwelcomu 
passes at his employee, Kenee Calli* 
gan. When interviewing her for the 
job he asked her whether she liked 
strippers or enjoyed sex. We don't ' 
know her response but she got the i 
job. Thereafter, complained Renee. ' 
he ran his hands across her bottom I 
and her chest. This was followed hy a 
bear hug to celebrate a good adver. 
tUing sale. The next day Renee Calli- 
gen quit her job and filed a com 
plaint before the Human Rights 
Board. The Board ordered Ben Shar¬ 
ma to pay up a month's salary (640 
dollars), one thousand dollars in 
damages and costs of suit. However 
Ben has had a Bh»r9t darshtn free of 
cost or obligation. 

Only, Na 

i am intrigued by the way many 
Indians, particularly. Bombayites. 
otherwise fluent in English add the 
word "only'* at the end of their 
sentences and na before every ques¬ 
tion: "I was there only ... it is being 
screened at the Plaza only." And "I 
have to see the doctor na?” "Only” is 
not a translation uf an Indian lan¬ 
guage expression. I find it as irritat- | 
ing as another Indo-Angliantsm [ 
"You-all" used as synonym for ^ 
"others” by Indians who fancy their [ 
English Na it obviously an Indianism i 
for “Isn't it?" 

"Only" should be used to ind'vaie 
that there is nothing besides. The 
exact placing of the word makes a | 
world of a difference, should you say, 
"this could only happen once?" or 
"this could happen onca only?” Both 
expretaions are correct. "Only" ro¬ 
utes solely to the word it precedes; 
hcDca "could only happen once” 
would naen that it could taka placa 


i by accident only ai one time and 
' ihercufliT by deMgn." However. 

I “Ihis cnulJ only happen once" 

I Miund^ much belter to the ear than 
I "this cnuld happen only once." But 
' there ib no excuse whatsoever to vnd 
' a setiience wiih ir. Indians do it 
, only. 1 was compelled to draw your 
aireniiun to this no? 

Geet Gobind 

T he widerung rift between Hindus 
and has caused anguish in 

: the he irts of censiiive people of both 
I communities. To them it is inconceiv- 
i able that twu people as close to each 
other nails ru the fk-sh of fingers 
I could be so cruelly torn spurt in so 
short a time. The anguish is much 
deeper in the heart’, of tniUiunsof 
Hindus whose families have for gen- 
VI at ID ns worshipped in Sikh gurud- 
warasj revered and read the Granrh 
' Sahih as their holv scripture and 
I looked u|K)n ihc- Sikh's ten gurus as 
' iheir spiritual guides. One such 
j sensitive «iul is poet-writer P.JC. Ni- 
jhawjn who describes the warrior* 
Guru Gohiiid Singh as "My hero, my 
>aviciur and redeemer, the redeemer 
uf my ilharma " In his own words "I 
often talk with Guru Guhind In the 
small hours nf the night, half awake, 
half asleep." 

The result is a lengthy poem i^rt 
Guru Goh/nd Geeta This inspiration 
IS Sri Krishna's dialogue with Atjuna 
on the eve nf the battle of Kurukshet- 
ra wherein the avatar persuades Ar 
)una tu perform his sacred task to 
engage in the battle fur righleous- 
ness which is the theme uf the Bhag- 
Wfid Gceia. Nijhawan has chosen to 
construct a similar dialogue between 
Guru Gobind and Madhn Das, better 
known as Banda Beiragi, to whom the 
Guru entrusted the secular lead¬ 
ership of the Khalsa Panth shortly 
before he was assassinated at 
Handed. The meeting between the 
two took place in Bairagi's hermitage 
I on ih<- banks of the river Godavari 
f The Guru's seimon convinced the 
^ hi-rmii tu abandt n sxnyas and wage 
[ wut against Mug.ul tyranny. The 
I first success uf Sikh arms came under 
! the- leadership uf this Hindu hermit, 
wiiu Sikh historians like to describe 
us Banda Singh Bahadur. He was 
I later captured by Farrukh Siyar and 
along with hundreds of hU followers 
including an infant son was executed 
after terrible torture in Mehrauli. 

It is a moving epic poem full of 
learning and profusely illustrated. 
The only thing against Shri Guru 
Gobind Gotta is Its prica of tU US. 







Watch your conference take shape 
witiiout putting it together 


Do noting 
And watch Air*lndia'5 
Cungressn k Conventions t«jm 
organise just about evecydting. To 
put your conference tug^her in 
the shape you'd like it to be. 

Watch them bid for India as 
the conference venue I’romote 
your conference abroad. Liaise with 
delegates. Assist in preparing their 
kits. Arrange their hotel bowings. 
Transport them all the way to 
Delhi or any other city in India 
On a wide ranee of low. low group 
and individual fares. 

What's more, ihoy II even 
provide freighter M'rvirc'* at 
special rates In case vou need 
to fly in special e^uipri^enl liir 
the conference. 

Of course, their job is made 
easier by Air*India’s worldwide 
network of 145 offices And bv 
Delhi's superb confererree venues 
Like the Talkatora Stadium or the 
Indoor Sports Complex. Ideal for 
Urge conventions ranging from 
30ftl to 25000. Or. the^ new hotels 


in Delhi, most of which offer 
excellent conference facilities. 

Or even the ultra-modem 
Shere-e-Kaahmir Conferme 
Centre at Srinagar. Which offers 
you a choice between two luge 
and two small conference rooms as 
well as a 600 seat auditorium widi 
siinuluneous translation facilities 
in five languages and film 
protection facades for both 16 men 
anci 35 mm. Plus four committee 
. rooms, exdusive documentation 
and communication equipment, 
banquet space for 500 pemons. an 
eichibition gallery and a press 
room. All attachra to the superb 
5-star Centaur Lake View Hotel 
right next to Dal Lake. 

Naturally, with such services, 
it's no surprise that Air-lndia has 
been closely involved with the 
12th International leprosy 
Congress, the World Mining 
Congress, the 59th International 
Convention of World Association 
of Deisctivea Conference and 
many more. 


Best of all, Air-India offers its 
conference planning services 
absolutely free! Now that you 
know, don’t iusi rub your hands 
together in glee! 

Get in touch with: 

Air-india 

Consesaes A Conventjons 
6th noor, Vandana, 11. T(^toy Mara, 
New Delhi 110 001 Tel 344225 
Cable: AIR-INDIA 








You host it. Well organise it. 


MsmMMnsi CcnoMi 





EXCLUSIVE/Kuloip Nayar 



II ill pity that 
dttplta the fact 
that American 
and European 
countries are 
signatories to 
the UNESCO 
convention ol 
1970 aimed at 
corblngtha 
smuggling of art 
oh|acts, they are 
most girilty of 
moouraglflo idol 


Indian Antiques Go West 

S outh Indian bronze idols, antiques. A few years agu DnujiUa Bun 
particularly of the Chois period, are expert, alleged (hat the idol of Naiaraj 
on (he top uf the list of antique Ahivapuram temple was a fokc an 
smuaglers. Thieves pass (hem on to genuine one was abroad. This hIIvi 


S outh Indian bronze idols, 
particularly of ihe Choi a period, are 
on (he top uf the list of antique 
smugglers. Thieves pass (hem on to 
receivers in Bombay. Delhi, Madras or 
Calcutta, who in turn ship them out of India 
after acquiring by cheating or bribery, 
certificates saying thui they are not 
antiques, and so can be exported. 

Doubts have been raised about (h« way 
(he certificates are being issued, and the 
Tamil Nadu direciur general of police has 
suggested to New Delhi that photographs of 
South Indian bronze idols, which are to be 
exported, should be sent for a second check 
to the Tamil Nadu director of Archaeology in 
Madras. He has also proposed that police 
officers of the rank of sub>in$pec(or and 
above should be empowered to take action. 

The Ans and Antiques Control Act 1972. 
authorises only officers of the 
archaeological depanment to take action, 
and New Delhi does not think that more 
specific powers are necessary foi police 
officers as they can at any time seise 
property suspected to have been stolen and 
arrext whoever possesses ii. “Whether a 
particular item is an antique or not.** the 
Tamil Nadu DGP has been advised, “is a 
technical question which can best be 
decided by (he experts.** 

There is merit, of course, in the suggestion 
for a second check, but what the Centra] 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) proposed 
some time back seems to be more sensible. 
The CBl's proposal was lo have a 
comprehensive, computensed data bank, 
with details of idols and the temples where 
they are, along with those of idol thieves and 
receivers for ready reference. But before 
collecting this informeiion. the CBf should 
find out what happened to similar data 
collected a few years ago. Owners of 
antiques more than 100 years old and of 
manuscripts more chan 73 years old had then 
filled in long forms and submitted them with 
photographs. Apparently, they have not 
been properly collected. The CBI has a 
division to cuordinaie offences involving 
“culture** property, including idols. But the 
information submitted by antique collectors 
never reached the CBI. 

That may be the reason why the S0,0W art 
pieces smuggled from India is the last 
decade as stated in a UNESCO report, have 
remained more or less untraced. According 
to the report^ of the Archaelogical Survey of 
India lodged with the police, S,0S0 atatuei 
were stolen during a period <d three yean; 
that means m average of 1.000 a year, about 
three pfecesTa day. 

In fact, many thefts tn aot reported; 
Indeed, many are not even nocked as ikieves 
often put rcplicM io place of iloloa 


antiques. A few years agu Douglas Burrei, an 
expert, alleged (hat the idol of Naiarej at ihe 
Ahivapuram temple was a fokc and the 
genuine one was abroad. This Hllvgaiioii 
turned oui to be true. The real idol, 
three-and a half feel high and weighing 50 
kg. is at (he Norton Simon Koundation 
Museum in Arnerue. It Is strange how it was 
smuggled abroad. A five*me(al idol from the 
Ishwaran lempie in Tamil Nadu and several 
idols of Natal aj have made their way to the 
Texas Museum. Sculptural paneU from two 
temples known for their exotic an*, one in 
Madhya Pradesh and the other in 
Karnataka, have been cut and presumably 
smuggled abroad. Recently sume gifts 
received from Dr Rajendra Prasad. India's 
firsr President, kept at the Patna Museum, 
were stolen. These include a gold sword, ■ 
gold medal and gold plated images. 

Practically all museums abroad^ 
particularly (hose in the US, seem to have 
acquired antiques stolen from India. The 
Mithun idol from Orissa is in Philadelphia 



Aa Ml aa i ary bran sitrfaci 

Museum; there are Jain idols and Slrpur 
Tara at the Los Angeles Country Museum, 
(he 12 Cupta period memorials of 
Thaneshwar near Udampur are in (he 
London Museum; the Buddha's hand 
removed from Mathura is in a museum in 
SwUz^iland and Baroda's Sun statue is at 
the Frankfurt museum. 

As ihe DGP of Tamil Nadu has suggested, 
comprehensive legislation similar to 
COFEI^A needs to be formulated to check 
rhe smuggling of antiques from India' The 
CBI has argued that the Antiquities and Art 
Treasuies Act, 1972, does regulate the 
export trade in an treasures and provide for 
the prevention of fradulent dealings In 
antiques. But it is obvious that somethin! 
more eflective is needed. 

It is a pity (hat despite the fact , that 
American and European' couhtrits are 
'signaiories to the UNESCO convention of 
1970 aimed ui curbing the snuggling of art 
objgctt. they are most guilty of encouraging 
Mol HRugglers. 





OPINION 



Modest Ambitions 

T 'hv Ambitions of NTR <27 Janu¬ 
ary—2 February *SS) are modefC 
anil devoid of <eJfishness. Unlike 
ffiu&t pulitician!>< NTR ioined puUrica 
%u ihaf he could serve the people of 
his scale' 1 am ^ure that he will suide 
the nation in the right direction if he 
comes to power at the centre. 
Dehtprasad Panda. Patna 

e The people uf Andhra Pradesh 
have full confidence in NTR. NTR, on 
hi» pan, has been successful to a 
larpe evtent in Jemnving the evili 
plaguing Hocietv and providini relief 
to the poor hy initiating a number of 
welfare schemes. 

6.N. Bose, Jamshedpur 

• Ever sinco NTR came to power in 
Andhra Pj,idesh. regionalism has 
eaten into the minds of the people of 
the state. Result: they have bMn 
alienated from the national main¬ 
stream Moreover, Che'numerous wel¬ 
fare schemes initialed by the govern¬ 
ment is only a cover to hide the 
adminisirarive failures of the NTR 
administration. The poor have be¬ 
come poorer under the present gov¬ 
ernment. The people of India should 
nut lie misguided by yet another NTT^ 
gimmick: the Bharat Desem 
r Paveni. Visekhapatnam 

e [ was surprised to learn that NTR it 
trying to bring the opposition parties 
together throu^ the Bharet Desam. 
But I wonder how parties with diffe¬ 
rent outlooks and conflicting ideolo¬ 
gies can stay together for long. NTR. 
it seem«. has learnt nothing from the 
failure of the Janata experiment. 

K. Kumars Sekhar. Ehau (AP> 

• There is nothing wrong with NTR's 
decision to launch a national party, 
but its structure as conceived ^ the 
leader will certainly make it vulner¬ 
able' A federation of various regional 
parties cannot hold together for long. 
At least this is what the Janata 
experiment has taught us. 

T V S Murrhy, Guntur 

a 1'hc‘ idea uf launching the Bharat 
reminds me of the Janata 
I’aiiv. allies with different ideolo- 
gie^ cnmiiig Together fur the sake of 
grabing power can never steer a 
country towards prosperity, 
r. Piilai, Ahmedabad 

• Kutty's cartoon rContenrs) depict¬ 
ing NTR*s bid to rescue the opposi¬ 
tion was a masterpiece 
P. Afj'Sr/jrnanj. Salem 



* AmimjjmsJ 


Why Ban the Akalis? 

B anning the Akali Dal it not the 
answer to the Punjab problem 
f Should the A kalis be Banned^ 20— 
26 January *B$). It will alienate the 
Sikhs further. If a party serves the 
interests of a particular community 
without harming others. I see no 
reason why it should be banned- The 
present government should opt for- 
reconciliaclon with the Sikhs rather 
than confrontation. 

Akktraju Nataraj, Hyderabad 

a The Akali Dal should be banned 
only if it is established beyond doubt 
that it is communal by nature. The 
Punjab problem retfuires a more 
sympathetic approach and such 
arbitrary decisions will only serve to 
alienate the Sikhs.. 

P. Goyiitd, New DeUu 


Ambiguous 


I I is not very clear from Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan*s interview <7 
Have Miaed Fact With FlctJoo,' 20— 
26 January *85) whether the director 
is trying to ridicule the Communists 
or the anU'ConuDunists in Mukha- 
mukham. Or. is be trying to criticise 
the entire political set-up? 

Muyyam Rajan, Slngrauii (MFt 

a In my opinion Sreedhamn, the 
hero of Mukhamukham, represents 
all men wnh revolutionary teal who 
lack moral courage. 

JM. Hasan. Mastartdam 


Intelligence Failure 


T he Enemies of the State (27 Janu¬ 
ary—2 February *6S) should be 
immediately brought to book. The 
intelligence set up in our country has 
always failed whenavar the country 
has faced a crisis. I wonder how a spy 
ring operated for so many years. 
Moreover, nowadays the bureaucra¬ 
cy IS full of officers who are willing to 
do anything for money. Rajiv Gandhi 
should first cleanse the government 
of such officers. 

Mrinai Kana Kundu, Belur (WB) 

a Shubhabraia Bhatucharya's ape- 
cul report on the spy scandal wai 
eahaustive. The article was success¬ 
ful in pinpointing responsibilities. 
Subhas Dvtta, Ranchi 

• The spy scandal is undoubtadly 
one of the biggest of its kind m the 
history of independent India. It is 
also one of the biggest intelligence 
failures. The assassination of Indira 
Gandhi had exposed how ineffective 
I our intelligence wing was. The entire 
I set up should be reorganised if we 
are to save this country from foralgn 
forces. 

Debasts Roy. Vijayawada 

_ Not True _ 

I n the article. Assam: Solution 
Ahead? (20-26 January '6S). 
Seema Guha is all praise for Assam 
chief minister Hiteshwar Saikia for 
successfully steering the state out of 
a major social and political crisis. But 
this not true. More than anyone else, 
the AASU and the AAC8P them¬ 
selves are responsible for the death 
of the movement against foreign 
nationels. People shied eway from 
the student activists since, with the 
passage of time, the movement took 
on a communal colour. Mr Saikia 
cannot demand credit for killing the 
movement. 

Mifab Laskar, SUchar 

a Id her report on Assam, Seema 
Guha has written that the CM of 
Assam, Hiteswar Seikia, has won the 
goodwill of the people of Assam by 
drawing more funds from the centre 
to the state. But who have benefited 
from these funds? The chosen few of 
Hiteswar Saikia. Moreover, Mr 
Saikia is runiiing the state without 
the support of people. In eouii* 
vtDce with the centre m is behaving 
like a dictaror. 

S.C Malakar, MargfieHct (Ataam). 
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K huihwftnt Singh's suggestion for 
punishments To Fit the Crime 
(Gossip Sweet end Sour, 20*26 Janu¬ 
ary *6S) does nM cake account of the 
fact that the criminal is also part of 
our society and should be uven a 
chance to reform. If he Is subjected 
to public lashings and is ostracised, ti 
will compel him to continue his cri* 
minal activities. Administering crii^ 
piing drugs to criminals are still 
worse. Latest studies show that such 
drugs have dangerous side-effects 
that are transmitted to the next gen¬ 
eration. That maacis the criminal's 
offspring will have to pay the prica 
for no fault of theirs. 

Perthe Serethi Betshye, Cekutte 

• Punishment for murder should be 
death by hanging. The convict’s earn¬ 
ings should go for the maintenance of 
the prison. Punishment for rape 
should neither be castration nor 
drugs. Seventy lashes in public is an 
apt punishment. Antabuse is a good 
drug for alcoholics and the sale of 
alcMol should be banned. 

Aana Zefer, Cekutte 

• We cannot root out a disease by 
treating the symptoms. So castration 
and death sentences will not help. 
What criminals need Is a healing 
touch. The punishments like drug* 

f ing as suggested by Mr Singh are 
ike those the m^ieval ages. A 
criminal whose sex drive is de¬ 
creased by drugging can still harm 
women. Only attempts at reforming 
will help in the long run. 

5. Kam Mohen, Vijayawada 

• Parliament should discuss the 
novel penal measures suggested by 
Khushwant Singh. 

D. Maauei Reddy, VjsakhapatnaAr 

e Khushwant Singh's suggestions are 
welcome. But why didn't Mr Singh 
suggest puntshmenti for women who 
rape men. Foreign newspapers fre¬ 
quently carry such reports. Removal 
of one or both the breasts, depending 
on the cruelty of the crime, will be an 
appropriate punishment. 

V.M Narayanswamy, Madras 

* Mr Sin^ should persuade his fami¬ 
ly members to experiment with Anta¬ 
buse on him. It «^1 save him and all 
his readers a of trouble and 

haanbura. 

Kaneilal Iliarta, BarraeJepore 

• The police say: once a criminal, 
•Iwiyi a criaiD^ Putting them be¬ 
hind bera and feeding them is a 
wavta of national resources. So, life 


Crime and Punishment 


impnsonmenc should be changed to 
death sentence. Islamic law—an eye 
for an eye->can, perhaps, control 
those who cause b^ily injuries. Ster- 
slisatioQ IS an appropriate punish¬ 
ment for child abuse and attempted j 
rape. Smoking should also be treated j 
at par with drinking. 

M J. Edwards. BangaJore 

a Most of the punishments suggested 
by Khushwant Singh are apt. But 
reducing t he seiua I urge of a rapist is 
not proper. 

P. RajesH. Durg 
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• While suggesting drugs as a mode 
of punishment for sexual offenders. 
Mr Singh has ignored the social life 
the criminal will lead after he has 
been punished. Drugs have bad side 
effects which can be transmitted to 
the family of the crirainaJ. 

Sanjey Rath. Khariaguda (Orissa) 

• By emasculating a person with 
dru^ we not only punish him for life 
but also his wife and family.-Khusb- 
want Singh is wrong in saying that 
the enlargement of the male breast is 
'^no great calamity." These drugs 
increase the chances of caacer in the 
male breast and can aggravate a 
benign tumour. They can cause fatal 
complications if the person happens 
to be suffering from heart, liver or 
renal disorders. Medical Kience, 
moreover, should not be used to 
ham anyone. It is against fii^ical 
ethics. The Med/cai Litany tayi: 
"from puffing koowiedgo before wi> 


dom/Srrence he/ore art/i'hvfrness 
before common seiine/Good Lord, de- 
fiver us." 

Dr Shuba D. Priya. Tuticoriu 

a As a young college girl whti travels 
by bus everyday, I know fully well 
the problems girls have to face. But 
even then, I shudder to think of the 
types of punishment that Khushwant 
Singh suggests. Pray fur Cud's sake, 
don't revive those medieval punish¬ 
ments. It is much more painful for us 
to see those horrible sights uf public 
flogging and castration and amputa¬ 
tion of limbs, etc . than for criminals 
\ 10 bear them. Such punishmeiitn will 
I only complicate matters. Muvi crimes 
L ere committed in a nudden fit of 
[ emotion and su the punishment 
r should nut cause any permanent 
? damage. 

Ntte Ghosh, New Delhi 

a The punishments suggested by Mr 
Singh for sexual crimes are noi ai all 
appropriate because sexuul uige ii 
not the only cauae of rape. If sexual 
urge forces one to rape, why uien't 
women raping men? It is the male's 
dominant attitude that leads him to 
such acts. If he is castrated, his urge 
, for domination will find some other 
outlet. Despite all the punishments, 
crime is on the rive. The rout of such 
crimes should be discovered und re¬ 
medied. 

J. Venketeshwar Ran, WarmigaifAPf 

e Khushwant Singh's remedies to re¬ 
duce incidence of enme is yet 
' another of his incongruous antics. It 
is preposterous to suggest confisca- 
I tion of the personal property uf a 
criminal and pass on the same* tn the 
family of the victim. Hnw could the 
family members of the cTiminal he 
responsible for his acts? Such unwise 
and unjust steps would jeopardise the 
very foundations uf a developing 
community. His other suggestions 
I are not even worth considering. 
N.S. Sarnik, BhiJai 

• Drugs cause permnneni damage to 
the human body and as such I am 
against Mr Singh's suggestions. 

I Mnxiaf Burefwan 

I • The puDislimeiiiv which Khush- 
want Singh talks of h prevalent in 
I the Arab countries but it will nut 
! work in a democratic countrv like 
India. A rapist or a drunkaid should 
not be punished by drugs. Punish¬ 
ment should be aimed at reformation 
and not maiming of the body. 

M. Anvathagun. New Delhi 
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The Decline of Indian Cricket 


T h« huckitround co the revently* 
concluded contest is worth mention¬ 
ing The West Indies had mauled 
India and the Australians had beaten 
her cnflcJusively in a senes id une*day 
garnet. The same West Indies had battered 
Kngland into humiliation with an unpre* 
cedented victory. When David Gower 

arrived, the bruises ttili showed and both 
tides as indeed iKttb captains, were intent on 
rehabilitation their reputation. To tome ex¬ 
tent Gower succeeded, but Sunil Gavatkar 
did not, and inevirablv people be^an to 
propound theli various fhc*<iriet regretting 
the decline of Indian cricket. After all 
Gavasku had mil lost a senes ut home, but it 
was furitoiicn thul most of Gavaskar's wim 
had been against teams which had ti^ffered 
whoJetale dvl'cvtinnsio Kerry PackvrsWorld 
Seriet Cricket. Alto to suggest that there 
wag a decime was to assume that there had 
been a gradual incline This was plain non* 
sen^ fui this has never been the case in 
Indian cricket. There have hecn great indi¬ 
viduals in thv past, as there are at present, 
from C K Nayudu through Vinoo Mankad, 
Subesh Gupte, Vijjy HJiare, the three great 
spinners of the Sixties end early Seventies, 
to C, R. Viswanath. Gavaskar. Kapil Dev, 
and now hopefully Mohammad Arharuddin, 
but rarely if ever had they combined to 
make a composite team which could produce 
consistent performances over a period of 
years. 

In the bad old days, if one is to believe 
senior cricketers, the infighting was vicious, 
catches were actualK dropped on tmrpose 
end players spent more timeMachiavellan 
schemes than playing cricket. The board 
also got into the act by appointing and 
dropping ciipiains on vague whims and fan- 
cies. Someume in the laie Fifties, matters 
improved when the player* realist that if 
personal differenreuwen kept uff the field 
there was a better chance to win. and 
winning brought longer lasting benefits. 
Yet, India rarely won because never and at 
the seme time was she strung in all depart* 
ments of the game When a Vijay Merchant 
ot Gavaskar was flourishing, the middle 
order was brittle; when India had world 
ciasa spinners, there were no opening bow¬ 
lers. And when Kapil Dev eventually turned 
up. Che spinners had gone. Now Sivaramak- 
riehnan has tr.ken wickets but Kapil can 
now only average two wickets per match. 

This in effect has meant that in Test 
cricket (till Sri l.anka was given full mem- 
berahip) India has been contesting for the 
hottom place with New Zealand, 'nspite of 
pcoducicig a far larger number of gutlitv 
playere Ofcotirse, there have been moment's 
of triumph, throe successive wins, of which 
two were abroad, when Ajit Wadekar was 
Oiptiin. And while the country was basking 


Gavaskar was 
the greatest, and 
while no one 
doubted this it‘s 
strange that only 
some Bombay 
players paid him 
sycophanlic 
homage. 

Perhaps the 
olhers were 
jealous but no 
matter how hard 
he tried many 
cricketers from 
elsewhere were 
unable to give 
him their hill 
trust. 


in the glory of a self-styled world champion. 
Wadekar knew better and organised his 
benefit before India was bowled out for 42 
and he had announced his reiirement. 

India, against odds guoted at more chan 
$00 to 1, won the World Cup, and once again 
the route from Santa Crut to the Bombay 
Cricket Association office was crammed 
with people waiting for a glimpse of their 
heroes. This lasted till the West Indies 
descended like a wolf on the fold, and while 
their cohorts may not have gleamed, their 
pearly white teeth certainly did. as they 
systematically butchered the bowling and 
took their revenge. All India did was to 
change captains, and hope for further mira¬ 
cles. 

Gavaskar has had more influence on India 
cricket than any other captain. There are not 
many whi> are prepared to argue with 30 
centuries and gsOOO runs. During his first 
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tenure and quite by accident the more 
important posts, including three members of 
the selection committee belonged to Mahar- 
' ashtra. At the same time the North was 
emerging from a long sleep and producing 
cricketers who could compete with the best 
in Bombay. (Previously this had been the 
privilege of the south) and when players 
like Suiu Navak were, prefered to one of 
their own, the north felt slighted enough to 
make a concerted move to have Gavaskar 
removed. The plan was iU<onceived for the 
north had only Kapil Dev to offer, and 
though enough pressure was brought to 
bear, for the plan to succeed, it became 
apparent vary soon that Kapil Dev was not 
captaincy matarial no matter how fine a soul 
he may have been. Back came Gavaskar, ajid 
this time certain new aspects which hid 
crept into Indian cricket became mora appt*. 

rent. 
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m on«y was one of them. Prise money 
came into the game about 16 years ago, 
and It was at a team gathering that Wadekar 
suggested that it be shared. Nobody ob* 
jecced, least of all the captain, who had to 
spend two years and twice the amount that 
he had won. in legal fees to convince the 
income tax department that this be treated 
9S Incidental income of an amateur or an 
outright gift and that income tax did not 
apply. Gradually and as TV caught on^ihose 
wishing to advertise themselves or their 
products began to offer substantia] amounts. 
I suppose the players got a kick appearing 
on TV offering envelopes stuffed with cash. 
The players had become loo wise to accept 
cheques. As each one received his due he 
handed it over to a player. Usually it was 
Vankataraghavan when he was in ihe team 
(not only because he was honest, but be had 
the knack of dividing thousands by any 
number and arriving at an even figure). 
After the prise distribution was over each 
player would collect his share and go home. 
So far so good. 

But then Gavaskar opened up entire new 
vistas of making money. He had noticed how 
cricketers once out of the limelight were 
actually shunned by the same people who 
had fussed over them, fought for ihe plea- 
sure of inviting them home and queued to 
have photographs taken with them. In Bom 
bay only money seemed to matter, and there 
was more than one way to make it. Gavaskar 
found them all. Advertising, film producing 
(this may have been for a lark), writing 
articles (on the same match but for different 
publications), taking a fee for organising 
cnatcheSi writing instant books, which were 
spiced to sell better, appearance money (one 
paid for the pleasure of entertaining the 
team) and signing contracts with the manu¬ 
facturers of sports equipment. He became 
the first Indian millionaire through cricket, 
rich enough to buy a flat in central Bombav. 
In a capitalist cricketing country he would 
have been considered a financial genius. In 
India they began to call him a mercenary, 
and within the team he became the envy of 
some who felt that their contribution to 
Indian cricket was not being fully appreci 
ated. Why should Gavaskar hog all the 
publicity as well as the money? The answer 
was simple: he had reached those dizzy 
heights to which no Indian cricketer in his 
right mind would even dream of aspiring. As 
importantly he wes articulate where others 
were dumb, he was controversial where 
others dared not to be, he could even be 
witty, and this made him ideal material for 
the media and the advertiser. 

GavacUar was the greatest, and while no 
one doubted this, it is strange that only some 
Bombay players paid him sycophantic hom¬ 
age. Perhaps the others were jealous but no 
matter how hard he cried, many cricketers 
from, elsewhere were unable to give him 
their full crust (Dilip Doshi is an example). 
TiMry felt that Gavaskar stood for Gavaskar 
though he had often clashed with authority 
for the benefit of his team. Had he not 
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managed to organise the first benefit match 
m Sharjah for himself which had netted him 
US dollars SO.OUO? Further, wab nui the 
second beneficiary in the same w»r hic own 
uncle, now richer by another few thousand 
dollars? Was it not due lo him that the 
unsavoury aspect of writing books question, 
ing the integrity of his own team meml>ers 
come inio the game? And was it not entirely 
his doing that Kapil Dev was disciplined at 
New Delhi? The public believe^ this implicit, 
ly bu: the Indian public sees what it wums to 
see and an Indian captain muM not only 
captain but be seen to captain. Gavaskar 
inspite of alt advantages hasnoi managed to 
project an all India image And remarks like 
*T]i never play in Cakutia'' or batting 
left-handed ai Madras have not helped. Nur 
has the quest for money been without mis 
underfundings, w’hich have ui tunes re¬ 
flected in the performance of the team. 

A< soon as India lost to an ordinary 
English side there was a cry fur anoiher 
captain, but who wants to head a losing 
proposition? The odds in Australia are tar 
from favourable and Indian crkkei is no 
more advanced than ii was a generation ago. 
As such It does not matter if Gavaskar and 
his team lose. The fault does not lie in the 
player alone, but in the system which has 
never produced consistency. And what ah- 
mil Gavaskar him^lf? Soon after retire¬ 
ment. the same public which ha< been critic¬ 
al. will remember only his great deeds. 
Twenty years from now he will he a hero, far 
latter than C.K. Nayudu or Vinoo Mankad. 
In (he meanwhile ^ has secured himself 
and his family, which has not been the case 
with many other Indian cncketers. He may 
not di ive to work in i Mercedes hut no one is 
ever going to shun him. 
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Don Azharuddin 


A new star on (Ik? Inditm rrirJcnt homnn 


Imi A/hjru<l 

\u\ mhicwd ijn liv 
UQiiRod not tkom Ills 
HiMVs hill I he el hit on 

Hydi'i'ubail in umeul VVhrii ilii> 
correKpnnilviii. ;ilten lodk-Liiv. si(>|»> 
peiJ M Nui.iv«nii:tnl.i .nut slonlv le- 

cited. lo lilt ... ten 

dur with ii tcmiuiiMiY si.dl ih«*i4'. the 
rc|>lv WHS rcntiihve 

nddiv.ss JO iiu iHui ihnr inusi 

bv xonu* iKhlr* 

With my iilcMUphii Jes^riinioiis 
of the dvstiM.ilion iiuiic in.uletjunti*. I 
hud an 01 It If nv "Uo 
AahmiidiJiii k.thuii r.i/iM /i.n l Where 
does (he ciukeler Azlinniddift 
xfinK" J asked 

'‘To ttiso fxdo 04. »>.hiU Aii«i ko 
bpio Vift^lwdi/ihWiihjnkiH 
6hi fKiihchd ye prnrch A*/m (Whv 


didiri you say so? Tell ihe auic« 
ijckshaw to no to Virialwadi, Ask any 
child then*),** 

Iruees of Atharuddin's remark* 
•ihle .ichievemcnf were evident en 
loiiie Oiiiside a Stale Bank of India 
hi .inch was a banner '‘CnAp’aiula* 
lions lo Mobil. Aihuruddin " 

li WiiN no |>roblem finding his 
iiuuM*. Ii had In be the one with a 
crowd oiusulv. Bui Azharuddin was 
iioi jr home (hai eveninft. lie had 
Konc* i(» a funcluin orftanised by an 
hshibiiiim Society in his honour, his 
hiiHhei said I wouJd he hack again 
iiexl moiniiiK ai 10 am. I inform^. I 
leli a iKirv. On an afterthought the 
lime foi the apiuiinrmeni was pre* 
|)iiii(tl to 9 am. 

K Kelmiarv. Ai III minuics past 
vighi o'clock in the morninc I wa« 


standing outside Azharuddin's 
house. Wnh apprukimately fifty peo¬ 
ple vraiting outside with reguesu 
ranging fnrm “Bk aurnKiaph has" 
*'Oiir phoiu with vou please” to ^Hap- 
|iy binhday. We brought this garland 
for you. ’ Add Ki that two policemen 
who kept a iKmign vigil. 

Inside his huuse in an ame-room' 
as one could call it. sat a few new8< 
men, four phoiugruphei''. five of the 
lus’al TV crew iind well wishers. Sir 
ling space was out of the queidion. 

At am, Azharuddin. thundur 
pyjumii clad made his appearance. 
He was 22 that day. The cruwd 
surged forward. While Aihar's lather 
and rauMO tried to keep the well* 
mientioiied crowd at bav with inter 
rtuiieni cries ul *Une please, line 
please.^ garlands were offered. 


lUNMv H ZfKvd.k iM* 








sweets thrust forward, cameramen 
clicked end schoolgirls shyly pre¬ 
sented their exercise books for an 
expansive scrawl. Finally. Asharud- 
din ducked, weaved, apologised and 
was lost into one of the inner rooms. 

But even this was mild in compari¬ 
son (o the reception accorded tu htm 
when he arrived in Hyderabad The 
crowd went berserk at the airport. 

My memories of Asharuddin go 
hack to Jamshedpur la^t year. West 
Zone were playing South Zone and 
Azhuruddin's Innings on the third 
day breathed some life back into a 
game which had by then gor>e bt*yond 
South’s grasp. Axhar made 72 with 
the ease of n vacationing employee 
and was out not too lung after he had 
gone in. 

The last I saw of him aflordetl an 
insight into the stuff hi* was made of. 
We had got ourselves into an ani- 
murvd cuciversaiion on the game; we 
comprised Duljit Snigli. a few South 
Ziniu plovers and ioui>i<iljsts. A/hai 
sal in a conier cjuiet. hr.ut buried 
iiiio u copy of thn Son magazine 
Kiges flipped, the magannv wa« 
finished bur apparentIv Azhai would 
lurii back and start afresh. He sat 
secluded in I hat comer as it in a form 
of eutniced detachment and spoke 
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not a word. Finally, when line of bis 
depanure back to Hyderabad by a 
train that evening had drawn near, 
he got up, went to each one. whether 
he was acquainted with that person 
or not, shook him by the hand, nod¬ 
ded his bead as a substitute for a 
greeting and then was gone. Typical 
inttuven. The next one saw him was 
at Calcutta. 

Azheruddln exhibited, as he had 
that evening in Jamshedpur, that he 
piwsessed most of the attributes of 
greatness. He played the ball late, 
almost posthumously, rolled his 
wrists over, be also played as straight 
and close tu the body as was possible. 

From a basic adherence lo the 
texib<H*k. Asharuddin improvised, 
there was this sweep shot at Madras. 
Kdmunds pitched it outside the (eg 
stump mid slightly short of a length. 
A/hap tiMik a step or rwo down ihe 
wicket, tuok his bat in a circulei arc 
Itehind him. and once with ihe hack- 
lift completed, brought the her down 
vertually. noi horitontally. with the 
face id the blade '‘open*’ tu the 
wicketkeeper. The impact was made 
the moment the ball pitched: the 
timing was perfect and the shot whis¬ 
tled past Downton^uii-iware .bn four 
Noted ennV Robin Marlar wrote m ' 


his column in The .S^iin day Times' 
“People ask you to define T>erfeciu)]i 
in spurt Tins wa» it '' Lala Amarnath 
was tempted tu place the boy beside 
Denis Compiun. His strokes were 
shown among the highlights of the 
news over national hookup that even¬ 
ing. Two weeks later, his century at 
Kanpur and i he consequent record of 
hundreds in the first three Tests uf 
one's career was the lead item on the 
newscast. The recall by France of 
(heir envoy to India was second. 
What a way to start a Ten careerf 

Azhaiuddin has endeared himself 
to the millions. The other day he was 
Invited to his old school and pre- 
senredwithRs 10.000 for hU achieve¬ 
ments. Without d thought. Ashar 
gave half tif It right back in memory 
uf his grandfather A fine, modest 
man Azharuddin. His anmiors from 
the maternal side came from 
Bukhara iTrail} lu pnn Aurangzeb's 
army. 

That reminds one of a juke. Azhar* 
uddin found an interested listener, in 
a British joiirnaJisi while hespnkeuf 
his grandmother from Scotland, 
Azharuddin kepi a straight face fur 
that one. 

MMar Miwye. 
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W«» cant Ijsi aI) rts foarnn^s We ran only 
whe^ your appetite for ittore 

Ta>:e the Sony TT FX44 Casaefte Deck 
Jt employs the Dolby C -lojse reduchon 
system 00“When the best Indian decks 
have fusi about graduaied rp Dolby B DO* 
The Silence speaks' 

Tti^ Sony TA'AX44 Amplifier gives you 
240 wa't:* □( lom peak mu'^ic* power 
It tefNc^s harmonif* di«wt'ien le 0 n08®b - 

when <'theT amiv iNtiiJ ho^pt ni o 0S%^' 


The 3 way SS SMO Sony SpMrtkA i System 
bnnos you 'live perfcynvaire* guabiy 
“Hiese are theenly speaker^ ui Wb with 
solid state iweeiets for hiah fr<*gucncv 
response 

And now fm iltc hrsi time youve^a 
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manularruiing tacilitien ihat Sony wu 
inipiessed by 

Bui alao because Orson has the same 
Altitude >0wards quahiv as Sony 

So now you can gei the best witbmi 
leaving home 

Tkm^Soay. 

T)m MM tke world tmit. 
AadOnoo. 

ThenoMSoay trulft. ^ 

ORSON i 


OKSOK EL E CnOWICS LAOTED 

fee^ceaJ OfBce: ARfAntA BMrkbay KedBma'v.n tombay 400021 Tel 224006224146 

liUarMlUeisMiOfRei: Vre 4innov 47 AnriMlai Wore ODD 0C2 Tel a40$71/049039 
New DelM ReetoaeJ OCRm: : ^ O' mrmjcinv: >nrr* Basarv lok Vasan* VMi New Mis 110057 Tal.6?35JM?9493 
Ceiceta feaftaaal Ottce: ^ W'vvINa!'fkwd CalojRn TOO CCT T*r 433743. 


* C *NT*ew0Pw< iwWwa wawmnw e 
ewfev WMmtIw ' •M.itfW OWwtWM 











COVER STORY 


*lt Was Pray and Play* 

Mohammed Azharuddln (old Si wday 


. Quite suddenW you art at 
che centre of all attention, A 
couple of months ago howev¬ 
er, your presence had nor 
been greatly noticed. How has life 
changed for you? 

A: Well take today (B February) as 
an example 1 woke up at S.Sb am to 
say my prayers. Ac about 7 am people 
started queueing up outside with 
garlands and for autographs. After 
chat was done with chare ware e 
couple of intcrviaws to new&inerv 
around 8.30 am and an interview to 
Che local television centre around 10 
am. Alter that I went to my school as 
they had organised a function to 
feliciiace me. Following that, I went 
to the mosque to offer my Friday 
prayers at one o'clock. Once chat was 
over I had to attend an official func* 
cion by the AP Legislative Council 
organised by Mukassir Shah. Once 
that had linishad I was Invited to 
attend another function quite close 
by Then 1 was invited to another at 
.. 1 rnci'c remember which place U 
was (smiles sheepjs/iiy). After that I 
came straight home as it is my birth¬ 
day and vrt had some ceremonies to 
be observed. We also had a lot of 
people coming home. Yesterday ail 
this continued up to midnight. It is 
9.20 pm now and I es^ct that jt 
should also continue to about mid* 
night tonight. In fact, 1 have been 
extremely busy for the last few days. 
Moreover, I ^ppnot now walk freely 
in oiy own locality. Td be mobb^. 


Q: You had Seen appointed as a clerk 
in a bank in recognition of your 
sporting achievements. What work 
did you exacriy do there? 

At My work was only limited to the 
edministrttive side of things, no 
tratoactions were involved. I was in 
the recruitment board and had to> 
merely check certain forma, titat was 
all. 

Q: You have been promoted to the 
level of a junior officer now. What 
work will be eapected of you now? 
A: I wouldn't know as I shall ioin only 
after coming back from AusiraUa. At 
present I am on special leave. 

Q: At the Stan of the season you were 
just one of the aspirants for a berth 
in the Test team. You were not 
sefecred for the tour of Pakistan. 

A: Yes, but I did not feel anything 
about It. Perhaps, I was not consi> 
dered good enough to make it. On an 
afterthought I would say 1 expected 
that 1 mi^i have got through but 
when the team was announced I was 
not really disappointed that my 
name was not in the tounng side. 
Q: You must have, at the start of this 
season, made a menraf plan for your¬ 
self. Did you feel that if you managed 
to play even one Test this season you 
would bava made considerable prctf- 
ress? 

A: Yes, 1 did want to grab whatever 
chance came my way. I would have 
been satisfied had I been told In 
advance that 1 would play in at least 
one Test in the series. 1 was however 


psychologically prepared to make 
the most of that solitary appearance 
and be selected again! 

Q: Now that you have scored three 
hundreds in your first three Tests, 
don't you feel that your eebiere* 
menrs have far outstripped your ex¬ 
pectations? 

A; 1 do feel (hat. The credit for that, 
of course, goes to God. Moreover, 
part of the credit gc»es also to the 
people nf Hyderabad for their bles¬ 
sings and folks all over in India. 

Q: You mentioned God, How often do 
you ijj voke brs blessings? 

A: I am a Sunni Muslim and pray five 
tims a day even on tours. While 
touring I make it known to my rooc^* 
mate (hat I would be getting up at 
vound 5.30 am In the mornings and 
praying. Nobody has had any objec. 
tions till now. 

Q: Whet about whan you art playing 
in a game? Don't you miss your 
afternoon prayers? 

I A: I do es often there are few faclli- 
r ties in the dressing rooms I make up 
f for That when I come back to the 
hotel 

Q: Coming now to something on 
cricket, after that 52 at Jaipt/r 
gainst England you expected to be 
in Che team playing the English at 
Ahmedabad. 

A; I did as the game was scheduled to 
be played between the English and 
(he under-2S Indian side. 1 had play¬ 
ed as pprt of this side in Zimbabwe, 
so I thought I cenainly had a good 
chance of being included again. But 
there were other problems apart 
from my inclusion. 1 had sustained a 
finger injury much before (hat game 
and had be«n out of touch. Also a 
cable from home just when I was 
ready to go in and bat made me 
extremely tense. 

Q: What cable? 

A: It had come from home and said 
that my grandfather was unwell. 1 
remembered his advice to me when 1 
took leave to attend the game. He 
had said that U I was destined to get 
a hundred I would. He had asked me 
to play my n:itur4l game. 

Q: How did you get the telegram? 
A: It was just before I went in to bat. 
1 was handed a folded cable and 
looking at it I had a feeling that 
things were not okay, chat something 
was certainly fishy. And there it was. 
1 had left my grandfather in i per¬ 
fectly fit condition and now he was 
seriously lU. My first reaction was of 
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Is Gavaskar iealociaof 




^por avar a dsctds Sunil Gamkar 
m was Indian cridcst. Ha «rw the 


m was Indian cridcat. Ha «rw the 
hm flfMkki batainaB In the world. 
.SM mm$ draattet Indian banmaa 
svsr< n muu and auccauful cap- 
tiia. Dd cha hoidar oi ioai about 
aaary bacilAf record in taoc crldiai. 
la tlw Mt‘<nd*miw world of Indian 
cri^ha|«'ba waa a phanomanon. 
Wltk laccitt came fane, fat 
pmijii^i and the adularkm and 
mmn of ailliona. lomathiai 
•hlak i^avaakar may wall have 
Ibr frantad. 

racantly. howavar. ehara 
bova bosft mere ruini than runa far 
yaoMkar. a pboaa which baa coib> 
diAad with tna riia of Mohammad 
Aabaraddia. Hia firtt seriaa baa 
boon la mainiftcant aa Gavaikar'a 
1971 tsar of tba Waai Indiea and be 
iMi iiddUy raplacad bit captain aa 
iha fifurt of eha laaia. Crkfcat- 
keaara all ovar tha country art 
alraa^ lintiif babiod Aahar. la 
Cavsabar miMinf hia atatwa aa a 
Maadab? And mora isportantly, 
boa bo doUboratoiy triad to pUo 
obataclaa in tba youiif aupaT'ttai^ 
way? 

Wtob Sanoaep Pacil dropped af¬ 
ar bU auiddal dUalsaaJ In tba loat 
Mbi taat. one placa in the rshidlt 
order was fscaat. It wea QavaalutrH 
pten to drop down tbe ordor. not to 
k a asaUanca of aability oa 
wsa tbs orUnal oacuaa. bet a find 
faia lowcbi hit faiherea with tha bet 
ware ceotloulai. Bur tba aaiectora. 
tba aso GemSor had ooce called 
Mara, atren^, end thli tkaa ri^f* 
tf opa ua d m ^en, Thii wet the 
rifbt cioM. they decided, a Mood a 


returning to Hyderabad midway 
through the game. But Ravi (Shastri] 
asked me not to vrorry and contacted 
the local assuciation if they In turn 
could contact my people at home. 
Maf bilkul sa harbara cava tha. 
Maine kaha ki mai jaara Ravi (1 was 
upset and I told Ravi that 1 wanted to 
go home) but he (Shastri) consoled 
me. There was also another reason* 
ing that should the worst have taken 
place I wuuid never he able to make 
it for the namaaze janaata and the 
other final rites. With all this having 
taken place in the background 1 
walked out to bat against England 
My mind was in Hyderabad. Wa& my 
grandfather alive or dead? 

Q: Whar was going ort in yaur mind 
when you waiired into bat.^ 

A: It was my grandfather'^ vision 
before mo. I couldn't think of any* 
thing eUo. Even at this prest*>H mo* 


promising youAg sriedMObh MM! 
Govsafcsr would bars to epta itp' 
inninti. A»d in wboi SM oIlM 
drssrieat toot aoKbso Is tpo^ 
history, only AdisruAAa IpiMjli* 
Again, sftm Gioiihir*! by i^ * 
sll*co»^tailisr sarty dkbriHdl bi 
ibe Indian firtt i aato ai ^ Viaip^ 
it was surprialngly 4anaimdiia>sbb 
replaced bis skiMsr at ebb battdii 
crease. Admins^. A^ar am tba 
own in form sad OsvMbar^ VsA* 


bay colleague DiUp VangTirsf lbs 
regular ooe^lrop bstoisn to tbe 
tide wea oot.butit wseostoAsbK^ 
fourth test iwBMgfc sod mass woa 
acuKber for owrt eicpsrtoMSd bM 
man, Hohinder Amsrascb wdis baa 
regidarly betted to tola pdestal 
number three petoctoe. Asm aiky 
w«s a yeuoa bstama puabed toe 

betting order lum So proiaet ss 
out-of-form semor bsteam»7 
When Aabmddln did pt hto 
third aad by isrhii'beet ooMmyee 
tbo secosd morato^ bia teiameiao 
applteded from cbe players'eocto- 
stire aa ^ crowds nm to a mee lo 
groot tbeir aew bore. Only too nw» 
who ought CO hove tod tot opvtoeae 
wsa very conspidoaaly abeent 
Siace Shrsooukritonga hod smi 
toe Es^iab aids udisn^ te tbeb 
doom durlog tooeo brlor Bomsofi 
of ot^boria at leo ab a j tow toisp 
had gone right tor toms, sad toto 
wss owe of tbe few. Tbs Cevmbar of 
oU. more a leader of a oaabsitoe, 
fightljig-6t team, toea of a arly 
buach of blgbly-talsmed todi- 
vidusis would have beta toe tost 
oa tbe bskeoy. lUi ttme fad tw 
fined 10 make an appesmKe. Wbm 


cnent I have a feeling that be is 
somewhere around here and is not 
dead. 

Q: Alter Sandeep PetU had failed in 
Bombey. did yw expect ro be chosen 
in his place for the Delhi Test? 

A: Not really. I thought that he would 
be given another chance. 


a * You were however rnefuded for 
the Calcutta Test. How did you 
gat the news of your lAcfusion? 

A: It was on tlw atomlng td the 
match. Sunnybhai (Gavaskar) came 
up to me and said, '^You are playing." 
I was on lop of the world. Firstly, 
because now 1 had been consider^ 
good enough to repreaant my country 
and secondly, because it wu the 
culmination of all tbe dreams of my 
child hood... ill ihosa years 1 had 
spent in Hyderabad working bard on 



toittstewewet 
H hoc aanihsr goto 
doAoMe, cnrfty fboa^ 
Atom, bstctai OR a M 




prevlaod S4 wm astotof'aMw 
faslnil aid ■■ irnilMlbl 
books all ever aSBk OKaiSmh 
himstof bad edmittod to«t<Mtotf 
sa FngHrtym sAd Jg. pltol'GW' 


SoatoMnseeM^tows 


reqoM aef tS? 
alkei to lack, bets 
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the pme with a distant vision of. 
playing in e Test for India, and now 
in a single moment they had come 
true. 

Q: Making one’s debut at Calcutta 
with a crowd of $0,000 at hand can 
easily be one of the trying experi¬ 
ences in the life of a endeeter. Were 
you not nervous when you walked in 
to tbet great roar of applause? 

A: Noi really. Let me tell you why. 
Once you are beccing in the middle 
there is really no excuse to take 
notice of the crowd. You have ahrays 
pt your head down. ^Ing to think 
what tbe bowler is going to do next, 
or when icending at the other end 
seeing bow the striker deals with 
each wl or waiting for a run to be 
taken. Tbe crowd, especislly when 
you are crylRg lo concemiate, is 
quite Imotstenal. 

Q: Yet a dehut is a debut Surety that 
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must tiBve beeft quit 0 >i»an 0 /ying? 
A: There’s en explMaiion for that 
too. 1 had played rttf entire lot of 
players on two t^revious occwiona: at 
Jaipur and Ahinedabad. I had also 
scored quite a few runs against them. 
$0 there was really no reason to be 
awed by the situation. 

Q: What happened when you went in 
for your first Test inttings? 

A: Dilip Vengsarkar was at the other 
end. He had a word vrith me. bringing 
to my notice that Edmonds wes ea* 
tracting turn from the wicket and 
that I should be careful. A bit later, 
Shastri came in and askad me how 
the wicket was belling. That pep* 
ped me up, 

Q: The second day me Test match 
was marred by rein. 

A: We played only about four overs 
on that morning end went in again. 
Since I batted we^ into the third day 
mind must have l^n the longest 
Innings in Test criwet by a debutant 
(Jeughsl 

Q: Your centiuy came on the third 
day. What was the first thei^ht that 
crossed your mtnd^ 

A: My grandfather's •yUig that I 
merely had to fur two months 
for everything to ga right. That even* 
ing I offered special prayers in my 
room—'shukrena’^nd thanked God 


for everything. Wv had a ^mall purtv 
in the captain's iot»m after that. 
Sunnybhai said. ’'Well done and I am 
sure that there will be many more to 
come.** Similarly, each of the players 
came up and congratulated me 
Q; The ftrst innings at Madras wa.s 
the vnfv occasion when ynti did not 
get a fifty. 

A; Unfortunately ii was at a time 
when I was just beginning lo get mv 
shots. 1 irted to play for a single, got 
the inside edge, the ball hii my padv 
and hit the stumps. I cursed myself. 
Q: Wher about the Mfcoxid innings? 
A: Even though 1 went in at a fairly 
critical stage 1 was not tense. I began 
getting all my shots. When eventual¬ 
ly 1 was out on the following morning 
1 fell that my best was not adequate 
in saving India. 

Q: The Kanpur eentun' got you your 
third in succession. But vou were on 
98 at the end of the first day. That 
must have surety been a good reason 
for you to be a bit e^'. 

A: Uiere was no tension really but 
everyone seemed to say *Bas. ab do 
run kame bain.’ (Only two more 
runs.) Kext morning 1 did get the 
runs and my first thought was of 
course, of I thanked him. But 1 
did net get my nms too enooihly. In 
fact, the 24 runs that 1 scored in the 


morning rook me almo^)! an hiiur*and- 
ahalf. 

Fviiple began comparing you to 
A j dm an and \'iv Hichjvds. 

A: I don’t think that <i would be right 
I have seen Viv Kichard^ hi feet. il 
would be wrong lo compare anyone 
with him. Moreover, 1 would nut be 
the right pcrs«in to answer this ques* 
mm 

Q: Comaig tu vour ihildhood. you 
rtiu^t hale had venaiti ambitions. 
H'/ur did vou nanr to become in life? 
A. li may ail veum appropriate now. 
but I always wauled to be a Test 
itukuler, laiok. I was never that 
goud III %iudies lo become a doctor or 
something like that. I always saw 
myself playing in a Test match; chat 
used to be mv childhood fantasy. 
4 ^: H7iwt ahi'uryourbeg/xirr/ngs ai the 
game? 

A: 1 began plaving gutli cricket at 
the Old MLA ir:^rters-that is Wlwre 
we stayed years ago. We had our own 
gcr//j team and contributed money, 
formed a club and played. 1 used to 
play a lot: studies never really suf¬ 
fered if you know what 1 mean. I 
managed promotion each time 
though as a student I was just aboui 
average. Parental interference was 
out of the question; I uAed to stay 
with my grandfather. 
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ri*luU««vRf^*<l \/h.iriMrili«i Ihs htmte 


You must have bevn hvitten up hy 
ivurifn/ndfother ifu/rc (tfwrt. Do,vou 
rememhcr urtv auvh msfance.^ 

A: Wvll, one day I found a spiirrow 
Mifinti on top of the fan. It >«»<> dom^ 
sornethinM '«> I took a ^cone and 
threw It at the sparrow. It fell down 
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When mv strandfaiher saw whai I had 
dunr he became realiv wild and beat 
me up. I i ried quite a bit after that. 

£>rd you as a kid th*nk you would 
vs-entuatly make it tv Test Utvet? 
A: Bv the lime I was m the eighih 
standard 1 was convinced that 1 was 


« -» 


going to make it. I played cricket 
seriously, never fur the heck of it. In 
(act. in those days I used rv follow the 
progress of the Tests and used to 
hear a lot of Gavaskar and Vish* 
wanath. Today ] am playing along¬ 
side quite a few of them. lt*s a great 
feeUng. 

Q: >v£tt about your religious bent of 
oitnd? Was it inculcated since chsid- 
hood? 

A: Yes it was. it was pray and play 
side by side. In fact, the atmosphere 
at home was such. As far as fasts are 
concerned 1 observe all 30 in Ran* 
zaan except on match days. 

Q: Prayen must a/so be a psychoio> 
gscaJ boost. 

At I too feel so. After the morniiig 
prayers, one feels confident in what* 
ever one is doing. I get this feeling ki 
ab to out nahi honge, subah ki 
namaja JO padh li hui (that T will not 
get out now that I have performed 
my morning prayers.) That cohfi* 
dence is instilicd.. 

Q: You are a young man. Do you go 
our wjrb girls? 

A: i don*t. 1 am an introvert. I cry to 
keep within myself and find that this 
helps me to concentrate on the game 
better. I usutUy push off to bed bv 9 
pm each n^t. Even at home. I tell 
asleep while watching ulevisioa. 
Therefore, ptnylAg as you might caU 
it, La out for nie. Td prefer Mltnde. 


Bn* M imder wav?* l» mi*d» 
















Of^ iei^rtM JUai ^ 
^ W tstf cft«f *• 

w Ml flMr» Miwtf V* tovnrdi 


1 ^ wmrtftd hia rt^ 

ft iMT* Atf pr^tnu Qd 
ale front tlU tb« 1. C«n 
ino bt out on 

0 bocioa Of mM oodoa* 


McM tvate Ma'4o Mcnfre • 
#oerar dr no ntir^trP i^n l^ jvh 
canoorMiv foracd^B tbfM wmJd 
OM dll' bocome 0, crieJrfor. 

A; A« tor M oUiiiMaMM tf« 
CQDcoCBod I bid WrttMdrM^ to 
thilr iadliwtion. TWt^ won fN« to 
oboooi whit (boy wmiod » b*> 
oono./o btsfif HmJ btoo lur ifM 
bpDi Mir ift(l>o wha yon want to), 
.wltbdlyi «i oouTM, I ioo tbou^bt 
ibot on* of Ml ihould bo I 
pUetL doctor or moo I 

wurorcodto fivo up sty MMf. By 
M trVf erIMt 4 ’Im.i proMiion 
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SPEQAL REPORT 


COOMAR NARAIN 


The MultinationitSpy 


♦ t 

What was lliu naf urr* a/SlJV} Maneklal's involvement in the spy sconcfaJ? 
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T he courtroom o( meiropoliun 
mapxt r*ue P. K. Dh«im on (he 
fir<t riiior (if New Delhi's 
PaliuU lloLiSu The multina* 
lionul .>»py, Coomai Naruni is making 
his (wo'hour. fifteen page confession 
tn. Ciftnera. Ouiside ihe puned 
doors SI a lid 4 posse of pglicemeii and 
In one corner, a plump, midiiU*-ek«<f 
lady 111 u hluo siJk snreo uiul rubber 
chuppill^ ilurihing 41 roupir of pins 
cic hags, h is Mis C’oonKii Nrimin. 
Kverv miV' (imMhen Mrv Noiuin inev 
to hreuk 11 rough I he seciiritv coidun 
and peep iiito the Kuini When pie 
venis'tl, she compLinis «oul a^ks why 
I he prcM Jms I ire 11 alloHed 111 (he 
coniilnr. As mkmi as ioom.ir Narani 
emerges fi<nn the louirroom. the 
cnmeiiis begin to ilick Mrv Naraiii 
gives him >1 luiidkei'chiel loiowr his 
lace. Then, eihuwing the pnlKvmun 
mound him, she irie" lo (ell him he 
sluiuld nnr speak “in sneh a srntu of 
mitui *' **1 haM' inads' up mv mrnd 
her me gr*! iiJ o: ir,'* lepUes hei 
htisixind as he is wluskeJ awuv She 
demands a enur ta»rOei again IsinmnA 
I lie press in ihe court hn all the 
"lies" thev have heon wriiiMg jhoul 
her husband 


Mrs Ceet9 Nar«in 1$, perhaps, ihe 
only one who knows Coomar Nanin 
heM, even though she keeps insiiting 
she hac no interest in Nariin*i *‘busi' 
ness affairs" and thus knows little. 
She lives separately* rather like a 
recluse on a fo(tr*acre farm in 
Mehrauli. Initially.* she refused IP. 
ralltro ua. protesting through a crack 
in one of the three giant gates to her 
farm, about the t^haviour of the 
pretA. **1 have nothing more 10 say." 
hhv said, wanting us to letum. Bur 
shf yielded finally on the condition 
that our questions would only con* 
cern Coomar Narain the man, noi the 
scan Jill (bat he ia involved in. Even 
belore this correspondent could 
question her. Mrs Narain started 
speaking. Her first quesflon: 

Mrs Narain; What' do you want te 
know about my huabgnd? Narain a 
rather simple person, there is no* 
thing special a^ur There.isn't 
much to tell. 

Q: Did vou ever suspect he couid 
be spying? 

A. Never. He is not the kind of man 
to do It. He is so simple and quiet. He 
did not even mi« with his neighbours 
in Defence Colony. Co and ask them 


about Narain and they will tell you 
(so). There, was nothing suspicious 
ab<Hit him. 

<pr What was his usual day Uka?- 

A: He went to his office in the 
morning and came here for lunch at 
about taro in the eftemoorv Than 
back to his olfiice. Jn the evening he 
used to go out,for a walk arqund his 
office. But in the evenings he did 
drink at 1 $. HeiJsy f^i^ad with his 
friends. 1 don't know theni though* 
Then, he came back to Defence Col* 
ony and always rang me up before 
going to bed. You see. he 11 e blood* 
pressure and diabetes patient, 10 wa 
were always worried. That is why he 
elways took e walk and drank Jearefa* 
juice regularly. But he didn't have 
any special tastes...even if (here wes 
some extra salt in something he 
would quierly cat it, 

Q: Why were vou living sapar* 
atafy.’ 

A: Ko, no. Narain was coming hare 
every day bus this place is too far 
from the city and he was very afraid 
of the snakes on my farm. Besides, he 
didn't like my activities here. 

Q: What activitias? , . 

A: All (he fanning, end gardening 
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chat I do...looking after the cow$ and 
the dogs and cats. I have dedicated 
my life lo this fann...l want to do 
something creative. Even the cnen 
who had come here to coodua 
raid were appreciating my garden. 
But Narain was saver interested. He 
only did hia business. 

Q: Did you ever know wher wu 
happening ar rhe Defence Colony 
residence? 

A: Not really. I went there only 
occaaionally. But 1 know nothing out 
of the way was happening there. We 
had a common servant who used to 
cook for Narain in the night and 
spend the days here, so I knew. In 
any caae, I was not interested in what 
Narain did and ha never told me. 

Qi Whon did you shift to this form 
end why? 

A: In 196$. 1 waa living with Narain 
in Defence Colony whan aomacma 
told us this plot was available so wa 
bought it. 1 was always interested in 
developing a farm. 

Q: Whore did you got the money 
from? 

A: I had my savings. In 1956, only a 
year after our marriage, we bought a 
house in East Nisamuddin for R$ 
10,000 only. I rented out some por¬ 
tions and collected the money But 
that was a var^' small place, so we 
look this house in Defence Colony in 
>964 for Rs 75,000 and 1 remember at 
that time I had only Rs 15,000 with 
me. So 1 had to mortgage the Nisa* 
muddin house for Rs 60,^. I bought 
this firm again with the money 1 
collected from ri.nt. In all this, mind 
you. Narain had no role. Ha was not 
interested. 

Q: HTur was your reoction on hear* 
xng of h/s errest? 

Ac 1 was naturally shocked. My 
husband could never do such a thing. 

Q: But he hes hxmseif confessed it 
ig court... 

A: Oh, I don't believe this confas* 
mon. I have my own suspicions about 
it. Not one thing being said or 
printed is true. Everything is being 
presented In a twisted manner. 1 am 
Yure Narain never said he had bean 
spying for 25 years. Ha must have 
told them be was working for Man- 
eklal for 25 years and they came out 
to tell the world he was spying. And 
this is very strange, .the entire world 
knowing details of a confession that 
was supposed to be in camere. I chink 
Narain is iMing fraiked^ Evan if be 
was spying for the last 25 years, 
Question is what were the intelU* 
ganee agendes doing all the ome? 
And do you realise thg kind of people 
that w^d ba involved in ihe s^ 
called scandal If Narain had been 
operating for such a long time? l^ain 
aura Narain is being sat up. 

Q; Who coukf, be doing chat? 


cv* M v Us <scc I* ewM MentmmiMi 


glee that morning. Later, some in- 
telUgence men cross-questioned me 
and I knew all their information 
came from my driver. He had been 
planted and was spilling the beans 
for a pittance. 

Q: ^ there were some beans to be 
spilled^.. 

A; No, no. no. I was just talking 
about what Narain was doing for the 
company. You know he was the 
liaison officer here and his company 
had many foreign collaborators. 
Naturally he had to keep contacts. 
Every liaison man does Chat, what 
was wrong if Naram did it. But I ^el 
some of his frien'^s have used him. 1 
used CO tell him not to drink in chg 
office but be just couldn’t say no to 
people. He should have kapt an aye 
on ibe people he had below hbn \rux 
ha treated them as members of Ills 
own family. They have taken undue 
advantage of such a simple man. 
Even this driver of mine, he grew 
rich so suddenly in the last few 
months. Ha has even bought a house. 
> bad bean tailing Narain about his 


A: Who alK but these intelligence 
agencies? 

Q: But why? 

Ar They have to please Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, iheir new master. They have to 
show him how good they are at their 
work. They have to cover up their 
faults so they went about catching 
evoy Tom, Dkk and Harry. 

Q: Whet mekes you suspect he has 
been fruned? 

A: 1 will tell you something in- 
teresdog. The morning after Nerain's 
arrest t had gone to 16, Hailey Road 
looking fcv him because 1 still didn't 
know what had happeoed and was 
worried. When 1 reached there. 1 
found the place sealed and they 
wouldn't let me in. Then my driver, 
has been with us for very long, 
came rushing out from inside and 
told me: ^Madan, aepka khel Jrha- 
nm bo gaya (Madam, your game is 
apk* 1 dm't koDw what he was 
about? What game and what 
did it have to do with me? And if 
chare sras a game, what did be know 
about it? I was skrprtMd with hli 
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suspicious behaviour but he would 
hear none of ii. How Qtf n this driver 
ihas turned oui to bet He 
turM^y ryre befare.SS walkeS^OMU 

^ ; 7!^;; 

' convincea^pUMj yot/e^ue^ 

nar spy/n#.’7 

A: Because he was not. Whatever* 
he was’dcrfng was oiftx for the com *' 
pany. A lot of rubbish has been let 
nut about him which t am nut ready 
to behave. Look at this preposterous 
thing about ^araln‘ being involved 
with eaU'girlk. This is fantastic. Na. 


rain is not the type to involve himself 
with girls, in fact be shies away from 
Maybe in hia^unger days he 
SaTeffairs but norsince he married 
,if[2«r}fere again. I think he was a 
l ^ v i cn m of his mild manners. I know 
^fBSSrought those caU*girU and^orc* 
ibly introduced Narain to them. 
There was this neighbour who lived 
in Defence Colony who used to go to 
Narain's office accompanied by these 
girls hut Narain couldn't stop them 
from coming even though he didn't 
like it. 


Q: Who ts this man? 

A: No, I am not taking any namas. 

Q: if your husband was not spfing, 
wbar about the documents rtcoveM 
ftooi his office? •* ' 

A: Look, whatever Narein was 
doing he was doing for the company. 
On the insinictioos of YogeshMiii 
(Yogesh T. Maneklai). The docu* 
ntenis must have concerned the com* 
pany's work. 

Q: in other words, your husband 
tvas cpvmg for the company... 

A: I don't know but sometime ago 


rM 


Ig Y g j|wh Mai^lal Involved? 

offl&rs In poih tieieU. He finher officer in Neu 
ng direeagftee^ saM that be had'TMlar coaticts commercial 
said thaLm ..witS'penoaf m tbedifeAcrtnlnU* liaison men •. 


In^ew. WiYppM 
linSDi aiming direea&ei 
^BlMiflMUal M said that tQ 

Xh|ilw*fttelll|aace arganisariof^ 

^weteh beW caught na^htg 
was'now desperate to prove some* 
ehing. He implied that they were 
new over*reacting and impUceting 
any and everybody Ue was confi* 
.dent that he wai in (he clear. He 
said they had raided his officee^ 
•laeaied iram cbe llra( to the abrth 
floor of VaawanlMaiuluiu in south 
^•bbey on 21 Jenuwy end found 
mo MOimiearing daoumaata. Afiee 
(hat ManekJal had apoktn to (be 
«r«i*oa>22 Jicmary. Then oe.,S 
rebruery, the incetUgence brajicb 
^eopledrem Delhi were beck et bU 
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offl&rs In poih MeU. He finher 
saM (hat be hadtlcttlar coaucts 
witS persons m she*safencrmlnU* 
(ry.Thia is no(buig«AUMel because 
hiicosapany menufactured special* 
ised rvbber ^evts for defence. 
Plve^ur bolds la Bembey and 
elsewhere ere fell of Indian 
busmessmefl enteneiaiog senior 
bureaucrats and eihtlsterv. In fact, 
it is said that the buatoaaaaan* 
polttkian wbe u the ckdef of the 
Bombay CoAgreMflf eaed o pam 
nelly pkk vp forater finance miaiw 
ter Pranab Mukberiee’a frre*mar 
hotel biUs in Bembep. fat anodter 
ceeai a ■inister of mete foe fiaaBce 
who stayed at the Oberot Tosren at 
(be cost of a budnasa hotiea was 





S ash 
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.Borne on Aa l^tb Raer of .thrown out of Kis Job teeuaarUy 


WeodlMds and hfa ^ofOca. They 
yrae* anaad with a warrant of 
vrest Hd him, aa Maiwklal'dlalaon 
nan ImDelhl.'Coonv KaraiA. had 
Beniiened to isvettigetocs diai 
bad kept bis boM m tie-know of 
mtythiag that wea going on. 

* * 'if fem reports, sbal ha re appeared' 
so far; which has eBbete officially, 
handed' wh Cooogr Keeaio wee 
flpgretipg«t two Wrels* At one larel 
b» was ppwating aaa ceeussercial 
e^«'WhlA in rtallcy^is tnplying 
geioaetcfa] or maslieftiicriUgBoca 
as it U >eaUed ofligia%i a^ a* 
another Iteal he waaelao swp^yiag 
vital, -seniitive poUtioal intetli- 
'The paint U vhethcf 
jCoomar Narain sen* Yogesh Man* 
eklal in Bombay, both commertial. 
^and pc^tkal- tncalligance tbic he 
ap. And. if be did send Mr 
soekUi polltKaHy'seasBive m*. 
Mtoeoea rapecte. did ehe Uner 
'jatPilOa igawey. throw it away or 
^ 1 ^ 1 ^ {e focgei oMslde tile atnuRty 
VBo igiM w H -ccr vseekea dwi 
Mmfm legtirity^ Be te jfae 1». 
ArmiMia* Mted to dm pfeapoely 
■ w H flBBdfSt M ift Mdat cenf eme d 


and the busmtss bone did sot 
boibertopay (babill despite sever¬ 
al remcnms. 

.CoBunercial espfonaga ig set a 
crime and has bean isrocsised in 
India. The work of every liaison 
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officer in New Delhi is 
commercial intelllgaB 
liaison men supply com 
surementi of price* of led 
all such related Information sbbitt . 
competitors. Manekial obvloutiy, 
used this information in bis AMS* 
tilt ions. The implicationi behmd 
Msncklars arrest makes H oecee* 
sary to separate comaerdal aspioft*.' 
age which is not a cHme against ^ 
country. The faa that MaaeklgCb'* 
liaison man Coomar W acefa t waa In^ 
direct touch with ewbaaaieaeb—gi: 
bit link shth p^ltkal asploeafleillftv 
was gtving the French mtilttry.T? 
attacitf infonnetien not dnly abb iff 
defence comraoa but ^so abodf. 
the country's defence plans. ' 

Was MtMdii invoWed In pofaHp.. 
al espioMBa? Manekial hadetf 
leboraters mostly from the VMt 
whde bis expom were pidMNljte;: 
Bun European cotintrin. Acro*r 
ing to Coemar Nariln be got fauiB 
nens from the Pide* and Ifae 

t muA Democratic RepoMIc 
because he s^plied them ^ 

. Mormenea.lof ToleaodllMhUsc 
f. Gernnau do 
iateUigedpe i 
o^rvWusly bB 
aietwails. (Be 


This dBWM 





' i w-y w-i' .*«/' ^ 
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Yoiicshhhfii hud iisk«$(l NitraMi to limk 
afici (he i(MertfNt» uf Pal;ind ^nd 
CDR becauH! otherwise They wuuld 
have lost iheir business. Another 
chinft. look «t (he amounts of money 
the company is speiidini; now. When 
Narain had ioined (hey never had 
such big; money. This company has 
landed Narain into all sorts of prob< 
lems. Ev^n the wliKkv bottles (hat 
Here ivcovered from his office were 
nut his but (he compunyV lying 
(here fur being taken to Bombay. 
And poor Narain gul bUimeil. 

Qt H.fvv (Off 

Munekhl? 

A: Ye.t. and also hisluthei Trikam' 
Ul Maneklal. He was vei v fond of 
Narain and took him on in I'iiAl 
Q: Why did Nataio /Aiee /he **oi*- ') 
eninieor ;o6.’ ij 

A: He was tired of the pioblenis ^ 
there. You know these cimstani intri* 

f ;ues and suspicions. Some id bis 
fiends suggested Maneklal. 

Q: Was he under ^uspjc'rnn rherr 
too? 

A: No, no. But he was quite ftior 
trated with the government job. 

Q: How has Yogesh Maneklal be¬ 
haved with A^araiii.^ 

A: He used to be very good. 

Q: How many rimes have you met 
him? 

A: Just a couple of times. But after 
(his problem he has changed. Naraio 
has been with the company for 2S 
years but not a man came to enquire 
hew his family is after his aTrest. 

S : Where did you meet ManekJaJ? 
you $0 te perries hosted by 
SaraJo? 


p* Wfiar was youf family Me tike? 
A Pairly ordinary 
V. Anv relatives? 

A: Ni). He doesn't have any rela¬ 
tives. neither do 1. He has a brother 
but we don't know where he as or 
what he is doing. We haven't been in 
touch. 

Q: Mrs Narain. why were you 
trying to stop your husband from 
making his confession that day? 

At ^cause he is not in a stable 
condition. The poor man is bearing 
(he brunt of the pressure and suffer¬ 
ing. Even (WO days before he was 
arrested, he had complained of pain 
in the chest. In the few wi>eks of 
deieniiort, he has become so weak. 


No, I never want. He hosted 
pMea in clubs and hotels but his 
ysHa was tiaver with him. I was never 
&i««ated. 



efO 




He is not getting his kareSa juice, nor 
the medicines he needs. In such a 
situation. 1 fear he might break down 
some day. 

Q: Havener you been able to give 
him the medicines.^ 

A: I did try in the court but 
couldn’t. They haven't been allowing 
me. 

Qr is there any pressure on you 
too? 

A' 1 am naturally concerned and 
very depressed with all this bad 
publicity. This shouldn't have hap¬ 
pened (0 us at this age. So many 
wrong things have been said. People 
are almost beginning to believe we 
have made millions cheating the 
country. But I can tell you we are not 
very rich. Narain earns e good salary 
and my farm is doing well. I run my 
bouse on the interests I gat from a 
fixed deposit account that I have. 

Then, as if to prove herself, Mrs 
N a rai n took us on a tour of her housg. 
Twu large bedrooms, each with a 
television set. Another in her large, 
welkkept living room, fitted'with a 
Japanese music-system—*'Naraln 
isn't interested in music, I am," she 
said^and decorated with pieces of 
china and rosewood. In her kit^n 
were (wo con king-ranges. 

Out on the farm was a tractor, 30 
Jersies and Holstt'lns and a couple of 
seed-bulls in the cowshed and a dung 
heap on which wicked two htile 
girls: Renu and Radha, the adopted 
children of the Narains. They were 
farm hands.. Mn Narain had n^d 
aomaone aatlier (hat (bey did not go 
to school because they were not 
interesied in trudles. The reason she 
gave ut was: *They have stopped 
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INDO-PRENCM RELATIONS 

Is the Honeymoon Over? 

Lnuiur/as vviJUiiiv.*^ ibwork hard io rebuild Ihe relationship 


IH^Bhe Indians ,^n(l the Fretlch 

■ were just short of been minx 

H Mni hhtii when I'affaire 6ol- 
I B Jey suddenly soured (he relu 
j (iuns. Nearly three bilhon dollars 
I weie in the pipeline from France for 
I vaiiuuv contracts and proiects in In* 
I di«i. On the anvil were many more, 
' especially in the fields of telecom* 
munkati.QAs. vnerxy ttpd arms. 

. \V^ile South Block has thv>„fv 
from hmiiW Frmce. tke 
4UUCI and hurt in the involvement'of 
u French diplomat ih an espionage 
rinx which sii uck at the most itnpor* 
(uut and nudaJ point in the coun* 
trv—(he Frime Minister’s office—is 
bwelv disguised. "We are now back 
to Nquarv one with the French.. they 
will hove 10 work hard to rebuild (he 
relationship or win back that cunfi 
dence and iiust we had placed in 
ihenL” said a senior bureaucrat. 

The iunt de mre/ (honeymoon) be 
tween the countries was seen to be 
over when the French envoy. Serge 
BoJevaia, a senior career diplomat, 
was "recalled** to France on 1 Pebru* 
ary. France announced the Recall 
r which is not (he same thing as 
withdrawal), two days after the indi* 
an envoy in Pans Narendra Singh 
called on the French foreign minis- 
ler. Roland Dumas, at the Quai d*Or* 
Nuy. The move might have been no 
more than a counesy call for the 
ciiitgoing Indian ambassador but it is 
iwing said in New Delhi;unofficially, 
ihai (he Indians made it known that 
ihi' recuU of the French ambassador 
wuilld help restore lndo<Prench rela* 
tions and smoothen the ruffled 
feethe’ts. 

Although the French did make this 
gesture, officials insisted that the 
ambassador was not being recalled 
bm transferred after tvro years in 
India. The fact that M Bodevaix has 
been promoted to assistant secret- 
arvgeneral in the minisrry (be )$ 
number three ai the Quai d*Orsay) 
indicates that the transfer is a face- 
saving device. The French ambassa- 
dur*s traosier is in some way compa* 
F, C. Alexander's resigna¬ 
tion reN(gt)ter the acceptance of his 
resigna^pl* Both of them were held 
to be morally responsible for what 
was going on in their office, although 
nairlfrr of Otem were involved. This 
IS the first time that an ambassador 
has been called back br ^insftrred 
fipin New Delhi on the prompting of 
India, according to a senior official. 


'This only indkaies the extent at the 
anger of the governraent of India. 

Whai IS signtficani is the fact that 
although Coomar Narain, Colonel 
Bollev’s supplier of intelligence of 
the most sensitive kind, had named 
I he hast Germans and the Poles as 
his iustiimers. not too much noise has 
been made in Delhi about the in* 
voivemeni of these two Warsaw Pact 
cpuniries One of the reasons fox the 
iuw kvv reaciion on the part of India 
'((he external affairs spokesman is 
ominisuslv silent on the subject) 
could be that this country does not 
have anv military transactions with 
either of the countries **We have an 
easy rela(iori\hip with these coun* 
tries,** says an official. In the mmis- 
try of external affairs, whether East 
Germany and Poland passed the in* 
formation on to (he G^R is another 
matter. But ihe reaction of the sup 
posed involvement of the KGB has 
been muted. It is almost common 
knowledge iha( both (he CIA and (he 
KjGB are actively involved in espion* 
age in this country, 

With (he French, however, it was 
different. There were great expecta* 
turns from (he coHiperation between 
(he two countries. Mure. India just 
did not expect this of (he French with 
whom a very special relaiionahip had 
been built up since 1980. much to the 
chagrin of other European countries, 
with an eve nn India’s vast market, 
especially for arms and weaponry. 
The intensity of (he Indian reaction 
to the presence »f a French spy (and 
poasibJy one or (wo more French* 
men) is commensurate with the trust 
India had in (he French. Iliere is far 
mure anger ac the betrayal of a good 
friend than (he betrayal of an ac* 
quaintance. 

While the visit to Delhi of Polish 
premier. General W. .laruielski tikes 
place (the Fnlisb spy notwithstand¬ 
ing) there in now apparently some 
doubt over Raiiv Gandhi's proposed 
trip to Pans at the beginning of June 
to inaugurate the vear of India In 
France' "The visit is under a cloud.** 
confided a bureauciai. Obviiiuslv, 
the Indian government b waiting for 
some gesture of atonement from (he 
French. One of the techniques the 
French might try is to have President 
Francois Mitterrand scop bv in New 
Delhi on his way to Indonesia tbh 
fall The French have to come up 
with something fan and special to 
thaw lodo>Frencb ralasioai. Mean* 


while, it if reliably learned chat Col* 
onel Bolley is being interrogated in 
France and has been kept under 
surveillance. 

Meanwhile, back in India, there is 
a Peeling that many of the future 
joint projects and ventures with 
France will be affected. It is fairly 
clear that the on*gaing projects will 
not be touched. But the French are 
likely to loose out on some of the 
contracts for which they stood a good 
chance. The first to go is the ISS-mm 
gun contract involving over a billion 
dollars for which the French were 
number one on the list because their 
AVP-I ISS mm self-propelled gun as 
well as (heir 9.S6 mm Fames (the 
latter is considered the most adv* 
anced self'scrvice rifle in use by 
NATO I are considered to be of the 
best quality. 

Incidentally, the Swedes, Au¬ 
strians. (he British and the Italians 
<ihe last two in a collaboration) are 
also contenders for this major con* 
tract. While (here is a great deal of 
speculation in New Delhi (which has 
almost ovarni^t become a centra of 
international intrigue with diplomats 
disappearing into (he night), the Rus* 
sians were the most pleased ones 
about the French embarrassment, 
but the British are no less enihusias- 
ric. Both these countries have faced 
fierce competition from the French. 
The Russians started becoming a bit 
envious of the blue-eyed status of the 
French after the sale of the Mrrege* 
2000 by France to India. The British 
became uncomfortable in the Eight* 
les because the French soon started 
CO bag contracts in what the British 
had considered their preserve, even 
in the Middle East. The Mirage, 
important cgiitricts in the fields of 
teiecommuntcations (particularly 
Che CIT-Alcatel contract) and energy 
were going the French way (overall 
commercral trade between India and 
Prance has shown an average in¬ 
crease over the past five years of 
more than IS per cent a year), 

One of Che biggest French b<»nan- 
zas in India is. of course, the GIT* 
Aloarel ceUcurom unicat km s rmiject 
which orginally enviituged u millkm 
Jknev m the first iwii years, The 
contract for setting up electronic 
switching and mitrowave digital 
tranimiaslon’factories involves over 
Rt 400 croret. An elacrrooic switch 
factory has already been set up at 
Gonda, The one as WorU wbieh wW 
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cBier to Bombay and parts of Mahar¬ 
ashtra was racantly inauguratad. But 
tha contract for tha factory at Bangs- 
lora has yat to be signed—and thara- 
in lias the rub. 

Tbit, project might be put in daap 
fraasa, as might the contracts with 
the French C^pagnie Francaisa da 
Petrole for tha back-up technology 
for OKGC's operations in Bombay 
High. The two govammants were 
also in the process of negotiating the 
purchase of French helicopters for 
the Bombay High operations. India 
hu already bought 40 Mirage-2000 
aircraft and the decision not to 
manufacture this plane in India was 
taken before the spy scandal. The 
contracts concerning the weaponry 
and avionics tied up to the plane are 
likely to continue. 

S ince the Five Year Plan has a 
massive outlay for energy, tele¬ 
communications end irrigation, there 
were already several big projects 
reedy for discussion on the growing 
Indo-French platter. A major project 
for hydel power, yet enocher for high 
voltage switches In Bangalore, and 
the letting up of more ports in the 
country were aireedy being discus* 
srd. These projects might be 
adversely affected if Indo-French re* 
iations remain at the present stage. 
One of the reasons why the Indians 
were inclined to opt for joint ven¬ 
tures end collaborations with the 
French is that they offered soft loans 
(this was the case in the CIT*Alcatel 
project) and they were willing to 
transfer their technology. Thus, 
while the Swedes and the Japanese 
might have had more advanced digit* 
al t^nology, the Fr^ch offer^ 
softer loeni. One of the most recent 
contracts signed was between the 
department of electronics and a 
French concern, Aniiope, for equip¬ 
ment to transfer text by telephone. 

Although the French were on e 
good wicket in India it is not fair to 
s«y chat they were getting all the 
best deals, bitish Aerospace man¬ 
aged to sell its Sea Harriets, for 
which It had offered India special 
rates. The Russians came through 
finally with tlieir MiG*27s and BdiG- 
29s. The **Frencb bias,” if that is 
what it may be called, actually did 
India some good. When the negotia* 
timis for the Mirege*2000 bad ^un 
in all earnestness, the Russians woke 
up. li may be recelled tbet Indian 
officials were not deviously allowed 
to enter the MiG factories in the 
Soviet Union and they aiet in offices 
AMTtide the factories It was an angry 
JiMilveA Ram who returned from 

Meicow in a huff, whan he was 

% ^ ^ __ 


defence mini stet^ the Jesan^ei^« 
ernmem, becausaM was not all$vq^ 
to sec a MiG-23 factory. Later the** 
Russians promised the liCiG'2B<when . 
it was siiU on the board! Simula 
taneously lo both the Indian Air 
Force end to their own air force. The 
Russians obviously had a change of 
heart after the Mirage and the 
Jaguar deals came through. 

This year—I9B$—is the year of 
India in France. The year was also 
going to be imponant for many Im¬ 
portant projects; French industry 
has made several proposals for the 
transfer of technology in some of 
India's high-priority areas. In the 
field of energy they have offered 
technology for the processing of poor 
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quality coal with high ash content, 
longwall mining equipment, bydel 
power generation, oil exploration 
and pr^uctioQ. In electronics and 
data processing, maia frame compu¬ 
ters and supermini computers, in 
telecommunications, private tele¬ 
phone exchanges and microwave 
digital tranimission. 

The French connecrion is not real¬ 
ly that old. It really began in 19B0 
when President Giscard d'Estging 
visited India. It was the first visit oi a 
French head of state to this eoufttry. 
The French intercei in the .•■•t had. 
stepped in Iraii, skipped India end 
conceocrated os China. The first real 
contact bad taken place tn the IbM 
when the French l^licopter, A]otla^ 


ae» was purchMe(L> CeorgA EmpSI* 

^jB^^lted In^ ibises, OT 

I The next imppreant visit was of 
Jacques Chirac m-i976 when h'd Was 
CiKard d’Estaing's Prime 
Cooperative ventures soon begnB^ 
be signed. But the turning point 
came with President Gisciro*s 1980 
January visit—ao important visit- 
the fallout of which was the projects 
for bauxite in Orissa and a coal 
project. But what was for the French 
conservative government a desir¬ 
able, potential relationship became a 
reality when the Socialists cams io 
power in May 1911. The process of 
me wooing of India waa accelerated 
To begin with the'French laid out tha 
red darpet for Mrs Gandhi when she 
went to Paris on 12 Kovember 1981. 
InterestingW enough, President Gis¬ 
card was Kheduled to have come to 
India in 1979. But, it seems ha had 
doubts about the Morarji Desai gov* 
ernenent. When Mrs Gandhi returned 
10 power. It was not too long before 
the French President made his way 
to India. Even Mrs Gandhi Initially 
had her doubts about going to Social¬ 
ist France m the winter of 1981. She 
was irked abput the members of the 
Socialist governmem hobnobbing 
with Indian Slodalists like George 
Fernandes in the days when she was 
out of powel' 

India in its attempt to turn away 
from both of the superpowers had 
begun in the lete Seventies to look 
towards western Europe, particular¬ 
ly to the French end the West Ger¬ 
mans. politically, France was impor- 
laAl. for the country was a symbol of 
Europe's quest to be independent. 
The French connect ii>n. therefore, 
blossomed, But, the relationship did 
not escape the evil eye. There might 
not be anything major unearthed 
during the course of the investiga¬ 
tions into the espionege ring, but 
India will for the time being at Igast 
be extremely weary of any hand 
offered in cooperation. 

India might gradually turn away 
from both the French and tha British 
(the Indian government is very angry 
with Britain's Pakistan connection, 
as well as its attitude towards the 
extremists based in its country). 
There is aUO pppreheosion about the 
French Ist^ligeocc agencies shuing 
their information widt Hato Ihtelli* 
geiKe agencies. The Indian govern* 
meat has kept its 'options open: the 
French wm the ones who tuppened 
to get cgughi but tbe'tndians reellse 
that doeer pbliskel ties with Fiance 
ate In tbg interett of this country. 
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Jumping the Queue 


iU. Before going there, he was secret* 
ary. finance, in I^lhi. Earlier, he had 
a slim as joint secretary for econo* 
mic affairs in ^e Prime Minister'i 
secretariat. His date of retirement is 
31 July 1965. The ether officer Is 
B.P.R. Vithai who has just returned 
from a posting with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) as fiscal advis* 
er, Sudan, and is now principel chair* 
man. Board uf Revenue in Hyder* 
abad. Though he came through the 
extension scheme in the states and 
got into the IAS in 1950, there is a 
similer precedent; S S. Grewal came 
into (he IAS in the same way and 
became the cabinet secretary earlier. 

Both Ramachendran and Vithai 
are excellent officers with interna* 
tiooel exposure in finance pfenning 
and overall economic administration. 


C ., R. Krishnaswemy Rao officers in the 1949 batch of the IAS. 
^hib. cabinet secretary, re* same as Rao Sahib's.who should have 
tires from service on 26 been considered for the post <k 
February. The post is on a cabinet secretary: GK. Blunot, pre¬ 
tenure of three years, like the chief setiily chairman. Board of Revenue, 
of army and air force, as decided by Rajasthan, posted in Ajmer and K S. 
the Janata government under the Ramachandran belonging to the 

f rima ministership of Morarji Desai. Orissa cadre, now on long leave. It is 
his means that even a day before learnt their service records are not to 
attaining the age of superannuation, bright and they are out of si^t from 
that is 56 years, a serving IAS officer Delhi as well. Both of them would be 
can be appointed cabinet secretary retiring from service on 31 March 
for a period of three years. Qf course, and 30 June this year, respectively, 
it was the other way round for Rao But. also belonging to the 1949 
8ehib He would have retired from batch of the IAS. G. Ramachandran 
IAS on 26 February this year in the went (o serve as the executive direc* 
ndrmal course. By becoming cablnei tor. Asian D^elopment Bank, 
secretary on 30 April 1961, he com* mi —m 
plated the tenure of three years on CMMMfiianlAnHMy 
29 April 1964. When there was a ' il0Rr lor •§ pM M OiMn 

strong rumour that he was about to 

go last year, it seems he invoked the * > 

normal rules of retirement and con- 
cinued in his post. Tenure rule was. 

therefore, given a new interpretation ^ ^ * ^* , _ 

by the government for the future. yft."*^***** ^*****^ 
Till the selection of Rao Sahib. . .Qiii Wm BiOsffyy ^ ^ 

succeeding N. K. Mukarji, the con- ^* * 5^*^^* ^** 

ventlon was that the senlormost civil : 
servant became the cabinet secret* * 

■ry. When Mrs Gandhi became the ^ 

Prime Minister in 1960, Rao Sahib 
continued as the secretary to the 
Prime Minister In the combined list 

of IAS officers from 1948 1981, he ^ »F/R. Wffc of 

was fifth from the top. Yet, he was _ - 

made the cabinet secretary, creating Sry*?** ?*** ^y%y ****'<^* 

• new convention. It was said at that '. 

time that the newly.appointed prin- ‘ | ^^w wi9arinmfy, Pa<wtW|my.lM 
cipal secretary to the Pi ime Minister, ^ 

Dr P.C. Alexander and G. Parthasar« 

ath^ had a big hand in such an out of _ 

turn selection for the highest civilian 

post'in the country. Gone were the ^ ^ 

days when the senionnosi civilian s*- .* 

could look forward to the day when * 

he could become the cabinet secret- . _ *! '<■ 

ary, whether he was in Delhi or out in ’ * ^ " ** 

one of the states. For example, B. * V. ^ 

Shivaraman, then chief secretary. ^ 

Orisaa. came to Delhi as the secret- • 2:': 

ary in the ministry of food and, after 
a short while, became the cabinet 
secretary. There was neither any ^ 

political clout nor long stay close to 1 jf^t^j^pgygaggM jK^CW^tl 
the centre of power in Delhi to get ' 
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Boch these officers are senior lo 
Ramanathan. They have been left 
out. perhaps, because they are also 
.put of si^t so far as Delhi is con* 
cprned/ Atnwg regular recruits 
in IAS In \9SQ. K.Vt Ramanathan, 
secrttaryi planning, belongs to the 
Taoiil Nadu cadre and A S. Gill* 
secretary, petroleum, belongs to Gu* 
jarat. Ramanathan retires on 31 July 
1S86 while Gill is going to retire this 
July. Ramanathan has been given 
the rank of a minister of state, and 
elevated as memberserreiary, Plan* 
ning Commission, while P K. Kaul 
was elevated to the rank of cabinet 
secretary. The case is similar to that 
of Thirumallai who was made a mem* 
ber of economic administration re* 
forms commission with the same 
rank when Rao Sahib superseded 
him The selection procedure follows 
the same pattern since them. The 
only difference between then and 
now is the whole list of officers in the 
19S0 batch 1A$ has been given a 
gu*by, as Kaul belongs to the 19S] 
Uttar Pradesh cade. To top ii all. he 
occupied the eighteenth position in 
order of seniority. Thus. Ran Sahib 
jumped the queue as did Kaul. over 
1? officers. The irony is (hat these 17 
olficere. quite a few of them in the 
slates, are not even chief secretaries 


This queue jumping in the states, 
on considerationt otl^ than sdnipi*, 
ity in service, hen become momcn •• 
rule than an eScT^lion This 
cially true in rtir^eleitjon <if~chief 
secretaries Peshu)x they a|>u 
following the NatQtf gixiund rules as is 
followed in the centre fur the Aelen 
tion of the cnntnvi secretarv. Andhra 
Pradesh fr>r example has set an all* 
time iirvcedent by changing four 
chief secretai ie% in one year, as N.T 
Ramarao was unable to work wiih 
them since he became the chief 
minister Finally, he decided nut to 
have any chief secreiarv at all. 
Though SIX offjceis in the IAS are 
still serving in the slate, all Neniocjn 
service to the principal Necmary Kr 
rhe chief minister. Shravan Kuoui is 
the one who is also looking after the 
work of the chief st'creiarv. In Rihai. 
K.K. Srivavtava has jumped the 
queue over four stmiur colle.igues 
serving there. The story is the vimv 
in Kerala. Madhya Pr.iidesh. Mahur 
ashtra. Tamil Nadu and vimv oihor 
stales. 

Some of these IAS offkerv havn 
been given very distingiiislu>d dr 
signaiions>pi*rhap<. m OHiipeiiMiie 
for missing the p'^sr of the chief 
secretary. Tor ex.imple. the first 
senior officer m the civil list of the 


IAS in Kerala is the chairman. Tn* 
^iidriim r^swlyjniem 
« .Lfeig>lonmeli.lfflfiqf iLv*T^ ll B airn 
•it^The vice chancoliof. Kwaia Agri* 
c lilt u nil Umversiry Then cofflerrhd 
.^|)iei 'lej.ivi^fyi. Tamil Nad^^twu 
officer*, suniwc,<o>thi: chiffi^ 
ar«!.Ahv chaatman, Tamil (Sv> 
eralivv Oilseeds CroweJs’^lMSw* 
mane Ud and.the utbei ojio^u the 
principal government liaison uUirer, 
imeinational Ciups liyitiiute for 
Semi-arid Tropes iit Kvderehed. 

I* K. Kaul is the second ^enioriDqui 
IAS offUvr in the city nf New l)elhi 
hut rlu* list oi seniority ol civd <tffic- 
ei#.ts kepi at an ,<lh|ndi.i.(yt\is,hv the 
A;s\vcrnmcnt o^ liulia. To*he<^ aiutt*t 
smteiary .at ake ccntr^j;,,or..*ji^f 
Mgireiarv i;i a siuti*, <enior>iv vaaiar* 
VICO ts , ti itna u*rutl. fIc sUcud 

aiceprjhle tq.thp political'musters 
I and us near to the ruling-cotApe 
as possible, with maximum visilidiiy 
lo (Item. In ihu case of ihv pcesegi- 
d.iv chief soiiot.irics in the xtajte* 
and aho in the appointmuut nh P.,}<. 
Kaul. ''upviM.'diiig 17 cuDc.iguvx m 
sri vice, ihc^ic coiiditions have been 
lultillcd once agHin. |VK Kaul'u 
appuini nil’llt, luovever, has huen 
generaMv weicumed ,by the 
bnieHucrucy. i. 
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1'm supposed to watch my 
cholesterol level-at 34 ?l 
Does this mean J have to 
change my whole lifestyle? ' 


No, you don't. 

With Ranbaxy's GarKc Pearls. 
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Ranbaxy’a Garlic 
Ptarli help to 
reduce high 
cholasterol levels. 
Because they 

contain pure garlic 
oil that has been 
recognised by 
Ayurveda, and 
modern medical 
science, to have 
greet curative 
propartes. 

Ranbagyi G^c 
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joint pains, 
prsvenbng 
teevrhAg coughs 
and colds. 

Just two Ranbaxy's 
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Peerte also halp In Oadit Psarls twice 
reHevffw gas and aidSyKeap you in 
indigaaoen, sealng goofthMim. 


1P€RRIJS 


AH tbs cures 
APMCR put In gaiHorr 
tbesj^. , 


•lUgrr i?4j r«awr 'M 
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Sukur Bakhia’s Latest Escape 


'*Sukuv remains as elusive as ever 


S ukur Naran Hakhiu ha». e^’er 
so quietly di&apt>earcftt ufiain. 
If the June 19H2 eurape frnm 
the Fort A^uada jail in Goa 
was a sensation chat hit (he national 
headlines, this waft a prufstarnmed 
low'key performance. Few know 
when Bakhia etcapi^d or how. No* 
body seems a ware of his whereab* 
outs. Nobody knows whai this son of 
amuK^Jers Is up to now On 18 Decern* 
ber 1984, Sukur Naiun B<ikhcA alias 
Sukur Naran Tandel was convicted 
for the first time in hJs hfv. (Tandel is 
his caste name; tandels are fisher 
men>, Justice R.M. Chrisii. addition* 
hI city seftftitins iudsv, Ahmedabad, 
awarded three*anJ a half years' 
rigorous imprisonment to Bakhia in a 
len yeaf'uld case of financial fraud 
filed hy the income iax department. 
The very next day Bakhia got him* 


I self admitted 10 the Ahmedabad civil 
hospital complainint of cardiac and 
' blo^*pressure problems. A week la* 
ter. on 27 December 1904. he filled in 
a personal bond of two lakh rupees 
and two sureties of one lakh rupees 
each to get himself released con* 
dirionajly. He was not to leave Ahme* 
ilabad city without the prior pemuB* 
sion of the commiaaioner of incoma* 
tax iCujarat central) and was to 
report to the nearest police station 
every alternate day. But the lordlv 
I Bakhia promptly d^patebed a letter 
to the police headquarters request* 
ing them to send a policeman for his 
rullcall **14 I am adraiited as an 
indoor patient in the civil hospital." 
Thereafter suddenly Bakhia became 
silent. And the police could not find 
him enywhere. “The official position* 
is," explained Mr Bhargava. Ahme* 


dabad's assistant commissioner of 
police, "that Bakhia is missing. We 
have no record of him after 4 Janu 
dry 19IS and we are writing to the 
court about it." 

This was on 22 January, more than 
two weeks efter Bakhia had slipped 
out. Surprisingly enough, neither the 
p^ice nor the intelligence euthor* 
iiies seemed to here made any head* 
way in the cose by then. Indeed, their 
attitude suggested that they could 
not care less. Thee e man us notorious 
as Bakhia had disappeared without 
trace did not seem to bother them at 
all. as if not Bakhia but some petty 
thief had run away. Y.B. Jhala, 
Ahmedabad’! police commissioner, 
seemed to know little about the en* 
tire affair. He did npt have much to 
say other than stress; "There are no 
cases ifiinst Bakhia as such." When 









Bakhia bHng tekrn h> the pnlkv n»« m w ap u B t aa ceurt ki Ahmedih^ la im 
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contacted, police intelligence per* 
sonnel alto nhrugged. It was evident 
that Suktir Kari&JMN*'**** ntn 
even under curMrpMWftcn. Bakhla is« 
never the man to mise Ach an oppor* 
tunfty. He can walk out of maximum 
eeeurity prisons and the escape frnm 
civil hospital must,have been like 
an evening stroll. But where i$ 
Bakbia? Au kinds of stories were 
floating around: he was staying 
under a fictitious name at hotel Net- 
re, aUegedly his favourite heunt in 
Ahmedabad; be had fled across the 
Sabarmatii he was hiding in the 
labyrinthine old city and moving 
around quite openly, meeting friends 
and recultivating contacts. One 
rumour even had it that Bakhia had 
laft Ahmedabad for his favourite 
haunts on the* coast. In any case, 
within ten days of his first conviction 
in life Bakhia was a free bird again. 

It is somewhat ironic that the first 
sentence against Bakhia had Little to 
do with smuggling. This frontline 
smuggler who, in bis heyday, was 
said to be netting annua) prt^lts 
worth Rs 20 ctoras, has succeesfsUly 
dodged several big traps set for him. 
But he was caught In what is certain* 
ly a petty affair by bis standards In 
1968 a man called Kavnitlai S. Patel 
f^atad a crossword pussie and a 
‘'utetary competition" called Shad 
Hariphai from Ahmedabad. which 
offered large, unheard of amounts of 
prise money. The basic idea behind ic 
was CO convert blackmoney into 
white and the brainwave was 
Bakhia*!. What actually happened 
was that Bokbia and his 21 associates 
filled up several of the entries each 
and sent them in to Navnit Pate). 
With the entries went lakhs of rupees 
HI cash to Patel who manipulated thg^ 
results so that only Bakhia and his 
associates we^e the winners. Keeping 
a commission worth four ro ten per 
cent of the amount for himself, Patel 
used to revert the amounts in che* 
ques as "prise money." The Jeunder* 
ing of money from black to white was 
complete. Between January 1968 and 
June 1969, Rs 41,89.513 had been 
converted from black into white. But 
soon Shad Hariphai, a racket that 
had spread to tlU neighbouring un* 
ion territory of Daman and to Rajas* 
than, came to the notice of the in* 
come-tax department. They captured 
some records, persuaded Nevnit 
Patel to turn approver and filed a 
suit against Bakhia and his 21 assocl* 
etas in 1974. The racket was 
aquashed but (he case could be 
brought to its conclusion only in 
December 1964 since the main a^ 
eusad were in detention under oiW 

provisioiis. /fWlni his iudgmM 
Whkb cortvlcced Bakhia and 12 other 
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associates. Justice R.M. Chnsci 
observed that, "By this conspiracy 
they (the accused) had tried lo save 
tax through a bogus crossword com* 
petition." 

Shad Hariphai was only a email 
experiment chat failed. BakhiaS 
main interests lay in his smuggling 
empire which he built up slowly. But 
once it had been established it rank 
ed among che best in che business. 
Assisting him were his four men— 
Hart Naran, Uarkan Karan, AtvinH 
Naran and Jiwan Naran all oi whom 
are said to have operated in and 
around Daman. Naranbhai Gov* 
anbhai Machhi, his brother*in*law. 
managed his Dubai operations He 
headM a front erganisation called 
Meena Trading ^ncUi v^icb glso 
bad a branch in ICowloon, HMg 
Kong. Another brothar*ia*kew. Bari 


^jep.qeVd dafegt0na> 
eactnes make no difference.' 
"Aimere sdhar ke airaf dn 
^iwtQUs hei, ii$m»ra /fahtnv* 
lemara Suirur Seed (We iat« 
two famous chinga in Dnato,'Air 
fish nod our Sukor SettaX* phU! 
Giiu Tasdel, a typical DerngBpse 
fiahannan, with prida. ^ 

Bur while the majority of tbd 
Madddi is devoted to BaVWa, the 
Catholics, mainly deecMdanta of 
tha PoRuguese living ki. thO 
arne of Daman, ere aoma^ ii t ^ ' 
pMsIonaie about the local t) 0 ff. 
ftedboBs might be purely ocdidAlfr 
9eys Mr Tomas, a local bosMHP; 
man. *'At first we had' only >tha ’ 
eoaerate hoosai. Now In a mdttor dP* 
yean they (dm Machhii) haveld* 
gar houses. ..they have bwogie nr 
aaeha." But even tfaia saetm^ ^ 
aoclaty would not go to (he aju a ei 
of aayiig tfaiagi against BiSdUa. Hr: 
(be moat they would taka you iff a 
comer and tall you a Hw Well* 
known dungs about Bakhia ScHa'. 
ly off the reco^** A wiiwned ^ 
lady, Mrs 0*811 va, wbo spoke ioiliy 
^oitugueae. in fact maintained thH 
Bakhia was very **liber4i" and was 
helping the Machhis and the Cadto* 
lies alike 

j uggling, aomahow, does not 
seem to be taboo In Daman. It Is 
alcnost treated like a celebrated 
sport. It is something rhet brings in 
more money, something that brings 
more gin end /eni, more happiness. 
Smuggling is something thei 
"hamara Sukur Seth" does. 


TMatr 


Vallabhdas. was un «x*Congress(l) 
MLA from Cou who acred as Bakhia’s 
political godfather Bakhia himself is 
a man of extensive contacts. He 
kntms ihe underworld like the back 
of his hand and has a formidable 
reach in the establishment. PiJice 
and customs ofliciiils, jncome>tax 
officers, other bureauc'‘ats, MLAs; 
he has often used them at will in the 
past. Even intelligence reports on 
him admit that "wields consider* 
able infliienre in offictal and politic* 
aJ circles." One senior customs offic* 
er at Ahmedabad plainly admitted 
that several of his men ere "in 
Bakhie*$ pocket ’* 

D imen, che former Portuguese col* 
Doy off Bulsar end Vapi in south 
Gujaret, is Bakhia's base of opera* 
tioAS on the Arabian Sea. Daman is a 


i«*«newr A* 
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W!ne and Women 


: l 


jj^^khU U • Bwchui wiOtVtldtd ^anan bu 2 Eakl^ kaewv 


Mbon. Ha likes his wine ai>d 
woman. Kli added talents hare 
f"brought him enough wealth n 
l.aavaur the firet two 'W*>—even 
whUa in iiil or ^'recovering" to a 
he^iial. This man of laviah habits 
haa got what he has wanted: the 
finast Scotch whisky hidden in the 
meals or g)rlj garbed as nurses. It 
did cMt matter il ha was a slightly 
unattraciiva proposiiion-^Just five 
feet three, nowz.v and bald'-far 
umonay has got him his desirti. 

Suktic.Haran nelisad the gower 
)iief' iwenty early b ^ days of 
'hppnanttceshlp. Daman was then 
etiU under Portuguese conrrol and 
;Bakhia a mere earner. One day be 
wa» apprehended with concratMad 
goods but was toon out of coicody 
after his employer made a payoff. 
L Wbecher it is accomplishing a hsky 
' mission or avoiding detectioo. pro* 
longing invasrigation or tscabBi 
from custody, money has been 
Bakbia's chim instrument. It had 
led him up the iaddar of crUna. 
,.^ot leas helpfok however* has 
bMi) hJs i^rp mlod. From ibe very 
beginBing of hii criminal career* 
this son of a iiaherman called Haran 
showed proffllae: he was cool* ealcu* 
fating^ ruthless. What wu sore, he 
was excranely ambitious. Lellu 
Joi^il, another big*tune sonig^ 
from Daman,according to soaieloc* 
als ’ Bikhia'i mentor, started off 
smuggling potatoes atwl onions 
from India into Portuguese* 
controllgd Daman. Bakhia went 
srratghr on to gold and silver. 

'^e ;cniiy be iHicerate, he may 
’rhuAbfe in a strange, mixture of 
GuJareii'and the Mach hi dialect of 



thoroughly, the 
operations, tba way to 
both. So many dmes has 
the law a slip, on ao many occemeHi 
has he left pohcemcn pink Md rad 
that Bakbii inspires awe in aesy* 

There seems to be aoeae dkputap 
ai far as his genial aatwd usd 
behaviour are coitcanad. MgUi- 
gence records doscriba him eg I 
man who is "arrnifiBti end 
proud” but officials wlrc> ,llgv]| 
arrested and quM^soad Uaptf w 
found Bakhia rather caagaoM W 
mUd*mannered*.«vaA given to 
humour. Whan enstome superiMo* 
dant L.C. Filter had .goaa m 
Bakhia's palatial Damaa reeideaca 
to anwt him ia 1$82, ha had feuad 
him sipping Indian irtdals. On 
being why ha was d rtaki Bi 
an Indian brand, Bakhia remmhao, 
”1 6onH trust smaci^ Soonk ii*i 
all aduiteraiad eraf tham diTa.* 
Than ba chasgad and walked with 
Fitter without aiff The ealy 

OUtstioQ which Bakhli had asked 
one of his nea befare i^ak vtih 
the police wea, ”naa Mu mate 
(Do you get Uq^ thma, hi 
Bakhia went to tef eoBffdelsiW 
thereafter. Perh^a, ba c aos t ha n 
always confideot he would aac have 
to s|Nmd much dae in c u mady. la 
any case be always made a coidert* 
able pad for huasatf wher e ser Jha 
went Ail The Scotch aad M 
flesh for which Bakhta ($«> eHB 
hungen for. Sulnir Haraa Bikhia. 
should not have baeo besB bi ^ 
temple in Nani Daman. , "i*. 


tiny place surrounded by muddy 
backwaters and vaM marshes. A 
rarhar secluded place but at the 
«ajne lime just five hours by ruad 
tiom Bum bay and only four days 
aw;jy from Dubai by a dhaw. At first 
sight Daman looks like » one-street 
towmhip HTapped in the smell of fish 
and IniTTin,; with liars where even 
httlo bins sit and gulp gin and 
cu^shew feni. But 'iff ihe .street begins 
the real Daman —ttie Daman built by 
(he smuggling huom, the Daman nf 
Bakhia. Yru realise how fast prosper¬ 
ity has come when vuu see Urge 
concrete houses smelling of nothinj; 
but fiUi and irihubited bv fungi*clad 
fishermen. The little bey working m 
0 cycle repair shop wears h glirtcring 
imported watch, the man sitting on 
the strevt, knitting a net Iwims to a 



Japanese stereo cassette recorder 
and m what almost the size of a big 
village there is a surprisingly large 
number of three-wheelers and 
aaxis—all this the meherheni of 
Sukur Seth fas Bakhia is known). 

The coast of Daman is ideally 
suited to Bakhta's purposes. Dotted 
with Creeks and inlets, it is also 
shallow and marshy, making it 
almost impossible for customs ves¬ 
sels to chase the small canoes used 
by smugglers io€ depositing contra* 
hand on the coast. A broad uUet, 
locally called Daman Ganga, in fact, 
flows right through Daman, dividing 
the sea face town into two: Bade 
Daman and Chhota Daman. Bakhia 
has used the Daman Ganga at hii 
private port for dumping contra* 


was not safe for landmg, his boats 
would simply take a detour and park 
themselves, in one ' 6f "the se^ral 
landing staff ons BeAhtaiud fiaediip: 
most of thb. iriAeTt would W behind 
his icwfacrai^lA Diitrafi. Hr loCPtKm 
is iddally '»ited landing. The 
ice*fictory itself Is,of Bakhia's 
main godowns where he stores silver 
for shipment abroad and dumps the 
contraband that his boats bring in. 

Bakhia uses three categories of 
boars in every operation of his. The 
first leg of the journey from Dubai ia 
covered by 600 horse power Areb 
dhows which ere fitted with more 
than one enmne and can do upra 30 
knou. They bring the contralwnd— 
mainly electronic goods, wriStwiT^*' 
es end fabrics-^to within 20 
kilometres off Demtn wheff^ the an* 
tire consignment ia headed oo to 
small motorboats* also capable of 
high speeds. These carry the goods to 
e distance, five kilometres away, 
from the coast whare Bekhie's canoes 
are waitii^ Once these small boats 
aet'off for the coast, there ia little 
that can stop them. In water that is 
often only three to four feet deep* 
only expert hands can operate end 
most of them work for Bakhia.. 

After landing, the contraband ii 
loaded onto trucks and driven down 
to Bombay. Every truck is piloted by 
armed escorts. At one time when 
Bakhia wai doing excaptionelly good 
business entire armies were deputed 
for the safe passage of his contra¬ 
band from Daman to Bombay: almost 
90 men accompanied his trucks in 
cars* If intercepted by customs offi* 
cials, and that was rare, they would 
resort to violence. 

.No leK then 5,0(X) people were said 
to be in Bakhia's employ at one time. 
Hit network operated not only along 
the upper wettern coast biu also in 
Dubai. Hong Kong and Singapore. At 
one ume it was taidtobatha best- 
organised smuggling network in the 
country but even today Bakhia 
knows more about die p^ice than 
most policemen themselves. Daman 
is his eyes and ears. It is said that the 
moment a stranger enters Daman be 
is under watch. If anything suspi¬ 
cious is noticed it would immediately 
get to the Don. Active support from 
the local population—fishermen who 
help his Operations, the man on the 
Street who keeps a watciv—hae been 
one of the mein factors for Bakhia's 
success. Daman is a place where 
information comes in regularly but 
seldom goes out. That is the reason 
why Bal^ia has bem abla to avoid 
snaras or slips out rtf them with such 
ease end frequency. But on occasions 
Che Infomation machine does trip. 
One such feilure occurred in 19e2 


bend. And when the Ctamen Ganga land resulted In Bakhia's axrect Led 


suNosv 1^a swtbei 
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by cuatodu iup^nnodtni L.G. Pit- 
^ tnd unwd with a daiantioo order 
under tbe ConeetVition of Foreign 
.Exchet^, tod PreventioB. of Smug- 
gUng Aci (CdPEPOSA). $ teem of 
customs tleutbs wm tbie co pin him 
down to hU plush ftnahouse in De¬ 
mon on I A|^ 1982. For once they 
bad outwitted Bakhio: they got a 
detention order not from Valsed 
(Bulsar), the nearest customs office, 
but Goa. slipped Quietly into Daman 
and knocked at bis farmhouse. 

They lodged him in the Pen 
Afuada jail, Goa. but it took him less 
than two months to take sweet re¬ 
venge. On 30 May 1982 the COFEPO- 
6A review committee decided to let 
Bakhia go but officials of the Gujarat 
customs were ready at Fort Ag^da 
to vrelcome Bakhia with freah orders 
for detention. Bakhia had other 
ideas. Perhaps, he knew well what 
awaited him. He took his release 
order, walked quietly out of the main 
gate and boarded a bus to Bombay 


from where he returned to bis 
favourite haunts around Daman. Tbe 
customs officials were shown a dearr 
pair of heels. 

Bakhia has been playing hide-and- 
seek with the customs and the police 
for more than a decade-and-a-half 
now. He runs, they foUow. Bakhia 
started giving them headaches in the 
lata Siaties when be was doing a 
hefty illegal trade with his counter, 
parts in Dubai. The first big catch 
was on 30 September 1969 when e 
customs vessel. MVS Mayavaci. inter¬ 
cepted an Arab boat called 
Almasboor off Osman end seized Rn 
14,79,190 worth in foreign currency. 
A pe^ty of fU four 1^ was im 
posed on Bakhia which has still not 
been realised. On S May 1970. silver 
worth Rs 4.34.018 was found in a 
pickup van (MRD 9101) near Daman 
and a penalty of Rs ten lakhs was 
clamped on Bakhia. He was again 
fined Rs ten lakhs when gold, wrist- 
watches and fabrics worth Rs 


9,61,18^ were seired from Jalaram 
Viihwas, a motorised vessel used by 
Bakhia. on 16 February 1971. But 
such was liis infrastructural strength 
* and his hold on the market that he 
, continued to flourii^h despite such 
losses. 

In fact, it was during the early 
Seventies that Bakhia spread and 
strengthened his empire. He set up a 
team around him. prominent among 
whom were Jogibhai M. Tandel and 
Hanbhai M. Tandel. He sent his 
brother-in-law. Naranbhai Gov- 
anbhai Mach hi, ro manage his opera¬ 
tions in Dubai and upetied a bogus 
firm called Meena Trading Agencies 
there, established links with politi- 
crans and officials, bought seaciaft 
and a fleet of cars and trucks and 
became the biggest employer in Da¬ 
man. And his generosity won him 
many friends. By 1973 he had be¬ 
come the Don. the feared and re¬ 
spected Sukur Seth. 

After hoodwinking the authorities 
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eluded in it are 43 n^tor vehldea. 
ooe of which is a Mercedes and 
another a Cadillac, half a dotes 
trucks and a fleet of <ihow$ all of 
which are rtgiitered ia the names 
of other people. 

Of lite some people have beg u n 
to believe that Bakhia*s fonunei 
have taken a dip and that because 
he has apast moat of his tisie shat- 
tling between jaib and hospitals 
since 1982 he has lo« hia grip on 
die maiket and his credibility. **He 
is ruined financially, finished.* rB 
marked a customs official ia Ahme- 
dabad. Bui there ere indkasions 
that point to the contrary. Bakhia is 
currently waiving personal and 
surety-bonds worth fodr lakh 
repees. Besides, there ere other 
peaalriei (tn lakha) impoeed earlier 
that are yet to be released. Does 
Bakhia care? *Why should he?* 
asks a senior polstt officer. *A lew 
lakhs don't bother Bakhia. tt is 
peanuts for him." 

It would be naive to btlieva that 
Bakhia jg a spent force. Even if his 
stock in tbe market has ftwehed a 
new lnw,.he still is dw asaater of an 
•AorAowi-henwBi empire. Assd h»«r 

Budi dBB wBBid It take hher a» 
fae tt abH^ hfa 

amehf hla breilinB? iiim. gtl, 
BeatyoB# ^ this hHstoem kaowa 
Am ddabw ftsharMB Bmbi Pa* 
IMB igiap d^ aappMt 4f-hBBlhM 

h-B0Ba BBtch. 
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inrolvetf »t Daman are aaid to be 
Lallu Joghi and Sukur Bakhia... A 
review of our files indicates that the 
above names are certainly familiar 
and wUI be no surprise to you." If 
Bakhia was at all in a financial mess 
in 1977. he soon made it all up a'hd by 
19S0 was once again hoarding huge 
quantities of silver. The customs, 
which by now had realised it had 
made an error of judgment, noted 
the increased activity in his camp 
and the fact that he was avoiding 
checkposts. For this in July 1980. he 
purchased a white staiion*wagoa 
which resembled an ambulance. 
Only a month later silver worth Rs 
aight*and a*quaner lakhs was seised 
from one of his cars. The landings 
continued, business flourished. 
Thereafter, in 1981, Bakhia took a 
dhow to Dubai to striko a business 
deal and landed back on the Dandi 
coast with a huge contraband. After 
his Dubai visit, there was a spate of 
landings on the Gujarat coast. Then 
disaster struck for Bakhia On 10 
January 1982. Bakhta's vessel Chan* 
drasagar, loaded with contraband 
worth Rs 90 lakhs, was intercepted 
by the customs. 

While it gave Bakhia a jolt it also 
sent the customs authorities running 
alter him. Orders for his arrest under 
COFEPOSA were issued by the gov< 
amments of both Gujarat and Goa. 
On 8 April 1982 he was taken into 
custody and sent to Fort Aguada. 
Alter his sensational escape from 
Port Aguada Bakhia has spent most 
of his time between jails and hospit 
all. Rearrested on 31 July 1982 in the 
U;»dei town of Bhuj in Gujarat, he 
has consistently managed to either 
obtain bail orders or get out using his 
standard excuse: heart and blood 
pressure problems. Even when the 
Shad Hariphal case haarings were to 
begin in September 1984, Bakhia was 
in Daman feigning sickness. A spe* 
ciaJ public prosecutor had to make a 
trip to Daman and bring him to 
Ahmedabad where he was put be¬ 
hind bars iO the Sabarmati jail. Now 
he is again a free roan, operating 
quietly from somewhere and perhaps 
reorganising his gang. In Abme^- 
bad, however, authorities maintain 
he is no more what be used to be. The 
talk that be is financially ruined has 
gained currency in customs circles. 
Besides, they say, he is physically too 
drained to be active now. But Bakhia 
remains a man of resources, and it 
would take him Little time to beckon 
success again. As far as his phytical 
condition is concerned. Justice R.M. 
Christi had remarked while deliver- 
ing hii judgment in the Shad 
Hariphal case on 18 December 1984 
that Bakhia looked In good condition. 


F<»r1 ABUuda JiiH Hakhiu wh*. hidard ririkr 


fo( years, during which time hv be- 
caoke the biggest buyer nf gold in 
Dubai and a prominent member in 
the smugglers’ big league. Bakhia 
was finally detained under COFEPO* 
SA in December His release in 
April 197$ by the Delhi High Court 
did not really give him frvedum for 
he was rounded up in ihat swcHip on 
smugglei-s a week after the prodama 
tiun of Emergency. But even the 
Emergency could not keep Bakhia 
within four walls. He got himself 
certified as a chronic heart patient 
and spent the months of detention in 
Bom hay's King George’s Hospital. It 
was a long lull. Bui nu sooner was the 
Emergency lifted than Bakhia began 
his nefarious activities. 

He moved frantically on the Da¬ 
man. VapiValsad-Boinhay circuit, 
met hundreds of people including 
Hari Gailabhdas. the eN.('ongress(l) 
Ml.A from Goa and reactivated his 
Jinks in Dubai. Customs intelligence 
was only beginning to suspect char 
Bakhia might launch his operations 
soon when he went and Imught SV. 
Rama bagar, a motorised craft for Rs 
two lakhs on 30 2>eptember 1977. 
Bakhia was in the market again. 
Curiously, customs mtelliKence does 
not teem to have suspected Jt. A 
apace of reports filed on his ai i *viries 
In the latter half of 1977 au intri¬ 


guing. One such report, filed on 19 
October 1977 said "It appean chat 
the biggest gang of Bakhia is abst^ 
lutely inert and inactive." Another, 
sent in on € December 1977 read: 
**Bakhia is found busy un his fuiai 
and his ice-factory. No auapect per¬ 
son visits him." Customs authorities 
had almost concluded chat Bakhia 
had mired, that he was nnned finan¬ 
cially and not worth much in the 
market. 

It was a grave mistake. For. Bakhia 
waK then making hectic pre¬ 
parations fur getting back into 
ness. On 12 January 1976 two of his 
boats—Dharia Dolat and S.V. Rama 
Saga eft for Bombay to collect 
‘'cargo." And Bakhia was afloat. This 
time he was not only into gold, silver 
and electronic goods but also drugs. 
And so important did he become on 
the drug circuit in a short time that 
he drew the attention of David S. 
Daub, (hen assistant narcotic attache 
t United States department of justice 
and drug eoforceoteni administra- 
lionl at the US embassy in New 
Delhi, In a letter to the customt 
authorities dated 28 March 1978, he 
wrote; "Indian opium is allegedly 
moving from dhows from Daman to 
Muscat. Opium is being taken by 
small boHTs lo ^a where it is loaded 
in dhows The principal individuiU 
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Philips have made a lOOmiiiion idevision 
sets, $0 naturally we know more about what our 
customers want and appreciate in a colour TV. 

For example, every Philips is FULLY 
TROPICAUSED annsi heal and humidlly. so ihK 
you er^ prj)lem*fne viewing 

What's more, all Philips servKt centres in 
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from Singapore of Ho(^ Kong. Plus a guarantee on 
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Philips VCRs come In two models: Their 
features Indude high*speed video search, up to 4 
hours recording, auto play*back. time display 
and pre-pro^amming for one event 7 d^s 
in advance 

For colour televisions, a nrm d 
models are available from 14**, 16^ or 2ir, 
with or vdthout remote conhd. All the 
models have these common features Philips 
famous natural colour horn o'jr equally 
famous Hi^ pidwe tube, Quid^ ^ 
bright!) ^ level for more contrast, 

VCR adaptatioru on all channels. 4 watts 
sound output, Automatic Fine Timing for 
sharp cttctures. low pow^ censumptioa. 

Plus superior quality and service that 
comes frcmi beii% the la^ TV manufochirff- 
in the world 
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it takes the humps and 
potholes with care and 
re^^ for the Hder It reacts 
instantly to the brakes. And I 
love the wa>' it comes to sudi 
a stable halt. M)' husband says 
because of a new 
sui^easion that transfers the 
impact of sudden braking, 
from the front wheel to the 


















rM wheeler,.. it must hm 
been designed by a woman 
N^ftusbijKL of course, 
characcertstically dls^ees. 



























ChorwAd - one of Outarat % 
lovelkes^ beaches, v^rt 
thur>derin3 surf, golden Mr>ds ar«j 
swaying catuarfna co<npicment the 
tmeWs gfaciouvtcss of the ^lace. 
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The resoft h eqwipded tuwrlousty vMh eaqublte 
rooms, marble ba^ otcMve lounses, swlmmmg 
pooh, game and card room and video facJaucs. 
Two restaurants Oder exdting vegetanan and 
non-regetarfar) tee and fresh sea-food. Come. A 
royal welcome awahs you. 

Accommodation r 7S rooms to suit every budget > 
a choice of palace, cottage, ddme ar>d economy 
rooms. 


Business faciRtics: Conference Hafl with secretarial 
facilities 


How to reach; Nearest a^port is Keshoc^ 36 km 
wfKh IS hnked to Bombay. Nearest ralway stabon 
IS Oiorwad Road. Tran^ort to artf horn akpon and 
station is available. 








Hearty places of Int e reat r Somnath > 36 km, tha 
renowned shmc wtth the f e eam w fr ow i ga j 
Sasan (Sir - 00 km, the rwtute tsabtat of the Adatlc 
hovv Poibandar-to km, the histortc tevm vNiere 
Mahatma Gan^ was bom; Ahme^urManda 
-IBS knv a beautiful beach reort with moteih 
fadWics, Wu-mifln,thaa»iierteftug ei ecoiany. 
has an ancieni fort and art acatam baeeh 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


MGR Takes 
Cliaii;e Again 

After an incredible recovery from the brink of death, 
MGR IS back to rule 



N early a cniilion awe*$tnjck people 
of Tamil Nadu witne&sed their 
beloved leader M.G. Ramachan* 
dran's triumphant return to their 
midst at the dawn of 4 February after 
waging an incredible battle against 
death that outshone even the most 
perilous of his celluloid adventures. 
The popular impression that MGR 
has divine strength became a belief 
as the multitude eased with worship* 
ful eyes at the leader who look^ 
fresh and buoyant. For the millions 
the fourmonth Ufe*andHdeath strug. 
gle had been only a nightmare that 
dissolved with the soft rays of the 
rising sun. 

On S November 1984. MGR, on the 
brink death, had been flown to 
New York scrapped ro a stretcher, 
breathing throu^ a tube. His lungs 
had collapsed, he had diabetes, a 
paralytic stroke and a damaged kid* 
ney. Three months later he returned, 
walking jauntily on hii own feet. 
Apart from the speech impeirment, 
there were no tell'tile si^s of le* 
rious ailments that would have per* 
manencly crippled, if not kilted, most 
people. 



At d.SS am on 4 February, MGR 
was spotted sitting on the back seat 
of his official blue ambassador car 
TMQ 4777. The car was driven up the 
specially constructed ramp to 
the rear of the podium Opening the 
door himself, MGR bounced out, and 
unaided walked into full public view 
with the characteristic spring in his 
gait. A fuU.tbroated cheer of joy and 
relief rent the morning sky. People 
watched with open-mouthed wonder 
at this vision of MGR—the same old 
fet cap. the same old glasses, the 
same old crisp white Hurra end dhoti, 
the same old gestures and smiles. 
Yes. the same old MGR was back. No 
one had dared hope for such a mira* 
cle. The first thing MGR did was to 
bow his head deeply and fold his 
hands in a humble, vannaJeJeam —the 
Tamil equivalent of oamuste. With 
that touching gesture, MGR con¬ 
veyed his humility and sincere grati¬ 
tude much more effectively than a 
100 words. Women wept unabashed¬ 
ly. MGR then lifted his right hand 
high up in the air, bis characteristic 
gesture of peering. The verve and 
ease with which be did it sent spirits 
soaring and the assemblage waved 
their hands in wild abandon. The 
vigorous way in which he kept wav¬ 
ing his right hand (which was 
anlicttd by the paralytic stroke) van* 
qulahed the fast avaporating doubts 
about MCR's recovery. But on stage, 
IIGR demonstrated not only his re- 
markabla physical recovery but also 
bU mental alertneia—the crucial 
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up«ct that wa$ tha to^k of fervid whom most had not expecied to come cop diair had been organised for 

^bate. Scanning the huge crowd, he back alive, had begun ibe third MG1( to travel in. In the sterile 

soon spotted his partymen, beaming phase of his life. atmosphere of a Mew York hospital 

with happiness in the VIP enclosure. For the people the darshan was one need not have worried about 

Like a fond father, he summoned more satisfying than any of his films, tafaction, but npi so in the steamy! 

th^ on stage and eveo elderly On 3 February people had begun heat of Madras. There is cause for 

AIADMK party men. who could bare* pouring into the city from all over alarm as MGR insists on meeting 

ly restrain themselves, leapt up on the state, to witness the historic various people* many of whom may 

stage like schoolboys. MGR warmly moment. Nearly two lakh people had be silent carriers of infection, un* 

embraced speaker K. Rajaram and a thronged the M^ite stadium, 12 known to themselves. Further, MGR 

few others. That he bad missed them hours before the scheduled darshait. will not^hear of quaraniioc. 

all intensely became apparent, when Lavish and meticulous errugements The other aspect that might create 
MGR overcome with emotion, wept (a tribute to R.U. Veerappan’s orga- trouble is the possibility of a psycho* 

like a baby. But as he has proved so nising skills) had been made to pro logicel problem which could arise 

many times, he is a man with a steel vide the basic needs like food, water, due to hii inebllity to speak. His 

will end quickly composed himself, and toilet facilities. Little bonfires, words are still indistinct end the 

Remarkable also was the fact that excited chatter, vendors yelling their inability to converse freely may lead 

unlikehis wife. DrSreepadaRaoand wares, the screening of five ever* to frustration end depression, 

others accompanying him from New green hits of MGR (significantly according to Dr Sreepada Rao. 

York, MGR did not even look jetlag* none of them were Jayalaliiha star* The alacrity with which Governor 
ged. Contrary to the photographs rers) all lent a carnival atmosphere Khuraaa declared that MGR was 
taken in the Brooklyn hospital in to the sudium. Multicoloured wel* “physicelly fit and mentally alert*’ 
which he looked old end haggard, his come arches, banners, buntings and established the fact Chet sometime 
face now looked taut, bright and posters decorated the premises. Moat during the end of January the centre 
fresh. Of course the half hour make posters showed a flower*bedackad becatne fully aware of MGR's spec* 
up lebsion in the aircraft after he Janaki RamacKandran standing naxt tacular recovery. The Governor 
landed at the Madras airport helped to MGR (till now one had never seen would not have iasued the statement 
but (he fact that struck a chord in posters of her). without consulting Delhi. This also 

every heart was not iust the un* Inveetigations by Sumoav reveal explains why the Delhi trip had such 
changed face but the inner strength that there ere only two things that a sobering, effect on Mr Thirunavuk* 
radiated by MGR. The brief simple MGR need to worry about regarding karaau, the minister who was di* 
public reception shorn of unneces* hia health. He hM id be guerded vested of e few of his portfolios, 
sary melodrama end ostentation against irifection. Due to the edmims* Thirunevukkereau who blamed a 
lasted for 20 minutes after which tration of cyclospirin the drug that ’’group*’ in the party for the shoddy 
MGR strode back to his car end controls the antibodies to check re* treamem meted out to him and who 
drove off to his hous^—not to rest jectionof the donated kidney, MGR's had asserted that the decision was 
but to meet partymen, officials, well* natural resistance to Infection has not MGR’s, clamped up completely 
wishers and the Governor. The man weakened. This was i^iy a bubble on bia return from Delhi. 
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T he political fallout of MC<R’s 
tnumphoni leturn ir the vindica¬ 
tion, in a Rense, of the coterie It is 
now clear that Mi Ramachandren 
was fully aware of the developments 
vis-a-vis jayalaliiha and Thirunavuh* 
karasu. This was proved in no uncer* 
tain terms in full public view by Mr 
Ramachandran himself. Among the 
many AIADMK partymen who had 
clambered onto the stage was Mr 
Thirunavukkarasu. MCR was seen 
communicating by means of gestures 
to Thirunavukkarasu Indicating that 
now that he (MGRj was back, *^there 
was nothing to worry." He also Indl* 
cated to Thirunavukkarasu that he 
wanted to meet him the same day. 
Obviously MGR would not have com* 
municated in this fasion to Thiruna* 
vukkarasu if he had been ignorant of 
the goings un. The minister met MGR 
thrice in three days. Mr Thirunavuk* 
kerasu told S^nuay that he apprised 
Mr Ramachandran of all the develop* 
ments during his absence. Signifi* 
cantly, he said he was convinced that 
Mr Ramachandran was aware of him 
being divested of his porrfolioi. No 
amounr of persuasion succeeded in 
getting Mr Thirunavukkarasu to talk 
further about his meetings with 
MGR. As he told $i:miAY, "Now I 
know that MCR was aware of the 
situation. As 1 have said before, 1 am 
prepared to accept any decision of 
MGR’s " 

Coming from one of the prominent 
persons who had earlier raised 
doubts about decisions being taken 
on behalf of MGR by a ‘'group” in the 
party, the statement is highly signifi* 
cant. It is clear, therefore, that MGR 
*ook (he decisions himself. Bur this 
still does not answer the question 
why he took the decision, when it is 
well-known that he went into hospk* 
al. favourably disposed to both 
Jayalalitha and Thirunavukkarasu. 
Why then were these two singled out 
(or axing? 

A person close to MGR who was 
With him in New York told (his 
correspondent that the coterie had 
been manipulating MCR. ever since 
the election results were out. Hie 
coterie, very cleverly, made no direct 
contact with MGR, but through 
politicians, industrialists and a lead* 
ing Tamil writer, all of whom told 
MGR two things to cum him against 
Jayalaliiha. First, that JayaUUtba 
had begun hobnobbing with the Con* 
gress(l) leaders in Delhi, a fact that 
had even earlier begun to worry 
MCR. The other information fed to 
him waa that she and Thininavukkar* 
asu were having an affair, which 
accounted for Thuunavukkatatu 
openly supporting bar. Later whan 
Nedunchaaan went to meet him in 



Yes. on the day of her 
marriage, sudha discovered, 
her husband was already 
married... to the bottle i 



Now, While It's the 
drinks for him, for her 
It's tears. 


A happy married life nipped in Iti 
Dud, when it ought to have 
bloomed, as alcohol takes its toH. 
POT the newiy*wed wife it becomes 
/ a nigntmare. 

The signs are unmistakable: 

* The peace, prosperity and 
happiness of family start to take 
savere punishment. 

* The husband staggers home at 

Irregular hours 

• All that the wife gets are bitter 

quarrels. And beatings... 

Let not aicohOi rob you of a loving 
wife. Avoio drinking. Air it needs Is 
the Intention... and a bit of win 
power. 


It'S liquor... 
or your mamed life 


MuvenMKintrwtpv uwstry pf soctti i womn ewf u . oovwnmsm ef wmm. 
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N«w York he was mformed hap* 
penhi|s more or less along the seme 
4nes. Nedunehet ian pressed for the 
remove I of JayaJaliihe end MGR 
for a reason that proves hir 
shrewdness. 

According te the source, in the 
Brooklyn hospital MGR was docile 
end nodded agrtemert to a lot of 
things. This for the simple reason 
that he was fully aware of his hel* 
plessness. He caught on to the fact 
that the coterie was operating in full 
swing. Sitting in New York, still in 
the process of recovering. MGR de 
dided it was best to play along with 
the coterie as he realised that the 
group was in control of both the 
party and the government. Any pro> 
vocation or confrontation with the 
coterie would have precipitated a 
situation in which he would have lust | 
total control of the parry as well as ' 
the government. Astutely he realised i 
that even if he playvd along vdth the 
coterie, he could always rectify the 
situation on his return, when he 
could be in direct physical control of 
fhe party and government. The mi* 
nute he wa» in home territoryi MGR 
began asserting himself, starting 
with the refusal to climb out from the 
hircraft into the bubbletop chair and 
•pecial van. Contrary to doctors 
orders, he summomed all his party* 
men on stage where in full view of 
Others he directed Thirunavukkar* 
««u tO' meet ^ai, .ebvieuiJy fully 
kware that the Ipner ^ould other* 


wise be denied a chance to meet him. 
Ever since MGR returned and began 
asserting himself, Nedunchetian and 
Veerappan have clearly been looking 
uneasy. 

MGR is now in full control ^ the 
situation and has ensured that like 
before all party and government- 
related decisions are taken by him¬ 
self and no one else He ^v^ that 
the ministry'making exercise was his 
own effort. In meeting Thirunavuk* 
karasu thrice it is clear that he is well 
on to the path of patching up all the 
differences jn the party. At the same 
time, Si NDAY learns that MGR is 
very angry with Jayelelitha because 
of her intemperate comments in the 
press about the coterie, his wife and 
himself. Even so the situarion has not 
reached the point of ni^reiurn which 
is evident from the fact that MGR 
refused to even suspend her fn^m the 
party as requested by senior minis* 
ters. Apparently. MGR is wailing for 
passions tu cool and wiU take a 
decision regarding Jayalalitha in ab¬ 
out a month's time. Till such time 
.Status quo will be maintained; neith¬ 
er will Jayalalitha be reinstated rtor 
will she be expelled. Even though 
M(»R is angry with Jayalalitha for 
her harsh remarks, according to 
sources, he is unlikely to throw her 
out of the party. They point out that 
even a person like Edmund who 
defected from the AiADMK when 
the MGR govemmeni was dUmkaed 
in 1980. and rejoined when It won a 


is well known that MGR's altitude lo 
errant party members is; “If I throw 
them out of the party, where will 
they go?** 

Her anger spent, Jayalalitha has 
once again chosen to become a re* 
cluse. Earlier it was power that made 
her inaccessible. Now it appearv to 
be obsiracism. The flag of revolt that' 
was raised by Thirunavukkarasu in 
the AlADMK was unfurled by Jayala* 
litha. In raising doubts about MGR'i 
(her own mentor's) mental alertness, 
Jayalalitha appears to have alien¬ 
ated the sympathy of a large section 
of people. Hie popular feeling is that 
she acted immaturely. rashly and 
hastily. ''She could have at least 
waited till MGR returned before she 
blew her cop She would not have cut 
such a sorry figure now," is the 
refrain now However, there is a 
section, particularly women, who 
feel sorry for her. They point out that 
she was after all a loyal party worker, 
which she so effectively demons* 
trared at the time of the election 
campaign. While they also cannot 
condone her from her trenchant out* 
bunt, they feel that that tha hard 
work put m by her for the AlAOMK 
should stand her in good stead in this 
hour of crisis. 

In tha Fifties, after a string of 
flops, MGR's film career was thought 
CO be finished. But ha reached the 
pinnacle of success in the Sixties and 
reigned supreme till ha quit. Whan 
ha floated his own party in 1972, 
everybody scoffed at him. Ha had tha 
last laugh when he trounced the 
DMK and won 132 seats in the 
Assembly elections in 1977. In 1980, 
when the MGR government was dis¬ 
missed It was fall that the non* 
performance of the AlADMK govern¬ 
ment would smash MGR's charisma. 
He became chief miniiter for the 
second time and his charisma was 
strengthened with the introduction 
of ihe noon meal scheme. 'Hie recent 
ailment was MGR's second brush 
with death. The first time was when 
he was shot in the neck from point 
blank range by screen villain M. R. 
Radha. Then too he made a spectacu¬ 
lar recovery, with only a slight blur¬ 
ring of speech. There is a popular 
saying in Tamil: Dharmum ihaiai 
kakkum (acts of charity will protea 
you). MGR is popularly called pon- 
mmaachmmma} (m«in with the golden 

hean) as his munificence is legen¬ 
dary. The MGR legend rests on the 
belief that because MGR is such a 

E ood man, whatever the odds against' 
im, whatever the combination of of 
evil forces ranged igainii him, MGR 
will fight and triumph in the end. 
The legend lives oo. 
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■lanced. That*$ the ftrii 
thing that strikes you about 
Victor Banerjee. That he is 
balanced. 

He is not cun or arruganc. as 
widely rumoured, but he is decidedly 
oucsp^en. Yet he rarely loses his 
equUlbnum and it is easy (u see how 
he could be equally inpressive as the 
strong and quiet Nikhilesh (of Satya 



jit Ray's Ciure>S#xre) as well as the 
jiunpy Dr Asia (of David Lead’s A 
Passage ro India). 

When this correepcndant net him, 
however, Victor Banerjee looked 
harassed. He was waiting; lor an 
urgent oveiseas call to come through, 
for his air ticket to LA. lor his 
passport and Reserve Bank clear* 
ances, lor the various documents he 
was required to be equipped with for 
business abroad and finally for a 
breath of relief. He wasn’t even sure 
whether he was leaving for Los 
Angeles the same Bight or the neat 
morning. 

Viaor’s plans were part of a piece: 
his agents abroad were alreay doing 
the rounds of the Hollywood studios 
for him Will A Passage to India 
then prove to be Victor's passage 
abroad? 


“No' rame the reply, “thanks to 
you. the press for overpublicis ing A 
Passage to Indite, 1 won't be our ot 
work in India so soon." But surely his 
trip abroad would mean some more 
foreign assignments in the years to 
come? “Well, there is no such film in 
the offing yet, if that's what you 
mean. If I do get a good offer. I'll 
surely accept It, why not? Ideally, of 
course. 1 would tike to work in one or 
two Indian and/or Bengali films ev* 
ery year." 

What does the larest *star' of Indi* 
an cinema have to say about his 
success? The answer it well framed 
and prepared, which is only oxpected 
from a candid and fluent speaker 
like Victor Banerjee and possibly 
more ao because he's had to go over it 
so many titnct (“lliere's been a spate 
of interviews of lete"): “Success is a 
fortunate juxtaposition of the part 
you pley and tlw film you work in. 
Yet, of course, you have to possess 
the minimum requirements, but 
there's no way really you can man* 
ipulate (he future.** 

“Let's put it this way. Had A 
Passage ro India been a Merchant 
Ivory production, it would have been 
inconsequential. J feel that people 
attribute a lot less to luck than they 
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ter down lo a level of credibility that 
would be comprehensible 10 ao 
' American audience was an acid teat 
ol the aaor, which Victor Banerjee 
passed with flying colours. 

Bui then, Victor Banerjee is no 
novice at acting. On stage from the 
age of five. Victor has been 

nurtured by theatre through his 
growing years. He was associated 
with leeding English theetre groups 
both in Calcutta and Bombay. It was 
only in 1977 that he made his debut 
in cinema with a meaty role in Satya¬ 
jit Ray*s Shatranj Ke KAiian'. Many 
others followed though not with the 
rapidity of a Jeetendra but covering 
e wide variety of roles in Kindi and 
Bengali, Pikoo*s Ditty made by Ray 
for (he French television. Shyam Be^ 
negePs Aa/yug and Aarohan were the 
most noteworthy. 

Alihou^ Aarohan stills remains to 
be seen commercially. Victw Baner- 
jee is as much remembered for his 
portrayal of the haughty xammdar in 
this film as for the stem and unten¬ 
able industrialist in Aafyug. Victor 
himself, however, does not consider 
Kalyug a very satisfying film as far as 
his role is concerned—"in the sense 
(hat mine was not the only or singu¬ 
lar Lonirilnition to (he film. I was 
only a part of the team and Dhanraj 
(played by Victor in the film) was 
equal to ss many as four others in the 
^^uction." 

Then, perhaps, it was because of a 
dearth of satisfying roles that Victor 
was nm interested in more Hindi 
films? "Oh fwi." replied Victor, “Pd 
love to work in Hindi films (pro¬ 
vided, of course, the role is good) but 
□ot many prodwcervdirectors have 
really got in touch with me. Perhaps, 
they can find many e younger and 
good actor in Bombay itself." Victor 
added with an innocent smile. 

But, in any case, the commercial 
cinema world of Bombay is not Vic¬ 
tor's cup of tea. WJiat perturte him 

"is the irresponsible attitude 
adopted by these filmmakers. They 
ought to realise the deep impact (hey 
make on a gullible and uneducated 
public." 

W hat of Left Front cinema? 

Could that be included under 
better cinema: Victor's reply came 
quick: "Of that genre. I am afraid, I 
am extremely rired. Left Front cinO’ 
ma only depicts the oppression of the , 
poor by the richer classes. There are 
far more gnawing problems in the 
country that do not, in any way, 
concern the disparity between the 
haves end the have-nots. 


"None of these filmmakers realise 
this. There are exceptions alright, 
but almost all their films ve alwut 
the poor in relation to the rich. Why 
don't they ever deal with the poor 
alone?” According to Victor Baoer- 
jae. the only motivation that works in 
then is the desire to join the band¬ 
wagon to International awards. "At 
-the head of it all, is the tragic trend 
of promoting end strengthening the 
established views ol those f^eign 
film critics who refuse to look at aay 
other aspect of India ocher than what 
k% popular in the west. They simply 
love to see it (the seamier side of life 
in oui country." 

Victor is positively livid as he 
recalls meeting a few foreign film 
journalists in Calcutta at the last 
Pilmotsav. For persons who had been 
associated with filnu for so long 
Victor Banerjee thought it appalling 
that "it was only when they saw the 
films here that those pompous fools 
realised that English films shown in 


Vktor Banerjee in <«hafe>ga/rp 


should Success, utter all, doesn't 
happen every day." 

It was 1S March last year, as Victor 
recailed, that he walked into Sir 
David’s room in a Delhi hotel—script 
in hand, a hypmhetiCdJ dialogue well 
leheai’sed. his nerves on edge and 
simply dying for an affirmative nud. 

Success had found him out (hat day 
iiwlf, catapulting him to internation¬ 
al horiznns. What has happened since 
is history. It is, however, not jus( the 
mention of his "electrifying" per¬ 
formance jri A f'.i.srage fu fndra in 
Time niagerine that has turned the 
livHds Ilf a homegrown audience, as 
Victoi l>clieves rather disdainfully. 
The film has not even been shown in 
India 

The credit for his current high 
goes, no less, if nut more, to his 
brilliant portrayal of (he idealist aris¬ 
tocrat. Nikhilesh in Satyajit Ray's 
Gharif Biiire. And as a viewer re¬ 
mained while coming out of the 
theatre where (he film is currenilv 
showing m Calcurta; "Ghare-Baire is 
Victor Victor all the way ” 

In the very essential balance with 
which he lius rendered the two "di¬ 
ametrically opposite characters," 
lies the evaluaiinn of Victor Baner- 
jee's versatility. A^ the actor related. 
Dr Aiir. of Pj.v.viige and Nikhilesh of 
Ghare-Baire stand on "two different 
sides of (he graph " While Nikhilesh 
brings out an introspective tragic 
hero. Dr Aziz is an incredible charac¬ 
ter: "a comic rule whuh rises to 
tragic heights in straight forward 
arrogance and ends on an absolute 
•quililrrl um." 

i^jjkingirg thai improhahiv charac¬ 


^ Ht«r B«iicri«* ptavlet Dr Atli joyfaly 
MfTlrlws eel froei tlw ireki*« MlHierd te 
ImprcM Adda 
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Ipdit tTt screened without sub* and the argument got prolonged.*' overreacKutg tu it because come 
titles.** The argument was on the question of as a tremendous in the midst of 

Just when we were wondering if the accent Victor should employ to a spate of 5Ci*fi films and special 

there was any subject on which Vic. suit his characterisetion of Or Aijt. effect movies. No one is going to walk 

tor Banerjec was less than forthright, ‘‘But it was blown out of proportion out of this film. The script is excel* 

we asked him to comment on the by a reporter who sp<^ to me. lent and well drafted and the film 

he had worked with. Ftf Nevertheless, says Victor, "working itself is beeuiifully shot and edited, 

the first time, he wes non<omffliteel. in a Lean film makes you a very The nine pages devoted to it by rfme 

"Ajoy Kar is one fine gentleman I've ruthless and unkind jud^ of works which also bills it as ihe best picture 

worked with. In terms of stimulation made by lesser filsunakefs.** of 19B4 is a tribute to the return of 

and providing a rewarding eaperi* David Lean, as Victor would put it. the classic films.** 
ence, Rav stands head and shoulders is a perfect auivur—*"an excellent How does Victor race Chare Bain? 
above all the others. Shyam Benegal editor, a vmnderful photographer Victor comes straight to the point, 

is a natural filmmaker and has a most and absolutely the actor's director. "As far as this film is concerned, it 

amiable unit. And as for David Lean. Besides, in a Lean film, there is nor a has to be seen mure than once to 

he is perhaps one of the greatest single mediocre performance, which understand the level it operates on.** 

people one can work with.** is a challenge in itself. Then, you are The actor does not agree with critics 

Despite the many versions one has given almost the same footage as who believe that <7hare>Baire does 

heard about Victor’s initial differ othen. which also makes standing not sum up Ray as Fanny and Aiexan* 

ences with Lean, the actor does not out a little more difficult.** Yet. Vic* der does Ingrid Bergman. "I don't 

hesitate to admit chat he has learnt a tor feels satisfied and rewarded think so at all. In fact, I feel it is very 

lot while working with Lean. "You enough when he thinks'aloud; ** A accurately representative of Ray as 

'can differ with any director, for that Passe^e to Mia was a great experi* he thinks and ubserves things to* 

mattar. They only difference in this ence indeed." day.** Asides, says Victor, every 

case was that Lean is e man with a A Passage to India. Victor Baner- artiste has the right to vary his style 
positive and too perfect an approach $et feels, has found so many people from film to film. "This just shows 
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ON POLYESTER 
AND COnON SARIS, 
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ON POLYESTER 
AND COnON SHEETS, 
TOWELS, FURNISHINGS, 
BLANKETS,QUILTS. 
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that our critics have not develop«d i( reach our lo maximum number of ctevtr went to Bombay with the inten 
all*' people," is all thar Victor wants to tion of becoming a superstar. He 

Regarding the itievitable and un* reveal rlfpit away. wanted to be an actor; what he did 

flattering comparison being drawn Isn't he keen to become a director; become eventually was a star never 

between Ghare Baire and Ray's ear- . Victor's reply comes without any reallv appreciated as as actor. 1, for 

lier masterpiecei Charu/era, Victor hesicatioii. **01 course. An actor in a one, feel it's because of a sense of 

fails to gauge the reason. like ! film is. after all, only a minor cog in frustration that he has turned to 

accusing Tagore of rewriting a story | the entire system. Filins are a direc* politics." 

under a different name. The only | tor's medium. I definitely find direct* But hasn't Victor ever aspired to 
thing common between the twu films ing more satisfying than acting, reach that star status: 'Mo, Til never 
is Tagore and the basic material ; Given a choice between acting and ! be able to. I come from a totally 
perhaps." J directing in terms of channelising ! different discipline in which I've 

Victor’s empathy with filmmakers ' my creativity in a certain direction,] ; trained far too long to allow my 
is understandable: he too is a film* i would choose to direct films any day. second nature—to respect others—to 
maker, having made An August Re- But right now 1 have other thi^ to get wiped out." 

Quiea in ,1981. The film is yet to be see to. Once I can provide the right And, in any case, Victor Banerjee 
seen commercially but Victor is security Cor my family, it'll be easier ' ha.s enough on his hands to keep him 
hopeful. "Very soon, at last, my film for me to switch over." : sefe from the threet of an ivory tower 

wifi bt cut and made to swim in the No, Victor has far from forgotten ; eustence—in art collector himself, 
barbs of chemistry. When it was first his beginnings in theatre. He has all he has an an gallery, Celcutta's first, 
screened here, I hadn't even seen the plans to go beck to it with same to promote many a painter vdio seer- 
film myself I was busy earning vigour for "it’s a very satisfying ex- ches an outlet for exposition end an 
money end sending bankdrafts to perience." association for the welfare of needy 

Bombay so that more prints could be and neglected juni(.r artistes, conde- 

mede." ''A lot of the magic would | acendingiy caUed 'extras* in film 

Victor doesn't seem too keen right disappear from the glamour wdrU of | jargon, 
now to launch another film, though films if the superstar concept did not : Victor Banerjee remeios through 
he does talk about a script he has exist. What is objactienable is their all his successes and glerkt a down- 
written himself Another six to eight supercilious ettlrude end the way to-eertb men, at deeply involved 
months' work on it end it’ll be ready they run the industry." Then, ex- with his family affairs, his wlfa Maya 
for fliming "It's a universal subject pUining the difference between an and hia daughters. Die and Keyi, as 
and' thema has no socio* actor and a superstar. Victor pulls In with bis career. Everything has its 
■eograghiaii conscraints. 1 would the name of Amitabh Eachdma, place and time. 
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ASSEMBLY ELEaiONS 


Revolt in the Congress(l) 


Widespread unhappiness over distribution of tickets 


S hiVAjirAO PatU Nilingekar in 
• room in the deserted Meberesh* 
trt Sedan in New Delhi. He hes e 
high fever end his mind is egiteted. A 
senior minister in the Meherashtre 
government who has figured in suc¬ 
cessive ministries headed by A.R. 
Antulay, Babaseheb Shosale and 
Vasantdade Patil, he wei often re* 
garded es e contender for the chief 
ministership of the state. But sudden¬ 
ly, to his chagrin, he has been denied 
a ticket for the Assembly polls. 
Obviously, one of the ten comman- 
den t s of t he AlCC for select Ing candi¬ 
dates has hit him between tl^ eyes. 
Now, he finds his political career 
being eclipsed. So pitiable is his 
condition that visitors sympathise 
with him when he says that he has 
not been able to meet even a single 
member of the decision-making Con¬ 
gress Parliamentary Board, leave 
alone persuade them to review his 
case. The only consolation to 
Nilangekar, if he values it at alh is 
that his son, Dilipi has been given a 
ticket. 

Nilangekar epitomises the plight 
of an average CongrasaCl) minister 
who has been denied a ticket. There 
are at least 62 others like him. And 
many more if one takes into account 
that most chairmen of state corpora¬ 
tions are also bestotved with ministe¬ 
rial status. State party functionaries, 
like three general secretaries ol the 
Uttar Pradesh PCC<1), who also en¬ 
joyed high privileges and powers, 
have been dropped. In the final tally, 
there are 600 new faces and nearly 
l.OOO sirring Ml^ have been axed. 
However, in the selection of the 
candidates (wo guidelines have been 
flouted by the CRB. One relates to 
selecting 20 per cent of the party 
nominees from women candidates. 
The actual percentage of women 
selected comes to less than nine. It is 
a mi^tter of regret that the Mahila 
Congress hes not been able to exploit 
their guideline which would have, for 
the first rime, brought women into 
politics in a big way. Women have 
missed the bus this time, if we are to 
believe chief ministers who say that 
chey were unable to provide this 
quota because there were not enough 
women applicants. 

The more conrrovenial violaiioa of 
an AICC(I) guideline relates to 
loosing people with n clean image. 
..Eyebrows have been raised over the 


choice of Dr Jegannath Mishra in 
Bihar and the dropping of Mr R. 
Cuodu Rao in Karnataka. While two 
former chief ministers of Rajasthan. 
Mr Jagannath Pahadia and Mr 
Harideo Joshi, have been asked to 
contest, Mr Babaseheb Bhosale, for¬ 
mer chief minister of Maharashtra, 
has been sidelined. Tliere was no 
question of giving a ticket to Antulay 
as he is no longer in the CongresstI). 
Again, while the less ective and quie¬ 
ter ex-MPs like T.M. Sawant and Z.N. 
Kihandole of Maharashtra have 
been asked to contest for the As«em. 
bly polls, frontline politicians and 
sitting MPs like Shalinitai Patil and 
Yeshwantrao Mohite have been de¬ 
nied tickets even though they made 
vigorous efforts to be Included 


C.K. JrfftrSharief _| 

Rajiv Gandhi's desire to keep out 
meddlesome and troublesome legis¬ 
lators out of state politics stems from 
the bad image the party acquires 
because of persistant reports of dissi- 
dence from various states. The 
seniors in the party think that in such 
a large organisation as the Congress, 
some degree of dissidence is inevit¬ 
able. But Rajiv Gandhi has seen this 
disease spreading in an almost 
epidemic form. There have been 
umpteen number of delegations of 
dissidents to New Delhi over the last 
five years urging che central lead¬ 
ership to throw out one or the other 
chief minister. The net result of this 
as seen in the current selection pro¬ 
cess is that while the chief ministers 
have survived and may even flourish, 
their ministerial opponami who 
stoked and nurtured dissent have 
had to eat humble pia. 

Yet another mierpretation can be 


, I 

given to this particular decision of 
keeping out ministers and their,sup¬ 
porters. And that is: Rajiv Gandhi 
may decide to have an entirely new 
person as the chief miniiter. This 
would imply that such an incumbent 
would be dependent on New Delhi 
for assistance The old policy of*nm 
allowing anv chief minister In af^y 
state to become all powerful and a 
satrap can rhen be said to have been 
continued. 

U, on fhe other baud, Rajiv Caodhi 
allows the present set of chief minis¬ 
ters. or most of them, to continue for 
another term, then it will indicate his 
desire to stamp out dissidence and 
allow the harmonious functioning of 
the state government and the orga¬ 
nisation. The reason why Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi attaches such great importance 
to quelling dissi'dence is that he 
wants development projects to make 
speedy headway in all (he states. 
Since the main theme of the Congres- 
s(li manifesto for the Assembly elec¬ 
tions is going to be the progress and 
development of the states, Rajiv 
Gandhi has to make sure that the 
ground is prepared for implementa¬ 
tion of all development programmes. 
He does not want time and energy to 
be wasted on internecine quarrels. 

To return to the problem of sitting 
MLAs being dislodged, it must be 
said that not all those who have been 
dropped are dissidents or corrupt or 
incompetent or lazy. In many cases, 
where the chief minister or some 
other influential person has been 
wanting his Own nominee to be 
chosen, trumped-up chaises have 
been levelled against sitting MLAs. 
Take the example of Bhoodhar Na- 
rain Mishra, a sitting MLA from 
Kanpur Cantonment. It waS made out 
(hat he Is a drunkard but the fact 
remains that he is a teetotaller. Mis-; 
hre was the oiaii who helped minister 
Arif Mohammed Khan to win from 
Kanpur by looking after hiS elbb- 
rioneering there. He has not filed'his 
nomination and has reportedly in¬ 
formed Rajiv Gandhi (hat he wosdd 
not mind waiting hiS tum as he is 
only 42 years old and has a political 
career ahead of him, Another tUch 
example is Saitsh Chaturvedi, a 
young MLA from tdaharkshtH's 
Vidirbha region who was a junior 
minister in Autotays government, 
HU opponent, N.K, 'Tirpudd, had 
livaUtd the chirge that in one of hU 
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fortlgn vltite, ChMurve4i had tried 
to “lauttle" in various items. The 
fact la that the customs officer bad 
issued a praaa statement that C^tur* 
vedi had not tried to go through the 
green chaaoel« had declared whetev* 
er Items he had brought mod had left 
them at the airport as he had 
money to pay as duty. He had col* 
lacted them three days later on pay¬ 
ment of duty. Hava Vidarbha MPs 
like Sarof Khaparda not gone abroad 
and returned loaded with goods? 
Since when hes it become e crime to 
buy foreign goods? 

O ne of the biggest **tBidnight mat* 
secret" took place in Maharath 
tra. Vasantdada Paul and PCC(I) 
chief N.K. Kemble read out to a 
handful of correspondents around 
midnight the list of 269 candidates as 
cleared by the CPB(I) around 11 pm. 
As many as 12 ministers were axed. 
They were the ones whom Deda had 
been wanting to throw out from his 
ministry in tfw wake of former depu¬ 
ty chief minister Ramreo Adik's pec¬ 
cadillo on his infamous Air India 
flight to Frankfurt. The 13 minlstert 
hed come out in Adik’s support and 
Dada was in no mood to tolerate this 
act of indiscipline. While ramister 
Awade is out, hit ton is in. Another 
compromise is that while Praiibha 
Paul Is out» her husbend Devi Singh 
Shekhewat bat managed a ticket. 
Pratibha Patil is not a Marat ha as her 
name might suggest. She is • Raiput. 
She too tried her level best for a 
ticket but was fr'istrated. 

Whether it is revenue minister 
Shiv Kumir of Himachil Pradesh or 
finance minister Righunath Peinaik 
of Oriise, the treatment given to 
them hy CPB is the seme. Even 
senior ministers in UP and Bihar 
have been axed. Inviutions are now 
being extended to them by the Con- 
grasiiS) and the Janata Party. In the 
aftermath of tha denial of tickets, 
MP and former minister of stale for 
irrigation. C.K. Jaffer Sharief res¬ 
igned his membership of the Lok 
Sebha on 10 February 196S. While 
about a dosen of the S3 ministers who 
have been denied rickets have sub^ 
Airted their resignations on **aioral 
grounds.” it is not yat clear il they 
will flit their nominationi as inde- 
pendants and leave the Congresafl) 
to contest the polls. A report from UP 
suggeeta that A*R. Khan Kashtar, a 
minister hailistg from Kanpur, is 
among those who has filed his 
nominadon. If he does not withdraw 
in time, he vdll ba among tfaoae to be 
dubbed a ^rebel” and «^led frem 
the Ceacreea. 

Ona « the itretegias adopted by 
the-chM iBinlfcars to enaert chek 
own MBlneea* InchialoB ia to have 


allowed their opponents to include 
their names in the list while panels 
were formed in the preliminary 
selection by the state panels. They 
did not offer resistance at (Mi eaHy 
stage. In the second stage where the 
sub-committee of the CPBfl) discus¬ 
sed the list, the chief ministers saw to 
It that the candidatures of their 
opponents were rejected In the final 
stage when the C^l) took up the 
lists, it was easier for the chief minis> 
ters to have their say. Madhya 
Pradesh chief mitiister Arjun Singh 
has effectively used this strategy and 
has as many as 200 of his men in the 
list. Vasantdada Patil, Madhavsmh 
Solanki, J.B. Patnaik. Shiv Cbaran 
Mathur and Virbhadra Singh fol¬ 
lowed the footsteps of Arjun Singh^ 
The gherao outside North Block of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh and 
Narayan Dutt Tiwari. the arbiters of 
the destiny of partymen aspiring for 
lickais from UP. was aymptotnanc uf 
the mood of the aspirants from all 
states. 




Interestingly enough, one reason 
for the CP9(I) delaying tha consid¬ 
eration and finalisauon of the lists 
was to sec that thera was no violence 
or law-and-order problem io New 
Delhi because of the widespread dis¬ 
content and resentment in the party 
'generated by the selection ^ candi¬ 
dates. Hundreds of thousands of 
aspirants had converged on the capit¬ 
al during rhi« period and as the last 
date for Kling of nominations drew 
near, they made a beeline for their 
conititueDcies to be eble to at least 
file their nominations in tima. It is 
only when the crowds of ticket- 
seeken bad thinned thar the AICC 
announced the lists, gradually. 

Tlie lists sought to conceal 
then what they revealed. There was 
no maoiion of *aitting MLA” against 
tha names of choae who bad been 
fiven ranomlnetioci. Nor were the 

3 as of the noaiaeaa stated. This left 
CC general searourv Srikaoi Vtr- 
ma. the psety'i bright ^ on publk- 


iry. tungue*Tied on issues like how 
many sitting MLAs had been drop¬ 
ped. how many youths were included 
or what professions were repre¬ 
sented. Even in the matter of the 
wbmen figuring in the list, Verma 
continued to maintain stoically that 
the AICC guidelines had been strict¬ 
ly adhered to when in fact they were 
grossly violated. As against 20 par 
cent representation stated in the 
j guidelines women got only 8.64 per 
{ cent. 

While ministers In Congre«s-ruled 
I states who have been dropped in the 
' final lists have been stung by the 
. stigma, former ministers in Andhra 
) Pradesh—as many as 17 of tham-^ 
have emerged as clean and virtuous: 
they are all in the list of nominees. 
While in office, many of them had 
serious allegations levelled igeinst 
them, a fact being conveniently for¬ 
gotten now. But now the Telugu 
Desam has to be fought and better 
Congress cendidates are apparently 
hard to find. 

To be fair to the party, the Con- 
gress([)'s chances in neighbouring 
Karnataka are far better. The exclu¬ 
sion of Gundu Rao may help the 
Cungress considerably as far as pro¬ 
jecting a clean public image is con¬ 
cerned. There was a lot of con¬ 
troversy during his chief ninis- 
tership and Rajiv Gandhi obviously 
does not want to revive bad memor¬ 
ies. The man who helped Gundu Rao 
become the chief minister by dislodg¬ 
ing Deveraj Urs—H.C. Srikantiah-— 
has also been excluded. 

But even while the party lead¬ 
ership will cope with these internal 
prublems and take measures to stem 
the tide of resentment, if not revolt, 
the more serious challenges will 
come when the elected representa¬ 
tives end the new state governments 
get down 10 the task of development 
of the state. Nationwide, there is a 
feeling that development should 
rake place in each constituency along 
the lines of Amethi and Rie Bareili, 
the WIP Lok Sabha constituencies 
in The country. Over Rs 700 crores 
have been invested in Amethi in 
setting up new industry and impro¬ 
ving irrigation for boosting agricultu¬ 
ral production. Crores of rupees hava 
been invested la Rae Bareili too. 
While these may be "mo^ls” of 
progresa, the matii issue is wheeher 
Similar invescments will ba made in 
other constituencies. Where will 
such massive funds come from? 
Great expectations have bean 
aroused among the masaat. If they 
are not fulfilled, at least partially, 
whit will be the fata of the Con- 
giaaadl? 
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CIVIL AVIATION 

Is the Boeing Deal Off? 

The Boeing-Airbus war hots up 


H IS ehi Indiin Airlines decided lo 
reconsider its decision to buy a 
dozen Boeinft*7S7 lircrifi? The deal, 
valued at around Rs 700 crores, had 
been finalised during (he tenure of 
Khurshid Alam Khan as the minister 
fur tourism and civil avieeion last 
year. The new minister, youth leader 
Athok Geblot. in the light of the 
queries raised by the Public Invest* 
mems Board (PIB) has asked Indian 
Airlines to reconsider the deal. The 
accident of the Kathmandu Calcutta 
Boeing 737 flight of the eirline. 
which occured at Dumdum airport 
near Calcutta on 8 February, has 
further crimplicated matters. In this 
accident, the undercarriage of the 
aircraft is understood to have given 
way. ripping open the engines. It was 
a miracle chat the passengers sur¬ 
vived. As the Boeing 787 is just an 
extended version of the existing 737t 
with a new engine and a longer 
fuselage* (he Dumdum accident ii^U 
also ^ viewed while reevaluating 
the Boeing*757 deal, according to the 
civil aviation sources. Apart from the 
31<point query sent by the PtB, the 
Planning Commission too is under* 
stood to have expressed reservations 
about the deal Till the transfer of 
the civil aviation secretary, M. M. 
Kohli (who has been shifted to pow> 
er)» the mood in the civil aviation 
department, as reflected by the 
thinking of minister Gehlot and 
secretary Kohli, was that the Boeing 
7S7 deal should be scrapped. The 
new secretary. S. $. Sidhu. is a sea* 
soned bureaucrat, who has served in 
the steel and defence ministries and 
was sent to Punjab as adviser last 
year. It has to be seen if the chenge 
of guard will affect the rethinking 
process in the ministry. 

Two deals worth Rs 1,000 crore 


were finalised by the civil aviation 
ministry last year. The Indian Air* 
bnes were a^ed to buy a dozen 
Boeing*7S7s to replace their present 
Boeing 737 fleet and Air India opted 
for six Airbus A 310 (iongrange ver* 
sion)for its Far East. Africa and Gulf 
routes. This deal was worth Rs 300 
crores. The letters of iateni in both 
deals were issued in 1984. In the 
Indian Airlines deal, till the last 
moment, Airbus Indastries, the 
French*Briiish*German*Spanish coo* 
giomerete of European manufactur* 
ers, tried to pu^ ns short and 
medium*haul version <4 the A*310. 
This, however, did not impress the 
selection committee. 

The Boeing*7S7 is a narrow bodied, 
twin engine, 206*seeter aircraft. It is 
based on the aircraft technology of 
the mid'Sevenbes. The A*310 too not 
being a latest (ethnology eircraft. 
the Airbus Industries lost out to tbe 
Amencan competitor. However, in 
November 1984, the European com¬ 
pany offered the Indies Airlines a 
futuristic twin engine aircraft (164. 
seiter), which is expected to enter 
service by 1968. According to civil 
aviation sources, the A*320 now 
offered by Airbus Industries may be 
able to lest out the requirements of 
Indian Airlines tiQ the end of the 
ceoTuiy. Tbe A*320, based on tech* 
oology of the mid*£ighiies is more 
fuel efficient than the Boeing 7S7 
and the A*310 which were considered 
by the Indian Airlines last year. The 
31 point questionaire of the PIB is 
said to have been prepared in the 
light of the new offer from the Euro¬ 
peans. 

The review of the deal, however. U 
said to heve ceused a lot of heart, 
burning In Airlines House, tbe Indian 
Indian Airlines’ headquarters in New 


Delhi. Some of the junior offlcen 
assigned the task, are said to have 
-dragged their feci^dally. B^c c4n>: 
staat rethibdeYgfi^Dniie thbn secret*' 
ary, M. M. Kohli, opened up the 
issue. The report of the Review Com* 
mittee was seat to the minlatry from 
the Airlines House in the first week 
of February. According to sources, 
tbe evaluation team has reported 
that if the A*320 replacee the Boeing 
7S7, it would Mve the eirlines Rt. 277 
crores in capital investment. The 
new European eircraft is evalutted 
to be seven per cent more fuel effl* 
cient than the American aircraft 
chosen lest yeer. The panic which the 
study has crested in the American 
markat can be judged from the feet 
that suddenly tbe Boeing company 
his offered a new aircraft, Boeing*?* 
7. which it hopes to pinduce by IMO. 

India seems to have become the 
betclepound for the American and 
European aircraft manufacturers 
now. As Rs 1,000 crores are at stake, 
it is understandable tbat major 
manufacturers should woo Indie. The 
Europeans have legged behind In 
technology over the lest two decades 
after European aircraft -^omei,Trt- 
dent.ViscounnFokker, Vanguard and 
later CeraveUe had dominated the 
scene in tbe Sixties. Indian Airlinei 
had chosen the Caravelle as its first 
jetliner. In she early Seventies, when 
Dr Karsn Singh was the aviation 
minister, the Boeing*7378 were 
chosen. Ironicallyi the than chainnan 
of the Indian Airlines, Mohan 
Kurneramengalam, (who later 
came the steel miniater) died in the 
first Boeing*737 crash of the Indian 
AirUnes in May 1973. « 

Boeing has recently received some 
setbecks in their home market in 
North America. The Trans*World Air* 
lines (TWA) end Air Canada recently 
cancelled some orders with the 
Boeing company. Pan American Air^ 
ways (PANAM) has placed an order 
for 40 aircraft with the Airbus Indus* 
tries in September 1984. These set¬ 
backs at home ere bound to affect 
the American manufacturer. Of late, 
major sales of the Boeing company 
have been in the Northi /^erican 
aarkei and of the 401 Airbus A*310s 
sdd tbe world over rill the end of 
1984, 29S (74 per cent of total sales) 
were expons. In the case of Boeing 
767. 133 of the total of 186 sold (71 
per cent of total sales) were tn North 
America and only 29 per cant of the 
sales were exports. The European* 
American war in the civil evletkm 
skies is hotting up. The decision of 
minister Ashok Geldot to open up the' 
files finqIiMd by his predecessor. 
Khunhid Alam JUmn, have brought 
India tmo the ceetrestage of this war. 
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INDIAN UNION MUSUM LEAGUE 


Nationaiists or Secessionists? 


Senior Jeaden issue controversiaJ stotements in Pakistan 


T wo visits undertaken by leaders 
of the’ Indian Union Muslin 
League (IXJML) to Pakistan last year 
have caused anxiety in the foreign 
office. A few days before she fell to 
the assassins' bullets> Indira Gandhi 
had asked the lUML president, Sulai> 
man Sait, to axplain a siar»d taken 
by him during these visits. With Mrs 
Gandhi's death, the matter wu not 
pursued. The CPKMVled opposition 
front in Kerala tried to censure the 
lUML leaders in the Lok Sabha elec* 
(ions. Both bulaiman Salt and G.M. 
BanatwaJa, however, managed to re* 
tain their seats. Manjeri and Poona' 
ni, respectively with the support of 
the Congressd). (The lUML is a pert* 
ner of the ruling front.) The lading 
Malayalam daiJyi MMthrubhumi 
which reported about the activities 
of Sait and Banatwala in Pakistan on 
(he election eve, has been bearing 
the brunt of attacks from (he lUML 
supporters after the elections. The 


offices of the daily have been attack* 
ed. copies of the newspaper burnt 
and efforts have been made to sabot¬ 
age the sale of Merbrubhuini in the 
Gull states, which have a suable 
Malayali migrant population. The 
Muslin League lea^rs have >oined 
issue with Usthru^iuoi and have 
tried to deny the allegation that the 
lUML leaders took unsavoury stands 
during their visits to Pakistan. The 
controversy, howeveri has not blown 
over, though the first of the two 
controversiaJ visits took place in 
February last year. 

In Semember 1964. lUML presi< 
dent SuJajmaa Sait and the DMKF 
leader from Uttar Pradmh, former 
union minister, Mobd Yunus Saleem, 
went to Pakistan to attend a seminar 
on **11101010 solidarity for world 
peace.” This seminar adopted a re¬ 
solution which advocated the '*rigbt 
to self-determinatiOQ'* of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Sulaiman 
Sait was no ordinary participui in 
this seminar. By his own admission 
(in a reioinder to Mazhrub/iuoii) be 
was the mnderaior of one of the 
commissions set up during the aeou* 
nar (commission number two). 
Accofding to Sait, this committee 
never discussed the question of 
Kathouf when be or Mohammad 
Yunna Salaam were present. Accord* 
lag to4ait whan the stetonent on 
lUihmif wit being pasted, be was in 
the Xadiaa eabes^ and thus ha was 
uhawire of die deliberations M the 


plenary. This explanation can be 
accepted, though one wonders why 
the president M the lUML, who also 
happens to be a Member of the 
Indian Parliameni, should not have 
been alert about the delibcratiOQS of 
the plenary. The scope lor mischief 
against India, especi^y on the issue 
of Koshmit, in a seminar held in 
Pakistan should not be unknown to 
Sulaiman Sait. 

What IS lAteresting is iliat while 
Sait says that he was notapartytotbe 
deliberations in the plenary, no de¬ 
nial or protest by him on the Kashmir 
resolution adopted by the seminar 
was published in the Paktstan press. 
This is not to suggest that ibe FaJuS' 
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tan preM blacked out the views of 
the rwo Indian delegates. Mohd 
Yunua Saleem iseued a strong rejoin- 
6is against die reference to Kashmir 
and expressed his personal opposi¬ 
tion to such • reference. This stete- 
ment was made at Karachi and the 
Pakistani press carried it in full. 
Suiaiman &it says that immediacely 
alter be loanit atMut the sucement 
0 Q KAihfflir, be issued a note of 
dissent and contended that the 
lUML's position was that Kashmir 
was • pgri of India. This aota. some' 
how, seem* ra have been ignored not 
only by the seminar bet also by the 
PMsIitaA preaa Tbe Indian embesay. 




where S«it is said to have been ac the 
rime of the passage of tlie controver-, 
aial statement by the plenary, toe, 
seems to have ignored the dissent 
note. Otherwise! how does one ex* 
plain tbs fact that after he returned 
to India from the foreign tour, Indira 
Gandhi sought clarifications from , 
him in writing about the happenings 
in Pakistan? 

During the visit to Pakistan in 
February 1964 by Sulaiman Sait and 
C.M. Banatwala. the Pakistani news¬ 
papers had given them a lot of pub¬ 
licity. Sait was reported to have 
praised President Zie for his efforts 
for Xslamisition of Pakistan. The 
Pakistan press quoted Sair as having 
said that Muslims In India were suf¬ 
fering because of the acts of Hindu 
communalisis, like the RSS and 
''other enti'SociaJ elements in the 
■ocieiy." Sait had alleged that • 
section of the police and adminisira* 
lion was hand-in-glove with Hindu 
conununalist organisations. In the 
same meoiing, Banatwala is reported 
to hove said, "Pakistan was created 
for the sake of Islam. Muslims all 
over the world rejoice in its 
prosperity.” 

President Zia-ul Haq took note of 
these statements by the lUML lead¬ 
ers. Addressing • public meeting at 
Karachi, tbe Pakistani Presioent 
quoted the two Members of Parlia¬ 
ment from India. According to Gen 
21%! Selt and Banatwala had cold him, 
"Allah had given blessings to you 
ajid to Pakistan. General ^heb you 
must understand that chic ve^ tpe- 
dal blessings should not be frittered 
away lest Allah's curse be on you. 
Pakistan has already been divided 
and the ocher half (meaning rhe 
existing Pakistan) should be careful¬ 
ly protected. Pakistan is the fortress 
of all Muslims. We in India are loyal 
to our country, but yet we are Mus- ' 
lima and have a spiritual relationship 
with Pakistan." 

The statements of the two lUML 
leaders also received wide publicity 
in the Pakistan press. The widely 
circulated Urdu daily, Jung quoted 
them as having said that secularism 
had failed in India and that no secu¬ 
lar party could protea the incarests 
of tbe Indian Muslims. This task, 
according to ttaeixi! could only be 
carried out by a Muslim party. The 
headline in the leading English daily 
Dewa was. "Muslims cannot be 
sabotaged, says Sulaiman Sait.” The 
Urdu Nawa-^Weqt headline read: 
"Indian Muslim leaders praise kUa- 
miaatioa.” The Jasrat quoted Sulai* 
man Sail as having said chat "twelve 
crore Mualimi of Indte ere fitting 
bard tw thair reUgieui and cuUurm 
identity. The cenetitucional rights of 
Muslims la. Indie have not yet 
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been implemented.** 

Both Sait and Banatwala have 
leacted sharply to the expose by 
MathrubAuni/ and the CPI(MMed 
front's poJitkal campaicn during the 
f.»k Sabha elections. They have 
sought to deny the allegations. But 
the fact remains that they did not 
contradict the press reports in Pakis¬ 
tan. Fortunately for India, a vast 
majority of the Muslims had refused 
to be mdocirinated in the two nation 
cheury before partition. Muslims are 


part and parcel of independent In* 
dia, which is secular. Every MusUm 
who rejected the creation of Pakis¬ 
tan and stayed back in India has 
more right to be called an Indian. In 
1347, they opted for India as again&t 
Islamic Pakistan. The Constituent 
Assembly, recognised the contribu¬ 
tion of these Muslims by proudly 
proclaiming India to be a secular 
state. Secularism was the natural 
corollary of the Indian freedom 
movement. It was the creed of the 


Indian National Congress, which 
dominated the subcontinent since 
the early part of this century. Thf 
leaders of the Indian Union Muslim 
League do not seem to have appreci* 
ated the mood of the Indian people. 
Otherwise they would not undertake 
trips to Pakistan and make state¬ 
ments which they cannot either con* 
iradicr in Pakistan, nor defend In 
India, 

gMAMrate New Ml 


KARNATAKA 


Gundu Rao is Grounded 


The former chief minister Is refused a ticket 


T he fruits of loyalty can also go 
sour as the ebullient R. Cundu 
Rau. former chief minister of Karna¬ 
taka. discovered recently He was not 
given a party ticket to fight the 
forthcoming Assembly elections 
from Karnataka. Gundu Rao's poli¬ 
tical journey that began in the 
famous glass hnu 2 »e of Lalbagh, Bang¬ 
alore, during the Congress split ol 
1963 came to a shattering end. 

The eclipse was even more bitter 
since many of his followers from the 
state also failed to secure tickers. To 
rub it in, his rivals within the Con* 
gress(l). Veerappa Moily and K. H. 
PatU, whom he had bossed over for 
years, secured tickets for themselves 
and their supporters. Known for his 
inane mirth. Cundu Rao had once 
said that not even his “dead body 
would serve under any other chief 
mini.«itcr.’* Bur the party high com¬ 
mand has made sure that Gundu Rao 


will not come anywhere near a minis¬ 
tership. let alone be the chief 
minister. 

The immediate reason lor the ax¬ 
ing of Gundu Rao is that the Congres- 
s<l) would like to project a clean 
image in the comirtg elections. But 
there is an obvious fallacy in the 
explanaiion since both Gundu Rao's 
rivals, Veerappa Moily and K. H. 

Patil have a public image that is only 
marginally better than Cundu Rao 
Moily was pan of the infamous “tape 
scandal.“ while Patil was involved in 
a tax raid that was never fully ex¬ 
plained. Both of them played a sub* 
versjve role in the two years the 
Janata Party was in power in their 
anxious bid to grab the reigns of 
power. All through their attempts 
Gundu Reo remained circumspect. 

But Gundu Rao’s albatross was F. 
M. Khao. Since the Seventies, Gundu 
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Ra«> and Khan have been close 
friends. When Khan was expelled 
from the Congress(l) last year. Gun¬ 
du Rao never really came out with a 
denouncement uf his old friend, 
which would have pleased the party 
higher ups Instead, hi* unsuccessful* 
ly tried to fight Khan's case and get 
the expulsion revoked. 

Another reason why Gundu Rao 
was refused a tickat is the lack of 
control the former chief minister 
exorcised over his tongue. Though 
Cundu Rao has sobered over the past 
two years, he is still known to make 
reckless statements, especially in 
front of a large oudience< On public 
platforms, he is often the subject of 
mirth and he projects a negative 
image. 

Gundu Rao's political career is 
now at the cross roads. He has not 
gone the Aniulay or Khan way, but 
he is not favoural^ placed like 
Jagannath Mishra. state Con* 
gressd) now awaits his next step. But 
he still has considerable clout within 
the porty in the state, but whether he 
will chance his arm against Rajiv 
Gandhi is yet to be seen. Even on die 
last day for filing nominations, there 
was no sign of a revolt either by 
Gundu Rao or his supporters who 
were denied tickets. Gundu Rao him* 
self did not return to Bangalore, 
preferring to sulk in Delhi. But he 
may be biding his time. 

The Congress(n high command 
also denied a tickat to another 
powerful dissident leader, H. C. Sri* 
kantiah. This was an obvious punish* 
meat for Srikantiah's stringent cam* 
paign against the state Congressfl) 
leadership and his alleged links with 
the Janata Party. But at least some of 
his followers have been given tickets. 
Eveo though the Congress(l) made 
some sweeping changes while nomi¬ 
nating large number of new faces in 
Karnataka, they have not hesiuted 
to bypass the guidelines sot for the 
aeiection of candidates. Political ex¬ 
pediency and pragmatism is alive 
and well in the ^tkgrestfl), even 
under Che new Prime Minister. 
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0IHAR 


Coneressd) Divided Before Polls 


Many sitting MLAs to contest against potty noininees 


O n the eve ef the Assembly elec 
lions, the Consressd) in Bihar 
hardly looks the picture of a house 
united. Following the denial o< parly 
tickets to over 70 siding MLAs, in 
eluding seven ministers and the 
Speaker of the Assembly, Radhanan- 
dan Jha. more than 20 MLAs have 
already quit the party and many 
more are expected to join them. 
Some of those who have left the 
party will either be (ightmg the elec* 
tlons as Independent candidates or 
on the symbols of other parties. The 
resignations would not have posed as 
big a threat to the ruling party had U 
not been for the fact that they have 
the blessings of some senior leaders 
who are still in the party and fighting 
elections as the ruling pnrtv's candi¬ 
dates. 

The rebels were led by Raghunath 
Jha, the powerful minister in the 
former chief minister Jagennath 
Mishra's cabinet. He submitted his 
resignation with the signatures of 12 
MLAs to the state party chief Bindes* 
war! Dubey, protesting against the 
^'arbitrary" selection of candidates. 
After the efforts of Dr Jagannath 
Mishra failed to get his men renomin¬ 
ated to contest the elections, he, it is 
believed, gave them the green signal 
to quit the party. Shortly after Dr 
Mishra's return from Delhi on 7 
February Mr Jha announced that he 
had resigned from the party along 
with 12 other MLAs and immediately 
got in couch with the Janata Party. 
Though the Janata Party was divid^ 
on the issue, Raghunath Jha and 
others including Rajo Singh, another 
Mishra supporter, manag^ to get an 
assurance from the Janata Pany 
leaders that they would be granted 
the party’s symbol to contest the 
elections. 

This was followed by a defiance of 
the party whip by over .15 MLAs 
during the by election to the Rajya 
Sebbe on 11 February. (Of the 194 
MLAs, only 1S6 were present during 
voting in the Assembly chough the 
party had issued a whip for all MLAs 
to be present.) And among chose who 
did not vote chat day was Dr Mishra 
who was busy conferring with his 
supporters who were sulking at hav* 
ing been denied party nominations. 

The crli^ia adopted by the party 
for allottini tickets were not clear. It 
wii lAitiaJly believed that young 
marabers with claan images, who 
Wbre AOt related to sitting MLAs 


would be considefed for nomina* 
lions. About sitting legislators it was 
said that the Lok Sabba results in the 
legislators' Assembly segment would 
decide his face. This meant chat 
MLAs of the consiitueftdcs where 
the Congres.s(l) had a lead over the 
opposition would be given tickets. 
Bui these guidelines were not strictly 
followed. Ramashray Pre^ Singh, 
an efficient minister, was denied a 
ticket on the ground that the Con* 
gress(l) Lok Ssbha candidate at 
Jehanabad had lost to the CPI. 
However, what was not mentioned 
was the fact thai the party bad 
established a lead of over 10,000 
votes m Mr Singh’s Assembly seg¬ 
ment. Moreover. Mr Mahandra Pra¬ 
sad. a defeated party candidate was 
elected to the Rajya Sabha. which 
according to many pany leaders was 
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due to Che special efforts of Mr M.L. 
Foiedar. Sic^larty, Mr Braj Kishore 
Singli, the minister of state for 
health, was replaced by his 80*year* 
old father at Madhuban. 

But perhaps the most humiliated 
Congressmen was the Speaker. Mr 
Radhanandan Jha who was denied a 
ticket for his Madhepur constituen* 
cy, and was instead replaced by his 
SOD. Ragbubar Jha. But vrichin hours 
his son too was replaced by Harkhu 
Jha. This was probably because of Mr 
Jha and his soo’s names bad been 
dragged into the infamous '‘Bobby" 
case in 1982. Others like minister of 
state Karuneshwar Singh and Dudb- 
nath Paswan, a sitting MLA whoaa 
names bad alio figured in the same 
case have been denied party tickets. 
(The CBl has, however, diemiaatd the 
investigecioQ of the Petu p^ice in¬ 
volving them.) 


The education minister, Nagcndid 
Jha, was denied a ticket because the 
perty*s Lok Sabba candidate, Hari- 
nath Mishra bad lost in Darbhanga as 
well as in Nagendra Jha's Manigachi 
Assembly segment. Another minister 
to be denied a ticker it Jagnarain 
Trivedi even though he had helped in 
the victory of the party’s candidate, 
K. K. Tiwari, in Buxar during the Lok 
Sabha elections 

Buddhedeo Singh, another minis* 
ter was dropped though the chief 
minister earlier refused to drop him 
vdien his name was being mentioned 
in a murder case last year. The 
deputy minister Ranjit Sinha was 
also dropped on the allegation of Dr 
C.P. Thakur.a party MP from Patna, 
that he bad worked for Lt Gen S.K. 
Sinha (Retd) during the Lok Sabha 
elections. Similarly, the chief minis¬ 
ter himself was cleared in the last 
moment. 

There were also rumours chat the 
list was being reviewed and that 
there were to bt more changes which 
increased the confusion in the parry 
Sadaquat Ashram, the state par^ 
headquarters remained under siege 
as the supporters of tho^ denied 
tickets squetied there for hours. The 
PCC(]) chief and the chief minister 
were gfieraoedand in some cases, the 
pressure tactics succeeded. Ashwini 
Kumar Sharma, the silting MLA from 
Lakhisarai who was not in the first 
list got through in the second one 
after about 1,000 of his supporters 
came from Lakhisarai and /hertoed 
the chief minister. A beaming Mr 
Sharma came out of the chief minis* 
ter's room and was seen being patted 
on his back by the CM. 

Nagendra Jha, the education 
minister, however, said he would 
abide by the party’s decLion. '*The 
party knows that we are the Congress 
people and we cannot go anywhere." 
be said. The party also gave tickets to 
people who have not worked in their 
constituencies. For instance, the 
PCC(l) vice^hairman L.N. Jha got a 
ticket from Jaile though he wanted 
to stand from Madhubani. But all 
candidates lack clean records. Mrs 
Mala Davi, a party candidate from 
Faruha constituency has a warrant 
issued ageinst her under Section 8S 
of the Criminal Penal Code. Sagir 
Ahmed who was droptwd from the 
Jagannath Mishra ministry after his 
name was involved in smuggling 
cases,w«a given a nomination. Simi* 
larly, reUtives of sitting members 
were aleo nominated. The husband of 
Mrs Prabhawati Cupu MP was given 
a ticket. Ram Lakhan Singh Yidav 
wboee eon to an MP was also givea a 
tkkm. 
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JANATA PARTY 


A Crippling Blow 


Senior leader resigns in protest in Gu/arut 


T he Janata Party in Gujarat was 
further weakened in the last 
week of January with the resignation 
from the party of Mr Ghanshyam 
Oza, a former chief cninisrer and 
thrice Member of Parliament. 
Aiihough Mr Oza was never openly 
identified as a dissident belonging to 
the Parivanan group of the former 
finance minister, Mr Dinesh Shah« 
his resignation came within a week 
after Mr Shah left the party. A num* 
bar of party workers left along with 
him. 

Their departure has demoraUsed 
the Janata Party workers, especially 
those whi> once belonged to the old 
Congress. Although these leaders 
have not publicly slated the reasons 
behind their resignations, their ac¬ 
tions seemed lu be a protest against 
the dominance of the Patel lobby in 
the state Janata Party. The party 
leadiTship has been trying to reduce 
the impact of the resignations by 
lemaining silent on the issue, but it 
was clear that the party laadership 
had been taken by surprise. Talking 
to SuNi>/tY. Mr Oza repeated Mr 
Shah's statements saying he had not 
dieted because uf political ambitions 
nor was be contemplating joining the 
Cangresa<l). But it has become in- 
crea.'sjngly clear that the dissidentsin 
the Janata Party, annoyed with what 
they called ’'plummeting credibility 
<rf the local leadership" were gra¬ 
dually coming to (he conclusion that 
(here was no way hut to leave the 
Janaia Party altogether. According 
* to insiders, some more Janata Party 
men may quit very soon. 

The feud between what is known 
as the Patel lobby, beaded by the 
former chief minister, Mr Chiman* 
bhai Patel, and old Congressmen like 
Mr Oza and Mr Shah is not a new one. 
The diehard old Congressmen have • 
never accepted the entry of Mr Chi- 
manbhai Patel, who was ousted as 
chief minister in 1974 by the Na* 
Nirman agitation against corruption 
in public life. They had never 
thought that Mr Chimanbhai Patel 
would rise in stature in the Janata 
Party and ihrearen to capture its 
laadership. which is what he has 
done in the last four years. 

However, it was only Mr ftabubhai 
Patel. Janata chief minister tetween 
1975 and 1980 who dissociated him¬ 
self from the Janata Party about 
three years ago. seemingly in protest 
‘ against rhe entiy of ''doubrtul ele* 


menrs." Those who stayed on real¬ 
ised later that the Patel lobby was 
growing in strength 

Matters came to a head before the 
election for state party president a 
year ago when Mr Indubhai Pitel’s 
candidature was supported by the 
Patel lobby against (he wishes of old 
Congressmen including former 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai. Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel and his group 
threatened that if Mr Uidubhai Patel 
who had already completed two 
terms in office was replaced. Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel himself would 
stand for elections. The dissidents 
fell it would be better to have Mr 
Indubhai Patel as "a lesser evil” and 
agreed to a compromise The accord 
between the two groups, according to 
the dissidents, was that Mr Indubhai 
Patel would resign after two months 
in office in favour of a candidate 
amenable to all sides. 

Mr Indubhai Patel later claimed 
that there was no such understand* 
ing and refused to quit. In September 
last year, one more attempt at a 
compromise wes made after the dissi* 
dents grouped themselves into a 
forum named Perivanan. They pub 
lished a charier of demands calling 
for “a reassertion of standards of 
cleanlineu in public life.” The Patel 
lobby accepted the charter, passed a 
resolution at the Patel lobby* 
dominated Janata Staca Council 
lauding the call for a return of the 
spirit of 1977. But. according to the 
dissidents, it remained only on 
paper. 

The Lok Sabha electoral accord 
among the Janata Party, the BJ7 end 
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the bMKP left the dissidents further 
disillusioned. A noted diKcdent lead¬ 
er, Mr Motibhai Choudhary, (ha Iona 
sitting MP of the opposition from 
Gujarat, who vras elected from 
Mehsena wes denied e ticker because 
this ''safe” seat was alloitad to Che 
BJP. "The Patel lobby conspired to 
deny tickets to both Mr Choudhary 
and Mr Ota who wanted to contest 
from Surtndranagar, to ensure (bet 
whatever happened they did not go 
to parliament," said a dissident lead* 




Mr Ota who was a minister in the 
former state of Saurashtra right from 
19S0 has been a public worker with a 
damn iioage. The 73-year old Mr Osa 
was made the chief minister of Gu¬ 
jarat in 1972 by Mrs Indira Gandhi 
when the state Congress party won a 
landslide victory at the polls but 
could not decide who should be the 
chief minister. He wes at that time 
the minister of state for industrial 
development and his rivals in Gan¬ 
dhinagar averted the leadership war 
for a while. But in 1973, Mr Chiman¬ 
bhai Patel engineered a coup of 
Congress legislators against Mr Oza 
to become chief minister himself. 
Many observers feel that the top¬ 
pling of Mr Osa began the feuds in 
the Congress party In less than a 
year, Mr Patel himself was ousted as 
a result of the Nav Nirman agitation. 

Recently, Mr Oza was critical of 
the way in which the Congreii(l) 
installed Mr Rajiv Gandhi as Prime 
Minister after the death of Indira 
Gandhi but has become an admirer 
of the young Prime Minister after Mr 
Gandhi began his crusade against 
corruption, Ineffitienvy and indisci*, 
plloe in public life. He said it was 
vital for democracy to hive a healthy 
opposition but unfortunately, no me- 
party nor an individual leader has 
emerged. In Gujarat, the credibility 
of the present leadership of the Jana¬ 
ta Party is on the decline. The Con* 
grass(l) in Gujarit, according to hidi, 
as full of corruption and other evils. 
But, Mr Oza hoped, the Congressmen 
would strive to get rid of these under 
the leadership of Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 

Mr Oza felt that the opposition had 
to adopt a three-pronged strategy put 
forth by the Sarvodaya worker and 
associate of late Vinoba Bhave, 
Vimaletai. This involved abjuring 
the path of perpetual confrontation, 
cooperation wherever possible and 
on alertTiess to protect the demote* 
tie rights of the people. As such, 
these ideas are not new. but now 
such i bold outburst by Mr Oia, just 
before the Janata Party fi^ts the 
Congresa(l) in the state Assembly 
polls due on 5 March, cannot but 
harm the party. 
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St. Stephen’s Male Chauvinists 

FemaJe students of the collei^e are up in arms 


T wo T'ihirts and an undergarment 
ire hardly things that can spark 
off a controversy. But when they 
belong 10 ladies and are hung for 
public viewing on the high cross of a 
chapel in a place like Delhi's presti¬ 
gious St. Stephen's College, they can 
aake a bit of history. Which is exact* 
ly whet happened on the morning of 
31 Jenuery* the day Arun Show is. 
lectured in the college about "Gan* 
dhi's ways and ours." To add to that 
wer* vCiie slogans 
'III tha walls of tha 
ladies common room 
which had been broken 
open to obtain the two 
sky'blue T*shtrts and 
the white undergar¬ 
ment swaying on top of 
the cross. Within houra 
the entire campus of 
Delhi University was in 
uproar. 

A group of irate girls, 
on learning what the 
boys hid done, took e 
shrill procession to the 
office of the principal, 

Mr John Hal a and while 
the campus was still de* 
scending on St. 

Stephen's, Nandtte Ne* 
rain, a lecturer of 
mathematics in the cel* 
lege and an active cam* 
pus feminist, informed 
the press At this point 
the situation went out 
of control. Boys of the 
college, including a 
Rhodes scholar, gave 
the prvss e hostile re* 
caption. Some were 
abused, others roughed 
up, film exposed by 
photographers there 

was snatched away. Mr_ 

Kala did not intervene, si. atcpaca'i 
He said the press had ' 
no right to interfere in a "family 
matter." Mr P.K. Dwivedy, (he dean 
of students welfare of the college, 
expressed pride at what his boys had 
done. 

The next morning Si Stephen's 
College was on the front pages of the 
capitd's diiliea. For an inseitution 
that shies away from anything that 
can be controversial <8i. Stephen's Is 
not official^ a member of the Delhi 
UnWersity Teachers Association nor 
4oes it participate in the Delhi Uni 
varsity Students Union electiona) it 


was an uncomfortable (i ui '«i fact, 
so concerned and nervous v > newly* 
appointed priricipel Mr ’ a about 
ilU “reputaiion" o( ih' ollege (hat 
in one letter which be wrote during 
the days of the row. he marked aU 
the dates as 19B4 instead of IMS. 

His college w.«s o sight to see 
of out u'ers into premises 
was b^.>Qed by Mr Hala on 1 Febru¬ 
ary and ii was surrounded by jawans 
o< the CRPF and the helmeted riot* 
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police. Inside, the authorities im* 
posed what some Stepbeoians called 
*‘inartia]*law.*' Talking or moving in 
groups was banned, loiterii^ around 
on (he lawns prohibited and the girb 
were asked to keep "either to then 
classes or the library.” There was 
also a kind of semi'Offictel cen¬ 
sorship. Snidenu were "adviaed" net 
to talk about the incident, specially 
to "outside egancies." For aome days 
St. Sta^ien's CoUage was known as 
the "campuf-cantonmeni." 

St. Stepben's bed been a male 


bastion of the Delhi University till 
1975 when the late W.S. RajpeJ, then 
principal of the college, decided to 
open the gates for ladies: e step that 
is said to have been unpopular spe* 
cially with the staff whom principal 
RajpaJ did not take into confidence. 

11 was a society of males and with tha 
arrival of the women, it became 
male*doffiina(ed. How else could 
something as noxious as "chick* 
charts" have become an "accepted 
custom?" Boys regularly pinned up 
on (he college notice*boards the 
names of "ten Stephenian beauties” 
along with their vital statistioe. It was 
a corridor norm but never received 
eny official opposition. 

The opposition came finally from 
the girls themselves, from e militant 
group that had 
emerged after the in* 
famous "holi-incident" 
of 1960 when a group of 
"revellers" molested e 
girhsrudent. They pro* 
tested regularly but the 
staff took no action. 
When, after e spate of 
such "chick*charts" in 
November last year, the 
girls made an organised 
protest, the boys said 
they lacked a sense of 
humour. Even after the 
31 January incident, 
the boys stuck to their 
guns. A meeting of resi¬ 
dent students and 
senior staff members 
was organised on 1 
February but those who 
tried to speak for the 
ladies were "shouted 
down" and there were a 
lot of indirect hints that 
things were not going to 
change too muth. Even 
though under pressure 
from the campus end 
tha press, tha author* 
(ties ordered an en¬ 
quiry into the incident 
and three boys were ex* 
palled from the hostel, 
the male Stephcnians 
irnmm refused to bow down. 

--On the day the clothes 

were hung on the chapel cross, P.K. 
Dwiwedy confronted the press insist¬ 
ing Hiat "no woman has been victi¬ 
mised." Instead, girls who had 
spoken to reporters were singled out 
and threatened with expulsion. 

But the girU were in no mood to 
compromise. With the support from 
other women's and atudenri' orga¬ 
nisations. they have organiaad sevar- 
al doBontTraiions protesting apinat 
haraasmanr and tha "history of victi- 
miaation of women in St. Stern’s’' 
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NEWS 


THE SIKHS 


The Ni ghtmare Continues 

Widespread indifference to measures to rehabilitote victims 


T he liX'inember Uitar Pradesh 
Sikh Relief and Rehabihfation 
Committee which visited riot- 
•{fecied areas of the state to assess 
the progress of official rehabilitation 
measures has returned to Lucknow, 
bitterly disappointed. Despite the 
Prime Minister's well meaning assur* 
ances, Sikhs m the state continue to 
be ill'treated expecially by pubce* 
men and politicians. The committee 
is unhappy with the amounts fixed 
for compensation to not victims 
which besides being grossly inadequ¬ 
ate vary widely, specially in Kanpur 
which saw the worst of the noting 


who have migrated, to come back but 
that is not enough because low- 
ranking policemen are still humiliat¬ 
ing Sikhs.” be added, but cautioned 
this correspondent from writing ab¬ 
out such Humiliation for fear of the 
consequences. 

Mr Chandok gave the example a 
Sikh dhabe owner in Lucknow who 
was abused by a police sub-inspector 
for asking him to pay for his food. In 
most places, landlords do not want 
Sikh tenants and Sikh tenants who 
fled from their rented flats are being 
refused entry by the landltKds. At 
LaUipur in Kawabgan>. Gonda dis- 
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A itiop bcloafiBg to a SHih looted aftfr Mrs GradM’n 


and the rest of the state. 

Many people said that they were 
surprised to find that they were not 
even entitled to any compensatiou 
because they could not produce 
PlRs. "Does the administration real¬ 
ise chat at the time of the violence, 
Sikhs were as terrified of the police 
is they were of the rampaging nobs 
and. even if they picked up the 
courage to go to the police stations, 
the police refused to register their 
complaints.'* said JagJit Singh Chan¬ 
dok. the committee^ general- 
aeerattry. **11 is true that the DIG has 
gone to Punjab to persuade those 


trict, the landlords have even lore- 
ibly taken possession of shops from 
Sikh shopkeepers. Mr Chandok also 
cited the case of a Sikh family who 
live in a small three-roomed house in 
Bhola Khera in the Rrishoanagar 
police statiDn area and who are ai the 
mercy of thieves who come daily to 
their house, break open doors and 
windows and walk away with whatev¬ 
er they can lay their hands on. *'The 
police are oi no help and the Si khs 
are vastly outnumbered in ibair loca¬ 
lities and are still very inaecure.*' Mr 
Chandok uid. According to him. the 
govemiaent was paying op lo Ra 


2.000 for each house that had been 
burnt, looted or damaged in Kanpur, 
although actual damages far exceed 
that amount .since a large number of 
VCRs, TV sets, cars and scooters 
were looted from the houses. 

I For shops, it is more or less a flat 
' rate of Rs 17,000. However, in Luck¬ 
now, the district magistrate is allo¬ 
cating only Rs SOO to Rs 1,000 for 
houses and the Rs 17,000 compensa¬ 
tion for shops which is insufficient in 
any case is not being given to every¬ 
one. For the dead, Rs 20.0U0 is being 
given, according to the old govern¬ 
ment norm relating to communal 
riots but this is only being given to 
persons who have recorded com¬ 
plaints in police stations. Disbursal 
of payments ii also progressing slow¬ 
ly. A Sikh gentleman who wanted to 
remain unnamed complained. "They 
(the officials) are sending us from 
one department to another and now 
they are saying there is no money." 
Red-tapisffl has become a maior diffi¬ 
culty for insurance claimants and for 
getting soft loans from banks. 
However, only five per cent of the 
Sikhs, mostly the affluent sections, 
are covered by insurance. 

When asked what the damage for 
the whole of Uttar Fradesh was, a 
spokesmen of the committee said 
that the losses suffered in Kanpur 
alone amounted to nearly Rs 30 
crores. Of this, the damages to 
schoob and gun/wares wa.s Rs one 
crora, damages to shops and houses 
Rs seven and a half crores each, 
damages to cinema halls and factor¬ 
ies Rs one crora and R$ seven crores, 
respectively. Commercial vehicles 
including 2S0 insured trucks and 
buses (yet to be totally computed) 
and private vehicles including 250 
cars and 400 xooters were over Rs 
4.2S and Rs 1.22 crores lespectively. 

These figures mentioned m a letter 
from the Sikh Relief and Rehabilita¬ 
tion Committee, Kanpur, addressed 
to the union agriculture minister. Mr 
Buta Singh were apparently based on 
written records and documents and 
hence deflated. According to a 
spokesman of the Sikh Relief and 
Rehabilitation Committee, Lucknow, 
their estimate of the total loss suf¬ 
fered by the community in Uttar 
Pradesh would be twice the figure of 
Kanpur and roughly Rs 60 crores. 

Tltf committee wh'ch was finalis¬ 
ing its repon after it had held dlscus- 
sioas with sangacs (groups) all over 
the Slate ravaaled a number of inci 
dents which had occurred during the 
riots in ChiUawan under the Satojini 
Nagar police station. Eight memt^rs 
of a family were burnt alive at about 
10 asn on 2 November 1964. Sadly, 
the head of the family "Bhapaji" 
Burjit Singh had gone to the police 
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Never o dull Week 


Through The Week, you con follow every 
move on the polificol chessboard. Ckit 
that s not oil. In the poges of The Week 
you'll meet every ty^ of person. 

From the most tolked of world leoder to 
your best loved comic chorQCte5. 



IXeod obour The Week comipondenrs horrowtng 
experieixe on boord o hijacked Indion Airlines 
fliQhf Or 0 bolonced. unbiosed onofysis of rhe 
UC -Escorts story. Meet the amazing ninetythree* 
year-old Roghovendro Swomiji — doaof. 
wresrler ortd beogor. Or enter the haunting. 
rf>ellffluou$ Nvoflo of Ponkoj Udhos. renowned 
ghozol sirtger. 

You'll find them oil in The Week People and 
events rhot moke news. (Voughr to you with 
In-depth analyses. And olwovs oheod of time. 

So It's hardly surprising rhot in just two yeoR. 

The Week's circulorion hos crossed l .5 lokhs: 
something of o record. 

Today, more orxJ more people ore discovering 

Tl^ Week. And purring tlWir forth in if. Oecouse 

they isnow rhot wherever hoppers to their 

fovourire sportsmen. to Asterix in Spoin. or 

to Tintin in Tibet — they're 

bound ro read the best of 

it in the next Week ^ .. yoSDv r t ) ! 


Never o Week behind. 
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uation and recorded e staiemeni 
after he had been attacked on \ 
Movember when hts moped was 
looted and valuables worth Rs two 
lakhs were stolen from bis house. He 
had requested the offjceran<hariie 
to save his six children but the police 
did nothing and a mob broke into his 
house and burnt the whole family 
alive. The police whu have closed the 
file and disposed of the bodies now 
claim that Bhupaii and his family 
have fled to Punjab 
In Dehradun, a businessman, Mr 
Rajan, who had used his ftun in 
self-defence aftainst ihe marauders 
was taken into custody under Section 
302 of the IPC and the National 
Security Act. He was released after 
two months and that too after the 
Hifth Courts statement that the 

S 'olice should reward such persons 
or defendiAK themselves agamsi cri¬ 
minals. In Haldwant, in the district of 
Nainiiali about ^hops of the 


GYMKHANA CLUB 


N ormally arms dealers cannot net 
cli»e to .senior defence officials 
and the top military brass. Rut this 
necessary distance in this city of 
dantterous liaisons, as was revealed 
in the wake of the spy scandal and 
Coomar Narain’s vaneu cunnactjons, 
could have been easily bridjted dur¬ 
ing the hectic lobbying for the 

annual general elections to Delhi's 
exclusive Gymkhana Club which 
took place on 9 February. 

Tile first week of February saw a 
series of parties to introduce air 
marshal L.M. Katre who was contest¬ 
ing for president and the 16 aspirants 
to the committee memberships. One 
of these parties was ho»ied by Mr 
Vjpln Khanna, an ex-armv man now 
in the arms trade and lives in Greater 
Kailash. Yet another was held at the 
house of Bhai Mohan Singh of Ran- 
baxy. at Aurangzeb Road whose son 
Dr Parvinder Singh—on that list of 
16 is also in the arms trade. 

Air marshal Katre is a highly re* 
spected man and he was the unani¬ 
mous choice of (be members of the 
club. But many of them think that the 
air marshal was misled by some of 
the members of tha previous commit- 
lae into attending these panles. 
Hence resentment it increasing in 
the club- The club members have 
objeaad to the growing politicise* 
tion of the club: last vear saw the 
of thla process when there 

I^M* in* 


Sikhs were looted end 70 trucks 
burnt in Allahabad and Rae Bareli. 
Almost all shops of Sikhs were looted 
and burnt in Moghalsarai and Vara¬ 
nasi. About 90 shops were looted end 
trucks burnt in Miraapur. la Gitapal- 
Ji, Captain Vohra. a retired army 
officer was disarmed by the police 
and handed over to a furious nob. 
His two sons were also arrested 
under Sections 302 and 307 of Ihe 
IPC. 

Defending the official relief and 
rehabilitanon measures. Mr Subodh 
Nath Jha. the Uttar Pradesh relief 
commissioner said, “We have no 
problem of money. The government 
had fixed a budget of Rs two crores. 
Up to now a total of Rs one lakh 70 
thousand has been disbursed, all of 
which is non-rafundabla. In addition, 
Rs 1.S crores has been given out by 
the nationalised banks on soft-loan 
terms ( 12.6 per cent interest) to the 
rioi-hii area on an earlier borrowai 


was heavy canvassing for the out¬ 
going president, Kanwar Hatwar 
Singh, former secretary in the miais* 
try of external affairs and presently 
minister of steel, vdio set the prece* 
dent of a IB-membet slate of candi¬ 
dates (Syndicate as the critics call it). 

Officials of Air India and the Indi¬ 
an Tourism Development Corpora¬ 
tion (ITDC) gave several parties to 
iniruduce the aspirants. This ^ar 
canvassing is outwardly less visible, 
hut some of the members who usual¬ 
ly receive little meil suddenly found 
themselves flooded by letters from 
the aspirants. Much of ibe canvas¬ 
sing took place over tbe telephones 
and a significant amount during the 
lunches and dinner sessions. 

Last year, pressure was put on 
three of the candidates who tried to 
stand for president to withdraw <a 
cabinet minister and a powerful per. 
son in the Prime Minister’s office 
ti’ied some gentle pressure tactics 
which worked). There was no second 
presidential aspirant this time. But 
Me Vi nod Nair. an expert in textile 
engineering stood for president to 
protest against tbe system of a 16- 
member slate. A member of the club 
^id: “We were quite surprised last 
year when Mr Naiwar Singh 
announced his cabinet before the 
elections....** 

Although there has been no “am 
twisting*' ftir tbe current electioiu. 


preference basis. General insurance 
companies too have given out be¬ 
tween Rs 1.5 to two crores to cover 
the damages. But whet of the allega 
tioDS of continuing discrimination 
against Sikhs? Mr Jha said. “WeB. 
p^ace committees have been set up 
and J went to Kanpur and visited 
Sikh gurdwares. Over Rs seven lakhs 
have been spent in Kanpur alune. 
Where Sikhs are isolated and inse¬ 
cure. (he army and CRP ire on 
guard, (he Union government and 
tbe chief minister have assured them 
of protection. We sent the JG. Mr 
A P. Mishra. to Punjab. He spent a 
week there and convinced 150 of the 
350 families who migrated to re¬ 
turn.** Mr Jha said that the state 
government had assured Sikhs of 100 
per cent safety. “But if in somebody’s 
mind there is still fear and Jnsecur* 

7 . it can only be due to their sense 
guilt. 
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many of the cluh members ere per 
turbed by the polarisation taking 
place m the club. Some of them have 
been circulating letters criticising 
the administration of the club, parti¬ 
cularly the induction of members. 
There are over 9,000 members on the 
wailing list of the club, many of 
whom are trying to edge (heir way In, 
through the main and side doors. 
Usually about two members are 
taken in each month, which means i 
that a non-government applicant ' 
would have to wait a hundred years. 

Some of the club members have 
complained that over 100 people 
were made members out of turn in 
the “emineDt category’* during (he 
course uf the last year. One of the 
circulars asks, “How would one ex- 
plain the induction uf a private 
secretary to- a minister, a deputy 
secretary in the government of India, 
and a manager of a bank in (his 
category? The eminent category is 
suppos^ to include judges of the 
Supreme and High Court, ministers, 
secretaries to ihe government and 
chairmen of public sector undertak¬ 
ings. Strangely enough in 1964. a 
deputy general manager of a bank 
was made a member whereas the 
waiting list includes several chair¬ 
men of banks. Each member of the 
committee is allowed to induct two 
mentbeis. The circulaior states that 
last ye8r*$ comminee inducted over 
900 members whereas the committee 
of 1983 brought in only less than 200 
The politicisation of this club in¬ 
cludes the practice of these circulars 
and whips to vote, according to one 
of (he couAier-circulars in what has 
become a circular war of pamphlets 
IMm Mn, New 0«N 
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Heavy Lobbying Before Elections 

Arms dnalers and soldiers rub ,s'huul(Jers at Delhi club 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Princess with the Whip 

Arab princnss sentencec/ for as^nuiting maids 


S ince (he oil-rich Arab princes. 

princesses, Sheikhs and |Mten- 
(ates besan to fre<iuen( Britain 1$ 
^ars ago, they have brought a new 
element on (he social scene of this 
country: not only (heir habit of 
(hrowing away money by way of 
expensive shopping expeditions and 
buying expensive properties but 
more pertinently their feudal ways. 
One peculiar aspect uf this is their 
cruel treatmeni uf their servants. As 
• result, from time to time, cases 
come to light of servants being mal* 
treated, or beaten up by their Arab 
masters or mistresses, which often 
end up in British courts. 

Tht* latest of such cases was a 
particularly gruesome one. in which 
a Kuwaiti princess beat up her two 
maids—one an Indian and the other, 
a Sri Lankan—for which she was 
fined on 4 February X*M. Rs SOO and 
given a suspended jail sentence in a 
London court. The judge also 


I MHATRE MURDER CASE 

Guilty 


Tivo /KLF men sentenced 

A little more than a year after the 
Birmininam based Indian diplo¬ 
mat, Ravindra Mhatre, was kidnap¬ 
ped and killed, the Crown Court of 
(he city concenied has reached a 
conclusion on the crime, lo a judg* 
mvnt delivered by Mr Justice Bris¬ 
tow on 7 February, the court sent¬ 
enced two Jammu and Kashmir Li¬ 
beration Front (JKLF) activists. 
Abdul Raja (26) of Parts and Moham 
mad Rtas (24) of Leicester, earlier 
found guilty of murder hy a jury by a 
majority verdict uf eleven—one. (o 
imprisonment. 

However, allegedly the main cul¬ 
prit. Mohammad Musserat Iqbal, 
who is <Hid to have fired the three 
shots near a farmhouse m Leicester¬ 
shire which brutally ended Mr 
Mhatre'^ life, has apperently 
escaped, and la thought to be in 
Pakistan, which has no extradition 
treaty with Britain. Two other accom 
plices, Aslam Mirzan, Riaz's brother, 
a^d Aghar Mahmood, are at large 
and Zubair Ansari, "world" secretary 
iM the JKLF, IS also absconding. 

^ (t is unda^tood that the British 
IbeirefnoieBt has r«)ueat*d the au- 






ordered the princess, Sheika Faria 
Sabah (i0>, to pay Rs 1,2S0 as com¬ 
pensation to the girla 

Judge Hayman of Knighisbridge 
Crown Court told the princess; 'Your 
conduct was disgraceful, verging on 
barbaric. You have escaped a prison 
sentence by the skin of your teeth." 
The princess pleaded guilty of whip¬ 
ping (he Sri Lankan maid, Mrs Sam* 
sul Ariffa <20). with an electric flex 
and burning her hand by pressing it 
on u hot plate. She also admitted 
beating her Indian maid, Mrs Laxmi 
Swarei (40) of Madras and giving bar 
a black eye. 

During the trial, the prosecution 
counsel (old the court that the ill- 
treatment of the two maids came to 
light way back tn July 1963 when a 
local shopkeeper noticed numerous 
injuries on Mrs Ariffa: be helped her 
to escape from her Kuwaiti mistress's 
house and she took refuge in the Sri 
Lankan high commission. On 


thorities in Islamabad to deport 
tqbal, Mirsan and Aabar Mabmood, 
But thus far it has drawn a blank, and 
it is generally felt that Pakistan is 
unlikely to cooperate. Indeed, it is 
gather^ that the Frisian govern¬ 
ment has already pleaded no know¬ 
ledge of the whereabouts of the three 
accused. 

Mr Mhatre, a relatively minor 
functionary in the external affairs 
ministry, and posted as number two 
in the assistant high cz>moi*sfion in 
Birmingham, was abducted near his 
home on the outskirts of the city in 
February 1964 and sileiwed two days 
later. Justice Bristow desorbed the 
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basis of the information given by her, 
British police raided the house of the 
Kuwaiti princess in Bayswater and 
found an electric flex and a riding 
whip which had been used to beat up 
the maids. They also found a blood* 
stainad dress belonging to Mrs 
Ariffa. 

The prosecution counsel said that 
the two maids had been struck fre^ 
quant ly for whit they considered to 
Ik no misdemeanours, such as ''look- 
ing out of the window or sweeping 
too slowly.* The counsel for the de¬ 
fence ruled that the princess was a 
“person of some standing in her own 
i country." and hal voluntarily re- 
I rumed to Britain twice to attend the 
proceedings. She had been under 
stress in bringing up her four chil¬ 
dren without her husband as well as 
caring for her sister who was ill. She 
had also been running her business 
and a construction company in 
Kuwait and was thus under consider¬ 
able strain. The counsel said that 
things were “vary much on top of 
her." 

The two maids art now being 
looked after by their friends. Mn 
Laxmi Swami was not available for 
comment. 


kidnapping and murder as "tn act of 
international terrorism" but “a pret¬ 
ty pathetic operation." It seems that 
the asseilants picked on Mr Mhatre 
et random and were ameteur enough 
not to lackle a more senior aM 
well-guarded official, 

Thera was. however, a motive: to 
pressurise the Indian government 
into releasing Meqbool Butt, founder 
of the liberetion Front in 1966, who 
wes under sentence of deeth. In feet, 
Mr AmanuUeh Khan, chairmen of the 
JKLF, which was formed in Britain in 
1977 after its mother party was li¬ 
quidated and Its laaders were 
arrested, wiahfuUy thinks the plan 
could have succeeded. “It was due to 
the very unreasonable attitude o^ the 
Indian high commission in the days 
after Mr Mhetre's abduction that be 
iJied," he maintains. 

The outcome of the Mhatre case is 
a matter uf some relief to the BritUi 
government, whkb has been fadng a 
certain amount oi coldness from New 
Delhi for the former's inactivity per¬ 
taining to aoti-lndien agitations by 
British Sikhs, partieularly Ae utter¬ 
ances of the self-styled leader of 
Khalistan, Dr Jagjit Singh Chaiihan. 
On the other head, the decree li 
cttbaiTUiing for PekUtgA, whoea 
embassy in the United Kingdom hn, 
reportedly, lad 
tacte with the 
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Wo Threat to Babi es 

U ltrifonic Ktiu imd 

on profflont woottn 

pose no tluett to tbeir mK 

bebies, eccordiag to Iah- \ 

cot ma^sine. iu ultn* y Jfi 

•ouQd macbine uses sound I I C i ^ 

waves to produce 0 picture I \ \\ 

of the unborn beby on • L \ 

screen. It can show .multi* ^ 

^0 oregnencies, possible 

Eitnaiceps end the sex ol the child. There hove been 
fears that such scanning could increase the risk of 
childhood cancers. But tvro experiments earned out in 
England prove otherwise. In one study, researchers 
coptpared 1.731 children who died of cancer with an 
equal number who did not. Ihoy found that an exposure 
to Ultrasound did not differ between the two groups^ end 
concluded that ''ultrasound is sale as regards the riA of 
childhood cancer.".In another experimeot. $SS ^ildren 
with cancer were compared with 1,110 healthy children. 
The observations revealed "no significant association 
benveen exposure to ultrasound examination in pre* 
gnancy and the risk of childhood cancer.” 


Mobie Untt for Heart PatiefTte 

E very yeer more than 6,000 people in Wonbem 
Ireland die from coronary diseases, alanning statis* 
tics indeed. This was the main reason why Dr Mahen 
Varma, a consulienc cardiologist at the Erne hospital in 
Enniskillen, decided to pioneer Biitsin's first mobile 
screening unit to check heart patients The unit u 
manned by hospital staff who can screen up to four 
people an hour. Dr Vanns explains, *tlsing the mobile 
screening unit we felt we could encourage people to 
come in off the street on a random basis to have a 
general checkup, especially those p^ple between the 
ages of 3S and SO who are most at risk.” The unit has 
screened more than 400 peopla and, at least, one 
potentigl diabetic and a leukaemia patient have been 
identified. About 2S per cent of those screened had a 
very hij^ level of blood fata 


Daafenii^ Drags 

K eep away from strep’ { 
tomycin and aspirin; I 


V%toBiycin and aspirin; 
they mi^t make you deaf. 

Researchers at Xeele uoi- ^ 

varsity in the English Mid* y J 

lends, Briuin. are of the f 

view that very strong 

doses of antibiotics, parti* 

•eutafly of the screptomy* 
on fanii^. and targe doses 

of sallcy wes such us aspirin damage microscopic hairs 
on sensory cells in the inner ear, whkb pick up 
sounds and transmit them via the nerves to the brain. Dr 
Carole Hackney, e cell biologist, is attempting to find 
out how drugs change the inner ear structure and give en 
iDaight into bow inner ear calls receive and convert 
sounds. Using special dm to stain individual nerve 
ceUs, the connections « the auditory nerve will be 
tev«ftiiated CO pee bow the more central pern of the 
bnlh Amb^o during deafness. 
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Karate for Insects 

S cientists of the plant 
protection division of 
Britain’s l/nperjal Chemic* 
ol Industries (ICI) group 
have discovered a new in* 
secticide, which has a high 
degree of environmental 
acceptability. Inieresting* 
ly, the substance has been 
named Karate, though in 
UK and certain other countries it will be known by some 
other name. It controls a wide range of pests. Including 
caterpillars, beetles, weevils sphids (plant lice or greenf* 
ties) and ocher sucking pests. Its major uses are in the 
control of fohar pests in agriculture and for the control 
of public health insect pests. Birds, earthworms and bees 
will not be affected by the insecticide. 

The MiMpurpose Magnetic Card 

I n France, the magnetic card (a payment card with a 
magnetic strip) has been doing wonders. It is possible 
to pay shopkeepers and stores, hotels, travel agencies, 
meens of transport (trains, car rentals, flights). The 
business concerned simply has in be affiliated to one of 
the netsrorks issuing its, clients cards. The principle is 
simple You give your card to the shopKeeper. Puf 
instance, and he prims a bill. The bill is signed and the 
card returned to the holder. For purchases by corres¬ 
pondence, the (confidential) number on the card is 
simply written on the beck of the order form. Cash can 
be taken any time, either from auiomatii: cash* 
dispensers, or from hanks. With just one material 
support, (he owner can carry out as many transactions as 
he likes, according to the balance of his bank account, of 
course. 

Mention must be made of tlie memory kard tuo, a 
French invention about a decade old A microchip is 
simply inserted inside the plastic card which remainh 
just as slim. It is a complete microprocessor incorporat¬ 
ing a calculator and a storage memory. This enables n to 
be lined up to a central payment unit. The cai J makes it 
possible for the bearer to be identified, cunlidentially 
smd inviolably. 


Plastics that Conduct Electricity 

B ritain's Science and 
Enj^eering Research 
Council is providing over 
CIS.OOO for research inio 
certaia plastics chat have 
an ability to conduct elec 
tricity. Plastics are more 
usually used as insulators 
of electricity, for eitampla. 
a pUsric*coated electrical 
cable. Recent discoveries that plastics conduct electric* 
icy are arousing a Im of interest since plastics are tough, 
li^i, cheap and can be processed easily. By suitable 
chemical or electrochemical ueatmeni called "doping,” 
the tlecoical properties of a number of plastics can be* 
changed from th^ of e typical insulator to those of g 
eemicendoctor Kke siUeoa and. ultimately, to that of a 
rrue meigl. 









WhHc tMs ocntteman Is vety mudi 
at sea leva behind Ms smDe is an airaaft ^ 
fl)^ SS^OOO feet hish! 







Thafs ov er night 
■kscrvicei 


Skypok 


foryoul 


There are times, otttr\ 

wtien we ^ wsudikze 
the reassured and smibog toce 
of a customer wtiose valuadK 
and tfseit document is 
speedi^ »its destination on 
time. And it snvs us a lot 0* 
saosfaetton Espeoaky when 
we recall his worried, amous 
f9Ct wW enquire with us 
wTiecher it vres rea>iy« * 
ptvseaky possible to meet Ns 
deadlinei 

Speed and dependability 
Thats the essence of any 


coijier service And oj 
haiimari TNT Skypak i$ one of 
the largest and mo9 trusted 
couner service companies in 
the world With 2600Q people 
on ther toc^ in 48 courtriesi 
But beins lai^e and 
resource^ji doesn t mean vre 
take thinss for panted. We siki 
depend on hmrwi 
quairties like efAciency and 
accountability. And cst its 
urgency that seems to 
us wingsl 



wt>OT \t$ wanted yesterdayl 


903,M»rSr*«nNoi7Ne«vMinr«urciBorTib«r400 090 Hiorv. 659701 
MStTm 0111139&MIN 


• An>r«4RMd S6aa6f«U«U.2«te*acnC«y 694454 

*w> 


• C«CwA4 OIMO«Cocw 


DeVs 641400 • O ri»» tf »fi 1414 


• i»iP f b>0 jreiisupqg 7<37»»iaoii.47ac»4Msfwiia e i96996 ’ 
•nkftv* W«4WiM<9440«M«|tD 9447 sSam*irnilmi$769 f 
*W*Wn 6 Sab 1 SV 4 ICO 940 ) 















VARIETY 


Thw India 



CALCUTTA: Tbe process of governinf 
West Beagal ground (o a lemporary 
hale due to a cat and an owl. The owl 
and the pussycat had taken up resj* 
dance in Writers' Buildinfs, the seat of 
the state government, and their eaca* 
pades resulted in the suspension of nil 
work. On the night of 29 January the 
cat scaled the inner well of the ^lld* 
ing and slept on a le^e under an 
airconditioner proiecting from the 
room of the cooperation minister, Mr 
Nihar Bose. But in the morning it could 
not get down. By the afternoon of 30 
January its plight had moved an offi* 
ciil to summon the fire brigade. A fire 
tender, manned by eight helmeted and 
gloved firemen, arrived promptly and 
an impressive ladder was propped 
against the wall. A fireman rush^ up 
only to find the cat avoiding his reach. 
Finally, a stick was called for;* on 
seeing it, the cat lumped to the ground 
and sped off. leaving the firetnan 
stranded sheepishly on lop of Ihe 
ladder. On 29 January itself, the owl 
did what owls are supposed to do—it 
slept. However, it chose as its bed the 
beam across the main entrance to the 
area. All through the day. curioua 
clerks and newsmen stood sianng up 
at ii and held serious diKussions on 
the astrological implications for the 
Left Front government. The owl. 
however, remained least bothered— 
The refegraph <Jude Miua, Calcutta) 

BANGALORE: Elephants art direwd 
creatures no doubt, but have diey 
developed a fascination for studies? A 
herd of 11 elephants, including two 
calves, bad strayed from a nearby 
foreai. The aaimels had lodged them- 
•tlvea in a mango pore ri^t behind 
the R,V. CoUeie of engineering on the 
outekirta of iea^ort. Thouj^^ the 
I .jpackytema have aoc ihreetoned the 

■ I 



residents of the area as such tlie 
people seem to have beer, unnerved by 
the sudden landing of so many 
elephants nearbv —Theffm- : 

du (C. S. N. Murthy, Bangalore! 

THANJAVUR: Anyone driving 
through the lush green Thanjavur de¬ 
lta, where the Samba harvest is gather 
ing momentum and the Thaladi har¬ 
vest work is due to begin shortly, will 
be surprised by the hundreds of red 
flags fluttering in the fields. The flags 
have not been planted by any political 
party. The flags have been put up to 
indicate that the paddy field is under 
distraint and that only with the per¬ 
mission of the authorities can the 
crops be harvested. The large number 
of red flags indicate that a huge 
amount of kist is in arrears wnich total 
Rs 16 crores—The Hindu (R. Venkate* 
san, Tiruchirapelli) 

NEW DELHI: Docs this country, like 
Holland, have two Prime Ministers, 
instead of one? That would seem to be 
the case, according to the New Delhi 
telephone directory. For in this 
volume, while Mr Rajiv Gandhi is 
listed as the Fnme Minister in the 
entries under the PM's secretariat, 
department of aiomic energy and the 
ministry of electronics, Indira Gandhi 
continues to be Prime Minister and 
fflinister'in-charge in the lists of minis 
tries under the heads 'ocean develop¬ 
ment. science and technology.* What 
makes the confusion even more intri¬ 
guing is the legend: ''Corrected up to 
30.6.64"—The Times of India (liaroja 
Simhan, New Delhi) 

JAMNAGAR: Blue films appeared on 
television screens in many drawing 
rooms here on 24 January, leading to 
utter surprise and amusement In¬ 
quiries showed that this happened 
i^en the local television got tuned in 
to a ^ort-range transmitter of the 
naval training institute, INS Valsura, 
here. While SMne believed it was a 
deliberate mischief played by some¬ 
one in the navy, and demanded a 
high-level probe, one navy officer 
reacted sharply, saying that the civi¬ 
lians ^ould have switched off their 
sets if they did cwM like the program¬ 
me—fndxan express (Vibhas Srivasta- 
va, Dehradun Centt) 

HYDERABAD; A denial surgeon and a 
young man were rounded up by the 
police when they roamed nude In 
different areas here in the city on 24 
January. The doctor was arrested 
while moving wiihoui clothes in 
Nareyanaguda, while the other, a na¬ 
tive of Simlla, was hald in Ramkota 
area^/odj aa Eaprees (Dkaopatral 
Aureal, TadepalngiMwi) 


Without Comment 


You can abuse me, slender me, 
call me a defector, but you have 
no right to take Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir out of the map of India. That 
will happen only ovei my dead 
body—G. M. Shah, J A K chief 
minister, in indien Express 

A cabinet of thieves, contractors, 
rapists and swindlers—Biju Pat- 
naik, on the J. B Patnaik minis¬ 
try. in The TeJegraph 

How can a man who is afraid of 
even a lisard, work against the 
country?—Mrs Geeta Narain, on 
her huabend Coomar Narain 



Why don't you say that Rajiv 
Gandhi might end up in my party? 
Is It strange that leaders of two 
perties should agree on certain 
issues or on certain values? Is it 
necessary that they should differ 
un every issue?—Ramakrishna 
Hegde, on the speculation that he 
would join the Congressd), in The 
Week 

We deal with India, not with 
Sikhs—Gen Zia-ul Haq in an in¬ 
terview to Pram Bhatia 

Fantasies are realisable—William 
Kennedy, author of Pulitser Prise 
winning novel. Ironweed, in Life 

I have very little respect for 
actors like Amitabh Bachchan. 
Even a dog w^s the ground with 
its tail where it sits, but most stars 
era just parasitas of the 
medium—Om Puri in Cine Blitt 

Smite Pacil says she Is the best. 
Rekha anoounees she is the best. 
You have to make your choice 
between these two ladies, I am 
tKfwhera in tha nutning—Shaba- 
M Asmf in durdusr 
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MIU Aprik—14 Miyl i! 

you (<tke c.iie of yout ne^l1n. 
the Hveek dhcad oromi^es lo 
be lucky one lor dk of you 
On ihe econmnic tr^ml mo$1 
ol you viiili gain tnorif^y or prupeity through 
rto onexpecled source Pfolosstonais aod 
will makr sieddy proQrese 
II If r>Ano(1 also tavoiirabie lor lovers 
yciucjii rnateuali^e mariiMeolari^ Fi»er>ds 
mO relolives will uontr<hulc lo your napo< 
ness 

Qoed diiis 16 '<*0 ond ?? 

LueSy numbsrs: ^ a'>d 6 
Favourtbie dlredion: Cast 


UO ns Aujal 14 NfflBm- 

rihafiC<ally Ihis is nol a 
Oood week and unless 
^ you keep your expenaiu re lo 
j minimum, you will run ir:lo 
OeOis Busineftsmen should avoKl risky 
yerhuros However, professionals W'li 
m«ike headway duiiog lb's phase LOveiS 
win also lind (Ns period favourable Fnends 
and lelaiives w<ii keep you busy dunng ih« 
week end Keep a sharp eye on your nealifi 
end difl 

6oed dim }9 20 and 7? 
ieetv nuihbers: 3 S and 7 
Fmurabla dtreeiien: Wesi 



SAGIHARIUS (15 Deosfflber^ 
14 January) Mmgr problems 
may crop up this week bui 
wih a bM of diplomacy you 

_ _ (.an eas'iy overcome them 

All will be well on ihs proiessior^i and 
domest'C ironi This is ;iiso a good period 
:'H ariisis 400 sporismen Sludenis should 
m.ihe lire most oui ol this lucky phase. II 
you Ko m love yft iniendinp lo gel 
maifw * this is itie onporiune dme lo do so 
'.Va'ch y *ur ni»«iih 

Good dales' 2 ? and 79 
Ivety numbirs' 7 d hocI 
faveuribit dirscliDe: Norih^weui 


m 


TAilRUS (16 May—14 Ami 
T>iis IS an exceplionaiiy 
irvouMble week for ihose in 
• osinchs irrvesfmenis maoa 
_ iii/rihp (his period W'li feich 

i.(.h civoei'i'i'. in tuiure The phaae is 
equally lavouiabie lor professionals a 
piumotion cannoi be ruled out For bache* 
lore, tfiis is the 'deal lime lo get married 
Howeve., me Imanciai from is npi an thai 
inKiou'dging 

Good datis; w. tg and 2i 
Lucky flumbert; 3, 4 and 9 
fivourabli dUscllen; Norm 


e^f!^ VfftGO (19 Ssalemer—14 
Oeliber) ih>s is ncx a oood 
99^ week 10 solva legal proh 
>ems P^ipone aa imponant 
pfar)s Businessmen am 
qdviseo noi lo lake hasiy aeosHXva PoMi 
cians should be cauuous wMe dealing wuh 
the masses However ihis is a good permo 
lex ihoM o love and 4)ter>dir>g lo gel 
married but do not gel earned away by your 
emoHons A leliet wiR bring good iidngs 
Oeed dates: 20 21 ar>d 23 
Uefcy fletnbart: i 6 and 9 
Feyeerable dimilea: South 


CAPRICORN (IS Jenuary—14 
Febniirv) This is noi a good 

' i3i>tiOii foi politicians and 

V 1 iwvi'is Businessmen 

^ aiiuuKi uurVd againsi decep* 

i^fTi rrm may kis<' hrvivily il you gamble or 
nilukm n bpri&iiOlivc ventures However. 
1 hii« IT. .1 lovuurahtry week lor those em> 
UKrYOil m tfiy pub' '' riectui Crealivf arliSta 
unu spofisrnen wilt niso her^etit from ihis 
HKkv phase 

Geed ditas: w ?0 and 2i 
Lacky numbers 2 6 and 7 
Faveerable diraetlan. West 


GEMINI (15 Jaiie-14 Jely) 
Businessman and proles- 
9 \ sionals shnukS be wary of 
r / enem ea do nof lake even 

your close hienids and rela* 
(ives io< granted. The period »s also bad for 
iovi:r9 avoid adventurous plans and du not 
lake hasiy decisions However, the domes* 
tic Iruhi Will provide you W'th all ihe 
insp«.>3lior) lo overcome this bleak period. A 
loumey towards the week end will lekeve 
you Ol all ter>sions 
Good dales: 19. 21 and 23 
Lueky numbers: i. 3 ar^d 4 
Favouribla dlnclloe: Souin-wesi 




CANCER |19 Jel^•.14 AaguU) 

There is good r^ews for those 
of you who are unerryployeo 
0 |0b IS m the oflmg The 
phase is at&o favourable tor 
prpiessic rials some of you may be coaled 
to a place ol your choice Students should 
rot tnlter away the char>ces ihat come their 
way (nvers will ai»o fino this week a Kicky 
one. The domestic front wilt remam inspir 
ir>g However, do not negieci your heetth 

Gatd datei: ie t 9 and 21 
laekF numbers: 2 . 4 and € 

Favoanbia direcllen: Norm*caei 


lltRA 119 Octaaer—14 

Meeenbef) The stars foneu a 
br>ghi week lor all ol you The 
ecor^orpic Irooi wD look up 
but avoid exiravagaoce 
Businessmen end protess>of>ai8 should not 
nesilalc lo urnlertake reapOns>b«li|ieS At 
home your chMien w4i be a source of |oy 
Frerds and relatives wiN keep you busy 
throughout the week but do rtoi rtegfoci 
you* work Your healih wA deienoraie 
further. 

Oeod dates; t?. 19 and 20 
Lecfcy nutnbefs: 2, 4 and 6 
FavoersWa dlreeHea: Souih*easl 


SCONPKI (19 Neramber—14 
Dasamber) The sura 00 not 
shine very brightly on your 
tinenciai front. On the 
dornestc front one of your 
dose relatives residing with you may sud^ 
deniy tab sek adding to your f^nariciel 
burden Love arkJ marnage are kl sgn.fied 
Iry and SvOiO arguments with your t>e>oved 
Your health wil add to your worries Avoid 
undertaking pleasure tnp$ 

Good dilN: 16 20 v>d 21 
LMfcT wiiRler?: 4. $ and 6 
Favtarebie dirKdee: East 


ECTfifr^ AQUARIUS (19 Febreary^ll 
March) This is nol a good 
week lor courtship and mar- 
riage negoiiations an aifair 
may come lo an end Avoid 
tegj' d'cpjifs duri'^ *his phase However 
Ihis a lucky period for Ihose n governmeni 
service a promotion is m the offing, Ai 
home, ihe health of your wife is likely 10 
tx)iher you Those above ihe age of 45 
should be extia*vigil?rii atx>ut iheu health 
and d«ei 

Good latac 15. 22 and 23 
Lacky Mimban; 3. 4 and 5 
Favearabta dlneUeti; North 


PISCES (IS Marah-U April) 

You Will come in contaci with 
an miiuentiai person. Mailers 
relating to properly will be 
resolved m your favour. On 
(he u'Cffcss oral front you will make steady 
headiray Businessmen will also prosper. 
The dorneshC fronl will remairr inspirtrg, 
Howovo' Ihis )« not lh« opportune lime to 

get married A joUTney towards the middle 
of the week wH prove frnEUieially profitable. 
Good dalaa; tg 20 and 2 i 
Ucty numban: 1, 2 and 3 
Favaiffabia llricltn»t South-west 





ban aa M 1IM. 19ft V 2Mi ef bur neftk; 


You are emotionel by riaivra. At t'mde you get earned ewty by your emodone (e auch an axiem mat you Nnd youraalf in treuNi. 
Someof youaroaftoandowad wtthanariMicfefflparamani: yfrjwMdowftitfyouchooaathacraativirtaiayogrprofaailefl. Moat 
ofyouariiocMbynitura and you lQv« 10 baaurroundad^IrtMi and raftnvaa. Woman born during this period maka Idail 



VARIETY 


Chess 


1 iMlSAd. iMOpt* t*k» eAM 
A ncilon <n docil« vwrtof*. th«y v* 
i>np«rv<n«m»% w«ll tulM lo tfw con- 
iW «< MAjgali. tMr awwltv ■( 

H bMfd batng mMtM onty by tn«i« 
AimiiHy from tt 
Tht wrtt ov leMAdk d>Ma li <frbob4d 
rt FildHk OISfMOn. annaniMttr, m- 
ttidam of HOC and nationof >ioro. 
«MRh of UlOMod young ployoro Jn Icoland 
» nmnlfy going to bo ttio Mureo of 
lUOOlWcr, and nono it t fnon otovtout 
onMM thon }1>yoor-«kd JoAonn HJor* 
MOOD. Ho hoo foconHy tumod «i oomo 
sooudhiliV polkolwd poHormoneoo whi ch 
tort bock (o tho young Qlafioon. whooo 
Mrtv gtmoo tfopltyoo iho oomo clootkoi 

luOAOy. 

iVNto: Act. Block! HH'ttfWon. Quoow*t 
3afnM Oocllnod. 

1M4 H-tm Sf-QM F-IO 

9IM(nU4 4W4I %4t2 

MM l«-M 

7 0^ MUtt IB)« M 

A danoorou^iooicing t Bo oipt lo oxplon 
no lomoofoiv inotobWy of two whOo 
dlOponoH vlt. B .. NKAlOQif 11 


l^iftgiioun (BtoekJ to movo 




(WMio) 


M3 Ma 17 MAO or B . PxV 10 
M(ft 11 0-K4 AJm 12 bif 

fpllowoO by MM ond MAO olc. 

I... H~ 9 »t IBM-O 

11M B^ IIMAO A-QMT 


I9B-QI f-fO UQ-m Me 

Tho flrot wivo ho* Oooo ouecoMfuHy 
mMrtod 00 White trtoo from o now onglo. 

HMS fUd %$Km MOW 

ITfUCi MO 1IB-n 

DIAOMM 

nonntng to plom ploeoo on tl« QBB 
oguofo. Hjanoiioon rodoV diOAiptt hit 
hemeuRyrOl ooprrftiono. 


II... M4I liNf Q-B2 

a M7 bM 71 hiB Pkf 

aiMOl O-M aR-Q2 f«-OBI 

10 MCI 

A eheioo of hepolooo oHornottvM If 20 BaB 
bB 21K-KI M K*ei duff 27 K-N1 
N-K74 winning tho quoo n . 

10. 

Or » bN OxF* 26 Ml BaP 27 0-N3 
0-06*^ I 


On TTQ-NIQkBAi- H motli^. 

MICHAEL SI6AN 


BrIIKjE 


Thio lo 0 dool from tho Woolwkh Bgring 

tourtomoo. with no oomo tiondo ployod In 

both tho Noilhom ond Southom loeHono. 

DoolofWoot GomooR 


#A63 

# AB2 
fAJ? 

♦ ARB7 


Sio 

4 K lift 
466012 


K 11662 
66412 

N 

W C 

• 

KJ10I67 
KQJ 111 
6 


Of 

174 

0603 

QJ 106 


tho holdoro. ToRochor, iho o 
aWo wM on B*uo Oub Unoo 


$4oiVt 

No 

No 

No 


ouotten m Ono 


Sovfh 


Tho ooooing ono eh* ohoorod obout 16 
poMo iftMfOi ond on# hood woo oomi* 
DOoWvo, Wodl'o goto of four apoOOO woo l 
o fci o nU W t mo«o imOtIng portnor to nomo o 
lorv oult but Cool eoiM onhr doublo. Al 
0« otfwr awo Eoot-Wool bU o oRngto 
2 Nf - 3Wr. ond no llnol eonboet woo 


ogoln four fpodoo deubM. 

^Vofi Ml dub. ruflod by South. Al ono 


In thf Northom hoot bttwion Shok ond 


aHo Sou» WdoownthoMngof iflidii. 
kedia tourtrlda.ficho'olliirnoldngtf 


hoono. Tho dolonco did not mofet tho 
mutoko of winning, oe ogoln no comroei 

At onothor ubio South modo tho bota* 
pay of 0 low hooft ft vtek two. Woot 
gio^ lew ond dummy'i If 9 providod on 
01^ for tho erfUfiOl irvrtkpSnoooo. 

Tho oomo ooguoneo of ovona woo 
ailowod 01 two tiOia a tho Southom 
guohor'flnol. South m ono aba aodlAg 
tho Ung of opodoo from hohd, it Tho ethor 
trying no low howl oucBOOoAilty. 

Tho hnol, botwoon tana aploinod by 
Mp^ ond flai «^ll bo pavod during tho 
Brighton Cengipoo lr> Ai.^M. 


TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


OUeSTtONS 


1. Nimo the ftmoui scigobst who fnt 
dtvpioofd 6 vecdoo a provonc the 
occurnneo ot OoUd"? 

2. Which cRy m North Amohea a 
known M the dty of mggntficontdiS' 
tanega? 

3. Who wag ih# woman to dimh 
Mount EvorasiT 

4. In gatronomy, whot «fO tho bodao 
tormad from tht eokapdod romnona of 
•upgmova ttcploglorta edad? 

5. What a (hi collgcttvt noun for karv 
garooa? 

e. i^SR II Vtf a/9i|t country m mo 
world. Which a ihi «gccrid larpnt 
country? 

7. Hoa a Nflroui OxMg bftar known 


iSirrr 



R9Mn n £w 1 h a thg autotavapny 
a wgl>known aafrortaut. Naina 


9. Namo ffa *l 06 t c on b ngr ^ r d oa e n beti 
In dPtaU by RWo whch W b o fc o v o d to 
havg aubsidod attor 4 was atnjck by a 
motportw. ovor 11.000 yoars ago. 

10 . Add Aactfiam’s Trgasurp, Biadr 
Co«. Thd dtae* tstanU and Tho BM 
Loivs are cemie books with a yourtg 
repoHsr as the hero. Name hen. 

11. Who was the first Indian to be a 
member of the BriKah Parkinent? 

12. Which covwy /eceNaa'ihe higheaf 
number of tourWa every yggr^ 

13. Wher ia Teechers' 0^ n IndW? 

14. Where n the htanan body la Che Von 
Ebner'a giM? 

16. kdoo 26 Oong wrotg me Rgd Book. 
Who wroli (hg Oman Boob? 
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TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU OUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Mind Bender 
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Quick Think 

The year 19^ may have bean a year of caiaatrophea, 
but it wasn*t an upside down year. The lest two 
upudd'^own years were 1691 and 1961. How qukkiy can 
you find the next upside-down year? 


Eye Wash 



Can you get (he puppy to the bone? You can enter 
frum one square into another only along the dkecimn of There are ten pins which have gone into this pin 
(he arrows. Obviously, you must find the shortest route, cushion and only nine come out. Which pin got ttu^? 


Wordplay 




Which face is entirely different from all others in 
every single detail? 


Mindbender 


mmsm 








Drew Che appropriate figures in the empty spaces. 


Quizzbizz 


This wnrd mate will contain 12 words, when com¬ 
pleted, one letter per space, reading in EITHER clock¬ 
wise OR anti-clockwise direction. The clues to the words 
are given below; 

1. A quiver 2. Hearsay 3. Heavy load 4. *nie highest point 
S. Striped wild cats? 6. Decline 7 Mildew 6. A container, 
for feeding animals 9. In good health 10. Scuffle U. 
DBlkaie U. Traced, around. 



What is the next lyttbol in this aeries? 













TEASERS 


Figure it Out 



Tricky treids. the»e. Mntch the backs of these cars to the froais. 


Solution lo Iasi week's 
Teasers: 

Cryplocross: 


I^r iJ ■! r r r i 

ir ^ a: rfi ii| 

iT i~ ai a 
r r K £' 

\i) i> ^ IT ti\ 

^irkrilTai 

w: k». d IT' ■': !• 

U’lrk'inr 


iieiHnnrjnrn^fnuj^inH 

nriFninnm'T^rifrfrFTfrrTi 

nrnini^Rnnnnni. inn 


Quick TWfik: 

The five cats catch five 
mice in five minutes, that 
is one mouse per minute. 
Therefore, in 100 minutes, 
the five catch 100 mice, 
hnd ibere ia no need for 
Wiy more cals. 


Witshaipaner: 

Mr Sen obviously had no 
knowledga of oiathematios 
<clua a) and so could not 
havt caufht it Mr Das did 
not know enough seogra* 
pby to teach it ana since 
Mr Rao did not know the 


Oevnagiri Mript, he could 
not have taught it. There¬ 
fore, Mr Sen taught Bn* 
glish. History and Hindi; 
Mr Rao taught MathMia- 
tics. Geography and His¬ 
tory and; Mr Das taught 
English. Mathematics and 
Hindi. 

Blockbuster: 

s 

Figure it Out: 




Quick Think: 

]. T {miss 1, miss 2, mi|$ 

1. j 

2. U. V. W.X.Y,2(l,mi58 
1, 2. miss 2, 3, miss 3...) 
Whai's in a Word: 
Revere, Legible. Orator, 
Insulin and Edited. 
Scrambles: 

Bleat, Raced. Enrol. Cruet. 
Askew. Brace. 

Shape Sleulhf 
£ (One stable shape is fol¬ 
lowed by two unstable 
shapes) 

Eye Wash 

There is an extra line in 
the frame of the lower pic¬ 
ture. 






>. :f*' «=.*• u. JW‘ 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 



w»y and wrote the acnpis 
forlihushlte Beraeb. 
Masfiaei and Pun/yt. 
whkh did not do too well 
at the box office. Poor 
Salin found no work. The 
good news is that the (wo 
have at lait realised their 
foU; and decided to come 
Aether again. 

T be tussle between 
J9cki4 Shnff and Anil 
Kapoor has reached a very 
IntereatiAg stage. While 
filnunakers are busy 
trying 10 rope than, Che 
two are playing their own 
ckvar games eaeh 
ffftakt tQ mwtt the other. 


night they became stars— 
producers and directors 
i^ueued up at their do<^' 
step to sign contracts Cm 
they were thentaken m 
many a superstar (Anih 
(jbh Aechchan was their 
CTaation).Thcdeo 
churned out one hit alter 
another dll one day the 
inevitable happen^ 
Salim aadJmdfMU- 
volved in a major war o( 
egea and finaUg cilind is a 
day. Jnved want hti own 


pinined a senior photo* 
graptanr: ‘‘She his been 
doing all kinds of vulgar 
things on the semes, wt 
sAy is sht playing difficult 
with us? 1 hale su^ dou* 
Me sundards.’* 

E veryone is tnUting ab> 
not the linling hot 
soeiws in photographer* 
timnd-filffimaker AJrnsb 
jm^Smpiyna. The talk 

caawns around the bad- 
room and oUw wach 


Seharand Lovf Mtfr 
/■jige—fared badly and 
gave him a bad name. 
Jackie on the other hand 
had a phenomenal success 
in Hero. The fate of the 
two will depend on the two 
films due for release: 
Saiheb with Anil Kapoor 
in the title role and Jackie 
as the hero in hfera Ja wab. 

S ome actrosseslike 
UemnMalini never 
give up. It's ages since she 
dazzled on tbe screen. 
Some directors and wri< 
tert are now busy cmng to 
briAg her back and nema 
is all too willing to help. 
She hu even r^ucod her 
fen. Dnptratin can 
^08 sure. 


S ndevj. with her im¬ 
peccable manners, is 
slowly showing signs of 
change. She has started 
behaving badly not only 
with the people in the in¬ 
dustry but also with the 
press which gave her the 
boost she badly needed. 
Recently, she forced Sub- 
hash Crhah one of the re¬ 
spected names in the Bom* 
bay film world, to throw 
out a group of photo¬ 
graphers because she was 
dressed in a one-piece 
swimming suit. Corn- 


scenes between De- 
bashree Roy and Kenwai* 
Jeer. The last time De- 
basfaree hit tbe headlines 
was when she almost strip¬ 
ped “ because the scene 
demanded'* in Apame 
Sen's 36 Chowrin$heif 
Lane. She would never do 
it again, she had promtsed. 
But that was a long time 
back. 

R emember SaJjmand 
Jnvod, the most 
successful of writers in 
Hindi films’ Almost over* 








DELHI DIARY 



Technical Ch<^e? 


First Workman 


W ho will be the next 
cabinet secretary? 
Krishnaswamy Raosibab 
is to retire soon. The 
seniormost nember o^ the 
IAS is the planmn^ secret¬ 
ary K.V. Ramanathan Bui 
Mr Ramanathan's name, 
while being on top of the 
civil list, was dragged into 
controversy in i98i>. Ke 
was (he then secretary for 
petroleum, chemicals and 
fertilisers and the award 
of the consultancy con¬ 
tract for the Bombay High 
gas-based fertiliser units 
at Haiira and ThahVaishet 
was being discussed. 

The matter hid been 
considered ^ two high- 
power committees for over 
three years. The American 
firm. C.F. Braun, repre¬ 
sented in India by the for¬ 
mer sheriff of Bombay. 
Narendra Kapadia, was on 
the top of the short list on 
both occasions. In 1980. 
Italy's Snam Progetti sud¬ 
denly jurrfped into (he fray 
with political patronage 
and overruling technical 
opinion, this firm which 
had not even been short- 
listed, goi (he contract. Mr 
Ramsnathan opposed this 
and came in conflict with 
his minister. P.C. Sethi. 


Krishaaiwty Raesaiieb 

Later, while deposing be¬ 
fore Parliament's esti¬ 
mate's committee, Mr 
Ramanathan*was asked 
whether the award had 
been changed due to some 
superior technical 
grounds He replied that 
the new deal had been 
guided not by technical, 
but "superior extra- 
technical" considerations. 
Now this upright officer it 
on the threshold of getting 
the best job an IAS mem¬ 
ber can aspire for. Will he 
make it? In all likelihood 
another good officer, P.K. 
Kaul, finance secretary, 
who is next to Mr Rama- 
nachan in seniority, will be 
the next cabinet secretary. 


Prlaw Mlrtiisr Rsl b Csndh I 

P rime Minister Rajiv fact blue-collared in the 
Gandhi is the first eyes of law. These two 
''workman*' to have be- categories of employees 
come the heed of govern- can never be deemed to be 
mem in India. The "work- executives, howsoever 
man” here refers to the high their salaries may be. 
definition laid down bv The Congres»(l) may or 
the Industrial DIsputes may not bv able to provide 
Act Commercial pilots a ''government thai 
and working journalists, works," but ii certainly 
though aMn to the white- has given the country a 
collered employees, sre in "workman” PM. 


The Haryana Accord 


' uuhile there is no solu- { 
' W tion in sight in Pun- * 
; jab, an interestirig accord I 
I seems to have been 
U reached in neighbouring 
|, Haryana. Chief minister 
«' Bhajen Lai and railway 
11 minister Baosj Lat (the for¬ 
mer strongman and buil¬ 
der of Haryana) are said to 
have buried the hatchet. 
Soon after the Lok Sabha 
elections. pro*6ansi LaI 

men in Haryana were gun* 

. (ling for Bhajen Lai and 
their main plaok was that 
fresh polls should be held 
in the state. But when elec¬ 
tions were not anoounced 
\ for Haryana along with tha 
other states. Banti Lai did 
not even whimper. A Ban- 
li-Bbajen rapproechenent 


Grounded? 


national «RALD 

, GsoulSiBy 

Hflwai-i YaSHW. lC\pnoi 


Gramil la ladle Is plcniirul. tmi rardv Is hvamur Mflced. 
The itflfcv St the Aerleeel In DvM h« prnduevd same; 

HtraUi Foeaded by Jewetiarle) Sehru eod anwaded bv 
Yaihpal Kapoor." The ndenmev Is W tha dtrdiw «l (hh Moswerieg 
daHy under Hi pesaiat odBor^am-iMneglBg dimtar. 


Bbajaa Lai 

could be the only reason 
fof this. 
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Bajaj Automatically 


If someone asked you to name India's largest scooter 
manufacturer, whose name would come to mind first? 

If you were told there is a plant in India which turns out one 
scooter every minute, who would you think of first? Auto, 
automatically. 

But the waiting list for sc<K>ters is too long even for 
such a plant; though it is as big as any single scooter, plant 
in the world. 

So, Bajaj Auto is setting up two new plants which will help us 
to produce over 700,000 vehicles a year. 

Nurmaliy. it takes years to commission such 
an operation. But with our expenence, we 
plan to start production at Aurangabad by 
1985 and Agra by 1986. 

Which should keep Bajaj .Auto the 
leader for years to come; automatically. for monoy. for yoor* 
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Tom Nossiter on the DecHne of the Leftists 

































You are looking at 

our new International selection of suitings. 




SUITINGS FROM iUf (>^Ea:oN 


BOMBAY DYEING 










If you want to show who you are, buy a Mercedes. 
But if you mean business, get a Safari. 



Jh% thit knows Its businsss. 
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He always wears a Cherry smile, 
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QiMMa^e 

Prom her unsteady. 
fsuJtering steps in 196S. 
Rtkhe has travelled a Ion# 
way and has matured inio 
one of the most talented 
actresses Akshav 
Upedhyaya profues the 
actress who u now the 
queen of the Hindi 
himworld. ^us en interview 
with Rekha. 

W»MWMR«plM*th« 
Ancry Voun| Man? 

WhowillfiU the vacuum 
created by Amitabh 
Bachchan joining poliii<i? 
Girija Kajendran discusses 
the present talent in the 
Hindi filmdnm 

Old Thamaa In Nate Raala 

The country'* him studios 
chuiTi out 800 feature films 
and 6S0 shnrt films on an 
avera|e every year. But 
k there IS very little 

' mmivalion in lermt uf 
(hemes. NikKat Kaimi takes 
a li>uk at Hindi films 
produced over the lest three 
years 
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Editor MJ Akbar 


• laisa* Toos^S' PandM 

AMkitefH caww* 

Stgrmlra Uangn** 1 ifina^Kat 

laiMrid awA 

gjrr' * M#"'v Jacob 

Biirr’.aQr*a V'"(r>y Cioaxirt^ 
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Power transmission lines that talk 


Power Line i^rrirr Cummunh.aliuns from RP1>. Fur hHtiY 
ot |K»wer. 

Simply put. il inmins an HhxJivv vnui? .iml ilala 
CMmiPiiinic uli<Mi .syslpTii ihat ii.m's exisMnp |Mi\V(?r Uims in 
thoFloi Incilv Hosinl neiwoik 

In npi’idUuii lor ovor 1. v<Mr^ in Klu>:trH:i1y Board 
net works all «ive{ iht* unniirv. Powor Lino Carrirr Clnm* 
imininitio)> units help immilor .iml cohlml (Xitu;aJ factors 
in elocirical poMor rnona^niuml 

('j)UiitHnni4Jtiun elet.lmnnj^ from HPL 9*su meons 
TeleiiM^try. Su|M*H'isr>ry and G)ntrol Systems. Telephone 
and Swiiclunx f^iniptfient 

nturn am ulhnr vital unnis that RPL serves too. With 
UistrumHtiluliun |li\dns1ruil. Mndnal ft Mttusuremejitk 


Cunipiiters. Components, Office Auiomminii and 
Coruumer Electronics. 

Behind this divenw product range iso vast corpus of 
knowledge (hat BPL has acquired over the Iasi two 
dfxades. 1liis knowledge has been inicgrated thruugii tech¬ 
nical tie*ups with intemalionaJ brand leaders like 
Siemens. West Germany; RfL. U.S.A. and Trench Electric, 
(Canada. And through an inlrastructum thaT.s unique only 
to BPL: Seven integrated beturies. throe R & D groups, 
in-houee manufacture of critical cnmiiononts, a nation- 
wldn cnarkctiTig netwoik and an independent company 
exclusively employed for servicing. The lesuU? Products 
dial are belter suited for local (xmHiKonA. And u»er needs. 

Yes. Satisfying user needs is. ultimately, the only 
objective BPL has. 


In pursuit of perfection 


CompuiHfs • Communication • Components 

Instnintentiirivn llmhstriaf. Medirat A Mrytsuwment) e Office Automatioa • Consumer Ehtironics 
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DATELINE/ MJ-AfeBor 


Bhopul: Pvopk* hat-k iti | 

now^ (jintv unable to coni|)K>h«*itd 
eKdcilv wh\ rhi'V had l>et>n i lai^on foi [ 
a ira^edv (il Old 'fcsiaiTii’Cii pioiMi I 
lions. ‘Ni^hlnniK* (an unpUMNani 
drcfum a duMm ai o*m|Mt>kvd l>s 
pri'ssjif ur> (lii' l>UMsl jiuI a Irclinu 
of powf»losnevv n> •<! vpiuk ' 

putsorufied as an tnwibus >.t «rvil 
spirit; a h<»iijfviiiK e>|Hnt iKc vns 
the dieUiaiaiyi has as<]UiK'd a lu w » 
dimension in Hiuipal The tiis| lu 
dKalioii that soniitliiiii: \vas hmkim 

came wiili ilir sournl «d iauf!hin»: 
QliickK' 'he tsoKiied s|>ells o| «,h<iktii^ * 
iifcamr a uciirral hetllam. and sod . 
denlv iKiiple leaKsed rhat ilivu was i 

sonK'i hinrt hail ih]( anu nuiid* roiK m 
th< an Deaih sev ped in vntii and • 
esil I hnse wiar canid fM.ap«'d : 
I liose vvh(« uiuicl lint, died Peihaps ' 

tills IS Kiillv lam ifi« kMiihj ant 

end* iioi iviili a ?».oik. bm a nliiinpi i 

Hk I'liinii l.nl'idi Tamos im ai ' 
th( lailnav Maijoi. i«>oks ^nij u,%\ 
innoceiif, its loiss i»l si {md. tii»i 
Minit a pi 11 isi< a,ip\' nr i}a iia PtiiMial 
laildiy <li su;ii *Hn Uiiu* hom 
rthnh 'h<' fias 1 .ak»'il ha* .• 

hit nf a IMIIMM .iM«.iiM<»n Pol II IS I 
SYi'iMi|< (*l coillse to hi.lint lie inrial ^ 
Hii'iTao l>eirn;s sselv a> lanll ih.il ^ 
mplit. and n o iln v vsiia Tinist Ih | 
r*iadi> anscvtulih’ I In* i an usnt 
ov'n uhiili thut niiin..ei tiiuii 
Sm^li :ii Piurte Miiii.iii K.n s Can* 
din cittiiinl he pailis.io thi. is hernnd 
C^MlMre‘'^ and 0|i|t<r<iiinr( p ila It s tins ' 
IS u national li;t;;eiK vshul ne a\ a 
nation, must leaiii h<oii HIui|mI can ' 
hiipprii agiiiii. and in mons iilies | 

Il IS f.ist in.ilini* ih«iT the pt*'>ple ' 
have Mjidei'MiiHl this lUdtll Khlei* 
tjiiiii llieii hsidi'is It is the |mimi ViIio 
111 St lost diecc ih'e* and llten small 
tscallli III du foiiit «n cnilk oi 
piodutni'.! ainntaK. ii is the middh 
class who pan It kid on ihe das the 
MK' was Ih'Iou diluted, jiul miUI oh 
tlieir L'.nld ai K* ”()h a fi>/a Ixlore 
vscapinR In a cu> vsiiUi.'u a f iiion ; 
C arbide latitex Bin »h* v ihd iioi 
blatne the luhac; paity h/i '\i .a o*<d 
hclalleii thwin. Bhopal, stil) si>;\vring 
fmii) rhe sbotk in late iietemlHo. 

went to ihe ptilK onlv on ..ns 2 H 

T)ie B.IB. sin.isilt'd evetvnherr else 
\u Madhva Vtadesh. cited 'o s.dvdge 
Homeiliioi; m Bhopal and cam 
paiKiteii nn (he allefind iieL'lmente o( I 
fhe Mace fiovernmem tlrnesome 
potiTcis (hand svith Inni^ nailed fiiv 
Keis dnppHiy. wtih blond el o/j can i 
Mill hs' seen on the crtv walls i short I 
inx rhe riii/ens lo leach rlu ( oiipres 
<iii a lesson Wiihout iiiakioK aiiv 
fuss, the people voted t‘a die Om , 
^ivshili. and in nst>v\helming: nnm . 


Ik'Is Bui it wunld bv criminal 
Ki nse on the pari of Mr Arjun Sin^h 
Il he CiKik that vicior> as an excuse 
loi eiimplacs iivv The pi'oplc weie 
nitht in letliiiA that the Cungressin 
did nor d.'liheiaiely engineer thi!» 
iiatteclv. bill rhev are hardly going lu 
I undone ans kind uf a enser up. Nur 
will at 1IVI sis like Anand Sadgupal uf 
Kishore Bhaiii. whose social work 
make • one pioud. allow any cover up 
In lake p'.icc Deaih b.v gas has 
iH'come an uufurgeitable chapter irt 
I hi liistors nl Hliopal ; manv genera- 
rums will W (old of (he nighi when 
the tvoild became a deathIv blur of 
while And niuihers o1 indav and 
lonioi low will wuni lo know who sene 
ilnidieri lo ihnr ilealh on l>e(*eni 
Ui IhM 

H .is anvimc' seen an Assembly 
lU^iiori hiding aiivw’heie? We 
know 11 Is old there some where, and 
siiiipK can’t iiiidi rsiand whvil wniTr 
sh»»w Its lace I is presence has lK*en 
loi mails aiiiionriced. and i1 i» Ixiund | 
hs law In Ik* visible on Z and *> March. 
SMiai then is ilie coyness oil abnul? 

litl Ihe moment nf wntmi:. (here 
was hardlv a sign that wirhm a mai¬ 
ler of days len goi ernmenis w<iuld be > 
elected all over ihe totmirv ’Ihai is 
no small are>• ’1 he number o| people 
voiiug t-svii ill this seiiiuiijl eleciion 
Is mnre than ihai which voted in the 
American pn*sidenlial pc'H- Ihe task 
Iw'lnre (he pdideal leaders was sire- 
able Il seemed, however, that eveiv- ' 
one was exloiusied afiei the mam* 
moih eflori Ml (he general elections 
Ihe opposiiKin did noc have muih liy 
way of ic'stmrces even in the more 
im}>or*aiii I mind; I his time* Il was the 


I 

Death by gas has 
become an 

. unfori^ettable chapter 
i in the history of 

Bhopal; many 
generations will be 
told of the night when 
the world became a 
deathly blur of white, 
i And mothers of today 
and tomorrow will 
want to know who sent 
children to their death 
on 3 December 1984. 



petty cash box winch was licmg 
umpned in an effort ro find ih^ buTc i 
peirol money Wilh the lialaiicc at I 
money power tilled sc; heavilv ;n 
favour of (he Congrcssdj. i{ is ilmihi 
fill if Mr Rajiv Gandhi's gvitcrosnv is 
going to extend so far as lo miroduco 
o few more electoral rc-lotms and { 
provide srau* funding f»i elcciion | 
campaigns, as for iiisiarice happens 
in the Umced Stales. Ihe mflin it | 
source of ihe opposition ir 11184 was 
simply Thai ihey were in opposiium 
10 Mrs bidiia Candhl Thai, as we 
have seen, did not carry them very 
far in December. How far iviil opposi 
tiud tu a new and confidcni Kajiv 
Gandhi take ihem> One gets the 
feeling ihat the npposiuun has given 
up already, apart from ihv i harii-iiia 
til Kamakrishna Hegdv m Kariiata* 
kd. (he dogged Bharad Bawai m 
Maharashiia and ihe brave Bijci Bai 

naik III Oiissd 

Certainlv ihvBhaialivaJ.maia (Mr- 
ly. allegedly The sole up|K)sition par¬ 
ly m Madhya Prude-sh, did not look 
like an urgamsation marihing vigor* 
ounly towards vicmry Truth m leJl. it 
did not look like any kmd of party at 
all. The main jrguuicni in C’ongics. 
s(ll circles, us far as the results w>rre 
coiicernedi was whether the ruling 
paity would win 300 scats or tnort. 
(There are .32(1 scats m the MB 
Assembly. I , 

The mam opposition patty i" 
Madhva I'radesh, mcidenialJv/i*< run 
iht BJP but the Congri*ss<D To put il 
more iilearly ^nc siM.iion of the 
rilling party rules, the- other seciuni 
opposes. With Ihe party nominations j 
a clear victoiy Cur cliJel minister 
Arjun bingl), the real intere.st in 
Bhopal lay in finding out to whut 
vxlcnt hjs A;hadj.<lad enerrm-s w<ail(i 
hurl I heir own party's Lamlidalc.s j 
Unlike m a parliameniarv poll, | 
where a < oust it ucncy is so large and j 
the issues v» cniical that dissenters 
gel submerged in une tide or the 
other, rebels have some hope of 
effective sabotage in an Assembly 
election. A switch of iwo or thri*e 
(housand votes can easily turn vic¬ 
tory inii) defeat If there is any hope 
for the B.IP. n is in such civil wars 
Bui that, at the end <il (he day, docs 
not amoum tu a great deal, 

it is nni apathy which gives the 
Assembly poll ihu aura of a non- 
elev.tiork, but merely the convictons 
that it IS nu( much r>l a contest. Most 
of the i*)po>ition leadeis know too 
(hat thi-ir next real chance will come 
only when they are five years older: 
in other words, when Morarji IH-sai is 
B3. Charan Singh is K7 and .Ijgjivati ; 
Ram IS 81. i 



stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 



Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 


Regular brushing with Colgata 
gives youf family ciean. Iraah braath,strong hsaiiny isoth 
That's the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 


This IS flow Colgate’s trusted formula 
works lor you every time you brush: 


Bacteria grow m food partides 
(rapped between teeth, causirtg 
bad breath and tooth decay. 

Colgate’s unique active foam 
reaches deep to remove 
odOur‘Causir>g food panicles 
and decay'Causing baclena. 

Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives you clean, tresh breath 
and strong, heaithy teeth. 


Make sure your family brushes with 
Colgale after every meal. 

Stop bad breath, fight tooth decay 
Give them (he Colgate Ring of Confidsnce 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Sinoh 


Neither Heaven 
Nor Hell 


ankind continues to cherish the 
illusion of divine justice; if not 
in life on earth, then in life hereafter. 
I who dn not believe in life hereafter, 
continue to be obsessed with rhe pre* 
valence of injustice in the world. J 
would like to ask believers in after¬ 
life: ''Where is Bhindranwale now? 
Roasting in the fires of hell as his 
detractors hope, or seated beside the 
throne of the Lord as hisfollowen 
believe? Where are the thousands of 
innocents who were massacred in the 
anti'Sikh riots in northern India or 
perished in the embrace of poison 
gas In Bhopal? What about the Kivinp 
who perpetrated these crimes? It U 
evident that none of them will be 
punished on earth; on the contra^ 
all of them are free, many still in 
possession of loot and some holding 
positions of importance. Will (hey 
meet their desserts only after de¬ 
mise? 

Even (he Hindu family of religions 
(jainism. Buddhism and Sikhismi 
which do nor subscribe to notions of 
heaven or hell as places of reward 
and punishment hut in sam»kara. the 
unending cycle of birth, death and 
rebirth, have succumbed to the no 
lions of swarega and narak. Although 
theologically (hey stick in the idea of 
mokslia as release from the process 
of being horn, dying and being re¬ 
born, in fact that paar (life's 
boat reaching the opposite shore) la 
regarded as attaining vaikuntfK^pa- 
radise where their souls mingle with 
God. 

To get out of the dilemma of in jus 
tice perpetrated by a God assumed to 
be just, men of religion induJgc in 
convoluted logic. Mother Teresa ex¬ 
plains the famine in Ethiopia as an 
opportunity to give in charity "till it 
hurts,” If she is right, God makes 
Ethiopian children die of hunget so 
that the living feel the hurt caused 
by parting with money for charity. 
Ibis makes no sense to me. 

Christian.^ are bothered by the 
idea of everlasting damnation. Sure¬ 
ly even the vilest sinner should be 
given a chance rn at one fur his 
misdeeds and gain forgiveness! “Yes 
indeed!” they answer. "For (he 
small-time sinner there is the purga¬ 
tory wheie he is purged of his evil 
ile^s and made wholesome enough 
to enter paradise.” One of the joys 
that the righteous are promised in 
•fttr-lift is a frae seat to watch 
ainners being tormei\ted. Thai 



Gossip 

sweet and sour 


KHUSHWANT SINGH 


apparently is (he justificaiion fui 
public floggings, tortures and execu¬ 
tions which are regarded by many as 
good eetterteinmem ChrisrUns di¬ 
vide sins into two c«(egones; those 
that can earn forgiveness and those 
that Ciitail endless punishment. The 
Bible says: "When the wicked man 
dieth, hi$ expectations shall perl^h 
and the hope of the unjust man 
perisheth.” iBook vf Pmri'rtHi To 
this statement the venerable Bede 
added, "When the righteous man 
dies, his hoj^ do not ^rish.” 

So (here is a place in after-life 
which is neither heaven nor hell You 
are In limbo as if in a railway staiion 
waiting room awaiting (he arrival of 
the ri^i (rain. The pure board ihv 
air-conditioned Rajdhani for para¬ 
dise; the unpardonable are herded in 
the cattle truck train buund for eter¬ 
nal damnation. A third train, a slow 
passenger, stops at every station 
where minor sinners are purge<i uf 
their minor sms and ultimately also 
arrive at paradise. 

Islam also has the notion of a 
middle place, the pa/s^rsp.r It is a 
kind of bridge of doubt over which 
you have to pass before you reach 
yuur ultimate destination. I have 
always regarded this bridge as a 
perii^ of uncertainly between dec¬ 
laration of love and response from 
tbe beloved. To wit the famous Pun- 
iabi Sufi poet, Jnayat Qadh: 

Ahfee pauh Pnm dre 

Fulsantty dera: 

Haaji makkay haj karan 

Main MukA dekhaan ten. 


At f/iayat Qadru 
Hath pakre&ii mem 
iThe first siep-nf luvc 1 make my 
home nn I'uhnraoi. Men of faith 
make pilgrimage to Mecca. I keep 
looking at your face. 0 Jnayai Qadri 
Hold my hand and help me across!) 

As far I am concerned, I believe 
(hat a clear coosciericv makus life on 
earth u paradise und a guilty one 
makes it hell. My auihurirv for saying 
so IS my philusopher-gjide. Allama 
Iqbal: 

4rria/ Say /.iiiOagi bunivf hai, 
Jaiwat hJivt Jahamium hfitv. 

Yeh khiiAkt hj$. apnec fit rat mein 
Nd nwnee hm iin nmin luu 
(Ts how we act that makes our 
lives. We can make ii heaven, we can 
make it hdlw In rhe clay uf which we 
are mude^NvHhvr light nor the dark¬ 
ness of evil dwell.! 

Swastika 

r he Kipling journa,' published by 
the Kipling Society of which 1 am 
a member has a letter from the 
owner of a hook store dealing in rare 
liooks about the .^wnstrka symbol on 
the earliest editions of Rudyard Ki¬ 
pling's works. He complains that cus¬ 
tomers object to it as Kan emblem 
rill he explains to thorn it i$ 
"GarieshaS symbol" and that Kipling 
had dropped it after Hitler look it on. 

There are many misconceptions 
alioui ihe.^waxrka, the most popular 
l>eing that ii is exclusively Aryan. 
Nothing of the son. It has been found 
in China, Egypt, Greece, Rome,Scan¬ 
dinavia, Mexico and Peru. However, 
while in other civilisations it went 
into oblivion, it is pre.served by the 
Hindu to this day. The word is used 
extensively in Hindu niual fullowing 
the sacred inv(>caiion,Om. It is made 
up of three syllables. 5>v« meaning 
"well", asti meaning "is” and Ka 
which IS its noun ending. Put 
together iswaytjka means '*ii is wall.” 
Hence its use on auspicious occa¬ 
sions. That also explains why the 
yogic posture for meditation is called 
(he Svastikuasana or (he good luck 
pose. 

The arms of the Hindu Swastika 
are in the opposite direction of those 
of the Nasi^hhough the Nazi shape 
can also be seen in Hindu temples 
and homes. 

1 was curious to know why Kipling 
regarde:l -t as tbe Canesha symbol 
He was barn in Bombay. It is during 
the Canpati festival during the mon¬ 
soon (hat you see more Swastikas 
than at other tines as Maharashtrian 
women draw it on floors uf their 
houses and worship it. 
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Your savings with Peerless are just as secure 


Because Peerless doesn't take 
any chances with your hard' 
earned moMy. 

When you save through 
Peerless, all your (noney is put in 
Government custody in the form 
of fixed deposits with nationalised 
Banks and other Government 
secumies. This money cannot 
be withdrawn except to pay 
certifKaie'hokkrs and that too 
after obuining pnor pemussion 
from the auihoniies concerried. 
This (s total security ol the kind 
that makes Peerless so different 
from any other non-banking 
company Because no 


other con^iany </ihtf type can 

aaum their invoion o( this type 
(tffoo^attof 100% security. 

Where Ika the secret of (he 
phenomenal success that is 

Peerless? Unquestionably, in the 
unique Social Welfare Sdiemes 
introduced in l9Sd Based on 
sdemific actuarial principles, (hse 
savings schemes aimed at 
mobilising savings among mes 
of small means; to give them new 
hope for the future. Reached 
ihoMighout the land to even 
the most remote village by a team 
of dedicated worken. the Schemes 
were welcomed by all. gaining 


popularity year upon year. 

Today, one out of every Hfty 
Indians is a Peerk&s ccrtiTKaie* 
bolder. Proof of people's 
complete uvat in India's largest 
noB^bankmg savings Company. 

latemaaM h Giwrrinifiii 
^wdy orse Us gores. _ 

The Pscriess 
^ General Finance & 
Investment Co. Ud. 

Pceilm Bhsvsn 3 Esplsns^ Eeii 
Cik'uua 'too 069 

lada's hriesi MohiakifiiMvipas Cocnpaiijr 






EXCLUSIVE/Kuu>iP Nayar 



Some chief 
ministers are 
increasingly 
setting the 
collector and the 
SP against each 
other...Ministers 
pick up one or 
the ether to show 
lavour and this 
has played havoc 
wlU the 
administration. 


•AMv III w.c*) im 


Collectors’ Authority 
Has Eroded 

O nce when JjwuharUI Nehni vrenc nil . ^ • 

d tuur of 9 district *(»wn in a si die. he 
wd's exdsperdied to find (hr uiMet* 
tor, the supefinirndent of imiIko. 


O nce when JjwuharUI Nehni vrent nn 
d tuur of 9 district *(»wn in a si die. he 
wd's eidsperaied to find (hr coMet* 
tor, the supefinirndent of jmiIko. 
the district engineer, ihr civil si»ree<*n and 
many other officers and politicians had 
Kathvred to receive him. On his return to 
New Delhi he wrote i<> (hr siate chief 
ministers to issue insiruciions to the collei* 
fur (called deputy commissioners in some 
states) nui (u disturb their work to ailend tri 
VIPs. His leiier said "The cnjlectm hds ut 
perform certain duties in a year. He 
arrani^es his programme with an evu i»ii his 
inspeciinns, arrant!emenis for appeals, de* 
vciopment works, on the spot discussions 
and so i*n To expeCi him to caM off these 
arrenKements fur the sake of luvt uiicndmi; 
some occasions whs*rc his presence is mil 
essential is unfair to him and unjiisr to ihe 
.KimmisirjtMiiv Oner »i luuitramme uf ihe 
collrcor IS out, iMii only sh^mld he uphold it. 
but vverviKMJv should help :n duiiiK so. 
unless there are special leasons to the 
conlurv. The harm dune in (lie loJIecloi 
nujtleciine normal work is incakulablr.” 

The reactinn of Ru|iv (Gandhi, hke his 
molher's. has 1>e«n ihai .d taut acceptance 
even durinc ihc election tours, the (<dleri<irs 
have been present wherever he hasKtme. lie 
has loJd lioth minisiers and off tiers 1 <i sol 
their fors'iKH luiirs .iiid to lie puiiitu.il Imk he 
has said loHhine. for endinple, auanisl the 
practice ot the collecioi reieivinft and 
seenip uff a Jipnitarv. At present il the 
collector is l>u<v in his wurk and does not 
show up. the t iMtinft ininistr*r or even MLA 
holds this aa.i(ns( him. There are examples 
when olficers have lieen iiunished for (lie 
"lapse." 

Raiiv's firsi (ask shvuld have lieen ro runu 
up district uuminisiraiioii liecause irKTfi- 
cienev. corru|i 1 ioM and haravsmeiit are ram- 
pun i there The first note that Lul Bohadur 
Sbustri wrote as Krime Minister wa^ aboui 
dt'.trici administration. He realised how im- 
portam it was tn have development in the 
districts and how apathetic the local admi¬ 
nistrators were becoming There was a flick¬ 
er of interest in remedial measures. hui 
Shastri died within 20 months of assuming 
office and after him the exercise gni buried 
under more* notes and directives. 

The entire effort directed irnearde cleanli¬ 
ness (hat Rajiv is making, should start in the 
district. The machinery must work there to 
ensure (hat a doctor is in his dispensaiy and 
does not sell medicine^ elsewhere from the 
limned stock he gets from the headquarters; 
a teacher is in his school and does not 
disappear on a part-time job; a gram .seherk 
I village'level w^eri helps i:i ihe field and 
does not extract money or jnisappropriate 


im»si of the governmcni’s assistance. 

One reason for the present condition is the 
fact that the outhoriiy cif Ihe collector, once 
(he m(»vi feaied and respected in a district, 
has been so reduced dial even a petty police 
official can defy him with impunity. He 
held res|Minsible for a mishap, but has no say 
in the functiumng of ihe law and order 
macliinery, which is directly under rhe 
charge of the superintendent of pi>lice. 
There may be sumvihing in the criiicism that 
an Indian Administrative Service (IAS) man 
lb made the culieetor wiihln six to iseven 
years uf his joining the service, and is 
usually too immature for this post. And 
(here iv proltably tease fuf senior officers to 
go into the field to improve rho tone and 
tenor of odminisiration ai ihe graNsruots, 
But (he question is not that of ihe quality of 
(he officer or hib age. it is that of his 
duthofity: to have to function efficiently, he 
bhoulii have the power lo rake steps in (he 
(>e>i iiuriests of rhe administfaijun. 

Some chief ministers are increasingly set 
ting ih** colluciDr and rhe SR against each 
oilii-i so thiit control of ilieSosiitution rests 
wiih them. MmibterA pick up one or the 
oiher lo show tavoui und ilus has played 
haviK' with ihe admnustration. Bui our poli¬ 
tical inastets aic primarily concerned with 
their own loieresis. In fact, the SH is usually 
lavouied bv ihcr piditiciiins for he can help 
(hc'in. ihv culieetor can only frei and fume 
over some ot the doings nf the SP and even if 
he wore lo complain about ihem in hi$ 
rvp<Hi>i lo I he chief sccrelaiv, ho knows lhal 
until I ng would he done. 

There cannot be Iwo pomic of power. An 
81* cannoi he incharge of all manors in the 
district because he iv a specialist, an expert 
in law and mder and related matters Only 
the colb'cior can lie familiar with all (he 
problems of disinct udmmKiration and take 
an (rverall view. Rui lie also coin|>etes with 
(he SP III currying favour. 

Perhaps the fight tor supremacy between 
the collector and (he SP has always been 
(here, birr the ctdiecior was considered lo be 
in overall charge In a few stales he still 
writes the confideriiol report tCK) of tba 
.SP. The Police An, which is yet to be 
amended, gives this right to the collector, ft 
IS assumed thal iti a district the buck stop* 
ped at the collecror's desk. But now his 
authoriiy is devalued. 

Wbat is impondiu is that the collector be 
given more undisputed authority. He is the 
channel through which all government poll. 
cjc*s and programmes are funnelled and 
their success or failure would depend on 
hovr they are implemented. And it is the 
collector who has tn implement them. 
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_P_uiposeless Revolt 

T li« special report on Jay9lalitha’s 
Hevfth (.W9 February *8S) made 
interesonfi reading. NokMdy in tbe 
AIADMK baring MCR has a mass 
base. In all probability, Jayalalitha 
was stripped of her post on the 
advi<;e of MGR Or else why would 
Jayalalitho be absent from the recep< 
lion given to MGR on his arrival from 
USA? 

K. ^rjnivasan, Madras 

a Sunday gave undue importance to 
Jayalalitha. It is preposterous to 
claim that she has the backing of 60 
AIADMK MLAs. All she has is the 
support uf a few disgruntled ele¬ 
ments in the party. JayaUlitba's 
statements rn the piess ^uestjoning 
the mental condition of MGR has 
alienated her from the people of 
Tamil Nadu. Jayalalitha is now a 
speni force and her future in 
AIADMK is bleak. 
t', K. H ijnarayaitHn, Madras 

• AniCd Praiap was correct when she 
suid that if the impression that 
Jayalalitha has turned against MGR 
gains srrengthv her mass base will 
crumble. Her utterances have proved 
to be her undoing. The people of 
Tamil Nadu have turned against her 
and this was evident the day MGR 
returned; Jayalalitha was nowhere tc 
lie seen. 

Appu. Madras 

• The ruling 'coterie* in Tamil Nadu 
tried to take revenge on Jayalalitha 
on the assumption that MGR would 
not survive. But by god’s grace, he 
survived and now the group has been 
pushed to a cuiner 
N. .S'underereya/i, Madras 

e The vitriolic attacks on Jayalalitha 
by the honutyable minister. Kali- 
muthu. amused me. The minister, 
who claims to be a doctorate, does 
not even know the basic eticjuettes of 
civilised life: throughout the inter¬ 
view he refers to Jayalalitha as "it.” 
B. Uthamanarayarjan. Erode (TNf 


Picture Power 


P hotographs can be more telling 
than the primed word. Sunil Dui- 
ta's phutofeature on ih« Gangasegar 
pile r imago ^uesr of Salvatioa, 27 

Jamiary--2 February *65) was a wel¬ 
come departure from long boring 
narrations. I hope Sunday will make 
such features a regular issue. There 
are many incidents taking place 
aruund us. 

Shyamal Cupta. Burdwan 




SUNDUY 



Inaj^curaoles 


I t is not true that Rajiv Gandhi was 
born in Allahabad in 1944 as stated 
by Tariq Ali in the extracts from bis 
book, The Sahrus and the Gandhis; 
An Indian Dynasty (The Sathn‘$ 
Grandchildren, 27 January—2 
February *89). Our Prime Minister 
was born in Bombay. ! 

K. J. Joseph, 5hff/ong 

e Sanjay Gandhi married Menaka in 
1974 and not in 197S as claimed by 
Tariq Ali. By the time the Emergency 
was imposed, Sanjay was a married 
man. Moreover, after going through 
the ponions about Rajiv Gandhi. 1 
was still ignorant about the educa¬ 
tional qualificanons of our Prime 
Minister. 1 do not know why the 
author ignored this aspect 
AsAoic Narayan. Neh Delhi 


The Great Betrayal _ 

e The Nu.ssjan.c are Here has convin- 


T he investigative cover siorv. 

Bureauvrji, Ihphmat. Industrial> 
Ht. .Vpv<J—9 February *85j read like 
a crime tbrillei. It is no use blaming 
foreign gnvemmentv for meddling m 
the affairs of our country There are 
Indians who art far mure harmful io 
the nation than the foreign hand. As 
rightly pointed out by Shubhabrata 
Bhattachaeva. moneyi^gs wield im¬ 
mense p^iwer m Delhi. Things have 
come CO such a pass that in India 
irnlay one could buy anything with 
nion«*v. 

Nirjhar Das dupta, CakuttJ 

e The government should take im¬ 
mediate steps to root out corruption 
from the bureaucracy. 

Hudra Dutta SatapaUii. Hourkela 

e The assassination of Indira Gandhi 
and the spy scandal baa laid bare the 
cracks in our intelligence sel-up. I 
was aJ armed co learn that the spy 
ring operated for the last 2S years. 
Coomar Narain's disloyalty will sure¬ 
ly go down in history os one of tbe 
worst betrayals. 

Sangram Mishm. Cuttack 

e The entire intelligence organisa¬ 
tion should be reconstituted in the 
wake of the spy scandal. 

Rajesb Hahay. HeranbagA 

e J was shocked at the degradation uf 
moral and ethical values in public 
and political life. Corruption at the 
highest level is destroying our coun¬ 
try. The spy scandal should serve as 
an eye-opener to ell concerned. 

M H. Rama, Bhubaneswar 


ctngly exp^d the activities of The 
KGB in India. Saumitra Ba, erjee and 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya hava 
rightly pointed out that the Russians 
exploit the communist parties in In¬ 
dia to achieve their objective. We 
only blame the CIA but the KGB is 
also a serious threat to India’s secur¬ 
ity. We should not be deceived by 
their firandship. When it comes to 
the question of the nation's security, 
we should treat all foreigners alike. 
M. G. AfansAarmani, Delhi 

a Certain vested interests are creat¬ 
ing the impression that the CIA is the 
real threat to India’s security and 
that the Russian.s are our friends. 
The confessions of Coomar Narain 
has exploded this myth, ll is tine we 
realised the real intensions of the 
Russians. 

J. 5, Farhania, New Delhi 

• I was ashamed at the great bet¬ 
rayal of my j'ellow citiaens. Those 
who were supposed to protect the 
country turned out to he traitors. 1 
would advjse tbe strictest punish¬ 
ment for the traitors. 

Ramaehandr^ Tripathy, Madras 

• SuNDAV has rightly observed that 
the rupee trade arrangement has 
helped the KGB to operate in India. 
The government has given preferen¬ 
tial treatment to the USSR which has 
been utilised by the KGB to divert 
funds for espionage activities. 

Tilak Raj Kapoor, New Delhi 
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Sporting S piri t 

M J. Akbar’s wnte*up on the mn 
ter in Calcutu was a ilelightfuJ 
diversion from his rejiulHr of 
.lackneyed politics (Dai&ltne^ 
February The dniitipaiion of 
the colourful winter is what keeps 
Calcuttans through Ihe sultry 

summer and damp munsuon. 
Pedmakar Vyas. Huwruh 

• Like a true spnrtHman, Mr Akhar 
has apologised tu his readers for his 
predictions regarding ilie fate of the 
hlmatars in the Lok Sohha polls. Like 
him all journalisis should have the 
courage to admit defeat. 

CM. Njrigojt, I'elburga rKatn.itaka) 

a MJ. Akbar has currecilv pomied 
out chat “strong doses oi courage and 
ideology" arc needed for ihe survival 
of (he Janata Varrv (/)ate/jiie. 6»1$ 
January 'b^r.li is o matter of great 
regret that the oppusitiun leuriii riu 
thing from pest mistakes. Why hlumv 
the Cungrvss(l) fur esiuhlishing 
dynastic rule? The people did give 
the opposition u ch.ince to rule in 
1977. But did the leaders honour ihe 
paople*s verdict? All the opposition 
leaders were busy furthering their 
personal ambitions. The author has 
also rightly praised Rajiv Cdndh» fur 
appointing ministers with rcloiively 
clean images. 

Pm ram Hans Singh. Annk 


Noble Ambition 


T he efforts of STK to launch a 
poliitcat puny ai Ihe national 
level IS certainly laudable {The 
Ambitt*n>i of NTft, 27 January—2 
February After ihe l^ik Sabha 
elections tne opposition is thorough 
Iv dvmui elixed and l>adiy in need of a 
luade*' who can invigorate them. 
N I'K. [ am sure, will gradually 
emerge as a powerful op|iosjtian 
leadei. liow«*ver. it would he wrong 
lo ci>mp.<re NTR with JP. 

Bii.rva N.iifi, /Citktrt^!um{i fOrtssa) 

• f was delighted lo hear (hat NTR 
ha<> decided lu vstend his visions 
iK’Vond Andhra 1*radesh. The Telugu 
L>esam. being a roKional party, can 
never cuter to the aspirations .of all 
Ihe (leuple of India N T. Kama Rao's 
decisiim to launch the Bharat IH’sam 
was timely as ihu country i% in need 
(»f an united opposition NTR's pnpu* 
larriv will cerrainlv attract a lot of 
people towards him 
fhperiifru AJhikery, Ohtibn 

: e The Telugu l)t‘sam is ihcniilv party 
that can provide sinne kind of resist* 
uiice to the CongresstJi After Ihe 
defeat of most of ihi* <»piK»sltion 
leaders. NTR has emerged as the vdo 
hopt' of the >»pposiiion. f am ^ure the 
Bharat Desarn will help in unifying 
the opposition. 

hiuryum R.'van. Smgrauk fkfPj 



N.1. Hama Kaitr ihansmalir 


e In an age when must politicHl lead* 
erv are hungry for power and money, 
NTR’s statement: Po/it/is ix Not /bi 
Pou'er, ft Is for Service, cume as a 
relief to many like me. The BlKiral 
l)csam will certainly fulfil the tispira* 
nuns of the common man. 

P RdiMiak. Hytiefohad 


Akalis; To Ban or Not to Ban? 


S hubhabrata Bhattacharya's state* 
mcni in his article. .Skoufd (hti 
Aka/i< /fe Butined^ |2(^2b January 
'8Si. (hdt (he Presidenc gave undue 
importance (o the Sikh high priests 
by seeking forgiveness only shows 
the little knowledge (he author has 
about the discipline prevalent in the 
5ikh community. The congregation 
at the funeral of the President's 
son*in-law was very thirj solely bo* 
cause Gianiji was declarvd a r.'ink* 
haiya by the priests. This depressed 
(he president and he soun realised 
the consequences of the punishment. 
There was no alternaiive but to seek 
forgiveness. Such strict discipline 
has always helped the Sikh*: to pre¬ 
serve rheir unity and identity 
Moreover, it would be wrong lu 
identify the Sikhs with (he Akalis. 
There are very few Sikhs who have 
anything to do with the Akalix The 
Akali Dal is a political party which 
does not even enjoy the support of 
the majority of the Sikhs in Punjab. 
Jt was the Akali Dal and the Congrea- 
$(l) that created Bhindranwale. 

Tej Sitmh Lekhmna, Jamshedpur 


• Banning polilical paitiev like (he 
Akali PaU though a very revolution 
ary id* a. Hill not solve problems like 
the growing mihrancv of ihc Sikhs. 
.Such a liold step should have lieen 
taken much earlier and now any such 
promulgation will he labelled as an 
act of supressiun. Ilianks to Spnixw 
for ihe pnnnking cover story. 

Ajjy Pjnt, Moradahad 

a J'he cover siory pie»enied a dis¬ 
torted and biased picture of ihe aimb 
and ubj«?c(ives uf the Akali Dal Nev* 
er did the Dal raise demands for 
Khalisian. It was (he Congrecsilj 
which wanted to reap poliiivai hun 
vest out of such slander. 

To a Sikh, religioti is supreme. Ho 
there is norhing unusUhl abiiut a 
President being declaied a rank- 
haiya. Instead of following the path 
of confrontaiioR. the central govern¬ 
ment should amicably solve the prob* 
lems of the Sikhs, It would be a 
mistake to use force in suprvss reli¬ 
gion. The Sikhs are a hrave race and 
they will rraist all such attempts. 

T. V.5. Shanry. Waranga/ tAFi 


e The Akali l>al sliould give up its 
oh^iinaie stand thin the government 
should first release all Akali lendeiH 
under detension b«<foic beginning 
negotiations. Enough harm bus been 
done lo the counliv and now the 
Akalis should cooperate with the 
new governnIf ni to .solve the Punjab 
tangle. 

JV. Ef/attgo, Trrune/vel/i 

• Tirthankar Ghodi's repori on ihe 
incident ai Maioya fThe 'Afartyr' of 
Mafova) in which a handful of irres¬ 
ponsible people glorified (he act of 
Scant Singh disiurlicd me. While 
condemning such behaviour. 1 would 
appeal to Sundav not to publisize 
such happenings as it will lead to 
bloodsh^ once again. 

M AfehiJeshwsr, Bombay 

a J wa« surprised that (he prefix 
*jnariyi' s being used by some peo* 
pie before the name of Beam Singh. 
A killer has been placed on the same 
platform as that of other Sikh mar* 
tyrs like Guru Govind Singh and 
Arjun Singh. 

5a tya bra fa Pa t ta nay a k. Mark on a 
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REKHA: TWO SCREEN DECADES, 1965—1985 
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# « B t would be so good if serious 
I fitmmekers like Satyajit 
■ Ray wouid start makinn 
H films with Rekha, Kor then 
only can Rekha's vast innate talents 
and capabilities be fully exploited." 
Ctiminfi from as experienced a direc¬ 
tor as llrishikefth Mukherjee. this 
CMuld not have l>een yet another 
sweepinft staiemenr made by a lun 
rathc'i then a serious frJmmaker. He 
has worked with ihe actress long 
uiiough to know her inherent pitssibi- 
lilies. He adds; "Kekha is the unlv 
perfect siciiess in the Him industry 
t<iduv. Hespite the presence of such 
talented actresses as Shahana and 
Smitu who «iie suitable only for ccr- 
lain kinds nt roles. Rekha stands out 
as someone who can take on any role. 
Besides. Shalmna and Smlta do not 
have the re<(uired glamour Rekha. 
on the other hand, has biith undis 
piired liliimour and tremendous la 
lent. If ever I can make a film 
uniHvIv of my choice, I will prove 
this, And make the film I will even 
though It may be my lust work" 
Some compliment thi». 

; Hindi films happened to Rekha ' 
.iJmosi rwo detadcs ago. And ever | 
since slu has created ami shat lei ed 
munv a myth^ltitih .dxaii the indiis. 
iry iirid iihoiii herscli. The enigniH 
she has woven aisiund heiself has 
made her critics throw up ihs*ir 
hands in helplessness. Rekhu i% a 
riddle many want to solve but few 
can. It is difhculi to uncover the real 
perjion under so manv shrouds and 
; images In find ihe diffurent and real 
Rekha umKHt all ihe epithets that 
comprise her repuiation 

Her film career began in 196S. two 
decade.; ago. Rekha has travelled a 
long way from the early days when 
she Wds known for her iwiulance. 
irresponsibility and self centradness. 
The maturity is a mix of public 
success and personal disappoint¬ 
ments. She has won and lost; there is 
now the objectivity to look at the 
I world's praises with an older eye 
I 1odav. even on winning the national 
award of utmost sigiuficam c. she 
says: 'i don't deserve the award. It at 
all this award for besi actress should 
have gone to anyone it H Jennifer 
Kapoor for her performance in 36 
Chowriiighee Lane.* Ten years ago 
(his modesty from Rekha vruuld have 
been unimaginable. Kuc this phe¬ 
nomenal imnsformation in the star's 
personality has not taken place oven 
night. 

Rekha’s childhood was far from a 
dream. The daughter of Tamil screen 
stipei stars. Ueouni Ganei>an and 
Riishpavalli, Rekha witnes.sed the 
hard tjuthi of life at a very early age. 

^ Rekha in TM* 


In her father, she saw the arrogant 
chauvinist man; in her mother, the 
helpless woman trying to maintain 
an equilibrium in domestic life 
I'inally. she saw her home broken 
when her parents sepaiaietl. 

Her teens found her whimsical, fat 
and a tomouy, detesting the thoughi 
of anything ihat did not please her. 
She protested againsi all that she 
was forced to do. It was at this stage, 
ill fact, ihat the trauma of a broken 
h.ime began to set in. unly to man¬ 
ifest Itself in various ways later in 
her life. Her petulance, then, was ni*t 
so much due to her hot temper, bui 
the culmination of a bitter past she 
had left behind. Today, however, 
(here is a difference in her atiitude: 
earlier she did not know how ui 
express her personal expenemes 
and feelings; now she is more com- 
IwMed about it. 

Rekha grew up to be a mother's 
daughter but wa$ (oially averse to 
any kind of compulsion. ''Nobody 
tried 10 explain the importance of 


things I ought to have done, with love 
and affection. If only they had.” 
Rekha regrets, “1 would have 
achieved so much more." ll was in 
this process of understanding others 
and rhe desire tu be understood that 
Rekha eventually had to succumb to 
her mother's designs for her—acting 
in films. Soon she landed ai the 
Mecca of Hindi films, Bombay. Little 
did she know then of the life that lay 
before her. Exposed to one bitter 
experience after another in ihe 'big 
bad world,' Rekha realised the truth 
of existence and discovered how ugly 
it was. 

When she arrived in Bumbiy, she 
was dark and fat and totally unfit for 
a film career. The search for a god¬ 
father was t<»ugh. cunxidering she 
had absolutely nothing to offer to the 
box-officc. ll was at this juncture of 
life (hat she came across Hhairujit 
and Kuljit Pal. who signed her on 
for Do Shikari, a film that was to be 
her first as a heroine, with ihe then 


busy s(ar. Biswapi, in the male lead. 
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But the going was not so euy. 
Realising Che gullibility and naivete 
of the girl (hey had found, the Pal 
brothers decided to take the fullest 
advantage. They put up a host of 
conditions before signing the con* 
tract, one of them being 'the kiss.' 
Rekha agreed and (heir purpose was 
achieved. For the first time in the 
history of talkies, this bold kiss was 
publicised us never before. News 
spread like wildfire in the industry 
and many a producer, eager to ex 
ploit the ‘new talent’ appeared on 
the scene. A dumb, plain teenager 
turned into the 'kiss girl’ overnight. 
Not only did the national dailies and 
magazines splash the news. Lift 
magazine too had something to say 
about the new star. 

This rook care of her first trans* 
formation. But the irony lios in what 
ensued: Do fihikiri was shelved end 
(he producers disappeared. It is with 
a lot of bitterness that Rekha remem* 
I bers (hem and the trap she had fallen 
into. Lapsing into a hour of intense 
I nostalgia she recalls. "I never had 
any ml see inceptions about myself. In 
fact, I used to go around asking 
people if I had any acting talent and 
could make it in films as a heroine. 
Believe me. 1 was wry sincere to 
people, but what did 1 get in return? I 
was frank and vulnerable, and peo* 

' pie pounced at even the slightest 
chance to misinterpret my doings 
and to malign me. It was (hen that I 
first realised how mean people could 
be." 

That was not all. Her eff*screen 
bindMS image had so overtaken the 
actress in her (hat whoever came (o 
sign her demanded that she indulge 
in cheap gimmickry under the guise 
uf acting. Her dreams were further 
shattered and she soon found herself 
sinking into a depression. Hope reap¬ 
peared with Mohan Sehgal who real* 
is«d Rekha'$ worth f«nd cast her in 
her first film 5aawan Bhadon oppo¬ 
site Navin Nischul. A box<iffice hit m 
more ways than one, the film cata 
puUed Rekha to higher horizons, 
(hough only with limited success. 
While on the one hand if had wide¬ 
ned the scope of her career, it had 
also narrowed the possibilities. She 
came to be known, at the most, as a 
successful B'grade Hindi film 
heroine, and perhaps a replacement 
for Mumtaz. Her name began to sell, 
but merely as e guod mass enter 
tainer. 

Nut unly for directors but for her 
audiences too. Rekha was no more 
than an actress whose talent lay 
confined unly to cheap and popular 
song-and-dance sequences. And with 
this came the reputation uf being 
whimsical, scatterbrain and cariiank* 
erous. Producers and directors 

te 


I thought twice before siting her, as 
• tales of Rekba'$*rm*Do(-m>tbe^siood* 
fur-shooting^ were rile. She suddenly 
disappeared from the sets lod some¬ 
times never even reported fa ihoor- 
ing despite promiaes. All this and 
more; she also acquired the reputa¬ 
tion of a desperate woman, ready to 
have affairs with any and every l^ro 
she worked with-^lght from Biswa* 
I jx through Navin NiKhol.Jeciendra, 
Vinod Mehra and Kiran Kumar. Her 
offscreen romances became the talk 
of the tinsel town, and star wives 
grew wary of the flirtatious Rekha. 

Starved for love through her child¬ 
hood, Rekha was emotionally inte* 
cure. Deprived of paternal love 
altogether, Rekha*s search of a man 
who would love her also carried the 
quest for a father's love. And as 
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Rekha relates: “Whai was I to do? At 
a tender age, when I should have 
been playing with dolls, 1 was bur¬ 
dened with a profession in which 1 
had no interest whatsoever." And 
whenever she got a chance to get 
away from the cumbersome world o( 
films, she ran back to the familiar 
world of juvenile tomfoolery. "Here 
(oo, no one ever tried to understand 
my predicament or to analyse why 1 
I was so. On the contrary, only vulgar 
stories about me were circulated." 

A rime came when she got so 
worked up by (he tales that vrere 
doing the rounds, that she lost what¬ 
ever little politeness she had left in 
her. She was a confirmed eccentric 
•and a moody actress as far as tbe 
industry was concerned. Wha( is in¬ 
teresting, however, is (bat despite all 
che damage the grupevine could do> 
Rekha's image as a mass entertainer 
was not affeaed in the least. 

And than it^ happened: an angry 
I young man walked into her life. He 
j was different from the others and 
{ took her seriously True to the serene 
' and strong image he exuded on (he 
screen, ha was the firsi man in 
Rekha's life who made her aware of 




wbat she really was. With lore and ' 
caring concern, be opened up a 
whole new vista of life in front of her. 
It was he who eventually trans¬ 
formed Rekha into what she is today. 

As for Rekha, she found the per¬ 
fect balance of a father and a lover in 
Anutabb Bachchan, who brought har 
search for emotional security to an 
end. With him, she explored the 
compessionate ride of life and mw 
maaolng to it. The metamorphosis 
was intense end soon Rekha saw It 
reflected in others' bbbaviour too. 
People who had hitherto scoffed at 
her began to respect her maturity. 
She was overjoyed at the change and 
realised the absolute necessity for It. 
She learnr to taka care of herself and 
rook her work more seriously, This 
marked the ^ginning of a new phase 
in Rekha’s life and career—the 
second phase. Says Rekha: "1 now 
feel (hat my enemies were all pyg¬ 
mies compared to my friend who is 
greatest for me * 

The change that first pervaded her 
personal life now began (o affect her 
work too. Her aspirations grew anew 
and she devoted herself ro her work 
to Achieve untouched heights. With 
Nvnsk Haraam. came a surge of new 
and different films for Rekha. 
through Afaap. Muqaddtr Kb Sikan- 
dar, Silsila and Khubscorat. 

Her clowning was gone in no time 
and the audiancas were surprised at 
(he new look she bad acquired so 
suddenly. Her application and de¬ 
dication became so exemplary that 
even art filmmakers began to vie for 
her. A new name was added to tbe 
already existing short list of brilliant 
actresses fit for serious acting— 
Rekha. With offbeat films like 
Kalyug and Umtao Jaan. came the 
offe^ for Jabbar Paters Musafir and 
Rekha felt the importance of being 
an actress, not just a filmstar. 

Today. Rekha is the Brigitte Bar- 
dot of India with her extraordinary 
good looks and brilliant histrionics. 
She is tbe fantasy of every man. 
Unlike other heroines, Rekha's per¬ 
sonality has gone from strength to 
strength over (be last two decades. In 
the twenty years that have passed by. 
she has achieved new dimensions, 
both as a person and as an actress. 

Yet she stands alone on the shores 
ofthe world of transient joys and 
soj rows, reminding one ot Rilke's 

linear 

She standi on the cathedfal’s vast 
ascent 

Simply stands there near the 
window-rose 

With the apple in the apple pose 
Even henceforth suHty/innocent' 

AkahayUaedhyajm 

TranaMed tiwn by Siismiia OuMs 
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^lAmaRare Q 
Person^ 


Rekha toiis Akshiiy Upcjdhyaya 
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a Don't you feel you heve \ 
hanged a ht of Ute? \ 

A: Yes, vf course, All human i 
i)cinf(& change with time. 

Q: Anii how do you feet ebour if.’ 

A I feel nice and moi^ than any* 
ihing dse, I feel the change >va9 
netessdfy. 

Q: Thv$i. can t*ne infer that rha; 

iVtfs dehlterate on your pan? 

A Oh no, 1101 at all These things 
just ha[i|>en, vou know. They cume 
about »Mh the various experiences 
vuu hiiw in life, with the different 
kinds of ptroplt* you come across and 
inudeots, whether good or bad. 

I iiHi underwent the change while 
the process was on. I never felt 
anything while it was happening and 
neichuT did I calculate the effect of 
(hose things on myseif. how can it 
he preplanned? The change came all 
of a sudden. 1 realised it much later 
and when I did, 1 felt good Initially, ' 
of coui se, when I first became aware 
of it. t w.is rather apprehensive about 
I hi* whole thing. I wondered what I 
was heading for and why it was 
huppenioA at all 
Q: Bui what was there ffir you to 
Hvirr V ufwior srru e tlir change wav not 
precofui nvd. hs you se/d? 

A' Let me pul it this way. 1 was 
more inrious than apprehensive to 
know why I had started reacting 
diCforcnily to things unci people. I 
was sure something wait happening 
to me tliui was inducing cue to be* 
have so differently. In fact, I used to 
<h> just the opposite uf what people 
expecied of me When they thought I 
would Uugh. I wouldn't and things 
Ickc that. Thai's when I first realised 
I was changing. Naturally 1 became 
«<iiiceined. But when J noticed it was 
.1 cluoge for the better, 1 was not 
onNious at all. 

Q Wluii mjtie you so sure that the 
iit.mtiv w.is .sr/merh/Mgfor rhr hetrer.’ 

A: You see. bv then I had seen 
4(uitc* «i bit f f the world, in the sense 
(bat 1 liad leaiot to judge people on 
mv own. I coolil see through them. 
During mv childhcKx!, my parents, 
rather parrni <1 never knew what a 
falluT wasi. mv mot her taught me To 
IcHik at the world. She told me (hat ii 
I would behave spontaneously with 
fieople, thev would respond jn the 
same wav So 1 learnt (u behave 
naluruilv and spontaneously. 1 used 
to be u simpleion, you know and 
helicvt'il fh;<t everyone I met was 
simple ond siraight just like me. 

Bui I vdv prcAted wrung when I 
catnc to Bombay. 1 realised that what 
I learnt thiough mv childhuod was iiU 
wioiig, ihai people were not all so 
simple as I thou^i them lo be. Now. 

1 am mature enough to know Iwiter 
than to lake people at iheir face 
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value. I have seen enough to con* 
elude that genuine people are rare. 

Q: You just said that you have 
matured Haven't you also bevtptne 
cleverer, and isn't this >vhv yeti can 
judge people better? 

A: Well, cleverness would mean 
narrowmindedness, meanness and a 
scheming nature perhaps, which 
not what I meant. When 1 sav ma¬ 
tured, I mean I have grown up and 
have leurnt to draw cunclusinns ah- 
out people on mv own. I do find, of 
L'oursi'. j mjjoritv of scheming pen* 
pie in s(M;iety 

Q: H'Inir do vim think (s rho reason 
for this? 

A. This happens onlv in btg cities, 
fiotoaiiv siiiiill place, Hyderabad for 
i?is(Hme This hHi is a citv, but the 
r>eoplo (lieu* lire so simple, t feel 
Bombuv IS full of such scheming 
people. 

L>o you know how easy it is fi>r 
pettpl^ fool others iii Hotnbav? Yuu 
cun sell jnvihing you want and get an 
CKorbilunt umoum for ti. This is 
IMissthIv hveuusv nf the glamour and 
^tutus svmhol this citv offers. It’s 
umuzing the wav people from all over 
India. Ih* ir the north oi the south, 
w.int to c<ime .md sviliu down in 
bomhijv. I don't understand what js 
so uieai aluiut ihts place. 

V' M 7 i,ir then hnmg/it you to 

/iornhitv^ 

A I never wanted to come to 
Bom by V. I came here because my 
mother wanted it, besitles. when I 
came here I was so voung thHt I 
: Wiisn'r even aware nf the place. 

Was It Pet dose nf .voor desire to 
1*1*1 k in tWms or whs ir just sudden^ 

Villi I j/fiv.r/ here’ 

A. As I loid you, II wab all my 
molhei \ pluiming I wab only a kid. a 
child star workiog in south Indian 
t'ilms—Tamil, Telugu and Kannada I 
was in the ninth stundard. when my 
mother derided ihui Bombay was the 
place fur me She wanted me to 
uchieve national fame and not just 
rem.iin confined to the regional mar 
ket of ihe south. She dinned this into 
mv little head and I agreed out uf 
plain unawaieness. 1 was never, in 
any case, very umbi(i<ku$ and frankly 
I never wonted to become an actress. 

Q: Everviine has aspirations to he- 
corif itomething. \'r>u too must have 
had your own dream world or did (*00 
nevei fvef the need for this? 

A: This reminds me of a ioke 
pix^valeiit in our industry, I mean 
when filmstars are asked when ihev 
first Ixicame interested in films, they 
iinswer 'Since childhood.’ I'm Mwrv I 
I cun'i say thni, hvcause truly I never 
I wanted to have anything to do with 
' filmn 

Yon »«e, my mother wab an H<rre»s 



No love can be complete 
without the affony it 
brings with it. I can 


say this because I have 
experienced the pains 
and agonies that come 
with love. I 


and hardly spent any time at home J 
grew up imagining that acini s and 
accretes had no domes ur life wluit* 
boevei This up«ei me and I dondcd 
that come what may. I would nvsvr 
enter the film world. 

I was very fond ol danung Mv 
mother herself was o good danter 
and biiiger. Kvery girl at homt*- inv . 
cousins and sisiers had tu Ujiii ; 
dancing. These things arc ahsolutviy ; 
M must fnr girts in our lumiJy. 1 i«mi 
was made to learn dancing. Though 
interesied in ihe ail, I halt'd ihc ssav 
I was forced to leai n it It ruined my 
keenness for it. A tomboy that 1 was, 

I was interested in other things, and 
detested the thought of being com* 
petled to do something which did noi 
appeal to me. I still remember living 
asked 10 get up early every morning 
to do puju. It*s because 'jf that com* 
pulsion that I still hate the wnrd 
pu/a. Not that 1 don't beliuse in (kid. 

I ju^i can't bring myself to perform 
pu)a the way it is done 
In the same way. when I found I 
was being coerced into (earning how 
tu dance, 1 became indifferent (0 it. I 
protested. Today. I regret having 
abandoned (he dance practice, for I 
coiJd have learnt so much. But then 
nobody had (he patience to explain 
the importance of these things to me 
with love and care. Instead ok con¬ 
vincing me why t should take in¬ 
terest. my mother used to scold me 
and iay that I should do it because 
she said so. Consequently. I have no: 
(rained mvself in any field 
Q. I can oow understand hnw this 
attitude of revoh came to stav in 
v*our character Even when you were 
^*er/jng misunderstood, you prohahh 


felt pempfe were imposing their 
wishes oil yuu and perhaps that is 
whv t'ou wei*e so bitter. 

At That’s tiRhi, Hveryihing 1 had 
dtme till iben, I had been forced into. 
( warned (o become a dancer, even 
though 1 had not trained properly for 
it: I luiJ plans tu become one and 
uwd t(i imagiiio thar some day I 
W4)uld hove a troiipt* of my own and 
g<i abroad fop pertormances. I was 
siniiilv cia^y ahoui the idea of going 
iiliriud, and had oven applied for an 
an hostess’ |oh hveauce nl (hat Anv* 
wav. when I came heie ii was lie* 
cju'>v I h•id 10 hc'cumo an .leiress 1 
was ouH 11. did nor know a word of 

t 

Hindi le.iic Hlone cJiiv on j ion- 
^ ^satmi) in the language, 
t,’ Thc'ri /ion did tnu /nanacr voor 

ii.iv .•/miir fh(\ 

A III Uiiglish VVliile sho<»tini;. I 
11 M 1 I ir» *v|>«'.n .issiNiaiu nuinn 
gi*! s uitrd' ll« ie-« il (0 call out my 
(iiakigiie I Inid a i>i id memorv so 
that was i'.isv ili.tci, v, I picked up 
(lu* langioicc 

An\M,«v. (o gel back, in lloinbny I 
met (hesc luiirkoiv |itnlessiunal pro* 
ditcviN, who Healed me iimsr luth* 
lessls. Kiev m vet realised the vliild 

in ni< Il ivjs c<nK j lew iH'ople hkc 
Mohan .^eli«tal and lliishike^ih 
Mnkhei tei' who iriMli*(J *IU* well 1^. 
disiiueiesiud in «i liln» careci, 1 wac 
led op with rlw sliooimg v hediilvb I 
had io :oll<kw round rli<' <]ock. 
Iliaiik. til mv fdst tdm, .S'.iaivan 
Hh.uUii' winch iv.is an instaiu hit I 

Hiis loaded vsnli ai leasi 2(1 ui 2a 
jssigninents which 1111 ,itii double 
shift sIkhuiiik rigin assay It was 
e)sns|>eia(iitg. You niu*il liute heaid 
all kinds of ules alv>ut me and my 
tantJ lints .dxiiii hciis I used In walk 
out of the siudiub ot v^ill. niespeciive 
i.f v.'he’.her sh. etiuy wa*. on, Thut wus 
ten yeais ugo bin people haven’t 
forgorteii lliai f'liev can't tor it’s 
ulwavs the had ihtngs Unit pc<»ple 
remember. nev< i ihe good things, 

I Q. ,Vo. hut cull you e.\p/ai/? H hv af 
jH yrw tyfh.o rd likr tliJt? 

A: As J ruid von, I was c'Xtremely 
fed up of tdms. sliotiiings etc. Like 
other girls ol mv age, I too wanted to 
shop around, (o have ouiicigs and a 
social lire. Work hud yianed lelling 
on my nerves. Even on Sundays; I had 
to work con It ary in my wish. Ada¬ 
mant and stubborn that I was, I just 
decided I wuLiidji'i lake ii anv more. 
And nt (he <liahie<i chanc<^ 1 got to 
e^ape irom the grind of the srudios, 
I used to drive away w my new car to 
places I liked. 1 us4,*d to go to the 
Juhu Iteuch and sit around, hate an 
icecream and while away the time. I 
had no friends and beci«use I used to 
talk so much. 1 was always getting 
misunderstood lhase days 1 talk 
much less. 



ScMwat .*• i Mwe, iia» 



Q ; But there is no reeson why 
people should misunderstand you 
only because you talked a /or. 

A: Wall... it's not just that As I was 
tailing you earlier, 1 was vary spon* 
tanaous in my reflexes. I was bindaas 
and hardly ever conscious of the fact 
that I was a girl and that I should 
behave differently. $o, used to hav¬ 
ing my brother's friends around the 
house. I behaved the way I felt, I 
used CO slap their backs and talk just 
as they did. Even when I grew up. I 
could never understand why I should 
have to discipline mvself. 

Q: Tell us, how did you eventually 
prove to people that they were wrong 
about you? 

A; I'll tell you how. ter's scan with 
my performance. A lot of people 
today feel that I am s good actress, 
but a good actress I've always been. 
Many believe that I’ve improved 
over the years, Fossiblyi for many an 
actress does. But not me. because \ 
was an instinctive actress. Acting 
came naturally to me right from 
childhuod. 

But the fact that I am a good 
actress, people first reolised when 
they saw me in (that, in which 1 
played a completely different kind of 
rule. People thought that my per* 
formance was many shades better. 

(1' You mean you created an en> 
vintnmenr so rher people could thtnk 
differently about you? 

A: Well, if you ask me, I don't Chink 
anybody has the time to listen to 
whai you are crying to say. or even 
give you a chance to speak for your 
self, unless you are a 'somebody'. 
You may be talented, an excellent 
human l^ing, even reau)nably nch, 
hut no one i$ going to be interested in 
you till you achieve some standing in 
society. 

It's just that wtth Gbar people 
noticed this big change in my per* 
formance and started attributing it 
to something in my personal life. 
They wondered what It was that had 
brought about such a transformation 
ill my looks and my work. 

Q: Was it really due to some irw/* 
dent in your persona/ Ute? 

A: Well, people thought ii was 
because of my interaction with some 
people in off-screen relationships 
which had led to the change. So they 
got curious. 

Q: When did you first realise that 
you were changiag? 

A: I don’t know when it all began. I 
wasn't even conscious of the fact that 
mv looks had changed and so had my 
gait and behaviour. It was only when 
others started behaving differently 
with me that the change dawned on 
me. 1 felt something was happening. 
People who used to be impolite with 
me suddenly started showing re- 
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specc. Instead of slapping my back 
roughly as they used to. they now 
greeted me with a graceful namasre. 
At first 1 was amused, then surprised, 
till I finally realised that they were 
serious. 1 wondered why and traced it 
back to the change in my personality 
which was gradually manifesting i(> 
xelf. 

Q: ft I am right, the change rr* yttur 
personality was operating on two 
/eiv/s. One was on the physical side 
you; person end the other on the 
mental level. Did the transforma¬ 
tions set in siiiiufraneous/y or did one 
follow the other? 

A' In a way. (he physical change 
set in first. Thai's a long story. Those 
days 1 used to suffer from a massive 
complex regarding my obesity All 
through school people had teased mv 
about If and scoffed at me saying 
*She’s an actress' dMughter, she'll 
never become one herself,' Even ai 
home 1 was the fattest of the lui and 
constantly subjected (o comments. 1 
used to so fretful ihai 1 used to 
retaliate with 'Any-ohjections?' if I 
was tuld I was getting fatter 

Another thing is that nohodv takes 
a fat person seriously Hv or she is 
simply a subject of fun and ridicule. 
Invariably though. vouTI find that fat 
people are also ihe jolliest. But their 
happy*go-lucky attitude is jusi a 
front put up r<i counter the dejection 




Tou may be ialeoted* 
an excellent human 
beina* even reasonably 
rich, but no one Is 
going to be interested 
in you till you achieve 
some standing in 
society. 


brought by their fatness. I used to 
feel the same way. Though 1 had 
tried everything possible from diet* 
ing to the works 1 (» reduca weiidit, 1 
had failed Oh. it wa» .so difficult. I 
lemembcr. 

And then I fell seriously ill. 1 
j hadn’t fallen su sick in years. I land* 

' ed at the hospital with typh<i:d for 
two months. It was all. of course, 
because of the endless shooting sche¬ 
dules and all the iropussihle things 1 
had tv do for films. Anyway, it was* 
the Jong ailmoni that did the trick. 1 
realised then how drastically 1 had 
lust weight, 

formally when one is ill one 
reflects on the realities of life and 
comes fai c to fow with many a bitter 
truth of evisrence Did you also vx- 
perivnce any such feelings? 

A. Of course. And fur me it was 
wrtrse. for I was not just physically 
sick. I was mentally sick tno. I was 
I exhHusied coping wiih (he film 
I career 1 had been forced into. While I 
was sick. 1 almost died, you know. 
One day my bloiMJ pressure went so 
low that 1 WHS near blindness This is 
(he first time 1 iim rcvealinK this to 
someone. 

Q Hiiw did you feel then? 

A^ 1 fell I was dying. Mv blood 
I pressure w,;s collapsing with such 
I lapidiiy that even the doctors cnuld 
not diagnose ihe cause 1 wav trviiig 
to '(peak hut couldn't. I could nul see 
anvthing. All 1 could hear were faint 
voices fading inio the distonce jusi as 
you see in films: 'What's happening 
to you? Call ihe docioi quick, the 
doctor came, 1 felt pins and needles 
in my back hut that's about all. 
Nothing ihv ditctor did cnuld bring . 
me back to normalcy before vight 
o'clock the next moriimK. 

Q- Did wo hin-v anv Unllutinaiions 
ir/ten voo felt you were going lo die? 

A. Oh. I felt terribly lonely and 
helpless. Ai sivtv and insomnia had 
made things worse. 1 lemcinherhow I 
used (V talk to ilvd. God. in fact, ha.s 
been my dearest friend ever since 
childhood. I'If tell you huw. Whenev* ; 
er ( felt hurt ai.d angry with others, 
at school or at home. 1 used to run off 
to the church nearby and spend 
hours talking lo Jesus Christ. 1 love 
(he peaceful surroundings of a 
church, which is precisely why 1 
dislike the noisy atmosphere of the 
temples and particularly the tradi¬ 
tion of offering money before God, In 
any cast. 'Ike I said earlier. I do not 
believe in puja. 

Q: Would you care to explain what 
you understand by puja? 

A: Today I can say I understand all 
the dimensions of puja, but in my 
early years puja to me only meant 


tumm s« aea^ iM 
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getting up it five in the noming end 
chantiDg some Sanskrit shlokas. 
Kotvever, 1 feet pujs in the truest 
sense of the word, is synonymous 
with love. To vrorship is to love. 

Q: And why does one /ove? 

A: Esseniiilly for joy. Love brings 
joy both to the lover and the beloved. 

Q: Do think there ts anything 
such as ideal Jove? If then is, how 
vfoidd you define J'r? 

A: Well, (here can be nothing cal* 
led ideal love, because love does not 
manifest itself in a particular form. It 
has no limits either. Lpve is love and 
it is really as simple as that. Love is 
something you can only feel and 
axptrienca. I don't chink I can ekan* 
pUfy any one relationship as one oi 
ideaJ love and aspire to achieve those 
standards myself. There cannot be 
any strict measure. All I know is that 
the love 1 have given people and the 
love I have got from them is great for 
me. 

There is another thing I feel 
strongly about. No love can be com* 
plete wirhout the agony it brings 
with it. I can say this because I have 
experienced the pains and agonies 
that come with love and which is 
what has made my love complete. 

Q: Can you explain that a bit more? 

A: ru put it this way. Suppose a 
person 1 love suddenly hurts me and 
shatters my dreams about life. I start 
hating that person and gradually the 
hate turns into indifference I de¬ 
velop a don’t<ar« attitude till I think 
I've forgotten the person. But no, 
suddenly, this pain tugs at my haart 
and reminds me of. him. So it is the 
pain that constancy keeps reminding 
you of the fact that you loved that 
person. It works like a reminder and 
keeps you alert 

Q: Do you mean that you have 
learnt to cope with the agonies of 
love? 

A: No, that's not what I mean. The 
pain is important but it docs nor 
make one happy. I am basically a 
happy person, and want to make 
everyone I meet happy. 1 enjoy it 
thoroughly when people laugh at my 
jokes. I want them to make me laugh 
too. And mind you (hat’s a rare 
quality in human beings. There are 
very few people who are jealous of 
me. Take it from me, there's nobody 
who hates me. 1 know a very impor¬ 
tant and unusual person who smiles 

every time he secs me. I make him 
happy and vice versa. He tells me 
about so many things and also shares 
his sorrows with me. 

Q: Why do you say he is jmportanr 
ano what makes him so unusual? 

A: Everybody knows he is a famous 
man. And unusual because he has 
given me so rnuch. Achieving so 


much-fame, etc db such a young 

age is indeed a very big thing for me. 
I have achieved so many &ngs in 
life. These remembrances will k^p 
inspiring me through life, juat as 
they have been prodding me to make 
myself into what I am tc^ay. His 
inspiration has given me the support 
to face life with all its joys and 
sorrows. I have leamt to confrtmt 
situations with courage, anger and 
even a competitive spirit. This is one 
thing very close to my heart. 



1 am basically a happy 
person and I want to 
make evexyone I meet 
happy. 1 enjoy it 
thoroughly when 
people lau^h at my 
Jokes. I want them to 
make me lau^h too. 


Another thing which I value a lot is 
Freedom, and I don't mean living in a 
free country. By freedom 1 mean 
liberty from responsibilities, babili* 
ties and commitments that spring 
From. say. love. In this respect. I have 
been very lucky. I have no commit* 
ments whatsoever and no responsibi* 
lities either. I am responsible only 
for myself. 1 have decided that tn 
future too. I wUl do everythuig for 
myself. It may be yoga or anything 
else for that matter. This, however, 
does not mean chat I am being self* 
centred. 

Q ; 2 appreciate this for I too feet 
that people who dam to be 
living for others are actually putting 
up a facade. 

A: Yes, exactly. They are hypoc* 
rites. I just cannot bring myself to do 
such a thing, for I have never been a 
hypocrite. 1 cag*i become one either. 
And this 1 feel ia one of my strongest 


pointa. I am satisfied today for 1 ub 
free. I am neither married nor do I 
have children which save me the 
trouble of obeying my spouse’s 
orden and having responsibilitlei 
about my children. I don't have to 
put up any facades. 

I just do what appeals to me, to my 
'self.* Lest this be interpreted as a 
justification for my flirting, let me 
(ell you that I've a lot better to do. 
But the freedom is essential Yes, 
there’s one thing which I am very 
careful about. I cry not to hurt any* 
one intentionally. 

Q: Would you call yourself a com* 
pJete woman? 

A: Wall, to tell you honestly, 1 
haven't yet bedome a complete 
woman, though I want to. Of course I 
have entered the process of turning 
into one and it docs feel great to be 
told (hat I have all it takes to be a 
complete woman. Again, however, as 
I said in my interview in Ravjvar, no 
woman can be complete till she be* 
comes a mother. 

Q: Will you explain rhis a little 
more? Are you trying to say that 
motherhood, which is a projection of 
another aspect of a woman’s perso* 
nality, is the consummation of 
womanhood? 

A: Yes, that's right... 1 am proud of 
being born as a woman, gnd 1 pray 
that 1 be born a woman, even if 1 
were to live ten more lives. 

. Q: Is this because you feel that 
every woman has something of a God 
wirhin her, which enables her to 
produce anotber life? 

A: I said that almost a decade 
ago—(hat a woman is a mini*God of 
sorts. Woman, 1 feel, is a born 
mother. You can see the maternal 
instincts in s girl right from the days 
she starts playing with dolls. Even in 
a marital relationship, despite the 
many claims the husband makes of 
his superiority over his woman, in 
reality it is the other way round. 
When a husband comes home to his 
wife, she mothers him, bearing with 
all his tantrums and whims. ^ you 
see, woman is rheepitome of mother¬ 
hood. 

Q: As you must be aware, you are 
the dream girl of many an individual 
Wba c is remarkable is the wide t angc 
of your fans, which iaeJudes an 
iliiieraK nssric on the one hand and 
very creative imellectuaJs on the 
Other How do you feel about that? 

A: I should »y I am very lucky to 
be thought of in this way. And that is 
why I call myself a rare person. 
As you said, when a villager sees me 
on screen, he identifies in me a 
typical young Indian baauiy^ 
sprightly, buxom and long haired. He 
concerns himself only with the 
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plqrsiCAl tidt of mj p«non. Whmu 
■o idtoUocnial Hndi me bright lob 
bwUigont. He coacenu tumeelf with 
the mentel level of my pcrsoo. 
Accor<dlng to them, I beve e rvc 
beleace ^ intelligence tod modesty. 
Though mind you» I hove no desire to 
cell myielf mMOSt. Modesty today is 
til humbug. I*d rather be whet I am. 
iai ] muse admit that! have in oie a 
unique combination of physical and 
mental aaeeu, for whidi t em very 
grateful to G^. 

Q: Do you maintain this era'rude in 
your persona/ life roc? la other 
words, wouid you give equal lBporT< 
ance to a rustic who simply tills the 
lend end et the same time to Husein 
whoM artistic approach to life you 
admire? 

At Yes, of course. 1 admire each 
perMD whatever he or she may do- 
even the maid who comes homo to do 
the dishes. It amase» me the way she 
works^-«ha Is so fit considering she 
has tight children and the wo^;«g 
hours the keepsi I often wonder if I 
could do that. I appreciate every* 
thing that I cannot do myself. There 
are so many things 1 would like to do 
end cannot do for lack of time. 1 of tan 
ask mysalf why God made only 24 
hours to a day and not more. I love 
^nting, for initence. and can hardly 
devote serious attention to it. 

: Were you keen on pern ting freu 
dhood itself? 

A: Yes, 1 never trained iu an but 1 
\ised to paint occasionally but iMi 
since 1 came here. 1 used to do oU 
paintiim and sketches. 

Q: what kind of paintings did you 
like? 

A; I love fantasies and even when 1 
used to paint m;^ self. I loved weaving 
fantasies into reality. From menjory I 
used to recreate scenes 1 had come 
across and then blur them with 
touches of fantasy. 

Q: Have you ever shown any oi 
your paintings to any* painter, who 
might be ab/o to iuterpist them? 

A: No. I want to shovr dicsi to 
Husain Sahab. but when I am alone. 

Q: Do you have any pariieular | 
liking for some artists? 

A: Yes. I like Husain's horses. 
Prabhe'i fisherwomen and there is ^ 
another artist in Hyderabad by the ; 
name of l^ksiunan who is good too. 

a .* AJibough you aie ak uadyin the 
medium of communication, have 
you ever fair the need to widen the 
ipectrum of expression through 
another medium perhaps 
A: Actually fUm lisalf is a wonder* 
ful medium, but occasionally I do 
feel Uk# writing. And I do—In En- 
gUsb. I write poems, but they are so 
Juvepile I har^ ever recite them 



nowadays. 

Q: CiveD a cfience to make a Aim, 
wfur kind of Him would you make? 
A: You'll see it when I make it. 

Q: No, don't you feel you should 
venture iaro someth^ different, 
and make films which have not 
already been made? 

A: Of course wo definitely need 
some really gcod fihss: India con 
hardly boast of any. i 

Q: Hliar then do you piao to do? ' 
A: 1 cross my bridges when 1 come 
to them. Id any case, wbat's the use 
of contemplating the future when 1 
am not even sure whether 1 am going | 
to last for long. It's better to concen* 
trate on what you are doitig at pre¬ 
sent and derive satisfaction from it. 
Ac far as I can forecee, 1 should be 
able to sail through easily for 
another two years. But one never 
knows, I may not be around In the 
next six montiis. After that 1 plan to 
go Into direction. Actually, one can*t 
say. I might even get married in the 
meanwhue. Not that iU be upset If 1 
dont. 1 have no such plans about 
myself. Uke my motbm tells me, 


everything—mairiage and chil* 
dren-—has its time and place, and 
that 1 have crossed the age for all 
chat. She mny be right, you know. 
However, if my destiny has marriage 
in store for me, well and good. 

What matters more to me is the 
friendship in any and every rela¬ 
tionship. Whether it is my mother, 
sister; brother, daughter, I'd Uke to 
put friendship before everything. 
Even with my husband, he has to be a 
friend before 1 marry* him 

Q: Just as we think of you as a 
giameroui personuHiy. do you con¬ 
sider ai,yonc n.orv glamorous than 
yourseirr 

A: AaKfica full of uuch people. 

Q: No, I’m talking about Indians- 

A: Tlieic's Gayatri Devi and there 
was Indira Guudhi. And there's my 
modicr of whom I can say so much. 
She is boautJul both within and 
wiclmui. 1 can never be like her end 
thuc U whf she's the only parson Vm 
$0 jvalCi.U of. 

Q' Among indjeu me/er, do you 
contidar anyone ro be glamorous? 

A: For me, a glamorous man must 
be a total man, irrtspective of 
whether he is perfect. Do you know 
who 1 consider s complete man ? 
Shiva. Yes, he was ill-tempered end 
smoked a cbilJum. So what? I still 
admue him. Sbiva stands out - with 
his expressive eyes and his overall 
personality* And what is more, he 
was sv siiiiplc I also admue the wav 
he fiandlca tv,«. wlvos ivUh lo much 
lo>c and cai'C. 

Q' You ore dcvjoting. /s;i'( (Aere 
any such male in India now who you 
idoliser 

A* Yes there is o man in whom 1 
found a glimpse uf my heio. Shiva. 1 
cannot nuoi^ him. He ha^ su much in 
common with bhiva-- the same 
serene qtiioine&s on the suiface and 
the strength and depth within. Just 
as Shiva used to give vent vu his 
frustration throa^h tandava, which 
vr.iG his special way of Axpvosi»ing 
hua«wli, this man too has special 
way of expressing his feelings. When 
be is angry be doesn't yell, he doesn't 
chide me, but explains things to me 
with love and caring gestures. 

Q: How can you gauge that he is 
angry? 

A. From hi« t:yc.>. And then inim 
tiwn Acfcuaiiy once you gei to know a 
penen well, you esu decipher even 
hli unsaid wishes. 

Q: Is it true that you had once triad 
to commit sv.cide? Have you actually 
cnntetnplated such a thing? 

A: Oh, suicide attempts have been 
a part of m> life ever since I cin 
remember. 1 beve made several 
attempts and frankly 1 am not at all 
ashamed to admit it. 
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Dramatic Decades 
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10 October 19S4: Bora, Bha- 
nurekha. to Gemini Ganasan and 
Pu.chpavalli in Madras. Later to be 
second of six children. 

1964: Chubby little girl in school, 
known as Big Lotia. Was only in* 
TiTCsied in reading comics and 
‘'Moral science was the only subject 
th;i( inieresied me.*'Family needed 
money as father had deserted them, 
so opted for films “where t didn't 
have to use my brains." Ran away 
from boarding school chasing cellu* 
Inid dreama. 

1965: Her first film in Telugu. Age: 
still to complete IJ. 

1967: Her first film as a heroine in 
Tamil. Age. 13, studying in class 
nine. 

1966; Spotted by top Bombay film- 
si uv Hiswajit at Oemim Studios. 
Madrus. who recommended her to 
producers from East Africa, Shatru- 
jii und Kuijit Pal. Was signed 
on for her first Hindi film as 
heroine, Anjuna Sufur. later re ti¬ 
tled Dti $hiknn. starring Biswajit. 
1969: Moved aver to Bombay Age: 
ir». The "sexy new aspirant" began 
n, tending every Kilmfare Awards 
fniKiion with the ambition nf win- 
lung an award some day. 

19b9-end: The sensational kissing 
scene with Biswajit on the sets of 
Aniuna Safar. It created a stir to 
I he extern ot being picked up by 
magazine, which published the 
picture of the kiss. The scandal 
opsei her emotionally and was "(he 
first hlgw" to her mental equilib¬ 
rium III her film career. Even today, 
she has unhappy memories of it and 
havs: “They said, poochha rha. 
Wiiai poot'hha tha.^ I didn't know 
the language. I didn't know any¬ 
thing, I thought 1 would be raped 
when 1 went back to the hotel." 
1970: Photographer and publicist 
Dhirendra Kishen took her under 
his wing and introduced her to 
filmmaker Mohan Segal. Cast in 
B/jddn/j with co-star Navin 

Nischol. 

.Innuary 1971; Her first Hindi film, * 
Sciawan Bhadon, released and was 
on instant hit, along with the catchy 
wngs of Sonik;Omi, Verma Mallik 
like K-ian mein jhumka. chaal mein 
rhiimka. The film was a silver 
jubilee hit. Rekha signed about 50 
films in the next five years. Age: 16. 
1971: Began bein^ publicised as the 
replacement for Mumtat, though 
was clubbed more often with vamps 
like Bindu and Farya). 


1^73: At around this 

lime it was revealed that she hid 
gut married secretly to Vinod 
Mehra and also broken up soon 
after, thanks to Moushumi Chatter 
>e«'s extra-curricular interest in the 
affair. The "Black Rose’s" best 
friend, "Pinky" (Yogita) offered a 
consoling shoulder and ended up 
losing her own beau to Rekha^ 
Kiran Kumar. Prior to that, howev- 
er. Rekha attempted suicide by 
swallowing Tik 20 and later ex¬ 
plaining it away as a cockroach in 
her upmal Vinod Mehra’s sister 
remarked on the suicide bid then: 
“A ciniple of Rekha's films are 
being released shortly. So this is 
just her way of building up public¬ 
ity for them." In June, she went on 
record as having said: "Gossip is e 
very small price to pay fur fame." 
In Stardust Annuaf's popularity 
poll. Jaya figured as No. 1 as the 
most talented actress (followed by 
Waheeda Rehman and Hema Mail- 
nil and Rekha was second to Mum 
laz. but ahead of Zeenai Amen, in 
the listings for the sexiest actress. 
1975: Her friendship with Amitabh 
grew. Ten years later, she was to 
state: "I never had a best friend. 
Never had a best fnend liU ten 
years ago. When L met this best 
friend of my life. Who has remained 
one. MrBachchan." 

1976: Dulal Cuba's Do Anjane (with 
Amitabh) released. For the first 
time, her acting talent reared its 
beautiful head. Rekha entered a 
new phase in her career. The new 
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influence. Amitabh, on her life 
seemed evident. She also did 
Hrishiketh's AJaap (Amitabh), 
somewhat in the Jaya mould but 
being the first film of Amitabh 
portraying him against his "angry 
young man" image, flopped badly. 
1977: The period when her affair 
with Kiran Kumar was at its 
strongest 

1976: Manek Chatterjet's Ghar 
(with Vinod Mehra) hit (be head¬ 
lines. Rekha es an actress came into 
her own: her finest performance to 
date and a film m which she looked 
mure gorgeous than ever before. 
Ghar was her first Filmfare award 
nomination. A step away only from 
her ambition ten years ago. That 
year. Nuian got the award for Mam 
Tulsi Tere Aiifian Ki. Met father 
Gemini Ganesan fur the firii time 
19S0: Mission accomplished. 
Krishikesh's Khubsoorat (Rakeih 
Rushan) conclusively proved that 
Rekhe was an actress of undeniable 
calibre. A superhit with which 
Rekha won her first (and only, so 
far) Filmfare award for best ac¬ 
tress. 

1961: Did two very important films: 
Shyam Benegal's KaJyvg and 
Mutaffar All’s L^mrao Jaan 
Said Senegal. "I saw her in Khub- 
soorat and realised she had a lot of 
potential." Hrishikesh Mukherjae 
himself said: "Her role in K/tub- 
soorat was written specially for 
her.* Yash Chopra's much talked 
about SilsHa was made based on the 
real life story of Amitabh, Rekha 
end Jaya. each of them playing 
their real life roles and Jaya mak¬ 
ing her comebeck specially on the 
persuasion of Amitabh that ha 
would put an end to his affair. The 
film, howevet. flopped. 

1982: Rekha wins the Urvashi 
National award for Umrao Jaan 
from President N. Sanjeeva Reddy. 
1983: Gemini Ganatan attempts 
suicide on 26 September. 

1964: Rekha goes on a health kick a 
it Jane Fonda with her Mjncf and 
Body TampJa video casseue and 
classes. 

198$; Important films like Glhih 
Kamad’s Vtsav, (Shashi. Shekhar 
Suman, Anooradha Patel) and Dr. 
Jabbar Patel's Musafir (Naseerud* 
din, Moon Mood Sen) among o^rt. 
"My reign as No. 1 wii over t long 
(ima ai^t” coday. "But I'm 

still the best, ril always be the 
bMt." 

M Orever 
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Who Will Replace the Angry Young Man? 

Despite the talent available in the Hindi/iimworld, Amitabh Bochchnn is irreplaceable 


A s yet. nobody clearly knows 
whether Hindi cinema's loss 
is Indian politics* gain. But 
It is cenain that Amitabh 
Bachchan's loss will be keenly felt hy 
an industry which derived its life* 
breath from him. Not without reason 
was he known as the "The One-Man 
Industry.** For. over the past ten 
years, the Hindi film industry had 
grown and prospered with this actor 
as at no other time with any single 
artiste. Not even Kajesh Khanna cn« 
joyed the stupendous commercial 
clout that Bachchan did. For the 
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simple reason ihui. at the lime when 
Rajesh Khanna ruled the box-office 
waves, the overseas market had not 
opened up (he way it did with Ami* 
cabh Bathchan 

' No wonder the industry breathed 
I and almost died with Amitabh after 
I his near-fatal encounter with death. 
• A pall of gloom spread through the 
industry when Amitabh was Strug* 
gling for life. Never before has such a 
vast and powerful industry depended 
on one man’s health. 

But then, as box-office wizard Man* 
mohan Desai. who with Amitabh 
formed an incredible fantasy* 
weaving team, puts it: *Tf anyone 
really cares to study the buk uffice 
graph, he will divine that Amitabh 
Bachchen has indeed been the sole 
contributing factor to the soaring 
fortunes of his sraners. It's no exag* 
geretion to say that Amitabh was 
number one, two or three^going 
right up to seventh place. Any other 










actori no mocrer what his hisiriooic 
stature, came only after that seventh 
position.” 

'‘No other actor." said Manmohan 
Desai, “could ever sell a filcn all on 
his own as Amitabh can do even 
today. If he quits films, as ruotoured. 
it will take a long, long time for the 
industry to udjust to the metamorph* 
osed situation. No matter how much 
those who do not depend on this 
superstar may want to wish huB 
away. With Amicabh in the cast, 
prctducers did not have to worry 
about either their finance, or their 
cruwd’pulling power. Even films like 
Inquihb. Nastik and Pukaar. which 
are touted a» Amitabh flopi. have in 
truth groued much more than thair 
investment. If producers and distri* 
boutrs still grumble, it is becauae, 
with a superstar like Amitabh. col* 
osr.al leturtjs wt^re expected. That 
way, n<i Amitabh Jtairer has been a 
disaster” 

In spite uf the fact that TV and 
videri piracy have cut into the box 
office c' llections of theatres, the fact 
remahu that not one film of Amctabb 
has re.illy ruined any producer. “This 
itself is a feat, you will agree, when, 
even before the master print leaves 
the laboratory, you find its pirat^ 
video cassette flooding the mar* 
ke*.” ^ays Oesai 

Will Amiiabh’s absence bring a^ 
out u sea-change in the industry? 
Manmohan Desai sincerely feels il 
will, in fact, change the induerry*! 
commercial anatomy. As he puts It; 
“It will make a world of difference et 
the iMjx office. If you Study the last 
lei) years' collectioas, you will find 
That more than 70 to 7S per cent of 
gross takings have been from Ami- 
tabh films. Without him, you just 
can’t expert the same return. Ajni- 
tabh was a built*in insurance against 
your fiUn*$ failure. Suppose the same 
hiQVilah, Saatik or f^aar had fea* 
lured any other actor, it would have 
been an unmitigated disaster. Today, 
my Coohe is in its 59lh week and 
still going strong all over India." 

"Yet. from Amitabh’s personal 
point of view," concedes Desai, "tha 
man was really overdoing things, 
^specially after his second illneaa. 
1'hb. was a rare kind of disease in 
which 3 patient had to be on medv* 
cinc's for Jong. .Amitabh and his fami¬ 
ly knew that he could not go on for 
«vur-• nut SC the pace at which the 
industry was expecting him to vrork. I 
knevr, for instance, that he had to call 
a halt to it, sooner rather than later. 
He had stopped signing new filme 
■nd had also completed the t^ec 
films in hand: Ciriiftar, my movie 
Mard and Pumachandra Rao's film. 
He had kept the industry going long 
onough all on bis own.” 








B ut PriJcuh Mtbni, the mao who 
trviaforvt^ Amiabh fron a 
fUdaMni^ctor to the stature of a 
deal'iod with ^aiijeer, feels that 
tbexi|h the niperstar Day doc hmee 
either the time or ^ lacUaadoo to 
be as lovolvetl io films as before, be 
may not altogether quit films. '’He'i 
said he won't redn from filaut* 
points out Mahra. "And 1 believe 
turn. He may do a film or tvro in a 
year. As for me. it vrill make • very 
big difference, natural^, since Zaa- 
jeer, we have made films together 
right up to Sharahi. which is a mt. 9o» 
if Affiitabh does decide to withdraw 
from films, it will be a very greac loas 
for one and all." 

"1 bad in fiiin piaaned 

with Affiitabh in mind for the lead." 
said Prakash Mehrs. "True I hadn't 
discussed ic with him, for he was busy 
then with his elections. Now he's 
become an MP. The film, being in 
English and for the foreign market, is 
to have a number of *bot' scenes. But. 
now that the situation has qualita- 
Cively changed, I don’t know how 
keen Amiiabh will be about it. As I 
said, 1 had no time to discuss its 
script with him. If he does decide to 
work in a couple of films a year. I'm 
sure ha and I will come together 
again. For you'll never get a more 
disciplined or better organised 
artiste.” 

By contrast, Yash (Deewatr] Chop* 
ra, who had parted ways with Bach* 
chan after the dismal lowing of his 
much'tomtoDuned Slfriia, feels that, 
in this industry, nobody, no matter 
bow powerful he may be at the 
moment, is irreplaceable. Says Chof^ 
ra; "Every time a film personality 
has departed, be it Nargis, who chose 
to retire from films, or Affiitabh. 
who’s now gone into poliucs, it has 
ultimately not made any tnajor dif¬ 
ference to the industry. Amitabb or 
no Afflicabh, this industry will not 
stop making films. And a good him 
made out of a strong story is going to 
sail, star or no star. Look at my own 
brother B. R. Chopra's Nikath. It did 
not have any top stars—in fact, its 
heroine, Salma Agha, was a new face. 
Raj Bab bar was then far from being a 
top-selling actor, while Deepak Pan- 
shar was only a top model. Yet the 
film minted money all over India and 
abroad. Covind Nibalani’s Ardh 
Satya did not have any glamoui 
apt^al at all in its star-cast, yet look 
at iu collections I "The industry." 1 
fael, "will find its own substitute for 
Affiitabh. And, when I say a substi* 
rma. it's not necessary that another 
acilon*oriented hero should take 
over. When Rajesh Khanna was re¬ 
lated by AffliiaMi, Bachchan was 
not a romantic haro like his prede* 
GMior. So now, when a newcomar 
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takes over, it needn't necessarily be 
another man with an aciion^riented 
macho image. For instance, alrea^ 
we have a toughie-toftie in Jackie 
Shroff. Of course, he has a long way 
to go before he can really be bailed 
as another superstar. But what Pm 
saying is that this industry is throw¬ 
ing up new talenu every once io a 
while. So we needn't d^pair.” 

Added Yash x.hopra. "Mbreover, 
with ibe advent of TV and with video 
a reality, it's a moot question if the 
Industry could have really continued 
to afford the kind of super-budget 
films chat Amiiabh starrers inevit¬ 
ably were. Maybe production coats 
will now come down as a result of 
smaller returns. And, with them, star 
markets, t never really subscribed to 
this view that ours is a 'One-Man 
bdustry.' It can’t afford to be that, 
no matter how bag a star. Of course, 
right now, I agree (here's no one la 
sight to replace Amiiabh, as we know 
has star personality. But. as I said, the 
repUcement need not necessarily be 
another Amitabb. The fiinS market 
will not collapse as e result of Ami* 
tabh’s going. This industry has an 
ammanse inner resihencetu adjust to 
all kinds of change, as it has shown 
rim# and again." 

J eetendra, the only actor who at 
one sta^ showed signs of outstar- 
ring Amitabh, had to shift operations 
to the south to remain in the public 
eye. Jeetendra, of course, has always 
been a great favourite with souchem 
producers, since be leaves their idea 
of a boi-offtce formula undisturbed. 
His successful films made in the 
south, are mainly those based on 
Tamil, Telugu nr Kannada hits, to 
that bis contribudon by way of origi¬ 
nality is nil even while his success is 


mured in the light of regional box 
fldfjce experience. 

It was once eicpecred that the stir 
eons Kumar f^aurav, Sunjay Dutt, 
BunillAnand and Sunny DeoJ. would 
do what their fathers couldn’t—offer 
stiff competition to Amitabh. Bi/t 
(hey flattered to deceive. The only 
mr-son to pose some kind of chal- 
iMige was Sunny Deol—big-buil( like 
his father—who acted well in his first 
film. Beracb. But, ai Manmoban De¬ 
mi says, it is a long haul still for 
Sunny (o consolidate his position and 
rise to Amitabhian heights. 

Jackie Shroff, having the height of 
Amitabh but not his build, turned up 
a winner in an author-backed role in 
Aaro, a film on which director Sub- 
hash Ghai lavished all his attention 
so as (0 "laacb the star-sons a les- 
tea." But the distance between Jack¬ 
ie Shroff and Amitabh Bachchan is 
still the distance between a mere star 
and a superstar. 

A mucb-touied name is Rajni- 
kanth, the south’s Shatrughan Sinha, 
who somehow held his own oraosite 
Amitabh in Andha Kanoorr. kajni- 
kanth may be accepted in the south 
as a superstar, but has miles to go 
before he can rule the rest of India 
(he way AmltaM) did. 

Kamalabamn on whom a lot oi 
hopes were pinned after hii 
stupendous success in Bk Duje Ke 
Lift, has now proved to be only a 
super talent, not a superstar. Today, 
he is neither in Bombay nor in Mad¬ 
ras. Anil Kapoor has been showing 
promise, but has neither the perso¬ 
nality nor the build to take over. You 
cannot exp^t a David like Anil to 
down a Goliath like Amitabh 

Most of the established names, like 
Rajesh Khanna, Dharmendra, Shat¬ 
rughan Sinha and Rishi Kapoor, 
seem to have gone out of focus as far 
as filling up the yawning first-place 
gap is concerned. In fact, film¬ 
makers seem tc feel that it will be 
one of the newer crop who will 
replace Amitabh. That is, if he is 
replaced at all. 

As Yasb Chopra pertinently puts 
it, we may come to have an entirely 
different definition of a superstar. 
We may even do away with a one- 
man superstar image and in his 
place, have a galaxy of stars lining 
the horizon in films with more to say 
and less to pay. 

Amitabh Bachchan was the angry 
young man who came in from the 
cold and it&;'cd. So long as he was 
around this industry could jingle- 
jangle to Che * rhythm of dishum- 
dishun- The Hindi film industry, for 
ten long yean, was, his private prop¬ 
erty. The film world was his oyster 
end he the pearl 
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I H/NO! F/UMS 

Old Themes in New Reels 

! VVhcji is runv in Hincii cinema is liie handling of the theme and not the theme Useif 

I 

F i rtm I he vilcnt HijB Htrish- fits and out of these a mere two per his family and the maltreatment of 

iliriiidra (1913) to rhe three cent are blockbusters. hts parents^ the love theme where 

<linii nsmnal Chortn Chefan The year 19W was a particularly childhood lovers Rishi Kapoor and 
\ oriitinal MaJayalam ti* bad year for Hindi cinema as over 70 Shoma Aoand are separated and the 
Ik My ihs'ij Kutochatao); Hindi films per cent of the films flopped and a coo/j'e Amitabh who falls in love with 

< hiivr l>eon luiinjiiM m popularity. For mere two per cent including Andh-i a first class pasienper, the daughter 

•I p«>puIiiTion^ NO per cent of which Keooon, Hrmmerwa/a. hiMwuli. Jus- of a top ranking official in the rail* 

I c.innot rciid the lilies tbet »pJash on rice Oiowdhery. Aetear. Souren, Be- ways; the political plane where the 

ilu* Ncii’cn .ijid bO per c«m of which raeb. Masoom. Ardh Batytand Beeb' c<K>fie conteiits the elections against 

I Itvr hcluw the [Miveriy line, ftlm» loo made big money. Films which did the villain and propagate> socialism 

I 1 1 »iv e I yvu I me I he n n ly t ran sient ju st above a vei J n 1983 we re from r he podium, and t h e social level 

' i>M <i|)v iroiM rc«ilify' The country’s Mujhe/osaaf CAaiijye. 5ubah, Xarhe. where it preaches intercommuneJ 

lilni Miidios churn out more than 800 £^d Ka Rishre and Artfi. Of the 64 harmony by depicting the cese of a 

I fisiiiiie fi)m> and about 650 short films released in the first half of Muslim boy brought up lovingly by a 

tllins vvi'i'v year, and an average of 1964, barely a dosen can be termed Hindu coofie. Similarly, SAofay 

, 1.2" <roio ifeople watch films every succesaful. A few more will recover (1975) contains comedy (Veeru's 

(liiy III iheuires acruas the country, investments after running in 'B* and clowning), tragedy (jii's death), the 

I Tins not include those who grade theatres. The only films to revenge theme (Sanjeev Kumar 

; wau'h ’.ilms on TV or uiher open*air celebrate silver jubilees were Coolie seeking vendetta against Amjad 

I >iiiows and Hero which were spillovers from Khan playing Cebbir Singh« the so. 

As .1 medium that has an octopus* last year. cial theme (advocating widow remar. 

i like jtiip <in I he Indian psyche, (he Despite the setbacks, films keep on riagei and the allegoricul/mytholo* 

i him fijs iind will have no parallel As coming in torrents, bursting on the gical themes (in the personification 

' .1 iniiioi of popular culture the film Indian nund with the same old story of a mythological demon Bavan In 

Hiuks ui iwi/ levels, the conscious in new colours. For bow long will a Gabbar Singh) 

level where (here are obvious gullible populace be fed on such Along with recurrent themes and 
I li<«iiiiic« in physical appearance to glorified rubbish^ Is it just the situations there are also types of 

mah li ihii:ic of the film hero or mediocrity and callous arrogance of characters that are portrayed again 

lieiuiiie «ind the sub conscious level the filmmakers who preside over the and again. For example the image of 

' wlu*ivl)Ymoiul values are influenced. destiny of Hindi filmdom, or is the the angry young man is so often 

A^ MiuihI Sen puts Jtt “Even a lul* audience responsible in any way? repealed that it becomes difficult to 

Jiihy is pro|>ugunda. U wanisto put to The filmmakers say that iheir's is distinguish between Arpitabh in 

. >«lev|> one whii doesn't want tu sleep, just a case of demand meeting supp* Lews arts. Coolit. Shakti, Nasttk, 

So 1 conclude ihut all art is prop* ly. If that is the case, why do film* Kaatia, Rajnlkam in Andha Kanocn, 

aiiunila." goers often reject what they “de* Men Adaiar. Raj Babbar in Aaj ki 

Jhc* working, pjoup on national mand"? Are all the bit films great .Awaar. Dharmendrn in Faerx, 

him iinijiv «ippointed by the govern studies in human character or com* Qayamat. Shatrughan Sinha in Man- 

ni< n( o| ladiu in 1979 recognised the menis of social or political signifi* gaf Pandvy. Bhecma, Maati Mangey 

unpoiiJiKi' of emema as a medium cance, retort the filmmakers. What XAoon, Sunjay Duir in Men Faisla 

.iiiil it was believed thar cinema is then, are Hindi films propagating? A and Jectendra in Meri Awaar Sutw, 

tIic l.iJKc'st diHsemiiiatur nf popular content analysis of Kindi films made HvomatwaJa. MawaaJt anti Zakhme 

siihniv and is a major industry m between 1981 and 1984 show that Sherand many others. Whether U is 

InJiu. C«»nsider these statistics: thematically they can be compart- a single person or a group of persons 

• TUe film mdustrv gives approx* mentalised into ten categories (love or a particular system that has eo- 

ImuiclV 200 crore^'annually to the stories, revenge, sacrifice, lost and raged them, the fact remains that 

n<>voriimvnt us entertainment tax. found, political and social comedy, (hey are all angry and are out to 

• I*' KpnrT earnings from film^ in 1980 historical/devotional, family, women wreak vengeance on the cause of 

Were- K> ISO million. and anti-eetablishmcnt) with occa. their fury. Bloodshot eyes, clenched 

VIh* rvdcb. impact and wealth of sional overlapping of themes. jaws, hammering fists, flying kicks, 

ilu iiiiluMiy i» thus mind*boggling, j high-pitched hysteria and a general 

Ik 1 1 ^^iMT a)>oiii ihe quality of the i I el us take (be example of Coolte, attitude of scorn, cynicism and bot- 

; filiuN ctidt cume oui of the assembly ; ^van excellent **fonnule film** iu ihc • tlcd up hate are characteristics of 

iiiK*' di on huredible rote uf two | sense that it includes praaically all this type who always emerges victo* 

full lL*n>!tli tin (I three shiirt films a i the categones mentioned above. It rious in his mission of goud versus 

Jay’’ The Kaianih commiicae asti* has the lost*and*found theme where evil. 

muled ih.it jbnui 65 per cent of the the sons (Amitabh Bachchao and The development of this kind of a 
films ujc Oops—or in other words— Rishi Kapoor) are separated from character is particular to societies 

rejected bv the pcttple About 25 per their parents due to (he evil where three fourths of the popula 

cent ho rely manage Ti> recover 1 heir machinations of the villain. Kader t ion is powerless and in seeing such a 

invesiments. Only (he remaining 10 Khan; the revenge theme where Ami* figure each one experiences a par* 

pei cent of films make siteable pro- rabh avenges the disintegration of sonal sense of power. The hero*l 


28 


Sw<WAT U f<»<vrV'^ l«M 




COVER ^RY 


against oppreuion bacomes 
the viewer’s private war against reaJ* 
itp and lus victwy becomes their 
wtoory, even chough it is a short* 
^ved one. However, the deveiopment 
ot the **vigj2ance mentaiicy” is an 
ectempt at duping the individual and 
reflects a fascist tendency. It pro¬ 
vides a mere punching bog, a fantasy 
solution, whereby the repressed indi* 
viduel, sitting before the screen can 
give vent to his fury vicariously 
through the single messianic figure 
on screen. Once a viewer emerges 
from the hall he is purged of all those 
''impure feelings** of hate, anger and 
violence, for has not he been match* 
ing the hero fist for fist, fury for fury 
for the past three hours and all that 
is left of him now is a triumphant 
hero? 

This is akin tu the "hate sessions” 
that George Orwell talked about in 
^fxfleteen ffighry^Four. whereby all 
citisens were purged of their unheal* 
ihyamotions by chanting violent slo¬ 
gans igeinsi the enemy in frequently 
repeated two*minute “hale ses* 
siona**' Moreover, the sulutiona 
offered through these movies are 
escapist and rend ro beg the question 
of emancipation by showing that the 
responsibility of ameliorating one's 
condition rests on individuals alone: 
each has to taice up arms and fight 


his own violent battle through the 
system. Even a new wave film like 
Ardh $9iya perpetuaies this false 
belief when at the end of tbe film the 
disillusioned police officer kills his 
turmentor in order to overcome his 
sense of imp<4ence. 

One wonders if that is the solution 
to corruption in the law and order 
machinery If that is. then who is 
(here to reap the benefits of this 
emancipatitm? Not Anant Welankar 
at least, for he will end up in jail. 
And no une likes to do that. Sectmd. 
what kind of solution is this? One 
Hama Shaiiy will be replaced by 
another Rama bbetty. The only op* 
hon left for tbe common man is to 
live like Inspector Haider (Shafi fn< 
amdan with blinkers on. 

The second popular character type 
is (he courting hero, either of the 
Duvdis variety as in Pajnttf Bat>u or 
the macho man in fieraab. There is of 
enurse the eternal reuther figure, 
who IS a paragon of sirength. deier 
minaiion. devotion and vinue. ihe 
Mother India image as in Kaamyub, 
Char ek Mandir. Namak Haiaat. 
Cooiie. JVe.strIr and Rishta Kager Xa. 
There is also the ernng wife who 
undermines the worth oi her hus> 
band even though he indulges ui an 
extre-mariial affair (Bk Hi Bhnnh. or 
ha relegates her to the background 


vi$*a*vis his family <nioJj .ti He- 
wafaaii or she may hdve erred in 
maintaining herself ufter j»*>rringc 
(Grxhaprav«‘»:li) oi she may have 
transgressed the limits of niof.'ility bv 
iodulging in a pre mahtal aftair <0e* 
xuban, Patthar Ki Lakear) or she xuuy 
be the erring daughter*in*law of Chitr 
ek Mandir. Ma/door. Rishtn Kagar 
Ka. Tart Kasam. In uny cave, vhe has 
to and up at the feet of her hiivbaiid 
if she wantv salvation. arherwiM; she 
is doomed forever. 

Another popular image is the sucri* 
ficing man or woman, be it the sister 
in Tohfa or ,/eevait f)hax«r or the 
friend in Ruaste Pyai Xeand Bernik- 
aal, the twu wives in Asha Jyoti, the 
beloved m Apnapvn, Mehiidi Rung 
Layegi or the ailing lover buy in 
Prexn Tapa$ya. The philciMiphy there* 
hy propagated i*: that happinm lias 
nnt m acquiring hul in distributing. 
Ii is only the weak and the wily who 
want ro amass. The* nuhk and the 
divine are those who haw nothing in 
ierm» of wordly goods and worldly 
possessions and ii i^ onlv the evil and 
the ignoble who would not like to be 
noble and divine Does not thix kind 
oi propagated asceticism somehow 
advocate and perpetuate p^iveriy, 
loneliness, deprivation und unhuppi 
ness? 







COVER Slt)R 


preMQMrlon or handlist of as <oJd 
thamc haa ecturad tht fiiTR'a f iicceic. 
£jr Pu/e kt Liy« wa< a typical love 
atory it was topical and new in 
tba sense that for the first time 
liaguate was the impeditneot in the 
lover's path, ffinusatwa/a and 
Mawaait dealt with the sacna old 
theme of the heroes fight against the 
landlord's oppression. Yet it ushered 
in a new genre of comic villaias. The 
audience received enough material 
to build thair fantasies on. The 
theme did not matter much. 

However, the failure of AJca/njeod. 
3/agsed, K^Mmyab. etc. proved that 
sex is no guarantee for success. So- 
saaf fife Tararu. Andha Kanoon and 
Aoj Ki Awaaz were successful be* 
cause once again, for the first time, 
the legal system was attacked and 
the audience felt that at last (hair 
plight as victims of a faulty legal 
system was being depicted on screen. 
Arth» £Jr Baar?hir, SaathSaath wert 
welcomed by the uibanised, wester* 
nlsed middle'Class families. Ardh 
Satya exposed the corruption of the 

E lice. which had bean brought to 
ht so fraquently through newspap* 
er raporti on police excesses end 
police brutilitiei. hence it had 
tremendous appeal. Bataar and 
Chakra were brIlUent expositions of 
the plight of brides. No one had 
talked of then before. Beaabroc, 
besides being loaded with a lot of 
masala had the woman out on a 
mission of vengeance against pimps 
and rapists. Cftashme Buddoor and 
Angoar, those light hearted com* 
edits were like a ^eath of fresh air 
after the mangled, murky world of 
Amitabh, Jaetendra, Dhamendra 
and Shatrughan. Hence they did well 
at the box-office. 

The examples arc many but the 
fact is that the audience cannot be 
easily duped. The average filmgoer Is 
perceptive enough to shun redunden* 
cy. irrekvancy and obscurantism and 
applaud innovation and relevance. 
The increasing number of flops bear 
testimony to this fact. Then why is it 
that these kind of failures are repe¬ 
atedly produced by the filmmakers? 
Are they not perceptive enou^? 
Then why the impasse when fiw* 
makers keep on making films and 
audiences keep rejecting them? Hav* 
ing acknowledged the importance of 
dnema both as an essential means of 

income and as a medium vl social 
change, wdiy is it then so gro^y 
Biisused? In e country where all thk 
ragourcas num necessarily be oHl* 
toad to the fuflan possible extents if 
(be cause of development has to be 
furthered, is it net necessary to her* 
ness this resource too? There ere 
people willing to wait and watch. 


AmliaNi Bechehsn la Coolk 


ultimate redemption of jumping 
down e well, a building, a otoving 
train or taking recaune to the fruit 
knife or the saree'e noose (Ttaahmi In 
Aaj ki Awaaa). 

In most of the recant films there 
has been an unabashed repetition of 
themes end character types so much 
so that it has become difficult to 
distinguish one from the other. There 
can easily be a blind shuffling of 
titles without any major change in 
content. The word "conteraporery*' 
to denote pr«sent*day Hindi f Urns is a 
miioomer. Host of tha films owa 
their genesis to Portlts ind the 
Fifties and some can evae tract their 
origin to tha era of Hleot films. It 
would be small wondar if an 
oaogenaiian wttaasslBg tha axplolts 
of Amjed Khao in Himaarwaia proc* 
lains chat be bad aaeo him some* 
where before, and if memory does 
not play tncks. he will triumphantly 
reveal that the landlord/moneylen* 
der ID HimmatwaJa is just a parody 
of the moneyleodar In Baburao Pain¬ 
ter’s Savkan Pash (Ihdiaa Shylock) 
of 192S. 

What is new in Hindi cinema is the 
handling of the theme and oot the 
theme itself, since the issues raised 
in most of the films have already 
been raised in the early period of 
Hindi cinema. An analysii of the 
films that have been hits in recent 
years shows that anything that has 
been different has been applauded 
by the audience. The rest which have 
been remakes, re-remakes and some 
further remakes hava been ruthless* 
ly rejected. Saitjear wee e success 
because it was the first of in tod 
hereJding (he angry young man. tHto 
spawned many other films of .fkis 
genre and moft dl thegi are 
increasingly rajactad by tb* tudi- 
anca. Similarly, a auitay of tha boa 
offke hill or the succasirful fOma Of 
1982. 1963 and 1964 claartyihowa 
that a now theme or a naw ktod of 


W omen oy tor nave gut u raw qcm 
in Hindi cinama Society offers 
no social or moral sanction to tha 
wesiarniscd woman (Sarveka in 5hn* 
man Shrimati, Pattbar ki Ukatr). 
the assertive woman (Tina in SouteOi 
Poona:<i in Tan Kasam. Rati in Max- 
door. Kishta Kugai Ka. Shabana in 
Thodi si Bawafaai, sic ), the fsllsn 
woman (Rekha in Pram Tapasye, 
Maati Mangev Khoon, Sliabana in 
£> 0 Mr; Dulhsn, Mandi eic ). the othet 
woman (Parveen in Veh Sas 
dikaoyan, hmiia in Anh^ Rekha in 
SiJsilo, Sareeka in Crihapravaah). 
Those ore all transgressors of the 
moral Isw and can only be accepted 
back into the fold oftar they have 
sought pardon from their guardians 
and have pledged to rvfrain from all 
further rrensgrcsslons. The only 
movies where women have managed 
any kind of infringement of the so- 
called moral codo with impunity are 
Ek Baar r/iirv.'hero the woman walks 
out on an in.'^enucc husband unlike 
ShiimanShnoisti, 6warp ,Sarak and 
others where tho virtue of the woman 
lay in crying to adjust with boorish, 
drunkard husbands; Arth where the 
woman refuses in accept an adulter¬ 
er husband unlike Yeh Saidt'keeyan 
and Ek Hi Dhoof. Suhah^ where a 
woman walks out irn a consorvstive 
family realising that when it comes 
to a question of choice, her role as a 
member of society more important 
ih»n her role as a wife and mother^ 
Mii.iUv Insoaf Chahi.vci v’herc the 
woman g<ies to court to fight for the 
legitimacy of her unh(»rn child: in* 
safif Kit Tarazu and hruo, where 
victims of rape do not commit suicide 
but cake revenge by picking up the 
threads of their life once again un* 
like so many other raped sisters of 
Kindi cinema for whom the only 
option left is, to either become the 
mistress of the rapist (Reena Roy in 
Jntehe) or to join the flesh trade 
(Geaia Khaiina in Shranr) or the 






Tom Nossiter assesses their petfonnonce and prospects 

O f bI) the constltutiontl wtrdly Labour or Coaaampva. 

arrangements that India in* India by contrast is infiniialy Dora 
herited from the British the complex. No mo can say «^athar» if 
most arbitrary —and India bed oparatad on some form of 
perhaps eha most aignificant—was proportional raprasantation. it would 
the electoral system: lin^ member have been betw or worse governed 
coDstiruencies and sun{Je majority but we can be sure ^bha 

voting. Whichever candidate gets the would have beM a different place. It 
most votes in a seat becomes MP is not to diminish Mr Rajiv Gaodhi*s 
even if be v she has far less than Si sldll as a campai^er, nor to mini* 
per cent of the poll. mise his appiaal £ai we should re* 

In Britain itself the system has led mind ourselves that in the t9d4 Indi- 
to some oddly democratic results: an elecnon—as in every one of Indi* 
twice since the war the party with a's general elections > "the percoa* 
most votes nationally has lost the cage of seats in the Lower House 
election and in the last election of bean no relation to the distribution 
19U Mrs Thatcher won an over* of votes In the country. In 19B4. 49 
whelming victory with only 43 per per cent of the popular vote has 
cent of the votes. But Britain—a^wt yielded 76 per cent or the seats in the 
from Northern Ireland—despite its Lok Sabha Had Punjab and Assans 
relative economic troubles is a un* gone to the polls the figures migbi 
ilid kingdom where the choice of nave been shaved a little. But when 
parties has long been straiihtfor* all caveats have been entered the 


fact remains that Rajiv Gandhi did 
win a bigger share of the vote than 
his famous mother or his iUustrioui 
grandfather. The opposition has 
Men even more savagely mauled 
than in 1980. Why, is the question 
that exercises the leaders of India’s 
Marxist parties who coUecrively form 
the largest opposition group in Par* 
liamont. Jr particular, how should 
the CPl(M). the premier Left party, 
react. 

The first thing to be said is that to 
have salvaged so much from the 
political holocaust was creditable. In 
terras of votes cast, the CP1(M} hos in 
fact more or less rutair.ed ittf six per 
cent share of the national vote. In 
Tripura, the CPI(M> held or to both 
seats; and In West Botigal the Left 
Front lost 12 ceats to reduce its share 
of the seats from 38 out of 41 in 1960 
to 26 out of 42 in 1964 with tha 
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poor have stayod with tbo Front 
pvtnon «ad ibe Marxitts have maia* 
tained their posirion in cha new bail 
ettabli^d after 1977 la Midna 
pore e xcept Contai—in Benkura, in 
ninilia and in North Benfal. For 
both programmatic and tactical 
reaaooa the Left Front hit coocen* 
trated in efforts on rural society at 
tha expense of the urban Industrial 
areas. If choices have to be made, the 
switch has proved a shrewd calcula* 
dofi. Even after the Lok Sabbe elec¬ 
tion setback, the Congressd) can 
only expect to win 120 of 294 Assam* 
Uy seats. 


CPI(M) coming down from 28 to 18. 
The Congress(]) on the other hand 
went up from four in 1980^ per¬ 
versely low figure for 3$ per cent of 
the poll—to 16. Last time round the 
Left Front secured S4 per cent of the 
poll; in 1984,49 per cent, the seme 
percentage as the Congrsss<I) in the 
state this rime^arrd the same as 
Congress(I| nsrionsfJy. 

The real haemorrhaging of suppoit 
for (he Marxist left, however, is in 
Kerala. There the Congreseled Un¬ 
ited Democratic Front woo 17 of the 
state's .20 seats and with a little more 
care could have emulated the clean 
sweep achieved (against the national 
tide) in 1977. The CPI lost all its four 
seats including Trichur which it had 
held ever since I9S7 and Adoor 
which the party had occupied since 
I96l Of the 12 seats won by the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) in 1980 six 
had been held by the CPKM); in 1984 
the party won only one. Kotiayem— 
from thf* Kerala Congress (Mani). All 
Mitine .Dembers were beaten tndud- 
ioK (nv Politbursau member, Mr 
Baianandan, and in AUeppey, Mrs 
Su^heela Copalan. widow of the 
legendary A K. Copalan. 

What makes the Kerala result so 
(iispiriting for the LDP is that it is in 
the opposition. In a politically vola¬ 
tile state, governments are supposed 
to lose support; and Communists re¬ 
lish anti'governmeni agitation. 
Further the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) government has slipped 
on almost as many banana skins as 
tiiere are varieties of the fruit In 
Kerala. Yet the gap between the LDP 
and the UDF has grown between the 
1983 Assembly elections and 1964 
from one lakh to one million votes. 
Particularly interesting—and from 
the CP1(M)'8 standpoint, worrying— 
is the fact that Kervla has fallen into 
line with the country as a whole. The 
state which has consistently shown 
great electoral independence of 
mind horn 1957 and the first Com¬ 
munist victory through 1977 and 
1980 now appears part of the nation- 
ol political system. At least in West 
Bengal the Left Front can argu^-in 
pnv,(te—that une can reasonably ex- 
pt*c( some erosion of support by vice 
of being in government especially 
when in key respects one Is not 
in rmeU nwn house. The de¬ 
cline m '.ipport for the Left Front in 
Bangui between 1980 and 1984 is in 
fact five per cent. The electorate is 
not entirely the same—deaths, first 


K erala is quite another micier, 
The result is almost as bad as it 
appears. If there was an Assembly 
election tomorrow the ruling UDF'i 
uUy of seats would rise from 77 to 
113 of a total of 140. It is true that the 
toes of LDF votes In tween the per* 
iiwaentery elections of 1980 and 
1984 it some six per cent is not 
significantly different from the Left 
Front's low in West Bengal. But in 
Kerala the trend has long been down¬ 
wards. It is worth rembmbering that 
lo 1960 the united CPI wen 39 per 
cent of the Assembly poll against a 
formidable combination of vested in¬ 
terests. a determined Congress high 
commend end injections of forelw 
mooay. By 1982 the CPI(M). m 
effective heir to the old CPftmeneged 
oply 19 per cent, It was of course part 
of a front but even on a generous 
assessment of what constitutes a 
Marxist party, the Marxist vote 
■mounted only to 30 per cent. In 
Kerala, the Communists have not 
been losing old bases; they have 
Wn failing to establish new ones, 
The significance of the conrraitiag 
results in Kerala and West Bengal is 
obvious from the fact that Two-thir^ 
of the membership of the dominant 
Marxist party, the CPI(M), is concen¬ 
trated in Kerala <38 per cent) tod 
West Bengal (30 per cent). E.M.S. 
Namboodiriptd once said that avery 
vote recorded in favour of the Com¬ 
munist parQT was the vote of a soldier 
fighting for the proletarian ravolu- 
tion. On that basis the party bas 
experienced a minor setbau In Weet 
Bengal but is losing the war in 
Kerala. 

Why an the Communittx dofhg-so 
ba^ in Kerala? The state has al¬ 
ways been very different from any 
other Indian province. In the past itt 
uniquely hl^ levels of literacy 
served tbe Communist cause well, As 
early as the 1940i literacy was wide¬ 
spread among the poor and this un* 
doubredy faciUtatad a genuintly 
mambas^ movemenc. By 1947 vif 
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time young voters and ^abstainers— 
but the overall low of suppprt is only 
equivalent to cwo^d-e-half people 
in every hundred electors. The Con- 
gress<l) on tbe other hand has gained 
13 per cent, a figure which presum¬ 
ably must, therefore, have been top- 
up by electors who in 1980 voi^ 
for third force candidates like the 
Janata. Not all the results ere yet to 
hand but it is already dear that chare 
were rwo distinct forces at work: 
Indian and Bengali. AJUun^b West 
Bengal was to some extent insulated 
from tbe national mood, fhe country¬ 
wide factors were evident: tbe desire 
for ■ new start, fear for India's unity, 
and the appeal ol clean-limbed ai^ 
modest youth, So far as we can tell, 
women, young voten and Muslim 
proved especially susceptible. 

Tbe netional dimension wes, 
however, powerfully cross cut by the 
provincial. In the Comnuniscs' old 
heartland of the urban industrial 
south there were stunning losses for 
the CP1<M). Tbe Congress(I) never 
for a moment expected to win jadsv- 
pur, Dum Dua or Barreckpore. In¬ 
deed Che Congress(I) really had little 
organisation there at all^so poorly did 
it regard the proepec ts . Nor can the 
defeats be attributed to middle claai 
disillusionment wi^ the Left Front. 
Preliounary analysis suggests that 
the working class were almost as 
much affected by dissatisfaction with 
the provincial govenunent as tha 
lower middle class and the profes- 
sionaU. 

By contrast the results in the rural 
areas are much more heartening for 
the Left Front. Despite some shift of 
opinion among small fanners the 
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lually tvtry vitUge of any size had its 
reading room where the Communist 
party skilfully placed so many of its 
workers or sympathisers. The radical 
schoolteacher was equally impor* 
tant. Now the general literacy rate in 
Kerala is up to S9 per ceni^in West 
Bengal 40 per cent—bur that very 
literacy is working against the party. 
In the past the CPI successfully 
mobilised the underprivileged be> 
cause its message chimed with popu 
lar aspirations. Today the daily press 
magnifies the real and imagined fail> 
ings of the left from end to etid of the 
state; the cinema constitutes a kind 
of south Indian HoJlywnod. and re 
cently has produced films uf great 
cynjcism on politics; and now lelevi* 
iion is occupying leisure hours 

Education and public employinem 
have become avenues of sf>cial mobil¬ 
ity fur backward castes and com¬ 
munities. The late 1970s jiid the 
19611s have seen a resurgence of 
casta as opposed to class as the basis 
uf Kerala poliiio; and this has pre¬ 
sented all manner nf problems for 
the CommunisiN. at a theoretical 
level and m a tactical Iwvl. 

One powerful new factnr in the 
revival of caste and cummunicv in 
Kerain as channels of political action 
Is the impuct ui (lull vmplovmenl 
and expat rune rvinn lances This hav 
overniglir ti;nishirmeil Kerala into a 
materialisi siKieiy. At ans one time 
there are prnbHhIv nearly 200.000 
Keiuliles in the Middle Fast and the 
How ol liimJs has ceriainlv been Ks 
220 crores u vear and mav have been 
a good (leal more. Ilanllv a village in 
the state hus been untouched by 
lavish jm>derr houses, cars and the 
consumer goods uf «ni electronic age 
The impact js ihe mure profound 
Irecuuse its beneficiaries have l>een 
chieflv the formerly disadvantaged 
Muplahs. Hshavas and Ljiin Christ¬ 
ians. The once dominant Nair caste, 
reluctant to engage in manual work, 
have been lefi out. In communal 
terms the result is a measure of 
levelling nut of differences betw ‘en 
incomes. 

Among the new political forces 
provoked bv tlic.se changes the RSIs 
has gained a real fluid in Kerala. Its 
memlsershjp may be as much n< half 
that of the CPliM). Black money has 
alsM enlarged the scale of Luitopiion 
in politics end public life. While the 
Cummunist parties have more or loss 
maintained their traditiimal stan 
dards of prubiiy* the situeciun is 
highly problematic; Oulf money nut 
only contributes tu the moneti^^atiun 
of Kerala politics, it also erodes the 
parties' actual and potential baiies of 
support. And as class and caste be¬ 
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come more loosely related, (be 
CP1<M) faces a dliemma. Ideological¬ 
ly they are commirted to a cUas 
analysis of society. In the past ii was 
fair to equate «^ste and class when 
tackling such key issues as reserva¬ 
tion. Now is the gap widens between 
caste and class the parry finds itself 
tom between the expediency of sup¬ 
porting its notionally backward 
Ethava constituency and its doctrin¬ 
al purity. 

In the face of such trends m the 
political economy of Kerala it would 
have taken a remarkable party to 
hold the line. Certainly in some re- 
spMis the CPl(M) has gmunds for 
being pleased with its achievements: 
party membership has grown; the 
A.K. Copal an Centre has been con¬ 
structed; and tlie battle has been 
courageously fought with the more 
extreme communel forces. Nevenbe- 
less, the CR1(M> does seem to have 
surrendered iis begeo^i^y On the 
evidence ef the Percy's own reports it 
does not appear tu be well organised; 
It hav fallen down badly on educa¬ 
tion; and in this correspondent's 
view it has lost its sense ^ direction. 
Class analysis is honoured in the 
breach; and the Iasi 1960-61 Left 
Democratic government was the 
palest shadow of the first and famous 
Communi'.t guvernment. It was 
symptomatic that its collapse should 
have been precipitated by an inept 
handling of the law and order issue. 
If one adopts the parliameniary 
Toai^arid ilwre is no alternative in 
one cannot give such 
hostages to fortune as allowing the 
headload workers to hold the 20 per 
cent uf Kerala who live in pucca 
houses tu ransom. Jyoti Besu—wit¬ 
ness the fact that Calcutta is argu¬ 
ably the safest city for a tourist in the 
world—would not make such 
elementary mistakes. 

The picture in West Bengal though 
not without blemish is altogether 
different. Prom the late 1960s 
through to 1977 the West Bengal left 
went through fire; and when the Left 
Front went to the polls in 1977 it was 
with e cadre who had suffered deeply 
for their convictions and who could 


At Least in West Bani^al 
the Left Front can 
argu^^in 

private—that one ean 
reasonably expect 
some erosion of support 
by Wceof bein^ in 
government 


put before the electorate—esproail^ 
the rural voter—a 96*poin( prornin, 
me of substantial cbaraclur, notablv 
on land reform. TTie Luk Sahha rv 
suits in 1960 and the AssembU vlui- 
tion results in 1962 basically tlemonv 
traied a widespread confidence in a 
government which has systematical 
ly tackled the rural problem In the 
urban areas, as the recent electinn 
shows, the Left Front’i^ rerord was 
nowhere near so good. In pan ihis 
arises from a simple political chutcu' 
the power bese of West Bengal hex in 
the countryside. In part it arises lr<»rT> 
the brute economic facts of West 
Bengal's situation, the loss nf the 
East Bengal hinterland; old plant 
and machinery;’'and distance fioin 
markets. West Bengal has obvi«»u<ilv 
also suffered from some degree t>f 
Central neglect; and the Frnm’x puh- 
licaJ enemies have taken theii uppur- 
lunities to disrupt induxriul life 

However, the govermneiii\ own 
performance has nut been up to the 
mark. In transport, power and urlMii 
development the failures are real as 
well as beyond the state govern 
meat's control. 

The CPIfM) attributes some ol 
these problems to growth. l*afty 
membership has indeed incrcuH-d 
rapidly as has the membershjp ol 
mass organisations; but qunliiy roti' 
irol has not kept pace. How does one 
find 47.000 candidates in 1978 for the 
pancAayar elections in West BengHl 
when the party membership then 
was only around 30,000? How dcK^s <i 
small and elderly pohi bureau enpr 
with all the demands upon it? Mtm* 
can one free the son of talent ic 
quired to think through the problem 
of breaking out of the redouhis in 
Kerala and West Bengal when iiuMt 
ably all the talent availabU- a r« 
quired in those states^ 

Realistically ihr Marxist l^fi 
only proceed on the parliumc-nsuv 
road, slow and halting ihoogh thsu 
trek IS. Election result-: <iml gov 
ernmental peifurmancc are not the 
only indicators of the success <^f o lott 
movement in India; but it is hanl lo 
resist the conclusion that the West 
Bengal unit of the CPl(M) is inoie 
vindicated by events since 1977 and 
by the Lok Sabha poll than Kerala 

counterpart Wiihool the Left Front 
government's record surely West 
Bengal would also have been swept 
aloft by the Rajiv Spring tide. Nu 
friend of India could nut but wish 
India's Prime Minister success but at 
least the Communists' conception of 
(he good society will stand in Kharp 
contrast to that pursued by Mi (Ian 
dhl. if his vision Is not fulfilled. 

a 







The Left: An Uncertain Future? 


Not if Jt becomes a broad movement with a coherent orientation, writes Bipan Chandra 


E ver since the emerfeoce of 
che Left es a eodaJ force in 
India in che Ute 1920$, its 
future hes IcMked bright. 
There have been special sunny 
patches in (he left's long history 
during 1933-41, 1945-47, 1952-59, 
1967.71 when a breakthrough occur¬ 
red or looked imminent. Its achieve 
menti in giving e refomiii and Left 
turn to nationalist forces in the 19309 
and in helping keep India on an 
independent, democratic, secular 
and reformist course after independ¬ 
ence have been of a very high order. 
In pose-Independence India, condi¬ 
tions of OKU erne poverty, in^ualiry. 
injustice, social oppression, inhuman 
eaploitation, bureaucratic inefficien¬ 
cy and corruption, widespread com- 
munahsm and caste oppression, des¬ 
truction of nature and environment, 
etc., hove created a permanently 
favourable toil for the growth (rf the 
Left. Increasingly, since the early 
1930$. the people and the intel¬ 
ligentsia have been oriented towards 
socialism. 

Yet. there have been prolonged 
periods of seibacks and stagnation. 
Today, as India changes before our 
eyes, as it prepares to enter the 21 si 
ccntuiy, as the old feeders of the 
Left, entrenched for decades have 
passed or are passing away, though 
the poverty and oppression are still 
with us. a question mark has been 
raised around the fate of the Left: 
Has it e future? And many political 
Indians—some with glee and others 
with sadness~are even expressing 
tJie feeling that the Left may get 
marginalised in Indian politics as has 
already happened in the USA, the 
Scandinavian countries, and in Mex¬ 
ico and to a certain extent in Britain 
and West Germany. 

But (he question cannot be 
amwered astrologically or in the ab> 
street. Its answer depends on what 
the Left does in the coming few 
years. The fears can prove right if it 
does not make a sharp break with its 
approaches and politics of the past 
Above alL iis future depends on its 
capacity to understand the changing 
Indian reality and the moods of the 
people. 

In the past, too, it has missed 
opportunities and, therefore, a 
bright future. In the course of the 
nationalist movement, the leaders 
and followers of the Left made berak 
sacrifices, loiJed hard in chg cause of 
nationalism, aod earned the reputa- 


CioD of bei^ the most uacompromia- 
iog of anu-imperulut fighters. But 
the Left, as a whole*, except for some 
of the socialists and to some extent 
Jawaharlal Nehru, failed to evolve a 
correct relaiionabip with the actual, 
existing nationalist movement led by 
the Congress and Gandhi. Aod. coa- 
aequcotly, ii remained a minor, 
though not insignificant, force 
among the people. 

After independence. India entered 
a period of democratic and self- 
reliant. though capitalist, davelof^ 
men(. The presence of che Left^^nd 
fear of its resurgence->ptayed an 
imponant role in keeping India on 
the right track in several areas of 
life, for example, foreign policy, civil 
liberties, secuLahsm, and a measure 
of land reforms, especially in regions 
where Left-led peasant movements 
were strong. But once again the Left 
failed to grasp the changing reality; 
it took some cd the parties on the left 
nearly eight years to even recognise 
the fact ^ India’s becoming fr^ in 
1947. The Left’s politics got in¬ 
creasingly distanced from reality. 
While (be socialists gradually faded, 
the Communiiis entered long 
periods of debate and division. Con¬ 
stant political opportunities came 
che Left’s way; aod there were el- 
%vays fresh accretions of members 
and followers. But often the old ones 
left and the party stagnated. 

Which are some of the areas of life 
and politics that (he Left has to 
rethink if ii is to open the way to a 
brighter future? One major lesaon of 
the last 60 years, reemphasised once 
again by the recent elections, is that 
the Left needs to come to terms with 
the process of the nation-in-ihe- 
making and with nationalism. Be¬ 
cause of the prolonged colonial rule 
and the constant threats of foreign 
penetratioD and neocolonialisation, 
nationalism has a different meaning 
in the ex-colonies than it bad in (be 
European context. Here it is not 
merely or even primarily a bourgeois 
phenomenon or the ideological 
flex of bourgeois interests. Here it 
does not reflet the befogging of the 
people's minds by bourgeois ideol<^ 
gy; it reflects the correct grasp of an 
imponant aspect of the re^ty by che 
people. 

A correct grasp of this aspect 
would enable the Left to reconsider 
its attitude cowards such problems as 
centre-state relatione. It would atao 
enable ii (o see m a clearer perspec¬ 


tive (he role of an uncomproniidag 
political and ideologicml struggle 
^gainst communalisro anil rajrtriim 
a struggle which tba Left has neg¬ 
lected for many years now and whi^ 
it alone has the ideological capacity 
10 wage. 

The Left has also to coma in terns 
with a civil libertarian and democra¬ 
tic polity. Such a polity ii not just 
another polity to which civil liberty 
and parliamentary democracy have 
been added. It is not enough to see it 
as a class policy plus democracy. It is 
not ^nou^lo see it as a bourgeois 
democracy. Despite its dess content, 
it involves e historical leap. The 
doctrine of the sovereignty of che 
people and the rights of free speech 
and press and organisation and asso¬ 
ciation, including the right to form 
trade unions and kisen ssbhas, mein 
e besic change in the rulee of politic¬ 
al behaviour. 

The Left has got to work out the 
full implications of political work In 
such a polity. It can be helped by the 
study of the rich European experi¬ 
ence in this respect. But it still has to 
make its own, original effort, for the 
Left in Europe has also not been able 
to find an answer so fer. And the 
experience of autboriterian Tsarist 
Russia or Kuominiang China or 
Batista's Cuba has or\]y a limited 
value. 

U nfortunately, with rare excep¬ 
tions, the Left in Indie hes failed 
to even pose the problem. It has got 
itself repeatedly bogged down in 
problems posed in ebscract such as 
revolutionary versus non- 
revolutionary path, violent versus 
non-violent means, parliimentary 
path versus turned struggle, and so 
on. But the reel problem wet, end is, 
what does it mean to be revolution¬ 
ary in the context of the India of 
to^y? Electoral and parliamentary 
politics can lead to absorption or 
co>cpudon of the Left, but th^ 
cannot be bypassed; nor are they to 
be encompassed by the (redittonal 
notion of usiag them as mere forums 
of propaganda and measures of the 
Left's scren^. They have to be seen 
as the pohtica] ebagaeis through 
which social trantformetion is to be 
brought about. Worked one way, the 
dvU libertarian policy can lead lo the 
perporuatioo of tbe social structure; 
worked another way, it opens tbe 
path ro social craniformetim. 

One thing is, however, deer. Use 






$UM>AYSPEaAL 


(&diaii p«opl« wUl not accept the 
Left unlWi it is cleerl; teen m a HhD 
chwnpioa of deoiocncy. mcluding iti 
M>urgeoif veriion. SocUiitt deBoaa* 
cy muse appear as an advance over 
existing democracy and not as its 
negation. The Left mutt distinguish 
here between the oJd, Cold War 
anti'Commumn propaganda and 
day’s demands by the people that the 
Left should show full understandiag 
and appreciation of the deswerade 
system and incorpmte it in their 
day*tO'day functioning, especially is 
states where it comes to power. 

The need to understand the 
ing Indian reality and the impart* 
lives of working within a democratic 
polity point to the neea for certain 
innovations in certain other fields. 
For one. the role of intellectuals has 
to be perceived differently. I refer to 
their role and not attitude towards 
<hem. The latter has. of course, to 
change, for a certain negative arti* 
tude towards them has developed in 
the last few years. But even at its 
best, (he Left has seen inteUeccuals 
as merely an important social and 
pnlitical stratum which is an Impor* 
tint part of its social base. Its ocher 
role is to act as the propagator of 
socialist thought and Left parties' 
programmes. But (he role of intellec* 
(uals as Che interpreters of reelity 
has been usually ignored. This latter 
role has been assigned to the party 
leaders. It has been performed with 
some success by leaders like Lenio 
and Mao. This was for two reasons; 
These were exceptional individuals 
and the reality they interpreted was 
relatively simple. 

India (and. perhaps, the world) of 
today does not possess such leaders 
and its reality is extremely complex. 
It can no longer be grasped without 
intense intellectual effort. Nor can 
the lacuna be made up by collective 
leadership embodied in a central 
committee whose membership is 
often engaged in time^onsuming 
day*t(vday organisational tasks and. 
what is more important, lacks the 
technical competence to grasp the 
complex soyiai. cultural, econonuc 
and political realities. Today, this 
lacuna can be made up only by teams 
of intellectuals who are trained for 
the task and who, at the same time, 
possess the requisite social outlook 
and coounitment. In other words, the 

intellectuals need to be seen os 
thinkers of the movement along with 
the Left party leaders. Many should, 
perhaps, even be absorbed in the 
higher organs of the Left parties as is 
now the case In Italy and to a certain 
extent in Prance and Britain. 

This is not to deny the creativity of 
the masses in political motion. That 


is also basic. But this creehviry can¬ 
not reveal itself, cannot concretise 
its recults on its own or in an imman* 
ent fashion. Evan to benefit freun it. 
even to 'realise' it. it has to be 
grasped by an intellectual effort 
Indian people have been quite erte* 
civa in tbeir poliisca; quite often they 
have been creative under Left lead 
ership. But the Left leaders have 
failed to analyse end, therefore, be¬ 
nefit from the creativity of the mas 
ses active under iheir own lead¬ 
ership. The requisite intellectual 
effort has been missing. 

One aspect of this failure has been 
the absence of any serious analysis of 
the Left's own past or present poll* 
tics. Past politics have been often 
denounced after they have proved 
failures in practice, but they have 
seldom been analysed. Nor have the 
successes been studied. There is no 
serious history of the growth of the 
•ocialuls during the late IfMOs and 
early 19S0s. nor of the Communist 
grot^ in Kerala and Bengal or ear¬ 
lier in Andhra. Similarly, the experi¬ 
ence of the Left Prom government in 
Bengal, oow in its ei^ih year, re¬ 
mains unstudied. So ic^ as elections 
are won. this experience will be 
celebrated. If they are ever lost, it 
will be denounced. 

The Left in Kerala at Ben^l would 
have benefited immensely if it had 
studied the experience the Con¬ 
gress govenunencs in the provinces 
duriAg 1937*39. Tbe eiqwrieace was 
very much akin to theirs and bad a 
lot to teach, if approached with 
honility and not seen in the main as 
a compranise by the Congress with 
unperialistx, capitalists and land, 
lords. One reason for the failure to 
take a critical look at the Left gov* 
emments* experiences id Bengal. 
Kerala and Tripura and the denun¬ 
ciation as anti*Conimu]iist of those 
who would try to do so from outside 
the Left parties' rankt has been the 
feer of waging one’s dirty linen in 
public. But isn't it better to do so 


ueeself and to ask one's friends ro do 
so. retber than have the job dune by 
hostile forces or leave it undone? 
During 1937*39, Gandhi, Nehru. Sub* 
hash Chandra Bose and the Socialists 
and Communists constantly evalu* 
aied and entioiseU the doings of the 
Congress ministries auite publicly. 
No barm came to ihe national move* 
ment from this. Rather it improved 
the functioning of the ministries and 
enhanced the prestiRe of the move* 
ment and Its leaden. 

There is, then, also the need to 
encounge fresh and creative think 
ing and open debate. No tinkering 
with past poLrics will do. Nur will 
Any amount of repair. And it is 
precisely here that a major weakness 
of the Left has lain. Not a single new 
idea has emerged on the l.«fi /or the 
last decade or two. The naxalites. 
who made the effort, merely par* 
roted other people's slogans and 
cried in vain, though heroically, to 
ape nther people's practices. Some of 
the new Left do thv same—and ofi<>n 
they are not even able to see through 
the old. right-wing wine served ui 
new, left bottles. 


T his weakness is revealed by the 
fact that it^ <he lest lew years the 
world of Marxism, in the re.vlm^ of 
theory as welt as practice, has been 
stirred by a whole tange of profound 
debates; but the Indian Left has 
contributed nothing to them. Even 
the issues raised hy Euio- 
Communism were dismissed as re¬ 
visionist, though India was the only 
country where the Communist had 
exercised political power in the 
etetes under peril? mentary democra¬ 
tic conditions. Similarly, the Indian 
Left's contribution to the problems 
of Third 'A'orld development has 
bean nil. even though India has had 
rich experience, both positive and 
negative, in developing an in depen* 
dent economy and a democratic poll* 
tieal structure in an ex colonial 
society. 
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The Left should also ponder over 
the problem of evolvinft a parrv 
structure ihae is responsive ru the 
needs of the present Indian society. 
Can the left parties prasp (he social 
reality, analyse their vvm expen* 
ence» evolve correct political 
strategy and tactics, and win the 
confidence of all strata of Indian i 
people without openness of informs- ' 
(ion and debate within their own ' 
ranks? In other words, W it not time | 
to ar least question whether not only 
the distorted Stalinist model evolved [ 
in the 19^s hut even the original 
Leninist mudel nf a democratic cen- 
iral»i party is suitable to the pre 
seni day needs uf building a parly 
dcvoied ro und capiible of tunvWm- 
ing society? And can today such a 
party be consritnied basically by a 
bond of whole-time cadrv paid and. 
tlierelure, controlled from the top? 

And what does it mean to claim 
success or failure for the la^fi? First 
of all, the Left must emerge a$ the 
hearer of an alternative social de¬ 
velopment. It must represent an 
niternarive social vision and not just 
an xlierniirivc party or guvernmeni 
This means that it ennnot have a ' 
peneru) jlllonce with any parry rhai 
stands fur capitalist development. 
And it can certainly not work nr ally 
with the right wing panics standing 
for reactionary version^ of capitaliM 
developRioni 

But the Left's task is nut exhausted 
bv standing out as a virtuous revolu 
tmnary alternative which will cap¬ 
ture power one day when Ihe |H-ople 
vote for it or rise in an armed upns 
mg under its leadership. It must 
struggle fur influencing existing de* 
velopment in the direciiun ol itsowrr 
vision. This means fighting foi re¬ 
forms. not merely to expose* the rul* 
ers and ihv social system but to 
actuallv realise them in practice. It 
means posing concrete alternatives 
and imi promising what it will do 
when II comes lo powi-r. A few histur- 
K'ol cXiimph s nuv Ih' given. Tho U*ft 
was largely rc.sporisible m the 1930s 
foi I Ik- Nuiional Congress jci|iiii ing a 
ia<lii\d ^orio-vconomic coiiicnt. In- 
sTc-acI of i laiming this a< a ixmtive 
Icnturv. inanv in ihe la.’ft acted as 
uiiping critics of the Congress tor. 
not going turtliei. In I be early 19.?0s. 

I he Let I jnuvenieiil compt-Ik-d the 
coMiiimcni Ml ihc 1‘UPSl sidle? und 
111 U'lengana (r> pass ami implemeni 
i.idical acranaii legislauoii. But by 
,ISM rung tliai (his legisl.it ion wav 
bogus, I he I.eli smn iidervd the um- 
scH|ucnt (Xditical giH»d\Yrllto i he Con 
Uivss. 1 1 has been pointed «hii hv me 
rlnil ihv I.eM ho> f>i*en a ma^or ml lit* 
c'lice in India niaiikiatiiiiigot develop- 
_jHftiiiiini* i>f us jHisiiise ft-aliocs. Hut 


it hv not seen this influence as a 
part of irs success and therefore <it 
the possibilities of lU own future.. 

The Left has also to escape some of 
its recent shibboleths. For example, 
the notion that because it is weak in 
many pans of the country, it must 
help develop an opposition, whatev* 
er Us character. The Socialists com* 
mitted harakiri in adopting >h jf view 
during the 19S0s and 1960$. In recent 
years, the Communists have taken up 
ihe theme uf ending the OAe*party 
monopoly uf power by developing an 
alternative or an opposition. But Is 
the iwu-party system at all favour¬ 
able to (he Left except where the 
Left forms the second force, the 
alternative? Even a cursory reading 
of politics in other countries as well 
as in India would show that the 
opposite is the case. In Britain and 
L'SA. there is no monopoly of one 


The Indian people will 
not accept the Left 
unless it is clearly seen 
as a firm ohamplon of 
democracy, including 
its bourgeois version. 

Socialist democracy 
must appear as an 
advance over existing 
democracy and not as 
its negation. 


party; the two-party system prevails 
and there is regular alterna*iiig of 
political power among the two. The 
Communists act* marginalised for de¬ 
cades in the two nmniiies and even 
the Labour Fartv left does not know 
how in escape the firm grip of the 
logic of the (wu-party system. On the 
other hand, the only European coun¬ 
try where the Left has succeeded in 
booming a force is Italy where one- 
pariy rule hA existed since 1944. In 
France, where (he Communist Party 
w*as quite strong when one'party rule 
prevailed, it is gradually getting mar* 
gmalisod with the emergence of the 
(WO party system. This is also (he 
case tij India. In Punjab, Jammu and 
Kavhmir, Tamil Nadu and Andhra, 
the strong Left presence has been 
niatginalised as the two-party system 
has emerged. On the other hand, the 
Left is strong in Kerala. West Bengal 


and Tripura where the Left emerged 
as the second, alternative force 

This is particularly the case where 
regionalism, casteism and com* 
munalism are concerned. They are 
harmful to national unity and in* 
cegraiion and to the stability of the 
stare. But they can still provide fuoc* 
tional politics to the existing sociel 
structure. But they are deadly to the 
Left. Idealism and emotion around 
them take the place of idealism and 
emotion around the ideals of social* 
ism and social justice. They are much 
more of an alternative to the left 
than to the forces of status quo. NTR 
or Akaliv. not to speak nf the BJP and 
Muslim League, have eroded, and 
will erode, the Left in a very basic 
manner. 

In the end. n may be pointed out 
that the Left*^ growth as a hegemonic 
force in any country depends above 
all on its capaciiv to assume the 
leadership of social Jevelupmenr as a 
whole. It has to become the leader of 
society as a whole. In the narrowai 
sense, this means the Left taking up 
every aspect of social development 
as part of ns activity, from improve* 
ment in education, spread nf scien- 
iific temper and advances in science 
and lechnology, to every aspect of 
culture, to fight cgainst the caste 
system, to independence, iiiregrity 
and security of (be nation and rhe 
nation s(aie. People should once 
again learn to look up to the Loft 
where each and every progressive 
cause affecting suciery ii, concerned. 

At a vrider level, this means that 
the Left has tu be a party which is 
simultaneously a movement. It has to 
plttv the non of role ihrti the Naiiunal 
Congress played l>efore IS47, and 
acxiime M»m#* of lis 'in'Ctural fea¬ 
tures with, of couTsu, the difference 
that the laiter fought for freedom 
and the former must fight for social¬ 
ism even while defending freedom. 
This means that like the pre* 
indei^ndeiice Congress, the Left has 
to accommtfdaie nil ibo->e desirous of, 
and willing to work for. basic social 
changes. There will he contentions 
among differeni trends: but they will 
work together even while each tries 
to convert others to its point of view. 
There will be opennesa, even while 
there is a minimum of necessary 
discipline. There will be prestigious 

leader*, even while there k scope for 
oppo&ing and displacing some. 

The l^ft has a i^eat future if it 
becomes a broad movement with a 
coherent orientation; ir will be in* 
creasingly marginalised if it fails to 
adapt itself to the needs of the Indian 
sociu*political development and re* 
mains divided Into increasingly cota* 
rihed parties and gioups. 


waWAf f. uowi >M 





CPI(M) leader E.M.S.Ncunboodiripad told Sunday 

Q f n0 p0rform$ncf of tho Uft Hms $Up that th^ Left Front goi 
been niaonble in the Jest elec~ wan nf MMtmnr ^ 


^been mieorable in rJte Jest eiec~ 
tions though the vote benk has not 
been substentieUy eroded Whet do 
you think h the reason? 

A: I do not t^ree ther our perform* 
encfl'hn been 'mieereble.* In feet, 
the Left pertiee heve done better 
than the bourgeois opposition par* 
ties. 

Q: In West Bengal your party is in 
poirer end in Kerala in the dpposi- 
thn. You have feUed in both the 
roles at the renUts signify. Has the 
party taken JDetrufvr to bring about 
better administration in West Bengal 
and to function as a more active 
opposition in JCeraia? 

A; Success or failure in an election 
should not be Judged on the basis of 
winning seats, ^era are several 
other factors which have their im* 
pact on the future ol poUtical parties. 
To take a few instances, the Con* 
munist Party failed ^niserabty’ in the 
1946 elections even in states like 
Bengal, Kerala and A? where the 
party was vary strong. Similarly, the 
entire opposition suffered a defeat in 
1971 but could defeat the Congress 
in 1977. Again, tba Congress cane 
back to power in 1980. On the eve of 
the recent elections, i.e., just before 
Indira Gandhi was assassinated, a 
leading figure in the Congress made 
the rablic dedararion chat the party 
might not secure a majority and on 
that ground suggested that the pre¬ 
sent system should be changed to 
elected Presidents or elected Prime 
Ministers. These chenges in the for¬ 
tunes of political parties ere inherent 
in the situation. 

Q: The defeat of Suseefe Gopalan 
in Aiieppey was particularly sur¬ 
prising. 

A: t do not understand why you 
should be surprised. Our party was 
earlier defeated in AUeppey, for inst¬ 
ance, in 1977, 1971 and so on. 

Q: In Kerala, why is it that the 
party did not raise any issues and 
fight on that as the leading opposi¬ 
tion party? fa it because of an ageing, 
indirfereat letdership? The malad- 
minismtioa of the UDF, for inst¬ 
ance... 

A: We did raise the issues of 
maladministration, repression, cor¬ 
ruption, on the part of the UDF. But 
the eleciioB b^g for the Lok Sebha 
and takiu place immediately after 
the asaaametion of Indira Gandhi It 
was national Isauas that ware hid^* 
lighted. 

Q: htef ebeervert feel that t^ 


slap that the Left Front got in Kerala 
was because of the bleuni communal 
pofrrjcs that you Mtow. You pui up, 
as an exception, a bright youeg Hin¬ 
du candjdere. Suresh Kurup. in Kot- 
tayam, a Christian bastion, and he 
won convincingly. Wasn't that a 
signal? 

A I reject (he suggestion (her we 
are following blatsni communal poli¬ 
tics. In Konayam, you will be in¬ 
terested 10 note, we got the votes of 
(he substantial sections of Christians 
in whet you call e communal bastion. 
If at ell It IS e signal it shows that 
even the bastions of any perticuiar 
community are not as vulnerable as 
one thou^t. 

Q: What will be the party's attitude 
towards the new government? 

A; Our attitude is tha same as It 
was to aarlier Congress governments 


SuooMs or failure in an 
alaotion should not bo 
Judfod on tho basio of 
winning ooato. Thoro 
an sOToral other 
faotoro whlohbaTo 
their impaot on the 
future of polltloal 
parUee...ne entire 
oppoeition euffbred a 
defeat In 1971 but oould 
defeat the Congreee in 
1977 


which meanr first, bask opposition 
since it is a government of bourgeois 
leodlord classes end therefore pur¬ 
sues anti-people policies; second, 
cooperadoo on those issues of fore¬ 
ign policy where the government 
adopts correct polkiee together with 
criticism of an oppoaitioo to policies 
which are wrong; ri)ird>indepeadeni 
mobilisation of tba people on the 
basis of political policies which 
strengthen the non-aligned move¬ 
ment- . 

Q: Whet is the partjH view of the 
spy scandal? At least two comaunist 
bhc countries were invoived in it. 

A: Espionage is an incagrel part of 
the state regardleaa of wheth»its a 
capitnlitt or sodaliit sute. That ii 
w^ it has become the nomal prac¬ 
tice of all capitalist and sodtUet 
states to declare these peepla para^ 


nee non grata when they ere caught 
in the act. The point of relevance for 
us now is the fact that it has been 
going on In our country for the last 
duarcer century without any effec¬ 
tive steps being leLen egainst it. This 
is a matter of serious concern for 
every patriotic Indian. 

Q: Are (here any unity e//orrs with 
CPI tit the offing? 

A: The unity of action, including 
electoral unity, has been developing 
arid IS I continuing process. Whenev. 
er there are problems due to which 
unity cannot be maintained we try to 
resolve them though we heve not 
succeeded everywhere. Beyond this 
there is no proposition for unity in 
the sense of merger since the reasons 
for which we splii still continue 
* Q: The CPJ(M) has never bothered 
ro groom $ second line of leadership. 
Could thet be one reason for the 
slackness in your party both in West 
Bengel and Kerala? 

A: As a matter of fact we heve been 
and are continuing to train end de¬ 
velop not only the second, but the 
third line of leadership as well. You 
can see this if you look at the com¬ 
position of our party’s committees at 
all levels. It is. however, true thet 
while developing younger comrades 
we utilise the services of experi¬ 
enced cadre though advanced in 
years, who are capable of distherg- 
ing their responsibilities. 1 also deny 
tha assumption of ’slackness' in our 
party. 

Q: Will you continue to be allied 
with the All India Muslim League? // 
ir suits you will you align with parries 
like the iTeraie Congress end NDP? 

A: Our alliance with the AIML. as 
with the united ML earlier, is based 
on (heir coopera lion with us in the 
struggle ageiost the Congress; e com¬ 
mon programme which is accepted 
by them and us; our freedom of 
BctioD in relation to the struggle 
against religious obscurantism and 
cooununaJ separatism on which they 
may no t agree with u i. As an instance 
of the latter, the AIML differs with 
us on the question of Muslim person¬ 
al lew on which they carry on prop- 
agande which is in opposition to ours. 

The AIML has not, up to now, ex¬ 
pressed anv desire to depart from 
chase basic principles. As for the 
other parties the question does not 
ariM BOW since they are in the Con- 
grasi camp and since they insist on 
thalr religious obscurantism, caste 
aaparatiam and so on. 
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A Forty Year Blitz 


A volume to commemorate four decades 0/Blitz 


O n 12 D«c«mb«r 1940, three 
meo ut erouiid ■ tiblc at 
the Weyiide Inn. e ret* 
Citurant near the Fieri Pouft' 
lain area of toudi Bombay. Nearby, a 
group of Congreti MOVgra/iit who 
were marching to the Coand] Mall 
were being ]athi>cbarged. The air 
Wit filled with the thouts of the 
Mtyafrahir and the muffled blow* of 
the Bhtiah policemeB*! truncheont. 
One of the men leaned forward. 
**>^0111 how do we name the baby?* 
he aaked. Seeing the heiitascy of the 
othert, he continued, "Why not Blia? 
It epliomitet the spirit and purpote 
of the paper we are planolAi.* The 


other two were in full agreement. 
Outside, the British bed bUn for^ 
10 beet e retreat by the sheer number 
of the seiyagrvhis, end the three 
sitting in the restaurant coiild now 
hear uie Cengrtstmsn*s eoices raised 
in song. It was like a benediction. 
BUa soon became one of the most 
influential nevrspapers of its tine, 
and is still going strong in in fourth 
6ic$i6€. 

All the three men around the teble 
that fateful ereniog—Diokar Nad* 
kaml, Benjamin Guy Homiaan (who 
propo se d the name) and Rusiy Khur* 
shedjee Karanjia ■w er e to be eesoci* 
tied with Biia for the reet of their 


lives, but none more eo thso the last 
named, Ruuy Karanjia, who hee 
been the peper*s editor lor over 40 
years, and remains one of the meet 
charismatic Indian joumalirts on the 
scene today. 

The story of the christening of BUtr 
is just Me of the many fascinating 
tales that are recounted in Pour 
Fighting flecedes, e complletion of 
the best of Blia, Written by Homi 
Uistry, a member of the Biits team 
for nearly 35 years, the volume is in 
tabloid form, peppered with drama* 
tic headlines, tUuetrttions, cartoons 
and pictures culled from over 2,000 
issues of BUa. The cover has been 
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and drawn by tba inimit* 
ible M.F. Husain, and depicts his 
impression of the psyche of the man 
who is responsible for Biiti's distinc¬ 
tiveness, R.K. Karanjia. 

Characteristically, Karanjia's in¬ 
troduction to journalism was throu^ 
a controversy, aichou|h a self- 
genarated one. Fuelling a debate 
that was raging about Hollywood 
films, Karanjia, (hen a young gradu* 
ata from Bombay’s WUson College, 
sent a letter to the Times of India 
expressing his opinion. When this 
was published, the emboldened 
young men wrote three more letters, 
ail under assumed names and all 
expressing contradictory points of 
view. All these letters were pub* 
lished by the Times as well. When 
Ivor Jehu, then deputy editor of the 
rimes, met Karanjia by chance at a 
party and came to know the truth, he 
was at first annoyed, and then asked 
Karanjia to meet him at hii office the 
next day as ha liked his spirit and 
style of writing. Karanjia was offered 
a proofreader’s job which he 
acepted. It did not take him long to 
become subeditor and then corres* 
pendent. 

He was subsequently sent to Lon* 
don to serve as en apprentice with 
the Evening Standard. However. 
Karanjia*s restlessness was begin * 
ning to surface and he now began to 
JisUke the staid and official style of 
journalisni being practised by the 
Timex and the Standard in those 
days. One of the early influences on 
him in tondon was that of Hugh 
Cudiipp. editor of the Daily Mirror, a 
tabloid whose style was closer to 
Karanjia's heart. (Cudllpp later 
wrote the famous Published and be 
/damned, which whs to become the 
unofficial motto of Blifr}. 

Back in India. Karanjia left the 
Trmex and joined the Sunday Stan¬ 
dard as deputy editor, later becom¬ 
ing editor. His next job was as editor* 
in-chief of the Morning Standard. 
which he intended to make the coun 
try’s first tabloid daily. But various 
managerial and financial crises 
forced him to resign; he also had 
reason to feel that the proprietors 
lacked a dear editorial policy. Along 
with a group of other staffers who 
also left the Morning Standard and 
under the guidance of Guy (’Guv- 
’nor’) Horniman, he started Blits. 

On 1 February 1941, the first issue 
of Blin hit the stands. It was de 
signad as a weekly tabloid with 20 
pagas and coat one anna (six paiae). 
The initial capital was just Rs 3.000 
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and the entire paper had to be set by 
hand. Very often, (he young editor 
and members of his staff would rush 
to (he press to help the compoaitors 
set a paragraph or so ro help com¬ 
plete a page. Bu* the very first print 
order of 10.000 copies fell short of 
the demand, and a further print run 
of S.00O copies was rushed tbiough. 

Blita’s early policy was lu cham¬ 
pion the cause of anti-imperial ism 
and nationalism and to give 
wholehearted support to popular 
movements 'All for the people’ be¬ 
came the papcT's crusading slogan, 
end this was, forty years later, to be 
reflecied in the muttu of the group’s 
latest newspaper. The ihiffy 'We're 
on your Mde.' In its first editorial, 
Bhr/emphasised, 'We have no axe to 
grind—only vours.’ This theme was 
repeatedly sircvwd and simiii won fur 
the paper widespread support 

One uf the earliest battles that 
6/iu fought was (or the acquittal of a 
gurdener who had been wrongly ac¬ 
cused. A Mrs Crawford had wniten 
to the paper in Nevember 1941 tnai 
the mall who was responsible for 
rending the garden attached to her 
bungalow had been falsely accused, 
in her opinion, and .sen tensed to six 
months' imprisonment on th «-1 harge 
of brewing iPisit liquor On investi¬ 
gating (he case, Bhtz reporters sus¬ 
pected that a person who stayed in 


an outhouse attached to the hunga* 
low was more likely to be the actual 
culprit. Bliti published the latter 
prominently and in an editorial note, 
appealed for lawyers to arrange for 
the eaali's defence. Within hours of 
publication, half a dosan lawyers 
offered their services. Initially, the 
mail was released on bail and ulti¬ 
mately, (he Bombay High Court re¬ 
versed the lower court’s verdict, ac* 
quilting (he malt honourably. 

In a more serious case, BUrt, and 
especially Karanjia, was vociferous 
in demanding a reversal of the judg- 
meni of hanging that had been im¬ 
posed on K P.R. Gopalan, a Congress¬ 
man. Gopalan had been sentenced on 
suspicion uf causing the death by 
stoning of a pulice officer during a 
lathicharge on a meeting of peasants, 
called by the local unit of the Con* 
grass On the initiative of Blin, a 
mammoth public meeting was orga* 
nised at Chuwpatty to protest the 
sentence. Hn&ters displayed there 
reed. ’G<ipalan must not hang.* Even 
Jawaharlal Nehru, in a message to 
Karanjia. backed the paper's stand 
end offered his full support. Ulti* 
maiely the British government had to 
bow to public pressure and the sent* 
cnce was commuted to one of life 
imprisonment. 

Not Thai the pages of Bhn re* 
niained confined to local affairs. 
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The 5.575 Km long Mahatma 
Gandhi Setu. the main link 
between North and South 
Bihar, is (he longest river 
bridge in the world. While 
conafructing it. Mr Bhagal had 
to keep two important things 
in mind. 

The Bridge had to cater to 
a discharge of 1,13.300 mV 
second with navigational 
facilities. It had to be de8igr>ed 
fora live Load’ of class ’70R’' 
or two lanes of class "A” 
whichever gave the severest 
effect. As in the past, he found 
the desired structural support 
In Tiscon—the superior 
ribbed reinforcing bar from 
Tata Steel. Let us find out from 
him why he chose Tiscon. 

It's t^ rtb patlem that 
makes all the difference.*' 

'Actually, before deciding 
on a particular steel, we test it 
at our own laboratories. And 
Tiscon has always given us 


Thatli wSy VM decided 
to ine it for the woi1d% 

•-• • e—tJ ee 

iOn9Mi nw DnOps* 

^ f \ -MrAKSh^ 

^ ■ \ Ea«culive£ngmaar 

% Qengc Bodge Oivn III 
A Petne 


very consistent reeufts You 
see. it*s the rib pattern that 
makes all the difference it is 
designed to give superior gnp. 

‘WeuvedabouteO^on 
raw materfela.'* 

"But the main deciding 
factor has been Tiscon's 


strength Because each 
bar has extremely 


high proof stress and uNi mate 
tensile value, the total quantity 
of t^rs consumed is much less. 
We saved about 40% on raw 
materials. This isn't the first 
time I'm working with Tiscon, 

It has given me very positive 
results In the past. 

*1 would use It efwtys, 
wllhout any reeervatiQn." 

Not only Mr Bhaget. Most 
top designers and architects in 
India are specifying Tiscon 
nowadays. The proof can be 
seen in almost every major 
project in the country. And all 
because Of Tata Steel 's 
obsession for quality. A quality 
(hat's become the by-word of 
the Indian industry today 

For more information 
wriie to any of our sales 












S«en • cafMl fkace tt Pour Fight¬ 
ing Docodoi will confirm (bii. 
Tt^u^out the curbuleni yenn of 
the tre^om emigre. 8ha constant* 
Ijr Incited on and encouraged the 
•ctivlties of the meio freedom fight* 
era. BUu was the first to break the 
news of Netaji $ubhae Chandra 
Bose's gallant Indian National Army, 
Prior to this, all that the Indi^ 
papen had published about Neiaji's 
accivibe* abroad bad been pure spe¬ 
culation; the real story remain^ 
unwritten because of the strict can* 
torsbip of the British. A/in was also 
Che fint to publish pictures of Necaii 
addressing his INA. At the boie at 
chelVA trials too, Ai/rr stood solidly 
behind the army officen and helped 
CO build up a vigorous campaign for 
their release. Later, a grateful Sarat 
Chandra Bose was to write, ^Butt's 
noble work will be remembered not 
only by those unfortunate people but 
alio by a grateful poeierity.” 

After independence, Bhtt came to 
be accepted as a aon*perty Left wing 
paper. The movements it backed 
were ehoae of the common people, 
and though it never professed a spe¬ 
cific ide^ogy through its peges, it 
invariably attacked corrupt big busi¬ 
ness and businessmen, and did not 
hesitate in exposing those in the 
upper echelons of power. It became a 
crendietret by its sensational report¬ 
ing and exposes, which provide a 
stark contrast to the staid policy 
followed by the Times of Indie. In 
many ways, it was the harbinger of a 
new type of Journalism, and it gave 
impetus to later magatuies and 
periodicals which tried to emulate its 
style. A/jti was attacked and dragged 
to court on many occasions, but al¬ 
ways emerged with its head bloody 
but unbowed. Keranjia himself 
stated in an interview many years 
later, ‘‘We have been called 'black', 
'red' 'yellow*. ..all the colours poMi- 
ble, but so long as 1 am read. I mean 
reed, 1 care a damn about all this." 

An interesting aspect of Four 
i^^ciag Decedei is a number of 
'boxes' which provide fascinating 
and somerimes humorous sidelights 
into the way in whi^ Blia obtained 
and reported the news, and with 
many pithy comments about the per- 
sonaiities involved. One such 'box' 
deals with Jinnah's death (which 
occurred on 12 S^nember, 1948}. On 
24 August of the same year, AixtT 
frontpaged a story which declared, 
'Jliinah Dying: Bl^out on newt of 
Mr Jinneb's Ulnass: Doctors give up 
hone of cura * At that time, barely 
haif a doien close officials around 
Jiunah knew the truth, and to the 
rest of the world, the news came as a 
complete surprise. Aifcr secured this 
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scoop by intercepting the text of a 
top secret message between two 
high-ranking Pakistani officials and 
by corroborating ir with Jmnah's 
doctor m Bombay. Amher such ‘box' 
deals with ‘the romaoce of Nehru's 
red rose', and rKounts two (possibly 
apocryphal) stories associated with 
Nehru’s habit of wearing a red rose 
in his bunonbolr. 

According to an article by Mrs 
William Randolph Hearst (the wife 
of the press baron), a young woman 
who had never known, nor been 
formally introduced to Nehru, used 
to stand andwait outside his house 
every morning. As Nehru appeared 
to leave for work, she would shyly 
hand him a rose, which Nehru was 
gracious enough to slip Into bis but¬ 
tonhole This continued for many 
weeks until one day the woman stop¬ 
ped her daily visits, Nehru decided to 
continue the habit, and asked for a 
fresh rose to be provided to him 
every morning. 

The other story is more dowo-to- 
eaith, both metaphorically and liter¬ 
ally Sir Girija Shankar fojpai, who 
was before independence a member 
of the Vicert^’s executive council, 
was vacationing in Lyons, Prance, 
when he was attracted by a variety of 
rose grown (as be found out) by a 
French millionaire in memory of bis 
beloved. Sir Girija brought back a 
: graft of the bush and planted it in the 
garden of his house. Subsequently. 
Lord Wavell (then coounander-in- 
chief and Uter Viceroy c4 India) 
became enamoured of the flower, 
and bad ii replanted in bis living 
quarters. This Uter became the offi¬ 
cial residence of the Prime Minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. The flower soon 
caught his eye, and be began the 
practice of wearing a fresh rose in his 
buttonhole everyday, l^ter, Sir Gin* 
ja narrated the story of Che rose to 
Nehni, who theo started taking per¬ 


sonal care of the plant. 

No mention of the fortunes of Aiiti 
over the years without reference to 
(he activities of Its editor vrouid be 
complete. PVensa Larrna once termed 
Karanjia a 'chronicler of revolutions, 
biographer of revolutionenes.' Ruesy 
Karan jia has lived up to this title 
with the panache of a buccaneer. By 
constantly frontpaging the travels 
and exploits of its ^itor, Ah'tx came 
to be inextricably linked with the 
name of R.K. Karan jia in public 
memory. 

Karanjit is a widely travelled man 
and possibly the most peripatetic 
editor alive. There is hardly an area 
of significance in the world that be 
has not visited. His interviews with 
prominent foreign personalities 
•geared constantly in Blitj~ A head¬ 
line in Four Fighting Decodes proc¬ 
laims him to be India's ambassador 
exiraordiruuy; this was hardly an 
exaggeration in the Fifties and Six¬ 
ties. KhruKhev, Castro, Chou an Lai, 
Nasser, de Gaulle, Tiio, Churchill, 
Soekarno, Ho Chi Minh, Kennedy, 
Haile Sellasie: these are just some of 
the world leaders that the editor of 
Aim has encountered. At the same 
time, he also built up a stwe of 
goodwill for India on his travels. 

Keranjia had always shared a spfr 
cial relationship *fith the Egyptian 
President, Nasser, and it was this 
relstionship that was the bedrock of 
bis crowning triumph in the field of 
international relations. It was mainly 
because of Karanjia's mediatory 
efforts between Nasser. Khruschev 
and the Iraqi Prime Minister, Gener¬ 
al Kassim, that the USSR agreed to 
help finance and build the Aswan 
Dam on the mile. In recognition of 
his efforts, Na&ser bestowed upon 
Karanjia his country's highest hon¬ 
our. the Republican Order of Merit 
(Grade One) in June 1965. Inscribed 
on tbe medal in Arabic were the 
vpordst 'To one who merits the best.' 

Towards the end of tbe volume, the 
author states, "Perhaps no other pap¬ 
er in i he world has been banned, 
burnt, bayoneted and bludgeoned 
umpteen times not only in India but 
in far off places like Kenya, East and 
South Africa. Pakistan and even Nep¬ 
al. than BJin* Hie paper's impact 
has, indeed, been tremendous and 
Four Figh tin g Decodes shows that 
over the years. Afjtx has hved up to 
the promise of 'free, frank, fearlasi* 
displayed so prominently beside its 
editorials. The volume is not merely 
an effort to cominemorate four de¬ 
cades of AJjtt; it is also a personal 
tribute to Its editor, a genius of 
Indian journalism. 
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GUEST COLUMN/Ranjit Sau 

Poised for the Great Leap 


T he refrain is ihriHing; it makes you look forwerd; 
it lifts your sight to horizon : On to the next 
century. It is appearing in every sianxa of the 
chorus in Delhi. India is setting out to eater the 
new era with poise and dignity. How would the world 
look like then? What would be the scenario around us? 
Where would Europe and America be by that time in 
terms of technology and production.What would social¬ 
ist countries be doing then? Can India meet the chal¬ 
lenges and seize the opportunities? What are the chal¬ 
lenges and opportunities, any way? 

Economists would be hard pressed to face these 
questions. Many of their apple carts have been upset; 
many a theory reversed; umpteen conVlaries'set aside, 
by the march of events during the past three decades. If 
they are still not a vanishing species, their resilience 
must be remarkable. Indeed, the economy is more like 
an organism that grows and ages, than a machine chat 
can be refixed by changing defective parts. There is a 
basic difference between physics and economics. Unlike 
the laws of physics, the laws of economics are subject to 


evolution, because the economy itself evolves; with it 
economic theories. 

During the early part of postwar period the policy 
stance of West European and North American countries 
was inclined towards fiscal measures: taxation, public 
expenditure, and welfare programmes were the main 
instruments for steering the economy. Conventional 
wisdom had it that the primary responsibility of govern- 
ment wa.s to provide the right level of aggregate nominal 
demand; if it was done, the supply side would take care 
of Itself. In the second half of this three-decade period, 
almost the opposite of it came to be the dominant cr ee d; 
II iii now ihe supply side chat is said le be in need of 
officidl attention, if President Kennedy could be consi- 
der'.rd the Rm>t prominent representative of the demand 
side school that ruled earlier, we would have a bit of a 
difficulty to choose the chief spokesman of the currently 
fashionabli- supply-side doctrine, for there is a keen 
competition in this respect between President Reagan 
and Prime Mmj:ster Thatcher. 

While the mood and tone in campuses have a strange 
ability to set itself m line with the gyration in officie' 


econot&ic philosophy, the fact remains that perhaps 
there is an objective reason why economic thinking has 
taken such a 18(Vdegree turn. In West European coun¬ 
tries, for instance, public expenditure had risen phe¬ 
nomenally, from some 2S per cent of the gross national 
product to over 40 per cent, within a span of about two 
decades; and with it had risen the marginal tax ratio lo 
the point of hurting incentives to work, save and invest. 
With Thi.« alteration in such vital parameters of the 
economy there had to be a change in conventional 
wisdom. 

Among the advanced capitalist countries including 
Japan it is evidimt that the United States alone had 
succeeded in making a siseable recovery from the recent 
recession; others are on the way, but their signals are 
rather feeble There are two interesting sidelights in the 
story. First, even though President Reagan's name has 
got so closely stuck with supply-side economics, his 
actual actions are. in nature, distinctly demand- 
includinc Keynesian: huge budget deficit, enormous 
defence spending, and tax cut. Second, tha advanced 
capitalist countries are following widely divergent 
paths. While the US is on an expansionary fiKtl track, 
Japan, West Germany, and the UK are moving in the 
oppwite direction. If. nevertheless, we have to exrrapO' 
late into the aext century on the basis of such bisarre 
data, we would hazard the following guess. The $o<alled 
* Reaganomics’— in its unique combination of myth and 
reality— will inform much of policy making and universi¬ 
ty teaching in the coming two decades that will coast 
into (he new century. The world capitalist economy has 
lived so long with Keynesian ideas; now it will lend its 
ears to Professor Milton Friedman for a while. 

The decline and fall of the Brerton Woods arrange¬ 
ment in (he early 197Bs is a watershed in international 
economic relations. The regime of fixed parity that had 
been in place so far gave way, around 197B. to a system 
of floating of major currencies. This switchover raised 
great expectations. Fixed exchange rate entails a 
diminution of national economic sovereignty; whereas 
free exchange rate means greater freedom. Or so it was 
thought. If you have a fixed exchange rate to defend 
then all your domestic economic activities have to be 
subordinated to that end; your entire economy in that 
case becomes vulnerable to disturbances from without. 
Instead, if you let your exchange rate modulate keeping 
with world market conditions, this particular variable 
can absorb a good deal of external shocks leaving you at 
peace to adopt domestic policies at will. So goes the 
argument. In the post-1973 theatre of floating currencies 
the advanced capitalist countries, accordin^y, dreamt 
of being economically somewhat immune from overseas 
interference. But in fact the experience turned out to be 
entirely different. An uncounted factor crept on to the 
scene: huge amounts of hot money moved across nation¬ 
al boundaiies often at the tp eed of an electronic 
impulse. Indeed, exchange rate variation was coo weak 
an instrument to stem the tide of dollars of various 
shades frantically seeking interest rate differential, the 
economies of the US, Japan, France, West Germany, and 
the UK are once again found to remain exposed to each 
other as ever before. Flexible parity has brought no 
additional freedom. 

Meanwhile, one notes that the latest US economic 
recovery owes no less to the downward adjustment of 
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ml WH* rate II tt (he ective fiscel poUc;. It tl» 
crin^ini tbic the US hn Ion export conpetitivenett 
Boedy ih thoM induitriee where the trade unioo hit 
been itroDtM^* The United Statei would ^bebly meet 
the eituetioo in deyi eheed by keeping the demands <rf 
bbour subdued. Other cepindUt countries are Ukely to 
folloir tuH, dRce they ire ill in the seme boat oi 
int«^depeodence, «r, if you like, of fierce mutual 
competition. The pinern of tecbnolofici) developneot 
¥rtll be chiselled to fit the occision. 


It is much more difficult for us to make sitniUr 
procDOtii lor swielist ccuneriis. So our sketch of the 
KlB^on cone ii incomplete. Anyway, how would India 
find herself at the turn of the caniury? In one sense the 
contrast between India and the advanced capitalist 
countries vrould be sharper. When the latter would be 
Inaeaslntly pressing for labour.saving devices, India 
would be desperately tiylnf to cripple with the problem 
of creating mora jobi for iu teemlni mlllioAs. At the 
snme time, India has to modernise the economy in terms 
of technology and productivity. Reconciliation of thesa 
two sets of conflicting imperatives iithe hardest item in 
the country*! agenda for the proposed glorious entry into 
the next century. Ihe plant and equipment which would 
be available from advanced capitalist countries would 
ferociously diemisi liboufi they would be more so than 
ever before because the reigning doctrine there believes 
in keeping a bit of unemployment for the sake d 
moderation in wage rate. India, therefore. wiU have to 
bridge the disjunction that prevails between moderniM* 
lion of the economy by means of advanced technology 
and aquipment, on the one hand, and the anaiameni of 
full employment, on the other. In a way. this is an 
ancient quaedon on which economuts have debated by 
now for nearly two centuries 

There have been ups and downs in economists' 
approach to the problem of mechanisation vis*a>vii 
maintenance of employment opportunities. They have 
vroven their theories, as is expected, with the yarn of 
contemporary historical records. Prom the crisscross of 
their numerous theoremi a few principles stand out id 
bold relief. It is often possible, with appropriate prog¬ 
ramming, to introduca new technology and more effi* 
dent machines without a negative impect on total 
enpioyment in the country. At least three things arc 
necessary for this. First, the volume of Invesiraent must 
be stepped up as far as possible. Second, the labour- 
iattnslcy of technology has to vary over types of 
industries in a certain way. There are two kinds of 
industries : one produces 'basic* goods like minerals, 
steal, power, railway services; while the other gives 
outputs Like TV, motor car, textiles, etc. Which are 
meant for household consumption. It Is in the over-all 
interest of labour that the former industries are run at 
ninunim average cost regardless of the effect on their 
direct employment, and that the possibility of greater 
absorption of labour is explored la the technological 
fraodW of the second category of industries. The 
publk sector should take special note of it bMW moot 
of the basic Industries fall in its purview. Third, in every 
industry the rental cost should be economised even at 
the vio9 of a higher operatiog cost, sub>ea to the 
condition nf profitability. 

n you aak five economists. it is said, they would com 
up with llx eplviona And John Maynard KeynM wn^ 
P^hly have two of those. But on die three p^dwa^ 
Mvea gbore. the scope of disagreement u hopefully 
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E ^ty 9«ir, t^uitndt ot 
4ninUN4 littU ebll4r4qr 
frm povefMtrkkfn artM 
of Iftpal. Utiir PrAdotlk, 
BiMr ud Wi» kicM m 

bM(«o bf dieir p«r«n» for *4ofaii 
QOtlila«” to otm thoir koop, flH 
itelr bomM, oBlsr to ww another 
world of cruelty and deceit? In the ' 
Bumeroua roadside dhehes (eettni 
»taces), hoteU and resuuranti of 


■vai 

alone, with the Ihtle money they 
have stolen, or saved up. and Btr%y 
into Lucknow’s Charb^ railv^ 
station, v^re they loieer about in 
search of work, ragged, hungry and 
broke. Hawkeyed ''agents'* oa Che 
lookout for cheap hands, pick chem 
up. promise them good Jobs and hand 
them over to the dht 6 a*owners for a 
"commission'* of Rs five on each boy* 
The procniseB, of course, are a dupe: 
it is a misarablr eaisience; many of 
the children are hardly ever paid 
their dues, and some not paid at all; 
they are given two meals of dry roiif 
and sehci a day if they are lucky, end 
sleep on the pavements outside the 
dhebes. or on the cold, herd floori 
Some are sexually assaulted by their 
owners or the older employees. Abs> 
ence from work or broken glasses 
invite loud abuses, often violence. 
The owners spare no one. And the 
children suffer in silence. If not in 
the hope of getting paid some day, at 
least for the food they can never 
b^e to get at home. Those who 
cannot bear the hardship return 
home as they came—hopeless and 
broke. For the hotels and dhebas, 
business is brisk. Running expenses 
are few, nod on a hoc summer dey, 
with items like Utisi and fr\iic Juices 
being served too, earnings could go 
up to Rs 200. The labour, 109 , is 
cheaper then, with the harvest sea* 
son over, unemployment widespread, 
aod the children fleeing to the citiea 
in vast numbers. 

Akbar All, surprisingly mature for 
his IS years, was dressed in a tat* 
tered shirt and dirty trousers, and 
running e slight fever when we myi 
him in Luclmow's CFO park 
looked tired and forlorn, ud told ^ 
that he bad not showed up. for work 
for the last two days. “Why should 
1 ?” he asked, rubbing the sleep 
his eyes. "He has not pai^ me yet." 
Akbar bad been hoping ha wouldLget 
his dues, R$ 400 or so. and go back 
home, but in vain. Ha had worked Ip 
Sdufhtaq'i Park Hotel, a dhfba be* 
aide Capitol cinama in front of the 
OPO p^ for Just over.a ^r. "I 
have kept an account of sydoet. 
(the owner) also has 1 podk. hul 
when I fouad he wM not keen M 
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p«yin| OM, I »c6pped going to work.” 
. ^biu^f fodin Rwitn livts tt 
ia LUoal^ fitar Cakutto, with 
^ htdc Iwotber Aj|hai <S) and 
Itttar Mun&i (Id), both of whom go to 
%tiiool Ria mothar had diad long ago. 
Hoasain, a worker in a local jura mil) 
ta Liluah, bad been out of a job for 
olna moothi after the mUl clowd 
down. *'Thara waa no money to feed 
Ul. I. too. couldn't find work in 
Uluah. & 0 , one day. 1 left with two 
f^ndi, Affiar and Pappu. Wo took 
the'train to Banarai. I fell ill on the 
way. Mv friends asked me to accom* 
pany them when th^ got off at 
Benares. But 1 didn't. Ine train went 
on to Lucknow, 1 reached Charbagh 
at 9 am. For the journey 1 had Rs SO 
with ma, which ! had earned by 
sailing sugarcane in Llluah. 1 had 
spent it ail. I was hungry and went 
looking for some water to drink. 
Than t mat Ishtiaq. He offered me a 
Job In Mushtaq's hotel, for Rs three a 
day. I served water and cleaned 
tables. They give us lunch at 12 
noon. We slept in the hotel. There 
were five others like me. And none 
had been paid their dues.” 

Did he keep in touch with his 
father? ”I can't write. Sever went to 
achool. And 1 have not met my father 
since 1 came away last year. They 
don't even know Vm here.” He wiped 
tha sweat off hia forehead. ”But now 
I want to go back. They hit me in the 
face. I am looking for another job. If 1 
don't find one, I'll go back home.” 

Akbar also complained of 
homoaexual advances from an older 
waiter in the dhtba, Thomas. *‘He 
comes after us at night, usually. But 
you should ask the younger boys, 
Ajoy» for instance, what he does to 
them.” Thomas also does business on 
the side es a pimp Homosexuality 
seemed widely prevalent in most 
hotels and dbebas where children 
ore employed. 

Asked whe; he planned to do in 
future^ Akbar saicC ”1 myself have 
not been able to go to school and get 
e proper education. But 1 want my 
broth^ and sister to keep studying. 1 
will work and earn for them.” He 
ga^d he had not heard anything as yet 
about the jute mill in Uluah which 
had cloaed down, but he hoped it had 
reopened and his father had started 
working again. “I'm going home 
anyway.® 

Tbirtean*year*old Ajay Kumar 
Singh, frdm a fairly welLto-do Rajput 
family who own ten bighas In the 
^11100*01 Ckaadian ka Purwt. Chhat- 
bad less convmciu reasons 
to vmnUre ln» Lucknow's obebas for 
werit. But He came. noneihelesi.Ke 
Wif never treated well at home, as 
the Uaidr ahetp in a family of thrae 
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Others Ajay. Vljay (lU Yleod (€), 
ond three deters Uaha 

(10). Uma (S) and Kaodm (3). Kis 
father Laldas Singh (45) end mother 
Sita (35) do not know he is in Luck* 
now. Ajay had studied xip to clasa 
seven in ^ Junior Basic Vidyalaya, 
Chhattarpur, near his village, but 
later dropped out. A recent recruit in 
Mushtaq'e dhebe. be has been work* 
ing there for the last four and a half 
months. 

”My father beat me because 1 
wasn't working. We have a lot of 
land. W« grow arbar. wheat and 
paddy. Our house has seven roums. 
We ars fairly well off. But be still 
wanted me to labour. So I ran away." 
Is he in touch with his parents? "He 
can't write letters. He's illiterate." 
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B hagwan Das (14). anothej of 
Vushtaq's Cheap hands, is from 
the village of Phagaura in FaUabad 
district. His father Ram Deo (451. 
lives at home with his mother and 
three brothers, Om Prakash (12), 
Budha Raci (Cl and Bhagwandin (22). 
IHree of bis sisters bad died in the 
flx^s. “Nikai se aadmr bach nahi 
sairtey (No one can be safe from the 
floods),® he says, remembering the 
disaster. The family has some land 
but the wheat and arhar they grow on 
it is not enough to sec them through a 
year. 

'*rve been working for five months 
in Lucknow. I came here with, Sant 
Ram (14). also from my village. He 
works in Charbagh 
I ran aWoy from home after I was' 
beaten up for doing something 
wrong." be said. "Rakeshgotme into 
this job. First they promised to pay 
me Rs 50 1 mottth. But they gave me 


only Rs 120 for five months' work.” 
Bhagwan uid Mushtaq treated his 
boys wall only when he had a lot of 
people coming to his rihabe and bu»i* 
ness wus good. And (hat was usually 
when there tves a "good" film run* 
ning at the mov'ie hall nearby. Capi¬ 
tol. "All they need is money. Once 
people Slop coming, they abuse and 
beat us. Now there's a hit coming, 
and 1 thixtk I'll leave.'* 

The dhabas in Charbagh, which 
enract a Jot of customers from the 
crowded railway station, are prob* 
ably the largest employers of child 
labour in Lucknow. The jobs are 
often for the asking. Any child found 
wandering about in the neighbour* 
hood is instantly recruited—tltough 
hardly ever paid. Each dhaba for this 
reason, hus a high turnover of %val* 
tars. 

We found Om Prakesh from Sul* 
tanpur walking disconsolately to* 
wards a movie hill after he had 
decided to stop going to work in a 
nearby dhaba. It didn't a van need a 
question to search bis thoughts: 
"They don't pay ue, eeab. They give 
us nothing.” he said as we walked 
alongside He was finding Ic tou^ 
surviving without money and said Re 
wouldn't mind working in some* 
body's home as a fulltime servant. As 
we walked towards the sution, Om 
Prakash was accosted by an "agent" 
and whisked away before wa could 
even speak to him again. 

The trade in child labour In Luck* 
now which has remained subdued for 
the last few years, seems to have 
begun again in full swing. According 
to one estimate, about 30 persons 
function os "agents" for recruiting 
children at Charbagli railway station. 
Most of the children belong io Nepal 
las many as SO per cent) and the rest 
to Bihar. West Bengal and Uttar 
Pradesh’s Gorakhpur, Basd, Sultan* 
pur and Deoria districts, among 
others Tac average monthly wa|^ 
promised to each k Rs 75. which is 
never paid in full. Pour years ago, a 
racket in child labour had been 
busied by the police, and the culprits 
arrested. Later they were all re* 
leased on bail, and now allegedly 
operate with the connivance ol the 
GRP and RPF at Charbagh. 

-The problem of child labour," 
says Mr A. 6 LaK direcror of the 
Bureau of Child Research and Wei* 
fare, a voluntary body engaged in a 
variety of child welfare projects, "ia 
not only unique in our country but 
also lo other developing countries. 
Aa a aoeia] problem, it has more or 
iesa become a characteristic feature 
of aocial welfare and consciousneu." 

In March 1979. the then labour 
minister* Mr Ravindra Virma in* 
formed the Rajya 8abhe that India 
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had the largest number of child 
labourers tn the world, constituting 
4.7 per cent of the total child papula* 
tlon. according to the 1971 census. 
Mr Varma also said that the total 
number of beggars and vagrants be 
low the age of 14 in the year 1971 was 
1,47,963. This figure should have 
increased considerably by now, 

A study conducted by the National 
Institute of Public Cooperation and 
Child Development, New Delhi, 
came to the conclusion that it would 
be an unrealistic attempt to reduce 
the population of child labour, as this 
would only aggravate the misery of 
the poor. The institute, in another 
study on working children in Bom* 
bey, found that the economic factor 
compelled children to work, and they 
often acted us the sole breadwinners 
for their families. In fact. If the 
Minimum Wages Act was strictly en* 
forced, the study found, the adults in 
a family would not force the children 
TO take TO work. It said that more 
than SO per cent of parents and 
employers were against the abolition 
of child labour; rather they preferred 
working condition!^ to be improved. 
Alio, a large niimlwr of working 
children were ready to avail them* 
selves of educational opportunities. 
If offered any. As many as 79 per coni 
of the employed children and 66 per 
cent of the self*emploved children 
expressed a desire to take up educa* 
tion provided it did not disturb their 
work schedule. About 94 per cent of 
the parents thought education was 
essential for their children 
The fundamental rights granted by 
the Indian Constitution fully protect 
the rights of children. They state that 
“ no child below the age of 14 shall he 
employed io work in any factory or 
mine or engaged in other hazardous 
employment *' (Articles 15'24) Arti* 
cle 39 states, *‘The state shall, in 
particular, direct its policies towards 
securing the health and strength of 
the workers, men, women end chil* 
dren, and that citizens are not forced 
by economic necessity to enter 
avocations not suitable, lo their age 
or strength,** Children and youth 
have been legally protected against 
exploitation and against moral and 
material abandonment 
Has enough been done to attempt 
to fulfil these soletno directives in 
Uttar Pradesh, India’s mast populous 
state, with a population of 1 1 , 062,000 
roughly 40 per cent of whom are 
childran? Today, UP has the highest 
Infant mortality rate in Indi^—1S9 
par 1,000 live birrhs->and infant 
daachs account for 3S.1 per cent of 
the total deaths in the state. A large 
number of children also buffer from 
diaaaiaa like polio, diarrhoea and 
goitre. 


SPECIAL REPORT 





KIdi el w«rl M a d4ehe near C'haieegb 


As for the problem of child labour, 
in spite of the fact that various Acts 
have been passed by Legislatures to 
prohibit child labour, a Urge number 
of children continue to work in ex* 
ploifative cimdiilom, mainly in agri* 
culture, and smal^scale and cottage 
industries, where labour is unorga* 
nised. To make things wor»« foi 
children, agriculture is seasonal, and 
after the planting and harvesting 
seavins are uver, they have to mi* 
grate to the cities to earn whatever 
they can. About 80 per cent of India's 
labour force Is agricultural, but 
labour is employed lor an average of 
only 189 Jays a year in agricultural 
pursuits. There are other forms of 
rural employmeni. too, but an agri* 
cultural lal^rer still faces a bool 
100 days of total unemployment each 
year. During this period, women go 
to the cities, even with babies in 
their arms. They sometimes force 
tbeir children to ^g Thesiruaiionin 
a year of drought or floods can well 
be imagined. 

It is importaal, therefore, to pro¬ 
vide for some alternative means of 
livelihood during these 100 days of 
unemploycDeni, The government 
should also look into the problem of 
child labour lu see if it cannot be 
abolished for socio'econnmic reasons 
at this stage, or later. What are the 
various measure.* necessary to pro¬ 
tect the health of working children, 
and provide for their education and 
development? Are existiog laws 
adequate to regulate child labour? 
And can a comprehensive single Act 
be formulated to regulate the work¬ 
ing conditions of children wherever 
they are employed so that theii 
health is not damaged and growth 
nut stunted? 

“Whit is needed is a coordinated 


and integrated approach tu child 
welfare,“ says Mr Lai. Acrording to 
him. the state government officials 
often pose as major obstacles in the 
way of child welfare: “Under the 
present set up, although there arg 
some very guoii schemes fur child 
welfare, like the Integrated Child 
Developmeni Scheme (ICDSi, which 
IS very realistic, they are never prop* 
eriy implemented.'* Since all child 
welfare schemes nrt planned, and 
funded by the central government 
and It is left to the states to imple¬ 
ment them, a great deal depends on a 
state government's bureaucratic effi* 
ciency, “The Vttar Piadesh govern¬ 
ment cannot even implement its own 
schemes, let alone others'. All the 
guvernment officials do is pass the 
buck.'* 

Mr Lai said thnt the involvement of 
people In general, an<l voluntary 
agencies in welfare schemes was 
essential fur their «ucLes>. It was 
because such part lo pat uni was lack¬ 
ing in the state that the ma.tsive 
increase in expendituie cm child wel¬ 
fare over the years has proved fruit¬ 
less. “About Rs 16 lakhs has been 
spent on various projects. The ICDS 
programme which was started in 
1976 to reduce child mortaUty and 
child morbidity is now being ex* 
panded. The scheme had clearly en* 
visaged participation of people and 
voluntary agencies. Bni we have 
been left out. As a result, the state 
government demands the fuel and 
rent fur the 'i.tganvadi centres, 
though these centres should be in the 
charge of villagers. The government 
should involve the people at large if 
it wants to improve the lot of chil¬ 
dren." 

Can Uttar Rradesh't children wait? 

Nkmar aiRre^ UnKimw 
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ESSAY 


How Valid Are Confessions? 


T b« spate of confessions in the 
Patiala House Courts in the capit* 
al in recent days has thrown up the 
question: How valid are confessions 
made by the accused in the eyes of 
law? Except if a crime takes ^lace in 
i fit of passion, like murdering a 
paramour found in bed with his wife, 
where the man surrenders to the 
police in remorse, of course with a 
sense of job accomplished, voluntary 
confession by a criminal is rather 
rare. Even in the case of the 
Abhayankar murderers in Pune or 
the Chopra children murderers in 
Delhi, the criminals went on plead* 
ing their innocence till the time of 

K ing to the gallows. Criminal laws 
t down the steps to follow in detec¬ 
tion, of crime and the procedure to 
investigate and bring the culprits to 
book. At the seme time, the golden 
thread that runs through the entire 
set of criminal laws is that (he ac¬ 
cused is presumed innocent unless 
proved guilty beyond any doubt He 
is given all the facilities to defend 
himself to prove his innocence. 

Around 1672, when the Indian Evi* 
dence Act was being codified. Justice 
Stephen defined confession as a 
statement by a person charged with a 
crime as distinct from a statement in 
a civil matter. The term 'confession* 
has not been defined in the Evidence 
Act. In 1&81, Chief Justice Sherwood 
aastU ** 111 ^ is sm branch of the law 


of evidence m such inextricable con¬ 
fusion as that relative to confes¬ 
sions.'* From the standpoint of 
reason, a confession may be subject 
TO grave infirmities as it is extremely 
improbable that a perm should ac¬ 
cuse himself of a serious crime. It 
may have been made from some false 
hope of benefit, or fear of in jury. The 
mind of the criminal may be exated 
or morbid and the confession may be 
an offer of compromise to the pro¬ 
secution. 

Judges are not unanimous about 
the judicial value of confessions and 
have treaied them as a clan of 
evidence by themselves. A voluntary 
end genuine conieuioa is legal and 
sufficient proof of guilt. The confes¬ 
sion of an accused is substantive 
evidence and a conviction can be 
solely based on it. There is no legal 
bar to a conviction being based on a 
voluntary confession, if believed to 
be true. This *if* is crucial as how do 
we believe thet a confession has been 
voluntarily made? For. paid infor¬ 
mers, treacherous associates, angry 
victims and overeealous police offic¬ 
ers—these are the persons through 
whom an alleged confession is often 
presented. 

Thit is why (he law requires that 
the criminal, intending to confess, be 
kept in judicial custody, tells him 
that the copfeerion may be eaad 
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against him and warns him that he 4s 
u^er no obligation to confess. He is 
given enoi^ rime to reflect before 
be comes forward to confess. Even 
after recording the confession, the 
magistrate has to certify that be eras 
satisfied that the criminal was not 
under any threat, inducement or 
pressure from enyone, and thet he 
confessed voluntarily. The environ¬ 
ment under which a criminal is con¬ 
fessing must be absolutely free and 
even a slight doubt vitiates the na¬ 
ture of the confession. A voluntary 
confession of guilt proceeds only 
from penitence and remorse and it 
usually comes from a person who 
commits a crime in a fit of passion. A 
person who is committing crimes 
over s period of ;lme would not be In 
such a frame of mind to volunteer a 
confession. 

As confessions are voluntary, the 
persons making them are not under 
oath and they cennoi be subjected to 
cross examination, as In the case of a 
witness giving evidence. Despite 
such • tenuous link between confes¬ 
sion and other evidence as required 
by the criminal law. the police end 
the CBI for over a decade have taken 
the easy way out and collected evi¬ 
dence by securing confessions 
through repeated pressures on the 
persons implicated. As the investiga- 
doD begins, the implicated persons 
are not told whether some of them 
would be the accu^ or witnesses 
for the prosecution. By calling them 
foe 'informal* interrogation at an 
office, they are questioned exten¬ 
sively and their answers recorded, 
(atli^ with the answers of others 
and the investigation proceeds only 
eccordini to suw stetementi. After e 
fm monou, the implicated perMoa 
are given typed pages, arranged 
throu^ statements in such a way 
that a continuous reading in a court 
would secure conviction, according 
TO law. One group of persons would 
be asked to swear them as aff idaviu, 
as if they were taken from witnesses, 
and for more berdened ones, in the 
shape of confessions. The list of wit¬ 
nesses for the prosecution and the 
accused is kept open and inter¬ 
changeable till the last moment, de¬ 
pending upon how the persons impli¬ 
cated are Whoring in swearing affi¬ 
davits or confessions. 

Once in a serious criminal case, the 
CBI was caught at their own game. A 
eenim government official, impli- 
cgied in the case along vrltb others, 
went on meeting the CU officials In 




'inform*)’ interrogacion and 
answered all kinds of questions put 
to him, spread over a few months/ 
The answers were dictated by the 
CBI official to the stenographer and 
typed statements prepared regular- 
!>'. On the pretext of correcting the 
answers, the implicated official with¬ 
out knowing whether he would be 
witness or an accused, used lo ¥rTite a 
few words or sentences in his own 
hand on those typed pages. One day 
he was given i few neatly typed 
pages with the instruction to go and 
swear it as his affidavit in a court. On 
reading he found it contained many 
points not mentioned by him during 
interrogation hy the CBI On the plea 
of refreshing his memory, he asked 
for the corrected pages which were 
given to him. He quietly took photo- 
copies of those pages and showed 
them lu the court. Later, at the time 
of his giving evidence on oath he (old 
the court that his affidavit was pre 
pared by the CBI for swearing and it 
was not his own. The evidence wei 
tutored and fabricated to suit (he 
case and forced upon the witness. 

Further, in the Indian Evidence 
Act. there U an extraordinary provi¬ 
sion in Section IQ which reads, 
"When mure than one are being tried 
jointly for the same offence, and a 
confession made by one uf such per¬ 
sons effecting himself and some 
other persuns is proved, the court 
may take inru consideration such 
confession as against such other per¬ 
son as well as against the person who 
makes such confession." It is an 
exception to the rule of English tew 
which clearly lays down that a con¬ 
fession by an accused is evidence 
only against the maker and not 
against others who may be tried 
along with him. Vnder Roman law 
also, confession of a prisoner is not 
admissible against his accomplice. 
This provision has been adversely 
commented upon by various judges 
as it creates an exception to the 
fundamental principle of criminaJ 
law. 

The Supreme Court of India 
observed in a case. "A co>accused 
who confesses is naturally an accom¬ 
plice and the danger of using the 
testimony of one accomplice to cor¬ 
roborate another has repeatedly 
been pointed out The danger is in no 
way lessened when the evidence U 
not on oath and cannot be tested by 
cross examination." At another place 
in e separate case, the Supreme 
Court said. ^'Though confession may 
be regarded as evidence in that 
general sense because of the provi¬ 
sions of Section 30 of the Evidence 
Act, the feet remains that it is not 
evidence m defined by Section 3 of 
the Act* (which fflentions statements 


The term 'eonfesBion* 
bu net been defined in • 
the Evidence Act. In 
1S81, chief Justice 
Sherwood said, *Thare ; 
is no branch of the law 
of evidence In such 
inextricable confusion 
as that relative to 
confessions." 



by witness, and not accused persons). 

In a trial of a murder case, a 
famous writer once narrated a real 
life testimony ^ a witness which 
mighi be of inieresi here. It was not 
the case of a confession m the strict 
judicial sense. In a dispute over a 
plot of land, there was a fight among 
the villagers end a person died of 
injuries on the spot. About ten per 
sons were accused ol killing the man 
and had to face trial in the local 
court. They engaged an English bar¬ 
rister to defend them. In the course 
of the trial, the statements ^ the 
witnesses for the prosecution wete 
recorded, except that of the widow of 
the murdered person which was Khe- 
duled for a particular day The bar¬ 
rister arri ved i n t he town the eveni ng 
before end heard the local defence 
lawyer. After he left, a young man 
spent some time with the barrister. 

The next day, after the statement 
of the widow was recewded and she. 
as the only eyewitness to the murder, 
had identified all the accused per¬ 
sons. the barrister took permission 
from (he court and produced the 
young man before her, and asked 
whether he was at the place where 
the murder took place. The widow 
said no, he was dHinitely not there 
and he had no pan to play at the time 
of the quarrel leading to the murder 
of her husband. Then the hamster 
plac^ the young man as the only 
defence witness. At the witness box, 
the young man narrated how he had 
come runnuig from his bous^ to the 
field, holding in his hand a wooden 
dumb-bell with which he was exercis¬ 
ing. In the confusion, during the 
quarrel and the fight, be tried to 
separate the people who were fill¬ 
ing, when (he dumb-bell struck the 
head of the person who died on the 
spot. On the besis of this statement, 
ail the accused were let off, but the 
police did not arrest the young man 
as no evidence was available inde¬ 
pendently 10 implicate him in the 
crime except his own statement. 

A Ctiitrnmmtt, Saw SsSf 
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BAZAR 

ON 

WHEELS 

NliW f^l'.l.fll •lljizar on 
WIiccK* liii'' rcpslcrcd u re* 
corti sjilc ol Ks. 2 crorcs. 
liikhs :iiiiJ ihoiisitnd Mncc*ib 
inoepiioii in October. IW till 
December. I‘)K4. I be shurc of 

I he Delhi Sluic CVil Supplies 
Corpor.iiioii in tins is k<. I 
crore .^J l.ikhs iinJ 7.^ thousand 
iiiid that id Delhi Omsumcr 
<'ii-o|>eijtivc Whole-sule ^torc 
IS Ks, h7 lakhs ,ind K ihoiisand. 

Disclosing Ibis, Jug Parvesh 
Chandru, Chief Kxucutlve 
('ounvilliir said lhal the Bazar 
(HI Wlivds was launched by 
Iklhi .^dmiiiisiratkm tu protect 
the interests of consumers spe- 
iuitl> in areas where people of 
the weaker seelJuns live. It Is 
selling essential items of day>lo* 
day cnnsuniplion at reasonable 
prices ai the door steps of the 
people in reset(lemeni colonies 
and llanjan Kasib. To the In- 
hahituiits of these areas, who 
have it lean pocket and can 
ill-afT(»rd bi purchase e>.senlial 
Mrms from the open markel, 
this regular allernalive market 
on whe«*ls is proving a boon. 

lie icciillud Ji'A the Dazar, 
coinjMising.M vans (2.'of Delhi 
Slate Supplies (’orfX)rjljim and 

II <d Delhi C'oitMinier Co- 
ops'fal IN e VVh^i Ic-sale Sto re), 
sells these items daily through 
iis mil lets in different parts 
ol the city; sugar, lea. pulses, 
exercise tiooks. vegetables, 
mustard, coconut and impor¬ 
ted oils, controlled cloth, 
soap«, spices, potatoes and on¬ 
ions. Items ,iKe lea. sugar, and 
pulses are provided in scaled 
plastic bag.s oi I kg. and those 
of vegetable oil in special 
polythene packing of the same 
weight. 






NEWS 


SPY SCANDAL 


Are the Ru ssian s I nvolved? 

A few Hussion embassy o^JciaJs have retunied to Moscow 


T he ipy Cite, which has beeo che 
only exciiing developmenc in 
New Delhi, apan from ihe ruling 
party revolt, in 196S so far, has 
thrown up some interesting side* 
lights. A few qiiestions have been 
answered. Too many suspicions have 
been raised. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi has created history by bluet* 
ly telling the visiting Prime Minister 
of Pola^. General Jarutelski, that 
he did not coesider spying the 
Polish embassy personnel posted in 
New Delhi to be a friendly ect. Nor* 
inaUy when spies are discovered in 
foreign embassies, the host govern* 
ment expels them from the country* 
In this case, while the government 
has confirmed that Prance. Poland 
and East Germany were involved in 
the spying activities of Coomar Na* 
ram. the principal accused in the spy 
scandal, no one has been declared 
persona non grate. The French depu* 
ty military attache, Colonel Bolley. 
left quietly. The French government 
on its own recalled its ambassador co 
this country <and the foreign office 
accorded him a farewell coo). But in 
the case of the East Bloc countries, 
no such departures from the missions 
in New Delhi have been made public. 
Why was this silence maintained? 
Wes it because India values its tradi* 
(ional ties with the Soviet Bloc and 


thereby did not want to embarasa the 
Warsaw Pact nations? Hus could not 
be the reason, because bad it been 
so, then the Prime Minister would 
not have been so blunt with a visiting 
foreign dignity. The only plausible 
reason why silence has be^n main 
tamed about the activities i«f the 
East Bloc embassies is that some* 
thing is being hidden. 

According to informed sources, 
two members of ibe Russian embassy 
staff who left the country after the 
Coomv Narain episode did not do so 
on their own accord. They were not 
asked to leave either. Bui when the 
confessions revealed the involve* 
menr of some members of the Rus* 
Sian embassy staff, the embarass* 
ment was avoidedby their quiet de* 
partures to Moscow, If the Polish and 
the German Democratic Republic 
embassies were involved with 
Coomar Narain, it is axiomatic that 
the KGB was lurking somewhere be* 
hind. One vronders why the Russian 
involvement, is being sealously kept 
secret. II there was any Russian 
involvement, then that should be 
disclosed. Conversely, if the Rus¬ 
sians ere clean on this score, that too 
should be clarified. A leading daily, 
the Indian Express, had carried re* 
ports to the effect that the Soviet 
embassy too was involved in the case. 
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If an official spokesmen can be so 
frank as to tell the press that the 
Prime Minister of Inc hed spokaa 
to General Jaruxeliki about the 
spying case, then timilar sti^tfor* 
wardness about the Rtissian involve' 
meat too should be forthcoming. 

The counter'inielligence wing of 
the inteUigeoce bureau, which hand* 
led the case mainly, has now become 
the butt of criticism in a section of 
the press. Such a case of busting ■ 
spy ring has been unprecedented. 
And coming close on the heels of the 
Larkins case, credit should be given 
where it is due. Some questions, 
however, are unanswered. It is a fact 
that the former defence production 
secretary. V.M.C. Sarin, had sought 
routine clearance for his staff from 
the IB last year. In the case of both 
Amrik Lai and Jagdish Arora, clean 
chits were issued. In Amrik Lai's 
case, the clean certificate came as 
late as December 19B4. According to 
this clearanr*. report, nothing 
adverse had been noticed about 
Amrik Lai ‘‘since 1948." One won* 
ders how such reports were given. If 
Amrik Lai had \>atrk under surveill* 
ance for the past few months, then 
December 1984 was hardly the time 
to clear him. Possibly it was a 
strategic move, to keep the spy ring 
going till the time was ripe to strike. 
But in that case, clearance need not 
h«ve been sent, it was a routine 
clearance after all, and certainly no 
one vrould have pursued the matter. 

Another disturbing aspect in the 
case has been (he way in camera 
proceedings of the confessional 
statements have been made public. 
Only the presiding magistrate and 
his staff and the lawyers present 
could be privy to the hearings. Who 
leaked the details ? However, there 
is e silver lining : in his confessional 
statement. Coomar Narain has not 
said chat he was spying for 25 years, 
as press reports so far have alleged. 
What he is believed to have said is 
that he was serving the firm, SLM 
UaneklaL for 25 years. His spying 
•ctiviries began in the early part of 
this decade. It is heaitening to know 
that the mulrinetional spy, who ba^* 
cally worked for the Eastern Bloc, 
was not active for a quarter of a 
century. The fact, however, remains 
chat his activities were discovered 
Mily late last year and the culprits 
were nebbed in record time. With the 
dust slowly settling down, it may also 
be appropriate for the government to 
anoouAce if toy senior officers were 
at all involved with Coomar Narain. 
To keep the bureaucracy undar a 
cloud for too long ii not heathy. If no 
aeniw bureaucrat is involved, that 
should be announced. 
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But the choi^ge-sheet leaves many questions unanswered 

buodrtd tnd two dtji iftor [ occordia^ lo Uw* 

ViCn ladln GaodhS's um$um- I The charae-theet ma filed im i 


WUn ladln GaodhS's asuauna* 
tioB, a cbarga-aheat has been filed ia 
the courts. Four parsons (mcludinf 
the deceased Beaoi Singh) have been 
accused el murdering late Prime 
mwitef iDd 144 persons, iacludiog 
her pereonel aides R.K. Dhawan and 
Potedar and her valei, Natbur* 
am, have been cited as witnesses. 
Fr^ light hss hardly been thrown 
In the eigbi'page cliaifsn. which has 
left many questions unanswered. 

The chargS'Sheei, filed on II 
Pebrusry, has named constable Sat* 
want Singh, Balbir Singh and Kehar 
Sin^ as the prime accused persons 
in the case. Sub*inspeccof Beam 
^gh if the deceased accused. The 
aecueed persons are charged under 
Sections 120 B, 109 and 34 of the 
Indian Panal Code (ZPC) read with 
SKtion 302IPC and subatantive off* 
ences under Sections 303, 307 IPC 
and 27/S4/59 of (he Anns Act. The 
charge sbeet handed over to the 
three surviving accused on 11 Febru¬ 
ary raids: *AI1 the four accused were 
party to a criminal conspiracy to 
cornet an illege] act, to vrit, to 
commit (he mu^er of Smt Indira 
Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of 
India." 

rt deecribes lucidly the weIl*kru>wD 
sequence of events which led to the 
murder: "At about 0910 hours, ac* 
cuied Beant Si4gh opened fire from 
his revolver and accused Setwant 
Stngb fired from his SAF carbine at 
Smt Indira Gandhi, as she was 
approaching the TMC gate. Accused 
Beant Singh fired five rounds, vfbere* 
as accused Sarwant Singh fired 2$ 
shots at her... tedirt Gandhi sus* 
tiined iajurias to her person due to 
shots fired at her by accused 
Baaat Singh and Sarwant Singh and 
fell down on the pethwey. Smt Indira 
Gandhi was Immediately taken to the 
All India Institute of Medical Scien¬ 
ces, New Delhi, where the suC' 
cumbed to the injuries the same 

X charga*shaet concludes: "Ac* 
need Beast Singh died on 31 Octo* 
bar end the charge against him 
abatee. The eharjU’ibeet against ac¬ 
cused Sniwant Angh, Kahar Singh 
and Balbir Sln^ is submined on the 
•vManee Mmoned in it... the 
cueed ere ia Judidal custody since 29 
Kovaaber, S December and 6 Da- 
ceaber respectively. They may 
pleate be lUDLAoned and triad 


according to law." 

The charge-sheet was filed ia the 
court of 5.L. Khanna, chief metropo¬ 
litan magistrate before 

the perioa of 90 days Judicial reaiand 
could expire and an appaal could be 
filed to release any of accused on 
bail. The charge-ibeet was handed 
over (o the defence counsels ol the 
accused persons, without any other 
relevant documents in the case. En¬ 
closed with the chailan was tha Hat of 
91 documents rekvant to the case 
and not the documentary proof itself. 
The lilt includes the FIR report, 
inqtiest report, remand papers, poet- 
tnortem report and the cooviefioa 
slip and other circumstantial evi¬ 
dence collected by the invost^adng 
agencies alter the assasslnatML 



Another revealing documani 
placed before the court along with 
the charge-sheet is the List « 144 
witnesses in the case. Tha list in- 
du^ some of the people closest to 
tha lace Prime Minister including 
Ra jinder Kumar Dhawan. bar spadu 
assistant, who was only a step heliind 
the Prime HinUter when she was 
shot down, Mikhan Lai Fotedax, her 
political adviser, Nathuram. her per¬ 
sonal valet and Rameshwar Da^al, 
her ■pedal aacurity officer. Tbara 
are several other persons listed who 
have becooM witnassas to the asaas' 
slnaiion. The statamants of each of 
the 144 persons will coostinite evi¬ 
dence a^tnst (be accused and will 
be reipODSible for tuflueodai ^ 


final vardkt of the court 
The cbarge-ahact is la miim re- 
s p e cts a dlsappoinciag and incem- 
plate domunent for it iMves several 
queatloni unanswered: 
e Under wbat circumsctaces was 
Beant Singh, who fired the first ihei 
at tha Prime Minister, bimittf 
kiUed? 

• Why did tha commandos ol tha 
Indo-Tibetan Border Force (mP), 
(who were posted on duty at the 
Prime Miiuster*i bouse at tha time of 
tha crime), fire at tha rwo assaialna, 
killing Beam and critically wounding 
Satwant whan they have strict in* 
stmctioQS not to fire above the wtlst 
in such as emergency? 

o Was there a third assassin who was 
parry to the crime, as had been 
disclosed earlier, and if thare wet, 
was be of Hindu or Sikh faith? 

• Who besides the prime accused in 
the case ere the other parsons sus¬ 
pected of bvolvemeot or complicity 
in the asaaaiinatloD? 

a Are thare any charges against 81m- 
renjaet Singh Mann and against Jas- 
Mr Singh who are undergoing pre¬ 
ventive dttenrion for the case under 
NBA? 

• Wbat about the alleged involve¬ 
ment of a foreign power or a "foreign 
hand" in tha muider? 

a How were the chief accused in the 
case financed tnd vrho ware the 
masterminds behind the conspiracy 
to kill the Prime Minister? 

• How was thate a total coUtpaa of 
•ecuriry arrangamants once tha 
shoot-out had occurred? 

e Rave those accused in the case 
confessed to their crime, and if so 
wbat are the contents of their confer 
rionai statemeoti? 

Tha charge-sheet does not provide 
the answers to any of these ques¬ 
tions. In fact, it throws vary Uttla new 
light on the case and diecloeae very 
Uttla about the enttcedents, back¬ 
ground and mortvaaooi of the ac¬ 
cused persons. The picture that the 
charga^aqt paints is ^at both Sat* 
want Singh and Beant Singh were the 
chief executors of the crime and 
were instigaiad end aisiated by the 
other two accused persons, Mbit 
Sing h end Kehar Sioghv, 

It ii dear, however, that the meet 
vital link (and now the moat impor¬ 
tant ondanrial in iha country) ia 
Batwant Blngh, the 22-year old conev 
able from Gurdaipur who fatally 
wounded the Prime Misiatar by fi^ 
ing 2S aboti at her from hii 8AF 
caibiDa No. WW-13W at point-blank 
range. Though tha ehalfan does not 
state tbii. Batwant Singh immediate 
ly after the ta threw up his hands in 
surrender, which further deepens 
tha mystery as to why Satwtnt wm 
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hizMclf Attacked. Senvent Sln^ wu 
% few mkiutes leier truuported m en 
•mbulAflce to the Jtea: hfioohar 
hotpiteli where be wet creeted 
for multiple t^et bjuriet. 

At prime iccused end ool; tuniT- 
Ini UMtslo, Secwani Sicich become 
die f dcut of ittencion for the rerioot 
invetrlgotint toemt and tho inteUi* 



the hoipitoT to -the capicai’t Tihar 
Central Jell end remanded to judi* 
ciel custody. Considered a “ViF prlt* 
oner*” Sotwaot wei kept in solitary 
confinement io ward number one of 
the ‘A** class prisonsat Tiber, pro¬ 
tected by a 2S0-sTrone force of the 
Tamil Nadu Police (TNP). Satwant 
Sio^h li believed to hove recorded 
his first (end perhaps otily) confos* 
sional stoicmenc on 1 liecombor be* 
fore Bharat Bhushan Sharma, oddi* 
tiont) motropollten dit(lstrate in the 

K ence of hU own counoek I.U. 

Q. According to Khan, in tha 
statemant. Satwant Singh categor* 
Ically admitied that he had killed the 
Prvne Minister at the behest of 
Beant Singh. The confessional state¬ 
ment which will be the moet viiel 

! »lece of evidence egainst him, ran 
nto 15 pages and took iw>and*e half 
hours to be recorded durlr^ the 
Iti'Ceniera proceedings within tbe 
cell of the eccused. 

After providing Satwant legal pro* 
tection for a short while. Khan re* 
fused any fuither Involvu&eat In the 
case. Satwant Smgh'i power of attor¬ 
ney or waJtafernemt was later trans¬ 
ferred to R.S. Sodhl, a Supreme 
Court lawyer and convener of the 
Sikh Soldiers, Legal Aid Society, who 
had previously taken up counsel (or 
Kehar Singh. 1he other accused in 
the case and is also tbe defence 
counsel for the ihird accused, Balbir 
Singh Sodhi is being assisted by e 
junior advocate Ashok Aggarwal. 
According to Aggarwal, Sativant 
Singh has in the weeks following the 
assassinMion, given the intelligence 
men end police a confused picture of 
the plot. Aggarwal told Suhpav: *He 
(Satwant) has no mental balance and 
changes his version every time be is 
approached by u8. He heseven given 
contradictory reports of the murder 
to hib father. Tirlok Sin^ when he 
met him in jail * 

AMVidtne lu lliu»e kiwwii lo Balbir 
Singh and his lawyers, this acount of 
the mvolvement of ^bir Singh, a 
Delhi Armed Police sub-inspector u 
stated in the charge-sheet in the 
conspiracy is by far an accurate one. 
Ashc^ Aggarwal told Sunday that 
during his interviews with Btlbir 
Singhi the latter had openly confes¬ 
sed that he had been contemplating 


che assassination of Mrs GandBl 
akice Juaa, last year. BalWr had 
approached several paraoas srtie 
could as^i indudiiAg Gofbakih 
Slagb, Dilip $*« gh and Vlraodra 
Singh, now all wioesaes against Bal¬ 
bir. Aggarwal also diKlosed that Bal¬ 
bir had in fact, j^aoned to use a 
rcasoto control process to *do tba 
job'* whereby t^ residence of tbe 
Prime Minister coold be blown 
with the pressing of a button. 

On the day of the atsaasinadoii, 
Balbir Singh was not on duty at tha 
Prime Mincer’s bouse. He was pick¬ 
ed up from his house at Najafgarb 
Rood on 2 Noveinb^ after Vunb 
Khalsa, wUeef BoantSiogbbad 
ninad him as one of tho chief cen< 
spirecors. At tbe tune of his arrost, a 
hand-written note was recovered 
^m hxm The note, (which U listed 
os item No. 21 io tha list of docu- 
menisl indicated planning, mova- 
meau and conduct relevant to tbe 
■ssessinanon of tba Prime Uinistar 
in chronological order. Presently 
under judicial custody in Tiber Jail, 
B^bir 8in^ Is bellev^ to have told 
his lawyers and ralarives several 
(imas; "If Beant bad not done tbe 
job, ] would have soon accomplished 

my misajM." 



Sl^b (kaaHigi el IMiv Sb^’s 
«*n*s w«dgkig 


Tbe ^ird accoiedi Kabtf 6toA 
soBof AmsBingfawesaeesalgqoitin 
(ha Dlractorata Ceoorai of 
and DUpoaali and is a matanel uo* 
da of Beant Singh. AccMdlag to tba 
ebarfo^baet, Kehar is aJtefad 
CO have "taken accused ^aot Suifh 
to tha Goideo Temple lo Amrltaar on 
20 October where accused Sacwui 
ping h was also le join as part of tba 
mission...” Kabar Slngb Is also 
ebanad with making bodi Beant 
SlngE and Satwant Su^imdario aa 
"amrit chakra carenooy” on 14 
November and 24 Kovamber respec¬ 
tively. 

Kebv Singh was once again named 
as a co<oMpiratoi* io the case by 
Beant Singh's wile and was picked up 
from bis resideoca at Quarter No. 
171. Sector Kll, Rama Krishna 
Puram. At tba time of hii emit a 

S id kero and gold ring, balonilng to 
ant ware rocovared from hli real- 
danco. Thb Itau i are now Usiad M 
oumlMr 51 in the list of propartlai of 
the case. After bis iiTOSti tha sar- 
vices of Kahar Singh were suspended 
and on 12 Fsbruary, ha was dismls* 
sad from service under Article 113 of 
the Constitution by a prasidantia] 
order. 

Tbe family of Kahar Singh allagai 
that he is being kept in judicial 
custo^ without any charges being 
filed against him. Kahar Slip's wife, 
Jasbir Singh told this corraspondaot 
bow immediaiely aftas bar husband's 
ariest, both of them wore taken lO 
the Yamiujo Vdodroma for iniw- 
rogatloD and allegos chat her hus¬ 
band was tortured physically to 
make him confess to a cnisa be had 
not comiDined. "They used to throw 
h<n pepper In bis eyvs and boat him 
up. At the velodrome they did not let 
him sii down for sia days. Whoo 1 sew 
what they ware doing to him, 1 ueed 
to faint and seeing my poor health 
the police sent me home.'* 
Agi^rwal feels chsi among (be 
throe accused persons he was de¬ 
fending in the CJAse. Kcbar Singh is 
by far the most composed and 
straightforward. He exuained chat 
the IB wanted Kehar Singh co turn 
approver in the case and make felso 
ellagations against soma parsons. 

Meanwhila the work of tba Anand 
Ram enquiry team is in fujl swing, 
Many prominent pemns hai« bean 
sumiDooed to iu cdfice io the VigjM 
Bhivancomplex and^uaetionadLRa* 
candy, a senior DaUd police offleeTt 
Dr K.K. Paul has bean potted In the 
team. Tha ebarga’shaat apparaulyft 
quiet on many aspects of w anonoy 
being conduct by tba Anand mP 
(•am. 
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When the carpet is Persian, 
the walls are Luxol Silk. 
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Trail Nidu*s perennial number two 
man. He estabUihed links with chid 
secretary K. Chockalingam anil 
formed a coterie wiiAio a coterie. 
Neduncheshian transferred K. 
Mohandas DGP in charge of crime 
and intelligence.At that point MGR 
retunied and surprised everyone by 
the extent of tus recovery. 

MGR is naturally angry with both 
Neduncheshian and Veerappan for 
their machinations. But the latter is a 
loyalist and with MGR back, is con* 
tent to remain subservient. Never 
iheless, MGR has pul both in their 
pJacesandhas often curtly instructed 
Nedunchethian to leave the room * 

SijKDAY*s report that the coterie 
was taking decisions without MGR's 
knowledge was vindicated when one 
of the first things MGR did as CM 
was to reinstate K. Mohandas. Sun* 
DAV learns from a reliable source 
that MCK was unaware of the deci 
Sion to divest Jayalalitha of her post 
as deputy leader of the AlADMK 
Perliamenttry group. At the time of 
going to wess»JiyaUliiha had not yei 
met MGR which was surprising con* 


Setting the Party in Order 


tHnrrmir.s.L. KhameiiMliwkh M<>K 

Veerappan attracted people like 
P.U. Shunmugam Iparty general 
serretaryXK. Kalimuthu and Musir 
ipuihan. This coterie began to streng* 
then its bold over the party and the 
government. Veerappan wanted to 
I^p up Neduncheahian till such 
lime MGR returned from New York 
and till Chen he (Veerappan)wau]d 
mobilise all the MLAs. Do his return, 
MGR could be made CM without 

portfolio, while Veerappan would be¬ 
come the most important rcotre of 
power. 

Unfortunately. Nedunchezbian, 
and his wife, B. Vishalakshini. an 
ambitiovs woman, realised wbat 
Veerappan was op lo. He saw do 
reason why he should not attempt to 
strengthen himscU instead of Mng 


sidering that MGR has seen a large 
number of people. By maintaining a 
low profile. Jayalalitha is hoping, 
though not very confidently, that she 
vrill get justice from MGR. A 

source close to MGR told Sunday, 
"Why doesn't JeyaUlitha get off her 
high horse and meet MGR at the 
secretaiiat? This is no time to sit on 
her pride." The source added that 
there would be a reconciliation be* 
tween MCR and Jayalalitha though 
the former was ver,' oiqued by her 
outburst. 

Now that MGR is fully in control, 
the AlADMK will remain cohesive. 
MCR can ruthlessly axe anyone he 
wants and there is little anyone can 
do about it because his popularity is 
at an tll-cime high. 



PHILIPS 



Whatever the source, when it’s Philips, you’re sure 






i 

NSW AF S4S Musie Csntrs: Ampimsr- 
Cstt>wescfc»TunWieN In owt 
« 6& Wtoiii peak muwc pow«r 






Nmv AW 729 StSfSO AmplltfKk 

• SS W total peak music powar 



AW 629 Caaaatia Dacfc 

• Elactronic motor spaaO control 



Fei21 CaaaattaDadt 

♦ Sarvo mKf\dri9tr\ tot smooth 
oparstion 

s Dolby* NR Sysiam 

• Motai tape compaKDitity 




AH 824 AmpllHar . 

• 300 W total peak music power 



AFe34 

Elaetronie $paad Control Turntable 
a Siroboa co ea pacft control and 
maenetK caruiboa 



AF 7S4 Ssareo Turntable 
a CompatitHa with most stafeotw^in- 
orws anO smplifiar svstsmt 



a 65 W total peak music power 



m 

llgl 

PMlIpa Reek SyetenT^ 
a Corr^rlses ot F 7226 Diract Control 
TumtaUa. F 6121 Cassana Deck, 
AH S24 Ampirflar and AH 426 
speakers 

F 7229 Okeet Control TumtaMa 
a Quarts spaed control 


a LEDs to kidlcata signal taval 
a T h rea way spaakar syatam 



AC 029 Car Caaaena Playar 
a2K20WRMS 
a Dolby* nolsa raducSon 


a2x6WnMS 
a Auto ^avar ea 


T| 


0 Oi^ taiiwima m 




AH 719 Tuner Ampimar' 



AH719Tt 

a 65 W lolW pesk rrtowc power 


1 nicQwwawSiS StaiaeSyeiemCeniblnaMerM 



CASsaflaDack Sooakws 

A 

F 7299 

AI4SS4 

PSTSI 

AH 499 

a 

Af B9« 

Anna 

PS1S1 

AH OS 

1 ® 

ATTS* 

AH ns 


AH 439 

0 

^ AT ' ■ »9 

AH4» 


AFn« 

d AW rss (AmofeOMK; k 

AH ASS 

f 

6Ak ss«rSlwao Sywam} k 

AWS89 

AH4SS 


We have music for everyone 


Juatwali Into any FMIIpa Showroom and taka aleok 
at iha range. Whan you IMan to tftam, you wW agree 


PMUp«<-lh«trutl#d Indten hou—hold nams for ovtf fifty y—rt 



















NEWS 

ASSEM0LV ECBCTiONS 

Congress(I) versus Congress(l) 


it wilt be in their own interest to bide 
their time and wait for happier days 
M^en their keenness to ^serve the 
neiioQ" will be rewarded. Hence, the 
premises by axed ministers to faith¬ 
fully serve the party even thou^ 
they have been dropped. They have 
promised to work for the success of 
the official nominee in the hope that 
their “unflinching loyaliy"(<{ 
euphemism for self-survival), will not 
go unnoticed. 

While such rejected aspirants may 
be playing their political cards right, 
the rebels too can be regarded as 
making a major contribution to the 
cleansing of Indian politics by high¬ 
lighting the seamier side of the Con* 
grest(l) nominees Quite apparently, 
many disappointed partymen are of 
the view that Rajiv Gandhi could not 
be expected to know the background 
of each and every candidate. He has 
gone by the advice and recommenda¬ 
tions made by chief ministers, PCC(l) 
presidents. AlCC(lj observers, cen¬ 
tral ministers and other sources. 

Had he known that relatives of 
dropped ministers and legislators 
were being given tickets, would he 
have not taken action, ask the re¬ 
bels. They claim chat Rajiv Gandhi 
has been kepi in the dark by vested 
party interests who wanted their 
nominees included in the final list by 
hook or by crook. These “noi-too- 
serious” rebels are inclined to give 
Rajiv Gandhi the benefit of the 
doubt. But the "hardline rebels" 
reject this theory. Rajiv knows ev¬ 
erything, they maintain He has 
allowed "bhei-bhacr/a weed "because 
he was not serious about im¬ 
plementing the party's guidelines 

The Congressd) has a lot of ex¬ 
plaining to do about certain figures. 
It was officially claimed that (he 
number of sitting MLAs dropped was 
1,000- But it is certainly not more 
than 600. Again, though there was a 
ban on relatives being given tickets, 
how is it that nearly 160 relativs hive 
been nominated? These include two 
nephews of the Bihar chief minister, 
Chandrashekhar Sin^, and the son 
of the speaker, Radha Nandan Jhi, 
in Bihar, sons of four dropped minis¬ 
ters in Rajasthan, sons of two drop- 
ministers in Maharashtra and 
the husband of another dropped 
minister in that state along with the 
son of a member of the selection 
panel, and as many 25 ''relatives*' 
in Madhya Pradesh- 

Will this affect the chances of the 
Congress candidates? U it quite like¬ 
ly that the chances of quite a few 
nominees might be ruined. But, if 
another "Rajiv wave" develops, then 
•U these factors will be swept elide. 


nomineted because there were only 
wild allegations against them but no 
evidence, then why has the same 
criteria not been applied in the case 
of those who have been rejected, 
especi^ly the sirring MLAs? 

These ere the ijucstions the rebel* 
are asking. They are finding it diffi¬ 
cult to break away from the Congress 
party whose members they have 
been for several years and which has 
made them into Ukhp$ti» and 
rronp^tis. But they are finding the 
hurailiacioe too muck to bear. So 
while some are otenteUy prepared 
for expulsion, many ocbars feel that 


indicates that those denied tickets 
are in no mood to take (his lying 
down. This has already had, to some 
extent, an adverse impact on the 
unity, discipline and morale in the 
party. "If we are corrupt, so are those 
who have been given tickers," say 
(he rebels. They point out that 
jnumerous relatives of importaDt 
politicians have been given tickets. 
^Who says that bhai-bhec^aweed in 
the Congressd) has ended?" they ask 
angrily. 

Obviously, while Rajiv Gandhi and 
party lea^s will in their election 
Ftmpiign emphasise the "dean ini- 

pailt »i -t MMI »M» 
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hHanufi KnrI 


ptK and t4Nis 

Fur ihe vesrs that K«$ri his 
*‘^ulfhfullv'' 5erv«d the AlCCtlK he 
ha^ alleged lx lieeft a key heneCicUry 
in dJI iTHineiiry iran!xdc(}»n*x Even in 
the di^inhiition nf piriy fund« to 
tandidaies. Kesri is alleged to hive 
cornered hi> share. Within the AlC 
€<Il. It IV Mild that Kesri .^nd « few of 
hiv henchmen in ihe adminisirition 


CQNGAESSd) 


SKaram Kesri f61>e Removed? 


AICQI) treasurer’s days may be numbered 

liny eyihrowe were raised 
I when, durinfi the reshuffle in 
the A1CC(I) by Congresstn president 
Rajiv Gandhi, the treasurer, Siiaram 
Keiri. was not dropped. New seneral 
Aecrataries and joint secretaries 
were appointed, but Sitaram Kesri 
continued as treasurer. However, rhe 
axe is likely to fall su<m after the 
Assembly elections, Kesri has sur 
vlved so far only because Rajiv Gan 
dhi wanted to make sure that all the 
relevant records regarding payments 
were taken away from him. He mi^ht 
have also wanted time to think of a 
successor. 

Rajiv Gandhi's eafterncvv to re* 
place Kesri is in keeping with his 
determination to provide a clean and 
efficient administraiinn in the j(oy- 
ernmem and m the partv. While 
Kesri may be efficient, there are 
serious alienations thai some pvtipic 
in the AICC(I) office receive a Vur* in 
every deal ihat the AlOCih omers 
into. This includes the production ol 
election materiel like flags, posters, 
pamphlets. b»ndii and alwi the tin* 
lisation of vehicles like trucks, lem* 


have been ruling the roost. Not a 
single file requiring financial sane* 
tion by Kesri is signed unless the 
**cul* is paid, ir i.v alleged. Kesri's 
days are numbered. His replacement 
may come from the Youth Congress, 
as Rajiv Gandhi may choose lo place 
greater trust in some young MR who 
he thinks can fit the bill. One penoral 
secretary of lYC. who had served in 
the National Students' Union of In* 
dia (NSUli earlier, may be Kesri's 
replacement. 

Tvro other 'VIPs' likely lo be dift* 
lodged after the Asvemblv polls are 
Mr M.L. Kocedar and Mr Chandiilal 
Chandrakar. Fotedar will have rt> go 
because Rajiv Gandhi doe^ not de* 
sire anyone from among his mother's 
cliuu; aides to remain close to rhe 
centre of power. Fotedar may he 
accomodated asu minister in .lammu 
and Kashmir if Rain Gandhi wishes. 
Chandrakar is likely to be eased nut 
because uf his incompetence in deal 
ing With a major minisiry I'ke rurnl 
development where a lot of dymim* 
ism and hard xv<irk is iivcv»sary. 
Moreover, Chandrakar had h.odly 
acquitted himself successfully ;is an 
AlCCtll general secretary in chorge 
of press relations and pubikutionv. 
His replacement, Srikani Vermu. de 
spite shuricomiiigs. has proved rhur 
Chandrakar could have done iiriTei. 
Oopat «*Me, JW MW 


DMKP 

A Crumbline Edifice 


The Jats afChhnprauIi revolt agoinst Charan Singh 


T he octogenarian DMKR leader. 

Chaudhary Charan Smgh. ^acv^ a 
revolt from his party men at Chhap* 
rauli, an Assembly Mrgmcnt oi the 
Baghpat Lok Sabha seat, considered 
CO be his domain for the paM thice 
decades. In this Assemblv eiccicon, 
the Chaudhary has given ihi* UMKR 
ticket to his daughter, Sami Veimu 
which has led to a maior revolt 
among the dominant .fats of Chliap* 
rauli. The nomination of Saroj Ver 
ma was opposed by ten block pra- 
mukhs of the constituency but the 
Chaudhary ignored all protests and 
the Jats of Chhaprauli have now 
decided to join the CongressrI). 

The Jars in the Chliapcauli A.'«sem- 
bly segment have always voted for 
'he Chaudhary since the pre* 
indep^enre dafM. Bui now. for the 
firstTima things are looking difiUult 
fnr the Chaudhary. The .lots are now 
"punly coming uut against the 
"dyntitu* attitude'' "1 the 
Chaudhary. The pradhufi uf the 
Kuittaal Wiiage in Chhaprauli, 

■WT M Swnwv l SMS' im 


Chaudhary ,T<<gnu Singh told Si ni>av. 
*'We have always supported 
Chaudharv and his Candida tvs. m all 
the elections we always gave lakhs of 
rupees to the Chaudhary. but this 
time the Jats will not support him 
jnd his daughter. We are not Ixmdcd 
labour uf the Chaudhary. as ht 
thinks, we also know huw to show 
him our teeth." This opinion is 
shared by other mflueniiat Jats of 
the area es xvcll. Casieist politics bus 
its pitfalls: the Jats resent the fact 
that Saroj Verma h» married out* 
side the caste. And Saipal Malik, a 
Cfmgresstli MP and once the most 
trusted man of the Chaudhary and 
former general secretary of Lok Dal 
was responsible for the volte face in 
attitudes. 

Whv did the Chaudharv give the 
ticket lu his daughter? According to 
pariv sources. Mr Charan SingS 
feared ihai hh daughter would i«iin 
Mr Rnm Naresh YadavV Lok Dal (R i 
and gave her the ticket only to keep 
her in the party. But he never 


thought Ihai the .lets uf the Chhop* 
reulj area would rise up in revoli. Ij\ 
fact, they have suggested thai ihv 
DMKP support independent randi* 
date Ram Pal Ringh and reiiri* Suroj 
Verma. The Jais of Barn.iw.i and 
Baghpat Assemblv constituencies t(H> 
are unhappy about the nomin,iti<ms 
nf Bhopal Singh and .Sahib Singh, 
reaped ively 

The DMKP. once the “domin.inr 
parly in the north" wer.* wified nul 
after the Luk Sahha elections as only 
three candidates including Mr Char¬ 
an Singh won and of them. Mr Vijav 
Kumar Mkhra, Member uf Parlia* 
ment from Bihar has defer tod 
lo the .lanaia Pariv along with Kajya 
Sabha memher Mr Kukumden 
Narayan Yadav. Mr Ramaxhunkar 
Singh, a lime partv MLA in Madhva 
Pradesh and party state president 
ha^ defected cu Congressili xviih ah- 
nut .^.UUO supporters and Mr Ram 
Naresh Yadav. who has n<»w been 
expelled from the pa: i v, has filed hk 
nomination as an inoependeni und 
formed the Uik Dal > R k As he has a 
better image in the state compared 
to many DMKP leaders, it is u bl<kw tn 
Charan Singh. With the Juts of 
Chhupreuli also in revolt, DMKP's 
"dominant" image is fudiiic awuv 
h$mtm MM New OaM. 
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C^JASTER ‘ 

Floating Inferno 

34 die in liner blaze 

I t was I gruesome combinarion of 
The Poseidon Adventure and The 
Towering Inferno- On Monday, 12 
February at about 2.00 pm a fire 
broke out in tbe 'D* deck of the 
prestigious passenger liner M. V 
Chidarabiram while it was at sea 
killing M persons and injuring many 
more. Ibe ship plies between Madras 
and Singapore! via Kuala Lumpur. 
Narrating the tragic events uf the 
day, Captain Rakesh Anand said that 
the fire was nuiicad in one of the 
exhausts of the galley in the deck. 
Even as the crew and Mime pa<ven 
gars were trying to put uut the hre. 
the flames spread into the hunk cLs« 
of the ‘O' deck, the cheapv»t accom' 
modaiion on the ship coriiaining 
nearly iOO passengers. The liner can 
accommodate a total uf I6S0 passen 
gers and nearly 200 crew 

Many passengers were sleeping 
when smuke engug«<jthem. In the | 


NEWS 

stampede for the exits, many could 
rtcH escape because of the confined 
space and the narrow exits. Tbe 
inflaoMble ’ foam cushion sears and 
baggage that contained Large qnanti 
ties of synthetic fabrk made the 'D* 
deck A furnace. Trapped in the con* 
fmed space, they were charred to 
death. In fact, parts of the bodie< 
could nor b« differenciaied from the 
burnt bus of luggage. 

It Took five hours uf vigorous fire 
fighting lu bring the flames under 
control and tt tn^ 16 hours to 
extinguish ibe fire Apart from the 
34 dead, manv were injured and 
goods worth lakhs of rupees were 
destroyed. The 19 vear old Chidam 
baram which was due to be scrapped 
in .luiie I9HS and was making us last 
voyage was totally crippled 

The fire had brokcm oui when ibc 
ship was .)00 nauttcal miles away 
from Madras When the fire was 
finally put oui, the ship was found to 
have listed hv ten degrees But since 
the engine was working, the captain 
declined to evacuate the passengers 
and decided to return i» Madras. The 
ship was finally berthed at the North 
Quiiy i>f Madras Harbour at $.30 am 
on H February. Koweser. it was only 


BUREAUCRACY 

Removing the President’s Men 


A re all the bureaucrats who 
came to the capital after Ciani 
Zail Singh shifted to the cvakc 
being shunted oui? The answet is. 
ves. Giani Zail Singh came la the 
centre in 1990. wnen he wa.s made 
the union home minister. Before 
that the present Presideiii of India 
had confined himself lo Punjab 
politics. It was but natural that 
Gianiji’s presence In New Delhi 
would bring in its fiOd the posting 
of some of his chosen affiiers. Kivc 
IAS officers from Punjab wvrv 
brought by Giani Zail Singh in 
1980r S. P. Bagla. l.J S Bindta. S U 
Kapur. A. S. Chhatiai and K. S. 
Bains. The tenure rule is now living 
used to send all of them back. 

S. P. Bagla was an impuriam 
bureaucrat in the days when Giani 
Zail Singh was the home minister 
He was tbe joint secretary and 
establishment officer in the depart* 
ment of personnel and was secret* 
ary to the cabinet's Appointments 
Committee and ail top level post* 
ings were processed by him. A few 
months before Giani ^il Smgh be¬ 
came the President in 1982, Bagla 
was eent to Washington »s the 
miniiitr. economic affairs in the 


Indian embassy there. Hiv three | 
year term is now over and Bagla has 
been posted hack to Punjab 

The return to Punjab of I. S 
Bindra has rai^rd eyebrows. Hu was 
the special avsjsiani lo Ciani Zail 
Singh in the home ministry and is 
now the l^evident's S.A., a post in 
which he should normally he 
allowed 10 cuniinue tUI the Presx* 
ileni ds*si'es his very ices. The insist* 
vnee on tenure rule for Bindre is 
Iving made despite the President 
being keen to retain him in Delhi. 

S. 1. Kapur was brought in bv 
hi me minister Zail Sin^ as joint 
secretary in charge of bniadcasting 
and TV in the information and 
broadcasting ministry. He has now 
gone back to Punjab as transport 
secretary. Two other men of (•lani* 
ils whii are in the reversion list are 
A. S. Chhuitar, |oint secretary io 
charge of foreiim trad* in the com* 
mcrce ministry and K. S. Bains, 
joint secretary In charge uf foreign 
coUaboralions in the industry 
ministry. Both officers have been 
given their reversion orders and 
are likely lo he posted to Punjab m 
the next few months. 

gheW art an * Md 


It 9.05 am that the first passenger 
walked out. 

It was a nightmare for them and 
they were ^ad th*i it was over But 
the frightful images are etched in 
their memory. The 6S yeur*uld Than 
garasu recollects that awful moment 
when he saw a father and son cling¬ 
ing together and clawing the air 
desperately as they were engulfed in 
the billowing smoke Thepassen 
gers had done a lot of shopping 
either fur themselves or to resell in 
Madras. The Chidambaram has al* 
ways been used for smiijuifing hi 
goods. In fact, a number of agents are 
usually sent by big smugglers m 
bring IP conirahand goods. The Port 
Trust authorities. Customs officiiils, 
■re all Involved in the rackets. 

Ii has been esrul)|i*.hed beyond 
doubt that the fire fighimg etjuip- 
menl in the ship was inadetiuatv. 
Captain Anand and Admiral K K. ,S 
flandhi. the chairm.in of ihe .Ship¬ 
ping Corporaiiun of India (SCI) ihar 
owns tbe ship, however, claimed ihai 
the fire safety equipmuni had not 
been faulty. Given the extent of 
devastation ii is clear Thar the fire 
riged on for hours cornel lung ihiit 
would not have been Jikelv had the 
equipment been in working londi 
lion. Several passengers lesiiliud 
that none of the fire extiiigiiishers 
worked and that ihev had to pul out 
the fire by pouring buckets uf water, 
which took considerable time resiiJt- 
ing in extensive damage Another 
aspect that indicts ihe crew of nugb- 
geoce IS that five of the eight exits of 
the hunkec section were eilher hH;k 
ed or jammed 

If the crew had the presunce ol 
mind, they cuuld have tued to ojien 
these exit points. Seveiul passengers 
who were luckv to base escaped 
stated ihai they had ined in vjin to 
open some uf the exit doors The 
crew IS also guilty of misleading ihe 
passengers Shortly afisi the fire 
broke out. i( was annoiinied on the 
public address system that a fire had 
erupted in the V’ deck, hut had l>«en 
cuntained when the fire w’as still 
spreading. Thi> led to a rush by the 
passengers to try and retrieve then 
belonging), stopping people front' 
trying (u escape from within. Accoid- 
ing lo forensic science exjieris. a 
number of the passengers could have 
died of asphyxiation. 

Though they were handicapped bv 
the failure of the firu 'iifthting equip¬ 
ment some of the c.ew I ought vu* 
liantiy to comrul the lire. But fur the 
crew and passengers, the fire could 
have easily spread. A itumbei oi 
passengers testified that Capi. 
Anand kept his cool ihroughour the 
crisis and was prompt and effective. 
Ma Pre^ m»*t$ 
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If you believe petroleum conservation 
is an arty social Issue 
that just sounds good but means nothing, 
let's talk instead of a national loss 
of Rs. 800 crores annually. 

And a drastic change in your lifestyle 



F) iding to work is not as far fetched a 
situation as you believe. Within the next 
$0 years we will probably even have to 
select a horse. And let's not dismiss the 
situation by sayinq "Oh. I won't be alive". 
Because our children will. 

The problem 

The world's petroleum resources are not 
going lo last much longer especially ai the 
present rate of growth m consumption. 

India has to import oil utilising invaluable 
foreign exchar>ge In spite of this we waste 
petroleum worth R$ 800 crores every year. 

Scientists are workir>g hard to develop 
alternate sources of energy But this takes 
time. And we are wasting fuel so last that 
we are not going to give them ihai time 

You can help in 4 ereas 

PCRA has identified 4 areas tor 
Immediate action If you follow a tew lips for 
the efficient utilisation of fuel both you and 
India Will benefit We don’t have space tor all 
of them. But here arc some 

Conservation on the road 

Drive at the right spe^ Plan your roule. 
Don't ride your clutch. Don’t use your brake 
too often Avoid congested "stop and go" 
traffic. Use the right spark plugs Tune artd 
maintairt your ongme Check oil drips. 

Follow these and a few other tips dr>d 
you can save f0% ol your fuel bills. And 
India s' 

Conservation at home 

Don’t leave your burners on 
unnecessarily. Use the right si 2 e<lcof>lair>er 
Use the small burner as often as po^ibie 
Keep the water quaniily to the bare minimum. 
Use the pressure cooker Soak ingredients 
and allow frozen food to reach room 
temperature before cooking them. 

Use the lid on a vessel to avoid heat 
loss. Clean your burners and wicks 
regularly. 

These and a few other simple will 
help you save 25% of your fuel bills And 
Indians! 

Conservation In agriculture 

In tractors: Stop diesel leaks, Twn your 
engine off on long stc^. Drive in the right 
gear. Check vour tractex if it smokes too 
much and keep the air filter clean Plan your 
field run and match hauling capacity with 
load. 


In irrigaiion pumps our experience 
proves that farmers can save 3U to 40% 
diesel with a few minor changes 

Conservation In IrMluatry 

Because of eight primary reasons boilers 
in Indian industry are wasting up to 25% of 
the total fuel oil used. The reasons are 
different bul the same is true for indusiries 
that utilise furnaces This results m an 
annual loss of luel worth Rs. 270 crores 

1299 industries in India, hosvever. have 
followed PCRA's advice arid have saved 
substantial amounts immediately. 

What you can do to help 

We are all probably responsible for 
wasling luel m ai least one or probably even 
three ol these areas. 

Remember, ultimately we have to bear 
the cost, as user, con$urr>dr. manufacturer, 
shareholdei or as a ertizen of India 

So let s work to end this waste. In some 
areas you can begin today In others areas 
you may need to get in touch with us Do 
that We'II wo^ with you 


Petroleum 
Conservation 
Research 
Association 

306, Seihr Bhawan. 7 Rajendra Place, 
New Delhi-no 005 


PCRA IS a Government sponsored 
organisation and a representative of India’s 
petroleum companies in areas related to 
conservation. 

PCRA's four major conservation targets 
are the Indusinal. Agricultural. Domestic and 
Transpon sectors. 

PCRA's services are tree. Savings 
achieved by PCRA through conservation 
exceed Rs. 100 crores per annum. 



OH Isn’t going to last much longer. Use It with wisdom. 


3d-0*VXlh 



VARIETY/Soence 


An Experiment in Smokbig 

A n evpcruDent in nnei- 
smoking hnlth educa< 
tiofl carried out in Eng¬ 
land has succeeded in dis¬ 
suading a good number of 
children from smoking. 
The first 12 months of a 
twiyycar project to assess 
the effects of smoking on 
children aged between 11 
years, has shown that a high proportion of them 
have given up smoking as a result of the proiect, which 
was supervised by Dr Peter Travers of the School of 
Education at Exeter university in south-west England. 

In the prujeci, rules (or the lung funaions were laid 
down and ihe effects cf smoking upon the lungs demons¬ 
trated. A simple and accurate spirometer (which mea- 
Kures air inhaled and exhaled during resplrution) was 
dcveliiped by Dr 1’revers. This allowed schoolchildren to 
make 'heir own lung fuiKtion tests, "ft has already been 
vhown that smoking does prtiduce respiratory obstruc- 
11011 in the lungs." said DrlVavers. '‘Another interesting 
lesuli showed that children who are non-smokers are 
loilile to have poor lung function test results If their 
|iorciiis are heavy smokers. As a consequence, some 
parents have given up smoking." 

No Toothpicks, Please 

T huse of you whu use toothpicks after lunch or dinner 
ore idvised to refrain from such a practice: it could 
be faiHl A rv.searcher at (he Centers for Disease Control. 
Atliinia, iian called attention to a public health threat 
that injures tome people every year Many nf the 
injuries are minor, but there have been a few deaths and 
cl(*sc' culls. In one case, a man was suffering from 
sYmpicims similar to those uf AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome} Doctors found a toothpick lodged 
in his liver. 


The ‘Heimlich Manoeuvre" 

I f you find someone chok¬ 
ing or havirig an obstruc¬ 
tion in hb throat, don'i 
slap him on hiv back. 1'ry 
the "Heimlich man¬ 
oeuvre." This involves en¬ 
circling the victim from 
behind so that the res¬ 
cuer's grasped hands press 
hard into the abdomen, 
forcing *he diaphragm upward and creating a rush of air 
that expels whatever may be stuck in the windpipe. This 
anti-choking strategy has been discovered by Dr Henry 
Heimlich, of Xavier university in CiticiiinaLi. USA, who 
recenily won ihe Albert Lasker award, one of the most 
prestigious prises in nudremc. Dr Heimlich stares that 
should the victim Iw aliinr, he should thrusi his fist into 
his abdomen or if that fails. Umu over the hack of a chair 
or the edge uf a table m such a way as (n apply pressure 
just below Ihe rtb cage. He maim.iiiis (hat his technique 
is so simple that In one case a fuui yoar old boy saved his 
younger brinher. Thi*. diKoverv h.r won Dr Heimlich 
pleniv >»f recognition from the lU.OtXl Americans it has 
saved from death Mnce 1974. 

Hope for the Blind 

A ir France, one of the world's leading airlines, has 
come op with a unique system of integrated bureau- 
tics for the blind. Thiv »yMem. which was designed by a 
blind, young engineer. Mr Philippe Balin, gives them 
access tn textual information in Braille that has so far 
prevented them itom yuning the working world. The 
advantage offered bs this system is that a blind person 
can use it with as much ease as anyone else and that, to 
have access to the stored dale tin Braille or otherwise), 
(he operator who Is not blind does not have to know 
Braille and (he blind operator does nut need to be able to 
read. 




Keeping Blood Fresh 


Teaching Through Satellite 


B lood clotting comes as 
a relief (o most peo- 


u pie. but not to biochem- 
•***• whose problem is 
keeping blo(^ samples 
fresh while (hey are being 
''ow delivered lo laburatories. 

To help faciliiate biochem- 
ISIS. Britain’s Corning 
f Medical and Scientific has 
recently come up with an Ingenious adaptation of the 
tdRiihar syringe plunger (hat helps withdraw blood, mix 
II with un anti-coagulant and seal the container, all in a 
go Ti» take samples, the plunger is set at (he desired 
volume and the needle insert^ into the artery. Blood 
then fills the sampler until it touches the plunger, 
inimediatelv displacing all the air through ihree equally 
spaced cbaiinoK around the plunger. When a micropor- 
uus hvdniphobic filter positioned above these pores is 
touched l>y hlood. u seals immediately. It is also 
picloudccl with fasi dissolving heparin, and this and- 
coaguJani mixes with (he sample as it is taken. It can be 
iiperaied with ime hand so that needle movement can be 
kept at a minimum thus reducing patient trauma. 


mi 


T he remote Eastern Is¬ 
land universities uf In¬ 
donesia. using (WO chan¬ 
nels of the country's re¬ 
cently upgraded cum¬ 
in unicat ions satellite, 
have established a (satel¬ 
lite curriculum. Teachers 
and technicians at 11 clas¬ 
srooms on Java. Borneo. 

Sulawesi. Seram and Irian jaya have been linked 
together by PALAPA. which orbits about 700 kilometres 
above Jakarta, bouncing messjges to a total of more 
than 100 receiving dishes scattered across 3,000 miles of 
the archipelago. Using 11 of these "earth stations," the 
Indonesian Distance Education Satellite System, or 
INDESS, is seeking ways to make up for a shortage 
teachers. 

The IHDESS student sits In a normal classroom— 
except (hare is a microphone on his desk and a video 
"blackboard" in front of him instead ot a teacher. Re 
hears the teacher's voice "live" and there is a tutor at 
each classroom. The student can discuss questions with 
his tutor and. if necessary, speak directly to the teacher. 
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This India 



BOMBAY: A BEST sin^e d«(k»r huv 
wta atolen from the Wud^la deptit on 
23 January. Strangely enough, it wav 
none other than the BEST driver Appd 
Rajaram Kunte who had taken it for a 
joy ride to Satera. ACP Anpai and 
senior inspector Tukne of R. A. Kidwai 
Mart police siaiion who received a 
complaint about the (heft nf vingle- 
decker bus No MRL'S6!if> on route No 
61 spread their dragnet al) over ihc 
city in vein. Later, they were informed 
that it had been driven to Satara—The 
Daily (D.N. Rajan, Kalvrai 

FAR1DABAD: Candle maker* of 
Haryana never had it sc good, ihankv 
to the cut in power supply to domestic 
consumers between ten pm and ux am. 
, Never did the industry earn so much 
; even during Diwah days. The situation 
has come to such a pass that wax, that 
was being quoted at a discount tUI 
November last, is sold at 100 per cent 
premium todays The Times of India 
(B.K, Salwan, 99 APO) 

TRICKUR: Mr M.V. Cheeraii. presi* 
dent of the Voters* Forum at Kunnaxi* 
kulam, can now rejoice b>' shaving off 
his drooping beard. It has been the 
resolve of this 71'year old man since 
June 1982 not to shave his beard till 
the centrel government introduced 
legislation banning political defection. 
The first thing Mr Cheeiao did after 
he came to know of the passing of the 
Anti Defection BUJ was to send a lener 
to the fhrime Minister congratulating 
him on his bold initiative in introduc¬ 
ing the biU-^/ndjen Express <A. V. 
Ramamurtby. New Delhi) 

JAJPUR: Brishbhan, an employee of 
the mtwhile union territory of Ajmer, 
who was deprived of his promuiionaJ 
benefits following the merger of 

INS 
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Ajmer with Rajasthan in 19S6, finally 
got justice after nearly 30 years pf, 
continuous struggle. Brishbhen was 
working as an accounts officer at the 
time of the merger. He was reverted to 
a junior position by ebe Rajasiban 
guvernment despite the directions by 
the central government to give him his 
due under the Slates Reorganisation 
Act, 19S&^//idian Express (N. Balan, 
Madras) 


CALCUTTA: A convict involved in a 
bank dacoity and sentenced to life was 
found by a Calcutta detective police 
officer in the Chetla area Nilmuni 
ilhush. on being challenged, produced 
a release order passed In the Alipore 
Central Jail authorities on the 
strength uf a Supreme Court acquiiiel 
order, dated 12 December 1983. But 
ihv judges—Mr Justice F.N Rhagawa* 
li. Mr Justire A.N. ben and Mi Justice 
K N Misra **had not passed any such 
nrdei The West Bengal chief secret- 
a IV. Mr H.V Krishnan, vaid ihe Sup¬ 
reme Court order looked "valid" but 
' subsequent investigation revealed 
that the judges did not sign any acquit¬ 
tal order of Nilmoni Ghosh and 
amiihcr accused, Jagiii Singh Nilmuni 
Ghosh has been n‘.irresied—f/ie Hin¬ 
du IK Vmal Sheity. Bangalore) 

BOMBAY The boinlMV TeleplxMies 
! havr iHit Iviunl anvthing ftum the 
ban ago id press criinivm un its effi- 
vienvv. Kecviillv. the gvtieraJ maiidgei 
of Bomlidv Telephiuii s. whii was un¬ 
able to at tend u press conft.i«*iicc diu- 
to illness, tried to tall Falrakar Sangh. 
the venue of the meet. All he got were 
wrung numbers—Free Press Juuiiiai 
(K. S. Mahalingam. Bombay < 

NEW DELHI. Kishan 1^1 Kiihli. a 
Bomhav hii'.inesstuan. dupi'd hooiIivi 
husine^ small «f Rs 'Ul.UOU, umitcsy 
wrong lelephunc umjiociion Hr was 
however later an rsied bv (hr polivv 
Mr Kohh was slaying in a hold ai Asat 
All Koail Mi Rakesh Kumar, a 
liusinessmaii of Karul Bagh, came lu 
ihe hotel to make the pavtneni uf Rs 
W.OOO in Mr Jagjit Singh, wlw w*iv 
also slaving m the hotel Mr f<ake<h 
Komar did not know or rts:ogiiise 
Jjgjit Singh and was going to make 
' (he payment as pan of a business deaf 
folUiwing a cal! from his own relaoim 
m Bombay, When Rakrsh Kumar 
asked the telephone operator to con 
oeci him to Jagjit Singh Ins telephone 
was wrongly connect^ to Kohli. who 
impersonated himself as Jagjit Singh 
and called Rakesh Kumar if his rmim. 
After a brief discussion he rook Rs 
50.000 from Rakesh Ki:mar—The fhn- 
ilustan Times (R Behtra. Rourkela) 


WiTHOOT Comment 

We have done in weeks whai 
could nut’ he dune m 20 yeariw— 
Rujiv Gandhi, on ihe Anii- 
Defectiun Bill 

Elect ions in Mitoiain are like 
going lo church—clean and 
cheap—Lai Tiianhuwla. chief 
miniiter of Mitoram, in 7’he 
Ht-rjld Rtvte’W 

Mt/ii iM'uple »(c very pence lov¬ 
ing There ha* never Iseen ») mur¬ 
der case for 20 yeais—Mizu leall¬ 
ot laildcnga in XWfkenii Heview 

He (MGKI went (n America as our 
chief minister, underwent treai- 
ment there as our chief minister, 
and has now i eturned rn us ax our 
chief miiiKti’i—Tamil Nadu fi 
nance minisiei Nediiiichexivjii m 
Ihv Wvi‘k 

Fur dcvelopmeiu one has ti. Ik a 
bil rash. One hot to be a little 
strong hi gel the development 
work done—R,insi lail in Tbe.Vim- 
Jav Observei 


' m 



I, used to oat piichkas sitting nn 
the pjvvmvni ami Tm prepared to 
do it sUb. It muv not ho wha( 
pcKipIc in my positmi) are ex- 
pec led lo do - -bin I’m nut a parrnt 
in a gddvd uge-Hassi Mody, 
TISCO ch.iiiman, in <>coHemen 

A semiiis’arr film which only ten 
IH’ople wtanc to watch and under- 
siand isn*! cmi-ma. It's a waste of 
celluloid—Bhagyarai in The Ulus- 
umed Weekly of India 

I've never been read much in 
India. Also, it you're nol lUO per 
tent Indo-phile, you're ,iutomati- 
cally assumed ui )>c' Indo-phobe— 
Ruth Jhabvala in Asiaiveek 

If ! was to be reoorn as a man. I 
would like TCI be Amitabh Bach- 
chan. And if 1 was ia be reborn a% 
a woman, t would like to lie Lata 
Mangesfikur^—Jagjii Singh, ghot> 
itl Singer, in The Nunday Observer 


MiiT 9* Neutrr t Nwei 
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VAKiHiir/bVfmAYWEK 


BEGINNING 24 FEBRUARY 1985 BY AMRITUU. 



AAIES {1S AfrlUU Ml|) 

siars frhine C>rkg^^ on on 
ftnanc^ai dMls nnaitMd thic 
week Businesemen ehooW 
noi heeitiie lo leke neks. 
This IB an eQually lucky period for lovore: 
you can meier^eiise marriage prens The 
domeedc from will remem calm but avoid 
argumenis with eldera m the family. 
However, ihe phase is m>t good for profes* 
sionais exercise tact while deakrig with 
yO\ir supenore 
Bead daitir 24, ?6 arto 26 
LucIcT nunben 3. 5 arx) 9 
Favnnble dlreetMe: South easl 



TAURUS <16 May—14 JeM| 
This week you wU come m 
cohlaci with an mliueniiai 
person who wil be of im¬ 
mense help 10 you m future. 
A lourricy undertaken during the middle ol 
ihc week will prove finarKieJiy profitable. 
On the profeesionai front some Of you may 
bo promoted BuBir\easmen will also maks 
at«Jdy progress This is v\ exceMni period 
fc; r,'a'riage negotiations Watch your 
health closely 
Seed Sites. 26. 27 and I 
tucky Mimbtra: 2. 5 and 7 
fiveeribli dlrsstlen; Nonh*weSl 


GEMIHt (16 Jun^U Jefy) 
Financially, your poeilion will 
Ji tmprove Ihia week but svo*d 
r / fl n extravagance This is the 
^ 48^ <deai lime to sofve legal prob* 
leme Businessmen and orotesamnM will 
make steady headway TTw domeebc front 
will provide you with all the energy lo 
embark on new ventures However, ^is a 
not a lavouiable phase lor love and mar* 
nags negni.anons Your heefih win also 
bother you 

Good dstei: 26. 26 and 2 
I lueVy mimbers: i . 3 and 6 
! FivMrsbfe dfractlen, Easi 


FS!..'/' 


* 


CANCER (16 Jsly—14 Asfsst) 

This is a particularly Kicky 
week for lawyers artd poiili* 
ciar>$ Those employed ih the 
private sector wi6 also be 
rewarded lor their service. Businessmen 
are likely lo bag lucrative deals Ai home 
your relatives will be a source of |oy* 
Frier^ds will prove lo be very helpful to you. 
This IS the ideal lime to gel married. Your 
health will improve markedly. 

GqoS dates: 24. 2b ano 27 

IfCky ttumberr 2 . 4 and 6 
Favourable diracUon: ^est 


itO 111 


bar) the ere penicuierv 
lyA teveurabfe to bustneesmen 
^ thfe week. Push your effort!* 
MbaiAM to the utmosS end~do rwl 
hesitate to undertake - Kiky ventures. 
Things sfe f>ot eo bright for fhoee m 
service, desprte your honest efforts, you 
may incur the diepteesure of your super* 
lors However, ihts ie a good phase for 
metnmohAl negoMtiOhs. a sharp eye 
on your health errd d>et 
deed deiea: 2S. 26 and 28 
Is^ wmbei y a. 6 end 6 
FeseeieMe Mettsa: North-weet 


•di 


VIRGO <18 Seple«ber~14 

OcMier) gr>on>ee w>il be ec* 
bve Ounng we penod do not 
take even your dose frienda 
and reletives for granted 
FinerKieAy you will run into rough weather. 
Someone at home may suddenly ten sick 
adding to yovr linenoei burden. On the 
buamese front Wrtgs are not so bleak go 
ahead with expansion piene. The penod a 
aise favourable for love end married nego* 

(laiions 

Seed letea: 26. 27 and 1 

Ueky wnbers: V 2 and 4 
FevaeraMa direcllee; South 



IIIRA (16 Oslebar-14 

NwcBbe^ If you are in love 
and wAhr^ to gel mamed. 
th« la the oppot\ufi9 bme to 
do so Prospects sre siso 
brght lor bupr^essmen and proreBSk>nafs. 
Artists and sportamen are lik^ 10 win rare 
honours The domesbc front win remain 
ir>ap<ring However, you should avod uo* 
necessary argumenis vrith fnends and reia* 
lives. Those above 40 should be careful 
about iheu heaKh 
Geod Mi: 27. 28 and 2 
Usky aeaMisr 7. 6 and 9 
Fsiaersbfe Slrecllei: South 


m 




SCORPIO <16 Nevaabet—14 
Dasambarl Studerits ara 
advised not to inner away 
precious ome try to make ful 
_ use of die oppommibes that 
come your way. This period a extremely 
favourable for servicemen: s promotion 
cannot be ruled out. Businessmen wiF also 
find this phase Kicky. The domestic front 
will remain caHn, Your fmanesai posAon will 
improve. 

Gees Ms: 24. 27 ano 1 
Ucky Buher a : 3. 4 and 5 
Faveenbla MracGor North 






tMrtTMn (II Mm 
14 MMI le a 


*14 MM) this le e lutffV 
.week for all of you. SupMrt 
wfH recognise the good ear* 
vicea of profaeilor^ whHe 
busmesamen wiU get aa cppohuhRy tc 
expand their bualneea. SpeculeM ven¬ 
tures w^iJ yield fruitful retuns.'Flnenciafty' 
acme of you are likely to gain mohey or 
property through er^ unexpected source. 
The period is also lucky for lovers end 
eigiDie techelors. 

Geed eitti: 25. 26 eno 2 
Laeky aemban: 5, 6 and 7 
ra seerelis eirscUoa: Nonb*eui 


a CAPRICORN (16 4MM-14 

Fabraary) This <a an extreme¬ 
ly lucky week for most of you. 
The domestic front will re¬ 
main inspiring. Financially 
most ol you will <iiin money or property 
through inheriancu Sportamen and ertlata 
will benefit from thia favourable phase. A 
letter ai the end of the weak will bring 
piessant surprise However, Ihii is not I 
good penod lor lovers, avoid idvsnturoua 
plans 

Geed Mi: 26. 27 ar>d 26 
Iscky eamban; 1. 8 and 9 
Ptvaersbla dlrttfloe: Weti 


►XO.O:OX« 


AQUARtue (16 Pebnwy— 
Marth) This week you shoulc 
avoid quarrelling with femil) 
members at home. Yourchil* 
dren may be deitiindlng bu' 
deal wrih them sympaiheilcaiiy. Your heeltT 
will edd to your worries. Howrever, you wil 
make steady progiees on the protesalona 
front. This is also s good period foi 
businessmen, Lavers can go ahead 
marriage plans A letler will bring gooc 

Geed datn: 26. 1 and 2 
Uefcy numbin. 6. 7 and 6 
Faveurabla direattae: Nohh west 





nsas (16 Martb-u AgM) 

An unexpected tourney is fn 
store for you v>ie week. You 


store for you v>ie week. You 
wrti be busy with social en* 
gagemenis but do not dvei- 


sftainvourssk as this may have an adveree 
ePecr on your health,- For Drofeaeionaiie a 


ePecr on your health,- For profeaeionaiie a 
promotion cannot be ruled out. BuslneM- 
mer> wiH also make atssdy heedv^. The 
period is also good tor marriage negofia* 
lions The home front will remelrt peecetuJ 
Need detet: 24. 25 ard 26 
Leaky rnvnbers: 1, 5 and 6 
FtvMiable dlfecMfl; South-eeet 


For aieae ban le M 2M, M if ra 6( HV mrB: 

SAost ol you have a casual approach io bit. You fail to uiikae the opporrunlbH that come your way. You rely too much on fate end ere 
ged* leering by naiu re Most of the prebtome ihei you face are your own oeatione but you tend to Uame your fata for them. 
Conititufionaiiy most ol you are weak and tfve feeds you lo shun edventuroua and ohelton^ plane. Women bom during Vito Rtrlgd 

are very pdpuier and hardwortohg. 


rnxinmi I »ei" '' 





Chess 


tv m mtit mM n iiw^w bC m 
««iplki0 «if «eni»«aMA« bMAai h • l(« 
lOM BMU^ JiM • ttt too wHd. 

WNli: tTriitoiWv. Umi' a ijgtmtft 

nar^.-tear 

• Ml M I IMI 


? *4 URI i MM 
« onet I MU %-m givM tak Mcy 

Ciw, 

An MrifUng tnonwit ThU ihni* fi m 
known ofiv f DroHminory ti^mrv k ot 
OWHM, VU. 10 W Pxf 11 M9 t2 
N4« S ImN PkP 14 Nil# MQ M 0 

MV ^111 wtth MMr OnopMS for 

iMI tfk. to vM <Hff 0 f»nM 0 o«» Iho 
omMon of 10 N# maMt Wv aut« »to 


omMon 


mafeof Wvo 


. ., II M(|i7 13 PmP i3 

•iVt <10 (^*7 C*41 T4 M O-Mfl 
WlOWioO Or 14 fM>4 wW) dangoroiM 
oornoonooOoo for vio pawn. UgithAk i« 
no( to^OtM Ov cuHooky 
to... hfO 11 hriV QaO 



TwIowakBi (WWMte 


tiM N-OO 10 MW M(p 

MOi^ PaP 100^ 

TO* M monwnudV MCrtM wfthVWvn 
hoUing v, obwwMt imioiiv* tpr hO Ivlf 
Br«n irwMrnptM TwUnpkov h • woialpr- 

Mtr IWoi« piiW of MCA ooanM 

14 , p^ tOMO f 4 « 


17 QK -01 MI 2 1 IN-QI Ml 

ttfM M (1 

Soo noeoaony. 10 ... O-tO Wlii^ lo 20 
fM« SlWa poOHen M NeomMo • 
f fc wnoia JuiAOa. 

VIMS IMS ZtlWMlI^M 

SM N -04 »licN^ 

OoeO iuOptmom and sleiaitilon, laadino 

3 brea le a Mr>r>ing andfloma 

M mISv mb 

Ttia rnain p»m of wnttra play waa 24 ... 
A -64 » Mm R -60 » IM 11-62 27 
6 - 0 $ and 1127 .fl-NOMR-eOI 
liMClW M 20 0 x 0 

Tha oppoaita Wanooa offar no laVadoo. 
Tha aotivltv of WNia'a foreoa la ovar* 
viAalmino. 

S. . 0-04 f 7 t^ M 2 

SM 7 OitfO VMO 042 

V yi^- 0 T Mtti OUQUAM 

0 iiplf^r« an pi'll aanaa of hgmowr. If 21 
. . . 0 x 0 32 M(M 4 0-04 22 M M 24 
Mf 7 * acc. 

21 . OJB 12 M IMW 

Ariar 22 .. 0 x 0 32 0 -KN 4 fbiO 34 
S 0 -N$ Hack la in I hppalaaa awa 

WICHAEL STEAN 



Tnaia la a aoaaiai quality about tna bridga 
pBvM \n l*ia IMon tgimm Hauaaa 
Laagua, JuM g^nca S tha £aat bond 
balew. Wtwt raaub would you anbcipas 
an Na aardal ^rAapa. on a luAy day, • 
amail panoOv agalnot ^r Haam or fW 
tpaiaa No. Owoa 1700 from R«a Ouba 


quality about tna bridga 


0 a«lprNord> E-W«ulnonbN 

!“• 

f Q 100702 
4K742 
AKJ M #^01 

jo^» w"i hi 

AQJI2 • 

S$ 4 S 

#1012 

♦ KI2 
SIDOIA 


$ 

#10 

♦ Kl 

*10 


ii' 


10 * 7 ft 2 

17642 

JI 4 


AJ Iho Oral tabN maia wort bao ooaoaa 
and SouOi Own triad a payalae Ona Club. 
Tba bidding aont i nuad. 

Soufn Waar North £a« 



( 2 ) Thraa Spadaa wauld ba mora iwturol. 
131 A MW dull, but ooftwoa ba had 
playad agatnat,.. 
w . tM oppoiwnt bafow. 

6a«-Wa« colbM 1700. Al tha othar 


Quiz 


Tha rriAm watonvoy of which Euroeean 
iv N egkod tha GrM Canal? 

Whit arg akgrriat? 

Which capita) Oty of tha world is 

B a 6man Pr im e Mmiatar and 
f a famous OtMa? 

1 $ tha eutneriaed veraion of 
idksed s? 

10 tharmN barrlar in aircraft 

only nwnmal in me enimal 
IMnodeaa which ftee? 

(7. In Mg A N the Ptram VIr Chekre, m 
[iAOlM IN me VldOfie Croea. Whei ii 
mMary ttm eeied? 




8. Name (he rwie headed serpani m 
Greek mythology which grew two heads 
OMry lime one head was cui oh 

9. Gold Coast Is the former name *or 
which Afncen rubon? 

10. Indan lest chcAaier Ravi Shastn 
recandy equalled a world record by 
hftbng tm wxors ui a hraa*daas mpiRh 

SVho was me bowler^ 

11 . The Am de Triomphe was buMi to 
ceiebraM whet avenis in h«ory’> 

12 mmadKeltanTiinoiogy.nheiseciM 
coraya? 

*PI03 uouMfoo aitj Zi 
autoeuoe 

MteiOdeN |0 eeuqgoA Anmou eia it 


Nb UBIll OL 

BUbMC 6 

e^oAg aui 8 

Oireoc op »oc oui i 

m oyi'9 

puais u» ijcjojie ue | ajeuOsowiB eifl 
qfinojui asAOui agi uauM uooou^ 

^ peieiaije6l laag ununxau ogi S> || g 
puenoos lA sourer 
se iMhou^ osie ’pireiAu^ fO \ aeujer > 
putieez *aN m uoiButneM C 

souiM OipAf ptoa eiA 

urcu] puajuNui aui itoaicud gstqM inoo 
ueroeMjoN Nj) po iinl aiajsi Aipob Z 

eoiuiA i 

IUM8NV 













TEASERS 


6Y SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Cryptocross 


WHsharpener 





C,T,T,L,L,RAU,S,E 


fULin the ten letters liven above into the $QMam of 
the blank pyremid so that these form eight fouT'letrcr 
words reeding downwards. 


By a Mrange coinddenee. five men living in edjoii^Dg 
bouses on Nehru Road are aU very keen gardeners, ftut 
they specialise in growing a different flower and veget* 
able each, for whi» they always win a prise it the mal 
flower show. The numbers of their houses ere 1, 2. 3, 4 
and S and they grow bemeen them, roses, nasturtiuraa, 
chrysanthemums, dahlias and glidioU, and cabbages, 
peas, radish, cauliflowers and leiiuce. We know that: 

1. The man who grows gladioli also'grows cabbages and 
he does not live at no. 1 Nehru Road 

2. Gifish is the chrysenthemum expert. 

3. Rajiv, who does not grow dahlias lives at No. 5. 

4. Indrenil dues not live at no. 4 where roses are grown. 

5. Cauliflowers are grown at no. 2. 

b. Bahadur wins a prize each year for his radish. 

7 The number of (he house where Samir livas is three 
less than the house of (he per^in who grows peas. 

Can you work out the number of the house in which 
each man stays and indicate m which flower end 
vegetable he specialises? 


Each number in this grid represents a letter. The same 
number always stands fur the same letter. Three letters 
have been given m you in the reference grid to help you 
make a start. Can you now substitute the rest and 
complete the grid? 


Blockbuster 


Figure it Out 



Here is a box of scrumptious chocolates. Can you 
divide them into eight luts of three boxes, each set of 
three containing the identical number of chocolates? 


What’s in a Woitl? 

Hew good IS your vocabulary? Without looking at a 
dictionary, can you match up the following list of words 
with the correct description? 

1. DACHA A. A tropical fever 

2. DAPSONE B. To lynch 

3. DARIOLE C. A Russian country house 

4. DENGUE D. Harsh settlement 

5. DIKTAT E. A drug used for leprosy 

6. DEWITT F. A shell of pastry 


Scrambles 

Using the letters of ASPEL. make suitable words to fill 
to the blanks and complete the sentence 

When fidr ASPEL has a^^, he behaves in an extraordin* 
ary manner. He rushes into the garden and — around to 
the eccMDpeniznenc of » of laughter, kicking at each 
end every — of stone end tearing off the — frtMn each 
flower, with all his wife's »to control himself falling on 
deaf ears. 


OMSar K Vitvay.) <«r) 
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TEASERS 


Mlndbender 

You can $«« 10 ihe picture given Mow how four do» 
have been joined by 4 lines (A) and S lines <B). Can you 
now find ten other ways of joining remianing groups of 
dots using S» 4 and 3 lines? 


□ 


Shape Sleuth 


Which ahapa will make a cuba which is identical to 
cube AT 


Solulioas to last week’s Teasers 


Misdbender: 


j Face Facts 




Mindbender: 


€ 


Figure ii Out: Z—C, 

3-A 

Quick Think: 6009 

Eye Wash: The odd one 
out IS no. ^ 


Ouiubin: 


n 


Wordplay: 




uvar 9t ,g 1 













































































SfiLNtr. 


Scanning the Tumour 


A i;rw way ot L'an* 

fiM sconiiPUii wiih a 


fiM sconiiPU^i wiih a 
ii|0ii Ix/am instead c/f ulrrusound or 
A.r^YV><ould proiRift^ \> servaninn 
nitfihod rl.ut >' I'Ueap and censisiem. 

and. Oiost i/npoiluiii t>r all. able t<» 
(lu(eci ma)igtiaRC)e« •!< an early 
'tattc, 

Niut* cMii iA every ivn women dis* 
.over tinnv own malignancies by 
touch ot t>v .>(ight. Hur dociurs fear, 
wrtligood reason, thui a tumour Urge 
«oiougtk to he felt i>i »uen hiS gone too 
fai (t« cnrablo. Yet. foutid early, 
hroa^i cjacer can be cured about 8S 
per <'ei)j ot ihe nme. Found at stage 
two 'of loot ail'd ically recogms^ 
stages h it «s i isrcd in pist 40 per cent 
of aU cast's '!|ic Imal two Stages are 
Toore ofU't) iut.il So, ihe probkn) is 
iMO sini;.lv to ‘lod the cancer, but tn 
find a up us m 

The new u/icmng methiKl is the 
lesdli «it woik JoRv hy d companv 
called SpC'Cirascvn irt South Windsor, 
CoiinyvUiui. on ai instrument that 
view’s the inieristi of the breasi ait a 
child wall a fUshlighi mi»^t study 
The anatom> «>f its hand \n intensive 


lightsource is directed to six areas on 
the breast, and the emerging rays are 
measured according to ihcir 
wavelengths and brilliance, light- 
scanning locates cancera becauite 
malignant tumours sibsorb and trans* 
mil hghi different !v from other tis¬ 
sue within thi’ breast. 

The device refines a technique 
first suggested in 1929 by Max Cutler 
who worked basically with a flash¬ 
light. The new machine, called Lite 
S^a. is a good deal more complex. It 
uses alternating bursts of itUrared 
and red light which are shone 
through the breast. An infrared 
.sensitive video camera records the 
invisible rays as they emerge, then 
passes its picture to a computer and 
colour encoder for analysis, and 
thence to a television screen for 
display. 

Recent studies of 2,000 women by 
Mr Christopher Merrii, a radiologist 
at the Ochsner Medical Clinic in Sew 
Orleans, indicate that a high rado dt 
infrared to red light trMMinaoB 
denotes a potential cancer. Thatele^ 
vision monaor shows such an area ai 


a bright blue patch. The picture can 
also be displayed in black and white 
to measure luminescence. For 
reasons yet tu l>e grasped, malignant 
tumours absorb light to a greater 
degree than all other substances 
within the breast. Cysts filled with 
clear fluid, tat and mammary glands 
all prrmii more light through The 
dark contrast of the tumour appears 
clearly on the screen. 

For the present, Ughtscanning will 
be treated as a complement to x-rays 
and ultrasound. X-raying continual 
to be the leading technique; it finds 
about 83 per cent of all cancers. 


The x-ray method provides inaccu¬ 
rate information on the dense 
breasts of younger women. It misses 
many cancers; and even diegrtoaes 
some that du not exist, esmsing un¬ 
necessary surgery. Furrtnrmorei 
younp wnm^n Nvirh a family history of 
breast cancer—who are therefore 
considered high risks chenuelvee^ 
undergo years of x*ray screening. 
Tiiis means frequent exposure to dte 
ionising radiation chat can stimulate 
:ihe very disease it is designed lo 
Eliminate. 


Ry efTngeeiwit wMt The l aaiieiBlit 


•MNMv H fWMrr awlb* hm 





















ix^ . 


Mm^rtterotefin 
rffefUBi. {i 
ktiz Im c*r«vr cr% 
m dltfiFAnt <h<n(8." 
$■}»*« eb«c ffiead wbo 
wuua CO CO unsimod f«> 
Otfkcd. But the trvtb ib- 
out thoir *bMutUui rela- 
tioaihio* u «UI • tecrei. 


YOMWCI 

▲ihfrtcs wilit ttoaey (ton 
two todUni Hfded thciw. 

it that ft broucbt Mvx 
Zaber tad AiTOoradfte 
ctote toctchtr. Hie f ilffi 
ovtnboe Its bad^et eod 
producrioa hts bc«o tttl* 
ted but the Zuber* 
Afloortibe love tlftlf 


Adwtaot(9t «f fUlUnc. 

•nttHi wte wm in- 
Tolvod io tbeHla have 
•mted wprh elaewheri 
tod Sial is desperately 
nineioi hither and 
thither. The death knell 
for the film, it seems, wlU 
soon be sounded. But for 
MareZuber and 
Anooradha it might soon 
be wedding bells. 

I f all acton had under* 
ftandiog wives like Anil 
JCapoor'i lumita. then 
their donestic lives would 
have been more peaceful 
for them. Anil has been 
teamed with almost all the 
young sexy heroines and 
the gossip press has writ* 
ten everything to project 
him as a man of many 
women. The girls linked 
with him include Meeoak* 
shf Sheahadrf and SrideW 



but Sumita takes all these 
stories with ‘bags full of 
sail because I Icmw my 
hutbend,*' Is Anil 
Kapoor laughing behind 
poor Stimira's tack? 

S ensuous Sen from Cal- 
cuttaisnowlikethe 

moon paled by clouds. She 
is aide and tired of all she 
did to promote herself, all 
the exposure of her body 
she resorted to in order to 
gel more exposure in Che 
gossip presa. Moon Moon 
Sob now wants to eooceih 
tma OB her career. 











DELHI DIARY 


Anin Versus 
Arun 




O f the two Arunt 
•round Rajiv Gandhi, 
Arun Nehru seems to have 
fallen back in the race. 
Parliamentary secretary 
Arun Singh it way ahead 
In the ti^ets distribution 
for the Assembly elec¬ 
tions, Arun Nehru, who 
was the supremo during 
the Lok SaMa polls, had 
to take a vinual backseat. 
His senior in the ministn. 
finance minister V.P. 
Singh, had a greater say in 
Uttar Pradesh matters this 
time. He, however, is not 
being totally ignored. 
When the king of Bhutan 
came to the capital in ear* 
ly Februnry. Arun Kumar 
Nehru Was made his minis' 
leMA-waitlng. This is not • 
weighty Job. For instance, 



when a foreign dignitary 
goes to meet the Prime 
Minister, the ministeriD- 
waiting is literally made to 
wait in the anit reom, 
while the dignitaries talk 
to each other. Another de* 
velopment on the Arun 
Nehni'Arun Singh -front 
his been that l^ing the 


parliamentary secretary, 
Arun Singh maeis the PM 
regularly. As minliiar of 
state for power, with a 
cabinet minister above 
him. Arun Nehru's official 
engagements do not in- 
elude ffluent meetings 
with Rajiv Gandhi. And of 
late the Prime Minister's 



office has been inaisting 
that nobt^y should meet 
the PM without prior 
eppointioent and minis' 
lers of state are given 
appointments only if there 
is some genuine work and 
when the cabinet minister 
authorises him to discuss 
something with the PM. 


Unrecognised Audit Blues? 

R arely do hi^ackeri sur¬ 
render without pre* 


■wrender without pre* 
conditions. Even more 
rare are instances of hi' 
jackers being extradited 
to the country where the 
crime was committed, af¬ 
ter the hijecklng is over 
in the case of Ii^ian Air' 
lines Boeing 717 which 
wiS hijacked to Dubai via 
Pakistan in August last 
year, both happened. The 
person whose diplomatic 
skills brought elwut this 
unprecedented surrender 
and extradition was 
Romesh Bhandari. the new 
foreign secretary, who was 
then one of the secretaries 
in the ministry of external 
affairs. But he was not 
among the senior govern* 
ment officers who re* 
ceived awards on the Re* 
public Day. Three secre¬ 
taries to the govenunent 
have been given Padma 
Bhushans and Padma Shri 
awards this year. Romesh 
Bhandari's name too had 
been considered. But 
someone ’in the foreign 
office hierarchy canvas' 
sed against him. ^us an 
unprecadented effort 
went unrecognisad. 


ahesh Chandra Sarin, 
who has proceeded 
on leave from the post of 
defence production secret* 
ary. wot^ not have been 
in his present state but for 
B major departure in proc¬ 
edure made last year The 
post of the comptroller 
and auditof'general of In* 
dia (CAG) has been a post 
traditionally manned by a 
member of the Indian Au* 
dit and Accounts Service 
<1AAS). Last year, when 
the post fell vacant, M-C. 
Sarin was the secdgemoei 
lAAS officer and Mrs In* 
dira Gandhi had ibnost 
deaced him for being the 
CAG. But at the last mo-* 


Mafestic House 

T he houses in the Asian 
Gaines vxUage were 
majesticeUy built. Now 
that t&ey are offered for 
sale, many public sector 
companies have opted to 
buy diam. for 
daring their top aaecu* 
Civaa. The .State Trading 
Corporation (8TC) too bad 
acquired a house in the 
*vmaga.'' But this wiU be 


ment, departing from past 
practice, the then union 
home secretary, T.N. Che* 
turvedi, was made the 
CAG. Before him no civil 
servant, including those of 
the prestigious ICS. had 
held this post. Why was 
the top audit post given to 
an lAS bureaucrat and not 
a seasoned auditor? The 
grapevine has it that with 
the accounts of the Asiad* 
82 coming up for audit, 
mere experience in the eu* 
dit and accounts service 
was not found sufficient. 
Hence the rejection of 
M.C. Sarin, who, like his 
illustrious brother K.C. 
Sarin. ICS (presently Indi¬ 
a's ambassador to Nepal) 
had a clean record. 


no ordinary house. Re¬ 
novation running into 
lakhs of rupees is be^ 
undertaken: the entire 
flooring may be of marble 
soon. It is learnt. Evea 
whan the two houses on 
Race Couraa Road ware 
renovated racaoily for 
shifting the PM's rail* 
danca, marble flooring 
wu Mt cbo^t of. SoflM- 
OM in the AC certainly 
has a bet te r idea ofUvlag. 


Trusted 

For e igners? 

C rude are the ways of 
the Indian Oil Cor¬ 
poration (IOC). In its ex¬ 
port and import deals, it 
trusts foreigners while 
ignoring Indians. Nearly 
^ 8.0w crores worth of 
imports and exports ere 
being undertaken annuel- 
ly these days. The refiner¬ 
ies In Indie are not proper¬ 
ly equipped yet to process 
Bombay Hi^ crude. So 
this is exported- Apert 
from the crude oil. the 
imports include kerosene, 
diesel, naptha and furnace 
oil. Even at the going rate 
of e tnintmum of six per 
cent conmission the 
amount involved as kick- 
backs alone could be any¬ 
where neer Ra SOO crores. 
Only foreigners ere being 
entrusted with these trens- 
actions, with teoders not 
balcu given to Indians at 
all. Tbt advantage of this 
arrangement is that cor¬ 
ruption. if any, is done 
abraad. The shores of In¬ 
dia are not affected by the 
kickbacks of these deals. 
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Mnr RAi ty tcam 


9rethBtyres you buy 




H 5 Ir je^ [he vefy same tyres ihai you use on 
cM/ rueds. are repeatedly tested by MAK on 
'8':9 and rally IracKs argur^d the county 

I here » a simple reason why un a race track 
tyro IS s jUiecteo Iti severe torture and strain In 
just Six hours on the track, a lyre goes through 
more than haft its i<ie Something that would 
take more Than a year ori a city road 

Which mearts we ge* our lesi results that much 
taster Ar>d you get an improved product thel 
much p*^icKer. 

It s a testing technique developed Dy our 
collaborators B F Goodrich ot ihe people 
who Dgild tyres lor the NASA S^ce Shuttle 
Programme. 

And sir>ce M AK tests city*tyre$ on the race track, 
you can be sure that when we wm. you too are 
win n I ng Wn h I yres i hat a re $e t1 my new standards ai tN 
■or grip, handling, mileage, durability and sheet Mchni 
staying power ewcuc 


The race tracH is our laboratory. 


(W WIRT TYRESIZ: 

lyres with Muscle 

MRF Tyres are made in technical coHaboraliOii w*m B f Ooodrtch Company of U 5A 
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WilU PilUf setthe filler vend in ci^areUes 
lonts ytAn ago. Tckday it*s <til) th« Gnttt. 

In taMa.in aaliefaction. Hand-pickad virvinia 
to jMcrtia m arnad to an effi deni filler m^e it ao. 
M 1 1 Jjona of amukera have d Iscover^ it, 
than auy^ with it. 


4^ WILLS FILTER 
Filter and tobacco or 
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Catch your true reflection 
in these live, vibrant fashions 
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Rich texures, subtle 
xhxdcs, In a wide range to 
complement your every 
mood. Woven on 
sophisiicaied, fully 
automated machines, 
sumped with the 
excellence of imetuive 
RAD and indeed 
recommended by top 
fashion designers. An 
exclusive CO I lection 
brought to you through 
IndiaV most enlightened 
and largest chain of 
showrooms and rciailers. 

Suiting. Shirting. 
Dress Materials. 
Sarees. 
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Two of India’s 
most sophisticated 
textile mills*. 


Available at owre than SCO exchiaive DCM Retail Stoiei and other leading textile stores. 
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Tomorrow begins here 


G)mputera from BPL. Kw better inforniaMon processing. 

They are being used increasingly, even for 
unconventional applications... 

In the eiigitireriiig entrance exams for instance. 

Where the computer evaluates answer papers, prinlsoul 

results and mamUins academic records. 

Uke the Computer, BPL's other Office Automation 
Products also go H long way io Increasing effiriency and 
priMliM tiviiv. Small Business Svsimns, Word l^tctfsanrs 


.. I'l "» t'..|KTf;i>pi.-r,s; El,. Iron., 

'M r.* .,<1- ,uUui vilril ,!ri;js that hi'i . \m 

U ' .frin>».'iirauui» (Induslrial Medi. ji * 

mmitl fjmipkitef.',. L:ommumcatHms. fi»inp<*iHMil.s .md 


Consumer Electronics. 

Behind this diverse product range is a vast corpus 
of knowledge that BPL hss acquired over the last two 
decades. This knowledge has been integrated through 
technical tie-ups with Intemational brand leaders like 
Texmale. USA: Sanyo, fapan and IMS, USA. And 
throu^ an inhistructure that's unique only to BPL: 
Seven integrated factories, three R k D groups, in-house 
manufaclore of critical components, a nationwide 
marketing network and an Independent company 
«'\<li(snrl\ cniplovr^Jfmsor\'iring Th'^reriiH.'Products 
Ihut NU,},.,: Uu ..,uiUiHyu\ And user 

Ye^ Sdtidying us«j ih*^ds i?.- uliimately. the only 
rduictive 6P1. has. 


n.-iiyDiA 

Id pursuit of perfection 


, , . . Computers • CommunfetUon • Cbmponeots 

lnstrun,enUOo„ • Office Aulometlon . Con,un,e. Electronic. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwaki Singh 



India: The Future 

y friend D. P. Dus specialises in 
collecting books with the most 
bizarre kind of information. One 
series entitled The Bovk of Lists 
contains information such as *‘men 
and women who slept with three or 
more celebrities., preserved sex 
organs of famous men...authors who 
had hooks published by the age of 
ten...the most bonng authors of all 
time...prominent people put on trial 
after they were dead.'* and so on. The 
latest of his acquisitions which he 
presented to me on my birthday is 
entitled The Book of fVed/crions in 
which scholars, scientists and 
astrologers have expressed their 
optniuii on what the world and its 
citisens will be like in the centuries 
to come. My kne«*j«rk reaction on 
receiving this book was to turn to the 
index and find out whot these gentle* 
men hed to say about India's future. 

t.'*Between I9b2-1992 India 
along with South America, Africa, 
the Muslim world and South East 
Asia^because of commitments to 
traditional fanatic religions—will 
have collapsed Into violence, famine 
and disease. By 1992 the entire world 
except for North America and Au- 
stralia will be communist con* 
trolled 

2, “By 1995 parents will be able to 
choose the gender of their children 
before conception. Hence in coun* 
tries like India where male offspring 
are desired there will be significant 
changes in g^der proportions in the 
population." 

.V ** By 1997 India will be one of the 
nations, including several Arab coun¬ 
tries and Brasil, to have its own 
satellites in orbit." 

4 "In the winter of 2025 an out* 
break of a new. unidentified and 
particularly lethal influenza virus 
will appear in India and then spread 
rapidly throughout the overpopu¬ 
lated cities of that subcontinent...un. 
told thousands of people worldwide 
will succumb to the new flu strain 
before it finallv burns out six months 
later." 

5. "Between 19A2 and 1992 con 
tinued crop failures due to world 
climatic changes will coincide with 
population growth. The result will be 
mass starvation and food riots 
Deaths will be counted in the hun* 
dreds of thousands, then the mil 
lions, Relief measures will be only a 
drop m the bucket. It will appear to 
the developed countries that the 
situation is Insolvable " 

6.1985; "A bloody conflict will 
erupt between India and Pakistan." 
This Is predicted by a psychic lady 
asined Bertie Caichin«s of Texes. 



Larry Siegel of Calilornia puts the 
Indo Pok confrontation to I4K9 when 
"both sidev will use nuclear weapons, 
destroying majnr p<t|MilaiMNi cen 
tres.** 

The only commcoi 1 inaki on thvM. 
predictions is m one word hogwusli 

Gita Psychology 

■ hare this unhvalthy »I»>ccmoii o iih 
sex. religion and death Jliv h>'i I 
hove expenenevd and laud .ia ihe 
most rewarding ex pen vihv vt lilv. 
The second I in'iulge in ihv c*f 
finding .iii«wcrs Uf the Hlivielmni 
and why for of m> exivivme Hn 
third 1 awair wilh contnk^r^He tre 
pidaticm because* the ch»%er I gel tiMl 
the more I am cniivinced thar ii ts the 
final iullsiop 'J'h«*it i> mi» luavt-n oi 
hell, nn lift* Iierej 1 i«*r. no rviiuaiiiH 
tion. 

However, no suonei I get a new 
book onanvnf rhe&e three topics I put 
aside other reading in see if ii has 
Something I have not seen before 
The latest arrival lui my table is 
Swami Rama's Pcrviuuiit 
i>/thcBhptfi3\od(fiU Not philosophv 
but psychology. And hv a !>lunik 
aracharya who resigMcd ihe high 
honour to piactise t'uga (presurtuibiv 
Hstthot and was able to denioiisiiaie 
that he could stop hiv heart from 
beating and uime baik to life when 
he willed 

1 have read many intci|>rei<uioi(' 
of ihe Tilak'v.s 

ha Bhave's and Oi Radh.i kt i*hr> . * 
each with a disiitui cmplKiM * i 
own. but Jatgelv \«-t-ii<ig 
as the supreme g»*NjK'l Sk.«il. vilm 
tk'frmM yoga I w'llhout concvin Im 
profit or loss: ntshkaruii kuritui I had 
not seen it as a irealiM* on psycholu 
gy because apart from enjoining the 
need for conquering one's ego and 
self discipline, I found Utile that 
could be regarded as antidote to 
psychological problems. However, 
Swam I Rama has extracted quite a 
lot out of the thtfdcos which mav be 
road with profit. Kis traflsiaiinnv ui 


ihv ongiiui isc*xu*llvnT. lus coiium 
tary veiv iDunuodimg. Whtii I liiul 
somewhat oft putting js mukiiiK .ui 
essemiuliv spiriludl pursmi ih iIk 
quest ul the sell iiiio j Imsiness tviilr 
meJitaiiiici veiiiiev. oigdiusoU khm;. 
and of gvu gjws Mich *is iru-d.il 
(ions, mediroiion shiiwls. cushions. 
yofit* vsj/ij suits rf^.trKirri.s S>s.i 
nil Rama's Himaldvou ftistiiuu* i*. js 
much a business eiiicipiis<' .is ijiu>L 
set up hv Acharva K.iiiifcsh M.ih... 
ishi MuIK'sIi Viigi and Yogi h... 
hhajaii. 

‘fhe bt si suilimarv of wli.ir 1 
4s the essi uiul cnessage ui rh. 
x.id littj IS suMUtiiu'il in Knun.^’. 

shOlT iMHMB. /r 

If you i.ut ki*t*|i vour luail aU.i. 
jII ahoul you 

Ale losing llu*iis oiid hhu.niiK k 
A t; tou 

it o ^.u« iiU'ci vMih 11 ounnh uud 
l»i .».**. 

VmiI .tv.u :hv :uu ijn^«<>«M.k , i.j,, 
tile 

h you i.Mi lalk vsuh emud. .<iid 
M u<ui Miiue 

ii.ilk «si(h kiMit***Moi lose ihi' 
tionfiuiri lousJi 

li MiM v.ui till the imfurghjjig 
i.hJioi <• 

urii, sivis selling’s ttoiih r.} dls. 
i.itis* Sirn, 

Voji is ilu.. i.irili .ind t vciviljing 

llul J*. Ill It. 

Viid ishiili Is iiioii sov li tn a 
Man uis Sou' 

Gay Mughals 

i .ini iiol suit* ol till* pi I'll a 
mveiuiig .«1 ihv wind g«iv hoc . 
It apply lo niales who jjv exsJusui \ s 
homusexuah Oi doss ii iniliuk o>s,i 

IS ho iioitihJIs loll.oil iMih ivwini II 

but 'KSo'-ioJxilIv di'vijii' ai.d h.ui. 

St*xuul K lotion SSHh OllU'l ,|K or’ II 
the* Ijiii'c, ihi'ii „ iirahti' pio^.Atititi 
ol selcbiities cuuld Ih* dess i ibid as 
guvs. Siukespcuie's svniieis ...scol 
his passion fill a boy Suli.ui 
Mahmud's luve loi hh sluve, Ayy<iJ4. 
IV av celebrated ai> example ol cun 
suming passion cn Urdu as 

tUai of MapuHiii for LaiU Miqihai 
I niperois. dvspile then well >lockcd 
h.i.eniN I oil I r SSI'd lo lusting alter 
ta.vs ( had Jiail >1 Bnbar's crude 
,oiii|Mt (sons ol pails ol the male 
.oiaioim loMUiei invlims but had nut 
iv«ilisc*d III I his son. Huniuyun. in¬ 
herited the same iraii till ] chanced 
upon a couplet composed by htni' 

I saw a Hindu Iwy arrayed in 
battle, 

His face was flushed if wuh 
wine. 

"Your ruby*red lips bewitch me, ' 

said 1. 

"Kumayun. they are nui made uf 
^tone," was his reply. 
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EXCLUSIVE/KuuiiP Na>ak 



Are Naxalites Dedicated ? 


fli»ws Ttum ihi' barrel of «i 
BH a sluiuin 1 hjve >**011 

H f cbbk'd in red A\ <ivvi 11 ydcr- 
• dhuij Thai (|4Mitaiiun from ihe 
latu Mixo Tm* TunK s i>l>\oU-U' Heti BtH>k is a 
Mire siRn ih4\ M»me Kaxaliiev are Mill 
iiroond That in not very »ifrprismK. becausi* 
It was in Andhrn Krade^h ihai the Naxal 
movement ihe jtreaicM imfwct whjh 
J her ('hdru Mazumdai and Kanu Hanval 
launched a vinJem upnsinK in Nanaihan m 
Went Hen^al in |%7 

Siirne of I hose who had i>ai(ici|Mled in or 
symparhiwH vnth rhe Tcleiiftana movemcni 
m 11#4« were the ones r« react and Marl tlie 
new mtivenH'rtl in ihe Mute, There was an 
oiirbursi of violence in Srikakulam distrjit 
Ir was SI) "ellvuive" lliar rhe H70 ixiliiical 
repori of the Naxaliles. who had by then 
oi^iinised ihvmselves mio the f'ommunisi 
Kartvof IndiaiVtaixiM lafninisn. linked it 10 
rhe ' inaiiie fire” which, they hoticd. would 
spread to other pans ol India in the lorni nf 
an ''armed |>ea^ani Kuenll.i siiuKKle.'’ 

I iheen wars later, Srikakolam. to quote 
police NoofCi*N. IS “rhi' quMest disrricr tii 
Aiiilhr.i Mradesh. Not even a wNiniht of 
levoh is heard nnd the staio govern mem 
ivhich li.iN .1 specuf toiu* to comimi. whar n 
descriU's^ "rhe Naxalire menuee/’ has with 
dMwn II fiom there. 1hr Naxalites tliem 
selves admit that “the p«n li.imecirarv svstem 
has oseridken ihe disiriei,' 

The real leason is thal the 'dan of the 
movement has suffered and the dedication 
dinl idealism which disiitiituished the Naxa 
lites Irurn the general run of Ctnnmunisis 
has declined Ideologically ton they have 
suffered wiih Mau and whai he stood for 
declared outdated even m China. Though 
nne*third of the Naxaliies m Che slate are 
highly intelligent and motivated, the others 
are anti social elements who have joined Ihe 
movement to make money for themselves. 
The government's estimate is ihai besides 
cxcurtiiig money from villagers, the Naxa- 
hres or those who parade as sjch get at lease 
Ks 12 ii< Hs 15 lakhs per year by terrorising 
urrack'sellers. 

I’hoxe whom the so-called Naxahies kill or 
attack are not always landlords, moneylen¬ 
ders or police informants. Several small 
landholders have been killed because some- 
om* hits bribed (he "N'axalKes*' to settle a 
IK'rs.oirtl aiciiunt "Miinv times ordinarv 
ni( o h.iw bven killvJ." (he police sources 
Njs IhiN could well lie iiue. tiuiugh the 
People's Union fur Civil LibeniestPl/CL) at 
Hyderabad does not corroborate this. In 
fact, the PUCL alleges thei police wrath is 
directed agamu anyone who talks of civil 
liberty and ''N.T. Rama Rao has punished 
even some of those who had agitated for him 
after his sovemment's dismissal in August 
1984 


The movement 
has suffered and 
the dedication 
and Idealism 
which 

distinguished Ihe 

I Naxalites from 
the general run 
of communists 
has 

declined...The 
Naxalites have 
lost much of 
their credibility 
with liberals by 
Indulging in 
Indlicfimlnate 
kllllnos 

IWNDSV>>»WiL.'. 'Ml 




llespMc dilfcrcncvv in uimlogic.il Ifv'liviv 
main 111 the sindt'nt I'lniniuniiy .iic still 
NvmiMiliclic In ihc S.t.x.ihir c.iusc One third 
nf ihvLullcgc gmag ivipnlanon iNbclif\<>f| tn 
lie niidvr the nitliicnii' ol Nav.ihus. 

Vuiig<il Kuo. •» loimcr ihiul ministei — 
when ht* was in xilfue in made «i 

cunccrivd drive ag^nnst the Nuxuliivi^be* 
livvvsihji jjl uiiivcrsiticN .md Lnllvgvv have 
livfii "jftecU'd by lliv Niix.elitcN," K. 
Kuintiiliandtii Ki'ddy, tlien inspector- 
gi‘iu*r«il of |K>lice. wlin defended the pnlicv 
actum Imlote the Rh.ngav.i CnftniiiNMtm was 
apiK»intvd tn inquire intn Njx.ilitu activity in 
Aiidhr.i Ih'advsh. Mtpptirtv Vengal Kao's con 
lentina hut lilarnes llie "siurry-vved hheruls 
liN ciitulnmrg mitrdei s bv ihe Nnxiiliirs “ lie 
Inn no lies 11 anon m saving ihiii "lUv Naxiil- 
I Mil iipiising was a mjiiileMuiinn ol the cull 
t^ vitileiuv cu ciiptun* (MiliiKiil pnwei " coiv 
iiarv tn I be dm ales nf ilu demncnitic 
svsiein 

If one wejc in ludge hv slatistics. the 
NaxuliU's »ne giiilry nf mnre vmlenu' than 
liHoie Aicnidiiig tn nlfnial fiRurvt>. during 
l*lS4 ilivv coin mil led 44 murders and .IK.l 
nihei nffeiices. inclndtng eight davoilles and 
livviaseNDt ampuut.nn ol IntibN, jg.misi 2b 
murders «nid ,1K4 <nbei nllcucvs in riKk 
Pnlue Nouu es cnristdei The itinhve toi thesv 
crimes 1 m be "liH»t. murdei and rapine." 
w II Ilnur anv idenlngv behind I hem. Tlic truth 
lies sniiii'Wht're in between, rliv Naxalites 
have lost leadeis like T Nugi Reddy und 
ninst nf rhe sijuads and they fnrmed 

from 1%9 tu 19*7 in different pans of ihe 
stare me nuw shorn of anv ideulugical thr um. 
Many of those calling them^wlves Naxalitets 
have acted as "hired assassins wherever 
engaged by political ur Inca! factions." The 
'‘true" Naxalites have links with the Chinese 
communisls, and coniinue it ger Chinese 
publications and wmngs for inspiraiinn. 
though much that They cnntaiii devahnng 
Mao's "thuughiv" musT he demorjhsiiig For 
them 1hey are anti-Snviul and pro- 
American Id their approach, and this often 
puts them in odd cumpany. 

Whether all ihr>se who claim to be Naxa¬ 
lites remain firm in their conviction ur not, 
the fart is that their influence has spread to 
one-fnurth ul Andhrj Pradesh, particularly 
in the disaiits nf War an gal. Kanmnagar. 
Kh.immam, .Adilabid and Nipamabud fthe 
People's Wai (ic<iut> in -tctive in these aiy.isV 
thv lovt niwvh 

>f their {cedibiliiv "'U lit'erals hv indulging 
ill indiscriminate (crlinus Their assocmlion 
with criminals has alsu caused a serious 
setback 10 the genume movemeni But as 
long as the cUmaie of exploitiiion by con¬ 
tractors, tamindsrs and similar people re* 
mains Andhra Pradesh continues to be a 
fertile ground fur resislince 10 grow, howev¬ 
er w aniin g the new crop of N 4 s al it tt% may be. 







OPINION 


Spicy Gossip _ 

I t would be more to christen 
Khushwent Singh's column. Gos~ 
sip, Sexy §nd Spicy. Mr Singh never 
loses en opportunity to wHie on sex 
end related matters. Of late he has 
started writing provocative and 
biased articles. I cook particular ea* 
ception to the article where Mr Singh 
made martyrs out of the two asaas* 
sins of Indira Gandhi. 

B.R. Dinesh Chtndra, BangsJort 

0 It js time Sunday stops pubiishmg 
Khushwam Singh's vulgar jokes 
Zatrt Aiam Khan, New Deihi 

e I would rather have Khuthwant 
Singh write on sex thin to read hia 
articles on the Punjab tangle. Mr 
Singh is causing a lot of resentment 
and I would advise him to stick to 
light topics in the interest of the 
nation. 

kVa vma floor Karunakaran. Ca/cuirt 

• 1 welcome Mr Singh's 
that the government should institute 
a judicial enquiry into the anti'Sikh 
riots following Indira Gandhi's assas¬ 
sination (Gossip, 10—16 Pebrua^). 
But what about conducting a similar 
investieation into the violence un* 
leashed by Sikh extremists against 
Hindus in Punjab prior to Operation 
Bluestar? 

Subhendu Rath, Rourketa 

a Khushwam Singh has once again 
stressed the need for a judicial en¬ 
quiry into (he Delhi riots. In support 
of his demand Mr Singh has quoted 
two reports compiled by eminent 
citisens implicating some Congres- 
s(I) leaders. While the demand seems 
reasonable. I wonder where Mr Singh 
and the eminent citisens were when 
innocent people were being killed in 
Punjab. Why didn’t Khushwant 
Singh raise his voce when extremists 
had taken over the Golden Temple? 
S. Venkatas ubramaniani. Calcutta 

a I had always found Khushwant 
Singh's column thought-provoking. 
But ^ could not understand Mr 
Singh's logic of referring to 198S as 
the 'Year of the Ass’ (Gossip. 1(^16 
February). The youth of India, let 
alone the youth of the world, cannot 
be represented by the young MP 
whom Mr Singh ridicules, li would be 
unfair to label the youth as relations 
of the much-ridiculed beast. 

Ahafya Hajmadi. Bhubaneswar 

a 1 took exception to Khushwant 
Singh's description of 198S as tha 
Year of the Ass. 

Lays Adhikari. Krhhnanagar (WB) 



Women In I 
Rajiv's poaUcs 

_ -■ ■ 

A Bold Step 

T here was nothing unusual about 
the cover story, Women in RajiV’s 
Foiitics <l<k—16 Pebruary). Ever 
since the days of Baro]ini Naidu 
there have been no ileanh of women 
in Indian politics. Only till recently, 
our countiy was ruled by a woman. In 
India man and women enjoy equal 
opportunities and the call for ’eman¬ 
cipation of women' is nothing but a 
political gimmick. Political parlies 
have rai^ (his slogan whenever 
they were in need of voles. 1 would 
advise our Prime Minister to tackle 
much more burning problems like 
poverty. 

C. /. D'Souia, Bangaloie 

• Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s 
emphasis oo the role of the women 
for the progress of the country seems 
to have created a sense of euphoria 
among many seciiotis of the public. 
The landslide victory of the Congres- 
s<l) in (he parliamentary elections is 
believed to be due to the massive 
support (he ruling party got from 
women voters. It is thus natural that 
Rajiv Gandhi will Hattn this vote 
bank. Only time can tell whether the 
intentions of the Prime Minister are 
honest 

Satish Sbiraii, Bahrain 

• Rajiv Gandhi's emphasis on impro¬ 
ving the plight of Indian women was 
encouraging. Women should be made 
equal partners in nation-building 
aod I am sure (hat they will be able 
to shoulder responsibilities thrust on 
them. The interviews with eminent 


women personalities made interest* 
ing reading. 

P. Govind, New Delhi 

• The Prime Minister has rightly 
stressed the role of women in nation¬ 
al poliiics. Indian women have lag¬ 
ged behind only because they were 
denied opportunities (o prove their 
worth. 

Redha Kanta Rout. Bhubaneswar 

a 

a The decision to make education 
free for girls upto the high school is a 
Wd step taken by the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. I also welcome the formation of a 
separate ministry for women. 
Birhikt Mohanty. Keonjhar 

Facial Errors 

T HIS has referent^e to Tariq All’s 
The hfariuft’s nndchUdreii (27 
Januaryw.2 February). The very first 
line of the extract is erroneuus: Rajiv 
Gandhi was born in Bumbay and not 
in Allahabad. 

Veena Kuikarni. Bombay 

e Tariq Ali writes that Amethi had 
been Nehru’s constituency and after 
his death his sister Vijayalakshmi 
Pandit represented the constituency. 
But neither of them represented 
Amethi. In another place the author 
talks of Rajiv Dhar. the son of the 

D.P. Dhar. Tha author is mistaken: 
the person concerned is Vijay Dhar. 
CB. TripatAj. BAubane.twar 

Tha extract presents six characters; 
MotiJal Nehru. Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Ferose Gandhi, lodira Gandhi. San* 
jay Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. But 
the author has very little to suy about 
Sanjay and Rajiv Gandhi. In particu¬ 
lar I expected a lot more on our 
Prime Minister. 1 only hope that 
Rajiv Gandhi understands the woes 
of the poor and the deprived since he 
never struggled in life like his grand¬ 
father ur his mother. 

Kartikeswar Behera, Anandapur 
(Orissa) 

Welcom e, Te asers 

I would like to compliment Sunday 
for introducing two pages of Teas¬ 
ers every week. All my tamlly mem¬ 
bers are great lovers of. pussies and 
quisses and there are few Indian 
magasines that cater to such needs 
I with the result that I had to depend 
on books and magicines from 
abroad. I am sure mat there are 
many others who feel the same way 
as I do. What about reviving the 
Science for Children column? 

A. JCbanna. Calcutta 








OPINJON 



Riffht Move 


R ijiv Gindhi's efforts lo ban poli* 
cical defections are certainly 
laudable Mocj*Oe/ection Bill: A Sew 
Beginning, 10—16 February). In In* 
die politics is nothing but just 
another trade. It is thus natural that 
politicians will switch sides whenev* 
er they find their party in trouble 
Banning defections by law will car* 
teinly infuse morality in Indian poU* 
tics. The birds of a fair season should 
be taught a lesson. 

Ab/r ftdhy, Berhempur 

• While appreciating the Anti< 
Defection Bill. I would also recom* 
mend a law prohibiting a person 

from contesting from more than one 
constituency. 

Sumen Serayen M»ara, Balascre 


Sane Voices 


A nita Pratap had correctly analy¬ 
sed the b^c causes underlying 
the Tamil pi^blem in Sn Lanka (Sri 
Lenka's Voices of Reason, 10—16 
February). Inspite of the moderate 
Siohala's demand for a political solu* 
cioa, the haughty attitude of the 
Sinhala Buddhists is worsening the 
situation. Moreover, some vested 
Western power blocs are deliberate¬ 
ly keeping the tension alive in Sri 
lanka. Things have come to such a 
pass that even the cabinet of Prefi- 
deni Jayewerdene is divided regard¬ 
ing (he Tamil issue; the Presi^nt 
had to tack a minister.The army is 
net (he answer to (he problem. Un¬ 
less the ruling party realises this the 
country is heading for a fresh crisis 
Rarhesh Jha. Bhagelpur 


Violence Should be Condemned 


I do not agree with Kuldip Nayar's 
viaw that Appeasing the Sikhs 
(^9 February) is the first reason¬ 
able step towards solving the Punjab 
problem. The government has always 
been generous to the Sikhs and is 
willing to compromise on a number 
of issues to solve the Punjab tangle. 
But the Sikhs have shut their eyes to 
reason. Certain vested snteresu are 
deliberately trying to build a wall 
between the Hindus and the Sikhs. 
UnleH the moderates among (he 
Sikhs condemn extremist activities 
and unless they extend their hand of 
cooperation, there is no way out 
yaram Hans Singh. Anah 

• I differ v>ith Mr Nayar regarding 


(he appeasement of (he Sikhs. Prom 
(he very beginning the Sikh lead 
ership did not contemn the exirera- 
ISIS with the result that the unfortun¬ 
ate decision to send in the army to 
the Golden Temple had to be taken. 
Even now the Sikh high priests hesi¬ 
tate to decry violence. 

Falguai Basu. Cakurta 

e 1 welcome Kuldip Nayar's sugges¬ 
tion to establish a National Security 
Council on the pattern of that in (he 
USA (The Foreign Office Mess. 27 
January—2 February). However, un¬ 
like its counterpart in the USA, (he 
NSC should not meddle in the affairs 
of other countries. 

Seeraj Cummar Bansai. Mcradahad 


Our Politicised Bureaucracy 


S hubhabrata Bhattacharya rightly 
highlighted the link among the 
Bureaucrat. Diplomat. Induwtalisi. 
Spy (3—9 February) Corruption 
among the bureaucracy has en¬ 
dangered the security of our country. 
It i$ high time the government u>ok 
note of such people. The intelligence 
set-up should also be revamped 
K. Rachappa. Hydeeabad 

a It would be preposterous to assume 
that we can dispense with bureauc¬ 
rats. They have become an integral 
part of our political «et-up and the 
only way uut is to inculcate in them a 
sense of patriotism. What this gen 
eratiuti needs are patriots. 
Banatnali Panda, Run 

• The investigative cover story on 
the spy scandal failed to answer the 
queiiion as ro why the persons con¬ 
cerned were selling secrets to both 


the CIA and the KGB. It tsridtcuJous 
tr suggest that the two superpower 
intelligence agencies were sharing 
secrets. 

Sanjih Aaur. ICeonJhar 

• 77re Decline and Fall of the lodtan 
Bureaucrat was illuminating. The 
political leaders are to be blamed for 
the corruption that has seeped into 
the bureaucraev. During ihe early 
Sixties, the political masters were 
dedicated individuals inspired by no 
ble ideals. They were always willing 
fo heed (he advice of bureaucrats. 

Bui ihe picture is <)uice differein 
now: politicians run after money and 
power and they use bureaucrats to 
(heir advanta^. The bureaucracy 
has become highly politicised. The 
bureaucracy should fust be freed of 
political pressures if the country 
wants to be restored to its old glory. 
Sub/r Lahiri, Catoitta 


ImagB^buildihg 


P ropie are anxiously waiting to 
herald the birth of the Bharat 
Desam (The Ambithns of NTR. 27 
January—2 Februarv). The opposl- 
. tion badly needs a leader and a plank 
\ CO stage a comeback. NTR's brain 
I child will vurely provide the much 
I needed alternative tu the Con- 
I gressd). 

A Shajahan. Trivandrum 

• The proposed launching ol the 
Bharat Desam is a desperete attempt 
by the Andhra Pradesh chief minis¬ 
ter to project himself as a national 
leader If NTK has genuine inten¬ 
tions iif serving the downtrodden 
Indians, he would not have launched 
I the Telugu Desam which serves the 
I interests of only a section of the 
Mpulation. I am sure the Bharat 
Desam will be a flop. The people 
have reposed faith in Rajiv Gandhi 
thereby indicating that they will nor 
^ tolerate regionalism. 

I PR. Beeren. HalrAlBaiin (.Saudi 
, Arable I 

( Pnnter^a Devil 

I n Delhi Diary 110—16 February) 
ihe name of Woomesh Chandra 
I Bonnerji has been misspelt due to a 
printing error. This U regretted— 
Editor 

fiN iDhevldg talermailoa It publiiMI la 
templlaaei vtia Rail t it tha RiplUrillM 
el NiMpaHri (CiMni) Ruiis itM 
t. Flaca at publittlieii 6 ano 9 P^atuHa 
' Sirkar Street. Calcutta 700001. 

12. Patedlelly Weekly 
2. frinter an# patllther Br}ii Kumar Basu 
kiman 6 PrefuHa SarNar Sueei CaicuRa 
700001 

UHer M J Akbar Ir^an 6 PrafuHa 
Sarkar Street Ca>cuHa 700001 

$. Hamas and aMrauas ef indMteils who 
awn tba newsaagert and partaeft or ihara- 
heldert holding mors than ona set oani ol 
(ha Mai Mfilii. 

(I) Owntra Ananda laser Patrtfca LU. 6 
PrafuHa Sarkar street Calcutta 700001 
(H) Skiraheidars holding mora than Ih; ol 
tha Mai oapilal. Aioka Barker. Aveek 
Kumar Sarkar. Arjp Kumar Sarkar. 
Adhgi Kumar Sarkar. Asan Kumar Sat- 
kar Arup Kwnar Sarkar on behail of 
trwKK aon Antra Kumai Sarkar. 6 Pralulla 
sarkar Sireei Caicuiia tqqooi. 

> Bqt Kumar Basu hereby declare that 
tbt patticuitri given above are true to 
the beat oi my tmowiedpe and belief. 
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Bijil Kumar Sinj 
Publisher 
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n early February. Bir Bahadur 
Singh, an independent MLA 
from Bihar strode into one ol 
Patna's posh hotels with his band 
of armed bodyguards. The tall, 
bearded, brusque man tugged a goat 
which his men hacked to 
pieces in public and then had it 
cooked in the hotel's kitchen. The 
gruesome picnic over, the gang scrol¬ 
led out. Not a word of protest was 
uttered by the hotel authorities. 

Bir Bahadur Singh is an impulsive, 
short-tempered man, some say. a 
schisophrenic. It cakes little for him 
to resort to the drastic. Sometime 
back he pushed a ticket collector out 
of a running train just because he 
hid asked for a ticket and, on 
another occasion, almost gagged a 
friend with whom he was drinking. 
There are few crimes that Bir Baha¬ 
dur is not charged with commitiingi 
murder, abduction, rape, molesta 
tion, gangsterism. He carries un¬ 
licensed arms, stays ar any hotel that 
he pleases without paying, roughs up 
any woman that catches his eye and 
is a professional jailbird. This is the 
only reason why he is also an MLA. 
Hii image ii an a^sei and his 
nourishing career an apt commen¬ 
tary on the socio-political scare of 
Bihar. 

Bir Bahadur Singh was just 
another son of a Rajput landlord 
from Bhojpur till the murder of his 
father at the hands of a backward 
caste man. He avenged it and soon 
established his reputation as the 
lord-protector of Rajput interests in ' 
the area. He became a ruthless killer ' 
whose personal army struck terror 
specially among the backward 
castes. Fol'owed pats from caste- 
brethren in the political world and 
secret requests for assistance. Then, : 
io 1960, Bir Bahadur used the muscle 
he had assisted others with for him 
self and became an independent 
MLA from Jagdishpur. Since then, 
the honourable representative of the 
people has been to jail, and even 
detained under the NSA. several 
times. And all this time the Congre*. 
a(l) government buttressed, pairo- 
nised and used his talent.s 
to score political points. During the 
byeJecrions he was even bailed out of 
jail to oversee hooch-capturing op 
erations. Today, Bir Bahadur is pre¬ 
paring for his second election, again 
as an independent MLA from Jag 
disbpur. Most observers feel he 
would have no problems getting the 
mandate, or to put it otherwise, forc¬ 
ing it. He might not even have to 
actually capture booths this time: the | 
paopla of Jagdishpur do not want to , 
earn Bir Bahadur Singh's wratn by 

4 Ingcpendml MLA Bir Bahidur Stage . 
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IK2 South Avenue 
Shti Rajiv Gandhi Delhi llOOUl 

Prime Minister of India and Previdi-m Alt <*il» Dated jl/l/19RS 
Respected Sir, 

I humbly beg to say that after hruig t-U-iKd fr'«m the <>hiitampur Assembly 
constituency. Mr Shivnath Singh Kii-'lmali.i was made j itunistec of state. 
During his five years in office, Morx-s ih daco^Cies have been vutnmittod. 
dosens murdered, thousands nf families liviicil <imJ even hieasts uf some 
women were cut off by his nephew .inH cUcruts wlmm he patronises. He has 
struck terror in the region and the entire jxipulation nf Chdtampui 
Assembly constituency is pained. His f'-jKviu-d jssi*itinns that he has nothing 
fa do with his nephews are ahMilur^-lv ti.ist-iess As proof I would like tu say 
that one of his nephews who siudving. v 1 av^ .«t his official residence in 
loicknow. His brother and anothei nephew have inrcibly acquired a contract 
to Supply sugarcane. They opposeil mt* iti the (.<>k Saliha elections and even 
kept idl the election material fiN cht-ir own pur)n>s(-s. 

In lliese circumstances. I pray to you noi lo sel('«;t lom .ts a candidate from the 
Chatampur Assembly constiluencv At tht- same lime 1 should like to say our 
image in the region has been i ami shed and winning the election is 
impossible. 

With respects 
Your humble senrant, 

AshJtareo Sankhwar 

LetWr vritm by .Athkaraa Sankhoar to Prime MbiiMer Rajiv <.andhl kvclllni charges 
■gafmt Skivaatk Slatk Katamaha. a nilmvter ta Ike I' P raMnet 
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deft'atine him. i dans aNost endemic. People witfa 

Crime ha^ become an inextricable { £ory criminal antecedents have held 
part nl pulirics in Bihar and the | cabinet posts. Smugglers and boo- 
nexii« between criminals and polin I tleggeis have run ministers, rapists 



have dominated proceedings in the 
Assembly where mafia dons and 
gangsters come loaded vdth arms and 
guarded by gun*tocing musclemen. 
The custodians of Bihar have proc* 
laimed, with some pride, that they 
maintain gangs of gooodas and that 
doing so is ‘‘necessary for political 
survival.’* So is, perhaps, holding the 
masses in general at ransom. A slo¬ 
gan being used by candidates in 
several constituencies this time is: 
“Send me back to Patna as your 
legislator or else you shall not live in 
peace It is a threat the people know 
can be carried our with impunity. 

“We are just waiting for the day 
whan the percentage of criminals in 
the Assembly crosses SO “ remarked 
a senior Bihar MLC and added, 
perhaps with a touch of humour, that 
till* state Legislature could then pass 
a Uw that a woman resisting rape 
could he convicted. While this might 
be a bit far fetched, the rise in the 
number of i>eopi« with criminal 
backgrounds entering politics is 
alarming A record lineup is contest* 
ing the Assembly elections this time. 
Many of them will win while Bihar’s 
slide into barbarism continues. 

Nothing makes it more evident 
than the Congressd) list of candi* 
dales itself, After all the brooming 
and pruning, the number of people 
with criminal records behind them Is 
between and 40 while the count of 
those who have links with or shield 
criminal elements, much more. Some 
of them ere caste barons too impor 
tint to be displeased, others simply 
too resourceful to the parly lo be 
ignored. 

Take the case of Sagir Ahmed, the 
Congress(l> t^ndidaie from Raxaul, 
on the Indu Nepal border. His men 
have been caughi and charged for 
variou.N offences, including smug¬ 
gling, on many occasions. He himself 
has been ei the centre of such a 
scandal chat even a chief minister 
like Dr .lagannath Mishra had to 
drop him ftom his ministry. Sanjeev 
Prasad Toni, contesting the elections 
from Phutwarisharif near Patna, is 
still known as the local dada of 
Patna; a man who has seldom flin 
chad from using muKles to gain 
political strength. There is Kumud 
Ranjan Jha whose behaviour to¬ 
wards woman has not been appreci¬ 
ated by many and his accomplice in 
many an escapade, Satyadeo Singh 
aliaft Sahdeo. is the Congresa(l> 
nominee from Khagaria. Harilal Ram 
from Bechahan is charged with the 
rape of a minor harijan girl and 
Righunarh Pandey from Muaaffar- 
pur is so powerful that he runs a 
parallel administration of his own, 
defying the authority of the govern¬ 
ment. Then there are the mafia boi- 
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of south Bihar: at laast t«*n r»i 
I hem ure in the fruv ftotn v.irinns 
curntjiuenvies in DhimhaU. I'iilumjii 
unJ Htir;inbaf!h. Some of them Uu>w 
uveti mif^ratetf to other convrruen 
L'ieM incenirtil and north Bih.tr whuh 
IS already buzsiOK with canJjddieN 
who ure said to have helped in lup 
turin^ booth* for Vll' curtdiddU'x id 

the ConKre^Mli in theia*ii Lok Suldu 
eleLliuns. Antunt; them <«re the ihm 
men who pcrsonnliy "Innked Jttei" 
the pnllinfi booths in the consiiiuen 
cies of Mrs Manorama Sin^h. ihe 
wife of ih« Bihur chief mimstei. and 
Satyendra Naram SinhUs the Rjipni 
chieftain of Bihar. But. perhaps, ihc 
most surprising is the choice of 
candidates brought tn nn thr ‘Tiev 
and clean" criterion. In sevei.ii 
cases, the 'unclean" have been re 

placed by candidates whose pastv uie 
just as murky. Main Devi, known to 
be a bootlegger, and who has a 
couple of warraiitv of arre^^t n tu i 
head, has got the ticket from hj^wuh 
In the 1984 Lak Sabha electiotiv. chi*, 
lady was accompanying the local 
Congresstll candidate un his cam. 
paign rounds. But the moment lie 
came to know of her antecedents, he 
told her he nu longer needed her 
services. Ask any knowledKeuhli* 
peraitfi in Patna and he will tell vow 
that the Congress!It list to Bihar 
abounds with such "colourful" persn 


^ n.iliiw^ A‘ul liMw many more such 
ch.ir.wtoiv link Iw^hind the new 
. n.imvs iinlxHty kiiims iiKlay. 

The* < imiui*«s4lt IS not the only 
party that has in its ranks such 
criminal ami dulnous elements. 
Crime has Iviomea political necessi- 
h. somerhmg wiihuui which any par- 
IV or group finds ihe going difficult. 
IhropfMfNicmii iMrlies this time have 
uri ecpi.tl sh.ire of gafigsitm and cri- 
nimaK M'inev*niing them. In the 
lorelioni is the .laHata Party which. 
;i|>.in Iroin fielding (he notorious 
Dh.inlkid mafia don Suiyadeo Singh. 
Ik.l^ also adopted some who were cast 
aw.is h\' the Congresstl) because* of 
their cridiitui iMckgrounds. The par> 
rv le.Ml'Tship openly justifies and 
accept* ji Answering questions at 
Patna *.<iin«*tiiiiv ago the Janata Party 
’ lcad<u Svod Shahahuddin said that 
I assistant I could be taken from all 
I kinds iH pet^ple for eli.*ctoraI pur> 
poses 'n another statement Karpoori 
• Thakuj. a fnrmer chief minister of 
I Rihor. did not h<>siiate to say that his 
. men ’soulJ fighi the elections with 
[ guns hrs time. Karpoori Thakor was. 
[ perhaps mure desperate in his intent 
^ but hv knows only too well that 
elect inns cannot he won without re* 
! sorting to the gun in Bihar. His own 
I guvernment at one time was assisting 
, politics to the dirty depths it is in 
I lodav. 


Bui. perhaps, the grip of crime on 
politics and sociviy \s best exhibited 
by (he numbei of independent MIj^s 
who rule (hr roast by sheer inusciti 
and firepowei. Vinoil Singh. Thu 
"sadisi" of P.ilumaii. Said«o Kiishriii 
Singh, the icnor of (taya, ami ihu 
drcailod Biremirii Singh Mohuhia, of 
Jand.iha 

V inod Singh who. according to the 
police is a "«udist who uuioyi. 
killing people * at one lime faced 
more than 70 criminal charges He 
can kill people in public, thruaien 
and abuse* seni.tr police officers, 
dodge (he law with impunity and silll 
remain an honourable MlJv. Sardar 
Krishna Singh, a hliumihar landlord* 
turned Sikh from (Jaya. hs'gan us ? 
ca^te gangster terrorising harijaiis 
and giving protectiun and as.sisiance 
to upper caste politicians, Bv 19B0, 
when he won the Assembly elections 
as an independent candidate front 
Arwai. there were already half a 
dozen serious charges, including 
murder and obductiun. against him. 
He was. in the early pare of his career 
as an MLA. ii*cd and patronised by 
(he then chief minister Dr .lagannath 
Mishra. It was only when he becume 
too much of a liability that Dr Mishra 
felt obliged to exp^l him trum the 
party. But there was nothing that 
could stop Krishna Singh'ii rise in 
politics. The tall hefty Sikh who is 
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<t)VER STORY 


Mala Devi: The Congress(l)'s ^^Clean’’ Candidate 


ala D«vi hii suddenly become 
a much talked about woman 
in Bihar. Not because she alleaadly 
runs a few bhtttas of illicit country 
liquor, has rwo warranu of arrest 
against her and is wanted by the 
Okciae department but because she 
has been given the Gongresa(l) tick¬ 
et for the Assembly elections: one 
of the “new and claen" faces that 
cha party is bringing in. Even senior 
Gon^ess(l) leaders were surprised 
how someone like bar could have 
bean given the nod in the midst ol 
**operation cleanup ” Soma pro¬ 
tested and it was hoped her name 
would finally be struck out but 
Mala Devi, known effectionately as 
Malo Devi by men around har. 
stuck on and filed her nominatioo 
papers at the Patna coUectorate on 
a rtbruary. 

She could have been taken into 
custody that day Excise officials 
ware watching her from their office 
right beside the collectorete but 
they did not dare. How could they? 


As one senior excise official put li, 
1 stake, my )ob by arreatiBg 
smneonc who has bcm given a 
ticket by the chief minister?” So 
Malo Devi roams around freely on 
the campaign trail today, promuing 
”cleanliness and efficiency.” vritn 
ell the respectebility of a Congres* 
s<h candidate around h^ 

Malo Devi's activities art an open 
secret. The bharrae that she runs 
singla handcd, are famous in and 
around Fetwah. a highway 
township,2S kilometres east of Pat¬ 
na. Her job. they say. is to smuggle 
in induitrial alcohol from the West 
Bengal border and conven it into 
liquor at her bhanai. She has been 
running this lUegel trade success¬ 
fully for years allegedly with the 
connivance of the local authorities. 
Once when an eiciae inspector ^ 
the name of Chaffer (ri^ to con¬ 
duct a raid on her establishment, 
she and her perrons beat him up. 
Malo Devi herself proudly admits 
having done so. The police did not 
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interfere According to some Fat- 
wah locals, they are. in addition te 
Iwing "indebted” to her. also afraid 
of the mu^le-power she has at her 
iommend. 

*'CsJat aarop lagane waafe Icq 
aiu hi Jcarna chahjya (This Is the 
treatment tbai should be meted out 
to a man who levels false chargesh** 
she says, sitting inside her dingy 
Fatwah hutment surrounded by 
drunken “campaign srrategliti.” Ir 
is late in (he night and she has juft 
returned from her rounds. **Sha is 
ati extremely popular woman ut the 
area and very simple too. Don't ai^ 
her too many questions" savs one 
of the many men eround her. 
perhaps, afraid that she might 
speak indiscreetly in her excite* 
nem. She has already committed • 
lapse in telling us that she has 
received prnniises of support from 
*'some underground people ” 

She claims that all her earelfiii 
come from the fishing coiuntcta 
that she has and says the wmtents 
were inspired by peo^ who had 
become jealous of her. But right 
outside her house, people ta^ 
openly of (he “woman of many 
ways* and cut nasty jokes. In Ht\ 
na. leaders express shock ai hper 
this unlenared, non-politictt, 'low 
avU” ledy got harseli ■ Mstt 









COVriR STORY 


- 


liways surrounded by armed body¬ 
guards is now contesting elections 
from Arwal once again, even though 
the Congressfl) has ^disowned" him. 
His musclemen maintain that thair 
leader will always be an asset to the 
ruling party. His campaign head* 
quarters in Fatna is full ot posters 
depicting Rajiv Gandhi as his leader. 

Birendra Singh Mohabia is another 
MLA with a gory track record. His 
main platform in politics is terror. 
When he goes out campaigning, he 
openly proclaims that if the people 
want to live in peace they musi send 
him to the Assembly. "If I remain 
here, your lives and properties shall 
never be safe," he said. Some time 
ego, just to give more teeth lo hn 
threats, Mohabia bought a mad 
elephant from the cattle lair in Sone* 
ur and let il run amuck whenever 
e pleased. 

Most of these lawless elements, 
even though they are independents, 
enjoy the patronage and protection 
of the powers that be. The rela¬ 
tionship works smoothly, to the be* 
nefit of both sides. The birth of the 
criminal elements in the state's body 
politic has taken place in the lap of 
the feudal set up with its deep*rooted 
caste rivalries and economic back¬ 
wardness. It was usual for most land 
lords end tamindsns to keep packs of 
fathairs (those who wielded the 
hthi$) and criminals at their beck 
and call, to terrorise the poor lenanis 
and extort money from them. Though 
officially tamindari is no more, the 
same ethos still pervades the coun¬ 
tryside of Bihar. The economic 



.. ^ 

advancement of the backwards and 
the social awareness among the ban- 
jans has only aggravated the tensions 
in the rural areas of Bihar. Sime it 
was. by and large, the upper castes 
which ruled the roaM in govern 
ment and politics, the oppressors got 
away with the worst of crimes. 
whi*ther It w.1^ rape or plunder The 
politicians who deprn^d on them 
fur capturing booths during the elec* 
tions or keeping the wrung castes at a 
safe distance were only obliged to 
bail them uut when they gut on the 
wrong side of the law. The poliiicien 


gangster nexus in Bihar has come to 
be the rule rather than an excepiiun. 

tven today the name of Kamdeo 
Singh, the hhumihar gang leader of 
Begusarai, comes up every time one 
talks about the relationship bs'iween 
crime and ptiliilcs. The top leaders of 
Bihar, right from the days of "Bihar 
Kesari" Sri Krishna Sinlia. made It 
iheir business to pay court to the 
so-called "Rubin Hood uf Begiisarai." 
specially those belonging to Singh’s 
caste. Even Dr Jagannath Mishra 
thought it discreet to call on ihe 
family members of the dead gangster 
(Kamdeo was killed in an encounter 
in 1980) before starting hiv election 
[ campaign 

S^n ir was not a mere nexus 
between politicians and gangsters, 
both working in tandem. Came a 
time when gang.sters themselves got 
into politics, fought elections and 
became MLAs. even ministers. Both 
crime and politics put sued the same 
goal power. And, at one point, 
merged. 

Compared to Bihar, the neighbour¬ 
ing Uttar Pradesh may seem almost a 
haven ot peace. Bui only compaia* 
lively speaking The crime*politics 
nexus IS as much a reality in UP as in 
Bihar, except that the terror here is > 
not open, so naked The various 
ministries in the Iasi decade-and-a* 
half have had men with criminal 
pasts Smugglers, drug runners. pat* 
runs of dacoits, hijackers, murderers, 
you name it. Nn Icnk than rune NSA 
detainee^ are contestirig ihe As^^m 

bly polls 

It is in Uttar Tradevh that the 



SUNT IMS 






COVER STC»Y 



Rajiv Gandhi axe is said to have 
fallen (he heaviest on men with 
shady records. Yet the list of Con* 
(iresstl) candidates bristles with 
nearly three dosen people who have 
been or are involved in all manner of 
nefarious activities. Perhaps, the 
most slftrinn case is that of Shiv Nath 
Sineh Kushwaha. an MLA from Cha- 
lampur in Kanpur district and minis* 
ler of state in the present govern 
ment. Apart from being involved in 
the .sugarcane scandal which 
attracted the attention of the 
Lokayukta. Kushwaha is alleged to 
be the patron of a ruthless gang that 
has struck terror in Chatampur. One 
of hit nephews, is today an NSA 
detainee, and another is said to have 
forcibly wangled a profitable sugar* 
cane contract. While the UP tickets 
were being discussed in Delhi. Aash* 
karan Sankhwar, the Congressfll MP 
from Gharampur. had written to the 
Prime Minister about Kushwaha*s 
misdeeds and pleaded with him not 
to give the ticket to the man. But he 
got it His political godfathers are all 
over the place, from Lucknow to 
Delhj. Evan the Lokayukta's repon 
against him. in the beginning of 19g4. 
did not deter his patrons. 

Gulah Singh, who ironically be* 
came the first Congressll) winner in 
(he present elections (unopposed 
from Chakraial, had a thriving poppy 
farm near Dehradun. When this wet 
detecied, the then chief minister 
Vishwaneth Pratap Singh bundled 
him out of the ministry moment 
V.P. Singh resigned. Gulab Smgh 
bounced back into the ministry Sri 
pati Mishra obviously had different 
standards for his colleagues* What 
new considerations prompted the 
ticket distributors this time in spite 
of the cleanliness drive is not known. 

Gulab Singh and Kushwaha are not 
the only jarring names in (he *'clean 
list" from Uttar Pradesh. Rajdhar 
Mishra, the Congress(I) candidate 
from Kervi in,Banda, has a record 
too Devendra Pandey. the well* 
known hijacker, was selected while 
his cO'hijacker Bhola Pandey was 
guillotined for having a bad image. 
Markande Chand. (he ruling party 
nominee from Gorakhpur, is said to 
have snatched the revolver of a 
police officer sometime ago, and has 
been charged for that offence. The 
record of Unieshwar Pratap Singh, 
(he party candidate from Kamail* 
ganj iti Gonda. is at beet dubious. At 
one tune he was charged in a murder 
case, and though he was acquitted, 
there are complaints from prominent 
people in his constituency that he 
was involved in the rape of a herijin 
woman, 

prominent people in the party 
have also been patronising a dreaded 
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gangster like Harishankar Tewari of 
Gorakhpur, an NSA detainee who is 
contesting the elections from jail as 
an independent. In his gang wars 
with Birendra Praiap Shahi. his rival 
in east UP, more than a hundred 
people have died during the past 
year. Gorakhpur is something like 
Bihar's Dhanbad. a honeycomb of 
criminals and dacoiis. Interestingly, 
the Congresa(l) candidate now 


opposing Tewari had himself been 
expelled from the Congress(l) dtiring 
the Lok Sabha elections for support* 
ing Tewari. The man. Bhringunach 
Chaturvedi. was perhaps considered 
the best bet against Tewari. 

The opposition parlies are of 
course not far behind in setting up 
men with tarnished records to fight 
the elections, Laturi Singh, a former 
Congressd) MLA. now adopted by 
the DMKP (Dalit Mazdoor KlMn Par* 
ly) was ai uii« (imr facing murder 
charges. Anwar Mohammed Khan, 
also of the DMKP, and facing similar 
charges, is in the fray from Kayam* 
ganj in Parukhabad. The Janata Par* 
ty has fielded, in Jaunpur, a man who 
was involved in the sensational theft 
at Varanasi's Vishwanath temple. 
The CPI can boast of having set up at 
least two men who have similar re 
cords. 

But all these are perhaps just small 
fry compered to the greet dons of 
politics under whose arms (hey 
thrive. Far more perverse and damn* 
able are the powerful pillars of socle* 
ty. the bosses in high places who get 
away with (he worst of crimes, the 
ones wbo use the petty criminajs for 
their own ends and then discard 
them to keep up their own veneer of 
cleanliness and incorruptibilliy. 
While they thrive, (he charade of 
cleanliness in politics can only re* 
main a mockery. 
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Crime and Politics 


In Bombay the cnminal^politician nexus is wnll-en trenched 


T ht new ?nn« Mloiner, Mr 
Rjjtv Gandhi ulks convin* 

dni^y of bringing ^n cloaali' 
neu into the edminiatration. 
He even told a poboe meet in Jaipur 
recently chat *1 rom now on there will 
be DO interference in the working of 
the police, lo there will be no ex< 
cuaea." But if anyone tries to clean 
up the rnces caused by the 
biggest name tn Bombey's under- 
world, Varedarejan. he would prob* 
ably meet his Waterloo in the creeks 
of Dhrevi or Metunge. VeredirejaA, 
e TatoilUn from the Mudelier ewu' 
munity controls dock chefti, bootleg 
ging, matJre end has at least some of 
the MPs of Tamil Madu la his pocket. 
For instance, over a year ago, when 
ha was to ba deteinad under COFE* 
POSA for snuggling on the Konkan 
coast. It was reportedly the home 
secretary of Maharashtra Mr B D. 
Chowgule himself who turned down 
the demand for his detention. Evan 
the customs officials ware upset alv 
out this. 

Nearly three years ago, s new 
deputy commissioner Y.C. Pawar 
took charge of the Matunga police 
station. Since Pawar would not kow< 
tow to him, Varadaraian cried his 
belt to get him transferred. When he 
failed he brought pressure from 
three MPs of Tamil Nadu, one each 
from the Congressfl), the AlADMK 
and the DMK. Through these MPs he 
allegedly got the AlCCfl) general 
aecretaiy fC. Moopanar to speak to 
Maharashtra chief minister Mr 
Vasantdada Pacil about it and got Mr 
Venkatasubbaiah. the former union 
minister of state for home, to discuss 
the transfer with the director- 
general of police, Maharashtra. Mr 
R.P. filftdhekar. Perhaps, this is the 
only case where Varedarejan has nut 
had his way. But he has not spared 
Mr Pawar; he has cried to break him 
psychologically and physically. His 
gang has filed four cruninal cases 
against Mr Pawar in the magisuate’s 
court and no lass a criminal lawyer 
than Mr Ram Jechcualani has been 
enga^ for this purpose. The case 
has been dnggiiig on for two years 
and Mr Pawar has bad to appear 
nearly a hundred times in court wast¬ 
ing nearly three hours every time. 
This way the police officer ia kept 
engaged in the court and subjected 
to hualliiCion and stress. Pawar. 
according to ooe source, has stopped 


all the illegal aciivines Varadara. 
jan in his '‘domain” that streubes 
from Matunga to Dharavi and Sion. 
Antop Hill at Wadala is the hub of his 
empire. Pawa/. a police officer 
brought to Bombay nearly three 
years ago from the mofussil area is 
probably one of the few persons that 
Varadarajin has been unable to 
purchase. His trouble with Varadara 
Ian. it IS said, started when while 
travelling in hts official car he gave 
chase to a vehicle carrying lu^uor. 
The vehicle would not stop and on 
the contrary the vehicle driver and 
his accomplices dashed against bis 
car and even ihrew stones at it 
Pawar finally caught them, and the 
neit day he hauled up the owner of 
the vehicle. Thomas Kurien alias 
Khaja. beat him up and humiliated 
him in public. On that day the move 
to oust Pawar began with a 
vengeance. Khaja owns 20 cars which 
he uses for transporting illidi Nquoi 
and rmw this lucrative trade has been 
stopped. 

Khaja and his gang members made 
a complaint againsi Pawar to the 
magistrate but the complaint was 
niroad down on the grounds that 
sanction was not ^iven by the govern 
ment under the Bombay Police Act 
They then went in appeal to the 
Bombay High Court which aakl there 
should be a preliminary enquiry by 
the police. Tbe judges made remarks 
chat Pawar bad acted in a high, 
handed manner and it is vary rdi- 
ably learnt that the government 
pleader had tried to suggest to the 
police cmnmissioner that Pawar be 
transferred. The police commission¬ 
er, however, did not yield. 

Another c^kial who is now undei 
pressure due to the political clout 
wielded by the underworld is G.R. 
Khaimar (43), ward ^ficer of *G' 
North ward. Tliere are 42 unautbo- 
rised places of wwship on pavements 
between Prabhadevi and Sion, an 
area of 10.9 sq km. It is estimated 
chat in the vrhole of Bombay there 
could be 4 SO such uoauihorised 
places of wm^p. li is mostly tbe 
underworld characters who are be* 
hind these places. They art not only 
a means of earning money from gulli¬ 
ble devotees (anjnvhere between Rs 
100 to Rs SOO daily) but is a cover for 
drug peddling, prostitution and 
gambling. In tbe second week of 
February, Khaimar had demolished 


some of the unauthorised places oi 
worship in the Mahim area. There 
was a hue and cry on the first day 
until the citizens realised that these 
were really dens of anti*social ale* 
ments. 

Khairnar had hit ar the lucrative 
trade of a number of underworld 
dons, believed to be underlings of 
Varedarejan. They even called for a 
bandh in the area tbe following day 
but it was a partial success. Among 
those who protested against the de¬ 
molition was said to be the chief 
minister Mr Vasantdada Patil’s 
brother-in-law Mama Phalke The 
Phalkes, who are brothers of ex-MP 
Shalmitsi Patil, hav^ their base in 
Mahim. According to reports. Mama 
Phalke had told the inspector of the 
police station there that he had got 
the permission of the chief minister 
to rebuild the temples that were 
demolished. Accordingly, his people 
began reconstructing the temples 
but they were demolished again. 
Around this time there was a call 
from the Mantralaya to the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) en¬ 
quiring about the goings-on. While 
the BMC spokesman refused to say 
what the call was about, stories soon 
spread that Varadarajen had seen 
the chief minister and that Khairnar 
would be transferred. A citisens’ 
committee headed by Mr Nilakant 
Khadilkai. editor of Navakaf backed 
Khaimar and so did every man in the 
municipal curporitiun. Khairnar, 
however, is stiJI there, but he has 
been asked to stop demoJitiuns of all 
illegal places of worship. 

It IS understood that while the 
temples were being demolished, a 
koown flunkey of Varadarajen came 
and requested the corporation em¬ 
ployees that the demolitions be stop¬ 
ped but they did not pay heed to him. 
Varadarajin then appeared on the 
scene and it was made known that he 
would be seeing the chief minister. 
Khaimar has had several encounters 
with Varadarajan’s men. Once they 

came end occupied all tbe chairs in 
his office. RhaiTDax escaped by lock* 
ing himself in his room. Police help 
came after m'.re than half an hour 
though everyone knew what was hap¬ 
pening. The same story was repeated 
during a raid on Antop Hill where a 
former collector of Bombay was per¬ 
sonally supervising the demolitions. 
The collector was abused by the 
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members of the Varaderajeo gang 
and had lo bear it silentJy. In fact, 
some police officers themselves have 
reportedly told Khairnar that he 
should ^^just" himseU with Vara 
darajan. In S97S, Khairnar was trans¬ 
ferred on a request from a Janata 
legislator and orders from Shared 
Pawar who was then the chief 
minister. 

Another underworld name is that 
of Kheshav Bhosale who has been 
involved in the Raj Bhavan sinu|> 
gling case and innumerable other 
rackets. Ha is presently detained 
under COFEPOSA but is contesting 
as an independent candidate from an 
Asacitibly constituency in Raigad dis 
nici. Bhosale has asked for perole 
end so powerful is he even now. rhat 
the government did not bother to 
oppose it when the applicetion came 
up for hearing on 19 February. The 
police had sent their representaiives 
to court but the judge said that they 
had no focus srandi. The police had to 
then ask the government to send 
someone to oppose the parole order 
on 20 February. Bhosale has had his 
way in everything until now. A dis- 
misaed constable, he joined the CoO' 
gressd) and had even contested, un¬ 
successfully, the hiuRicipal elections 


some years ago. He was close to Ur 
Ramrao Adik, (he former deputy 
chief minister and Mr Jambuwantrao 
Dhoie, Whan he was caught for the 
Raj Bhavan snuggling case, he was 
found hiding in the home of a ninis- 
ler owing allegiance to Ur Dhote and 
Mr Adik. 

Bhosale's links with the Uantra- 
laya are well-known. When the police 
refused to give him a licence for a 
hotel, the minister of state for home, 
Mr Vilasrao Deshmukh. personally 
overruled the police objectiuos. In 
fact. Mr Deshmukh has overruled aU 
objections the police have put up to 
guest houses in the Coleba area, 
which are misused for nefarious acti¬ 
vities. 

H ow do people like Varadarajan 
destroy the quality of life of the 
people and a city? Oescribi^ Vara- 
darajan. a senior police official said 
that if the chief minister runs the 
govammeni and the police commis¬ 
sioner is in charge of law and order, 
then Varadarajan is in charge of all 
the counierforces to these two in¬ 
stitutions. He cannot operate unless 
he gets the cooperation of ihese rvro 
institutions* the government and the 
police, in fan. he could not stay out 


of jail for a single day If he did not 
have their backing Money is of no 
consequence to bun. He has a large 
insatiable ego. He gives money in- 
plenty and Is even believed to have 
financed the wedding of the daugh¬ 
ter of e police official. He plays on 
the religious lusceptibUitias of the 
people and has direct contact with 
politicians. His ictivities which 
range from illicit liquor, drug pad- 
dlii^ aiacJra, gambling and proititu- 
tioa affea the lives and well being of 
the people both young end old. It 
saps thttir will, ener^ and morale. 

If one wants to improve the quality 
of life in Bombay, one will have to 
cackle Varadarajan and his empire 
politically The police akme will 
not be eble to stop the activities of 
the dons of Bombay's underworld. 
Among tba first people to wait on the 
home of a candidate who has got a 
lickai to contest an election^ 
whether Lok Sabhi. Assembly or 
municipal corporatiun^is the under¬ 
world *'dada*' or his flunkey who may 
have a more ‘‘respectable" image. 
Hie message is simple; "We are 
always at your service should you 
need us." Political parties, particu¬ 
larly il^ Congresstl), hive no cadre 
of their own and so they taka tha 
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'^services'* of the vur hordes of un- 
emplo 3 red oo the paTTolh of the 
underworld ^didas*’ for pasting post* 
ers, puttini up banners, shouting 
sloganSi picking’ morch*^ and 
pedayatree end then as election day 
neen, keeping • track of those on the 
voting lists tvfao are either out of 
town or unlikely to vote and then 
arrange for bogus voting on the day 
of actual voting. It is all dona so 
professionally that it is difficult to 
pinpoint bogus voting. Slum-lords, 
because of boochwjsc counting, are 
in a position to terrorise slumdwel- 
lers who do not vote as they are told. 
So, the candidate rs beholden to the 
underworld ‘'dade*' fron the day He 
gets a ticket. And if he wins the 
election, it is an endless process of 
qui^ pro quo- That is where the 
political clout comes in. 

Mr Nilakant Khadilkar. editor of 
\evakaf, a Marathi daily end prob* 
ably better known as the father of 
the chess queen Rohini Khadilkar. 
said, **The present election system 
requires a candidate to have a mini- 
mum of Rs 2S lakM.Where is this 
going to come from except from 
capitalists and the underworld? The 
present political parties also do not 
have a clear ideology or cadre to 
work for them and so they are forced 
to depend on the underworld. I have 
watched Murti Deora's election from 
South Bombay and saw this in action. 
All propaganda becomes easy when 
you make friends with the under¬ 
world." 

In Bombay, where the underworld 
wields political clout in proportion to 
his capaci^ to terrorise and kill, 
though Kaii Mastan Mina is one of 
the best known names in the city's 
underworld, his colleagues and those 
who know bim say he cannot be 
called an underworld person. He was 
only a big-time smuggler and today 
he commands the "respect^* of the 
underworld because he is th^ oldest 
surviving member of the fraternity. 
Mastan also worked for the Galada- 
haris. The real underworld charac¬ 
ters who wield clout are people like 
Varadarajan of Matunga and h^s 
aasociates, Darshan "TiJu" Singh and 
Khaja. 

Varadarajan and Yusuf Patel, who 
is primarily a shrewd businessman, 
have been responsible for the trans¬ 
fer of several honest policemen, 

municipal engineers, municipal ward 
officers who did not do what they 
said or who exposed them. Yusuf 
Patel, it is alleged, has been responsi¬ 
ble for wrecUng the career of a 
brilliant IAS officer Arun Bhatia who 
wai collector of Bombay Finally 
even the honest municipal commis- 
tloner D.M. Sukhtankar had to leava 
overnight for Insisting on de- 


VewifhiM _ 

molishing eight floors built illegally 
by Patel m a building at Warden 
Road He also insist^ on giving 
notices to buildings like Zia Coopera¬ 
tive Housing Society. Om Chambers. 
Arihani and Tirupaei. 

Arun Bhatia who was collector of 
Bombay in 19g3-S4 had exposed con 
siruction irregularities in four prop¬ 
erties belonging to Yusuf Patel. The 
illegal increase m the use of area 
totaled 9,19S sq yards which would 
mean a profit of stores of rupees for 
Patel and his biwhert who own the 
property. As boih the corporation 
headed by the municipal commis¬ 
sioner Sukhtankar and the anti- 
corruption bureau soft-pedalled on 
the issue. Bhatia sought the help of 
the press to expose what seemed 
likely to be push^ under a carpet of 
silence- The result was that Matia 
was transferred after less than a year 
in office as collector. In fact, he was 
reverted to a lower designation in 
the Mantralaya home department. 
Strangely enough, only in February 
196S. after Mr Rajiv Gandhi was 
Prime Minister for nearly four 
months with his '‘accent" on clean 
government, did the state govern 
mem sanction the prosecution of Mr 
P.D. Haval, superintendent of the 
Bombay city survey and land records 
department of the collectorate of 
Bombay and two h U staff mem bers 
"for FSl (Floor Space Index) mal¬ 
practices in conspiracy with Yusuf 
Patel and other builders." However, 
prosecution has yet to be launched 
against Yusuf Patel and his associ¬ 
ates. 

Meanwhile, the then municipal 
commiiaiontr wbo was accused by 
Bhatia of &oo<coptratioa himself 
became a victim of the PSl scandal 
when he inaUted on deaoUshing 
eight floors buih off Warden Road. 


About 2,737 sq. metres of the 36- 
storeyed building had lo be de¬ 
molished. Mr Sukhtankar would not 
play the mantrelaya's game quietly, 
so he was transferred back to the 
Mantralaya overnight. The new 
administrator m his place stayed the 
demolition in December I9b4. 

Another instance of the nexus be¬ 
tween the mantralaya and the under¬ 
world which gives the latter political 
leverage, la (he one involving the 
minister for transport and ;aiK, Prof. 
S.M. Aseer, a former MPCCfJl presi¬ 
dent. IncidentaJIy. both Prof Aseer 
and Mr Vilasreo Deshmukh have got 
tickets TO contest the coming Assem¬ 
bly elections. In August Ihvi year, two 
allegedly notorious cnmmaJs. Babu 
Re^am and Ramakant Naik. who 
were sentenced to life imprisonment, 
were let out on parole by the minis¬ 
ter Prof- Aseer. This wouJd not have 
come to light had not two petitioners. 
Mr J.V. Sheny and Mr S.K. Shetty, 
filed a writ petition in the Bom¬ 
bay High Court asking for details 
regarding the cnnditions under 
which parole was granted. Those two 
criminals and a third person. Arun 
Gawli. who were involved in the 
Parasnavh murder case were given 
bail while their appeal against the 
life sentence was pending in the 
Bombay High Court. The government 
itself got this bail order cancelled. 
But during chat period they had 
murdered Sridhar Shetty, relative of 
the petitioners. Justices S.P. Kurud- 
kar ifid N.M. Qazi charged Prof. 
Aseer vrith gross contempt of the 
High Court is ho passed parole 
ot^rs despite an order to the con¬ 
trary of the Bombay High Court. The 
goverruBent quietly withdrew the 
parole pennissloo. 
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^Politics Mein Sab Chor Hain^ 


Haji Mastan told Dhiren Bhagat 


B eyond Bhiwftndi lies Kalyao. !i Is 
a imaU town in Thana disiria 
whose inhabitants operate power- 
looms, grow watermelons and rice. 
One-fifth of them are Muslims^ 
another fifth Dalits Earlier this year, 
when Haji Mastan Mlrsa announced 
his intention of opening the Dalit 
Mussalman Mahasangh office in Ra* 
lyan—an illegal pink walled shed no 
more than eight feet by fifteen, 
clumsily erected overnight-^the de¬ 
puty commissioner had issued an 
order prohibiting him from entering 
the town for 21 davs. 

On February. Mastanbhal final¬ 
ly entered KaJyin. I was with him in 
his ramshackle 1960 model Fiat. It 
was dark, a little before midnight. 
The driver didn't know his way, and 
anyway Mastanbhai had thoroughly 
rattled the poor man with his sharp 
backseat supervision (tight bandh: 
dekh ke nahin ehniifi; eic.>. Then, 
suddenly the crowd began surruund* 
ing US, began crushing the doors. 
Some sat on the bonnet, others 
danced in front of the car slowing ua 
to a crawl. 

More than a thousand shouting 
figures dragged the vehicle through 
Kalyan's smelly gullies, finally t^- 
ing us to the chowk where the blue- 
and-white pendal Mood. (*'NeeJa 
DaUton ka rang hai, saled hamara," 1 
later heard Mascan explain to an 
Urdu joumalisi from Delhi.) "Safed 
hamara?" the journalist asked, incre¬ 
dulous. “Heajr.*’came the ingenious 
reply. "MasiaJman ko urf awan cha- 
hiye.'’ 

1 saw only one bearded face that 
night. No kurta.s, not even the shiny 
blue and violet Bhindi Bazaar spe¬ 
cials, no pajamas, no reh/nats. Only 
shirts and trousers and the occasion¬ 
al dark jacket. No shenvanis. I sus¬ 
pect that every Muslim boy in Kalyan 
had turned up that night. They were 
cheering lustily. After all, during the 
riots last May,how many rich Mus¬ 
lims had bothered to visit Bhiwendi 
distributing medicines, or guns? 

The speakers were angry and the 
cj'owd wanted them to be angry. 
"Ham i/indusrani haixi.** a short 
dark speaker yelled into the inic- 
rophones. '*Ham /fjndusraci hain aur 
ham Hindustan lekar hi rahanga. 
Hamen Pakistan nah rn chahiye.'* Ap¬ 
plause. "Kyaa ham bawakcof hain ki 
apna hi banaya hua Taj Mahal ham 
chod Jra kahxn aw chafe jaayan.’* 
Delirious applause. 

U -- 


In coniresi. Mesun was cooL No 
shouting, no noise. In the manner of a 
}OCuiar compere he sang out shan 
and tarifss. If IChusfawant Siagh ever 
campaigned for the Assembly elec¬ 
tions. I imagine bis speeches would 
be quite like Mastan's; the sbers 
would be better, the latifas just as 
crude. 

'‘Haro aapko ak aher sunainge,* 
began Mastan. 

Vab bhi gutshan ko khooo ki 
leroorar pedi 

Sab sa peMe Musalmaaoon ki gardan 
kati 

Phir bhi kehta hain yah ahla<hamao 
Yah chamatt hamara hau rvmhara 
nahin ." 

What do you expect? It went down 
like a shot. 

*'ChaiO, ak aur sher sunainge, "said 
Mascan. 

DusAmaxio rre ro tfushmani kee bar 

In putaaswaalon na bhi kyaa kami 
kaa hai?"* 

Then there was no holding him 
bock. 

**Haffl aapko ak aur sher sunaioge 
ah. ** That was greeted with laughter. 

“Bhes badta. kyaa huaa 

Dil ko badaJoa chabrye 
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Daiif aur Mussaimaaiioo ko rak- 
raana ka bye 
Gaay ka kaJeJa chahiye.*’ 

K^tan is particular^ proud of this 
sher. One of his boys in Aurangabad, 
he claims, is in jail because of it. As 
he begins the last line ha holds bis 
palms apart as U he were bolding a 
football: (he young boys Up it up. 

"£k aur sher sunainga ham. ” Loud 
Uugbter It is bis rakiya kaUam. He 
has bit the right aota. He vrill now 
iU on sher upon sher: excess is the 
ey. 

‘"Sariaroshi ki tatoanna 
Dalit aur Mussafmaenon men hai 
Dekhna hai tvr kitna 
Baatu^Patil man hai.*' 

Mastan alwayx ureases in white, 
white Of cream. For the maatlng in 
Kalyan he wore a cream rerylene 
Jodhpuri with matching trouiars. 
Tha oaxt day for the hungar strike at 
the Nagpada police station, ha was 
wearing a loose white terycot shirt. 
He loo^ like a very clean peon. He 
has few obvious extravagances. The 
State Express cigarettes he chains¬ 
mokes remind you of his affluence. 
In his Mohammed AJi Road office 
coo, there Is a curious mixture of new 
technology and old ways: the dial of 
the black Bombay Telephones receiv¬ 
er is locked (o prevent unauthorised 
calls. But when Mastanbhal vrishes to 
speak to someone, a sidekick flicks 
the buttons on a remote control job 
and the call goes through the shiny 
black receiver, 

Mastan speaks in • Bombay dialect 
of Hindustani (khallas meaning 
"finished*' is a favourite word). He is 
clueless when it comes to dates and 
does even keep track of the precise 
number of candidates be is fielding 
in the elections. (When 1 asked him. 
he said 23, later 24. In Kalyan. I 
heard a party worker being told 20. 
Swneone told the press it was 50. 
*fVbh hiu thetk hai," Mastan said to 
him gently. "Ham support to bohat 
ko kar rahtn haio.’*} He frequently 
forgets names. But for all that, there 
is a way in which he is always alert. 
He misses noUving, His dark scieklike 
frame is constantly animated, his 
glased bulbous eyes are always 
watching One of his men hed warned 
me chat be was a man of few wor^ 
and that be would soon dry up when 1 
began the intarviaw. They were 
wrong. He was loquacious, volubla 
and spoke excitedly for an bour-tdd* I 
•-h./ 
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Q : Let ut sten mth your MJtcee 
ton.. 

A: 1 MVtr MW my gnndp** 
r«Dt«> not ev«n my fither. I 
WM tern boro in Mthifubtri, to 
poverty in A JAoapdi. 

Q: Who were your sjKtston? 

A: They were buflinAunwa Iron 
the south. From Tunii Nedu. fUm* 
noth. 

Q: When did your fuBJiy turn 
Afuslim^ 

A: Wa hivA been Muslims from 
before. Swtni MusseJman ke yehi 
metJab hen sun iter imso liya. Eight¬ 
een people cemc to [ndie. MughaJi or 
whetever: todey there ere 20 crore 
Mustiaa in lo^e. 

Q; When did your family (ir$t hear 
of the Faisamber? 

A; I don't know. I don't remember. 
Q: Where did you grew up? 

A: Crevrford Merkec. 

Q; People aay you grew up ia a 
pecking CAse... 

A: No, no. Not ■ packing cam. We 
lived in a /hopedpefrj. Musafirkhena, 
Saboo Siddique Road. 

Q: When did you start work? 

A; From ny childhood I have been 
a jnardoox. 

Q: What was your age at that time: 
five or six? 

A: Haan. hadmaash tha main, t 
would run about, nor attend school, 
for IS days at a tune I would not 
attend school. It was a municipal 
school; Fatima Bai School, near 
Crawford Market. 

Q: What jobs did you do.^ 

A: 1 sold tea, sold chikki, sold 
magasinei in a cinema, sold liquor, 
everything Everything a man should 
do 1 did. V^at an animal should do I 
never did. 

Q: Then you became a coolie.. 

A: Coolie. That’s what I was all 
along, a coolie. Everything 1 have 
said to you. all these jobs, they were 
coolia jobs. Tfaea, from the age of 12, 
I worked in the docks. After that 1 
had a cycle shop, e beedi shop. That 
was my idea all along, that 1 should 
own something. 1 us^ to see every¬ 
one’s cars. I had to come to Mahim on 
i cycle. I wanted to travel in a car. 

Q: When did you buy your first 
car? 

A: I hive never bought a car. 

Q: But what about the Fiat wa were 
trerelling in? 

A: That too ia not mine (laughs). 
Q. When did you first crarel io e 
car-’ 

A; I was about 30 then. I was still a 
coolie. 

Q: What do you dream of at night? 
Ai Only frightening dreams. Sbai- 
taan aaya. bhoot aaya ('laughs/ What 
paases through lha brain all day, that 
li what one sees at night, i have only 
frightening dreams. 

WNaSVl^Mr 4M 


Q: Whan did you teen to read and 
wnta? 

A: During the Emergency, when t 
was ia jail 1 learnt Hindi then. 

Q: Why Htodi? Why aor ^rdu? Was 
ic because it is the oacfoaal iaa~ 
guage? 

A: No, no, no. Hindi was easier lo 
learn, t^t is all. 1 was alone in the 
cell. I had no teacher. I asked for 
aoma books by which one may teach 
ooesaU. A. B, C, D, bfu pads heauia, 
phir chad diym. If I had the tiaM I 


a? 


In thin wwld evry oo e 
im oorrapt, hu to ]>• 
oomiptttlio 
bnrtn—■man, the pow» 
thegoTonunrat. Utboy 
did not bnvo to do 
Dodfnaaohf, phirAII^ 
ne/Annot oar 

JkltawfiPits Ay OP 

bnoMjof 

would have learai Uniu as well. 

Q: Whaa did you decide to enter 
poUria? 

A: 1 have always been In politics. ] 
have always done political work in 
my area. Jahaa baac chain chi, 
madad karu tha. 

Q: Did you do uniM wwk? 

A; No, but when (Maharashtra CM) 
Vasantdeda pur me in jail after Bhi- 
wandi, 1 distributed medicines to 
those who had been beaten, who had 
been burnt, distributing clothes, 
medicinee, uake pkursaane haal 
poodua dia haa. The govenimant 
did not like this, they ceu^t me and 
pur me ia iaiJ under N&A for 2$ dayi, 


without any proof... 

Q: Which jail were you in? 

A: Thena jail. 

Q: What is it like in jaiP 

A: Ahai^ jail to jaU hi bai. There 
were all of us in jail, the Shiv Sena 
people, ourselves. We used to talk to 
them. Caste, community, one forgeu 
all this in jail. Yeli beaten hhar kl 
fiaio. This chep Jai Gurudev, he was 
with me in Jail once in Agra. We got 
00 famously. There .wu no question 
of ;aar, I used to give him tee 1. a 
Uualim. He would drink tea made by 
me. 

Q: What else do you recollect of 
your stint in jad? 

A: What memories does one have 
of jail? In jail. I was considerad a 
particularly dangerous character. 
They would teke me in alone, with 20 
or 2S guards around me. Vspe tk 
sher b^ta boon nein: 

Xaainp nJtl hat., .(pa use) 

Xaamp rahr Aaj...('long pause) 

Bead men hatayange 

Q: You were taiklnp about why you 
entered political lift... 

A: Yes. 1 said to mysalf, why be 
afraid of them? If they ten put us in 
^il when we are innocent we night 
as well do something and (hen go to 
jail. Why be elraid of them? They tre 
puning us in jail anyway. 

Q: How many times have you gone 
to Jail? 

A: Two, three, four times. 

Q: Whan was the first time you 
went ro jdl? 

A: In 1964. when the Emergency 
wis on. 

Q: Which Emergency? 

A: Indira Gandhi's Emergency. 
Just before that. 

Q. You mean the 197S Emergency. 
What happened.’ 

A; There was this ditector of re* 
venue intelligence. He took me lo 
and asked me;' Whai are you up to?* I 
said: ’What shaJl I say?* He said you 
did such and such (thing). I said, yes I 
have done it. But when he tuok the 
pen and asked me to sign the state¬ 
ment, I said. 'What are you doing?’ I 
denied it all. I Mid; T don’t know 
what you are lelkiog about.’ He Mid; 
*1 won't leave you.’ Maine kaha mat 
chodoa. Aur kyaa karoge rum? What 
other power have you got? 1 left his 
office, found out about a girl he used 
to visit, got her to implicate him. She 
went and told him about it. He had 
me arrested. For nine months 1 was 
under arrest. Ram Jeihmalani tried 
to get me bail, no tuck. 1 even hired 
Kumaramangaiam, had to go to the 
Hl^ Court. Finally, 1 got out on 
Rs 20 lakhs bail. It was the highest 
bai) till then. ?hir main chootgaya ur 
case man. Till today nothing has 
bean proven against me in a court. 
But while the case was on the direc* 
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Mastan: The PoKtician 


T he M"v«iJiinonr hu*> ihiimn 

in Huii Mhki an Minu\ 
tivction nuKhhiorv. The ne>«v chat 
K*« l-f* unres lias In'en leceived hv 
Mii^rnri from .Snuifi Arii1>ia Jma 
cativhi hiH /ollnwcrs hv MuipriH'. 
]'hc general •rt'cretnry iii chv Oalii 
MiikJim SuiHknlia MaliaianKh 
iDMSMi. the vouMK Sved Hamid 
Huicl. “Thi«i K a <MnH|>MU(v t» muliKii 
ikN Hill money depoMled in our 
ncvoKiii .11 rhv Moreland Koiul 
lirnrx li ot rlio'Moinim C'oojie«uiiye 
H.uik riit> (Hi ounr i\ in rlie iimdiv id 
Hie Maliasdiikh and ii opvrared 
i>v u\v .in<l two oihvi 'UK’recaric^. 
We 11 live iiIkhii Kn 11MHX) whlift hat 
lKr»i iol#ec(eil fiorn memlK'r»hi|i 
fve** *H'' a vtMi I. Von i*un ItHik 

Mico om . .* Hamid S4X>« ihiN 

«is till’ uoviTiiinrm's “lir^r ^ciii to 
liv and viiinIi 

Kn rliv Toh Sohh.t eleirions the 
MahaNaiiull had cvro candld.ileH. 
0 MV 1 a (I len I. ru i Mii%u. a former 
niuj nailer,polled ihv hiehcM Mite?i 
in the Naupada and Chinchp<>kU 
coiKiirovokus. m fact, higher than 
Hi D.iiia S.imnm and che CmiKreN 
MThSUpjXirced candidale Mis Kinni 
HvshcMmkv Theii other candid ace 
Kliidil Zahoed edicor of the con 
irovviMal .'Uhm e Af.cm alvo iHdIvd 
ai<»tjnd 70.d(X^ voces in Aurnopn 
hud. Tliev claim thev vrere rexpoiiM 
hie tin I he defeat of the Conjireasi h 
candidtirc. » furniei minister nf 
state. Mr Ahdul Aeeem. Said 
Hamid. **We i nn M least chniw ikic 
the ConpresMl) wherever we have 
oui catididales. So ibis i» the i'eas4ici 
they wane to entsh irs. This is nnlv 
the first step."* 

However, llainul coutd speak 
onlv fnr rhe Mahnsunah. He could 
mil siy whether Mastan hud re* 
ceiVfri chin m/mev pcr.sonidly. He 
emphasised chat it hud not come to 
Ihv pal ly. According to the govern* 
mem. the National Comnercial 
Bank of .Usldah purchased Indian 
cmTpnev worth Rs l.S crores from 
un Jndian Bank and rhis amount 
WHS allegedly earmarked for the 
eicnmn campaign of Haji Mastan's 
party. If such money has conv,lhe 
ufftcx‘'bearcrs of the Mahauingh 
ha* e obviously nor been taken inra 
evidence. Hamid claims that “we 
ieye ao money even for pasters and 
peepagandi maierial on the seaW 
rhet is needed.” He added chet *ii 
ii obvious chit the government is 


Mail i^ioMan 

scared of our agitation, protests 
and resistHiice to oppression." He 
explained Chat hitherto there were 
no nrgtiiiisations to voice the 
nppres.«ioc» of the minorities and 
xaid ihai the Mahasoiigh for che 
first lime wes doing this. “We are 
aggressive in our democratic, prog¬ 
ressive aciionv," tw soid. 

That the gnvernmeni is 
apprehensive about the nuisance 
value of Mascan's entry into the 
afeciion fray is obvious in the arrest 
of The caodidates and supporters of 
the Dalit Muslim Suraksha Maha* 
sangh. The joint president of the 
hfabasangfa. Prof, jogendra Kawa- 
da. was detained luidv the Nation* 
ei Securjty Act on 21 February at 
ten in the night when he was sebe- 
duled 10 address a meeting of the 
parry's candidate. Syed Dawood^ at 
Kannad tehui near Aurangabad, 
.fogendra. a young fiery Dalit lead* 
er and professor in AAbedhar col¬ 
lage. Na^ur. heads hb •eH«etyled 
Dalit Ubarltion Araig aad hag 
joined hands wift Ha^MaMnlii^ 


za to form an mganisaiioti for the 
uplift of the miimriues and the 
scheduled caiuet The MahaMiigh 
has fielded six candidates in Bom* 
hav and seven in ihe rest of Mahar* 
axhtia while ttiey are supporting 
five candidates of che Muslim 
League in Bombay and nine in the 
rest of Maharashtra. One of tiieiv 
candidates. Sarfras Arsu from Nag* 
pada bac been on indefinite fast 
since 21 February, to protest 
against the harassmenT of the par* 
ty*s candidates. Among those 
arrested was che Bhtwandi candi¬ 
date. isa AziiK, editor of. the 
ii’gm/i Alen-s which was re^wngible 
for inciting Muslims. Tblf had 
sparked off the riots in May 1994. 
Iftii has since been released. The 
other candidates are mostly 
“businessmen” and one is e butl* 
dcr..One of thenyArif Ahme4fi$ an 
g3t*cbuncillor aao office bearer of 
Ihe JaRiia Party which he si nce 

^«h. * 
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tor bogon publicity ■foinit mo. Gow- 
onuDoar o« mujhe muboer kija. 

Q: Thtrt is ^ this talk of dooa 
govamaotii (hose days. What do you 
9ake of it9 

A: Ail this if (only) talk. Wbot cu 
Rajfv do? A man spends R$ 30 Ukhi 
to gel elected, buys one*«nd i*helf 
Ukh votes et tU 19 ■ vote, wbee will 
be do? He will heve to convert te to 
Ri 300 iekbs. FaagaJ katte ne to 
iiebin Jreate kj i;yaeser non spas 
paisa kho daaia. Yah hatjaagst bai. 
This it the reelity. A man has got lo 
provide for hit children, for his 
■randchlidreo. Paagal toaahw, paisa 
Jana doon... There Is a system. Peo* 
pk don't just get into politics for 
nothing. 

Q: Is thara no ascapa from the 
sysram? 

A: The tysiem can only begin to get 
clean when you pay a policeman a 

mioimum (salary) of Rs 2,000 a 
month. Sun him ai Ri 2.000 and go 
up te Rs S,000. Instead, they start the 
pdicemao at Rs 300. At Rs 300 a 
month, how can a man be hooest? 
You say: Do bachdta bas. But do you 
know how much It costs to give a 
child mUk for the month? Rs IM.Por 
two children. Rs 300. And then the 
policeoian has to feed his children, 
clothe his children, give his wife a 
aari. Vahaao to jyvreni rskhana cha* 
hiya London ka. Hera, after retiring, 
a man bacomes an insect. Worse than 
an insect. But in London, after a man 
retires be knows he will be taken 
cere of. Not just for the police, all 
government servants. Agar aadmi ka 
pat bbera bo to woh do rupya maang- 
neJre liya nahin jaayaga. Why does a 
man r^? Why does he do wrong? 
because his stomach is empty. When 
he U hungry be will do any^ing in 
the world, no matter how lerribie. 
Kyonki per men aag lag rabi bai. 
VTben his stomach is full he will say: 
no 1 will not do this. But all they say 
these days is: We will clean up this, 
we will dean up that, we will remove 
the bank directors. If you want to 
clean up, you have to give people 
what they need. You must under* 
stand their difficulties. In our Islam, 
is the tine of Hastate Umara 
Faroog, the Hasrat would drape a 
doth and walk in the city at night, 
hearing everything: who needs what, 
vdio is hungry, who is thirsty? And, 
before the mombtg the needy woaild 
get vdut they needed. In this wcvld 
everyone is corrupt, has to be cor¬ 
rupt: the businessmen, the poor, the 
govemmant. If they did not have to 
do badmaashit phir AUah na Jaoaat 
aur JabaaDUM kyon banaaya? 

Q : Given this raality. do you think 
Ra/iv is capable of raally cban$- 
ing aiiyrhing? 


A: The fact is, he has come under 
die infhience of the RSS. Whatever 
the RSS says, he does. Aur RSS tnko 
dubaa dene weaii bai. yah aadbt 
cbeddt waaJe. 

Q: What proof do you Hava of this. 
Wfy do you say this? 

A: We have a candidate. Aseen 
Khandwni. in BKJNPI Basaar. He 
used to do ghiwgs for t he Musliass, 
built a musa/irkhana for the b^js. 
The Congress party has denied him a 
ticket, bas given it to a Hindu 
woman This is the worit of the RSS. 
Then there is Maulane Kecboochi. 
They didn't give him a ticket becauae 
he speaks up. In Aurangabad, Cba- 
turvadi is a good man. he speaks 
against the RSS. (they) didn't give 
him a Congrew ticket. Those Uus< 
tins in tbe Congreei, they are worae 
than dumb buntloes. (bM) a dumb 
buffao has iu horns. 

Q: Some people faeJ that people 
like Candbiji did mere for the Mus* 
tims than any Muslim has aver done. 
Do you agree? 

A: No, be didn't do much for (he 
Muslims. Oopar se sbanri sbeori 
kebra cha. aodar se kraoti. 

Q: What sort of kranti? 

A: Maanmari, bailed.. This is no 
new thing. Bhiwandi is no new thing. 
It was not tbe first bailed (have seen. 

1 have seen three such disturbances. 
1 was young when tbe navy haUad 
took place. We threw stones, chasing 
the goras- The leaders told us: "No 
one will fire on you." To ham bohat 
himmatwaUe ban gayt the: ham pa 



koi goii nahi amanga. Ihen they 
began the firing; rba, rba, rba. Many 
died. 1 survived. I hid behind • 
barbei'*» shop, near Crawford Mar* 
ket. Before that too. I had seen riots, 
Hindus and Muslims killing each 
other. They ueed to cut people into 
pieces and throw them in tbe gutter. 
British karva raha rba. J^bab men 
baddt. They had to do it, had to rule 
here. 

Q: Could it not be the caaa that he 
who has to rata bas rodosuch things? 

A: Yes. absolutely. Definitely. 
Otherwise you cannot nile. 

Q: Since you ate so roabitic about 
these matten why than do you blame 
tbe govatjunant for its mJe in riots, 
for its failure ro do things? Ho sakta 
hai yeh bhi maajboorfayaaR hain 
sarkar ki? 

A: I agree sarkar has to do bad* 
maasbl, the businesswallabs too have 
to do badmaasbi, kaa/a kama padre 
baj. patia kama padta hai. 

Q: Than why do you get so upset 
when they lodr you up under HSA? 

A: It is their job to punish trouble¬ 
makers. 1 agree. You have caught me. 
But why have you not cau^t Bai 
Thackeray? I was troublad. When 
you have caught me, why have you 
not caught Thackeray? (If Bai Th^* 
eray had been arrested) Then I 
would have Hid: Barahar kiya hai. If 
we do wrong, catcb us by aUmaaoi, 
but catch them as vratl; that is JUP 
lice. Krishna Menon used to uy no 
guo has been manufacnircd that cu 
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fir« in only one difeccon. But our 
Mthiro&hrrn gorenuauot hu oaiiU' 
lociurod such a fun. 

Q: Civta ywsr riuw oi tht bad* 
mauhi in btdU, do you think $tnj»y 
Gtndhi was a food man? 

A: YaSi he was a vary good man, 
davar, strong. (Ha) could control 
paopla> 1 llkad him a lot. Ha was the 
right man for India. Ha was daring. 
iCwch rod hhj data cha to kebta tha: 
Dekbo^bhat maina nunhara aai;jd 
nahin toda, tumhart masjid ka agaj 
ka angaan toda bai. Ha was strong 
anough to say that. Ha would break 
bousas> templas. I think bis mind 
workad on Amarcian Unas, not Rut* 
sian lines. A vary good man. Ka 
thought, why should tha Tam and 
the Birlai dona do wall? Lai every* 
one coma in, let averyona do well. 
Why should one businessman have a 
monopoly? Now all his man have 
bean destroyed. Evan in Indirajl’i 
time <this happened), but whoever 
was Idt has bean finished now. Taka 
Kamal Nath. Ha was a good man. 

Q. What do you think of tha Mus¬ 
lim laadarship in this country^ 

A: They have si] bean traitors. Not 
one Muslim leader has dona anything 
for tha Muslims. 

Q: What about Syad Shahabuddinr 
What do you rhink of him? Hava you 
mat him? 

A: No, i have not mat him Don^ 
know much about him. 

Q: What about Syad Bukhari.^ 

A:(Ha is) Usalass. 

Q: What about Antalay? 

A: His biggest fault was that ha 
took cheques. Fool. Why did he have 
to take cheques? .Such an idiot. 1 
don't know how ha passed his baeris- 
tari (law). And than ha talks too 
much. His other Dig mistake was he 
left tha Congress party. Now he is 
finished. 

Q: What do you think of Ihjmpy 
(Akbar Ahmad)? 

A: Dumpy men himmat nafun hai. 1 
have seen this. Ha came here, to my 
home, atiandad my daughter’s wad* 
ding. Dumpy (than) made a state* 
mant: '1 had gone to MastanMai 
because ha had given the Congress so 
much money.' Why are you afnid to 
say you had come to my house? If I 
had gone to a daku's house and 1 was 
asked about it, 1 would not say: 'No. I 
haven't been there.' Dtunpy is not 
strong enough...he wonH make a 
good leader. 

Q: What do you think o/Ruiebsana 
Sultan? 

A*: Good woman. 1 have known bar. 
haven't mat her for a while though. 
She can become a leader, she is a 
food woman. I had said to her: *Work 
for our party.' She turned it down. 
You SM, the ia an old Congrees 
luppctfcer. She's a strong woman. 


Q: People tbtnk of you as a err 
minai... 

A: People call me a badmaash- To 
this day I have never carried a knife 
in my pocket. Films like Deewar are 
bakwaas. 

Q: I uodarsiand yov are acting in a 
film 

A. Yet, my picture is being made. 1 
am acting as the hero. Like this 
Gandftj film, this will be a film of my 

I--n 



PoUtiM m9in mmbohor 
hmin. Do jou think any 
oleotlon oan be fongbt 
without black money? 
Of course, the Congress 
has spent black money. 

Why don't yon call 
Rajiv Qandhi a 
oriminal? Nothing has 
been proved against 
him. nor anything 
been proved against 



story All Rata is writing the story. It 
will be called Paatal Ga^a. Vehi her, 
bhei kismet hoti hai. y^ hota hai, 
woh hota hat. maramari hoti hat, 
goondoa ko maeme... 

Q: But you say you have never 
carried a kotfa id your pocket. 

A: Yes, it won't be like Deewar. AU 
Raaa has said hlmnelf, 1 was talking 
to Masranbhai and he was speaking 
with bis eyes. Veh aankbon ka 
taaaara nasaan vahaa batayenge 
Lake tha Godfather, a very good film 
I didn't like the second pert, but the 
first pert Is very good. As long as the 


Godfather is alive, tab tak bade maze 
kx bear hax woh. There are some very 
good things in the film: he never telJc 
anyone to kill people. Par jo aadmi 
khade hote hain pies men, woh khud 
saaajh jaata hain kysa hai man men 
iska. ’This is what it is like in real life. 
Gooodas don’t yell when they tell 
(heir story. They look at their boss, 
and they understand what he wants, 
Bui in PaataJ Canga I will also fight. 

Q: Have you aver fought in your 
life? 

A: No. But otherwise it will be just 
e documentary. Cinematic rakhna 
hai. 

Peopie have begun to gat won 
n'ad now that criaunafs like you are 
entering polities- How do you re¬ 
spond to that charge? 

A: Politics men sab chor hain. I>o 
you think any election can be fuughi 
without black money? Of enurse the 
Congress has spent black money. 
Why don’t you call Rajiv a criminal? 
Nothing has been proved against 
him, nor has anything l>een proved 
against me. And anyway as for the 
people if they call me something why 
don't they call Valmikl anything^ 
Haun wohi Valmiki jisne pothi likhi, 
Pamayana hkhi. He was a d«ku. 
Today, people speak of him with 
respect. Insaan galti ka put la hai. 
galti men insaan peida hua hai. He 
can change. 

Q: What evidence is there that you 
have changed? 

A: I myself am the evidence before 
you. 

Q: Why did you withdraw your 
nomination for the Lok Sabha from 
Bombay South? Many people feel 
you had a deal with Murli Deora and 
that your political activity was mere* 
ty a way of cashing in on ynur popu¬ 
larity among (he Muslim ycN/th. That 
popularity could only get you some¬ 
thing with which you could bargain 
with the Congress in the srate. 

Ai ’That is not true. I vrithdrew my 
nomination because I had fielded 
two other candidates and 1 felt I had 
to campaign for them, in Aurangabad 
and in Bombay In Iwth constituen* 
cias we defeated the Congress candi* 
date even though we did not win 
ourselves. Aurangabad is a huge con* 
stiiuancy and it is very far from 
Bombay. 1 stood down so chat my 
boys could do bener. 

Q: Will you ever contest an elec 
rion agaio? 

A: No, never. 1 will put up caodi* 
dates, campaign for them, support 
ihetD, but never contest an election. 

Q: Why not? 

A: To earn a name one does not 
have to contest an election. (Take the 
case of) JP: which election did he 
stand for? Gandhi: which election 
did he stand for? 
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(Of these sutes. oaly UP had 
Svradeshi Polytex's unit; the rest 
were virgin areas.) Se. not only was 
(he stipulation regarding (he site of 
(he plant reversed, but a plant was 
allowed to be set up in Maharesbtra 
when Dhirubhai Ambani moved (he 
application for hi$ staple fibre unit at 
Patalganga. Besides, the concept of 
pint sector ventures was fortotten. 
Thus, while giving the letter onntent 
to Reliance, the Maharashtra govern* 
ment's rejected application for joint* 
sector ventures was forgouen. Many 
■pplications from other parties in (he 
Gujarat and Maharashtra region, 
which had been turned down, too 
were ignored. At one go three sti* 
pulations were overlooked. 

In the case of Ambani*s TPA plant 
■Iso, major policy formulations were 
swepi under the carpet. The feed 
Slocks of the Mathura Refinery in 
Uttar Pradesh is capable of pro^c* 
ing 1,50,000 tonnes of TPA annually. 
The Planning Commission and the 
petroleum minlitry officials had an* 
visapcd a joint'Secior project based 
on Mathura's paraxyllne. which was 
to be located at Salempur in UP 
Paraxyline is the raw material for 
TPA and DMT (dimethyl terephtha* 
lie), both of which substitute each 


ocher as inputs for polyeeter produc* 
tion. (While Ambani is setting up hit 
TPA plant at Patalganga. the W^iaa 
of Bombay Dyeing are also putting 
up a DMT plant In the seme place. As 
a result, the entire DMT and TPA 
capacity in the country is being m* 
stalled at the same location.) Sud 
denly, when Reliance applied for the 
IPA licence, the siae of the Salempur 
plant was slashed to half and it was 
decided that while Ambani would set 
up a 75,000 tonne plant based on 
Mathura’s pvax^iae in Maharash* 
(ra. the project in UP would be of 
75,000 tonne capacity. The then pet* 
r^eum seoetary, Uavraj Kumar, did 
not apprccUte this acheme. Over* 
night. lU was replaced by A S. Gill. 
The TPA project of Ambani sailed 
through and both the licence and 
foreign coUeboraiion clearance for 
this ''prestige'* project were giren in 
OctoW 19$4. (A S. GUI was among 
(he t7 officers superceded by P.K. 
Kaul for the post of cabinet secret* 
ary. Gill recently quit the govern* 
ment.) 

By getting the licence for MEG, 
Reliance would now become its 
largest manufacturer in India. At 
present two firms are producing 
MEG: the Baroda plant of Indian 


Perro*ChemicB]s Ltd (IPCL) end the 
Thafit'BoUpur belt unk of Noel). 
While the IPCL unii'i capaci^ is 
20,000 tonnes, Kodl'i capacity is 
10,000 tonnes. The IPCL proposes to 
sec up a new plant it Usar in Mahar* 
asbtn, but cIm combined capacity of 
these units will not be able to match 
Ambani's Patalganga plant's 40,000 
tonnes. Thus: thanks to Pranab 
Mukherjee's efficiency, Reliance 
will'bare the largest staple fibre 
plant, the largest MEG plant end, 
ultimately, due to the captive nature 
of the TPA and MEG production of 
Reliance, '‘Only Vimal'* wiH not re* 
mam merely successful advertising 
copy but be an economic reality 
as vrell. The Reliance stranglehold 
over polyester will surpass any 
monopoly control seen before. 


haper, DCM. Mafatlal, Birla, 
Bombay Dyeing, Goenka, Modi, 


Orkay. Godrej-^hese arc blue chip 
names. But Relianea surpasses them 
tU not only in the sharemarket but in 
wielding influence In New Delhi as 
well. While Antbanl's projects have 
been cleared one by one, rather at 
one go, the projects and interest of 
these houses have been effected In 
one way or the other. In many cases 
these corporate giants have watched 
with amsiement the impunity with 
which Ambani's files have moved. 
Apert from textiles, Ambani has now 
turned his attention to detergents. In 
August 19S4, he was granted the 
licence for a 50,000 tonne capacity 
linear alkyl bensene (LAB) plant. 
LAB U a raw material used in making 
detergents. The fore^ tie* up was 
cleared in October. The location of 
the plaru is still undecided, though 
Ambani is boasting about this diver* 
sification. At one stage, Vishakhapet* 
nam was rumoured to be the prop* 
osed location. Now It Is said that 
Ambani's favourite area, the west 
coast, will be the site o( the LAB 
plant A location near Kaaira is being 
considei'ed, it is said. While Reliance 
moved its appIicaHon for LAB (it is 
an imported item now) which is a 
biodegradable input for detergents 
produced from petroleum, the union 
^vemment had before it a joist* 
sector proposal of the Gujarat gov« 
emmeni and Godr^ fnr a limiUr 
project. The Godrej proposal, which 
was submitted before the Reliance 
LAB plan, was for the production of 
alpha olefin, which is alao e bio* 
d^adable input for detergents and 
is made from rice*bran oil. Someone 
in the government reallied that 
dMre wai a dearth ofrice^brui oil in 
ladle, hence the alpha olefin project 
was ghbt down. The comhlaed 
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strength of the bouso of Godrei and 
the Gujarat 'government wilted be* 

* fore the* might of Reliance. When the 
LAB plant goes on stream. Reliance 
wni alowly extend its stranglehold on 
•fhe detergents industry as well. Peo¬ 
ple ttf India wilt not only be depen< 
ddnr largely on Ambani for textiles, 
boi for detergents too. 

Another Ambani project which 
went through in the davs when Pra* 
nffb Mukherjee was (he finance 
minister was hU purchase of the 
Chembur unit of Union Carbide. It is 
said that the Reliance link*up with 
Union Carbide was to have extended 
to Bhopal as well, but providence 
saved Ambani. This deal was in its 
infancy when the gas tragedy took 
place. The Chembur umt in Bombay/ 
which has been purchased by Amba* 
ni, used to produce (Mdyetheline, 
ethelyne oxide, propelyne bensine 
and acetillne bleck. Ambani prop¬ 
oses to produce linear low density 
polyeihehna and high density 
polyuihclinv. Low density p<dyvthf]j* 
ne n so far rtui made in India. U has a 
higher strength than the existing 
putYcitielinv available in the country, 
which is made by Polyolefin Ltd., a 
Mafadat group company. Ambani is 
slowly reaching fur monopoly control 
;iu..tJu» field too. 

The latest Amhani project which 
hat not auracted much attention is 
not located within the Indian penia 
(tula. The Andaman and Nicobar is¬ 
lands will soon have a large mecha 
nised farm unit of Dhirubhai Amba* 
nik Production of edible palm nil is 
Ambani's latest venture. Permission 
has been granted to him to move to 
'the erstwhile "Kalapani" and strike 
^d. 

The Ambanis have controlled the 
union government’s decision making 
machinery to their benefit for the 
:past decade. Now some strains have 
begun to show. To begin with, there 
^e reports of differences within the 
family.'Ohirubhai Ambani’s brother. 
Ranwiklal 'Ambam, is said to oe 
'having differences with Anil Amba- 
ni. tl^ younger son of Dhirubhai. 
over the functioning of the Ahmeda- 
bad plant, which is an ultramodern 
textile unit. Last year there was some 
labour trouble in this unit, but some¬ 
how the news was suppressed in the 
ynedia. More than rhese. the new 
postur* ol the government may wor¬ 
ry the Ambanis. Apart from three 
proposals being held up. the way the 
excise duty on Mlyester yam was 
suddenly rationalised in the second 
week of February shows chat the 
influence of Reliance may be on the 
vane. In the duty policy formulated 
^by Pranab Mukherjee. thare were 
three duty slabs. The goveroment 
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I B the goverment's latest lift of 
foreign collabontiont which It 
hes apprmd. lUUancb Tmdile tn* 
dusinet figures in five ^aoes. la 
die list published la February, 
vdikh details the hemps cleared in 
the last querrer of 1994. serial am- 
bc^ 166 . 169. 166 and 169 are all 
related to RelUnca. The Aaibanis 
hare gone one step further than a 
hattrfek. 

A total of 193 tie-ups were 
approved between October and De¬ 
cember 1964. Apert from Reliance 
Textile Industries Lt^ 222 Iteker 
Chambers IV. Madman Point. Boon- 
bey 400021. no other name is repe¬ 
at^ in (be list. The rlaupe listed by 
the goverament are: 
a Serial Dumber 132: Reliance with 
[Meriil Chemical Induatmi Ltd. 
Uk for purilsed teraphthalk acid 
(PTA): techmcal coUaborarioa. 
e Serial Duaber 166: Rtliaace with 
UOP Pro canes Incemitlona] (lac.) 


USA, for PTA: technical collabora- 
tlea. 

e Serial number 167: Reliance with 
UOP Procesaes Intenutiofial (Inc.) 
USA, for linear alkyl benMiAt: tech¬ 
nical colliboratloit 
• Seriel number 166: Reliance idth 
Union Carbide Corporation of U3A, 
for mono ethylene glvcol and its 
byproducts: techniw collabora¬ 
tion. 

e Serial number 169: RelltDce with 
E.l, Du Point. i-a. Chemtex 
Fibres Inc., 6S0 Third Arenoe* Mew 
York: collaboratioo for <I) produc¬ 
tion of polyeeter vara ol rriobal 
croM lectiOQ^ and (u) production of 
low denier per filament: designs 
and drawing 

Even the Tates and llrlas could 
never have baited four consecu¬ 
tive serial numbers In the same 
cleerince lipt. After all Reliance is 
different. 


had declared yam upto 350 deniers ] 
as textile yarn and put a flat duty of i 
Rs 90*p«r kg. Beiween 350 and 749 
deniers. ihe duty was R« 65 per kg | 
and above 750 deniers. it was Rs j 
16.75 per kg. In this wheme, big . 
manufacturers, notably Reliance. | 
Orkay and Pctroflls benefited (o the | 
tune of Ks 70 crortsper annum. The i 
government’s exchequers received 
Rs 70 crores less of duty because the : 
big manufacturers, taking advantage 
of latest technology, showed the pro¬ 
duct of 7S0 deniers and 355 deniers 
vam usedto diawouifiner deniers for 
texturising. In one stroke of (he pen. ^ 
finance minister V.P. Singji rational- , 
ised this and made an uniform duty < 
of Rs 83.75 per kg applicable on all , 
yam. As a result small units, which : 
were paying Rs 90 till now. will pay \ 
less. For big units (he hike from Rs ! 
1^.75 to Rs 63.75 is a big jump. | 
The political influence uf the Re- j 

_ } 

Despite difficulties 
now being faced by 
Ambani, ihe elearanoes 
already criven by 
Pranab M ukherjee 
have brought Reliance 
Textile Industries on 
the verge of emerging 
as India's biggest 
private conglomerate 
in the next few yean. 


hence group, however, can never be 
underestimated. Since V.P. Singh re¬ 
fuses to meet individual industrial- ’ 
iscs, it IS difficult to float rumours ’ 
a^ut “proximity* to the finance 
minister. Equally inaccessible to 
hangers on iv the Prime Minister's 
principal aide and personal friend, 
parhamenury secretary Arun Singh.' 
Reliance men, however, have been 
spreading stories about the 
“friendship* between Arun Singh : 
and Dhirubhai's son. Mukesh Amba- 
ni. To stress their point, they point 
uui that when Rajiv Gandhi (then 
AlCC general secretary) went to 
Geneva last year accompanied by : 
Arun Singh, Mukesh Ambani too had i 
been taken along. While it may be ' 
true that Mukesh Ambani was In 
Geneva simultaneously with Rajiv 
Gandhi and Arun Singh, no indica- 
lions are available so far that tha 
Ambanis were part of the VIP team. 
Such siories..however. have to cireu- > 
late. When a bubble is created, myth > 
and fiction have to be relied upon to 
keep it from bursting. One has to SM 
how tha new wave government, 
which has been relentlessly talking. 
of “clean" administration tackles ' 
such press: re-tactics. Su^risin^y,. 
while in the field of fertilisers , 
government had split up the invep^- 
ment into many hands in-the private 
sector, in an allied fieldi petro¬ 
chemicals. a monopoly wai.alluwpd ! 
to grow. Will the “clean" government 
undo the wrongs of former ministers < 
like Pranab Mukherjee? | 

— . ^ 
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Innocents in Bihar Jails 


A racket in /ake warrants thrives in Monger 


N ageshwar Tanii had just 
starred arranging the trays 
in his sweet shop in Mur 
giachuwk» Munger (about 
200 km from Patna), when he heard 
someone call him from the road out¬ 
side. Wiping his hands, he stepped 
out and saw the havildar of the loca! 
puJlce station. What does he want 
now. this early in the morning, the 
young sweet seller thought to him¬ 
self, cursing the pulkeinan under hia 
breath. Policemen from the nearby 


Kharagpur police srarioo visited the 
shops in the bauar at least once a 
day to pick up whatever they fartciad 
without, of course, paying a iingle 
paise for them. Perhaps, the havildar 
wants a ItUo of sweets, Tana thought 
to himself, and decid^ not to enter¬ 
tain him. 

“Do you know I can arrest you^” 
the haviidar started the converse 
lion. Shocked. Tann had no reply. He 
had never stolen, never dona any¬ 
body at.y harm. Why, then, was ha 


being arrested? “Come with me to 
the police station. I will show you 
your warrant of arrest." said the 
haviidar. 

By then a number of people had 
assembled around them und as is 
usual in such cases, people started 
rutting nasty remarks about the 
sweet-seller. Humiliated. Tinti had 
no other alternative but to follow the 
policeman. At the police station, Tan* 
li was shown his arrest warrant. It 
was signed by the judicial magistrate 
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<fint class) of Sasaram, ?.C Gupta. 
The warrant had been Isaued m case 
Ng GR 256/82. Tantl’s crimer violat' 
ini Section 379 of the fPC. The 
policeman said (hat since the war* 
rant had been signed by the Sasaram 
magistrate, the crime must hare 
been commiaed in Sasaram district. 

**But I have never been to Sasaram 
in my life.’* Nageshwar Tanti stut* 
cered. The policemen did not know 
anything. It was a warrant from’the 
court and all that he was doing was 
carry out the coijrt*s orders. Kowev* 
er. if Nageshwar Tanti could give him 
some money, he was willing to sup¬ 
press the warrant for a few days. 
Otherwise, threatened the police i 
man. Tanti would have to go to Jail. 

Within the hour Tanti had paid the 
policeman. One of the constables 
from (he police station offered Tanti ' 
some advice, if he was indeed inno> 
cent, as he had been saying all along, i 
all (hat he needed to do was get a I 
certified copy of the case from the i 
Judicial magiairate’s coun ia Sasar* i 
am. Early next morning, Tanti went • 
(0 Sa»aram and with a lawyer's help 1 
located case No. GR 256/82. The case, ) 
in fact, had been settled on 7 March -> 
1982. 1 

This correspondent was shown a i 
certified copy of the case. The con* 
pUinint was one Siaram Singh of ' 
liwik, police station Nowkha, I 


Rohtas. He had lodged the case 
against Satyanaram Singh and others 
also from Siwak. Only after Nagesh* 
war Tanti placed the certified copy 
of the case with the police was he 
allowed to go free. 

Nageshwar Tanti is one of the 
lucky ones. Not many possess the 
money needed to hire a lawyer. A 
large number of people, similarly 
implicated, have had to spend a 
numb^ (d days in jaJ before it was 
finally found out that warrants under 
which they had been arrested were 
false. According to Lokenath Kuswa 
ha. an advocate’s derk*iunied*socia) 
worker, who has been keeping track 
of such cases, '‘There are at least 
$,000 such cases in Munger district 
alone." 

It is easy to acquire and send a 
(ake warrant in any one's name. 
According to a senior police official 
in Munger, such warrants have been 
in circulation since 197$. The whole 
thing is handled by two or three 
intelligeni, educated people with 
connections in the courts and the 
police set-up. All they have to do is 
get hold of a requUiie warrant of 
arrest fonn which is easily available 
with junior officials of the district 
courts or can be bought for a nominal 
sum of 10 paisa from most stamp 
vendors in the court premises. The 
form is then filled ini the case num¬ 


ber and the sections of the IPC do not 
matter. It is (hen stamped with the 
round rubber seal of the concerned 
judicial magistrate. Such rubber 
seals can be easily manufactured at 
any rubber stamp maker’s shop. All 
rhai remains to be put on the form to 
make it look authentic is an initial of 
(he judicial magistrate. A govern' 
ment of India envelope is then ac 
quired from the despatch depart¬ 
ment of a court through a peun or a 
clerk. The warrani is then sent to the 
office of the superintendent of police 
from where it referred to the 
officer in charge of the police station 
in whose Jurisdiction the alleged 
"criminal" lives. It Is from here that 
the police take over. 

In most cases, those who receive 
such warrants are illiterate and too 
scared of the police. Naturally, when 
the police demand money to sup¬ 
press (he warrant, the hapless people 
have no other alternative but to pay 
up or suffer (he humiliation of being 
paraded through the streets in hand* 
cuffs. 

I t all started in 197$ when a large 
number of people from Sundarpur 
village on the outskirts of Munger 
town started receiving such wanants 
for crimes (hey had never commit* 
ted. Informed an elderly Baleiwar 
Mtndal, "Ours is a small village and 
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most of us did not want to bt humili 
ated. What else could we do? And for 
those of us who are in ^vemnent 
service, we rwild tell no one in 
authority thar we were foing to be 
arrested. For then, we would be 
sacked. Neither could we ergue our 
innocence with the police." 

The villagers decided to talk to 
Lokenath Kuswaha, a young man 
from (he village who had a lot of 
connections in the Munger court be* 
cause of his work as an advocate's 
clerk. Kemembers Ealeswar Mandal, 
‘‘We sincerely believed Lokenath 
would be able to help us." Kuswaha 
tried his best to unravel the mystery 
oi the fake warrants but he was 
unsuccessful. Perhaps, the whole 
racket would have gone undetected 
if e lawyer prectising in the chief 
judiciel magjstTa(e*s court in Muo* 
ger, Bhajan Mani Chakrabarti, bad 
not received a warrant of arrest in 
his name 

Recalled Mr Chakrabarti, "It was 
around April 1977 that the offlcer-in 
charge the Kotwaii, Mr Nisar 
Khan, summoned me from my house 
in Sakin Raigarh. He told me that 
there was a warrant of arrest in my 
name. 1 did not realise that the 
warrant was a fake one. 1 told the 
officer to show me the warrent * Mr 
Chakrabarti, an elderly gentlemen, 
contlnuedi *'1 hid been charg^ 
under Section 37d in F6 case No 


21(41/77. Section .176 deals with rape. 
Me, an old inan, was charged with (he 
rape of a girl in Hirapur. near Dhan 
bad." Mr (^akrabarti sent off a petj 
(ion to the chief judicial magistrate, 
Munger. saying that he had been 
wrongly accused and that the war* 
rant was a fake one. Could the au* 
thoriiies look into the matter? "So 
many years have passed but nothing 
has been done yet," said Mr Chakra* 
barts. 

There was, however, one man who 
was trying to do something. It was 
lokenath Kuswaha. Around Nuvem* 
ber 1976, said Kuswaha, "I often 
wondered to mys^f why so many 
people from my village vrere being 
implicated through such false war* 
rants." At the end of that year. 
Kuswaha had given up his job to 
devote himself full-time to social 
service. "My faHier had died and I 
thought of doing something foi socie¬ 
ty," said Kuswaha. However, before 
leaving his job, Kuswaha had asked 
one of the young, educated men from 
hU village, Devendev Prasad, who 
just hung around the court doing odd 
jobs, if he would like to take over as 
the advocate’s clerk. Devender readi¬ 
ly agreed. 

Soon afterwards, Kuswaha re* 
ceived a complaint that Devender 
was throwing his weight around in 
the village. He would often threaten 
the simple villagers with dire con* 


sequences If they did not do as he 
ordered. Most of the times, the tus¬ 
sles Iwtween the villagers and De* 
vender occurred over simple things; 
who would fill water at the village 
well first, etc. Said Kuswaha, 
"Brahmdev MandaVs wife, Gayech 
Devi, had a fight with Devender’s 
wife over something, one day. Within 
a week, (he police came searching for 
Gayatri Devi with a warrant of 
arrest Again, when some cowa be¬ 
longing to Kameswar Shaw tre.spas- 
sed into Devender’s garden, a war¬ 
rant of arrest was found in the name 
of Shaw.** By then. Lokenath Kuswa¬ 
ha was sure thai Devender was be* 
hmd the fake warrant racket. And, in 
fact, when Kuswaha did confront 
Devender with his hunch, he was told 
to mind his own business. 

O ne person took it upon himself to 
defend those who had been 
served such fake warrants. In fact, ha 
still does that if he gets a chance. He 
is Mr Basishi Lai, a senior practuing 

lawyer in the Munger court. Accord. 

iiig to biro this practice of serving 
fake warmrrs "starred in collutloo 
with the police and the court staff. It 
is merely done to implicate iimocent 
people and put them in troubla. Of 
course, in the process, the police 
make a little." 

Chond Kesri, a railway employee 
wes one such person whose case had 
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I been handJed by Mr Lai. "Keiri hod 
been served a warrant from the court 
of the chief judicial magistrate, Bh«* 
galpur," said Mr Lai. After detailed 
discussions with Kenri and prelimin¬ 
ary investigations. Mr Lai was car 
tain that the warrant his client had 
been served with was a fake one. *t 
had two options open before me” 
said Mr LaJ. "One, to edvise Kesri to 
surrender to the police or to apply 
fur anticipatory bail.” An application 
(or anticipatory bait was made but 
before it came through, Kesri was 
kept lor e week in the police lock-up. 
In that period. Mr Lei sent a special 
messenger to Bhagalpuc court to get 
the certified lopies of the case his 
client had been charged with. 

Another case which Mr Lai remem- 
' liers vividly concerns Company Pas- 
I W4n of Jumalpur Paswan, also a 
, railway employee, was told by the 
] police that there was a warrant of 
. arrest for him. It had been issued by 
I the chief judicial magistrate, Dhan- 
I bad. When Mr Lai appeared in court 
I on behalf of Paswan, the then chief 
judicial magiafrate. Munger. Mr C.N. 
Chandra dismissed the case in no 
time at all. Mr Chandra later told Mr 
La) that the signature on the warrant 
was lake. "Mr Chandra knew,” said 
Mr Lai. "because the chief judicial 
magistrate at Dhanbad was his child- 
. hood friend." 

According to Mr Lai these fake 
warrants can be eliminated 
altogether if the police is a little 
more vigilant. The police should nut 
accept those warrants which are not 
sent through the messengers of the 
court or by registered post. Three 


years ago. in foa, the then chief 
judicial magistrate of Munger. Mr 
Bifldeswari Dubey, issued sfhci in¬ 
structions to the Munger jail author¬ 
ities in a fake custody warrant case 
I that the jailer should not accept 
I warrants sent by ordinary post. Mr 
Du bey's instructions continue to be 
on the files serving only as a record, 
never to be followed. 

Meanwhile, the racket flourishes 
I thanks to the police. Lokenaih Kus- 
. waha hod with tears in his eyes 
I complained to tbe superinteodent of 
police. Munger. Mr Rakesh Jaruhar. 
10 investigate tbe matter. ”1 had 
shovm the SP sahab. the xerox copies 
of one of the fake warrants." said 
Kuswaha. **l told him lo search De* 
vender PrasadS house but someone 
lipped him about the raid and no 
incriminating evidence was found ” 

When this correspondent met Mr 
I Jaruhar. he said that he hod heard 
j about tbe racket from his other offic¬ 
ers. “Everyday there are hundreds of 
cases which lake place in my juris* 
diction The warrants which come to 
* me are sent directly to the police 
; station concerned. It is not possible 
! for us to check and verify each 
I warrant before serving them." 

Today, there are a number of peo* 
pie jn Kuswaha’s village. Sundarpur, 
who have been unfortunate enough 
to receive such fake warrants and 
I undergo the consequent harassment 
[ more than once. Kuswaha recounted 
the case of Subhas Mandal, a worker 
in the Munger ITC factory. On 1 
February IMS. as Mondal was pra* 
paring to take rest at around 2.30 in 
I (he afiernoon. the police from the 


I local police station informed him 
j about a warrant of arrest in his name. 

“I was there when Mandal was shown 
\ (he warrant by the police," said Kus- 
; wtha. "1 have seen so many such 
warrems that this one was not new to 
me. From the handwriting, I could 
' make out that it had been filled up 
by a child. But the police was unable 
I to help Mandal. He had to spend a 
I few days in jail till the investigation 
I was completed." There are some 
' other villages like Sundarpur. whose 
inhabiiaiKs have had to undergo the 
< harassment of fake warrants. These 
villages around Munger are; Sher* 
pur. Shyampur. Niyagaon, Sitakund, 
nilwnrpur nod Gharhera. Hundreds 
I of families in these villages have 
I bean reduced lu penury b^ause of 
such fake warrants. Said a senior 
police official who did not wish to be 
named. "These warrants, you see. are 
a source of blackmail. The local 
policemen who go to serve these 
warrants mark the *vicum’$' houses. 
Whenever the police feel like they 
can go and extort some money from 
people saying that there is a warrant 
of arrest in their names. Everyone 
tries CO keep as far away from the 
police os possible so people pay up 
willingly to avoid problems." 

In these circumstances, it is Kus¬ 
waha alone who has been waging war 
single-handedly against the fake war¬ 
rant racket. “I have had to sell my 
land and the little I possessed to 
release my relatives who had been 
trapped with such warrants. My wife 
and children hardly get two square 
meals • day. But I will »ee the end nl 
this before I die," he premised. 
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Our man from National insurance 











at home inside giant plants, 
covering the risks 
in steelmaking. 


Huge buckets canying tonnes oS 
molten, white hot steel. Overhead 
cranes moving about menacingly. The 
deafening clang of metal upon metal. 
Sparks fiying about everywhere. 

This is life inside a steel plant With 
its constant risk of accident..either 
during operation or from ov^tooked 
errors in the construction plant and 
nwhinery, that could result In loss to 
life and ir^stallation. 

All this only sho>vs the inr^^erative 
for comprehensive coverage when 
you're dealing with muttJerore mpee 
protects like steel plants. The kind of 
coverage one has come to expect from 
National Insurance. Because, even 
though National is, essentially, an 


insurance company, it has field 
personriel who know steel plants and 
their pix^lems like the back of their 
own hands. 

Now. this makes a world of 
differerKe when you're lo^ng for 
insurafKe that provides comprenensive 
cover in high risk, high investment 
projects. National does it—foolproof. 
And within your budget. 

Naticf^l Insur^e. Weil connected 
with India's core industries. Not just 
iron ores arul steel, but oil, tea, 
jute, dipping, chemicals—the lot. 


National Insurance 
Company Limited 

ftef—atont/i at ¥mr1( tor ttm Nation 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


The Chilean Workers 
of Lucknow 


Ifs a crueJ trade that thrives; on debt ciiul poverty 


truder as a strictly private the | with threads of varied colours. The 

women and children are wary vromen. many of thom with babes in 
uuisidets, especially when their men* arms, s<)U4t in the courtyards or on 
folk are awav. speak in undertones iheir doorsteps, stooping to peer at 
and stay indoors nearly ill day, glued each stitch they make. The work 
to their work^^mbruidering piles of must go on all the year round-^ven 
kijj/as and sarees to fine patterns il the worker^' hacks ache and their 

evesight fails—for the precious 2S«7S 
Aw > J T^l paiw It brings them per piece from 

Cfl||k jU. » is middlemen who carry the clothes 

^ ^ M away to cloth dealers in Lucknow’s 

* ** ^' '* , Chowk and Aminabad bazars, for 

* t I local, national and fore* 

% t *3 ign markets at whopping profits. 

* cruel trade that runs on two 
*'V premisea—that finesse and crafts 

]LVjM|i^^&u manship be damned; and it ii the 

; trader at the head of the line who 

* ^I alone dictates terms because the 

^ . workers and middlemen, far from 
I being his partners in business, are 
I ^l^ves bound to 'serve' him by con* 

' tmumg debt. For the workers there 1$ 
only misery. And even those tree 
from debt must work with needle and 
; thread to survive because their men 
can hardly earn enough to feed their 
|C?Z* large families. They are a few of the 

’ 50,000-odd Chikan workers' fami- 

^ t lies—seven or eight members in 

^ each—spread over Sandlla, Maliha- 

1. . bad, K akon. Luck now, fiekshi k a Tal, 

t . Chinhat, Barabanki. Masauli, Sita* 

^ j > pur, Rae Rareili, Sultanpur and 

Mohenlalganj 

Salma {10) spoke shyly from the 
threshold of her house in Chhanayya, 
while a crowd of girls peered from 
behind: "Earlier ihe daJa/s gave us 
40 ptise for each kurta. now they 
>■ give $0 paise They give the thread. I 

'• ^ manage to make two to three kurtas 

. 4 • r a day. All of us work here but still it 

'• isn't enough." It takes her three days 

to finish a ladies kurta, she said, the 
^ kind she was working un, a light blue 

kurta embroidered in white. "Sarees 
' 'A * much longer. We don’t xake 

' *'* w sarees becj.se kurra work is faster 

* . ^ ^ eaater.'' Salma’s family, among 

j the poorer in the village, are land* 
less. 

4 ■ Fatima (25} sat down on her door* 

] step to speait to us: "We have been 
s K> I I doing this for ages. Women in moat 

“■-— J j homes do this work. We all started 

[ when wewere the age of these iiun* 


A strange silence pervades 
the dusty, sun baked Muslin 
village of Chhanayya on the 
Lucknow*Hardoi road. A 
small cluster of mud and concrete 
houses on either side of a winding 
dirt*track. the village strikes the in* 


A CMkaa worker In CMianeyya 






SUNDAYSfEClAL 


1 



diyes (girUl you se« here/' die seid, 
pointing to a couple of ten'j^r olds 
who were standing by. listening. '*We 
have no land at all, so we have to 
survive on Chikan work. When our 
eyes grow weak, we go to doctors in 
town. There are no doctors around 
here, only one in Dubhagga." 
Another woman worker in Fetima's 
family said that middlemen were 
preferred because ii saved the 
women the trouble of stepping out of 
their homeh and dealing with trad¬ 
ers. ‘They are our men.'* she said. 
‘^We know them for long.'* 

Hamida (47|. robust and stocky, at 
first mistook us for a couple of en* 
trepreneurs. “They're interested in 
starting some business in Chikan 
clothes. That's why they're asking ua 
questions." she thundered, imarven* 
ing in a hushed discussion among 
some women on the purpose of our 
visit. She knew the market value of 
Chikan clothes very well. Later, she 
yielded to our questioning: ''These 
traders make quite a sum on these 
clothes, and look what we gel. For a 
ladies* kuna we get 20 annas, and it 
takes us two to three days to finish 
one. But the men's kurta comes u 
different types and qualities For 
high quality work we charge more. It 
varies from 25 paise to 50 paise. The 
cfa/af (middleman} pays ua all right; 
if not in a week, at least every 15 
days. Sometimes he gives us tne 
thread, sometimes we have to buy 
it." Has her eyesight weakened? “Of 
course, our eyes are affected. Aur 
kye? Aankhen phoma iiai, Aaddiya 
phoro.. (Whai else? Our eyes are ' 
blinded, our bones are broken). She 
seemed bitter at the mention of how 
the work affected their health, Hami* 
da said she and her two elder daugh* 
ters worked throughout the year on 
Chikan embroidery, even though her 
; family was better off than the others 
in the village '*We work in all sea¬ 
sons, there is constant demand for 
the work. There are SO houses in this 
village, and all have Chikan 
workers." 

The ordinary Chikan vrorker is 
homebound and shy. so the middle- 
I man is a vital link in the trade. 

I Today, according to an estimate, not 
I more than ten per cent of workers 
deal with traders directly, particular¬ 
ly because the traders are too shrewd 
[ and calculating. The middlemen, 

I many of whom are related to the 
I workers, are in a better position to 
tackle traders because they deal with 
■ number of them simultaneously. "If 
one of us disappoints them." said a 
trader in Chowk, "they can a1way« go 
to another," On an average, depend 
ing on the type of work done on it. s 
middleman charges the trader Rs IS 
on each aaree he gets embroidered 


by *his workers.* 

Before giving the clothes to the 
middleman, the trader has to get 
them tailored and pnnted and after 
receiving the embnidered clothes, 
gets them washed, and netted (with 
/eefis). a kind of work normally 
assigned to Chikao specialists in the 
city. It costs one rupee to print each 
saret, another two rupe^ to wash it, 
Rs 15 to get it embroidered, and. 
finally, another rupee to get each 
netted. Total costs for the trader 
come to Rs SO. And yet. the price of 
an ordinary Chikan saree is n^er 
less than Rs 6S, which yields a neat 
profit of Rs IS on each sale for the 
wholesaler; for the retailer, of 
course, the price is a matter of hard 
bargaining. As one buyer in Chowk 
said, "The sky is ^e limit" for the 
unscrupulous. 

H akimuddin (4CIX a middleman 

who has been in business tor 20 
years, uses a motorcycle to carry 
stitched plain kurus and sarees from 
shops to Chowk baur to Chikan 
; vrorkers in villages in Barabanki and 
alongside Kursi road, on the out¬ 
skirts of Lucknow. He keeps an 
account of bow many pieces u has 
given to each faouly, and after the 
workers have emt^idered cbem. 
brings them back to the wholesaler 
for sale, "All 1 get is a small cut. 
Believe me, there is nothing for IM in 
all this," he lunented. Hakimuddin 
has to buy the thread for the 
embroidery et Rs26 to Rs 2Ba Idle. A 
kilo of thread suffices for 400 kuna* 


or five or six sarees. He seid that he 
usually brought back bundles of Jriir- 
us from the workers in eight days, 
and larger ladies'kuitas in 15 days. 
Sarees could take more than a month 
to embroider, he said. In addition to 
expenses on thread and fees' at 
octroi checkposts« he has to spend at 
least Rs 20 a day on petrol while on 
tour. "In the end. all I get if a cut of 
60 paise on each large kurta, id IS 
paise on each small kurtm and about 
a rupee on each saree. 1 buy each 
seree for Rs 30 a piece from the 
wholesaler, and gjvr It back to him, 
embroidered, for Rs 45. Of Che Rs IS 
that 1 get from the wholesaler. 1 hand 
over ten rupees to the worker, two 
rupees to cover the price of thread, 
and another two rupees cover the 
overheads. This leaves a profit of 
about one rupee." 

Hakimuddin has a-wife and five 
children to look after, besides an 
aging father. "All the children go to 
school. The eldest goes to Shia Col* 
lege, here in Lucknow. He is the only 
one in the family who helps me out, 
besides my father, with his advice. 
After ell, he was the one whd led me 
into all this." Hakimuddin Is vrnhitp' 
py that he has no bank account, 
although he has to get e daughter 
married. '^When we have enough 
money," he said, "my ion Shakeelud* 
din end I hope to give up this line and 
Stan a new business." 

The wholesalers, he said, ware 
helpful in general, iMt worked lubUy 
to exploit them. "They give ua loans 
whenever we need money, for mer* . 
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riict or if someone in the femily fills | where the mijoriry of workers live, 
ill. 5u( it 24 per cent interesL** Hiki- . But the vUlage Chikao worker does 
muddin does lU hii business mnsec* not cere much for finesse. She U not 
tcons in the netne of hit father trained in that art. She can only work 
Amruddin Beg. '*rin just carrying oo through large quantities of cloth 
his work. ] go CO the same traders he quickly to meet the commercial 
visited." need. And her laboixr is very cheap. 

He agreed that workers in faraway SB it is to her chat most of the work is 
vtlUges were easily exploited. '•B\n assigned these days. And this is what 
we middlemen are not to blame but has caused the decline of the hand- 
the rraderi who make a fortune out icraft." 

of Chikan. They put their own prices Mr Tendon, who seemed more con- 
on the stuff when they sell them on | cemed about the intricacy of the 
wholesale markets and when they | craft than the condition in which 
export them and give us nothing for | most rural workers live and toll, 
our work, isme oiijdooh bthur hit \ said poor quality Chikan accounted 
(A lot of effort goes into this). But the . for a reduced demand from connois- 
people are so poor, they are happy \ seurs, and growing demand from the 
with juat a rupee or 7S peiae on each : ordinary public: The demand for 
piece. You should see them queuing > the embroidery abroad, ho aaid. ex- 
up in front of my door; such long isied partly because of humanitarian 
queues even for ao little money." But reasons—because it involves greet 
in spite of the exploitaiion. he aaid, ; labour, and the workers are poor— 
the personal nature of relationshipa ' and partly because, ea e unique 
between workers and middlemen , handicraft of Lucknow, it is intricate 
(often pert of an extended femilyl end beautiful. “But the mass pt^uc- 
and middlemen and traders made tioti of Chikan Jcurras and sarees hat 
things more humene; 'T help the commerciaiised the hendicraft. Peo- 
workers when they are in need. And pie abroad also are be^nning to 
the traders help me when Pm in realise that what they are geciing is 
need. Once a tradar I was doing of poor quality. Exporters and 
business with landed up in my house wholesalers, in their attempts to 
when I fail iU. although he is a undercut each other, end up selling 
fakhpetr.*' bad stuff. In Chikan, price varies 

An almost exclusively Muslim directly with the quality of 
trait, Lucknow Chikan was first Mr Tandon also complained that a 
popularised in the heyday of the last large number of Chikan exporters 
ruierof Oudh, WajidiUiShah, whois were based in Delhi and knew no- 
known to hove rewarded women who thing about the embroidery and its 
excelled in the art. Many in Lucknow intricacies. "They cannot make out 
believe it to be 'an inherited art,* the difference between various kinds 
which probably explains why a Mus- of work, th^ export cheap clothes." 
lim girl develops an aptitude for the Even in India, Chikan clothes are the 
%vork while moat Hindu girls do not. cheapest eltemacive to formal wear. 
But the Chikan thet now sells in the Mr Tandon said "You can never buy 
market it a mere shadow of its past, a shirt for the price you pay for a 
In its original form, the embroide^ I Chikan kuna." Hence the mass pro- 
is an intricate combinecion of a varie* ^ ductKm. 

ty of patterns and stitches that do not ' More important than the decline of 
involve 'tearing up' the fabric. Some | the handicraft, however, is the prob- 
of these are ;ajij (network), mum lem of poverty among the lakhs of 
(surface work), ufta bakhia (shadow | workers in Lucknow and its suburbs, 
work), and designs like taka, bijh Most of the families live in congested 
and phanda. A number of these are ; houses, amid filth and squalor, and 
specialised jobs; the jaali, for exam ' work to supplement their menfolk's 
pie, is something only workers in meagre earnings. Bina Duggal, a Con- 
chosen areas can be trusted with. gre$s(I) MLC who u president of ihe 
The skills are highly individualised, ' Chikan Karigar Union and the Chi- 
toQ. Some famous craftswonen are i kan Vikas Hrishad, two bodies set 
Miss Badar Anjuman, Miss Shamirn ' up for the welfare of Chikan vrorkers 
Jahan, Miss Akhtar (whose father is i in 1974, believes that education is 
a famous cnfuman also) and Mrs I the best way to rehabilitate the 
Humaira Khatoon, who have won women because Ignorance is always 
national awards for their work. their worst fue. "They need money 
But the handicraft Is on the de- for marriages and to pay for their 
dine. Said Jagesh Tandon, an expor- sick, so they borrow from (he 
ler, "Chikan work comas in two wholesalers and end up in slavery." 

K one for the discerning elite. She claimed that a Chikan produc- 
her for the massas. The city is tion unit opened in Lucknow by the 
the place where you get all the Uttar Pradesh government which 
deUcaie work done; for mast produc- runs under bar luperviilon anncts 
tion, you have to go to the rural araas about 700 regulars from surrounding 


villages. “But this number is still not 
enough, considering there are so 
many of them. However, we cry to 
teach these 700 how to conduct them¬ 
selves in society. They take their 
money directly from u$." 

Wes the experiment any help? Far 
from il. "Government schemes and 
projects have been miserable flops," 
said Jagesh Tandon, "AU that the 
government does is set up units, 
•ppoiot teachers, and these people 
walk off with their salaries. There is 
no work done." 

Although he regretted chat traders 
Like him were destroying • beautiful 
craft, Mr Tandon denied exploiting 
workers: “You’ve got to see that all 
our cloth is blocked up with the 
middlemen. If we give them 100 
pieces, they return 90, and say the 
rest are torn. In the workers' houses, 
you will find them using the kurras as 
bedclothes and curtains. The work¬ 
ers take up quite a bit of the gar¬ 
ments themselves. And who among 
us doesn't have health problems?" 

Though Mr Tandon, sitting in his 
palatial house in a labyrinthine 
Chowk bylane (luxury strikes you out 
of the blue in Chowk) thought other¬ 
wise. the workers' health problems 
are real, weak eyesight, spondylitis 
and TB being major complaints. Bald 
Dr Ram Kapoor, an ophthalmologist 
who has held a number of eye cacm 
and treated Chikan workers, “The 
women have e^ trouble first be¬ 
cause they work in very dim light, 
end second because the nature of 
their work Is very minute. Thus they 
come up with complaints which are 
quite natural In anyone with normal 
eyesight. Then they go to quacks, 
saying that they are having difficult 
threading the needles, although their 
eyes are normal. The quacks, eager 
to sell off their stocks of spectacles, 
give the workers plus lenses which 
are only magnifying glasses, even 
though the workers are young. Many 
of them start using plus lenses at 25. 
Sormally, plus one lenses are given 
to people aged 35, and plus two to 
people aged 50. The workers' eyes 
grow we^. and when they age. hove 
to Stan using minus lenses, which 
should never happen." TB among 
workers was common, Dr Kapoor 
said, b^ause of their living condi¬ 
tions and also on account of the fact 
that they sit close to each other, 
often coughing on one another, 
spreading bacteria! infection. 

Bogged down by the preuure of an 
exploitative trade on the one hand, 
and large families on the other, the 
Chiken workers of Lucknow continue 
to live like wretches, desperate to 
survive. Will the government ever 
help? 
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Violent Pro tests 

over (he sfuteflov'er/imenrs reservation policy 


A n uprovr against the increased 
rasarvatiuns m jnb^ and 6duca' 
tion fur the backward desses in Ou* 
jarai in the second half of Fehruery, 
has began another round of caste 
conflict in the state where Gandhi 
was born. The Sulanki ministry, 
trying to keep everybody happy be 
fore the S March state Assembly 
polls, has failed to take effective 
iteps to defuse the explosive siiue* 
tion. The current controversy daces 
back to /nnuary when the state gov¬ 
ernment announced its decision to 
Increase reservation of seats fur the 
socially and educationally backward 
classes (SEBC) from ten to 28 per 
cent. This was in addition lo the 21 
per cent statutory reservations for 
the Hcheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes, and took the total reserva¬ 
tions in government jobs and courses 
like medicine and enginering to 4$ 
per cent. 

The government’s decision was 
partly based on the findings of a 
commission of inquiry, headed bv a 
> retired High Court Judge. Mr C.V 
Rane. set up in 1 981 to explore which 
' new groups and communities should 
be added to the list of 82 comm uni- 
! lies belonging to the SCBC. These 
, are communities deemed as back 
ward as the scheduled castes and 
tribes but are not beneficiaries of the 
statutory reservations. 

There was nor much reaction to the 
decision till 19 February when pre¬ 
liminary examinations were due iu 
begin in colleges in Ahmedabad 
Complaining of injustice, a studenis* 
(ommlttee called the All Gujarat 
Education Reform Comrniitee 
(AGERC) was formed and classes 
were boycotted College examina¬ 
tions had to be postponed and the 
government reacted swiftly by per¬ 
suading schools and universities in 
Ahmedabad to close down im¬ 
mediately to prevent the anti- 
reservation stir from gaining 
momentum. 

The gambit was only partly suc¬ 
cessful because trouble broke out. 
bu&e^ were burnt and classes boycot 
ted by students from Barcda, Rajkot. 
Godhra, and other cities. By the end 
of February nearly 20 vehicles, of the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Transport 
Service and the State Transputi Cor 
poration had been damaged. The 
protests included an Ahmedabad 
bjfldh called on 2$ February and 
bMndhs in other towns. But none of 


them were successful and the agita¬ 
tion seemed to be petering out. 
However fears of an escalation in 
violence increased in late February 
when an irate mob of anti- 
reservatiuftists set a bus on tire on 
Nadiad city in central Gujarat and a 
passenger on board was burnt alive. 

The state government has asked 
the CID to investigate the incidents. 
Once the elections arc over, tbe itir 
is likely tu spread even further. 
Although the students have formed e 
I committee, and similar committees 
; have been formed in different cities 
i of Gujarat, ibe stir does not seem to 
be very organised. 

While the Solanki ministry had 
taken a firm stand four years ago 
against the stir, it seems to be hedg¬ 
ing on the issue this time. With the 
elections very dote, it wanted to woo 
the poor, but at the same time did not 
went to alienate the upper castes too 
much. Tbe wavering led to serious 
problems for ihe administration. The 
government had to explain its stand 
to the people but no politicel leader 
would do so. EventuaUy, the tadi fell 
upon Mr Niranjan Singh, an IAS 
oNicial and secretary to the social 
welfare department. This happened 
un 1 March, nearly ten days, aftei the 
agitation began. 

Mr Singh's explanation led to con¬ 
fusion. In 1972, the Gujarat govern¬ 
ment had set up the Baxi Comims«inn 
to identify socially and educationally 
backward communities (SEBC) 
under Article I5l4l end 16(4) of the 
Constitution. Thu was done with 
effect from 1, April 1978 

However, there were complaints 
that the list of SEBC groups men¬ 
tioned by the Baxi Commission was 
not exhaustive and that many deserv¬ 
ing groups had been left out. As e 

Pdictnefi guardini ikmititil Aops 
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result, the Rane Conumssiun was set 
up in 1981. Tbe decision to raise the 
quote of SEBC from ten to 28 per 
cent (raising reservations to 49 per 
cent) was criticised because, tbe 
Rane Commission had given its 21S- 
page report in October 1983. and the 
government accepted it only 18 
months later, on 11 January 198S just 
before the Assembly elections. 

The second reason for the uproar 
was the government's curious deci¬ 
sion in determining the .lew reserva¬ 
tion policy. It has accepted the Rane 
penei's recommendation to increase 
reservations to 28 per cent but it did 
not accept the commission's recom¬ 
mendation to determine educational 
and social backwardness on an in¬ 
come-cum-occupat ion criterion. The 
Rane Commission had serious doubts 
about the efficacy of identifying so¬ 
cial and educatumil backwardness 
on the basis of ^«.-ra. It said there 
were "inherent defects" in this 
meihud The object of the Articles 
lSf4) and 18(4), said the commission, 
was to achieve equality by removing 
inequality. Using the caste factor for 
identifying socially and educational 
ly backward people would perpetu¬ 
ate the evils of the caste system. 
Another point against the use of the 
caste factor was that it is a method 
applicable to Hindu communicies 
only. 

Political expediency could be chief 
reason for the manner in which the 
decision was announced. But, more 
curiously, although the decision was 
made public on 11, January, it re¬ 
mained only on paper till the end of 
February. The social welfare depart* 
ment secretary, Mr Singh, explained 
Chet government decisions taken at 
the cabinet level took time to imple* 
ment because of procedures. In the 
second half of February the Gujarat 
High Court granted a stay on the 
implementation of the increased 
qunta till a petition before it was 
disposed of. 

The delay in implementation was 
in sharp contrast with the announce¬ 
ment in January when it was stated 
that the increased quota in jobs in 
government would come into force 
immediately and in eduettion from 
June with the new academic year. Mr 
Singh complicated matters more by 
declaring that the Rane Commis¬ 
sion's suggestion to determine back¬ 
wardness on the basis of income and 
occupation rather than caste "will 
not be legally justified” and the 
government was sticking to the Baxi 
I Commission criteria that included 
some ten tests including caste, econo¬ 
mic status and income to determine 
the backwardness of any group. 
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A Happy Reunion 

/ayaiaJifha gets back bei' fomter posifioji 


W hen a stale has a filmstar 
turned politician for a chief 
minister, political developments 
often run along the same lines as the 
plots of a typical formula film-boy 
meets girl and love blossoms, Cnfor 
tunately, a nasty misunderstanding 
crops up. But towards the last few 
reels, the problems are sorted out 
and then there is a happy reunion It 
appears to be the same for MGR and 
Jayalaiilha and chair political rela¬ 
tionship. 

Soon after being divested of her 
post as deputy leader of ihe 
AIADMK Parliamentary group. 
Jayalahtha had fumed that the coier* 
ie responsible for her ouster would 
ensure char she was expelled from 
the party soon after MCR’s return to 
Madras. But MGR took both the 
coterie and Jayalaiilha for a ride— 
neither was Jayalilitha expelled nor 
was she reinstated. It was a state of 
suspended animation for all con¬ 
cerned While MGR met even the 
unimportant AIADMK MLAs. he did 
not meet Javalalitha for a full fon- 
night after his return. In despair. 
Jayalalitha felt she would not get 
Justice from her memor, MOR. Her 
chances of being reinstated to the 
exalted position she enjoyed seemed 
slim as MGR went about accommo¬ 
dating the coterie, instead of 
punishing (hem fcr taking decisions 
without his knowledge and sanction. 
Jayalalitha also had no idea when 
MGR would meet her. But Slnimv's 
report 17-23 February that there 
would be a happy reconciliation be¬ 
tween MGR and Jayalalitha was 
vindicated when on 19 February she 
took the Initiative and met MGR at 
Ihe secretariat. 

What transpired between MGR 
and Jayalalitha is not known, but it 
must have been an emotional reun¬ 
ion—MGR is moved easily. At the 
end of the close door session, both 
came out beaming, which was proof 
that their differences had been 
patched up. 

The drama over, the first sign that 
Jayalalitha had been reinstated to 
her former piominent status in the 
party came a few days later with a 
statement issued by MGR He stated 
that he wanted the AIADMK to re¬ 
main cohesive and homogenous and 
forbade anyona from criticising 
Jayalalitha. Tht'^ilcftt has effective¬ 


ly stemmed bickering in the party 
uboui Jayalalitha. As long as MGR 
huJdc the party** reins, one is not 
likely lu heur any criticism about 
Javuialiiha from her detractors mth 
in the AIADMK. In his siatemeni 
MGR went a step further and stared 
that Jayalalitha would be campaign 
mg for the Congress! II-AIADMK 
combine in Fondiiherry and Andhra 
Pradesh (she is campaigning in 
Andhra Pradesh for Congressd) on 
Rajiv Ceiidhrs insirucrionsi with 
MCR’s blessings. Jayalahtha ii 
emerging as a star campaigner and 
MGR has even directed his party men 
(0 help her make arrangements foi 




M.G. RamartiMdrae 

her election (our. The AIADMK par 
ty machine is imee again at Jeyala 
litha'v disposal. 

Jayalalitha had been strongly criti 
cised for meeting Congre&sfl) leaders 
at the centre including Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rajiv Gandhi in early January, 
immediately after she was thrown 
out of Tamil Nadu House in New 

Delhi. The AIADMK general secret¬ 
ary Mr P.U- Shunmugan had even 
warned that such aaions would be 
construed as anti-party activities. At 
that time Jayalalitha had claimed 
that It was only a courtesy call and 
that she had not discussed poUlics. 

MGR is obviously enjoying bmself 
playing a political ser-saw game. He 


I appointed Shunmugain a\ the pro- 
. tern speaker (a blow for Juy.ilaiiihjj 
I and soon brought him hack to Ciirih 
by bestowing » rate hoiMiur un 
Jayalalithii When Piimr MiiiiKtei 
Rajiv Gandhi stopped ovei in thu 
middle of the night at Madi as during 
his whirlwind election tout, the only 
Ollier person from ilic AIADMK in 
meet the PM, heMdv** MGR. was 
Jayalalitha. It was as if MGR wished 
to prove that he did hold ag.iinst her 
the earlier meeting with ihe PM. but 
in fact encouraged it. But this 
seemed only for public con-iumpiion. 

MGR communicated his sincere 
gratitude to Mr Gandhi and lus 
mother for their help regarding his 
medical rreatmeni by going lo the 
airport to receive him at 3.0!i ahi. It 
was an emotiunal meeting, with the 
PM wiping off the tears rulling down 
MGR's cheeks. Later at thu Raj Bha- 
van in the course uf their aO-mmute 
talk, MGR thanked Kajiv Gandhi 
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again and focus'^cd upon the problems 
generated by the inflow of refugees 
from Sri Lanka. Normally Mr S 
Ramachendran acu a<> MGR'* ambas¬ 
sador as the former is fluent in 
English. But MGR made Jayalalitha 
and not S. Ramachandran meet the 
PM. One needs no further proof of 
Jayalalitha’s reinstatement to the ex¬ 
alted, promini it position in the 
AIADMK in ensuring such a status 
quo, MGR has turned the clock back 
to his pre-illness days. But no one in 
the AIADMK. not even Jayalalitha 
can be free from worries—their fate 
after all depends on MGR's whims. 
And MGR is a very whimsical man. 
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Through the Diplomatic Channel 


Somali envoy cooght by the Customs 


A Somali diplomat, Mohammed 
Al) Abdi, ha$ landed hrmself in 
the Customs net. Thou|h hU involve¬ 
ment is being investigated, w is cer 
tain that he was being used'as a 
conduit by smugglers. On S Pebrn* 
ary, suspicious of the unusually 
heavy coniignmenti booked Jn (tie 
diplomat’s name, the Customs au* 
thoririei at the Central Warehousing 
Corporation opened hh unaccompa¬ 
nied baggage, booked* from* Hong 
Kong and sciied contraband worth 
Rs SO lakhs. The cooking range im¬ 
ported by this second secreta» in 
the Embassy of Somalie cont4ined 
200 gold biscuits, weighing 100 
gram^ each. 

Thu ugh officials at the Indl^ fore¬ 
ign office claim ihai the presMc of 
the diplomat on the spot was a coiAbi¬ 
dance and that he had b«e;n cillgd 


there ^ provide the Custonu with 
serial numbers of the goods, customs 
officials said that the consignment 
was inspected because they sus¬ 
pected h contained contraband. 
According to AS. AAluwaJia. super- 
' intendent of Customs in charge of 
I unacCotfipanied baggage, who wav 
. present at the rime of seiturc. they 
I had rhken a calculated risk in asking 
I for the baggage to be inspected. A 
I protest would have been lodged by 
j the embassy of Somalia if the bag¬ 
gage was found “clean”. Fortunately, 
the risk paid off and 2,000 tolas of 
gold was discovered hidden inside 
the outer layers of the cooking range 
and flower vases. It was one of the 
largest seitures of gold made in the 
capital. Investigating officers pre¬ 
sent on the spot succeeded in record¬ 
ing a written sfetement of the diplo- 
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mit in which he alleged the involve- 
isent of his mail-order egeot, Vijay 
Kumar Gujrel end denied any kffOH^ 
ledge of the contraband in the arti¬ 
cles imported under his neiDe. Vijay 
Gujral is a nephew of former union 
minister and envoy l.K. Gujral and 
has six Customs cases pending 
against him. There have been a num¬ 
ber of cases in the past three years 
when diplomats have been impU 
cated for carrying cuntraband In 
their personet or unaccompinied 
baggege. Some of the diplomats who 
have b^n involved in Customs cases 
are: 

e Leon Wright, senior diplomat in 
the American Embassy, from whom 
wrist-watches, medicinal powder and 
ocher articles wonh Rs 13 Ukbs were 
recovered on ^ December 1984. 
Wright gave a confessional itate- 
menc to the Customs officials which 
ran into 113 pagv.. 

• Mehamood Moshari, counsellor In 

the Embassy of Iran was recalled to 
his country when on 3 April 1983, 
nine video cassettes worth Rs 
1.98,000 were recovered from his 
baggage. •sf' 

e Bong Yong Wan, first secreted 
of the North Korean Embassy in 
India is ragistered for being in po^ 
session of 7,500 US dollars, 13. di¬ 
amond stones and wrist •watchea, 
valued at Rs 1.15.000. A diary wris* 
ten in code was also confiscated from 
him. 

• Beatrice Eboh, a Nigenan diplomat 
was in possession of 2.200 wrist 
watches worth Rs 1,29,92$ on 27 July 

I 1983. The case is listed in File No. vld 
: (AP) 10/62/p and 1/83. 
e Andre Jost, an- attache at the 
French Embassy was found to b* 
carrying three video cassette recor¬ 
ders and four video cameras worth 
R$ 1,20.000 on 11 September 1983. 

• Dr Jean Luc Lethency, another 
diplomat of the French Embauy was 
found to be in possession of three 
portable video cassette recordacs 
and three video cameras on 13 Octo¬ 
ber 1983, valued at Rs 3,75,000. The 
case ia listed in File No. viii (APUO/ 
135/p and 1/63. 

• Petko DiUic, a Yugoslav diplomat 
on 24 June 1963 han^d over contra¬ 
band items worth Rs 16 lekhs to 
Customs officials. The g^s in¬ 
cluded several hundred vris-t- 
watebes, computers and high speed 
casseccee printers. 

According to Customs authorities- 
a Urge number oi Indian agents 
pay the diplomats for tbelr aeryicce 
and Uter dispose of the contraband. 
There is also a Urgar nerwork of 
foreign agenu who duly pack tke 
censignmenti to Now Delhi or Boni- 
bey aM probably are the financere pf 
the entire netwoik, In the present 
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cisfi ol M^hunimd Abdi, the in* 
volvetnenc of VJC. Gujrtl, who hid 
ordirid thi ioodi from Hong Koog is 
certiin. Owner of the Cipital Refri 
. geretion Com^ny with showrooms 
’ in Jor Begh Mtrket and Khan Mar* 
icat, Gujrd runs a flourishing mail* 
order business and is believed to 
have imported and supplied electro¬ 
nic goods and household equipment 
ro hundreds ol diplomats* 

After the recover of 6 February, 
Cujral has been eluding the investi- 
#gecing agencies. By the time the gold 
i.MSculu were recovered and Abdi 
bad naniad him as the person who 
ananged lor the goods to be 
iimportad, Gujral had gone under 
ground. The team of Direcioreta of 
.Iniamal Revenue (DRI) end Customs 


officials who reictaM with a search 
warrant against him and searched his 
house in Kailash Colony and shops in 
Jor Bagb and Khan Market, failed to 
recover any ioenninariog evidence. 
His wife Sbiela Gujral, who has work¬ 
ed at the Kuwait Embassy and is 
believed to be weU<onaected in di¬ 
plomatic circles lOld the ^iem that 
her husband was *out of the country 
on business '* Though Gujral is said 
to be in London, workers at bis shop 
claim he is away to Romania and is 
likely to be away '’(or some tiate * 
With Gujral abKonding, investiga¬ 
tions in the case have come to a dotd 
end. Customs officials complain that 
not being able to soarcb and murro- 
gate the diplomat has put them at a 
great disadvaniiga. If Mohammmed 


DELHI WAKP BOARD 

Deeper into the Morass 


rhe chcimion of the bcNsrd resigns in protect 


T he Delhi Wakf Board, which bat 
been facing idmtnittrative prob* 
lems and financial bankruptcy for 
the past two decades is ar the cros¬ 
sroads again. On 6 February, the 
board's chairman, Imtias Ahmed 
Khan, sent his resignation to Lt. 
Governor. M.M.K. Wall. The board’s 
working had been criticised at the 
recent three-day session of the net 
ropolitan council where Janata coun- 
' cillor, Mirza Siddiqui Ali and Coo* 
. gressd) councillor, Anwar Dehelvi 
I severely critiwised the functioning of 
' the board and demanded the ouster 
of the chairman 

The Delhi Wakf Board, set up after 
independence is one of the most 
important Wakfs (meaning endow* 
ment) in the country* With land 
prices in the capital shooting up, the 
board rasponsiMe for maintaining all 
Muslim properties in New Delhi, is 
said to be the richest board in the 
country. It now maintains 76S me$- 
juis 160 dttgahs, 465 quabristans 
and 151 ntakbaras of the capital. In 
accordance with the Wakf Board Act. 
.^the board ib run by a chairman and 
> meiibers. who are considered 
.^okesmen for all matters concern¬ 
ing Wakf property and are largely 
responsible for che welfare of the ten 

.lakh Muslims Irvisg in Delhi. 

Several eminanc Muslims have 
held the honorary post of chairman. 
Delhi Wakf Board. The late Fresi* 
dant, Fakhniddlii Ali Ahmad and the 
preaast Governor of Haryana, H.M. 
Bumay had held the poet. Imtias 
Khan, a senior IAS officer wes 
• jMaihiAaCid chainnan on 19 Novem¬ 


ber, 1913 by the then Lt. Governor. 
Jigmohan. When Khan took over the 
board’s cbalrnanship from Mirra 
Iqbal Shah, eapectations from him 
were high Khan was a brilliant 
bureeucrac responsible for pulling 
the Delhi State Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Corporation (DSIDCX of which 
he IS the managing director, out of 
the red. With him at the helm of 
affairs of (he Delhi Wakf Board, 
there was hope of improvement of 
ibf Board’s affairs. 

To those unfamiliar with the eon- 
rroversias surrounding the board, the 
resignation of Khan* cane as a sur* 
prise. Bin for others, aware of the 
constant bickeriog within the orga¬ 
nisation, it was something which was 
quite expected. This is not the first 
time that the chairman has resigned. 
In fact, Burney who is Khan’s father* 
in-law had also resigned before be 
could complete his five year tenure 
as chaimaa. Others are also known 
to have resigned after bitter quarrels 
with board members, and one chair* 
man was physically assaulted before 
he suhmitt^ his resignation. 

Khan, who resign^ because of 
"large scale corruption in the 
board." Is believed to have infanned 
rhe Lt. Coeensor about the malproc- 
tices (hat exist in the board’s func¬ 
tioning* Though the resignation has 
still not bean accepted 1^ the Lt. 
Governor, the Delhi administrarion 
is worried about finding a new suc¬ 
cessor. It is believed that several 
prominent Muslim Hembert of Par* 
liament are vying for the post. Mr 
Tajdar Babbar, prestdeot of the De- 


Abdi had been interrogated, he might 
have disclosed whether he wet an 
innocent carrier or part of a large 
network in which he was used as a 
conduit because he enjoyed diploma¬ 
tic immunity. The Somali Embassy 
has openly denied his involvement in 
the case in a statement mede ro the 
national praas* The announcement 
said, "The involvement of Somali 
Embassy and a diplomat in the smug* 
fling activities are baseless, untrue 
and highly unfounded*” After this, 
the Customs officials, again reiter¬ 
ated their stand publicly and called 
the denial made hy the Somali 
Embassy nothing more ihap a "face¬ 
saving device." 


Ihi Pradesh Congress Committee, Is 
also a possible candidate. 

The members of the board, howev¬ 
er, feel they should be allowed to 
choose a chairman themselves. After 
the move by Khan they Ijeld ah 
emergency meeting and passed a 
resolution requesting the Lr Gov. 
ernor to accept the resignation of the 
chairman and permit (hem (o elect 
their new. leader. Said Maulana 
Jameel Ahmed I11*aai, member of the 
boerd and president of the All Indian 
Imams* Organisation: "We will elect 
e cheimen and fulfil all the wishes 
of the Muslim community which we 
were not permitted to do because of 
the autocratic behaviour of the 
chairman.” 

After the recent happenings within 
the board, Muslims of Delhi have 
suggested to the Delh* Administra¬ 
tion TO abolish the system of running 
.’the board through a chairman and 
members. Various representations 
have been received by the Lt Gov* 
emor's office to appoint an adminis* 
erntive officer in charge of the Wakf 
Board as in Haryana and Punjab or 
set up a Wakf Development Board as 
in Uttar Pradesh. This is, according 
to some, the only way the board can 
be saved from further disintegration. 

The Delhi Administration was 
changing the set-up of the board 
when matters came to a bead with 
jtbe resignation of the chairman. Ap 
amended Wakf Board Bill was passed 
by both Houses of ParUament last 
year and only a few weeks ago re¬ 
ceived the conwnt of the President. 

The amended Wakf Act has some 
pertinent suggestions. First, that a 
tribunal be set up to expedite litiga¬ 
tion in all cases in which the board is 
involved, (At present, there are over 
1,400 civil cases pending with Dis* 
vict Courts concerning Wakf proper¬ 
ty.) Second, five MPs be nominated 
ai meabert of the boerd end thet a 
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senior judkU] offifer be appointed 
a$ Wakf commissioner, with powers 
to go against the decisions of the 
board members, who will replace the 
Wakf board secrerary, the present 
chief executive officer. 

In fact, relations between the 
board chairman and the board 
secretary have always been a metter 
of dispute. The prexent case which 
began with murmurs of resent- 
ment by board members against the 
chairman, sncwballfd into a major 
crisis when in November last year, 
the chairman sent orders of repatria¬ 
tion to the board secratAry, MaSud 
Rasa and sealed all documents and 
papers of the hoard at its office in 
Darya Ganj. 

It was this action by the chairroan 
that brought the internal wrangling^ 
lierween the members of the lioard 
into the open. Masud Rasa, once 
private secretaiy to Tajdar Babbar, 
was appointed secretary to the Wakf 
Board on I July, i98i and wax posted 
there from the health department oi 
the Delhi administration. Though 
there were enquiries about how a 
junior official could be given such a 
responsible post, nubudy questioned 
the authority oi the secretary nil the 
chairman demanded hit withdrawal. 
Khan later explained that he was 
forced to issue the order because he 
was convinced of the secretary's in- 
vulvemeni in the tale of a plot of land 


at the Allahu Mesjid measuring 
2S,000 sq. metres whith was let our at 
a nominal rent of Rs 200 per month. 

After receiving his marching 
orders, Masud Rasa pressed his case 
before the court claiming that the 
chairman was tncompetent lo serve 
him such notices and any acrlon such 
as the sealing of the board's office 
should have had the consent of the 
T.t. Governor. He later received an 
order fr«nn the court end resumed 
charge of his duties. At that time the 
Lt. fiovernor, F.G. Gavti, had 
ordered a prube into the Allahu 
Masjid case, the findings of which 
< have not yet been disclosed. 

The Allahu Masjid case, which be. 
came crucial for the functiomnA of 
; Che bnaid, is one of the hundreds of 
, sue h di eputes involv ing W ak f proper- 
I ly before ihe courts. A lui of 204 
I such cases was placed before the 
' government m the Burney Comrais* 

I Sion report vf 1976. but a majority uf 
' these cases are yet to be decided. 

I Only recently e stev order wav re¬ 
ceived by the Vishwa Hindu 
Harishad after the guvernment had 
announced that they would give own* 
eiship of 123 properties to (he Wakf 
for 99 years. One uf the propertiec in 
the list is Jama Masjid which is Wakf 
property but not owned by the board. 
There are hundreds of graveyard 
plots in Delhi which have ^en 


allegedly encroached upon by the 
public and some by the Delhi De¬ 
velopment Authority. While such a 
situation exist! boaid memliers com¬ 
plain that though the monthly in¬ 
come of the board is Rs 27,UO(), more 
than Rs 20.000 from this n spent by it 
on litigation. 

Kh«n had pruj^osed to change the 
whole scenario and insiil a sense of 
confidence among Muslims in the 
Wakf Board. He had announced last 
year that a task force would be set up 
to look into charges uf graft and 
corruption and had declared that 
welfare meavures would be adopted 
to improve the lot nf the community. 
He now says that he faced resistance 
every time he wanted in lake action. 
One case cited by a member was (he 
proposed consirucilon of a markernn 
two plots of land of the Wakf in 
Darya Canj, but other members 
sabtiuged the scheme and spread 
word that a mosque was being con¬ 
structed and immediately obtained e 
stay order for any construction (here. 
According to the chuirman, it was a 
battle between honesiy and corrup- 

liuii ”1 was helpless m the face nf 
inefficiency and corriiprion A chair 
man alone cannot redeem the affairs 
of the Wakf Hoard, under pressure 
from politicians and corrupt mem¬ 
bers." 


mtw Sanbi. New Oe«M 


MRS GANDHI'S ASSASSINATION 

A Controversial Confession 


Satkvant was "drugged"during his confession says lawyer 


etwant Singh’s confessional | 
statement fit? comfortably in two | 
typed sheets. Towards the end of it, 
he admits his guilt. **Around 9 or 9.15 
am. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 

R. K. Dhawan, Fotedar, (wo others 
and Narain Singh who was bolding an 
umbrella, emerged from 1, Safder 
Jang Road and were coming towards 
1, Akbar Road. The Prime Minister 
was about seven or eight steps away 
from u$ when Beam Sin^ took two 
siepe forward and fired four or five 
times at the Prime Minister. 1 bad an 

S. A.F. seen gun. I cocked the sten 
(gun) and fired on the left part of the 

Prime Ministcr’e body- I had loaded 

20 bullets in (he sten gun, 1 emptied 
all of them on the Prime Minister. 
Some hit the Prime Minister, others 
hit (he road. The Prime Minister fell 
after the first bullet bit her.." These 
lines will perhaps form the core ^ 
the argument against Satwant Singh, 
in some measure because the v^ 
worth of the confeexinn is now be* 


coming a matter of some debate. 

The )udicie! autbohiies seem to 
have handled the fonnaliiies before 
and after Sarwant Singh’s confession 
with clinical care- Tbeir eagerness to 
preserve its legal validity is evident 



I from the ''memorandum of the re- 
I cord of the confessional statement" 

' made by Satwant Singh under Sec- 
, non 164 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code inside Ward number one of 
Delhi’s Tihar Central Jail on 1 De¬ 
cember 19B4. The memorandum is as 
long as the confesvion itself. Bharat 
Bhushan.ihe additional chief metro¬ 
politan magistrate (ACMM) of Delhi 
and the link magistrate in this case 
(ACMM $.L. Khanna is the main 
magistrate) who recorded the confes¬ 
sion, has put down every formality in 
the attested memorandum. About 45 
minutes before Satwant Singh began 
confessing, Bharat Bhushan had him 
examined by Dr Vijay Kumar, the 
medical officer of the Tihar Jail. He 
certified that "the accused in Ward 
Number one is in my opinion fit to 
make his statement." Dr Vijiy 
Kumar was then asked to leave the 
ward, only Bharat Bhushan and Sat- 
want Bingh remained. According to 
what is written in the memorandum, 
Bharat Bhushan again explained to 
Sarwani that he was not bound to 
make any statement and that if be 
did so, it could be uaed at evidence 
against him. Another 3S minutes 
were gives to Satwant (o "think 
over* the matter after the lapse of 
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which'Bhtnt Blmihtn atk^d him 
lour ^uettions "In order lo ucertain 
the fact ei lo whether he (SarwtQt) ii 
ectuelJsr under coercion or preeeure 
or oiherwiee." A verbetun reprod^lC• 
Qon of the queetion*eA*wer teuton 
between Bharat Bbuthan and Set- 
want follows: 

Q: Since when ere ^u in )m]? 

A: I am in jail for the lift two days. 

Km any poliC9 officer come to 
meet you dunes tune? Km there 
been any pressure on you ro edmit 
your crim 0 ? 

A: No. Nobody bet cold me. 1 went eo 
tell the truth onmy own. Nobody hii 
put preuure oii me* neither hit eny 
police officer come to meet me in 

Jeil. 

Q: When did you wvrk^ 

A: I wes • sepoy in the Delhi Police. 
Q: Do you understand that the itete* 
meat you are going n give me can 
become rbe besis of your punish* 
meet? 

A:,Yei» I heve been told beforehend 
thet you ere e oaf istrate and 1 koow 
well that tny statement in front of 
you will brinf me punishment but 
nevertheltM 1 went to flse my ttete- 
ment. It may be recorded. 

l«gel procedures for a confession 
of this kind were teken care of 
accordiof to ACMM Bharat Bhuihan 
The counsels for Satwant Singh, 
however, heve their owndoubts.R.S 
Sod hi. a Supreme Court lawyer now 
handling Satwam's brief under Pren 
Nash Leuii, a senior advocate of the 
Daihi High Court, uys tbit hii 
cueat was ‘drugged and delirious" ei 
' ^ time of his confession. The coun* 
a^ also contend thet pressure wes 
ewlied on Setwant to nime R.K. 
Dhewin in the stetement end they 
have elreedy lod^ an application 
in the court on this matter. Satwant 
Singh himself has added to the confu¬ 
sion by giving contradictory state* 
meets to people he has met of lace, 
including hli family members and 
lawyers. In such circumstances e re* 
traction, based on the plan of the 
' argiunent being prepared by tbe de* 
fence counsels, cannot be ruled out. 

It is believed thet I.U. Khan, the 
lawyer who draped Satwent’s cw 
after being assigned his defence by 
the government, had made two state* 
meats about Setwent Singh's cooie^ 
siUD which seem incorrect. He had 
said that ^e confession ran into IS 
pages ^ile actually it is confined to 
two pages. Further, he reportedly 
claimed to hive been present while 
the confession was being recorded on 
1 December 1914. But ACMM Bharat 
Bbuihen hN clehrty mention^ in Jus 
mniMafidum that •Than is nonj 

, eUe aacept the accused we myseu 
in Ward number one of Tiber Jed 
, where the confession was recorded. 
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A large portioe of Setwent Singh's 
statement is about Beam Singh, and 
hii , efforts to persuade ^twant 
to loin the plot to Idll Mrs Gandhi. It 
speaks of tteir inidnl meedngi whila 
on duty it the Prime Minister*! resi* 
dance, tbe sealing of their friendship 
on 29 September 1914 end tbe rape* 
need inviiatiaas bv Beant to Sitwwt 
for a visit to his bouse. Betvrant Sinft 
has named four people as being 
volved in the conspiracy, ti was m* 
itiaUy hatched, he says, by Beeii 
Singh end Balbir Singh, another sub 
inspector at tbe Prime MiAi»aK*s 
residence. He also named Amarjeet 
Singh, an $10 posted ei Mrs GeniUdb 
house, and Herbent ^i^a ‘battery- 
wala* from Mori gate in Delhi and i 
relative of Beane* i fr^ Paridabed 
who was ‘stout, dark and about 45 
years of age." In the confession Set* 
went names Makban Lai Fotedar as 
one ^ the several persons accom* 
penying Mrs Gandhi oD'Ber way from 
1. Saldarjang Road to 1, Akbar Road 
on that fetmul morning. Curiously 
enough, neither the PIR (No. 241/B4. 
Dated 3110.94 u/s 302/307/120BIPC 
end 25,27/54/59 Arms Act) lodged et 
the Tughlaq Road police station, nor 
the statement given by M.L. Fotedar 
himself says thet he was premot with 
Mrs Gandhi at the time of tbe inci¬ 
dent. 


SPY SCANDAL 

ManetdaPs 

Misfortunes 

T he spy scandal is takir^ its toll 
on the fortunes of the firm, SLM 
Maneklal. Ever smee the arrest of 
the firm's Delhi representative, 
Coomar Narain, and ultimately the 
managing director, Yogesh Man 
eklal, the firm’s sharws have been 
dwindling at the stock market. 
Apart from shareholders, the firm's 
depositors too are panicky. 

At the end of February, a hen 
dred rupee share of SLM Maneklal 
was quoted at Rs 77 on Dalai Street, 
lo 1^3, the shares were quoted at 
Rs 170. Last year was a bad year for 
the firm due to tbe slump in the 
textile industry. SLM Maneklal, 
which is primarily a textile machin¬ 
ery manufacture!, did not declare 
dividends in 1984. Last year, the 
shares had dipped to Rs 90. bus 
slowly moved up to Rs 131 2£vWitb 
Yog^ Maneklal having become 
the principal accuaed lo th^ w 
case, SLM Meneklel's future looks 
Walk. . « 


I Another mrrlguini aspect of the 
I confession is the reference to R.K. 

, Dhawen, the special sHiitant to Mis 
Gandhi. Satwant Singh quotes Beaqt 
as saying that Dhawen was his “good 
friend.” In his own icatement, Dha- 
; wan has indirectly confirmed that he 
: knew Beent Singh. When Dhewan 
first named Satwant Singh in his 
statement be clearly stated in pa¬ 
renthesis that he came ro know his 
name later, something that he does 
not eey about Beent Sln^. Political 
obebrvers in the capital however, do 
not attach much imponence to the 
"Dhewen-engle.” 

Brem tlft iiritude of Setwant’s 
counsels It seems that the case could 
heve more politicel overtones than 
expected. Lekhi openly says: “This is 
not an ordinary murder trial.” He 
goes on to copiplain that the charge- 
sheet levelled egeinit his client 
stinks of political prejudice; it says 
that all (ha four accused "are Sikh by 
faith.” 

For Setwant's counsels, hit confes* 
sion does not teem to be very Impor¬ 
tant. They have been concentrating 
on gathering material on the political 
background to the aataasinetion and 
' plan to "review” (ha entire Punjab 
^ problem during (he course of the 
I argumeen^According to people 
I close tq them, they are already in 
I possessidn of “exploiive” 

^ documentary evidence by which they 
I propose to show that the assassina¬ 
tion was the result of the Punjab 
policy (d (he ruling party itself 

Meanwhile, the additional chief 
metropolitan magistrate of Delhi, 
S.L. Kbenna has already extended 
the j udidal remand of Sat wan r Singh 
end the two other accused, Balbii 
Singh and Kehar Singh to 11 March 
on the plea that they needed time to 
go through tbe 270 pages of case 
documents handed over to them at 
the Tiber Jeil on 2.S February, lo this 
exercise Satwant will no doubt be 
assisted by his lawyers who heve 
been seeing him regularly. During 
these meetings, (hey do not converse, 
but only exdieoge notes because one 

Sarwant's lawyers claims he saw a 
"bug” (a listening device) in the cell. 

T& trial will begin in late-March 
and wiE be held, in ell probability, 
inside Tihar Jail. It is believed that 
tbe authorities may try and bold the 
trial “in catnen.” If that happens, 
Lekhi mid ibe other lawyers will 
almost cenainly challenge it. 
Sources close to the defence counsels 
of SiTvrant Singh say thet (hey ere 
not pr^ared to compromise on thii 
^e.. tW uj^shay inflat, must be 
public,* even if they have to conatnict 
i MW MOy-gKe to the Tihar Jail. 
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being cleared to cnnstruct an im> 
pressjve residence and office com* 
plex. A reception area^ VIP guest 
roomf, a board room and a servants 
wing will also be constructed. 

An eagerly awaited announcement 
was the name of the architect who 
wtll design the PM*$ new house. It 
was rumoured that a national com* 
petition would be organised and 
architects all over India would be 
roQuested to contribute designs for 
the house, as in other important 
projects. However, contrary to ex* 
pectations, e select few architects of 
the capital were contacted by the 
Prime Minister's office lest month 
and were asked to submit proposals 
for the residence by 1 March. The 
architects were briefed by the Prime 
Minister himself about the logistical 
retjuiremenis and security con* 
xtrainis to be kept in mind. 

The SIX erchitects who had been 
chosen for the important project are 
Satish Gujral, Shared Das. Raj Shar* 
ma. Kanvmde and Associates, Raj 
Rewal and Associates, and Kothari 
and Associates, considered among 
the country's best architectural ta* 
lenis. Nevertheless, after the news 
that six architects had been asked to 
furnish the Prime Minister’s office 
with models and di^signs of the new 
residence became known, other 
architects demanded why the con* 
petition was restricted to private 
architects of the capital. Prominent 
among those whose names were mis* 
sing was Charles Correa, the only 
Indian to be recipient of the gold 
medal of the British Institute of 
Architects Said one architect; "The 
selection of names has been done at 
random. No professional criterion 
has been considered. Tliat is the 
reason why the name of Satish Gu* 
jral, who is a painter and has no 
<)ualification as an architect has been 
included." 

The six architects in the mean 
tune, are working overtime to submit 
their plans and models before the 
deadline. Each is keeping his design 
a closely*guajded secret and hoping 
to be the one to win the prestigious 
contract. The final decision wiL be 
taken by the Prime Minister himself, 
but the design will have to be cleared 
from the department of environ* 
ment, urban arts commission, the 
intelligence Wing and city planning 
before the go-ahead can 1 m given to 
the CPWD to commence construction 
on the house. Foi the next two years, 
oil eyes will be on the now vacent 
plot of lend at the polo ground which 
will house the Indian Prune Minister 
for several decides end wllU like the 
Ruhtrepati Bhtven, become a Ms* 
teric landmark. 


The PM’s New House 


Six architects vie/or the contract 


P rime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, still 
living in 1, Sofdirjang Road, is 
soon to shift to a new house and is in 
the process of approving plans for his 
permanent residence. Though there 
were indications that the Prime 
Minister would shift to bis temporary 
tccommodetion et 5 end 7 Race 
Course Road by the first week of 
February, end later, the first week of 
March, a visit to the site has made it 
clear that there may be further de¬ 
lay. Renovation is complete but the 
finishing touches and the interior 
decoration of the Prime Minister’s 
house end office began only in late 
February 

Security personnel at 1, Safdar 
jang Road till then had not received 
any instructions about the Prime 
Minister's change of residence and 
weresui prised at the announcement 
by Coflgressdl general secretary. Sn* 
kanc Verma, that he would do so by S 
March. The Prime Minister himself 
was away on election tour and was 
scheduled to return to Delhi only on 
6 March, Besides, the bouse had to be 
handed over to the family at least a 
week before for interior decoration. 

Since 1, Safdarjang Roed is going 
to be converted Into a memorial for 
Mrs Gandhi, most of the furniiure 
and fittings there will be left intact. 
According to indications, new fumi* 
ture for the FM’s residence will be 
provided by the Central Public 
Works Deporrment (CPWD) and the 
wall hiDiings, paintings and objttt 
cfhit will be chosen by Mrs Sonia 


Gandhi who is uLing a keen interest 
in the oew house. 

The renovatkM] of the two bunga¬ 
lows has been done without much 
expenditure since the Prune Minis* 
ter is expected to stay here only till 
1987. Ai present, outside both the 
bungalows, now painted white, barri* 
cades have been erected and search¬ 
lights fixed on the roof. Armed 
guards equipped with walkie*ralkie 
sets have already taken position all 
around the bungalows. The horticul¬ 
ture department of the CPWD has 
transported hundreds of flower pots 
and arranged them in the bungalow’s 
lawns. Even in the select ioo of flow, 
ers and plants, the choice of the 
Prime Minister and his wife, both of 
whom ore fond of gardening, was 
kept in mind. There is also a proposal 
to put up swinp in the lawns for the 
Prime Minister’s children. With most 
of the masonry and carpentry work 
over, there it an air of expectancy 
among the workers who have toiled 
round the clock for ten weeks. 

Once the renovation and decora¬ 
tion M the PM's temporary house is 
finished, the CPWD end the works 
end housing ministry will begin work 
on the second phase of their opera¬ 
tion. For the first time, e new house 
is to be constructed for en Indian 
Prime Minister. The site selected for 
the PM*s permanent residence is 
close to the Rasbtrapati Bhavan. The 
polo ground of the President’s Body 
Guard, at Willifigdon Crescent is 
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grave threat of a misuse <A the facilU 
ties being set up in the private sec 
tor. When Dhirendra Brahmachari 
and Dr Jain are among rhe private 
producers, the political links of the 
studio Dwners may play an imporcant 
part. 

Both the studio projects of 
Brahmachari and Dr Jain have been 
shrouded in secrecy. Brahmachari 
himself IS extremely sensitive about 
his studio, which he has set up at an 
enormous cost, after acquiring about 
90 acres of agricultural land. The 
studio of Dr Jain is also the subject of 
speculatiun and curiosity. Workers at 
the studio claim that N.f Ramarao is 
involved with the project and will be 
helping Dr Jain establish a first'Claas 
studio like the one he owns in Hyder* 
abad Dr Jam, however, strongly de* 
nied the rumour: "He (the chief 
mini<ter) has nothing tu do with the 
studio and perhaps does not even 
know such a pruject is being fl* 
nanced by me.*" 

Another company which is produc* 
ing TV programmes is the tndepen* 
dent Television Company (ITV). This 
private studio is owned by industrial* 
isi Sanjay Dalmia The ITV had its 
first taste of success with a series of 
programmes on the recent general 
elections. The pri»gramme by the 
ITV nn election night is 

estimated lu have been watched by 
40 million viewers. Time magasine, 
bailing the achievement nf ITV in a 
recently •published story quoted jour¬ 
nalist Rashid Talib; “I think ITV has 
started a revolution." However, 
according to Ashok Raina, chief ex* 
ecutive of the ITV and another jour¬ 
nalist turned-broadcaster, the re 
volution has yet to take off. 

Rama explained that out of the XOO 
private parties approached by the 
government, only came forward to 
actually set up video programme 
producing units like tns uwn. Accord* 
ing to him, both Brahmachari and 
DOW Jain are going ahead with their 
plans against the guidelines issued 
by (he government. This is became 
all 25 companies were restricted to 
purchase equipment from the Gu¬ 
jarat Communication Electronics Lir 
mited (CCEL). vrhkh in collabora- 
hon with Sony, manufactures video 
equipment. Orders for importing 
sophisticated machinery from 
abroad are awaited. CompUicted 
ftaina. ‘‘Brahmachari obtained the 
licence to impi>rt duTY*free equip* 
menc under the garb of producing 
films on yoga, which have still not 
been aired. 1 wonder under what 
guise Jain has imported the equip¬ 
ment, for which we will be required 
to pay 200 per cent import duD’*" 


Independent Ventures 


WilJ privately made TV films r^ecl political sympothies? 


T he surgeon who created history a 
lew years ago by buying Menaka 
Gandhi's magaaine Surya, ia now 
starting a studio for producing televi¬ 
sion programmes. Dr J.K. Jain, a 
supporter of Rajmata Vijayraje Scin* 
die of Gwalior and Sardar Angre, the 
former prime minister of Gwalior 
state, is by his own admission associ¬ 
ated with the Rasbtriya Swayamse- 
vak Sangh <R$S). By purchasing 
Sxuy$ from the then Prime Mintsier's 
daughterin-law (Menaka Gandhi's 
troubles began with the Surya sale). 
Dr Jain, a successful medical practi¬ 
tioner, branched out into joernalism. 
Now. he is on the threshold of enter¬ 
ing the audiovisual media as well. 

Dr Jain, and his wife. Dr RaginI 
Jain, run a successful nursing lu^e 
in the capital's posh South Extension 
area. When N.T. Ramarao rushed to 
Delhi soon after his open heart 
surgery to protest against his uncon¬ 
stitutional dismissal, he stayed in Dr. 
Jain’s nursing home and drove to the 
Rashirapati Bhavan In an ambulance 
ul the Jain Medical Centre. Any new 
venture by Dr J.K. Jain, therefore, 
arouses Interest. 

Dourdarshan's decision to allow 
100 private parties to produce TV 
programmes has prompted Dr Jain lo 
jump into the fray. His studio is 
located in, tne Scindia villa—a 
sprawling SO acra complex off Cha- 
nakyaputi. Tha owner of the premis* 
es is ^e Rajmata of Gwalior, a 
vice*president of tha Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party. 

What are Dr Jain's reasons for 
setting up such a studio? He ex¬ 
plained that he wanted to introduce 
audio-visual technology io the field 
of medicine. In the studio, now near¬ 
ing completion, he will produce TV 
and video films on education and 
medicine, to be telecast over Door- 
darshan and later sold abroad. "Af¬ 
ter some time, we can shift our 
attention to making entertainment 
films,” Dr Jain adM. 

The construction of Dr Jain's stu¬ 
dio ha» been kept a secret and visi¬ 
tors, even on request, are not allowed 
in. In fact, even Madhavrao Scindia. 
the minister of suta for railways and 
tha estranged son of the Rajmata was 
unaware that a studio was being set 
up in the SdndU Villa. ”1 chough the 
place was being used for making 
pottery and cenuaics.” he Mid ex- 
prtcfini surprise. (The Gwalior Pot- 


teries are located in the Scindia 
Villa). 

The studio, which will produce 
films for the **Medical Television 
Company" (the name was suggested 
by Dr Jam) has. according lo Dr Jain, 
bMn set up at a cost of Rs $0 lakhs 
Though tile studio was to be inaugu* 
rated on 26 January this year, he now 
hopes IO commence production in 
early March. "Depending upon (be 
success of the films and the useful* 
ness of such films in India and 
abroad. T will decide on the future 
utility of the studio,” be said. 


The decision to allow the private 
sector into an area which has always 
been considered the preserve of the 
government has created a great deal 
of controversy. The first person who 
was granted permission to set up a 
sophisticated ielevi»on studio was 
Dhirendra Brahmachari. Though 
Brahmachari had received a go* 
ahead to produce TV and video films 
on yogie research, it is widely known 
that the popular serial Htrin Log 
telecast thrice ev^ week uo ^4me 
time, is being produced at 
Brabmachah studios at Silokera near 
Gurgaon. 

It appears that the Doordarshan 
authorities have no control over the 
kind of progfiagtes being produced 
by private companies. Tb^ is thus a 
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na Mohaoimed Burhanuddin are 
more powerful chan Jew. The refor* 
mis(s have been compiaming of coer¬ 
cion by the priesthood culminating 
often in social boycott of the refor¬ 
mists; in 1979. a commission headed 
by Mr Narendra Nathwanu then a 
MH. had effectively brought out the 
woes of the Bohras. But thus far no 
protection has been given to refor* 
mists against the pernicious weapon 
of social sanctions. 

“Social boycott is even worse than 
uniouchabiljty," Kaid F.npneer. No¬ 
body iv barred from talking to an 
uniQuchabJe but among our people a 
person victimised with haraar (social 
b<»ycoti) would be barred even from 
talking to his near and dear oneSi" he 
added. 

The fifth conference celled upon 
newly elected members of Parlia¬ 
ment end U'gisiaiiir'is in Maharash¬ 
tra. Guiarat, M.slhya Pradesh. 
Andhra Pradesh. kejaMhan and 
West Bengal to unanimously udi^pi u 
legislation against the inhuman pi'iu,- 
tice of social boycott <till being free¬ 
ly practised by the orthnduk clergy to 
]>ersecute the reformists The refor¬ 
mists also wanted an account uf all 
Bohm proper! les and incomes. It said 
that in addition to ekiracting crores 
of rupees from the community every 
year through levies, the priesthood 
I was also busy bringing ail charitijble 
^ jiroperty belnnging to the lomtnunily 
under its absnluiv control Rcrcently, 
:ial )uMke, \ a number of such chan table prop- 
against erties in Bombay were either dis- 

ism. terror- posed of or converted into cummer- 
The oppres- j cial projects to line the pockets of a 
lergv nn the ■ few. The conference quoted the Dam 
ession of a I Bagh property and Safi high school 
1 oppresf.ion building as two such instances 
MKieiy. for Mr Engineer said that the struggle 
uf the state uf the reformist Bohras was a strug- 
w tolerated gle for change and not one against 
ters the religion. Our correspondent, who 
cumrnunily spoke (u a cruss-sectiun of the dele¬ 
ad Ing Patel gates, found that these were not 
Mrs Hernia- mere empty words but formed the 
.lal worker, cornerstone of the reformist move* 
rmist meet. ment. Said s young delegate from 
-fence were Madhya Pradesh. Asghar Ah, “We 
lideni Con* should intensify our efforts against 
poet Vma the nrthodok clergy even by under* 
idges V M taking sacrifices. If entry to a place 
Nathwani. of prayer is denied ur any other 
Governor injustice perpetrated we should ha 
i- C iJoray. prepare to enter these places and 
ooce every fight iujustlce at all costs.’* Said 
? crusade of Imran Ali, an advocate who is more 
igainst the than a hundred years old, “The refor- 
on their mists should take recourse to legal 
s nw more acticm so expose the misappropri*. 
It btsicaUy tions and other deeds of rhe clergy ” 

I of opinion All, who is known as Vakil Saheb of 
‘i" * among ihe Bohras, has been 

j fighting the oppression of the clergy 

rd by 8yed» since 1934, He had even presented 


A Struggle for Change 


The crusodo against the Syedno conlinues 


W ithout any musical accompani¬ 
ment. the voice sang softly m 
Gujarati, “Arne Ch»Ite Rahyon (We 
inarched on and on ^ as the audience 
in the auditorium at Ahmedabed's 
Premabhai Hall listened in hushed 
silence. There was no anger, no 
menace in the Words of the welcome 


If the Bohras came »n large num¬ 
bers there were alsn prominent non- 
Bohra cirisens from all over the coun¬ 
try to lend suppmt. The former Gu 
jarat chief minister. Babubhei Patel, 
summed up their altitude: “How can 
there be any question of not associai- 
ing with the reformist Bohra move* 


A dbcuishin derina • wnlnar m **W«a«n and Voulli 

song and yet ii ex;)re$sed and sum- irrni bet 
med up the quiet (jantihian lor is a 
determination ol the reformist move . religious 
metii in the Bohra cummunity. The ' for hum 
occasion was the fiisi session of the . rational 
fifth All World Dawuodi Bohra Con- pluitatioi 
Terence where a record number nf ' ism and ' 
bOd delegates came to show ihoir i vion perp 
determination to fight against the Bohras v 
authoritarianism of the clergy in the sectiwi o 
Bohra comoioniiy. of u secti 

author ita 

When the three-day conference or the ch 
was over, Asghar Ali Engineer, hon in our r 
Ol ary geiioral secretary of the confer high prie 
ence, lold Scnuay. “The Ahmedabad hud earl 
conference will go down in uur refer- and othei 
mist movement history as a land la Hegisi 
mark." For the first time, the refor- from got 
mists' biennial gathering passed off Also att« 
very peacelully ‘‘We had feared viu' Jinabhai 
lence but there was not even a de- gressdi 
Qionsiratiun masterminded against* Shankar 
the reformists by the priesthood.” farkundt 
Among the delegates who came to former 
Ahmedalmd were participants from Prabhude 
various centres n< the Bohra com- ' The coi 

munity in India who had come fur (he * twuyean 
first time. Alsn preserii were people ' the refoi 
who had journeyed from far-off | strangleh 
places in the UK, Sweden, Kuwait ; communn 
and Thailand. And what was more ' than half 
remarkuble wa^ chat mure than 300 aims at » 
of the delegates were women, and const 
rhe wurat sufferers of the oppression i society w 
of the priesthood. I ajc 4 i 


•UWUlY 10-11 Mm^ 
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his case in the privy council (before 
independence) in (be cause of refor 
mists. Mrs Zainex PoonaweU. a 
woman delegate, asserted that the 
reformists were on the ri^t path in 
opposing (he oppressive tactics of 
the priesthood. Reshidah, yet 
another woman delegate, said that 
all those who took part in reformist 
activities faced harassment from the 
orthodox elements but that would 
not deter her or her family. 

The conferencV adopted a five* 
.point programme of action to mteo. 
'gify its agitation. The programme 
lenvisages peaceful sutyagraha near 
(Badri Mahal in Bombay and near the 
places of the Syedna's representa¬ 
tives. the AmUs in other towns The 
reformists will also organise a peace¬ 
ful march in Delhi during a par 
liamentary session and organise 
boycott of payment of zakai. levies 
and other taxes imposed on the com¬ 
munity by (he clergy. 



What was the impact of the fifth 
lunferencf on (he Bohras them¬ 
selves? Replied Engineer. “Thai the 
conference took place without any 
incidenis of violence or even a de¬ 
monstration indicates thai the power 
of iniimidaiion of the clergy wat 
deireasing We have always had the 


latent support of more than HQ per 
cent of (he one million-strong Bohra 
community in the world. The Ahme- 
dabad conference has come as a 
morale*booster because it w<iuid en¬ 
courage many dormant supporiers to 
come out in the open against oppres¬ 
sion. Fear has been the key in ihe 
hands of the priests m maintaining 
their hold on the community. This 
fear has kept many people from 
speaking out We hope in ihe next 
conference many more would come 
and speak up against the clergy 
establishment.** 

No one seems to know when they 
will finally succeed against the 
oppression but ihc crusade appears 
•to he getting stronger with each 
passing year One dey it will become 
a whirlwind and uproot the stron- 
ghulds of religious authoritarianism. 
With this hope, the reformists march 
on and on. 

TUahar Btieft AM i edeaed 


ENERGY 


Power From The Sun 


Aircraft/imi pJons fo sdl non-convmitioiKil oacixv 

4 

The cost i ompiirv^ f«*\ ourahly with 
the cost of selling up a thermal 
power plant within (he country. 
According to the state electricity 
iMhirds, It costs unvihing Iteiween Rs 
IM to K> 190 cnirev fur pruvisKin (»f 
100 MW* id |Miwe> usmK the convun 
tiunul thermal p<'*rer plants. This 
compares well with the McDonnell 
svsiem which costs a little over Rs 
200 crures for ihe same amount of 
power “The overriding advantage is 
that the expenM' for the 'Stirling* 
(vi>e of power plant i« that there are 
no recurrent costs except for mainte¬ 
nance purposes.* said Mr Robert 
Powell, a member itf the McDonnell 
team. 

“A seven feel hy seven feet surtace 
of solar array could replace as much 
av 60 barrels of oil in terms of fuel 
use to generate the same amount of 
I electricity, with no jMllution effect.*' 
) Mr Robert Powell said This is one of 
(he reasons why thvre is su much 
interest in this typt> of technology 
While the nuclear and the thermal 
power systems are state-owned, the 
non-consentinnal energy systems are 
entirelv left with the private sector 
in the Dniied State's with the result 
that as much as 4.000 MW’^equivn 
lent ti) double the annual concump- 
liun of power in Tamil Nadu slate is 
being generated in Cubfomia alone 
by over 120 rson-convenuonal energy 
systems. Mr Powell informed. 


A group of high-powered execu¬ 
tives uf McDonnell Douglas, ihc 
top aircraft manufacturing firm, 
have arrived in India. Their mission 
not to persuade the Indian Airhti«> 
or Vayudoot to buy pas.cenger air* 
craft, but to sell, miereslingly. m a 
totally unrelated field, some nun- 
conventional energy devices. 

More specifically, the McDonnell 
Douglas team met officials of the 
newly set;up Department of Nim 
cunventiunal Energy Sources 
(DKES), the Rural Electrification 
Corporation and other public and 
private sector agencies trying to sell 
the “mini'grid** power generation 
concept using (he solar dish panel 
mounted Stirling engines developed 
after nearly 12 years of research. The 
research alone cost S() miUton dollars 
(Rs 4$ crores) in research funds. 

According to the McDonnell Doug¬ 
las officials who were m Madra.s to 
participate in a workshop on new 
technologies and strategies for ihe 
power sector, organiserl hy rhe Asso¬ 
ciation of Indian Engineering Indus¬ 
try AlEl (southern region), it costs 25 
million dollars (Rs 23 crures) to set 
up a complete facility to generate 
power equivalent uf twelve-and-a 
half megawatts (MW). This does not 
include the land cost necessary to set 
up the SOO-odd dish shaped suJar 
panels with their Stirling engines 
at the centre of each. 



McDonnell Duuglas had formed a 
joini venture wiih Uiiiied Stirling uf 
Sweden in 1983 to market Stirling 
engines and thermal electric sys 
terns. The cumpeny plan« in tap Indi¬ 
a's domestic market and ei^tahlish 
India as the base for the companyS 
iniemalinnel marketing strategies to 
penetrate the Souih-Easi Asian mar¬ 
kets. “Kighi now, I he re i.s enough 
demand for us to produce equipment 
capable of generating five MW of 
power li costs as much as Ks 40.000 
for one kilowatt (KW) uf power ior 
the usei which is defjniiely on the 
high side. However, once com mere in I 
pn>duaion on a large s^alc gets 
established, the ciists could be 
brought down lo as little as Ks 
2(>.(X)0.“ Mr Powell added 

Even at I his level, the energy could 
be costing foui times t*it* convention¬ 
al form of energy for the Indian user, 
“This Tvpe of comparison could ai 
best he a misnnmer. We have to see 
the long-term benefits of such an 
energy programme rather than ev¬ 
aluate the economies at the initial 
stage Itself. li is the question of 
availability of power. " says K. Bala 
gangddharan, a member of AlKl. 
According to him. in Tamil Nadu 
alone, as much as 30 per cent of ihe 
total power sup pi v is absorbed by a 
million small pumpsets of five horse 
power and less. “Ii < thisi^ource (hai 
could be supplied with such a non- 
conventional form of energy. The 
conventional powei supply io this 
sector is replete with huge iransmis- 
«ion losses and high uncertainties.** 
he added. 
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AGENTS SELLER S 
IS PRIZES GUARANTEED 
IN A BLOCK OF 100 TICKETS 


Special Attraction for Sellers. 
S0% Sellen Bonus on 9th PRIZE. 

Buy your Ticket TODAY. 
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VIMALlOrmiVAdSNCV 

12 Srcn«i Srmee SOeet 
vevhoCeiQny 
Madras 16 


SANLAY ACOKY (P) LTD. 
r-n. IhMAl SMh MMI. 

New DetZlIO C01 nm 1 111771 
















NEWS 



Headache? 


RAJASTHAN 

Caste War? 


What made DSPBhotti shoot Man Singh? ‘ 

W as the Deet incident an outcome of caste rivalry^ ; 

n)e general feeling is that Kah n Singh BhatiMhe f 
Rajput deputy superintendent of police (DSP) of Deeg | 
killed Raja Man Singh since he was a Jat. But. in fact, u < 
has little to do with the Jat*Rajpur conflict. People \ 
relate this incident with the one which took place in | 
Ajmer a couple of yeirs beck.MxBhatti was DSP, Ajmer, j 
at that time. After a feud between two groups of college 
students, some Jat students complained to the police i 
that their lives were in danger. 

The day this complaint |was lodged. Pradeep 
Chaudhary, a Jat student, wea murdered. The Jat 
students launched an agitation in various parts of the 
arate, especially in A^mer district, demanding the erre5t 
of KahnSin^ Bhati. They alleged that Bhatttwas re* 
sponsible for the murder since he took no steps to 
protect Pradeep Chaudhary inspire of being aware of the 
danger to his life and a formal complaint Subse<juenrlv 
the DSP was recalled from the district and sent u» ilu | 
police lines. 

A senior police official told Sumoav that Kahn Singh 
Bhatti is an officer who is easily drawn into controversies. 
While he was posted at Jaipur, a Sindhi died of a heart ' 


dr m 


^ I' 

^ ! I The one solution 


ANACIN 

Trust its extra 
pain reiieving power 


w 


Riodng b Pw g ■fto r IW DSP ihoi Mao Sh^ _ 

attack when the police were trying to arrest him. It is 
alleged (hat (he Sindhi died because of Bhatti'snegli 
gence Similarly a few years ago, it was alleged that he i 
was responsible for (he burning of the Guru Granth ! 
Sahib in Raisingh Ntgar. He was (hen suspended and 
kept away from active service for over a year. 

In April last year, a woman was raped by two police 
consublea in Kotpucli which led to tremendous resent¬ 
ment in Jaipur and Alwat districts. When the district 
administration in Alwar sent an SOS for more police 
forces to contain the agitation, the services of K«inSingh 
Uiatti were ^$o placed at its disposal. Bhattiwas made 
incharge of the Khairthal area where he waied more i 
problems ^ reso^ng (o uncalled for firings. 

In Deeg too, hb used more force than whai was . 
required, A police officer rightly said that for 24 hours { 

' after the state helicopter was damaged by Raja Man 
Singh.Bhatti sat in the Kotwali like a cowwd. At present. 
Kan Singh is under suspension and a CBl inquiry has 
been insiicuted to find out the truih. The state g<»vera 
mem has aUo ordered a judicUl iaqu^ het^ by 
Justice V.B. Glani of the Madhya Pradesh Court. , 


Anacin conlains more Of the pain reliever 
doctorg the world over recommend 

Effective for the aches and pains of colds 
and flu. headache, toothache, backache 
and muscular pain 

Trust only Anacin. 

Now in a protective foii pack 
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Getting together. 

To bridge the generator gap! 


Wher^ two weiP-known names come to 9 echer, 

its elweys big news 

When the names are and Vamaha 

end the products are generator sets. 

the news is nochnc short of e(ect^l^ylng 

Birla and Yamaha ^ih giants n their own nghi 

Birla. A pioneer and a leader m so many 

differentfields 

And Yamaha A name that s synonymods with 
technical excellence die world ove^ 

Excellence in producth ranging from motor bAes 
to generator sets 

BiHa*Yamaha mII make light ef power 
proMtfflf everywhere 

Take power shot'cage areas 
Even when there’s darkness «dl arix/Kl. 
there can be hghtin yoir house with Bfria-Yanidha 
II you re m a oower*suf Icicni area, you can 
now have power you rari take along with you. 
wherever you will in a nxibilK van, for instance 
Of course wherertopoweris8vs»iabic seal, 
our. in the wilds wr«rf no decU ic pole has ever 
been Sighted. Girla-Yamaha wtii bring kghi 
Atiasd 

This is the end of the Dark Agee 

Every time power fails, you are made 
dramatically aware of the signthcwice 
of something you ve taken lor gi dnled all your life 

You face the hottest Indidri summer vi 20 years ' 
without even a Ian tu come to your aid ^ 

Or you’re a shop owner who lias come face to 
face With the unpleasant fact that no power 
can rnean no business, at peak fe'>tival time. 
it's a lot worse in an operating theatre 
where the cost of power faik^re is as dear 
as life Itself 

Well, now things are gomg to be different 
Thenks to &r(a-Yamal ^ 

Enter the LittJe Genie 
Sirta-Yamaha generators will certainly help 
bring some of the magic back to kfe 
Aporopnately. weVe called our generator 
the Little Genie At the turn of a switch it 
puts power at your command When you 
want It. where you want It. 


BIRLAYAMAHA LIMITED 

ttt Floor. Dalamal House. NanrnanPonc. Bombay 400 021 

Bringing the Little Genie into your life. 


These generator sets with outputs ranging 
from 0 5 to 4 KVA are ideal for homos, 
chmes. shops, petrol pumpu banks, offices, 
video parlours, outdoor fiim/video shooting units, 
defence camps, mobile vans, almost anywhere 
Putting gutllty and strvica tegather 
Wilhthe Little Genie, compact, fuel-efficient 
generators will be available tor the first time 
viindia 

LitUe Cenie generator sets will be made to 
the same standards that have Yamafin 
generators apart on interuduonai scene 

Now you can get Yamafia quality nglii U.nj 
atliome Actually, you get a lot more tl^an 
mternauofiai quality You get Uie confidence 
of spares being avaiiabke at any tine 
You get tfw advantage of efficient, sni\ite 
thais (dwaysonhand wiien ynu iHjod a 

Leave it to Birla-Vamaho 

Yes Biria -Yamaha rs here to tackle ufie of 
the larger problems that you are faced with today 
Because while eiectixity is one of ti>e biggest 
boons of modem life, it hab aisu spoilt us 
a kttle We fmd it diffcuic to kve witfiout it 
Even for a few hours 
Well now there IS a standby Prom the 
manufacturers who stand by their product 
Birld'Yarraha 

It’s gomg to be a bnght future ahead tor a^i of us 













Worid-class quality 
that’s so eaay 
to maintain 
—even at home! 


SOMA 
METAL 
FITTINGS 



Predsioo 
^ngineerao to 
save you trouble; 
' ensure smooth 
^ perfontiasKC 
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SOMA Specialities 

Attractive, easy grip handles in chromium 
- all interchangeable 

Choice of Elegant and Heavy^Juty models 

Easy maintenance 
- at your fingertips 

Always keep a replacenient caitridge 
handy - it s available wherever you iHJy 
SOMA fittings- Should your tap 
malfunction> simplv unscrew the top, ease 
out the cartridge, ^ip in the refill and 
secure the top. 



SDMA PLUMBINO 
FIXTURES UMim 
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w in » 

HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE 

M M }NciCrow9Uct.cseetts 700001. noa 



VARIETY/Science 


The French Love Soft Drinke 

C hronic alcoholics in 
our country should 
take a cuf from the 
French! their consumption 
of liquor is on the Avane. 

Instead, more and more 
people in Prance are re* 
sorting to soft drinks like 
lemonade, cola and bit¬ 
ters. In u country where 
wine holds a pride of place, this piece of news is rather 
startling. Those between the afes of IS apd ZS years 
make up the main pan uf soft*drink buyers. For inst* 
ance, consumption of fruit juice went up by ^1.5 per cent 
between 1980 and 1^81 and is continuing to grow. Sugar 
is the main ingredient of these drinks. Contrary to what 
one notices in different countnes, particularly in the 
Umted States, in Prance, the only permitted sweetener 
is sugar (saccharose). 


Spraying Pests with Virus 

F or the first time, scientists in Britain have developed 
a safe and effective way of controlling pests by 
staying affected sites with a commercially produced 
virus agent. Its advantage is that it is an effective 
alternative to chemical agenti and is also pol]ution*free. 
According to Prof. Glen Schaefer of the Cranfield 
Institute of Technology in eastern England, where much 
of the research has been carried out, the secret of the 
new method is to see that the virus agent is used against 
a particular pest in its larval form. Successful trials hava 
b^n carried out in Scotland for a thrae*year period 
against the Pine Beauty moth whose larvae eat the new 
buds of the trees. 


Sharks: Slow, Clumsy Fish 

F or those of you who 
have seen films like 
Jaws or the like, the image 
of the shark must be quite 
repelling! big, swift, 
dangerous killers. But the 
acti^ picture Is different: 
they are big. slow, clumsy 
fishes. This is the view put 
forward by John 
ker. director of tbe Sieinhart Aquarium at the California 
Academy of Sciences in Golden Gate Park, San Francis* 
CO, who recently studied sharks off Australia. McCosker 
also found out that the speed of sharks wa« less than 
three miles an hour. 

CoiMne Can Prove Addictive 

C odeine, a drug used iq compounds to treat coughs, 
can prove addictive. According to Prof. Hermann 
Roth of Tubingen. West Germany, coddine could be 
convened into morphium in the body by a procesi 
known as biotransfonoation; hence, an increasing num* 
ber of teenagen are resorting to the drug. Up to 40 per 
cent of codeine, he said, could he tranifonned into 
morphium in the body. 



UnHlled passbooks, 
unpaid premia 
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PUNI’l: On IS Fcbniury the Pe5h«v« 
purk l>«Tv witncs.$ed a unique »pecce« 
cle' tho “wedding" of three p4jr» ol 
ripufK. A pjndit chanted m^nint to 
>>\nna\ (he ceremonv of the timers and 
tiftros!ie<< christvnvd Amur. Akbor and 
Arirhtwv and Canna. Laxmi and Ruk- 
mini reiipeciively The four-und e haJT 
year old tlKer^ and the twg and a haJr 
vear old weswes lolJed in their “brid 
ar* chumbers ublmoun <»f the scene 
outside. The bn«i of the functior^the 
municipal commissioner Mr Arun Bon 
Kirwar—was unwittingly prevented 
from reaching the spot by the milling 
crowds. The “wedding'’ was organised 
hy the monictpal corporation an lU 
I anniversary to create an awareness 
among the people about the necessity 
lu pie.>terve wildlife. A remarkable 
visitor to the function was un elephant 
with a mahoui atop It stood majesth 
cally ill the cmrance of the park, 
greeting ihu people—The T/m« of 
fndio iS. Kdinnt’ikhup, Bom bay i 

MaDI'RAI: Television viewers in 
, Madurai have gone back to rhe days of 
silriit movie.s with the failure in the 
audio system since 14 hebruary. The 
television programmes seen here are 
those telecast by the Delhi Doordar- 
shan on the national book-up and 
relayed by the Kodaik'anal Relay Cen 
tre The audio failure was caused by a 
minor repair in the relay equipment at 
Kodaikanal—The Hindu (Waheed 
Khun Bawadiwale. Huhlii 

HtJMBA^ ' Bus conductors, bv the very 
nature of ilieir job, have lo deal with 
very trkkv situations sometimes Like 
the one m a 6 Ltd bus to Colaba 
recently. Six women who -^riled mto 
the from seats of the bus at V. T told 
the conductor in no uncertain terms 
that they did not intend paying their 
fare to Hutatma Chowit They were 


iojnjtig a mi»rcha at the chowk fur 
more wages and could nut iiffurd tick- 
els, they luld him. The conductor did 
g not lose hi» «xioi. He eiplained to them 
I patiently that they would probably noi 
' mind spending time arguing with him 
o i>r his superiors if he divened the bus 
I to a depot, but mher commuters would 
^ lie iiHunvenienLed. Besides, cf a ticket 
V inspector caught them without tickets, 
his job would be in jeupardv. “If you 
have en(»ugh money among v»u to hvv 
tickets, please buy them. Alter that 1 
will donate Rs lU for your caU'S' from 
my wallet,** he told them, altering 
them a ien*rupee note Thai did the 
trick. The chastened group bnugJii 
tickets and decliru'd to accept the 
dunaiion, despite ihw conducUH s m 
sisience—The Timet of fnd/a i Urmila 
Dtingrv, Bom ha V) 

I 

BASTI: Candidates in Basil district of ' 
Uttar Pradesh are not asking for votes 
atone but also for a kilogram of flour. 
In the Khalilabad reserv^ consiiiuen* 
cy. the Bharatiya Janata Party candi* 
date, Mr Shiram Chauhan, goes from 
door to door not requesting for votes 
alone but also for a kilogram of flour, 
Hereturns with the entire collection to 
I hts office from new localities every 
day. Mr Chauhan said that he collects 
flour to provide meals to his party 
workers engaged in his eleciioR cam 
pajgn<—f/idjan Eapress (R. C. Coyal, 
Solan) 


MADRAS: Ever heard of a public 
lelephone from where you can make 
free calls? Such a phone exists in the 
city end that too at the GPQ. thanks to 
the laxity on the part of the telephones 
department. The department person, 
nel have not bothered to collect the SO 
peise coins from the phoneys com 
chamber for days together. The result; 
It is $0 full of coins that the direct line 
has been kept open. All one now has to 
do IS lift the receiver, dial the number 
and start the conversation. Don’t 
bother to insert any SO P coin; you jusi 
can’t anyway—Indian Exprets fAli 
Akhar Teherally, Madras) 

WARANGALr Pools rush in where 
angeU fear to tread: this was ri^tly 
proved by a drunken rickshawpuiler 
who had resorted to the foolbar^actof 

grabbing « crawling snaka and eating 
it bit by bit when many stepped back 
in fear on seeing it near a toddy shop. 
Benumbed by an overdose of toddy, he 
bepn swallowing the snake which was 
writhing ia his hand and followed it up 
with mora ale. No sooner had be 
finished eating than be turned blue 
and swooned—/odiea Express (G. Pra- 
doth. Bangalore) I 


Without Comment 

Pride and self-respect will be 
(here when one stands on one’s 
' own legs and not when one runs 
after overdrafts—Rajiv Gandhi, 
ridiculing the talk of self-respect, 
the main plank on which NTR 
won in 1983 

A Rajiv Gandhi can only be chal¬ 
lenged by another Rajiv Gandhi. 
If there is none such at present, 
he will have to be created—M.V. 
Kamath in Surye India 

If you support Rajiv Gandhi then 
you must vote fur Janata and 
Ramakrishna Hegde—Vinod 
Mehta m The Sunday Observer 

Since when have Congress minis* 
ters started ounlng "moral re- 
sponsibiliiy" for the sins of their 
subordinates?—L.K. Advani, on 
Shiv Charan Mathur’s resigna* 
tioh, in The rimes of India 



I was providing escapism to the 
and now I have to fight 
gainst the very reasons for which 
I was providing the escapism— 
Amitahb Bachchan in The Olus- 
I trated Weekly of India 

We are not usurpers—Gen Zia-ul 
Haq, quoted in TTie Telegraph 

We will fight for the competence 
of Indians. They’ve democistraied 
“*(^«nce. They’re iu ilie space 
age. They’re in the nuclear age. 
^ey’re very capable pet^le— 
Watren Anderson, Union Carbide 
chairman, quoted in The Tele¬ 
graph 

Wien the public votes a Rajiv 
k^flhj Co power you accept it. 
But when the same popuUtiun 
atippons Htmi Mil ini or Ami- 
tabb Becheban, you look down 
wn,their cboice-Maheab Bbatt 
at Fumfate 
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Bwnbay Calcutta New Delhi 
MadTM Vtaakiiapatnam 
Merchant SanklnQ Dhialon Bombay 
The Britkah Bank of the NWdie Caat Bombay 
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or a bank 
that takes pride 
in promptness. 

The choice is entirely yours. 

You can continue to put up 
with the laxity arxl the lapses, 
balancing your passbook yourself 
and reminding your bank 
every month about standing 
Instructions. 

Or you can find a bank that 
treats you the way a bank should. 
With a little courtesy. 

A little attention. 

And a little enthusiasm. 

At hongkongfiankyou will find 
all three In plenty. What you 
won't find Is the aloofness 
that some people seem to read 
Into an international name. 

Walk into our nearest branch. 
Look around and see the di^ererKe 
for yourself. 

And make your choice. 


HongkongBank 

Th« Hongkong dnd Shanghai Banking Corporallon 


Because your money deserves 
a little more respect. 





VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING lOMAflCH IBdSGY AMRITLAL 


ARIES dSAprtl—14 Mtyf Tlv$ 
IS a wsek of lo^unes 
On (he f»nene4( ftoni you 
mi0h[ Sutler leverses The 
Oofresdc Iron! will sM lo 
youi wcfries One cri yo*ir close relatives 
may SLTddenly fail sick eoamg lo your 
Imencial burden However, things look 
bright on the prolessior^al front This is also 
I a favourable period for ihose in love eno 
I intending to get marneo Watch your 
I health 

. QeM dads: 10. n and ^2 

Ludiv numbtn: i ^ and 4 
Fiveunbia dirMtloe: South 


TAURUS |15 Jenel 

The stars lorereti a DteaH 
oenod for lit ofVou Enemies 
Will be active during (tvs 
phase end one of yout clcso 
Iriendn will be working to embarrass you 
I The f :onomic from is equally dishearten* 
, mg a> id yvKi may have (0 borrow money to 
I tide over ihrs period Your health wm 
steadily dotenorate lovers are advised to 
I avoid adventurous plans. Take care of your 
' diet 

' deed dtlat: 14. is and 1S 
Lucky mimDers: 3. S and 7 
Favourable direction: Nonh.eaii 


LEO (16 AeQttfi—ll leplam- 
Mr) Ties is an exiremety 
hrcky phase foe lovers, you 
can go eheed wdh rnarrage 
plans. FinanoaHy this is a 
bright period ar>d some ol you may even 
gem money or propehy through an unea- 
pected source. Friends ar>d relatives vnB 
prove very* hefpful Ousmessmen artd pro- 
(essionals will mahe steady i*nadway 
Those above ihe age of as snouM keep a 
vtgilam eye on then health and diei 
Boed iain; ii. 12 and 14 
Lecky I—Birr ?. 4 and 6 
FtvoeraHe dhecSee: Routh*we« 


VIH60 (16 Seplenbtr—14 
OOMer) 1 his week oomes w 
problems wd keep you occu* 
pied bui do noi negied your 
work Oo noi lake hesiy doer 
siona regarding your career Businessmen 
should be wvy of deception However, ihe 
penod It (avourabie for love and mair>mo* 
mai negolialions The Imanciai prospects 
are alto bright bui do r>o( be eiiiavegam 
Yput heMh wis improve maikediy durvig 
:h« phase. 

Good ielH' 12. i3 and i$ 

Lstty Mbert; 7. a and 9 
Faveerabla dlrtcdee: North west 






GEMINI (16 JtMie—14 ielyl 
Tf^is week you wiii get an 
hF V opporiuniiy lo Change you* 
y fj career do noi lake hasty 

dscisfons and consuH your 
elders before (inaiising piar>s. Your financial 
prosoecis look bnght The domestic front 
will also remain mspirmg This is the 
oppo'lune lime lo .j^rry out rnarriage nego- 
, tiat'ons A leitet will bring good tidmgs. 
However, do noi oversirem yoursert 
Good dalfti: 12 13 cind M 
Uicky nembirs: 2 3 and 6 
fsrouriblt dirtclldn: West 


LUNA (16 Oclebtr—14 
MMVAMr) A week ol mixed 
fortunes i«s ehead oi you 
The domestic Iront will <*.on* 
imue 10 bother you rt«nds 
and relaiives will be workng lo embarrass 
you On tho prolO Ds ional Ironl you may 
come ft for severe cniicism bom your 
employers Busmessmen loo ww uaw 
through rPTlieun tvnes However, rhis is an 
<deai erne to gel mamed 
Good dales: 10 12 and 14 
Lucky Asmbers: 2 3 ar<d 4 
FavMrsble dlreettea: North 



I 



B CANCER (16 July—14 AegusI) 
Proiessioriais are advised ic 
be lactful while dealing wilh 
the I superiors Bus,ness- 
tnen (00 should be caui ous 
iM iheir dealinps wilh customers FinanciaAv 
this rs not 3 good week and you rrdy have 
to borrow money to tide over this pet’ud 
T(»B domestic honi will add 'o your worr es 
However, the i>«riod is favourable for 
courtship artd marnage niTgcuaLcns 
Good dates iri. ii ana i3 
locky mimbort 6. 6 and 7 
Favourable dlredlon: Cast 


L 


sconno (16 Nenmler— U 
Oftanber) Success in all 
your aciivmes is a surety for 
mo»t of you this week 
Businessmen wii beg lucra- 
irve coniracis wh>ie a promotion cannot be 
ruled out for those n governmeol service 
The dcvnesbc from wiH be a source o< 
nspiraloo The stars shme brighity on the 
economic front But do not oeg*ecr your 
health. 

Good dilet: I3. 14 and i& 

UKky awBMrs: 3. 8 and 9 
FavMfabii dltMMe: Wesi 



I 


I 


lAeinARIUI (18 OeeemMf^ 
14 Jmry) Financially, this ii 
a bieek period and may 
have to drew upon your sav¬ 
ings lo sea you through this 
phase However, this is an eicellar>t weak 
for those m love. The period is equaity 
favourable for those m service: you are 
uieJv to receive a transfer order. This is 
also a good uma for singers and performing 
artists Your health will show signs Of 
improvernant. 

Oaod dain: 11. 13 and 15 
iecky sumban: 2. 6 and 8 
F avwraWa dlradlae: South 


CAPRICONN (II JiMry-14 
Fabreaty) Rrospecta are 

bngrtt for businessmen ihii 
week lo npi hesitate to 
undertake risky ventures. 
Lovers will find ihsrr paranis in a comprom¬ 
ising mood Friends and relaiivas will keep 
yOu buay dunng the week-end. However, 
professionals will lind the going rough. 
Sludanii are advised to avail ol the oppor¬ 
tunities thai coma thsir way Watch your 
heikh closely 

Goad dslts: to, 12 and 13 
LiKty oembert: 4. 6 and 9 
PavMisbIa diraetton; Norih*aiat 


AQUARIUS (16 Ftbrvsffh'ld 
Marsh) There is good newa 
for those o( you who are 
unemployed a |ob is m the 
. Dfimg. Studants iniendmg lo 
go abroad for hgner studies win also 
benefit from ih»s kicky ptnod The domes¬ 
tic front will remain calm Your lintncial 
dialus will iinpiove soim« of you may even 
win a loRery Bui this e noi a favourable 
period for lovers 
Qaed daias: 13, 1b and 16 
Lucky numban: 1, 3 and 7 
Favwrabis dlmllae: South.wesi 


PISCES (16 MarM-14 Agiil) 

This IS a lucky week for pro 
lesstonals: chances of going 
abroad are brig hi. Busineea* 
men can materisiise expah* 
90TI plans If you have legal probkiins 
relating to prop^. the is the right time to 
settle It The domestic from will remain 
inspiring This is also a favourable phssa 
tor courtship. Those above the age of 4S 
should be cerarui about bialr health. 
Good datts; 10, IS and 16 
Leaky numban: 1. 5 and 8 
Favourable dkeettaa: Eesi 






Far iboea bam aa Iba lllb. 12tt ar Dtb el many tnaiHi; 

Most Of you are shon* lam lured by nature H you can curb your temper you win do web m bie. You have i commanding personality 
and can easily nfkjonce people Fr'thOs and reiainres >ook upon you for advice Mosi of you are aiao amoittous and you wilt do 
well if you lom poMiCi or ‘he admiOrsirarive services Women bern dunng ths penod ve sodebie by niiure ind they make gM 

housewives 
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VARIETY 


Chess 


QtflM of tiM month 
Th# tffm ’ortndmjttar dnw'. wtuch 
•Hu4m to th« oQicomo ol tM moatno o< 
two minOi oommo<Or IridItOMM lowimt 
cembn fhouW b* dMnguithoO hem t 
Orvw bftwuft onndmMtar*. Indeed «f one 
^er hH the eppenunlty to exemine the 
Qimee from • teumemeni buMetin m 
depth, n will qokidv beoome eleer thee 
•ome of the meet interietino end iihinv' 
netlne ideee ere buned in meie ail too 
duiclw lofootten peeee troM«ee. I Qive a 
ivtdcel esample of eueh a M<ne. f<h in 
klOM end only locking a peihiva retuH 
Whhe Anoeieon Btoek* 4dofMn. Wljt 
ean Zee 1994. Queen’a lixNen Oewnee. 
1PMVIb-Oh4 29-094 P-OM 
IN-U 9-M 4PMO H-KM 

9PL04 HP ftPi^ 

TpLQfkl 

Tbie move le held to give Whhe an edge, 
threetenlng m It dcee P-Q6 wiihool 
ailowtfiQ the counter. . 9-NI lleck muaa 
commit himeeif premaiureiv 
7.. P-Oi ll-MI 9JU 


(M]te 


■r w^m m 


(WMM 


• M htf tPPl^ OtAQMM 

Poemg probtena. M to. Pi9ll9-N(* 
or 10. . BePtt NxB(hN12 0-h4* wnh 


d ieco»Ti«e<i m either eeae. Ador)en hnde e 
tf^emie end whePy unexpected aokrtlon 
to ha OrffteulMe. 

to... p-m itPi^ prp 

129-94 W<9ll 19 HP* IC-R1 

Suddenly While la In a quenderv with two 
exire pawna and a toRenne poolMn. To 
nek l/%06 H-4a 16 HN* 16 HP 
fMO follewed bv . . . N-W would ba 
inaana. ao rnaiahat muai be returned. 
14e.« Ni^ 1IMM 9iM 

199-09 


A eerwioie deotion loremg e drew 
i^ainal two eueh blehepa White’s lenWn' 
ing evira pewri offe m no real proepeda of 
iiiceaaa wh^le oWiterelior might kirt 
round any comer. 

19. . 9iM 179A ^ 

liM tdl 19 94U QeO 

29taQ 9-tt 21P-094II-01 

HfWI* Orawegreed. 

4a entarpneing and Inarruct^a miniaiufe. 

MlCtSAEL ST£AN 


drew 


Bridge 


If It la noi 100 early m the morMfig. aee 
hew you wowki have fared with thte nend: 

Oeeter South OanwaH 

t j 1019 

93 

J k 107 
AKQ4 


7 led 


AK099 

AQ4 


t J 104 

3 


A feirly optlmlellc coalen might go: 
Sovfh Menh 

14 ^11 

2NT 44 

04121 No 

(1) A trine under etrength tor a torea, 
aecording to rradgm ideee. NoHh piene a 
datevedgeme reiae 
12 ) Seneibia enoughl 
Wtoet tadM a hMit and you edn wfth the 


ace. Trumpe (efl mi two roMAda. You eeeh 
'M dueen of hoena end ruff e heart, on 
wtotn Oeat d4cerda e dtomortf. On the 
tounti round of dube 6eet again ahowe 
out. You ruff end new heve lo tsH a wew 
in dlementfa, heading J I oppoeHa K10 7. 

Wed. n won't be e good «rlew( The peM 
•t Chet (eat hea turned up tMtfi pncieely 
two apedee. (we heeAi end three ehibe. So 
he muit hold *V the dwmonda. The hill 
hand wee; 


m' 


7 2 
'K10 
AO9032 
> 1010 


* J 1019 
93 

♦ K 107 
4AK04 

* 64 M 4 7 2 

j_M7Sj v» E 

^J97i3 * 41010 

4AKQg9 
4A04 

ti*'* 

All you had le do > you were eouniing 
- wee enother diamond on the 

tounh eh4 krtewing thel Weei would then 
be toned to give you i rwfhend<dlceerd 

My book The EepeR Oemo, a atrong 
runner tor 30 yeert. le pubiiahed tor th* 
firei tfmp In pepertecfc (Robert Hala. 
0.961 


veer*. 0 pubiianed ror tn* 
peperbeefc (Robert Hala. 


TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


QUeiTIONI 

I .How tt poly (cpUuloa* nlrtto) moro 
eommofily Know* 99? 

2. Thg work on tfw QutP Miner m DpHth 
wta bepun during Iht reign of Quibuddin 
Albik. Who finally comptoted tha menu* 
mant? 

3. Hem* the Letln Amencan oovefiat 
who won the Nobel Rrixt for iiierahj^tor 
Ml book A HMnO Yuf$ Of Softtudo^ 

4. When did All Indie Redto begin the 
Vlvldh6herett99ivlc#? 

5. Whet la Siygioprioeii ih# toar of? 

9. What do the loitotWig have in 

mon: Farmer. Rahbad. Ftogger. FoiAat. 
«nd Fulcrum? 

7. What to me name given to the emgto 


c o rtm ent wtoh axiaied on earth around 
200 mtRion 9.C.. betore It broke up lo 
torm the preeent cononeno? 

6. Reach Ax the 5Ky to e DtofFaph^' 
writlen by Paul BnckM about a tomous 
legtoaa who toughi m me Hole of 
Bntam durino World War II. Name torn. 

g. Saaomboef MffB* « the moet vrtfi* 

known fibn of which tomoua fton'eier? 

10. Running CommwMwy to the eulo* 
Caogrephy of which lop firlfleh ethMe? 

11. Where m Nora# mythotogy. do me 
goda We? 

12. WM * ecerotogy ? 

13. Which IndWi ertefcater to tocknemed 
Jimmy? 


Uieujeujy jepUKion Xt 
m io aok fo Apmt ata n 

•pjeeOev'U 
uojojoow PtAeg Qi 
eanoN AaipiH 6 
jepag aaiOnoQ g 
aeeOuad i 

a-QVi 4{ pue 'gz-EHN 4 

leqibd a'Qm ' iZ-W* 4 PbR 

NWd ‘91*0*^ 6 ieoue^ UtrOJto jaMOg 
uftotnu aauiau epoo iia tit Aam g 
W io itw am X 
*4S9k toqmo t f 
renbityi aoiao lauqiE) X 
uaiiLtfuii joaaeaona iik X 

Pibirwaoi 

n3MINV 


1^*1 MUW illft 





'‘The utmost economy has to be 
exercised in the use of petrol, petroleum 
and diesel products. 

Energy Audit should become 
an annual feature of the activities ot all 
major Industrial enterprises.'* 

Conservation. Is it time to legislate? 







We werd warried thai $ev«;rai species u( wtdWe w>xiici 
soon become eximci Bui civiii^dlion did not huen We 
were wd'rM»(t about dcioresutior but wo sf« cul ireos Wi‘ 
were warned ot ih9 dar^gefs ol a» and waict poAutttr Uui 
C^'iiualiori clicln'l listen 

Th* Pan<la and a drop ol oH 

Tno iNusirot<or m this aoveftrsemeni presents a Gent 
Panda cupping a drop ol oti An animal airrioai oxlmct 
saved because mankind came to ns senses almost too 
late, reminding us about sumcrhing else that is nn ss way 
to extinction 

Legislation was the only way martkmd could satoguaro 
wildlile and preveni defofesiaiion artf poiu'if<o 

Is the same necessary tor pelroluum’^ is ii loo eaiSi'' 
Or IS It already too laie^ 

A champlOA for consarvaHon 

You ra probably wendoimg who made ihe slafctrvxii m 
inverted commas, on tno left it was niade by our laiu 
PrirT>e Mmistor. Indira QoncJtw on Ortober I im 1?W0 wnt n 
she handed Over Irvlia's first two irxsoorwus oHshoio ori 
piaiforms She was a great believer m cnnservaimn and 
she never lost a moment to remmd us ihai ( is a 
corncrsione in any eneigy programme 

What la 'Erwray Audll*' 

Erycrgy Aud t js sane and ryouessaiy ii is not a step 
back hut a lomcei step lorward wnai a unobes is inat we 
should use fuel dficieniiy And ic makr* sure wc do this 
we have to mlortn our consumer, uur couniry ai4 ihe 
wodd how rnuch energy was used lo make something o 
to carry out a process 

In Japan, for instance €r>argy Audit has Oocii ri 
practiso lor years YOU can turn over a cup and sauciv m 
Japan and lind out how many units oi ♦*ncrgv were used 
to produce ittem 

Time fs running out lor peiroleum 

Every yoai Rs 600 croresaru losi because Ol 
carelessness or' taken* for* granted' wastage m the use of 
petroleum . pr irol, d eset. Kerosene cookmg gas atirt 
fuel Oils 

Is n time to legislate againsi Ihrs wastage^ Or shexM 
wa wsjP Just hku we wailed with the Giant Parxia or otx 
lush green lorests Give i< a Ihoughi 

Let’s give our scientists e lighting chance 

All over the worW work is on io tind new soucce of 
energy and to make rertewabie soirees of energy viable 
on a (Tiass scale. This k'no of etlon. however, takes txrm 
If wa work ai cooservat on and allow pei'c^um to Iasi 
30 years longer Ihc' transiiion lo a new sooice ctMd bo 
smooth. If we don i we may not have an energy source m 
between 

Thank You* 

PCRA warts to thank you for the eflons you have 
made to help pelroleum last longer Today are pmud 
of the tact iiWl logeihet we are saving Rs lOn crores per 
annum lor India bv following a few swripie lips arid 
guideltnes tor the efficient uniisafton ol petroleum u was 
only possible through (earn work. 

If you are not pert ol the tearp get m touch wiih us today 


□ 

I p c a a. 


Petroleum Conservation 
Research Association 

306 SritiM Bh.iwah. / Rniufidia n 
New QrMhi 110 006 


PCRA s a Governmonl sponsnred ixgan^ tloi dnd e 
•eprosentaiive ol Indn's j»Hro»oijm n* a'‘?a& 

rciaiod lu nnrexvvaiion 

PCRAStour inaiof cor«5crvation tn’y't'. v, it*'; 
irtQuSPial. A^fXikgial. OCfur^U: and Tran^j vtl a ' 

PCRA s servk»s an? lrr;e Savings aci v vsO by PCRA 
Ifxuugh coraorvaimn exceed Rs ICK) cror rs per snrium 


OH Isn’t going to last much longer. Use It iwllh iwisdom. 


TEASERS 


BV SHAMLU DUOe.lA ANU CHAMPAK BASU 


Cryptocross 



Blankagrams 


There AN explvnativn for the man\ beheviour, 
imMeJ hU friend. He the crr)wd and—to join it. 

When he came-he was suddenly ;(urrcmnded bv a 

itrmip of iivople who as good as cauglu him in 
’Tliou^ he siruegled he cuuld not escape, and finally the 
poliie picked him up. But he innocent. Idle curiosity 
was ibe^'-o-for his being hear the site of the crim^. 
not*-*** •. 

This is .1 progressive anagram. Add one letter ru the 
initial word Ull capitals) and rearrange thnse letters to 
fill the first blank Iheii add another letter to this word 
and rearrange lo fill the st'cond sec of blanks. And so on. 


Figure n Out 


Each number in the mam grid represents a letter. The 
same number always .stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a start, three letters have been given. Can vuu 
now substiiijic the rest to complete (he grid? 


Word Power 


fanfl 


i 


Can you boomerang right back in 6 steps? What vou 
have to do is to take the last three letters of each word 
and start a new word with them. Fiir example, if the first 
pester. It could have been follow'ed by 
TERMINAL, lu make .he path easier, we have given you 
the number of letters m each word to aet vou back (rufn 
BOOMERANG to BOOMERANG. Howew u® 
welcome to ignore these blanks and use different words. 


Here i$ an assortment of ntDtorbikes, bicycles and 
scooters Can you draw I straight lines lu divide the area 
up info six sections each cuncaining a motorbike, a 
hicvclv and a scooter? 

Blockbuster 

Fill in the tan letters given below to form eight 
l«)ur*letier words reading downwards. To help you out 
we have already placed two of these letters in the blank 
pvramid. 



ft.ET.EAUD.CAN 








IliAStiKS 



What’s in a Word 

Can you »ay whai these are? 

a) 9 Chinese can 

b) a can that covers you 
Cl a can in Panama 

d) a musical can 

e) a card playinA can 

f) a deep, deep ran. 


Quick Think 


1 





If A is supenmpusvd un B. wiM ii p^kIucv 1 or 2? 


Shape Sleuth 



J 


This odd shaped floor needs (o be covered completely 
with tiles. It will need 11 tiles ot eiauly the same shape 
and size. Can you work this out and cuver the area? 



i 

I t^ukk Think; 



I 




' Word power Tht* ten pairs ^re: Black l))le, chilly hot. drv 
ice. entirely broken, huly war. insuU !>^mnd<iry, jumbo 
prawns, truly false, war Aatnes, whiir chocolate. 

Model MiX'Up: 01 and UV can both lie read as roman 
numbers, as also MIX. 

WU Sharpener: Meenie Wadhwa dealt m object d'artK 
a«id lived m ibe cottage by the sea: Eeme Uptown, 
worked with stained glass and lived in a Hat and Mynah 
Osman embroidered and lived in a bungalow. 











I CMT 
S^AHO 

iT! 






g 



BATTALfON ueATOUASTERB OfOOfC *'HAT 
TMg A^eN 5MMP ALTgKNATB 5wOE$ EACM 
ANP TO MAKE $UA6 TH£V Ptp TKE 
MEM MAP TO LM TUEA BUOEB IM A 
CeKTAiN uJAv... I- 


c 


6CAMFA TOiP Mg $0MCTHM6 AEOUT I 
^suoELAcss And uioalp wax S J 



One my they via? to UlEAR TM6 

SHOES UMiCH HAO THE LACES CXOS5EP 
AnO TmE next pay they HAP TO WEAX 
THE SHOES uMiOH HAP THE lACH SOtNE 
STSAlSHT ACROSS 



HE SAiP AlLT>4E EHUSTEP men UERE 
iSSifEP TWO PMS.$ Of SHOES, BUT A lOT 
OF MEN WOKE ONLY ONE RAlR SO TUEV 
CPAP KEir THE OTHER UlR SHINEP AnP 
LOOx^NS N(C£ UNPSR TmEiR BONKS.. 


i 


m 


F/wT/^U 



SC* 1 EN('»: 


Wanted: A Potassium-rich Diet 


T ht* lulYM recommendations {or a 
heatihy diet; orange and 
grupefruii juice, bananas, melons, 
mushnioms. '•kimmed milk, potatoes 
niul nearly «iU vegetables. These 
biods are rich in potassium. Dr Louis 
1 oUian of the University of Minneso* 
la thinks that a lack of potassium 
damage* the arteries and is responsi¬ 
ble for the prevalence of heart dis* 
ease, stroke and kidney failure. 

Prehistoric peoples gut most of 
their food from roots, nuts and fruits, 
supplemented by (he occasional kill 
of game or fish. Their bodies became 
extremely efficient both at conServ* 
Ing sodium and getting rid of potas¬ 
sium. With the start of crop growing 
about IP.OOO years ago, diets became 
rich in sodnim and low in potassium. 

As evidence (hat hunter-gatherer 
societies subsisted on sodium-low. 
potashiumrich diets Dr Tobian 
points to (he high vegetable content 
of petrified human faecal matter 
discovered at prehistoric sites and to 
the diets of remaining pockets of 
Stone Age man—such as Amasonian 


Indians. Kung bushmen of the Kala¬ 
hari desert, African pygmies and 
Solomon Islanders. 

A relationship is also claimed be¬ 
tween specially low poias.siuni diets 
and susceptibility to hypertensive 
kidney failure and stroke. These dis¬ 
eases take a disproportionate toll on 
poor blacks in the south-east United 
States, who consume only about a 
sixth as much potassium as most 
Americans. 

Coincidence? Experiments on 
strains nf rats, which become 
hypertensive or stroke-prone when 
f^ amounts of salt comparable to 
those consumed by humans^ suggest 
not. Dr Tobian and his colleagues did 
nor find thar potassium reduces 
h|o<»d pressure, but that the ability of 
blood vessels to handle a given press¬ 
ure seems lo be enhaoced. 

In one experiment, some hypenen- 
sive rats were given extra poiasiium 
and some were not. After ten weeks, 
5S per cent of the non*supplemented 
rats were dead but only four per cent 
of the others. When survivors of both 


groups were killed, autopsies pro¬ 
duced further evidence of the protec¬ 
tive effect of puiassium. Extreme 
thickening of the artery walls-->a 
response to high blood pressure end 
a contributor to strokes end kidney 
failure—was apparent only in (he 
rats that had not received extra 
poiassivm. 

Dr Tobian told the American Heart 
Association's meeting in Monterey 
that prehistoric man typically got ten 
grams or one-third of an ounce of 
potassium supplements in his daily 
diet. Short of potassium supplements 
in pill or liquid form, which he does 
not advocate for the healthy, modem 
people cannot expect to do so well. 

Noiieilie]«>»s. he believes ihet a 
worthwhile five grams a day can just 
be attained by prudent eating. Two 
notes of caution. Processed tomato 
juice, while rich in poiassiuoL is too 
heavily salted to be a good bet. And 
potatoes should be baked. Their 
potassium leaches out into ihe water 
if they are boiled- 























VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


became involved with 
many people thereafter 
but her affair with the 
hendsome Pikistenl 
cricketer Imnn JChen hit 
the betdlinee. There were 
telks of the two get tutg 
married but everything 
f Itiled out iloieat a» eoon 
ai it had itirted. Just 
when ecribet were retting 
their pens. 2eenat went 
end married Senjey JChin, 
a nan who was not only 
married but a f ether or 
four children. The torrid 
offeir lasted for i brief 
seaoofi. Soon the met 
FrtnkNorino in America, 
while shooting for 
HhshikesH A/ukherjee'r 
^efflumkeen. and even 
dreamt of getting married 
to him. But even rhet 
of fair came to an end. 

However, according to 
very reliable sources. 
Zeenat hes not been pin* 
ingover her broken love 
affairs. She is now being 
courteu by an Arab multi* 
millionaire. What next, 
Zeenat? 


P roducers are vying 
with each ocher to get 
Anoortdha PareJ to sign 
up for their films. But she 
Is not willing to please 
them. It til started with 
Love in Goo, her first film, 
where the producers 
wanted her to reveal her 
curves. But Anooradha 
would have nothing of it. 
They wen ted her to teke 
off most of her clothes in 
FhirAyee Sarsaerbut she 
refuted again. However, 
the wily Erector found • 
wey out. He made her 
dress in white and dren* 
chad her to the skin. In the 
next filiHi Shesh/ Kapoor 
and Girfsh Kerned made 
Anooradha take off her 
blouse. *Tf anectress like 
Rekht can do it, why can’t 
you?** they argued, tn 
Petthar, she did some pro* 
vocative scenes with Om 
Puri end the film was ban* 
nad. Poor Anooradha. her 
body is the cause of all her 
problems. 

T he two MPs. Sunj/ZHirr 
and Affljtabh Bach- 
chan, are busy fighting on 
two fronts. On one flank 
they have to keep off the 
producers who want both 
of them to complete the 
films they have in their 
hands and on the other 
they have to attend to 
(heir electorates. The vo* 
(ers of Bombay and Alla* 
babid wont their MPs to 
do what has not been done 
for the lost 37 yeers. **11 is 
going to be difHcuh. They 
wont water and electricity 
and houses overnight. 
They wan c us fo work 
miracles. We are elso hu* 
men beings. We can't per* 
form miracles. We can 
only work very bird for 
the people who have put 
all their faith in us.** said 
A^tibh Bocbchan. 


Zeenal Anon; ^Meocetrr*? 


people in the industry who 
constantly refer (o her as • 
“maneater"; a term which 
means many things to 
many people. First.'here 
was DtvAnend. the man 
who discovered her. She 


I t i s difficult to keep 
track of the men who 
walk in and out of Zeenar 
Amen's life While gossip 
mogesines have a field day 
reporting Zeenat’s off* 
screen activities, there ere 


K trmer Ceura r h as j ust 
returned from his 
month'long honeymoon 
abroad and is only too will* 
ing to concentrate on his 
career agein. Accordingly, 
he has decided to start all 
over again and has sent 
fee iers to film m aker s. An d 
what IS surprising is that 
Kumar \% now wiuing to 
work unde I' any condi* 
tions. "Only the role 
should be good.** he is be* 
Ueved to have said. That is 
surely a comedown for the 
starson who was deman* 
ding anything between Rs 
20andR$ 22 lakhs for a 
film after Love Story. For 
just Rs one lakh, Kumar 
signed up for Aoj directed 
by Mohesh Bhatt. Rajan- 
dra Kumar, Kumar's 
fethei', is certain that it it 
only Mahesh Bhatt who 
can boost the sagging 
career of his ion. And if 
rumours in this tinsel city 
are true, then the senior 
Kumar has done a worthy 
Job ^ pressurising his sor 
to get off his high horse. 


P erveen fiefv has been 
lucated somewhere in 
New York. She lives in an 
apartment with some good 
friends end she is trying 
bard to forget her ptsi. 
Ptrveeit ii deteramed noi 
10 come back to Bombay or 
tfw filmworld again. 


DELHI DIARY 


A Ministry for 
Women? 


Wel^Mne Reversal 



MohMiiN KWwal 


T ilt’ new ijovt’i Mrtic'iir's 
dcHirr |trom<ii« 
women hii% iiui only iv 
Milled in ihc vrcation of ;i 
new mimsiry for wiimen 
hill ynoiher irinisiry h«iv 
nuw ht'iome woiiiiin* 
dnmindted The lioiillh 
Hiul familv welfare mini» 


Bulldozer for 
Ram Lall? 

R am L.dl, the lormer 
Amthia l*tdd«'';K tlov- 
ernor. l^h<> demnlished ftll 
<lem'K;rjtu pn mi pies Iasi 
veer while dismisMOK the 
jsovernnirnt ot N .1 

.ind instuIhriK 

dofectui Hha^ka^a Kao 
(with Congrewl support) 
i>* lacui^ the hulldorer 
nuvr. The Shlntla mimico 
pality has served him a 
notice. declariiiR certain 
portions of his house a& 
being “unauthorised enn- 
siruciiun." The notice wes 
served recently and the 
former chief minister nf 
Himachal Pradesh and the 
ex'Governor has taken the 
plea that as he will be 
uway in Delhi for a while, 
the nniice be kept pend* 
ing. It is unusuu! fur a 
}>erson of influence Jike 




>nfmdr« Mskwana 


ler is Mohvina Kidwai and 
the reshuffle <»f secreiar- 
iv> has hroughi Sarla 
(Ircwal Qs the new secrei* 
ury. This leaves the minis 
Ter of vtaie. Yo|tondra 
Makwrana, cornered. He is 
in ii ministry whuh is 
dominated hy woinun 


Kam Lull to leceive such 
mutneipak warnings. But 
the clean image of the gov¬ 
ernment, which has tie- 
come a creed tn New Delhi 
only recently, had affected 
Shimla earlier when Veer 
Hhadra Singh was made 
the chief minister replac 
mg Kam Lali. The unau 
Ihurised vonsirucliniis in 
the state lapital alarmed 
V.B, Singh and he looked 
around fui an honest offic¬ 
er who could clean up the 
mess The choice fell on 
D S. Minhus. a police of fk* 
ei who had investigated 
the forest scandal which 
hud roped in relatives of 
Kam Lai! while he was the 
chief minister. Minhas 
found to his dismav that 
houses of \’IPs violated 
the rules. He went to V.B. 
Singh for clearance, which 
was granted immediately. 
Thua the demolition threat 
has been held out to Ram 
Lall. 


F inance minister Vish- 
wanalh Praiap S:ngh 
has spelt doom for many 
vested interests wh<i had 
thrived during the regime 
of his predecessor. Re¬ 
cently. he streamlined the 
custtims duty siructurc on 
the import if polyester 
yarn and thus busted the 
monopolv of some big in- 
dusirialists. who hud been 
henrfiifing from the poli¬ 
cies hrnui^t in during Mr 
Mukherjee's time. Th<' 
small crimpers, who had 
l>een hard hit hy ihe duty 
structure, came to Delhi 
with a pern ion for V.P. 
Singh in rhe middle of 
Fehruatv, Thev went hack 


Oily Palms 

T h" Andaman and Nico¬ 
bar islaiidN arc n(» lon¬ 
ger taboo. In the Hriiish 
ruj, transporiaiion to the 
Andamans, then leferrcd 
to as ICafayianr. was ihe 
maximum punishment, 
short of death, which the 
rulers used tn mete out 
Now, going if AodumHiis is 
hecoming a hiK>ii. Dhir- 
ubhai Ambam's Keliunce 


Heart Problems 

A bdiir Rehmaii Antu- 
lay. the former Muhar- 
ushrra CM now facing pro* 
secocion. may be going 
abroad soon He Is said to 
be suffenng from a heart 
ailment and the famous Dr 
DeiiKm Cooley has asked 
him to go to (he USA for 
ireatment. The Antulay 
case will be affected not 
only by the departure of 
the principal accused, but 
bv the prosecution lawyer 
as well. Ram Jethmalani, 
the eminent lawyer and 
BJP leader, who is leading 
(he prosecution team, too 
is heading for the USA for 
Ihe treatment of his heart. 
Earlier, as both Antulay 
and Jethmalani were con¬ 
testing-the Lok Sabha 


to Bombay somewhat dis- 
.ippointed when the minis¬ 
ter did not meet them. 
What they did not appreci¬ 
ate was ihai ihe finance 
minister’^ office had 
piiliteJv accepted the peti 
(ion. while refuMrig an 
appomrmem. Wirhin four 
days, the puiicv changes 
sought by the aggrieved 
jMtiies were announced. 
The leputaiion of the un 
ion finance iiiinKtcr in the 
trade aides has shot up 
now Many grievances of 
rhe paKt .ire now being 
referred to him and many 
decisions of Pranah 
hfiikhcriui' lieing re¬ 
versed . 


Texrile Jndusiiics have 
now set ^«ijl for Kulu/aini. 
N<i. an uidusiiv is nni 
being set up m those is- 
land<. Amluini intends en¬ 
tering into mechanised far 
mirigand piilm oil will be 
the end pniduci of his 
efforts. With Ambani en* 
tenrg the Andamans, 
palm ml vn\\ be easily 
iivailablu m the country. 



A-R- Aatidsy 

elacUons, the case had 
been delayed. 
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Why hide your colours 
When you can ware them 



You don’t hide the furniture in your room. 

So why do it in your bathroom? 

By choosing sanitaryware in colours that echo your 
bathroom walls, you are hiding their beauty and 
appeal. 

Now you have the option of usir>s sanitaryware 
that contrasts beautifully with your wa)b. 

Cer?i-sanitaryware that comes in marvellous 
shades, to give your bathroom eridless mir>dblowing 
combinations 

"N. Madhusudan Ceramics 

‘Ankut BulWing' 


CERA 

VlTRtOUS 


Near Dinbat Tower 
Miriapur Road 
Ahnedabad 380001 





Dliie^ Safaris are formen 


ask ai^ woman. 

This season Oinesh brings yoi»a range of the 
fmesl m Satan Su<iini3s ligrvweigni. cnsp 
summefwear for an ages. Fabrics with a 
un<)ue mmiure effect, bfendM and honed to a 
perfection never seen before A sub^ sheen, 
on colours rar>ging from nch cafe au tail, to the 
palest of lawn Muled dove greys, steel blues, 
moss greens and eau de-Nil Colours and 
finishes so enchanting that even women 
cannot resist wearing themt 
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1 held and analyse the result*. 
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stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 



Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 


ReguJir brushing with Colgitt 
givss your family claan, hash braaih^tVang haalthy taoth. 
That's tha Coigata Ring of CoAfidanca» 


This Is how Coigata s trusted formula 
works for you every time you brush: 


Baciarta grow in food partes 
trapped between teeth, causing 
bad breath and tooth decay. 


■■ Crate's unique active foam 
p reaches deep to remove 
^ odour*causing food pahides 
^ and decay-causing bactene. 


Regular brushing with Colgate 
gives you clean, fresh breath 
and stror>g. heatihy teeth. 


'.V^ke sure your family brushes wtih 
^Colgate afler every meal. 

Slop bad breath, fight tooth decay. 

Give them the Colgate Ring of Confidence. 
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of African hope and freedom. Loon 
Trotsky, the power of who$e intellect 
could only be silenced by e pickaxe. 
Sheikh Mujibitr Rahman, eaten by a 
revolutioo be had fathered. Martin 
Lutber King, marked out for daring 
to be ibe conscience of a nation. John 
Kennedy, hope shot down when lak* 
ing wing. Lorca and Leanoo, who 
sang too many songs of freedom. And 
rho viciiau of massacres everywhere* 
from riots to the death which seeped 
across the nighi in Bhopal. It was an 
exhibition of the power of an artistes 
commiimeni as much as a display of 
line, colour, form and imaginauon 


after a long illness during which 
Husain came very near to him. It was 
a hot day in Delhi when Muktibodh*s 
body was being taken for its crema* 
tion. As a mark of reipecc Husain 
decided to walk barefoot with the 
body. He discovered, he says, a great 
sense of freedom in being rid of 
shoes. And he also realised that if he 
could walk on that hot tarmac road in 
Delhi at the height of summer with* 
out shoes, then he could absorb the 
physical discomfort. 

Shoes are an image Husain has 
used in his cinema very effectively. 
They also form a part of his child* 
hoi^ memories. He was a sickly 
infant, and his mother would be 
constantly unwell too, particularly 
after Husair was born. Both were 
often near death's door, but the 
mother was desperate that her son 
should survive. She would often hold 
him up and make him >Tand in his 
father’s man*siied shoes and pray 
that he grew up and lived to fill an 
adult's shoes. One night when Husain 
was very ill. she prayed all night and 
then, in that classic me of sacrifice 
she walked seven times around her 
ill son praying to Cod that he take 
her life and save her son’s. The 
prayer was heard The son recovered 
and ihe mother died. 

Maqbool Fida Husain grew up to 
fill an adult’s shoe«, and then he 
grew beyond them. 


Caksitlg: There is the air of a twicik- 
ling, restless god about him; a pre- 
leoce which is formidable without 
being intimidating. Maqboot Fida 
Husain carries his fame lightly. His 
conversation is interspersed mih 
aelf'deprecaeini wit, and there is no 
better way to burst the bubbles of 
praise'genuine or praise, sycophantic 
than by the sharp spike of laughter. 
He likes praise of course fwho 
doesn’t?) but can do without too 
much of it, particularly if he feels it 
is touched by insincerity. However, 
(here was sufficient cause for 
genuine praise when his exhibition 
on assassinations opened on the 
seventeenth floor of the Tata Centre. 
The images of Mahatma Gandhi (fall* 
ing away from his stick, a slight but 
growing stain on his heart; or pros* 
irate, the head away from the rest of 
(he body but the total bound by the 
powerful current which only a truly 
great ariisr can infuse in u human 
shape) and Mrs Indira Gandhi (the 
body falling after being shot. In 
midair, the hand asking the question 
of the heavens: why?) were oucsiand* 
ing. But there was a wide and inter 
national choice of leaders who had 
died from the bullet or knife of 
mercenary ur madman (and who is to 
i4y which of the two is more danger 
uus. which uf the two a more repre* 
sentative product of the twentieth 
century?). Patrice Lumumba, symbol 


H ighlights of a portrait of Husain: 

Flowing graceful, fully grey hair 
and beard; bright eyes which smile 
alone since the mouth is lost in the 
mane; long arms. 1 ^ fingers, tall 
body, bare feet. The irresistible ques* 
tion of course is about those bare 
fevi. So much mythology has now 
been created around them, so many 
questioned. Is he barefoot all the 
time? Yes. Even when he goes 
abroad to a cold country? No. Then, 
ho says With a smile, he makes up for 
the hare times b> wearingextra large 
boots. 7hen why the insistence in 
India? Jusi a fad? The answer, 
according (o Husain He was very 
close to (he poet Muktibodh. whose 
revolutionary poetry m Hiodi in> 
spired a gencraiion. Mukiibodh died 


There ie an air of a 
iwinklin^t restless ^od 
about him; a presence 
which is formidable 
without being 
intimidating. Maqbool 
Fida Husain carries his 
fame lightly^. His 
eonversation is 
interspersed with 
self-deprecating wit, 
and there is no better 
way to burst the 
bubbles of 
praise-genuine or 
pralse-eyoophantlc 
than by the sharp spike 
of laughter... 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


wlio do so. li IS promptly nKSumed 
thji an dppedi tu anyone oulside the 
counCfv IS uii aci ol betrayal of one's 
own country only u link short of 
treason For many years Amnesty has 
adopted people in jails without trial 
as ''Prisoners uf Conscience” and i 
exhnried everyone to write Jeiters of i 
protest to the authorities. I have no • 
idea hdw effective such appeals to ' 
conscience can be with rulers who 
are noi known to have any. However, 
(he p«>od work goes on. One such 
associarion of do*Kooder$ i$ the 
Minnnrv Rights Croup (MRCl set up 
in Bniain with branches in ocher 
couninvs including India. Amongst 
its spuns{»rs was the late jiiyaprakash 
Naraydii. Others included the Yugai* 
lav writer politician Milovan Djilas 
(yaikd many limes in his country), 
Gunnar Myrdal, Sean McBride and 
Dr Joseph Needham. Amongst 
MRG's publications is an excellent 
compiUrion of articles on Minorities: 

A Question of Humen Bights^ by 
eminent men like Badruddin Aga 
Khan, Shridath Ramphaland Sir 
Edmund Leach. Its latest publication 
i$ on The Sikhs written by Dr Christ* 
opher Shackle of the London School 
of Oriental Studies. In ten closely 
printed pages Dr Shackle has conde* 
nsed the history of the Sikhs from 
their inception to “Operation Blues* 
tar." He his taken no sides, criticised 
no one m particular except Bhindram 
wale and yet succeeded in producing 
a most informative and readable 
brochure. j 

I have often heard Indian Muslims 1 
and Sikhs complain against (he un* 
sympathetic attiiuSe of the govern* 
ment media and the press towerda 
them. They make desperate efforts 
to launch newspapers and journals to 
air their community's point of view, 
but none uf them succeeds io achiev. 
mg viable circulations and get very 
little advertising support. Instead of 
blowing up vast sums of money in 
this fuole endeavour, they would do 
better if they gei people like Christ¬ 
opher Shackle to w.ite about their 
problems. 

Punjab’s Latest 
Achievement I 


The Language 
of Love 


S uddenly one morning I noticed 
(he dry branches of Kachnar 
(Bauhenia) trees flanking Subrama- 
niam Bharati Marg flecked with iv¬ 
ory* white blossoms. Further down 
(be road the massive Semal (SUk 
Cotton) was shedding its vcarlet wax¬ 
en flowers. Ahd I knew the short 
wlriter had given wey to a shorter 
spring and the long su’^nitr months 
will soon be on us. 

Cock sparrows fluff their wings 
and strut around their ull too eager 
hens awaiting to be movnted. Green 
barbets call incessantly and the koel 
clears its throat to proclaim the ad* 
vent of summer in lull throaied cries 
It is the same year after year. Birds' 
language of love has as limited a 
repertoire of scream, song and iwit* 
ter as that of humans. 

On February Mth was Si. Valen¬ 
tine’s Day so named after the 3rd 
century' holy man, Valentinus, patron 
Saint of lovers. On this day lovers 
proclaim their passions usually in no 
more than thrae words; '*1 love you." 
The emotion is so strong chat thereaf¬ 
ter they collapse into inanities and 
words which have no meaning except 
to their sweethearts. All over t^ 
English-speaking world, daily papers 
devote as many pages printing love- 
mass^es as ours do on Sundays to 
matrimonial ads. Blandishments fall 
into a dull pattern; young men can 
think of link else besides compering 
their girl friends to animal' or edi¬ 
bles. Young girls show less interest id 
delicacies and prefer to compare 
their beloved males to bigger and 
furrier deniiens of the forest. To wit, 
male to female in animal terms: my 
pussy cat, Squirrel, Dilly Duck, Bun¬ 
ny, Oiicky-wicky, Jenny Wren, Pig¬ 
let, Fit Bitch. Female to male: my 
Griuly Bear, Panda, Mountain Lion, 
Crocodile, Alligator, Hedgehog, Pos¬ 
sum. Next to animals in popularity 
with males ore edibles: my Cherry- 

E k, Honeybun, Lollipop. The third in 
ne of preferences are nakedly sug- 

S stive: my. Sexy Spiderlegs, Sexpot, 
re Musde, my ^Uybutton wants 
to say hello to yours today. It is odd 
that traditional love similes and 
metaphors are out. No roaes, no lilies, 
nor jasmines. Nor nature's countless 
things of beauty like the moon, or the 
stars on a moonless night. There ere 
quite a few Indian tntrUs One I spot 
every year is ia Gujarati to Rashmee; 

doftye ma too behu pyert cAe.* 
Anoeber deal bhai offers the Taj 


Mahal to his goroe choJiree. A Sri 
Chandi lifts a love song from a Hindi 
movie to his gold-coreplexioned 
Chaheci and signs himself Moochies 
and Coochies. 

It is 4 pity that we do not have the 
equivalent of St. Valentine’s Day. 
How our pMts would have gone to 
town deKribing their loved onest 1 
forget the name of the poet who I 
would have quoted on Valentine's 
Day if I had a sweetheart 
DU ko ttrty tabossum iree yaad yoon 
myte 

Keh jag D^ee urchen Jis tarah man- 
diron main chiraagh. 

(The memory of your smile is my 
heart's delight 

As brighter twinkle temple lamps at 
night.) 

Minority 

Complex 

T he problem of ventilating grie* 
voncas in a country where the 
media is either wholly controlled by 
the government or, if minimally free 
is afnid to cake an anti-government 
line, is present in many countries of 
the world. And where the aggrieved 
form a miniscule minority wub no 
means of publicising their pli^t, 
their lamentations become truly like 
crying in the wilderness. Stark exam¬ 
ples ^ injustices which remain un¬ 
known and unheard are the fate of 
Ahmodiyas in Pakistan, Bahais in 
Iran, Jews in the Soviet Union, Mus¬ 
lims in the Phibppines, Kurds. Arme¬ 
nians and Gypsies wherever they are. 

There are several world organisi- 
(ions like the Human Righu Commis¬ 
sion and AaLDesty International to 
which (hey cen end do appeal for 
help. Unfortunately ibis otuy brinu 
more wrath upoo (be heads of people 


ddUUhy IS '>nc Punjabi equal to 
¥¥ two i ft$ks O.P. Ba- 

jaj, a Punjabi tr ing m Jabalpur. He 
answers his own question with irra* 
futable Punjabi logic. "Nag is a Ben¬ 
gali. Pal is another Bengali. Put Nag 
and Pal together and you get one 
Punjabi. Nagpel.” 

Hal Hal 
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offices atouryl tw. slobe And 
the neatest one to vo<j jusf a 
pr>Dnc CgH avv^jyi 

nto-nent yoti dia^ J'c 
kxal Sk/Ook <rufTit)ef afKi hear 
d fi K nay heik « ctwm is set 

motion A ftviin tlidl unites 

as many cTj C6000 inen and 
wcKner in 4ft cij«jnt'ie;;i AH of 
tiicjn on Theif loes' 

So. by ii« lime yov f^cpiacc 
fi nA recf.^Tcr >-ou can put your 
np. ycicii teOlc 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Does Rajiv Gandhi Really 
Mean Business? 


A lot has been 
seld about 
curbing black 
money. The 
Congress(l) 
spent at least Rs 
200 crores In the 
LokSabha 
elections and It 
could not have 
spent less In the 
Assembly polls. 
Where did this 
money come 
from? it could 
only have come 
from 

blackmaiheteers. 
And the time 
to pay back the 
benfaetors Is 
yet to come. 


t may sound churli&b bw I do not find 
an^ reason to rejoice over Rejiv Gen* 
dhi's perfomence. True, he meane well 
and It times appears to be departing 
from his mother's pa^ of confrontation and 
chicanery; there is lose tension in (he coun* 
try and there is hope amnng the people that 
he mi^t undo many wrongs. The Anti- 
Defection Act, which Rajav Gandhi has repe* 
atedly cited as an example of a measure to 
clean up politics is no doubt welcome. But 
there has not been much else. 

To many, (ha Anti-Defection Act has 
raised suspicions that it was meant more to 
thwart the ambitions of the PM's own party* 
men than those of unprincipled politicians 
in general. There is clear evidence that after 
the formation of the council of ministers at 
the centre, some of them felt angry at being 
left out. There was even a meeting of some 
Congressd) MPs at the residerKe of an 
Important ruling party politician. The PM’s 
step nipped the mischief in the bud, and 
that, perhaps, could have been the main 
Intent rather than pure aliruisoi. 

Another step which is being cited is Rajiv 
Candhi'c .^election of candidates for the Lok 
Sabha polls and for the Assembly elections. 
True, Antulay and Gundu Rao were dropped 
but there are ccnroc of others at the centre 
and state lerclr. who, even if they are not as 
wall known, are in no way less guilty of 
malpractice. Strange logic has worked in (he 
selection; while a candidate was dr^* 
pad because of hJs bad image, his son or wife 
was declared fit enough to be chosen. 

Going throu^ the list of elected Congres* 
s(t) members in the stares, 1 find that Rajiv 
Gandhi has given his favourite leaders, 
whatever their personal reputation, a free 
hand, and they have been able to weed out 
all (he dissidents. Perhaps the PM's policy is 
to rule the country through state S0trtpi 
after enetiring that (hey face no challenge or 
dissent/*Apart from perpetuating lesser 
men, this may further strengthen the prac* 
ticeof imposing individuals from above, and 
weaken the process vf leaders growing up 
from the grassroots. 

A lor has been said about c\irbing black 
money. The CongressfDspeni at least Rs 200 
crores in the Lok Sabha elections and it 
couM not have spent, less in the Assembly 
polls. Where did this money come from? It 
could only have come from blackmir- 
kettars. And the time to pay back the 
banefaoters is yet to ^ooc. It is no secret 
that the graJit of UcaacOs for imports and 
ggpom worth Bord than a particular 


amouni automatically means kickbacks. 
Sometimes I wonder whether the spy scan* 
dal which has rocked the country does nor 
have something to do with (his system. It 
could be that what is classed as commercial 
espionage really means only a method of 
telling competing foreign flrm^ what the 
kickback to gel a particular deal through 
should be. ^e PM himself has said in 
private that "we have overreacted to (he 
whole thing.” 

Much has been made of the changes which 
have been made at the level of govemori, 
secretaries and ambassldors in New Delhi 
Some dead wood has been removed but 
some of the officials who have taken up the 
positiomof those who have been sent out are 
no better. A change in the personnel is no 
guaraniee of any real change in the adminis* 
tration. Such changes do not offer much 
hope of better work because efficiency in 
administretion is the means to an end, not 
the end m Itself. Where is the policy which 
the '‘dynamic** officers are supposed to en¬ 
force? I have vainly looked for economic 
steps to ameliorate (he condition of the 
people; Rajiv Gandhi is yet to spell out the 
measures to benefit the S2 per cent of the 
population living below the poverty line. 

^ogress towards removal of poverty is the 
touchstone with which to evaluate cfce per¬ 
formance of an elected government. I do not 
think there is any proposal to lessen disparl* 
ties. There Is not even talk of an egalitarian 
society. My colleagues in the media, liberals 
in the academic field and professionals, who 
represent the elite and create public opin* 
ion. are on the PM's side because they are 
the true beneficiaries of the system. They 
are pro-starua quo and feel at home in the 
class they belong to. They are only in* 
terested in their security and any leader who 
can give them such security is their saviour. 

1 believe that Rajiv Gandhi has the oppor* 
tunity to do good to this country. It is not 
only (be massive majority with which he won 
the polls that gives me (his hope but his 
ability to stand apart from all the others. 
Ibat he has sacrificed some of the sacred 
cows is a point in his favour. So is his desire 
for cleanliness in politics and adenirustra- 
tion. What may prove to be his undoing is 
the bureaucratic approach to the country's 
problems. The steps the Prime Minister has 
taken so far indicate that he is willing to 
bring about changes, but only up to a point. 
What India needs is drastic change, and 
unless he can still persuade himself to bring 
this about, there is nothing much that the 
country can look forward to. 





OPINION 


Revealing Rekha 

L ike Quevn Bee f24 February^ 

2 Mar(;h) Rekha reigns supreme 
un the Indian silver screen and it was 
natural that Svnuav spared a cover 
fw her However, \ was disappointed 
to go through Girija Rajendran's 
Who WiH Replace the Antgry Yfiun$ 
Many The author had explored all 
the lulonis to find a replacement for 
AmiTubh Bachchan who has joined 
politics. A glaring ommission was 
Milhun Chakraborty and I am sure 
that (hiv welJ'buih lad from Bengal 
will emerge as a worthy sue* 

cessor III Amiiuhh. I request Sundav 
to devoiu a cover on him. 

B. y. Hoy. Bhuhune^war 

e Mv congrotuiaoons to Akshay Up* 
adhyHya for revealing the private life 
of India's most talented actress. 
Rekha. 1*ie interview, "t Am a Rare 
f^erso;;. helped her fens to know a 
lot of hitherto undisclosed facts. 
However, I expected some more on 
the 'Shiva' she worshipped. 

Suhi'utu Maeonmdai. Berakar (WBf 

a TIk* cover feature on Rekha was a 
troiiL She arrived on the Indian 
screen two decades back a» a plump. 
uriJtiractive novice but with time 
and age she has matured into une of 
the most promising actresses No 
wonder directors like Hnshikesh 
Mukhvrjee and Jnbbar Patel prefer 
her to the other glamour queens of 
the Kindi filmdum: Sii Devi or 
jayapradha It is time Satyajit Ray 
and Mriiia) Sen focussed their earner* 
us on Kekhu. 

C V’ Arovind. Madras 

• The cover story on Rekha was a 
refreshing departure from jiolmcs. 
The interview was illuminating. 
iVf A. Ahud, Bhubaneswar 

• Rekha has a rare blend of authen* 
tic hoauty and histrionic talent and 
films like Xhub.soorut. t'mrao Jaath 
Cbm and Xtuqaddar Ka Sikandar 
iUusiiuies her acting prowess. She 
has the potetitia] to eclipse the Sha- 
ban^is and the Smitas of the so-called 
act films if she is given the chance. 
K. Chidmmiul Kumnr, Bangalore 

9 During (he eurly part of her career, 
Kekhd WHS a vitiim of infatuation. 
Bui after a couple of bitter expert* 
ences, she gradually matured into 
one of ihe finest actresses on the 
Indian screen. 

Md. Anwar Alam <?um«jA;ruri. Paina 

• Rekha was not randid enougb in 
or interview to Sukpav. I am suU in 
• dark about the man in her Ilia. 
'2>oes Aduubb Bachchin symboliae. 





her concept of the 'complete man’? 
b'angram Mishra. Cuttack 

• f agree with Cirija Rajendran that 
despite rhe talent available in Hindi 
filmdom, Amiiabh Bachchan is irre¬ 
placeable. However, I would rate the 
chances of Raj Babbar and Raj Kiran 
better than those of the rest. But the 
author surprisingly ignored them. 

B. GanesA. Jamshedpur 

a Rekha is no longer the queen bee 
She has been clearly outclassed by 
tbe southern belles like Sn Devi and 
Jayapradha. No matter how high she 
is rated in the north, the film Indus* 
try in the south has rejected her. 

K Kumar Sekhar, Elurv (AP) 

9 Is SuHPAY turning into a film maga* 
sine? Devoting so many precious 
pages 00 Rekha was a waste. In the 
course of the article Akshay Up* 
adhyaya writes: *With him (Ami* 
tabh) she (Rekha) explored the com* 
passionate side of life.” The state* 
ntent sounds ridiculous since Rekha 
tried her level best to break the 
happy family life of Amitabh. She 
may be a good actress but she is a 
person without any scruples. 

T. Rahmat. CaJeuna 

9 Last lime it was Aabaruddin and 
now it is Rekha. Is Sunday short of 
serious matter? 

Prabhudutf MuAra, Cuttack 

♦ There are scores of film magatlnes 
to publicise the services rendered by 
Rekha for two long decades. Sunday 
should concentrate on more serious 
problems confronting rhe nation. 

?f. EJ/aitgo, TTrune/vaffi 


Lonely Leftists 


A n (he articles pertaining to The 
Decline of the ^fnsts (24 Febni* 
ary—2 March) were thought* 
provoking. In West Ben^l, the ero¬ 
sion of their power is due to their 
failure on practically all fronts. The 
labour and the peasantry have been 
alienated because of certain policies 
followed by the Left Front govern* 
menr. TTie urban elite is also diilllu* 
Aioned with tha government's par* 
formance The youth have bean frvs* 
veted since the government failed to 
keep its promise to create new job 
opportunities The same is the case 
wherever the communists rule in 
India. I wonder how E.M.S. Nam* 
boodinpad claimed ihai their "per* 
formance was not mivoreble'* when 
the electorate rejected them in their 
strongholds like Kerala and Wesi 
Bengal. 

.Vtrjhar Das Cvpta, Calcutta 


Clean Image _ 

M . J. Akbar had rightly indicaidd 
in his conversation with finance 
minister Vishwanath Praiap Singh 
('TA;s Cenererion has to Pay /or its 
Future.’ 10—16 February) that the 
finance minister has a quality rare 
among politicians: a clean image. 
Param Hans 5;ngA. Arrah 

a The interview with the finanue 
minister made absorbing reading. 
Very little comes out from most of 
our ambiiious Five Year Plans, 1 
hope V. P. Singh takes the initiative 
to see that the targets set are 
achieved. 

Di/jp Sham a. Lanka (Assam) 


Hapless Children 


I * , I t 

was moved by Nimal Micra's vivid 
portrayal of the pitiful condition of 
children who leave (heir homes due 
to poverty and work in the numgrpMs 
eating houses throughout the coufi* 
try (CAi/dren' of Despatr. 24 Fal^rn* 
ary^2 March). On pi^wr there'ar* 
numeroua laws to check child l46ov> 
but the govemmeni has never 
serious enough to implenieat them. 
Murari Lai CaJeuttw ' 

• Honest efforts should be made to 
•Ueviate the sufferings of theae hap*, 
leas children. If the gevenunenL the 
philanthropic 'organisations and the 
citisens join hands ra eradicate child 
labour, these unfortunate chlldrpp 
will one dty prove tO be esaets ot the 
country. ' r 

Hema Sehederaa, Calcvm 

















avaekar is Proud of Azharuddin 


I ^ 

S unday paid a fitthifi tribute to 
Mohammed Azharuddin (H'hen 
preami Cone Trw, 17«»23 Febru¬ 
ary). The new stai oo India*$ cricket 
boriaon is shinina brightly and will 
cpntkiue to do so for a long time. 
I>eepair AcAerya, Phulb^ni (Orissa) 

• Many More records will be re¬ 
written in the years to come and it is 
only a natter of time before Azhar. 
uddin surpasses Gavaskar's record of 
30 Test centurle.s Gavaskar seems 
visibly worried about this and he is 
trying bU tricks to foil Azhar's honest 
efforts. But one cannot supress i«lent 
and Azhar will emerge victorious at 
the end. 

V.. N, Narayanaswemy, Madras 

e The issue on cricket was timely and 
it made absorbing reading There is 
no dearth of talent In the Indian 
team; what is lacking is team spirit. 
The present Indian side can be com. 
pared to the state of the vppvsirion; 
mAny leaders but no desire to work 
together to achieve a goal. The latest 
sensation is Azharuddin but unless 
rivalry within the team is rooted out, 
his taJent will go to waste 
M. H. Fama, Bhubtnaswar 

• SviiUAV rightly devoted a cover for 
Azharuddin. This 22 year>uld cricke> 
ter from Hyderabad hav started his 
career with a bang and and i hope he 
keeps up the standard he ha« ^et. The 
blow.upof Azhar on the cover as well 
as the action photugraphs inside 
were superb. 

Hastna Bashiruddin, Hyderabad 

e MQhan.med Azharuddin is not only 
a hero at home, he is also a hero 
abroad Kxi the opening match against 
Pakistan in the Benson and Hodges 
World Cup series. Azhar scored a 
sizzling 93 not out. The vaceuum 
created by the exit of Cundappa 
Vishwanach has at last been filled. 
G. Raaa MisAra, Jharsuguda 
(Orissa) 

• Azharuddin has emerged as a 
worthy successor to Sunil Gavaskar 
who is at the fag end of his career. He 
deserves all the adulations being 
showered on him. 

A-K Veeraraghavan, Bombay 

e The interview with Azharuddin (It 
was Pray and Play) made incuresting 
reading. Azhar*s style reminds me of 
Gundappa Vishwanath at his prime 
HaresAkumar Pandya, Rajkot 

•^cijoy Chowdhury has unneces- 
sarfly . raised the dispute whether 
Gaagakar is Jaahus o! Aiharoddin. 
Sunil Gavaeker is a legend by himself 
and 1 see po reason why he should 


prevent Azhar from reaching the 
pinnacle I think Gavaskar is proud 
and a relieved man to have a bats¬ 
man Azhar's calibre on his side 
SAarad Moban, Dhanbad 

• S Chowdhury had wrongly 
assumed thiit Gavaskar ducUred the 
second innings at Kanpur where 
Azhar was on his way to his fourth . 
consecutive hundred since bis debut, 
to deprive him of his century. The [ 
game was petering out into a tame 
draw and Gavaskar took the decision 
to infuse life intu the game, tn the 
course uf the article, the author con. 
venienily ignores the spectator point 
of view. All those present to watch 
(he proceeding on that day wel- 
corned Sunil Gavaskar's decision. 
SubAes Durra. ffencAr 




Molwniracd Azharuddin 

• The vitriolic attack on Su.iil Gavas¬ 
kar was unwarranted. Srinjoy Chow- 
dhury’s reasoning that Gavaskar 
promoted Azhar to bnng about his 
downfall sounded ridiculous. It is a 
well-known fact that the world's best 
batsmen bat higher up in the order 
and Azharuddin who had shown fine 
form and temperament was only ex¬ 
pected to sirengthen India's batting 
by weathenng the mitial attack of 
the opponent, 

Rajiv GAdj. Hyderabad 


Money i_s the Cause 

T he cover Story, Bifie;<in 

mat. Industrialist. Spy i.t—^ 
February) made absoihmi; rending 
The vivid narrarnm ai the beunu^iiig 
of the article of an mdiisirialivi hr/h 
mg hix wav through the VIF vnt ranee 
tu pay hih homage to Indiru tiandhi 
read like a ihnlkr hut ilie amhur 
seemed to pin all t)ie hlamv fur ihis 
act on the industrialist alone. In my 
opinion the iniliistnahsi <ind the 
security guard should share the re- 
vponsibiliiies of the ollenci*. In India 
today corruption ts a way <>f Ilfs' 'ind 
senior officers openly Hccepi bribe. 
Patriotism is a torgotten word and 
one IS willing to do anything lot the 
sake of monev 

O. VargAese. Oamm.iA) r.S.sridi 
Arabia) 

• Shubhdbtata Bhaiucli.iiya nghily 
pointed oui that the pay and allo¬ 
wances of gnvernmeni olficials are 
such that corruphori has been inbuilt 
in the system 1 don'i think that it is 
possible to root out corruption with¬ 
out improving the ecimumic condi- 
tiun uf the common man. 

A'oAAas Molmiuy. Hanvhi 

a In AdmiraMe RurvHuaais. Madhu 
Jain prcrfiies a niimtior of bureauc¬ 
rats of yestt-r wars who had placed 
the inieresi> of ilie countiy above 
everything else Thureafler ih« 
bureaucracy has gradually dricrin- 
rated and today inrmevbabv wield 
immense power in Delhi Die now 
Prime Mimstei has luken the right 
stop bv cleansing the bure.iucracy. 
.S'Ayamaf Cupta. Burdwan 

Inconvenient Facts 

T he inconvenient facts about St 
Stephen's Male Chauvinists (17- 
23 Fet^aryi are that no undergar¬ 
ments were hung on the college tow¬ 
er; the incident was cemdernned by 
the college community as a whole, 
not by a group of "irate girls" only; in 
fact, the principal had convened a 
special assembly and unequivocally 
condemned the incident: the agita¬ 
tion has tbe support of not more than 
19 students^out of a total strength 
of %0 students, of whom about 2^ 
are girls; the protests outside St 
Stephen''! urgeiiisvd by the SFl/ 
PUDR attracted only six Stephe- 
nians; 'sr id chans' naming the ten 
most attractive boys have also 
appeared; and finally, the picture 
showing ' St Stephen's students pro¬ 
testing outside their college gate" is 
not of students from 8t Stephen's. 
Asetm BraJcJzA, Delhi 













Ramakrishna Hegde’s stunning mandate 
has rocketed him to the/rontJines o/the 
next major electorai batt/e—the bid for 
power, in 1990. The growing consensus 
among opposition leaders of different hues 
is that Hegde is perhaps the oniy ieader 
who can o^er a credible alternative to the 
Congressjlj. 0/course, there are big ‘ifs’ 
along the way, and the opposition has 
shown a marked tendency to slip up on the 
‘ifs.’But for the moment, reports 
Chidanand Ra/ghattafrom Bangalore, it is 
Hegde who is atop the crest of a wave. 


y 10 urn on Wednesday 6 
March. Ramukriehna Hegde 
knew he ivtis winning the 
gambit of recommending 
dibsnlution of the Karnit<ika Assem¬ 
bly and seeking u fresh mandate. 
After only two hnurK (rf counting it 
WHS kimwn that the Janata candi¬ 
dates were leading in most places. By 
noon, (he local Dnordarshan crew 
were on their way to Krishna, where 
the chief minister lounged, wreathed 
in victory smiles. The Hegde wave 
had 01 rived. Mr Hegde had said that 
the Assembly elections in Karnataka 
would be H referendum on the per¬ 
formance of his government. In the 
end it turned out tv be a watershed. 
Once again. India's teeming electo¬ 
rate demonstrated its unerring 
capacity to reword and punish. What 
happened in Karnataka on $ March U 
unparalleled in Indian electoral his¬ 
tory 

Hardh nine weeks earlier, the peo¬ 
ple of Karnataka had been called 
upon to exercise their franchise for 
the Lok Sabha elections, and they 
had given the Congressd) a big vie 
lory: 24 out of the 2i Lok Sabha seats 
from the state. It was a terrible moral 


defeat for Mr Hegde who bad cam¬ 
paigned for the Janata Party, on the 
basis uf his government's perform¬ 
ance. Yet, in spite of the fact that the 
Janata and its allies ira^d behind 
the Congressfll in 177 of the 224 
Assembly segments in Karnataka in 
December, Mr Hegde %eent to the 
people in March to prove that their 
December vote had not been ast 
against his two-year-old government. 
The electorate vindicated his faith. 
On !» March, the same* electorate 
rejected the Congressfl) candidates 
in 1S6 Assembly constituencies. It 
was the most demonstrative of the 
Indian electorate's use of dis^^etioo. 



ft is now clear chat the electorate 
knovrs quite precisely the difference 
bettveei) the Lok Sabha and the 
Vidhan Sabha elections. The vnre in 
December was not against the Janata 
* ^ in Karnataka, but against the 

national opposition: not for the Coo- 
gress(|) m Karnataka, but for Rajiv 
Gandhi's Coogressfl) at the centre. 
Freed of the opposition ilbatroes in 
the more legalised Assembly elec¬ 
tion, Mr Hegde led the Janata Pa^ 
to a memorable victory: seals in 
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COVER STOR^ 


a hou&? of 224, It is the first time a 
party other than the Congress has 
secured an absolute majority in Kar 
nataka. 

Ramakrishna Hegde won becauM* 
he provided a credible alternative to 
the Congress;]) in the state He was 
closer CO the hearts and minds uf the 


slogan. The hiRgV't Maxs in ’In 
cic<s<i) (MRtp<ki^Ti MMsih.n 
no single leader III m.iuh Mi Mviiili*'* 
hjrism.i rn uii No miimIo I'lmgir'' 
Ntl) UsidoJ w.is |iinjei*h*d .IV ,4 
ttal chief miinstoi InlAu. \u> Miiglo 
I oadei h a<l ci ed 1 1 n 1 1 1 y r iv * i 'k i i m 

rate knew 'h ii rvon if llinv Miied lin 


people f)F Karnataka than Rajiv Gan* 
dhi or his party men for Whom ihev 
had voted in L^ember, responding 
to the appeal for "uniiv and integrity 
of I he nati*>n " Having done ihM. 
they now voted for '*Kamaiaka •<ha]l 
be ruled from Karnataka, not from 
Kew Delhi." which was the Janata 


WhMV O-a ‘M 















COVER STORV 



egde 



Eft inakrishn* Hegdd it no Cicero. 
ftvHii drirorial tkillt have slways 
4ikea limited and his dxili, fflonoio* 
4out drawl has never set an vudi* 
,|r^ QQ fire. But yet, last Februa^. 
,Bafde took on himtell the entire 
^4eo of the Janata Party cam* 
Mo. For tfiree weeks, Chandra 
lowher, Morarji Desai. Madhu 
Mftdevate and even his local col* 
ta^uaa were irrelevant, as Heftde 
fteed across the state m hU 
^ayavahiAi** (on the lines of KTR’s 
Cftaitanya Rat ham) aikln^ the peo* 
«U to vote hin back to power. 

*‘^Vhtc did Keede call the people? 
W^t cauaad the eleaorate, who 
My two aoDths ago voted solid ly 
ibe Congreisd} and Rajiv Can* 
All. to swing back to the Jencra 
Rtrty? 

' Thera were three Kegde 
meches during the campaign. 
0M, lor (be dmall rural audlesKt 
where he spoke mainly of the 
achievement I of the Janata govern* 
liMnt and where he refrained from 
MiKkint Rajiv Gandhi. Two, a 

« loiter speech for Che semi* 
ludianca, where he touched 
ppon lubjecti like overdraft and 
toppling and three, the full length 
tpeech for the urban audience 
(above 25,(XH) crowd) where he 
attacked Congressd) policies and 
ideas (like one*party rule) and 
spoke of the Janata philosophy 
(/ike accent on velue based poU* 
tics). 

Two things stood nut during 
pegdc’s campaign. First, he made a 
number of cwo*miJiutf ''nutshell 
ipeeches" to roedside audiences of 
Around 500 to l.OCO people from 
atop his Jayavahini For the poor 
audience whose only encounter 
With a chief minister was a conde¬ 
scending wave (if the shaded glass 
of the car he was travelling in was 
rolled down), this must have been 
quite an experience. Second, a 
greater part of Ramakrishna 
Hegde's speech was directed at 
women. In fact, he invariably began 
his addresses with "My dear sisters, 
morhcrs and friends.'* There was 
nothing subcl* about «tr he did this 

quite blatantly, asking the women 
why they always voted for the Con 
|ress( 1) though that party had done 
mde for them in 35 years He had 
adopted rhe same line in the De 
camber Lok Sabba elections and it 
fbiled to fetch resuUs. This time it 
did. That possibly swung the clecto* 


i ^ 'if \ 

rate to wta fv thg Jaap*.. ' * % 
This U the 

speech culled iroca 'ta^'Cf 'thg ' 
speeches he ngfk tateg 'tkacMe 
paigning. ‘ T ; 

''Uy dear akca^ aifed 

f^iead^ I ‘ . 

Two yaarp ago pea voagd'wt to 
powar.. Today, wa have ranpyiad 
the power to yon. lBl>aaHMg. ^9u 
were called opon ta'aMdiaa pour 
voce In tba Lok Sahka alMfleae. 
You voted the fnngnwTn aa^ra* 
jected the Jaasta Finy. Yoor ma* 
data confaeed aa la Ic-tet you did 
not like tba wirfwiagii!i od. toy 
govemmaot? 6r, did voa Mt U|(g 
die way we So, la g« a 

clear answer tnm rm^ ^ Mva 
•ought a ftaab auMM tyVaigh 



mft oona in cwo yaaiv., 
■ovarnsant’a planblBi 
Ttaatl ims pralM tad 
a fbF tkii, out yat dto 


L. __ 

fttgde: vieeertfv 

we were not obUgad t» 4c w. 1%a 
power you gave og, we haw ra> 
turned to you asd you have to 
exerdse your ju^adwat. 

I understand what haeeaaad la 
Decetnb^. The woaaa 
ence voted ovarwhitoldy hto cba 
Congrasscl) and Rajiv GaaaWi You 
probably rhangiw, bate ia a |Mec 
child, a 4(^^y^^r^ .ov^MW wha 
deserves o«r love tad ufoClied,,^ ' 
was your iaotheriylatolpdtoft<tol^ .V 

and it ia oidy netwrA. But you ha ^' 
we are having as aUetooa Jardbli.^ • 
stateAasaiably.EvJf• 
Rajiv Gandhi* ha to i»| gqli^*^','* 
come hare aa fbe cUtf toOdtodfla*. 
The chito nizrietor sriR te |m > 
amdng |ha Moilye. IMto toil 

garappas—whon Jacdl m.jMpT • 

seen and rajacM. • 


dill wbothg dkigtoadai. 
their laadtoh WM en^ 
iag;ctor UgtolctA 
fFpaw Do ^ wia ab^hiaff 

lito. Jfo abtfa^^. pw. yrm . 
daclmona You are our mtoRasv 
Haw Palhi. Yha Con^H^D 1 m 
era, knew vofy well, run lo* 
DHlhi fct avary anwl matter. Va 
don't do that Wo §o hif your dk* 
tacas. Ovn to a paople*i govam* 
mant. 

1 win got say that Hi two years we 

have accomplIahedevefSKhtoig. Bht 
wa Neva woo a Ipg. CHr biggaei 
•ehtovcmaaf has baao to 'provl^ 
drtotodng water to aagh and army 
viUaga m Karateka. This to i«d»» 
ihiag tba COngrOtt Ad not de in 35 
yeara, wa bate dona In two yom>« 
The csaerai'|ovarTunant's planbliit 
coswnMon Ttaatl fms praiiod cad 
rasrardad ua fbr thto, out yat the. 
CoBjpwtod) doaa sot want to giv« ua 
craoit c 

. For iha woman, the Janata nfty 
hii done so much. We gba mewnsa* * 
ty allowance of lb 100 a month fpr 
threa months doriim and after 
gaaaey. Wa give widow pafttooti if. 
Ra SO a moMi. Why dia die CoO) 
gra»s(I) not do this? nd oot IndJn 
uaiidM bear children? Or, did alto 
not ezpenence widowhood?. Wto* 
did t?^ not uQdara(a&d 
plight? T* 

Today, wa have raaervad 20 mv, 
cant of seats in hUftldtofd hflipk * 
and corporadoBs to tcto! ofe aem..^fti- 
did not the CoriMp.da aft jjift 
even diough you aoM Joe Mink 
ogam and agii^? 

graiad? ia eeyidg that ^ ttetok 
have dooa to by the onftia^/Bniito 
It to all under Be.ZOtt^^Pto&Mft 

mOi tbayeay. B that n v 
win vetteM i a«i w»i.iyeu 
othiw ftatpa? 

Ytof muit coMdavdtowMMlB 
hi^. zih qoMttoQ toi ftp^ Mpr 

po« wt the ivaipiiKidHntoR 
#yn .<e»e ^ AW S to ^ {g » F"T^ 


,4a aft: 

Id Job « 


AU, 








RamikrHhfia Hcfdr filing lib nomlnadnn papers far the ksavamto^l raatfbwwr <n ll•llMl''re 


the Coflgressd). Kojiv OpnJhi wguld 
not become the chief minister of 
KarnuTaka 

On the other hand, Kejiv (Gandhi's 
premise to provide a clean }tovern' 
ment misfired. The denial of a ticket 
to Cundu Rao was just an eyewash in 
"otMiration cleanup." For mexplic- 
able reasons (elect oral pragmatism, 
perhaps) Veerappa MoiJy and K.ll. 
Patil with reputations worse than 
Gundu Rao’s were provided tickets. 
So were their “not sa clean** 
nominees. Much later, cnmmiseret* 
ing over the debacle, a Congressman 
was to say: “If only Kajivji had 
sacked all other shady CfingresslT) 
leaders along with Gundu Rao we 
would have won every urban seat in 
Karnataka.'* 

i t was not merely the lack of local 
leadership or bad choice of candl* 
dates. The Congress(l) did not even 
have a campaign theme for the elec* 
lions. Rajiv Gaiidlii's cuiueniion ehat 
a Congress(I) government would be 
beneficial to tbe state was rejected 
outright as the people settled for the 
existing pluralism: the Janata Party 
In the state and the Cnngresgfl) m 
the centre. If anything, the people 
placed faith on HegdeS slogan^ac 
Karnataka should be ruled from Kar 
nataka. not from New Delhi, an ob^ 


I vious reference <t» Congressmen’^ 
fre<|uent trips to New Delhi for con- 
sultaiion and orders on every matter, 
as well as the increasing centralisa¬ 
tion of power 

None of Rajiv Gandhi's allegations 
made any impact on the vnters What 
the voters of Karnataka elected was 
a party which tecordme to the Prime 
Minister, aided and abetted terror* 
ists m Punjab. What they voted for 
was a government, which accxirding 
to the Prime Minister was guilty of 
financial mismanagement. It was a 
classic demonstrailon of the fact that 
no amount of propaganda can de¬ 
ceive the people. In the one-room 
tenement nf a Janata Party worker, a 

j small change was made on a popular 
poster to read: “The voter is always 

I right." 

The man singularly responsible for 
the Janata victory was without doubt 
f)9*year*o]d Ramakrishna Hegde. It 
was a personal triumph for the man 
who had placed so much faith und 
irusi on an electorate which had, 
only two months ego, spumed him. 
He proved once more that all the 
superUilves used hy the media to 
describe his political acnioen weie 
not misplaced, (t was a crowning 
moment in his political career. To 
begin with, however, not even Hegde 
had anticipated the bounty. He had 


publicly said that the Janata t^euld 
gel about 12U seats. Asked about Vhis 
after the results had cum* in, lf*(tde 
(old bcmiAV, “It is not a crime v> be 
mudesi ** Rill the modesty had ^nfe 
to do with caution ihac iiptinism. 
Three daw before ihe polls,* 'the 
janaia Party founo ii necesagr^'to \ 
announct* a “supplementary manifes¬ 
to." tu add to the first one. Thl« one 
t»romiM:d rice at Rv two a kg and 
clothes at subsidised ratek,:* b<Kh 
schemes in effect in the Telugu Dg- 
sam-led Andhio Pradesh. A. *cfo$* 
Hegde aide said a day before polling 
that he “personally expected tjie 
parly to gel 9^ seals.” while a 'party 
. office bearer ronfessed. “1 syon*l*be 
' surprised if we end up with bO ieaU." 

Hegde himself carried around with 
< him a confidential report, frequently 
[ updated, in which the figure .Aovgr^d 
I between 100 and 12S seats. ,. 

' The Hegde wa\e cut acroiV'^ll 
' harriers. The CM had oppreoch'ed 
: the Lok SaMia election wRh (ropidgt 
tion that rii; women would vote-lbr 
Rajiv Gandhi m large numben and 
he was prrn ed ri^t. This Tiin& fwch 
to his surprise and obvious ^kght, 
women voted fur bim. AUtbe aopW 
lines, all the blatant, wdoitfg of 
women's votes finally yleldid. re*, 
suits. Ramakrishna sgcriei 
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joy in this hour oF triumph is that he. 
ha>: fin ally broken the monopoly of 
I the Congressfl) on women’s votes. 

I There was sufficient evidence that 
' Muslims—the oihet truduional Con* 
gress vole bauk->had also voted for 
; the Janata m large numbers. This 
I was also due to the fact that the 
I Muslim League ditched the Cengres 
5i() and where they did not set up 
candidates, they asked their supper 
tets to work for the Janata candi* 
.dates. 

It was not a debacle for the Con* 
10 *“' 


Kressd I alone. The BJP, never a great 
force in Karnataka. aJ^ received a 
[ thrashing at the polls. The party 
' which had IS MLAs in the dissolved 
, House, rerumed with just two. The 
Janata*s break vdth the SJP is also 
believed to have encouraged Mus* 
' Urns 10 support the former. But the 
\ BJP rout proved some of the Janata 
* hardliners' conteniion that ihe Jana* 
ta Party was now "grown up enough" 
to contest elections alone. For two 
years, the BJP, whKh lent crucial 
support to the Hegda government. 


proved to be a thorn in tlie Janeto 
flesh ("grumbling wife" being the 
charming sobriquet it earned). With 
an absolute majority now, the Janata 
Party can look forward to a trouble- 
free five years. For the Congress(I). 
it is going to be a long bard road. All 
the dreams of Patil and Moily of 
coming back to power are smashed 
and the party is damoraliaed. Even as 
the results came in. Congressmen 
were busy blaming each other for the 
debacle. 

tiaciiT HWi 
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^nlie Janata Victory isa Morale Booster 
for the Opposition” 

RciXiokrishna Hegde to/d Si/NOi^y 


O cHTitr if tAe impact of your ; 

* victor in Komotoka on tht 
notional opposition panios? 

A: I think : it i» ■ roonie booe<er« ■ I 
shot In the erra for the opposition. 
NoW| in eddition to West Bon|el 
and Andhra Pradesh we have an 
opposition lOTerament here. It 
gives us Kope to prove that we caa 
run a goventmeot much hotter than 
the Congress(l). 

Q: Thoro is a fooling m some 
quartan that your victory hert 
rtinforces tho suspicion that tho 
Janata is fast becoming a ngional 
i party. 

A: No, you cannot coma to that 
conclusion just because we won in 
only one state. In feet, among all 
opposition ponies the Janata is the 
only one that has won some seat^ 
may be one, two, five, six or 140^ 
across the country. This shows that 
the Janata Party has an aLI*India i 
appeal and it is not confined to a 
state. You see, soon after the 1979 
Assembly elections, the Congress(I) 
was wiped out in most nates. It was 
in power only in one two states. 
Did that make it a regional party? 

Q: What abour you? You have 
said that you prefer natrooai /eve/ 
poixtJCf and you rook up tho ehiof 
mini.storship quite eohetantly. 
Does not this nctory bind you to 
Karnataka? 

A: Yes. Bur even then I hope I 
will b« able ro Hong pause) get 
myself relieved of this responsibiJ* 
ity even before the end of iMs term. 

Q: Does that mean you are pian~ 
ning to relinquish your chief minis* 
rersiixp soon? 

A; It depends. What 1 said was 
only a possibility. 

It is now being said that this 
vtctory makes you prime mioisie' 
rial material for the 1990 poll. 

A: X am not one of those who 
suffer from sd'rti illusions. It is the 
people who give the opportunity 
and assigunent. What ever they 
give, we have to accept. 

Q: Do you still believe in the 
necessity of a combated opposi¬ 
tion? Or do you think this victory in 
Xamatafca si^ais a Janata reaurg* 
ence? 

A: At the moment, no party in the 
opposition is in a position to boast: 
'’We can do it alone." But this 
election hat more or less tasted the 
popular base of efta various opposi* 


tion parties. The BJP in Rajasthan, 
and Madhya Prade^ the Janata in 
Kamaiaka. Oruaa and Gujarat, the 
DMKP in UP and Bihar and the 
CongressfS) in Maharashtra. This 
should open the eyes of the opposi* 
cion leaders and this should be the 
barometer for all future seat 
adjustments. 

Q: So, the quastton is: Are you 
still going to chase the mirage of 
opposition unity? 

A: No. 1 have said I won't and I 
.see DO reason now to change rey 
Buod. Trying for opposition unity is 
futile and we have wasted enuu^ 
lime and energy in chasing it. But 
for the future, this election can be 
taken as the indicator of the rela* 


R«Jiv Oandhi made a 
lot of mistakes during 
his campaign which 
we exploited very 
well...He lost a lot of 
credibility when he 
went on saying that 
tho performance of my 
government was | 
sero.. .The [leople ^ 
thought Rajiv Qandhi' 


was telling lies... 



tive strengths of the opposition par* 
ties. 

Q: One constant criticism by the , 
opposition was that the Congressfl) 
was an individualistic party, with , 
only one supreme loader. To^y we 
see the same thiog being repeetad 
in Karnataka. 

A: Well, if it has happened here . 
today, it is because of the political 
culture practised and propagated 
by the Congress for the last IS 
years. Wbai the Congress has done 
in this regard has influenced not 
only the other parties, but also the 
people. 

Q: But you need not have allowed 
it. Your perrymen re/eased advtr- 
risaments in newspapen witk your 
photo and the captions said, "Vote 
Hegde." 

A: No, actually I was against it, 
hut (bey were insistent. They said 
(he people would like to know who 
(he leader of the Janata Party ii. 

Q; But you still did not have ro 
roe rhe Consressdl Una which you 
have criticised so often. 

A; Yes, that is true. I don’t like 
any single person being pmjectad 
as the sole leader. Bui in this caae... 
[shrugs) 

Q: Does this reinforce the belief 
that people vote more for penonaL’* 
ties than parties? 

A: 1 don^ completely agree with 
that. You know, this personality 
business was there even during 
Pandiiji's time. Only then it was. 
natural—Panditji earned our love 
and affection. Mrs Indira Gandhi 
believed in the personality cult: but 
she cultivated and perfected it. 
This has affected all other parties. I. 
am certainly not for it. 

Q. Coming to the Prime Minister, 
don’t you think his election cam¬ 
paign was over*aggressive.^ And in 
sharp contrast the opposition took, 
it lying down. 

A; Not really. Rajiv Gandhi made a 
lot of mistakes during his campaign 
which we exploited very well Here 
he lost a lot of credibility when he 
went on saying that the perform* 
aoce of my government was sero. 
He was nusguided by the local 
Congress(i) leaders. The people 
thou^t Rajiv Gandhi was telling 
lies because they had seen my gov* 
ernment perform. Similarly, he 
went on harping about the one* 
parry rule. I demolished the argu 
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m^m with just one Jine: for tS yeers 
Kernel eke hmde Congress govem- 
ment. Whet is the wonderful de* 
velopinent chet has taken piece? In 
both these cases his credibility suf* 
fereii end I did not have to find any 
other issues. 

Q: Would you ognt rhat there 
was some e/nourtt of sympathy for 
you that helpud you win? 

A'. Not really. Only when people 
like Kerunakaran came here and 
made statements like '‘the people 
are waiting to throw out this gov¬ 
ernment'* there was some sym¬ 
pathy. It had nothing to do with my 
resignation. It was a positive vote 
on our performance. 

Q: How lottfi do you thtnk Aajrv 
Ctindhi will last? Will he complete 
his five year term? i 

A: I don't think the question is 
very relevent. 

Why are you people vo fond of 
this “reieiance busines*?" 

A: tf.aujAs). 

Q' Wall dotj'e you think this 
eiecrj'on has proved rhar the other 
opposition feeders ere irrelevant? 

A' Why? Thev did come here... 

Q: But they hardly campaigned... 

A: Why should we trouble them 
l^hen we can manage things S 




ispassiortate otyectMty 
of approach M dew^fate 
applicaoon of data are the 
two eyes of a decision¬ 
maker Steadiness of 
advocacy and thorougfviess 
to details are of the outfit of 
a leader Personal preiudice 
should not stain nor self- 
interest warp the decision 
Straight-fbrwardness in 
deaii^ strength of will, 
tenacity of purpose arx) 
capacr^ tor action are the 
hall-mark of a manager on 
Vbhom devotes the onus of 
decision-making. Clear¬ 
headed and confident Out 
conscious of risks, he 
comemes enterprise with 
caution. Resourceful and 
resriient, he accommodates i 

in his decisjor the ' 

imponderaoie and the 
ineiuctaDie. Uke automooiies 
rolling out of the assemofy 
line, decisions emerge from 
confererKe and contem¬ 
plation. from discussion and 
dedOeratlon 


ourselvesi" 

How much did the campaign¬ 
ing by the filmstars Anant Nag artd 
Shankar Nag help? 

A: Oh, they did u wonderfuj job. 

Q: It looks as though you are 
increasingly imttating the Congrea- 
stl?^the personality colt, fUnutars, 
computers... 

A Well, some techniques which 
are modern have lo be used 
ilaughsi. (There is) noching wrong 
in (hat. Anani and Shankar came to 
us and said they would campaign. 
We did nor go out of our way and 
call them. Every ciiiaen it free (o' 
come and campaign for ut 

Q: When ant you going to adtise 
the older opposition leaders to re- 
ttre, now that your re/evance and 
their irre/evaifce have been 
proved? 

At {Laughs) Why should I? I have 
my hands full here. I have to mind 
my own business. 

Q: Are you going to discuM tvith 
them the feet that state level lead¬ 
ership is proving orore effecrive in 
com baring ;he Congrea<ri;.^ Is it not 
better that their aspirations are 
confined to their states first? 

A: I quite agree. If we had only 
concentrated on the grassroots over 


the last seven years—after the 
Janata splii-^e would have done 
much better. Instead «rt wasted 
time at tha national level trying to 
take a sbeetcut to power.. I am 
referring only to the Janata Party. 
We nmply took in people like De^ 
LaJ and Karpoori Thakur who have 
made a name for themselves split¬ 
ting parties. 

Q: You hinted that you would like 
to reimguish your chief minis- 
tership and go back to naoonai 
level poliries- Who is going to take 
over here? Do you have a second 
rung ieadorship? 

A: Why, 1 have senior colleagues. 
Not just one, many.. 

Q: That is the problem. Vou have 
too many... 

A: Well, one of them wlU emerge 
as (he must acceptable person. 

Q: You now seem quite etnphetic 
that you would like to re-enter 
national politics. 

A: I don’t know how to explain it 
without being misunderstood. You 
see, in (he first place I did not want 
(o come here. 1 should not stick 
here permanently. There should be 
a change after every three years, 
four years. People get tired of 
seeing the same face. 
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ASSEAASLY ELECTIONS 


A Mature Bectorate 


Rajiv Gandhi's caiJ forone-poriy ru/o is rebuffed 

T he Indian electorate has (ion candidates, the Conj 
shown its maturity once be checked Pa^ar coulc 
again. Within ten weeks of better had he not insisied 
the Lok Sabha results^ in with the Bharatiya ianati 


T he Indian electorate has 
shown its maturity once 
again. Within ten weeks of 
the Lok Sabha results^ in 
which the splintered opposition was 
given a drubbing by the electorate, 
the monopoly oi the Congress(l) was 
curtailed. N. T. Rama Rao retained 
his hold over Andhra Pradesh. The 
Jeniti Party, led In Karnataka by 
the opposition's most astute leader. 
Ramakrishna Hegde, has been pvan 
a mandate bigger than what it re* 
ceived in 1983. In Sikkim Narbaha* 
dur Bhandari. who had suffered in 
(he days whan the ruling pany at the 
centre had not pledged itself to 
''clean*' poiltirs and toppled his gov¬ 
ernment through defections in May 
last year, has received in over* 
whelming mandate. In Maharashtra, 
the Congress (I> has barely retained 
power V inning 146 of the 266 seats: 
the Progressive Democratic Front 
lr.;d b> the Congress (Socialist) presi 
dent, Shared Pawar, having proved 
that by putting up common opposi* 


lion candidates, the Congress (I> can 
be checked Pauar could have done 
better had he not insisted on aligning 
with the Bharatiya Janata Party. The 
Cungreesmen in the Congress($) re* 
sented the BJP iie up and the BJP*$ 
showing in the rest of the country, as 
in Mahaiashira, has not been im¬ 
pressive Apan fruitt these states, in 
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, the 
showing of the ruling party has been 
less than spectacular In Bihar and 
Gujarat the Cungressdl had done 
well. Only in Himachal Pradesh, 
under the leadership of Veerbhadra 
Singh, can the Congress (I) perfon 
ance be desi 11 bed as rema rkable: f h e 
pany won >»i the 6S scats. In the 
Iasi electioM-, Mhen Ram Lai led the 
Congress(I) lu Himachal, to gam 
absolute majority some indepen 
dents had lu be wooed. This limr. 
despite denying tickets tu many rul 
mg party stalwartr.. V, B. Singh h is 
b^n able to repeat the perfiNi.u.m i 
of the Congies\ m the dayv * >f rh< i ■ 
Vr Y. S. Fam»4>. chi f oe. « 


Himecbai state. 

The Janata Party has emerged as 
the prominent opposition parry on 
the natKinal level. In the Lok Sabha 
polls too, the Janata, by being the 
only non*Communist national opposi* 
tmn party to receive double digit 
results (it won ten seats), became tba 
main opposition party after the Telu* 
gu Desam and the CPKM) This time, 
apart from comfortably retaining 
power in Kametake, the parry hat 
won seats in all the states where 
elections were held, except 
Himachal and Sikkim. The Jeneta 
Party has won 239 seats all over the 
country this lime, as compared to the 
179 It hed in the outgoing Assemb* 
lies. In Guiarei, the party has not 
done as well as it did earlier. By 
winning 14 teats, it has lost ground in 
seven seats in Gujarat. Apart from 
being the ruling party in Karnataka, 
the Janata Party has emerged as the 
main opposition in Orissa and Gu* 
larat 

The role of the main opposition in 
lie biggest state Assembly, Uttar 
Pradesh, has gone to the Dalit Mai* 
door Kisan Party (DMKP». which 
represents the former parties of 
Charan Singh (Lok Dal) and H. N. 
Bahugune (Democratic Socialist Par* 
ly), and which has won 66 of the 42S 
seats in UP. It has also emerged ai 
the principal opposition in the 
second largest Assembly, Bihar, by 
winning 44 of the 324 seats. The 
leader of the Bihai* unit of the DMKP, 
Karpoori Thakur, has won his own 
seat by an overwhelming margin. In 
Rajasthan, though the biggest 
opposition party is the BJP, by win* 
ning 27 seats, the OMKP too is a 
recognised opposition parry in a 
House of 250 (ten per cent of the 
total seats entitle a party to be 
recognised as a ''party** in a Legisla* 
ture. A party securing Itss.tbtt^hat 
number is called a "group**^ The 
DMKP has failed to retain its pre¬ 
sence in Che Orissa, Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh Assemblies, but 
has won a single seat in Himachal. 
(In Orissa, with Biju Patnaik having 
moved back to the Janata, the DMKP 
was wiped out. In Madhya Pradaah, 
on the eve of the election, the party's 
looa MLA and Kate president, 
Ramashtnkar Singh, defected to the 
Congreea*!, thus becoming the last 
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<l»f«ctor before the Antl*Defection 
Aci peewd. The entire OMKP 
unit In MP joined the Coofresi •! on 
the eve of the polls.) The DMKP h«s 
emerged ai a major party is the 
Hindi belt. 

W hile the DMKP has picked up 
1S2 seats in four states, the BJP 
has suffered major revarsat all over, 
to slip down from its tally of 197 in 
the dissolved Assembilas to the pre* 
aent 166. in Madhya Pradesh, with 59 
seats, the BJP has won two less than 
it did earlier to emerge as the main 
opposition. In Rajasthan, the party 
has gained six seats and with its 
present strength of 36 seats wdl be 
the mein opposition party. The 
DMKP’s poorest showing has bean in 
Himachal, where even the state par* 
ty leader Shanci Kumar has been 
defeated. It has won seven as com* 

E sred to 29 in the last House. In 
ihar too, the BJP has lost ground, 
winnsng only 12 against 21 in the last 
Assembly. In Karnataka, where the 
BJP had played dirty tricks with the 
Janata government of R.K. Hegde, 
the people have given a rebuff to the 
BjP: only two of the 16 seats have 
been retained. (The Hegde govern¬ 
ment was formed with BJP support In 
1983.) In Maharashtre, the BJP has 
vron IB.one lass than before, in Uttar 
Pradesh, the BJP has gained by five 
seats by winning 16 seats. In Gujarat 
loo. the BJP has improved its posi¬ 
tion. winning two more seats, to gain 
11 In Andhra Pradesh, with the 
support of NTR, the BJP has moved 
up from three to eight seats and in 
Orissa, where the party drew a blank 
last time, a token presence of one 
BJP member will be seen this time. 

The Congress (Socialist), which is 
primarily a party of old Congress 
stalwarts of Maharashtra. Kerala and 
Assam, is the only national opposi¬ 
tion party which has not fared well 
on a countrywide scale. With 44 
seats, Shared Pawar as the leader of 
PDF will be an effective opposition 
leader in Maharashtra. In Madhya 
Pradesh and Bihar, the party has won 
a seat each. In Bihar, after defections 
to the Congressd) took place on- a 
mass scale last year, the Congress(S) 
had been left with only a skeleton 
number, with former union minister 
Dhariam Bir Smha as the state unit 
president The token victory will at 
lease justify the existence of Sinha's 
party in the state 
Of the (wo Communist parties, the 
CPl(M) has gained ground in UP 
while losing badly in Bihar It had no 
saais in the outgoing UP Assembly, 
now it has thraa. In Bihar, iha party 
has one MLA. earlier it had six 
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members in iha Assembly. In Andhra 
Pradesh, it has more than doubled Its 
presence: from five to 11. Jn Kamata* 
ka, It has two, one seat less than 
before. In Maharashtra, the sutus 
quo has been maintained with rwo 
seats aod in Rajststhan the token 
presence of one has been retained. 
Altogether, the CP](U) had 17 seau 
in these states before, now it has 20. 
In the cate of the CPI. however, the 
results have not been heartening. 
From a total of 43 from seven of the 
states where polls ware held, the 
party has 34 now. In Rajasthan, the 
party's token presence has been 
wip^ out. It has improved its status 
In Karnataka marginally. In Bihar 
and Andhra, h has 11 seats each 
while in Maharashtra and Orissa tha 
party has one member each aod in 
UP it has woo live scats. 

One party which had won many 
byelections in the last few years wos 
Menaka Gandhi's Rashtriya Sanjay 
Manch (RSM). The party has b^n 
almost wiped out in these electiems 
The victory ot Virendra Praiap Shahi 
in Gorakhpur district’s Lakshmjpur 
seat may put the RSM into the UP 
Assembly, but what cannot be 
ignored is (bat Shahi is a known 
mafia leader of his area and could 
have won the seat eveo as an inde* 
pendent. Menaka Gandhi’s close 
lieutenant, Akbar Ahmed, who was a 
firebrand opposition personality in 
(he UP Assembly after he left (be 
CoDgressd) when tha RSM was 
formed, did not coium the elections 
rhts lime. Menaka Gaodhi has been 
totally eclipsed. 

The major fallout of the eleaiMs 
has been that the poor showing of the 
ruling party, when compared to the 
Lok Sabha elections, bas made the 
old guard in the Congreas(I) optimis* 
tic. The Induction of Harideo Joahi as 
the chief ninister of Rajasthan is an 
indication of eba revival of the old 


guard, which hes novad on to tha 
ibackbenches since the days of San¬ 
jay Gandhi. The ratenrion of (he 
chief ministers in Orisss, MP. Gu* 
jarai, Maharashtra, Himachal, and 
UP shows that the party high com* 
msod is not in a mood for major 
reshuffling in the states. The Kama* 
taka debacle has emboldened (ha 
former chief minister and Congres- 
s(I) Working Committee member, R. 
Gundu Reo, to seek an emergent 
meeting of the CWC to dUcust (he 
results. There is talk about requlil* 
tioning a meeting of the AlCC as 
well. The old guard, which had been 
slighted during the distribution of 
tickets in the l^k Sabha and Assem¬ 
bly polls, is now feeling emboldened. 
The Anti-Defection Act can hold 
together the legislators, but it will 
not affect the working of the organi¬ 
sational committees. These bodies, 
the PCCs and the AlCC were not 
constituted by the present ruling 
elitO' In the very first session of the 
eighth Lok Sabha, there was an occa¬ 
sion when IS of the 16 speakers in a 
Parliamentary’ Party Meeting (on the 
Anti-Defection Bill) spoke critically 
of (he official line Inner-party demo¬ 
cracy seems to be reviving in die 
CoQgress(I). The Assembly results 
have restored inner-party democracy 
in the Congressd). Can there be a 
better proof of the maturity of the 
Indian electorate than the Sikkim, 
Andhra and Karnataka verdicts, 
which lidve shown the people’s 
annoyance at the politics if dMac- 
liob and topplingP <ln the Lok Sabha 
polls, in Jammu and Kashmir also the 
toppling game was rebuffed and 
Farooq AMoUah's party vron.) Rajfv 
Gandhi's call for one-party rule In 
the centre and the states too haa 
been rejected. The Indiin eleetoraiei 
appirently. cannot be taken for 
granted. 
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ANDHRA PRADESH 

A jubilant chief minister N. T 
Rama Rao termed his Telugu 
Desam Party's victorious return to 
power as people's victory” and ii 
was indeed a resounding vote from 
the Telugu electorate to NTR against 
the defectors who had ‘‘stabbed him 
in the bach" last year. The Telugu 
Desam Party won 202 seats m a 
House of 294 ielectmns for two con¬ 
stituencies were countermanded). 
The party had won the same number 
of seats in the 19D3 Assembly elec- 
tions when it first swept the polls ro 
form the government in the state. 
The four opposition parties which 
had an electoral adjustment with the 
Telugu Desam improved their stand' 
ing considerably 

For the Congressd). the state 
Assembly elections proved even 
more disastcous than the 1983 elec, 
tions, wirh its number falling to 49 
seats in the Legislative Assembly 
from the CO it had retained two years 
•go. Despite all indications tu the 
contrary, the state party leadership 
persisted in pinning its hopes on the 
nine per cent increase in the votes 
during ihe Lok Sabha elections and 
the 75 Assembly segments where the 
party had got a higher margin of 
votes. There were pointers aplenty 
for the CQTigress(l) including the ut¬ 
ter demoralisation among the paiiy 
workers; 22 candidates lefused to 
even file their nomination papers but 
the state leaders continued to advo¬ 
cate the point of view to the party 
high command that the Coogressfl) 
had good chances of maiginelly in¬ 
creasing the nurriberuf seats it had in 
the dissolved Legislative Assembly. 
The party tried to project u fresh 
clean image by fielding new cundi. 
dates for a majoriry of the »eats it 
contested but failed to convince ihe 
electorate which rejected most of the 
new faces. For, it was the Congress 
stalwarts who won. The APCCd) 
chief, Dr Y. S. Rajasekhar Reddy, 
retained his Pulivendla constituency 
with an impressive margin uf over 
30,000 votes but tendered his res¬ 
ignation froto the APCC(l) yet 
another time, accepting the responsi¬ 
bility for his party's miserable show, 
ing at (he polls. 

Hie presence of the 222 candidates 
of the Democratic Telugu Desam 
Party (DTDP) led by NadendU Bhas- 
kara Rao had the effect of reminding 
the public of (he dubious manner in 
which hfr Rama Rao's government 
had been ousted and Mr Bhaskara 
Rao installed as the chief minister 
with the help of the Congretsd). All 
the DTDP candidates with the sole 


exception of Bhaskara Rao lost their 
deposits, polling on an average less 
than 400 votes in each constituency. 
Mr Bhaskara Rac hiinself. while man 
aging (u retain his security deposit, 
lost lu (he sitting BJP MLA. In- 
drasena Reddy, by over 17.000 votes 
at Maljkpei constituency ni Hyder¬ 
abad which he had chosen with great 
care. Hiv hopes weie based uu the 
anTicipati.u suppuri of (he minoniy 
ioniinunay to be mobilised by the 
support of the Hajlis e-Ittehadul 
Musaimcen iMIM) and the large seg 
meni of state government em¬ 
ployees Of ihe $S MLAs whu had 
opted lu support Bhaskaia Kao in 
forming ihe miiiistiy m August 1983, 
only one. V. Ram Bhupal Chowdhury, 
was elected ai Kurnuol vonstituency 
on ihe Cungressdl tickel; (he resi 
lost ai the polls. 

The MIM, a poll ally uf Bhaskara 
Rao's DTDP whWh had held five 
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seats ill the dissolved Legislative 
Assembly, lost one seat in Kaiwaii 
cuiistituuncy to the BJP candidate, 
who Was suj>poiied by the lelugu 
Desam Party. Even the KayaJaseenia 
Vimuchaiia Saimthi which had raised 
the highly emotional and sensitive 
issue of “jusiice lot Kayaiaweina 
region,'' could not make a dent in the 
unyielding support to the Telugu 
Desam Party. Dr Kamenne Reddy, 
(he Samithi leader who had been 
elected from Proddatur constituency 
in 19S3 un a Telugu Desam ticket, 
could not make any headway. 

The non.Congresslll vote was con¬ 
solidated in favnur cif fha Telugu 
Desam and its allies which increased 
its percentage of votes by 2.2 per 
cent. The consolidation resulted in 
the sharp reduction in the election of 
independent and rebel candidates. 
The CPU CPKMh the BJP and the 
Janata doubled the seats in the 
House having entered into a pull 
adjusuoent with the Telugu Desam. 
The BJP won eight uf the ten seats it 


contested, ihe CPI won 11 ^leais oiii 
of 15, the CPl(M) 11 of the 12 ron^ii- 
(uencies it mnle^t^J dnd thv laiuiui 
Party raised its stienyth to two mmix 
having fielded four candidatcx. 
ghMhha ikigH. HyobraM 


ORISSA 


T he Cuiigrvsxtll NUbC4‘(*dt'il mi k- 
(MTHtiiig ii> IS80 |>vrlMriM.iiitv ol 
securing ihrct-tMUiths niaiottiy in 
the 147 UK iuIht Ori>\it AsNcriililv, 
tbaiikv lo ih(' lulf hearied appiodch 
ul ihr Jaiiaiu Pariv lu (hv ek-ciiorjs 
Biju Palnaik dept-ndiul tnoiv on a 
sympathy vote fui his k-adcrshii^ 
ihaii Mil any serious elfiirt (m sirmg 
ihvi! the jdiiaiii machiuoiv Mivr 
taking a lead In the i-Mii|i.Mgruiig 
over ihe Congicrsvtl) ai ihv iniiiat 
siage, Uiju Patnaik gave up liiu ofloii 
sive and lalksd ni tornis oi eviikiiig 
svmpHiJiy, red 11 riding ihu peupU' m} 
his past cuiirri but ions (u the >lai«- 

and his Wish lMilcvoiv“nivi.isi life lo 
the service m 1 the slate " He did nol 
move iK-ynnd his own Hluiliaiieswai 
cunslituemv and a few other consii- 
lueniips III I'uii and Cuttack districts 
to curnpriigM Ki.ihei ih.io his appu- 
rent oveiKMiljdeiKe, lu- ss-ono'd i<> 
sulfvi ftoid a sOMsr of dc mcii.ilisatitMi 
boMi oui uf A lew days mI ilhu-ss 
duiiMg ih<- vaiiipaiguiug jmJ j pili 
able lack ui ic»oiMces inmpaied to 
the unlimited iikmiv.v power of ihv 
luling jMiiy. Thai Bi|u Painaik had 
suitendeivd the battle hetoiv ihc 
p«)|ls was evidc'iil tioin hisexptession 
of surprise ar the big inaigiii ut (»vci 
id.tXJO vutc.s by wills h hv won the 
Bhubaneswar ^-ai 
The p<'IJ itsuits hau- ritadc N'jiidi 
111 Satoaihy's political tuiuie stiII 
more uiKertain since hei J.igiarOris 
sa iMigged only het own Dhi-JikaUal 
seal and that vl an m(it-|K-Mdeiii 
backed bv ii as agamsi the K*; sc-jIs 
the pany cun tested. Tlu- Cl* I has 
been drublied having woo only one 
seat against its earlier sirvngrh of 
foul. The CPI(M) and some other 
minor parties have again fared mis¬ 
erably. The BJP uiid the SL'Cl have 
wun one seal each. The strength of 
the independents has fallen Irom ten 
to five but signilicairJy includes two 
t'<ingrer«(I' rebels. Despite (he Con 
grcssflVs ret uni to power wiih 117 
seats and Hu maintenance of the 
status quo about the state's lead¬ 
ership under J.B. Patnaik, the CM's 
camp was haunted by uncertainty 
amidsi reports that he would be 
changed in preference to some one 
more acceptable by the party high 
command. 
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UTTAR PRADeSH 


I i for the ruling P^ty the results of 
the Assembly polls mein the end 
of the syrrpiThy wav&for the opposi¬ 
tion they could also mean the open¬ 
ing of a new chapter. The combined 
strength of the oppose ion in the new 
42S member i)P Assembly 1127 
I minus independents) is large enough 
to shatter the myth that there is no 
alternative' to Congress rule even if 
the people want It. Ironically, after 
sweeping the Parliament polls, the 
Congressd) lost its two-chirds major 
ity in the previous Assembly where it 
had .109 out of 425 seats, getting 
merely 26G seats. All major op5>osj- 
lion paiiie^ recovered fivm the div 
asinms slump in December 1964. The 
DMKP which had won only two par- 
liamentarv seats even managed to 
improve on its strength of 60 in the 
last Assembly to 86 now. The Janata 
gut 19. the BJP 16 and the CPI six 
sears and all this with hardly any seat 
adjustments among them Among the 
mujor Congre$s<l) reverses were the 
defeat uf four ministers, one of them 
being K.P. Tiwari from Karchana 
(Allahabad) who had earlier been 
denied the party tjcket for the par 
liameniary election to accommodate 
matinee idol Amirahh Bachchan Mr 
Tiwari later blamed his defeat nn his 
i feltow-Congressman, Ashok Bajpal. 
son of CPCC(I) office-bearer, Rejen- 
dra Kumari Bajpai. He said that the 
Si^P Allahubpd.Uma Shankar Bajpai. 
had given free licence to his oppo¬ 
nents to use stronghold tactics 
egamsi him at the instance of Ashok 
Bajpai From ilu* pattern of victories 
and defeats, tt is clear that the Con* 
grest(l)'s losses were not sn much 
due to the ebb in the sympathy wave 
as its keenness to infuse new blood 
into its list of MLAs. Wherever a 
large number of sitting MLAs were 
denied rickets, the party lost on 
account of rebel activity. Even if the 
rebels had not openly contested 
ogamst party candidates in many 
constituencies, they did wurk against 
the official nominees, notably the 
two Gorakhpur mafia dons 
HariShankar Tiw'an (independent) 
and Veerendra Shahi (Rashtriya San- 
jay Munch) who won. 

mmur arm*, tucanvw 


MADHYA PRADESt^ _ 

I n the Madhya Pradesh Assembly 
elections, the Congresstr got two* 
third majority after winning 250 
seats, four mote than what it did m 


1980. But the victory has not been 
considered a remaricable fear on the 
part of the Con^ssd). In conpari- 
I son, the BJP has done fairly well 
after winning 59 seats, cme less than 
It had in the lasi Assembly in 1980. 

A new trend that has emer^ in 
' the recent Assembly elections is that 
the BJP and the Congress(I) have 
, both made inroads in each others' 
stronghold. The Madhya Bharat re* 
gjon was once a bastion of the BJP 
and m 1960 the party won 94 seats 
from the region. But this time, 
however, it could win only 14 seats. 
The BJP's base in Indore, Ujjain, 
Mandsaur and Ratlam has been com¬ 
pletely eroded. The BJP 

lewder and leader of the opposition 
in the state Assembly. b.L. Patwa 
contested from two seats Manasa 
and Bhujpur but he lost in Manasa. 
Three other prominent leaders of the 
BJP, Sheetela Sahai (East LeshkerK 
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I Satya Naraiit Jaiia (Ujjain) and Vik- 
I rum Verma (Dhar) also lost from the 
region The only notable win for the 
BJP was the victory of the party's 
I state president, Kailash Joshi who 
' won from Bagli. The fwmer chief 
I minister of Madhya Pradesh, V.K. 
I Saklecha, wbolefllheBJPinNovem• 
| ber 1984, was defeated frmn Jawed 
I (Mandsaur). 

j The Congress! I > received a setback 
' in Indore where rebel candidate 
I Suresh Seth defeated the Congress! n 
I numinee. Another rebel Congress! 1) 
' candidate, Kumar Mukhraj Singh 
! won from Saraipalli. Mrs Saja Bhe* 

' die, wife of senior Congress(I} minis- 
j ter, J.L. Bhedia lost to an indepen- 
I dent candidate supported by the 
' labour leader of Chbatishgarh 
' Shankar Guha Niyogi from Dandilo- 
hara in Durg dittnet. The DMXP 
state unit president Ramashanker 
Singh, who joined the Congrass(l) 
only in the last week of January, won 
from Ron constituency in Bhind dis¬ 


trict. The DMKP could not win a 
single seat, but the Janata Party did 
win five. 

IVnMtSM BAopaf 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 


B hajan Lai's formula that 
Himachal Pradesh should be 
merged with Punjab was opposed by 
the 6JP to exploit the sentiments of 
the people of Himachal Pradesh for 
the elections. This was the main issue 
on which the BJP campaigned 
against the Congress(l). But when 
the campaign was in its peak. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi rejected the 
Bhajan Lai formula in an election 
meeting in Himachal Pradesh. The 
BJPs strategy soon started crumb¬ 
ling. The election results show the 
humiliating defeat for the BJP which 
was dreaming to foi m a government 
in the state. 

The BJP was the main opponent uf 
(he Congress! I) and naturally It put 
in its efforts and energy for (he 
Assembly elections. However, the 
BJP could win only seven seats: a 
comedown for the party which had 27 
MLAs in the 68-member House Bar¬ 
ring three snow-bound constituen¬ 
cies—Lnhul 5piti. Kiniiar and Bhur- 
maour—where elections will rake 
place on 25 May, out of 65 seats 
coniestOQ, the Congressll) won S5 
seats. 18 seats mure than it% strength 
in the last Assembly. Hh' BJP won 
seven, the DMKP one and two seats 
were won by independent candi¬ 
dates. 

BJP stalwarts like former chief 
minister and stare unit president 
bhanta Kumar lost to the Congress!I) 
nominee from Sullah, his iraditiunal 
seat since 1972. The BJP slate unit 
vice-president Kishori Lai and for¬ 
mer speaker Swaran Kumar also lost 
to the Congress!!) candidates, Janata 
Party leaders like Ranjit Singh and 
Shyama Sharma also lost. 

Though the Congress!!deceived a 
two-thirds majority, it suffered a set¬ 
back in Jogindernagar constituency 
from where the former minister of 
state Gulab Singh was defeated by 
rebel candidate Ratan Lai. 

Chief Minister Vlrbhadra Singh, 
popularly known as "Raja Sahab," 
won from his traditional seat Jubbal 
Kuikbai with a margin of more than 
17,000 votes. Other prominent Con¬ 
gress! I) winners were KPCC<I) presi¬ 
dent Gian Chand Totu, transport 
minister Sat Mahajan, education 
minister Sant Ram. acting speaker , 
Vijay Joahi. minister of state for i 
heahh Vijayendra Singh and minis¬ 
ter of state for law Rangilt Ram Rao. 
gawue 
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htve bagged 42 seats at 
Together, the antiCanpe:^ fvrct>« 
won only S3 seats. The results 
showed that the ruling party Mill 
held its sway over the KHAM {K^lut 
riyas, Harijans, Adiv»si« ttnd Mils- 
liens) vote banks, although tin* ('on 
gress(]> had not adhered to its 198U 
strategy of selecting candidatts 
maiQly from these classes All the 
reserved seats for the inhals and 
harijans went to the ruling purtv. 
Even the anti'rcservaiion stir Uun* 
ched by students during the election 
campaign did not hold much wyter. 

In 19A0. the Congress^ I) won 140 u{ 
the 182 seal*' in the Oujarat Assem¬ 
bly. setting an tf 11-time record which 
has been shattered now The chiH 
minister, Madhavsnih SuJankj, 
attained the distinction of becoming 
the first man at the helm of the Mate 
sinca it came into being m )9&U tv 
have completed an uninterrupted iC' 
nure. He capped it wnh his sevenih 
consecutive victory in Bhadian con 
stituency in Kaiia diMricr. ihc myr 
gm of victory nvei his lan.iia rival, 
Himatsinb Jadav. was more than 
41,000 votes Five of his cabinet 
colleagues also cruised lo ar easy 
victory. Also victorious were some of 
his closest allies *0 the fray, im lud 
ing Mahant Vi|aydasjt, president of 
the Gujarat Pradesh CongressiJ) and 
Piof. Kasreukh Patel, general svcrei- 
ar* of the party. The only maior 
setback for the Congress! h wax m 
Morvi, where the BJP candidate. 
Am rut Aghara, trounced the vice- 
president of the GHCCd), Jivraj Thu- 
ban, by a margin uf 7,0ltU voles. 

The ruling party swept the polls in 
south Giilarat, bagging all the 29 
seats m the region. It lust 12 of the 52 
seats in Sauriishlra, one of the six 
seats m Kuich, 12 of the 52 seats in 
north Gujarat and eight of the 4i 
seats in central Cuj oat. The spei^ker 
of (he Gujarat Assembly and one ol 
the few Congress! I) dissidents in the 
fray. NarwarUl Sh;ih, also retained 
his Dhandhuka seat by a margin uf 
more than 15.000 vutos. But the de¬ 
puty speaker and a Janata loader, 
Ramniklal Dhami, lost his Dhoraji 
seat to the Cungressil). Of the 2.i 
Congressd) rebels, including eight 
MLAs who were denied tickets by 
(he oarty, only four njanaged to get 
elected. They were Karamsinh Mak- 
wane from Ch^ula. Rcimsinh Solanki 

from Bayad, U adhar Va^bela from 
Deesa asd Shankerji Tbakore from 
Kheralu. A number of prominent 
heads rn the oppusition have rolled. 
They include Makartnd Desal, presi¬ 
dent of the BJ^s Gujarat unit and a 
iirttng MLA, Dalaukhbhai Godhani, 
leader .of the Jaaata inthe disaolved 
HouM, and Jaapal Singh, former 


Shekhawai is the only opposition 
leader the ruling party is afraid of. 
He had been chief minister of the 
state for about three year^ during the 
Janata regime He has no charges of 
corrupt tun agniiisi him U is no secret 
that some «»vrr7ealvus opposition 
leadeiN du not like Mr Shekhawat as 
they know the: hi$ personaUty over¬ 
shadows (hr ,. He thus proved (o be 
a (hum in the eyes not only of the 
ruling paiiy b.it some opposition 
leaderN as well. Shekhawat took no 
chance and in a bid to not allow the 
ruling party lu concentrate against 
him at one place, he contested from 
two cunstMuencivv' Ambir in Jaipur 
disiriii and Nimhahera in Chictor- 
garh diMrici. Hv won ficim huth the 
consiuuvnciev with big margins 


T he BJP, DMKP and Janata 
alliance has lost a golden chance 
to rule the state of Rajasthan. The 
opposition front in the state missed 
(he opportunity of fortrung the gov¬ 
ernment by a narrow margin. Unity 
and a little more effort on their part 
would have forced the Congressd) lu 
once again sit in the opposition as it 
did In 1977. 

In sharp contrast lo the l/ok Sabha 
polls only two months ago, the 
Vidhan Subha elections proved to he 
a nightmare for the ruling party in 
Rajasthan. It had captured ull the 2S 
Lok Sabha seats with comfortable 
margins in 187 Assembly segments 
Only in 13 segments could the 
opposition establish a lead over Con- 
gressd) candidates. This time in (he 
Assembly elections, the ruling party 
conceded defeat at the hands of the 
joint opposition m 8$ Vidhan Sabha 
constituencies. In many others it 
escaped defeat by a slender margin. 
In all. it could capture only 113 scats. 
In two constituencies electionn were 
countermanded due to the death of 
the candidates who were contesting 
In rhe outgoing Vidhan Sabha. (he 
Congress(l) had 150 seats and the 
opposition 50 seats. 

The results of the Vidhan Sabha 
elections in the state have been baf¬ 
fling. Neither had the Congressdi 
ever imagined such humiliation at 
(he hands of the electorate only two 
months after a complete sweep by its 
candidates, nor had the oppovitton 
ever expecteu such a windfall. The 
former chief minister. Shiv Charan 
Machur, had claimed he would cap¬ 
ture at least 170 seats though hit 
successor, Ueera Lai Deopura. was 
not that optimistic. He had hoped lo 
at least mainiain the status quo by 
regaining 150 seats. The opposition, 
on the odier hand, was completely 
demoralised. 

Till 20 February 198$, the opposi 
tion seemed as it ii was fighting an 
already lost battle. Man Singh’s kill¬ 
ing by the police in a fake encounter 
on 21 February in Deeg proved to be 
a shot in the arm for the opposidun. 
As a result of the incident, the 
morale of the alliance suddenly 'hot 
up and the campaign, which had 
been hitherto defensive, turned 
offensive. But an analysis of the 
election results clearly shows that 
the Man Singh episode had little 
impact on the electorate. 

‘The omosition leaders had de* 
dared before newsmen thet in case 
they could get a majority in the 
Vidhan Stbha, Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat would be their leader Mr 


T h V O •ngresst 1 1 c halked up a spet - 
laciilar victory in rhe tiujarat 
Assembly elections, cjpiuring an un 
precedeiiied 149 of the 182 seat* in 
(he House. However, the opposition 
cut a sorry figure noneof (hem could 
claim the status of a lecognised 
oppositiun in the House, for which a 
party need:, at least 17 seats The 
Janata Parry won 14 scats, the BJP 
romped home on 11 iiod the DMKP 
did not contest any seat un its sym¬ 
bol. The parties that drew a blank 
were the regtonul Duurdarshi Parry 
and the two Communist parties. 
Eight independents were also 
elected to the Assembly. 

The victory was in a way an im- 
proveiueiit on the performance of the 
Congress! 1) in the December polls 
when IT won 24 of rhe 2b Lnk Sabha 
seats from Gujarat At (hai time, the 
party was trailing in as many as 42 
Assembly segments Had the trend 
continued, the opposition should 


wiMV ir-n raew* iM 
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r^Hict' ^(immmioiit^r ot H^ruda, who 
contovTeJ «kN an independent. h^vinK 
heeii cxpvik'd fruin the RJK 
I W«imen pUiyed d key tnlc in the 
I elecliniist ihore were d> mdtiy 
' womt'ii i jmIrJ.iieN diium^ the 1.H7 
i<»nteM.niTN in ilie held. Ten uf them. 
nHiiiJmu nine beli»n&init i<> the Con* 
i i< li<«ve won. They eie; Kumu* 
dnii tBhuj). Tamcez 

: Kiirv^ln iKiiInpun. Ui (lit < bakNhmi 
rN.<Muja». Kusum Kh<jmbhii|a 
! U meethj, Shanin Mak^ittui (Sojit 
I KM. hiiar.ili I’.ileJ iChiklllif 4iiJ SdVi 
ta Pdtvi <l’«nUi) The hjne uppu^ition 
K'MMaii«dinliilate to win wa'> Champ** 
1’ iii.,o 'A I he liiildt.i 

A iHiiahIv will hy ihe opiWMiiun 
u.i'. ih.ii nl lorriKi ehiet minj>tei and 
I iiM* JaiMid leader. Chinidnhhdi 
l'<M< t. \rn\n Cnjha in iiiitth Oujacdt 
I’m i d aKiiiiist iwn other candidaiev 
Mi I’aiel rnuijied hintu* In j nijr^in 
<»t Vi lies over hi.s neiire^t Con 

. Aiii ssit^ I IN ills .Nfjii^.iliJds Kdtel Mr 
V.,H I. ihn w,i*i lOturiledtoihe Huu>c 
ih'iti iainoHlhpur in >auM%lilrd in 
ihHii .hilled hi« cnrisiiiiieiivy to Un 
rh.i ihi^ iiJiU*s ohviouslv in M«iKh o1 u 

sail M dj 

Tu$h»r 8h#rf. Ahmetfated 

MAHARASHTRA 

T in le eleetiun of Vasantdade 
l\ii li roi e hmi’th Ui m was p<i»i. 
>>K iinlv liiidn>e of (he 
, sUrKlii ni.iiniity nl U>2 s«au in a 
hnnvMl 29^ I he results, loi th« first 
: iiMK', ihtew up the phetmmenon uf 
/•Ml seal (list I Ills for the Conitro 
SI i I I he [Ml s « LMt inme of I he s«ven 
' siMts ih KniMd none of the 14 seats 
I III N.isik iind cJinK* ot the three in 
I (huhInn»h. While it hds l>een wiped 
I oh: 'ii I he tiuee districts. Ihe oppOHi- 
' iioTi, un the fii St lone hull seats in all 
I di (r<.ts. cxit'ix one, Akolu. fii fact, 
nm 'iiKe the sturmy days ot the 
S*n'i\Mki,i Mdhdrdshira movement 
htks The M|k|ii>siriun Keen returned in 
such hiipi nnmliers in the Assembly, 
h nidv he reed I led ihiit when the 
I slate tvus Icnmed in l!j60 the then 
; chiet nikinsiei, Y.K. Chuvan, had to 
I 1 ml net members from the Peaumlv 
: and Win Km s Party to i;ei a nidjorily 
; h'^.insi' Ihe Ou kill at MLAs had xuno 
c<> <>kkk<n ,ti 

Ilk l!ie ivihni' paitv's liudiliondl 

I sM«H»^hiih1 iff Vkesteio MdhdiasJilid 

r vvliidi ks djsM the territory of Vdsani 
dddo i'diil. >he puity was literally 
Cron need winning tuilv fiU ot the 111 
seals, it IS here that Rujis Uandhi's 
poluN of Tr\ iriK to break the su angle 
hold of cooperative vapiidlists or (he 
su|4or barons ovet the administracion 
backfiied on the Congresn's electoral 
fortunes 


A confident Shai»d Patvar and hi& 
lieutenants claim that it was a 
*‘Pawar wave” in rural Maharashiia 
togelhej with the influence of ihe 
Hheikari Sanghaiarta. particularly in 
Nusik district, (hat gave the opposi 
linn PDl’ Riuup its lUT scuts. Mure 
I sipniticani is the fact (hat Shared 
I Pawji benefited horn the Congres 
s< 11 discont ell t in dir ect pi npor t ion tu 
I the degiet' that the Coiigiess lust. As 
I he hini.wlf said, Kajiv (laiidhi loured 
' 1R disti lets and the Cnngrvssi'i lust 
' III reo of them 

' The chief miiiisiei jUi):cdly |« n 
Pi u mi I a ChavanS candidate Vila. 
' Paul. delvuU’d in Karad Soulh und 
also gel ^’veral of (he reliefs whn 
were close to him ekcit'd, hk'* Ih 
Pjiangrao ICad«iin vl biludi Waiigi, 
< his close fiieiid. Mr Balasaheb 
I Thiuar, son ol hisfi irnd kaiiich.otdra 
Saikwadiol Walva «nd Saniav Miigh 
, <*aekts.id, nephew rtf Uda> sing (Jack 
' w.nj his ardent fiillowsH m %IialuMwi 
di Parlv soul tec say ihal theie was 
no chiliismatu state leadei whu 
could cani|Mi«(ii for the ruliiig iwiiy 
candidates and countei the charges 
levelled bv Snar*icl Pawai The oiost 
I common eMplanalion for the parly's 
IHK/i showing in comparison wjili its 
I counterpart in Cujarat, Kaiasthar. 
I and Mudhia Pradech. is that the 
chief null isle I waiiud a slender 
, iliajUMlv VI th.il Ik* cooIcI cuioniuv as 
chiel niinisier fie saw to n ihai iiiosl 
I of his men were* electc'd f I Id) and lot 
, the rest he saw lu it that those who 
could be a nuisance would be defe 
j aied Eai lier. he iiiaiiagc'd to see thai 
poiential rivals (or the chief minis 
tership iHiruy, Pratt bha Pali I and 
Niglankar Patil) were denied tickets 
lhal speaker atiei speaker at ih*. 
C'otigrevs l.egislaiuie Pails men 
tiunc'd the slender Hia/uiiiy as a 
leason tot dada’s rc Uecttuii leflecls 
pooily 00 tlie cotdidence uf a party 
that rtmted the upposition )usi two 
montha agu in the Luk Sabha elec 
tioDs. 

The Congrc.*:s, which mopped up 
. Sl.SS per cent uf vuicfi in the Luk 
Sabha elections, saw its peiceiitage 
plummet to 42 per cent while that uf 
the opposition went up from 30 pel 
cent to 37 per cent. The opposition, 
which secuied a majortty in only hb 
Assembly segments in Ueceiiihci, 
scored over the lolirig party in lib 
Assembly segmeots (his (iaie. The 
. Sbetkaxi Saiighatarui. according to 
CongiesstS) leader Anil Mehta, **was 
{ more effective this time as ihei; 

acuvistc were fielded on our tickets 
; in one or two coiistiioencies. This 
: had a muliiplier elfeci in Kelwan, 
I Baglan. Nihpad and parts oi DouUli 
I in Navik district " 

' (%e refla* •vHbay 


PONDICHERRY 

P uiidichciry uas the exception to 
die rule as fui as (he voting 
I patCein in thv south went. While 
: Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
drove out the Congress(l). Pon- 
dic'heii^ welcunied the party after a 
. lapse iki ll> years. The AIADMK- 
Coiigrevstl) alliance secured an absu* 
lute* majoiity in the iOiiioinber 
Assiinblv with The Congiessfl) win 
ning IS of the 2U seats it contested 
rtkicl like A1A17MK SIS uf the ten it 
contested Ihe UMK has mice again 
suffered a defeat bv winning only 
l.se seals agvtinsi ihr i2 it vontc'Sted. 
'lw<> seals wi'M. won by Ihe Janata 
Pally whut) kiniicsied the elecliuns 
on Its own and iwu seats weal lu 
mck’pvndeiiis b. Karnaswamy, a for 
iiK'i VI lief niiiiisiet, and A. Sound* 
aiauogan, uo .\i.'.JMK lebel who 
dcleaU'd tin iilficial AlAUMK caitdi* 
date Ihc CPI which Lunlesled four 
seats and (he CPl(M) which con* 
tested ihiee seals have both been 
I wiped out. 

The combine was far ahead of the 
Hpposition parties ai the time of the 
campaign Theie was a bevy of 
' ciowdartiacting Juiniiiaiies like 
Jav.iljlithe, Sivaji (^anesait and, of 
couicc, Ha.iiv Oandhi himself who 
bi«»Mghi ill Uie voles for the 
AIADMK (.ongressd) aJliuiice. The 
depleted uppusiiiun had nnly a tired 
Kaxujianidhi whu spared no ufforiit to 
^ make a coincbauk in the union terri* 
toiy. The inevitable skitmishes be* 
tween the DMK and the Janata and 
' the final snapping uf ties turned the 
viiU’i's .ig.unsi (he opposition as top* 
ping (he list of their priorities this 
time was a ''sfable government.’* 
What siiMid (he CoiigressfJ) in good 
Mca(f were ihe impressinn that it 
would prov.de a strung, stable gov* 
vi'iinieiit. die good impression the 
PM brts already made on ihe electo* 
late and the choice of ’Tight” candi¬ 
dates iust>c*ciud persons with clean 
upotations The affairs of the 
AIADMX weie. however, oiisman- 
agod from the very stare of ihe cam* 
, paigning. The ulks regarding the 
seat adjustments dragged on for day4 
I and at (he end it was cleor that the 
AlADMK had got a raw deal. The 
I pditv bosses could certainly have 
I bargained foi a larger share of the 
seats. Compounding this, a number 
of wrong candidates were chosen, 
helping the DMK to defeat them in a 
few constituencies: the most notable 
example i$. of course, the victory of 
(he rebel AlADMK candidate A, 
Soundarereiigan. 

Mt$ ft aim, Wwirae 
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SIKKIM 


W bat the l.SS )«kh vottn ol the 
Hlmiliyan ttite of Sikkim 
voted for if strident regioneiitm 
advocated by the Sikkim Sengram 
Pariehad (SSP) rejecting the Con- 
greM(I)'s appeal to nationalism. In 
the pmeas <^ief minister Nar Bahi* 
dur Bhandari romped home bagging 
30 out of the 32 seats. He haa formed 
an U*merQber ministry with the 
promise of edministration "with 
malice towards nontf" though the 
wound caused by the peremptory 
dismissal in May last year has made 
him a more wary man. He has kept 
his option of rejoining the Congres- 
8(1) open» a move welcomed by Delhi, 
though he would like the ^fer to 
come from the Congress(I). As he 
said in his poet-victory press confer¬ 
ence. he was in a position to consider 
whether the proposed terms would 
be beneficial for the people of Sik* 
kirn since the national parties often 
rrled to suppress local aspirations. 

Indeed Mr Bhandari^ campaign 
plank was based on this "Congreu<l} 
stigma.” He projected himself as the 
protector of the identity of Sikkim 
and the Sikkimese people and a 
relentless crusader for their well* i 
being. The elKtorate responded with 
so much seal that the results were 
beyond his expectations. The Con- 
g/es$(I>’s efforts to counter this hills 
versus plains thrust by inducting 
party leaders from the Northeastern 
Coordination Committee made it 
even worse. The people had never 
seen these personalities and their 
speeches, mostly in Hindi, only rein* 
forced their apprehension, prodded 
on unceasingly by Bhandari. that the 
whole charade bore ominous tidings. 
The only constituency where Bhan- 
dari's message was ignored was the 



capital town of Gangeok, the ttate's 
sole cosmopolitan centre where his 
wife. DUkumari Bhandari, lost to the 
only plains candidate, Belchand Ssir- 
da. The responsibility of keeping the 
Congressd) flag flying fell on a Bhu* 
liya leader. Xaitaag Cyauho. who 
won the Kabi Tiog^ seat in sorth 
Sikkim Among the notable Congros' 
s(I) leaders wIm were defeated were 
the two former chief ministers, Kaii 
Lhendup Dorji and Bblm Bahadur 
Gurung. and rha newly inducted 
SPCCd) president. Ram Chandra 
Poudyal. who resigned from this post 
after accepting moral responsibility 
for the party's debacle. The Janata 
Party had fielded 20 candidates, the 
CPhM) two and the CPJ one, most rrf 
whom lost their security deposits. 

The Congressd) loaders sought to 
explain the defeat by alleging that 
"in this illegal and unconstitutional 
election some 32,000 to 3S.000 b^us 
voters and foreigners” had exercised 
their Franchise and that they man¬ 
aged to include their names during 
intensive revision of electoral rolls. 
However, the perry did not object to 
this earlier even tiwugb comparative 
analysis showed that in all the consti¬ 
tuencies the strength of the eiccto ; 
rate had gone up by about 1,000 i 

votes. The North-eastern Coordina* | 
tiOA Cominittee is stated to have 
submitted a report to the high com* i 
mend seeking measures to get the 
election declared null and void by 
legal methods. Meanwhile, the 
Sf^Cd) ha> settled down to the fate 
of starting from scratch. The Con* , 
gressd) is barely three months old in . 
Sikkim, though it has always man* j 
aged to nile the state through con* j 
version of the winning regional par* 

. ties as its unit 
' rapes iSeiaaffaa. Cw^Sek 

bIhar 


T he Congress! 1) in Bihar has se¬ 
cured yet another mandate to 
continue in power for another term. 
However, the victory was nowhere as 
impressive as the one in December 
when the party had won 4g of the 54 
Lok Sabha seats with a lead in 276 
out of the 324 Assembly segments. In 
the Assembly elections, the Congres* 
s()> barely managed to win 200 seats, 
conceding the resi to the opposition 

But the opposition perries, indi- 
viduaUy, failed to gain much ground. 
In fact, the DMKP was the only party 
to have marginally improved us posi¬ 
tion compared to the I960 Assembly 
elections (Chaudhury Chartn Sink's 
party had then fought tha dections 
as the L^ok Dal). While the Janan 
Party managed to malDtain its 



•leOmwari Debey: new CM 


strength in the House, the CPI, 
CPI(M) and the BJP were the main 
losers. 

The CPTs strength was reduced to 
14 seats from the 23 seats it occupied 
in the previous House; the CPKM/s 
presence In the House will now be 
only symbolic with only one of the 
party’s candidates. Ajit Sarkar, win* 
ning the elections; the BJP lost seven 
of the 21 seats it had held. The 
Janata Party won 12 seats: one more 
than its strength in the outgoing 
Assembly. 

The Congressfl) would have fared 
much better in the elections had it 
not been for the fissures within the 
party. First, the supporters of the 
three people who vied for the chief 
ministership—Chandra Shekhar 
Singh. Bindeswari Dubey and Jagan- 
nath Mishra— harmed the interests 
of the party. As a member of the 
CoAgre^I) admitted, had the Anti* 
Defection Act not been there this 
government would have had a very 
fragile existence. Besides, a number 
of “rebel’' candidates fou^i against 
the official Congressfl) candidates in 
the elections. Even though very few 
of them won the elections, they man¬ 
aged to cause an erosion of the 
Congressd) votes which in turn 
helped the opposition parties. Con¬ 
gress leaders readily admit that left ( 
to itself the party may not have been 
able 10 form a government; it was 
Rajiv Gandhi’s two trips to the state i 
lo campaign lor his party that drew ' 
the votes The “sympathy factor'’ 
seems to ha/e worked again and 
women voted for the Congress(l) in 
large numbers. It remains to be aeen 
whether the mejority the Congressd) 
hes got Is put to good use In admi* ' 
nisterfng the state end not frittered 
awey by prolonging the niesU on the 
flonr of tbe Houet. 



MMMv ir*-SS u»w 1«M 


29 





COVER STORY 


Rigging: A Way of 
Life in Bihar _ 

In Bihar, polling time is olso rigging time. It is not 
unusual to /ind children queueing up to cast false votes 
or armed musclemen arriving in jeeps to “capture’* 
polling booths. Or, for that matter, Harijans cowering in 
/ear, while the more powerful stamp the ballot papers 
on their behalf. Our photographer. K.M. Kishon. toured 
some constituencies to find out how the recent 
Assembly polls were conducted. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Can Black Money Really 
be Wiped Out? 


AshukLfihiri of Delhi School of Economics examines ^he question 


N o Prime Minister ol ladce 
hei pieced greeter emphisis 
un cleenJiness in adioinU* 
(rat ion» public life end eco< 
i)(»mic activity rhar Mr Rajiv Gandhi. 
P.ver »ince he uskumed pfflce, the 
media has carried repont of epies 
caught, the Ami-Defecrion Bill, bank 
chuinnvn dismtssed and the proc' 
iamuiioii* by him and hiH party about 
the proiii^e of clean set*up»m the 
states ri> well as the centre and of 
ligoruiJA measures against black 
monev All this has led to the evolu* 
ilun of hii nick name, "Mr Clean.” 

The question is; Can Mr Clean do 
it? Why the Indian voter swung the 
way he did in the eighth Lok ^bha 
elections stiU remains a debatable 
issue. However, even if the voter did 
not associate a cleaner set*up in fhe 
future with Mr Rajiv Gandhi's party 
while voting for it, there is no doubt 
shout the fact that expectations have 
been raised ehnui greater cleanti* 
ness in the near future. WUl (his 
expectation be fulfilled? The Prime 
Minister has even cold the people: 
'You won’t find me here next rime if 
we fail CO keep our promises.” 

There is no reason to doubt the 
earnestness of the Prune Minister 
snd his supporting Members of Far* 
liament. It is nor difficult to catch 
spies, dismiss iriesponsible bureauc¬ 
rats at the top and prevent horse¬ 
trading in elected representatives of 
the people* problems of this son can 
bv solved by an earnest government 
and we expect that many of them will 
disappear. It is important lo remem* 
ber that the culprits in such cases are 
just a hiindful of people. However.. 
the problem of black money involves 
a Int more people and is of a different 
magnitude altugether. 

We have been aware of the exist- 
vnee of oUck money in this country 
for quite a Inng time; as early as 
19i6. the Ayers Commitiee re- 
comitiunded steps to stop rbe 
fraudulent evasion and legal avoi¬ 
dance of tax. However, it is only 
recently that we have started 
measuring how much of black money 
there is io the system, docuaaasing 
the various ways in which it gets 


generated and analysing ways in 
which ii can be controlled. 

A quesrion often raised ti: How 
much of it Is there? Black monev by 
its very narure is something chai is 
unreported end bidden. Consequent* 
ly» estimating the site of the un* 
accounted economy is a hatxrdout 
task and ii is difficult lo come up 
with esiimaies which everyone 
would find acceptable. There have 
been mure than half-a-dosen studies 
by economists in the past which have 
thrown up tstimaies varying be¬ 
tween as low as roughly five percent 
to as high as almost SO per cent of the 


lion of black tnoney is the existence 
(rf taxation laws and controls. There 
are income taxes, excise duties, 
wealth tax. gift tax, import duties, 
etc: non-payment of such govern* 
mem levies lead to black income. 
Exchange control exists to preserve 
and utejK'xrce foreign exchange for 
imporring esseRtiH:i such as pet¬ 
roleum and violation of such regula* 
tions hy smuggling and invoice men* 
ipulations lead to black money. Price 
comroU exisi and have existed on 
commodities such as steel, cement 
and paper and violation of such con¬ 
trols and their sale in the black 
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national income—one of the lowest 
xo far being the one provided hy the 

governmeoi*appoiDted Wanchoo 
Commitree. The government has 
asked the National Institute of Pub¬ 
lic Pinaoce and Policy to look into 
the problem of black money. The 
report is not yet available and we do 
axpect to know a lot more about the 
parallel economy. 

A necessary condition for genera* 


market compound the problem. The 
licensing system in the iodusoial 
sector leads to bribes, donations and 
speed money and generates black 
incomes. There cannot be any black 
money if there are no taxes, no 
controU, no regulatory interventiooi 
by the government. 

The problem of black money exists 
almost in every organised society 
indudiog even the Communist 





countries. For example, the problem 
of workers taking up a<tiviues in an 
unauthorised way has become quite 
acute in a country like Italy: the 
official labour force panicipation 
rate is going down whereas unofficial 
surveys suggest that it should be 
going up. The table is reproduced to 
give the reader an idea about the 
intensity of the problem. Though the 
problem of black money is a univer¬ 
sal one. the degree or intensity of 
this problem differs from country lo 
country, (i depends on social and 
individual values, taxation and other 
laws, administrative efficiency end 
the poHtice] will to implement proc¬ 
laimed government policies. 

I f there is conformity between indi¬ 
vidual and social perspectives^ the 
problem of formulating laws and im¬ 
plementing them IS mimmal. The 
greater the divergence between the 
two. the more acute the problem of 
law enforcement This truth has 
started to manifest itself in India in 
an increasingly apparent form in the 
sphere uf econoiruc laws. Aspirations 
haw grown in a phenomenal way in 
pott'independent India. Social norms 
regarding adequate compensations 
to i'ureaiicrais, professionals and 
business managers, formulated by 
law-givers, such as t he department of 
company affairs, pay commissions 
and such other authorities^which 
rule out coloured televisions, video 
cassette players, medical facilities ot 
* satisfactory’ private nursing homes 
and accommodation in posh enclaves 
of metropolitan cities—are at logger* 
; head s wii h the ind ivld u al aspirations 
of a majority of the concerned per¬ 
sons. This is equally true for tbe 
' entrepreneurial class as well: the 
returns considered to be just and 
satisfactory by the legal framewort 
of society is far too low in the eyes of 
;he entrepreneurs. 

The divergence between the indi¬ 
vidual and social perspectives is 
perhaps partly due to the slow decay 
in the sense of invoIveiDent in nation* 
al and social causes. That was 
perhaps inevitable given the height 
it achieved Immediately prior to and 
after independence. Even in net^- 
bouring People’s Republic of China, 
the emphasis is more on individual 
Incentives* rather than commitment 
to the nationa] cause. In India what 
strikes me most when 1 talk to a 
cros$*section of bureaucrats, profes* 
siosalt, businessmen end menagers 
is their emphasis and concern about 
the need for incentives and rationa¬ 
lisation. However, the procUlned 
social perspective has not changed 
very mud) in the last thrae^d-a- 
baU decades. We heve. at the sMial 
level, kept on enphasising the role of 
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Suevy of ExtmAlurel AetKWea of tUton Ovil gervents, tW 

Percent of loU( 

Those w(h second job 54 

, Those ohen absent from duty because 0 * lew cheiAs made 4$ 

; Those seMinq goods wilhin mnist^ies dunng worhmg unt 33 

Those taking eany or laie hoMays (and ihus a larger hoiidav 30 

because o* supenors absence at mam nohoay ivne) 

Those avMable fo* small |0bs ouIsmM m ohiciai working bme 21 

Those who hardly ever fapon tor work because no checks made 19 

(Reproduced from The UiformAl AVonomy hv AdiMn limirh in IJo.vifA H*/nk 
Review. July Idbl.i 


commirreent and xocialisiic values. 
Haw is it possible that ihe change m 
individual perspeciive ha^ not been 
reflected in the srtcial perspective^ 
After all, the political elite, whu ate 
supposed to give leadership, has a 
close link with the bureaucrats, pro¬ 
fessionals. and business people and 
cannoi rhink very differently from 
them. There are two reasons for this 
appareni anomaly First, ihe Indian 
politician has believed it to be expe¬ 
dient not to change his proclaimed 
obfective for catching votes and 
second, the system's reconciliation of 
the diverging trend between mdi- 


Blaok money by its very 
nature is aomethin^ 
that ie unreported and 
hidden. Consequently, 
estimating the aise of 
tbe unaooounted money 
is abaaardouB task and 
it is difficult to come up 
with estimates which 
everyone would find 
acceptable... A 
necessary condition for 
generation of black 
money is the existence 
of taxation laws and 
controls. 


vidual and social perspectives with 
tbe help trf black money has been 
found 10 be quite a cMiveniem solu¬ 
tion for the p^ticiao himself as weU 
as the bureaucrats, professiooals and 
buiioass people. 

Though we do oot know very much 
•bout wbac desarmioes election out¬ 
comes to this country we do know a 
few (biggs tbit perhaps do not have 
aoeb of a beerw on ibe electoral 


ft)riune> nf political parties. One uf 
them is the manifestu brought out by 
a particular pul meal party. This cor¬ 
respondent has started to doubr 
whorher these manifestos aiv «vor 
looked ai after liie election by the 
parly when it \% voted lo power. 
Ii respect iv« of that 1 com inue to be a 
person who still tako*> the manifesto 
uf a pohiiial pariy. brought uul on 
the eve of ibe vleitlun. seriously. 
They do give you aii mkliiig about 
the shape nf things tg cume. 

What Kinick thiK (orrespundent ns 
ihe most spectacular thing in the 
Congress manifevio this time was the 
infrequent use of the term ’"social¬ 
ism." It was meniHined only twice: 
nnce in reminding kis that Pandit 
Nehru, the builder uf modern India, 
gave US the guiding principle of 
democracy, secularism. sucJalJsm 
and non-alignment and another time 
to claim, in the context of centre- 
state relations, that • strong centre is 
needed for directing the nation’s 
endeavour fur a social and economic 
order based on socialism. The man¬ 
ifesto. like those of the Janata Party 
and the Bharatiya Janara Party, does 
talk a lot more about removal of 
corruption and rationalisation of 
both direct and indirect taxes. 

Have the political perties realised 
that the time has come to transform 
the proclaimed social perspective 
and bring it in line with individual 
perspective? Have they got (he cour¬ 
age to admit that the public image 
(hat we would like lo project and like 
everyone to have, cannot be sus¬ 
tained by (he social institutions and 
administrative and legal machinery 
that we currently have? Are they 
bold enough to accept the fact that 
the vary credibility uf the system is 
getting eroded because of non- 
cooipliarra by the people of the very 
many euo lomk laws of the land? We 
do not know the ansvrers to these 
questioDs 

We have to accept that there is a 
growing acceptance as well as en¬ 
couragement of an altitude of indif¬ 
ference towards public obligation 
and responicbility. The black eco 
Qomy is becoming more visible and 
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acceptable as increasing use is made 
of ir This is a dangerous trend. Ler us 
set public goals and targets which 
are attainable. A great cleavage be* 
tween proclaimed objectives end 
achievements undermines the credi* 
bility uf the system. Let us examine 
our taKaiinn laws, regulatory policies 
in tl)e light of enforcabiUiy and the 
administrative and legal framework 
and whittle down our policies to 
bridge the gap between proclaimed 
targets and actual achievements. 

ThiN correspondent is aware of the 
dangers inherent m this recom- 
mcndiUinn Hnw can we progress, if 
wo set targets which are too easy to 
achluw:" This danger is a real one 
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The Taxation i^ws (Amervdnent) 
Act 1972. provides for acquisition of 
immovable property if the difference 
berween the apparent pnee of a 
transaction and the fair market value 
is more than 15 per cent Kow many 
cases are there of pr ope r ty which has 
actually beco vest^ with the govern* 
meni? t>oes all this mean that there 
is no concealment of income or no 
cransacrions in real estate in terms of 
bleck money? We all know the 
answer lo this question 
Economic theory talk us how tax 
evasion depends on the tax rate, 
exemption limit, the likelihood of 
detection, penal rates and other 
punishments applicable if tax tva* 


and is fared by everyone of us In 
every walk of life, Go<^ judgment is 
essential to ward this devil off. 
Nevertheless there is do point In 
‘*(*tting targets which everyone be* 
lieves will never be achieved and 
hence it is not achieved. Thecredibil* 
itv of the government has got eroded 
ro ,1 considerable extent; let us try to 
rest.'ire if by setting targets which we 
are cr>iifident of achieving 
Let MS have << look at the income* 
tax and laws and their working in 
this country. There are penal rates of 
10 ( 1*200 per cent applicable if von* 
Cealmfnr of tnrome is proved hv the 
infome-fax aiithontjev. There is nrn- 
vitliin for imprisonment a'so for 
being gniltv of such a crime. How 
many cases are there where such 
penal rates have been applied or 
gulliv people have lieen imprisoned? 
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Sion is detected. Elaborate models 
have been built taking all this as well 
as factors such as the adverse effect 
on one's reputation if proof of con* 
cealment is found. In framing our 
fiscal policy lei us adjust these para* 
meters to bring evasion down to a 
tolerable limit. Marginal adjust* 
ments will not suffice; given the 
administrative legal framework and 
the divergence between the indi* 
vidual and social perspectives we 
need majin* and drastic changes to 
bring the menace of black money 
down by any signihcaot amount. Hiis 
applies *n an analogous way to the 
vnntrols. regulatory measures and 
Indirea taxes levied by the govern* 
ment. No discussion of fiscal policy 
can be earned out without reference 
10 efficiency and incentivea. revenua 
generation and dlstr^tivt jostica 


T he black economy is regarded by 
some people as a natural reaction 
to events; a result of market forces. 
Nobel laureate MUloo Friedmao re* 
gards the black economy as an impor* 
tent safety net. Anyone with a pro¬ 
found faith in the efficacy of the 
invisible hand would do well to look 
at ihe black economy as an imporunt 
corrective reaction to the subversion 
of market forces brought about by 
government inrerveniion. This cor* 
respondent is not a great admirer of 
the invisible hand; he believes it has 
iu strengths and it has its obvious 
limitatiuns. An intervention can be 
very fruitful and productive at times. 
However, in the current social milieu 
many interventions and policies exist 
only in their proclamations and not 
in reality. A lot of resources is wasted 
away in rent*seekjng activity. We 
voice our concern about bra in .drain 
to developed cuui.vrias of North 
America Western Europe. It 

would be interesting to try to esti* 
mate the brain.drain to the profes¬ 
sion of liaison officers and tax- 
consultants. 

A policy which Is noi implemented 
and is ultimately circumvented by 
the system through speed money, 
corruption and bribery cannot ba 
anything but inefficient. If taxes are 
brought down, will there be incen* 
live to produce more? What will 
happen to tax revenues? In this con* 
text what has become extremely 
popular IS the “Laffer curve.** Profes* 
Kor Art Laffer of USA had pointed 
out several years ago that tax re* 
venue would be sero if lax rate was 
100 per cent and the same would be 
true if the rote is sero. Thus max* 
imum revenue is achieved some 
where between sero and 100 per 
cent. One can study the relationship 
between the aveiage tax rate and 
total tax revenue. However, econom* 
ists unlike journalists are somewhat 
wary of the Laffer curve. According 
to them; “The Laffer curve is chou^t 
by some to have made its debut in a 
Washington restaurant and it should 
be taken in a similar after*dinner 
spirit." The question of what will 
happen to total output and tax* 
revenue depends on many considera* 
lions including the incentive effect- 
lower tax rate means greater Jretums 
for same amount of work—and the 
disincentive effect which is: lower 
amount of total taxes to pay thus 
lower amount of work is necessary. 
Which effect will dominate is not 
known apriori. Survey work by eco¬ 
nomises, in the UK and USiC has 
shown that a rise in the net wage via 
a cut in income*iiX reduces hours of 
work at the bottom but leads to an 
Increase higher up. A reductlou in 
taxes in India is likely to bring about 
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hi^MT output boctuse oi the dotai* 
Bioce of tb« iQcenrivo offoct in so far 
M tha tax paytn are relatively bet* 
ter off, hiib income people. 

L The effect of a ux cut on tax 
venue may alio be salutary. This is 
Ibecause ibouib the rate is lower, 
khere will be better compliance, less 
levaiton and perhaps a higher level of 
Wtput. This undoubtedly would de* 
pend upon the exent of the tax cut. A 
Judicious deaease in the tax race 
may not naceistrily lead to a de* 
crease in the tax revenue of the 
goverrunent. 

Many a suggestion on tax reform 
and decontrol flounders on the que^* 
tion of distributive justice. However, 
it is important to bear in mind the 
problem of evasion when analysing 
the merits end demerits of any re* 
form measure. Theoretical analysis* 
of the effect of • tax cur on iocome 
distribution clearly reveals that dis* 
tributlve justice in a society may 
eccuelly improve because of a cut if 
compliance improves substantially 
Let us not compare distributions 
which result from two different tax 
rates or control regimes on the 
eif umptlon that all taxes are paid or 
all controls are observed, but the 
distributions which result alter due 
adjustments have been made foreva* 
sions and non*compliance. 

Is there anything in the political 
process in the country which has 
allowed the problem of black monev 
to grow? A deceotralised democratic 
process is perheps the best check for 
such evils. What has perhaps vitiated 
the political process the most is the 
absence of inner party democracy. 
The political party b^es in our 
country wield a tremendous amount 
of power. They preselect most of our 
Members of Parliament and Assemb¬ 
lies. The non*compliaftce of laws and 
control measures and the consequent 
emergence of black money have be¬ 
nefited then in two ways: first, a 
profession which does not promise 
any ostensible source of good income 
has become e potential source of 
lucrative rewards and, second, the 
black money can be used to control 
the party machinery, rank and file 
and to some extent even the electo* 
rate. Though we do enjoy the right to 
form associations and political par- 
,eies. it is not easy to safeguard the 
democratic process with all its 
chocks and balances when the ex 
bting, oQirenched parties with their 
vote banks are not in good health by 
forming new political parties. It is 
•xrromely Important to restore inner 
perry democracy within our major 
poUdcil parties We are basically not 
disbMoit or have an inherent prefer 
once for illogal ereneacilon»-let ua 
front to the rank end fik of poUtscal 


A dooaniralis#d 
demooratle proo#M la 
pdrbapA the bMt ebaek 
ontbe avU of blaak 
money. Wbai baa 
perhapa vltiatad the 
poUileal prooeaa the 
moat la the abaenca of 
Innar party damooraoy. 

The politleal party 
boaaaa In our aoaiitry 
wield a tremandoua 
amount of power. The 
non^oompllanee of lawa 
and oontrol meaeuree 
and the oonaequent 
emergenoa of blaok 
money have benefited 
them 


parties the right to elect their lead¬ 
ers and hence the preselected MPs 
and MLAs. just as we have granted 
our electorate the nght to choose 
their ministers and perliamenta* 
rians. 'Diis in my opinion is the best 
safeguard for non-recurrence of 
an evil such as black money in the 
future. 


In the Congreaa 
eleetloa manlfeato the 
term '*aoelaliam*' waa 
mentioned only twlee: 
once in reminding na 
that Pandit Nehm, the 
builder of modern 
India, gave ne the 
guiding principle of 
democracy, seoularlam, 
aoeialiam and another 
time to claim, in the 
context of centre-atate 
relatlona, that a atrong 
eentre la needed for 
directing the nation’a 
endeavour for a acetal 
and eoonomlc order 
baaed on eocialiam. 


What is the upshot of all this? This 
correspondent believes that we shall 
have to continue with our develop¬ 
ment pUnning end active govern 
Dent intervention for quite some 
time to come. As a result of growing 
divergence between individual end 
social perspectives, inadequate 
administrative and legal institutions, 
many public pohVy interventions in 
the fiscal, monetary and other fields 
are not getting implemented. This Is 
eroding the credibility of the system 
and encouraging the growing apathy 
towards our responsIbiJicy to be hon* 
est law-abiding citisens. Wa cannot 
afford to let this process of erosion 
continue eny more Let us have laws, 
taxes and controls which we can 
effectively implement and do away 
with the others which we cannot. 

Marginal adjustments here and 
Chare will nor help very much. It has 
to be a drastic change from the 
existing aet of policies to make every¬ 
one believe thee we mean business. 
Announcement of concessional 
schemes such as Special Bearer 
Bonds or eradication measures such< 
as demonetisation of currency notes 
of the denomination of Ka 1,000 has 
not achieved very much in the long 
run as it has not been KcompenJed 
by other measures which try to re¬ 
duce the gap between individual and 
focial perspectives to a level which 
can ba handled by the existing legal- 
administrative machinery. 

This correspondent has not talked 
about numbers such as the optimal 
tlx rate or tpacific decontrol mea¬ 
sures. He has only indicated the 
direction in which we should move. It 
is not very hard to do the necessary 
econometric excrci&es to obtain the 
relevant indicators. He believes that 
it is possible to whittle down taxes 
and coQtrol^taxes which are not 
paid and controls that are not 
observed—without affealng govern¬ 
ment revenue, distributive justice 
and allocative efficiency adversely. 
Abolition of laws which are not com* 
plied with cannot harm anybody. On 
the other band it will release re¬ 
sources which can be fruitfully udl- 
Jsed elsewhere. 

The real problem with such propos¬ 
als is that It will not be popular. 
Questions are bound to be raised 
about dlstnburlve justice and the 
lade of political wiU to implement 
the existing laws. Loaders often find 

it coflvenieot to voice their deter¬ 
mination HU out stricter implemenci- 
tion rather than telling people that 
certain laws cannot be implemented 
^ven the social attitude and the 
adsiinUtrative and legal set-up. We 
shall have to wail and watch what iha 
govarunent proposes to do about the 
evil of black money. 
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1 9%0: fttiendra Sethia is a 
shooting stir in the business 
world of London. In the space 
of a couple of years the 
young managing director of Esal 
Commodities has placed his com* 
pany's name in the top bracket of 
British export houses His empire is 
spread over four continents Esal and 
its subsidiaries are registered in Eng 
land, the USA and Hong Koog; his 
com modi ry-trade has huge markets 
in Nigeria, Sudan, Zambia and other 
African countries. He himself lives in 
a plush two million sterling mansion 
in Hendon, North London, like a 
jetsetting baron. His future, they 
say, IS very bright 
198S: The High Court in London 
declares Rajcndra Sethia a bank 
rupt, in debt of 170 million pound 
starling. Eial Commodities goes iMc 
liquidation. The flourishing empire 
suddenly crumbles, its owner becom 
e$ a fugitive from law. Rajendra 
Sethi^i's future takes a plunge 
18 I’ehruery. 1985 was an impor 
lant date for Rajendra Sethia Things 
were going wrong for him almost in 
all respects. In London, the High 
Court declared him a bankrupt, a 
directive from the finance ministry 
in New Delhi axed SL Baluja and 
S.V Sonalkar, chairmen of the Pun¬ 
jab National Bank and the Central 
Bank of India, respectively, with 
whom Sethia transacted a major pan 
of his deals, and Thv Tehgraph of 
Calcutta, SuNi>/sv's sister publica¬ 
tion. published a report saying 
Sethia was hiding in the city. It was 
this report that eventually resulted 
j in his sensational arrest by the Cen 
* tral Bureau of Investigation (CBl) on 
1 I March, 

i Since the beginning of the year, 
j Sethia had made several trips to 
' India and he is said to have met 
f senior finance ministry officials in an 
\ effort lu evolve a scheme for the 
' payment of his dues. In late January 
he had spent time in the capital with 
legal and bank experts and later 
visited Calcutta and (he holy town of 
Tirupati. Though his arrivals and 
departures in India were known to 
the CBl, the arrest took place only 
after the suspicions of the C8I were 
confirmed and after they were in* 
formed that the head offices of the 
three K.(nk<i with wHitm .^fhia had 

iranaictions.'hadcommenced internal 
I enquiries against him 

Sethia wa« arrested at 10.1^ pm by 
the CBl outside (he Maurya Sheraton 
Hotel, where he was uccupving suite 
number 1S89 with his mother. (By 
some strange coincidence. 1S89 is 
numerologicaJly the same as 1985 the 
year of ^thia's misfortunes. 1589 





Rajendra Sethia 


Jt bvos a meteoric hse/orlndian-bom buf^iness tycoon Rojendi 
in a short spon of q few years. Sethia placed his company in I 
empire crumbled and in February this year the High Court in 
pound sterling. Soon after a warrant o/arrest was issued 
picked up by CBi sleuths on 3 March 1965 on charges of chJ 
he had borrowed asfronomiraJ sums of money. W.hy did til 
involved? Who were the top bank functionaries who were 
correspondentsfrom Delhi ond London piecfj 


and 1985 are different permuta- 
tion» of (he same numerals.) He had 
honked into the hotel two days ear¬ 
lier and on 27 February had aiked 
for an adjoining suite for (wo rela¬ 
tives, one of whom was his brother 
in*law. The same day, the manage 
mem of the hmel had been informed 
by the C8I that one of their guesis 
would be picked up by them, and his 
movemenia should be regularly con* 
veyed to them CBl sleuths were 
posted outside (he hotel gates and 
inside the foyer. The swoop on Sethia 
was set for (he evening of 1 Manh. 

On the fateful day. CBl detectives 
maintained a lung vigil fur Sethia. 
Till late in the evening Sethia wav 
oui of the hotel and (he suspense 
continued. Sharp at 10.15 pm the 
(argrt walked into the brightly lit 
hotel lobby unaware of (he sleuths 
and was immediately arrested by the 
CBl. After examining the warrant of 
arrest in his name. Sethia quietly 
allowed himself lo be escorted into a 
wailing Ambassador car and be 
taken to an undisclosed destination. 
A few minutes later the general 
manager of the hotel received a 
telephone call from the CBl inform 
ing him (hat the *job had been 
done.” They also requested the hotel 
to convey (o Serbia's mother in the 
suite char her son had been taken to a 
bungalow on Akhar Road for inter¬ 
rogation. which houses an intelli¬ 
gence outfit. 

The following day, Rajendra 
Sethia was accused of being a **42(1.* 
At 4.15 pm he was p^uced before 
the court of tnetropoUran magistrate 

K.C. Lobia and an FIR filed against 

him by (he Ceocral Investigation 
Unit U of the CBl. He was charged 
for offences under sections I20B (cri* 
minsi conspiracy). 420 (cheating by 
impersonation). 467 (making false 
documents). 4M (forgery for the pur 
pose of cheating) and seaion 471 
(using of a forg^ document) of the 
Indian Penal Code. The FIR against 


Sethia was filed by Yashwant 
Malhoira, SP. CIU Xl and A.K 
Malhotra, investigating officer in the 
case. The KIR read: "It has been 
reliably learnt char Shri Rajendra 
Sethia. an Indian national, now 
based ai UK (London) is the manag* 
ing director of the group of Esal 
Commodities, comprising various 
foreign firms. He, sometime during 
the year 1982-84 conspired with cer* 
tain employees, namely Aihish 
Banerjee. now based at Calcutta and 
cenain offirials of the branches of 
Punjab Naiional Bank. Union Bank 
of India. Central Bank India and 
other institutions based at UK and 
some other countries to defraud 
(hose banksiinstitutions to the tune 
of niUions of pounds sterling In 
pursuance of the said criminal cosi* 
spiracy, the aforesaid banks and car* 
taio iaititutions were dishonestly in* 
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mher rwo binks). the amount 
to nearly tour pet cent of the total 
capital reserves. 

Besides, Amarjit Sinfth, the Lon* 
don branch manager of the Punjab 
National Bank, who conducted most 
of the deals with Rajendra Sethia, 
has the distinction of having cleared 
at least a couple of Sethie’s bills 
knowing full well chat Esal Commod* 
it las' bonafides were nor on sound 
ground. In one instance the Punjab 
National Bank discounted a bill from 
Esal to be paid in Nigeria, where 
Sethia had hit major transactions. A 
telegram confirming the payment 
was also seht to London but the 
payment was never actually made. 
The telegram too was a fake Even 
after this, Amarjit Singh want on 
discounting bills for Sethia. 

Indeed, m a majority uf the cases 
when bills were discounted for ship* 
Bent of goods to Nigeria and other 
African countries, the goods were 
never actually sent. In a suit filed 
against Rajendra Sethia, the three 
Indian banks concerned and el^t 
others on 31 January 1984. the solid* 
tors of the Allied Arab Bank Ltd— 
the suiiors-'^have complained: 
"Scarcely any cargo was loaded be* 
fore 18 December 1983. the date uf 
the bills of lading presented." Other 
bank officials were also involved; 
Vi jay Kumar, a former assistant man* 
ager of the London branch of tha 
Punjab National Bank and Jinendra 
Jain, a manager. Both were picked 
up by the fraud squad of the Scotland 
Yard on 19 December last year The 
case of Vijay Kumar is intriguing. He 
is a man who, when in charge of the 
London branch of the Punjab Nation* 
al Bank in the absence of Amarjit 
Singh, gave the go*aheed to the lest 
loan to Esal on 27 January 1964. 
Some months latei, he resigned from 
the bank but just a couple of days 
before that, received two heavy 
drafts for US dollars 1.43.15S which 
he Is supposed to have encashed 
himself in Switzerland. Only some¬ 
time later, he went on to join the firm 
of Mahendra Pujara as consultant. 
Pujara, a former waiter in one of 
London's Indian restaurants is, in* 
cidentally, also one of the major 
loanees if Indian banks in London. 

The case of the Central Bank of 
India (although the extent of its 
loans 10 Sethiii’s Esal Commodities is 
much less) seems more interesting. 
Between 1960 and 1963 the Central 
Bank of India gave £ 34.5 million to 
the Esal group, most of which it said 
CO have Mn cleared without proper 
securities and in violation of banking 
rules. The renyment of these dues 
was scheduled to have begun in June 


Sethia,based in London,and hiscompony.EsaJ Commodities, 
e top bracket of British export houses. But just as quickJy, Jiis 
^ndon declared Sethia o bankrupt, in debt of 1 70 million 
Y the British police but Sethia escaped to India only to be 
ing the London branches of three Indian banks from where 
lanks lend Sethia the money? What were the irreguianties 
3nd-in-glove with Sethia in his dubious dealings? Sunday 
>gether the intriguing story o/Bo/endra Sethia. 


for the managing director of a com* 
pany char was consistently multi* 
plying its turnover and expanding Us 
area of trade But what happened in 
the subsequent years was to culmin* 
ate in the exposure of one of the 
biggest hanking Kandals in recent 
times. Sethia's misadventures with 
banking finances led not only to hii 
bankruptcy and arrest but also shook 
the Indien benking establishment. 
Between 1979 and 1983. the London 
branches of three Indian banks—the 
Punjab National Bank, the Central 
Bank of India and the Union Bank of 
India—lent as much as 170 million 
pounds sterling to Rajendra Sethza's 
Esal Commodities. The number of 
irregulariues in these huge transac 
tions IS yet to be laid out in full The 
twisting of Indian banking reguli* 
lions, sidelining directives of the 
Bank of England which regulates the 
condua of all banks in that country, 
misrepresentation of assets, illegal 
bills of lading^ihe Sethia affair has 
blown the lid off a stinking financial 
fraud. 

Scthia's charm and powers of per* 
suasion were not the only things that 
helped hatch the fraud and kept it 
floating for so long. Active collusion 
by bank officials both in England and 
in India supported the irregularities 
all through. What is mc^, the possi* 
bilily of protection from top circles 
in the government of India cannot be 
ruled out. The Punjab National Bank, 
whose chairman S.L Baluja has re¬ 
cently been sacked, was Rajendra 
Sethia's biggest lender, having given 
him approximately 100 million 
pounds. The cvepe for such a loan 
being clearly above the table never 
existed. For one thing* a loan of such 
magnitude is in contravention to the 
regulations laid down by the Bank of 
England itself. Accordir^ to it, no 
bank should advance more than one 
per cent of its total capital and 
resarvas. !n iha case of Punjab 
Nanonal Bank (as in the case of tha 


duced by Rajendra Sethia and his 
said associates to extend loans to the 
group of Esal Commodities to the 
extent aforesaid in respect of ihe 
alleged contracts with the Nigerian 
National Supply Corporation and 
other African bodies which did not 
have the sufficient foreign exchange 
reserve required prior to the grant of 
such loans. Such loans are reported 
to have been obtained on the 
strength of false representations re¬ 
garding the value assets held by 
Rajendra Sethia lo meet the amounts 
of the loans..." 


R ajendra Sethia first began 
approaching Indian banks in 
London for loans towards the end of 
tha Baventies when he had already 
branched off from his family busi¬ 
ness and launched bis Esal Com mod* 
itlas Ltd.*>-qulte a routine thing to do 
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ldS3. TiU today tha repayment bat 
not begun. In February 1984 the 
Raaerva Bank of India wrote a Utter 
of compUint to the bank authorities 
as a result of which N.M. Valecha. 
Che London manager of the bank was 
suspended. But instead of shelving 
the deals with Sethia and lakicig him 
to task, the Central Bank of India 
sought the cooperation of The Fun* 
jib National Bank and the Union 
Bank of India to raise Rs IS crores to 
bail Sethia out of the financial mess 
he was in after the 1983 coup in 
Nigeria, ft was a move chat tha 
Rasarve Bank of India promptly 
aborted. 

The Central Bank of India has been 
consistent in its irregular deals with 


Sethia. Year after year audit and 
inspecrioB reports highlighted the 
irregular deals, and they were sis 
often ignored till matten became too 
obvious to conceal. Touch and Ross 
and Company, the London auditors 
of the Central Bank bad said in their 
1980 repon that about half the loans 
extendi to Eaal Commodities were 
irregular. “Of a total group loan of 
2.8 million starling on^^ one million 
pounds appear lo have legally ea 
forceable security.'' This report, it is 
said, never reached the boaid of 
directon of the Central Bank of 
India. Again, in 198142, Touch and 
Ross made it dear that the loans 
being given to Esal were not in 
keeping with benk regulationa. A 


year later the auditing firm put down 
its suspicions clearly on paper: “The 
total outstanding advances to tha 
Esal group stood at pound sterling 
34,S43.7S6 and the total security was 
valued at 1,63,13,539 pounds ” Im* 
mediately after this the Reserve 
Bank of India again wrote to the 
Central Benk seying that while the 
loans to Esal had leaped from 9.S 
million pounds to 34.54 million 
pounds, the total securities offered 
by the company had declined from 
16.31 million pounds to just 6.03 
million pounds. Satisfactory explana* 
tions to these queries were perhaps 
never given. How could they be given 
when top officials of the Central 
Bank of India were themselves giving 
out loans to Sethia without ascertain* 
ing the securities? 

On 31 March 1982, tha chairmen of 
the Corral Bank of India, 5.V. Sonal* 
kar, sanctioned loan of approx* 
imately US dollars 15 million to Esal 
Commodities against guarantees of 
(he Benk of Sudan. The repeyment 
should hive come in July 1983. It did 
not and the matter was not pursued 
further. Around the same time, B.R. 
Petankar, the deputy general mana* 
ger of the London branch of the 
Central Bank of India sanctioned a 
loan of Rs eight crores to Rajendra 
Sethia. This was done Just six weeks 
prior to hi.t retirement on 31 May 
1963 violating bank rules which 
clearly say that no officer can sane* 
(ion loans less than six months before 
he IS due to retire. What is more, the 
sanction limit of the London office is 
said to be Rs 7.5 lakhs. In case the 
amount of a loan exceeds that, prior 
permission of head office in Bombay 
has to be obtained. Yet (his deal was 
made without it. Why did Sonalkar 
allow such irregularities to go un* 
checked? 

All this, incidentally, was happen* 
ing even after two investigating 
teams^oe from the Reserve Bank 
of India and the other from (be 
Central Bank of India—had visited 
London and filed their reports. Both 
teams found (bat there were irregu¬ 
larities in the Central Bank of India's 
London branch. In several cases of 
granting loans, top officials had de* 
pended on personal assessmants and 
personal guarantees rather than on 
tbe proven assets of the loanees. Tbe 
most glaring evidence of the Central 
Bank's collusion with Rajendra 
Sethia was, of course, tbe citation 
they accorded to the Esal group on 26 
August 1962, which reads: "A private 
company dealing with us lor about 
five years. Our experience of the 
dealings has always been satlsfac* 
corr. Tbe directors are reepectable 
aRO satisfirrnry. The principal ea* 



R ajendra Sethia was a mil* 
lionaire before ha was thirty. 
Before he was 37, he became the 
world’s youngest personal bank* 
rupt—and the biggest. He beat the 
Hungarian*born London property 
tycoon, Willy Stern (who had gone 
bankrupt with debts of 104.4 mil* 
lion pound sterling in 1978). Sethia 
beat him by 68 million pounds and 
might soon replace Seers in the 
pages of the Guinness Book of 
World Records. Sethia likes to de* 
Kfibe himself ax a businessman. 
True. Only, he was too ambitious, 
too audacious. In the end he was 
simply duping and defrauding. If 
that is what “just another business¬ 
man" does. Sethia can definitely 
call himself une. He was bom in a 
flourishing family of businessmen 
from Calcutta. Kis father Sohan Lai 
Sethia and uncle K.C. Sethia traded 
in jute in 1947. When Rajendra 
Sethia was 13 years old he went to 
the United Kingdom where the 
Sethias had already begun their 
business in 1940. The young Sethia 
was schuoled in England after 
which he went to the London 
School of Economics for his gradua¬ 
tion. All along he kept in touch with 
the family business. 

Rajendra is the youngest of four 
brothers. The others are Utnrao 
Singh Sethia, Ranjit Sethia and 
Niimal Sethia. While the eldest still 
runs a business in Calcutta, the 
other three were looking after the 
family concern in London till the 
business split up in the late Seven* 
ties. Ranjit Sethia retained the 
family business, Nirmal Sethia 
opened an allied company called 
S^hia London Limited and Rajan- 
dra Sethia, always different from 


his other brothers, went his own 
way satting up Esal Commodities 
Limited which incidentally was 
named after (he initials of his 
father Sohan Lai Sethia. (“$. L." 
became “Esal"). Esal was soon one 
of the many successful business 
enterprises in England, much 
ahead of tbe set*upt Rajendra 
Sethia's brothers were running 
There is something about Rajendra 
Sethia: he is a man of irresistible 
charms and is only too ready to use 
them. People who have dealt with 
him speak of him as “a dynamic and 
aggressive man with a power of 
convincing people that few pos¬ 
sess." Moreover, he was always pre* 
pared to lavish his riches on 
businessmen and officials alike If 
they obliged him, he returned their 
favours. He hosted Indian bank 
officials in London, sent them on 
holidays to the United States, 
threw parties on the Boeing 707 
that he bought for three-and-a-haU 
million dollars and decorated at 
almost double the cost. Among the 
several luxuries that tbe aircraft 
possesses are a boardroom, several 
bedrooms, baths with golden taps, a 
sauna and a jacuzxi. 

Sethia likes to live. He owns a 
two million pound mansion in Hen¬ 
don, North London, which he calls 
the "While House” (he, in fact, had 
plans to buy more expensive acema* 
modaeion despite being in such 

financial duress), and owns no less 
than 70 race-horses id stud farms 
all over tbe world. He is a passion* 
ate. compulsive gambler who fre¬ 
quents the West End casinoe of 
London when he is not jetting 
acrou the world in bis airamft. 
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trtpreneur, Mr Raj SerhU is a man of 
high inceghry and substannal means. 
' He comman<fs respect and crtditwor* 
thiness in the local market and 
abroad... In our opinion they may be 
considered good for all their normal 
business." 

Soon after the Central Bank seen* 
dal had become well-known in bank¬ 
ing circles, certain sections in the 
profession as well as in the govern¬ 
ment launched e campaign to have 
Sonatkar ousted after his three-year 
term expired in December 19g3. 
However, Sonalkar continued to be 
the churman, having first got a one- 
month extension and then a com¬ 
plete second term. His case wes fully 
^ supported by none ocher than the 
; then finance minister. Pranab 
I Mukherjee. Today, when two chair- 
. men have been unceremoniously re- 
' moved, banking circles are begin- 
' ning to Question the role ployed by 
I the top officials in the finance mtnis- 
. try and the Reserve Bank of India in 
i the Sechia affair. "Mo doubt the two 
' chairmen and some officials acted 
I wrongly but what were the finance 
ministry and the Reserve Bank of 
India doing all this while?" asked 
one senior bank official in Delhi. He 
further pointed out chat officers from 
both the finance ministry and the 
Reserve Bank of India were present 
in the board meetings of the con¬ 
cerned banks and they should have 
known what was happening. The Re¬ 
serve Bank of India, on its part at 
least seems to have done something 
about the murky goings-on by con¬ 
ducting enquiries and seeking ex¬ 
planations from bank officials. But 
what was the finance ministry doing 
all this while? Why did Pranab 
Mukherjee, the chan finance minis¬ 
ter. not cake any action in the maner. 
Why did not hia ministry act upon the 
report that the^ Reserve Bank en¬ 
quiry team had submitted after its 
visit to London in early 1963^ Even 
as recently as 22 January 198S, the 
government seemed hesitant about 
disclosing the full facts of the Sethia 
case. In a reply to an unstarred 
question (number 187) raised in the 
Rajya Sabha by Suresh Kalmadi of 
the Congress(S) and two others. 
' asking for details of the shady Settaia 
' aHair, the minister of state for ft- 
: nance, Janardhan Poojari. attempted 
I to play down the name of Rajendra 
Sethia by aaying that "no loans had 
been allowed in the personal name of 
Shri Rajendra Sethia." He. however, 
hid to admit that the loans had Keen 
given to Esal Commodities but stres¬ 
sed again that "a major ponion of 
Che advances is covered by secur 
Itln." The minister then went on to 
say chat no further information could 


be disclosed on the matter. Why? 

These are among the various ques¬ 
tions which will remain unanswered 
till invescigaricms into the case are 
complete. Only then will the rami¬ 
fications and repurcussions of the 
Sethia scandal be known and the 
names of the various persons directly 
or indirectly involved In the irregu¬ 
larities of the Sethia case become 
public. At present, the investigations 
into the case have just begun and the 
CBI is confronted with solving one of 
the most importam cases concerning 
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an Indian livmg abroad Mot only 
this, investigations in the case have 
become more complicated with 
charges against Raiendra Sethia and 
his accomplices being filed in British 
courts. 

B y sheer coincidence, the arrest of 
Rajendra Sethia in Mew Delhi 
rook place at a time when Interpol 
was looking for Sethia for similar 
charges against him in London. Only 
a few hours before his eventud 
arrest, the Interpol beadquaners had 
received an urgent telex message 
from London demanding his erresr. 
The telex message of the loterpol 
(number P/S0^2473l/Rov 37S1/9S) in¬ 
formed the Iflwpol in India that a 
warran i of arrest numbered 2644 had 
been Issued at the Ualbrougb police 


station against an Indian by the 
tame uf Rajendra Serbia holding 
passport number U SS3364 on 8 
February 1984 Interpol else io- 
formed the Mew Delhi headquarters 
that Rajendra Sethia was occupying 
rooms iSa and 1S9 at the Maurya 
Sheraton Hotel in New Delhi and was 
likely to leave for the United States 
if America the same night. Accord¬ 
ing to the message, which demanded 
That immediHie action be taken on 
ihe case. Sethia was wanted for nine 
criminal charges registered in the 
UK, one of them with the Allied Arab 
Bank Limited. Though the Interpol 
authorities claim that the CBI 
arrested Sethia on receiving instruc¬ 
tions from them, ihe CBI officials 
dealing with the case disclaim any 
'onneccion between the charges 
against Serbia In India and those 
listed in the relex message of the 
Interpol. They eipla-n that for CBI 
ihe only relevance of the case in 
India was (he involvement of Indian 
bank officials in illegal transactions 
and the establishment of a prima 
facia case against Sethia which 
would be dealt with undar Indian 
laws. 

Once arrested and under police 
remand, a request was made by the 
British High Commissinn io dapori 
Bethia m UK sn that be could be cried 
there. As soon as the news of his 
detention was conveyed to Scotland 
Yard in London, they requested the 
Indian government fur permission to 
extradite Sethia On S March the 
British High Commissioner made a 
formal request for the same to the 
ministry of external affairs Said a 
spokesman of the High Commission 
about the request made by them for 
deporting Sethia: "The British High 
Commissioner presented to the 
ministry nf extemal affairs the re¬ 
quest fnr the return to the UK of Mr 
Raiendra Sethia as a person who is 
accused of conspiracy to obtain 
pecuniary advantage for F.sal Com¬ 
modities Ltd by deception. A warrant 
had already been issued for h<s 
arrest In the UK end Ihe text of chat 
warrant together with the statement 
of facts has been conveyed to the 
Indian auihormes.” tlie spokesman 
said that the British High Commis¬ 
sion bad conveyed to the Indian 
government substantial proof of the 
nine charges ficed by S^hia in the 

UK. which were satisfactory poun^ 
for his extradition to that country. 
According to the apokeiman. most of 
the nine charges agaiait the accused 
amounted lo "conspiracy to obtain 
pecuniary advantage by deception ** 
and the offences will be charged 
under Sectioo 16(1) of the Theft Act 
of 1968. 
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Chasing a Crooked Shadow 


T h« SeThitfs of Lnndon, formrtiv 
of Caicudd. and <4 cours*' Mjt 
waf< seemed (o have developed a 
haison with Scuiland Yard. Bri¬ 
tain's merrupolicjii police head- 
’quarters. Only Iasi month two de¬ 
tectives of this department visited 
St. Lucia in the West Indies, to 
'‘interview" Narendra Serbia, an 
erstwhile British navy nfficer ams- 
pected of having stolen the log 
hook belonging to MMS Conqueror, 
the battleiihip that ^ank the Argen¬ 
tine veHiiel, Geneial Belgrano. in 
rather coiitruver'iul circumstances 
during the Falkland-! conflict. The 
bearded, young isuilor denied the 
charge and the officers returned 
empty-handed. However, it appears 
rhnt the fraud iHjuad uf the Yard 
have finally tracked down the long 
elusive, if not hipger fish, Naren* 
dra's first cousin Rajendra. who 
was arrested hy the CBI in Delhi on 
1 March following u request for this 
measure hy the British authorities 
on i'ehruary 

For oi-er a year now. a fraud 
charge has been hanging over Ra¬ 
jendra SethiaS heat! js u result of 
an accusation levelled against him 
by Allied Arab Bunk in relation to a 
loan of 1.6 million US dollars 
obtained by his firm. Esal Commod¬ 
ities. Mr Sethifi. in fnci, repeatedly 
escaped through a window when 
the fraud >quad swooped down on 
his residence, and quit the country 
He has not returned to the United 
Kingdom since, und i» known to 
have resumed his vommudities 
trade in Spain, while continuing tn 
look after his inrere>is in the Un¬ 
ited States of AiPf'nca. where 
hotels are among his investments 
Meanwhile, two of Esal’s direc 
tors were arrested mow releasedl. 
and the company's operations out 
of the UK came to a standstilJ on 
grounds of bankruptcy and pending 
Che successful passage of a rescue 
package of 4f> million US dolbrs 
mooted hy bankers-cum-creditois 
headed by the must heavilv bur¬ 
dened Hunjab National Bank 
(PNB). For the greater part of 19B4, 
PNB fuughi a seemingly fruitful 
battle. Its proposals were carried 
with an overwhelming majority by 
the creditors, secured and unse¬ 
cured, hut the move failed lo gam 
ratification in court. Ihe few who 
opjHised the granting gf a new lease 
of life did sc vahemanily, and it was 
their voice thai ultimately carried 


the day. The package was thusi 
ruled unviable. 

It IS alleged by Esal executives 
that the most important point 
throughout the saga was PNB's re* 
fusal to secure Allied Arab Bank for 
the l.f> million US dollar lucn ex¬ 
tracted from the Utter, according 
to .\AB. on false pretexts. But one 
alvi got the impression that an 
influential lobby was at vrork to 
desiruv Rajendra Seihia. Tech* 
nuallv the fraud charge was nor a 
Ucior m deciding I he outcome of 
I he package, but at the same time it 
could well have weighed heavily on 
the mind uf the judge concerned. 



ftewodraSnUe 

Thus Esal went into liquidatkm 
and Mr Serbia started life anew 
with (he knowledge that lie had 
nothing to look forward to in Bri¬ 
tain. In anv case, he was a wanted 
man in ihis country^lespite the 
fad that tilJ date the investigators 
have been unable to formulate a 
formal charge against him in court, 
nirt to mention the release of his 
two directors. The United Kingdom 
I does not have an extradition treaty 
with Spain, so it was understand- 
. able that nu attempts were made to 
i deport him from there. But Mr 
; Sethta was frequently in the United 
; States and his presence there could 
1 well have been taken advantage ol. 
Indeed, if Scotland Yard was una¬ 
ware of his trips to (he USA, they 
could nu( have been taking his case 
loo seriously. 

But the Yard evenniatly cau^t 
up with him. and a presumaMy 
unsuspecting Rajendra Sethia was 


apprehended by rhe CBI. An ex¬ 
tradition request has been sent to 
Delhi since, and it was also 
rumoured that detective inspector 
Brian Cooper, in-charge of the 
Sethia case, would soon be flying 
out to the Indian capital to facili¬ 
tate the formalities. But a spokes¬ 
man for Scotland Yard firmly de 
nied that this was in the offing. Mr 
Sethia. unlike the majority of non¬ 
resident Indian businessmen in the 
UK. IS an Indian citizen. He may 
have been based abroad for the 
greater part of his life, but that in 
no way dilutes his rights as an 
Indian national in the eyes of the 
Indian giwernmrnt. 

Of course, even insiders in his old 
establishment in Britain admit that 
he may have been "cechnicelly guil¬ 
ty of forgery." But the fact that 
ScaiUnd Yard has not made much 
headway in their pursuit to prose¬ 
cute him cannot be ignored by the 
Indian authorities. Besides, none of 
the Indian banks have ever accused 
him of fraud, and indeed, have 
tried their level best to save him 
with the approval of the Reserve 
Bank of India, and probably also 
the union finance ministry. Thus, it 
has somewhat surprised Briuin*s 
business comm un i ty t h at i he 1 nd ia n 
government, despite us goodwill 
for Britain and its commitment to 
Interpol, should have bent over 
backwards to please Whitehall. Is 
there a trade off in this? And if so, 
is Sethia the Kapegoat? But one 
circle is unabashedly pleased: Bri¬ 
tain's sugar lobby, which once ruled 
this area of world trade, but which, 
due to the aggressive methods of 
Rajendra Sethia, had been reduced 
to picking the crumbs. 

Rajendra Sechia's troubles began 
in the latter half of 1963. when 
Nigeria and Sudan, which had been 
supplied enormous quantities of 
sugar by Esal Commodities, 
pleaded inability to pay for the 
consignments because of the tight 
foreign exchange situation in the 
two counuies. Mr Sethia’s plight 
was further aggravated by the 
military coup m Nigeria, although 
It was later gathered that he had 
succeeded In coaxing both govern¬ 
ments concerned to honour their 
debts, albeit not immediately. A 
Urge proportioB of the business 
carried out with Sudan was, howev¬ 
er. insured with Uoyds of London. 
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The request for the enradition o( 
Sethie added a new dimension to the 
case. Since Sethia was a wanted 
person in another country, ha could 
not be detained in India unless sul> 
Btantive charges against him could 
be filed hare In any event, in the six 
days following his arrest and preced* 
ing the renewal of the police remand, 
the CBI officials attempted to collect 
as much evidence against Sethia as 
possible so that they could try him in 
Indian courts. In the six days which 
the CBI investigating officers had to 
interrogate Sethia. they are believed 
CO have collected ample evidence 
against him by which th^ can appeal 
to the courts to permit him to be 
cried in Indian courts under Indian 
laws. According to CBI sources, the 
officials dealing with the case had 
before them five trunkloads of docu* 
manes concerning the various bank 
transactions entered into by Sethia 
and Esal Commodities. From their 
cohtacis in London and various bank 
officials in India, the CBI has now 
before it the monumental task of 
scrutinising and examining 
thousands of papers relevant to the 
case, before they can formulate their 
evidence against Sethia. 

Sethia hioisalf has been under con< 
stent watch and has faced hours of 
interrogation by Yashwant Malhotra 
und A. K. Malhotra at the office of 
the CBI situated at Lok Nayak Bhfl' 
van in south Delhi. Contrary to re* 
ports that Sethia has been subjected 
to third degree torture et a high- 
security interrogation room. CBI iiffi- 
cials disclosed that the interrogation 
of the accused had been conducted 
through informal questioning and 
conversation at the CBI office itself. 
Sethia was occupying a room on the 
seventh floor of the Lok Nayak Bha 
van office, near Khan Market, meant 
for interviewing those in police cus¬ 
tody. 

The plea (hit has been made by 
Sethia during the course of hts inter 
rogation is chat he should be given an 
opportunity to pay back his credi* 
tors. He has pleaded that he was in 
fact in the country to meet various 
goverrunent offidds in an attempt to 
pay back his loans. The same plea 
was made by the counsels of Sethia, 
Guidial Singh and R. K. Kbanna, in 
che court of cha metropolitan magis* 
traie on d March when Serbia 
appeared before the court for the 
second time. Moving an application 
for their client's haiL the lawyers 

explained chat in February ld84. 
Mveral meecings were held between 
Esal and the London branches of the 
three Indian banki to evolve a 
aebeme for full paytoenc to all crecU* 
ton within a perl^ of two years, A 


Protection From a Politician? 


D id Pranab Mukherjee, former 
union finance minister, know 
about ihe irregular deals of (he 
three Indian banks in 1.ondon with 
expatriate Indian businessmen? 
Did be bless their murky transac¬ 
tions with RoHodra Sethia? While 
these questions arc lieing asked in 
New Delhi by people including 
some (op officials and bank unum 
leaders, business and press ciri'l(*s 
in London already seem sure abfii i 
Pranab Mukherjee’s r<ile in (he en* 
(ire affair Frum comments in the 
British press ii would seem that ihi* 
‘^protection of Pranab Mukherjee 
to Sethui" was common knowledge 
there Cummenting on Seihl.Vs 
flight to India after he was declared 
bankrupt by the London High 
Court, Roheri Tverman wrote tr> 
the Oar/y Telegraph of London. 


>teenng committee had alwi been 
formed, headed by high officials of 
the three banks, in an attempt to pay 
back the enormous sums of toonvy 
owed by iWihia. 

On the second day of hearing at the | 
court. Sethia himself guided his 
lawyers at several points during the 
course nf the argument. Neverthe¬ 
less, his applicat'un for release on 
bell was rejected bv ihe magistrate 
and he was lurther remanded tv 
police custody fur five days. Whvri 
(he second part of Sethia's remand is 
complere. the CBI will he under 
compulsion lo issue a Lhargesheet of 
offences against him. or else release 
him on bail. Said one of the CBI 
officials investigating the case. 
“There is no question of him (Sethiui 
being releas<^ on bail. As his pro* 
secuiors, we svill see to it that we 
have substantial charges against him 
in India, before we can allow him to 
be tried elsewhere “ He also pointed 
out (hat since the charges filed 
against Sethia in the FIR ^re for 
cheating, forgery and using of false 
documents, in case of Seihia even 
paying back all his loans to (he 
various irtstieutions, he would still be 
liable to imprisonment for at least 
five years. Under Section 4 of the 
India Penal Code, any Indian who is 
charged with an offence committed 
outside (he country can be tried in 
Indian courts. 

The most incriminating piece of 
evidence recovered by the CBI team 
against Sethia is (He fact that he was 
in powettioQ of a faUe paupon and 
oir ticket iasued on a false aamt. 
both of which were rocovared within 


“Ever the uptimisi even today, 
Sethia has lately been (u try his 
luck with the new Indion guvern- 
meni uf Rujiv CUndhi ..but his 
chances do not look all that good. 
Rdjiv (landhi removed his previous 
finamv minister Pranab Mukher* 
icu afit'r his sweeping election vie* 
lory. Ii i< fai from clear now many 
fnenOs at c'ourt Sethia now has." 
Another London newspaper echoed 
similar ilKnights: ..Indian busi* 
nev> circles are dubious about hi.s 
chances i"f making up with the 
Indian governmvni) mure sn after 
the fall from power of Pranab 
Mukhvrjev. us linunce minister Mr 
Mukherjee was in overall charge uf 
the hanks when ihe large luans 
were made '* ii said 
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hours of hjs anesi The pusspm't was 
discuvvreii by ihe CBI when ihey 
searched suite number nf 

Miiutvd Sheraion which Suilna had 
been rKciipyin^. The passport (num- 
Ikt W 90(lSh4) which hod the photo* 
graph ami signatures of Rajendra 
Selina, alias "Ruj Kumai Diigar" are 
now the noist d.ttnaginit evidence 
ugainsi St'thi.i Scireil along with the 
passport letters of miroduction 
given hv lMii;ai lot an air ticket and 
visiting i.irds in ihc same name. 
Once these documentr were m the 
hands uf the LBI, they were quick to 
locate an .or ticket Irnm the travel 
•igeiicy of iju* Mrforya Hotel. Travel 
House Private Limited. Tlie Swissair 
ticket wav valid for a passage frum 
either Calcutta Del he Bombay to 
CniroGeneva New Vork and hack. 
'Ttugar” was. according to the ticket, 
scheduled to leave the country the 
next dav. unly a few hours before he 
was arrested Had Sethia boarded 
(he Swissair flight as *'R. K Dugar.” 
he would probably have been out of 
the country fur a long, long time as 
his visa was valid fur the USA, Egypt, 
Switaerland and France. Had the CBI 
decided (o .swoop down a little later. 
Sethia could have flown. Now Sethia 
IS facing trial in the Indian courts. 
The British wan him extradited. The 
credibility of the Indian banking in* 
stitutitms IS at its lowest ebb. Surpri¬ 
singly. till 22 January 19fi& ministers 
were trying to mislead the Parlia* 
ment on the Sethia issue. Only t 
probe revealing the extent of the 
fraud can resurrect the image of 
Iiuiian banks abroad. 

Mhf i«*i end Bei ke faliai TMimlWW 



RED TAPE 

A Period of Fear 
and Uncertainty 


D unne third week of 
January, when the eir wa^( 
thick with the news of 
arresti^ of e number of per¬ 
sonal assistants in Delhi in (he now- 
famous spy case, there was an inter 
ministerial meeting called by the 
secretary of a ministry in his capacity 
as the chairman of the Inrio-Polish 
Trade Coordination Committee 
Though a big conference room with 
comfortable upholstered chairs was 
avallahle. the secretary was unwilb 
ing 10 leave his own room and hold 
the meerinn there In his room, 
around an oval shaped table, about 
30 officers from various ministries 
sat for discussions The only reason 
for all this was soon clear The tele¬ 
phones. includinn the ftashtrapaii 
Bhawan exrhanpu {RAX) phone, 
were in that room and the secretary 
was afraid of receiving a sudden call 
from “high up** to move over to some 
other department, or worse, go back 
to the state. In the ministry of com* 
merce. industrial development, de¬ 
partment of mines—you name it— 
the discussion* frequently centred 
round who was about to leave, who 
had already handed over charge 
pending posting and so on. Even 
taking leave for a day or two became 
a risky affair, since the rumour mills 
started spinning out stories about the 
person on leave. 

This was the beginning of a period 
of uncertainty and fear in the minds 
of the bureaucrat* in Delhi. The 
situation persists even today. There 
is no one. neither the secretary to (be 
Prime Minister, nor the cabinet 
secretary, nor the minister in charge 
of the depanmem of personnel who 
can. either formally, or at least infer 
mally, say what it is all about. There 
has always been a procedure and a 
period of time in the year, for post¬ 
ings, transfers and replacements to 
and from Delhi, keeping in view the 

personal convenience of the officers 
concerned, the budget session of Par 
liament and so on. Nobody felt a 
creeping fear about that But the 
secrecy, the sudden announcement, 
the slant of the news and the serving 
of the official order indicating post¬ 
ing—ell these have truly ushered m 
'be Orwellian era in the top echelons 


of administration in the capital rdihe 
enuni rv. 

Soon after (he personal assistar't 
was taken into custody. M. C. Sarin, 
secretary, defence production, met 
the cabinet secretary and wished to 
pruceed on leave preparatory (o re> 
rirement, accepting moral response 
bility like Dr Alexander. He was to 
I retire on 31 May next. He was told 
no) to get unduly worked up over the 
matter and carry on a* u*ual Yet. 
within a fonmght. he wa< sent for bv 


Everyone knows that 
the Orwellian eye Is 
watching everyone in 
Delhi. Added to that, 
such decisions as in the 
case of M.C. Sarin and 
J.8. Baljal have really 
shaken the little 
conOdence the top 
bureaucrats had in 
themselves, their 
collea^es and 
subordinates. Today, 
there is au air of total 
mistrust amonip st the 
officials in Delhi. 

the same cabinet secretary and told 
to proceed on leave at once. This 
received due publicity in the media. 
J. S. Baijal, addittonal secretarv, m- 
nomic affairs, was talking to a friend 
one evening before goiog home. Be¬ 
longing to the 1^4 IAS batch from 
Onsse be hoped to be secretary 
in a ministry soon. He came to Delhi 
in Decemb^ 19B1 on a normal le 
nure of five years. He got a call from 
(he minister in charge of personnel. 
Hoping to hear the g<^ news, he 
went to see the minister with a* 
bcamiog face bui returned soon af¬ 
ter, looking crushed l.ike Sarin, he 


was also told to rake leave at once 
and then get back to (he ttaie. Again, 
there was instant publicity in tW 
media Everyone knows that the 
Orwellian eye is watching everyone 
in Delhi. Added to that, such deci¬ 
sions as In the case of Sarin and 
Baijul have really shaken the little 
confidence the lop bureaucrats had 
in themselves, ileir colleagues and 
(heir suKordinau-. Today, there is an 
air of total mivirusi amongst rhe 
officials and others in Delhi. 

In classical economic theory, It was 
Adam Smith who talked about a 
hidden hand, balancing the demand 
and suppiv posiiinn in a perfect mar* 
ket in free competition. But there is 
no meniion of a hidden hand in the 
classical theorias of political science 
even by Prof Sabine, balancing the 
functions of the executive in admi* 
nistratiofl of the govemmem Bvnow 
it IS quite dear that there is a sledge 
hammer approach in ordering the 
shifting of the lop bureaucrats—and 
the accompanying wide publicity in 
the media—in Delhi. There is a hid¬ 
den hand which is guiding the course 
of events in the government with 
nearperfestion by generating fear. It 
is uniijue iliai the same hidden hand 
is also determining the selection of 
(op people according to its own 
analysis and judgment. How else do 
we explain finding oul B, B. Bhot'a, 
retired f>ve years ago as secretary, 
environment, to be appointed as the 
chairman of the advisory hoard on 
energy, in the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of K. C, Pant? Bhora is 
not an expert on energy, whatever 
might be bis other excellent creden* 
rials. There are quite a few interna* 
tionally famous Indian experts on 
energy who have served in various 
government committees with distinc* 
non. More curious was the way the 
incumbent for the post of chaimao. 
Union Public* Service Commission 
(DPSC) was found. It was known that 
Dr Sahara would leave his post on iB 
February, as the UPSC charter does 
not permit any second term for the 
chairman. One sitting member of rhe 
UPSC approeched a friand through a 
friend to talk to Mohammad Yunus> 
chairman, Trade Pair Authority of 
India (ThAI) to recommend him to 


mtm/r iMi *m 
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the Prine Minister for the poit. 
Mohemmad Yimue could not sey 'no* 
to Chet friend, ehhough he did not 
know the UPSC member. Neither did 
he meet the prospective candidate 
for chairman. Meanwhile, anocher 
member of the UPSC started pulling 
siringft, on the basis of his past <and 
unpleasant experience) et the state 
public service commission. At one 
point of time, one denounced the 
other in the bargain. B. C. Methur, 
who retired as secretary, department 
of rehabilitation, in April 1984 but 
was still living in his official reei* 
dence, tried his luck through com 
mon friends. Jn the mean time, U. C. 
Agerwal. secretary, personnel (re¬ 
cently transferred as OSD in ihe 
cabinet secretariat), who was to pre¬ 
pare the proposal well in time, listing 
out the probable incumbents, for 
seeking approval of the appointment 
committee of the cabinet, thought it 
appropriate to put his own name for 


In oluflloal eoonomio 
tli9ory» It wu Adam 
Smltli who talked 
atN>ut a hidden hand, 
balancing the demand 
and supply position in 
a perfect market. But 
there la no mention of a 
hidden hand in the 
olassloal theories of 
political science... 
balancing the 
functions of the 
executive in 
administration 


(he poet of the UPSC chairman. He i$ 
(0 retire in November end this post is 
for a period of six years. So, instead 
making any proposals, Agarwal 
started »ing the rounds recom* 
mending himself to the cabinet 
secretary, ^ minister in charge of 
pereoeeic] and so on. When P. K. 
Kaul's appoioiment as cabinet 
•ecretary was approved. Agarwal 
poM-histe earrled the official order 
personally lo Kaul and gently re¬ 
minded him el his own candidature. 
But adnlrable were the ways of (he 
hidden hand, which picked up H. K. 
L. Capoer, who had retired as the 


chief secretary. Gujarei, more than a 
decade ago. He became the all* 
povrerful establishment officer in De¬ 
lhi. to become the chairman. UPSC. 
just in time. 

When radio and TV announced in 
the evening news that a large num¬ 
ber of secretaries had been moved 
around, none of the top bureaucrats 
in Delhi had any clue as to who was 
^ going where. The earlier practice of 
informing both the outgoing and ttn' 
i new incumbent of the change came 
through a tele^one call from the 
cabinet secretary. Perhaps, because 
P. K. Kaul was new to his job, he 
could not follow tradition. A day 
after the announcement, all the 
newspapers carried the names of the 
secretaries along with the minisines 
mentioned against each, pour secre* 
taries found themselves reverted to 
the states The government orders 
came after tvro days. Obviously, de 
tailed copies of the transfers and 
I postings had been prepared first to 
be released lo the press and for ihe 
information of the public. It was a 
reassuring message to the country¬ 
men that in one sweep ^2 top 
bureaucrats could be shuffled as in a 
PKk of cards The era of red tape 
was over 

According to the Civil List of IAS 
officers as on 1 January 1984. of the 
four seaetiries reverted to their 
respective states. S. P. Mukherjee, 
secretary, agriculture, came to Delhi 
in September 1973; C. R. 
Vaidyanathan came from Bihar on IS 
December 1987 as secretary, health 
and family planning; R. K. Sastry 
came from Rajasthan on 9 November 
1982 as secretary, depenmcnt of offi¬ 
cial languages, after a stmt as the 
director, tal Bahadur Shastri 
Academy erf Administration, Mus- 
soone. and K. N. Singh came from lA 
and AS on 29 October 1962 as secret¬ 
ary, department of revenue. Though 
Mr Mukherjee had stayed long, 
others did not even complete their 
Slay for five years. Further, after 
becoming the secretary to the gov¬ 
ernment of India, no one has re¬ 
verted to (he state, except during rhe 
rule of the Janata government, when 
Ajit Majumdar. (hen secretary, ex¬ 
penditure and Dr P. C. Alexander, 

I then secretary, commerce, were sent 
I back to Bihar and Karnataka, re^ec- 

: tively. Both promptly resigned end 
I went away to Washington and Gene- 
i va on foreign assignments. If the 
reversion to the states is on the 
^ound of inefficiency in perform¬ 
ance. (hen a serious question comes 
up. The appointments comnrittee of 
the cabinet is chaired by the Prime 
Minister, with the heme ntniater apd 
(he minister in charge of penouMl 


being rhe other two members. Be¬ 
sides. there is a complete procedure 
of review of at least five years' 
performance as reflected in the ser¬ 
vice record of the officers concerned 
before eny appointment is cleared 
from the rank of joint secretary and 
above, in the government of India. 
This is specially so in the case of the 
appointment of a secretary to a 
ministry His entire background is 
gone through before such a selection 
is made. D<Ws it (hen mean that these 
four secretaries who were suddenly 
reverted to their states were not 
properly selected by the appoint¬ 
ments committee of the cebinei or 
someone probably felt that they had 
become inefficient with the passage 
of time after becoming secretaries to 
the government of India? 

Within a fortnight of the appoint¬ 
ment of P. K. Kaul as the cabinet 
secretary and changing 32 secretar¬ 
ies in one sweep, (he entire svstem of 


There wu a time 
young ofneere from the 
etatee looked forward 
to a poetlag In Delhi 
with a view to gaining 
experience In a wider 
area of 

adm ini etratlon. > >Not eo 
anymore. Totakeupa 
poet In Delhi leaving 
behind the familiar 
environment In the 
elate, hu become next 
to a nightmare for an 
offloer. 


seniority in service, cadre manage¬ 
ment, rules of (enure of appointment 
in the government of India and so on 
have come to an end. As fCaul super¬ 
seded 17 officers, the same situacion 
has arisen In the case of selection of 
secreteries elso A few out of 12 
secretaries do not belong to the 1A8. 
Among the IAS officers, the last 
incumbent, T. U. Vijayesekheru be¬ 
longs to the Orissa cadre from the 
195S batch and occupies l7Sib posi- 
tioQ la the Combined Civil List. He 
bas been in Delhi since Dtceaber 
1979. It is now enybody's gutsa as to 
how many have him bypeaaed while 
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Rancfom memories. Life is Ml of them. 
Memor^s of hd|sp<ness. love, pride 
dnd fun. neeting moments that you |ust 
have to capture. They can happen any 
lime. They may not happen again. 

Take a picture. 

In black arxf v4iite. 

On\y black and wnite pictures don't 
fade for years and yeMs. 

Keep the pictures in the family alburn. 
Later, you can share your jnemories. 
And relive the happy times. 
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nuking such • long Uic of promo- 
lions. Thorofore» li does not seem 
necessexy eny longer to miintain 
with meticulous cere e combined list 
of officers in order of senioriiy in 
service. A. 8. Gill hes tlrendy gone on 
lesve while Mohinder Singh, sudden¬ 
ly shifted es OSD in the cebinet 
secreteriet, must be finding it a httle 
ewkwird to serve under Keul, a few 
rungs junior in serv ice. on the eve 
of his retirement in July. Another 
superseded officer, V. 8. Ethwaren, 
till now member*secretary, advisory 
board on energy, hes also quit, 
though he is to retire on 30 June nest 
year. 

The immediate fallout would be in 
the states, where quite a few new 
departments will be set up quickly to 
post such senior officers returning 
suddenly from Delhi. No wonder, a 
few state governments have already 
thought of such a situation perhaps 
because a few retired chief secretar¬ 
ies and the like, close to the political 
masters there, heve been holding 
these posts for so long There are 
already such distinguished posts es 
that of chairmen of corporations 
like the oilseed growers* corporation, 
the fish seed growers' corporation, 
the milk producers' corporation, etc. 
These officers, who have been sent 
beck to their states, are on the Iasi 
legs of the careers and would not 
even raise a protest at whatever they 
are given on the eve of retirement. 

There was a time young officers 
from the stetes looked forward lo a 
posting in Delhi with a view to gain 
ing experience in a wider area of 
•dminiscratioti The beautiful city 
itself with excellent educatmnel in¬ 
stitutions was sufficient attraction 
for the family. It was also known as to 
how long the period of stay in Delhi 
would be, according to the nature of 
posting. Not so any more. To take up 
a post in Delhi leaving behind the 
femiliar environment in the state, 
has become next to a nightmare for 
an officer. On arrival, even as a joun 
secrttary, for at least a year, there is 
absolutely no possibility of getting e 
smell transit apanment to stay with 
the family. So, after living in a three- 
bed-roomed house with a levm, ser¬ 
vant's quarters, garage, etc. in the 
state, the officer suddenly finds him¬ 
self force of circumstances to stay 
with the family of some relations, 
about 30 km away from office and 
traveUlfll morning and evening by 
public bua. Thoaa who are reluctant 
to stay with relations, take on 
rent e roof-top one-room accommoda¬ 
tion IS that la what he can afford 
with hie nodeat pay. Neither in ite 
normal course nor through any ViP 
recommendation is it poasible to get 


An importui qaMtloa» 
therefore, ariMO u to 
how the tonore rules 
(of IAS officers) earns 
into operation and 
what purpose they 
serve. Leaving aside 
the personal 
difficulties every 
officer faces, 
today if the 
central ffovemment 
does not like an officer 
be is Just sent away to 
the state. What 
purpose does it serve 
except csusing 
resentment among 
them? 


tho children admitted in any school. 
Throughout the year in every class in 
every Khool, it is full: at least this is 
the reply one gets on enquiry. The 
situation at the office too has become 
uncertain not only because of swift 
and sudden political directions but 
also suspicion amongst colleagues 


There is a 
hidden hand 
which is guiding the 
course of events in the 
government with near 
perfection by 
generating fear. It is 
unique that the same 
hidden hand le also 
determining the 
selection of top people 
according to its own 
analysis and 
Judgement. 


' and subordinates as a resuli of inter¬ 
service rivalry. 

The total number of officers in the 
lAb now are e Uttle over 3,000. The 
kind of situation experienced by the 
vagaries of tenure rules is faced by 
no more than SOO to 600 officers; 
others manage to stay in the state for 
the best pan of their career. With the 
family life end the children's educa¬ 
tion practically shattered, these 
officers seem rootless. At least, 
under similar situations, the IPS 
officers, about one-third the number 
of IAS officers, are allowed to adroit 
their children in a boarding school 
abroad with the government meet 
ing the expenses. They have a 
sprawling transit hostel in Delhi 
where an officer can stay for many 
months till he gets regular accom¬ 
modation. 

An important question, therefore, 
arises as to how the tenure rules 
came into operation and what pur¬ 
pose do they serve. Leaving aside 
the personal difficulties evety officer 
faces, while moving to end fro, 
today if the central govern¬ 

ment does not like an officer he Is 
just sent away to the state. Whet 
purpose docs it serve except causing 
resentment among them end eroding 
efficiency? For more then two de¬ 
cades, a full-fledged department of 
administrative reforms under the 
government of India has existed. It 
hes dune nothing to look into such 
real-life problems. From time to time 
it only examines on ways of cutting 
out paperwork by advising various 
ministries to standardise the site of 
the files, shorten the notings and 
take important decisions at lower 
levels of the government. At the 
same time, the assistants from the 
Central Secretariat Service, have 
continued throughout their career in 
Delhi only They rpmain undisturbed 
in their family lives, often forming an 
old boys' network in every ministry 
right up to the rank of joint secreter- 
ies. In (he present situation, sur¬ 
charged with suspicion and pecking 
off e number of senior IAS officers, 
there is a subtle move to men ell the 
secret ahet posts up to the level of 
secretary, if possible, by the Ceatrel 
Secretariat ^rvice alone. With the 
experience of working up the Udder 
from cbe ranks nf assistants end PAi, 
this looks Uke the edministretive 
structure the goveroment will 
follow in (he i.ear future. At leest, 
through the beck door, idmimstre- 
live ^orm is going to teke some 
shape after all, mercifully sp^ng 
the IAS officete to settle down tt the 
slate level. 
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PUNJAB 


Akali Leaders Released 

Hope for ne^tiataiJ settlement of Punjab problem 


W ich the releeee on U March 
1965 of the AkeJi Del chief 
Herchand Singh Lon^owal and seven 
othor Akali leaders held under de¬ 
tention for the Ust nine months 
under the National Security Act. the 
Punjab crisis enters a new phase, 
heraldmi perhaps a blner struigSe 
for the AkaJi leadership. 

The fact that the government did 
not in its unilateral decision to re< 
lease the Akali leaders—follouing 
two days of meetings of the cabinet 
sub committee heeded by union 
minister, Mr S.B. Chavan-^rder the 
release of Curcharan Singh Tohra, 
prasideni of the Shiromani Curd* 
ware Prabandhak Committee 
(SGPC) and Mr Prakash Sii^ Badal. 
the ''moderete" former chief minis* 
ter of Punjab is of considerable sig* 
nificance. Either the governseni 
would not like to negotiate a settle* 
ment with these two leaders, particu* 
iarly with Mr Badal, who was 
arrested for having burned Article 2$ 
of the Constitution of India or the 
two Akali leaders themselves did not 
want to be released and they feel 
that the longer the suy in jail the 
more their reputations would be en* 
hanced. 

It will certainly be a difficult task 
for the released leaders who will 
have to steer a careful course be* 
tween the angry masses in Punjab 
and the government. Many Sikhs do 
not want any settlement with (he 
government unless all those arrested 
following (he army action are re¬ 
leased, the special courts withdrawn 
and an official inquiry into the rmts 
after (he assassination of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi initiated. Besides the Akali 
Dal chief, those released are Jagdev 
Singh Talwandi. Surjit Singh Bama- 
la, a former union minister. Atma 
Singh, Raodbir Singh Cheema. UJ- 
jagar Singh Sekhawan, Dalip Sin^ 
Pandhi and Baldev Singh Brar. While 
the five high priests have welcomed 
the government's gesture, Major 
Singh Vuhnke, former SGPC general 
secretary has reiterated that no solu¬ 
tion was possible until the release of 
those arrested following the army 
action in the Golden Temple. The 
acting president of the $Gf^, Prem 
Singh Impure, however, has refused 
to comment. 

The home minister Mr S.B. Chavan 
1 a bis hurried ly<iUed press confer- 


enoe on 11 March said that the 
decision had beta taken without coo- 
•ulting any of the detained top Akali 
leaders Mr Chavan cspreeaed the 
hope that this "gasiore* would help 
10 create a better anvironmeat for a 
Aagotiated saitlamant of tbe Punjab 
problem. In his press conference be 
also announced the decitioD to intro¬ 
duce legislation in Parliament to an- 
able the confiscation of pruperty in 
India of non-rasidant persoM of Indi¬ 
an origin who were indulging In 
teromsi and anti-national activities. 
The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, who presided over the meeting 
on U March had in his campaign 
spaecbai CMslstantly said (hat top 



priority would be given to solving the 
Punjab problem within a ccmstiru- 
rioi^ framework after the Assembly 
elections. 

The government's decision romes 
two days before the budget session of 
Parliament. What could also have 
precipitated (be government's daci* 
Sion is the reported ultimatum given 
to (ha govemmaot by rba Akali Dal 
and (he SGPC in its rasolotion passed 
ai Anandpur Sab lb on 6 Bfarch. Mr 
ItV. Subrunanian. saoior adviser to 
the Punjab govenuhant who wns on a 
tour of Gurdaipur was summonad to 
New Delhi by the ministry of home 


a ?r‘ 


affairs on 10 March. 

Tha move to ralaasa the Akali 
laadars hu bean welcomed by the 
Opposition laadenhip. The Janata 
Fany president Mr Chandra Shekhar 
said that tha release of the Akali 
leaders was a "correct step* and 
hoped that tbe dialogue on the Pun¬ 
jab problem would te "without pre¬ 
conditions." Ha also asked tor the 
early ralaasa of women and children 
arrastad after Operation Bluastar as 
well as those against whom chare are 
no ipecific charges. Mr H.N. Bahugu* 
na. the DMKP leader said. "! hope 
that this will be the starting point for 
a rapprochement. U should not be 
impossible to find a solution to all 
the problems." 

The decision was also haUad by tha 
Akab Dal (Master Tara Singh group) 
and other opposition laadars But 
molt leaders appeared by bewil¬ 
dered by the goveiunent*! decision 
of not releasing Bade! and Tohra. 
According to Mr Karkishtn Singh 
Surjeet, the CPl(M) loader, there 
was no reason why Mr Badal and Mr 
Tohra should not have been released 
because they stood for the unity of 
the country. There should be a clear 
demarcation between axtremisd 
who sought "Khalistan" and those 
leaders who were for unity, he said. 

The cabinet sub committee headed 
by the home minister is comprised of 
union defence minister, Mr P.V. 
Narasimhu Rao and union minister 
for education. Mr KC. Pant. Also 
present at the meeting were union 
home secretary Mr R.D. Pradhan, 
Punjab chief secretary, Mr S.S. 
Daooe and Mr Subramanian. Ilte 
Prime Minister who consulted chief 
ministers of venous states, both of 
the Con|ress(l) and the opposition 
on the Punjab issue, had a^ed the 
cabinet sutKommictae to formulate 
proposals to solve the Punjab crisis 
before the budget session of ParUa- 
meni It is quite probable chat the 
government had come to the conciu* 
non that Akali leaders were not 
interested m a negotiated settlement 
Dor were the moderates among the 
Sikh leadership able to make tbe 
Akali leaders change their mind. The 
govenuneni's gesture could idao he a 
«rep to alienate terrorists from the 
Sikh masses. 

Meanwhile the situation in Punjab 
cootinwas m b« tense with more and 
more Sikh youths vrearing saffron 
turbeos and (ha women, samwa dup-. 
perns, in protest againat (be govein- 
ment's hafidling of the Punjab situa- 
(ion. ^ae Akali laidership has over 
the last few months become in- 
creaMBgly iMlated from tbe Sikh 
youth. 
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PUhilAfi 

More Rre-power for the Police 

PoJiceiTien to be armed with sophisticated weapons 


M orale-build mg, and an mcreaie 
in tire-power and strength of 
the shattered police force in the scare 
remains the most important task of 
the state government in post 
fihindranwale Punjab. The stale 
administration has now decided co 
arm the state police with selMoadmg 
rifles, sien carbines, aud high calibre 
revolvers and create commando un* 
Us as strike forres for anU-terronst 
activity. These strike force units will 
be located at each of the five dtuen 
aub>divisiorial headquaners, under 
superimendenis of police at the dis- 
trici headquarters and one each with 
every battalion of the Punjab Armed 


Police. 

The directorate or the state police, 
headed by the director general of 
police. K.S Dhilhm now has six tn< 
specior generals and stoves of DICs. 
The new mvpec*or generals of police 
under Dhillon aie If* crime. H S 
Randhawa. I(i mceliigente and 
stfcumy. M.C Trikha. IGadraimstra- 
(ion. DS. Muiigat. IG Punjab Armed 
PnliLe and anti terrorist activity, 
K.P.S. Saiidhu. Two other IGs head 
the state home guards and computers 
and the wiiefvsc systems. A new post 
'of 01 counter-espionage has been 
created to kvep a vigil on activities in 
Pakistan and (he Indo-Pak border. 


The former DIG Jalandhar Range. 
Surjit Singh, who was involved in 
intelligence work both with the state 
police and Intelligence Bureau has 
joined as DIG counter-e.vpionage In 
the intelligence and security wing at 
the state headquarters. Having been 
1>JG JaUndhar Range, for over three 
years now, Surjit Singh is an expert 
on terrorists as the terrorist-infesied 
areas in the Gurdaspur and Amritsar 
border belts fell under hisimniediete 
charge. Another young officer Sital 
Das who had alw acquired a lor of 
experience in dealing with teirorists 
has been promoted and posted as 
' police chief of Feiosepur district 
Under the new measure, all the 
police stations would have tele¬ 
phones and a modernised wireless 
I system. Police stations would also be 
equipped with motor cycles and 
other fast means of transporterion. If 
the central govurntiienl permits, 
which in all likelihood it is expected 
in do, the special task forces and 
commando units would also b« equip¬ 
ped with self loading rifles and light 
machine guns to reduce reliance on 
para military forces like the Central 
Reserve Police and Border Security 
Korea. 

To make a particular officer 
answerable for the failure or success 
of their commando ectIons,'they ^are 
being given special men so that the 
excuse of lack of forces or re¬ 
quisite materials do not come in the 
way ut swift a:id re suit oriented ac¬ 
tions. These special units will be 
cieaied from the Punjab Armed 
Police units and the fresh recruit¬ 
ments made recently would undergo 
intensive training lo the use of 
weapons and commando tactics. 

All these measures were imitated 
on the reconiRieudations made by a 
committee of top central and state 
government experts which submitted 
its repuit soon after Operation Blues- 
tar and the aroiy action in Punjab. 
The committee w.is headed by l.V. 
Subramanion. a retired IAS officer. 
To see that the recommendations 
were 'correctly implemented. Mr 
Subramanian was then appointed os 
senior adviser to the government of 
Punjab under President’s Rule in 
June last year. Mr Subramanian has 
been given a free hand to revamp tbe 
state adminiscration, especially the 
law and order machinery. 

Mr Subramanian has also recom- 
znended that the state police be 
screened at all levels and undesir¬ 
able twicers and other ranks be 
relieved of their jobs and officea 
Accord! n^y. a top level cormnitiee 
heeded state chief secretary, S.S. 
Dhanoa was constituted to screen all 
officers of the state police cadres. 


SANTOSH KOMAR ISHOSH 

A Colossus Departs 


A t 10.4Sam on 26 February. San- 
io»h Kumar Ghosh, litteratvur 
and jouiiialist. finally succumbed to 
(he cancer that he had been battling 
for the past five mnrehs. Tbe joint 
editor of Anaxida Barar Fathka. he 
had been associated with several 
newspapeis and had written some of 
the most significant Bengali works of 
recent times. He was b4. 

Santu^h Kumar Ghoxh was born in 
Rajban. now in ^ngladcsh, on 9 
September 1920 and came tv Calcut¬ 
ta to study at Ripon Collage, from 
where he graduated in 1940. Subse¬ 
quently he joined ^u^anrar as sub¬ 
editor. Before joining Hiiidustban 
Brondard in 19Si, he had worked 
with the Morning the Nation 

and The Statesman, and other smal¬ 
ler newspapers. He lomed Ananda 
Bazar Patrika in 19S8 as news editut 
and became associate editor of that 
paper as well as its sister publication 
the Hindustan Standard^ in 1964 

As associate editor, and later joint 
editor, he made a significant con¬ 
tribution towards giving Bengali 
journalism a new shape and form, 
and was Instrumental in replacing 
the staid style of news reporting with 
a more colloquial idiom. His short 
and stocky appearance belied hix 
note for news and his pioneering 
prose, and be broke many stories on 
(he basil of hie tenacity and never- 
lay-die spirit. 

Apart from his achievements ax a 
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Saaloafc Kwmt Q^tak 

journolivt. Santush Ghosh was also 
among the Jurrati oi* Bengal. His first 
short story was published in the 
Bengali niagosiiK. Bha/arvarsa’when 
he was only 16 years old. He came to 
be recognised as a writer of stature 
with his first novel. Nana Ranger 
Din, and his second novel. Kinu Coal¬ 
er Coli. was published in the Paja 
aiimber of Ananda Bazar Pathha 
when he was 19. His other significant 
wuiks wexe Jai Dao. Sesh Natoaskar 
Sri Charaneshu Make, for which 
he was awarded the Sshiiya 
Akademi award in 1972. In all. he 
wrote more than 30 volumes of 
novels, short stories, plays and 
assays, soma of whkii have bees 
translated into Hindi as well as other 
fndUo languages. 
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NEW DELHI 


Sleuths Using Sports Stadium 

Thtt fs usr;ri os on inicrrogolion chamoar 


T he Am.iJ vt'lodronic. huih *'11 ihe 
wi'sl hank of thi* Vamuiu ha iIk* 
eyde t.KeN. nnw heint; uncU an 
iiUcn(iK.tiinii vrnue In ihe pitM 
three initnihN. ihv Ceniu) Hmeju oE 
Investi^ai(oM K Rh ts.»s eniiusied 
xviih the task n| nilonoitaiiiiK an 
ui>|ireceileiiieil n urn her n| iKaiple A 

Icnke niinihcr o1 artesis ntic niarti* 
attvi ihs' a^s<kssnl»ltmn nl Mis Imliia 
tHlinweil liv aitesis ni the 
s(iv sr.eul.il With rhe muiinMunii 
ehanilx’i at the hvil hMii uri.ihU* In 
h.intih' Mill' a luavi hiaO. Ihe ( Hi 
I malls seietreil I he V.innma vcIihJ 
n im* 

Mu> AnamI Kaiii leani. up In 
icisisii^au (he sntvpuiisv livhin<l 


jnd rhi* accused peimsns char^u^d. ii 
IS iK'lieVi’d that siwii oihvrs 'f/trv 
hickUfihi 10 (he aacliun* in the J;i<l 
thk .’s nf Kebi uacy a '.J the kev^ rn the 
I > K • nis tire still wii h l he iiix ir<ti!t*s cv'”. 

OOiLiols jn charge uf (he ndn'.niv 
tivimn oi ilu' voh*dr•..<»€• wen* 

tmii In talk dlMiui ihe&miK nr them 
iliiMiiK rhr past Eew Kvs>k- •*. K 
L liarursedi, the sU|'<**’Imh i m* 

silndfiiinc Minplv s...'>d iliui they 
hail Ikh’I) asked tn h. ..U osei ihe 
$nvmises •md that ihvy one iivi 
allowed inside when u<*c siiuninK iti in 
pioitrrss Othei iUH>»n ufficial^ 
talked alHiul men and worn, a bt uii; 
hfmjKhl min the velodiome n* sois 
lair III the niKhi and UvinA whiikcd 


r jk • 

kkimb'iii'i 1,1 U 
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Thv )uno>ic* /i4(Hlrucii« in DHhi 


Mrs (uinilia*'' ass.issnuinai choM* the 
Yanmna vi'li>ilH»me hi the weeks 
t oi Id w (HR (he a' s.i ss I na 11 on. du/e n< uf 
s u ‘ipect s, I ncl ud i n i h c | n i me ac 


cosed 


Saitv.nU SiiirIi, 


Krh.ii SiiirIi. H.ilbn isnigh and (heir 
tarn I lies ss me iiiu rrnRated there. 
I The VL*ti>(li<nnc', c.riisirnL'ttHi Im (h«’ 
I Ninth Amjii (hmu'S held in N'esv 
' {>elhi *n Sovcniber l‘ik2^ wov 
' selected l)eca>ise o| its ideal Uicatiun 
I and flistaiuc finin the main city 
Once the decisinn vsjs Taken hv (he 
team (ti conduct inTeironationi there, 
the unihnruies n( (he stadium were 
cuniacied aiul the kevs in three 
rooms handed nsei Ci llie i Bl 
Though most of the lui^'Mi^iiiunis m 
I the jssnu^inali'in iasc au’ mm over 

SO 


assay siealthiK Nuhudv ha» seen the 
interroRdtinn ihdniber» or has been 
present uhen the CBl was ijccupying 
them 

Tliev, hnwevei. complained that in 
the |>ast twu vears. (he eelodrorne 
had iieen misused by the Delhi 
Police "ThnuRli I he velvdrnme wns 
i.«>nstiuc(eJ tu eiK'oura^ cycling, loi 
niuiiv month> ws* have nut bceu able 
(o hold <mv tuurnamenl here because 
the velodrome has been converted 
inio a police station.' said one olEi* 
cial. Tlic administrative oilicer ex¬ 
plained that the velodrome had been 
taken over by police cmisiabks who 
had been ustni; iu dormitories 
1 meant for housing pJaxersi as their 
rs'sidence. On lijunc IM3. the then 


--, 

1 

U. Governor, .lagmohan had taken 
the decision l«/ shift certum divisions 
of thv police 10 ihs' velndrume, for | 
want of suitable cum mod at ion. 

I 

The need to shift Delhi Armed j 
pill ICC constables into the veio drome I 
arnce m I9hi, when a portuin of the ' 
Koiwuli police staiion in Chandni ' 
C*hos**« Kjs hijiided over the Sikh 
(;urd >varu Pro ba nd 1 1 a k Co mmi i ice 
and the displaced force had be nans- 
fciicu '‘I-eivliert. I>r'iMnns iif the 
Delhi Armed E‘«>licc. ((affic police. . 
crimi iir.uich and ihc aii'smjt per ! 
sons Sh( ad, all nf wh'rin wvte earhei . 
siaiioiu d M I lie Kiitwaii, weie 
.•hifted :v iht ivlndionie The dech 
siwd wa^ ^iitukicd by ilu stadium 
^ntl. •lilies whn made siwtal re- 
4|uvsis to the {Hilu'i headquai ler> for 
the curly clearance ni the velodrome. 
Since all iJiy docmi, tries ivcce occu¬ 
pied hy con\iabJe% Kevc-iai tnurna* j 
me Ills had in be ..vlled Besides, I 
the'v felt the coiisialdos were inisus- 
iiij. •hr' facilities nvailuble m the 
cuii.pieN and living m insaiuiary con- 
ditiniis rherehv damaginK the 
buildiiiK. { 

Afier rejieureil re'juecis to the j 
police commissioner, S.S Jog, the 
velodrome autlioruies in Kehruary ^ 
received rhe news (hat the veloJ f 
ronie w>m]d lie vacated shnidy and | 
be made available I nr loiii iianivi.is ) 
The DAP poisniinei weie tn be 
shiUed iiitn a lempniaiv pulice camp 
•> Ilu Niganilxidh Obai a ten and the 
mcinl»cr« of the irimc bra nth and 
missing piasons si|uad to he trimsfis- 
'■^'d to the oc'v Km wall police star,on j 
“r Daryn (lanj. Members of tlie if-nf- 
|i'* polnv. hnwevei, were ',iill living i 
at Die lelodiome since no stopgap | 
arrangement couhi he luaik Ici* 
them. 

When the ti >Dk team ilepaMs. Uie 
veiodioiiU' wu nte ( ;ig«iin be u'^cd 
for «ncnutagjiig cvclirig. But |>efnre 
they enn ronimi'iicc ovclmg rourna- 
mc-nt'- 'smi invite p1,y*ct t to stay in 
the dnrrniioric . ihn maintenance 
wing at the vcUidinme have a lot of 
work to cumpleie A visit in the ooce | 
w-ell-maintains'd stone and brick sta- | 
dium shows hem much damage has i 
been done to ji bv ihe [Kilicemen, ! 
Window panes, elecii leal fittings and 
fans have been broken Kurnilure in 
Ihe dining hall has been smashed and 
the dormitories messed up. A tier twu 
years of mi..uMr. ilic Yamuna velod¬ 
rome. among the tinesi in Asia and 
tenainly the best m India, will be 
with the sports authorities again. 
They are now only hoping that the 
Anand Ram team and the CBI inves¬ 
tigators will also vacate the premises 
ijuickly. 

mtu Meir Md, 
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I MIZORAM 

i No Early Settlement 

I " 

: Talks between Laldenga a/id the govornnient tleadlw krd 


f 

P r(»spe(i» «>t «in virly settlement 
uf the Ih ye^roJd Mizu «n<argen* 
cy have unce medec' A’lth the 
fti)Iurc‘ vf the u\k>> beiweri) ynme 
Mmi:«ler Hajiv Gaadhi and the Mug 
NatiunaJ From leader l.aldoctgn to 
resulvg the deadliKk uver the “spe* 
Cie] power'** ol' the Goveinor Only 
last December, a confident Laldenga 
hdd told M'NOA^ tout by January, all 
the four ouisian Jiiik problems would 
^ he'el tied However, on 15 February, 
when Kujiv Gandhi and Laldenga 
' met for the first time since the lat* 
ler*' return from London, the two 
lead/*rft were unable to make much 
headway on the question ol the role 
of the Goveinar during the “interim 
•11 laiiiietnenr* Iwfure fresh Assembly 
clc'Ctioii' umld b« held. 

WIiAt wdN expected to have been 
the final round of ialk« now appears 
j to Sr the prelude to another cycle of 
! muotiHiions The mat ter has once 
I aitaui lx cn refeireU to F V. Nara* 
! '.imha Huo, the defence minister. 
Apparemly. ii was felt that since 
\.iraMmhi« Kjo h.id been associated 
< from the seiv Sugmning with the 
“thud round" ot ia|k> a« the then 
home minister, his uivohvment 
WiOild provide* an element of con* 
I mint V III the dijlof*ue. it is no secret 
' (hill 1.all Ion pa has been quite cun- 
I leincil ,n the dishKainm of the lalks 
. (tue ro ti)e ass.issination of Indira 
I Gaodii flic dialogue had after all 
iiccit l>asevl o[)on a |iervin«il under- 
i st>mdmG between Mrs Gandhi ind 
the MNF leader. 

The mam huidle continues to he 
tiu' question oi tkie Governor's ^hiw- 
ui's with ri's^nn’t tii law and ordei and 
the niartapcmeiit of finances The 
centre and the MMF have apreeu that 
Mi/orum wrll he planted statehood 
.similar to ihat uf N'apaiand under 
Article .f71 A />f The Consthution 
Tho problem, however, iis that while 
this Article provides for certain safe¬ 
guards for inainliiininp tile culture of 
the Mizo people, it also stipulates 
that “the Governor ui Napaland shall 
liave a special tes^Moisibiliiy with 
respect to the luw and urder in the 
si«,te ot KagaJand...aiid in the dis¬ 
charge of his functions in relation 
thereto the Governor shall after con* 
xuliing with the council of ministers 
exercise his individual judgment as 
to the action to be i.iken..." 

Again ClausefCi "-ovidcs that “ir 
making his recoinne. ‘darwn with re- 

4IINP4T^ tmi 


specT to any demand Im a giant, ifw 
Governor of Saga I and shall ensure 
that the nmoe)' provided bv the gov 
ernmeni nf India .»ui uf the CoriMili 
dated Fund iil India for aiiv spc'ctfiv 
purpose or set vice is incluited m tlit* 
demand for grams relatmc lo ib.it 
service oi puriMise and i.,- lu anv 
other demand " 

laildeiiga has uhnnits: . ifitw*- 
provisious as ihuv would virtuallv 
place the administration iriesiivciive 
of the enixieme uf an elected Assent 
blv under central dirvciiun. .'suutcv' 



laMenea 


] close to the MNK lt*adei sav that siish 
a proMSion is taicianioum lo .\.ivjnp 
that the centre does m»t iruvl the 

Mizo people. **1 hs* rnndit.oo*. m 

Nagaland are different But unce* ihc* 
underground Mizus lav down iheu 
arms, Mizoram will not be moie dis 
rurbed than Uttar Fradesh.** said a 
: MNF leader. 

Equally intractable have been i he- 
differences over vKe intenm arrangv 
ment bofiire fariiament is able to 
oppro"* scatehixid for Mizuram and 


. . “1 

! fresh t ied ions are held TIu* MNH 
leader fi^els that it rs hkelv to K* a 
|htuk 1 uf at least six moiitiis ond it is 
vcl.il that ihi* •idmiiuoi-'ihon lie in 
*he li.miis ol ihost ihar ihe Miro 
uiicleri:r<>uii(i •.ni trust. “How can 
thev piissiliiv .i.,ne uiii and lay down | 
their arms when llu' s.uiie adnunic I 
ii.ition. pobie and paiamilitarv 
iiirti's dg;imsi whom ilu v have con- 
i (liicleil lauls ,o< ihe vei V people who 
' still h.ne ff.'.vii ovei rheni^ I'hey 
' want an as > 01 .nice ol safc*t> and 
I Older." soul a MNI leaJei .sSuch an 
assiiiaiur of saferv ,itid order can. 
aicordiiiK III MNK souries, be pro- 
viikd tiy diss<ilviriG the state Assem- 
. hiv. dt'il.MJiij; Fresiilerit's (life anil 
I ai'iioiinmu a council of ailvisets tu 
. aid till Li tlovenuu Ihe head ot the 
I ( 0 UUC 1 I would piesiimably Ih* LHldcti' j 
! iM hriiiM*li The foimnl.i waft pan of | 
I the pii»|Kis(ils suhmtried to the gov- 
I einmem iluriiii; the wumd ruimd of 
I i.ilks in IMHfgj However, since 
tlieii. Btig SoiloX iriinistiv has lx.'en 
ilele.iteil and the new .heel tnimxtor 
I .a! Thaoliwhi has smkI to ine press 
ill.It he Is prepaied to resign in 
Uihleiikt.rs I UMOir Tlie giivvnimeril 
hasv«o losiibmn its proixTsals on this 
matcet 

(hll<*ieitces ,ilso exist over the 
withdiiuviil ot iIh' Sivih Scliednie 1 
apnlnahie over ceiiaio areas nf [ 
Mi/in.«iii flu* MNf Iv.iili'iship he.' 

' lieves ili.ct rlu- uoii<ouniu applica 1 

' ll••lM»f ifiis n<Ik-c!oI<* m Minri am W'kl] | 
lost* I dicisic* 4 it*'s rhe sciieilule 1 
pcioides Oil ihe .i<lioinistialioii of ' 

. II ilia! -Ill os o, I he kiiuoh leil liorv of 
I Mi/io.im ilikokkgo tIk ueatkon ol 
akHoiKMivois disnui umncils and re ! 

< Gional 1 uommU Ukhleneri m aki inter 
YUW |o this T OM: sjMiiuh'kil List Ue- 

' «f ii(Ih<i Ii.kI e-spl.niu-d th.il ihe .Kivih ' 
.^chciink iMcf n, r-n .ip^ibed To Mi/oi. 

< am .ihek> ir w.e p.tit «il Assam hut 

. now tli.ii ki w.k« goini: ii« lx* •! setxiiale . 

I st.iic* ihc silu*dul(' lonlil no bxieei be* 
i appluabh* 

i l/.iUk*iiua (Ii.cunm d with ihe iVinii' 

< Minisier ihi’ iKiMrior, -if liie MS't* on 
these onisi.kiuhriG pr<ililems rii* PM 
gtOe .1 p.ilu nl, ei' ii s\ r>ip>klliL'iu 

* luMikiii: bin 1I0* |xiJiiic.i! will lo biv-ik 

* ihi* ik-a/iiock MC'iik-. tt> b«' .kbseni 

; While K.inv (•aodlntuiiiedhis jnen - 
I HUT let the .'\'senil)l\' elec loins. 
I.,ikk*ni>,i IS wMititu* his turn. 
JU* Ik.is HI (oi.itoki liriiist-li with the ' 
s.irist jlu*u) it 1 h<i*'tng ohtained 
jc ul viHH'h</od f<M Mi /01 

ii/n« j 4 miu*siy foi j!I ihe ^ 

inideigruuo I Mi/*is, inclusion of | 
Mi/oi.im as a iiaimiial language in \ 
ihe Lighth scio*dulc and ftpecial pro- ' 
visiiiiis ftn ownership and transfer n1 
I land and lesmirces and 01 her xafe 
^ gu.iuls imdvf Article .171 A. 

I Alla WancAMdi. New DoM j 

SI 
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MAftUTi UDYOG 

Full of Drive 

Producliun t^xceedeci in yt'uru/ opeiolioii 

bvhifid ns itidiKvniwtioti M:heduJe. 
The joint m^iu^cui director of 


I n the fir&t yvijr of operaiionv. 

NUruti Udyoi^ Ns brought ubouc a 
revolutiun un the Indian riud^ In 
spite ot vaiiuus cuntiuveisies m 
which the cuaiprfiiy n involved, it 
cannoi be denied thai Mdiuii h«i< 
ushered m a new eia in the Indian 
autoniiibile indusiiy. The pruduuion 
achieved by Maiuti since its plant 
became operaiivv un 14 December 
1983 IS praisewurthy. In 15 inonihs, 
Marut; has exceeded its inuducuon 
target by ten per cent By March thu 
yeai 22,000 units had butn manufac 
tured instead of the projected hgurv 
(if 20,000 units wiih Ibb units lulhiig 
out every day By the imie Maiuii 
aiiteis Its second phase oi product luii 
in March 198b, u would haw pro 
duced 48,000 units 


The giant public sector cumpauy 
now employs 1,900 people and the 
production rate of the company is 
(wo cars per employee per year 
which compares favourably with pre* 
vious pruduction rates of (ha Indian 
automobile industry. Howevei. the 
tndigenisation of the Maruii vehicles 
is lagging behind schedule aud tliis is 
causing concern to the company. The 
first 192 Maruti passenger cars were 
assembles! from foreign components. 
By March 1985, the vehicirs are 
expected to use only 28 pai cent of 
in^genous components. By 1989. the 
vehicles will be 100 per ceiu indigc 
msed. At praseni, according to com* 
panv sources, Maruii is tive per cant 


Maruti UdyoK* KC. Bhargasa, ex 
pJaiiied thai the piobJem ut indige* 
nf»u% aiiullaiy dcwlopmeiu la ed by 
Maruii i> sonic ihiiig fui whiii. the 
ancillaiy iiicJuMiy in India is e* 
spuiiMhlv bince the past 15 yeai^. 
the ancillaiy iiidusiry has remained 
siagnam a*, the nunibci ut auto* 
mobilcv produced in (he lounliy re 
mauled static lium 19/i onwards, 
the cumbiiic*d sales of the Ainbas.>a' 
dor and fiat was • puor 4b.tRiU but 
aftei Mai uli enterc-d the mai k'.(. ihe 
nunibvi ut passviigei cars sold shot 
up to h5.UW, a So per cent itic<«ase. 

The aiicilLiiy mdusciy was ^icaiJy 
taken by suipiise when Maruti Ini 
The Indian roads and more so when 


I business houses are manufacturing 
I spares for us. They have accepted the 
fact that Maruii has come to the 
Indian market to stay for good." He 
hopes Maruti’s modern assembly line 
j will be soon supplied with modem 
{ components as weJI. The target be* 
I fore Maruti is to achieve a 100 per 
cent indigenisatiun by 19891990. 
I three years before the licence agree* 
' ment of Maruti with its Japanese 
collaborator Suzuki expires on 2 
October, 1992. 

Maruti Udyog has paid the price 
I foi the vehicles* popularity and de* 
! mand. The vehicles are being sold at 
a premium between Rs 6C,000 to Rs 
c 1.00,000 in the open market. After 
cnmplainrs of largescale black* 
markateering m Maruti vehicles 
were received hy Prime Minister 
Rajiv fiandhi and finance minister, 
V.P. Singh, the government ordered 
I a pi ol>e into the sale and purchase of 
Mdi uti vehicles. According to Maruti 
uiricieis. MDce no ban had been im* 
' posed by the government on resale, 
the company has no control over a 
vehicle changing hands. 

Maruii Udyog is tabulating figures 
from Its 16 distribution centres of 
huw many cars and vans have been 
resold at a profit. According to one 
official, the figures reveal that not 
more than IS 20 per cent of the 
vehicles changed ownership. He also 
complained that not only were in* 
flaicd reports of lacKeKale black 
niaikcimg being circulated, Maruti 
was in giave difficulty because of a 
Supreme Court order against the 
company. On account of the stay 
order granted by Justice V.D. Tulsa* 
puikar and Justice A.P. Sen. they are 
f nriable lf» a Urn any vehicle under 
I (heir disci eiionary <juuta of five per 
I cent. The case will come up for 
I healing next month and only than 
I will 11 be known whether the 165 cars 
I olluiced by Maruii in the quota have 
< legal sanction or not. 

In 1983, when bookings for the can 
commenced, a total of 1.35,000 peo¬ 
ple had wniten to the company 
According to Bhargava, Ihe name of 
each applicant was fed into a compu* 
ter and each of them now has an 
allotment slip and an apptuxireate 
date when his Maruti wuuld be allot* 
led to him. All bookings will be 
complete by 1987 when the company 
wilj commence fresh bookings. In the 
next few years, Maruti is expected to 
further accelerate its production 
capability and will contributa signifi* 
cantly to the projected demand of 
1,00,000 passenger cars' every year. 
Of this Maruti alune will produce 
$0,000 vehicles. 

Mv Mn. Maw MM 



thvy exceeded their pioducuoa 
taigeiv in (he first year ot pruduc* 
(ion. The various companies which 
had begun maoulacturing aiiciUaries 
for Maiuti were under severe test as 
Maruti demanded spare pans uf in* 
.’ernatioiial standards and was dficr- 
mined to control the qualily of its 
components. Because of vicingexii 
quality control, several consign* 
merits given to Maruti by Indian 
vendors were rejected. So keen has 
Maruti been on quality control that 
some defective spare parts imported 
from Japan have been rejected. 

“Now." says Bbargava, "the ancil* 
lary industry has begun to take 
Maruti seriously and severe! big 


$2 
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Car manu/acturers introduce new models 


AUTOMOB HE INDUSTRY 

Surging Ahead 


U ntil last year, it did leam that the 
much heralded automobile re¬ 
volution in India would be restricted 
CO just the Maruti. The new Contessa 
irom Hindustan Motors was not a bie 
success and the Dolphin has noc risen 
above its modest beginnings. The 
promises made by all other manufac- 
(urers too, had seemed to be res¬ 
tricted to just newspaper reports 
However, the engineering fair orga 
nlsed hy the .Association of Indian 
Engineering Induiii ies tAIEI) in De¬ 
lhi in February and the entrv of three 
competitors io the Indian motor mar 
ket have finally cost aside such 
doubts 

The Standard Mmors' “prestigr 
piojei’t." in colJaboraiion with Au¬ 
stin Kover. VK -rhi- Siandaid 2U(X)— 
undoubtedly stole the show at what 
iui'iK*d nut to l>e more of an uutn 
mobile fiijr fut the comtnop man The 
“executive sedan" as the ekhibitorv 
culled their Inicst vehicle hax nomt- 
features toinlly new tu ihv Indian 
drivers like ckvironicnllv o^H'i.iuhI 
windows, power steering, ceniiul 
door kK'king svsiem. iwin SH cur 
buretiors, a coilapsihle column, troni 
cnijpei disc brakes and rear sell 
udjuvimg drum brakes. 

The Standiird 2(Xin is noi .1 people's 
cur and is p''iced H an exorhliunt Ks 
I.'S.IMIO. the highest priced Indian 
passenger cur. The firm hos finalised 
Its tie-up w ith Ni.ssaii but laces pi oh 
lems from the guvei nment which is 
vet to give the green sigiuii Thc- 
companv officials, however, would 


not elaborate on the '’hiicfa'* being 
posed by the authorities but if all 
goes well, the manufacturers will 
iniruduce the model in another three 
years. 

Another partKij^nt in the auto¬ 
mobile revolution is the Fiat 11$. It 
has a lifm cc engine, a body similar 
to the lYemief Hadrelni and will be 
priced at Rs 100.000. Unlike the 
Standard 2000. which will have an air 
conditioner, stereo and other lux¬ 
uries. the Premier automobile will 
be luxuriuuslv fated out if the cus¬ 
tomer demand.s a. The Fiat lid, 
originally slated for a Dmali release 
will hit Indian roads sumeiiree this 
war. 

Al»<» on display were a number uf 
tvro wheelers to be introduced to (he 
market this vear. Among the mam 
at tractions were the Ind-Sutuki AX 
IIW and the Kcn» Honda ( D lOO. The 
Kujdooi Yamaha .tM lotroduced by 
bscorls lasi veai also caught the eye. 
Bur in keeping with rhe economy 
drive* against high fuel corcsumption. 
the company has no intentions nf anv 
productHMi on a mas.s scale Prodcu- 
iHin in the Inst year will be unly 
2 .Ul)U after which ii would gradually 
be raised up to a maximum of 10,000. 
.Alihuugh itj It tally. Standard Motors 
had plans of producing only 3.000 
caiv annually, with theiecent "bruaJ 
hand’' licensing system inircMJuced 
bv the gnveinmvnt. the ciunpanv has 
now begun thinking in terms <il 
dcnibling tbi- Standard 200 (wuduc 


tion as against their light commercial 
vehicle. For the moment, the com¬ 
pany will continue to import the 
body paoels from (heir overseas col- 
labwators, mainly because import¬ 
ing dyes for the body at such a low 
level of production would impose 
prohibitive costs. 

Inierestingly. the Standard 2000 to 
be introduced in July 1S8S. will be 
manuFactured from mostly indlge 
nously produced components. The 
entire "power train" in the enginoi 
(he tyres, battery, and axle compo¬ 
nents would have already been in- 
digenised 

The Standard 2000 has been spe¬ 
cially adjusted for Indian roads and 
driving conditions. The engine tor¬ 
que, for instance, has been adjusted 
to allow moving into the fourth gear 
at lower speeds and downgraded tu 
be compatible with the B7 (ictane 
fuel grade available here as against 
the 97 octane used by the Austin 
Rover 2000. The luaximum speed, 
however, hes been reieined at 
km/hour Premier Automobiles pre¬ 
sented at the feir. the new hybrid 
Fiat ltd which brings together the 
Fiat 124 body from Maly with the 
Nissan IJI engine from japan. The 
Nissnn Sunny B 11 was also exhibiied 
01 the fair. An interesting exhibit was 
the Baiaj M 80, the "step through" 
rnntorcyclc. which, for the conveni¬ 
ence of ladies, does noi have a fuel 
tank in fmnt of the sc*3t. 

both Ashok Leyland and Escorts 
had choir commercial vehicles un 
display while the Couiurymon,a new 
21-seeter van introduced by Stan¬ 
dard Motors made it.s appearance 
here. According to the company’s 
general manager (corporate plan¬ 
ning) Mr R Ravmdran. the company 
has chosen the name Cou/irrvnian to 
prove to the innumerable firms going 
in for foreign collaborations for light 
commercial volt ides, that the loun- 
irv ha5 the L-xperiisc to make ihe 
vehicles wiihuut foreign help. 

The ’'motor rally* Magged off by 
(he entrv of the Marut I and Comessa 
has obviously begun. It is expected 
thai the race will witness its fair 
share nf dropouts The extravaganza 
began with (he Jibeialisation of auto¬ 
mobile licensing together with the 
Uaruti proiect The field was made 
more am active with the "broad 
band" Iiceming which allows the 
manufacturers to go into the produc¬ 
tion of "anv our-wheeled vehicle" or 
"any two-wheeled vehicle" depend¬ 
ing upon the market demand. The 
stakes are of course high with invest¬ 
ment running into hundreds of 
crures. What now remains 10 be seen 
is the response by the people. 
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TAMIL NADU 


MGR’s Man on the Beat 


MGH re*jisfatL's poijct* chie/ K. Mohandas 

T h» re];i(icMivhip becwecn CM M. 

0 KumjchaiiJr«in tind K Mohan' 
das, the inl«lliKeri<.v duel of Tamil 
Nadu, has Itoeri <1 fascindhnK aspect 
of MCR\ cluvl miiuslership Today. 

MohanUus, is ficrh.ips the scfiund 
most pciwerlikl pciMiii ih (he state, 
after M(!K himsell He isnot onlv (he 
director general of p<tiiie in charge 
of crime nnd ouclligetue hut he has a 
close rehuioiiship with M(iK that 
enables lum to wield such clout 
MGK who disiriisis almost everyone 
includmK cohiuet colleagues and 
senior pnirymcn ha> implicit faith in 
this police officer 
Mohandas's proximilv l<> M(*K is 
(he source of his controversial image 
The f>MK press has anacked him 
mnre lieMuenily than tliev have 
suucked MCK himsvil. Very often, 
the I>MK affjJiated newspapers like 
Thii’nli iind Mitrasoh carry reports of 
hit coirupiion and inefficiency. He 
has been accused uf being MGR's 
hatchetman, of being MCR's from 



MvhaMfas 


man in shady deals, of keeping 
MCK's slush funds, of making furr- 
ign Kips ai MCR's expense and even 
<Pl using (he police force (o browbeai 
the opposition parties. Bui. nothing. 


HVOROFOIL BOATS 

Swift and Safe 


A new era in shipbuilding will 
begin ia India with the manu* 
lacture uf superfast hydrofoil boats 
with the help of Swiss technology. 
These superfoils will carry 90 pas¬ 
sengers in a fully aircondiiiuned 
interior and will cost as little as Rs 
2 Jakh each. The boats are going tn 
be built by a recently floated Tamil 
Nadu company*-Venkarupathy En 
gineering Private Limited and ihc 
project being constructed on rhe 
KaduJar coast on the Bay of Bengal 
is being promoted by the Supremer 
Company SwicrerUnd. Total costs 
of the project will be Rs 2 crores. 
*‘The boats are known for speedy. 
' comfortable and safe transporta* 
tion with a fuel efficiency of as 
much as half of the conventional 
j boats. They will have a longer 
I range (of 200 nautical miles) than 
ordinary bonis.” s^ys R. Srinivasan, 
one of 'he top executives connected 
with (he project The Indian com¬ 
pany proposes to build four types of 
passenger vessels of varying capaci* 
lies ranging from 100 to 400 sealer 
hovercrafis The bigger hovercrafts 
will coat about eight lakhs each. 
The boats, which will have a cruis¬ 


ing speed of ii knots will be useful 
for Mif-shore work by the Od and 
NaturaJ Cas Commission or as pat¬ 
rol boats used by the Coast Guard. 

**When (he boat attains a speci¬ 
fied speed, (be hulls rise above the 
water, and tbe boat travels with 
just the foils in the water enabling 
travel at a very high $*ieed. about 
three times (hat of a conventional 
boat. Because of the foils, (he boats 
are very stable and the pitch and 
roll axperianced by passenger is 
negligible making travel by sea a I 
pleasant exercise," said Mr Sriniva- 
san. Even tn a turbulent sea, the 
boats keep (heir balance. 

The company is also planning to 
charter the vessels at the rate of Rs 
five lakhs per month which in- J 
eludes (he charges for the crew, j 
insurance and maintainence. Civil 
constxucuon for Uw project is Sche¬ 
duled TO Start soon and mainte* 
nance has already acquired tbe 
necessary finances. **With (he 
rapidly devolving demand tor pas¬ 
senger crave) by sea. we expect (O 
do good business," said Mr Srini* 
vasen. 


has ever been proved. Ironically, the 
cridcism has brought him closer tu 
MGR. MGR, highly sensitive to the 
DMK allegation that he was en¬ 
couraging a “Kerala Nadu" in the 
scale, even bypassed a senior 
Malay all IAS officer, Mr Pannikkar 
for the post of chief secretary but han 
s(uuk (u Muhandas, alsn a Malayali 
Mohandas remains unpopular with 
the bureaucrats in the state who 
accuse him of having convened 
Tamil Nadu intn a "pulise state." A ' 
senior hiireaucrut has culled him ” >i | 
pnlnemaii who blindly bdi'^ves the i 
inthi (o Ik- (he panacea for all piuh 
lems.” Mt-inbers uf ih<- Tamil Nadu 
j ludicierv also distrust him ever smi'v 
II leaked nut that he kept ull >ti them 
under polKo NUiseiDaiiie 
He has also iioi found luvoui with 
senior AlADMK pariymeii who. dc 
spite then >eniorirv. firsiiy lack ihi- 
accessibility or >v\ -esy relationship 
with MGR. Secondly. Mohandos has 
pui them all under surveilidiicu und 
has been reporiing to MGK about , 
their activities, enabling the CM tu 
maintain a stranglehold on the pjrty 
Even Jayalalitha, at the heighi uf her 
relationship with MCK, could not 
de.spite several attempcN, drive a 
wedge between MGR and MoliandaN 
Jiyalahtha had turned against 
I Mohandas when she leann ihdi hv 
kept h«j under surveiilaiii.u and had 
demanded that he be put down. But 

I MGR quickly uveiruled her 

MohandasS reaction t» the allege | 
I (ions has been one uf irdiffereuce i 
. He does not bother to react and Has j 
I never denied anything or clarified or ^ 
justified his actions Instead, hv con¬ 
tinues tv maintain a low profile. 

In January 198't, while MGK was 
convalescing in New Y'»rk. Mohandas 
was suddenly transferred to a re¬ 
latively unimportant post as commis¬ 
sioner and secretary in charge uf 
«dministratio:i (training). It had con¬ 
firmed (hat the coterie icoinprising 
; mainly of Neduncherhiaa and 
Veerappan) was taking decisiuns 
without MGR's knowledge. BtixpAY 
learns that rhe decision for the trans¬ 
fer was made by chief secretary K 
Chockalingam and Nedunchezhian. 
They felt Mohandas was dangerous 
because he knew luo much. Of 
cour.se, the «<KeTie acted in this man¬ 
ner only because they did not know 
the extent of MCR’s recovery. ChOck 

alingam and Nedunchezhian had re¬ 
turned from New York with the firm 
conviction that MGR had in effect 
become a ‘nodding chief mlnwler." 
But MGR literally bounced back to 
life. The dey MGR returned, Mohan¬ 
das met him and appriied him of all 
the developments. MUR was sltocked. 
a- leem of the transfer end after 
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Sensible cooking ol 
ta!«tv food 

Pressure rookiiig saves bme and (u^. h 
retains t)('ner nulrtive values in cerlatn 
foods, parbcularfy prtMcms and vnarrurts 
Hawkins have delscKW rropes in 
iheir cookbook availabk in English and a 
choice of 12 Indian languages giv«n with 
evciy cooker 

Hawkins cooks fastest because of its 
moi e economical ccmslTucbon and the 
greater space for steam cirrulabon Tnals 
prove (hat Hawkins saves about Rs 300 
every year 

Hawkins for your greatest 
safety 

Hawkiris i< arcider^t-pmol Ik hd ht« 
inside the body it can be opened only 
after the pressure iaUs Its safely valve is 
under handle bar which deflects 

steam salely downwards 
Every Hawkins undergoes the stnctesi 
quality control and has a S vear wnoen 
guarantee 144 AuthonsedServKt 
Centei give free expert service and cany 
''^gamine spare parts 


Ihe mnsi durable produef-in 
modeU 

As (he Hast4uns gaskel is not rubbed 
sideways each lime d>e bd is opened or 
closed. It lasts longer The metal safety 
v^ve has a longer Ide than ordinaiy 
rubber ortes Hi^*quality pbi^ 
pievents rustmg 

Choose from HavAms' widest range of 
pressure cookers in die wertd- 
38 rrxxiels in axes from 2 to 22 htres ' 
Available with or wittMut sepantors. 
standard or heavy base. In 
thermal < efficient aiurranKan or 
stav'bright sbinless steel, or tauque 
Salilon'shhich combines the adswitagcs 
of both. 

Tree booklet to betp 
you choos« 

To get the address of your nearest 
Kas^nsdealerand a free C(A>ur booklet 
^ng details of frie 36 exerting, kH«iy 
Hav^ru modek. vmie to: Haw4uns. 
Oepamnere 112, P.O. Bex 6481. 
Bombay 400 016 



Hawkins'’ 

The finest Preesure Cpoker 
lor your finest cooldog 
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being sworn in for the third term, that ihe Ts' 
immediately reinstated him. which he he 
Mohandas joined the IPS in 19Sfi the countr\ 
and began his career as ASP of solved is vt 
Tiruchy. He was then posted as the has proved i 
commandant of the Malabar Special at mvestigs 
Police in Assam. In 1970, he was gathering Vi 
drafted into the CBI at Delhi. In the sensaiio 
1976, he was reverted tv his home Sri Lanka, 
state, as DIG CID. In fact it is be tracing stol 
lieved that he was involved in the Tamil bundi 
toppling of the Karunanidhi govern- states, the ; 
ment. When MGR assumed power for carved a ni 
the first time in 1977, Mohandas was MGK dev 
the DIG in charge of crime and in him iliai 
intelligence Whatever the allega des cuncinui 
tions against Mohandas, it is clear ment right 


BRITAIN 

Hauled Over the Coals 

Miners' strike ends in failure 


that ihe Tamil Nadu crime branch 
which he heads is one of the best in 
(he country The rate of crimes 
solved IS wry hi^i ^nd Mohanda* 
has proved ihat he is extivmely gtivd 
at investigation and imelligence 
gathering Whether il be m resolving 
the sensational Allen kidnap case of 
Sri Lanka, ibe Madras bomb blast, 
tracing stolen idols or retrieving 
Tamil bunded labourers from ocher 
States, the state’s crime branch has 
carved a niche tor iiself. 

MGK developed such confidence 
in him lliai he ensured that Mohan 
das cuncinued to handle this depart 
ment right thtjugh his chief minis- 











A miner being M away by llK pulke 

dd^Phe longest strike in history:" 

I this is how Arthur ScargiU, 
president of Britain's National L'nion 
of Mine workers, described the coal 
Strike which ended on 5 March 
almost a year after it started on 6 
March. 1984. Mr. Scargill has 
obviously not heard of Bombay's tex¬ 
tile strike, which alsu can for almost 
a year. However. Britain's coal strike 
was certainly the longest in this 

country’s indufitrial history which 
hfS been none tuo peaceful in recent 
years. It evoked memories of other 
previous memorable events such as 
the general strike of 1926 (which 
lasted for a week), the Tolpoodle 
Martyrsm, 1634, etc, 

However, the latest miners* strike 
hat left scars on the industrial and 
social ethos of Britain which will 


endure for a long time. People in 
Britain still talk of (he general virike 
with horror and fear and the miners' 
itrike will continue lo evoke these 
sentimeiils for a long time to come 
for two reasonthe total involve¬ 
ment of the miner.c in it and their 
toidl defeat. 

What IS mote, even though the 
strike has officially ended, there is 
plenty of trouble m siure. For one 
thing, even il the speaal NUM dele¬ 
gate conference held on 3 March 
voted by a narrriw majority to end 
(he strike, the miners in Scotland 
and Kent have decided to coniinue 
their own strike in defiance of the 
NUM vote, and Mr. Scargill has pub¬ 
licly declared (hai although (he 
strike has ended, the "gueriUa** fight 
against the Tory govenunent will 


tership and got him promoted quick¬ 
ly. He was made the additi.'iMtii 10, 
then IG and then D(*P. All the while 
became nearer to MGR. Wlivn asked 
why he was MGR% favourite, Mohan 
da& told SuNUAV "I think ii\ because 
1 have always bven objective in my 
assessmeni Veiy often 1 know for a 
fact that the CM will disagree with 
whai I have lo say bui that does nut 
deter me from expressing fruiikly 
what 1 feel Over ihv years ihe CM 
has developed confidence in me, par 
iicularly because all ilie others 
around him, »ui of fear and uwe. say 
yes lu whatever he says." 

AiUta Prelap, Madrae 


coniinue. Su Briiain may be in for a 
long p^rind of coniinued bickering 
and infighting between the NUM and 
(he novernnierii on one hand, and ihe 
NUM and (he Trade Uni on C'ongre.s,s 
and (he Luhour Party leadership on 
(he other. 

This may well benefit ihc Con¬ 
servatives, who could win ihe gener¬ 
al election of 19H6 as handsiimely ax 
they won ihe general election of 
I98J, Ml tired was the public of rho 
industrial strifes in ]9?4 (when the 
Heatb governtneni wa^ defeated by a 
miners’ sirikel and in 1979 when 
James Callaghan lost to Margaret 
Thaichet. One thing is quite clear. 
Although Mr. Scargill and tiis NUM 
colleagues declared from ihu begin¬ 
ning (hat (he strike was in defence of 
the miners' jobs against the declared 
intention of the National Coal board 
to close "uneconomic" mines, as Mr. 
Scargill himself declared ar the NUM 
annual conference in September 
1984. (he basic issue behind the 
minvrs’ strike whs "Who iv to have 
ultimate control over our industry 
and our way of life—the Tones or we, 
the workers?" 

The Tory goveriunoni, of course, 
was fully Bware nf this and that i:i 
why. It adopted a firm and consistent 
policy of "no surrender" and mubil- 
ised its entire resources to maul the 
Scargill challenge. Its gamble paid 
off to The regret of Mr. Scargill and 
the miners. \^'hat has now been re¬ 
vealed IS that the Conservative Party 
decided to learn from the miners' 
strike in 1974 after which the Heath 
government prepared jh elaborate 
plan to beat h similar strike, if it 
were ro happen again. It did, and the 
Thatcher goveii ment last year ap¬ 
plied the measures recommended in 
that secret plan masterfully and 
effectively by building up huge buf¬ 
fer stocks of coal through imports 
from European countries. Ironically, 
the bulk of the coal inports came 
from a communist country, Poland. 


sina«v wwt TM» 
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strensch of « nation wide secret bal* 
h>i among the miners, ScargUi having 
refused to have one), they couU not 
condone illegal acts <irwolviiig ccvi' 
lerapt of court) or downright acts of 
violence (which in face resulted in 
the rmitder of one innocent taxi 
driver), nor would they ever support 
demands of "amnesty” for sacked 
miners proved guilty of violence. 

This stand, taken by Norman Wil¬ 
lis, general secretary ii the TUC end 
by Neil Kinnock, his angered the 
extremist sections within the SUM 
and also within the Labour Party and 
there is already talk of challenging 
the leadership of Mr. Kinnock at the 
annual conference of the Ijibour Par¬ 
ty in October. Thus, the failure of the 
miners' strike will coniinue to have 
its delayed effects on relations with¬ 
in the trade union movemem and the ' 
labour Party for the rest of the year. 

Whai have been the physical 
effects of the miners' strike which 
lasted exactly a y ^r? Their serioui' > 
ness can be gauged from the follow¬ 
ing figures: criminal offences or 
cases involving criminal breach uf 
peace 4,296: obstructing police— 
1,692 Obstructing highway—SID. < 
criminal damage— 1 , 01 S, arsnn^lS. ' 
assaultson police—31$. actual bodily ' 
harm—424, grievous bodily harm— 1 
39, theft-349. murders—3. resisting 
arresi—19, hail breach-32, drunk- | 
enness—62, unlawful assembly—509, 
rioting-137. and handling stolen 
goods— 1 . 

And what aboui ih« effects of the 
strike on the governmem in actual I 
monetary terms? These have been 
estimated by stock brokers as follows 
(March 1934 to February 1985)— 
electricity industry—1,199 million 
pounds sterling, coal industry—1.091 
million pounds, lost income-tax—290 
million pounds, police costs—19b 
million |H>un<K,griiish sieel-198 mil¬ 
lion pounds, social security depart 
ment. 49 million pounds, total 3,03$ i 
million pounds lliese are unofficial 
estimates, and the government and 
the NUM have their own estimates 
which differ widely. 

Whatever the costs may be, it is 
beyond doubt that British industry 
and British economy will take a long 
time to recover from these huge 
losses, not to mention cho bss of 
foreign markets which is even more 
serious foi a trading country like 
Britain. Is this the price of one man, 
wDo led the miners' airlke which 
harassed Britain for one year? 
Whether it is or not.one can hardly 
dispute the verdict of The Times no 
the famous defeat of the miners "if 
victo^ has a thousand f«thcra« da- 
feat is an Orphan.” 


for the use of trucks for coal haulage, 
(he trucks being driven by non-union 
drivers and for coaches to carry 
"scab” workers, These coaches were 
also driven by non-union members. 
These measures, of course^ resulted 
in violent clashes between striking 
miners' pickets and massive contin¬ 
gents of police deployed co ensure 
the free passage for the irucks and 
coaches. Indeed, these clashes be 
came so nasiy and violent that rela¬ 
tions between "the nice British 
police" and (he working class com¬ 
munity may never be cordial again. 
The violent behaviour of the strik¬ 
ing miners had resulted In over 7D0 
of them being dismissed and prose 
cuicd in many cases for causing bodi¬ 
ly harm and it is for the reinstate¬ 
ment of these sacked miners 


Other mca^ure^ included the conver¬ 
sion of pou^T stations from coal to 
gas, chaAg«>s In the law so as to 
empower th^ c<iurrs to seize funds las 
was done r<> NUM funds) und ru 
empower tin- depiriment of health 
and soci.ll -><'i’uriiy ro cut iinemploy 
ment benut * to striking miners, as 
was done r.-ihU-^sly ond systemati¬ 
cally su ih.-t the miners suffered 
acute finuri ;(il hardship 
All thesi. '•H-nsiifos worked and in 
spile of U‘* hcr<:u' --iTUggJe which 
they put up ’be w.)fk‘.-fs were beaten 
by sheer momK iitvessiiy. They 
had acciinuti.Mvd l.irnKimany heavy 
debts 111 rii'i' .Mill mortgages, gruc- 
ery bills, d.o*" sim gii'< .md electricity 
bills, et< Br. bdif'd all this is the 
Thatchi-i gowMiment's real 
strength - it- liiiplu -majority in the 


ArtKur Siaiyrll 


("amnesty") that (he miners in Kent 
and Scotland ere .still on strike. 
Where does the leadership of the 
Trade Union Movement and the Icad- 
ersliip of the labour Party stand 
nuw? The miners' strike was another 
manifestation of the running strug 
ide between the extremists and the 
moderates, vu that the extremist 
leaders of (be miners (Arthur Scar- 
gill or his communist deputy Michael 
Maegshey) are blaming the leaders 
of the Labour Party, especially Neil 
Kinnock for failing to give total sup¬ 
port to (he miners. 

The TUC and (he Labour Party 
leaders made it clear right from the 
beginning that, whila they supported 
the strike in principle (notwithstand¬ 
ing the strike itself as illegal because 
it had not been declai^ on the 


House of jmin ►••V. With such a 
maiorirv ..mid }■' and did almost 
anyrhiiij' n rUJsed including 
enactment j; tb< tnjsi draconian and 
uiipupular 'Id;!*. I'liu.ii Acts, 

The rpn-i:.' -.tiil<.' also failed be- 
cau.se ot aj'( rher imoon.ini reason— 
the refusal -’i iIh- rt‘si of the trade 
union muv< mem back the strike 
by sympathi ac strikes. In fact, Scar- 
urged lb- Trade Uniun Congress 
to give a <.all lt*c a general ai< ike as iii 
1926 but unions refused to 

obligu. IK :bcn appealed tu the 
Transport i;«d C.enetal Workers' Un- 
luu (u prevent cii»il dug by "scab" 
labour or ’nipoiicO f*uin abroad 
to reach p<n.c' ‘st.riums and mduii- 
rial undertjVuyv but ib;> ban uf the 
T.O.W.U pii>v\(l irudlective becauM- 
the governnwrit ni,-de arrangements 
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NEPAL 

A Policy of Drift 


anri Cirija Koirala were detained in 
different parts of the kingdom for 
holding party conventions, the first 
seep towards a sarvayrahe movement 
in rhe coming months to restore 
“democratic rights/' According to 
the Nepnli Chronicle, the arrests 
were made because the government 
wanted to '*see and measure the 
strength of the outlawed (Mepali) 
Congress and prepare a strategy to 
cnuAicr the so-called civil disobedi¬ 
ence movement." 

However, some sections uf the 
Nepah Congress leadership would 
prefer a moderate line of approach 
despite the present intransigent atti 
tude of the Chand government. They 
argue that the reforms introduced 


T ime is running out forthe token* 
dra Bahadur Chand government 
in Nepal. Its troubles include e falter¬ 
ing economy and a political situation 
which is drifting towards a crisis. 
What has however tuimed the moun- 
cein kingdom iruo e porential powder 
keg and placed PM Chand's position 
in danger is an increasingly restive 
populace dissatisfied with both the 
economic situation and political 
structure of the kingdom. Equally 
worrying have teen the repressive 
measures taken by the police forces 
in dealing with the enti*government 
demonstrations. 

Recently, a large number of peo* 
pie. including the pradhen panch 
(Mayor) of Kathmandu Municipality. 
Mr Kamal Chitrakar, a partyless Pen* 
chayat supporter, were taken into 
custody for organising a rally which 
did not pose any law and order 
problems. The riot police 
lathicharged the demonstetors who 
were protesting against the regime's 
failure to fulfil its pledges to check 
“corruption in the administration." 
According to reports, police have 
been regularly lathichsrging demon* 
strators after the Lokendra Bahadur 
Chand government came to power. 

When Mr Chand took over as 
Prime Minister replacing Surya 
Bahadur Thapa, he had pledged to 
fight corruption end eradicate pover 
ty in the kingdom which according to 
Mr Pashupati Shumsher. one of the 
leading members of the cabinet, had 
become “a way of life” in the king* 
dom. In fact, one of the Prime Minis* 
ter's charges against his predecessor, 
also a Pancheyaf loyalist like him. 
was That he had “insiiiuiionalised 
corruption.” Mr Chand had assured 
the people that things wuuld never 
be the same again and prnmiM*d a 
“clean government that worked.** 
The Prime Minister's reputation of 
being "Mr Clean'* is now a bad joke. 
Though his personal integrity is 
beyond doubt, many of his colleagues 
in the government are corrupt, mu 
has the government done much to 
arrest rhe drift in the country's 
affairs. 

Not surprisingly, the government's 
performance or rather non¬ 
performance has been severely criti¬ 
cised. Even the most committed sup¬ 
porters of the controversial Pen- 
cheyet model of government have 
cautioned the Prime Minister against 
taking things for granted. The nor¬ 
mally reticent press has been strong* 


ing the lot of the people hut for then 
own benefit,” said The Motherland. 
The opposition parties, though legal¬ 
ly banned under ihe Nepalese Con¬ 
stitution have been equally critical. 
But Prime Minister Chand's 
approach v» lar indicates that he 
would prefer to let matters run their 
own course. 

According to knuwlegeabfe 
sources Mr Chand could face a mass 
upsurge if he continues tu disregard 
(he demands of the people foi a 
meaningful economic and political 
reorientation of us policy. Some 
members of the outlawed Nepali 
Cungres.s. the largest opposition par* 
(V in the kingdom which had 
pioneered the 1950*51 armed revolu¬ 
tion in an effort to introduce demo¬ 
cracy in Nepal felt that he was there 
to serve the people and not the other 
way round. 

Recently, a large number oi Nepali 
Congress leaders including Canesh 
Man Singh, Krishna Prasad Bhattrai 


since the 19B0 National Referendum 
show that a slow democra lisa cion in 
Nepal is continuing, the credit for 
which should be g'ven to the Palace. 

The moderates suggest that instead 
uf cuflfruntariimal politics, the Nepa* 
li Congress should frame its political 
line in keeping with the late B.P. 
Ko I raid's policy of “national recon¬ 
ciliation " The King, according to the 
moderates, has an imporrant role to 
play in ihe restructuring of the poli¬ 
tical system 

In the cunfused political atmos¬ 
phere in the kingdom at present, the 

Nepali Congieas will have a difficult 
task ahead. Wi*hout weakening Its 
opposition to the Lokendra Bahadur 
government, the Nepali Congress 
will have to cooperate with the 
Palace in order in bring In an affac* 
tive and more reprasantive govern¬ 
ment in Nepal 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


The Discovery of Indi a 

Amovicans <nv ffjiivrjn/ to iltc Festival of India 


T he I’csrivui of Ind>«i I'JNS H(i. ihe 
lar^t^r tullurai pr<>i;rdmrnt‘ io 
' evor lour the I'nired Sr<<T(‘s ^>11 Ix; 
I rhe firsi iinc lo piticiii “India hy 
! Indians*’ accordinti lo hVkiivHl UKir 
I dinaior Niranjan IVsai Dc'sai whu 
al^o minister of culiui p ai ihp Indian 
I embassy in Washtn^ton. said die 
theme nf the Festival is “continuity 
. and chantte." He pointed nut chat the 
I idea is to hring India to the United 


StatvN “as Ji Is.' 


Hr «aid there is nn 
mev>HKp IS India 


&er known Indian folk forms, will 
interest the Americans. 

The American executive director 
uf the IndO'US subcommission on 
education and culture. Ted Tanen. 
who IS intimately involved in plan- 
ninit the Festival said that Americans 
will be very interested in the Indian 
science and technology exhibition. 
"Science and Tech oology; The Indi 
an Tradition** will open in Chicago. 
Illinois, at the Museum of Science 
and luilustry in June; will then move 
on to the California Museum of Sci* 


E. 


'*9Cr 




propueandv. rhe mpv>Hge is India and luilustry in June; will then move 
iiseJf." I on to the California Museum of Sci* 

Interviewed in Au« 

St in. Texas, where he 
wa.s attending a confer 
ence entitled "India 
2000; The Next IS 
VeMis," Denial snid the 
KvMivul wili "hopefully 
begin a process gf reap- 
pralsdl uf India. It may 
change percepriont ah< 
out it." "First of all," 

Dusai explained, "we 
want to tdkc Che mys¬ 
tery our of India " He 
said he no longer wums 
to convey the exclusive 
image ul being exotic, 
nr l^ing only the coun¬ 
try of Ihp Taj Mahal or 
the* land of snake char 
mers and fakirs. "India 
IS beyond that—IndM is 
much mnie than that.” 

Desaj aisc said his 
countrymen are trying 
to fight the image that 
"India is tired, poor, 
overcrowded.. 

By bringing certain 
Indian talents and 
vkill.s to America, Dei^ai \n anliqu* medaDlea to b« nhltltvd al the FcMivd at Indb 
said, "we will try to stairi. of America 

show that whitever --—---—■ 


iw 


I we do now i» rooted in old traditional 
I skills like arts and crafts " Whatever 
' rradilions we have had, have been 
' passed down from generation to gen¬ 
eration and we have adapted to new 
. dumgo, lu'w ways, and yet tare/ 
rofalnme «fmv of (he old traditions 
' and this we will demonstrate.'' 

One of the events of the Fcsiival 
that Americans mav find especially 
intriguing is tlic lecreation of a me/a. 
on the mail in Washington this sum¬ 
mer, This will be purr of the Smi»hs<M 
man Insiitutiun's FVsiival nf Folk¬ 
lore Some of rh<> (l.mce perform 
ances being plaruivd, particularly 
those incorporat»f>K some of rhe Us¬ 


ances I 
those ir 


crKe and Industry in Los Angeles. 
California; the Portland. Oregon. 
Museum of Science and Industry, the 
Pacific Centre in Seattle. Washing¬ 
ton. and the Science Museum ^ 
Richmond in Virginia. The contribu¬ 
tions India has made in the fields of 
mathematics, metallurgy, astrunomy 
and medicine will also be highlighted 
by these exhibitions. 

The Festival will inevitably have 
an impact on Indo>US cultural rela¬ 
tions and Desai claims, will help to 
create a "better undetstending about 
what India does and why India does 
it.’* He said he hopes it will lead to 
more exchanges of art, culture, scien¬ 


ce and technology, encourage more 
Americans to visit India, increase 
trade with (he United States and 
remove some of the ignorance about 
j India. "If we understand each ocher 
better, (hen we will have better rela¬ 
tions." 

On the subject of Indo-US cultural 
ties, Tanen said, the Indo-US sub¬ 
commission suggested sometime ago 
that a multi-faceted festival might be 
an idea for further exploration. The 
idea for the Festival grew after Presi- 
I dent Reagan hosted a state visit by 
' Indira Gandhi in 1982, and the two 
leaders decided to emphasise cultu¬ 
ral exchanges between their coun- 
rries. The Festival is being modelled 
after a smaller version held in Lon¬ 
don two years ago. 

About 30 political, economic, and 
cultural seminars on In- 
diu will be held 
thr -ughoui the United 
States before the Fes¬ 
tival is completad next 
year. The seminar's 
opening lecture on 
"Living in A Revolu¬ 
tion." will be presented 
by noted Indian 
sociologist Dr M. N. Sri- 
nivaa in Austin on 7 
February. Other high¬ 
lights will include "The 
Sculpture of India: 
3000 B.C.-1300 A.D." 
10 be held at the 
National Gallery of Art 
in Washington and the 
Art Institute of Chica¬ 
go: "India" at the Met¬ 
ropolitan Museum of 
Art, and "From Indian 
Earth; 4.000 years of 
Terracotta Art" at the 
Brooklyn Museum of 
New York. An exhibi¬ 
tion. "Akbar’s India: 
Mughal Art From the 
City of Virtory." which 
ki the United ^ opened at the 
Asia Society Gallery in 

-New York 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is sche¬ 
duled to visit the United States in 
June and will officially inaugurate 
the Festival. 

Tanen said, “Whai we should be 
reaching for" is more exchange, 

I more books and more prograremes 

, over the next 20 years. In particular, 
he is looking towards the exchange of 
dancers and music students in the 
future. There may also be future 
exchanges of computer technicians 
and hotel managers. He pointed out 
that '’India has as much to teach ui as 
wa have to teach them.'* 

liffeib'ii g. Wsr» Amth (Tmmi 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Doctor After 
Our Hearts 


whom Ram Kumiir iMincH 
in Paris* Thcrt* arc hii 
very sversunal lantiscapt 
abstractions of 19K4,. 
Richard Eariholomcw'K 
writings on Kum Kumar 
are placed below sc’voral 
nf rhc L«inv<isc'>, m ihem 
5«lvvs prose pootns. Rinr 

Kumar, aimuM sttuirrol 
like in hiv iimidiiv, cuuld 
easily haw stopped nui of 
(he oarJicT puinlings with 
his hii^e, suiillul oves and 
sharp f.iLO MaunimK arv 
Rum KunurS visions of 
VaranaM'^ ard no one has 
sutd ii iH'iier than him 
Kaixi Kumar js, iii Uct^ as 
^00(1 a wriier of Hihdi 
short sniries «is he is a 
pajniei. ’'Wniideriiig 
the ghais," hf wrilrs, “in a 
vast sea of humanity, [ saw 
faces like masks iMoumg 
marks of suflcrini: and 
pain, similar m liljsk win* 
dows jutting nut Irom 
dilapidatrd walls of tvorn- 
out old hausvh. places, 
temples, waishiiiit dead 
bodies lying in a line wait* 
inR for iheli turn ai Man* 
ikarnika 1 almost rdl 
the disappcariiiR brtuiid- 
arv lini' beiwecn hfu and 
death. “ Or “Vuran.isi hjs 
nosolciurs. .tl Umm foi me. 
only charred hhick and 
subdued while hold hi 
tween them ail the mean* 
irtgs and meunroglissness 
of life. .m<l doath " 


Painted Tribute 


A mote moving tribute 
iheie could not have 
been. An Heritage. Delhi, 
held a retrospective of 
Ram Kumar’s paintings: 
uver 70 tableaux in meoi' 
ory of Richard Burth 
olomew, the ari*critic 
secretary of the Lain Kala 
Akademi whose crew-cut 
figure loomed benevolent* 
ly over the world of an 
until his tragic death in 
January this year follow* 
ing a cerebral stroke. The 
exhibition spans the works 
uf Ram Kumar f60> from 
19S^ with figurative siu* 
dies in loneliness and de¬ 
privation. Some of them 
are intimations uf Hcasso 
while others have the 
heavv black outlines uf 
Fernand Leger (under 

fUm Kmaar 


T here are SO,000 per- jBKb 

sons over the world 
who owe their lives to one 
man: Dr Denton A. Cooley, 

,the world famous heart- 
surgeon from the USA who 
has performed the largest 
number of heart opera 
the Cooley 

was recently to A 

world conference on open Kfl^B 

heart surgery at Bombay. 

During his stay, he was iwrwu«it'*^T 

conferred the presii _ 

gious Dhanvantari award was ibo laiture of doctors 
for excellence in the field to implant a baboon’s 
of medicine. Cooley be- heart in Baby Fae at the 
came the second non* Loma Linda hospital in the 
Indian after Dr Christiaan Untied States 
Barnard to receive the Cooley’s visit also 
award which was const!- helped to rekindle ihtr old 
tuted in 1971 and given to connections the doctor has 
Dr Barnard in 19SI. with this country He has 

The visit of Dr Cooley perfnrmcd a number of 
was useful as eminent In* open heart surgery upera- 
dian cardiologists discus- nons on eminent Indians, 
sed with him the advances the last on Satyajit Ray, 
made in the field of heart renowned Indian filnunak 
-surgery. According to Dr er Dr Cviley also prom* 
Cooley, the greatest adv* ised cardiologists in India 
,aflce has already been that he would tram more 
made by scientists in his ]ndian> in open-heart 
country when they devised surgery At present, there 
the Jarvik*?' a machine are ten Indian cardiolog- 
which can sustain life ists who are working 
without the human heart under him and training to 
functioning. The only dis- be '‘Conleys m ihe 
appointmem in the past makinc * 


! Mission of 
Love 

«A the risk of sound 
4%jRg like a hysterical 
movie star gushing, I have 
to say...he is the best thing 
chat has happened to me," 
gushed she. 

**11 just happened. 1 met 
' a beautiful person and I 
was determined she was 
going to be mine,** 
asserted he. 

The deltnous ending of 
a Mills and Boon saga? 
This is real life and poetic 
injustice; the couple who 
tied the nuptial knot on 2 
February under the 
boughs of the giant peepul 
tree in the compound of 
Bombay's oUait temple, 
Laxainarayan, ii no other 
than the Bombay socialite 


editor with thv ascurbK. 
often unkind, pen. Shobha 
Kilachand. and shipping 
magnate, '’decisive'’ Dilip 
De of the Ranadip Group 
of Companies. The target 
of Mv Kilachand’s (editor 
of .Vrardun. Society and 
now Ceit^Dnry) poisonous 
dart.s were ^ten people 


who mouthed such diu- 
iogues. The Kilachand-De 
saga Itself is ready script 
for a romantic who dun*il: 
there was suspense aplun 
ty. The day of her wedding 
nuptials was the day for 
Ms Kilachand's divorce by 
mutual consent (mm 
Sudhir Kilachand, her pre¬ 


vious hijslund and the | 
father of lii-r two children > 
Would the luish.md turn | 
up in court? Suspense* in f 
the movies i-fun pivots 
uiMuiid whcihci I he gruom 
will make u io the court on 
rime. Meanwhile. wHitmg i 
impat ivn ( l> lor Ms | 
Kilachand acioss m^ny 
iiccaRs was Frenchmun 
Guy de Chevrilier m the 
United SutesT the raison 
</’ tftrv vf the divorce. 

Perhaps the romdniii, 
former French consul in 
Bombay had said it with 
roses. Dr however, wooed 
U Kilachand with a paint* 
ing a month: Bikas Bhat- 
ucharya, Krishan Khartna, 
etc. She might have just 
run out uf wall space and 
decided to move into De’s 
bigger residence. 
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A Game of Chicanery 


By Dr AshokMifro 

F arooQ AbdulUh was removed 
from his position as chief 
minister of jammu and Kash¬ 
mir by the state Governor, Mr 
Jagmohan. at S.30 pro on 2 July 1984. 
Till that particular hour. Farooq 
Abdullah was the constitutionally 
elected chief minister of tha start; he 
was the state's home minister too. 
Throughout the previous night, that 
is, the night cpf 1-2 July, battalions of 
tha Eordar Sacurity Force (&SF) and 
the Central Reserve Police (CR?) 
were being freshly deployed in and 
around Srinagar. In addition, two 
battalions of the Madhya Pradesh 
Special Armed Force, specially 
trained In anti-dacoity operations, 
were flown from Bhopal to Srinagar 
before daybreak. Dr Farooq Abaul* 
lah, who was the chief mioisiar and 
home minister of the state till the 
evening of 2 July, was however not 
kept informed about (his induction 
of outside forces in the state; these 
movements of the police and para* 
military elamants took place without 
his knowledge and without bis 
approval. 

this was in clear breach of consti¬ 
tutional procedures; what took place 
was unconstitutional and, therefore, 
illegal. I was a member if the team 
which the opposition parties sent to 
Srinagar on 5 July to express our 
solidarity with the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir against the outrage 
perpetrated on them by the union 
government in dismissing, through 
the Governw*. the National Confer¬ 
ence government of Dr Farooq 
Abdullah and installing instead a 
government of usurpers and defec¬ 
tors. The delegation met Mr jagme^ 
han, the Governor, in the afternoon 
of 6 July. I drew his attention icv 
wards this deployment of outside 
forces during 1*2 July without the 
approval and knowledge of the state 
chief minister, and enquired whether 
this action did not represent a grave 
departure from constitutional prac* 
ilces. The Covemor’s response was 
breathtaking in its candour. He did 
not deny that such movements of 
para-military and other forces bad 
taken place without the knowledge 
and concurrence of the state chief 


Mr 6y ParocQ Abduitah, aa loid 

to 8ati Sahni Vikaa f^iahmQ Houm, 
1966 Ri $0 


minister; nonetheless, as Governor of 
a sensitive border state, he was in the 
know of things which he could not 
discuss or divulge. Such knowledge 
impelled him to take certain deci* 
sions which might not be in conformi¬ 
ty with ''constitutional niceties." but 
he could not bother about such "nj^e* 
ties." 

This was an extraordinary state¬ 
ment on the part of a Governor who 
had been sworn in to maintain the 
dignity of the Constitution But this 
was part of all that happened in 
Jammu and Kashmir during the 
several months preceding and follow¬ 
ing the atrocious dismusal of Farooq 
Abdullah’s ministers. For whatever 
reeson, perhaps because of the 
advice reWared by her immediata 

C olitical entouraga which included 
er offspring, or perhaps because of 
sheer pique at the drubbing she 
received at the hands of the National 
Conference in the June 1983 state 
Assembly election. Indira Gandhi 
had made up her mind to get rid of 
Farooq Abdullah. The ploys adopted, 
in close succession to one another 
and sometimes simultaneously, were 
crude as well as obvious. Immediate 
ly following the installation of ihr 
National Conference government, 
the Congress! 1) raised a hue and cry 
over the State of lew and order in 
Jammu and Kashmir. This was a pl^ 
used in West Bengal foi the past 
several years by Indira Gandhi to 


discredit the Left Front government 
in West Bengal. The cheekiness of 
the accusation apart—certainly com¬ 
pared (0 such eminently Congress(l>- 
ruled stiles as Bihar. Uttar ^adesh, 
Madhya Pradesh. Raiasthan and 
Haryana or, for that matter Delhi— 
none of the nonCongressd) states 
could or can hold a candle when the 
issue of (he prevalence of lawless* 
ness is concerned. There is nothing 
surprising in the kind of pressure 
Farooq Abdullah was subjected to. 
Any political party, which tries to 
develop a hB<( in any part of tha 
country against the authoritarianism 
of the party Indira Gandhi built, 
would be at the receiving end of such 
pressure. B.K. Nehru, the incumbent 
Governor, decided to treat with con* 
tempt the plea of a breakdown of law 
and order. For the Congresswtifehi, 
the next device was to raisa tha 
bogey of Pakistani infiltration and 
the supposed anti-national sent!* 
raents harboured by Farooq Abdul* 
lah. This was again a rerun of old, 
faded stories. In the kind of situation 
Kashmir is in, and given her history 
spanning over the past 37 years, it is 
inevitable that elements would exist 
who would nurture pro-Pakistani 
dreams. Bakshi Chulam Mohammad. 
Mohammad Sadiq and Syed Mir 
Qaseem had been successively instal¬ 
led a« Congress chief ministers fol¬ 
lowing the deposition of Sheikh 
Abdullah; none of them could con* 
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nin the spreading influence of the 
eo^alied pro'Piebiicite groups; they 
were there, end depending on she 
eetson, were either dormant or stri* 
dent. Even after the re>iostallation of 
Sheikh Abdullah in 1S7S, these ele* 
menu merely went underground and 
continued to function under various 
' gerbs. Everyone, including the rulers 
in Delhi, heve been aware of this 
pervasive problem in Kashmir. This 
was, however, never an interparty 

C oHticel issue: occasionally, after 
ours, even the Congress(I) had can* 
vaised for the suppon <4 such pro* 
Pakisieni elements, as, fur instance, 
on the eva of the Assernbly ejections 
in 1983. Thera was a general assump* 
tlon chat once the state is allowed a 
reasonably stable spell of free and 
unhindered democratic expert* 
mentation, the prO'Pakistan: groups 
I would Jose their relevance. Unfortu* 
Dacaly, in the process of the odious 
game Indira Gandhi end her 
offspring decided to play following 
their electoral rebuff m 1983, these 
very elements have now received 
indirect encouragement; they have 
now become respectable, and their 
capability for mischief-crvatiou has 
incraased enormub»ly. Give the dug a 
bad name, give the dog a Pakistani 
name, seems to be the crude, naive 
slogan the Congress Party chose ex 
dusively to bank upon in Kashmir, 
and rhe slugaa itself has threatened 
to emerge as the message. 

Ot . perhaps, all this is mere facade. 

^ Perhaps the root of the problem in 
, Kashmir is more complex. India is 
their fiefdom and Kashmir is their 
home base: Indira Gandhi and her 
family had taken both statements 
axioms. Any sign or more, which 
would disturb the foundation of this 
axiomatic notion, would have a disc* 
quilibrating effect un their minds. 
Indira Gandbi hated (he guts of the 
upposltion chief ministers and the 
opposition parties. Farooq Abdullah 
committed an unpardonable sin 
when, contrary to the role played by 
his departed father, he decided tu 
join actively in the mainstream of 
national politics and started building 
bribes of understanding with the 
national opposition parties. His folly 
was to join the conclave of opposition 
parties and to follow it up by inviting 
the conclave to meet io Srinagar in 
October 1983. When Begum Abdul¬ 
lah In a final effort to repair the lom 
fabric of understooding between the 

Nehru-Gandhis and the AbduUohs. 
took Parooq for an audience with 
Madam Prime Minister in early 1984. 
Indira Gandhi remained altogether 
unmoved; her obsessive complaint to 
Begum Abdullah was that since 
Farooq had taken the wrong decision , 
CO team up with the opposition. I 


T IS-IS UtnA 1W 


he would receive no quarter fromher; 
ooMy from Kashmir, boweoever 
eminent or supposedly indispens¬ 
able. should be in a posiiion to com* 
mit iese ma/esce end yet hope for the 
queen’s pardon. 

The rest of what followed falls Into 
a pattern. If B.iC Nehru w^d not 
play (he game, get rid of him; snub 
and harass Farooq on the fUouieat of 
pretext, make it clear to Farooq that 
be might be .he state’s chief ninls- 
ter, but be would not be allowed to 
receive the nation's Prime Minister 
even when she visited Kashmir on 
official mission; build up link inci¬ 
dents into big ones: allege that 
Farcoq Abdullah is hand in glova 
with fihindranwaJe, allege that the 
incident on the crkkei ground, when 
the West Indies played in Srinagar, 
were thu joint efforts of Parooq 
AbduUal.'j men and Pakk;tanl con¬ 
spirators. 

This IS a murky ;tory, a dirty story, 
a story which puts to shame this 
nation’s democravic preunsions. Ihe 
role played by Jagmohan, the Gov* 
eriior, who was installed in place of 
B.K. Nehru, makes tIm story only 
murkier; his insinuatim that, as Gov* 
emor, he knew more things ebout 
the nefarious doings of Farooq 
Abdullah was beneath contempt the 
day it was made, and remains so (ill 
today: It belongs to the same genre as 
the kind uf ridiculous stuff DJ). 
Thakur has purveyed in his ’’White 
Paper.” Against this backgr^d. the 
present fTioia Minister's tall 
built around the peuag£ of the Coo* 
stUuKional Amendment Act prohibit* 
inf political defecticns not only 
sounds hollow, but also reeks erf 
hypocrisy. Rajiv Gandhi and his 
cohorts induced legislators to defect 
iu Kashmir baiely nine osomhs ago; 
political morality was ruthlessly 
pushed aside; (he world was told that 
whatever the Congress Party does is 
right and nothing else is ri^t. And 
the Kashmir business was sought to 
be rc-enacted. act by act and blow by 
blow, the very next month in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

lit this slim volume, Farooq Abdul* 
lah analyses the entire st^ with 
objectivity and dispassion. Here is a 
man who has matured a great deal in 
Those two years. He has chosen to 
throw his lot with Indian national* 
ism. with the raovemect to sustain 
dcKiocracy in (his nation, currently 
under all-oul attack by the iejiUMuit» 
of what was once the great Cwgress 
Party. It is a challenge whichhehas 
assumed for himjelf and, by assusi* 
ing the challenge, be has done the 
Indian national ethos proud. This 
book deserves to be reed; h would 
help readers to leperate the pniriotic 
wheat from the pretending chaff. 





MOVEMENT 


^EW DU .Hi: 1>« Chitf Executive 
Ceuneiller. J«x ParveiX Chsndre hx< 
anmnincvd thai Delhi AdminlBirarian 
haBin»ti!uied pru«s uorth K»lSOI«khi< 

for thr hvbt three laanuBcrlpiB fur a 
buok mi 'Hihlvrv ef the Kreedum 
mm * 0057 10 )M7> lor ntuderitk <if 
secondary end senior ^econderv 
•cbovU l>eitila of ihe pnscA are liiwd 
beJow 

15 T PHIU • 

Its. IJOMI tone lur Enallbh and one 
fur HiadO 

IND PKJZE- 

Pb. SOMO (Onr fur EnillNh nnd uav 
fee Hindu 

JPD PRIZE* 

Rs 2$<SM lOm fur und wi( 

fur Hladl) 

Ihc hnvv been dcclefcd S(s(v 
Awerdh by ihc Mrvance Mmuiry As 
luch (her have essumed flri'ei(<r nr«' 
sliRC Iwsidcs rendering the awsret 
money cxum[M fmm inc<ini« uu 

Tlw baalc purpose el wrtilaa tuch a 
booh tK to keep the yownaer senersdun 
of e«r people TuKy lafnrmed abovi the 
f r eed am mavefnenl. 4cniuo(a ef the 
herok' role of (reeduni riphlerb (a the 
varfMv nasb movcirirnis will fneUtf a i 
sense of love ef cauniry amuna ihe 
yoiMi cItlicAb. This will penmoic necu* 
lar Mileuk sng sirvnplhen nathioai in* 
tearsiton. vlUeh !• the very caodllloa «l 
par aarlunal larvtvat. 

ManuKcn|K& will lH*acc<pled either m 
English or Kindt and miy c<ii)iamabtiut 
40.000 wiirda Auchnrs shmild send ttirw 
copies at their inanuscnpii (vpuJ in 
double space umkf reimtered acknow 
ledcemcni due cuvrr by 31 bi Uetembvi, 
1905. to becrviary tu the Chief Execu¬ 
tive CouiKillor. Delln Adminlslrbliun 
(Md Secretarial. IVKii ijnnM 

A pane] uf ennneni write rb sod reputed 
Aistcrmns will screen the manuscripts 

Delhi Admim&troiiun will huld tne 
copynphl uf Ihe flrBt-prue winning 
manubcripis ar>d the rtphi In iranitlalo. 
print, publish and sell the Anok in any 
Indian laoKuaxe besides Lncliah and 
Hindi and tncurponlc such chaniteb ns 
It deems fit The becuod and third prize 
winners and other aui hors i nay gel their 
manutcrtpik printed by any private pub 
UbhvT 


Vor furthtr c Is n ficaUuns plesae write 
to the Chief Bxsentive Counclllur, Delhi 
Adminisirstiun. Old Seereiariat, Delhi* 
IIWM 








N ormally, patienu who 
have to undergo blood 
test^ are generally asked 
nni 10 eat eny food before 
the blood sample is en- 
tracted: food can affect 
blood readings, they are 
told. But Prof. Claus* 
Dieter Bloedner of Bam* 


M others are advised to 
abstain from alcohol; 
there is every chance that 
their children will be born 
deformed if they do not do 
so. Pm* instance, at least 
2000 bebies in West Ger* 
many ara born deformed 
everv vear. on account of 


VARIETY/Science 


New Light on Blood Tests 


Mothers, Beware of Akohd 


^— -- ■ * > tierg, coourg ana ucnien* 

feh labour medicine centres m West Germany states 
that must blood racingN. such as the enzyme count and 
ih«^ uric ucid and cholesierin level, remain largely 
cnnsiaiit after meals Tesisof over l.CKH)patients showed 
thrtt only the triglyceride, or neutral fat. account for the 
Nuhsiantiul increase ufter food intake (and by up to SO 
pel ceiii dftai alcohol cnnsumpiionj In cumbmaiioii 
with overweight, lack of eNercise and stress, a high 
triglyceride count often leads tu blood vessel complainu 
and thus needs treat maxit. The trouble with taking blood 
samples from patiertts with empty stomachs is that 
^atlrigs which may be considered normal may Utenn the 
day increase to critical levels. 


Checking Wear and Tear 


N owadavs people with 
niusticc and metal hiD 


I wpliisticc and metal hip ^ /\ 

iconf" live normal Jives; L 

they carry oui their regu 

lar chorus and even play CA 7^? 

games wilhooi ihe aid of \ 

Clutches and .sticks. Bin ^ 

before these could f>c m v 

veined, each dav passed 

was one* of agony; ihcy * **“ 

were often in great pain and unahle to walk. Artificial 

jcunit. however can wear off. after a few vears. especial* 

Iv If the patient is voung and energetic. 

The tupiuini is a hall •and* socket arrungement The 
head of the thigh bone is a knob and thj« rotates inside a 
cup on the pelvis. NorrnalN. the ball is made from a 
tudmiiin fdioy and the cup from an especialSy hard fom* 
ol pulyethslene, Even these wear out too: fine particles 
of metal rub off and get embedded m the polyethylene, 
making the inini movemeni rough and increasing the 
rate of wear. An alternative ha» now been found. It was 
recently announced that a medical team in England had 
developed a very hard form of aluminium oxide. It can 
be pnlisJied very smooth Furthermore, the surface 
oxygen atoms airract hydrogen from Fluids and form a 
molecular layer of water, thus producing a lubricant. 

Rcscurch at the United. Kingdom Atomic F.nergy 
Auchiiricy's research establishment at Harwell has 
shown that titanium alloy can be given a very hard 
surface which cdn greatly reduce wear, it is achieved by 
ion implantation, the loos being nitrogen. A special wear 
testing machine was devised to know the behaviour of 
titanium ihu.s treated on polyethylene influenced by 
lK)viii6 serum, to simulate human iMdy fluids. The wear 
was measured by using thin layer radioaciivation of the 
titanium, and radioactivity in the wear debris indicated 
how much wear had taken place The tests showed that 
the nitrided titanium alloy should last for around 30 
years without pronounced wear. 


ucomii eraoryopamy, u* 

aJeobol damage in the womb. The statistics speak,for 
themselves: two babies out of ten are born with defects; 
one in three has cardiac defects. Fifty per cent have 
abnonnities in the outward appearance uf the genitals, 
end one in ten has deformities in the urinary tract and 
bladder. Such children are noticeably small and under* 
weight at biuli. As they grow older their heeds are seen 
10 be much smaller chan even their small bodies might 
lead one to expect. 

There are several laccori involved: the high blood 
count of acetaldehyde, (he mai<i toxic by product of 
alcohol; the tine folic acid cvunt; and the b-group 
vitamin deficiency of pregnant alcoholics that causes 
anaemia. It is yet to he shown whether the embryo ii 
affected if ihe father is a chronic alcoholic. 


Where Are Columbus’ Remains? 


T he whereabouts of the 
remains of Christopher 


• remains of Christopher ^ ^ 

Columbus, the explorer. f “Oik / 

remain a mystery. There V/ O; o 

•re seven years to go be* ^ ySjT 

fore the SOOtb anniversary V "^ / 

of Columbus' landing in 
the Americas, but it still is 

10 be ascertained whether i 

the remamt are in Spam, ^ „ 
Italy. Cuba or Kha Dominicao Republic. Jonathon Eric* 
son, a professor of social ecology at the university of 
California at Irvine, hopes to solve the conundrum this 
summer using atomic aaiiiig of (•ones and teeili be* 
lieved lo be those of Columbus. 

Columbus died in 1506 in Valladolid, Spain, and was 
buried there. The body was removed a few years later, 
either to Triana, Spain or to Seville. In ISAl or 1S42. the 
remains were shipped to what is now the Dominican 
Republic, where Columbus landed ot> his first voyage. 
During excavations at the cathedral of Santo Domingo in 
179$, human bones end ashes, presumed by some to be 
those of Columbus, were found next lo the high altar. 
Early in the 19ih centuty, Spanish authorities shipped 
the remains to Havana. Prof. Encson believes someone 
else*s bones were removed from Santo Domingo to 
Havana. In 1877, be said, a small lead casket was found 
in the eatbedrai of Santo Domingo, marked with the 

imhals CCA, possibly tor ‘Christopher Columbus, 
Admiral** io Spanish 

The test will use strontium isotope characterisation. 
Strontium enters food in small but lasting amounts. Its 
isotopes vary according to where the element was at the 
time it entered the food. Ericson will go to Genoa to 
learn the composition of strontium where Columbus was 
bom end grew up. He will then test the remains in Saheo 
Domingo. If the ieotopee ere the same, he said, the 
will have been esiebliibed. 


SU«UV 1? .4» 









VARIETY 


Without Commsmt 

By the grace of Cod, I shall live 
on. and fight on. Vn better 
placed than the oppntition. 1 
shall prove that I'm the cleanest 
poliiician to take un *Mr 
Clean'—A.K Antulay in Indin 
Today 


This India 


father in law as a fine for breaking 
tribal laws. They are then declared 

! married. Most of these ragade mar¬ 
riages take place during the Bhangora 
I festival, equivalent to the Holi festiv- 
. al, when the cribaSs drink and dance 
I before selecting cheir brides and kid- 
I napping them—The Tjiaes (K, V. Ker- 
f likar, Ambikenagar) 


A bulli>ck cart will run smoothly 
if a pair of bullocks are yoked to 
it. What'll happen if the bullock 
is yoked to a camel or a donk¬ 
ey?—Rajiv Gandhi) asking the 
people to vote for (he Congres- 
s<lj, in The Hindu 

Rajiv Gandhi is a congenitj 
liar—Geosge Fernandes in The 
Sunday Observer 


KUNOAPURA: Necessity is (he 
mother of invention. Election cam¬ 
paigning has proved costly to many 
contestants. But elections du bring 
new ideas and novel methods of cam- 
l^aigning. Mr Mani Copal, a fisherman. 
1 $ contesting as a Janata Party candi¬ 
date from the Byndoor constituency, 
which, surrounded by rivers, is easily 
accessible by boat. Nof surprisingly, 
he chose to meet his voters in his 
"Matsya Vahini," the new name given 
to his boat. Mr Copal has even fitted a 
loudspeaker to his boat and covers his 
constituency by sailing in his canoe— 
Deccan Heraid (Cinsh C. Acharyi. 
Bangalore! 


NEW DELHli Two employees of the 
Shipping Corporation of India 
who opened a water tap to quench 
their thirst, found to their horror a 
creepy little water snake making its 
way to their glass. The four-inch snake, 
brownish in culoui. apparently made 
its way, from the overhead tank 
through the water pipe to (he SCI 
premises located on the first floor of 
Che Chandralok building Mr Vinod 
Krishna, a chartering executive, who 
discovered the snake by accident, said 
officials of the New Delhi Municipal 
Corporation were summoned to the 
spot. The snake i< being preserved in a 
.water bottle—Deccan Herald ID. 

Sudhundra, BMngalore) 


We did not call fur the eleciions 
bill Hegdc- like Sita wanted to 
walk on the firo so what could 
we dt^Srikanr Verma, after the 
Assembly results were 
announced 

The voters of Karnataka were 
for a Rajiv Gandhi rather than a 
Chandra Shekhar in Delhi; but 
in their own state (hey knew 
exactly who to chouse between 
Ramakrishna Hegde and 
Veerappa Molly-Editorial 
comment on Kegde’s victory in 
The Telegraph 


BANGALORE: The largest ever ballot 
paper with names on both sides has 
been devised by thr Election Commis¬ 
sion to accnnimodate the 301 candi¬ 
dates from the Belgium constituency. 
The chief electoral officer, T P Issar, 
whu showed a sample ballot paper to 
reporters here, pointed out that this 
was rhe firsi iimr ihai a ballot paper 
was being printed with names on both 
sides. The site of the ballot paper is 24 
by 30 inches with the obverse contain¬ 
ing 360 names and the reverse having 
14] names and symbols—/ndian Ex¬ 
press IP. S u ryanar ay a na M urt hy. 
Gvdivada) 


VINUKONDA; The people of Railway 
Donakonda area vr. scared by the 
experiences of a recent incident, 
where a vvcll dressed man. claiming 
himself to be a reporter of a Telugu 
daily, made away with some ^gifts' 
from 9 politician of the village The 
impostor gained the confidence of the 
politician, by saying that he had come 
to make a survey of the poLtical 
situation in the area The publicity- 
minded politician, in his over- 
enthusiesm. provided him with all the 
comforts he needed. He was given a 
tape recorder to amuse himself and 
clothes worth Rs SOO too. l^ter that 
night, the ‘reporter' found his way out 
under the cover of darkness with the 
‘gifts'—/ndian Express (C. Vi jay 
Kumar, Hyderabad) 


TIRUPATI: A candidate for the Tini- 
patj seal in ihc Andhra Pradesh 
Assembly elections has been making 
full use of the two cinema theatres he 
here in his campaign which is 


If I say I miss her (Mrs Gandhi) it 
will reflect badly on Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's leadership If I say 1 don't 
miss her, it would mean there was 
nothing I had in common with Mrs 
Gandhi. Our relationship was too 
deep for me to spell out in a few 
sentences—P. V. Narasimha Rao 
in Society 

All ad agencies are dominated 
by English-,; eaking people who 
know nothing about (he rest of 
India—S.P. Singh, resident- 
editor of The Navbharai Times, 
in The Sunday Observer 

I was always an *60$ person. I 
wai just ahead of my tlmo—Tina 
Turner, winner of three Grammy 
awardii in Newsweek 


owns 

specially directed at women voters. 
For the past week, he has been run¬ 
ning free shows for women and chil¬ 
dren. With the news spreading bke 
wildfire, large crowds throng the 
theatres every day and there is keen 
comMtitioD especially to get seats in 
the nigher classes—The Times of India 
(Mahboob Ahmad, Aligarh > 


NAVAPUR (MAHARASHTRA): A 
tribal in the Satpura ranges of north 
Maharashtra often has to “kidnap*' his 
bride and than pay a ‘'fine," before 
they,are declared married. The tribal 
kidnaps the girl of his choice and takes 
her to his house, where the bnde’s 
parents itiga a mock fight before 
nagoriiiing with the groom's parents 
regarding the amount he has to pay his 


TIRUPATI: Seven Telugu novels, wrii- 
ten by seven different writers, were 
found in the Srivari hundi ai Venk- 
ateswara templa, Tinimala hills on 2S 
February. The publishers seem to have 
offered the flrei copies of the novels to 
the Lord— Indian Espress (K. Prabha- 
kar Saju. Santlkori 
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SUPER DELUXE 
UGADI BUMPER 


TICKCT 
lU. 200/- 



22 . 3.05 



CHANDRA AGENCIES 


^lEL COMTlNENTAi ANNCXC RS6At MUILCWMj 
POMMOePEHttV N€WftLHI PH 




1ST PRIZE 



CRORE 


2ND ^IZE (10) 

✓ ♦ 



LAKHS 

EACH 


3RD PRIZE (100) 


RS 



LAKH 

EACH 


FIRST TIME IN BUMPERS 
OFFERING 64% PRIZES 


joTir 
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BEGINNING 17 MARCH 1965 BY AMRITLAL 








ARIE&dSApfll—UHiy) Th« 
w66k 4head <t e&iremely 
lucky f9f t^se m and 
inl«r>dmg lo gel rra/ried 
Your iinan&ai prospects look 
bright Proiessionais and busirteaamen wiS 
lirtO the going smooth. Pfeeaani SL/fpr4M 
are tn store lor atudenta. However, the 
dorneatic trout is likely to bother you do 
not hesiiate to shoulder reaponaibiirtiee. 
Keep a vigilant eye on your health ar>d diet 
Oeed datti: t?. 19 and 
Lucky wnberr 3. 5 and 9 
Ptveerablf dlrtdiM: South<«veei 


TAUIIUS OB Mar—14 Juea) 
The stars shine brightly on 
the financial Irani and some 
of you are likely to gam 
rnoney through an unex* 
gected sourge This *% also a favourable 
week lof courtship and maiomorxai 
alljaneab A promolion cannot be ruled oul 
lor ihoaem^arnmerti service Business* 
men should rtot hes^taie to lake nsks 
Those above as should bo careful about 
their health and diet 
6eod dales; 16 19 and 29 
Lucky numbers: 2 S and 7 
FavDurabla dtratltee: North 


GEMINI (IS Junb-14 July) 
Businessmen and proles* 
sianaJs should be wary of 
deception Socai engage* 
menis vrili keep you busy 
throughout the week but do not neglect 
your work. You are likely to fall Sick during 
ihis week consult ^ doctor at the siighiest 
indication ol ^Unties However. ihis >8 a 
lavour^ie penod to sc ivc le^ai otovems. 
This IS also a goex) w»4k lor those m love 
Good dalas: 19. 20 and 23 
Ucky numbers: I. 3 and b 
Favoaribla direction; East 


CAftCen |16 July—14 Augeal) 
This 18 a week of m ned 
fortunes Businessrnen and 
professionals will make 
steady progress Creative 
artists wilt find this period lavourabie. t1 you 
intend 10 get marr.ed, ihis is the opportune 
lime lo do so However, your financial 
prospects k>ok bleak The domestic front 
will also Pother you. Do rtot neglect 
vfHK healin 

5ood dales: ie. 20 and 22 

Lwfcy wmbara: 2. 4 and 6 ' 

Favaarabka diracUan: Wesi 1 




LEO (15 Aedatt-14 Aaplara- 
bar) Be wary of your close 
Inends and rel8t>vea some* 
one >i working to deceive 
_ you At office, you are Miefy 
to be misundersiooJ by yOur colleagues 
The oomesic fron* wii noi remain peace* 
M Professionals and businessmen are 
likely to face epposilion from meir compett* 
tors Your heelth will add 10 your womes 
this week 

Goad dates* i7. i9 and 21 
iMfcy aatabart: 3 6 and 9 
fa ue ei iWc direedeft Souih easi 


VIN60 (IS Sipiambfr— II 
Ociabar) A (omn^ wh<h you 
ware looking (or^td 10 is in 
iha ofhng You wiH be able 10 
solve mow Of your domestic 
problems ih« week Businessmen are 
kkeiy 10 bag lucrauve conuacts wh^ie a 
pro<no(«n cannot be ruled ote tor proles* 
sionals There is good rrews fot those 
unempiovad a iob « in the ottirtg Thif is 
also a lavourabie rxne tor courtstkp and 
marnage rtegoiiahoris 
Gaed was: t9 21 and 23 
lecky aernbam: s 6 ar« S 
Favssrabli dlractiea: Souih 


LI9RA |1b Ocisbsr—14 
Nevtmber) Success m af 
your vemiires a certairtty 
for most of you Students wiS 
cxHTie out W'\t> fl^ng coiOura 
m examinations Jots are n the oflmg for 
those unemployed Lawyers ar^ polticians 
Will also fmd this ohase lavourabie Th« a 
the cpporturie I'me to> bachelors to gel 
rrrarned A teitei wiR btv^ good kdings. 
Your health vHl also mprove markedly 
Geed dales. 19. 20 and 2t 
Lady nembefS* 1. 2 and 4 
Faseerabls dlrMUafi: Nonh-easi 


SCORPIO (15 Hdcmber—14 
Dtctmbcr) Fman&aily. bvs is 
noi a (yghi phase do not 
lake unnecessary nsks and 
avoid extravagance ^0*1 may 
sudder^iy taU sick meumrtg a lol ol expervt: • 
fure The week s also dAheenenng lu: 
lovers an aha'r may come to an end 
Professionals should deal wiih iheir super* 
ors rSpiomaticaliy A letter w<H brmg 

a news 

dates: I6. 22 arvj 23 
tacky eombers: 7. B ano 9 
FatnuraMs dirscUoa: West 





SAatnARIilS (IdOtcsmbar- 

14 Jibaary) Tins is a favour* 
able penod for students do 
ru)! fritter away the opportuni* 
lies that come your way 
Businessmen will ado find the lime eQualiy 
good this IS me right phase tp materislise 
eipanwon plans Professionals will gel the 
opponunity they were looking lor However 
things are not ell that bright on the home 
from, avoid unnecesaary arguments. 
OMd dlM: 17. 2t and 22 
Lady numkifK 3 4 end S 

Favosnbts dIrecHea: North 


CAPRICORN (IS JaituSfV—14 
Fsbraaryl This is noi a good 
period lor businessman 
check all documenis before 
fmaiismg deals Profession* 
ais are I'kaiy lo be cniicised by their 
employers Voi/t heauh wifi add lo your 
worries fhis week However, tn*a >n an 
exiremeiy good phase for lovers you can 
materialise marriage plans. A lener lowards 
(he end ol the week wiN bring pieessni 
Kurprse 

Oaad dsisi: 19. 19 and 20 
LuCllV numbsri: 2. S and S 
FavaursMt dhsctlae; S<^uth 






AQUARIUS (15 Fsbruiry-14 

Manhl Lovers are advised to 
avo*o unnecessary iiffs mrs* 
undarsiand>nga may issd to 
esirarvgemeni Buainesarnen 
are advised not to undertake risky van* 
lutes However, this 1$ a favourable period 
lot those employed s iransisr lo s piece of 
your kikir>g is in the olfing Studente will get 
opoohuniiies to study abroad Vou' health 
will also irnprove Outing this phase 
Geed ditsi: 18. 21 and 22 
Lucky fiambin 1. 4 and 7 
Favourtkls dhsctloe Nnnh*wesi 




m: 


nSCCS (15 bUrtli—14 April) 
w. tt9n 1 Stellar influences make this a 
bleak period for all of you. 
Businessmen are advised to 

_ put off all major deals (or 

some i'm€ On the professional froru you 
may face opposidorr from your colleagues' 
do not lose your temper ai^ deal with them 
diptomaticaiY Lovers are advised 10 post* 
pone marriage plans Take cate of your 
health and do noi overstrain yourself 
Gaad ditn: i7. ir and 19 
Lucky fHtmktn: 2. b and 9 
Faveurabts dkvcttafi: East 


Far (RMi bon » M 1 1B J Ml er 2Mi •( any meMh: 

Moat pf you are ambitious your oesira 10 excel tn bfe on eR fronia makes yog adveniurous by nature You 00 not hesitale to tike 
decisions ai crucial momenta Yog have a commending peraonakty and ftAoda and reiaiivas look upon you tor advice Moii of you 
are also gifted with robust health. Women born dunng thii penod are extrenwiy fair and thay make good houiewivai 
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Give us an idea 
for a great cause 


and win Rs. 1 lac 


in prizes 



I ndia is potenoaNy a colossus The 
citizen have great faith In the future of 
the Country, but past experiences have 
left us quite disillusioned. Many have 
bright and original Ideas to solve the 
problems but there seems no way to get 
these across. 

The new governmerrt has suddenly 
Infused great hopes, but there are yet no 
signs of great happenings. Unless quick 
decisions are taken and implement, 
much will remain a pious hope only. 

It is now the time for the conscientious, 
particularly the retired personnel, 
journalists, academicians and the experts 
to come forward and give a helping 
hand by sending us ideas/suggestions 
which can take the Country forward. We 
shall have these examined by a panel of 
experts and If found suitable, you would 
not only win a prize but have the 
satisfaction of its reaching the right 
quarters. A total amount of Rs one lac Is 
offered in prizes with Individuai prizes of 
upto Rs. 5000A depending upon the value 
of the idea/suggestion. 

The ideas/suggestions may cover all 
ma^or activities of the government Nke 
industry, commerce, agriculture, housing. 


rail and road transport, education, 
telephone, postal, tourism, banklr^g, 
inccme*tax. saies'tax. law. Iabourifamily 
planning, rural and urban unemployment, 
eradication of corruption, discipline and 
ethics, youth welfare, public sector 
undertakings. UPSC DDA, MOD. DTC 
Army, Navy Airforce. BSF. Police ar>d 
others. 

The ideas/suggestions will be selected 
mainly on the basis of their originality and 
innovativeness. These must be practical 
and capable of being Implemented within 
a period of 3-6 months. These will be 
suitably edited, compiled and forwarded 
to the government. 

The write-up may contain more lhan one 
Idea/suggestion but must pertain to one 
•ub|ect only clearly specifying the 
problem and its precise solution. It should 
be as brief as possible and of not more 
than 400 words. Two copies, typed in 
double space along with your name and 
address are to be sent, so as to reach 
within 10 days of the issue of this 
advertisement, at the following address 

Ideas for a Cause 

P.O. Box 7110 

New OelhMID 002 


SPONSORS 

lOURISr 

Jawahartal Nehru Marg 
New Oeihl-110 002 


/•c 


VARIETY 


Cniiss 


T>i« rtiii* of lo powm. howevw 
**004, 1104^. eiuont 01 do*4Md, « tho 
oPtlfiy 10 «l •('d motAto^n mtiorioi 

•QUtlllV 

Nowhor* wKl tho pHne<)le be «IHwtBi«d 
morv 0*04uoritlf ihon in tho loHoMin^ 
glfno. Whiio a porfaeiiv wonhJaat 
(town «> 1^0 aponinp bui um« Mt rolum m 
• apringpoord 10 aciivaio ft’* own ptocM, 
Anally proving rha valua of v«hai onca was 
Ala waaKlIng py queaning ii 
WMa Knaak Black ^achn* CruntaU 
Oafanca. 


FlKfwitk IBIachl 


AcncwaK] iSc t>i«val <»l P 07 anti blnckiiig 
ovi Nw lir)K|hl s cbcspr 


1 kk-RB) 2 P^MP<>RN3 

9 P-04 4 PiP kftP 

4 P*ft4 NiN 4 Pk«I %-H2 

7 B-QM P-QB4 4 N-42 0-0 

4 0-0 N-B) 10 B-K3 P-N3 

n PaP 

WWtrinfl ihta pawn y> tha Grt^id «$ 

r inafaky an utiaf waata of tima 
I . . . 0-42 13 4-04 ft-M 

19 N-N4 0>N1 14 4-43 P-Q43 

14 N-H3 P-(M4 14 PMil 4-42 

17 0-42 N-43 II KH-01Q-M 

Tha i<ma la now Hpa 1e< WhKa’i tromp eafd 
14 M-B4I QxBP 20 QjiQ 4iC 
21 N-M4 

With malarial aqwalHv ra*aaiabiiahad but 
Whlia la now holdino iha inniaiiva. 

21 . QfUQt 22 N-04 4-K4 

24 P-Q44 P-K9 34 PaP PaP 

OlAOPAlit 


t m m 
in mmi 

kmm m 


m m m m 

m mm&\ 

■sgBii m 

Kr«ak {WHita) te mov« 


24 iaPtr PaM 24 PxP N-K2 

27 P-04 t«-04 24 4-N4 

PorangBiaftk'ahand, aa29 P 43 40 0* 
•044 would ba moai unpfaaaanr 
24 .. . aa-«4 24 4aP Pa4 

40 B-«1l NsA 41 M 4-01 

Tha oMy oafanca to t«ia ihraai oi P* Q 7 and 
4-Rl namth 42 P 07 4sP 34 P 04 4 
N1' 44 OsO N OB 
42 IUR4I 


33 R-03 P-N1 


32 0-R3 33 R-03 P-N1 

0< 33 B 44 i4 P lb< BiR 34 P 0 7 9 
K01 3C Bill 


34 P-Q7 SiP 
34 P>ft3 n-NI< 
34 K-R3 K-S1 
40 P-44 R-04 

VVin4l K K? 


UP 3S BiB fV-B4 

UNI< 37 K-B2 n-BI 

(-S1 39 K-02 N*P7 

4-04 41 A-N3 h-N&7 

K K? BMcic hiav i>HI iiQiM 


42 AiM laytgns 
Pokitionpl wipoouT 

WliiTl* Bnlvavyky BiKk 
Otmno 'i CamtHi Dnriinrd 


Onurgadfa 


1 P-04 P-04 

3 M-QB34>K2 

4 0-N4 0-0 I 

7 0.H4 P.0N3 I 

9 BaM 4tB 1i 

11 00 Q-K2 V 

19 On.QlP.B3 1 
14 4-41 at-BI 1i 

17 NaP N-K4 H 

19 M-K4 0R>O1 2i 

21 QPsB N-04 2: 

23 N OB HkN 2> 

24 P-B4 Q-B4 2i 

27 4-N4 I-B3 2i 

29 RIH4UN Poaigna 


2 P-Q04P-K4 
4 N-B3 N-KB3 
I p.O P-KR3 
4 B-K2 t-N2 
10 PaP PaP 
12 0-N3 ft-Q1 
14 KR-K1 N-Q2 
14 P-K4 PiP 
14 4-44 R-K1 
20 P-B4 4a N 

23 0-N4 R-R41 

24 PjR QtP 
24 0-B2 R-Q1 
24 R.K4 4-K7 


Midi At I SIT. AN 


Briogh 


Aualtalian brdtfing Ilka tha eenofwni la 
ahvava upaida down wiih iha raauit that 
8«.itn aemahow bacama iha daclamt in Sit 
Haaria art th<a dMi from an Iniarnationai 
Mai 


* 4 

J A Q 1044 
A 444 

A A 


43 M 


4A04 7 43 
V K 4 3 2 
• 1042 


Caai had ahown long cfwM In tha eouraa 
of tha blddina. Dummy a quaan of duba 
waa* eovarad by rha aea. Haw would you 
aai about iht pia*’ 

Tha Auairaban magaona Wlowa ma 
tailrnablt praetka of praaartinu In advance 
Iha problama that ariM near pagta 


Lookrng at tn s ant m ottunaa to m* ihai 
ii mighi ba a aood idaa ia lai tha aea af 
dubs ham. inearOuig a dtamend and 
rttaMfig anldat la iha Sautn hand Aaad 
mg on. i found that Patar GP. wno won tlw 
Inal m paitnw an io W(iA Rm Khngtr. manr 
IH«a unutuai plav Tha Mi nand waa 




■f 



Otakr SouM Lava a 

A I 

V A 0 1044 
4 4 4 4 4 
4« 04 

* J 101 4? N 4 

9 4: uj E V 

ass * a 

*4443 0 4 

4401749 
9 K 3 3 ? 
a ^04 7 


4 K 

9 J ’ 
a R 0 j 7 

4A;I0472 


Hav<*t9 WQI1 Iha Imsi trick wrth tha aca of 
cljbt. East tarunitd tha king of dlamands, 
won by dummy a aea Whan tha kir>g of 
apadot appearad on tha first round, tha 
daciaie* rutlad » spade with il*a nwaan of 
hearts. Man draw t urngk with aea and 
king Anolhti spade was ruPad. tha 
dkmond tosa* waa thrown on rha Ring of 
ctubs. nnd with two trumps Still laFi in tiand 
Iho dticlarer was abis tu asiablish the 
Roade wmnats 

rriRENCE REESE 


Ou*z 


QUeSTIQNS 

1 . Which country was fornidd by tho 
rrwrgar of th« statps of Sarbia, 
Siovgnia, Monianagro, Boanii* 
HortagovInB gnd CroBhg? 

2 . How is Kvoi Woltyla banar Known 

as'^ 

3. Oiygan is tha commontst elaniant 
found m ma aarm i crust Which ib 
ma sacond oommooaai aiamant? 

4. Whai il tha woodan support ovar 
which imnga ara shatchad in vioivia. 
calloi and QuHars ealaot 


■PMf rr-44 


5. Nama ma (r^iar physnst awarood 
the Nobal Prize m 1930 lor his 
ppgaaren on iha scallanrig of NgM 
rays’ 

6. Whai IS a Jaw«h pr^sl caUad’ 

7 With whch sport do you associaia 
tha namaa of Mono AnJrata and hMu 
Uuda7 

4. KaMrai.marbn.hoO&yindpBraorriia 
art birda of pray Mon^ng to which 


p. Who Kivartiad mt typawntar? 

10. Whaf u phaamophocM ma fao' of? 


sisouo 01 

9091 

ui io ijie^ auuGaiia^ g 
U00|9j •i.U 9 
5ijE9aj*joio|iv I 
iqqej am 9 
uBujeb A'O iQ 8 
aBpiJO ai4x 'h 
U03N1S e 
'll ina^ ugor adog z 
tiAticoOnA I 

SUNitNV 


TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Word Play 



Th« letters in each column below the grid go into the boxes directly above them. Your )Qb is to find which 
tetter goes into which box. Fill in one and two letters words first As you use a letter, cross it off. When you 
have used up ell the letters, you will have a famous i^uotation. 


Shape Sleuth 


The first two positions Al and B) of this open box show 
which way up. Can you find which way up ii is in the 
position O? 




Wit Sharpener 




Hgure it Out 


Using various combinations of four 9s only make up 
numbers from 1 to 20. For example.f9't9>-($-t9) *1 or 
(9 > 1 9) ~(9K9] ■ 1. There are more than one combinations 
for many numbers. Use of brackets square root sign and 
decimals is allowed. 


Joseph. Ruma. Dcvina went out for tea, and sat around 
a cosy table in a nice, little restaurant. Each of them 
ordered two items each. This >s whet they were served: 
Joseph* Cbanna and fruitcake 
Rumma: Melon and mango 
Devinat Cola and bread rolls. 

Mahesh: Ice cream and sandwiches. 

As it happened, everything rhey had ordered arrived, 
but not in the correct order. Not one of them was given 
wbat they had asked for. neither did any one person get 
both the Items ordered by the other person. After 
exchangiog of plates, etc., they finally settled down to 
eat what they bed asked for. This is how they wtfe 
sitting. 

The one opposite Mahesh had fruitcake. The one on 
Devina's left had Channas and on Ruma's right bad ^Ig. 
Joseph was between breadroJls on bis right and ica 
cream on his left, and mango opposite him 

How were they seated and what had each one 
ordered? 


•vieftt 1 *^ uvff im 


























































TEASERS 
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Quick Think t 

I I 




. .. 

o 

V 

11 I 1.1 

i ! 

_^_1 

u 

■ 

■1 

iiinii 


EikHi mttchsticki are placed with their heads alier- 
nately up and down, as shown in illustration I. Moving 
two consecutive sticks at a time, what is the least 
number of moves you rec^uire to bring then to position 


* - 

: Blockbuster 



In this inverted pyramid, the d-letcer word at the top is ^ 
an anagram of SLIT GRANT Remove one letter at a 
time, and do not re-arrange the letters. The remaining | 
eight letters form a word. Continue in this manner till 
you reach the lowest box. I 


Quizbiu 

A truffle (pronounced troofle) is •: i) vegetable li) 
herb ill) lungus. 


MIfSing Link 

Can you Complete this chain; 7763, 7777, Itli. 1106, 
1S8. , 


Solutions to last week's Teasers; 


Lrypt across: 


H il i1 l1 (•} 

iMkI r' 

S i?\ rl f>1 

^ R 

M A il »i A 

.1 f1 il J 

rJ r« rtj Lj h 

tnU b 


(e 



Figure it Out; 



Shape Sleuth: 



Word Power: Boomerang, Anglican. Candelabra, .Brai- 
sie, Siesta, Taboo 

BlankagiODs: Ran, Near, Snare, Reason, Treason 

What's in t Word: a) Canton b> canopy c) canal d) 
cantata e) canasta f) canyon 


Qukk Thhtk: U A It superimposed on B it vrill produce 
figuro 1. 











ONE THlNd I uEARnEC^ A&(Xr 
£’;ERCi$C wlAS$ . 

TrtE STAIR& .. i— -^ 


POKT 

WA5T6 

TJME 

TAl.*:'H6 


TMEh Mk«R^0AC< 
SOWN Y^E STMRS YD 
TmE M . > 


' rm supposed to watch niy 
cholesterol level-at 34 ?! 
Does this mean J have to 
change my whole lifestyle?" 


No, you don't. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 


im 


Rtnbaxv’8 Qedrc 
Feeds Help to 
reduce High 
Cholesterol levels, 
Secegse they 
contein pure gedic 
Oil that hes been 
tecoonieed by 
Ayurveda, and 
modem medical 
science, to have 
great curative 
properties. 

Ranbexy’s Garlic 
Fearls alio help in 
relleviog ges and 
Indigestion, easing 


ioint pains. UlfBAZTB 

prevantir>g 

recurring coughs 

and colds. 

Just two Ra nbexy's 

Garlic Pearls twice AH the eurea that 
a day keep you in neture put In gartto- 
good health. without the erneH. 
















VARIETY/Khaas Baat 



idlk wilJ stop, i did both 
th« scenes/* »aid SKrika, 
offerinjt a weak explana* 
tion, “because the story 
demanded Them.'* 

T hejeved Akhtatr 
Sha b^na Atwi mor* 
na^ which took |>Iace at 
2.00 am in the murnins not 
so limg afto. lias oecume a 
pet subject of 
mongers, .laved, inciden* 
tally, has not yet divorced 
hi«firs( wife Shabanatoo 
has never spent more than 
two days with .faved at his 
home. This strange be* 
haviour on her part has 
given rise to all kinds of 
speculation and many of 
the duo's wclbwishers 
have already ntaried 
saying that the marriage 
^williioi Iasi.” javed, 
however, is very reluctant 
to talk about his murriege. 
Says ho; “his a smcrly 
personal matter and what* 
ever happens to us nr lie* 
tween the two of us is for 
us 10 worry al>out We are 
mature adults and we 
know what we have done." 

S hye/TtBonegai wanti^d 
to make another film 
with Jennifer Kapoorlshe 
had acred in his .furtooit), 
when she died so sudden* 
ly. Benegal. in fact, had 
been working on the script 
of the film when he learnt 
about the actress's death. 
Naturally, he started sear 
ching for u replacement. 
His efforts have been re¬ 
warded. for Leeia Morals 
(wife of Dom Moraes and a 
one-time Hindi film ac¬ 
tress) has agreed ro take 
the leading role. LeeU was 
thrilled when .she received 
the offer. 

A nother young girl 

trying to make it big in 
South Indian films is Ran/ 
Sudha nee Archana who 
has a diploma irom the 
Adayur Film Instituie, 
Madras. Her first Tamil 
film Ningal Ketta Val was 
directed ^ Baf u Mahan* 
(fra. She has elso acted in 
tba Malay alim mnw Ma/* 


W hat's wrong with Ran- 
;eera.’Her career, 
which at one point of time 
seemed to be promising, 
has now almost come to an 
end. She bar just two or 
three films on hand but 
these films have been in 
the making for years nuw. 
Realising that there is no 
other way out for her, Ren 
Jeeta has given up hope 
and has started investing 
her money in a number of 
projects. And if the 
rumours in the tinsel c ity 
are correct, Ranjeeta is 
soon to become Mrs Akber 
Khan. 


I t took ^artku two years 
to forget the semi-nude 
scene in JaUi Agha's Nir- 
vaan, “Whetever 1 went 
people only talked of that 
scene. It did irreparable 
loss to my career." Sarika 
confided with a shudder 
thinking of those days. But 
Sariki is worried about 
the rumours that are being 
spread about her again. 
These concern two “hot 
bedroom scenes” she has 
done with Marc Zuber in a 
film called Qatl “I don't 
know when this kind of 


Serlka tibovci aed (b*4ewi 










DELHI DIARY 


Jagmohan’s Ire 



! Jaimohrin 


T hv ,)»minu inO Kash¬ 
mir (lomnor. Jajimo- 
' han, Ik annoyed with the 
Kovernmt’nt of Ghulam 
Mohommud Shah Of late, 
the Gpvernur has be«n ex* 
presibing his ennoyarive in 
writtriK as well. He he^ 
iisktd f<ii an explanatiun 
as to Imw the Gulsheh (os 
G. M. Shah ik known in the 
statu) reKiiTte i« sonsider 
ittg ih« appvmtment of a 
person as a direct or of the 
.lamniu and Kashmir B>ink 


Blight Spark 

T he petroleum oiinisiry 
IS in a quandarv R. L 
Kapoor, a divisional Aiana* 
ger of the pubik sector 
Minerals and Metals Trad¬ 
ing Corporation {MMTO. 
has written to the govern* 
I ment that he is in a posi* 
\ tion to supply Saudi Ara* 
bian crude oil at a price 
which is eleven per cent 
lower than the one now 
being paid by the canalis* 
ing agent. Indian Oil Cor* 
puraitoi) (tOC). The 
MMTC management is vis* 
ibiy embarrassed by this 
offer by one of its staff 
members;* the IOC has 
been buying crude at the 
international wice of 27 
US doUara par parrel fixed 
by the OnC (Organisa¬ 
tion of PatroJaum CxMit* 
Ing Couatrlas). Though on 



against whom four vigi* I 
lance cases aie pending 
That IS not all', the 
bureaucracy in the state 
too is up in arms. In the 
Lok Sabha elections, the 
chief minister and espe* 
ciaily his deputy, D.D. 
Thakur. had pulled up 
many officers for "ineffi* 
ciency*' after the Farooq 
Abdullah faction of the 
Netional Conference 
swept all the three seats in 
the Kashmir vetley. These 
officers are now openly de* 
fying the government. To 
top it all. the bad mark for 
the C. M. Shah regime has 
been that in the case 
against Swami Dhirendra 
firahmachari in the Jam* 
mu court, the son of the 
deputy chief minister D. 
D. Thakur has been en* 
gaged as a defence lawyer 
But IS Jagmohan annoyed 
with G. M. Shah or is it an 
indication of the changing 
times^ It IS well-known I 
that Rajiv Gandhi and * 
Furooq Abdullah have > 
been moving fast towards i 
a patchup and the Nation* ■ 
al Conference (Farooqi in 
the Lok Sabha did not join | 
the opposition in the walk- ' 
out nn the deputy speaker I 
is.sue. Is the Haroc«4*R4jiv 
detente the reason for G 
M. Shah's worries? 


Important Kaul 



bhMa Kaul 


V ikram Kaul may soon 
be an important name 
in the capital. Son of In¬ 
dira Gandhi's maternal 


Forgotten Party? 

W hat happened to the 
party called the 
lUshtriva Snnjay Manch 
(RSMl? Neither the RSM 
nor its leader, Menaka 
I Gandhi, have been seen 
I around in the Assembly 


aunt, former union minis¬ 
ter Sbiela Kaul, Vikram 
Kaul is an Air India em* 
ployee posied in London. 
He is being recalled to 
Delhi and in all likelihood 
he may join the political 
secretarial of Rajiv Gan* 
dhi. His brother, Gautam 
Kaul. is the additional 
police commissioner : 
charged wuh the Prime ' 
Minister's security. This 
wnuld make the Shiela i 
Kaul family very impor* 
lent After she was drop- 
|H‘iJ Irnrti the council of 
ministers. Shiela Kaul has 
been put in charge of the 
Congress centenary 
ceielwitiun'i, a job which 
will put hi * In the lime* 
light within a few months, 
Vikram Kaul had been ac* 
live m the initial days of 
the e.sii.Migement hi.*iu‘een 
Menakd Gandhi and her 
moihi-i *iii.law and had 
tried bring about a 
patchup 


elections. The defeat at 
Amethi certainly was stun¬ 
ning. But should politi* 
ciens be numbed so easily? 
This was the natural corol* 
liry of the lack of Ideolo* 
gy in the RSM's policies. 


the face of it Kapoor's 
offer looks attractive, be¬ 
hind It lies a long story of 
eccentric behaviour a 
public sector manager, 
who has caused the gov¬ 
ernment a lot of embar¬ 
rassment. Sometime last 
year, in a staff meeting, 
Kapoor complained to 
MMTC chairman fU^a* 
van that he was not being 
^ven the right opportun* 
ity to boost the company's 
curaover. He claimed that 
within three months be 
could secure orders worth 
a thousand millu>n dollars 

for MMTC, which is now a 
general trading house. 
Raghavan agre e d. Initially 
Kapoor wanted the exclu¬ 
sive use of a staff car and a 
staff office to be sane* 
tioned to him. This was 
dona. Months pai^ ^ 
but BO deals material laed. 


As time ran out for the 
three-month deadline, 
wi\h the blessings of a 
staff member of the for¬ 
mer finance minister Pra- 
nab Mukherjee's office. 
Kapoor offered the MMTC 
import of crude from 
lit^ four dollars per bar¬ 
rel cheaper than the OPEC 
prices. A note was sought 
from him, in vrhich he 
spell OPEC as “Opaque,” 
thereby exposing his 
knowledge of the pet¬ 
roleum market. Apparent¬ 
ly, a lot of hearsay had 

been guiding him. Ilie Li- 

byw deal kwked too com¬ 
plicated and the danger of 
aoBoying the OPEC over a 
small quantity of import 
was also considered and 
rha proposal jenisonad. 
Again ht came forward 
with an offer frem 
Meleyaie in which too 


rough weather was faced. 
He has now come forward 
with the Saudi offer, 
which is also a backdoor 
deal. What has surprised 
the petroleum ministry is 
that the offer has been 
made officially from the 
MMTC. without the 
MMTC chairman being 
aware of it. Interestingly, 
the proposal is accompa¬ 
nied by a suggestion ab^t 
what could be done with 
the “empty barrels.” Th% 
crude prices are deter¬ 
mined on the basis of bar¬ 
rels, which is a traditiOMi) 
usage. Crude no longer 
comes in barrels, but la 
huge tankers. Kapoor^ 
■pan from his refereaota 
to “Opequa,” has atfS M 
learn what a “barrel* 1 b 
crude imports meani. 

} * 




STOP PRESS: PHIUPS HAS PRODUCED 
ITS 100 MILUONTH TV SET. 

ITS ANOTHER GUARANTEE FOR 
PROBLEM-FREE VIEWING 



Philips have made a mjJhoii leleviskm 
sets, so naluraJly we know more about what our 
customers want aiKl appreciate in a colour TV 

For example, every Philips is FULLY 
TROPICA LISFi) a^irv^ heal a^ humidity, so 
you can enjoy probNi^ viewii^ 

What 's more, all Philips service centres in 
India* are fully equipped with sophisticated 
instrumenis. with overseas'trained technicians H 
care for your Philips if you happen lo buy one 
from Singapore or Hong Koi^ Plus a guarantee 
after sales service lltal none of the otiw brands 
match! 

Phili|» VCfcj come in two models: Their 
features include high*^ 96 ^ video .search up to ^ 
hours recording, auto play-back, lime di^lay 
and pre-proi^amming for one evatl 7 days 
m advarve. 

For colour teievisions. a range of 
inodeU are available from 14". 16'' or 20”. 
with or wiltmuf remote control. All the 
models have these common features: Philips 
famous natural colour from (nr equally 
famous Hi-Bri picture tube. Quidcstart, and 
hi^r bnghtnes.s level for urn contrast, 

VCR adapi^ions on idl channels. 4 watts 
sound oiopul. Automatic Fine Tunir^ for 
sharp pictures, low power consumption. 

Hus superior quality and wice that 
comes from being the largkTV manufacturer 
in the world. 


* Philips srtvicpcMTe in hdii. 

3W43 Nestm Rwd. Bcmhiytai A|ii 1«l 
2llfvslumRoai].Cdkuin7nOQ^ Tel 473GL 
3 Trt n]2M\n 

66linpMh.NewDHhi IhirVi tf\ 1^1125. 


PHlUPi 


RcIcMd M pliKiiwlKni^bv 

Philips iMiivore n< LU ,Ur«« I.TeaPW«h Swftfw It3lin4 
HiiIw none Keni LfTiilca. 2rili'2M Hm. HspewdiCrfibr. Hong Konft 
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Bajaj Autoingenuity 


India isn’t the West. Indians don’t buy Iwo-wheclcrs for fun. 
Tliey are a neces.sily. Yet. the roads aren’t perfect. Petrol isn’t 
cheap. Smite and spare parts aren’t available at every comer. 

That’s why IJajaj Auto has dewloped its scooters to a level of 
ru^edness and reliability where they command a premium in 
the open market. People pay premiums only when they know 
they are >tctling value for their money. 

That’s how we designed and built the B^aj M50 mc^torcycle 
too. To he the most powerful, rugged, lowest priced, genuine 
50cV motorcycle in the country. Soon, you’ll see the more 
powerful M8() on the road. 

That’s why we designed tlie Bajaj Rear Engine Autoriksha. 




For cheaper, more comfortable public 
transportation. 

'I'hat’s Bajaj Auto Ingenuity. Making 
vehicles which India needs. Making them 
^ very well. Making over 300,000 a year. 
^ By 1987-88 we should be making over 
11 700.000: with Indian ingenuity. 


^ auto im 

Volu* lor money, lor yeori 


9tK4fvr>rO 
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tant Neighiwurs: Tariq AM aiul Kuldip Nayar report 
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PUNJAB: THE END GAME 





WHEN rrs yOUK favourite girls speciai day, . 









Yours for years 

Apcolile Super Aciylic Emulsion 
from Asian Painls 


ApcolUe Super Acrylic Cmublor) 
doean'ljusl your walls a 
super smooth finish and an 
allraciive sheen. 11 ^ao 
ensures those beautiful looKs 
slay that way for yew 
heie'swhy: 

lOOH miv Auytlc CamMon 

Apcollte tmulsion Is a 
superinr, 100% pure acryHc 


(ormulaUon. Thai's why M's 
tough enou^ to wilhstar>d ihe 
Gdremes of any weather ^ on 
both Interior and exterior 
surfaces. Year after yor. 


dimaie. Just one more reason 
why they slay (pod loohln^ 
Tovyear^ 


Ya ApcrUHr Cmt^shm Is 
sp«;lally formutaled to prevent 
fun^d tvtn in the 

niomccn or the moat hiar^ 


ApcoMc shades don i lade 
Whtfsnvye. the/rc 
easHy washabit. 

9 o yna waits keep 
that fmhly painted i* 
looh Pdryew. ^ 


Apa:Mite Super Aayiictmuiskin. The tuxurtouskjok that tasis. For years. 



rofmtff ■atcbed 
p erf ecOow 

Muted paslds. Brighter. 
ixASer hues. The rich radiance 
of the whitest white. Each 
shade computer maiched to 
perfection. So that 
there are no colour 
varlabonb from batch 
to batch, ever. 


A !4)ectrum ct cxcclk’ncv osian paints 



oau/««7 




Heard Ti IE LAiTST? 



I'wD-in-Oncs «ind Cassette Recorders... 
to inlonialioniil stcindcirds ol design, quoHty and performance. 

Right here in India from PHILII^. 

Backed hv nation-wide service. 
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All THINGS CCMSIDERED. 
-lEN IT'S PHIUPS.TOU’RE SURE 


Philips -the trusted Indian household name for over fifty years 





















Mothers' Hera'S nMtritior> in e flavour that 
children will enfov: lip'Smacking ice*crdam. 
Wher> they OonS eat well because of heat, 
give them the nourishment they neecl« 
withchille<} ice*cream flavour COMPLAN. 
They'll love its delicious taste. 

COMPLAN has 23 vital foods growing 
ch i Idren need eve ry da y. P rotei ns a re 
rtutriemsthat directly cor^tribute to growth. 
COMPLAN has the bHt proteins, milk 
proteins (20%f. Besides, it has 22 other vital 
r>utrienis like carbohydrates, fats, vitamins 
and minerals that children need during their 
growing years. 

Give your child COMPLAN twice a day, 
every day. 

COMPiAN 1 $ alao available in delicious 
Chocolate. Slrawberiy and Cardamom- 
Saffron flavours and Plain. 
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COVER STORY 10 


DIttant N«lfhbour« 

Our naiihbouri, PakiitM. 
Sri Lan£a and Ban^adMhi 
Mcoi to be troubled with . 
deepeir end violence' * 
Kuldlp Nevtr, Tana Ali end 
Chenchel Oerker take an 
ipdepth look et what i» 
heppenin^in the three 
eountrtet. 
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The heart has started beating again 


Cardiac Equipment from For diagnosis, monitoring 
and resuscitation. 

When A dysfunction in the heart occurs, the Defibnl* 
laior is used, as a last resort, to cbscharge a measured 
amount of electrical energy into the patient's heart to 
restore iti natural rttythm. The monitor displays the ECG 
continuously and the reorder makes a copy of ihe wave 
forms. 

The Defibrillator, now a byword in the medical pro¬ 
fession. is |u5t one example where BPLhes used elactronJcs 
for life saving applications. Electro-cardiographs and 
Patient Monitoring Systems complete the range. 

There are other vital areas that BPL serves too. With 
Instrumentation (Industrial k Measurement), Computm, 


Communications. Components. Office Automation and 
Censumer Electronics. 

Behind this diverse product range is a vast corpus of 
knowledge that BPL has acquired over the last t^vo 
decades. This knowledge has been integrated through tech* 
nical tiemps with intematioual brand leaders like Pukuda, 
fapan; Siemens, West Germany and Nihon Kohden, )apan. 
And through an infrastructure that's unique only to BPL: 
Seven integrated factesies, three R & D groups. in*house 
manufacture of critical components, a nationwide market* 
ing network and an Indepeodeot company exclusively 
employed for servicing. The result? Products that are better 
suited for local condidons And user needs. 

Yes. Satisfying user needs is. uliimaiely. the only 
directive BPI has. 







/ MJ.Afe6ar 


Cakutla: Once in a while, one doet 
get the impression that the pen is 
mightier than the bureaucrat. Daud 
Haider was a familiar presence in 
our office. Being by stubl^m inclina* 
tion an unrepentant Philistine, 1 had 
very little idea about the kind of 
poetry he had written in Bengali. 
Though I knew he was a Banglad^i 
poet, I did nor find out why he was 
living in Calcutta. A free country like 
ours spoils the mind. We tend to take 
the ri^t of a human being to braetbe 
freely for grented, quite forgetting 
that there are large par^s of the 
worlc^parcicularly the newly- 
independent world—where, on one 
pretext or the other, liberty is merely 
a reward for acquiescencQi The law is 
not the law of justice, it is lurtial 
law, it is religious lew. it is racist lew 
and on and on and on. And on top of 
that comes the more insidious threat 
of power arbitrarily seised, arbitrari¬ 
ly exercised. U U an achievement 
(which (he politically wise often 
scorn In ihair homage to foreign 
gods, and the cynics berate in their 
puny egoism) that Indie still lives 
under a Constitution end a rule of 
Justice which is truly liberal and 
value-based. 

But sometimes the strain shows, 
particularly when those in govern* 
ment puff their chests and clatter 
like tin gods. Daud Haider had been 
living peacefully enough in the house 
of his mentor Annada Sankar Kay 
when some bureaucrats decided to 
throw him back to the wolves who 
had denied him a place in his own 
country. The poet had angered the 
Ulema in Bangladesh by questioning 
the relevance of all g^s, and now 
they wanted to throw him back there. 
Why? No rational reason Pique, 
perhaps. Or may be Haider had not 
been sycophentlc enough to some 
glorified clerk. 

He got his eviction notice, though 
we have thousands of such refugees 
(and may we have the courage to 
always keep them). But India proved 
itself agein. A number of eminent 
Calcuttans (including Satyajit Ray 
and Mrinal Sen) wrote to Jyoii Basu 
pleading that Haider be allowed to 
stay on. I too had signed the appeal, 
and followad it up with a story la The 
Telegreph. Mr Basu wrote to Delhi. 

' And Daud Haider remains in India. 

' What a beautiful nation we have 
I created. Hy pride doubled and tri* 

' pled and multiplied endlessly when 1 
heard the news. 

M y heart goes out to the con 
camad programme axtcutive at 
Doordarshan. For no fault of hie 


eiao*v» 


Konstantin U. Chernenko di«s and 
(he govemmeni of India, in a suit¬ 
able gesture towards (be special De* 
Ihi-Moscow relationship orders a 
mourning period. AH India Radiu 
immediately uneartlu its mine of 
devotionai music and its executives 
relax, confident that nothing much 
can go wrong between one bhajan 
and another, Bui the box is some¬ 
thing else altogether' here ibe show 
must go OQ, particularly since there 
is a lot of hard cash supporting at 
least some of the programmes. The 
task then, is to make the show 
appropriate to (he mood. Now. unfor 
tunataly, none ef these sponsored 
I programmes were designed lo moke 
' the viewer feel mournful (although 
one Of two eminently succeed in 
doing SO). How. than, does one 
square (he circle, particularly with a 
programme like Chirrvhaar. the half- 
hour of film songs which is aired 
every Wednesday evening and draws 
a bigger audience than all (he talk 
shows put together? On Wednesday 
13 March Doordarshan found its own 
solution to the problem 
Indian television decided to show 
respect to the departed Mr Cher 
I nenko by making every song on that- 
half* hour programme an expression 
of sorrow and tragedy (barring the 
last, which was an exercise in patrio¬ 
tic nobility). Unfortunately, hardly 
any of the numbers would have won 
the approval of the late leader of the 
leftist world. Take the first song e 
tear-stained Senita Patil in front of e 
statue of the Virgin Mary, with a host 
of sad-looking orphans behind her, 
singing Mbrirer Mary. Now if the idea 
was to pray to the Virgin Mary f^ 
the soul of the Italian President, this 
would have bees just the thing. I 
wonder, though, i! the bte Mr Cher 
nenko, a devoted, committed com* 
munist atheist of the old, hardboiled 
school, had ever contemplated en* 
countering (he Virgin Mary to the 

A fne oonniry Iik« ours 
spoils the mind. We 
tend to take the right of 
a human being to 
breathe freely for 
granted, quite 
forgetting that there 
are large parts of the 
world^pamenlarlj the 
newlj-tndependent 
world—where, on one 
pretext or the other, 
Ubertp is morel j a 


' afterlife. 

Song number two was from the 
romantic film Jaheneer$: a soulful 
Bharat Bhooshan warbled (on excel* 
lent nhatal. by the way, Sung by the 
inimitable Telat Mahmood) Fhj> 
wohi $ha§m. wohi gham. wohi 
tenhaji hui. with a heartbroken Mala 
I Sinha peeping through her black 
I dupatfj^ Sadness was apprnpnete 
; enougli. but one wonders how the 
, Soviets who overthrew the Tsars 
I would feel about being mourned by a 
I Mughal pi mce (which Is what Bharat 
Bhooshan i» in the film). Nor could 
the palatial environment of (he next 
song (Dilip Kumar; Dil Diye Derd 
Liya. Xcif saegar dil ko behfata 
nahtn) be considered of much revolu* 
j tiooary significance, unless someone 
was being setirical ebout dachas, 

I which I am sure was not at all the 
caw. 

We finally did get something which 
had 4 vague connection with (he 
left, even if one generetlon re* 

; moved The hero of the next song 
I (Trrj duniya se baht/r door, bahut 
f dix>r chela, very apo was Parikshii 
Sahni. son of the greet Bel raj, one of 
the iruly outstanding figures of (he 
IPTA movement. Just at this point 
one did begin to wonder why. if such 
a programme bad to be made, no ode 
had thought of filling it. with that 
excellent lot uf songs from Hindi 
films made in the Fiftiea like Naye 
Deur glorifying labour and workers 
and the construction uf a new society 
free from explriicetion. Instead, we 
got (he bitter-sweet Rejesh Khanne 
j mourning his own impending death 
\ from cancer Kehin doorjeb din dhai 
, leeye And on our screens came xhe 
great Doctor Moshai, very thin but 
ihurougtilyjmpiessivein the role that 
launched the most glamorous career 
in Hindi cinema—Amitabh Bachchan 
in Anand. The Doctor Moshai has 
now. of course, become an MP Babu. 
i A second Congressfl) MP followed, 
Sunil Dutt, clad in white shirt and 
trousers, looking very purposeful as 
he dug into the task of creating the 
infrastructure of the economy m the 
new Indie in Ham HindustaanL In 
' fact the last song was the best. Asd, 
indden tally, both Congress BdPt had 
been inclu-'jed in Cftirrahear's tribute 
I to Konstdjitin Chernenko. But ozie 
; really missed the third CoDgresi(l) 
Member of Parliament, Vyjeyantbi* 

' mala singing Saarhi haath barana, 

I saatfij re, ak akela tbak ;aayafa 
ffliikar bojli uthana would Hava been 
a far more fitting way to iiy farewell 
. to the leader of the moat powerful 
I Marxist nation in the world. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 



Electoral Reform 

S tate elections being over, let me 
ventilate my grouse 
unquestioned acceptance ^ the pnn* 
ciple of one man one vote. 1 am not a 
megalomaniac but I feel 1 should 
count for more than the unlettered 
riff*ralf who queue up in their hun* 
dreds outside polling booths and 
blindly put their thumb impressions 
against names of candidates whose 
qualifications they know nothing ab¬ 
out; not have they the vaguest notion 
what party manifestos are or what 
different political parties stand for. 
The vast majority of those people 
acquire the right to vote by doing 
nothing except growing up and com* 
ing of age. Treating them on par with 
the majonty which understands what 
voting IS about seems to me to be a 
travesty of justice. It is based on the 
notion that a person does not have to 
be a cobbler to know where the shoe 
pinches. They are believed to know 
their interests and who will best 
guard them. This is a canard Most tA 
them do not even know how or who 
will best 'ook after their interests 
because they are little more than 
pown-up children. I subscribe to the 
Bismarckian belief that universal 
suffrage is like putting the govern* 
anca of the country in the hands uf its 
nursery. It makes people like me 
keep away from the electoral exer¬ 
cise. Bed governments came into 
being because people like me do not 
vote. Will Regers in The Ulittratt 
Digest echoed my sentiments: ''With 
all the mechanical improvements 
they have in the way of adding 
machines, and counting machines, 
they can't seem ru invent anything to 
take place of the old political mode 
of counting—tvro for me and one for 
you." 

We are not the only country where 
the literate and the better qualified 
feel that being treated as equals of 
those who are not our peers amounts 
to discrimination against us. W.K. 
Auden put diis in his usual irreve* 
rent way: 

I'm a carefree floating voter 
Basking daily in The Sun 
Politics are bloody boring, grin, be 
jolly. 

Social justice? Kiss my asst 
I*ve a mortgage and a Dauun 
Pm no longer working class 
Now that talk of electoral reforms 
is in the air. I hope our law makers 
will consider the possibility of laying 
down minimum educational and 
property qualifications for eandi*, 
dates as well as for voters. I do not . 
think it is outrageous to suggest a I 



candidate must be a graduate paying 
income-iax or land revenue and the 
vote of a matriculate should count 
for two of those who are not. Other* 
wise rhe punficatioo of politics will 
remain a pipe dream. 

What is Love? 

M y iatesi acquisition to my very 
limited collection of friends is 
an attentive young lady journalist, a 
spinster. Long after my mythical 
birthday bad passed she gave me a 
gift: a novella by Oriana Fallaci 
entitled Lerrer ro a Child Saver 
Bom I don't think my lady friend 
had read the bo^ before presenting 
it to me. It is the true story of 
unmarried Oriana conceiving a bas* 
card child which died in her womb. I 
had not read anything by Fallad save 
her outrageous interviews with world 
celebrities including Indira Gandhi 
and Ayatollah Khomeini and had 
dismis^ her as a braxen hussy. 
However, once 1 started her long 
letter to her unborn child 1 could not 
pul it down till 1 finished it two hours 
later It is sensitively and very 
beautifully written. Amongst the 
cnany observations she makes about 
life are her views on the phe¬ 
nomenon of love. Did she love the 
man who made her pregnant? "I still 
don't understand w^t it's all about." 
she admits. "My guess is tbat it’s just 
a gigantic bo^ invented to keep 
people quiet and diverted. Everyone 
talks about love: the priesrs. the 
advertising posters, the uterati. and 
the politicians, those of them who 
make love. And in speeking of love 
and offering it as a panacea for every 
tragedy, th^ wound and betray and 
kill bc^ body and aoul. 1 hate the 


word." 

Having said that Orient defines it 
better than I have heard it defined 
before. After admltcing the failure of 
her love affair she writes: "It was 
worth something after all: to under* 
stand that nothing threatens your 
freedom %% much as the mysterious 
rapture that a human being can feel 
towards another, a man towards a 
woman, or a woman towards a man. 
There are no straps or chains or bars 
that can bold you in a blinder slav¬ 
ery. a more desperire sense of hel* 
plessness. Beware of giving yourself 
to someone in the name of rapture: it 
only means forgetting yourself, your 
rights, your dignity and thus your 
freedom. Like ■ dog floundering in 
the water you try vainly to reach a 
shore that doesn't exist, a shore 
whose name is Loving and Being 
Loved, end you end in frustration, 
scorn, disilluijonment.*' 

If so, why do people fall in lova? 
Fear of solitude? Of Boredom? Of 
Silence? A need to possess and be 
possessed? No, answers Oriana Falla- 
ci, "It is a hunger that, once satisfied, 
leaves you with a kind of indiges¬ 
tion," 

Babus a$ 
Cleaners 

M r Clean's government has pro* 
vided its first crop of cleaning 
jokes. Here is one: Two Indian civil 
servants on a study tour of Europe 
ran out of their meagre foreign ex¬ 
change allowance and were forced to 
find free accommodation A German 
farmer agreed to let them stay in his 
barn for nothing if they did odd jobs 
for him. They r**adily agreed to do so. 
The first task given to them was to 
clean up the cow byre. Being used to 
cleaning up things at home, they did 
an excellent job. The farmer was 
very pleased with them. 

The next job given them was to 
sort out apples lying in a heap into 
three lots; large, medium and small. 
After a few hours the farmer came to 
see how they were gening on with 
the work. He found them sitting 
crest-fallen without haring sorted 
out a sini'le apple. “ What’s the 
matter?" awed the farmer, "Can’t 
you aon out big apples from the 
smalK?" 

"You see, we are Indian civil ser* 
vants," explained the babus, "Wa 
have been taught how to clean up 
things by our new Prime Minister, 
but he has not taught us bow to make 
decisions. ** 
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Todty l im retlly v»ry 
h«ppy. Al l«*l» J could 
build i houio, though 
•moll, of my own. 

I never dreamt ol bi^ildmg 
my own house. Because, 

I had never oeen a btg 
guy. just a middle-class 
men having a moderate 
income Witn that i had to 
manage everything — 
includirtg daughter's 
marriage and proper 
education of my sori. 

Besides, r had no savings 
excepting a Peerless 
Certilicate and that too of 
a very small amount. 

This Drought me m 
conlact with Peerless. 

And It 16 Peerless who 
showed rT>e the way to 
fulfil my long cherished 
dream. 

Today. I am a Peerless 
Inspector. A member of a 
large family. And I am 
happy< for I have 
achieved what I aspired 
for. With the help of 
Peerless of course! 

You too. can build your 
fuhjre with us Peerless. 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Legislation Can 
Solve Assam Problem 


The situation In 
Assam has been 
further 
aggravated 
because the 
government in 
the state does 
not represent the 
people; Its very 
existence Is a 
provocation. 


t appears that (b« Election Commission 
has had to revise the instructions ii 
issued for revision of the electoral rolls 
in Assam. The Bengali'Speekins popula- 
lion in the state found fault with them. 
Further the union law minister Asoke Sen. 
who 1$ responsible for answering questions 
regarding the Commission put up in Harlui* 
menc, conveyed to the Commisvion the 
objections that had been raised; hence the 
new set of instructions 

The original instructions* issued on 3 
January this year, had proposed the prepa* 
ration of two lists. The first was lu contain 
the naoie.s of persons who. m a receni 
hous«>to house count, had qualified as vo< 
lers as they "could be traced either directly 
or through their linkage id ihe entries 
(names) on the electoral rolls in 1971." The 
second list was to contain "all other entriet 
which did not figure in the first Ust." The 
work of verification, however, was entrusted 
mainly to the police. Those covered by the 
second list had to produce a certificate 
"from the place where the question of 
citizenship has been decided finally by a 
competent authority" for their eligibility to 
be considered. An officer oi ihv rank ol 
superintendent of police was to verify 
"whether the i^rson has been found to be 
non<irtsen or citisen as per any decision of a 
competent tribunal or authority." This was 
in line with the home ministry's instructions 
dated 20 August I97S. 

The students leaders, who have been in 
the forefront of the Assam agitation, were 
not unhappy with the instructions. They did 
not want 1971 as the cui*off year. they 
went along because the Assam police were 
in charge of verification and a certificate for 
ctizenship was necessary. Perhaps* another 
reason for tlieir acceptance was that the 
Commission had ignored New Delhi's desire 
to signify 1979 as the cut-off year. Under 
pressure, the Election Comimssioii is.sued a 
new set of instructiems on 1 March, under 
which the Assam electoral officer was asked 
to ensure that "oo eligible person is left 
out." The most important instruction was; 
"Existence of an entry in 1971 or pre-1971 
roil a person hiiuself or of one to whocr he 
can establish his linkage or parentage 
should be taken aa prim» facte proof of 
eligibility of an election and his name should 
find place ui the draft roll. In case the name 
of such person does not find a place in the 
draft roll and be prefers a claim appl teat ion 
the burden of proving that he is not a ciiixen 
should devolve on the objector " This is* 
however, subject to the conditiun (hat no 


adverse order of a court or tribunal has been 
passed against him about his citizenship. 

The Election Commissiun has gone on to 
say; "Existence of an entry in the posi*1971 
rolls* say up to 1971, can be treated as one of 
the supporting evidence of eligibility." 
However, it is for the claimant io satisfy the 
electoral registration officer with satisfac* 
tory evidence to prove his eligibiUty. The 
police, who are said to be "burdened wiih 
other work," need not be pressed for veri 
ficaiiofl; the officers of the revenue and 
forest deparrmems can do the job aiwell. 

This may not, howrever, please the Assam 
student leaders But then there is something 
else (hat New Delhi may nor like and the 
state’s Bengal speaking population might 
protest when it comes to know of it. The 
Election Commission has added a rider 
which says; "In certain areas there may be 
instances where no one may be in a position 
to fdo an objection against a non*eligjble 
person being found in draft electoral roll- 
»...(The) Electoral Registration OfJicer 
should take suo moro necessary scfjon under 
the law. If the officer is satisfied about the 
objection, then the entry should be* deleted 
from the draft roll before ns final publico 
(ion after following the procedure pre 
scribed." For some time the deieiion <>l 
"foreigners" from the electoral rolls has 
been the main demand. Lately, even the 
All’Assam Students’ Union (AASU) and the 
All-Assam Gana Sangram Parishad (AAGSP) 
representatives have talked about the dele, 
tioo of foreigners' names from the electoral 
rolls as the first step The quesciun boils 
down to the voting rights of foreigners. 

India is not alone in facing the problem of 
"foreigners." America was tormented by a 
similar situation sometime back when im> 
migrants from Latin America poured into 
the VS. Washington found the solution 
through legislation. 

A similar legislation in Assam may re¬ 
trieve the situation because (he problem 
centres around political power. The 
Assamese feel that outsid«*rs would keep 
them out il they were to exercise their 
franchise. To some extent we have seen this 
happening in th« Assembly polls. The 
situation has been lurcher aggravated be. 
cause the government in the state does not 
represent the people; its very existence is a 
provocation. Whatever New Delhi may offer 
10 resume negotiations with the AASU and 
(he AAGSF representatives, it cannot have a 
ring of honesty as long as the people elected 
in a sham poll continue to xcupy the 
Assembly seats. 





OPINION 


Mocke ryof Democ racy 

S LMnAY did a commendable job bj 
eKposing the murky side of lodi* 
an politics (TTie Underworld of Indi¬ 
an FolicicSt ^-0 March). Muscle pow* 
er is an inalienable pan of poiitks in 
our country and more than anyone 
else the politicians themselves are 
responsible for such a state of affairs. 
It is an open secret that poUricians 
patronise criminals to stay in power. 
However, I did not appreciate the 
interview with Haji Mascan (*Foijhcs 
Mein Seb Chor Hain'y Who is he to 
advise us? 

Manindra Nayek Bhubaneswar 

e Sankarshan Thakur and Olga Tel 
lis’s article read like a crime thriller. 
I was ashamed to learn that our 
destinies are being guided by such 
unscrupulous men like Haji Masran 
and Vii Bahadur Singh. 

Radht Kama Fcul. Bhubaneswar 

e The cover story reminded me of 
the words of Dr Johnson: 'Politics is 
the last refuge of a scoundrel.' Haji 
Mas tan made some interesting re* 
marks during the course of the inter¬ 
view. He rightly said that elections 
cannot be fought without black 
money 

V.M Serayanaswemy. Madras 

• The cover story made a bold 
attemjff to unveil the darker side of 
Indian politics. A law should ensure 
that people intending to contest an 
election should have a 'clean back¬ 
ground.** 

Tushar Chakraburty, Hatdibari (WB) 

e There was a time when politicians 
were admired and they inspired the 
lives of their followers. But that is a 
thing of the past and these days the 
very word ‘politician* is a filthy 
abuse. Corruption has seeped into 
every aspect of our lives and honest 
living IS a mere delusion. Our leeders 
are criminals in the true sense of the 
word. 

Ajay Pant, Moradebad 

a Any man wielding money and mus¬ 
cle power can enter Parliament or 
(he state Assembly. MPs and MLAs 
do not devote time to social work any 
more; their only aim is to gather 
money to fight Che next elections. 
lsn*t this a mockery of democracy? 
5.C. Matakar. Agra 

a I was shocked to learn that crimin 
als represent us in Parliament. I 
would welcome a more derailed list 
of ‘underworld* characters in the 
various state Assemblies. 

5. Venkatesubnmanian, Celcutn 
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a Most of Haji Mastan's views are 
coloured by his communal feelinp 
He should know that it was Mahatma 
Gandhi who saved millions of Mus¬ 
lims in India during the post- 
partition riots. 

Rajmsh Verma. Jamshedpur 

a I was amused at Haji Mastan's 
ignorance Mahatma Gandhi sacri 
ficed bis life for the cause of the 
Muslims, yet Haji Mastan accused 
him of being a communal man. Bapu- 
ji was aware of the conse<)uencei of 
partitioning India and that is why he 
opposed \ht concept of a divided 
India. 

Bihhudarre Mohenry, Curtack 

a Sunday gave undue publicity to 
Haji Mastan. No one is interested in 
a smuggler save the police and the 
customs authorities. 

Dhenanjay Patre, Bhubaneswar 

• Anti-socials like Haji Mastan and 
Phoolan Devi do not deserve to be 
interviewed. Portraying them on the 
cover damages Sunday's image. 
M.A. Kerns. BuJandsbar 

Heaven and Hell 

K hush want Singh's ertide, Neith¬ 
er Heaven Nor Hell (Gossip, 24 
FelNuary—2 March) was provocative 
enough. The author's malidous in¬ 
tentions are evident when he writes: 
'Where are the thousands ol inno¬ 
cents who were masMcred in the 
anti-Sikh riots in northern India or 
perished in the embrace of poison 
gas m Bhopal?' Mr Singh has been 
pointing an accusing finger at the 
Hindus evar since cbe riots following 


Mrs Gandhi's assassioarion and he 
never loses an opportunity to harp on 
th^ theme. Why doesn't Mr Singh 
write on lighter topics? 

B.K. Sinha, Bara uni 

• In the course of the interesting 
ankle Mr Sin^ has commented at 
length on the idea of 'purgatory' as 
a Christian belief. But the idea has 
nowhere been mentioned in the Bi¬ 
ble. In fact, the notion is opposed to 
the teachings of Christ. In the con¬ 
cluding paragraph, the author has 
only echoed the sentiments in the 
Bible: a clear conscience makes life 
on earth a paradise and a guilty one 
makes it a hell. 

H. Richard, Madras 

a Heaven and bell exist on (his 
planet. The mind creates its own 
heaven and hell on earth. 

A. tV/Json, Amrirsa^ 

• I was amused to go through Mr 
Singh's article. His understanding of 
the Hindu philosophy, it appears, is 
incomplete. The Jeerma theory pro¬ 
vides a convincing explanation for 
the apparent contradictions of this 
world. Cod has created this beautiful 
universe and each creation is unique. 
Man, the jewel among his creations, 
is gifted with the power to do whatev¬ 
er he likes and his actions determine 
whether he will be sent to heaven or 
hell. 

K. Shniresan, New De/hi 

Punjab’s W aters _ 

M adhu Limeye has presented a 
distorted picture of the River 
Waters Dtspurc (30 December S 
January ’85). Moreover, the defini¬ 
tion of the “river basin,' on which he 
builds hik argument, is also not cor¬ 
rect. The accepted definition of a 
'basin' as laid down by the Confer¬ 
ence of International Law Associa¬ 
tion runs as follows: “A drainage 
basin is an area within the territories 
of tvfo or more states where all, 
streams of flowing surface water, 
both natural and artificial, drain a 
common watershed terminating in a 
common outlet either to sea or a lake 
or to some in-land place from where 
there is no apparent outlet to sea." 
The Indian Constitution uses the 
word 'valley' (not basin) wbosa 
meaning is even narrotver than chat 
of a basin. Kajastban and Haryana 
fall outside the river basins of the 
Sutlej, Ravi and Bets. As such there 
is no substance in Mr Limaye'i argu¬ 
ments for the sharing of the river 
waten. Such articlai will only harm 
tha intartits of Punjab. 
iC. 5. DMd, Chandtgarii 
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Naxalltee are Dedicated 


I '4o not os with Kuldip Nsysr 
that ths.K^KiIite movement hu 
withered away Mrs Stxsiites 
D€dSeMttdF^9 March). A$ long a$ 
the guU between the rich and the 
poor exitti, the movement U bound 
to remain alive. The Naxalitss strug¬ 
gled for a great cause, creation of an 
egalitarian society, and the blood of 
so many youths cannot go to waste. 
Abir Padhy, Bcrbampore 

e A Journalist like Kuldip Neyar 
should refrain from second-hatid re¬ 
porting. For his report on the Naxa- 
litas he has relied on the police and 
the government. Both are biased. I 
would like to inform Mr Nayar that 
during the recent parhamentary 
alections many villagers of Srikaku- 
lara had boycotted tbs polls. I would 
like Kuldip Nayar to travel to the 
forests of the Godavari region and 
meet some of the Naxalite cadre and 
then come out with a more meemng 
ful irticle. 

S.M. Rao, CaJeutta 


1 suppon Kuldip Kayar'i view that 
Che Naxalite movement lost popular 
support because of the violence un* 
leashed by some of their cadre. 
Kamal G, TTivatuirufa 

e I disagree with Kuldip Neyar that 
The Coilactor's Authority Has 
Eroded (24 February—2 March). 
During the British rule the collectors 
were known as the deputy commis¬ 
sioners and they wielded immense 
power. The situation has not changed 
after independance. Today, at the 
district level, collectors are the real 
rulers and MLAs have very little say 
in the administration. They behave 
like autocrats 

Taj Singh lAkhmna. Jamshedpur 

• A district collector or the SP is 
posted and transferred at the whims 
of the politician. Moreover, young 
officers who are given the authority 
of a coliecfnr tries to behave like an 
autocrat. 

C Fradhan. Sembaipur 


Stop Wasting Space 


T he enchanting cover blow-up of 
Rekha along with Akshay Up> 
tdhyayi’s article. Queen (24 
February—2 March) made interest* 
ing reading. Even the free and frank 
interview, *I Am e Rare Person,' 
deservei to be preserved. 

Kamal. Mysore 

e The cover story was packed with a 
lot of information regarding Rekhe 
but the interview disappointed met 
there are a lot of unanswered ques¬ 
tions. 

Subal Chandra Saha. Malda 

e I was disappointed to see the gla¬ 
mour queen of the film world. Rehka, 
on the cover of Sunday. There are 
scores of film magazines ((< publicise 
the deeds of Rekha. Has Sunday run 
out of its usual investigative stories. 
Oe-do you think chat Rekha merited 
seven precious pages? 

Rashmee Foshan Lall, Meerut 

• I was surprised to see the issue on 
films. At a rime when important 
political developments are taking 
place and we ite on the edge of a 
new ero, Sunday's sudden interest ut 

(he tinsel world was unwarranted. 
However, t admired the glittering 
photograph of Rekha on the cover. 
Muyyam Rajen, SxngrauJf (MP) 

• The glamour world of Hindi films 
does not concern the common men. 
Sunday waited precious pages. 
SS Raju, Bombay 



RekXi _ 

e Rekha may be an actress extraor¬ 
dinary. but she did not merit a cover. 
I hope that Sunday will focus on 
more relevant affairs. 

Deepak, Hyderabad 

a SuNiMV occupies a pride of place in 
the publishing worlu. It should not 
tarnish its image by concentrating on 
frivolous iisues lika films 
Srimva* Parnaik, Khurda 


I Women’s Pr oblems 

I 

R IJ 1 V Gandhi has taken a bold step 
in the right direction by inluat- 
ing a number of schemes for-^e 
upUftment of women ( Women i/TRia- 
;jV*j Polincs, 10—16 February). Our 
Prime minister's efforts remind me 
of the words of Swami Vivekananda: 
“As it is not possible for a bird to fly 
on only one wmg. so also a country 
cannot go ahead by leaving its 
women behind." 

San too Palchoudhury. Siliguri 

a Margaret Alva. Mohsina Kidwai, 
Kiran BedI, Rodi Mistry end Mamata 
Banerjee are all distinguished 
women leaders and they rightly 
stressed the role of women in nation 
building. Under Indira' Gandhi 
women were not treated at par with 
man but I hope Rajiv Gandhi wUl 
take steps to improve the lot of 
women. 

Ceeta Dane, Hebra IWB} 

a Margaiham Chandrashekhar who 
heads the new women’s ministry 
does not seem to have a clear pars* 
pective of the situation of women in 
India, and merely repeats wornout 
cliches. The new government should 
work to alter the Indian female 
psyche lu make it more progreasive. 
Kamal C.. Mysore 

a None of the .women.kiPs. Ax/:apt 
Roda Misery, have dealt w^th tppjcs 
other than dowry and.„w<unaD's 
education. But merely eff^rdipg.edu* 
caiional and job opportunities! io 
women is nut enough, they shflpld be 
adequately protected. . . 

C. Suni/. Konayem 

Persecuted Tami^ 

i was discuibed to go through Amra 
Praia p's moving article bn '5ri 
Lanka's Unwanted Tatnih {$^9 
March!. The Jayvwardene govern¬ 
ment has all along silentlysup^ted 
the atrocities perpetrated on the 
Tamils in Sri Lanka. Th^arinybas 
taken a lead role in Jayewardene's 
mission to wipe out Tamils' frbfn b'iB 
country. I appeal to humanitarian 
organisations to intervene. " 
Sangram Mishra, Cuttack 

• Anita Pratap is right when she sa^ 
if the ethnic probJ^ in Lanka 
spills ovri to India, the world cannot 
expect us to sit and watch. If the 
solution is the creation M another 
BangladeUi, then we caimot help it. 
For, the evicted Tamils coming to 
India Will craete another Peieitine 
within our country. — 

SuUr Lahiri, Caicurte 
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Distant 

Neighbours 


After ov«r throe (hjcfides of independence, this STib-ecntinent remoins plagued with 
doubt* dospaji and violence: Sri banka, once the 'Paradise Island,’ is now specked 
with blood as the ethnic turmoil continues; in Pakistan, the voice of thousands of 
its /reedorti-loving citizens remoins mu//led; in Bangladesh, ma/or opposition 
leaders languish behind bars. Kuldip Nayor. who was recently in Sri Lanka, reports 
on the growing violencf? in the country. Torig All, from London, soys that the recent 
re/erendum ordered by General Zia-ul Hag was a sham and Chanchol Sarkar 

Micords his views on Bangladesh today. 
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SRI LANKA 


An Island of Turmoil 


By Kuldip Mayor 

T his year, long after their Inde* 
pendence Day (4 February) 
was over, Sri Lankans kept 
their national flag fluttering 
atop houses, shops and factories. 
When I was in Colombo a few days 
ago, I saw their national flag flying 
on almost every vehicle. It was meant 
to reassert independence, unity and 
territorial integrity 

The Sinhalese are in a panic over 
the "threat" to their country. Nearly 
two years ago, soon after the kilUng 
and looting of Tamils in Colombo, I 
found an atmosphere of fear in the 
midst of rumours that India might 
iniriate punitive action Now most 
Sinhalese have convinced them¬ 
selves that Sew Delhi will "inter¬ 
vene." President }. R. Jayewardene 
himself believes that he is in the 
"midst of war” which, he says, has ] 
been waged by the Tamil terrorists ^ 
"operating from India." No amount 
of argument with him^nd I told 
him that India has nothing to gain by 
breaking up Sn Lanka--can sway 
him from his position that there is no 
use talking to anyone unless terror¬ 
ism is first eliminated. 

In fact, he reflects influential opin¬ 
ion when says that he would like 
to talk with the terrorists instead of 
the Tamil United Liberation Front 
(TULF) which. Jayewardene be¬ 
lieves, is itself afraid of terrorists. 
Like the rest of the Sinhalese, 
Jayewardene considers the TULf 
and the Tigers, a terrorist organisa¬ 
tion demanding Ee/am (independent 
country in north Sri Lanka, embrac¬ 
ing Jaffna and the eastern area, 
including Trincomalle), as two siaes 
of the same coin. And the Sri Lanka 
President is quite forthright; "I do 
not crust the TULF leaders." The 
recent statement of the TULF leader, 
A. Amirthalingam. that India muat 
invade Sri Lanka has only queerad 
the pitch and angered the Sinhalese 
still further. 

Jayewardene makes e distinction 
between the TULF and the terrorists 
but wonders if it can deliver the 
goods. However, he gives one the 
imprasaion ef a person who is pre¬ 
pared to hold negotiations to settle 
the Tamil problem, provid^ it is 
prepared to denounce tarrerism and 
own Sri I^ankt’s flag, language and 
national anthem. Surprisingly, be 


talk» very little of the indiscriminate 
killing ot Tamils at the hands of his 
army. Indeed, he has hardened since 
he, as a young politician, took pan in 
an anti-Tamil march. He was then 
protesting against a situation in 
which most positions in governmeni 
and business were wirh the Tamil 
minority. Today, as Presideni. he is 
suppressing ihe Tamils who have 
been largely replaced by Sinhalese 
io positions of power and have 
sought desperate remedies, includ¬ 
ing a separate state, to assert their 
ri^rs. 

Tamils comprise 12.$ per cent of 
some 15 million people: they have 
been in Sri Lanka for as long as the 
Sinhalese, who constitute nearly 72 
per cent of the population. Another 
five per cent are the Tamil labourers 
who were taken by the British from 
Tamil Nadu in the last ceniurv to 
work on coffee and tea plantations. 
Even though the Tamils are all ovet 
Sri Lanka, 4$ per cent of them are 
concentrated in the north and east of 
the island, around Jaffna; so much 
SO. they are called Jaffna Tamils. 

To understand the current phase of 
estrangement, one must go back to 
1948 when Sri Lanka was granted 
independence by the British. Both 
Sinhalese and Tamils were in the 


1 


forefront of the nationalist struggle 
and the contribution of Tamil leaders 
was no less than that of the Sinhalese 
leaders. But as is inevitable after 
independence, the majority formed 
the government. So. the Sinhalese 
came to power. And one of their first 
acts was to pass a law which made 
almost one-third of the Tamil labour¬ 
ers staieie&s. Since then, a senes of 
government measures have pushed 
the Tamils down in the affairs of Sri 
Lanka, especially in employment and 
business The reaction of the Tamils 
earlier was iust an agitation; today, 
however, it is one of revolt. 

Those involved in the present trou¬ 
bles arc Jaffna Tamils, who are high¬ 
ly educated and intelligent and who 
have been slowly edged out by the 
less-educeted Sinhalese. No doubt, 
the happenings have economic 
undertones bi;i they also have an 
imprint of chauvinism end intoler¬ 
ance on the part uf the Sinhalese. 
Although Jayewardene made Tamil a 
national language in 1976. the 195$ 
Act says ‘Sinhalese" is the "only" 
k official language. Tamils feel they 
I have been degraded during his te- 
I nure of office. Only three per cent Af ) 
the armed forces and five per cent of 
those in the police are Tamils. Driven 
to the wall, they have adopted the 
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I demhAd of a a^parate sut«, or 
[ B^)anr. which wa$ once the $l^n 
' rallied* Ky the radieel Tamil Timers. 
What els') divider ch* Tanill and 
'ftiHheleae are cheir relifions. Tamils 
<«re**Yimtly Hinkers'* end StnhaAto 
ktMddlHoes. They drees differeorly 
tuu. Also,'the TMMti AUl spddR (fie 
some tongue as the people in Tamil 
' tiM v.' ima e l$ewhere' do 

A^racriul governmertt would have 
retrieve the estranged 
Tatnils'btn insteaAn has resoned'to 
^lolMce.* Tamils have been beaten 
' Vfrahdtor' ur ed by the police and the 
ji>lTiiaf7 and detained without trial. 
'Amnesty'Imernaiionil has liatad in* 
'Stances of cruelty and solitary con* 
'T/HMenr of Tarn it 'detenus. The 
I emesgemy has beesi’eacended again 
I'iaHd''j^ln and’the press remaYos 
‘Oppressed under censorship. 9lnce 
'The 'K^^fance of Tamils has been 
• indtoasmiL the 'Sri tanks gmrn> 

I ment has neen allowing the anny-to 
I tackle the problem' in the way it 
I likes. The atrocities*tba armed forces 
"a^b''twmmittmg nvay put to shame 
' what'-tlse American • soldiers did in 
'Vletflgtd. The killings of “terroristi 
and their sympathisers” are indiacri* 
mitlatC To eover such killings, the 
govenmeni issued a regulation rvm 
years ago to authorise the disposal ^ 
bodies e/lthout a judicial inquest and 
po»t*moftem. This is where De> 
Ihf cumeitnto the picture. It express* 
ed Iiediff^s unhappiness over (he mea* 

N SW Delhi has bean impressing 
upof> 'Colombo smea then, to 


quicken the pace of granting 
cituenship rights to the 175 Ukh 
Tainilt, as was agreed betw«^«n New 
t^lhi and Colombo first during Lai 
Bahadur Shascri's regime and' then 
l^iterated during Mrs Caadbi's. 
Bwne action has been etsiyp. It 
l^pears ihai Sri Lanka is wflReg lo 
euRe a **sympathetic and co^tQiCtive 
approach” on other matterealao end 

E n to India, But New Delhi feels 
Colombo goes back on its word 
Bib) and agaitL 

• 2 could not go to Jaffna during my 
Peient visit; the government did not 
grant me permission and even Presi* 
dent Jayewardene said. Tfo.” 1 found 
there was no plane, Crain or bus going 
io'Jaffna The government (m>poses 
to evacuate the pe^le living tf the 
vicinity of Jaffna airport to make it 
t^e. The entire Jaffna area has been 
nanded over to the oUlnary. '‘T^re 
is no life in Jaffua." a top Sri Lanka 
government officii told me. addi^ 
”ltis the miliiary aD over. What will 
you see there?” At least one Ukh 
fisherman are idle because the milit¬ 
ary has blocked their access to the 
sea. Even otherwise, life is hard aioce 
the limited movement of goods to (he 
area has pushed up prices and 
shrunk avenues of employment. Af¬ 
ter talking (o Jayewardene for about 
two hours, 1 got the impression that a 
solution to the Tamil problem it 
pocsible within Sri Lanka. The Tigers 
may not like it because they want 
nothing short of an independent 
country. Since New Delhi ii commti* 
(«d (0 a united Sn Lanka, it can 
prepare (be ground for nego^tioai. 


Jayewardene is willing to sand hii 
troops back to barracks in Jaffna and 
begin negotittJOTU provided there is 
a joint surveiilaoce to stop the Inflow 
of ”men and material” from India to 
Sri Lanka. Indie may noo be training 
the (arroffins or providing them with 
weapons buttheee is linledcnjbtthat 
(he top leaders among (he.terrorists 
use Tamil 'Nadu end Kerala as a 
sanctuary; the joint surveillance will 
at least seel borders. 

jayewardene is reluctant to a time 
limit for a settlement. When I asked 
him to agree to e three or six months' 
limit, be kept quiet. But 1 think some 
kind of timetable can be worked out 
True, Jayewardene can go back on 
his commlnnents at be has done in 
the past under pressure from extrem¬ 
ists and the* Buddhist clergy. But 
India will not lose much by. making 
yet another effort. Moreover, time is 
not on Sri l^nka's-side. > .> • • 

If thinp are albwhd to detelio*, 
rate, at is happening, e criait like 
that of Biafra in Nigeria It In the 
making; sdll worte it may turn into a 
Cyprus, which Turkey invaded to 
save Cvpriots of Turkish origin. 
Already a war*like atmospbara is 
prevalent in Sri Lenka and the gov* 
emment and the people biame New 
Delhi for die situation. Tamils in Sri 
Lenka are its dtisans and India has 
DO business to give them false hopes. 
True, the kiUlngt must stop lo Jaffna. 
Mannar and other places. So. should 
New Delhi’s conneiveBct, If not In* 
(erference.. Whnt It la. dc^ may be 
good politics, but it is not go^ fof 

the country . .. . . 
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India is Buiiying Me” 


Sri Lanka President /.R. /ayewardene told Kuldip Nayar 


Let's start with the three 
m S things Indie end Sri Lenka 
have in common: unit^, 
democracy end jndepeod* 

ence. 

A: Then we forget the pest. We ere 
ficed with terrorists' threet, borne 
out only by the fects. They were 
terrorists; they heve become insur* 
gents. TerrorUti, 1 don't think, ere 
for overthrowing the governmenrs; 
they ere ell over the vrorld: es fer es 
Iren. They ire insurgents beceuse 
their idee is to overthrow govern* 
ments Now I would $ey it is more. 
They are the enemy in e wer*-e war 
between e group of individuals and 
the state. 

Sieiements made by their leaders 
in India* which heve not been denied, 
mention that their objective is to 
overthrow the government of Sri 
Lanka and estaUish their own gov* 
ernment; some sey (it may be e 
government of) Socialists, some sey 
Merxists. but not the sort of govern* 
menc that we have today. 

Q: Throughout the isJand it is on/y 
SeJam's ieeders* not the Tamil lead' 
era, who are saying this... 

A: No, 1 said terroiist^those who 
believe in violence. I'm worried ab* 
out them, not others—at Jeeit not so 
far. Then from the weapons we heve 
recovered->two or th/ee raids we 
heve made—in quantity, quality, 
type they ere meant for • wer. not for 
terrorist esiaisinatioos. I fear they 
■re not for |iit‘end*nin activities. I 
know nothing about weapons. 1 have 
got photographs. I showed them to a 
foraigiMt who has been in the war. 
He said these weapons were made in 
Genneny, UK, Russia and India. All 
this is for a war... 1 tell you this is for 
a war. You haven't got e list. I heve 
got one. Well, chat too has been 
confirmed recently by tvntten state* 
ments in newspapers in M Lenka 
end India. 

Also statements were made by wit* 
hisses and cepdves who confessed 
they are pltanlag an agitation. I call 
it tarrorism, which means a major 
offensive, (it would mean a) com* 
bined offensive ageiasi the state in 
Jaffna and Sri Lenka. There are 
about fiva or six groups, a majority of 
whom have been biding. They want 
to overthrow the inned aarvim the 
police and achieve their objecttve by 


govenung a cenain pen of the istand 
in the beginning. Wbet do I do? You 
record tl^ and go away. I am (al* 
ways) hearing (about) this problem. 
Now you can go somewhere and give 
advice. 

In such a situation, do you go 
around saying* Mends, took my coon* 
(TV is going to be inveded. I want 
your help. Kour predecessor. Mrs 
RanrfaransiJre. for instance, had 



Statemenls made by 
their (terrorist) leaders 
in India, which have not 
been denied, mention 
that their objective is to 
overthrow the 
government of Sri 
l^nka and establish 
their own government... 


asked India for help which she got. 
Have yvu esketi for that? 

A: <We have asked) all our friends, 
iochiding India (for help). 

Q: Rur you would agree with me 
char cfiere is a differenc e betweeo 
these rairorisrs. whom you refer to as 
Che aaamy of your country, and chose 
who hare heee waacing or struggling 
for democraitc r^fs. Then, the fast 
CUM / came here ■ year and a half 


ago, 1 fail you were inching towards 
some kind of a settlement over the 
Tamils. Then you called the elf*pircy 
meeting. Now you say. no, I am not 
going to have any talks with the 
TUIS. Whom do you want to talk 
with? The others are only terrorists. 

A. If they want 1 can talk with 
them. 

Qr Who are 'they'? 

A: 1 don't know. Then I want to 
have elections. 

Q: Anybody who has rc contesc (he 
election should take a row before 
you that ha belteves in the mregniy 
of the country Now. would you find 
enough Tatni/ candidates who would 
be ready to do that and enough 
voters to support them? 

A: We feel (hat. The terrorists 
don’t feel (bat. Tarrorism is ruling. 
Terrorism is supreme. Why didn't 
India help us? 

Q: But you have reason to heifeve 
that India is htlpiag the terrortstt? 

A: Then* why doesn't India help 
maintain my democracy? 

Q: Why should she not? 

A: Why? Answer ii yourself. Why? 

Q. / Chink it tvoaJd be foolish for 
India not to want to help you. After 
all. what has she to gain by it? 

A: 1 will come to that. Till the 
elections—the recent Lok Sabha 
elections—there was a problem in 
India because Tamil Nadu was the 
centre of the lerrorists' activities and 
some politicians were making use of 
H. And those in office who were for 
Mrs Candhi’s government had to sup. 
port the secessionists in 5ri Lanka, 
chough they were not for secession. 

Q: Did you take that up with the 
Tamil Nadu authorities? 

A: Not then. 

Q: Why didn’t you? 

A: Because the elections were due. 
They wented to win the elections. I 
kept quiet. This is not the right (ime 
to do that I thought. This is a sepa* 
rate issue to be taken up at the 
central level. Now that is over. And 
the Kanmanidhi group has beitTi 
wipad out. The people did not worr y 
about Tamil Nadu, Sri Lanka and 
Eelam. What 1 did iatom Mrs Oau* 
dhi and bar coUaagues about was 
that these terroriiti are in India and 
living in training caaps. They didn't 
deny that. 

Some politic Ians, Includiag Mr 
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1 really wanted to give , 
up the armed services i 
when 1 again became | 
President, and only 
wanted trained police, 
military police 
throughout the island. 

Why spend all this 
money on arms? Why do 
you want arms; for what 
purpose? We even 
stopped recruiting 
people in the armed 
services. 1 am not a 
soldier; 1 am not for 
war...l am a friend of 
India. 


Parthasaraihy, met them to (r> lo 
brltip them toftethor. Then there was 
M'S Gandhi's cremation end some 
terrorixrs went ro Delhi end raet 
Fertha.s«irtthy 1 reed in Indien pep* 
er». (like) The Hindu. th4t sume 
pnlinnaa^chad) met them. They hv« 
m iltb p1u>li room of the guest 
m famii Nadu Thai elsv 1 

^ found' 

I told *Mrs Gandhi that we do not 
meet the lerrorists. either from Pun 
jab, Tripura or Assam. They (terror 
ists in Sn Lanka) go to Delhi end 
I meet them Then 1 did nor take it 
(up) sirociRly because the all-party 
conference was there. So all 1 say 
now IS this: lei (us. fnrget terrorists* 
camps. If yuu want iliem to be turned 
away that is well and good. I was io!d 
; to file extradition papers. We waited 
for tlie elections to be over. 1 did not 
: want to do (it) before that. We shall 
do that now. But some people can be 
I exiradiled without papers if it is in 
I the interests of a foreign country; 

I chut is the rule under the constUu* 

I lion. Forget the contact with the 
I TULF. forger the terrorists. Can't 
i you help us to have an effective 
I surveillance zone, a joint surveill- 
I once zone, without ajnmunition com- 
I ing by sea? Yuu have (rained men 
I cuming by boars. We can control the 
j terrorists' movement here. That is 
my appeal to India now. 

O t H^ve you made a formal prof»- 
*osal to this effect^ 

A. I have not put it to the (Indian) 
Prime Minister formally but I (old 
the (Imfian) high commissioner 



You will a£ret with me, iir. that 
the Tamils are your dtiaeAS. They 
ere nor our Hahiitty. but yours. You 
know they have a grievance. 

A: What kind of grievance? 

p. Their grievance is that they do 
not have enough smy io the govern¬ 
ment. 

A: Who said that? 

P f am not saying that you should 
give them a separate country, state 
or the tike. But they are the people— 
IT per cent of yow population, or 
who want to have a say in your 
government. Of course, you did say a 
year and a half ago that you woufd 
set up a regional council or whatever 
it IS. 

A. Yes. regiooal autonomy. 

Q: But utifortuoately the talks 
broke down. 

A; No. no. they did not break 
; (down) We came to certain coodu- 
I sions: have more delegation of power 
, to district councils—anoexure C— 
I and in fact I proposed that. And at 
I the oil party cooference I said that 
' the district coundk will have the 
right to join the provinces and have 
provincial ministers, lliey wUI be 
responsible to provincial couocila 
We had agreed to do that. 

Bui there were differences on two 
points: they wanted the two pro- 
I Vinces to be joined. We said we c^d 
not do that t^ause firstly, we have a 
hold in the eastern province—10 out 
of 12 seats. The Muslim organisation 
, » totally ehetrs. And the other one 
was that the provincial ministers 
should not be in the second ebaaber, 
and they should be in the provindaJ 


Assembly. 

I said I cannot do that, 1 cannot 
make a miniiter unless he is In 
ParUaneat. So 1 said I would create a 
second chamber consisting of dele* 
gates from each district; if 1 can 
make a minister, 1 can give him all 
powers. I already made a minister—e 
TimiJ minuter. 1 will make a minis* 
ler in Jaffna who will be in complete 
charge of police. We were discussing 
irrigation, law and order. Then came 
the 2 Isi C^ember. I heard that some 
of the delegates wanted ro postpone 
the meeting for their own purposes, 
and carry on an agitation ageinst us. 
So I met all those who had come in. 
And I said we would finalise this. 
Already my draft is ready and I am 
placing it before the cabinet on (he 
ISth. 

And 1 h id arrenged to meet t hem— 
they went to India-* \rhen (hey were 
to come again in January. Two days, 
three days passed. Nothing came oft 
The next day Amirthalingam issued 
the statement without a word to me. 
Ir appeared on Sunday, saying that 
the proposals were totally unaccept* 
able to them. And I looked like a fool. 

Q: Still, shouldn't you have un¬ 
ilaterally imptemeoced them? 

A; I cannot implement them be¬ 
cause the district councils in ihe 
northern province don't exist 
Throughout the three districts from 
the eastern province they don't exist, 
because they commanded e majority 
ind the members have lost their 
seats. Our plan was to resuscitate 
them by law as in the registration. 
Whether (hey will agree or not, I 
don't know. So that cannot be im¬ 
plemented unless It is agreed (upon). 

Q Now, that you are thinking in 
terms of holding eiections without 
rhe district councils, do you realise 
rher the people may bc^cott them 
and there may be violence? After all, 
you are taking a kind of risk. Un¬ 
ilaterally implementing annexare *0’ 
would probably be a lesser risk. 

A: I will im^ernent it. They have 
all the members. 95 per cent of them; 
I have only one or rwo 

Q: Could that be e starting point 
agaio^ 

A: WelL we have not iliutighc of 
that. 1 will tell you why it failed. 

Q. You were not to blame bur they 
were? 

A: 1 don't know. We have put it 
before the cabinet for discussion. But 
I was going through it. (I wish) the 
TGLF went through it with me. as I 
pul it before the people, because the 
TULF had promised to liaise with us. 
They bad promised to accept the 
national flag, ngtlonaJ language, ex* 
cepr this Then we will fight terroi* 
itas. I must elsu convince my people. 


wmws* vemmiua 
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What should we do? 
Either you have to hit or 
get out, because nobody 
helps. 1 can tell you all 
the way. if India says we 
are with you. you are all 
elected men. we trust 
you, we are going with 
you. the rest we can 
discuss. I come back and 
tell my people here that 
terrorism will stop 
tomorrow. What the 
insurgents are feeling, 
they cannot understand. 
And 1 hear people say, 
Ceylon is useless. 







I am also an elected maa. 1 am not 
here by virtue of (the) gua. So I was 
left stranded. I could leave it to the 
cabinet. 

Q: Now that thret months have 
gone by, is there no way of restarttng 
this? 

A: So tny plan now is to have 
elections, I am having (them) to 
Trincomalle, in Padriu, in or 
Juna, but not in Jaffna. 

• 3ur you don't want to start 
^negotiations again? 

A: There is nothing to talk about. 
They can still accept it. Kew what do 
they want me to do? Comair suicide? 

Q- The impression is that if there is 
no time frame to the negotierions 
then it goes on end on and nothing 
comes out of it. 

A: Well, we will have electiona. 
There are the district councils, they 
will be given more powers. 

Q: So you wilt be implementing 
annexure 'C as far as possible eacept 
where it is nor required (and) trans> 
ferring more power to the districts? 
Bur at this stage n still does nor 
‘ retrieve the TemiVs How do you 
j retrieve them? 

\ A: Tamils? After the terrorism. 

; there is no question of retrieving 
them. 

Q: But they are only a few. So hew 
do you retrieve them? 

A: ] have no other way (except) the 
merger of the district development 
council within the province after 
accepting the council members and a 
' referendum in the district that a poll 
I (should) he held there. 

Q: Before I came to meet you Mr 
Parthasareth} told me that you had 
gone back on everytAmg you had 
agreed with him. 

A: (inrerrupesJ Where have ( gone 
back? 

Q: That’s what I'm asking you. 

A: What is he saying? I don't know. 
Where have I gone back? He has got 
to discuss it with me then, 

Q: You propc.^ed joint suri^jil* 
ance. 3ur don't you agree rhar there 
is no other way to solve the problem 
except by talking to the TVLF? 

A: 1 don’t think so. There Is no use 
(in doing that) unless terrorisai is 
wiped (out), ^ley will never help; 
they threaten (us). 

Qi You proposed joint surveiU- 
anee. 

A: Yes. chat is all I am asking (for). 
India is talking of anybody giving me 
help, anybody providing me arms, 
anybody giving training. 

Q: But you do have the [sreeljs» or 
SAS here, crafiring people. 

A: Yes, they cannot stop them. 1 
have SAS people, I am gotng througir 


them Mrs Bandaranaikc had no 
problems. It was after the July tHfis. 
a one and half year genw ide Now 
that all countries in the world, except 
India, believe me, they want to help 
us but they want a state. The lobby 
agamst us is strong, US has (a) 
powerful senate, the UK has (a) 
powerful Marxist lobby. Pakistan i$ 
sending erms. we ere buying them. 
ChtiM ilso (is sending arms). 

Q: But don t you agree rfiar you do 
need Indie’s cooperation? 

A: Otherwise n would take us a 
long time. Bui we wish to do it. Of 
course, there will be no problem of 
terrorists if they cooperate with us. 
Bui they (Indie) cooperate with the 
terroruts. I am positive about this. 
Terrorists say so. They are bullying 
me to give in to the TULF's demand 
for autonomy. 

Q: You suggested joint survetih 
ance, and that you for yuur part will 
try to normalise the sttuaaon in 
Jaffna send the army beck to the 
barracks and the police too. end then 
you start talks. 

A: No, I cannot talk. Today they 
fired (at) a helicopter. They fir^ i at ) 
an aeroplane a few days ago. 

Q: I was going to ask you for 
permisaioD to visit Jaffna 

A: But I don't mind that. But there 
is nothing to see there Onlv t he army 
and the ^ice: no sign of any life. In 
fact I (would) never have thought of 
not taking with them. Rut they have 
reached a point of no return. U will 
take some time to recover. There is 
no point in my being President, if I 
do not support the people. I cannot 


( talk to anybody. 1 cannot discuss; 1 
I have no placement. You cannot evan 
sleep there unless the terrorists are 
supporting (you). I can win a seat, 
but cannot unless I have the support 
of chauvinisu, which i do not want. 

\ Q: About joint surveif/ance, would 
I you talk to the TULF? 

I A; Weil, 1 will talk to Amjrthaling* 

! am. Let them give up Eelam. 

! Q- TULF, not Eelam, 
i At People think that. 

Q: Do you think that Eelem suppor* 
i rers would like to be dominate by 
• the TULF leaders.^ 

' At (The) main opposition to the 
i proposal (arises) because they say 
' one thing here (in 5ri Lanka) and 
\ another in India. We cannot trust 
’ them. Then there are problems as 
I they go into the terrorists'areas. If 
I they go there they will shoot them; if 
they come here (hey will protect 
(hem. 

' Q: But you are also facing a proly 
lem, and you think there is no solu~ 
tion except using the military? 

, A: I would agree. But there is no 
I other way out, unless terrorism is 
I wiped out . Why cannot India help us? 

I I will wttlidraw the army. 

I 

0 « Bui you say you cannot start 
• negonethos. Don’t you make 
any distil, ton between the TULF 
and £alaiD? 

A: The TULFis behind Eelam. 

Q: But you should starT talking to 
them. They are your people. 

A: No, they ere for seperetioo. 
Thtt is their policy. They have said 
so recently. lUl this happened after 
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December 

Q: Why don't you come to tndia 
and talk to our PM? 

A: I wilt talk to him when I there 
next. But he must accept this fact. 
Otherwise there is no point in west 
ing my time. Terrorism is stronit now. 
They regard Amirthaiingam as 
(someone} supporting them 

Q: Agreed sir. hut Tamih are your 
people, after all. 

A: So are Sinhalese, 

Q: Po they think the Temi^ will 
revo^r a/tainst you ? 

A. (They do) not think: they fear 
that. Not only that, it will happen 
And 1 would not blame them. 

Q: Since my fast Sri Lanka visit iS 
months ago. / find that the anti Tamd 
feeiing tends sfighth towards an 
anti Indian teating. Am t wrong? 

A; You are right. 

Q. /a that haviiii^e pi'opte here 
think that India is behind it ail? 

A: It is because lor the last one and 
i half months here the TULF has 
been Quiet. Ir may becume anti Sn 
Lankan Tamils and anti lndian fee)> 
Inga. There is one problem that we 
should take care uf. The 20,000 
Tamils settled in that centre, 
entire area around it needs (o be 
vacated. 1 mean Jaffna. 

Q: But dun't .vi/u Ihrnk that this 
refritory is. for all procticat pur¬ 
poses, in the hands of terrorists.^ 

A: No. we cannot settle people 
there because ii is an urban area. 
And (there is) nu land to .settle. 
There are 600,000 peuple there. And 
no ground to settle. 

0. Bat don't you think you are now 
drawing rhe line between Sinhalese 
and Tamils? 

A: That has not been there. There 
are more Sinhalese than Tamils con¬ 
centrating there. We cannot settle 
people there. 

Q: Has your tourist trade suffered 
due to th« strife.’ 

A; That is right. 

Don’t you think the strife is 
costing you dear? 

At What should we do? Either you 
have to hit or get out. because no< 
body helps, t can tell you all the way. 
If India says we are with you. you are 
all elected men. we crust you, we are 
going with you. the rest we can 
discuss. 1 come back and tell my 
people here that rerTocism will stop 
tomorrow. What the insurgents are 
feeling, they cannot understand. 
They love the people. And I hear 
people say. Ceylon is useless, 
murderous—(hey are raping and all 
(hat. 

Q: Sir, I have heard that a lot of 
atrociites are committed by the 
army. Wotifd you consider eppoinr* 


rug a commission to go into these? 

A' Noi now. Did Che British appoint 
a commission during war? I was very 
firm at the beginning. And these 
things started about five, six years 
ago. They committed various acts 
(hat should not have been (commit¬ 
ted), But there is e problem around 
(here. They have burnt the library 
and all that Yes. the army has to 
have discipline. And now they think 
(hat I wjs the one who did not allow 
(hem (u dn things (the) way they 
liked. 

Q Do you fear a mUitary coup? 

At Well, you can never say that 
necause they %vould not tell you. and 
(he longer the emergency lasts, (he 
greater the danger. 


ff 


1 know nothing about 
weapons. I have got 
photographs (of the 
terrorists’ weapons). 1 
showed them to a 
foreigner who has been 
in a war. He said these 
weapons were made in 
Germany, UK, Russia 
and India. All this is for 
a war... 


Q: How long ago was the emergen¬ 
cy imposed? 

A: From 198^—two and a half 
years nearly. Seev these terrorises 
have acQuir^ modem weapons. You 
just have to press the ^tton. A 
volley of bullets comes from the 

barrel of the gun. I spoke to a ger»eral 
who fought the Vietnam war. See 
Mrs Gandhi has gone. That fellow , 
came and shot her dead. He pumped 
a whole volley of bullets into her. 
Why did he do that? Not to kill her. 
Some blood lust. So this happeot in 
the world. They do it. 1 find then a 
new type of men The Viemam sol¬ 


diers fought when they went to 
America. They (suffered from a) 
psychosis. They are not used to this. 
11^ are trained for ceremony, drill 
and parade. I really wanted to give 
up the armed services when 1 again 
b^ame President, and only wanted 
trained police, military police 
(hrou^out (he island. Why spend all 
(bis money on arms? Why do you 
want arms: for what purpose? We 
even stopped recruiting people in 
the armed services. I am not a sol¬ 
dier; I am not for war. 

Q: All tight, but if something hap¬ 
pens to you, who succeeds you? 

A; 1 don't know...! am a friend of 
India. I am a lover of its people. 

Q. But you got along well with 
India during the Janata regime. Why 
not now’ What is the difficulty? 

A: Than there were no terrorists. 
They started after the July riots. 
Ramachandran was born in Sri 
Lanka, (he is) a friend of Sri Lanka. 
He has come here. 

0> Sir. you say they started after 
the July riots / studied rhar, and f 
rAmk It is a motivated statement, 

A: But they were against the gov- 
ernnient. But their planning was 
done very recently. The main plan¬ 
ning was (done) after the July riots. 

Do you think it might happen 
again? 

A: 1 think the people now under¬ 
stand that there is much more to 

youf VHDP (United Nation¬ 
al Democratic Parry) people are also 
making a row about it. Where do we 
go from here? 

A: I said elections. 

Q: But you satd it is not possible in 
Jaffna, that it will be a long time 
before you can hold the elections 
there. 

A We are getting ready to fight 
them. 

Q: Do you think the Soviet Union is 
somewhere behind it all, or is India 
the only villain? 

A\ No, 1 don't think the former is 
there; it is only India. 

Q: Is that your buocb or coavic* 
Lion? 

A: No hunch, but conviction. 

Q: If you think there are rrainjxtg 
eemps in India, why don't you send a 
parliamentary delegation. Let them 
see for themselves. 

A: Wbac is there tg see? They are 

not public servants. Your papers say 
that (hey have seen the camps. 

Q: Do you think now you are in the 
midst of war? 

A: In (he Jaffna area. 

Q: Well that affects your govern¬ 
ment eiao. 

A: They are bombing my planea, 
my baUcopten. 
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PAKISTAN 

Behind the General’s Election 


By Tariq Aii 

P akistan has recently experi- ly prefers a nilitaryreitime in Pakis mUitary reftitne in Pakistan is under 

enced a General’s election. It tun as ii is believed, wich good going a severe crisis of cunfidence. 

was masterminded by a reason, that virtually any civilian The single most important thing 
General, orchestrated by the government would reach an accom* which took place in Pakistan m re* 

military high command (i.e. the modaii«>n with the Siiviei Union and cent weeks was nur this surreal elec- 

Generals) and the desired results settle the Afghanistan <tuestion. Zia- non. but the secret trial of over one 

were achieved with the kind col- u) Haci’s desire to achieve some legi* hundred military officers m Atrock 

laboraiion of the Pakistani civil str- timacy for his rule, however fraudu* fort. This trial, which has nor re 

vice The opposition parties had cal ieni and tenuous, was motivated by ceived any detailed cuverugi' In the 

led for a boycott Hence the main the siiuaiion which has been build* Western press, is an evaiti of groat 

objectives of the Zia-ul Haq dicta- ing up inside the Pakistan army importance for the dictatorship. The 

torship were to ensure a teasonahle itself. Given that this msihunon is officers under trial jiuvr been 

i turn-out. The largely tame candi- the only solid pillar of the dicta- charged with the most serious off* 

I dates, of course, made sure that theii tor^ip. any Jissensiotis within its ence in the book, which is, “conspir* 



dragged the people out to vote. farce could backfire badly. Winning himself came to power is only une of 

The real question, however, is not an election by locking up the oppnsi- (he many Ironies nf this cai«. 

how many people voted, but why the tiun is. after all. hardly a new tactic During the second half of the 
Pentagon’s favourite Asian dictator for the Pentagon-backed dictators in people of Sind sparked off a move- 

felt it necessary to have an election the Thiid World. The fact that Zia ment agains* the dictaiurship It was 

in the first place. Thera was no real made (he attempt at all is an indica* brutally crushed by ihc* army and 

pressure from the Stata Department tion of his weakness The surface hundreds of Smdhis, a minurity 

in Washington. The Pentagon actual- signs may not show this, but the nationality in Punjaln-dominated 
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Pftkiscan, weie killrd. si^voriil hun¬ 
dreds subjecicd l<» n>r(ur<> and 
thousands placed in prisun MiihouC | 
trial. At one sta^e ii apiK'uted as 
though the rcvuh fox ilem^Kracv 
would spread to Kunjah A number of 
senior army ufficots wr(»te piivaic 
letters to /u jt the time and sug¬ 
gested politely that the time had 
perhaps arrived for a iiHiisfer of 
power to the fxiliticianN The U’liers 
were tent un to tlu< dii<H'loraie u( 
inter-services iricolIigiiH c in Is I am a 
bad in Septemimr ViKl Thn dissi 
dent officers had iH-j'un to moct 
informally during iIk- Sind move 
ment. What ihev wore pJimniiii! was 
riot a roup dViar. but an orgjni^d 
arid concerted refusal tu obey orders i 


Brigadier Imtiaz, known within milit¬ 
ary intelligence as the “blue-eyed 
jackal ^ 

1'he aims of rhe I SI were as follows' 
To "prove” that the Pakistan Peo¬ 
ple's Parly |PPP) of the executed 
Prime Ministei Bhutto, were in¬ 
volved ni planning, sabotage and 
ars*m, cu implicate India in the plot 
and pri'seni ihc PPP as instrusients 
of New Delhi; to divert attention 
from liidoSuviei allegations of the 
Junta's arming and training of ^ikh 
militants from neighbouring InQ<a 
libcic were several training camps in 
Pak isian which had been estahUshed 
foi ihis purpose); to purge the army 
. of malcontents and democrats; to lay 
i the basis for a Supreme- Court ruling 



if they were instructed tu shoot de¬ 
monstrators in the event of the move 
ment spreading to Punjab. The cuter 
ieof senior officers who run Pakistan 
decided that it was crucial to weed 
out every democratically inclined 
dissident in the armed forces as soon 
as possible. 

Inter*services intelligence (ISl) 
was given the go-ahead to plan a 
“conspiracy” to cap the dissident, 
officers. The planning stage had be¬ 
gun. The entire operation was mas¬ 
terminded by the director general of 
the ISl, Lt. General Akhtar Abdul 
Rehman Khan. It was Akhtar Khan 
who had, as commaiidi*r of a crack 
infantry division, pledged his loyuUv 
to ZulfiQar Ali Bhutto, the tnuntry's 
last elected leader, one yea( before 
the Zis I'oup of July 1977. li was a]«o 
the same Akhcar whu had led his 
commandos to storm the Prime 
Minister's house on 'i July 1977. 
Akhtar was assisted throughout by 


to declare PPP politics and “Bhutto- 
ism” alien to Pakisran and ban them 
permanently; and to identify the dis¬ 
sident officers and physically elimin¬ 
ate them, while claiming that a coup 
attempt had been forestalled. 

The plan was to plant agents with* 
in the ranks of the dissidents, orga¬ 
nise them into a loose “study group” 
and then plant Indian ammunition on 
them and arrest or kill them. The ISl 
decided to use a well-known Pakista¬ 
ni smuggler-millionaire, Seth Abid, 
to arrange for a cache of Indian anns 
and explosives. Abid. a dose person¬ 
al friend of Zia, agreed to become the 
conduit and he was accordingly intro 
duced 10 dissident officers as a man 
wit h I nflu ence wh o could be useful in 
the future. 

Within five months after the plan 
was first conceived, the blue-eyed 
jackal bad prepared a list of 1.000 
army officers from whom the dissi¬ 
dents could be selected. The list was 


culled from intelligence files and all 
the officers named were stated to be 
hostile tu Zia and the continuation of 
martial law and the large scale cor¬ 
ruption (especially in relation to he- 
loin smuggling! thai had tainted the 
army A hundred names were picked 
from the larger list. The jackal was 
instructed to tell agent provocateurs 
to "harness and identify" the dissi¬ 
dents and give (hem an organisatiotk 
The la^i act was meant for l/ahore, 
the largest city close to !he Indian 
border. Goneral Akhtar Khan him¬ 
self visited a numlnir of pnsidhle sites 
fur staging the “coup anempt." The 
.operation was cude-nomed 'The 
Hangman's Second Kope" (the refer¬ 
ence was to Hhutio. who had been 
dealt with bv the “firsi rope “).ln 
Lahore, only Colonel Yamin was 
taken into cumphie confidence in 
early Decemikcr ^ Thu operation 
was scheduli-d for the night of 23 
December 19H3, bui intelligence 
lelephtMic tappers heard two dissi¬ 
dent officers expressing their doubts 
about coming to laihure. These men 
told each nihvi ihai something odd 
appeared lo be taking place. Akhtar 
panicked. The officers were sent 
away on official business and the 
operation postponed tu 3 or 4 Janu¬ 
ary 19H4 Oil 1 January I9h4, the 
troops involved in the plan were told 
that they were needed to crush 4 
“bloodthirsty gang of anii-Paklstan 
conspirators." Large-scale arrests 
were planned in cam un merits and 
naval and air force buses throughout 
the country at the same time. 

T he last-minute change in sche¬ 
dule had an odd efiect. The venue 
of the dissidents* meeting was 
changed from the affluent Lahore 
suburb of Culberg to Nawan Kot. 
Seth Abid's men brought their con¬ 
signment of arms and explosives to 
the new venue in great haste. Abid is 
a veteran trafficker in drugs and is 
said (0 be the .Mr Big of the smug¬ 
gling of hashish and heroin to Europe 
and America from Pakistan. His men 
accidentally picked up 12 boxes con¬ 
taining a quarter of a ron of pure 
Paldscani hashish and planted these 
with similar boxes which contained 
arms and ammunition. The whole 
operation was botched by Abid*$ 
clumsiness Thus, there were boxes 
containing safety fuses, but no explo¬ 
sives, there were twelve sub-machine 
guns of 7.B2 mm calibre, but the 
ammunition for these was of 9 mm 
calibre. This became obvious as the 
boxes were opened in the presence of 
police and magistrates. 

Further pro^ems arose. Only six 
dissidents had Keen informed of the 
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UJVF.K STORY 


cbAng^ of venue for their supposed 
*'sociei evening" Only three turned 
up. The others were more concerned 
with their personal commitmencs. 
*nie Sind uprising hed been crushed. 
Punjab was quiet and many officers 
felt that, for the time being, the 
storm was over. Three officers. 
Squadron Leader Tahir Maqsood. 
Major Kiser Hussain Bokhari and 
Major Sadiq Abdullah, were guided 
to the new venue by an ISI agent, 
Major Shahid, a man who had been 
cashiered from the army for corru|^ 
tion. but had been re'employed 
the intelligence wing because of his 
close affinities to the Jamaai-i'Islami 
(a fundamentalist Muslim sect). At 
7.00 ptn, Major Shahid brought the 
three dissidents to the trap. He 
directed them through the gate and 
disappeared into a side lane. The 
three officers were confused and 
decided to stay at the gate and wait 
lor him. Without warning they were 
greeted by a rain of buUets. Colonel 
Yacnin's ten-man squad had opened 
fire. The dissidents fell to the ground 
apd Major Bokhari was seriously 
wounded. Tnree passers-by were also 
felled by the gunfire and died in¬ 
stantly 

The event was then proclaimed to 
be a conspiracy which had been 
nipped in the bud and arrests were 
made elsewhere. Over 70 armed 
forces officers were arrested and 100 
civilians, including women and chil¬ 
dren, were initially detained. A 
lawyer, Rasa Katim, who knew some 
of the officers,was also arrested. The 
imprisoned officers were kept in tot* 
al isolation in tiny underground cells 
(four feet by six feet) and fettered 
and handcuffed. They were blind* 
folded at regular intervals. They 
ware strapped to ice-blocks (a tradi 
tional sub-continental torture), given 
electric shocks, whipped, denied 
food, sunlight, fresh air and bathing 
facilities. A number suffered serious 
coUapses after torture. Virtually all 
of them suffered a loss of eyesight 
and developed numerous diseases. 
Their medical reports were des¬ 
troyed at the special intelligence 
bureau on the orders of Major Tariq 
Afxal and Major Masud. 

As a result of the tortiu^s. the 
intelligence agencies obtained their 
'‘confessions.'* They were recorded 
on video. Then a tame magistrate. 
Karam Elahi Beg, a creature of the 
military, was brought in to hear the 
'‘confessions." He was flanked by 
two hUJora from the ISI staff, Kajeeb 
and Javed. When some of (he ac¬ 
cused refused to make the tSl- 
dictaied confessions they were 
threatened by the magistrate and the 


young Mdiur^. Tht* mAin pcirpo«e <if | li 
the torture wd> to prove “Indian i in 
involvemc-m'* ami counter Indjdu ' ot 
charges oi training larnp^ fur !uktt> ; H. 
in Pakisun Suddenly, hi>wev*'r. ' ai 
pressur* iriph<.4te li'dia w;»s dr<«p ol 

ped. Wh,u had hapfiened? Tlw maior ' rn 
reoNon iv iha; rh<' high command ' SI 
feared a Italian reaciua; and ' M 

were wjinid hv .« fnendlv tou-ign ' M 
power noi pj.iv the “/nrtun card " (. 

A lum-.ir lo^M II mav have iwcu that «•! 
som-/ aim*/ criLsscogi-r' had uis i<. 
appt-ared vriili .j*icijI evidence pio 
ving ihai rhi rial was a lake fji>m 
the brgmii:ri|; lo end Hit- evidemt wi 
ConiSkuyd * cortfo^Monv" wiidvn in i vj 
the of!ices of'hi ISf .'tid destined for M 
imerrou.uc.*rs a; .\(rock fort. f*f 


The entire affair rreaied disveo 
Sion within iht* hJfihi*r rank^ uf ilie 
army. Acc<»nljriR«>. ‘»omr yi ilie ac 
cus^ m*ri. foiced to aivntioo lumc^ 
of senii>i ofli‘c>N and i>thrr> ptc 
pared b>' ihv mieJligeiiu' ngenriv' 
Generals hjbal Khan a.id Saw.u 
Khan were I'-ni*.-;’ I -finor twp. 
comiRundrr.. tUMujid anil 
Jamal, wvJl a^ a »iui?il«ct i»f Ma^irr 
Generals ,iro dri^-Ju-rs wt*r<- sack 
ed. Zia's own oiilo.tM «* r<-i.iry. Pii 
gadier K^mw.u I.'Im Rm.i. and rhe 
dc’iiuiy .T.iht.iis •-vi'*t. (/. t i*ha;ci 
Zahe<-r Ah-*•-: •• •*. iti.it a i‘« 
iiUej loi'.a i I- .1 ,*od 1.* ar.stvii i*d 
Altop'^tK-v -iCis iro Capiatiis 
were r**jeau:»l *''«vi,'i in Janu 

ar)’-Marcri Tri-.* (-'licu <•( aM ihrs 

on the armvS mo.MU* tanmit b( 
underestimated. The news (hat nas 
been smuggled out of Auock forr is 
also widely ko.*wn t^ithin the armv 
and It has not enhanced Zla's '<ti(us. 

Zia's young favourite. Lt (Lionel 
Badar, was in charge of Aitork Fort. 


with his Wife iiiid hruiher, was 
whisked wU lo rhv ISI hcHili^uariers 
in hlamaUjii lur more "Lnaxmg.'* 
This time he >uttun.bnd 


-ihrn thv- lufiiig army clique, 
'.'jii.ir (iciieials argued fin a field 
gr neral coun marlJdi but 

»he ISI, fearful 'hd( a ('./■.% might 
reveal too much, insist-, h . i; mdii- 
dTv court which they ^ : S •nnitol 

!iir more dirvcilv. The iii.il ,-i Attock 
In curreiiflv raking placv tiyhind 
liosc-d 'jinit s Whai has n*! emerged 
mil*. IS whi^l- (.nd the armv chiefs 
have iJ<-i idcri !< pla^. V»<’.h the 
(K-n«a’ sM-c;inrj out i»f me wav, Zia 
h.i5 •t.'iiird hanging people again. 
Tbi.- fiai, J ocficers are accused of 
high iri‘,.vin. Their lives are in dan¬ 
ger. It would be inmic, though not 
surprising;, if the ao-callod defenders 
of demiicracy iri Washington and 
London allowed any of these officers 
(whose only crime was to demand a 
return to democracy) to be executed. 




At the top. 

Even after thirty years 

Thirty years ago. Indian Tube 
pioneered the.ti>anufa6iijre of . 
lubes tft India. 

Today. Indian Tube-siill leads 
the industry Not only because 
It was one of the first on the 
scene. Of because.it the / . 
largest manufacturer of tubes 
in the country. 

Indian Tube [s at the top. 
because of the.superior qiMUty • 
of its pr'Oducts and its ability to,' 

. . anticipate thelneeds of. 
industry: ; 

Isn’t that what leadership is 
;all aboiifc?^ 

•Tt-TATA 
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The London Plot 


it could be Sonazir's hcsl way to fig/iJ '/Aa 


T he posh flat in che newly re 
developed Barbican area ol east 
London isafarcryfrom Hakisian, Not 
merely is it a cuniineni and a hah 
away from the miUtdry state. bMi 
cosy, unfettered and out of harm's 
way as far as the heinous designs of 
President Zia*ul Ha<) aie concerned. 
And it is from here that Ms Benazir 


the same cily had been cordoned off 
by the army .n diiticipathm of her 
arrival. SiiK'e the lime of the coup 
thai overthrew h«r fatht*r, Ms Bhutto 
has endured grrai humiliation and 
hardship in the hands of the military 


Bhutto, daughter of the executed 
, Prime Minister Zulfiqar Alt Bhutto, 

I and acting president of the Pakisun 
People’s Party <PPP), marshalls her 
resistance aiiainst the martial law 
regime. 

Ms Bhutto, 31. un Oxford graduate 
and a former president of this uni' 
versity's students union, is prettier 
than picture^ make her out to he, 
with a bright and perceptive appear* 
ence to boot. Indeed, with her apti¬ 
tude for tasteful attire and befitting 
facials, she could just be the person 
whom one would prefer to invite to a 
parly as the leader of one of the 
Third Wurld'c most important poll- 
ncal groupings 

Perhaps, as the child of ZulLqar 
Ah Bhutto, and given the Indian 
subcontinent’s prcoccupHCiou with 
dynasties. Ms Bhutto possessed an 
interest and inclination for public 
life. But sl.e har been thrust into the 
limelight rather prematurely. In 
faa, she is yet to shrug off the style 
of public speaking typical in inter* 
collegiate debates, as she revealed 
when addressing a press conference 
recently; and yet, she has to contend 
with a most ruthless opponent in 
General Zia. 

Her present weakness, and indeed 
uneasiness, stems from the reality of 
her escape from oppression in Pakis- , 
tan, and an apparent reluctance ro 
return to the scene of bairle. On her 
release from house arrest in January 
1964, she flew to the United King¬ 
dom for medical treatment^lie had 
developed an ear problem—and 
though fully recovered, is unwilling 
to go back because she is "bound to 
be interned** once again. She claims 
she wanted to return when she heard 
rumours that polirical parties would 
be allowed tu field candidates in rhe 
reccntly-beld elections (which they 
were not), but changed her mind 
when she came to know the truth, 
and alao, because, according to her, 
the Karachi airport and her house m 


rulers. But her associates confide 
that she might have become a linie 
war\ of suffering, and would, 
perhaps, like lo run her campaign 
from London, iliough she is still in 
seek }H»hucak asylum 
The inviratioA io ihe iniemarional 
media wac part of this exercise. .She 
appealed tu them lu help her cause, 
while emphasising thdi ihr parivless 


pulls were “a farce" and **seleelions 
nor elect ions." lhat the movemeni 
fur the rc’sioration of demticiacy 
I MRU), of which the PPP is a consti* 
luent, will ''successfully boycott ihe 
polls.** She even challenged Zia. 
sayiag (hat his nominees should lose 
their security deposits against every 
single PPP candidate ‘'in a free and 
fair general election.** 

While the PPP is probably the only 
party with a respectable base"4? of 
the newly-elecied members of the 
National Assembly (the total W'ats 
being 207) are said to have won 
purely on *'sllaheed Bhutto*s'* 


name^ihe results of Iasi week's 
elections have come as a rude shuck 
lu M'l Bhurro, and reduced much of 
her earlier assertions to just rheior* 
ic. The largest grouping in the new 
house is believed m be the Muslim 
League, with 60 seats, whoce only 
link with Mohammed A]i Jinnah is 
its mimencJature. It has no record of 
dissent against military rule and no 
disceritable ideology, which, if any- 
thing, goes in ihe General's favour. 
The defeat of six of Zia's ministers 
negali^s the charge of widespread 
rigging. And the turnout, too. of S2 
per cent, compares well with the 57 
per cent of votes cast in 1970, 

Bui (hough disconsolate, Ms Bhut¬ 
to IS siill determined to'aiiain her 
goal, ihai uf ousting General Zia. 
And it IS true when she says that the 
ouKome Ilf the husiings has nor 
grained Geiieral Zia any legitimacy, 
fiM the sovereignty of the new 
Assemblv, run in meiiiuin the Presi¬ 
dent's own unelected status, lemains 


in doubt. Wh«m asked whether she 
would consider guerilla tactics as a 
means of removing Zia. her reply, 
skilful, if not sincere, was, "We are a 
political party and would like to 
pursue political means." These 
methods now seem to have failed, 
su, sooner than later, the only 
alceroadvo could be rhe revolution* 
ary path. This is how General 
Charles de Gaulle did i(, while in 
exile in London. And if Ms Bhutto is 
capable, this would appear to be her 
only choice 

AeMa Ray. («ideA 
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Foiling a Conspiracy 
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A s t left Dhaka on my last visit. I 
thought huw lucky the people of 
Ddijeelmg were They'll watch the 
next insialments t*f ihe two family 
seriaU running on Bangladesh TV and I 
won't, t said ro myself They are captivating, 
the serials, and prove the truth of ilm 
quintessential Bengali principle that culture 
and language are immensely stronger than 
political boundaries and diplomatic demar¬ 
ches. Today ii is Darjeeling and across the 
other frontier areas. Tomorrow everyday 
technology will make sure that there will be 
no holding back the signals anywhere. Those 
crossgrained grey eminences who burrow in 
the offices of the National Security Intelli¬ 
gence and Armed Forces Intelligence in 
Dhaka, and their counterpans in New Delhi 
and Calcutta had belter cotton on to that 
fact soon. 

It IS absolutely certain thar powerful soft 
pedallers in both c<»untries work in a deter¬ 
mined fashion to keep the two countries 
from getting any closer Flse why should the 
elementary issues of linking them by direct 
telephone and a direct air service be gather¬ 
ing icicles while there is so much caterwaul¬ 
ing about South Asian Regional Cooperatiun 
(SARCl? Every time there's a meeting of the 
hilateral joint committee (here is an optimis¬ 
tic press handout. Then it is back to square 
one. Whenever I have talked to the officials 
of either country, they Invariably blame the 
other side. In truth the fault lies with both 
and it is due to suspicion and a blinkered, 
negative view of the sub-continent's future 
Take theatre, for example, which is enthu¬ 
siastically loved by the people in both Ben- 
gab. There used to be a number of scho- 


Neither 
Rabindranath 
Tagore nor KazI 
Nazrul Islam 
sang about any 
particular district 
but ol Bengal as 
a whole. So why 
not push aside 
the Iron curtain 
(hat separates 
the culture and 
language of the 
Iwo Bengals? 


Jarships for Bangladeshis at Delhi’s National 
School of Drama and these scholarship- 
holders were a powerful influence on many 
aspects of Bangladeshi drama. They have 
b^n stopped now. Any croupe coming from 
Calcutta to Ban^adesh or going there has to 
pau through the eye of the needle, that is 
the scrutiny of several ministries and de¬ 
partments of the government of Bangladesh. 

The Indians in their turn are prise- 
blundeiers. When Dhaka's well-known 
Nagartk tiieatre group came to India in 19S4 
on an invitation from the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations iICCR), they sent in their 
I professional requirements months ago. For 
their famous play Suruidin^r Sartjiben 
(The life entire of Nuruld:n) (hey needed 
three hillocks on the stage to represent 
three different centres of action of the play. 

' Ai the ministry of culture (hey were told by 
I the secretary that This had not been 
I arranged het ause there was no allocation in 
the budget for Jtl The ministry also wanted 
the troupe to go to Jaipur, not on the original 
' prvgranimr. Nagarik agreed but said chat 
. two oi their cast had not yet *'rrived. A 
' suggestion was then made: Couldn’t some¬ 
one III (he ministry who had taken part in 
Bengali amateur theatricals take on the 
roles? It was hke telling Zubin Mehta that, 
since the first violinist of the New York 
Philharmonic was held up, couldn't an addi¬ 
tional secretary's daughter, who was taking 
violin lessons, stand In? In Calcutta, the 
ICCR crtuld not find anything but a second- 
grade theatre hall for Nagarik's perform¬ 
ance whereas any Calcutta group would 
have been happy to surrender thair book¬ 
ings to the guests. 

The record in books is no better. Together, 
the two Bengals provide one of the greatest 
potential book markets In the world. I asked 
in Dhaka's New Market bookshops for the 
works of Kazi Nazrul Islam and was cold that 
(he Bangladesh edition was out of print and 
that copies would now have to be scrounged 
from Calcutta: a difficult job. 1 had taken 
over a list of books to buy from the Bangle 
Academy and found almost all of them to be 
out of print. Paper is very expensive in 
Bangladesh (despite a limited amount put 
out for cultural use) and so is good printing. 
Book prices are prohibitive. Result; Dhalu 
University published just seven books last 
year. Peoptv ia Bangladesh know more eb- 
out authors and buuks of the West. In fact, 
they know more than the people of West 
Bengal do. But the traffic in books is vary, 
very thin. 

Sitting under the spreading banyan tree in 
the grounds of the BangU Academy and 
lisienmg to the songs of Kazi Nazrul Islam 
one evening and of D.L. Roy, Atul Praiad 
and Rajani Kanta Sen the next, it occurred, 
to me that there is only one wey to beat this * 
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frey coo$pir«cy of snail, cunnel Yisioncd 
people: by<pas» ii. Individual travel is now 
fairly easy specially if there is a sponsor and 
so more and more writers* singers* sports* 
men. doctors, scientists, accountants, eco¬ 
nomists, chess players, technologists, mecha¬ 
nics, voluntary organisation people and 
women's organisation workers should invite 
each other over Neither Rabindraneih Ta¬ 
gore nor Kasi Nasrul Islam sang about any 
particular district bur of Bengal as a whole. 
So why not push aside the iron curtain that 
separates the culture and language of the 
rwo Bengab? 

Taking the Madhu Serak from Jessore I 
drove up to Sagardari and It was heart 
rending to set the decrepit state of Michael 
Bladhuaudanb ancestral house and the poor 
quality of the two old busts of the poet that 
stand in front qf it. The river Kapotakshi. 
slander now. still runs by Sagardari and 
Michael's poem on the river is inscribed on a 
marble slab near where once was the ghat. 
Iritlan Fakir and Hosen Raja's Homes could 
not be faring any better, I am sure. To their 
eternal credit the Bangladeshis have not 
changed the names of places or institutions 
in their country—it would have been stupid 
If they had because they are pert of our 
compmite heritage although they have not 
done much about preservation. Even old 
Dhaka Is decaving fast. West Bengalis have 
an aqually bad racord about preserving the 
homes of Sarat Chandra Chatterjae or Jibe- 


nananda Das or anj^neelse. (Did not Harep- . 
rased Shastri once say that *Bengalis are a 
people who*ve forgotten about them¬ 
selves?*) Enthusiastic people could try to 
join forces with their counterparts and 
savour their past in both parts of Bengal. 
There must be a rediscovery of roots. There 
must also be generosity in the recognition of 
rocis-^alcutte has not even a street named 
after that most Bengali of its chief minbters. 
A.K. Variul Huq. 

Cift-nsail or send by hand a lot of Bengali 
books across the border—send magazines, 
clippings and records and cassettes—chat 
will help beat thv conspiracy. “Xeroicracy" 
ia a powerful weapon. There are other ways 
coo. The only channel between the two 
Bengab that has always been open is radio 
(and now TV). If books and magazines can¬ 
not cross, what is there to prevent AU India 
Radio. Calcutta, from fashioning the latest 
novels of West Bengal into seven or eight 
readings <or into plays) as the BBC's World 
Service does all the time? Spike Million's 
latest novel fucknooo and Kingsley Amis’s I > 
Ltire ft Mere, for instance, were adapted i 
recently. Then why not the latest of ; 
Samare^ Basu and Shankar? Until the | 
administrations take off their blinkers—and 
that won't happen for a long, long time— 
only person-to-person efforts can foil the 
conspiracy, take the wrinkles out of our 
relationship, and lei the language and cul¬ 
ture of the two Bengali mingle. 


Until the 
administrations 
(of India and 
Bangladesh) 
take off their 
blinkers—and 
that won't 
happen fora 
long, long 
time—only 
person-to-person 
effort can foil the 
conspiracy, take 
the wrinkles out 
of our 

relationship, and 
let the language 
and culture of 
the two Bengals 
mingle. 


Remember your thirst love? 

Roiiiemlicr how your Injart snngV 

- How your joy took wing? Rcm(?m- 

her your Ibirst Linicu with bor? 
You can still taste lliat /.higj limo'n' 
lemoni flavour each lime yon Iiave 
a l.iincci. The excitement is licudy. 
Just like the thirst time! 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Punjab: The End Game 

The release of the Altai i Inaders from /ail and the appointmenl of Ar/un Singh as the 
Governor of Pun/ah have raised hopes of a settlement of the Pun/ab crisis 


B > any reckoning. Mr Arjun 
Sin^h*« sudden entry *nio 
Punjab has to be »eeii in the 
perspective of this troubled 
and scrdc lorn iKirdcr <i.iie bedevil' 
led by extremiNfn and tcrmrism by 
Khali.stani proiagonms and their 
aupporier> and syin|Mihi<ei>. Mr Ar* 
jun Singh is far more important (or 
Puniab ihnn be perhaps ever wan for 
Madhya Pradesh Ills appuintmeot 
took the nation hy surprise, especial* 
ly because ii came within 24 hours of 
his being sworn in as chief minister 
of MP for another term 
The suddenness o( the decision hy 
the Prime Minister prompted many 
theories to be floated in politick 
circlet' Had he been shunted off 
because he was becoming too power* 
ful as a chief minister? Had his wings 
been clipped because of his growing 
popularity? Had he to leave MP 
because most uf rhe MLAs were his 
nominees? Even as these questions 
were asked, there were other c|oeries 
too. Why had Rajiv Gandhi taken the 
decision s<i suddenly? Why had he 
chosen Mr Arjun Kiiigh for this job? 
Why not any other chief minister? 
Did Rajiv Gandhi think that the 
Rajpuis in his party would gang up 
against him if Mr Chandrashekhar 
Singh of Bihai was denied another 
term in office? There were a host of 
questions. In this surcharged atmos¬ 
phere came the report that Mr Sitar* 
am Kesri had rendered rhe advice to 
the Prime Minister that Arjun 
Singh's wings should be clipped right 
now as he was getting too big for his 
boots. 

Mr Arjun Singh's new assignment 
as Governor of Punjab is a crucial 
test for this suave, sophisticated and 
soft-spoken gentlernan politician' By 
his performance, to a great exieoi. 
will be judged the calibre of the new 
government headed by Rajiv Can* 

dh). And success in this cough and 
challenging assignment will most 
certainly have a positive impaci on 
the mood of the Indian nation. If Mr 
Arjun Singh succeeds as a politician 
where his predecessor bureaucrats 
have not made a mark, he stands a 
very good chance of being inducted 
into the council of ministers as Indi¬ 
a's home minister. In that event, Mr 
S. B. Chavan may be sent lo Mahar* 
ashtra as chief minit'er 



Aj^ea^ 


Left with jusi a few options to 
resolve rhe Punjab imbroglio, Rajiv 
Gandhi must make his moves on the 
political chessboard with caution and 
care. In releasing fvant Longowal and 
seven other Akali leaders in 
appointing Mr Arjun $in^ as the 
Governor of Punjab, and in clarifying 
that only certain portions of the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution need (o 
be rejected. Rajiv Gandhi can be 
said to have made some very vital 
moves in what vre may call as the 
“end game.** 



The release of the Akali leaders is, 
by any stretch of imagination, an 
extremely bold and wise move. One 
wonders whether his Ute mother 
would have ever shed her reluctance 
to make such a move. Their release, 
after nine months of detention, will 
give them the opportunity to renew 
their coniucis. and get a feci of the 
mo«>d of the people in general, an 
aspect thot may help ihem determine 
their future enursr of action. 

Ai the time the Madhya Pradesh 
Cungressd) Jegisl.'iure party unani* 
mously elected Mr Arjun Singh ai its 
leader and chief minister of the 
state, there was a question mark over 
who would be his counterpart in 
Bihar The tussle rhere was t^eween 
the chief minister. Mr Chan* 
drashekhar Singh, a Rojpui. and Mr 
Bindeshwar Dubey, Bihar PCC(l) 
president, a Brahmin. The Rajputs 
would gang up if Mr Singh was not 
made the chief minister of Bihar, Mr 
Gandhi was told. Some name* 
I drupping was indulged in. The names 
included chose of Mr Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh, Mr Sanjay Singh, 
Madhavrao Scindia and even Mr 
Arun Singh, a close aide of the PM. It 
was made out that the Rajput clan 
should be dealt a blow at this junc¬ 
ture. This could best be done by 
ge 11II ig t id of A r j un Singh and choos* 
ing Mr Dubey as the chief minister of 
Bihar. Thus, one of the most promin¬ 
ent Rajputs in the Congress^) was to 
be given a treatment that would put 
the others iii their place and weaken 
their possible cesnlve to plot against 
the PM. 

But if the move was made prior to 
Arjun Singh being elected CLP(t) 
leader, the opposition would utilise it 
to say that a leader who could not 
become a chief minister waa sent 
packing as Governor. So the process 
of his being unoniaoualy elected was 
gone through. And then, when the 
chief minister, about to begin his 
second tive-yeai term, came to cuo- 
sult the Prime Minister on whom to 
include in the council of ministers, 
he was told (o drop everything end 
proceed as the Governor oi Punjab. 

In a related development, the mo¬ 
ment it became known that Mr Arjun 
Singh was being posted as the Gov¬ 
ernor of Punjab, a beaming Mr Vidya 
Charan Shukla made no effort to 
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The Government’s Litmus Test 


conceal hj.s joy to a select band uf 
newsmen. He invited them to his 
house where he distributed “kaju 
barfi” and issued a statement, the 
first in recent years, welcoming the 
choice of Mr Motilal Vura as the new 
chief minister of Madhya Pradesh. 
Mr Chandulal Chandrakar is as de | 
pressed over Vora's choice as Shukla 
is happy. It remains to be seen how i 
Mr Gandhi deals with Mr Shukla on ! 
this score. What is certain is that 
Shokla’s effort to steal the limelight 
by pretending that he was behind the 
move to rid his home state of Arjiin 
Singh has been frowned upon by the 
PM. Shukla has spoken after a long 
time. Yet, he may find he has spoken i 
too soon. 

But to rei urn to the main issue, the | 
question arises as to why Kesri . 
should fear Arjun Singh's second 
term in office. The reason is simple. i 
In 1980, when he first became the 
chief minister, he was dependent on 
New Delhi But this time. Arjun 
Singh had selected his party 
nominees in u manner that must of i 
those loyal to him perMinally were I 
included ant! emerged victorious in . 
the recent Assembly poll. Thiit meatii i 
that Mr Arjun Sitiuh could emerge as . 
the most powerful chief minister in ; 
the couinrv tn Kestt's jcseccmeui. . 
thit was «i (hsiiuluou (act and could , 
be profiteNs oscd io ensure that the I 
poiiticol go mi in Uihur was pl.isvd t 
the wav ho wanted Jt Hence the ' 
story of the Congress Kajputs joining 
hands to put up a common from 
against Kujiv Gandhi ItwasaconvC' 
nient story, a plausible story. Most 
irnpnriant, ii sold, enabling Kesn to 
kill more >han two birds with one ! 
stone. One bird was an individual > 
and (he other a state It also might : 
have helped him move closer to the ' 
PM 

Mr Arjun Singh undoubtedls put [ 
up a brave front while anitwerrng a [ 
variety uf quesiinns. verv piobing in [ 
nature, from newsmen who ms'i him i 
in Madhya Pradesh Bhavan But ' 
those who met him alone ftkucid h«in 
pensive and neivous, unsure ohout 
what lay ahead of him. He was .11 a . 
loss to understand why he had been 
picked up so swiftly for this gulicr 
natorial assign merii 

The drama about the surprise |k>si 
ing had its impact. Many other chief 
miniscers saw unceriamty around : 
them. They all realised that whai hod ' 
hap])ened to Arjun Singh could hap 
pen to any one of them HowtuT ' 
powerful they mav be. ihvse chud 
ministers knew that their destuu l.iy 1 
in the hands of one individuii^ H,ii<> 
Gandhi Arjun Singh had bwn lucky . 
to have so many nice things s^ud 
•bout him at the time of his removal 
from Madhya Pradesh. Themheis 


T hings are apace again in l*un 
jab The release* of eight top 
A kail leaders imluding ihe presi¬ 
dent Harchand Kingh Umgotvdl. 
Jagdev Singh Talwamti .iiid Siirjii 
Singh Barnala was quic kly followed 
up by a series of announcements 
concerning the stale in I'arliameni 
and ouiside: The decision uf the 
cahinei sub<onimitic‘e oo Punjab 
to visit the stale, a reaffirmation of 
the Commitment 10 rcsiore jMipular 
rule and a discernihli* move to 
wards the withdr.iw’al of the ai my 
The Prion* Minister himsedf sol 
tened hi« siaml on tfu* issue when 
he lold Ihe Kaiyj Sabha irn 14 
March that rhe govenimeni hod ai 
no lime demanded that the Akali 
Dal give up (he entire* Anandpur 
Sahib resoluiion as a preconditiun 
to (he resumptKin of talks for solv¬ 
ing rhe lanjtle in Punjab. 

The Akali Dal. however, does 
have precnndirions and »s siiM 
treading ihe h^rd line Man hand 
Singh Longfiwal h.is f>eeii. Miice his 
release. making it ilvai iluii ihe 
road for talk- will 001 utw iir'il 
until (he armv is imlhd uui i>| 
I'lmiah .Mid an enguiiv MnlcTcd uiio 
I he riots following 1 he .issiissin<ii mwi 
of Mrs Gandhi There aie other 
conditiom being jdmed bv ihe Aka 
lis which Ihe govetnmeni might 
find unpalatable The relt*ase iM all 
llM*mbers uf ihe All Indi.i Sikh Slu 
dents FederalMUi tAlSSKi ai.d the 
withdrawal of all cas«*s against 
Sikhs who deseilett tin* .iriiu in the 
wake of tipcralioil Bliivstai I xt n 
one from laiiigowal down Ui ih< 
Shiromani t audwaia Pi alian.lhak 
Commute** iM>PC'i acting Presi 
dent Prem Singh l,al|uiia and ihe 
Akali Dal ennee 111*1. Siirian Singh 
Thcktdar. is making these de 
mands 

Pecliairs. •( nun* ini|>oii.oii 1*1 
dit.ilion of llinigs «• come e ihe call 
(hat f.ongowal has given 10 the Sikh 
ii>inniunils' Stressing that the 


mas Imt fur less U.iroiuiCe Nconebodv 
like Nasanidada P.itil mas not 4*s*en 
gei a g«>verit*?tvJiif; disliKigi 

mcnl 

The Priiiii Miiiisio's decision 
evoked s«*vcial oiher questlun** Was 
(his un impulsive Jcrion> Was ihls 
the new igyle o1 fuiicliuiutig' Would 
it not create on air nf uncertainty for 
all other chief miniMcrs. put (hem on 
tenterhooks end force them to be 
beholden tu Rajiv Gandhi for everv 


prime tusk of his pariv was 10 | 

lesioie (he sell-re.spcit ut Sikhs in 
the country, he has .ippealcd lu all 
menilg*rs of thi* Sikli coinmiiniiv to 
come (ogetlier ill Ihls houi of '*d(S*p | 

< I ISIS*' .md fighr the goveiuioenrs ' 
{xdicv of ‘‘aggression and lepren- 
Sion " 

If the aiiiiude uf ihc Akali lead- 
ecship IS any indicadun, ihmgs do 
not seem to be looking up m Pun* 
job The recent pa»T Kwims large 
tAer (he slate and rhe Akahs are 
HOT uttering a word atioul ilie fu* 
luic All that Haii'harxl Singli l.un- 
gowul has dune so t.n is to cry 
hruiisi* over whal he i iilhihe gov- 
ernmeiirs aitenikii to nush (he 
Sikh cummunitv. Mis long |isr of 
somplaiiKs liegins with Opcraiicin 
Bliiestar, meanders ihrough (he de* 
(eniom of Akali leaders and the 
rto(s and cnmen finally tn Uis allega* 
tom that the Sikh rummunitv has 
lx*en shiihhtly (reared hv a govern* 
meiit lluu has it sell heioine lom* 1 
mutial l, 4 *ngownl w<*iit as |«it as 10 
S.U that K.iiiv (laiidlii's niatidate I 
w-,«s one thai w is got hv iticjiiog ihe ] 
M'oriments ol ihe m.itoniv <orn* 
niuiiKV .igainsr (he Sikh'* .ill over 
the (oiinirv M*' has Ih-i-o umc | 
qinviAal in hiscniKisni I'oninieiii' 
mg on rhe army o|ier«uiuii inside 
the Golden Temple, he s<ud ih.ii ihe 
government had suip.issc-d "even 
the Moghals m cummirtoig .ilroci* 
lies .igainst the Sikhs " ] 

Keeixmg the sword 001 <»l ihe i 
siabhard. feel Pun|.d> w.iu hers, I 
(ms jiniosi (H'cume .< tu crssnx |r»r | 

I he \k.di leadeislup I 'en rhe 
m<Mh'iJlt*s H'di have to d < ti lor 
s^imetime tf rioi Iim .oisrhioc oIm-. ; 

10 m.tiiiiain rhi n ciedihihn iri The i 
Sikli (oimnunity Ihegioi irnueiirs ^ 
il«‘iis>ioi 10 let off ti “f I he 

der.lined leader ship i-* 
td>vio\islv a liiinus u**.! r<i u>iot:< ilie 
iroMal III Punjab Wheiliei 11 u ill 
In mu lorrh the nglu k«rir»iiis iv 
soiia-iluAg onK tim< vsdl loll 
Sankarthan Dpafeur. Maw OWhi 


* das lhe\ reinumed iti \\ is it 

I loit an insult id the ol ihe 

I l.l'lll ol MP'-* VV.i*, in,I .• .lor jlJad 
•. hu'f mill I vT bettig 'l ul .is 1 •<Iv¬ 
or uur^ He enjoyed ihi 'o.oi l-.ii kmg 
ot his I LPdi, ir was \i.u<,'il lit him* 

• s<*lf s«ud II x.av nor .10 u.-.ioi to ihe 
. C LPi h bur an honoui i<i|,j*n Ih was 
' proud that the PM h.id |d,o«d l.iiih 
i in him and he pledged !'> ch nin 

utmost to resolve the 1’uiiMi* i-mgle 

i A fgarJaf CarrMpendanT. Maw CMM 
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The Company a Minister 

Keeps 


n'liic U is ix'ln^sol up near Bombay s nciv Sohar international 
arrp<;ri. ivilf not oiilv U*- unup'^* locan.'i on prime government lend but 

nl.s'o (bu: io (i»f? u/fu iuJ /luiroiur.yi* it luisviijityadsojar. Shubhabrata Bhattachaiya 
invrstiyy(tU:!< Mh* Spr( ial tn^ulinent*’ ihv biitel i:asen/ayed, courtesy Mr 
Mii/r.slu*(i Abrrn Muni. Hu; f'nnner rnifii.ster for lourisu* and civil aviotion and 

pp‘srn{)y fbe rnini.ster o| .slo/jt fnr(?x<ernai o//airs. 




nrnlM' r tU «> lIMrill.l 

«til|Hiri S4k<M 
ill ii.ivi .1 horri m its riiu% 
*1 Ih J.« rij i'« Ml .1 Hi'lvi. 
iv iK'irM I ii|> Ihkit’l 

rtiliMi t Hi. .1 firiii (MOiriMMi 


wliuh 
l4N'1ll 

hv *1 \<hllli Mt'ATlU UMIC. U rliM.M |»? 
iish< l.iK’i’ I't'l. Will MMi (>nJ\ iini 
r|u<' (iMt* Ur Its liKiiiiiin «>i; 
r^MV**! IMIUMII IkM i|)'i(I iM'S.lMSr’ *•! 

iliv oIIk ;.iI |i.iir«MMi(,>r t luv. viijun tl 
thus Lm nii IdUMiliiU oi stiMM* 

OMMU' Ur/rMMU''>11 llH * 

J'fK.X W,J^ i M ; J*' Jn UU' M.iI).M.I‘<!i 
It.I I hut inirtisUT \ .i .^iiiuhnU V.ili' 
• MlU flu th> ri miumm .iiut ^ivi^ 

i’viulion iiurirsTtM KhtiisluU Aloiu 
' KJkiii hvIu> is iiirH tu MiirMsr«k 
, vniir loi tATruiiil .ilKui .1 Du viiinv 
I hiniilv mI Khijf'.hr'i! AUini Kh.in hu 
I Min. his dniKi i» I iuui ius Mui m l^v,. 
■ adeiKh’il I hr ^''tniionv Thi' >s.is m>c 
I (IU‘iinU'VIP iirimv^ lUMi ujiuh Mutt I 
J^'ClavrniiM. !,i0 uniJii Uw'I iif, 
I TIu pii M iil Mr.M»( 1*1 •hrrciU'M*t 5hr 
I vom|ntn\ h.is it U'iis'Mi \ u.i» An:rif 
I I .ij .ts «i Tiirinhi'.* toimit %«*cr.' 

I l.irir^ ti. (h<' t!rt.'{.uru'ut ol <it,' 

I Mil thr lx».kul Mr U Vrnk.M.ii.inun 
' I uhri w.is '>vi >t t.it \. itiuitsrn .iiid t uil 
, jvt.uiiMi «i( till' tiiMi' whru (hr hc>iol s 
Ir isp HiU thr liMi't iiuf lOK.if An i^irtN 
Auiln»fii\ •>! tiuh.i w.is hr'iM^ ucuuii 
.Uni) atul r r f «*’M.milrs, •• <hsUtt^ 
uuhnl <rlir>il m.'iI v.i'V.imi w!ii>.r 
dMi>:li(rr Is I'^.trrml rr Khurshed 
I Alum Khjii''. son 7'hr |mc''«*mcc •>! 
. txtih ihrso j^rntU'iMrii on tho 
* W(>ul(i Hot h.iv>' rviikrd iiiiei'csr hiu 
I tor rhr l:ui th.n lu tho cowmmcni v 

I evhu\ whrii «i |Kisi»n hdvunvnrvnv 

’ with (he drcisioii nuikinK t<ir a pn 
vure suii(iK«ii iho K^rd uf 

th« brnriu i.ifv romp.uiy k« uMt)e«»iO 
of. 

Apau fK»ni \ .iN.inuhidj »‘.iiil .oul 
Khurshfti Al.im Khun, jinthoi Vtp 
who iv IrivndW with the fvtinurti*. of 
(he l.nce inmil.v. C P Krishnnn 
Nair. ix ihr KrruU chu i tintiA^er. K 
Kuruniik.iniM Whih* Mr I'lU.I jiul Mr 
Khan weiii iiu( oi their wuv (ii 
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(lir l^ocla 

IViUj MiHt*! (in tv xJ«i>s hffure (he 
Uas*' wus .kCw.iII.v si(;ncd wuh lAAl. 
rht UoriUjv «((id Invundi um 
pukwim* hov sitrfic's .iKuji how Mr 
Kiirurukur.m itivri lo h^il oul Mr 
N.in tkllri Im* 1..i<j Imhm; sornsJ an 
t'l |)un i.4mt <V(ijMK noiito mi Novrm* 
Ikm f KriRrorlir* Mi Kutuiuikitr 
an s s«*» in uijh hr H nnluy iii (he Uvi 
plijsr oi rjK.P Ihr Kci.Uri thief 
Miinulri h.is lluis |',m K eo iitijble to 
lits visMs i(* Utiml'.n.) 
f.*v’U< Pi Cl'.’ IhurJ rs i ojiiiiiK up on 
piiiiu.' KOM'ihhvni l«iml nev fxi^l 
wlui !i has Ik’*. n ipvtn r*i *( I’li n noma;. 
’Hir lr>«M* Mid iMe'ice aktii’cmi’niK 
vnrh (lit lAAl h.i»( m.inv v(rac»^e 
ihai.u’(«*(itiu> .Anoidiii^ (o Ur 
R.ishnii Mjvur. (hr well known en 
vki<oiipri.iuliNt anil thirl ol Oreotvr 

h.iinlKsv I ui /4 n\ Vi^ii.iiice Commit 

tf*\ ”VtT\ M’lJont b«iv .1 prwuHi 
vmlaU'd sii Mi.iny »ialuios and laws as 
IavU Pi .no lloroi ” Mr Mavur told 
Si Mit> ihu: (be laws rioLurd hy (be 






* f 


! 
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kkyrOiH AIM KkM 


hnuA were: The Companies Act 1956. 
The Trensfer of Property Act lk82» 
The Earementh Act, The Indian 
Stamp Aci, The Imome Tax Act 1962, 
The Wealth Tax A.u 1957, The Gift 
Tax Act 1958. The Urban Und Ceil* 
ing Act. The Foreign Exchange Reg* 
ulations Act 2973, The Internecional 
Airports Authority Aci 1972, The 
Bombay Municipal Corporation Act 
I BBS. Develupmeni Control Rules for 
Cl eater Bombay. Building Regula* 
(jons of the Bombay Municipal Cor¬ 
poration. Development Plans for 
Creator Bombay, Geological Survey 
of India, height restriction on build* 
ing within two kilometres' radius 
around international airports in In¬ 
dia “One really wonders how such 
violations could have taken place 
without the connivance of law¬ 
makers and several implementing 
agencies. The whoJe project is ulti¬ 
mate in mafiaism at its best.” Dr 
Mayur asserted. 

T he Krishnan Nair family*^ prime 
business before the hotel project 
came up was Leela (Scottish) Lace 
Ltd. a textile company floated in 
1964, which has not been reporting 
much production in the past few 
years. Initially C.P. Krishnan Nair's 
wife Leelaamma was his business 
associate (hence the name “Leela” in 
the companies). Now his son, Dinesh 
Nair. is the manaciging director of 
Leela Lace and another son, Vivek 
Nair, is managing director of (he 
hotel. Initially, the Nairs planned the 
hotel on their own land but as politic¬ 
al patronage came in, the hotel 
shifted out of the family's land to 
government land. 

The Nairs initially planned to set 
up (he hotel on their own land which 
now has been left untouched, thanks 
to the lAAl bonaiua. In March 1982. 
the family, in order to attract non¬ 
resident funds, issued a project re¬ 
port, prepared by one Dr J.K. Kilsh* 
naswamy. who «fyled himself as an 


fU-M 
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**independent economic and (ourism 
consultant." Page 64 of the report 
refers to the location of the project. 
It runs as follows: 

Land Characteristics 
The existing plot of land ha^ an 

area of approximately 10,000 m 
yds (90,000 $q ft) on the periphery 
of which is located a 28 room 
mansion measuring about 1983 sq 
yds (12.000 .sq ft) After cordon¬ 
ing off this mansion there is avail 
able 8017 sq yds (72.154 sq it ) for 
the hotel project. 

It IS the imention of the hotel 
company to construct a 284*room 
hotel building in one stretch 

However, the company's ap* 
plication to the state government 
in Bombay for an increase in plot 
ratio or floor space index (K5I) 
has not yet been approved and is 
still under its scrutiny. The in* 
crease in KSl ts required to buiid h 
284 rooin property on the avdil* 
able land. Due to the procedural 
delay usually consistent with such 
variances, it has boen decided to 
go ahead with the construction of 
180 rooms in the first phase of the 
projeri 

Thu company has moved thv 
central govt rnment's department 
of louriMn to strongly recommend 
to the .state goveinniont the need 
tor an immediHte sanction of the 
higher PS I requested Also the 
company had petitioned the In* 
ternational Airport*s Authority 
(lAAl) of the central government 
to consider giving to the company 
on long iease some portion of the 
land contiguous to the proposed 


Irregular Dealings? 


T he Hcence acreement. under 
which LeeU'Penta hotel has 
b«en given 20,000 sq. meters of 
government land is an inieresrtng 
document with some unique char 
acteristics. The land has b^n given 
lo Leela (Sconish) Lacc Ud., a 
textile manufacturing company 
which has not much of production 
to show over the past few years, for 
a period ol five years (Iwginntng 
from 2 August 1982) for *‘beau(i* 
fication and recreation purposes.** 
The plot is adjacent to the land 
leased for coascrucoon of the hotel 
and that) form part of the hotel 
premises. Though the licertce was 
given to Leela (Scottish) Lace Ltd., 
the urilisation is being done by 
Hotel Leelaverrure Ltd., which is a 
different company. Notmatly 
licensed land is nm transferable, 
but in this case this is only a small 
irregularity compared to other 
breaches of licence nortnv. Clause 
three the agreement states that 
the licence fee (fixed at Rs two 
lakhs iniiially) could be revised 
every three years; thereby dearly 
suggesting that the licence is likely 
to be rencwvd Indefinitely (which 
makes It as good as a leasei 
When the prospectus of Hotel 
Leelaventure Ud.. shows that the 
company bas “acquired" 29.000 mj. 
meters of lAAl lend.»(is presumed 
that the licence has been deemed to 


be a penMiual agreement. Under 
normal circumstances, buildings 
are not permitted on llceneed pea* 
mises. But clauses six, eight and 
nine of the licence agreemeotclear* 
ly permit conscruction of buildings 
and structures on this land. (The 
buildings are apparently meant for 
* beautification and recreation pus* 
poses," $0 that the approach ro^to 
Sahar airport does not look 
shabbyl) 

the Nair family apparently Km 
been given the licence to make 
profits on this land. The agreatnant 
IS with l.eela (Scottish) Lace Ltd.« 
which is letting Hotel I.eelaventora 
Ltd., use the land. On the booki. 
Leela (Scottish) Lace can earn 
money from the hotel company on 
this account. The “beout^icacktt 
and recreation" motives of the 
Nairs can help them to eaaily 
siphon money from the hotel to (bi 
textile company. I'he curious fee* 
lure IS (her normally a lice oca 
agreemeni's benefits cannot ba 
transferred Wliile Leela (Scottiib) 
Lace Ltd., is blatantly vjolettog this 
stipulation and while Hotel 
Leelaventure Ltd*s prospectus 
issued m Lebriiery 198S provides 
proof of such trani^er, the lAAI has 
apparently turned a blind eye to 
these irregularities. 
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The Government’s Losses 


i n the lest two yeert the govern* 
msnt ho$ lost Rs t wo croree* el e 
conservedve estimice. due lo the 
whim of minister Khurehed AUiB 
Khtn. And • recurring ioM of 
ground i crore of rupeee each year 
hie been projected for years to 
come, till the ]eese*cuffl*licenee 
errengement on prime lend in Som* 
beyi entered into with Hotel 
Leeliventurc Ud. expires oo 11 
July 1012 The imemetional air* 
ports euthority of India (lAAl) baa 
allowed Hotel Leelaventure Ud. to 
use 36.000 sq metres of lAAl land 
near the Sehar International air¬ 
port 20,000 sq m have been given 
on licence to Letia (Scodah) Lace 
Ltd. which has promoted 
Leelaventure, at an annual licence 
fee of Ra two lakha. Two Uaea 
agreemeDts have been aigeed with 
Hotel Leelaventure Ltd., etch for 
9.000 aq a of land, at an annual fee 
of Rs 2.S lakha each. Thua. for Ra 
6S lakhs annually, till 11 July 2012, 
Leelaventure has been given 
charge of 38.000 $q m of govern¬ 
ment land. 

The land near Sahar airport ia 
lucrative. The moat conearvative 
eatimate puts the price of lend now 
at Ra 2.000 per sq metre. Had the 


lAAl a^ the lead to LaaltTeBCBra. 
then Ra 7.6 croree could have 
accraaid to the govenunem iaa- 
mediately et 14 per cem rate of 
returns; h^ lAAJ merely inveeied 
the sale proceeds, tbeo annually Rs 
1.06,40,OM would have coma in as 
ioiereat. Thus, by entefiog Into the 
land deal with LeeJavearure. the 
lAAI it aoiionally losing Rs 
99,90.000 or almost a crore of 
rupees per year. 

The leaae^uffl-liceoce deal wm 
enmrad into in 1983. So. for 198^ 
and 1964^$. Ra two crorea have 
been lott. The deal abo silpulatea 
that four per oeoc of the total 
annual turnover of the hotel and 
two per cent of the turnover of the 
fligbi kitchen shall go to the lAAl 
as royally. The hntH is slated for 
"soft opening’* (partial opanii^ 
whJa coastrueiion contiouet) ia 
Juna 1989. For a crore of rupees to 
accrue to the lAAJ on accouni of 
these percentagea, annual niroovcr 
of around Rs 29 crores will hava to 
be envisaged. Unless the hotel 
generates such turnover, howsoev¬ 
er profitable k be for the private 
owners, the govemmeni ceminly is 
e loser. 


hotel bite. This petition has been 
ret'4'ivc'd fuvourdbly by the lAAl 
ond when this petition is granted, 
the company would have enough 
KS] to huild 284 rooms even if its 
Hpplicatkm iM the state govern¬ 
ment is nni approved bv then. 

On page 71 the report goes on to 
sdV: The company formed lo 
promofv the project is Hotel 
j Leelaventure Private Ltd. This 
< umpanv was formed and incorpo* 
I rated on 20th March 1981 after a 
merger wa^ made with l«ela Scot¬ 
tish l.ace Private Ltd. The new 
company has taken over the 
a.tsecs of l«ela Scottish Lace Pvt 
I Ltd. including land measuring 
I 10,000 sq yds situated on Andhen- 
Kujia Road. 900 yds from (he new 
Sohar international airport. 

Page 37 of the report says In 
fact the subjec t hotel is the unly 
hotei which has had final plans 
drawn up wiih The architect and 
necessary approvals received 
from the government which ts 
>>cirig opened m the vicinity of the 
Sohur internaTional airport.^ 

It IS therefore clear that the hotel 
was (u be built on land belonging ro 
the compazo Hnd only some land 
contiguous to the hotel was rc 
quested from 1A\I on lease The 



promoting company. Laeia (Scottish) 
Lace Pvt Lid which was a seemingly 
flourishing company engaged in 
large exports of fatwic was myster¬ 
iously willing lo hand over all its 
assets, including the land for the 
construction of the hotel and the 
plans for the hotel based on (hiv land 
had already been sanctioned. Thrs 
was in March 1982. By August 1962. 
the lAAl by a licecKe agreement, had 
handed over 20,000 sq metres of its 


A photosut copy of a Mirr br Vasaoidada 
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land to Leela (Scottish^ Laca for a 
paltry consideratioo of only Rs (wo 
lakhs par year. 

Not content with the above land on 
laase license it appears that Mr Nair 
even applied to the Bombay Municip¬ 
al Corporation in the first inteance, 
to build the hotel in the name of 
tAAl. And the lAAl readily lent its 
name to such a gross misreprosenta- 
Hon In reply to the lAAJ's applica¬ 
tion dated 8.9.83 for permission the 
Municipal Corporation, by its letter 
Ref No. GE/1294/WS/AX dated 2nd 
January 1984 rejected the applica¬ 
tion on the ground that the land in 
question did not belong to the lAAl, 
The land referred to bear CTS No 
140$. 1404 and 1407. The above sur¬ 
vey numbers are those of land be¬ 
longing to Leela Lace 

On 1 Novembei 1963. by letter 
bearing No IDV 1080/1149/(181)0. 
XVIi Mrs K.A. H dnekar, under 
secretary in Maharashtra's housing 
and special assistance department, 
informed Leela Lace that the com¬ 
pany had not obtained Urban Land 
Ceiling permission fur transfer of 
land to them from one Mr Gandhy 
and commenced construction of the 
hotel without taking permission as 
required under the above Act. By 
this letter, the above official 
threatened in launch proceedings 
ugMinsi Leela l-ace. 

It appears that both the above 
violations were hushed up and. as Mr 
Vivek Nair would like lo pul it, the 
huiel was given “top priority.” It is 
also clear that a company vit Leela 
(Scottish) Lace, which had already 
been amalgamated with Hotel 
Leelaventure continues to function 
! as an independent company. In fact. 

' on I April 1964, Mr C.P. Krishnan 
I Nair was crowned as a “chairman for 
I life" and his son Dinesh Nair 
I appointed managing director for 10 
I years. Under the Company’s Act any 
I company seeking to amalgamate 
, with another company has to take 
the prior permission of its sharehol¬ 
ders, creditors and the High Court. 
Once it is amalgamated it ceases to 
function as its identity and all its 
assets are merged with the amalga¬ 
mated company. As thU has both 
legal and taxation repercussions it 
• would be in (erecting to know by what 
sleight of hand Mr Nair has de* 
amalgamated his company. The 
reasons are. o(' course, clear. Being 
flush with government land he saw 
no purpose in amalgamating and sell¬ 
ing the land and other assets to the 
hotel company. 

How Leela Lace came to own its 
land is yet another story. In 1980. 
Leela Lace filed a suit (No 1S23 of 
1980) against Mr Hair’s wife. Mrs 
Leelaamna. The brief facts leading 
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ro th€ suit are: On 1 July 1976 LecU 
L«ce lent a sum of Rs 3,4S»000 to 
Leelaamma at nine per cent interest 
per annum. She made some small 
repayments from time to time prob¬ 
ably to obligingly ensure that Leele 
Lace would ooi be barred, by the law 
of limitation from claiming repay* 
ment. In September 1960, when the 
suit was filed the amount swelled to 
R$ $.$S,000. When she borrowed the 
money in 1976, Leelaemme also obli* 
gingly created a lease of the land in 
favour of the company. When she 
pleaded 'helplessness* in repaying 
the above amount she did not want to 
make life difficult for her husband’s 


vompeny. So, she banded over all the 
title deeds of the land to the com¬ 
pany. In the suit filed by the com* 
pany, they asked that the land should 
be sold the court as repayment of 
their ab^e debt. Having cleverly 
created a prior lease in its favour the 
company had ensured that there 
would be no other buyers, teclaam* 
ma gave away over 6367 s<]. metres of 
prime land for a total sum of R$ 
seven lakhs. It must be remembered 
that 10,000 M| yds of this very same 
land was valued at R$ 2 7S crores by 
the Nairs in their projeci report for 
the purpuse of selling it to the hotel 
company and for collection of money 


from non-residents and others. Why 
was all this resorted to when Mr C.P. 
Krishnan Nair and his wife, then as 
well as nuw. continue to reside 
together? 

In 1976, the Urban Land Ceiling 
Act came into being. It required 
prior permission of the government 
before any transfer of land could 
take the place. Every transfer of land 
also involved payment of stamp duty 
upto 1$ per cent of the market value 
of the land. To avoid both people 
started filing collusive suits and 
thereafter arriving at a compromise 
to get an order from the court. 
Though this device certainly enabled 


‘We Are Not Breaking Any Rules” 


C.P. Krishnan Noir (old Sundav 


O , How dfd you make this Jvmp 
* from fmhioo$ to thmhotoi bwu- 
009$? 

Ai Our Leela Lac* factory aat op 
ia 1962 hu botn }uat a few kau 
from Sahar and so ii oor bungalow. 
Tha land on which tha factory was 
bufh (9.000 aq autraa) balongad to 
tba Bolglan cojuulata and w« 
bought it ovor. In 197M0 when 
Sahar airport came up UtoraUy io 
oor backyard, 1 uaod to aoe the 
wdloes queuoa of taxis and tha 
probleau that tba tourists bad and 
it struck ma that we could put up • 
hotol and a flight kiichan. tha only 
fivO'Star hotol in the arao was the 
Centaur. We had to cooven our 
land wh*ch was for iaduasrial 
punMMos to coo^et^ reaideatial 
to put up tha hocaL All sorts of 
huralaa fw this dungs ed land usa 
WM put durbig Mr Aatulay’s rag 
tee iM wa flaally gat it hi 19S2 
during Ur Vasentdada Fa Urs 


Jk iriB Mid that sm^pr^orrni' 
teJ ttgaiBugf hr gaoftg tba iaod 
cbnap( y -/at aanuc&i# dfta .fts 
/o«r*anM-bn// Ukht Mtunisttr 
wdin if note Xa te aorm. 

4L Ourtesdwasmtteiouatotba 
ttepart oMtedey knd nd it bad 
tean te abe* 1162. Lasda 

l.a«a» pr.vaietart of Hotel 
U^aynte to aattW 
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oo this laod but this encroachment 
was regularised and tubsaquentiy 
glvtfi 00 lease. They got an addi* 
tioaii 1.200 iq. Datras in oceopa* 
don. Hotel Loalaventure got 16.000 
aq. satres on lease for 30 years and 
11,000 eq. metros of marshy land oo 
licuca for five years for bMUtifica- 
tioA. It is this lattar land which is 
the OBv y ol everybody but we are 
ierraUing the land ate. at our own 
coat for a garden. The land is cat* 
tatey not worth Rs six crorat. Just 
recently a plot of land next to oura, 
soma 16,000 sq. metres was told for 
Rj 36 lakhs. So you see your figures 
are not correct. 

Q: Tile leas# you hove sayr it is 
tor 2d yosn, 7 soarbs arid 19 days, 
such 0 curteA time frame? 

Jl Tha laasa is for 30 years. You 
sea tha lease was gtvan to Loala 
Lace for 30 years fas July 1962 when 
it was migloaUy puniisg up tbe 
hotel. Then, since Hotel 
Leelaveatura was formed, tbis b* 
cence was transferred to the hotel 
compeoy so tbe lease came iaie 
effect 00 22.11.63 and will be in 
force as tbe document says (shows 
the documeor) dU 11.7.2012. 

lAAl, io addition to tbe lease rant 
■mattwrifig to Rs 7.25 lakhs per 
aanuB wiD also get two per ceot of 
the ^Mi tumovar of tbe hotel and 
fiitet kffctwn. wM^ works out to 
dbout Rs 14 techs la the first srear. 
Rs iS iaiths a tbe aectmd year and 
teooi Rs 20 Utes in the third year. 
As the ft ft u sa s ’ increases, com* 
gtetelte far *1AA1 also will io> 
eakhte' J**** ^ T*" iaformadoo. 








naterteea have ^ven 
k tegort to flte fmlow* 
taaale 01^ kbdwa. 


Taj Hotels and flight klceheo and 
Mteao Hotels and flight klicboik 
They have each got about 20,000 agi 
aetras. 

0* Old the Miictioo of p on om 
like Mr F. J. Famaitdes, ivho is 
c/oaa to hdr Khunh^d AJom JUian 
and Dr Vtakatramon he/p you gar 
Che faciVines like /and uae chaage 
imatediarefy? U is said that you 
have faeon aliowad to boUd more 
floors, sad conrwaa more FSi 
tbaro^, because of your cdsuiec* 
chuis. 

A: We got this long before Mr 
Fernandes was Inducted, Praxy 
(Feroandes) has been a good and 
dear friend of mine for several 
years. Wheo ha was additional tea* 
tile commissioner. 1 was a member 
of the bandloom board and cben 1 
also worked with him on the execu¬ 
tive committee of tbe Apperel Ex^ 
port Promotion Couacil. When 
Proxy was chairman of tba State. 
Trading Corporatiocu 1 was then 
promoting Bleeding Madras fabrics 
and he sued ma to channalisa my 
imports through STC whidi I did.' 
So when Praxy returned to Isdie 
last year after his, assignment 
abroad, 1 invited him to Joni artt 
board. He is a clean and epsteR 
men. Why should we be dattmd am 
privilege of putting up a hotri aad. 
why sh^d only some peopi e hte 
the monopoly for this? m te4/ 
good CMC. Betides aR due* 
foreign ex^axige are glean aMBfe 
PSL Wa are net in eba alippitlife 
to wa are not baaaklng anndtem 
» also • lie that wa sarattawi 
approach roadta dm YoShm 
Hostel 
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Bhoomi-puja Before 


H o»r much of lAAI Und has rba Kurla Road, viila^ Bii 
Hotel Leeli'Penta acouired? &urvev No. !4t foart) 



ei Hotel Leeli'Penta ac<}uired? 
Accordma lo the proapectua issued 
by Hotel Laalaventure Ltd. in 
Pebnitry 19S5 (wheo a public issue 
wu floacedir^ha company has ac* 
qui/ed lat^ admeasuring 29,000 
eqm from lAAI bn lease/licence for 
the purpose of set ting up a hotel/ 
flight kitchen.** The hhoe«i/ puja 
(found ation*stoRe ceremony) fur 
the hotel was performed on 16 
October f9$3, thiw days before the 
actual leaae agreemenr was signed. 
Ibe chief mloisier of Maharashtra, 
Vasantdada Padl and union min is* 
ter of state for tounsm and civil 
aviation, Khurshid Alam Khan 
^graced the occasion* (as par the 
invitation card iisuad by 
LeaUventura). On 19 October* the 
laase acraemeni was signed and 

£ veti ratrospecnve effact from 2 S 
rptenber 19fS. This lease was for 
a period 28 years nine months 
and 19 days, slated to terminait on 
11 July 2012. The area leased ^ 
this agreement was: *PJot of land 
(marked ia sketch artacbed) con* 
Mining 9.000 iq m in the district of 
Bombay. Andheri (EasiK Andheri* 


Kurla Road, village Bdarat. baariag 
survey No. I4t (part) aod eta Ho. 
140S north of Yellow Fever 
al, south of AndhervCurla Road, 
east of property belonging to Leeta 
(Scottish) Lace PrivaM Lsd. tad 
West of new ai^iroach road to car* 
minal U * 

Another lease agreeaem was 
signed, also for 9.000 sq » of Uod. 
on 22 November I98X Thia Unse. 
the period was for 26 years sevaa 
months end 19 days, tanai&atlngi 
like the previous agreement, on 11 
July 2012 Here, though the lease 
amount remained unchanged at Rs 
2.S lakhs per year, the area co v er ed 
varied. Other details remaining 
same, the description became *sur* 
vey No. 13S (part) and 141 (part) 
artd cts No. 140$ and 1407 and 
1411/12 north of Yellow Fever Bos* 
pital....” 

Thtu. in two lease agreements, 
different plots of lend (wish some 
commonality). lotsIUng IgJMOsq m 
was given. In addition, by a 
agreement, for an annual feo of Rs 
two lakhs 20.000 eq a land was 
given to Leela (Scottish) l^ce Pvt 


Igdl telAAIms2 Augve 1961 This 
l^&amne to ^ hotel Miect. 


Isid&aaBM to ^ hotel ^fect. 
Hganr. 36JI00 eq m and oot 29JM0 
eq m (as ffran in toa pnapmtm) 

g wn gtte by lAAl M Hotel 
Pecua. 

leaaa parted is iAtacacdBg. s 
provirtona of the Inceraa* 
Aiiporta Aotoarhy of lOfUa 
Act, 197U (saetton IS) ^ lAAI U 
iMlowed to e«er into leaet mid 
comracts for opto 30 ysari. Rtiyeald 
this period. gev arB Biamiwreval is 
requked. As toe toen civU eriatton 
secretary. MAUCoUi. did nor agree 
with the land loot, be was coove* 
niently bypassed by the minisrer'i 
offfea by caUfig advanuge ol the 
30'yaar tdpuUm of the lAAl Act. 
NomaUy leases are for 99 yaars in 
sudt Issui daals. With Hotel LesU* 
Pents coming up oe a lavish scale. 
Sa It posHbla to tmagfne that on 11 
July 2012 tlM lAAJ mil reenter in 
land? The sbort*eircuit route 
adopted by the frleadi of 
Leal a v —owe shows bow goven* 
ment caa bs made pliable to 
mmissenal vtobns. 


dvoidance of stamp duty it cannot 
circumvent the obligation under Sec¬ 
tion 20 of the Urban f^nd Ceiimg 
Act to obtain prior permission of the 
Urban Land Ceiling authorities 
whenever therv Is any vacant land 
involved. And in this case there arv 
Over 8,000 sq yds nf vacant land out 
of a total areu of 10.000 sq vds 
The most peilinrnt issue that 
arises is the attitude of the lAAI. The 
entire land of iht: lAAI probably 
running into several thousand acres 
was acquit ed around 1990 from pri¬ 
vate owners for the purpose of 'ex¬ 
pansion and development of Bombay 
airport.' Compensation paid lo the 
owners was so httle that many of 
them did not care to claim it. Whai is 
now being sought to be done to those 
plots? In 1984, the Indian Express 
had published a report which por- 
craved a startling picture of two 
builders of Bombay who had started 
the con&rructinn nf X7 multi storeyed 
buildings on lAAl land at Vakola 
near Bombay airport. The newspaper 
reported that despite its attention 
being repeatedly drawn to this mat 
ter. thelAAldid nothingabout it. Mr 
Nair may not be the only Inckv 
recipient of the lAATs benevolence 
It is reported that three other five 
scar hotels have tieea sanctioned by 


I the lAAl un land taken away from 
I hapless owners for a ^public pur* 
I PUM'.’ 

T hv "ultimate in mafiaism” charge 
of 111 Kashmi Mayur may not be 
able to slop the Leela*Penta Hotel 
now li has the attractive col'abora* 
non of the international “Fema" 
chain, promoted hy BriUsh Airways. 
Swissair and Lufthansa. The con¬ 
struction IS going on rapidly and a 
five-star hotel n(*i beinga^anty. the 
government's demolition squads can* 
not reach Leeln-Penta. (Interesting¬ 
ly. while demohiiun of unauthorised 
striKlures espeiiallv on government 
land are de^* with severely, the 
lAAI 1 $ oblivious of the violations by 
Leela Penra, During the recent 
; Maharashtra Assembly polls, the 
CongresslI) candidate from South 
Bombay’s Colaba seat. Marzban Pat- 
rawala. got a few public lavatories 
ennstruccod for “jh ug gi" dwcUcr9 
near Cuffe P.irade. ’^e Bombay 
Municipah-iy immediately de* 
mohslii-d The* "unauthorised struc¬ 
ture.’ u:iich wav meant for public 
good Apparently the norms are 
dificrent where five*$iu hoteli are 
Concerned. 

The leela Pc*ni.i episode is not the 
only one in Khurshed Alam i6mq*s 


regime where "mafiaism'' was prom¬ 
oted. He wrote a letter to the chief 
minister of Maharashtra in October 
J984 (see xerox copy) in which he 
espoused the cause of the (U)adhari 
brothers. (The Galadhans of Dubai 
had been declared proclaimed offen 
ders in India due lo gold smuggling 
some years back.) suhday had sought 
Khurshed Alam Khan's replies to all 
the specific issues raised ^ us in this 
report as wcU as on the letter which 
he wrote favouring the Galadharis. 
While refusing to answer questions 
on Leela Penta (because the lAAI, 
apparently without the minister’s 
knowledge, had allotted the land) 
the minister wrote to Sunday that he 
did "recall that a usual letter of 
recommendation was given in nor¬ 
mal course" nrgarding the Galadhar* 
is- In that letter, while recommend¬ 
ing the case of a party which bad 
been banned from Indie due to smug* 
gling (ictivities, Mr Khan had “$ug* 

gested" to the Maharashtra chief 
minister that the Galadhari request 
should be considered on "priority 
basis * One wonders how many such 
"usual lerten” were written by Khur- 
sbed Alam Khan "in normal course" 
during his days as minister for tour- 
iin and civil aviation. 
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Catch your true reflection 
in these live, vibrant fashions 




Rkh texluft*. fubile 
(hides. In a wide ruige to 
complemeni your every 
iQood. Woven on 
tophislicated, fully 
automated machine*, 
stamped with the 
exceUence of intensive 
RAD and indeed 
Ttcomraended by (op 
fashion desifners. An 
exclusive coUeciion 
brou|hi to you through 
Indian mo«t enlightened 
and largest chain of 
showrooms and retailers. 
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Dress Materials. 
Sarees. 
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at home in dockyards, 
covering the risks 
in shipping. 


Wa^e^ousi^g, foading and comprehensive cover in high- 

unloading of ton nes and ton nes ol investment, h igh- risk projects, 

prec ious cargo. Waterfront pi Ifera^. M ational does it. 

High sea tornadoes and other perils. National Insurance. Well connected 

Shipping can be prone to a lot of with India's core industries. Not just 
hazard. Unless you're covered by shi^rtg, mining and steel, but oil. 

insur^Mice from eveiy possible ar>gle. jute, tea, chemicals—the lot 
The kind of coverage one has come 
to expect from Natior>al Ir^rance. 

While National is, essential^, an 
company,* it has neld 
personnel who knw shippir^ 
hazards like the backed their own 
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A still rnuBthf Innctk tltm. UMtiOntlhU Vh 


J ean Renoir once »eid that vlsi* 
tors CO international film feativ- 
als were like pilgrims at holy 
places, looking for miracles. He 
was talking chiefly about Cannes and 
Venice and Berlin, nor Moscow or 
Karlovy Vary where film events are 
organised much like the Olympic 
games, each cnuniry having the same 
right to compete, regardless of 
whether they are good or nut. 

If one talks to the organisers of the 
Big Trio, even in the midst of diffe 
rent upinions.there is a contrary hut 
eventually converging agreement on 
one point: there are just not that 
many top quality international film 
productions these days. Without 
sounding loo dismissive, one can 
forget about the cliche that there are 
too many film fesiivals in the world 
and not enough good films to go 
around. As Muritr dc Hadeln, direc 
tor of the RtTlinalc says: **ThcreS an 
abuse uf the ttrm film festival, when 
film weeks nr friendly little gather¬ 
ings' are spoken of in the same 
breath as the 'A* tests." He adds. "On 
the other hand, film festivals today 
are a very important way of promot* 
ing cinemas in general. Due co the 
increase, and nut the decline, in the 
number of film productions worT 
Jwide, and provided the film festival 
has a strong enough backbone fimin* 
dally to move around the world, 
we'li be able to continue with the 
product of the new and older pro¬ 
ducers.’* 

He may well have added, "pro 
vided there is a will to have a film 
festival in the first place." How 
many people in India, let alone the 
world of cini ma internationally, 
know that the New Delhi Kestival. 
like Cannes and Berlin, has an *A’ 
rating? And this non-starter of a 
festival cannot even complain of 
lacking a "fmandal backbone." The 
chance of filling the vacuum left by 
the demise of l^th rhe Teh.ran and 
the Manila International Film PeMiv 
als has been sadly lost for ever ind j 
the new Tokyo Film Festival being 
planned for an unveiling this year 
looks like it is all set to capture the 
Asian scene. 

The initiative, being taken by (he 
Far East generally to dominate the 
film scene.was pinpointed at this 
ywar's Berlinalc by the eggressive 
promotion mounted by the South 
Koreans. This correspondent hap¬ 
pened to be in the press room for still 
photographs when two German jour¬ 
nalists walked in and asked for a 
photograph each of HoJt and Fear. 


4 A Min from the Grrek film. iagAAT 

C amsiifidtt 


The former, while withdrawn from 
(he competition sectimi, did get a 
showing in the special screenings 
suction while Fear was shown in the 
market. This correspondent heard 
the prl at (hu stills counter tell the 
Germans that she had only been 
given four stills and they had long 
since been given away. The journal- j 
IMS had hardly walked out of the 
room when in walked the chairman 
of rhe Korean Film Export Corpora¬ 
tion. He wanted to know if the stiUs 
that he had supplied of (heir films 
had been exhausted and J the girl at 
the counter required more. He perso¬ 
nally checked up (he number of 
photographs left over and said he 
would soon be back with more. Un¬ 
like India, which foi clie fouxili ycai 
running has no film in the main 
competition section, Japan and 
Kurea have a film each in the con- 
peiitiun In addition to Sadao Nake 
jima's extravagantly shot cxniira on 
a Japanese mouniaih tribe, para¬ 
lleled by the Koreans' equally spec¬ 
tacular film BUtittg Sun, the 
Japanese have brought the five-hour 


documentary on the famous Tokyo 
Trials, made by Kobayashi. They 
have matched the screenings with 
the expected onslaught of pusters. 
publicity and parlies and ii is clear 
that the Koreans, in particular, will 
go back with a very rich interest 
created in Euri-pi in their cinema. 

What of the Indian presence at 
Berlin? It is the same depressing 
story told a million times over. Okay, 
so there was no film in the competi- 
cion. But there had been enough of a 
film peg for an enterprising 
bureaucracy to hang its promotion 
drive on, provided, as mentioned 
earlier, (here wa«: a will to do so. 
There was Tarang in the prestigious 
Forum for Young C nema. there was 
Tasveer ApiJ Apni by Mrlnal Sen 
and HoU by Ketan Mehta in the 
special scre-.iung^ section as well as 
Anand Paewardhan’s long (82* 
minutei *‘shnri'* on Bombay. Hamara 
.SheAar. There was Shorn6al Sardar 
in the Children's Filmiest, an impor¬ 
tant adjunct of the main festival and 
there was an assorted set of cassettes 
of Paar and Party to name e few 
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which Pam CuUcn i»f rhc NFDC had 
bruughi out from London. Tho 
cumulutive effect? Zero. And if one 
muM be fus^y one could add d mlnu^ 
ui that teru. like ihe temperature 
itself \n Berlin during (he film festiv* 
ttL varyinjt betwi^en minus nine and 
(en decrees Celsiu*i There has been 
the usual contingent of officials 
from (he NKDC head office in Bom¬ 
bay and the directorate. It is indeed 
no very democrat »c to send new peo¬ 
ple from (he$e offices each time. Also’ 
it is such a waste of public funds. 
These worthies re<iuire so much time 
to find their bearings in these alien 
climes and locales, not to speak of 
the specie! flavour and language (hat 
festival regulars employ as their 
main shortcuts to commonicai ion 
(hat they cun do nothing in their 
one*visiton-a'lifi*time allotted span! 
More than anything else, it is the 
totally apathetic attitude of the Indi¬ 
ans (o rheir cinema, a mirror, of 
course, of the entire Indian 
bureaucracy. led by those at (he 
topmosi levels m the ministry of 
information and broadcusting itself. 
It mirrors the total absence of the 
deeper concepts of a film euhme as 
against a quamitative counting of 
heads. That a country which talks of 
pr<MJucing nearly I.QOO full length 
and productions annually 

should dare to come to a ma^or 
festival like the Bcrlinale with a 
hvndttjl uf (ine-sheelers rm one or two 
films, no stills or posters or any other 
kind of publicity material on films 
actually entered in the festival, is a 
shocking indictment, not of an indi 
vidual here or there but of an entire 
country's death wivh regarding on* 


of its most importanr cultural re- 
sources. There is something strange 
ly obscene in telling a foreigner in 
these parts ihai you aciuallv produce 
l.OOO-ndd feature films annually 
when countries like Greece and New 
Zealand with less than ten films a 
year to their credit are more visible. 
The Creek Film Centre annually 
brings to Berlin special give*iway 
paper bags which ev^ journalist 
carries and as for publicity material, 
(he smaller countries of the world 
are always better represented on the 
hundreds of tables and stalls in the 
Cine Centre than India. As tar as | 
journalists are concerned, (hey are I 
literally flooded with matertil fr'>m 
every nook and cranny of the world i 
film scene. At the time of filing this 
report, there are two days left for (he 
festiv^ to end and there is not one 
line on Indian cinema in (his corres¬ 
pondent’s press box other than (he 
official documentation provided at 
(he outset. On the other hand, one is 
supposed to be grateful that the 
NFDC worthy from Bombay has final¬ 
ly seen the merit of having an NFDC 
stall at all. 

What of the Berlin Festival, now m 
the sixth year of de Hadeln*s reign? 

It continues to be a miracle of an 
organisation. Its core staff, the peo¬ 
ple who rua ihe whole show the year 
around, number just seven. Hired 
hands are brought in h*om November 
onwards and even the press section 
starts functioning under free-lancer 
Bentrarh from autumn only. AU the 
other people who man the hundreds 
of counters and sections, from cloak* 
room services to the expert simul¬ 
taneous translations in four laa* 


guages.come in only a month or so 
before the festival begins. De Hadeln 
has two full-time secretaries and his 
two main deputies, Werner Gondolf 
and WinfrieJ Weiss, between them, 
take care of the enormous and entire 
gamut of selections for the different 
programmes, screenings for the 
selection commirrees, keeping a tab 
worldwide on what is the latest on 
the film scene and how to get it for 
Berlin and of course the nitty-gritty 
of actual handling of prints and pul^ 
licity material once the programmes 
have been decided. The Berlinale 
documentation Is error-free. And 
helping it all is the festivaFs four- 
year-old computer system, now in¬ 
creased 10 12 terminals using 37 
programmes. Lists In hundreds of 
different categories of names, for 
instance, are all kept by the compu¬ 
ter and the gains in efficiency have 
to be seen to l>e believed. 

N ow for the films for which one 
braves the blistards and the film- 
fest fatigues that come sooner, rather 
than later, despite the ideal viewing 
conditions: theatres which are all 
within a stone’s throw of one another 
and to which you can go to at all 
hours of the night without any fear of 
mugging or similar street nuisances 
elsewhere. 

The competition section attracted 
enough big names to justify its stand¬ 
ing as the main section of a competi¬ 
tive festival. The latest Godard film, 
Jt Vous Salue Marie (Hail Mary) is 
already a big name-dropper in film¬ 
iest circles, primarily due to the ire it 
has attracted of the Catholic church) 
Godard flew down to Berlin for the 
screening at the Zoo Palast, the main 
festival theatre (the theatre as well 
09 a number of other buildings in its 
neighbourhood are called 'soo' be¬ 
cause of the famous Berlin Tiergar- 
ten, the zoo and the aquarium in it 
right behind the festival’s Cine Cen¬ 
tre and screening theatres). Under¬ 
standably, Godai^ called (he agita- 
rlons mounted by militant Catholics 
against his film—primarily due to 
the explicit references to Biblical 
parallels and a central figure of a girl 
who is pregnant but vijginal—as a 
’*benedicclon" on tlie film by the 
church Ai a laigely attended press 
conference. Godard spoke about his 
.Ml years in cinema and the search fur 
the image from which everything 
else flowed, including religion. Also 
in the competition was the latest 
Marguerite Duras film. Les Bnfants. 
« droll, witty commentary on the 
futility of formal education. The Brit¬ 
ish entry, Weth^rby. the first film by 
the famous playwright David Hare 
(Map of the World, ere.) stars Vanes- 
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M Redgrave and is a valiant chain* 
pion of the new British cinema. Talk* 
ing about his film, already a serious 
contender for critical notice. Hare 
who was also present in Berlin con* 
finned his penchant for undermining 
Brirain from within. '*] don’t see any 
other film around to which it relates 
...The nuance of sexuality and vio* 
lenco—that mix is something the 
English don't do... Wether by is about 
English repression and how bad we 
are at expressing our feelings, the 
disastrous consequences of bottling 
up our feelings and that part* 
emotional landscape that is Eng¬ 
land." 

The Soviet entry, i)e$ce/rdaRr of 
thf Snow Leopard is a distinguished 
work by Tolomush Okeyev, one of 
the leading exponents of Kirghii 
cinema. A beautifully conceived folk 
epic of a Kirghit hunter, the film is 
an empassioned study of the conflki 
between the old and the new. set 
very sincerely and spectacularly 
against the mountain background 
the Kirghitian republic of the Soviet 
Union. 

The Hunger ian entry. Fhwtn of 
Reverie by Last I u Lugossy is a reflec* 
live work on the nature of individual 
dissent and that strongly old- 
fashioned word, heroism. Lugossy, 
who won the Berltnale's Silver Bear 
in 1976 with his /denri/jcation chose 
to focus his new film on the stoiy of a 
man guided by ideas because “in our 
age 1 can't find heroes living by and 
for ideas. Nowadays we cannot meet 
these characters and hence I revive 
them from the past in order to be¬ 
come their contemporary at least for 
four*and*a*half*hours.“ 

The Americans, too. are in full 
strength. Robert Benton, winner of 
the Academy Award for his film. 
Kramer Vs Xramer, author of that 
other, tempestuous chunk of small¬ 
town Americana. Bonny end Clyde 
was there with Pieces in the Heert, a 
lovingly recreated homage to his 
hometown, somewhere in the depths 
of Texas, through a family drama 
chat leans heavily on his own family 
history—a great grandmother (play¬ 
ed by Sally Field a Vvhose husband, the 
town's sheritl, was killed leaving her 
with two small children to raise and a 
constant struggle with the bank to 
prevent foreclosure of her land. The 
film, nominated for seven Oscars this 
year, has its real strength in the 
autumnal light and the reflective 
naturalism created so memorably by 
cinematographer Nestor Almendros. 

My own favourite for at lea«» vnne 
cop awards is the other American 
entry, Mrs Soffel by Australian 
woman director, Gillian Armstrong. 
Some years ago. when Mi Armstrong. 
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then only 27. made her debut at 
Cannes with her first feature film. 
My Brilliant Career, she won instant 
recognition and went on to win 
awards, critical acclaim and box- 
office surccM internationally. Later, 
the Melbourne-born former art stu¬ 
dent made a lightweight but fun 
movie on rock musicals before the 
inevitable lure tc Hollywood to make 
Mrs SofM for MCM with a suitably 
starry cast, headed by t>iane Keaton 
as the reaJ-llfe 1901 Kate Soffel, wife 
of a riitsburgh prison warder who 
becomes passionately involved with 
one of the young inmates of Murder¬ 
ers' Row placed in her ministerial 
care. The character is played by Mel 
Gibson, Australia's answer lo Brando 
and Travolta rolled into one. He and 
his bandit brother, aided by Kate, 
make a bid for escape, an attempt 
chat ends in tragedy for the trio. The 
film is distinguish^ by an arresting 
design chat Captures, in every detail, 
the bleak, grey mood of the period. 
The Soffel household, next to the 
prison, the original jail which pro¬ 
vides a flamboyant but still used 
locale, seems like an extension of the 
prison itself, so real is the atmos* 
phere of clerical rigidity and austere 
Puritanism that provides the answer 
to Kate Soffel's bid for escape in the 
company of two convicted murder* 
ers. Clearly Gillian Armstrong's 
attention to detaU stems as much 
from her work in (he field of 
documentaries as from a ctrtain 
feminine sensibilitv. 


are nearly 600 films in the venous 
sections. They include typical Berll* 
nale products of research and recon¬ 
struction. One such is a recon¬ 
structed version of the famous 1929 
film commissioned by Gloria Swan¬ 
son, Queen Ketly but left incomplete 
due to differences with the director. 
German born Erich von Stroheim. 
Another is a restored rerity, a tinted 
copy of the 1919 world femous clas¬ 
sic. Cahinef of Or Caligeh. A 
pioneering effort has been the mam¬ 
moth retrospective on films that 
have used special effects down the 
age^literally. They go back to films 
made by George Meiies (169&1912) 
shown With piano accompaniment to 
experimental films like Dtiga Ver* 
(ov's The Man With a Camera (Soviet 
Union, 1926-29) and the French film, 
End of the World (1929-30) by Abel 
Gance, lo between come all tha Sind- 
bad and the Sa/lor films, the King 
Kong series, £xorc/sr. Wiiard of Oa, 
Star Wars and 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea genre. I was lucky to catch 
David Lean's Blythe Spirit rnade in 
the Forties with Rex Harrison and 
Margaret Rutherford. One can see. 
quite distinctly, the maestro's lov^ 
hate relationship with women and 
the special effects are charmingly 
used (o brine back and dismiss wives 
and mistresi-is. The Special Effects 
Retro had tried to get at least one 
Indian film for this section. After 
many attempts to track down Site 
Svayaravara through the aegis of the 
NFDC, all in vain, the organisers told 
me they had to let the idea go up 
in—what eU»*holy smoke t 


Beside the competition fUns, there 
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“It's a Fri^tening Job 
to Bea Director" 


David Lean (eJJs Kanta Talulcdar 


David Lean ia among the few Bnt 
ish directors to haveapeettu tihr sui ■ 
cei.t in 9 world dominated by Amer 
kans He has made fiJms w/mh have 
become houtehold names today- 
They include Uiwr«ncf ol ArdbiH Dr 
Zhivaftv. Oliver Twist, Brid4!v over 
the River Kwai and Ryan’s Duuitliier. 
His films have won Osenn in a 
daring comeback- afier ,i se/l 
imposed esi/e of 14 years, he has 
directed K.M. Forster's chisstc. A 
PaswKe to India which tells r/n* story 
of two Hiighshwnmeii on a trip to 
IihHh in the J*i20s. Their visit t> to 
piwt catastrophic. Titer meet a 
voiiitg Indian cfiKtoi. A/is. who in* 
v//e« them—Adela uiul Mrs Afnorc^ 
which goes all A?ir ends up 

being tried, accused of at tempt isl 
rHjte. 

The fiim has received rave review* 
m North America and Europe. Time 
magarine has called it "superb " and 
made it the soArecr of the vear- 
endmig cover story A specie/ honour 
indeed. Forsier’s i> sra^jn# a 

spectHCular revival in the Vnited 
States: it hax already sold over a 
million copies The fi/m itself is tip- 
ped to win quite a few uf ihe II 
Oscars—It h.is been nominated for— 
mi Z5 March which, incidenmy/y, is 
5ir Davids 7171 h birthday. The d/r«* 
tor, who ts notoriously .<hy of puWic 
JCy. agreed to talk lo Kama Talnkdar 
in his p/u.sh London hotel .suite about 
the film and his eapenences. Ex- 
cerpfs. 


a Oossip has It that when 
Vlord Bra bourne lehe pro- 
gJucerl rang you up. to ask 
" ji' vou Wouid direct A Pas 
sage to India, ihe first thing yotra«xd 
a-s you picked up the phone was 
'What happened in the caves?' Was it 
a welcome invitation fo make a com 
ehacic after 14 years of silence? 

A. John Brabourne. whom I had 
only met onve. rang up and had lefi a 

messaiie. So I said to David Putinam, 
who i* a friend of mine <ind who was 
sitting where you are now. 1 w\>uder 
what he could want?* David said, Weil 
I con only say one ihini^ he has lusi 
bought the rights to A Passage to 
India and so, when Bra bourne did 


ring up and say '\ want lo talk to you 
about snmeihing/ I said. *0h, what 
happened in the caves?' and that 
really surprised him. He came and 
sat here, where you are now and said, 
'Will you do it?' I said. *Yes ' And he 
said. *D«» yuu meart it?' And I said. 
‘Yes' 

Tu hell with the comeback, f only 
do films if 1 really want to do them 
and you know I had seen Passage on 
stage here 2S years ago. I remember I 
tn^ to Kei (he rights but Forster 
wouldn't sell them. I asked though a 
friend uf mine. Baroness Buttberg, 
who worked in London Films, f ask^ 



I DevMLeu 

! if >he knew Forster and she said 'Of 
course 1 do* She went up to King's 
College, Cambridge, but Forster 
simply wouldn't sell the rights be« 
cause he didn't trust movie people 
and didn’t want anyone to come 
down on either side of the English cs* 
(he Indians and he said he wanted a 
balance. 

But, io fact. I don t ihmk chat the 
book is a balance really. 1 think he 
comes down hard on the side of the 
Indians. The English are a lot of 
idiots. So I gave up. Then Forster 
died and obviously Lord Braboume 
got the fights from the executors or 
whatever you call them at King's. 


Well, I think Forster was unfair in 
that he depicted the English as a lot 
of idiots. Now, whether you agree 
wiih colonialism or not now, which 
you probably don't—nobody does 
now—it has gone out of fashion. I 
think the English vrere not idiots. I 
think the men at any rate did a damn 
good job. you know the railways, the 
post offices, the administration, all 
sorts of things, i lie telegraphs. I think 
they did a good job, they weren't 
fools and I think Forster was wrong 
to make them out to be fools and I 
was damned if 1 was going to do that 
and so 1 shifted a lor of the dialogue 
onto the women because I think the 
women can be abominable. You can 
still find them—Forster's women 
there right now. 1 think Forster’s 
characters—the English characters 
are caricatures and I didn't want to 
make them caricatures—not because 
1 am sticking up for the English. For 
example, Tuhon. in the fiim, is not a 
very likeable character but ha is not 
a fool. That is more or less true. 

Q: You have won fulsome praise 
for the screenpfey for rhe film: the 
first you have teken full credit for. 
Whar js the mporteitce of a good 
script.’ 

At It is a frightening job to be a 
director in a way, You have hundreds 
of people around you, lot of highly- 
paid technicians, the money people 
piwtically looking at thair watches 
all the time. Are you going to com¬ 
bine schedule, etc, etc, there are 
tremendous pressures and my script, 
theti, 1 $ something 1 can lean back on. 

Q: You have discovered or helped 
aim os t unknown stars ro great 
fante—Peter O'Toole. Omar Sherif 
and Adec Guinness—but yuui hero in 
Passage, Vktor Banerjee, has not 
been nominated for the Oscar. Are 
you disappointed? How would you 
explain it? 

At Yes. I expected him to be 
nominated for an Oscar. Well, it is a 
curious thing: OKars. I remember 
Peter O'Toole. Katherine Hepburn's 
* greaiTriend of mine. She said to me 
ax the time. 'Pavid. you better steel 
yourself to it, he is not going lo win 
an CHcer,' and 1 said *W^?' And iha 
said, They'll give it »o young women. 
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1 won it for Mornirtfi Ghfy ' I think 
she was in her early 20s nr teens. 
They'll ^ve it to girls hut with men 
they say let's wait a bit. They've got 
to win their spurs. And if he is good 
in the next picture, he'll get it.* And 
she is quite right 1 think Victor 
suffered from th:<i It's 'Well, we 
haven't seen him before. It’s a good 
part. We'll wait till next time.' I* 
admire Victor as an actor, I think he 
is a first rate movie actor and I really 
wish him the best of luck. I wish I 
could have a film in which there is a 
part for him again 1 hope there is, 
one day* 

Q A lor ha.i been said about r/te 
re/tse atmosphere and rhe dis- 
agreemenr bertveen you and Weror 
Sanerjee. Whor was Ir about? 

A' When you work in the film hkc 
Victor, it is the first big film outside 
India he has ever eJunr and he 
thought—and 1 am sort u) half- 
guessing at this—hut he thought I 
was making an anti-Indian film and I 
wanted hirn to play the early part of 
the film with an Indian accent 
He doesn't do this. 1 «Aid to them 
all. all of you are talking like Oxford 
undergraduates and it t> just not true 
that all Indians m India talk like 
that. Victor’s acconi is not a sing¬ 
song. and you see some of the Uue> 
were written for it. such as “and is it 
the entire of your family nnw" rre- 
efre.r in b sing-song;. Now. n you say 
the same thing with a clipped accent 
you think what he k saying, what is 
the point of this. It goes (thv Indian 
accent) so beautifully with thv lines. 
Now, thew'inie point of Victor's part 
is, as he .starts the film—I said to the 
casting people when they said what 
kind of person do you want. 1 said. 
'Count ten alter 1 tell you Charlie 
Chaplin, Indian ' They said. 'Whai do 
you mean?' And I said, 'Well, he is 
buffetted by fortune and always 
bounces up. as Charlie did. You 
laugh with him. you laugh at him and 
you cry with him.’ And he is a bit <>r u 
goat, a bit o' a buffoon, at the 
beginning. He thinks ihat the En¬ 
glish are just wonderful And when 
they get thrown off the bicycle and 
the other chap says, 'that's Tiirton.' 
he says “Tu-r*r-con. Tu-rr-ton” as if 
he is the king. I thought the accent 
would help him because as the film 
goes on he gradually goes through 
the fire and in the end he says, "I am 
an Indian at tasc." It is a great change 
and if you don't start from down 
there you can't go up there. I was 
trying to help him and 1 think he is a 
fool to keep on moaning about it. 

Q' You sow a number of /ndian 
ftJms ifl your search for Aiit. What do 
you think of Indian actors^ t 


A: Well, you see 1 just love the part 
of Aziz, r think Axis U one of the best 
pans of the film and I think Victor 
did frightfully well with it and as I 
say I am awfuUv disappointed that he 
hasn't been nominated for an 
Academy Award. Bui he got the 
Board of Review Award aad I believe 
made a very nice speech in Hew York 
for it. 

I think Indian actors have one big 
difficulty in coming to work for West¬ 
ern films. If you go to the Indian 
cinema, and I have seen quite a few 
Indian films, to ihe West they are all 
over acted. 1 am not talking about 
Satyajit Ray. but there is a tradition 
of over>acting It is rather like the old 
days here on stage—pe^lc threw 
their arms around and rolled iheir 
eyes, and 1 think I helped Victor, as it 
were, to be simple Keep still. If you 
watch the big stars they don't move 
much. They don’t roll their eyes, they 
don't wave their hands about, they 
look at the person they are playing 
with, and above all they think. Victor 
caught on very quickly, after the first 
few weeks, and in the end 1 think his 
performances are absolutely terrific. 

Qi One of your haltmarks is filming 
in eirufic focarfons-^>r Zhivago in 
fipttin and Finland,, Bridge on the 
River Kwai in Ceylon, Lawrence of 
Arabia m rha deserts. How do you 
make sure you capture the spirit of 
the place eurhenrical^y? 

A: I travel around, 1 do my home¬ 
work as you do when you write an 
article. You can't do anything unless 
you have done your homework. And 1 
like strange places. I enjoy doing it. 


I first read that David Lean had 
got the r^hrs to film A Passage 
to India in an interview in 7^ 
Times in 1981. Despite his in 
sensitive remarks there, including 
"no one has really captured India on 
the screen with the possible excep¬ 
tion of Renoir's 77ie River," I was 
curious, willing to believe that a part 
of the maker of Brief Encounter, 
coupled with bis yean spent in India, 
might rub off on a film of Forster's 
finest novel. 

Everything 1 heard Iren those in¬ 
volved or reed subsequently dlmi* 
nished my expectetMos; it became 
( clear, mainly from Lean's own pro- 


and nearly always drive. For exam¬ 
ple. I have been to India live-six 
times for longish stretchsR, and 1 
have driven around extensively 1 
used to have an Indian wife. My wife 
(the present one. Sandra Hotz) grew 
up in India, where her parents used 
to run hotels, and speaks Hindi. 

Q: Were there any pi oblems associ¬ 
ated with making the film m Indian 

A: There weren't any problems in 
making the film in India. There was 
terrific suspicion at first—what ure 
you going i» say abour India, i« it 
ami Indian? No it isn't. If it is any¬ 
thing, it is anti English. 

We had to bring in quite a iot of 
equipment, lights, you have no silent 
generators, and we had to fly them 
in. believe it or not. Our lives were 
much easier by a wonderful Cuvioms 
lady who understood. We kept hov 
ingtoget in things or send our ihings 
associated with the film. 1 am sure 
her confidence wasn't abused even a 
bit. So different from the treatment 
we got at the other Indioii customs. 1 
like India bur nor its customs. They 
need lo use a bit more discretion. 

1 love the gardens in India. They 
are so sweet. This time, driving up 
from Bangalore to Kashmir, the man¬ 
goes were in flnwer Wonderful. I 
just love it. I was taking photographs 
and an Indian asked me thrinigh my 
wife why I was taking pictures of 
something so common. When I told 
him there were no mango trees in 
England, he simply wouldn't believe 
us. We had a wonderful lime. Awful¬ 
ly sorry to leave. 


nouncements, (hat not uniy did he 
feel unable to risk showing iho spirit 
of this elusive novel on film, he was 
also temperamentally incapable of 
responding to it. During shooting in 
India, he told an interviewer chat "in 
movies you don’t have loose ends.” 
Why, oh why. did he choose this 
novel then? As Peter Burra wrote in 
an essay that now tonns the foreword 
to the Penguin edition of Passage, it 
is "one of the most aesthetically* 
compact books ever written, whose 
thought, like music's, cannot be 
fixed, nor its meaning defined." Lean 
has efficiently stripped the novel of 
its affection for its central rela¬ 
tionship, its irony and Its subtle mys- 


Lean Expectations 


Aluireiv Hobinson./ilm critic of Sight and Sound. 
review.'? A Passage to India 
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lery. distorted it» delicate visual 
beauty towards tbe tawdry- 
spectacular, and fixed its tneaning 
very firmly in the realtn of the baoal; 
his ear for its music can be gauged 
from the abysmally unsuitable Palm 
Court sound of Mauncc Jarre's Kore. 
The depressing truth is that Forster’s 
original and Lean's pale echo, with 
its surface depth, resemble each 
other no more than The Far Paefijons 
(which was also funded by Hwne Box 
Office) resembled The Jewel in the 
Crown^ 

Does all ^is matter very much? Or 
should one simply dismiss the film as 
a late arrival in a long line of films 
peddling Kollywoodish eastern ex¬ 
oticism? I think it does matter, for at 
least two simple reasons. Firstly, so 
much ballyhoo {including, no doubt, 
Oscars to come) is being generated 
by so many supposedly responsible 
critics, though by no means all, that 
film criticism is in sarious danger of 
becoming a bad farce to be ignored. 
Secondly, the building up of an au* 
then tic picture of one of the world's 
oldest civilisations has been re¬ 
tarded. just when real progress was 
being made. This would not mirter if 
many other channels of awakening 
interest in India existed, but they do 
not; several million people will be¬ 
lieve Lean's nonsense We may be 
sure they will not read the novel. 

In the USA. where the film was 
released in New York to packed 
houses in December, Tune went so 
far over the top that it disappeared 
into cloud critic land: "..sober, witty, 
yet eminently approachable... Above 
all. it IS true to our sense of the world 
as it echoes in the common conscious- 
ness of our limes." What leaves one 
gasping, thou^, is the common im¬ 
plication that Forster would have 
liked the film. The New York Times 
review, published in The Tsmts, 
thought that '‘Forster might be 
equally pleased with most of David 
Lean's respectful, handsome Kreen 
version." Respectful, note, when 
Lean has changed the entire last 
third of the novel into something 
completely irrelevant to Forster's 
conception, just for sraners. And the 
South Bank Show weighs in with a 
long, effusive tribute. Alec Guinness, 
at least, has doubts on this point. ”1 
don't know whether Forster will be 
rajoicing or revolving in his grave." 
Another prominent member of the 
cast told me: "Forster would have 

' gone up in smoke!" 

There cannot be the least shadow 
of a doubt that Forster would have 
loathed the movie. His whole life, 
%vith its close association with India 
of over SO years, was a rabeliioa 
against Lean's "them and us" arti- 

dS 


tude to the meeting of East and West. 
Passage stands out from ficuon 
about the raj as the oniy novel writ¬ 
ten by an Englishman with personal 
experience of that lime, including 
(hose by Paul Scott, to show some 
real understanding of (be totality of 
Indian culiure^which is why it con¬ 
tinues to seem contemporary. As 
G.K. Das says, in EM. forstar's In¬ 
dia: "The novel's outlook is on the 
future. It presents India nor as a sad 
concluding spectacle in British impe¬ 
rial history, but as a subject uf vital 
and permanent interest." 

A number of efforts were made to 
persuade Forster to part with film 
fights, both to Pissage and other 
rwveU, he refused them all. At one 
point be was (rffere4 S 2S,000 for 
Room with a View, He wrote to a 
friend: "Nothing would have sur¬ 
vived of the original except my 
name, and if I had tried to control the 
production 1 should heve broken my 
heart at Hollywood, besides spend¬ 
ing my life (here." Ironically, a few 


Ther^ canikot be the 
leut ehadow of a doubt 
that Forater would 
have loathed the movie. 

Hie whole life... 
waa a rebellloa againet 
Lean*# **them and ua" 
attitude to the meeting 
of Caat and West. 


lines later, he shows bis interest in 
films by comnenting that people are 
showing "huge exciiemeni over 
Great Expecrario/tr." 

In 1967, Santha Rama Rau, who 
adapted Passage for the siege in 196U 
with Forster's complete blessing, 
wrote to biffi asking for permission to 
write • script for Hollywood, with the 
suppon of Satyajit Ray. "Always, 
before, when you didn’t wish to con¬ 
sider tbe idea of such a film. 1 
understood and agreed with your 
refusal to 'sell' a work of art to 
'barbarians'..." and she also pointed 
out that a film could treat the last 
section of tbe novel properly, which 
bad been impossible on the stage 
Forster repli^: "I didn't and 1 don't 
want Passage filmed. 1 am so sorry." 

I Rame Rau was in fact the original 

I scriptwriter of Lean's film. Under 
the terms of the Forster estate she 
had 10 give her permission for an 
adaptation. It is known that she is 
very disaatiafied with the film, whose 
script IS, of course, by Lean himself. 


but she is unable to speak publicly 
due to a clause in her contract with 
the producers. 

Satyajit Ray's own iniereat in Pas¬ 
sage, one of the great missed oppor¬ 
tunities in cinema, culminate in 
meeting Forster in Cambridge in 
1967, when he was 88. Ray knew of 
Forster's legendary refusals, but a 
friend thought there was a chance. 
They met in his rooms, had lunch and 
took a walk around Cambridge. Fors¬ 
ter's old friend tried to help Ray ^ 
impressing Forster with Ray’s dis¬ 
tinction as a directoi in case he 
hadn't seen any of his films, which it 
seems he hadn't But it was useless, 
despite Forster's affection for Indi. 
MAS. He kept shaking his head, Ray 
recalls with wry amusement. "That 
was the drone->no!—in words, ges¬ 
tures. looks, everything. He was ada. 
nant. And 1 feh (here was no point 
asking him why." He was also very 
frail, having had one heart attack 
already 

When (he trustees eventually 
wrote to Ray in about 1980, ten yean 
after Forster's death, he had lost 
interest. He was "a little bothered 
about the logistics’*—foreign actors, 
big budgets and coproduction money 
and so on—having recently survived 
the experience of Sbatranj Ka Khl> 
/anj/he Chesi Players). He was also 
bothered by the ethics "That was the 
main consideration really. The mo¬ 
ment I found out he was not in¬ 
terested 1 said I'd better not pursue 
this any more I felt li would be 
wrong. 1 remembered how the old 
man had reacted." 

Ray hasn't seen Lean's film yet. 
though he suggested Victor Banerjee 
lu ihv producers to play Dr Aiit at 
their request. He has read the re¬ 
views though and comments mildly; 
**It IS obviously an advantage there 
not to know India very well. 1 hadn't 
thought of Passage as a spectacular 
film at all. I thought of it as an 
intimate film. The relationships are 
so delicate that to give it a big 
background would just be dis¬ 
tracting." 

The odd thing about this expensive 
i fiasco is that there are occasional 
I glimpses of a film that might have 
^ been. When Mrs Moore is seen aioxte, 
dyii^ by moonlight aboard the F and 
O liner going home—an event not i 
spelt oiir«( all in the oovel—the real 

8 ^ Moore emerges with disquieting 
mystery. Why does Lean with the 
next shot, choose to smash tbe atmos¬ 
phere by showing her body cere¬ 
moniously tipped over the side into 
(he Indian Ocean the following morn¬ 
ing? Unforrunately for ui, and ^r 
Forater. Lean is obeesied with tying 
up those loose ends. 

itm 





SUNDAY SPECIAL 


OSCAR AWARDS 


Pick of the Films 


A look at the/(Jms in the running for the awards 


I t was once fashionable to display 
contempt for the Academy 
Awards. Ben Hecht, winner of the 
first screenwriiinf award, boasted 
that he used his Okoj statuette as u 
doorstop. George C. Scott gave his 
trophy away. Woody Allen didn't 
even bother to show up for the cere* 
monies one year, and Marlon Brando 
once sent an American Indian in his 
stead. But now that the Academy 
Awards are hack in vogue, the world 
IS awaiting the black-tie gaU on 2S [ 
March this year at the Los Angeles ' 
Music Center, with undisguised anri- \ 
cipation. ' 

At the top of the list, of course, are ; 
A Ptfssagt* to India and Amad&us. ] 
These two spectacular films have got ' 
11 imminations each, and they will • 
be competing closely for the beM | 
pictuie award. Indeed, the three 
other nominees. The KiJlw/: 

Pieces JXJ Che Heart, and A Siddier's 
Story pale In comparison though ihev 
certainly outdo the regular Holly 
wood fare. 

The Killing Kxe/d.t tells the rrue 
story of a price-winning >Vew Wrk 
Times correspondent Sydney S<han- 
berg and his friend and assivianr 
Dith Pran who can't get out of Cam¬ 
bodia when the Khmer Kouge Niari 
butchering mifliom of people. A 
good story and a sincere effort, the 
film atill suffers from a disjointed- 
ness between the contrived sequ¬ 
ences of Sydney^ efforts back in the 
United States to locate Dith and the 
truly gripping chronicle ui DIth's 
survival m Camb^-dia and his even¬ 
tual escape. 

Places in the Heart is another 
sincere story, based on the reminisc¬ 
ences of director Robert Benton (who 
also directed Kramer vs Kramer). !( 
deals with the ronflici between 
Christian beliefs and human limita* 
tiona. The central thread follows the 
plight and herioo of a young 
widowed woman, who through grit 
and determination manages to get 
her conon crop to the gin before the 
authorities repossess her farm. But 
the film has too many cliches to merit 
the top prise. Similarly, A Soldier's 
Story falls short. The film is adapted 
from the play about a black army 
captain who is sent to a base in the 


racist southern stale of Louisiana in 
1^44 in investigate the murder of a 
black sergeant. 

A PesAege to Indie and Amedeus. 
then, are the two contenders for best 
picture. Critics have invariably mar¬ 
velled at David Lean's inimitable 
grace in juataposing the large^ale 
landscape and the intensely inti¬ 
mate But critics have disliked his 
stereotyped characters, the occasion* 
al slapstick interludes, and the final, 
hall hour of the film, which seems to 
flounder. Borne critics have com* 
plained about the contrived climax 
in Amadeus, but others feel it is a 
film that improves on the original 
play by Peter Shaffer, a film that is 
Crech director Milos Forman's best. 

The choice is clearer for the best 
acinr award, which ^ould certainly 
go to F Murray Abraham. Well- 
known in theatre, but a newcomer to 
1ilm». Mr Alwaham plays Salieri in 
Artudeu*. ih« second-rate composer 
jiid Viennese court KepelitneJsier 
who, in his senile old age, imagines 
lie has poisoned Mourt Tom Kulce, 
whu play) the arrogant, vulgar, 
spoiled voung Moaart, was also 
nominated for the award, but his 
performance has been criticised for 
being too shrill, too unmodulated 
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and Sam Waterson. nominated for 
bis portrayal of Sydney Schanberg in 
The Killing Fields, has been criti* 
cised fur being stiff and expression¬ 
less. By contrast, Abraham is full of 
expression. With the smallest move¬ 
ment of his facial muscles he has 
betrayed utter joy at hearing in his 
mind strains of Motart’s music. 

The best supponing actor award 
has a number of top contenders. 
Adolph Caesar in A Soldier's Story 
gives a solid performance as the 
barking drillmasier of a sergeant 
who is murdered by his own men. 
The role is an emotional and a diffi¬ 
cult one. bearing on the theme that 
in a racist society, self hatred is an 
inevitable part of the hlack experi¬ 
ence. Haing S. Ngor, a physician, not 
an actor, is aliogeiher natural in his 
part as Dith Pran in The Killing 
Ftefds. perhaps because Ngor him¬ 
self Jived through the excesses of the 
Khmer Rouge. John Malkovich, 
nominated for his role as the blind 
man, Mr Will, in Places in the Hoarr, 
has won near-unanimous praise from 
critics. 

In the best actress category, Judy 
Davis as Miss Quested in A Pessege 
to India, faces stiff competition from 
Vanessa Redgrave. (Of the other 
nominees. Sail' Fields, critics say, 
can’t handle more than one amotion 
at a time in F/ace« in the Heart, and 
Sissy Spacek, a good actress, is not at 
her best in TTie River.) In The Bosto> 
mans, Ms Redgrave plays ihe repres¬ 
sed lesbian Olive Chancellor who 
grooms the flirtatious Verenstubea 
spokesperson for the suffragettes. 
Most critics have called Ms Redgrave 
the only reason to Ke what is other¬ 
wise an insignificant film. Jessica 
L^ge. who made her debut 9 years 
ago in King Kong, has won respect 
for her part in Country as the strong 
woman who holds her family and 
farm together despite marital and 
financial troubles. 

But more than one critic has called 
Judy Davis' **perfect" or “near per¬ 
fect" as Adela Quested, leading to 
speculation that she could claim the 
trophy for the best actress. As one 
critic wrote, “an attractive woman, 
she is actress enough to convey an 
unattractive woman who becomes 
attractive through our experience of 
her." 

A Passage to India is also expected 
lopick up the best supporting actress 
award for Ptggy Ashcroft's portrayal 
of Mrs. Moore. No other nominee in 
the category has won the kind of 
acclaim Ms Ashcroft has won. One 
critic wrote, “The highest tribute I 
can pay: her death in the film is not 
acting, it is a lou." 
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SUNDAY SPORTS 


CiVlikar and tome Icamaalfs »Hh ReMM «Ad World ( hanipkeiuMp irophf 


Invincible Indians 


Team spir'd nnci motivation to the xueces.s 


I n December J984« whiJe emhu 
revelled at India's Thum|>< 
mg victory over England in the 
first Test At Bombay, a dark and 
ominous cloud had formed over Indi* 
an crickcl. A few weeks later, the 
cloud hurst during the second Test in 
Delhi, And by the fourth Test in 
Madras, after n brief respite during 
the third Te^t in Calcutta, it had 
turned into a ihundersiorm. This 
rather inciemcni atmosphere swept 
away whatever chance ihe Indians 
had (if deteaimg the Englishmen 
And indeed, the home side sue* 
cumlMid to one of the weakest teams 
ever to leavt* London, losing not 
merely the Test matche^ two nne, but 
going down in inglorious fashiun— 
four one—m rhe one day internation¬ 
als. Bur akin to the Norwesters that 


afflict us this time of the year, after 
the havoc, there is bliss. The same, it 
would appear, applied to Indian 
cricket, and with a magnificent dis¬ 
play of profevsionalism and skill 
Sunil Gavaskar and his team lifted 
the Benson and Hedges World Cham- 
pionshtp of Cncket trophy. 

When the tournament commenced, 
other than Sri Lanka, the longest 
odds were being offered on India—a 
2004 her with the United Kingdom 
bookmakers. Only the most patriotic 
would have taken it. or those 
attracted by the price. For toy know- 
ledgeable follower of (be game, it 
was money down the drain. There 
was still ihe hangover of rhe Kapil 
Dev affair and ocher internecine 
problems when the H-member Indi¬ 
an s<|uad took off from Bombay. 


There was also a big questiun mark 
around the team’s bow I mg and field¬ 
ing. Against England, Kapil Dev 
seemed to be on the decline. Cbetan 
f^herme and Manoj Frabhakar were 
disappointing while Sivaramakrish- 
nan, as the Englishmen grew in confi¬ 
dence. became less effective. And 
rhe outcricket. which was poor to 
start with, became worse. 

The national selectors, however, 
took the important step of recalling 
Koger Binny and Madan Lai, and 
they kepi their faith in Siva, thus 
dismissing the theory that a wrist 
spinner is a luxury in limited overs 
Cricket But all these decisions were 
reached not with any great degree of 
conviction. There was no option of 
arriving at a coropromise between 
youth and experience. Binny and 
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Madan La^ ivho ware overlooked for 
aU the Tests against England, had 
done Jiothing spectacular during 
their spell in the wilderness. Indeed, 
why else would Sharma and .Prabha* 
kar he also included in the party if 
Chandu Borde and company had 
such exceptional faith In them? 

''We really worked hard from the 
moment we landed in Australia.” 
Cavaskar told this correspondent 
soon after his team's triumph in the 
final. He emphasised that the Indi* 
fins had laid particular stress on 
fielding and the rest son of followed 
suit. But how could a side so badly 
humiliated only a few weeks earlier 
be suddenly galvanised into world 
beaters? There is no answer, no au* 
thentic explanation for this. 

Admittedly, India did not play to 
their full potential versus England at 
home and selection mistakes were 
also to blame, not to mention the 
lifeless pitches which did nut sun 
India's modest attack. And of course, 
team spirit was a factor. But even if 
one accepts that the situation was 
different In every respect Down 
Under, there is no logical explana¬ 
tion for the Indians bowling oui their 
opponents, uxcepi the Pakistanis in 
the final iwhu were only a wicket 
away fiom suffering the same fate), 
and winning with such comfort. 

The fact, however, is the; Kapil 
Dev demonstrated a welcome return 
to form, Biriny and Madan La! were 
among the wickets exactly the way 
they were in the World Cup in 1^3. 
Kavi Shasiri was extremely econo* 
mical and Siva was the sorcerer he 
was destined to be. Even Sharma, in 
the final, who had howled su unim* 
pressivelv at home, striving for pace 
at the cost of line, length and lateral 
movement, put in a decent perform* 
ance. The wickets at Melbourne and 
Sydney were, of course, of ideal 
bounce, and also turned tu India's 
benefit. 

B esides, the Indiau.', were led brO- 
liantly in whit must go dovrn .is 
Gavaskar’s fineNt hour as captain. 
The inspiration he had shown in his 
initial days as Bombay and West 
Zone captain, but was rarely seen 
when he captained India, gushed 
forth at every step. And added to his 
one*and a half decades of experience 
at the highest level of the game, it 
turned out tu be a devastating com* 
bination. He never missed a trick, 
in^rovised wonderfully as in his use 
uf SIva'-can you imagine a leg spin* 
ner bowling the last over of an over- 
limit Innings! 

Moreover, he, at ihe age of 3^ 
an excellent example m his fields¬ 
men. He ran like e hare, fielded on 



All the eapCM: ifroM r«w tnm Ml lo rtgMi Alan Border and Oeofl Howarth: (smed row) 
nivc Lieyd. Swdl €avMhar aad DWp Meedki llhird rowl Javed Miandad and DavU Uower 


1 the run and threw accurately. It was | 
I Gavaskar le-boro, rejuvenated and a , 
I source of inspiration for hjs side, in : 
I fact, the fielders undertook their | 
: task so aggressively, they added a 
whole new dimension to aggressive 
cricket. The fielders, especially wick* 
et-keeper Sadanand Viswanath (who 
should raatrjtn his appealing), KnsK* 
namachari Srikkanth, Azhaniddin. 
Kapil Dev. Binny, Madan Lai. Siva 
and Sharma fielded brilliantly. But 
of course, talent always cotmis. And 
in this respect, Shastri, Srikkanth 
and Kapil Dev *onewhat outshone 
the others No doubt. Dilip Vengaar* 
kar. always cUastcaUy correct. Binny 


and Madan Lai, with their medium 
paced stuff. Viswanath and Siva also 
stood out. But India's heroes were 
Sluistri, Srikkanth and Kapil Dev. i 
Apart from his bowling, Kapil 
Dev's demolition of the redoubtable 
Richard Hadlee in the semi-final at a 
crucial moment was one of the 
memorable moments of the tourney. 
The flying stait that Srikkanth pro¬ 
vided with three haU-centuriea in 
fiveouting.s was also remarkable. But 
more than these, it was probably the 
sheer reliability of Shastri that re¬ 
leased all the tension from an Indian 
standpoint, so much to that some of 
the later order Indian batsmen 
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changed lo their evening clolhee and 
enjoyed the proceedings,quite car* 
tain that they would not be called in 
to wield the willow. 

It might be argued by some that 


Shaatrii at time«t was a bit slow in 
getting hia runa Hus is not really 
correct, for this Bombay ill^rounder 
was never called upon to rush mai* 
tors, such was the commanding post* 


lion maintained in all matches. It was 
an OKtraordinary performance and 
reminded one of the kind of superior* 
ity displayed by the West Indians in 
the past, more dominant than the 
showing in the last World Cup and a 
unique lesson in one-day cricket. In 
cricketing terms, India's exhibition is 
heyund analysis. But it is also an 
eye-oponer on how much can be 
attained by motivation, the miracle 
that India can coniure if they have 
the will to do so. And let no one 
suggest that the other participants 
were tired or out of form. They feel 
like nine pins, and were only as good 
as they were allowed to be. 

One can only hope that in future 
this Indian mcisiveness will he more 
dur.ible. though one suspects that 
the same cricketers will struggle to 
regain iheii form in Test matches, 
unless the selei irs can unearth at 
leaM two truly more penetrative 
howlers tu back up Kapil Dev and 
Siva. But the batting cun stand up to 
the stiffest iesi on paper; it is today 
the best haiung line up in the world. 
Let us lift aur goblets, therefore, to a 
recurring resurrection of Indian 
cricket. 
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THE BUDGET 


Taking Things Into Account 


Finance Minister V.P. Singh lakes n boki slop 


T h« big documenr came, ast u al- 
waysk does, in a small leather 
casing, but with a different, perhaps 
mote sober. custodiaiW'Vishwanaih 
Pratap Singh—who preferred a black 
briefcase to the cherry*red that his 
predecessor. Prana h Mukherjee. al' 
ways carried his budget papers in. As 
he walked to the Lok Sabha accom¬ 
panied by the parliamentary affairs 
minister, looking trim in his cream 
sherwanj and spectacles, one 

could almost hear '*tread softly" in 
the air. Sharp at five o'clock Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh began his 
maiden union budget speech and by 
the time he had ended almost 108 
minures later, he had already been 
accorded several generous rounds ol 
bench-parting Some of it for the 
various points ho had made about the 
budget, and some for the tiuips he 
punctuated his speech with. At one 
point for exampli:. while talking uf 
(he tax levy on pan mesa/a. he refer¬ 
red (o it as an ''organic chemical" 
which was a "preparation containing 
betel-nuts and any one or mere of 
other ingredients such as lime, 
catechu, cardamom, copra aud 
menthol put up for salt ir- unit con¬ 


tainers" WhiU- members were Just 
straining their brain on what such a 
blend could he. the finance minister 
c|uipped in* "hunuurable members 
will recognise ihis coaliiion as pan 
in>«se/a." The bouse was rolling In 
laughter once again when the fi* 
nance minister broughi up another 
matter of "interest." this time a raise 
un the basic excise of soda water 
Immediately alter finishing the part 
on aerated waters in (he text. Vish- 
wanaih Pratap Singh looked away 
from II and said, a twinkle visible in 
hiv eyes, "I Jo not know how many 
members would he affected by that" 
Even the galleries were falling over 
this lime 

Noi that they were full though. 
Apart From the press gallery where 
there was not an inch to spare and 
people were silting on the steps and 
aisles, all oiherv were sparsely peo¬ 
pled In the diplomatic gallery sat 
Harry frames, the United States 
ambassador, all alnne. all attention 
to the finance minister and among 
others in the VIP gallery was seen 
Priyanka Gandhi, who had been 
escorted by Makhanlal Koiedar But 
of course the attention was on the 




man sitting sombre, right in front of 
the Rajya Sabha gallery—former fi* 
nance minister Pranab Mukherjee, 
who was later lo talk tall of the 
budget. There were those who were 
conspicuous by their absence too. 
Opposition stalwarts Charan Singh 
and Jagjivan Ram, ruling party stars 
Amitabh Bachchan and Vyjayanthl-. 
mala Bali. 

The budget speech, which began 
with a quote from the books of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, would have become a 
rather drab affair, had not (he fi¬ 
nance minister Himself broken up his 
monologue with witticisms here and 
there. The oppositinn benches it 
seemed had little to say ell through 
it; that usual barrage of criticism, 
some studied, some ptemeditated 
came only later The most common 
complaint was that by leaving a large 
deficit of R$ 3,3s9 crores uncovered 
the finance minister had made room 
for massive increase in prices for the 
poor while leaving the door open for 
the rich to amass wealth. The manda¬ 
tory sugar-coated-pill-criticism was 
dropped again and there were others 
who tried to point out "structural 
flaws" and "administrative draw¬ 
backs" of the budget. But on first 
sounding on 16 March, there was 
quite a euphoria. The raising of the 
income tax exemption limn from Rs 
IS,000 to Rs 16,000. the abolition of 
the compulsory deposit scheme and 
of estate duty, raises in the exemp* 
lion limit of wealth rax from one and 
a half lakh rupees to two and a half 
lakhs, the removal of license fees 
from radios, televisions and videus, a 
siring of excise and customs conces¬ 
sions on computers and other electro* 
nic goods, all added to it. But then 
(here were the balancers, for the 
middle income group at least. House* 
wives could not have been too happy: 
(hey have to pay more for kerosene 
or cooking and have to spend an 
extra sum on other commodities as a 
result of the increase in prices of 
petrol and railway freight. Give with 
one hand, take away with another? 

Well, anyw)v, the first crunch of 

the budget cajjie on the ni^t of 16 
March itself--on the streets of Delhi. 
Learaingof the hike in petrol prices 
effective midnight, most gas-stations 
promptly shut-shop and waited to get 
better returns, leaving hundred 
stranded in all kinds of places. 


VMwHHih PrsUp Singh 
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SARKARIA COMMISSION 


A Snail’s Pace 


Very litllfr progress has been made 


O r ihc* pJvthuni ul cnminissiQns 
idlmij m New Oelhi'v administra* 
ttvo iuhfike, Che S^irkai la Commission 
net up hy the iare Mrs Indira Gandhi 
<m Si June fur a fresh look at 
ventrt'-Mutt relaiuins, is perhaps the 
must impurikirii in the present puliiic* 
rfl eunieiKi. Be it the ferment in 
Kunjah and Assam ur ihe problems in 
Che North Kast, the financial prob- 
lems of \Ve»t Ben^uil and the south* 
efn mates or the crisis in Jammu and 
Kashmir, it is the Saikana Cummis* 
sion the tieopiv are liKikini; to for 
sriluiium. Kverv time centre-state re- 
latiims hnve duierioraied in the laat 
unipk* of years, the ituvernment has 
com» up with Ihe same convenient 
uiiswor 'The Surkaria Commission 
is hKikmtt into ii.“ hven as late as 14 
Muicli fVime Minister Rajiv 

Giindhi told the Kajyu Sabha thac the 
AkaJi demanJ*< were being looked 
inio l>v Justice Surkaria. It is. but 
with nu »enM.‘ of urgency. While the 
ceniiv-Mutv strains become more in* 
sjsiciUi'i’vry day. the commission de- 
1^he^ate^. 

Alicudv on a one-year extension 
term, the commission will have to get 
another one in June this year and 
perhaps anorheis it it is to complete 
the task assigned to it. During the 
two years that it has been function¬ 
ing. the commission has not even 
been able to complete the preUmi* 
naries. Offjcnils working foi the com* 
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mission agree that the work has been 
**a bii slow" but fail to give reasons 
for the slow progress 

The commission has tu date re¬ 
corded opinions in only five states^ 
Kerala. Madhya Rradesh. Himachal 
Prade^. West Bengal and Tripura— 
and received replies to its exhaustive 
questionnaire sent out in mid-1984. 
from only eight. These states, apart 
from the ones already mentioned, 
are Nagaland. Karnataka and A^m. 
This IS a mere note of views, (heir 
examination will come later. 

One of (he major reasons for this 
delay has also been the preoccupa- 


RAJASTHAN 


An End to ^^Non-rule” 


The pieclion of Hcindeo/oshi has been welcomed 




T he clectinii of Harideo Joshi as 
leader of ihe Congressd) Legisla* 
live Paitv and his taking over as 
chief minister of Rajasthan* foe the 
-;ocond time has been welcomed m 
the state In tact, his coming to power 
IK considered by the people and the 
Cuiigiessi [k iadk and fde e»«n end w 

the five* years of Congressd) "non- 
rule". 

In 1980. people dislodged the Jana* 
la I'atiy government in Rajasthan 
and voted for the Congressd) which 
promised a government which works. 
But the hopes of the people were 
looh shattered, first. Jaginnath 


Pahadia was made chief minister by 
the Congressd) high tommand 
though he did not enjoy a majoritv in 
the legislative par^. To ensure his 
unanimous election, the CLP(I> 
meeting was held at New Delhi in¬ 
stead of at the state capital. But, he 
proved inefficient and tbe 

government machinery in the state 
came to a standstill. 

Shiv Charan Mathur was then 
chosen to succeed him though he did 
not have more than half.a doten sup¬ 
porters LA the ISC strong CLPd). Mr 
Mathur had been a minister in state 
governments, but it was soon clear 






tiun uf the governments in (he states 
with other matters. At one lime, for 
vxamplc. the chief ministers of three 
major southern states—Andhra 
Pradesh, Kdinauka and Tamil 
Nadu—were ill and had gone abroad 
for treatment. The cute ledders were 
also busy with the Luk Sabhd and the 
Assembiv polls The states did nut 
have time, they Cold the commission 
ro slay put in Delhi. Nnw that the 
elections are over and all the three 
chief minisiers m tht* south are in 
bettvi sh.ipe. letters aie going out to 
all of them lor MUimg iip^ meeting. 
If the (ommissuKi had its way. these 
meeiings wimld have been held in 
the tiist week of April Once all the 
states have boon visited, the main 
tack uf asst'inblmg and arranging 
opinions and formulating recom* 
mendMUotkK oi the government of 
India will l>egui 

ll dppiMrs th kt the commission 
made httle progivss in research. In 
these two and a half wars it has 
bei*ii able to interview only 2S0 emi¬ 
nent prople on the (question of cen¬ 
tre-st .*110 relat lulls. Besides, more 
than UK) revi-urchers assigned to 
the commission have been ably to 
pin|Kiiiit only 2 ri high profile issues 
on (he entire ipiestion of ceriire*sute 
relations. Ofhcmls ihemwlves say 
that half rhe woik 1 $ yet to he dune. 
And although ihey have l>een work* 
ing oik the issue for so long, they do 
not s(Tm 10 know which way the 
iommissoMi IS going "Nuthing con* 
irete Ims emerged ds yet. We have 
got .1 cross section of views hut we 
are yet to analyse them," said one 
official 

gerWkwvhen fhahiir. Wew DeW 


(hat he lacked the qualities of a 
leader required for a successful chi^ 
mimster He was soon surrounded by 
sycophants and incurred the dirplea. 
sure of the .senioi party leaders and 
Ml.As. His casteist approach to the 
bureaucraev also had a highly de¬ 
moralising effeci oti the services. 

In fact. 11 of the22 state ministers 
were lefused party tickets in the 
Vidhan Sabha elections. Three 
others were defeated in the elections 
and all (he relatives of the ousted 
ministei'tp 100 , who managed to gel 
nominations as Congres^l) candi- 
dales, were also rejected by the 
people bach time the dissidents 
intensified their campaign agethst 
him, certain national problems di¬ 
verted the central leadership's atten¬ 
tion providing Mr Mathur a fresh 
lease of life. Almost every day. there 
were rumours rhat the chief minister 
was resigning leading to more chaos. 
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Harideo Joshi is the choice ot the 
high command but he also enjoys the 
support of his legislative party Ke 
has been brought at the helm of 
affairs in order to hold the party 
together and provide an effective 
governfflent. Mr Joshi's ability on 
both counts has been tested. After 
(he death of Raja Man Singh, he is 
the seniormu^t legislator of the state 
He has been MLA since 111^2 and his 
political sagacity and administrative 
acumen is well known His election 
as leader of (he ruling party has 
already had a salutary effect im ihc 


governmtnit machinery. 

Mr Joshi has wk far projei ted liini 
self as it thief mmisicr wh<i works. 
He inducted seven miiusters in Ins • 
cabinet the very neat day ufter his 
i»wn swearing.m Both Palladia ami 
Maihur had taken a long time in 
finalising lists ol iheir tabinri I'm 
like his jtredecessot s wlui tonic ntanv 
dav:> to distrdmie ptirllolius, Mi 
Joshi .innoumed the (ttirtlMluks ul ! 
min isters nn mcHl ia ,ely al t ei i he oat h • 
ruhiiig ce'enionv at the Raj Hhawaii ' 
The mmisteis, fulluvring ihevsaiiiple 
set hv their chief mmisier. went > 


straight to the secret anal lo attend 
to (iffice woik altei tiemg sworn m. 
Ml Joshi has decided not lo use the 
Lmimsine at the chief minister’s dis* 
|H)siil and opted for un ordinary 
Ambassador car. “Yuu know I had 
been using a Fiui car when 1 was the 
thiel mmisiei Usi lime Why should 
we sjitMul Jiiyching only tor iKimpaiid 
show'** Mr Joshi told SrsoAs. With 
tile lotinaiion ol the Joshi cabinet, 
all those who were humiliated by 
Shiv C’haiaii M.oliur have been teha* 
bililaleri. 

Cfmtd pmm. 


**l Have No Intention of Protecting the Guilty” 

HajasJlitin CM Haridif) /oslii hild vSi 


HuikJvo Joshi has become the An 
Jnstfiwh CM at n rime when rhe 
.Seventh Han of the state is yet to 
he fiiMhstd and the state's finances 
are m a poor shape The morate of 
the serviced is very fow. The ntiinfi 
patty's sirenftih has gone down 
whr/e rfie opposition, after ihe ehv 
ri<iiis. has gadied arreivf^h. 

Q . During tire Lnk Sabha etec 
tions hist /December, rhe C'oii 
pn\ss(i} candicfares bad cortvirrihig 
lends in ItlJ out of 200 Assembly 
.segments of the state Hut the trend 
was iwer.sed wrrhjxr rwu m<inrh5 
and the parry lost 70 more seg- 
rrtenr.s and covid capture only IIJ 
.seats. Tbr.s na.v 3/ seats less than 
the party's strength in the last 
Vtdhan S^bha. How do you explatn 
this phenomenon.^ 

A . No one can deny the fact that 
oui party has won fewer seats this 
time but at the same time it has 
been given an absolute majority. 
People want our parly to continue 
tu rule. 

Q: Does the debacle not mean that 
rhe people have expressed then 
displeasure about the performance 
of the past government at the state 
level? 

A: You can't call it a debacle. The 
policies are formulated by the ceii 
ere. Guidelines and a major part of 
the financial outlay also come from 
there Once the Planning Commis 
sion approves the plan, the respon* 
ftifaility for its implementation re$ts 
on the state government. The peo¬ 
ple have thus overwhelmingly 
approved Rajiv Gandhi's policies 
and plans without any reservations. 
But on (he implementation side, 
their approval has been limited and 
to lome extent our candidates have 
lost. 


(J fhi' jh-oplr's Ijtih in tin- govern 
merit N .rlu/rlv tir defiit'r tbr* ginnh 
has Ihx'ii ^ntisuU'iably eindeit 'the 
hoiH'sl .itnl able adminiyttatois lind 
thvm'>i'hes mit of pl,ae unit iht 
vU ctod ivtue’^iitatixes leel htiinili 
utvd. 

A Mv firsi jiih would he to iv«forv 
;he faith of all walks of vwieiv iri 
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the government. This is ptiAsiblv 
only when the bureaucrais imple* 
mem government policies faithful 
ly and fearle^tsly and the elected 
representatives, ruit only MPs and 
MLAs but even the sarpamVie. are 
given due respect and a proper loie 
tu plav and are alhnved lo moke a 
constructive contribution to the de¬ 
velopment of their respective 
areas. Rajasthan has been ad* 
judged as the numbci one state in 
theimplementaiion ol the Zdpoint 
programme. But the fact is that 
statistics have no relevance to real 
ity. Even Rajiv Gandhi had once 
expressed such feelings in a pubhv 
meeting at Jaipur. And 1 quite 
agree with Rajivji. fhere is a vast 
difference between claims and the 


real im|>iici <d Ihs'se progi anime.s. 
We will aciiviH' rhe g<ivvriim«nt 
aijchinerv loeijiiiiie that it delivers 
grinds m i,v.d lei ms, 

Q. V'uii bifiv got j goiernnrent 
Hbrcb Is III a wrx poor state of 
hvjfrh fiiuiiu’ialfy The Sex’onth 
Plan IS ri» hi' formulated bur be 
('.<us«* m the Urk of hinds. br>n will 
you hf nhle to lukv up the rc^rjurred 
nunifK*r of wi'ffarc' schemes^ 

A You lire righi. The linances of 
the slate are in a precarious posi¬ 
tion Bui I want tu be realistic. A 
balance between pi a is and re* 
souues liHv to be drawn and we will 
strive f<ir the sam.*. 

(f' 77ie law and ordei machinery of 
thv state appears to have gone out 
ot the government's coniioi Use of 
exies.s power on the slightesl or 
firrfe pro vo car/on. murders in 
police stations, rape by uniformed 
men and harassment of innocent 
people, even of MLAs and ex- i 
minjsrer.s appears ,>• have berome . 
the government's polu y The policy 
of protecting every deed and mis- 
deed of thv police has emboldened 
ivrong efements in rhe police set' 
tip. ihe colmiiiation of which was 
the killing of Man Singh. 

A* 'rhe very first act which 1 did 
aftvi assuming charge was tu cal) 
rhe director geneml of police, (he 
home secretary and the chief 
sectetary tu discuss tl.e law and 
order situation. I have made it clear 
to them that the new government 
wants all the p* nding judicial en* 
quiries completed without further 
delay and chat minimum possible 
force should be used for maintain¬ 
ing law and order. 1 have no inten* 
tion uf protecting anyone found 
guilty 

tel en^uW by bUHap Chand Oaiidla 
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MADHYA PRADESH 


“I Believe inJ/Vork, Not JTalk^ 

Madhya Pradesh CM MotiJoJ Vora told Sunday 


With his "dean " image and a suc¬ 
cessful stint as the Madhya Pradesh 
PCC(I) chief behind Arm, S^-year-oId 
Metilai Vora was the obvious choice 
as the chief mimster of Madhya 
Pradesh after the resignation of Ar- 
jun Singh. Voee had worked as a 
joumsJist before beginning his poir* 
tkaJ career as a SociaJtst over 2S 
years ago. Hejotned the Congresa(Rf 
in 297], in protest agetnsi the Sociai- 
ist Party's dectston to Join the 
"Grand AJlianca " which induded the 
Jena Sangh at the 1971 pdU. Vora 
has succesatuUy contest^ the Leg- 
isiative Assembty elections from 
Purg in MP in 1972, 1978 and I9$i 
and was vice<bairman of the MP 
State Road Transport Corporation 
and minister of higher education 
before becoming the state PCC(t) 
chief. 

O g You have been an MLA since 
* 2972 and have worked with 
three chief mimsrers: P. C Sethi, 
Shyama Charan ShukJa and Ariun 
Singh. Do you think you will make • 
successful chief ministerf 
A: With the cooperetioa of ny 
perfytneni the people and everyone 
concerned in running the administra* 
lion, I hope lo be a aucces^ui chief 
minisier. 

Q: A chief minrirer can be success 
fuJ only through good adminisrrerion 
for which the cooperetion of officia/s 
is needed. Ac preaenf, there seems 
to be a lack of trust berween the 
po/icica/ leadership and the esecu- 
c/ve. 

A; 1 doo*i agree wieb you. In my 
capeciiy as minister for higher 
education, and earlier, when I uras 
vic«*chairman of the MP5RTC 
(Madhya Pradesh State Road Trans¬ 
port Corporation). 1 had the coopera* 
tion of the bureaucracy. My 
approach is that we should review 
their (the bureaucrats) work from 
time to time to see that they work 
correctly, but we should crust them. 
There was never any atmosphere of 
mistrust, nor shall be there any such 
chitig now or in the future, 

Q: What are your plans for stream- 
lining the administration.^ 

A: I believe in work, not talk, f 
shall not be able to discuss at present 
all my plans bur time'bound pre^* 
rammes for developmantprojectsare 
i must. Given proper budgetary 
allocations, every programme must 
be complete according lo schadule 



MetfciVeea _ 

and I am not going to tolerate any 
excuses. No person erring in this 
respect will be spared. We shell 
make proper budget ellocetions for 
developmental programmes and we 
shall accept only concrete results. 
Our biggest problem is the shortege 
of drinking water end we ere going to 

ANDHRA PRADESH 


launch our plans on a war footing. 

Q: Heaps of files are lying with the 
ministers who don't even attend the 
Secretariat. 

A: A large number of files are 
pending with ministers because of: 
the elections and 1 have asked them 
not only to dispose of the pending 
files, but also dispose of axpedi* 
dou^y files concerning their port* 
folios in futurs. It will be esteneial 
for the ministen to sit in the secra* 
tariet regularly and attend to their 
files and other administrative mat¬ 
ters. The programmes for the socio* 
economic uplifement of the weaker 
sections of society launched by Ar jun 
Singh will be continued. 

Q: Arjun Singh at chief minister 
was subject to constant attacks from 
his rivals like P. C. Sethi, V. C. 
Sfruft/s. Madhav Rao Semdia and 
Kama! Nath, Do you expect simiiar 
proldems? 

A: I don't ag^ae with you. During 
the chief*ministership of Arjun 
Singh, there was no groupiim or 
opposition. Dif ferencas of opinion on 
issues do not mean opposition. As a 
minuter in Arjun Singh's d^em* 
ment and later as PCC(I) chief I got 
full support from Sethi, Shukla, Scin* 
die and Kamel Nath and I am sure I 
will get full cooperation from them 
now. 

imanUwed ky M. V. Rher, 


Death in Hyderabad 


Six die in communoi riofs 

H istory repealed itself in Rydei* 
abad wbm communal riots broke 
our in the old diy on 8 March claim¬ 
ing $U lives and leaving 20 others 
seriously injured. *Sinc« 197g, com 
munaJ riots have become seasonal in 
Kyderabad,” says a senior police 
officer cynically. In the past few 
years, riots have broken out despite 
heavy police patrols, whenever Mus¬ 
lim and Hindu religious festivals 
have fallen close to each other. But 
the most disturbing feature of the 
coauDuoal problem in Hyderabad is 
communal violence during the elec¬ 
tions. Two years ago, communal vio¬ 
lence erupted in Chandrayangutta 
on $ January during the Assembly 
elections. On 5 March IMS, trouble 
began again at Chandrayaogutia dur¬ 
ing polling In both cases die sparks 
which ignited the communal flame 
were purdy political. 

Voting began peacefully on S 
March. Police amogeaeou were 
thorough in ibis "sensitive* cenati- 
nieocy and the dey of vocecoundag 


passed off peacefully as did 7 
March-^Hoii But the city authorliias 
were caught unawares when com¬ 
munal passions flared up on 7 March. 
The dty police force and the rein¬ 
forcements brought in from other 
pans of the country had been on 
constant vigil since 4 March but by g 
March, the difficult period was 
thought to be over. 

Accordiog to the directives of the 
Election Commission, election re- 
sulu should not be declared in any* 
constituency where over 90 per cent 
of the votes hive bean polled without 
infocmiog the Election Commission. 
In Chaodrayengumuin the old city 
area of Hyderabed,93 per cent of the 
votes were cast according to the 
figures supplied by the polling offi¬ 
cials. In seven polling stations over 
100 per cent voting had taken place, 
la 133 of the 173 polling stations, 
voting was over 90 per cent. Election 
results thus were withheld pending 
confinnatioD by the Electloa Com- 
miesioo . Tanslon mounted on B 
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Mirch if («r i niraour tpriid througta 
the constituency chit a rapoU had 
been ordered in the entire consti* 
tvency. 

Fights broke out after workers of 
one group claimed chat their candi 
date had been declared elected while 
supporters of the other party 
asserted that a repoll had been 
ordered. The police rushed to the 
scene (Kaveli Kaman near Sultan 
Shahi) to bring the situation utuiet 
control. The crowd dispersed but 
regrouped and brickbat* 
ting and looting continued. A young 
boy was scabiMd near the market 
place that day and this began a series 
of retaliatory attacks which led to 
the death of five persons by the 
eveoirtg. Curfew was once again im* 
posed but trouble began to spread . 
As Kadar AJi, a vegetable vendor 
whose wooden cart was destroyed in 
the violence leid, "It is only us poor 
innocent people who suffer. These 
political people fight and we suffer. 

In 1963, the contest in Chan* 
drayangutta between the BJP and 
the Ma]iis*e*ltrchadul (MDd) had in* 
itially led to clashes between suppor* 
ters of both parties when the candi* 
dates and their supporters (Mr 
Nirendra of the BJP aiUl Mr Amanul* 
lah Khan of the MIM) met during the 
campaign tour. Curfew was not im* 
posed immediately till polling ended 
and when normalcy was restored ten 
days later the death toll had gone up 
CO 11. 

Polarisation of the electorate in 
the old city is almost complete. This 
is mainly because of the mutual 
distrust l^cween the two nia|or com¬ 
munities, which is aggravated during 
election time by party rivalry which 
divides the people along communal 
lines. Chandreyangurta docs not 
have a clear maiority of any one 
community and has been consistent* 
ly returning tb«*MIM candidate but 
with a margin of less than 3,000 
votes. It has therefore always been 
the scene of hectic electioneering 
with volatile, speeches by the BJP 
and the MIM leaders. 

This time, the BJP did not field an 
official party candidate, since Mr Ale 
Narendra had moved to Himayatna* 
gar constituency, in a byelection. But 
the BJP supponed a formed party 
I membW R.G.Kriahna contesting as 
I an independent against the ntting 
i MTM MTJ^ AsieiiuUah Khan. Mr 
Khan is no less volatile and was 
involved in an unseemly incident 
with the Coafress(t) candidete 
Habib Mustafa and assaulted him 
just befoee the electioo. But neither 
the CoAgrass(I) nor the Telugu Do* 
aam has any inroads in the 
area. 



BIHAR 

Victory for Jagannath Mishra 


Chandro Shekhar Singh steps down from office 


O n 12 March, the reign of CM 
Chandra Shekhar Singh ended 
and fimdeswari Dubey, the 61*year* 
old trade union leader became (he 
19tb chief minister of Bihar. Ironical¬ 
ly. Mr Singh ended his reign exactly 
the way he had begun it. Two years 
ago, 00 14 August 1963, the state's 
outgoing chief nimsier Jagannath 
Mishra, complying with the Congres- j 
s(]) hi^ command's wishes, had re* I 
luctandy proposed Mr Singh’s name. ' 
This time, Chandra Shekhar Singh. | 
hopeful (ill the end of retaining his ' 
poeidon had to announce his resigns* , 
tion and the decision to make Dubey 
the new chief minister i 

Mr Singh's dismissal was actually a 
victory for his arch*Hval Dr Jagann* 
nath Mishra who had been lobbying | 
in Delhi for the dismissal of Chandra , 
Shekhar Sin^. For Mishra, who en* 
joys the support of a majority of the 
party MLAs. it bad become a prestige * 
issue and he had even declared that 
the CM be selected by direct elec* 
tions. 

The issue however hung in the 
balence, with both the Singh end the 
MishraDubey lobbies confident of 
getting the ood. But even after the 
interviews of the MLAs bv the AIC- 
QI) observer, union minister Bansi 
La] and the A1CC<1) joint secreiafy 
V.K Patil, the issue hung in the 
balance According to sources, a 
majority of (he legislators left the 
decision to the Congressd) high com¬ 
mand while most of the others pre- | 
ferred Mr Dubey. That evening a 
confident Mishra basing his claims 
on his sui^MKt in the state CLPfl) 
assured his supporters that Dub^ 
would be the next chief minister. 
Meanwhile C.S. Singh, gaming in 
confidence from the support by the | 
A1CC(I) treasurer Sitaram Kesri who 
switch^ his support from the Mis* 
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hra-Dubey camp, remained equally 
confident. 

In fact, rill one pm uti 12 March. Mr 
Singh's supporters remained jubi¬ 
lant. maintaining that Mr Singh 
would be reinstated. They even 
stared rhai Mr Bansi LaJ had met Mr 
Singh and congratulated him. Actual¬ 
ly. Mr Lai had met (he CM only lo ask 
him to propose Mr Du bey’s name. 
According to sources. Dubey had the 
support of about 100 MLAi and 50 
others supponed Singh while the 
others preferred someone of the high 
command's choice. 

Visibly upset by the decision, 
Chandra Shekhar Singh promised 
full cooperation lo Dubuy in order to 
strengthen the party, impleinent Ra* 
jiv Gandhi's directives and develop* 
ment work in the state before leaving 
for Delhi by a special plane. In return 
Dubey promised e clean and efficient 
administration. He also suggested 
that he would have an open mind 
regarding the formation of the minis* 
try. indicating that some of Singh’s 
men cuuld find a place in his cabinet. 

Though Dubey was projected as 
the new CM even before the Assem¬ 
bly elections (he was denied a Lok 
Sabha ticket and made PCC(l) chief) 
hes chances, till Mishra stepped m to 
lend his weight, were rather slim. 
And according to a senior Congres- 
s(l) leader, Mr Bansi Lai was per¬ 
suaded by the "old guards'* to settle 
for Mr Dubey. But despite the elec* 
tioo of Dubey, the balance of power 
in the state remains, with the C^bey* 
Mishra faction considerably 
weakened by the exit of Mr Sitaram 
Kean to the Singh faction. What 
political observers wdl be watching 
with keen interest is the future of the 
Dubey-Mi&hra alliance 

For Dubey, the path ahead is likely 
to have many pitfalls. A major prob* 
lem that Du^y will have to face will 
be his actinide towards the Cungres* 
Ml) rebels—all of whom are suppor¬ 
ters of Dr Misbra^who have won the 
elections. Though Dubey has 
announced their expulsion, many of 
them are alreadv pressing for reen¬ 
try. For Mishra. :he fall of the Singh 
government and the instalJatiori of 
Dubey has been a major victory. As 
ooe 4^ his supporters claimed, "Dr 
Mishra has not only survived in poli¬ 
tics. but has proved that the high 
command was wrong in replacing 
him.’* 
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KERALA 


UDF Weathers a Storm 

CM Karu/iakaran continues to remain in power 


T he United Democretic Front 
(UDF) ministry in Kerela which 
been clinging co power for the 
last two years weathered another 
aeries of storms in the last few weeks. 
After a good performance in the Lok 
Sabha elections, the UDF lost ail 
three seats in the 28 'February 
byalactions to the CPl(M)*]ed Left 
C^mocratic Front of which one seat 
was held by the UDF. Then three 
MLAs of the DOF's coalition partner 
National Democratic Party (NDP) 
wanted their ministerial nominee to 
be removed after 18 people were 
killed and many more seriously 
burnt when kerosene supplied moat* 
ly bv the Hindustan Petroleum Cor* 
porAtion exploded in kitchens in 
pai:s of central Kerala. The UDF 
nominee for the speaker's post, V. M. 
Sudheeran (Congress'I), )ust man* 
aged to win by a whisker after two 
votes of the eight scat majority UDF 
were, as observers believe, purposely 
invalidated by disgruntled MLAs 
A» though he had not had enough, 
chief minister Karunakaran was at 
the receiving end of some serious 
allegations by Gundu Rao the ex 
chief minister of Karnataka. After 
the stunning defeat at the hands of 
the Janata Parry, Gundu Rao angry 
at not being given a ticket, lashed out 
at karunakaran who along with A. K. 
Antony was in charge of conducting 
the party campaign in Karnataka 
saying that he had purposely Kunled 



the campaign, Karurtakarao’s aim, he 
said, is to become the Congre6s(l)'s 
only strongman in the Sout^ Gundu 
Rao want coebeaxtent of edvenising 
this allegation in Karnataka news¬ 
papers wi^ pictures of Indira and 
Rajiv Capdbi. Another charge 
against Karunakaran was that he 
distributed only Rs 10,000 to ei<ch 
candidate from the party funds. 

but as Rao alleged, Karunakaran 
still remains the party's strongman in 
the South which would noi have been 
the case if a strong Con^essfl) minis¬ 
try had coma to power in Karnataka. 
What made Gundu Rao even more 
angry was the way Karunakaran 
made him plead for a ticket. Rao 
even went to the extent of pleading 
before the 2S-year«old Kerala MLA 
and president of the National Stu¬ 
dents Union of India, Famesh Chen- 
nitballa. who is close to Karunakar- 
an. Ironically, it was Gundu Rao who 
had gone out of his way to encourage 
Chennithalla when he was the CM. 
Rao had even presented the student 
leader with a Premier Padmini car 
which he still uses. Ramesh Chen- 
nithaJiaisnow reportedly a favourite 
of the Prime Minister. According to a 
source who was in the plane with 
Chennithalla and Karunakaran, an 
aide of Rao almost fell at Chennithal- 
la’s feet as they were walking from 
the plane at Delhi airport. 

unity of the two groups of the 
Kerala Coagresa Is not a happy omen 
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for Karunakaran who has very 
shrewdly been following the policy of 
divide and rule. A \uuted Kerala 
Congress with 14 MLAs is a major 
pressure group within the UDF and 
sparks have already starred flying 
with tb* economist and chairman of 
the economic cell of the KPCC(I) Dr 
K. P. Gopalakrishnan accusiog the 
Kerala Congress finance minister K. 
M. Mani of mishandling his portfolio 
and landing Kerala in a financial 
trouble. Dr Gopalakrishnan told Sw* 
1 UY that the finance minister had 
exempted up to 1,000 coconut trees, 
700 rubber trees from taxation re* 
suiting In a huge loss of revenue. The 
Kerala Congress is backed by rich 
farmers and planters of central Kara* 
la for whom this tax exemption is a 
gift. 

Mani retorted by issuing a booklet 
defending his role but as Gopalak' 
rishnan said, "What 1 am amesed is 
that he has uiutiacad to hoodwink 
two chief ministers Karunakaran and 
Nayanar." The Kerala Congress was 
a partner of the CPI(M)-led Left 
Democratic Front under E. K. Naya- 
nar before it switched sides. Mani 
cherishes ambitions of becoming 
chief minister which he can fulfil if 
the Kerala Congress decides to 
change camps again and join the 
LDF. The process has already been 
initiated with the student wing of the 
party. The Kerala Students Congress, 
aligning with the Students Federa¬ 
tion of India (SFI) in the Gandbiji 
University Union (central Kerala) 
elections and defeating the Congress 
student wing, the Kerala Students* 
Union, which lost all the three presti¬ 
gious university union elections in 
the state to the SFX and its allies. But 
b.M.d Namboodtripad has, 
announced that the LDF is not a 
shelter camp for parties being* 
"smoked out" from the UDF. Howev* 
er. other Left Front leaders like Baby 
John of the RSP are seriously con¬ 
tinuing their efforts to woo the Kera¬ 
la Congress. 

Meanwhile, housewives in Kerala 
are putting aside their kerosene 
stoves as reports of stoves bursting 
are coming in from different pans (rf 
the state. The government has asked 
the Hindusthun Petroleum Corpora- 
Hon to withdraw stocks for the month 
of February if they want to continue 
distribution. The government wUJ 
also insist on guarantee certificates 
for each load. According to Hindus- 
than Petroleum and Bharat Pet¬ 
roleum, the kerosene got mixed with 
naphu while it was being transfer¬ 
red from tankers to the r^iaery In 
Cochin. About 50 people have bean 
seriously burnt by the explosions. 


K. M. Mm\ 
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Crime King to be Freed 

Charles Sobhra/ will soon complete his seven year term 


C hirUs Gununukh Sobhraj, one of 
the 20 th century's most notorious 
criminals is soon to be released fr^n 
Karwar jail, in Karnataka. All nine 
criminal charges faced by him have 
been tried in Indian courts and after 
undergoing rigorous imprisonment 
in India for seven yeers, ^bhraj will 
now be a free man. He, however, is \ 
wanted in several cases abroad. 
There is a warrant against him from 
the government of Thailand and he is 
on the wanted list of criminals in 
Greece and Nepal. 

According to Interpol sources, the 
warrant of arrest against Sobhraj has 
been renewed recently, so that once 
released from the Karwar jail, he will 
not be allowed to leave the country. 
The Karnataka government has been 
instructed to transfer Sobhraj to Do 
Jhi*s Tihar Central jail, after which 
charges against him in foreign coun* 
tries would be eaatnined. An extradi* 
lion court would be set up to study 
(he applications for his extradition 
and if charges against Sobhraj are 
found substantial, he wotdd be de* 
ported on the basis of Section S of the 
Extradition Act of 1962 (he is a 
French national, who bad an Indian 
father and Vietnamese mother. He 
was born in Saigon). 

Ai the time of his arrest in New 
Delhi on S July 1976, Sobhraj faced 
as many as 100 charges around the 
world. He was wanted on charges of 
murder, drugging, looting and 
forgery in Paris. Beirut, Kathmandu. 
Hong Kong and Saigon besides fac* 
ing a series of charges in New Delhi, 
Madras. Bombay, and Varanasi He 
had cleverly managed to hoodwink 
the police in all these cities and had a 
narrow escape from the police in 
Bombay when he had been hospital 
ised for an appendix operation in 
1974. Two years later, he was recog¬ 
nised in Delhi as the same Sobhraj 
where he, posing as a tourist guide, 
was apprehended while drugging 
French eeuusts at the Vikram hotel. 
Kis accom^ice and wife, Marie 
Andree Leclerc;,, was also arrested 
with him. Since bis sensational arrest 
in 19B1, he was shifted from Tihar 
jail to Varanasi jail. The following 
year he was imprisoned at Allahabad 
and later in February 1964 transfer 
red to Karwar jail 
The lair of the criminal charges 
faced by Sobhraj in India was initi¬ 
ated by ■ French national, Teie Bru¬ 
no, who alltgad that on 9 January 
1976, Sobhraj had adminisierad to 


him and two whet Preach tourists 
stupefying drugs and when they be¬ 
came unconscious robbed them of 
their belongings worth fb. 40,000. 
When the complaint was lodged by 
Tete Bmao on II January 197^ 
Sobhraj faced several criminal 
charges iri ocher cities. In the capital 
itself, there were three cases against 
him. The first was recorded at the 
Chanakyapuri police station in 1971 
<PIR No 412). He was charged in case 
No 561/76 at the Connaught llaca 
police station and a third case was 
registered at the Daiyaganj police 
station charging him with the murder 
of a foreign national. Luke Solomon. 
(Sobhraj was later acquitted io the 
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case and charged with culpable 
hwiicide not amounting to murder). 
Sobhraj was also charged with the 
murder of A. A. Jackob io Varanasi 
in January 1976. In this case too, 
Sobhraj was acquitted of murder 
charges because of an eye*witness 
account given before the court. 

Sobhraj has wiitten to several of 
his friends in India and abroad about 
bis future plans alter he leaves jail. 
He is said to have been approached 
by a host of writers and jeumalists to 
write about his eventful life A 
famous HolJywood producer is also in 
touch with • proposal to film his Ufa. 
police sources say. Sobhraj who has 
already been tba subject of two biog¬ 
raphical aketebes Serpontint and the 


Lift and Crimes of Charles Sobhraj 
has recently completed a manuscript 
in prison which he has sent lo Fan 
rublishers, London and has entered 
into an agreement with a British 
writer to co*author his autobiography 
covering the period of his captivity. 

In one letter written by ^bhraj 
from Karwar jail to R.K. Ohrl, his 
lawyer in New Delhi, he has said, 
^My trial here is over. (What) only 
remains now (is) my statement under 
Section 313, argument and jude* 
ment. So by the end of this month I’ll 
be meeting you." In the same letter 
he has also written to his lawyer 
about the Bhopal gas tragedy "i am 
interested in chat Union Carbide 
case in Bhopal and am thinking of 
investing some money in it, for I em 
sure it’s e gold mine stuff. My idea is 
to come into an agreement with one 
or two lawyers and tie up a contract 
with two or three (of) Bhopal’s vic> 
tims, and (hen hand over their cases 
to my lawyers in (hr USA...*’ 
Apparently hoodwinking innocent 
people has become a habit, which 
Sobhraj cannot easily give up. 

U is evident that seven years of 
imprisonment has not dampened the 
penchant Sobhraj had for making 
something out of nothing. In fact, he 
has been an eni^.atic and charisma¬ 
tic prisoner behind bars At the Tihar 
jail, he used to receive VIP treat* 
ment His cell in jail was lined by 
hundreds of books and even now in 
Karwar. Sobhraj is surrounded by 
books and piles of correspondence he 
receives from all over the world. He 
was also in the news about the **mar* 
riage ceremony** that was performed 
between him and an American wri¬ 
ter, Shereen Walker on 15 November 
1961 in Varanasi jail. Shereen Wal¬ 
ker was asked (o leave the country on 
14 February, 1982. His first wife, 
Canadian bom Marie Andree, who 
was also wanted along with Sobhraj 
on criminal charges in India was 
allowed to leave the country for 
treatment by a Supreme Court order 
of 1963. Marie Andree. after a year of 
hospitalisation in Canada died of 
cancer in September 1984. 

**! consider myself a businessman, 
not a criminaL and 1 know I never 
killed good people,” Sobhraj had 
said CO Richard Neville and Julie 
Clarke, the American authors of Life 
tnd Cfiaies who had conducted a 
secies of imerviews with Sobhraj in 

Tihar jail. In ihe same book, Sobhraj 
has bIm declared that if he is ever 
made to face a trial in Thailand, he 
wil! ”deny everything.” According to 
his iav^ers, Sobhraj will seek resi¬ 
dence in India after his release. The 
exrradition court proceedings, mean 
while are being finalised. 

Me gwH New 0 ^ 
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ANTARCTIC EXf^OiTlON 

A Change of Site ? 


Scientists /eel that tiie research station is incorrectly located 


Most siatioos of other countries 
ere dotted eJong the interior of the 


F our years after embarking on an 
ambitious programme for the ea* 
ploration of Antarctica, (he depart* 
nteni of ocean development is now 
wondering whether the selection of 
the site for India's research station 
Dakshin Gangotri was correct. A new 
site will bo selected by the time the 
fifth expedition sets sail for Antarc¬ 
tica by (he end of the year. Since 
Dccemlier 19A1, when the first batch 
of 23 Indians went to Antarctica, four 
successful expeditions have been 
concluded, the last of which will be 
returning to India by the end of 
March, The search for a new site has 
begun after scientists and geologists 
on the four expeditions expressed 
dissaiisfaction over the site, situated 
22 kilometres away from the Antarc¬ 
tic ,>cean. where a permanent man¬ 
ned station has been setup. Easy 
accessibility from the sea, which 
would facilitate the comfortable 
movement of men and cargo, 
apparently led co the selection of this 
site. However, (here is sufficient 
proof now that Dakshin Gangotri 
which is part of the continental ice 
shelf IS not a suitable site foi explot* 
ing for mineral and oil reserves. 


continent, along areas called the 
Ro&s Sea and the Waddel Sea. There 
are very few manned searions near 
the Dakshin Gangotri, the two 
largest being the Russian station 
Hovolisarevsksya end the South 
African station Same, are aJso in 
areas not considered rich in mineral 
and oil reserves. The Russian station 
set up more than 20 years ago, U one 
of the 2g such starions of the USSR 
and IS in fact not even manned by the 
Russians throughout the year. 

A senior official cd the department 
of ocean development told SuNnav; 
*‘lf India has to make a serious stake 
for Antarctic wealrh, it will have to 
move inside. At long as we are at the 
Dakshin Gangotri, we will not be* 
nefit at all.*' He alto pointed out that 
the life of (he station ia not likely to 
be more than five to seven years, 
since the ice shelf is in constant 
movement and there is the danger of 
the station caving in. 

Since India em^rked on its ambi* 
tious programme of scientific ex* 
ploration of Antarctica, the inveit- 
ment in the programme has bm 
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increasiog. While the first tvro ax* 
pediiions cost Rs 1.90 croras and Rs 
1.9S crores respectively, the two sub* 
aaqueat axpeditioBs have cost much 
more. The third expedition, which 
was the first to leave behind a 
wintering party in the continent, cost 
Rs S.85 crores and the last expedi¬ 
tion, which has left 13 members 
behind has already spent Rs 6.03 
crores. 

Future Indian investments in 
Antarctica are likely to go up. There 
are various proposes awaiting the 
sanction of xJm government which, if 
approved would improve Indian 
prospects in the continent. One of 
the factors which has been restrict¬ 
ing Indian interests in Antarctica is 
(he fact that inspite of deciding to 
have one Antarctic expedition every 
year and putting up a permanent 
manned station, India has not purch¬ 
ased a ship to transport Indians co 
the continent. Instead, ships have 
only been chartered at tremendous 
cost. At present the Finnish ice 
breaker Fianpoltris, which is being 
used by the Indians is costing the 
government 12,500 dollars every day. 
It is now believed that the govern¬ 
ment has approached several ship 
builders in Europe to present propoi* 
als for the construction of a research 
vessel for India. 

A decision is also likely to be taken 
ahortiy to purchase an aircraft which 
would establish a permanent eir link 
between India and Antarctica. Hego- 
riations have begun with the USA for 
the purchase of e C 130 Hercules for 
this purpose. Once such an aircraft is 
purchased, a permanent air strip will 
be erected on the ice shelf and an air 
link established, most probably 
through Argentina. 

Another major investment is the 
purchase of the Sagar Sampada an 
ice*strengthened fishing vessel from 
Denmark. The vessel which has cost 
Rs 18 crores repayable on a s^t loan, 
will soon commence operations in 
the Antarctic waters in the summer 
months and catch krill, a hi^ pro* 
tein marine organiiin found in the 
Antarctic waters. 

The race for Antarctica is hotting 
up. It has been established that there 
is tremendous potential and wealth 
Udden below the ice pack. Accord* 
ing to the US geological survey con* 
ducted recently, there ere IS million 
barrels of oil tad three trlUioB cubic 
feet of gas below the ica shelf. There 
is also ample evidence of large quan* 
tides of iron, coal, nickel, sine, gold 
and uranium As a member of the 
consultative committee of Antarc* 
tica, India can share the rich reserves 
9t the continent. 
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The GuH Connection 

. ^ • k p 

Bombay Customs smash c racket 


R ajukuttan AmjI, a poor labourer 
from Trivandrum, recumad lo 
India from Dubai in DWamber 1904. 
At Bombayi Sabar alrpon. bt do' 
dared that he was comlni back after 
workins for chrea years abroad and 
was thus covered by the provisions of 
**TraQslar of Residence" (TR) rules, 
which pennitced him to Import all his 
used household aitklat. Five crates 
were cominf by lae^ which were 
declared by Asari as his "unaccompa* 
nied baffage." A landini certiflcaie 
was duly Issued. When these crates 
were not claimed for over a momK 
Asari was cracad by the Merine end 
Preventive Wlnf of Bwnbay Customs 
et Trivendrum end taken to the Un* 
claimed Bagiagc Centre <UBC) of 
fiombey's Indira docks. When the 
crates wereepened. ix was found that 
Asari had ispuriad goods worth fU 
4.41 lakhs. The brand new items 
seued by theCustoms included three 
Hitachi refrigerators, three National 
(Japanese) aircondltioners, a cook* 
Ing range, a seven*eysiem video- 
cassette recorder (National NV 760), 
a model which hed been merketed 
only in October 1904. Japanese Non* 
taki and Nagoya crockery sets, 15 
carpets, microovecu, vacuum clean' 
era. hundreds of KJtkat and Tobler 
chocolates end scores oi two brands 
of perfume: Masculine and You and 
Me. 

Asari had become a courier for 
contraband at Dubai. He had paid Rs 
15,000 to • job racketeer three years 
ago, to get employment in the Gulf. 
He had been unemployed for • mejor 
part of his stay at Chibei. Starvation 
smd penury In an alien lend made 
Aaari a desperate person. He'hed no 
money to eat, leave aside buy • tkket 
beck to India.' Then, some friends 
look him to a "Rebin Hood" who 
visited Dubai from Bombay often. 
The "Robin Hood" gave Asari an air 
ticket CO Bombay. In return, be was 
asked to obtain a landing certificate 
at Sabar airport. He was given an 
address, where be eras to report and 
arrangements for his suy at Bombay 
were also aetured by this "Robin 
Hood." Not only that, Asah was told 
that wee "his luggage* was cleared 
from the Indira docks, he would be 
glveii a train ticket to Tnvandrum 
^tia Rs 10.00Q, i^kb he could ^vry 
Deck home as hii ^earnings at 
Dubai.* For a perwa in Aaari’s 
pUghr, it was as atrractlvo propel: 
don. At Bombay., ha went to she 


assigned address. He was put up in a 
dormitory in the Nishaopada area, 
near Doa^. Solfcar the guest 

house where Asari bed been put up 
by his smuggler patrons, had come 
under Customs surveillance from 
mid'Decenber. Asari was told that 
the "trail was hot" and asked to stay 
at Solkar Mantil till arranfements 
could be made to clear his baggage. 
The Custwis rules require the pre 
tence of the pessengtr et the In^a 
docks when the cleartnce Is done. So, 
till his "beggage* was cleared, the 
promised Rs 10,000 was not forth* 
comifig. Aseri ran away to Trivaa* 
drum in early January. He did net 
wait for the money. His passport end 
lending certificate were recovered 
by the Customs on g January, when 
they raided Solkar Ikbnvil. He was 
traced m e slum in Trivendrum end 
Asari wUUagiy confessed On the 
basis of bis stacemeni, the "Robin 
Hood," Moinuddin Sherfuddin Par 
ker, was arrested. When the cretee 
were opened at che lodtre docks, 
Asan looked at the luxury goods with 
surprise. No, they did ooi belong to 
him. be told the Customs. Suddenly 
he sponed a battered suitcase; "This 
is mine," he said. The suitcase was 
opened. There were some used 
clothes end a new frock for e little 
girl "I bad bought this for my daugh* 
ter," Asari laid, (ears streaming 
down hu cneeks. The Customs offk* 
ers let ham take his suitcase along 
frith him to Tnvaadrua. 



The abbreviation ‘MP*, in Cixstoms 
parlance refers to the Manna and 
Preventive wing. The tfam of 'Xus* 
corns MP," comprising P.K. Kapoor, 
$.K. Pali and G N. Deshpande had 
been aroased by the quick dearancei 
certain consignments * had got at 
the Unclaimed Baggage Centre 
<UBC) at Indira docks. On 10 Decern* 
ber 1904, they found one consign* 
ment being presented for clearance 
at 11 am and by 1.30 pm. a truck 

carrying the goods was unloading at 
Mohammed All Road in the Dongri 
area of the city. Normelly, each crate 
should require 30 minutes for clear* 
ance. The five crates belonging to 
one Mohendas Kanarakutti had ^n 
cleared m record time. The truck wes 
followed up to Dongri and after the 
unJoeding was almost over, the piece 
was raided Kenerakutti was not 
found, bur Abbas Dandekar, a local 
resident, came forward with the Cut* 
toms cteerance papera and Kanar* 
akurrl*s passport and told the officer! 
that the goods were not contraband. 
The peaspori showed Kanarakutti u 
a residenr of a slum In Chembur, 
near the Mahul Refinery; The slum 
was visited by Customs officers end ' 
the address was located, but no one 
there had heard of any Kanarakutti. 

Kapoor, Pah ano Deshpande, 
however, decided to take over the 
clearance activities at che Indira 
dxks UBC. Prom the next day, the 
conniving Customs staff were re* 
pieced by "Customs MP" penonnel. , 
A bonaou of recoveries follovred. 
Within two days, the average number 
of passengers cleared dally et the 
UBC nose^ved from 50 to 20 per 
day. An alarm was sounded in the 
underworld. “UBC meio lafda bai 
(there is trouble at che UBC)* was 
the general alert. Rajukuttan Aaari 
of Trivandrum had landed In Bombay 
during these days. Hence, his lug* 
gage remained unclaimed for weeks. 

The modus operand! of the smug¬ 
glers who have been misusing (he 
"transfer of residence* rules is sim* 
pie. They KOut for poor Indian 
labourers cheated by job racketeers 
wanting to return home from che 
Gulf. Even for people returning to 
In^ in the normal course, che lure 
of money, ranging from Rs 10,000 to 
Rs SO,0(W (depending on the conaiga* 
ment) is attractive. An air ticket is 
provided, accommodation in Boaibty 
Is ensured in dormitories owned 
the snuggleif. All thei the passenger 
bad to do Is obitin e landing car&* 
caea under TR nilea and preaent 
tf it tha UBC when che goods 
are cleared. The "cuatems cleared* 
imported goods sold on Bombay^! 
footpaths utually came from the tR 
mokt. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

A Blow for Democracy 


The Conservative government reduces municipai autonomy 


T he a^e^old aphorism-^" An En 
gUshman's home is hts castle"—is 
often accompanied at least m the 
minds of the people of England, by a 
firm belief (hat local government 
(that is, municipal auronomyhs the 
foundation of British parliamentary 
democracy. Or so it appeared until 
the return of the Conservative gov 
ernment of Mrs Margaret Thatcher 
to power in June 19S3, because since 
then it has concentrated on reducing 
the powers of (he boroughs and coun¬ 
ties and even decided to end the very 
existence of seven metropolitan 
counties." 

With (he steamroller majority 
in (he House of Commons which the 
Thatcher administration enjoys, it is 
carrying Out irs policy of clipping the 
wings of the borough councils and 
councils and axing (he metropolitan 
authorities, so that by the time the 
next general election is held in 198S. 
these seven metropolitan authorities 
will have ceased to exist and the 
borough councils will be more or less 
tools In the hands of the central 
government in Whitehall. 

There Is little doubt that the Tory 
government has come to adopt a hard 
line because of the running figlit 
during the last five or six years 
between the central government and 
the borough councils (and the county 
councils) where they are led by the 
Labour Party, as in many cases espe* 
cially in northern and north-eastern 
England, But what brought matters 
to a head was the arrival on the 
political firmament of Ken Living¬ 
stone, the young left winger, who was 
elected to the post of the leader of 
Che Labour Group of the Greater 
London Council (the former London 
County Council) in May 1981. 

Within a month of his election, 
Livinptone began to openly defy 
Whitehall. As the first measure of his 
defiance, he announced the reduc¬ 
tion of the fares of the bus and 
underground services of London 
transport (then under the control of 
the GLC) by half and increased the 
rates imunicipal tax) levied 1^ the 
GLC proportionately to cooipemate 
for (he loss of revenue of London 
transport. This was strongly objected 
to by the Tory boroughs especially by 
the borough of Bromley (Kent) which 
challenged in the High Court the rise 
in (he GLC rates. When it lost the 
case in the High C,ourt, Bromley took 


it to the House of la^rda. the final 
court of appeal and won it, so that 
the GLC had perforce to reduce the 
fares to their original level and then 
reduce them to modest levels as 
agreed with the central mioister of 
transport, much to the chagrin of Mr 
Livingstone and his associates. 

Meanwhile, Livingstone started 
challenging tlw authority of the cen 
tral government or asserting his 
financial independence on aiiuibcr 
front by giving large or handsome 
grants and suMdies to alJ sorts of 
fringe organisations, much to the 
annoyance of the Tories at local 
levels and especially at Westminster. 
According to the Tories, it was in¬ 
tolerable and undesirable to have in 
(heir midst councils which are politi¬ 
cally opposed to the ideology and 
practices of the Conservative Party. 

Bui not only Tory politicians but 
also ordinary or lower middle income* 



Margam Thatcher 


groups felt that the increases in 
rates levied by the Labour-controlled 
boroughs or counties had increased 
the burden on the ordinary people 
and it was about time that this age- 
old power of the municipal author¬ 
ities was curbed. Indeed, this prina- 
ple of "rate-cappiag,’' like the princi¬ 
ple of the abolition of the GLC bad 
found an important place on the 
manifesto on whiQh the Conservative 
Party won the general election .of 
1983. 

Therefore, after the election Mrs 
Thatcher's ministers undertook to 
introduce legislation imposing ‘rate 
capping,* that is financial legal 
limits on the increases in rates which 
borough councils or county councils 
;an make. This Act was passed by 
Parliament just before Christmas 
and In Febnury. the secretary of 
state for the environment laid down 


actual limits of rate rises for each 
individual borough or county coun¬ 
cil. 

Throughout January and Febru¬ 
ary, most Labour-controlled borough 
councils or county councils made 
loud noises proclaiming their deter¬ 
mination to defy the government's 
rate-capping difctee—9 March was 
observed as a "day of action” to 
protest against rate capping and the 
government's assaults on local demo¬ 
cracy and in keeping with the 
pledges taken on that day, some 
"ultraleft” councils (such as Isling¬ 
ton, Hackney and Harinvey in Lon¬ 
don) have announced their intention 
to refuse to fix any rate at all so as to 
bring (heir local administrations to a 
standstill. 

However, the Kate Capping Act 
gives the secretary of state for (he 
environment wide powers. Using 
these, he can "surcharge” (that is, 
unpose fines peisonaUy on council¬ 
lors) or declare them bankrupt and 
thus debar them from holding public 
office or send municipal commission¬ 
ers from Whitehall to administer the 
finances of the borough councils. Jn 
(he face of these threats, several 
Labour councils have already given 
in and even the GLC. led by Ken 
Livingstone, had to abandon the 
fight and on 10 March it fixed a rate 
slightly below the limit set by the 
government ("rate capping ceiling") 
of five per cent over last year. 

Meanwhile, it is important to re¬ 
member that for generations the 
Conservatives whether in the urban 
boroughs or the "shire counties" 
(agricultural counties) have proc¬ 
laimed themselves to be firm defen¬ 
ders of local democracy. Therefore, 
during the last two years many of 
them have watched with growing 
apprehension the battles in the 
House of Commons and the House of 
Lords over the Thatcher govern¬ 
ment's legislation. During the de¬ 
bates on the Bills to abolish the GLC 
and to impose "rate capping." Tory 
stalwarts like Edward Heath and 
Enoch Powell made passionate 
speeches opposing those Bills, so that 
the Thatcher government could se¬ 
cure their adoption only with small 
majorities. 

This unease over the threat to local 
democracy in the cninds of the Con¬ 
servatives especially in tbe land own¬ 
ing bolts still continues. At the back 
of their minds is the fear that a 
future Labour government can taka a 
leaf from the Thatcher book and 
enact legislation cunailing or clip¬ 
ping drastically the land^ classes' 
age old powers or privileges and thus 
their hard won local democracy 
might eventually wither away. 
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Indian Sahibs in Er«g^and 

A Rd/ nostalgia in re* BVl 

iiTerM is now taking Hwi^ 

place. For all the passages j Ma 
to India, there are a few ' flVlMB 
passages to England as ' 
well. One such is the 
gorgeously illustrated /n* ^ 

dtan in Britain: The Indian m . 
contriburion to the Briush iJ JK 
Way of Life by Kusnom [4, 
Vadgama and published 
by Robert Royce Ltd., Lon* [VA 
don (distribuiad by UBS [*>|f ^3 
Publishers Distributors Lif 
Ltd). This coffee-table 
book—though it is so by ^'3 ^ 

the very nature of its $ub> U 
iect—is a pictorial record V 
of Indians in England dur- f ^ ^ 

ing the years of the Raj: —*— •“ 
19S2 10 1W7, The photo. |he acHvitj 
graphs aptly illustratad by in Bnt 
excerpts, largely from epoch and i 
ccmTnuntaries which gritish life 
appeared in ne Times, -The esiahi 
especially its court and so* the i 

ciaI pages, the Hiustrated 
London Sews and the peri^, the 
Graphic Chronicle detail teasrui met 






the acHvioes iil the Indi 
ans in Britain during this 
epoch and their impau on 
British life, high and low. 
*‘Th« estahJishmeni of the 
day. the politics of the 
time, the society of the 
period, the sports of the 
season were all enriched 


by the Indian connection," 
writes the Indian expatri. 
ate writer. 

Ms Vadgama states 
quite unequivxaJly that 
her intent in depicting 
how bright and essential 
the jewel in Britain's 
crown was an answer, in 
part, to the “one-sida view 
if imperial history...The 
tide of anii'immigraiion 
and racial feelings must be 
checked by a considered 
reappraisal of the services 
rendered to Britain by no* 
ble. if unremembered, 
men and women of India.** 

Although, there are 
more about kings in the 
book. The section on 
Queen Victoria. Kaiseri* 
Kind^ IS fascinating in its 
portrayal of her world 
with its many Indian ser* 
vinis. The great white 
mother across the seas, 
who never managed to 
visit the jewel in her vast 
empire, depended to a 
fairly large extent on her 


servants for knowledge uf 
their homeland and uftcci 
for advice on matters of 
policy. One of the rn<)5i 
compelling photographs 
shows the Kmpiess sealed 
at her desk covered with 
an Indian table cloth 
studying Hindustani In the 
Garden Cottage, Balmoral 
in 1895. Beside her stands 
Munshi Abdul Karim, her 
teacher. 

Prominent in the galaxy 
uf the stars are, of course, 
the Maharajac. Gackwar 
of Baroda. the mahantja of 
Cuoch Behar, (iwalior, 
Bikaner. There are the 
cricketing noblemi'n too. 
Maharaja Ranjiisinhji and 
the Nawab of Pataudi. Tlie 
first Indian Members of 
Parliament, Mahittma 
Candhi and Pandit Nehru 
are also there. Apprup 
rUtely enough, there are 
iwo furewordii l« vhe iKwk 
one by the Prince uf Wales 
and the other hy Indira 
Gandhi 


Cooking Up Tales 


An OM Man and His Thoughts 


MadhiirjaffrvN* 

Seasons 
of Splendour 




C offee table India is 
still in vogue, it would 
seem, by the number of 
glossy books being 
churned out. Seasons of 
Splendours Tales, Myths, 
and Legends From India, a 
large, glossy end beauti 
fully illustrated book writ> 


ten by Madhur Jeffrey and 
illustrated by Michael 
Kureman is a collection of 
children's stories. These 
are not the usual dry fairy 
tales. The book is in a way 
(he childhood revisited of 
Madhur Jeffrey, (he 
talenced actress who be* 
came even more famous 
with her cookery books 
and (elevisinn program¬ 
mes in England on Indian 
cuisine. The stories are not 
retold in the didactic man¬ 
ner of tiior.y cd the myth^ 
logical talcs excerpt^ in 
countless unattractive 
publications. The author 
retells them in a simple 
and colourful language, as 
they were told to her in 
her childhood by her 
mother. Recorded io the 
best of tradition, they re 

tain the flavour of ihia 
tradition which is rapidly 
disappearing. Each story 
is accompanied by person¬ 
al recollections from Ms 
Jaffrep's childhood. Pub¬ 
lished by PaviUion, this 
book (£7.9$) wiU be distri¬ 
buted by Dess Media. 


A lthough A.J.P. Taylor's 
An Old Man 's Diary is 
as spritely as a spring 
chicken and as fresh, the 
controversial historian's 
jottings begun in Novem 
ber 1984 are touched with 
a little melancholy, 
brought, no doubt, by the 
onset of the debilitating 
Parkinson's Disease. £x* 
ample: “All my life 1 have 
used an open, or as it is 
called, a cut-throat razor. 

[ My hand trembles slightly, 
j So far Ihavejmanaged to 
steady the razor against 
my cheek. What am 1 to do 
if the degeneration con¬ 
tinues? I have no idea how 
to u$e a safety rasor. Let 
alone how to clean it. I 
have DO faith in an electric 
razor. Perhaps, 1 ^ould 
grow a beard. But I am told 
(hat growing a beard 
changes one's personality 
and 1 an quite content 
with my personality as it 
is..." 

The diary, certainly no 
rantiogs of an old man, is a 
coUectioQ of items full of 
this irrepressible bistO' 


rian's idiosyncrmic view> 
on topics ranging from ihe 
FaJklands War, Malcolm 
Muggeridge, Michael 
Foot, Margaret Thatcher, 
television, nuclear dis¬ 
armament and 

even the an of making 
breakfast 

One of the mure well- 
known pieces is from his 
lecture in 1981, War in our 
time, whici: his some chill* 
ing thoughts, "When the 
hulocaust comes and des¬ 
troys nearly all. have no 
fear. Shelters to withstand 
nuclear weapons were 
already in existence for 
the members of cabinet, 
for the chiefs of staff, for 
the senior civil servants, 
and for the outstanding 
scientists 'vho have 
directed the mass slaugh* 
ter. When the nuclear 
storm has passed, these 
superior persons will 
emerge from their shelters 
and will be able to contem* 
plate, 1 hope with satisfac¬ 
tion, the destruction which 
they hive brought on their 
fellow men." 

























HOT$HOT 


Wait a moment 


The camera 
that works even when 
your memory fails! 


to a lot of people, ihe mosi difficult part about 
pNxogfdDfv IS oyt'^ to remcfTtber riot 10 fofset' 

If that's youf problem, the Hot Sftoi 3S Auto is your 
camera 

And vrtiai a camera this is^ 

If you fo»3et ro <ema< the ich$ cap, the carnera tens you 
$0 (In fact, you |u$i can t c Kk if The lens ts covered^) 

II you're never sure whether you Ve loaded the film 
correctfy. here's a load off your mind An indx ator tells >oj 
evervuW^ 6 fme 

If you can never rerr<mbcr to switch on the flash, ct red 
li^ht remiods you to 

If you keep for3ctl«i9 to wind tiK' camera after eac fi 
frame, forset the piobiem IhecamiTtidoesit • 
automatically 

If you never seem to be able to focus correctly, rete* 

1 he camera s yot the ettclusrve Jnivcrsal For us System 

If you're never sure how to rewirKi the Mm, take it easy 
Jjst press a button - the camera does it AutomaticAl^ 

M you've beef> wishma tf^i there was a camera that c ouid 
do almost everyffims for you, there’s a r^ame you'll never 
forset 

The Hot Shot 35 Auto 

Believe us, the pictures a>e unforsettabk too! 

The Hot Shot 35 Auto and the other cameras in the 
Hot Shot range are available with your nearest dealer. 


I'm positive. I'm almost sure 
I think...mavbe...” 


HOT SHer 35 AUTO 

Ju$talm*And8hootl 


Photophone UmtUd 

7,SabVh«lc«d,Bomb»H00 OTfi 
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HOWRAH: Mr Abdul B«ri. Weit tta- 
minister of sU(« for printry 
education, said here ort 26 February 
that he had detected a "ghost" prim* 
ary school at Lakshmandas Lane in 
central Howrah, during his surprise 
inspection of primary schools in How* 
rah. According to Mr Bari, the school 
was supposed to have four teechers. 
But when he went to the school he 
could not find any student or teacher 
there—/he Statesman (P. V. Seshedri. 
Calcutta) 

WARaNIiAL. Even the Lord, the orl* 
pinator of nil laws, seems to be nut 
above them once they are laid down. 
Maybe, he should he taken (u a police 
station and kept in 'protective cus 
rodv' foilowmii mortals* quibblngs and 
quarrels over His 'ownership.* ^ the 
night of 14 February, the Shivalingam 
in a small ruined temple on the 
Ramappa tank bund here was shifted 
by n 'group of persons.’ The watchman 
and others ai the place reported the 
matter ic« the police. The custodians of 
the law set out to find out the Lord's 
'fate.' llte local unit of the Vishwa 
Hindu Panshad, it is said, quietly 
removed the Sivalingam. in all good 
faith, to reinstall it at another temple. 
It had. of course, taken oral permission 
from the endowments department offi* 
ciaK. However, as there v^s no written 
permission, the police took away the 
Shivalmgom to the station where the 
Ui>rd spent the night of IS February— 
The Hiniiu (P. M. Irfan Ahmed, 
Madras) 

HYDERABAD The 'Shad/nv*' mi*n Mr 
M. K. Haghu ol Bongalo/c, proved lu 
be one of the instant liii> at the World 
Humour Conference which concluded 
here on 12 Februai v- Playing with the 
shadows oi his hands ind even his 
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head. Mr Reghu sent the audience into 
peels of laughter when he created 
images of popular figures like Mahat* 
ma Gandhi. Winston CburchiU with his 
famous pipe and Chhatrapati Shivaji, 
priests and even animals within 
seconds—The Times (C. P. Rao, Hubli) 

I KBONJKAR: Marriage still has its 
chams for him, "after tying the knot 
88 times," claims 61year old 
Udayanaih DakhiAaray of Ortli vd' 
laige in Orissa. At present, be has five 
wives living with him. 59 of them have 
deserted him and 24 others have died. 
The su'fooier is looking forward to 
'having more brides*—/ndian Eapresd 
(Rishi Ranjan. Bombay) 

BAKDA: Even a snake bite did not 
deter a voter from casting his vote. 
When a middle-aged voter went to cast 
his vote at a polling station in village 
Baghalwari under Mao Vidhen Sabha 
constituency on 2 March, a snake came 
out of a ballot box and bit him. Unde¬ 
terred by this the voter exercised his 
franchise. Later, medical aid was 
.given to him—7^ TVines of Indio 
(B.fi.L Sharma. New Delhi) 

BANGALORE: Four mothers were pre¬ 
sented an award of Rs SOO and confer¬ 
red the title "Veera Hitt" for beget¬ 
ting ten or more children at the hands 
of Jagadguru Sri Jayendra Saraswati 
Swamigal of Kanchi Kamakoci Peeiam 
at the Kumarakottam temple in Kan* 
chipuram near Maduraniakam. Six 
other mothers were given an award of 
Rs 100. The award was instituted by 
the Hindu Munnani—Sunday Herold 
(T.V. Krlshnan, Bangalore) 

BAREILLY: A piquant situation de¬ 
veloped in CanloniDent Assembly con¬ 
stituency here, when the rebel Con- 
gressft) candidate. Mr Asfaq Ahmed, 
paraded his symbol, a lion, with a view 
to attracting large crowds. The lion, 
which was carried in a cage, disrupted 
one of the meetings addre^ed by the 
Congressd) MP, Mrs Abida Ahmed. 
The meeting couid be held only after 
the district authorities intervened and 
removed the animal from the scene— 
Indian Express (V. Barathl, Madras) 

BARODA: A couple here decided to 
withdraw their petition for divorce 
after seeing the Hindi film, ^erjbuk- 
ra Nehin. The divorce proceedings had 
been going on for a long time, tmi the 
judge felt that both husband and wife 
still seemed to care for each other He 
suggested they pee the film before he 
delivered the fiAal verdict. The couple 
saw the film and subsequently decided 
to withdraw the case—The Tefcj^^ 
<Jiien Das, Goalpara. Assam) 


I 

I 

Without Comment 

I am against mixing religion with 
Pollies. They do not mal^ a good 
cocktail-RamakHshna Hegde in 
Deboaair 

Rajiv Gandhi is an idealist, it 
shows. It is time idealism came 
back to politics...that is why peo¬ 
ple like me are needed—JayaJ a- 
litha in Savvy * 

No person can convert his state 
into an island and behave like a 
modern-day Robinson Crusoe— 
Snkant Venna. blaming Andhra 
CM. NTR. for the outbreak of 
riots in the state, in The Times of 
Indie 

Hi$(Srikani Verma's) mouth is as 
big as Raj Narein’s—Advocate P. 

N. Lekhi, former vice-president of 
the Delhi unit of the BJP. in The 
Sundey Observer 

I need not learn discipline from 
Mr Karunakaran (Kerala CM) 1 
know what is discipline and what 
is not—R. Gundu Rao. reacting 
sharply to Karunakaran’s remark 
that he was not a disciplined 
Congressman, in Indian Express 

I have never done gimmicks. Gim¬ 
mick is done by people m films— 
in film music rather—Ravi Shank¬ 
ar, when told that his experi¬ 
ments with Western music and 
musicians were seen as "gim 
micks," in Weekend Review 



Films an like cigarettes and alco¬ 
hol. You either give them up 
totally or you don’t—Rati Agni- 
hotri, who is quitting films, In 
Film/are 

I could not have asked for a better 
gift in my last year as captain of 
India—Aunil Cavaikar, whan In¬ 
dia won the Benson and Hadgfes 
World Championship of Cricket 
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MHhUJ) OiJkrftbon>. Md •rtilr? 


th« undisputed 
f vheroamonc cone* 
dians in the south, seems 
to have taken 
Shakespeare's sayins that 
a fool must be wise enough 
to play his pan a bit too 


seriously. For. these days 
he never loses an oppor¬ 
tunity to lecture on life. 
Even while relaxing on the 
sets between shots. 

Kegesh is elweys willing to 
oblige the more discerning 


t^admini Kapita^ the 
woman who scarred in 
A n um her of flop s and then 
went intohybernatjort has 
made a phuenix like com¬ 
eback. Just when produc¬ 
ers shied away from her, 
she played one of her aces; 
she ‘hooked’ director Pra 
hash Mehra. The ‘affair' 
worked wonders for Pad> 
mini and within months 
she bought a flat close to 
Mchra’s bungalow and 
started moving around in 
an imported car. She even 
launched a film and 
Meviha Zehar ha.s become 
an in.stant hit after it was 
released recently. All's 
well that ends well 

O nce upon H time there 
was an actress called 
Aifiu SiichJev Initially 
she showed promise but 
somewhere along the slip¬ 
pery set^ nf Hindi films 
she slipped and fell. In 
desperation she excepted 
whatever roles came her 
way and .she even exposed 
herselt more than what 
the directors wanted her 
cu reveal. But with age 
.such I oles too have be 
come scarce. Now she 
spends most of her lime 
writing Urdu poetry, 
perhaps, to give vent to 
her frustrations. 

S fi(?rxug/ian 5/nAa has 
learnt lessons from bit¬ 
ter experience^. He tried 
to pose as an intellectual 
and make such highbrow 
stuff as Kalka but the film 
did not do well. Aftording 
to the rumour mill ia Bom¬ 
bay. he has given up his 
ambitions of trying to be 
another Satyaji( Ray and 
is now concentrating on 
the usual masala films. 

T he much talked about 
affair between JUrcJiun 
Cftakraborcy and Sri Devi 
has finally ended. At least 
this is whet Michun has 
been saying. JtakesA 
Roshap’sjeag UrAe/n- 
sean had brought the two 
together and gossip maga 
zines took over Soon 
Mi Chun's marriage was on 
the rocks but better sense 
finally prevailed and he 
withdrew in time. 


A fierce competition is 
underway between 
the southern belles. Anur 
adha and J.vorAiVeksArnj: 
that of shedding clothes. 
Both are determined to 
outclass the other in bag¬ 
ging roles and the direc¬ 
tors are clearly setting a 
chal le nge for i he ce nsor 
board. At the moment 
Anuradha has left Jyoth- 
ilakshmi way behind but 
the Utter is known for her 
sudden spurt just before 
the finish line. 

K rsAore Aunar does not 
give up so easily. His 
recent forays in filmmak¬ 
ing have flopped miser¬ 
ably but he has not given 
up hope. Why not? He 
makes toe kind of money 
few Indians make. He 
charges a fabulous price 
for every song he sings. 

* What will be do with so 
much filthy lucre? It is 
good that he spends some 
of his money on his film¬ 
making madness. In doing 
that he helps so many 
men, women and children 
CO make a living. A few 
lakhs lost is nothing lost 
for a man like Ki&hore 
Kumar," a friend of his 
says. Kishore t$ well- 
known as an eccentric and 
he has signed up another 
difficult man, HaJesA 
Xhanna to play a leading 
role In the film ^ is plan¬ 
ning to make. 


Aa«nidlie:kase«a(liM. 
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How far can you stretch a rupee ? 

Just think. For less than a rupee a day you can 
buy your famity security and peace of mind. 

\Xiflth New India's Domestic Insurance Package scheme 

1. Personal 
accrdeni cover 

2. Hosoitalrsahorr 
DOlicy 

3. fire & 

Thetl insurar>ce 

4 . Electrical 
appiioncea 
breakdown 

5. T V sei 


6 . Pedal cycle 
insurance 

7. BaOd^Qd 
loss cover 

$. Persor^di 
liabilities 




/ 
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Todiy a ruOM 
parriapt cw you hat an 
•ct cream Halt ufldnnfc 
Mtvba rhrtt or four cfgaranM 
Bwi hol much mort 
val tor lha $ama amount you 
car aacura yOur home a 'a miiy 
againti a range or m^snep^ That 
couo leave you I'riar^ciaty 
ahtflaied 

For leta man ■ rupaa a day 
Pur Domaaec insurance Pechaat 
Khema aatoouitdi your (anwy at 
9 viW praai 

Depanding on iha type of 
covar you hno moal auitobM ima 
Mpka^ scheme g»ves you al 
aecuriiy wu need 

For las* man a takas you to 
buy your cbiio Oh ca creem. 
averydeyyou l ba buying your 
lanv^ so much more 

del or wrife to your neereal 
New India offics We i be gM to 
flive you compieie deiato 

J%NEWKM 

8 JBa$$urance 


much security 
Forsofittle. 
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BEGINNING 24 MARCH 1985 by AMRITLAL 



ARIUIIIA^UN lliv|Th« 

9lBr$ shine brightly on the 
linanciek front end most of 
you wkN be able to repay your 
debia This an eKceifent 
week lor professionals and busineasmen 
II you are in love and intend to get manied. 
this 19 ihe opportune time to do so. The 
domeatic front, however. wiU bother you 
Avoid disputes with your irienda and rela* 
tives Watch your health cloaeiy 
M dam: 25. 27 and 29 
Uidpr naMrs: i 2 and 4 
Mveunblt dinctlon: South*weat 


IfO (1$ fceflast 14 tipisw* 

lif| frierda and reietives win 
be of immense help lo you 
FjMfT] 9*s week. A tourney which 
you were lOOlung forward to 
IS in the offing A proiTMiiion cenr^ot be 
ruled out lot those employed m bie pnvate 
sector Women ere HieV to receive expen¬ 
sive gifts of •ewesery and doOvng Thta n 
iiao a good phase for marriage negotia* 
i<one But do not neglect your heeith 
fiesd dam: 26. 27 m 26 
LiMfev MHBltfi: 3. 6 and 7 
FavsHetm Hraatlaa: South-eest 






lASmAMliKn Daaambei.14 
Jaasanr ) There la good newa 
for thoae oi you who are 
unemployed a job ts iri the 
ptflng This week you will 
con>e m coniaci with an mfluanuai parson. 
The home front will remain inspiring. For 
bachelors this is the ideal time to get 
married or start marriage negotiations 
Those above 45 should be careiui about 
their health 

deed dataa; 24. 26 arvd 27 
Ucky esmbtfs; 3. 6 and 9 
favearsMe tfirwtiaa: Nofth-eaat 


m 


TAURUS 116 Mi^14 JMi) 

Mislorrunss are m store for 
all of you Protesaronels are 
likely to come m for aevere 
cnhciam from tneu em¬ 
ployers Some of vou may even be trana* 
ferred Businessmen should be wary of 
deoepiion At home you may be miaunoef* 
stood by someone cioee to you Lov¬ 
ers are advised to postpone mamege or 
adveniurous plans 
Bssd daln: 24. 26 and 26 
Uaky naeibers: 3. 4 and 6 
feaeurslle dUistloe: North 


VIRBO 116 lepisiabir—14 
(Meier) Professioheis wiH be 
^Sr SI ^ shoulder more 

responeitiinies do not hes<* 
tate to accept challenging 
assignmenia This >$ also a good phase for 
creaiive sri«is srtd siudenis Sportsmen 
Will come out wnh Rymg colours m com* 
peKions The penod is also good for love 
and msthmonei i^egoMiions Your hearth 
wHi improve rnerkedly 
6ee4 dattr 26. 29 end 3Q 
leeky Nfnbsn: 4. 6 and 9 
FiveersMa eHscttee: Wesi 


^ CAPRICOBH (16 Januery-14 

Febnaryj Oo r>oi gei frut* 
triied at the alow oeee of 
progress or^ an rror>rt. Pro* 
leaaior^ia artd busjneaamen 
ate eoviaeo to exercise ceui.on m aii Iheir 
dealings New opportunities are in (he 
offing for Biudenti and creative atikiia. if 
you have legal probiema concerning prop* 
erty. thri 1 $ the nghf Hme to puraue them. 
Th«i la also a fivourabi# oenod for merntge. 
6ee« iaiea; 24, 27 and 29 
Laaty aenbers: 2. 6 and 7 
Ffveereble Mnstken: S^uth 


aCMINI (16 AMe-14 Jutyf 
This IS a week of m>xed 
W \ fortunes Those m service 
r wifi find Ihe penod extremefy 

favourable Businessmen, 
however, are advised noi to tske up nsky 
venturea. At home thngs will remam 
peaceful. Your finenciai prospects are also 
bright Lovers can go ahead with marrsge 
Olans. A letter wiiiormg good tidmgs Keep 
e close watch on youf health and diet 
Qeed iitea; 27. 29 and .30 
UKky iwmbers: 5. 6 er>j a 
Faveersbie MrecUwi: East 



iriRA fl6 Ocleber-14 
BewsHsf) Tne stars ahir^ 

Onghiiy on aH your efforts uva 
week, so make hey wh4le the 
sun sht'ies Students wii gei 
opportunities to study abroad. Buemess* 
men should not hesdate io implement 
expansion plans, a pronkMon or a poshhg 
10 a better place cannot be Med ovi for 
thoee m aerv*ce.Thiai8iheoooortuneiime 
lo get marned 
6ee6 datat; 25. 27 and 26 
Ladiv aemban: 5. 7 and 8 
feveerabfs dfrscttee* South 




A0UABIU8 (16 Fibieiry—ll 
Maroi) On Ihe domeaiic front 
you will have to shoulder 
addiiionai responaibiMties. 
On the eoonomkC from some 
of you w II gam money Of property through 
mnentance Professionals win make steady 
headway. Businessmen should utilise 
opportunities that come ihe<r wav Lovers 
can go ahead with marriage plane Keep S 
sharp eye on your health and diet 
Bead dales'. 24. 26 and 2? 

LiKby nutabirs: 4, S and 6 
Favourabla dirsctlee; N'^nh 






(CANCER (16 Jiilv-14 Avgust) 

This week you may suddenly 
fall sick cortsun a doctor at 
the slightest indication of lU- 
r>e$s Social engagements 
wrN keec you busy throughout ihe week but 
do not overstrain yourself The financial 
front lo<^s inspmug but avoid extravi' 
gsnce. Businesmen and pditccians should 
make the most oui of this favourable 
penod Lovers wilt make steady progress 

Qsod dtfts: 24, 25 artO 28 
Lealrr wmberi: 2 . 4 and 5 
f a n er sW s dlrscHan: North-west 


8C0RW0(16I H I|1 I M«PS- 

aeiBbsr) This s not a tavour- 
able phase for loveis a mis- 
BgwO|Sd underslaridng may lead to 
sstrangemeni The doneshc 
Ironi Will add to your worries avoid argu' 
menis and deal with ihose at home dH>lo- 
maticaly You may have to borrow money 
to tide over ttvs lean season. This is. 
however, a good period for profe&smnals 
A letter will rebeve you Of a lot of tension 
Good ms: 26. 28 v>d 29 
Laaky MRiers: 1. S and 6 
FmersMa dfrtettee: North 


■ PISCES (16 Mirth—14 April) A 
week of hectic social acnvity 
Nes ahead of you A new 
friendship which will blOSSOm 
this week wHi be or immense 
j help lo you laiet However, (he period is 
• not good tor those r service someone is 
) workir>g}o harm you Businessmen should 
: check ati documents carefully before sign* 
j mg tnem Those atwve the age of 50 
should be csreiui about their heattru 
Good Ssist: 25. PP and 30 
Lucftf euMbers; 1. 9 and 9 
. FivoeiaMa SirasHM: Nohh-wesi 


Far ntie bon ee ttt 26tt, 2Mi« 6701 SI spy Asett: 

Moat of vou are artisucaliy mcimed ana you wiH do wen .f you like up the craat vt arts « your profaswn. You are gregarwua by 
nVhiS ^ «U bve to M surrounded trf Wends and raiainns. Soma of you have an inborn tdvewurous spmt and you do not 
heswt W take X^omsr^^rmg the penod are uauaSy very herd*wortang and they lova to shouww retponsibiiihea 
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Chess 


A iMroM piVlo«opt>*r Of tho 9omt one* 
oboorvod thofo wo tvpM of 
e^Mtplo^. orobiom »OMfO ow piow>*w 
Mtwr*. Th« lonof voImMoA'v 4kf rWwv 
Mivot iMO • holo 10 iWt iWv con tfion tiy 
lo OiQ wrr owl o^oln, wWroM iho 
formor p««ftr lo ItovotW mwfiul orehaiof 
ogv to tW oppoxtkon 

gfftndmootor VioMiMi Hon It « 
rnoOok preMm Mflor, ohwoyt wilHi >0 (o 
crMio diffieuitiM lor rUmtolf If In 401^9 00 
tit con alto crooio diffIculOot Icr hit 
oppown Tho fpllewhno it o f^l to l 
txaiT«lt m which iht potnon ony Mrli 
to crytltlliM when Shock hot OirtOA 9PW 
attrtv 


Wtiiio: V t^orr Block! B 2wQor. Ktng'o 
Ind4n Oofonco Btti t9B4 

1 P^ N.ICB3 tP^WP-OO 

IN-OBl B-MZ 4P^ P^ 

% KH-K2 

Yypieai of Hort. Imwig woll-trodOtA ptfht 
or an torhy tUO* to flivo hit oppowm 
fvtrv oppenunny of Kwop hit wty 


<iMU 



B... p~cta BiMO p~m 
7U« P-QN4 BA-a ICM^ 
BB^ PMO IBP-OMPaV 
11 P)^ M-04 


Al fiiil olOAOo 0 twrprtoirM dttttien not to 
oi^honpo hfUBho. but ofttr 12 HaH PkN 
loHowod by ... M-BB Block liortdt woH. 
12 . . f-RJ 1BB-QB B-tt 
It MM MM HB^ M2 
HMn P-4Wt nP-Oktl 


BoMotUno tocMol ttfl to ochiM pooWon- 
of onOt.^ t7 ... P>XfU IB BxPrPKB 1B 
K-B> » P-RB 

17... P-Btl IB BjA BM 

1BA-fB P-KS 2B*M(2 N-BB 

21P-A fl-QB7 

Sueeumbinp to Vit prooturo of hoving to 
moinloln a daheato oquIUbrium. Corfoct 
wtt 21 . . K-<B2 

22 R-B2 PoP » QB^I M 

24 BM 0-BB* 2B R-MI N-B2 

2IN-04 11-04 QtAOBMI 

27MBCP1 

Rnoekino tho propt out pf Bltck*# pooitlon. 
Pf 27 a NkB-» K-Bl a NxBAl 

27 .. 0-NS aRnNf P« 

a p^ fjcm n p-«7 K .02 

21 Mil MM 22P-KB«IB40lfA4. 

AAor » K-B1 aa PxBi>Qy KxQ at 
(^BB malt It inavittbht. 


MICHAEL SfEAN 


Bkidok 


A wnltr in tha Franeh rntpotlw rtioot t 
poim ibeut fho fonowing hand that it 
wonh eontidanng Whoa yoy tra miat' 
ing cha guaan of tno trwmo tuit. or 
M'haot t combination th/ch ti too ind 

e ck, ctn you Jraw an mfartfico from tho 
ct that Iho owning itod 4 in o oido 
tuitf Thara it, I tuppoop, t ollghi 
inforanca lhat t 1 ho chooooo tnothor aun 
hki hand may meiudo on ’owiMrord’ 
holding *n trumpt Tho thoooy woa 
•Ovarvad lur^tuccattfully) in eonnoetion 
witn mo following daal 


Dathar South Gtmtoll 

• K J B a 
9 10B7 

♦ QSB3 
4 AB 


i 42 

JBB2 
♦ t0 7 4 
♦ 0 JBS 


N 

W E 

t 

A10B7 

AK2 

KB2 

R7B 


» QB6 
0B4 
♦ A J S 
♦ 10142 


South opanod 1NT tnd North 
groMood (ho old SUyhton. oa pttyort 
$0 thoy finiahtd in Poi»r Sptdot 
10 pOMtt ditwbwttd owor throa 
R la mero a onoMIt luft lo raioa to 


do 



SNT. 'Tho 4^ maior will proBobly bo 
worth an onra idek', pooplt otVs Moybo. 
bui to mtkt ton tfiekt In notrumpo 
ihoiood of tight In a ouR, you nood Mo 
otlra tnekt 

Wool M 40 ogtinR Four Soodot. 
PuTTing hit thooiy into proeiieo. South 
won in hand, than lod aea and anothtr 
apoda. finotting againtt tho opening 
iaodor Ea»t won and did woH to fMtch 
to hoartt. Now m# dofoneo modo o hood 
irfck boforo South eould do on^Mng 
with the diamortda. 


Mom Ooodfy than ttio Malo. by Rial 
Morkua. and Aunl Aolho PMyO Tttirno 
mom BrWBo. by FroddM Noth, tach 
Fabo* Q’H ot ra’BB. trt both aacoHont 
ChrMtmat purchaoot. I will dooerlbt 
tham both l«tor 

TERENCE REESE 


I 

QUESTIONS 

1 Soldiors o> whKh couniry v« cailM 
greycoats'^ 

2. Of the severi wonders of iho anciont 
world, only one tlul Ox«tl$ WTweh 
one'* 

3 With which sport do you atsociaio 
ih« rkamo ol Udhorwan Daojwais^ 

4 What do Voltaire. Adolph Hillef, 
Jewohartai Nohru. Marco Pole and 

' O Henry have wi commoni 

5 The tiiio Coetar was given lo the neb 
prosumDUvo 10 the Roman throne. 
What was the Roman emperor 
caiiod'> 

6. lr> iisrliamentary lor^uago. whet it a 
Call of Iho House'^ 

7 How II encier>i Combne boner known 



Quiz 

I 8 Whei le Davy donoa loefcor? 

I 9 Whai are new PMcae? 

I 10, Klaus ARmann was the assumed 
name of wNch recanby aoprohanded 
Nan cnnwtal? 

' IV Whai do tha loRowmg have m com¬ 
mon Cirrus, cunulus. stratus and 
I CumulorwnbusT 

12 Where *9 O Hare airport^ 

' 13 What e PC.P. beaer known as'’ 

I 14. Whara does the loMmatonai Ccuri 
ot Juabea of (ho Unitod Nibons 
moot'’ 

1$ The word calico m dadvad from tha 
name of a piaca WNcfi place? 


WOi90 91 
puepoH w andiH atu n 


Onvp inijaMOd e isnp ;a8uv Cl j 
PliOM eu) w uodjit. 
isaisnq out si n vSO Bk4l 'J' oBooiuq zi 
spnop ^ Buuo^ iis ejB Aayx * I i 
eiojtg snaix oi 
ubuufO '6 

pad utaoo aui *d i 
puor&ua ui *oaitM i 

huaue 01 ;uauiei|JBd lo jaoiueLij 

I ^aAo 01 luea suouujns aAiisjadujr uy 9 

eniardny 9 

Ml m ojaM Aai 4 i eiiuM tiiooq 
uMouf iiaM uawiM aA«u uiaui p iiy > 

uient^ 

B2iO tQ epfuiBj^ aux Z 
Biaeny'^ 

iviMm 





VARIETY/SciENCt 


A Harmful Habit 


F or those of you 
addicted ii> pan 
maMia, think twice before 
Ukmn It again. Ai curding 
to a Bomba>*based week- 
ly, exces&ive use of this 
dry betelnuc mixture leads 
to dental and digestive ail 
ments. The patient suffers 
from a disease called sub¬ 
mucous fibrosis, which, according to Dr A.P. Bhatt. 
professor and head uf the department of oral pathology 
and micrubiolo^ at Nair Hospital, Bombay, la '‘an 
insidious cbroriic disease affecting the mucosa of any 
part of the oral cavity and occasionally extending into 
the pharynx and oesophagus, sometimes preceded hv 
blisters." The symptoms are: restricted ability to open 
the mouth, a burning sensatioli. intolerance to normal 
spicy food, a change in the colour of the mucous 
mernbrane from pink to marble white and the tongue is 
uffected*^the taste buds (papillae! lose rheir furtciion 
and baciime «mootii. and the forward movemem of the 
tongue gets restricted. 



I 

i 


Lending Library on the Paris Metro 

T he Pans Metro has come out with a lending library. 

Metro Lire, which has been operating successfully 
for quite some time. The experiment, which has tried to 
open up (he mecro to the outside world, is the aim of the 
Regie Aucoiiome des Transports Parisiens (RAT?). The 
experiment tried in one of the stations is positive. It Is to 
be extended to some ten others. And that is not all: the 
transport company is also interested in video. Some 20 * 
receivers for video texts have already been set up in j 
experimental stations. They present travellers with 
Immediate ioformation on the whole of (he Paris trans¬ 
port network (train, metro and bus). Moreover, one train 
has been fitted with TV sets. 


The Sweetest Substance 

O ne of (he popular, and 
mistaken, beliefs 
doing (he rounds in medic* 
al circles is that when you 
are taking an antibiotic, 
you should not drink alco* 
hoi at the same time. Only 
one antibiotic—matronj- 
datolc. marketed as 
Flagyl—will make you ill 
if it is mixed with alcohol. You will come to no harm il 
you drink a little while liking any other son. 

Doctors who suggest you should abstain from this err 
in (heir judgment. If you are ill, it would be wise to cut 
down on drinks: alcohol will slow you down, perhaps, 
reduce the absorption of the antibiotle and delay your 
recovery. If, however, you are prescribed entibiorics 
from the tetracycline group do not taka them with milk. 
The calcium in (he milk will combine with the antibiotic, 
make the ^ug inactive, and stop it from being esaimi* 
Ittid properly. The most common lide^ffects involve 
the stomach. You could contract nausea end diarrhoea. 



* * * * * 





Maketi of 
fineat biacuita and wafora. 

BANGALORE 




TEASERS 


CryptocrMft 


SY SHAMLU OUDEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 

WIteharpener 


a c (senAgers divided 32 sppld* among themselves 
m*: Anu got om. Bina took two, Kaveri three and 
Daamyanti four Nandu Shantia took as many as bis 
sister. Piyare Lai twice as many as his sister, Gajendra 
Kumar three times as many as his. and Dev Rajwadd 
four times as many as his. 

What were the full names of the girls and how many’ 
apples d(d each get? 


u m 


III m j||||gjgH||j||M 

lannHaBSSiET 


12 3 


E 


[3B{3[0[3[D^a^SElE2?^ 


Each number in (he main grid represents a letter. ’The 
seme number always stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a stare three letters have been given. Can you 
now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 


Scrambles 

1 rim-s-g] 



UZ-UZ 

IKrTTrln 


CTTTD 

UJ-ZD 

mssssM 



Think Tank 


© 




Rearrange these words to form new words. The circled 
letters arranged correctly will give you an idea of what 
(be picture is about. 


^ ^ Shape Sleuth 

ESSE 


Pit the numbered symbols given into the blank 
squares $o that no two similar numbers and no two 
similar figures appear in any row. either vertical, 
horiaontol or diaeonal. 


Quick Think 

My grandparents married only once and my noiher is 
an only child. My father has one mm’e brother than he 
has sisters and his brothers and sisters are unmarried. 
My Auni Gita has twice as many brothers aa she has 
sisceri. Without using algebra, can you tell me how many 
uncles and aunts 1 have? 



Can you aay which the odd one out Is? 


it M lovweii 




























Figure H Out 



t 

Draw three strai^t lines so that this rectangular 
orchard is divided ioto five pans, each part containing 
five mango trees? 

Mindbender 



o 

I 

lA 



If A j» to B at C u to D. what diagram could you draw in 
eolunin D? 


Solutions to last w^k’s Teaser^: 

Quitbixt: 3) odible fungus 

MiaainK Link: 22 (Subtract 6 divide by 7. suhiraci 1 
divide by 7, subtracl 4 divide by 7. 

Witaharponer: Joseph: Cola and melon; Ruma; kecreum 
and fruitcake; Devina; Cheese sandwiches and man^o; 
Mahesh: Channas and bread rolls. 

Qukk Think: Move 2 and 3 to positions 9 and 10, then S 
and S to 2 and 3; then 8 and 9 to S and & and finallv I and 
2 to 8 and 9 

Figure il out: One of tbe many possjlnhties of combina 
tiuns IS: 

( 9 *- 9 )-( 9 ^ 9)*2 

<9+V'9 >-<9-V9 1*2 

( 9 +^ 9 )- 9^3 

tV9 x_V9 1-9+V'9 *4 

9-V'9.-9-9-«5 

(9x^9 >-9+V9 

9‘9+V9 _4 V'9 ■»? 

99-9-V9 *8 

V9 XV9 -9 + 9*9 

V9 xs'9 *9-9-10 

99-<V9 x\'9 )=n 

9-VS -V9 +9*12 

9+V9 +9-9"l3 

99 9 » V 9 • 14 

(V9 +V9 IxVS -\9 --’19 

9-*-9+V9 + V9 »16 

9+9-9-9«l7 

I9*9|x9/9*16 

9*9+9+9«19 

99-^9+9*20 

Ward What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 
by any other name would smell ai< sweet. 
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THIS (5 A StfktCrtTihiE 
1 SCHJ6HT FOR THAT 
LlTTlg R&0-HAiftEC» 
V 6(fc.-,. ^ 


I WANTTDeOOVERTDMERHOfSf ANP 
6^ IT TO HER 9UT I MWK lY? 06 1DO 
MSRVOUS ID PO IT WfTUOUT PRACTICE... 








Not so young but 

so strong & healthy 

what Is his secret? 


I vn^py Uf mo** 
and more 
wwA done* 
fh^ioOKASA 


Now a new powerful formula No other tonic has it 
Rare Herbal extracts with 16 biochemicals. vitamms 6 
minerats World-famous 0KA5A Proven medically 
affective - m <ce epectel way — evcf^ day 

Ac eil leading chemifK 


OKASA 


Fot a Iw booklet on OKASA write to 

OKASA CO. fVT. LTD. P 04 l Box No,)%. Bombay aviooi 



Suvie roe wn • (O Teeuis 

OKASA 


the proven 
ener^ tonic 


Non tn a handy new 2S day pack 
o 1 fifty concenuaiecl Ubiels 
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BLACK AND WHITE TELEVISION 


COLOUR TELEVISION 




A SpMMiVUMM Atfy 

to^ Jndi. tenr Ibcfc ft WN»T»<mun tni St»r»^ Musk 
S iMmm minvtKti^ <l (>>on s I.K0> ^ Bombfv 
0ftmi9«ifwv8ta5>^^cmfC(firfU«nerii Ar4So<«v^*vr 
C>iOICft0rUf<O^9'*BlMO(lC(NK4l 
Wnqffk •• botv wh Ol 


NM Orttn 0^ 1^'«e tUlv Ol U» m uiw UVinKlt'. 

alujpmtMM|rM4c«W>npor^v(y4m9 TWvmas 
ffim(lCM«d IC one 0( iroit modr ri 1«mt. 

wH'vq^v>iM)eO«Menng tn«iMnn ino irKirtr<nri*49 mtnoiy 
fcnfV<tftOvaeJ»>»»*rcon»<nW<>usi freeenwjffwu And 
ri 90 tOM«asenwreuni^ 0 uAMy>- 0«<^«fbv 
etfeoMAher ute.ywce, wri»nf<y yog r<eti n 

(Ow«oM«itni'nonMd< jMpVAodKwroiw^lT rhp 
Lf*iiHor" HHjnPertoffvncect^Artis Ogle'S high* 

m uhri MMdAv ne«i foHdgr fiwnuiies ^ <eWt is 
br4KHren44srpe<^oicivp<MWftMKtvAr^jiT<e white Insn 
(rvnponenh AMO euentw rvMbftt^ 

(MwfNturtt 
« <Mew»amM|n w > 

• MU* An UnaaetN aoc UMonuu 0 «|mim9 

<M«U IM Aft( Ua«»aMc tei«i CmM % ttW* 

* siyn* t itm m o« n ■ ■ nn i i inii —■Ofiwi hctfi 

Ask |OK*»eMOnonONlerio9««ei9uidPfnonW4(ionvf 
OnonCotov T« 4 M>ttn niodeH ren^ng Itom sl«ndM colowi 
<no0eKiou(^miedrt*roieconTTolirwsie' piem Ai'itwind 
Ononal;eiiltniMVKe«ycvDe(«*ni](a« ^ 


0 ftuih m AVIt (Aulomak VoiMge ^uinor) 

D tAfp^ore societ 

□ Cor)«en«fLsliddi9 controls 

D Cofttorr^ftry slvfiA^mLh ti(h wooden ^A»nrl 

□ Supeftptfturequiiitywttfr Sharp ft b(-ghtrmd9es 
G lortq li^ due to higM^ refaabSe VOfKafesed 

cor ooAenbwt»i(hi undatgo 
H sincie»t Qualtty mspectois 


Introducing Televisions from 

4 ^ m i 

^ 



















T he budget this year 
will create a recotid of 
sorts. Never before has the 
union budget been pre¬ 
sented on a Saturday. On 
16 March which is a Satur¬ 
day, (he stock exchanges 
will for the first time work 


on a weekend, to take 
stock of the budget of 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh. 
What (he budget has in 
store is difficult to say. but 
by the very choice if the 
day. the new government’s 
budget set a precedent. 


DELHI DIARY 


Wedded to Moneybags? 


I s Murli Deora. the presi- 
deni of Bombay Region* 
Cuenmittee of ihe Con- 
gress(l) spending bla^- 
money? A Cungressfl) 
worker from Colaba, 
which is a part of Murli 
Deora's South Bombay 
Lok Sabha constituency, 
has made an allegation to 
this effect in a letter to the 
editor published by the 
Nsvbhiirat Times on 27 
February. The full text of 
the letter (translated from 
Hindi), reads thus: 

'‘When during the elec¬ 
tion campaign it was 
alleged by the opposi¬ 
tion that the successful 
CongressCI) candidate 
from South Bombay 
was a man of the capi- 
Tilists, we did nor it- 
lieva i(. But when we 
went (0 attend his 
niece’s wedding Ia<t 
weak our eyes were 


opened Around 6,500 
people had been in¬ 
vited for (he feast and 
when we heard from 
none less than Murli 
Dem-a himself (bat Rs 
IS lakhs had been spent 
on (he wedding, we 
almost had a paralytic 
stroke due to shock and 
surjviae. 1 ( is pamful 
(hat the Congressmen 
have forgotten Mahat¬ 
ma Candhi. A social 
worker should aei an 
example in simple liv¬ 
ing. But our leaders 
so«m lo ba setting new 
Trends. Is expenditure 
of R$ 15 lakhs on a 
wedding permicted by 
law? In the wedding re¬ 
ception we noticed in¬ 
come-tax officers too. 
Bur apparently they 
had turned a blind eye 
(to such extravagance). 
Such an expaodiiure is 


Hotels or Dens? 

T WO names which have 
been controversial in 
(he past few years Have 
been ihosa of the 
Galadhsris of Dubai and 
(he Hindujas of Iran, 
While many prosecutions 
were launrhed apinst the 
Gatadharia, the Hindujas 
were involxed in (he 
famous Geneva payoffs en> 
gineered to plea»4- the ais- 
ler of (he former ^hah of 
Iran (w4\kh were mane by 


the govarnmani through 
senior officers of the in- 
telhgeuce outfit, RAW). 
Both these families have 
been merrily operating in 
India. Now both the 
Caladharis and the Hindu- 
jas are seeking a foothold 
in the hotel business. 
While the Caladharis want 
to set up tbeir own hotel in 
Bombay, one member of 
the Hinduja clan is likely 
to be included in (lie board 
of directors of a presti¬ 
gious chain of hotels. 


Copyright or 
Royalty? 

T he much reported last 
speech of Indira Gan¬ 
dhi, delivered at Bhu¬ 
baneswar a day before 
she was killed, could have 
gone unrecorded but for 
the tape maintained by 
(he All India Radio Her 
’'last drop of blood** 
speech had been the main 
plank of the Congressd) 
Lok Sabha campaign. How 
was this speech traced? A( 
11 am on 21 October, the 
PTI (Press Trust of India) 


correspondent who had 
accompanied Mrs Gandhi 
on her OTl^sa trip put out 
the quot^iTon. Doordar- 
shan immediately looked 
aruund for Uie recording, 
but found that the sound 
track of the video casset¬ 
te was so poor that nothing 
could be made out. Was 
the quotation genuine? 
The PTI reiterated that its 
report was true Ultimate¬ 
ly. the AIR tape was disco¬ 
vered and the sound dub¬ 
bed on to tile Doordarshan 
tape. Should the PTI now 
ask the ruling party for 
copyright fees or royalty? 


Mv« firara 


impossible without 
black money. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
should curb such peo¬ 
ple, otherwise in the 
next elections party 


f workers like us would 
not bo able to show our 
B faces to the people- Af- 

I ter such extravagant 

weddings, we would not 
be able to convince the 
electorate that we are 
wedded to removing 
poverty.** 

SdA Ramnareyen Up- 
adhyaya, Colaba. 

This letter appeared in a 
publication of the leading 
Times of India groqp, 
which is widely circulated- 
MurJi Ueora had not 
reacted to (his till the fint 
«»«ek of March. When su^ 
grave allegacions are 
made, should our politi¬ 
cians not make any clar¬ 
ifications? In the absence 
of a comment from Murli 
Deora. are vre to believe 
that the statements made 
in the letter to the e^tor 
arc true? 

9.E. 





We've got the whole world at our feet. 


NORIH 

i^snwt 




Avaitabie at select 


A jnc stores 
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The sufufi acquires 
a formal f lair 



it 
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'The Sikh has 
begun to wonder 
whether he can 
live in India’ 

SANT LONGOWAL 

TALKS TO 

KULDIP NA 




















Let's not call a spade a shovel. 

Safari is not what dreams are made of. 
It’s the down to earth luggage for travel. 










-•J 
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You h8v(> enough on your mind The new protect Endless reports and formalities. 
And the pressures of lravellir )9 at short notice This is the high tension world of Safari 

Compose yourself Details like clothes and personal effects are besi left 
to the iuggage that sails through the nurty-budy of airports ar>d hotel k>bC»es. 

Satan The no-nonsense luggage ouitl to perform common chores urtrominonly well 
It s tough and handsome Comes in classy, subdued colours 
Agile in crowded comers on ^ts recessed wheels. 

Safari It survives 


The luggage that knows Ha buaineat. 
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Yours for years 

Apcolite Super Acrylic Emulsion 
from Asian Paints 


Apcolilc Super Acrytfc CmufcMoft 
dttcsul.lusl giw ytMir walls a 
•ujper snvJOl^ finish anri an 
allractivi'sheen hatao 
ensures LhOM beaulllul loohs 
st^ty Itial way tor years, 
fkrrc's why 

100% pyre Acryttc Cjnubtktn 

A|«»h(c Ltniil^on Is a 

100%pure acrylic 


formiriaOon Tharswhyttls 
lough enough iowAhsland the 
esttemesot any weaOw — on 
both Intertorand oderkv 
surfaces Year after year. 


cUmate. JiB( one more reason 
why they stay gcx>d lookbig. 
^y«ars. 


PiinQin Rralaianrf 
Yes. Apeoitte Emulsion Is 
ipecl^ly funrtulatrd lo pc^v en t 
fun^gtowlh Even In the 
monsoon or the most humki 


ApeoSe shades dont fade 

Wh^’s more, they're 
easily washable 
SoyourvAibhecp • ' *r 

that frohly painted r ^ 

took, roryesr^ i G 


Super Aerxilk trnuL^ion. TTw tuxunous toorfc tfiaf lasts. Tor j^ears 




Coaputer aMUhatf 
perfectloa 

Muted pasteis, Brighter, 
bolder hues. The rich radiance 
of me whHcsl white. Each 
shade computa malched to 
perfecUorv So that 
there are no coKXtf 
7 variations from batch 
tobalch.Cver. 


A ^^xxinirn <it)axJlence asian paints 
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VOLUME }2 'ISSUE21 JRS4 00 
AN ANANDa bazar PL'StlCATlON 



Gokftjo Sweet end S<iur 
Khusnwani Sln^h 7 
feicliisive Ktildip Nav^r ^ 
Opinion lu 
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Covtr Photofraph: 

SondMp Shankar 


EdltorMJ Akbar 


A«»talw«teOllot* 

Snu<ii Tirthankar 

au«* 

n>rwK JO^ H«flrvJ«M)0 
n^MvHooc^i 

ca»i*« •? avtMu. b*ihK 

^XubTuUaU 

PrtfKlpal C»»r»ip«ndtin. 0*lhli 

M»7u.ta-. 

S^mMI CarTMponrianl. iitcluwi*: 

Hvrtsal Mh» 


!•«>« 
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C’'<3a*<aM '*aigr4na 
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Provider and Protector 

Sizeable returns and complete family protection. 

Only uc gives you both. 


There are lots of sawtgi and 
Mivestmm sdwmes open to you. 

Most of them p i u n we rtifi mfcergt, 
attractive addends. Mg ^onuses'.. 
terrvtmg fmanoal returns. 

Everything but famey protection. 

ucis tne orey investment that provides 
good retuTTB and fui Ife cover. Mtn 
uc. vcu can fijfi your le ipg i timi v 
as provider and protect o r - the 
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Whatis more, your uc poicv om 
you generous r#ef from wiefcn 
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The returns fetOMO on your uc 
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protector tOO 

Mth so much to offer, is it any 
surpnM that uc Is the cnaca of 
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Mare uc vour moKe. too Contact 
an UC /^it or the nearest Branch 
ofhcft Ht wii show vou a poicy mat 
stirs vour reqdraments oerfectly. 
Make an investment in security mat 
vour famiv wd appredate more and 
more as me years roe by. 
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Clean But 
! Confused 

ISajiv Gandhi's imaM0 as "Mr 
^BCIeiin" ha» b«en assiduously 
built up by (h« media. It has stuck 
because there is a strong element of 
(luth in it. As politicians go he is 
cleaner than the cleanest political 
whistle. His transparent honesty car- 
• rien conviction. He has also a very 
good presence. He is courteous and a 
) thorough genileman. However, a few 
' ugly warts have begun to sKuw on his 
handsume face. The darkest i$ his 
\ hubii ot making statements which, on 
^ advice, he is later forced to deny. He 
1 does it in the traditionally accepted 
I politicinns' formula' "I have been 
I misquoted." 

I 1 have not compiled a list of his 
I fjijM pHU but mean to do so in the 
^ future Some that 1 recall have 
. ulreadv gone on record and will be 
difficiiU io erase from (he pages ul 
history Did he or did he not dascribv 
Blundranwale while h« was alive as a 
purely religious leader and afier his 
deaih deniH having said so? Uid he 
or did he noi say that over 700 
jawuns had been killed in "Opera* 
tiun Bluestar" whereas the govern¬ 
ment's While Paper gave the figure 
of army casuaJries as *12? Did he not 
commii himself to M.J. Akbar thai he 
would niHke an anrtouncement about 
setting up some kind of judicial en¬ 
quiry into the violence in Punjab and 
the pobt*assassmation pogrom of 
Sikhs in northern India? In the Pajya 
Sabha when 1 tried to pin him down 
to thi.i commitment and flourished a 
copy of ScNDAY carrying the inter¬ 
view, he .simply replied. "I have not 
read the printed version uf the inter¬ 
view but that was not exactly what I 
said." When I reminded him chat he 
' had promised ta make the announce- 
j ment before the 10th of March 1385. 
he replied. "Anyhow today is (ha 
14th." An answer like that would 
have raised guffaws of laughter in a 
meeting of rustics in any panchayiir 
I In the Rajyn Sabha members of the 
Congressdl applauded it, presum¬ 
ably as a witty retort. And now we 
have his statement to the Congress 
, Parliamentary Party to the effect 
that the army would soon be with¬ 
drawn from Punjab, elections held 
and an elected government installed. 
The statement was repealed to the 
press by the very ebullient secretary 
of the party in the Rajya Sabha. J.K. 
Jain, and within a few mint«*es vehe¬ 
mently contradicted by Srikant Ver 
ma. general secretary of the party- At 
first it appeared that J.K. jam had 
boobed. Then it appeared that bri- 



' kant Verma who. in his enthusiasm 
I to put down a possible rival had told 
the press whal he had get from the 
royal horse's mouih It is quite clear 
I now fhai J.K. Jain had faithfully 
< reported whai Rajiv Gandhi hud said 
I but since ii amoumed Ui m commit 
I mem Srikant Vecena was a^ked tu 
' cimtradici it. tf he is not mure c«u 
I lious wi(h hts words, Mr Clean may 
I soon earn for himself a second sebri- 
I quet* "Mr Confused." 

The Chaudhry 
Obsession 

i ! Marts being a complex and then 
turns into an obsession. As a com¬ 
plex It mariifests itself m the form of 
a compulsive desire to be a Mr Some- 
< body in every situation* member of 
I every committee; if already a mem- 
. ber. then its treasurer, secret ary, 
vice-president or president To Iw 
^ the centre of attention at every par¬ 
ty, the bridegroom at every wedding. 
I the corpse at every funeral, if the 
' desire IS not firmly curbed when it 
' raises its head, it soon turns into an 
obsession. You can see it in epidemic 
form in India. Every villager wants to 
become a sarpanch, every social 
worker a politicjan, every politician 
an MLA or MP. and every MF a 
cabinet minister of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Theie is no other explanation of 
the phenomenon of thousands of 
. aspirants ai every elevlion. oi^eT 300 
I in one constituency. 

! The Chaudhry Complex manifests 
Itself fairly early in life and assumes 
menacing propuniuns by campus- 
age. You must have known boys who 
were foreve* wanting to be elected to 
something or the other: member of 
the canteen committee, carom club 
executive, university union^or 


whatever. Thereof'or the same kind 
of fellows want to be >om«>l>iidys m 
(heir beopar m.indah. FICCTS Km 
ary Clubs. Lions CJiihs<—ur whatever. 
They append catalogues or what l hey 
I succeedi-d m becoming on iheir visit- 
j ing cards .<nd lelier-heuds of iheir 
I statiofieiy I knew a buffoon whose 
, writing pads had his entire bio-datii 
; printed m the margin. He was ihe 
gieaTcst cinwn m college because he 
I wanted to be captain of every leam. 

I Larer he bc'came a minister, (tuv- 
ernnr and an ambassador. Then there 
, are fellows who append honorary 
, ducroratev conferred un them as if 
i they were men of medicine or learn- 
1 mg. The same applies to govern me ni 
' honours There lire regulations tv the 
effect that they must mil be used as 
hunonfics. They are. See ihe tiumher 
of chaps who describe ihemsalves as 
Fadma Sri oi Fadma Rhushan so and 

The* most ludicrous examples of 
the Chaudhry obsc^ssinn can be seen 
ai club Hei'tions the more elite the 
instiiulinn. ihv more blatant the ex¬ 
ert IM.' in one upmanship. In Ihe re 
cent electiuns of the Delhi Gymkha¬ 
na Club, members were bombarded 
with latte*s soliciting votes Without 
excepiioti all of them extolled the 
statuv uf the aspirant: IPS. IAS, IF.S. 
Squadron Leader, and more insi¬ 
dious than these in a club half of 
whose membership comprise of 
businessmen, chartered accountants, 
lawyers with taxation problems, 
ware arm-iwistmg appendages like 
Indian Revenue ^rvice or Commis¬ 
sioner uf Incume-tax. Believe it or 
nor. these descriptions were even 
printed un the hallul paper. 

What do these jokers get hv be¬ 
coming Chaudhrys? Not money 
t though some wouldn't mind making 
a little on the side! bui patronage 
and for a lime being jee huutored by 
I the staff. Little things affect liitle 
I minds as small pants fit small be- 
I hinds 

! Humour From 
Pakistan 

G eneral Zia driving round Islama 
bad came across long queues of 
Pakistanis outside several embassies 
wanting visas and entry permits to go 
abroad He got out oT his e«r and 
joined a -ine to find out why su many 
people ware wanting to leave the 
country- No sooner did people see 
iheir President with them they left 
the queue to return to their homes. 
President Zia asked them why they 
were doing so. They replied: "U you 
are leaving Pakistan thera is no need 
for us (0 do M." 
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EXCLUSIVEICuldip Nayar 



How does the 
Kallma—La lla 
IIIAIIah, 
Mohammad 
Rasoel Allah 
become In 
anyway 

objectionable, if 
Itappaars in the 
places of 
worship of the 
Ahmedlei? 


The Tragedy of 
Pakistan’s Ahmedias 


have receivad a I»»er from an Ahmedia 
in Pakistan saying that though he is a 
davored Muslim he has been declared a 
non Muslim in a country which claims to 
be Islamic. What has hurt him most is the 
government's directive that the K^hata be 
erased from the mosques of the Ahmedias. 
Apparently, the witch hunt of the Ahmedias 
has increased. The Bhutto government in 
1974 had amended the Constitution to de¬ 
clare all Ahmedias non-Muslims, but the 
amendment was never implemented. Then 
General Zia*ul Haq, through a presidential 
ordinance on 26 ApNl 1964. prohibited the 
Ahmedias from calling themselves Muslims 
or their places of worship “mosques"; their 
priests were also forbidden from calling the 
faithful for prayers through the Atari. 

Embittered Ahmedias resorted to wearing 
Kalima badges and the authorities began 
arresting those who did. Dawn, an English 
daily, reported in its 2 February issue that 
more than 100 Ahmedias had b^n arrasted 
in various districts of Punjab, Again, on 2i 
Febsuary, the same newspaper reported that 
36 .Ahmedias were arrested for displaying 
the Kahma badges. 

The military regime of Pakistan has a poor 
record of respecting human rights. It is, 
therefore, not surprising to find the Ahme 
dias being maltreated. How does the Kali- 
ma—Lt iJa HI Allah. Mohammad Hawt 
Allah which means, “There is no Cod except 
Allah and Mohammad is His Prophet"^ 
become* in any way objectionable if it 
appears in the places of worship of the 
Ahmedias? Ii is strange that anyone should 
he punished for accepting the finality uf 
Prophet Mohammed and that too in a coun- 
try claiming to be Islamic. 

How can a law stop a person from calling 
himseK a Muslim^ It is a question of faith 
and no constitutional amendment or pres¬ 
idential ordinance can affect it. The ^kis- 
tan government may call the Ahmedies 
nun-Muslims, but if it U firm in following the 
tenets of Islam, no one can lake away this 
right from them. 

The Ahmedias have a long record of 
distinguished service to Pakistan. To name 
some of them; Zafarullah Khan, once Pakiv 
tan's foreign minister, did a good job at the 
UN when he advocated the case of Pakistan 
regarding Kashmir. Nobel Laureate Profes¬ 
sor Abdus SaJam is an Ahmedia. he has 
settled in Italy because Pakistan, his 
motherland, does not treat him as an equal 
citisen. 


I am happy ur see ihdi u disnnguished 
Pakistani jdurnahsi, M.irhtir All Khan.Tariq 
Alt's faih«*r, Ims taken up (h<' case of The 
Ahmedias' and has demanded an end (u 
their perMXMriuh uii ihc gruund*i ul rtdigiun. 
In a culumii in his m.m.uiiU', Viewpoint, he 
wrote "Mehatnui iiandht's prayer meelings 
included a rccit.Mion Irtim ihc ^uren. and 
during the Khilalai pcTind m usque meet mgs 
were often nddiessed bv Hindu und Sikh 
leaders Whv then mu si tlie Ahmedias be 
singled oiu, stigmatised acul disitiminaied 
against lo this exieiil?" 

The Ahmedias are also cHlIed (Radians; 
most of them were ume hving in Qudian 
near («urdatpni. All hut a (ew migrated lo 
Pakistan in 1947. Numbering around four 
million, ihey live musilv m Pakistan’s Pun* 
jab The niher dav h iew Ahmedias from 
Delhi met me in say ih.n they enjoyed 
religious ircednm in u svciilai country like 
India, but could n<n do so in the "Islamic 
country" Pakistan. 1 have no dnubi that 
things will change one day liecause ihc 
universalitv of Islam and its high irnditiun of 
tolerance will assert themM^ives. I personal¬ 
ly think Pakistan's discnmioJiMin against 
the minorities la nou-Mushm is prohibited 
from uLcupying the post uf he<ul of slate ur 
head uf governinenli will In- lurguileii one 
day 

In a wav. the Ahmc'dias «ire like the 
Niiankans. who emph.isise (iiiru Nanak's 
concept <>l God lacing S mink an (formless). 
They have cumpiled iw<i sc'iipiurc-s Utr then 
sect. Arrar IfjnMmd Fug/'mush Orrhodux 
fsiklis strongly rest-ni c*i-rt,nn passages in 
these texts which, they l«*cl. dunigraies the 
Sikh Gurus and tlie (itni/J* Suhih. Both the 
Ahmedias and the Nirankans deserve to he 
treated wuh respect tolerancu. The 
Nirankans in India hai. incd lo come to 
terms with the Sikhs as the Ahmedias have 
vainly done in Pakistan, li appears that both 
communities are m foi a long, arduous 
journey I'his happens when the majority in 
a particular community jettisons justice and 
fairplay io the name irf "puriiv oj religion." 
even when the essence of (hat religion U 
tolerance and it ts only int-dciaiice that 
vndongvrs it*- “ouiirv ' 

Man's rehgmn ha- .ikeii endless forms. 
His names fui gods aiic goddesses are many 
and his riiuaJs very fr«rr, the horrible to the 
suhhme Bui whutevc-j his beliefs, he has 
very often shown a capacity for tolerance. 
How can governments or those who claim to 
be true followers uf Cod take away religion 
from man? 
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OPINION 


Mature Politician 


T he bold aad detailed interview 
with (he Prime Minister made 
absorbing reading (The Assassin^' 
tton was Done Not to KiU Mrs Gan* 
dhi, it was Done (or the Reaction, 
10—16 March), M.J. Akbar made our 
young PM aware o1 the problems 
facing the country through his ques* 
tions and Rajiv Gandhi seemed de* 
lermined to tackle the issues. Prom 
his replies Rajiv Gandhi seemed to 
he different from the general run of 
politicians in our country. 

Bibek Sen. New Dethi 

a ft was nice to learn chat Prune 
Minister Rojiv Gandhi has decided to 
implement new methods of admi¬ 
nistering the netion. Rajiv Gandhi 
was all pratse for Pandit Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi bur he was aware of 
their shortcomings too. The PM's 
eff<irfs to infuse murility in politics 
IS leudabie but I was not satisfied 
with his replies on curbing black 
money and corruption. Black money 
and corruption cannot he controlled 
unless mandatory checks are im* 
posed on election expenditures. 
Mahesh Prasad Roy. Vaishali (Biher) 

e Nothing much was known about 
the plans of Kajiv Gandhi till Sunhay 
published the detailed interview 
with the PM. The earlier interview 
with finance minister V.P. Singh was 
also superb. 1 request Mr Akber to 
interview the other ministers and 
opposition leaders as well. 

Nandita Mishra. Berhampur (Ons^a) 

a Rajiv Gandhi's candid answers did 
justice to M.J. Akbar's provoking 
questions. 

A*.^. Andavan. Gobichenipalayam 

a One sentence in the entire inter¬ 
view still rings in my ears: ''Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has found the 
confidence of a man who knows what 
he wants to do." 

Tufan Ghosh. Calcutta 

e The Prune Minister appeared to he 
sincere m most of his replies but I 
failed tu understand why the irtter 
viewer was silent on such vital issues 
us Sri Lanka and Pakistan. 
ffobir Lahirt. Calcutta 

e I did nnt appreciate the interview 
since though the Punjab tangle was 
discussed at length the interviewer 
neglected the Assam problem. A 
ministry is functioning in Assam 
without the support of the people 
Hiteshwar Saikia is ruling the state 




SUNDAY 





A DIALOGUE 
WITH 


RAJIV GANDHI 


with the help uf the police Other 
blatant omisvionc include the in* 
surgency problem in the northeast 
and the Bhopal gas tragedy 
S C. Mulakar. Agru 


• 1 was amused by our PM's logic 
that the Delhi police failed to control 
the riots that broke out following the 
assassination of Mrs Gandhi since 
they were ashamed at the d«n'd of 
two of their colleagues. I also felt 
that Rajiv Gandhi had indirecth 
blamed (he Sikhs for the riots: the 
PM said that where the Sikhs openly 
rejoiced at (he assassination, tl was 
difficult tu control the riots. Mav I 
remind the PM that ii was a seciion 
of the Sikhs who rejoiced and not the 
Sikh community as a whole. 

K.L. Khanna. Calcutta 


e There was nothing new that Ra/iv 
Gandhi had to &ay. I.ike all other 
politicuips be too made a lot of 
promises which will soon be ftvgot* 
ten. The people should not expect 
much from him. 

Ashish Choudhury. Ddrbhanga 


e The dialogue with Rajiv Gandhi 
was interesting though noi ejihaus- 
uve Since a record number oi pages 
were devuted to the interview I ex* 
peeled M.J. Akbar to dwell on inter¬ 
national issues also. Sri Lanka. Pakis¬ 
tan and Bangladesh strangely did not 
figure in the discussion. However, 
most of the domestic problems were 
touched upon and Rajiv CandhPs 


determination lo solve them seemed 
honest. But it would be impMsible 
for a man to wage a battle against so 
many social evils singlehindedly and 
so he quite rightly asked the people 
of the country io give him a hand. 
M.H. Rama. Bhubaneswar 

• Rajiv Gandhi was not candid 
enough regarding (ha government's 
stand on the controversial Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution. However, I was 
r^jipved to know that Rajiv Gandhi 
did noi approve of the way in which 
N T. Rama Rau was dislodged from 
the chief ministership of the Andhra 
Pradevh last year. 

R, Nuresh, Hyderabad 

a Rajiv Gandhi seemed to be quire 
different from his mother who was 
hosiiie to the Indian press. Moreover, 
J failed to understand why M.J. 
Akbar did not q.iestion the PM on 
India'k foreign policy. 

Smita Narang, New Dethi 

I a The interviaw was a treat for all 
ihe readers. The young PM was frank 
and forthright In his replies to M.J. 
Akbar's tricky questions. The cover 
story was exhaustive but vital inter* 
national issues ware left out. 

H. Chidanand Kumar. Bangak/re 

• After going through the entire in¬ 
terview I am still in the dark as to 
why Rajiv Gandhi dropped Pranab 
Mukherjoe and A.B.A. Ghani Khan 
Chvwdhury from his cabinet. His 
answer that Pranab Mukherjee was 
not a tough man was not convincing. 
But I agree with the PM that com¬ 
munism has no place in our country 
and that by 1987 Jyoti Basu will be 
out uf power. 

A.N. Veeraraghavan, Bombay 

a Those who had doubts about Rajiv 
Gandhi's political acumen should go 
through his interview to M.J. Akbv. 
Our Pri me MI nisiCT is a person with a 
rare mettle and a clean image. The 
boldness with which he faced the 
interviewer reminded me of his 
mother when she faced the press. 
topamudra Ghosh, Sin dri (Bihar) 

As.^m. Sri Lanka. Bangtadesh, Pakis¬ 
tan. the West, the Soviets, the eco¬ 
nomy. tne quality of the cabinet, the 
faith m the bureaucracy...there is no 
viid tv the questions a Pri toe Minis¬ 
ter of India could be and should be 
asked. Untortunately, (he two hours 
of that Bombay*£>e/hi flight passed 
too quickly, long before the list of 
questions in my notebook was ex¬ 
hausted. Mj' apologies, but I am sure 
you wtil undersund^-MJ. Akbar 



OPINKW 


Wretched Life 


N irmal Mitra*s «rticl«. Childr&o of 
DespMir(24 February~2 March), 
has successfully revealed the appal- 
irtf conditions in which children have 
(0 vfork. Apart from those employed 
in hotels and restaurants, where they 
are at least assured of two meals a 
day« there are scores who work m 
automobile garages and attendants 
in small shops where the treatment is 
more brutal. 

Af.A. Ahad, Bhubaneswar 

a Children from poor famille^ live a 
wretched life in our country. Nt* laws 
can stop child labour unless those 
who employ them are made socially 
conscious of this social evil, 

B. Mohanty, CurrecJt 


Impre^ve Wews t By Talent Alone 


V ishal Mangalwadi*$ views on 
Pun>ab reproduced by Khush- 
want Singh in Goss/p Sw^f and Sour 
(N&w Light on Punjab. 10^16 
March) may be unpalatable to the 
government and the majority com¬ 
munity but his observations are 
objective The government and the 
HM should utilise hia observations to 
solve the Punjab problem, 

Kama! C, Mysore 

• I was impressed with Vishal Man 
galwadi*s assessment of the Punjab 
problem. In fad. the decision to send 
the army inside the Golden Temple 
should have been lakeo immediately 
after ihe murder of DIG Atwal. 
B.A. Nanda. Lucknow 


Save Our Culture 


K uldip Mayar in his aniclc, Mian 
Anrigues Co Wen ft'xchsive. 
17^23 February! hud f«>cussed atien 
tion un a very important issue; drain 
ing of our country*s antiques. The 
present laws are not sufficient tv 
check smuggling of aniiques, I was 
shocked to learn that Indian antiques 
find their way to the museums uf the 
West. Should we then infer that 
western governments are encourag¬ 
ing such acts? 

D.N. Mohan ty. Xa/udafti lOri.oa/ 


Mahmud and Nadir Shah Indian art 
and culture have been victims id 
foreign powers. Our country had 
been drained of antiques that repre¬ 
sented our culture. Tbe process still 
continues and if the govemmeni 
does not check this we will soon lose 
whatever we have. India should cam 
paign for an iniemational law since 
most of the antiques find ihelr way to 
government museums, 1 hope Mr 
Slayer's article serws as an eye- 
opener 


o Ever since the days of Sultan Xartrkeswor Sehera. /Ceonjhar 


Unholy Nexus 


T Ite investigative covet litory, 77ie 
t/nderworfd of Indian FnJ/tics 
(S^9 March! was h courageous ex¬ 
pose of the murky side of lndiai> 
politics. In a country where votes can 
be bought for a pittance, it Is no 
wonder that peuple with shady char 
acters capture political power. Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has 
announced his intention to cleanse 
the government and infuse morality 
in politics but his efforts will remain 
a pipe dream unless laws are enacted 
10 prevent people with police records 
from entering the Parliament and 
state Assemblies. 

Raram Hans Singfi. Arrah 

a It was distressing to team that 
some of our representatives in Par¬ 
liament and Assemblies have crimin¬ 
al recoids. The criminal-politician 
tiarus is a universal phenomenon and 
many a government would collapse 
without the help of the undei world. 
Rajiv Gandhi talked about cleaning 
the government and vet soma of his 


nominees for the recent Assembly 
elections had police cases against 
them. 

M. A. Ahad. Bhuba/reswar 

a I doubt whether Sunday's 
courageous effort will be rewarded. 
For, muscle-power and money are an 
integraJ part of Indian politics. 

N. EJ/ango, Tirune/vei/i 

e SiJitPAY did a commendable job by 
exposing the criminal-politician 
nexus. It is the duty of every consci¬ 
entious citisen to build up public 
opinion against such an unholy 
alUaoce. The main responsibility, 
however, lies with the press but the 
way iha varnacular press is proje-.t* 
ing (he image of people like Haji 
Masian is regrettable. 

Abide 5am/uddiji, Afigerfr 

e Everyone knows that Haji Masten 
IS a smuggler How dare he 

compare himaelt with Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi and Jayaprakish Narayan? 
JRaJneosh Sbarti, Sttamarh' 


I do not agree with M.J. Akbar that 
the anti-reservacion movement is a 
battle against untouchables and 
backwards (Derefine, 10^16 March). 
The movement, on the other hand, is 
a fight for a genuine cause. There are 
many backwards who have taken full 
advantage of the rei^rvation policy 
and have risen in life; their children 
can no longer be called backwards 
but (hey still lake advantage of the 
government's policy when it comes to 
The question of education and jobs. 
There are others, for example, the 
adivasis of Kora put. K ala hand i and 
Phulabani in Orissa, who continue to 
live a wretched life of poverty and 
Ignorance. So where is the utility of 
(he reservation policy? Is it meant to 
serve only the developed section of 
Ihe backward classes? Thus, the time 
has come to moilify. if not scrap the 
policy Moreover. 1 feel that talent 
alone should determine whether a 
perAoti IS fn to become a docror. 
iciencisi or an engineer. 

Prasanf Pa fro, Jeypore (Oriua) 


We Protest_ 

■ was surprised to learn chat the 
government is deporting Daud 
Haider, the brilliant poet from Bang¬ 
ladesh who was staying in India to 
escape religious persecution (A 
Figh/ for Freedom, 3^9 
March). What reason can there be to 
deny Daud Haider political asylum? 1 
appeal to the Indian government to 
review its decision in the light of the 
democratic principles for which we 
stand? 

MiAir Bose. Calcutta 

• Srin|oy Chowdhury had rightly 
pointed out ihat Daud Haider’s pre¬ 
sence in our country will only enrich 
the culture of India. As such the 
government'.s order asking Mr Haid¬ 
er to quit India has perplexed many 
like me. I would welcome a detailed 
explanation from the government. 
Meanwhile, 1 raise my feeble voice In 
protest through these columns. 
5an/ib Chowdhuri, Caicurra. 


Correction 


T he cavii.>n of the photostat docu¬ 
ment on page 34 accompanying 
the article. The Company a Mmfster 
Keeps' (24 -JO March) ^ould read; 
"A photostat copy of a latter to 
Vasantdada Patil racommending the 
Galadharis," and not as published. 
The error is regretted—Editor. 











Power transmission lines that talk 


Puwei l.ine Carrier Oommnnu.ations from HPL. l't»i Im'IUh 
ot eliittiiGi) fHwvt 

Sjiiiplv pul. 11 nu*aiis an eflirtUvp voici* »nrl chiki 
unmiiiJtiiUJtiun svsh in that uses vxlslinj; p»»WT lows in 
IhoCfiKlrirllv Board network. 

In ifpiTJitkm fur over 12 yctars in Klncliitilv BiKml 
ndvvnrks all over I he amnlry. Pnw'or lane Cirrini 
muioculiciii urnis help monilor and (.oiitrul cniic^l tai tors 
in olri irn^l pnwor maiiajinmont 

Commuiiioation i‘li*i;trcmh:s Itom BPl. «Uo mean.s 
(V 11 * 1111 * 117 ,', Su^xjrv'lsnrv' and {k)nlfoJ .Systems. Tok?phi»iK? 
; I tta Sw i I ri iiiiK Kiiu i pn innt. 

( iicic an* tiihnr vital areas that HPl. servesti«» With 
Instil,nienintion (Indusiml. Medh^l h Maasuanienlj 


(/•iiipulnrs I jiintsHiynls. CHTiia* VnUmialmn and 

(4II Ml linn hli''lriHiu> 

Midi I ml lUis divi'Tv* |ii«KitKl niiipe isa Viisloorpusuf 
knnwlixliji* that HIM. hiis <H'ipiinsJ nver the Inst two 
del 41* U*^ T? 11 •* 11M iv» u slin« luis (>•* ji t n It iTgrattsI t hrougii lCi:h* 
UHAil tii*'np> wiii mUinia!i<<nal brand loaders like 
SiPiiinns, \V«*s| tk'inwnv. RH, t^.S.A. and Trench Elrictric, 
(Miuda A*i<l Ihnnndi an inhasliuctun* Ituil's unique only 
to BPt. S(’v«*n iiHiitfati’*! laiinncs. Ilime HAD groups, 
ln•hllU^^ inatinhiUiiii* ul irilu.d lunipiments, e nalton* 
wuii* niarki*110^4 iM*l^\Mik •nid <in ind<:t>ondinit company 
iiM.liLsivelv iniijiltKwl lor semi itig. The fcsiill? Products 
liiai an* lH*<1**rriji(eJ liM Iim.iI oioJiliuiir And iisnr needs. 

Yes Sinisfviiig iis^'r mHuls is. ultimately, the only 
ubknitive UPl.kis 


Bn.-INDIA 

In pursuit of perfection 

CiinjfiurcrK ^ (hmmanicatitm • rd/ii/ir>;K'nt*> 

J/jstronnf/d^ooii i/nif».sfr#a/. Merfjca/A AKi«rrr.*m;'/i/^ • fWi'e AuMmHiioti • Ci»i6umei Elecironics 






















/ M.J.Akiar 


Dhaka: Soma nations arc bom demo¬ 
cratic, soma achieve democracy and 
one or two occasionsUv have demc^ 
cracy thrust upon them. The last has 
been ihe case with our neighbourN to 
(ha east and the west, whare 
attempts are being made to arrange a 
marriage between martial law and 
elections in order tn legitimise a 
child already born. (Moehiiig person 
aJ in that: the phrase is merely a 
reflection of the writer's inahUity to 
accept the moral validity of a coup.) 
Martial law administrators are them 
selves conscious of the fragiliiv of 
their foundations, which is presum 
ably why they keep promising the 
return of elected rulers. One wishes 
they would sometimes mean it. The 
only kind of democracy they seem to 
find acceptable is (he one which lets 
them retain the chair on which ihrv 
iidve become comfortable. The arpo 
ment for martial law is always prog 
ress. discipline and the good nf the 
people But what happens when the 
people themselves declare that they 
actually prefer the bad old days? 
Man has this funny habit of not 
wanting to live by bread alone. 

General Hussein Mohammad 
Ershid has been trying (with some 
sincerity, Insist his supporters^nd 
they include men like EnayetuUah 
Khen who has made left radicalism 
into a useful profession; he is being 
appointed Bangladesh's next ambas 
sador to Beijing) to come to lerms 
with the iiverse elements in the 
country's power structure for some 
time now. The task is admittedly not 
easy; there are 7d political parties 
alone, most of doubtful ment and 
none short of lung ii^er. Even the 
most important political parries, like 
the Awami League and the BNP (led 
by General Zitur Rahman’s wife Be* 
gum Khaleda) are not confident 
enough to go it eHne; they are pert oi 


alliancoN Hhose minimum mem¬ 
bership seetoc 10 be fifteen—and this 
di>vb not rake into account the num* 
bei of faciitnis that exist within the 
parlies In fact. Bangladesh seems to 
prove everv cliciie you ever heard 
about Bengali politics. 

Then iheitf arc* the ideological 
hai;.itioiiv. small fundamentalist 
organisai ions protei ting ''Islamic 
Bangladi'sh" from "llir^u Indie." 
General Kfshad has to worry aboul 
them Imi) One religious leader, 
llafv II llu/ogr twhu collecied a fair 
v»re III che lost eleciiuns) has 
announieil a jehad against Che gener* 
al, Hnd vowed chat he* will spend his 
luM few veins (ho is in his nineties! 
fighting ihe .ifinv Tor a ci»uncry as 
lM*sei wiih prublemc as Banglade^, a 
loi of pe(»plu want in rule in Dhaka. 


Ershad wiU renois in charge precise¬ 
ly as long as the army is happy with 
him. Power in Bangladesh nas now 
become the prerogative of the hun* 
dred thousand odd men who flourish 
in uniform. 


I t is, of course, e good sign that our 
neighbours seem to be edging to¬ 
wards democracy, however hal¬ 
fheartedly. 1 wonder how this is influ* 
enced by the sight of India keeping 
her commitment to elections despite 
all the enormous problems. However, 
if the game of democracy is to be 
played, the least one can do is stick 
by the basic rules. Dhake did not go 
to (he Islamabad extent and ban 
most of those who could have won 
from participating (see how danger* 
ous polls are? General Zia's ministers 
still lost), but there was still enough 
to cause doubt on the structure of che 
polls. For instance, no voter was 
marked with ink after he or she had 
cast a vote; if anything the officials 
seemed to be in a mood to welcome 
''genuine false voting" to save them 
the trouble of producing the ex* 
pected turnout. Nor did any ballot 
paper have to be stamped; you just 
placed the unmarked paper in the 
box of your choice. In any case, if you 
want to do ill this then you should 
try and prevent the foreign press 
from witnessing all this. Perhaps the 
most humorous experience of 
Ganabhot *85 (Referendum '85) was 
watching a queue of voters lined up 
for our benefit dispersing (without 
having reached the ballot boxes) as 
soon as our backs were turned and 
we were presumed (o have gone. The 
oldest delusion in the world remains 
self-delusion. 

S quaring a commitment to Marx 
with a commitment to an olive 
green (as distinct from red) army 
should, in the normal circumstance, 
be difficult. But the affable 
Enayecullah Khan has done it before 
on the rationale of a common front 
against "expansionist India** and 
accepting the ambassadorship to Chi¬ 
na did not clearly pose any ideologic¬ 
al dilemmas. Enayet's can be called a 
ruling class family of the modem 
third worlc' kind' a rnmhination of 

heritage, educabtm and ability. He is 
both t^itor/ovmer of the left/radical 
Holiday and president of the Dhaka 
Club: and everyone agrees that he 
does both jobs excremmy competent¬ 
ly. He was in feet tipped for t place 
in the cabinet, but he ii said to have 
refused this. Eoayet and Beijing will 
be good for etch other. 


All the contenders for General 
Ersh.idX )iiU decided to boycott the 
2t March icferendum But the genor 
thought he could pull it c^f; he 
likes the image of a democrat and a 
poet Ion EnKln^h eransUtum of hl$ 
poetry ha^ jusi been published and is 
full of low en.i patriotism) and gets 
irritated if anvonc uses 'dictator' in 
front of him Perhaps General 
Ershad wa« deluded by the crowds 
that came to his meetings on his 
constant hop« across the country. On 
21 March tbif people boycotted the 
referendum. The streets of Dhaka 
were deserted. And (here was not 
much more (han a trickle in (he rural 
areas. The figure of 71 pet cent vote 
produced by the government was 
treated with cynicism. (Incidentally, 
India has rarely produced such a 
high vote in its passionate elections.) 
If the purpose of the exercise was to 
confirm the credibility of General 
Ershad (hen it failed—both at borne 
and abroad. But the real point is that 
it does not much matter. General 
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Thf cuJour o/ anKer is hocoming increosingly visible on tht Puni'ob landscape, There 
is a bumper rn>p on Jhe/ieJds and o consequent smile of joy now. but the mood could 
turn ugly if the Akoli mim^hu after Boisokhi golhers momenlum. The lime has come 
for Imth Uoihi and Punjab to stop scratching the wounds and .start that long process of 

heoling. M./. AKBAR reports. 
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n Ie98 than two weeks time, on 
Baiukhi. 13 April.one ol the 
moei critical phases in the his* 
Tory of the Punjab vrill formally 
begin. The passion and fear, the 
pride and prejudice, faith and chal* 
lenge which have for so long created 
such turbulence so often are being 
stoked once again. The canvas is 
smaller. Once ii swept from the 
Suleiman ranges in the west to the 
Jamuna in the east; now it stretches 
only from the Beas to Ambala and 
the ancient battlefield of Kurukshet 
ri But the danger is no less intense 
for chat. Even this reduced Punjeb 
retains the power to send dengerom 
tremors across the subcontinent. The 
worst will not come, because power¬ 
ful nation states Uke ours have ac¬ 
quired the resilience and institution¬ 
al capability to preserve their in¬ 
tegrity. But there will be e bitter 
wind, and there is not much tine left 
in which to change rhe direction ol 
the coming storm 

One might be forgiven, after visit¬ 
ing Punjab now, for dismissing such 
talk as the product of an overheated 
imagination. There is an apparent 
mood of peace, even joy, m the 
villages and towns. The land is once 
again pregnant with a bumper crop; 
the fields glow with health. Where 
there were two combines in a district 
ten years ago. there are more than a 
hundred now. On the streets of San 
grur, in the early evening, the dhuf 
master comes out and children dance 
the bhaxigra There is. literally, milk 
and the modern equivalent of honey 
fwhisky) flowing through the state 
and this is its happiest moment of the 
year. The drums of Baisakhi are out, 
announcing the maturity of another 
crop, tn a matter of days the crop will 
be cut, stored and sold, and who 
could be happier at the thought than 
the farmer whose enterprise has 
lifted Punjab away from the quag¬ 
mire of third world poverty into at 
least second world comfort? 

In the final analysis there are few 
effective arguments against prosper 
The Punjabiianner Is in a posi* 
tion of unique good fortune today. 
There is the abundant water from the 
rivers bom in the Himalayas, and 
there is heavily subsidised fertiliser 
from the massive factories of Gujarat 
and Mahara^tra. Iliere is a ready 
buyer at a remunerative price for the 
produce in the government of India 
which beam the responaihiJity for 

feeding a Large nation. There are 
consumer goods from a growing eco* 
nomy to lend • value to money: video 
recorders and television sets and 
refrigerators and cars and tnicks 
Iron a hundred different points 
spread across the map of India. 
Which sane person would want to 








sc PC' ictljiK pra^dccK Prcm SlnRh («urtm rifthi) p*dn<« (he e rewS N Kamiifm StMb m 7 March duripf Hata MohalUu aw a f 

atfxft on (h e ditii b farmer Pw^ah flnani** minMer Saloaai SInfh 

exchange such success for an uncer* the communities would r«(umio the 
tain dream call<>d Khalistan? solideritp exemplified in that gesture 

And a dream which could so easily of common worship, the homage at 

turn into a nightmare. Conceive: a the Harimandir. And yet there is e 

hostile Himachal. Jammu and Kash' difference. For the first time since 

mir. Haryana and RajeMhan at con* independence that wish is spiked 

stent loggerheads with Khaii^can with the seed of doubt. For in 1984. 

over water. No fertilisers from an that Sikh farmer who had gained 

angry India, and no buyer from nothing but profit by hiS Msociation 

Delhi, and itu ports from which to with India acquired his first real 

export the wheat and rice. Trade at grievance. That paper tiger called 

the mercy of Pakistan. The collapse (he Akali morebt got its first claw in 

of the cities and services with the i (he anger against Operadoo Blues- 
srosion of the qualified Hindu tar. and the second to (he antiSikh 

population The devastation from a Hots following the assassination of 

tonstam war. The terrible retribu Mrs Gandhi. Sant JamaiI Sin^ Bbin* 
lion against Sikhs living in (he rest of dranwele dead became a force that 
(ndia. Decirna lion, plunder, re- Bhindranwale alive so desperately 
i^enge—and perhaps (he inevitable wanted to be 
ittendants of war. famine and pesii* And now. amidst the green of the 
.ence. A carnage which would set fields and the purple of the Akali 
yack Punjab for generations, even jf turban, a new colour is bcconung 
t might halt the progress of India for symbolic of Punjab: Jresan. Every- 
I few years. where in the state, young Sikhs are 

The farmer, with his tremendous beginning to put on seHnso turbans 
>en$eof the real, knows this. He feels to announce that they are reedy for 
he threat to his prosperity in his the ultimate sacrifice death in the 
yoncs; only a man who has creared name of retigioa. (It is ironic but only 

lis ovm wealth can know how quickly too appropriele that the colour of 

t can be lost. You speak to him today both Sikh secessicMusm and its coun* 
n Punjab, and in his heart he wishes terpart. Hindu fasciem. should be the 
hai (he tension and fear ol the last same in Punjab.) 
hree years would gti away, ther ihe The message was most forcefully 
lispute with Delhi would be settled, delivered at—where eUe?—the holy 
hat (he Akali morcha would end. city of Anandpur where the throe' 
hat Che confrontation with Hindus day Holla Mobella between 6 (Uid 8 
vhich seemed quite unthinkable so March this year was leas a ceiebca- 
acendy would disappear, chat both non and more a challenge to Delhi A 


congregation much larger than nor* 
xnal and almost completely young 
had gathered: the men wore kerarf 
turbans and the women dt/parres of 
the same colour. They hid nothing, 
particularly not their secessionism. 
Moderate Akali leaders like Sarder 
Balwant Singh were booed (he 
walked off, rather than submit to 
emremist pressure); the young at 
Anandpur were looking for new lead¬ 
ers more in tune with their passions. 
And they found one too; Bimal 
Khalsa. 

Bimal Khalsa is the wife of Sardar 
Beam Singh, assassin of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi 


A n ekrara provides the musical 
spine around which the song is 
built. The words are simple and un¬ 
ambiguous: the Sikh will not be 
cowed down, tbe Sikh will take re* 
venge; don*i you weep, Bimal Khalsa, 
your husband shall be avenged, 
thank you. Beam and Satwant and 
Kqhar Singh.for protecting the hon* 
our of tbe community. The songs had 
been taped inside thejeilt of Pwjeb, 

copied on cassettes and circulated 
clandestinely. Obviously this was not 
possible without the collusion of 
some jail officials. Nor vrere the men 
who hid lent their voices worried 
about disclosing itheir identities. One 
cassette begins with an introduction in 
Punjabi: ‘'^han deiu mahean kur 
hboiyn eur prtnnti /af ke. Sardar 
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Satwant Singti «ur to Senior Beam 
Singh do Sikh navjawmaa di baha- 
dun, to Indtra Gandhi doo 01 a ut* 
poah karden hai Sardar AJay Singh 
Dhilion Singoieriwaio aur Sardar 
' Jasbir Singh Joshila Taiwandisahab- 
•va/e.X Sardar A jay Singh Dhillon 
Singolariwala and Sardar Jasbir 
Singh Joshila narrate the sacrifices 
and problems 0 / the Sikhs, the hero¬ 
ism of Sardar Beont Singh and Sar¬ 
dar Satwant Singh and the death of 
Mrs Indira Gandhi...)" The cassette 
becomes only more inflammatory as 
it goes on. “Sun laj, Simal Khaisa. 
main bhi ohi kueh kar ko uttha. mam 
oM kuch kar ka dikhoyna... Sir doka 
iei loon badia (Lisren, Bimal Khalsa, 
I too will do something, I will emu¬ 
late your husband... I will give my 
life to take revenge.. )" 

Sikh nat ji$na hai bair karda 
Badla lowaango gin gin. paaptyo 
Such sentiment is limned to the 
extreme fringe, but it is powerful 
enough to intimidate ond frighten 
those who would prefer a less vola¬ 
tile course. The danger of pressure 
from the extreme lies not in the 
extent gt popular support it might 
generate but in the power of the 
screem: the strength of a war cry 
raised by a committed few often not 
only drowns out the argument of 
reason but can so easily be mistaken 
for the voice of the whole com¬ 
munity. 

In every gurudwara of Punjab the 
cattle has begun for the possession of 
(he Sikh mind. The young are there, 
asking their parents and their elders 
if there is a future possible in the 
pattern': of the last 30 years. The 
parent^ of the arrested youth add to 
the chorus nf despair, narrating story 
after story of the "innocence" of 
their children and the “cruelty" of 
oppressive Delhi, But the key lies in 
the worker and the farmer who earni 
from his participation in the national 
economy: which way will he swing? 
Where will ilie Sil^ women, who 
would suffer under a futidamentalist 
Sikh state in terms of righis and 
inheritance, turn? The urben Sikh, 
who has been by and large anti 
AkaJi. and the marhabi Sikh, who has 
so much reason to mistrust the Jat 
Sikh: have they also been affected? 

And what will the Akali Dal do. 
particularly now that ita leaders 
are being allowed to dribble out of 
jail? Veer towards the voice of 
revenge in an effort to be more 
extremist chan thou? The man to 
watch was Sant Harchand Singh 
Longewal, president of the 
Shiromani Akali Dal and "dictator" 
(an approved term in the Akali 
political lexicon) of the morcAa, (he 
man who had kept his linea open to 
all sides of Sikh sentiment before 


Operation Bluestar. True the Sant 
had not supported Bhindranwalv; in 
fact, the two were not on talking 
terms. But he had not stood up 
against the secessionists to the 
extent expected And if the 

Sant was isoi a Gurcharun Singh 
Tohra. he was no Prakiish Singh 
Badal either. Would the Sant 
contiriue 10 prevaricate, to say one 
thing to the young and another to the 
rest uf India? Or would he provide 
the leadership to mobilise Sikh 
opinion behind him, and find tbe 
solution to the Punjab problem 
which had so long evaded 
everybody? As for Delhi: Prime 
Minisier Rajiv Gandhi had squeeted 
what was possible uut of Punjab in 
iwo elections. Any more rhetoric of 
confrontation would be the surest 
passport to political suicide. The 
lime had come to lalk peace. And it 
was his turn to make the first move in 
the chess game which had to be 


adjourned under such calemiious 
L'ircumstuncrs It was still a 
coniinuation of the old gume, but 
both vidrs bad lobi their principHl 
pliiyers Delhi made its play: the 
AnandpiM Suhib resolution was no 
longer iH'vond ihe pale; selected 
Akali leaders were set free including 
hardliners like Talwandi; and a 
knigln wjv sent to Chandigarh to 
cimfrom ilic bishops. 

O ne ol ilie fiisi things that Sant 
Loiigowol did u(Kir) his release 
was to siari u tour of his p/nd. A jatha 
(rum his area had been caught in the 
crossfire ol the army action at the 
Golden Temple and there were 
casualties, lie Ix'gan a round of visits 
to every hume which hud suffered, 
and gave a speech at every 
gurudwara After the grief ceme the 
message* the Congress was the bitter 
eneinv of the Sikhs, end there could 
be no peace with it. The war was with 


at PvM airpert atat Us rtkaaa from, dattvttioa 
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Delhi, as It had been so often through 
Sikh history; this war would also 
demand its price, and the Sikh would 
willingly offer that price. There was 
no condemnation of fieant Singh and 
Sarwant Singh, and not much regret 
for (he assassination of Mrs Gandhi. 
But there was anger at the anti*Sikh 
riots, and (he warning that not a 
word would be exchanged with Delhi 
unless a judicial enquiry was 
ordered. But the Sikhs should not 
consider Hindus their enemy; the 
Congresv was the villain, not the 

^id (he tone change during our 
interview; if anything the anger in¬ 
tensified as (ha questions attempted 
to probe his real feelings. We sat in a 
small room on the periphery of the 
gurudwera still under construction, 
just a few miles from tongowal. the 
place which gives the Sant his sur¬ 
name. The ‘‘dictator" was not willing 
to condemn extremist behaviour on 
any count. If he could not support a 
particular action, he would try and 
justify ii>"bu( there was no question 
of apology, regret or embairassmeni. 
Check; 

e Whet was so wrong ebout wearing 
IresarJ turbans or duperras? Why did 
no one object when NT. Rama Rao*s 
MPs wore saffron to Parliament? If 
NTR wore saffron it was fine, if a 
Sikh wore saffron it became a crime! 
e Why should he condemn the hi¬ 
jackers? Wby should the Akalis not 
arrange to provide a defence for 
thoae being cried in Lahore? 1/ the 
Congress of Mrs Gendhi, Sanjay and 
Rajiv Gandhi could give Assembly 
tickets to those who had hijacked an 
Indian Airlines Booing during Janata 
rule, why could not the Akalls defend 
the Sikhs who were protesting whet 
(hey thought to be injustice? 
e How codd anyone object to arms 
in gunidwaras, when aU through his¬ 
tory Sikhs had been allowed to carry 
arms? The Sikhs worshipped 
weapons, and they would now 


worship tbe most modem guns siiice 
these were (be weapons of today. 

• Why should everyone insist that 
(he Sikhs coodeom the assassination 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi; after all the 
Akal Takht had been artecked too, 
and Sikhs killed in communal riots 

There aie senslbre answers to each 
one of Sant Longowal's posers. When 
N.T. Rama Rao wears saffron, he is 
only displaying a religious senti¬ 
ment, not announcing that he is 
ready to sacrifice his life in a war 
against another Indian community 
*niere is therefore a substantial dif¬ 
ference in the two messages sought 
to be conveyed. What Mrs Gandhi 
and Sanjay Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
did when rhav gave tickets to those 
who had committed a crime was 
wrong, and remains wrong. But there 
is a qualiiarive difference in the 
crime of secession and any other 
crime. By supportiog the hijackers 
the AkaJi Dal is publkly affording 
sympathy and protection to those 
who are set to destroy the unity of a 
aaiion. not unseat a government. 
And while Sam Longowal has every 
right to protest and mourn the attack 
on the AkeJ Takhi, surely be must 
also condemn the assassination of an 
elected Prune Minister of India? Or 
is he surreptitioualy advocating the 
use of arms to settle political prol> 
lems? Is his justification of sophisti¬ 
cated modem weapons in gurudwar* 
as part of tbe same intent? For two 
hundred years after Gum Nanak the 
Sikhs did not carry weapons; it wat 
only the tenth Guru who enjoined 
them to do so to fight Mughal oppres¬ 
sion Have the Sikhs been oppressed 
since 1947? And how does one react 
to the decision of the Sbiromani 
Gurudwara Prabhandak Committee 
on 25 March (where Sar.t Longowal 
was of course present) that training 
in the use of arms would be given in 
tbe gurudwares? Can tbe Sikhs 
blame the rest of tbe country if 



suspicions rise and in turn acquire a 
malevolent dimension? Not only this, 
the process of the canonisation of 
Sant Bhindranwale is being stepped 
up. Another resolutioq passed at the 
SCPC appealed to all the Sikhs to 
spread the purification movement: 
“Let at least one member of each 
Sikh family be baptised by 1999, (a 
year which will mark 300 years of the 
birth (d Khalsa). This will also fulfil 
tlU dream of Sam Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale." 

Not so long ago the dreams of Sant 
Bhindranwale were not part of either 
the SGPC ur the Akah future. 

41^0 Sikh leader can afford to talk 
f^the language of moderation 
now.' If I heard that statement once, I 
heard it a hundred times. The voice 
too mult be touched with kesar/; and 
its shrill tones mu^r be tolerated 
until the anger has eu ed. Words are 
extremely malleable weapons: they 
are gelignite; they cen be used fur 
mining and undermining; they can 
be stored in the chambers of memory 
and detonated et precisely the mo¬ 
ment required. They mean what you 
want (hem to mean. To find the 
answers to Punjab, one has to look 
beyond words and into hearts. If the 
Akali leadership today is using the 
words in its current arsenal tn heal 
by pampering, then one can appreci¬ 
ate the need for the presenr rhetoric. 
If CMt... 

Words have proved dangerously 
deceptive before. In I94U the Muslim 
League at Lahore passed a resolution 
describing the Muslims as a nation, 
and demanding their right tu protect 
(heir lives and culture from the 
greed and oppression of the major¬ 
ity. There was no mention of either 
Pakisian or secession, and among 
those who proposed the resolution 
were men like Sir Sikandar Hayat 
Khan who were opposed (o the idee 
of partition and the creation of a new 
country called Pakistan. In fact, with- 
ifl a year or so when Sir Sikandar 
realist the extent of the conspiracy 
he resigned from the working com¬ 
mittee of the Muslim League, and in 
debete after debate io the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly ridiculed the 
idea of a new counciy. But after 
Lahore 1940 Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
knew tbit he bad his Pakistan. In the 
beginnuig was the word, and the 
word had hrwn passed suitably dis¬ 
guised. Any political movement will 
include, within its fold, a whole spec¬ 
trum of Interests and pressures. The 
equivalents of Sir Sikandar end Jin- 
ruih sit on the Akali platform too, 
fighting for the control of the major¬ 
ity of (he party. 
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there ere the bullies who waat to , 
teach ihe Sikha a “lesson they will 
never forget”: part of the lesson has 
already been administered, and pre< 
sumably the education ia not com* 
pleie. Others see the need for consid¬ 
eration and dialogue, submission 
without surrender, acceptance of de< 
mand without the show of panic 
which could set off detonationi else* 
where and, worse, inspire the Sikh 
extremists to believe that the centre 
had finally become too weak to hold 
the nation. And then there are those 
who are simply confused. 

While the Akalis can blow hot and 
cold, the government must now mike 
a choice. One assumes that it has 
learnt chat siate*inspired aggression 
is bad policy at any time, aod an 
impossible alternative in a democra* 
cy. After that, it has only two options 
left. The first is to ^ant Punjab 
(Punjab, not just the Sikhs; Chandi* 
garh should go to Punjab, not just the 
Sikhs: the river waters should go to 
Punjab, not just the Sikhs) its de 
mends through an agreement with 
the Akalis. The other is to do su 
bypessing the Akulis. The conces¬ 
sions have to include an enquiry into 
the post-assassination riots, the sur¬ 
render of Chandigarh to Punjab and 
an increase in the water allotment to 


the fanner (whkh ia the best eray of 
wooing him). If the Akalia raise the 
ante any higher, they should not be 
ignored and their moncha treated as 
nothing more than e lew and order 
problem. In fact, the logic of such 
action could be coniinu^ a stage 
further and the nation should consid¬ 
er legiilatioD CO stop religious poUci- 
Clans from entering our secular 
legislnturewwe have seen enough 
damage being caused to India from 
the SsBghs and the Leagues. But 
Prime Minister Rajiv Oandhi wiU 
have to display more clear¬ 
mindedness to push through such 
reform than he has shown so far on 
Punjab The decisions from Delhi are 
coming out piecemeal, and losing 
much of their impact, aven though 
through this process far more mi^t 
end up being granted than even 
demanded. 

The other part is that the time for 
ambiguity is also over: the Akalis, 
and their dictator Sant Longowal. 
have to clarify not only where they 
stand but where they are heading. 
The tuna has come for the tangua^ 
of moderation to be heard. U their 
gestures continue to provoke, the 
consequences could be terrible. 
Surely they themselves know as 
much, which tempts one to suspect 


that the provocation is often deliber¬ 
ate in order to drag the Sikh com¬ 
munity further away from the nation- 
al mainstream. Prom Baisakhi i98S 
the Akali morcha will be officially 
relaunched, and already the gunfire 
which has fallen silent is being heard 
again—the murder of the secretary 
of the BJF in Chandigarh, K. L. 
Manchanda being the worst example. 

Once the spiral starts btiilding it 
could again acquire a terrifying 
momentum. The last time, the Akalis 
said that Punjab would be in danger 
if their demands were not met. Ihis 
lime, they are saying that the Panth 
is in danger, that the fate of the 
religion hangs in the balance. The 
last time, the transfer of Chandigarh 
might have been enough, now a ges- 
ture also has to be made to convince 
the Sikhs that their religion, like 
every minority religion on this sub* 
continent, will be safe under the 
protection of the Constitution and its 
elected guardians. And all this has to 
be done now: every moment of delay 
is time unforptiveably lost. The last 
lime the purple of the Akeli turban 
was the colour of the agitation; this 
lime kesari can be found in every 
town and village. We have learnt the 
cost of the purple battle. We must 
avoid the havoc of the iresari war 


What Should Now Be Done 
in Punjab? 


Lt. Gen. Jagjii Singh Aurora (ReliredJ answers 


M uch has happened In Punjab 
since Operation Bluestar in 
June last year. Yet a solution lo the 
Punjab tangle remains as elusive as 
ever and a question that is being 
asked is: What should now be done in 
Punjab? Before I attempt to answer 
this question, it is necessary to look 
into the causes and the effects of 
what has come to be known as the 
‘'Punjab crisis.” 

The first point we must keep in 
mind is that the demands of the 
Akali Dal and the government's re¬ 
luctance to come CO a decision on 
them was primarily a political prob¬ 
lem between the Akali party and the 
government of India. But—end there 
can be no doubt about it—the de¬ 
mands were presented by the Akalis 
in such a manner chat even the 
political demands, which concern all 
Punjabis, ware made to appear as 


though they were the deoiands of the 
Akalis; hence, a part of the religious 
demands. Though this was set right 
lat^ on. it did create a certain 
amount of strain and misunderstand¬ 
ing between the Hindus and the 
Sikhs. But after Operation Bluestar. 
the Punjab problem became one 
esseotfally between the Sikh com¬ 
munity and the government of India. 
This was because the storming of the 
Temple hurt the feelings of all Sikhs, 
irrespectiTe of their caste, creed or 
political beliefs. 

I do not know if Mrs Gandhi real¬ 
ised this when she ordered Opera cion 
Bluesur or whether inspiie of realis¬ 
ing this she decided that she was so 
correct in this maitef that she could 
afford to alienate the whole Sikh 
commuAity. In any case, matters did 
not end with Operation Bluestar. 
Alter it was over she stated through 


the media chat she was applying the 
healing touch but, in fact, the prop¬ 
aganda carried out by the official 
media was such that it alienated the 
Sikhs further. This in cum had its 
fallout: differences grew between 
the Hindus and the Sikhs in Punjab. 
In fact, one could even ce ll it the 
great divide. To make matters worse, 
there was a lot of repression in 
Punjab: the presence of a large num¬ 
ber of security forces in the state, as 
well as the new Disturbed Areas Act, 
special courts the change brought 
about in the Evidence Act only 
added to it. Tm sorry to say this, but 
today there are possibly more ax* 
trenusts and terrorist-minded young 
Sikhs than there were at the time of 
Operation Bluestar. 

The presence of the army in the 
state hrU further widened the gulf 
between the Hindus and the Sikhs: 
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whUe the Hindus do not want the 
army to leave Punjab because ol 
insecurity, the Sikhs feel that they 
are under repression and there is a 
lot of resentment on this score. Then 
there was the very unfortunate assas 
sinacion of Mrs Gandhi and the holo¬ 
caust that followed outside Punjab, 
This certainly contributed in the de* 
terioratiun of relations between the 
two communities. Now. not only do 
the Sikhs feel alieoated from the 
mainstream of the nation but there is 
also a lack of confidence vrs a-vrs the 
government. What the Sikhs are 
asking today ts. In case there is 
another incident like the one which 
took place in November, will thev get 
proper protection from the govern 
ment? One. after all. does not know 
the turnr. the situation can take. 
Today nobody U in a position to 
control the terrorisci^neithcr the 
A kalis nor the parents of those who 
have become lerrorisis—and any> 
thing can happen. But can we blame 
(he whole community for the crimes 
of a few? Again, there is the feeling, 
whether rightly or wrongly, that a 
number of young i^ple have gone to 
Pakistan for training <in arms). But I 
have heard that a large number of 
young people, as well as chose who 
are not so young, have gone to Pakis¬ 
tan as refugees. And why? Simply 
because they felt that they could be 
picked lip at any moment by the 
police and interrogated. After that 
there is no certainty regarding their 
fate: whether (hey would be released 
or whether they would be bumped 
off. In fact, (here is this total lack of 
confidence among the Sikhs oJ 
Punjab. 

Therefore, as far as the Punjab 
problem is concerned—-(hough f 
think it is more of a Sikh problem— 
before any fruitful negotiation can 
stare, it is essential to create a proper 
atmosphere of confidence. This 
annosphere can only be brought ab¬ 
out if something concrete is done; 
whether it be an enquiry into the 
riots or drive home to tl^ adminis¬ 
tration that the Sikhs be given the 
seme sort of justu^ that other Indi¬ 
ans have been receiving. There is 
this feebng that if a Sikh has -a 
problem, chances are (hat he will not 
get a fair deal. 

So, to bnng the situation back to 
normal in Punjab, (he Disturbed 
Areas Act has to be withdrawn and 
chose young people who have been 
arrested and against whom no 
charges have been framed or against 
whom there is nothing major, should 
be released. Why are they being kept 
in custody for so long? 

Ai for the demands of the Pun- 
jaWOi gU political ponies in Punjab 
agree diet Chandigarh should go to 


Punjab, that the dispute over the 
division of the river waters should be 
referred bark (o the Supreme Coun 
where it was before Mrs Candhi gave 
the award just before the elections in 
Haryana, for poluical purposes. 
What should be done neat is to set up 
a boundarv Lommission to decide on 
a boundary between Haryana and 
Punjab on a UnguiMic basis These 
were the demands earlier and they 
still remain I do not really see how 
either (he A kali party or an> other 
pariy of rhv Sikhs can accept any¬ 
thing lus^. 4s the entire Sikb com¬ 
munity in Ihinjab is unanimous about 
thest- demands. 

Another problem which continues 
to plague negutiaiions between (he 
eovefnm*-nt and the Akalis is (ha 
oft-rvpeaied Anandpur Sahib resolu¬ 
tion. about which there has been a 
great deal of talk withour thcrpMple 
really understanding what it is all 
about. To mv mind the operative 
clause of the resolution is the one 
that relates to cenire slate relations 
That is the first ret<olution on the 
Anandpur Sahih resolution docu- 


What the Sikhs are 
asking today is: In case 
there Is another incident 
like the one which took 
place in November, will 
they get proper 
protection from the 
government? 


meoc. The authentic document 
the one chat was passed in 1978 io 
Ludbiana. That resolution only talks 
about centre-state relations*, tv says 
that we should have a proper federal 
structure, (he siiiTe< should have 
greater auihorny over (heir own 
affairs and goes on to say that in 
order (o strengthen India, it is neces¬ 
sary for (he structure to be rede- 
• 

signed. Nowheae does il iaIV of seces¬ 
sion nor is there even a hiddeo cl»ii«gf 
relating to it. I think this matter can 
be referred to the Sarkana commis¬ 
sion. Or, if they so desire, it can be 
referred to some other commassiori. 

But if negotiations are to be 
meaningful, ^th the Akali Dal and 
the govenimem should avoid taking 
public stands on the demands and 
issues concerning Punjab. Often 
leaders do this to try and justify to 
the public (hat (hey are ti^t and the 
other side is wrong. No meaningful 
negotiation can it^e place if your 
anitude is such. Tbec^ore, I feel, 
both sides should go to the negotiat¬ 
ing table without t^ng any stand In 


public and with only one objeciive: 
to solve the Punjab crisis as it is vital 
for the security of the country; it is 
vital that the Sikhs who feel alien- 
at^, ht brought back to the main¬ 
stream. So we have to put our heads 
together and find a workable solu¬ 
tion. without making i( into a pre¬ 
stige issue. 

Besides, I would like (o add, not as 
a Sikh but as an Indian, that the 
present government should deal with 
the problem more generously. It 
should give (ime to the Akali lead¬ 
ership, especially the moderate lead 
ership, 10 regain its confidence. For 
instance, after nine months Longow- 
al was recently released from jail At 
the time when he was put in jail his 
stock was not very high within his 
own community because he had 
handed himself over to the security 
forces and it was jiut out in (he press 
that he had surri-idered. For Lon- 
gowal. this meant a loss of face. So 
now after bis release, in order to be 
accepted as rhe leader of the Sikhs, 
he cannot afford to take a soft line. 
And this IS something which should 
be understood by the government. 
Longowal is a moderate leader and a 
reasonable person and he should be 
allowed to reestablish himself in the 
community. But if everytme he 
opens his mouth the media pounces 
on hi/n, criticising him for making 
harsh statements, then it will simply 
vitiate the atmosphere, instead of 
giving him a chance to establish 
himself. 

But I do think that by releasing 
some of the Akali leaders, and not all 
of them, the government has clipped 
the wings of Longowal and Barnala, 
because nn their own they cannot 
lake on the entire responsibility of 
negotiating a settlement of the Pun¬ 
jab problem. Besides, if under press¬ 
ure they say something and the other 
leaders do not like it, it can threaten 
the unity of the Akali Dal, which, in 
any case, is being kept together with 
a great deal of effort. Again, while 
Tobra and Badal have not been re 
leas'ed Talwandi has been/even 
though he is the most extreme among 
them and is someone who has taken 
great delight in criticising and dis¬ 
agreeing wirh Longowal, making it 


difficult tor him to win the c^i- 
dence of the whole cooinninity. 

in the final analysia, 1 think the 
government should place its confi- 
dmee in Longowal and his party, 
give him a chance to escabliab him¬ 
self and then .Sit at the negotiating 
table with onl}* one end in mind: to 
solve the Punjab tan^e for rhe fu¬ 
ture of the country and the future of 
the Sikh communiiy, which in spite 
df being a minority, ii still viral to the 
country. 
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It'S true! The very same lyres that you use on 
cityroads. are repeatedly lasted by MRF on 
race and rally tracks around the country 

there s a a»rnpie reason why On a rsce-uack a 
lyre is subjected lo severe torture and strain, in 
just SIX hours on the track, a tyre goes through 
more than halt its life Sorh9lhir>g that would 
take more man a year on a city road 

Which means we get our test results that much 
taster And you get ah improved product that 
much quicker. 

It s a testing lechniguo developed ^our 
coiiaborsiors 6 F Goodrich ot the people 
who bU4id lyres tor the NASA Space Shuttle 
Programme 

And sir>ce MRF tests cny-i yres on the race-track. 
you can be sure that whan we wm, you too are 
winning. With lyres that are selling new standards 
tor grip, handling, mileage, durability and sheer 
staying power. 

Tne mce-tracH is our labomtory. 



MRf Tyres are made intecnn«aieeAMrah«n»Wi B F Goodrich Cempenyol USA 



At the end et the race, ii't over to the MRF 
techmciens. Teeling lo* heel Dulld-up ina tyre wkh an 
electronic pyrometer. 
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In sleek Italian styles. 

Bright, gay a>l(Hirs. 
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so durable. 
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‘An Incomplete Step’ 


44T lere is hope but no optimism," 
I says Ulri Akali Dal Hresidenc, 
Mrs Ka^mdcr Kaur “SonivihinK 
Lome out. We can't predii:i the 
future course* u( even is Rul ludjy I 
am uoi very Dptimiviic that Punjab 
will he nurmal in the near future '* 
Hasn't the situation ihanjjed wjih 
the release of the Akab chief Sani 
^ HarelunJ Smith l.onAowul and the 
seven other prnmineni Akali lead 
ers^ Pat cumes the reply Irom cIh> 
firebrand djujihrer ol the tependurv 
I A kail leader and the former partv 
I pi esidetiK Master Tara Siiiith "Iiisa 
' taclical lUiive of the Kovernmeni. I 
veiy much doubt ihe snicenty uf 
RajiV alioui the Punjab piublem 
, Moreover, the release of the AJcab 
leadi'is IS inn ot much siunifiiaHce 
Other issues ate more inirMiriarM— 
like the repression on the Kikh youth 
must slop, ihen the (udii lai empiiry 
I mlo ilu iHdhi rmis. then ilie leleasi* 
of ilioiisands ot irirmceni Sikh vouth 
iiosv laiiuuishuij; in jails foi nnmihs'' 

I Kl.ilioiatinK on ihs* “tactics" of the 
j Mover ricneni in re I east nj; Limitowal 
I .ind lalvcaiiJi, the Islii Akalt Dal 
I chief and Inrmer Akah Uik Sahha 
j memhtr cxplHiiied, “The pivern- 
I nieiu wants that Ihe two nf them 
; ilamMowal and Taiwundii keep nn 
, fifthtinj; And obviously the {tovein- 
I mc*ni Is very suvcesslul tti its move* 
fif course, she sounds ton vine mM in 
I hei aiitiimenl 

Jallu'dai Jaitdev SiriRh Talwandi, 
presideni ol ihu rpat Akali Dal be* 
M<m his attack aitaiast Sant l^onunwal 
' jmmedialelv attei his release from 
: the Ainhola cen’.ial jail. Talking to 
I the press after his party's 2fl March 
meeting in Amritsui, Talwacidi uite* 

I <juivocally held Lonfiowal respomi 
I blcfor the death uf the miiiranr Sikh 
I priest. Jdinail Sinph Bhiiidraiiwale 
AKaiii, thou)jh LonRowal stroiii;1y do* 

I nivd this. I'alwandi did nni mmee 
wolds in accusing noth Tnhra and 
I lamAowdI of haviiiu surrendered to 
I (he army in the (oilden Temple on 6 
I June last year, Talwandi. the former 
j president ol the undivided Akali Dal. 

I evert went lo the extent nf opr^nly 
' announcing rhal LoiiMowal struck 
some deal with ihe Ruvernment he 
fnre his release. Observers feel (hat 
ev«*n if rhw charge's levelled l>y TjI 

w.iiidi apaitul l/Oiigc»w4l muy not Ik 
true, the lattei's imaite is Mectmp 
tarnished in the Sikh community. 

>iow do the five .Sikh hiMh jirieAis 
whose itiJe in Sikh politics hud b<*- 
come Tuther prumiiieni after Opera 
tion Bluustar feel ahuut the chanRed 
situation m Hunjab foJInwiiiM the 


release of >»jnr f./uu:<iwa} and oilier 
scmiur Akaii leadi %\f Are they hope 
ful that finally (K'uce will Ik* resiored 
m Run|ahy I'lu'se ijiiestionv are up 
p4*rm(>st niii only m tiK* minds of the 
Sikhs Ihii pt'ih..|K all hidianv today 
I’Apec'ially siri^e the Sikh hieh pi tests 
weie jt (lie helm of .iffairc not only 
•IS the \ui>ic*nie auiluiiitv of ihe Sikh 
cnmii(u*iilv but llw AkaJi DjI as well 
lor th<* l.ivi note m(«iiibv t'ommenis 
Oiani S.ihdi Siiij*h 'll is a rikiJ but 
incompleteMei>bvihe j:overniiienl " 
'I he head orK’si «d the <!ol<len Tern 
pie was talkini* lo Si simv at his 
residi'iKe evtoi'ssirii: his views aliout 
the* release* ol Sant UiiiKowal and 
Ollier Ak.ili le.ideis S|K*akmK m a 
tongue’ MOW rvpHal ol fjifieowaJ. the* 
Sikh lU'iMvni.ni ie|H*.ited j Iokr list 
of deiiiaiids inilodmi* fdliMK ihe 
ban on Hie All Imli.i Sikh Student 
hedeiation 1 AIS.SI i. wiilidrawaJ ol 
army, aliolilioii ol s|>t*cial lourix. re 
lease of all JetJined Sikbs imludinfi 



iH»mt SiiWi S*n|ph 


army desertc*rs and ot course* a judi 
cia! prohi* into tht' Socemliet riuts-^ 
dll of which were lo be accepted 
Without th'ldv fiiani .Salub SinRh 
said. "II all the demands are 
accepted then things ran improve 
cnnsideraliJy " lie stressed that "the 
itovernmeni should have a lenient 
View about the Sikh armymen who 
dc'sened all(*t (>p(*racion Pluestar. 
They are not traitors or inti 
nationals. Ibey only acted under 
strong ndiMitniv sentiments after 
learning alMiiit the destiuctUin of the 
Hanmamlei Saliab The Rovei rnnent 
•Jioolcl fri*<* *hr*m .ind leinslait* 
them." Tlu’ (lolden Temple head 
priest was "not ready" to Kive his 
reaction .ib<»ui the aiipoiiitmerit of 
the fomier Madhva Pradesh chief 
mimstci.Mi Ariun SitiMb, ac the new 
Punjab (lovernoc He quipped. "It is 
0 political matter and we have no 
role in pnimes," 


Another .Sikh high pnesr. (iuni 
Pntam Sinjih.head prievi uf the Akal 
Takht. evidently lackm^ clear uiidei 
standinR of the complex Furtjab 
problem and Akali pnlnicv suk* 
l*esied.*%Ve all (the five high priests) 
have the same opmion. So if you have 
abeadv talked lo jathedar Kirp.il 
Smith and Gnmi Sahib Singh, then 
you are at liberty lo endorse their 
views on my behalf too. But 1 will like 
to add one thine, li is the duty of 
every Sikh lo pray t<» Wahe Cuiu for 
the rest oral 100 ol amny and giKidwill 
in Punjab " 

II the high priests do not want 10 lx* 
vocal III diM.ussiri|t the pnliiicul siiu.i 
tion in Punjab, .Sikh intelleclicib say 
the fault does not ilc with them 
First, they should cimfiiiv ihemselvcc 
to the reliMious mailers of ihv Sikhc 
and secundly. the Sikh inielleciuals 
fc*el that the high privMs do riot 
jMissess the necesvary jhiIu real acu* 
men Said Dilbii Singh, u Sikb tntel 
iectual and meiniKr rd ihe chief 
Klialsj Diwan. “lart the cleigy no I 
meddle with poliiicc. Wc* have 
already suffered in the use of fun 
dameniab^m advc«cj(ed Uy Bhmdran 
walv We do not want another 
Khomeini of Sikht " Dilbir SiiikIi, 
who maintains a fine rapjMirt lioih 
With the Akalis as well as the govern 
menl (he i.s a |>ersoj>al friend of 
Prasidaiti Ciam P.ail Singh 11 » nt the 
view ihai ihe KnvernnieiU's gesture 
of releasing Sani l/ongowal. was an 
appropriate one. He $ays. "1 he Sikhs 
who had been fevlmjt Icaderkss lor 
quite xome lime have a feidmg /uiw 
I ha I they have a loader, laiiigow.il is 
the ackiiowledgod leader ol Ihi* 
Sikhs today " 

On the uther hand, the orcsidcnt ol 
ihe Punjab unh of (he llhaiaiiya 
Janata Parry iBJI k Dr Baldev Pr.i 
ka<h, IS not al all hopeful that ii<ir 
malcv will ever be le&iored ir> Pun¬ 
jab He asks. "Who will accepi then 
dt'mands which go on increasing t v- 
t*ry day ^ The goal of the A kalis is 
Khali si an and hence (hey will never 
be satisfied even if vnii give C'hundi* 
garh It) Punjab and accept (he other 
economic demands. With Talwandi 
having now started openly demon* 
ding status of a Sikli siaie, wc are 
certainly beading for bad dayii in 
Punjab." Si.r>is op Shyam Sunder 
Bbatjj. an RbS activist and the youn¬ 
ger brother ol Rdghitnandan l.al Rha* 
(la. president of Punjab PCC( 1)." Ra* 
jtv Gandhi should give a unilateul 
decisiun on Punjab whether that is 
accepiable 10 ihc Akalis or noi." 
Smyaev ter. 
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The Sikh has begun 
to wonder whether 

he c an live in I ndia^ 

Sant Harchonci Singh LongoivaJ told Kuldip Nayar 

r hv .i fturudwdra near Sangnir, the pmd 9f Sent Herehend Singh 

luevident oi the Shirvnum Akah M and ’‘dictator” of the party's morcha. The Sam 
li^d iust hi-en teteased from Udaipur jail after nine months: he had been arrested during 
Opermion Bluenar by the army^ Great events had shaken the nation in these months: this 
wa» the first oppi*riunity the Sant had of reactii^ to them. The very first programme on his 
schedule after his release was a series of meetings ar gurudwaras interspersed with visits 
to the homes of those killed in the A kali agitation and Operation Bluestar. The Sant met 
Kuldip Nayar a/r«r u/re such gurudwara metting^nd spoke out frankly in an iiiterviaw 
wAic/i IS bound to cause major ripples^ 


. It is said that tn May, e few days 
before Operation Bluestar, Gur 
char an Tohra. (fte SGFC 

chief, hud agreed to a formula to 
intcgiate Chandigarh with Punjab tn heu of 
Abfihar with Haryana and refer Fazilka tn e 
tcrniorial cummi>ston. How far is this true^ 

A This IS n»( due. 

Q: sue A a foimula ever placed before 

you * 

A No. I den't know anyihin^ about it. 

Q. H'rf« rA«*rc* any tot mule wfifcA wouid 
suggest that the governmenr wanted to come 
to ,in agreement before Operaiion 0/ues(ar ? 

A: Really speaking, whenever th^ a;over*i* 
ment wanted to have negotiations, we al> 
ways welcirtncd it. Sul after every meeting 
we became more convinced chat 'Iw govern¬ 
ment only wanted to serve its own ends and 
would sacrifice the interests of the people. It 
was then lhai we resolved that it was no use 
talking to them. Later the opposition parties 
forced us to resume the dialogue. My party 
was not really fur it, hut I forced it to 
respond Nothing came out of those meet* 
ings Then there were four other meetings 
which were secret. They too were of no use. 
We finally came to (he conclusion that Che 
government wanted only to shame us, 
embarrass us. 

Q: It us* there any new proposal at these 
meetings’’ 

A; No, It was the same old $t^. (Surjii 
Single Barnala. w’ho had participated in 
these meetings and was present during the 
interview, interceded: “There was nothing 
new eacepr that Chandigarh be divided”,) It 
meant humiliating us after inviting us to the 
talks Then there was a meeting on 34 
Februaiy, The opposition, forced us to aiiend 
the meeting. 1 agreed because we did not 


want the people to get the impression that 
the government wanted to settle the prob¬ 
lem but the Akalis did not. The meeting 
started on 14 February; the government, the 
opposition and we participated in it. 

While this meeting ^as taking place, Bha- 
jan LaU wiih his force, was dragging Sikhs 
from vehicles and killing them—at Kemal 
and Panipai and other places, they burnt the 
gurudwaras. The Akali Dal representatives 
said to themselves that this was a govern, 
ment which humiliated the Sikhs. They left 
everything and came back.^ 

Q: Do you at times feel that the opposition 
let you down? 

A: As far as we are concerned we hove 
always supported the opposition; for exam* 
pie, while challenging the Emergency. What* 
ever has happened to u$ is only the (Con¬ 
gress) government's revenge for our support 
to the opposition. We took a stand and 
fought bravely. We threw out on authoHta* 
rian government and established democratic 
rule, Mrs Gandhi wanted to take revenge on 
the Sikhs and make them lower their heads 
(for the Akaii role during the Emergency). 

Q: Why do you think Mrs Gandhi turned 
against the Sikhs, with whom she had the 
best of relations at one time? 

A: A ruler like her loves her interests 
more (ban those of the people. Mrs Gandhi 
wasm love with her own interests: I. my sons 
and my grandsons should rule, this sort of 
artinide. 

Q: There have been reports that some 
people met you in jail (after Opera rfon 
Bluestar I to pursue the talks for a settle^ 
ment. Are these correct? 

A: Newspapers reponed chat Mrs Gandhi 
met me, that Rajiv Gandhi met ,me. This is 
not true. No one met me. 




CX)V|;RSTOKV 


I Q: Sot even Mr Subramaniam. adxiMT to 
the Punjab Governor? 

A: Yes, Subj-atnan^am met me. lie asked 
me how the Punjab tsswe could be seiiJcd 
Q: Do you rementher the date? 

A: No. after staying alone in iai). one’s 
memory becomes faultv I asked him 
whether he had come to find a solution oi to 
further humiliate me. 1 told him that there • 
should first be a jutitcial imiuiry to punish 
those who killed the Sikhs in Delhi.’Kanpur 
and the rest of India and the victims .should 
be rehabiliated 1 said, release all the Sikhs, 
whether they are Akali workers or others, 
students or soldiers who STartt*d Afiog to 
wards Amritsar cu express their an^or 
against Operation Bluestar. also treat those 
ithe Sikhs) who hijacked the planes on a par 
with those (other hijackers) who have lieen 
rewarded with seats m Parliamviii and 
Assemblies. Also abolish special courts, 
withdraw the army from Punjab Only after 
that come and ask mv 
Q: Did any/Kidt else meet .wo ort behitil ttl 
thv government? 

A: Butu Singh come <mcv He entvrvd mv 
room when 1 was reading ihe scnjnure*. Hi* 
went on saving something. I tuid him Sar 
darji. go to the AkalTakbt. The /noirh comes 
first (Riita Singh has been excommunicated 
by the five high priests and has been asked 
to explain hi^ conduct before the Akal 
Takhi). 

H<'*v were .vou neared in .rai/^ 

A: For the first three monihs, they did not [ 
allow u.v any contact whatsoever with the | 
outside world. Then ntter Ram Jechmulani i 
pleaded at the Supreme Cuurt. I stuited 
getting The Tribune but it was always 10 ; 
days old I 

Q: Were you g'veii a radio ^ 

A: No, not even for a day during the nine | 
months of detention. Mv people brought I 

radio and T'' sets. But the guvernmeni did | 
not allow them in. I 

Q; Hiert when did you hear about Afrs | 
Cendbi's avansinaiwn^ ! 

A. 1 was never told. 1 overhcsird two • 

policemen talking and felt that it was about 
something giave that had happened in the i 
country. When 1 asked them what had haj^ | 
pened, they said they did not know anything. ! 
Subsequently, the jail superirKeodeni told 
me, and that coo in a very low tone as if he 
did not want anyone to know that he had 
told me. He was the une who said that Mr^ 
Gandhi had been murdered. 

Q: What was your /eeiing when you heard 
about it? 

A; It was the same feeling as a person in 
jail should have 

Q: What do you think is its po/ifiia/ 
impact. To be more specific, has this assas- 
siiiatiun stalled the setilemeui? 

A; The problem has got very tangled. ’The 
Sikh has begun to wonder after the as.sa.^ 
sination—and even before ic>"whether he 
can live in India and what his future will be. 

Q: You must have at least felt fur a 
pe^nality tike Mrs Gandhi who had been 
eliminated by murder 
A; In India, everyday there is a mui Jer of 




SanI I .onfowal m IMhI airpaMS (««Ms was Ki \mrhsar aAvr hk rfica w 


an honest man. Looking at all of this, one 
leels that such ihmgv should not happen I 
do not want it to happen 1 dn not want to 
single out any person. Taking into lonstdei a 
lion the happenings in India, pariicularly 
murders, the Sikhs and all other people feel 
that such things are not in the interest of the 
councry. 

Q: Didn't you say m o.’ic of yotu speeches 
that Operatum Bfuestar was rancamounr to 
the murdicr of the Akal Takht, no tes.s 
s/gni/jcanr chair Mrs Gandhr*s a.fwvsinarion? 

A* What I said was ihai those who say that 
Mrs (jandhi's assassination was like the 
felling of a big tree should realise that (ho 
destruction of the Akal Takht, which all 
Sikhs hold sacred and worship, was like the , 
foiling of a hig tree for the Sikhs and if. after 
hearing about it. they srarteO this journey 
towards Amritsar, it was only natural. 

Q: If the Akali Party does not condemn the 
killing of Mrs CandAr in the strongest terms, 
don i you think that it will encourage sume 


, Every Sikh asks 
himself whether 
he has any place 
I in this country. 
He nourishes 
anger, he 
wonders what 
status he enjoys 
and how he can 
I reoain respect. 
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Newspapers 
reported that Mrs 
Gandhi met, that 
Rajiv Gandhi met 
me (in jail). This 
Is not true. No 
one met me. 


I Sikhs tir ihink that ihc of murdei is 

I fusiifinhlv und further, some mifiht attempt 
' lo kill mitn' pvoplv? 

A Tlie «*tkar of iriielTv i Mhflf i or revenge 
IN Hot pMKi Thitw who mdulut* in cruelty 
fuce MAul<ir 

^ Th.ir means thete should he no spirit of 
lewiiiie' 

I A 1 htfie IS HO spMii lit rewniu.' in the Sikh 
' reliKJon 

I III tli.it ivisr vou should hiiiv no hesiiM- 
I tioii in i.iuuU'itiiiiitf' Sirs {l.inJht'i assHvsin;/' 

' non 

A. Whv i»ii' wo l>oinit forivd to condemn 
(Mrs (^Midhi's *iss<4ssiniitMm) when none so 
j far h«iN I'ondeinnoil those whn destroyed the 
Akjl Takht jn<l n.irimundir Sahib,'killed 
' the muoceiiT. hurni children alive, raped 
I women an<i dvstruved hearths and homes. 

I Why IS (here this emphasis <»n our conde* 


I 


I 



Sunt l.4muownl irhthti uiili hisliiHiMkrrN 


Buta Srngh once 
came (to meet 
me In jail). He 
entered my room 
when (was 
reading the 
scriptures. He 
went on saying 
something. I told 
him: Sardarji, 
go to the Akal 
Takht. The panth 
comes first.' 


mnini* Mis OandbiS murdvi’ 

(> C'<ii/yd you tell me what happened to 
you on 5 June ot dunng Operation Bluestar? 
Sid livloie you do that, let me check with 
1 * 10 / »omt*rh/n4! which ha* been said repe~ 
jtediv. The dav belore Operation Bluestar, 
did BhiiidrjuH-ate's men come to you and say 
that you mu*t announce the birth of Khalis- 
tan and did you say ‘no' to that? 

A* The truth is that iwo persons I did nor 
know, went rn Sant Bhlndranwale and asked 
hini lo announce the birth uf Khaliatan 
thniij^ the transmiiier they said he posses¬ 
sed He said he would nut announce thai. 
adding that his policy was the same as ihac 
of the Akali Dal He said 'If you want this to 
be done itu to the Akali Dal chief. He is the 
only one who can do it. If he does it. 1 shall 
disc do so.* i^arer (hose persons came lo us 
«irid asked us to announce the birth of 
Khahsian. They lold us they had been to 
Sant Bhiiidranwale. W'e asked them what 
they had udd the Sani. They said that if Sant 
LnnRowdI were to announce it, he would 
support It. 


Q: Huts' true is the story of CumraJf* .Vujjtt 
it he CW M piilitbum member} that Bhin 
dean wale had asked you to annoum e on the 
transmitter, the establishment of Khalistan? 

A: Harkishen Singh Surjit was mukiiin two 
attacks with rhe .sam<r swnrd. On (he one 
hand he wiuild call him rBhindninwale) a 
traitor and on rhe uihor hHiid he would 
praise him I can say wuh .milioriTv ihar 
Bhindranwale had no link' with Pakistan, 
nor wiih the ClA. My argumeni is that if he 
had cunneclrnns wiih the ClA oi I’ukt.stan— 
and (his wat^ jneaiit lo make him fishl 
against the Indian tiovernmeui—hv iSui.tit 
Singh > would not have scpur.iKrd me fr.»m 
Uhindranw«ile« he would hav* kr|ii us 
logethei. The ital ihingis ihaT I he RAW was 
workmg (here, ihi* Kovernmeui oi India hud 
planieil some ps*m|jU': ifiev w« ii’ nviihcr 
HhindtaoHide's men uoi ours 

Q Can you givr thr ol err nr s? 

A On I .lane we lomiil.uned tu ihe 
(aivernor ulwmt (he hnng ol ihe (lulden 
Temple He sjid he h,ui 'in liuud m it and 
that wh.itveer liupr>cneu, wus ,ii (ho cen¬ 
tre’s instance We told him th.it he wus 
responsible tor Puiuab .tfioi which he did 
make efforts—he cimiui ied the local deputy 
cumimssiuncr, Nuix'rin ten deni ol police, in' 
speiror general and deputv inspectoi gvnei 
al of police and mliirmed us that the firing 
hud iM’en stoppl'd We lold him iliat ihv 
firing was cuniirujiiig. he said it was from 
inside. I told him u was mv responsihilily if 
It were so ,mhI that no firing was lakiiig place 
from iiiside, all the firing was from oiuside 
After several hours hr* w.is able to huve the 
firing stopped On 2 June ihe Sikhs found 
Harimandii Sahib pocknt.nked bv huDeis. ii 
had been hit hv .^l> bullets fired Irotn three 
sides and this inluruted cverv Sikli. On the 
evening of 2 June Mrs Oaiulhi made the 
^laiemenl over All India Ra<lio. on I June 
the entire Punjab was sealed off Till then m> 
one. neither the funiub govern me lU noi the 
mititary. had tuld us lliat they wauted to 
arrest anyone: they did noi say that if they 
were nut allowed to make arrests, they 
would fire. The guvcinmeiit did noi say il 
wanted (o arrest Sant Jarnail Singh Bhin- 
tlranwale It never said that. On 4 June at 
four or five in the morning rhe first bomh 
fell on the Akal Takht. a big bomb. After 
that there was continuous firing with 
machine-guns, siecoguns. The firing wus so 
heavy for three houis that nobodv could 
hear anything Al) the people sinyed where 
they were. Many of them had come fiom 
outside as that was the day ol Curu Vuroh of 
Guru Arjun Sahib. The firing continued on 
the 4lh all day long. There was firing on 4 
and S June at iiighi; there was heavy firing. 
In the evening I went to Samund •: iHal!; 
there were about !iOO people, the satyafirahis 
who had come for the morcha. After getting 
them together, 1 went ru Tohra's roum. He 
(old me'that he was then about to cume io 
my room. There were seven or eight other 
Sikhs. The sun xei at that time. Tohia sahib 
said his prayers. Then their w'as such heavy 
firing that no one could move out. On the 
fifth there was no water, m fuud, the tank 
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had been destroyed, no one could go out to 
fetch anything because there was con- 
tinuous firing. I think that by S June night, 
by 10 pm» the army had occupied the entire 
area, tanks were stationed on the middle 
road, they were continuously firing on the 
Samundari Hall, Guru Nanak Niwas. Gum 
Ram Das Sarai, thdh they went to the 
Parikrama and by about 3 pm occupied Guru 
Ram Das Sarai. 

Q: When did they arrest you? 

A: The same day on the 6ih morning. Later 
they arrested all the volunteers in Samun< 
dari Hall. After doing that they cane near 
our room and threw the first bomb. They 
said *You are under arrest and. therefore, 
offer yourself for arrest.' 

Q: Did anyone of Bhindranwaie's men tell 
you at that time not to offer yourseif for 
arrest, otherwjse they would kill you? 

A: This is not true, no one told us anything 
like that. In fact. Harminder Singh Sandhu, 

I Mehta and Manjit Singh—Sant Bhindran* 
wale’s men—were sitting with our men till 
the evening. If they had wanted ro harm u$ 
they could have done it at any rime. Really 
speaking, this was (he rumour spread by the 
RAW; the government wanted to kill us and 
attribute the killings to them. This proiS' 
aganda has been done by the government. 
Tohra Sahib, I atid others told the army chat 
we were prepared for the arrest or to face 
their bullets, and to do whatever they 
wanted to do. 

Then they took us to the "executive's” 
room—in the process rwu uf our Sikh col' 
leagues were hit by bullets—and posted 
gourds urmvd with mechine*guns. This ere* 
aied an uglv situation. The volunteers, in* 
eluding the women of the jetha, stood be* 
tween u& ond the drmymcn, thinking that we 
were facing a firing squad It almost came to 
a fight. We intervened and told them (o 
ullow us to o.’fei ourselves far arrest. We 
said: if th**y want to kill, let it be; everyone 
has to die After killing us, they will kill you 
Now you should not do anything.' They were 
pacified. After 15 minutes, the leaders of the 
troops said that the buses had cume and al' 
the Sikh jathas would be taken out. Tohra 
Sahih, I and seven or eight others were 
confined to the room. We were not allowed 
to go out, nor was anybody allowed to meet 
u$. At that time at least 600 people were 
there. After half an hour, the troops gave a 
'*fauji sign” that they would throw a bomb. 
One military man among us told us to lie 
down because they would be opening fire. 
He himself lay down but others watched the 
fight They opened fire and began to throw 
bombs. Some people were killed by bullets 
and some by bombs. Some were arrested and 
shat while under anest. And subsequently, 
it was given out that the boys of the Sikh 
Studenis Federation had thrown the bombs 
from outside but those boys were sitting 
with us. We did not know the details because 
we were away from the place of the incident 
and there was a lot of noise. Then at 11 pm 
them was a big noise; some people came 
running to us. We also shouted and told a 
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be ashamed of himself: if they wanted \v kill 
us, we were all ready: but was the jrmv 
means to kill the public, the people of then* 
own country? We said. “You are commit i ing 
a crime by killing the people after arroiutg 
ihera.” This had its effect; the firing sroi>* 
ped Down below in the basement, nmnv 
bhuryas stay, 2.000 to 3.000 uf them; thev cut 
at the langar (free kitchen i and spend ilu* 
night there. Because of the emergency tiiev 
stayed there. They loo were shut. Tiiev wen* 
nut A kalis, Sikhs or ektremisii.; ihev wcic 
either beggars, labourers or rickshaw pul' 
lers. We asked the troops why thi'v wen* 
killed: they said that they had to i'ompU*ri* 
their quota. In ihe evening at five, we wcu* 
taken to a bungalow at the troops* headquui 
ters and guards were posted there. We wer^< 
warned not to stir out because iheir iiiMruc 
(ions were to kill anyone who came* oui. WV 
stayed in the room This was on b .lunu; we 


When have the 
Sikhs done 
anything against 
the country? 
Since they have 
never done it, 
the question (of 
pacifying them) 
does not arise. I 
can only say that 
Ihe Sikhs are 
angry... 


I 



were kept there aliui the next day. the 
seventh. On 8 June, we were (old ih.H Me 
vrould be taken to jail. We asked them 
where: they said (hey could not sav 1'hcy 
took Tohra Sahib to Jodhpur and I was ukerj 
to Udaipur. ) 

Q: Was it in a special ptane? 

A: Yes, it was. ' 

V' During those three days, from iht' frd 
till you /eft, did you meet Bhindia/malc? 
A: None of us met Bhindranwale: there was 
conCiouous firing all around. If anyone Mit 
red out. he was killed there and then. 

Q . Daring the intenoew you men turned 
that no one told you that the aurhon'ries 
wairred to a/rvst unyuite. ikipyt/ytr r/ie go\- 
emmetir had asked you to he/p if in an est , 
ing Bhindranwa/e. wcuid you have done tt^ , 
A: We would have thought what should W 
done in our interest. Perhaps we would ' 
have offered ourselves for martyrdom, 
while remaining peaceful 
9' Suppose the govemmenr had asked for 
Bhifldranwife’s arrest.’ 


A ruler like Mrs 
Gandhi loves her 
interests more 
than those of the 
people. Mrs 
Gandhi was In 
'ove with her 
own Interests: I, 
my sons and my 
grandsons 
should rule; this 
sort of attitude. 
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Why are we 
being forced to 
condemn Mrs 
' Gandhi's 
' assassination 
when none so far 
has condemned 
those who 
destroyed (he 
Akal Takht and 
j the Harlmandi r 
I Sahib, killed the 
Innocent, burnt 
children alive, 
raped women 
and destroyed 
hearths and 
homes? Why is 
there this 
emphasis on our 
condemning Mrs 
Gandhi's 
murder? 


A. This Wits for Sint Bhindrsnwale to 
decide, 

Q: Was there any ivntact between ynu and • 
Bhintiranwale in the weeks before the ac- • 
tioit^ j 

A Our reiatjonshipwa^ such that tee spoke ! 

; very JUlJe. 

I i} h I"- said that t*r>4J two Here Aor on 
\ 'i/H ikinfi terms /v ih.ir trite? 

A Fur SIX munihs, there was no conversa [ 
' Tion bviwecn us Sant BhindranwaJe did not 
I siH'Cik cn me fur sih months. 1 6o not know 
I why Someone roJd him something and he 
I imik u vow IKK lo <pe«ik to me. though he 
would follow ihe programme ol the Akali ^ 
[>al. This IS sammon among us village folk, 
wv taki' a vow not to speak (o someone 

I sent people lo ini|uire whai our quarrel 
Hits iilMiui; wc were both fighting for the 
I ighis of the Sikhs, the rights of Punjab and. ' 
; hence, thete could W no differences be* ! 
iwoen us Hv said hv was helpless because | 
he had rakvn a vow not to speak io me. 

I Q. H'hy did he take the vow? ^ 

I A: Someone had poisoned his ears. ' 

I Q: Has it not surprised you that there were I 
so many weaptms rn the Akaf Takht and 
those there could keep on firing for such a 
hng time? 

A' Our belief is that »o many arms could 
not have come into the place, there were i 
three barriers, one at rhe gate, one at ' 
Jalianwuia Bagh and one before that; ihere > 
were also other checks. Hrery persun was ' 
searched, whether man or woman, so also all 
suitcases, luggage and all vehicles-^his con* 
linued for one year. Why could not the 
government catch even one pilgrim with 
weapon<? if the government cuuld not catch 
anyone, how can wc say that (he weapons 
were found within the premises of the Tern* 
ple^ In reality, to malign u$ and to create 
hatred towards our religion. i( was the 
government which brought m army weapons 
III trucks and dumped them in the gurud- 
wara. 

Q: But tbv fact remains that there was 
heavy firing from the Akat Takht and many , 
soldiers were kiUed. \ 



A: I can vouch for those who died in front 
of me. They did not hive any weapons: they 
would have offered themselves for arrest 
peacefully. 

Q' / am talking of the Akal Takht aide 
where yea were not preaenr. 

A: Even on that side those who vrere killed 
were innocent; they had come on pilgrimage 
and were stuck, 

Q: True, some were pilgrims but there 
were others, and had they net fortified the 
Takht and did they not fight from bunkers? 

A: If the government had nor removed 
dead bodies after the shooting we could 
have said that these dead bodies were from 
the Akal Takht. 

Q- At least 400 soldiers were killed. 

A When there is so much tiring, who 
knows whose bullets killed whom? 

p; Do vou think that arms should be kept 
in garudwaras? 

A; Yes, there should be arms in gurudwar* 
as: we worship them. We do it at the Akal 
Takht. Kesargarh Sahib, and even in gurud* 
waras In England this h done. 

Q: Jam not rallcjng about rhe kirpan oj* rhe 
sword; t am talking of weapons like stem 
guns. 

A: In the old days there were swords: now 
times have changed; (he weapons have been 
improved. There is nothing wrong in posses* 
sing arms, only misusing them is bad. 

Q: But once arms are a flowed to be kept in 
gurduwaras, don't you think that they 
should be allowed to be kept in temples and 
mosques as well? 

A We received independence in 1947. 
Why was there no ban on weapons being 
kepi in gurudwaras till 1982*83? This drama 
has been staged by the government. The 
people even then had weapons, they had to 
worship them, (he Sikhs used to worship 
them: they carried five weapons at a time, 
revolvers, guns etc.; some even carried one 
and a quarter maunds of iron. 

Q' Purely these are irrelevant when you 
know the type of arms recovered from the 
Golden Temple and the quantity. 

A: Sant Bhindranwale and his escorts used 
to travel in buses; and they would carry 
licensed arms. With the same weapons he 
went to Delhi where he held prayers; many 
people came to pay their respects. At one 
Bhog ceremony probably Giani Zail Singh 
alao did. though I do not know it for sure and 
Bute Singh came secretly. The Sant took the 
same weapons and other things to several 
pans of India. Why were they not called 
'illegal' (hen. and why are they called 'illeg* 
aT Dow^ 

Q. And what w«>u/d happen if the govern¬ 
ment were to pa.ss a law banning weapons 
from aJi icHgtous places. wAetAer (Ae gurad- 
wara, mosque or tempJe? 

A: It is a question for the nation <(o 
decide). The Sikh does not tolerate any 
restriciion on weapons. True, the licence 
holder will go with a licence; if he violates 
the rule, he will be arrested. In fact, the 
l^emment should give arms to everyone in 
^njab. especially thovc living near the 
border, so that they are strong and if need 
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b€, they couM defend themselves against 
Pakistan. 

Q: WhBt in your view U the most impor- 
tent question before the Sikhs today.* 

. 4 ; How to regain self-respect. 

Q: What are the government's decisions 
which can help the Sikhs regain their seif- 
respect? 

A: Atonement should be made for whet 
hes been done against the Sikhsi for killing 
(hem the government should show repent¬ 
ance by punishing those guilty of that; (he i 
special courts should he abolished, the anti- 
terrorist act should be withdrawn; all (he 
young men detained should b« released— 
including hijackers and deserters. Thereaf¬ 
ter. the Sikhs will decide how they can 
protect (heir honour. He will then list the 
steps to be taken and point out to the 
government what is left to be rectified. 

Q: One is hoiding an inquiry, the other is 
reieasmg the youth under dere/trio/^wAat 
about those against whom there are charges 
of violence? 

A: You know huw the go\dmro«nt con- I 
coc(s.ca$e<» they du (his the same way as the I 
BririsL u^d to. j 

Q; You are comparing these cases vnth \ 
those of BhoJa Pandey and other similar 
cases. But these hijackers are secessionists. 

A: They expressed tbeir protest to get 
justice. 

Q' Is hijacking justifiable and a pert of 
the Akali agitation to press its demands? | 

A: In one's own house if you are not happy 
about something you are justified in protest¬ 
ing peacefully. 

Q: Will you send lawyers to Pakistan to 
defend the hijackers there? 

A: I have been inside jail for nine months 
and after my release I have been touring 
villages^.Thu questido will be considered at 
the Akhll Hal's maebng in Amritsar. It is 


customary in this world that if a family 
member commits a mistake, the entire fami¬ 
ly says that the child is 'innocent*. To ^ve a 
child's innocence, the family does all it can. 
And when the child is proved innocent, he 
has to be released. 

Q. in that case, you think that there should 
be no action taken against deserters? 

A: No, there should be no case against 
them. They only expressed their proiesi and 
if they wanted they could have revolted and 
done a lot of dama^. But all that they did 
was to start for Harimandir Sahib. The army 
administers an oath on the basis of religion 
or the Guru that ha would be loyal to the 
C0U11U7. If he takes the oath on the basis of 
religion, how can he then tolerate any viola¬ 
tion of his religion? 

Q: How can you then main rain discipline 
in the army? 

A: This is the responsibility of the govern¬ 
ment. It should maintain the country's disci¬ 
pline. give protection to the minorities and 
not create such feelings. The responsibility 
is (hat of the government. 

Q: Suppose there is a judicial inquiry and 
all Sikhs are nleesed, wilt that create the 
proper climate for bringing about peace in 
Punjab? 

A: That climate can be noticed; there can 
be efforts to create that climate. 

Q: And when that climate is created? 

A; Then the problem of Punjab can be 
pondered over. 

Q: How do you feel now that you have 
been re/eased from ^aiJ? 

A: We have felt after coming out (hat this 
country* for which we have made so tnany 
sacrifices, is like the German government 
which ousted the Jews. It is maligning us in a 
similar way to lum us out of the country*. 
This is our worry. 

Q: Heye you come to feel that the Sikhs 
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stoking the fires of communiii&m. Theyh^vo 
iaunched a propaganda against India. What 
do you think of them^ 

A; If you were to look into Che record of 
ih« lest seven yeers. you would find who wes 
behind him, who encouraged him. Please 
inquire into this. History will show who 
made him raise the slogan and who made 
him do all this I do not want to say anything 
but study the record of the Congress for the 
past seven years. 

Q: On you propose to rake some steps 
whu’h will remove rhe suspicions of the 
Hindus? 

A; We are already doing >1. In India 
thousands of Sikhs were looted and killed; 
wjs ihere any retaliation in Punjab? The 
Congress wants to finish the Sikhs; so they 
(Sikh^' wage a war agamst the Congress. 
TTie Sikhs have no quarrel with the Hindus 
or Muslims or Christians: our fight is against 
the person who siis on the throne of Delhi, 
who IS trying to finish us. 

Q: Your quitrtti was sgainsi Mrs Candhi. 
nor Rjjiv <!jndhi I am sure Mrs Candfu 
would flo( have releastd yvu because such 
Steps were contraty to her scheme of things. 

A; Mrs Oandhi acted from behind the 
curtains; he (Rajiv Gandhi) publicly killed 
thousands of Sikhs soon after sitting on the 
throne. It was done at his instance. He has 
gone farther than his mother in killing and 
lerrorlsing Sikhs. Therefore, every Sikh has 
beet) forced to be against him. 

Q: Don't you think that be shopped the 
riuti quickly because they vouJd have 
cont/iiuetf for another two weeks? Kajiv 
<«an^hi's eap/anatjon is that he acred soon 
after he brought Mrs Gandhi's body home. 

A: According to our source, this thing was 
to take place at that time. It was nut Mrs 
Gandhi’s assassination (which resulted in 
the nots). This thing was to take place two 
days later. Therefore, the same types of 
weapons, firearms and gunpowder were dis* 
trihiiif^d all over the country. Otherwise, 
how da you explain that the noting was 
Nimilar all over? This was pre planned and it 
wa^ bound to happen I 

Q: kou mean to say that Mrs 6'axidh/ had : 
fiHtnulaied the plan. 

A' Her actions showed that, She defamed 
them (the Sikhs) as extremists and seces* 
sionists and said they would disintegrate the 
country, while the fact is that they have not 
been able to prove anything against them. 

Q' Does the Akali party see any quahrarive 
difference between Mr.« Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandht and does it consider the 'flense of 
leJdiTS as a gesture towards bringing about 
a vofutiun in Punjab? 

Mrs Gandhi accepted the Anandpur : 
Sahib Resolution while he (Rajiv) says that ! 
he will not talk about it and he has maligned 
u^ throughout the country in the name of the 
Anandpur Sahib Resolution. There is a lot of | 
ditfeience. When we told her that the resolu* 
tion did not envisage separatism, she told 
ihe Hindu leaders at Jalandhar that the 
Akalis had said that there was nothing in the 
resolution to suggest separatism. What has 
been said in the Anandpur Sahib Resolution 

auwa*T IT eee^ ^ ins 
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c.jnnor hve m this country as equai attxens^ 
A. Kvery Sikh asks himself whether he has 
Hnv place ni this country. He ni>urishe> 
Hhger; he wonders whai status he enjoys «ind 
how he c;in re^in respeci. Whi*n he is 
rebuffed, that will be a dangerous time for 
the country All will suffer; the country mav 
lie destroyed 

Q' The mjin point in dx.spure is not rfie 
Anandpur Sahib re.wlution. it j» whether a 
community is a nation. 

A: The national flag has three colours and 
still II u one flag. The Sikhs are a separate 
nation, so are tlie Muslims and the Hindus 
The three nations have one fl^ for the 
country'. 1 am a Punjahi. but wben I go 
outside I am a Bharati (an Indian). 

Q: If the Sikhs are a separate nation, rhe/i 
doe« It mean that they ehouid have a i^pa 
rate country? 

At We do nut want a separate country; we 
don't want to separate ourselves from the 
cnuiitry The gnvernmenl has one throne, we 
nave tive thrones, the Gurus created five 
throne>'. We dv not want separatism. But if 
the gnvernnteiit were ii> torce us, (hen we 
would think and say. 'Lei's seiile the price.' 
Q: Persons hke Jagjit Singh Chauhan art 
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is their promise. He citcil the resulutson oo 
radio. TV and in newspapers to give a bad 
name to the Sikhs. There is a lot uf differ* 
ence between him and Mrs Gandhj. 

Q: Suppose the government were to order 
axi ing utry into the riots, reiease Sikhs in 
jaiis. give Chandigarh to Punjab and set up 
commissions ro consider other issues, then 
how would you react? 

A' Then we shal) considei whether ihe 
nation {Sikh^) is satisfied. 

0 Sut these are your demands and if the 
government were to uUimateiv announce 
the acceptance, then what ts the httch^ 
A: {Sarnala interjects; If that happens, 
then the matter is finished. Wv are nut 
fighting for the sake of fighting.) I^t them 
accept the Anandpur Sahib RuiM»lutii)n In 
fact they have created these recent otMa 
cles. If they were tu rumove them, there 
would be no problem. 

Q At one ftmc you told me that the 
Anandpur Sahib Kesu/ution was pnmart 
ly meant to dvline centre-state relations and 
you wanted it to be referred to a commn- 
sioti Since then the Sarkaria Commission 
has been app^unted. So is it your stand that 
the resolution be referred to the Sarkaria 
Commis/tioa? 

A; Our doubts haw now hecome a convic 
tion. Now wv arv convinced that the gitvern 
trcni rvnlly does not worn us. the Sikhv. to 
stay in the coumiy. 

Q Thill means that there won't ht* aii.v 
sohitiop tilt the government is t hangt'd 
A; Until the government changexit^ mind, 
there will l>e no solution 
Q: l.et me he char Do you mean to wiy 
rhiJt your detjuind on the Aoandpur Sohih 
Ke.vofutton tv not met even if it is refeitvd to 
the Sarkitna Commission? 

A: The Sarkaria Commission »n not re¬ 
levant. 

Q: Does it mean that what you said in thv 
past is no hngei retevanr? 

A: These things held good when ihes’ had 
not caught the Sikhs by the hair and thrown 
them down and when they had nor de 
molished the Akal Takht. They have now 
greatly dislurbvd (he Sikhs fktween the 
Sikhs and the government there is a heap of 
bodies. What has hapiwned is like a picture 
before us: it will be there as long cs the 
country is there. 

Q Would you be prepared to have an 
inquiry into whar happened in Punjab, frrm 
the time of Jagat jVaram's murder? 

A; This is now an old story. We continued 
to demand it for many years. There were 
questions in Parliament. Mrs Gandhi made 
several statements. That meant that she was 
guilty, not u< We demanded that she should 
hold an inquiry through her own agency. Sho 
did not, do it. She said that it was not 
necessary. In other words she did not want 
her guilt ro be known to the public. 

Does ft mean that you are against an 
inquiry info the happenings in i^nyab.' 

A; Now we have gone quite far from the 
Punjab inquiry. The government has gone 
further from that inquiry. That time is long. 


(Rarnalu inii‘rven(*d in say that ii would now 
hv an cKCii'isc in futility!. 

Q If therx' were (tesh elections in Ponjah 
wt>uld the Akats Dal partly if*fiu' tn d* 

A: The Akali Dal will sec how ihvy want lo 
hold the viectiuns. 

i) h there the i>ossiUdnv of a boycott* 

A; Because of the anger that Ihe Akali Uai 
and the ^ikh- have, one lanrioi vet say whai 
will ht* the out come 

9 Dfws (bar mcsin that the Akali Dal is 
becoming a« c’VfK'mi.sf av Bhiiidranwah'' 

A: The Akali (Xil has never taken any step 
which divuWs lliv people. The Dal has a I 
wavs krp' the people's unity ami India’s 
unity liefore it We have struggled while 
keeping these things in view The Sikhs are 
now so full ol anger against the governirvni 
(hat one d<ies nol ktiuw whal will he ihe 
outcome 

9-* t^ui vou cannot equate the louutry with 
the government 

A' Governments own the couniry. 

9' Hut governmenr.s carr Jm* thrown our 
The cwirntry is yours 

A* If the feeling is ihot it is our loonliy 
and we have our nghis. then I his can 
happen. 

9 * Is not that feeling there? 

A: No, this IS not the feeling h>day. not 
after all that has happ<*‘ned tu the Sikhs. It 
must be a very sad experience for tJiem; and 
you cog mu»l be wondering what is in their 
minds 

9: What do vou xhrok vou .-ihoutd do to 
pacify the ^khs? 

A: When have Ihe Sikhs done anything 
against the louniry? Since they have never 
done It. ihe uiher quesiion doe^ not arise. 1 
can only say ihat the Sikhs are angry and I 
du not know wtuii shape it will lake. The 
government goes on alienating the Sikhs. 

9* The goveromenr at least did one good 
thing to reteaite you. 

A: (SmiiesJ. 
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Punjab: The PM’s Maiden Visit 


R ajiv Gandhi had not chosen 23 
March exclusively for Punjab. 
First, he flew to Ahmedabad (he 
rial turn city of Cujarai. In (he 
afternoon, (he Prime Minister 
reached Hussainiwala on the Indo* 
Pak border in the Feruzepur di<« 
trict of Punjab The Prime Minister 
spent rhe evening addressing (he 
convocation of the Lucknuw um 
versity. Obviously, it was a tight 
schedule. 

Bui the Prime Minister's first 
visit to the troubled state of Punjab 
was a great disappointment for the 
people. Said a senior moderate 
Akah leader who did not wish to be 
named, “Kajiv Gandhi disillu* 
stoned Punjab on his first visit. 
Everyone had great expectations 
(hat he would make an important 
announcemetii. But he said no* 
thing" To be frank, even Akalis 
wore frustrated by the manner in 
which Rajiv Gandhi virtually skip¬ 
ped the polUical issue involve in 
the Punjab tangle in his Hussaini- 
wala speech. Even (he ruling party 
leaders in Punjab had been very 
opiimistic about (he Prime Minister 
taking a big step in the direction of 
restoring normalcy in Punjab dur* 
ing his first visit to (he state. Com* 
mented a seninr state Cungress(I> 
leader who would not like to be 
identified ff>r obvious reasons. "It 
appears chat Rajiv Gandhi is in no 
great hurry to vulve the Punjab 
tangle. He wants «i cake his own 
time. We all were hoping that he 
might anoMuncc an unilateral deci* 
Sion because a delay in resolving 
the Punjab prohleni can be more 
dangerous." 

H ussa in i wa la i.s the pi a ce where S4 
years ago three Indian martyrs— 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukh- 
dev—were cremated on ihe bonks 
of the river Ravi after their bodies 
were brought by the British from 
the Lahore juil where they were 
hanged in the early hours of the 
morning of 23 March. Every year on 
this date, a Shahidi MeU is orga¬ 
nised in The memory u( Bhagat 
Singh and his other revolutionary 
colleagues. Thus the Prime Minis- 
ler chi>s« 4 , good occasion to vislr 
Punjab. Rarlivr it was the new 
Punjab Governor Arjun Singh who 
was to lav the foundatiun stone of 
the memorial at the Sumudhis 
of Bhagat Singh. Rajguru and Sukh* 
dev. But (he programme vhungvd 
two days liefore the lunciion was tii 
rake place when Arjun Singh vi* 


sited the capital. The Prime Minis¬ 
ter and not (he Punjab Governor 
would lay rhe foundation stone at 
Hussainiwala 

It was the exceptionally tight 
security arrangeraenis at (he venue 
which dampened Ihe spirit of the 
people who had assembled at the 
Sh 9 hidi Mela Said an elderly man, 
‘‘The number o( people preNent at 
Rajiv Gandhi’s meeting this vear 
was far less than the crowd in ihe 
previous years. Not that Rajiv Can 
dhi is not jsopular but the fact is 
that the simple village folks of 
Punjab are not used to being 
frisked and made to face u metal 
detector. Hence, they did not come 
in large numbers ihu lime " 



WtiH* GaodM: krWf tpmh 


The venue of the public meeting 
at Husseiniwala looked more like a 
camp of (he security forces. Top 
official sources disclosed that near¬ 
ly 10,000 policemen were deployed 
at Hussainiwala ar the venue of the 
meeting. 

The Prime Minister was nearly 
two hours behind schedule when he 
arrived at Husseiniwala in a heli¬ 
copter. Clad in a spotless white 
kuria. Mr Gandhi was also wearing 
a bullet-proof jacket. Immediately 
after alighting fcom the helvcopter. 
the PM entered an Ambassador car 
and drove to the S 9 madhis of the 
three Indian martyrs. A Sikh was 
driving the Prime Minister's car. 
Kajiv Gandhi in his usual style sat 
with the driver on tbe from seat 
and kept waving at the cheering 
crowds, 


Other central leaders barriog 
only Arun Singh were trying to 
keep pace with the PM. Arun Stngh 
could be seen walking ahead after 
he got down from the car. The PM 
made a very brief speech. He spoke 
in Hindi fur 14 minutes. He began 
with a tribute to Bhaget Singh. Said 
he, "Bhagat Singh raised the voice 
on Indfa's freedom but he was not 
alone from Punjab." There were SO 
journalists who were covering the 
PM's first Punjab visit. The PM 
came close to discussing the Punjab 
tangle He said, "Today there are 
prublems in Punjab. There ere dif¬ 
ficulties. We want to remove them. 
The problems are both economic 
and piihikal but I will not dwell on 
the polUical pii blems of Punjab 
here ** Thet wu^ ii.e end of the PM'i 
speech Bemoaned an Associated 
Press (AP> correspondent who had 
come from Delhi to cover the PM’s 
visit. "The moment hesa id be would 
not discuss (he political problems. I 
realised there was no story for me. 
Imagine I hed come all the wey 
from Delhi in the hope that he 
would make some announcement." 

The latter part of Rajiv Gandhi's 
speech consisted of those routine 
type of "promises" which his 
mother also always used to make, 
An integrated railway coach fac¬ 
tory In Punjab, work on the Thein 
dem would be expedited and a 
aonal cultural centre to be set up in 
Punjab for the entire northern In¬ 
dia, In order 10 woo the Punjab 
farmers, the Prime Minister 
announced. "We are also thinking 
of giving you bonus on wheat." Of 
course, the Prime Minister’s re¬ 
mark received loud applause from 
the crowd. But then (he people 
present at the public meeting had 
assembled to hear Rajiv Gandhi 
speak on the Anandpur Sahib re¬ 
solution, the Akali demands includ¬ 
ing the return of Chandigarh to 
Punjab and of course, a judicial 
proW into the Delhi riors. He did 
not repeat not even touch the sub¬ 
jects. 

After 3S minutes. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi left Hussainlwala. Remarked 
BaJbir Singh, a fennei from Nanak* 
pure, a nearby Ferozepur village, 
who had come to attend Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's meeting “To be frank 1 had 
come 10 see the melt. I did not 
understand what he said, His 
speech was beyond my under¬ 
standing." 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Lost: In Delhi 
Found: In the USA 


Hussian diplomal igorGuela’sdofoclJon t<i liu; (^SA isafiDiHfni'cd jnoro duni a 
after he disapppored from Delhi 


S uch events normally «nd up 
in defection—specially when 
someone from the Soviet bloc 
is concerned. While the Delhi 
police was still busy refuting all 
defection theories and the Soviets 
making out a case uf abduction, Igor 
Gueja, third secretary in (he forma 
lion office of the USSR in New Delhi 
was happily in the United Siates, 
ending formahtiex to begin a new 
life. He had not been abducted; he 
was (he one that got away. One of the 
pleas raken by the police to discount 
the defection angle was that an 
announcement to that effect would 
not have taken such a long time in 
coming Sul Igor Curja's case, it 
seems, wan slightly special. 

The announcement of his surfacing 
in the United States and requeuing 
for political asylum, when it was 
made by the ministry of external 
affairs, was immediately drowned in 
a downpour of '‘no comments'* from 
all sides. The external affairs minis* 
try had said that the Soviet ambassa 
|dor in India V.N. Hykov had met the 
foreign secretary, Rnmesh Bhandari, 
on 23 March and told him that the 
Soviets had reason to believe that 
Cueja was already in the United 
iStates and had been granted political 
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asylum there The. Uniied Ninivs ' 
embassy in New Delhi however kept ] 
mum on the mure affair, vaying | 
nothing more thao **no comment " ! 
*rhe Soviet side cutilouiidetl matters , 
by giving i'lmiradictory statements I 
on the defection. When contacted by 
.St Nii.cY on 24 March, the day the 
defection was annouiKcd. Sergei the ' 
refused to give his full name) at the \ 


The Impor tan ce o f Igor Gueja 

W hat does Igor Gueja’s loss mtire i hiiii he ac toally made liuiiselt 
mean to the Soviet Uninn? out to be* Kven after being in the 
Apparently a lot, if diplomatic cir- loiiniry for uhoui five years Ins 
cles in New Delhi are to be be- name was not un the diplomat ic list, 
lieved. He was not simply a third What is more, despite his “hiw- 
secretary in the information de* down" .status in USSR's diplomaiic 
paremeni of the USSR: he was hierarchy in India, he was allowed 
much more. Western diplumutic an exc'epiional frc*edom of mov«*. 
sources say Igor Gueja was one of ment. Normally, the staff at the 
the men coordinating the work of USSR mis.sioii rcniuires prioi per 
all Ease Bloc establishments la In- mission to go out of the ofticial 
din and a man worth a lot of in. premi«M!k: most of (he timw iIm«v ro 
formation. The Soviets too, it out in groups, Bui Igor Gueja. it 
seems, had of late realised the seems, bad been moving around 
importance lor risks?) of keeping quite freely and alone. Apparently 
Gueja in Etelhi and were planning he had the high security cien.ance 
to sond him back (o Moscow suuii. which is given only to a select few 
There are several indications tn 
the effect that Igor Gueja was much MuraiMn rwuw. Mew MM 
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Soviet dfprtrtmeiii uf Miiormauun 
said ilitii anihiissador Rykov had not 
met ihe Indi.in fuieign secrelury on 
the mallet Laivr. in a telephonic 
coiiveisaiinn, Soviet ambassador 
Rykov hiniNcdl dixiined lu comment 
on I he iiMiivi 'Hiving, "Wi* are riui 
sup$>oscd to tell anything about our 
'neeling wiih the Indian exiernal 
.iff.dfs mmiMiy to the piess." Nuiih' 
vr was \\v piepaied to say any (lung 
about Cueja’s iep<iric<l defect ion. 
The external affairs iiiinisliv, 
nortt'ilu'lvss. caiegoruullv coni ii mud 
that the Sovu ‘1 anilnissadoi hud inui 
Kotnesh Bhandari and told Him of 
C hie la's defeelioii 

Indeed, rherv aie induatiniis rhui 
I he Soviets vainv to know of Gueja’s 
flighi to iht United States much 
Iwfiirc I he announccmeiii was made 
III New Delhi Perhaps rlie sirongesl 
poniier towards that was the ilepar 
tiire of Gueia's wife and 10 year-nld 
Jalighter to Moscow on Mart'll. 
Tliov lett bv (he evening Aeroflol 
ilight along with ihe Ixidv of the slain 
Soviet diploirk.it V.Klrii kheriko. On 
I wing asked whv she lull Ihe country, 
Seigei ai (he information depart 
ineiit said with a shrug, “What w(»u]d 
she have done- Iieie? We have an 
employment piogrumme in Moscow, 
she can finil heiself a iob iheiv.*' 

The announcement nl die defec> 
tioii nl Igor Gun,I lo the 1'lined 
States I'.inie exactls >oie we<>k after 
the diplom.it had been declaietl mis* 
Miig I’ht* missing r(*|H>ri w.is filed by 
the Inst si'crcurv of ihe Soviei 
embassy, (T (adkoskxyi lale in the 
evening ol 17 March The report was 
filed at the lughlaq Koad police 
station 12 hours after Oueja was last 
sc'en at the IakIi Gardens where he 
had gone for his moining stroll, as 
was his daily routine It described 
Gueja us u shghily built man with 
w'heatish complexion, wearing white 
shoris and a shi'f at the time of his 

disappearance 

The police immediately launched a 
massive hunt foi ihe missing dip|n- 
mm. The large posse of policemen 
vdiicb was present at the India Intyr* 
national Centre that evening (o un* 
sure the security of the Prime Minis- 
ler who was to attend a function 
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there, was Jiverted (u the sprawling 
Lcxii G«iril<*ns. The same evening the 
cahinei ci»mmiiiee on political 
•iffoirs discutserl the incident and 
declared it tn l>e a ''possible case of 
defemon.** Olliciuls nf the Soviet 
enibiissv were iighrlippod about any 
IKAsihiiitv of (Infection and insisted 
that the police comb the entire city 
to discover whether there had been 
iinv loulplav coiicerning Cueja. As a 
consequence, all exit p<onis ul the 
iity weri* hhxked oiid messages 
fliislicd to .(il p<»li(e siJfums jnd a 
M<»up ot Aigluiii n.iiionuls who were 
holding a (icm<»n'ii atton outside the 
India iniernKtmiial Ccnire were in* 
terrogoreci As nunv as a hundred 
riinsttihles weie |uil oil the Jt)l) uf 
ir.Kiiii; ihc (I'plom.it 

The txdu'r, however, diew a com¬ 
plete hl.iiik III like (ose .iiul till the 
iLiv due Ill's delvition wJS 
•miUHiiKctI, had tiuide no hePilwov in 
rhi ai.iMei 1he\ liatl. in t.icl. aheucly 
liis lediti-il tin' posMlnlitv of defec* 
ii{»u since (Wk'JiI luul nnl smfiicvd in 


any country even seven das's after he 
had disappeared. Said a senier police 
official a day before the announce* 
mem that Gueja had been granted 
palitical asylum in (he United 
States, "We have reached a deadend 
in the case. We have oo due about 
the diplomat’s disappearance." The 
dearest indication that the police 
had ruled out the possibility of defec¬ 
tum was that (hey had filed e case of 
abduction as late as 22 March, five 
days after the missing report had 
lieen filed. 

The circumstances of the dis¬ 
appearance of Cueia and the s«*qu- 
once of events that led to the diplu* 
mat's defection are intriguing. First 
the ciniimsiances under which he 
disappeared left several questions 
unanswered. How was Gueja in ibe 
hahii uf going fur daily jogs alone 
when Soviet embassy officials have 
'•tiici mctruitions not lo move out of 
ihe office alone? Gueja obviously 
had security clearance from the 
cmhaNsv, Huvr is it that the name of 
Gueja did not figure in (he diploma- 


lie list of the embassy even though he 
had been posted in India since 1979? 
Whv did the Soviet officials report 
Ihe diplomat’s disappearance hours 
after they had discovered it them* 
selves and why bad they hampered 
ihe progress of the investigation by 
entering the car driven by Cueja to 
the Lndi Gardens and removing all 
personal belongings and papers uf 
Cueja which were lying in the vehi¬ 
cle at that time? 

Soviet embassy officials divulged 
verv liiilv mformutiiin ahmrt Gueja 
and ihe nature uf his «<ssigrimenr in 
|i he country tool her iht Delhi [Hihce 
m the external affairs ministrv which 
Iwuuld have helped them ilcilde 
IwhetKi-r GiiejaN i au- emild be niu- nf 

C l possible delect ion. Since Gueia 
njoyed diplumatic status (hv 

t ^ert nm {iviniitied to search his 
emdence at 2' b.irakhjmha road. 
The wife of the dipli>inut. Natusha. 
[was questioned uy a puluewuinan 
put the questioning did ivx provide 
nhe ^toliee with jiiv leads. 

' Very little is known either rtbooi 


The Day of the Shoot-out 



I s then* a vniuictiioM between the 
liclection of Sovu-i diplo¬ 
mat. Igoi Giiei.i and ihe assassina* 
lion of Soviei official V Khit- 
/lehenko^ Kliitrichvnku wav shoi 
4lend in broad daviight onlv five 
day.s itflei he was declared mrssing 
and ai .1 Mnie when a massive hunt 
for him was in progress in (he 
capital. The official, a second en¬ 
gineer in ilic* cuiiiii'il of economic 
iiffnii'v ,0 ih»*S<>viei emb*is>y would 
seem like an iii>lskolv target for 
such an assjssinutiun He had come 
to India Olds lust war and was 
working as vfnmj engineer in a 
' Hindiisiaii Aoroiuiiiiics Limited 
I <liALl projiHi I in the MiG divi- 
j sion» Me had a fiieiidly disjKxsition, 
was fond of sports and interacted 
Itetdv wilh Indian officials in the 
{ embassy. Klul/iciienko lived In the 
lesuieciL'e.v uf tiie econumu' division 
^ ol tile eml>ussv witli his wife, Nina 
I Alescvnn. and bis 14-vear old son 

• j 

j f Minutes Iwture he was murdered. 
^ K1i I tru I look o. accompanied by hi$ 

[ wife, imd visited the Yashwani 
Kl a< t- hi u» ppi o g V c- III r«. sti u a ted 
cl<»sc' Id the embassy. The couple 
went to the shopping centre often 
nnd vv<-re well known to several 
shop owners. On ihe dav of the 
Cl ime (he couple visitcKl avliemistr 
shop in ihe market tu purchase 
fliuduiiivH for Khu<(ichenko and 


also ordered a leather coat at an 
aJ|4Mning shop According to 
onlookers at the shopping centre, 
the couple left (he shopping centre 
III (heir waiting Volga driven by 
Their driver K. C. George. There 
w;rs another embassy car in front 
and a Yesdi motorcycle followed 
the car as they drove towards the 
embassy. 

There are three eye-witnesses to 
the crime, including a young girl, 
all of whom have wished to remain 
unidentified. By all accounts, Khil* 
zichenko was gunned down with a 
7.65 mm Jenko German machine- 
gun by the pillion rider on the 
Yesdi motorcycle. The description 
of the unidentified assailants could 
either fit Indian or Afghan nation¬ 
als. The police are now checking 
lists of all Yesdi motorcycles in the 
capital and showing the eye¬ 
witnesses photographs of Af^an 
nationals settled in the capital who 
have had a notorious past. The 
police have nor ruled out the possi¬ 
bility of the crime being committed 
by Sikh terrorists and have 
announced a rod-alert in (he capita] 

to (race the assailants. 

The Soviets and officials of their 
embassy are obviously raitJed by 
the daring assassination of one of 
their men. lastniccinnt have been 
issued Co all embassy officials to 
minimise their movements and 


keep (he embassy informed about 
their whereabout<. The Yashwaiit 
Place shopping complvx, called a 
"Russian market." uiitially 
thronged with 'ihoppers from the 
embassy, bears a cieseried look. 
Securitv around the* c-mhassv wus 
immediately tightened and mom 
bers of the press rudely asked to 
contact the Delhi police ahuui de¬ 
tails uf the assassination. 

Minutes afler the shooKiul. 
Soviet otiicials from ibo cmlussy 
took charge of affairs. Thuy have 
not permitted the Delhi police to 
either question the deceased uffi- 
cial's wife Nina or driver George. 
The post mortem could not >>e con¬ 
ducted on the evening nf the crime 
because of the absence of a Soviet 
doctor. The post-mortem was con¬ 
ducted the following morning by d 
panel of doctors uf the Maulana 
Azad Medical Oil lege in the pre¬ 
sence of a Soviet medical expert. 
Hours later, a special Aeruflut 
flight look off from the capital for 
Moscow with the body of the assas¬ 
sinated official. The Delhi police 
and (he crime branch ngv> have to 
establish the connection between 
the sensational murder and the 
mysterious disappearance of two 
Soviet embassy officials from the 
capital in quick succession. 
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The Defection Which Embarrassed India 


O n 6 March 1967. a Russian 
woman walked into the Amer 
lean embassy in New Delhi and told 
the Marine that she was 

Stalin’s daughter and wanted to go 
to the USA. The guard took her to 
an American official who I<Hik«d at 
her passport and rushed to the 
Amcrii’:tn ambassadur. The matter 
was referred to Washington, Short¬ 
ly afterwards, the Russian woman 
was put on a plane to Switzerland, 
where the world’t press was waiting 
fur Svetlana Alliluyeva, Josef Sta- 
lin's favourite child. 

The defection was sensational 
Stalin's daughter was a big 'catch* 
for the Americans. There was an 
uprnar in the Hurliameni in New 
Delhi but for the Indians, there 
could iiol have Iwcri anything more 
itmbari assing, Toi the two months 
prior to SvetlanA defection vhe 
was the guest of Dinesh Singh who 
was minister of state in the ministry 
of CKtcrrial affairs Moreover. Indo. 
Soviet lelaticms weie fairly good at 
the time and d was highly mconve* 
ntent for India lu have the defer* 
tion take place on Indian soil. In 
fact. slMiiily afivrwurcis, the Indian 
guvernmeni informed all miNSivn« 
llidl India would nut allow defer 
(ions or the graining of asylum. 

Svetlana had come to New Delhi 
in January with the ashes of 
Brajosh Singh, her companion for 
the foui years prior to his death. 
Brajesh Singh, whom she had met 
at an institute at a holiday resort in 
the Soviet Umor was an uncle of 
Diiiesh Singh. Svuihinu w’us soon 
whisked off u> Kalakankai in 
Uttar Pradesh iBialcsh Singh was 


Igor Gueja the man or the cuntdci» 
he mamiametl in India According to 
his colleagues at ihr information 
centre, he was quite an introvert. He 
nevertheless, mixed easily with Indi 
an officials at the information centre 
and often visited their homes. Gueja 
also spoke fluent English. According 
to official reports he was working in 
the information department and was 
involved with the publication of 
SoWer LaniJ. a fortnightly published 
from the information centre. Gueja 
lived with his wife Natasha, ten year- 
old daughter. Olga, and his elderly 
parents. He was lo have been pusted 
back to Moscow in a few weeks' time. 
When asked about the expected date 
of the diplomat's departure from the 
country, officials at the information 
centre said no official announcement 
about his transfer had been made 


the brother of ihe former ruler <if 
KaUkankar) where she remained. 
praciiCAlly incognito for two 
months; it was election time und 
she seemed fuscinaied by the entire 
eleciural process. 

Svetlana, who is said to be a 
rather emotional and impulsive 
woman, had wanted to remain in 
India hut was told by the Dtnesh 
Singh family that she uughi to re 
turn home a« «he could always 
come beck lo India. Obviously, Sta¬ 
lin's daughter had security clear 
aiice for site was in possession of 
her own pa vs port and moved abtiui 
freely. 

When Svetlana returned to Delhi 
from Kalakankar she shifted to the 
Soviet ambassador's residence She 
was supposed lo rei urn lo Moscow 
the following evening. In fact, she 
went shopping wiih ihv daughter of 
Mr T.N. Kaul. former envoy to Miss- 
cow, on the eve of her departure. It 
was during her second Mijiujrn in 
New Delhi that she suddenly de¬ 
cided to defect to the United 
Stales. Until then she ap)Mirenilv 
kepi talking alumt wanting Ui Slav 
in India since she loved this country 
and indeed hei keenness'oxlay on 
in Irtdia must haw LM*en fairly evi¬ 
dent Ram Maiiuhar Ixihia raised 
the issue in the Lok Sabha and 
wanted to knots why Sseilana was 
not given asylum in this country he 
had met her duiing her brief visit to 
Allahabad when she was returning 
from Kalakankar. 

Aftci Svetlana's defection, the 
Soviet ambassador to India was 
shortiv transferred from Ness De- 


and that Gueja could have received 
an extension in India if he had de¬ 
sired. Soviet emba.ssy officials were 
unwilling to confuni (he fact that 
(>ueja had turned defector and had 
.safely reached the USA. Thu in spue 
of (he fact that it was the Soviet 
ambassador. V. N Rykov. who had 
personally informed the foreign 
secretary, Romesh Bhandari, that 
Cueja was either in the UK embassy 
in Delhi or had reached a point 
outside the country. It was after (his 
disclosure by ih« So vie* ambassadAr 
tha( (he Indian government 
approached (he American embassy 
and received a confirmation of the 
fact that Igor Gueja had bou.i 
granted political asylum there 
It is not yet clear how Cueia 
obtained his passage ft om New Delhi 
ro (h« United States.and in which 


Ihi. The uproar in Parliameni soon 
died down, but ever since (hen 
India has been ambivalent ir its 
attitude towards people seeking 
asylum ft is ruluibly learnt that 
«>very year neurly half a down pen 
pie from the East HIik* counirje!, use 
India as an exit point when they 
want to defect, 

There have been relatively few 
cases nf diplomats I rum the East 
Bloc asking for asylum m India or 
defecting from here—but (here 
have been inysternnis disappear* 
ances. In the earlv I'lfties (he 
jinhjss.idor from Crechuslwakia 
defected fiimi New Delhi; m the 
mid Sixties ihert* was a .spectacular 
defection' over a dozen engineers 
and then families < (hey were work* 
mg m a public sector undertaking 
in Rancho disajipcared from a 
hotel in New Delhi and iiurfaced in 
Canada shortly thereafiei. in 1962, 
« Russian sailor, Vladislnv Tarasov, 
merely ihunged ships, and thereby 
count MVS. Ml the port in Calcutta 
he went (rom a Soviet ship le an 
A men can ship Theie have I keen a 
few cases m the M'vviitie.s m New 
Delhi. In (he cai ly Keveruies a Rux- 
5 ian wuiktng in the inrermaiien 
office nf the USSR walked out of 
I'lazu cinema hall where he was 
seeing a ttiglii show with a group of 
fi'svnds, llesaul he had a headache, 
but was never seen again. During 
tlu' I'anergoiuy a daily from New 
Delhi cm I led a siory dlv>ut the 
defectum of a second secretary in 
the I'SSK ernliassy who un into the 
Aniernan embassy 

fttadhu iain. Maw OaM 


pan of the United States he is now 
living According in indications, 
Gueia had contacted the American 
embassy immediately after he left 
the laid] Gardens and was taken 
aw.iv after a few fmurs Since (he 
pcilic<> tK'gan (heir hunt for Gueja 
only late m the evening of 16 March, 
there was sufficient time for the 
diplomat (o leave the ciiy uncheck* 
ed. Records at the Palum airport had 
no details of his deparluie, which 
lends credence to the possibility that 
Giipja roold hrr>< rrAveiled on ft fxise 
name. According to police sources, 
Gueja could have flown to the United 
States from Kathmandu after going 
there from either Varanasi or Ratna. 
Elighis for Patna and Varanasi left 
I>elhi after Cueja's disappearance 
that morning. 

^itu Sarki. Mew MW 
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ANALYSIS 


A Lot of Boldness 
But a Bit of a Gamble 


Ashok J^hiri of ihc Delhi School Economics examines fhe central budget 


U sually during budget nine 
the guesiiom that worry the* 
public arc of the nature of; 
*Will the price of soap go up 
or not?’ Huwevvn this tune the euiv 
cern and interest were far deepej 
than at other times. Rajiv iiandht has 
been generating a lot t>f speculation 
about the future course of policies 


and action that his goveromeni 
would initiate ever since he came to 
power. His economic, social and polt 
lical perceptions are different from 
those of our erstwhile friree Minis¬ 
ters includinr. Pandit JawaharJal 
Hehru and Mrs Indira Gandhi. *Whai 
new direction would the new govern 
ment give lo the country's economic 



f I 


.. .V 




inCKi 


policies?* is u question to which an 
answer was sought and ii was meant 
to be provided by the budget. 

Apart from other important 
reasons, a good deal of significance is 
aitached to the budget as compared 
to the frequent pious pronounce* 
menis coming out of the officialdom 
at other times, this is one occasion 
when the govern^nent has to put its 
money where its mouth is. The gov¬ 
ernment is a major actor in the 
economic scene of the nation—the 
central, stale and union lerritories* 
governmenis together spend roughly 
36 paise out of every rupee that is 
spent in this country—and the 
budget, presemed before the Parlia¬ 
ment, contains how the government 
spends and finances its money. There 
are limits to how much government 
policies and budgetary allocations 
can be changed over a year or two— 
there are on-going projects which 
have to be completed, there are 
wages and salaries of government 
employees which cannot be reduced, 
there is an administrative and legal 
machinery which cannot be changed 
ovemighi However, given these con¬ 
straints, the question that was being 
raised before the budget was; 'How 
different will it be^’ 

ENrect Taxation 

The budget for 1985 66 is indeed 
quite dafierent from the earlier ones. 
The most drastic change has come in 
the aree of direct taxation. Direct 
taxes comprise personal income 
tax, wealth tax. estate duties and 
corporate tax on business firms. 
Hie rates of all these taxes have been 
reduced across the board. Ic ii of 
interest to note that it was Mrs 
Gandhi who had increased the mar¬ 
ginal rale of personal income taxa¬ 
tion on the highest slab from B2,S per 
cent to 93.S cent in 1970. The 
exemption limit has been going up 
and the rates applicable to different 
categories of income groups have 
been gradually coming down over 
time—however, in one clean fell 
swoop the maximum rate has been 
brought down from roughly 62 per 





cent to 50 ptf cent. Wealth tAx, 
applying to the properry of en indi¬ 
vidual, has been decreased. Estate 
duty, which used to apply to the 
property of • person after his death, 
has been abolished. Corporate taxes, 
which apply to the profits of com¬ 
panies, have been reduced by S per 
cent. 

Direct taxes have two objectives ; 
resource mobilisation and distribu¬ 
tive justice. The government needs 
funds to finance its activities and 
taxes constitute one of its major 
sources of revenues However, per¬ 
sonal income tax, estate duty or 
wealth tax have never been a major 
source of income for the government. 
In the last year, for example, the 
total receipts from these three heads 
was a paltry sum of Rs 1932 crores 
compared to a total gross tax revenue 
) of Rs 23702 crores. There are reasons 
I to believe that widespread tax eva¬ 
sion 1$ caking place in the country 
lending to accumuletion of black 
money and the emergence of a para¬ 
llel economy. Dtreci taxes, because 
of evasion, could not have been play¬ 
ing much of an egalitarian distribu¬ 
tive role. A drastic reduction in the 
tax rates was necessary in view of the 
widening gulf between individual 
and social perspectives and the effi¬ 
ciency level of the administrative- 
legal machinery. Whether the tax 
payers would consider honesty to be 
a 'practical principle’ in view of the 
: reduced rax rates is the most imper 
) lant question for the next few vears. 
I The new government has displayed e 
: lot of courage in admitting the de¬ 
ficiency of Its tax edminiatretion and 
in its ecceptapce of social reality^jt 
is indeed a bold departure from the 
I heady days of popuUst radicalism. 

' EcOTomic Climate 

I The budget is (he major instru- 
' ment through which the government 
tries to direct economic activity of 
the nation. The direction has to 
I change from time to time depending 
I on the economic climate and per¬ 
formance. Every year before the pre- 
; semation of the budget, the ministry 
I of finance circulates the Economic 
' Survey summarising the economic 
situation, major developments and 
the problems and prospects. 

The Economic Survey presented 
this year notes the satisfactory aver- 
I age growth rate of S.2 per cent 
' achieved by the economy during the 
i Sixth Plan Period, the high level of 
foodgrains output of more than ISO 
million tonnes and adequate per¬ 
formance by the infrastructural sec¬ 
tors of energy and transport. 

However, the government has also 
voiced its concern about three dis¬ 
turbing features. Firstly, manufac- 
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ruring activity has behaved rather 
sluggishly. It is indeed very discon¬ 
certing to note that the manufacture 
of consumer noo^lurables marginally 
declined between March and 
September 19g4 Secondly, tiie pnee 
situation has been one of a very 
fragile equilibrium^demand-supply 
imbalances in essential commodities 
such as pulses and edible oils have 
threatened price sial^ity time and 
again with speculative action. Third 
ly, the government has voiced its 
concern about the future of the coun¬ 
try’s balance of payments. Repay 
mems for the SDR 3.9 billion b<V' 
rowed from (he IMF begin this year. 
Imports of petroleum could be cur¬ 
tailed in the past due to the spectacu¬ 
lar rise in the domestic productiun of 
crude petroleun^production almost 
rrebled from 10.5 million tonnes in 
1904-$S. This rate of growth in 
domestic production is unlikely to be 
sustained in the future and (he b» 


Whether the tax payers 
would consider honesty 
to be a ^practical 
principle* in view of the 
reduced tax rates is the 
most important question 
for the next few years. 
The new government 
has displayed a lot of 
i courage in admitting the 
I deficiency of its (ax 
administration... 


I lance of payments outlook is nut very 

' bri^t 

: Government Policy 
; Respofiee 

How has (he new government re¬ 
sponded to these developments!' The 
government feels that reduction of 
costs and improvement in the com¬ 
petitiveness oS our industry hold the 
key to success. It has brought in a 
series of deregulations such as de- 
licenctng, upward revision of asse* 
lim it for cempanies (o come under 
the purview of the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Trade Practices (MRTPl 
Act. raising of the ceiling of invest¬ 
ment in plant and machinery for the 
small scale sector. The rate of cus- 
totns duty has been brou^t down on 
project imports, specified machinery* 
u^ by leather and footwear indus¬ 
try. gem and jewellery industry, raw 
wool, automobile and computer com- 
ponenu. All these measures, the gov¬ 
ernment expects will reduce ctKts, 



increase compeiitlvcness and effi¬ 
ciency of Indian industry. This is also 
expected to improve our export per¬ 
formance. 

Why Indian industry has been per 
forming sluggishly is a million dollar 
question. Inefficiency resulting from 
inappropriate choice of scale and 
technology, protection From internal 
and iniernaiional competition, in¬ 
frastructural constraints specially 
with respect to power, definitely has 
contributed a Jot to the unsatisfac¬ 
tory performance. However, the de 
reand problem has also played a 
major role in inhibiting industrial 
growth in India. Insufficient demand 
for the output of industry has been 
known tn constrain growth in de¬ 
veloped countries. However, in de¬ 
veloping counines for a long time it 
was believed that given limited 
capacity of industry, demand could 
never fall short of maximum output 
that industry is capable nf producing. 
There has been some revision of 
opinion ol economists on this score 
bui the government neither in Irs 
Economic Survey nor in its budget 
has given full recognition to this 
problem. We shall have more about 
this aspect later. 

In (he last thirty lour years of 
planning In India, the government 
has mobilised resout ces and channel¬ 
led them into various sectors accord¬ 
ing to its plan priorities. Between 
19SO-S1 and 1904-85. the total ex- 
I penditure of the central government 
I ha.s gone up by more than 80 times. 

In the last five years, on the average 
I (oral expenditure of the government 
I has gone up at the rate of 18 percent 
I per annum The budget this time is 
j (he first one for the-Seventh Plan and 
. interestingly enough the government 
I is planning for a Jes5 than 10 per cent 
I nse in Its total disbursements. Given 
the resource constraints faced by the 
government in the financing of its 
Seventh Plan'-whicli reported to 
be of the order of Rs 40,000 crores^ 
this budget, which does not try to 
meet the plan outlays stipulated in 
the Seventh Plan cannot hut entail 
the following two implications: the 
government is going to revise its 
Seventh Flan and it is going to bring 
about a major change in its previous 
I economic strategy of reaching the 
I commanding heights of the economy. 

I It is not quite clear whether Vojana 
Shaven feels that the optimum 
beigbi has alreadv been reached or 
(hat It has run oui of Ideas as to how 
to mobilise additional resources to go 
higher up. 

Growth of tax revenue has been 
tardy and barely kept pace with the 
growth of national income and non- 
developmental expenditure. This 
creates a problem of financing de 
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vviopn»em vKprnrftture on sn »n* 
cr<»ji^inft s^alc (/ver time. Expendi' 
(ur(-on uciouni of fertilizer uod food 
subsidy, defence «ind ^vncral udmi 
nistruiioii lukc* away d large chunk of 
I he gnvernmt-nt’s revenue h U not 
cuNy to curia if <uch expenditure just 
as II IS not oHny to augment lax 
revenues from iH.*lU*r lux admiiiisiru 
lion Not ili.M there are a lot of ideas 
rinuTing around about how to gel 
oV4>r the restiiirce constrainl * howev 
er. thi' government hIso seems lu 
have rluown its hands up in despair 
aii<l harped on in«ihilisati<»n <if addi 
tioiial resources through improved 
working of luihlic sector undertak 
iiigs and tnereused contributions 
' frion iheni 

Th( iMidgeieJ capital disburse 
meriTs that s exjit^nditure on ac 
(luisiiion of .isscis like land, huild 
mgs anil masbjner.v*'‘in tlH* current 
viMi IS in.u finally lower than the 
iKiu.l1 expend It uie incurred last 
viMi However, in teriris of alhK’ulion 
I hi ernphasK seems to have under 
goi o change The area u1 water and 
I prwer deveiiipmeni has been 
I aiioidi'd top prinntv and ihe alluea 
tioii has U'eii doubled. This has been 
iKhievvd mainly .il the cost of a 
lediKlioii in ilu* alliKatioii to tele 
limimijnicaliuns. indubtryand miner* 
al.s Irrigation is perhaps the mirsl 
uncial Iequiiemeni ot Indian agri 
cnlturr and this emphams oi the 
(iirii'nt bnrlg<*t is well cnncoved 

I 

I Prices 

‘ What has aiir.icted a Ini of at ten 
I lion in thi.s budget is tlie 'iinsuvered 
! deficir oi Hs 334<J ernres The 
hiidgeted d«'ticii--which is Che gap 
tic I ween csi.rii.ited expenditure and 
is'seipis- IS substantially higher 
than in ibe prrvinm vears. Isn't this 
bndgeUfd Urine ion high? Will not 
I he fK Ura I d ei k i r Ik* a c ouple of 11 mes 
higUei than the hudgeted figure? 
And when this deficit is indeed co 
v( red b« additional suppiv of money 
will ihis nor lend to niflalion? These 
are <|uesiiuns that wonv a lot of 
people 

1'he assiH'iauon iM'lween budgeted 
detickt anil either money supply or 
puces IS u rather complicated one 
Kijstly. the actual deficit can be 
i dillerent from The budgeted deficil 
dot In unfoi'eseen changes in re* 
ceipts nr expendiiuies. Secondly, 
money supply depends <in a whole 
hosi of factor) rather than ihe deficit 
in general and on ihe fureign ex- 
change reserves m particular Never 
tlieless there is undoubtedly a rea&uti 
for concern—muriey siippiy can cn* 
deed grow a I a very high rate in the 
current year unless our imports xur 
pass exports in a draatic way leading 


I to a fall in Inreign exchange reserves 
[ or severe cuniracrkinary measures 
are initialed <n the field of monetary 
policy A high growth nf monev supp< 
l> can lead to inflation if the rate of 
growth of oiiipui IS not large enough 
The international price of pet- 
. roleum has noi gone up in recent 
Times m terms of US dollars. Hiiwcv 
er, the ruiKk* has been depreciating 
vlA«iVfV Ihe dollar Consequently, 
the goveriim<*ni has raised the 
domevtu price of petroU’um by as 
much as 14pci cent. In the railway 
budgi'i. ihc fieighi lates and fares 
have bee n revised u|>w,tid 1 he high* 
er iransporiaiion cost in the economy 
as a resuli of fhest* two measures 
bound to gel irtli'iieil iiia rise in the 
level of jirodmt inues. 

Mow priics will liehave in the 


I The budget is a bold 

I experiment...It contains 
I clear admission of the 
government about its 
inability to implement 
I the tax rules that it had 
' inherited from the past. 

I It admits that the 

government has run out 
of ideas regarding 
resource mobilisation. It 
announces in no 
uncertain terms that it is 
unwilling to continue 
With the old industrial 
policy framework. 


ccimumv inci ibc iiexi iwrivc 
months dc|Hmils i.n rh<* future per* 
formance oi agroulfuic and foreign 
trade and I hr monel ary |M>Ikv staiKe 
of the Reserve R.oik oi India ll will 
be very gtaiifNmg il ihi> inflation 
rale in the curreiii vi'ar docs mil go 
well above the ules ihal have pie* 
vailed in the leceni |>JU .itkd assume 
a two digit iigiiie 

A Bold Experiment 

rhe current budget u u buld ex¬ 
periment If there is one thing I hat it 
doe»noi lack it is courage. It cuuiains 
clear admixsion ol rhe goventmenl 
about Its inabilicy lu implement the 
tax rulec that ii had inheriied from 
(he past. It admits that fhe govern* 
ment has run nut o', ideas about 
resource mnbihsatior.. It anctouRcer 
in no uncertain lerms that it u un¬ 
willing 10 continue wiih the old in* 
dustrial policy framework. Accord* 


ing to rhe finance minister: “We i 
must now aim af reducing costs and 
prices and improve rhe competitive¬ 
ness of our industry. This process 
calls for structural changes in the 
economy and will entail some costs 
which we should be prepared to 
pay.” 

Indian industry has been carefully 
nurtured hy the government in the 
post independence period. The gov* 
ernmeni has created the infras* 
iruciural faLiUiies, laid out the 
foundations for core and basic indus¬ 
tries. protected it from foreign as 
well as internal compeciiiun. and 
created an investment climaie by a 
vigoruns and sustained prugramnie 
of public investment. If it slowly 
withdraws now, will the private sec> 
lor successfully fend for it!»elf and 
drive the economy diung a saiisfac- 
lory growth path? 

the answei i<> the above guesiion 
is noi known a triori. The demand 
problem will arue unless private 
investment displays a lot of buoyant 
dvnafflism. It has l>i*en our past ex- 
(trriencv that public investment sets 
rhe pace for private investment in 
the economy The base of entiep- 
1 leneurship has grown and the siruc- 
I tuieof industry has diversified enor¬ 
mously m the last three decades. 
Nevertheless the growth perform¬ 
ance of the private sector has cml 
been glorious enough to repose out I 
complete faith m iis leaderbhip. | 
Investment depends on capital I 
market conditions like the rate of [ 
interest, availability uf credit, input | 
price and the future market condi* > 
linns. Since investment fructifies m 
I ihe future, our assessment of ihe 
’ future IS CTiinal in dHcrmming how 
! much we shall invest. Perhaps since i 
the future is soo vague and uncer* 
tain, probabilistic calculations of the i 
future profitability of investment { 
outlays are not very meaningful and 
investment ultimately depends on 
innate character is tics of the entrap- ' 
reneurs—un things like creative , 
urge, dynamic optimism—character 
istics which have been summed up by 
the delightful phrase 'animal spirits' > 
by the economist’s economist John , 
Maynard Keynes. From this budget it 
! seems thai the present government 
has placed a heavy reliance on the 
'animal «plrits' of ihe Indian private 
entrepreneur. 

As far as the public sec tor goes, the | 
Lhrusi of government policy is to- ' 
wards improvement in efficiency and I 
increases in surpluses. Koi much , 
structural change has taken place in . 
the running of public sector under- I 
I takings so far—however, the compu- 1. 
ters are coming end we have to wait 
for some more time ro see what the 
goveriimeni has up its sleevel 







The four most advanced Kodak films 
the world has ever seen. 


VR 100 Detail colour 




VR 400 Fast-oction colour 




VR 200 VIbront colour 




VR 1000 Low'llght colour 


The Kodacolor VR Rims. 


The family of 35 mm XodocokK 
films embodiei dromotic advances in 
speed, grain and sharpness 

Kodocelor VR I00» Kodok's 
sharpest colour poni Mm, smtoble lv« 
0 Klreme close* ups ond scenes vnih mvch 
detail. 

Rendition of vibront colour) and 
cbnfy moke Kodocotor VR 200 
omo 2 m 9 ly versatile ond Kieol os o 
general* purpose film. 

rorfost'OCticn or fading kght the 
right film iS Kodocukx VR 400 its deor 
fir^groln ptclures moke it perfect for 


sports phoiogrophy both indoois ond 
outdoorv os weH os for (elepnoio shots 
When the hghting is poor or the 
oclion IS very fasl, Kodocofor VR tOOO is 
the Mm to use This remorVobfe film 
produces exceHent resuHs even m 
condMighf gtxf m indoor situohons 
where a flosh i$ iruppropiiare. such os 
theotncol presentotiom 

Even the revolutionary disc film is 
now gvoiksble m the VR ktimly as ore 
the 110 ond 136 fibns 

* Avoidable ef off leoding 
phofogrophic store*. 
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The good Doctor has 
little patience. 






4 




Its his practice to pay 
flying visits on his TVS 50 XL 

V\4 were very impressed. Out in Ihe countryside, 
we carre across this young doctor with a mission. And little 
time to waste.an emergency, every minute counts*, 
he said. "Out here, there's no public transport 
to speak of. If my patients can't come to me. 

I go to them On my TVS. The roads are bad 
But my TVS can lake the rc^h treatment. 

QuKe comfortably. In fact, it can take me where 

£ car just couldnt And thank heavens it's 
jilt for two. Tve brought back patients 
jvho couldnt walk, to my hospital. 

' Itfy depend on my TVS. It'snotjust 
■ttttviane machine. It'selife-eaver!' 
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Are Teachers Destroying 
Secondary Education in UP? 


Kclucafion in l/P is o \'ictijii of Ihnn'rvjls; (j lack ot funtls. ci lock of.sijjcrril v 
onri a lock of jnorols 


E ducafiort in Uuar i> 

in ii mcsc ciffRiul rivs- 

ki.r, apMthy. inismanaMvini;ii( 
.tnci iridiiferencv curned 
book^, clusscv and exummauonv inio 
a cruel joke on thousands ol studcins 
who stumhk out ul schiMil and col* 
leKv t^vcrv year to svitdl the ranks of 
the uriunplovud most ol thcni» 
education has ^ '««'n a colossal wasii*. 
the only kssOM r has ijufthi them is 
that hard work nwvr pays; money 
does. Those con afford ii. bni>e 
thvii way rhruusih examinaiioiis or 
jusi 'buy* tliordvKi'ves Government 
aided institviiotis are shametully 
run, thanks in o chloric shortatie of 
funds, ^nii while the ftovermneiii 
boasts of H phenomena] enrolmeni oJ 
one iTorr in pi unary schools all uvor 
the stale, rnosi nl the children drop 
uul id Ur (he first year, even it they 
go to school ul all. encolinem lie* 
tween classes 11 and V thus falls lo 4S 
per cent oi the enrolment m class I 
Despiie this, hardly aiivtlung is s|>eni 
on improving etlucddonal facilities. 

For a ';ute v.'iili a literacy of 27.3R 
per ceiu (will he low the ndiinnal 
average of lf> 2 pet cent) ami a 
fernule liier.icv of N 42 perceiii. the 
fourth lowest Fen any Indian state 
(according to TNICtr's silualian re 
port on children in India, "In l*V and 
Bihar, B? women not of 100 cannot 
wnh uaJer.stanuing both read and 
write a simple sentence on iheir 
everyday life. 7 ho lack ol* odacaton 
oi women ‘in'its their awarer»'Ss uf 
the benefits of learning for their 
children'') this is shocking. But who 
is to lil.ime bo all this, ihe gosern 
ment. tojchers. parents, propiiecurs 
of schtKils and collt ge.s, oi all low? 
The stale education departotoni has 
not even liothcred to look into the 
cause of the malaise; i» ihe sixifu- 
ston. each of the four pillars ol the 
sy5:tem is hluniing the othe rs for us 
own selfish n asans, Noi surprisingly, 
the symptnins aie heing mistaken for 
the cause: I he lecenl campaign 
ngaioil the lakh strong statewide 
Madhyamik Shikshak .Sangh was the 
latest in a senes of aiiempts by the 
KianaBcrr of privately*run schools to 

aiMOST Si » *»<« iM 


hUime lejchvrs tor the ilU of (he 
education system The (isison the 
Satigh has long hreii .igitaiing fui I he 
abuhtton ul (he piivate managerial 
system ol i*dnsa(ioH. and its trade 
unoin as (mites have Iwcn a thorn in 
the flesh of the school proprietors 
The latter are all I he more |HH*ved 
iH’caiisc (he teachers have .i siruiig 
legisUiive lobby-Ihe S.ingh claims 
It had only 2S represrnuiives iti I lie 
earlier I louse. 1(> MLCs and the rest 
Ml ./Is. while I he managers .sav (hev 
had SO Ml.As .vnd MLCs—(hat pre 
einpts ull adverse* legislaiioiu and 
encuteschai then interesis arc iH*ver 
harmed 

It was during iIh* t!ii»e :hal cam 
paigmng was poingon I in the recent 
pa rlij men tars and AswmUly eU*! 
(ions. Ill which a nnmlrer of teachris 
.iiid teacher legislators had con 
tested, (hat the baiigh came under 
^vere ac(ack from the I'ttar Pradesh 
Parent s’ Association il'l’PAt The 
asciK’ialion brought out large news 
paper iidverliM’ments announi uig 
"the .11 |>er cent result ol the I'P 
Hoard lli|dt School hxamintttion nf 
1SM4,oui ol which alKiur 2R i>cr ceni 
students passed m the third division 
and that too in most cac«*s with mass 
copving. clicsiiing and 0(hc*r unfair 
practices" and listed ihe results of 20 






! l.uikiiow hImhiIs which weie (he 
I worsi afircied "by the liaiJe union 
aciivKies and puliiics of the 
' Madhyamik S li j k s h .i k ^ a n g h 
teachers " The schools wiih ihewor»i 
ivsults were Lucknow Imei (ulkge. 
' where siudenis look ilic kxainina* 
. lion, and 84 laiieJ. Kuslilriva Uchlar 
I Madhyamik High Sc h'mJ, where 1S2 
' appeared and 144 laileci. ihe Kail way 
. High School. CItarhagh, where 'i2 
I appeared and 4U failed, Yogeshwar 
' Rishikul Inter Cidlege. where IdS 
, appeared and 12b 'ailed: Tcchiiicftl 
I Ihghet Secondarv School. Vijuva 
' Nagjr, wheiv !»( appeared and 49 
failed. Kiirish Ghiindra fnls'r ('ollege. 
S.idar Haaai. whole 1*7 nppeaied 
jod 144 faiUd, ,uid the Kuitihr.iwan 
I IJighcr Secondarv .School where 146 
' appeared and l.Lt failed Wuli (he 
I legend "Do n/it involve teacher.s in 
I active politics" written above, I he 
I advert I semen I cited "invojvi'tiu'iii in 
I s>olaics, and woist kind ol trade 
I union Activities, Icaduig lo treijuent 
! St nkes. pickets, detn i nisi i hi n i n s, a nd 
indcsc'iplTos* at educaluoi.d iiislitu* 
tions" as I he majio leason Itir the fall 
in the standard and <|oa]iiy <4 educ'.i' 
tom III I'liar Pr.iJesh 

~7o prevent lurthc*r deteion.ition 
III tJie results cif H'C’ondaiy sc hinds 
and 10 depoliticise edviciitiorial in 
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stiiutions," thtr Mclvvrti^ment went 
on,!'**we kindly request vnur honour*! 
(U'WiR addressed ro th<‘ PM end 
leader*! of major tipp4v>iiu>n parties) 
not TO give party rickets in the forth* 
cnmirtji Assomhly elections to 
(eachers of government-aided 
eehooK and <*(ill<*gcs who are drawing 
their salaries and all benefits from 
the slate exchequer and who are 
appninied and whose services are 
nuw governed by rhv UP Oovern- 
menr Plducatiun Service Commission, 
and who ore di^ualified to stand for 
election in view of the Supreme 
Court judgement in the Bihan Lai 
Dobriiy case decitled on 2.1 Novem¬ 
ber iS63 as per Article Hl(lKa) of 
the'ConstitutJon of India for holding 
office of profit under the Mate gov 
ernment." The advertisement 
warned that il any party fielded 
teaeher*candida(es in the elections, 
the UPPA would he forced to get 
their nommaiums withdrawn Ky fil¬ 
ing obiections under Article 
l^^ldxa' liefnrt* the returning uffic- 
era. a.s it did m the case uf IS 
leachei s whose papers were rv* 
jecird. The UPPA complained that a 
ticket to une teacher meant that 
renchers from '*20 other schools in 
the adjoining districts get involved 
in the election campaign to ensure 
rheir cumpaiiion's victory." This 
would f>aralyse nil schools and since 
the bciaid exammatumv were next 
scheduled for March 2U. 1905^ and 
nut even "ten pur ceni ' of the sylla 
bus had lieeii completed, this would 
Ih* disastrous 

T he Htlvini^cmeiu had its impaci 
Parties were werv <d giving tick¬ 
ets to teachers, hut even so, a num 
her of teachers did get rickets !vome 
were elected, even made minisivrs 
Hitwesx'i, the VPPA did manage to 
gel d number uf n'tmmalujn papers 
nf teachers reiected The media cam 
paign also ireaied strong public 
opirumi Hguinst ihi* SarigJu a large 
number qf people witKe letters to the 
edikirs of linal dailies criticising its 
I dctiViiXtls and Momiiig it squarely fur 
the pool results. 

According It! spokesmen for the 
UfPA. <1 miMoi educational obstacle 
wojild be ov*acnmc* if teachers are 
nor allowed to contest eleettons be¬ 
cause as legislators thev throw their 
wsfighi about, bully school inspectors 
, and board oitjcmis. and get awav 
• with anything Under the law, a 
^ teacher, unless he has cohmicted his 
i t^ign.ttum and duly handed over 
charge lo his successor as pet the 
rules governing his service, cannot 
stand Inr an eleciion. Article 
iSliljiaJ of the Cuiistitut -m says, "A 
pencil thall be disqualified for being 
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chosen as, and for being, a member 
of the Legislative Assembly or Leg¬ 
islative Council of a state if he holds 
any office of profit under the Govern¬ 
ment of India or the Government of 
any State specified in the First Sche¬ 
dule, other chan an office declared 
by the Legislature of the State bylaw 
not to disqualify its holder.. " In each 
election a number of teachers man¬ 
age to circumvent these provisions 
by saying that they have 'resigned' 
iheir jobs; the point is even if they 
have resigned- they have not donr so 
three months before submitting their 
nominal ions tu the returning officers 
or duly handing over charge, which is 
the legal requirement. 

Another allegation against 
teachers in government-aided in* 
srnutions is that they hardly ever 
teach An example is the N-K. Col- 
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lege. Unnau, which barely has 70 
teaching days in a year. Gazetted and 
local holidays m the college add up 
ir> 34 days, the summer vacatiun 
(May 21) lo July 7) is for 4H days, 
there* are SO Sundays. 44 davs of 
casual. Sick and other leave availed 
«>f by teachers. f>6 days uf board and 
homo oxaminarions, ten days of ter¬ 
minal examinations, 37 days of 
utlmission work in July and August, 
and SIX duvs of children's rallies and 
spei'ial holidays. The total number of 
days lust is 29^. which leaves just 70 
teaching days a year. Even on a 
teaching day. teachers hold classes 
. fur five hours and 20 minutes, while 
other public servants work for seven 
hours a day 

Perhaps because of ihe 
iiemenduus influence they have all 
along had in the government and 
l.egislature lamung (he teachers in 
I the preseni UP cabinet H Mrs Swar- 
I oiip Kuiiiari Bakshi; (he earlier 


cabinet had Dr Ammar Rizvi and I 
Ram Singh Saini), teachers in Uttar 
Pradeah are a pampered lot. In fact, 
as one Khool-owner in Lucknuw re¬ 
ferred 10 them, they are "govern¬ 
ment servants in all respects but two, 
(hat they cannot be punished and 
(hey cannot be transferred," 

number of Sangh teachers are 
also members of the UP High 
School and Intermediate Board, 
which has repeatedly come under 
criticism from parents and students. 
Among the various irregularities the 
Sangh members are alleged ro com¬ 
mit are misleading students by pub¬ 
lishing guest papers, hampering the 
conduct of examinations, encourag¬ 
ing mass copying in examinations, 
determining and changing eKamiiia- 
rion centres at will, wiihhuldmg re¬ 
sults of Mudems to settle personal 
disputes with them, issuing fake 
marksheets in exchinga for huge 
sums of money, daU-'ing results of 
students who have paid bribes, and 
delaying results. Olten. it is only 
after they have taken the matter to 
court that viudenis have goi jusiice: 
the Lucknow bench of the Allahuhail 
High Court on 28 July 19H4 ordered 
the UP Madhyamik .Shiksha Panshad 
iu pav punitive compensation of Rs 
2(W iii each uf the J2 City Moniassori 
iichool students and other students 
whose UH board high school ex¬ 
amination results of 1983 were iile- 
gaUy wiiheid 

At a pnmmty level. Mr ChuturveUi 
said, the pruhlcm is liasicdily an 
arithmetical one "Without money il 
cannot he done No wundcr there is 
such a mushroom growth of private 
KG scbuuis.’' The existing primary 
schools in villages have no equip- 
niem, iiv buildings, aie housed in 
dilapidated structures; in many cases 
the buildings have been abandoned 
and classes are held under a true. 
"We are satisfied with mere num¬ 
bers. If there are one lakh primary 
schnols. it i*- considered an achieve¬ 
ment." Mr ChaturveJi said Often 
the teacher student ratio in a prim¬ 
ary school was 1*40 or 1:50. As for 
high schools, Mr Chaiurvedi said, 
those receiving government aid were 
bound to deposit 83 per cent of the 
fees collected from arts studenib, and 
dO per cent of tlie fees cullected fr<im 
science students with the govern¬ 
ment. This leaves very little to spend 
on running a school or college, let 
alone improving or maintaining faci¬ 
lities. "I am myself associated with 
an intermediate college- About four 
years back 1 wrote (o the education 
secretary to increase the share of 
managements of schools and col¬ 
leges. Fifteen par cent Is inadequate. 
But (he government will not raise the 

liJia*v J 1 u»e*-4 jiaN !«•» 
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fees. Mv argument is why shouldn't 
fees be rais^ when there has been 
so much inflation over the years? 
Schools and colleges cannot be ea 
pected to provide better teaching 
facilities with so little money. The 
quality of teaching is poor, hence the 
poor results." Adult education, too, 
faces a problem of finances impos* 
ing a fee is the best way to educate 
an aduU« Mr Chaturvedi said. "The 
adult must feel he is spending money 
' on something he should get nut of the 
teacher." He also suggested a code of 
conduct for teachers in schools and 
colleges to ensure that they dis¬ 
charge rheii duties and abide by 
rules. 

Mr Mandhata Singh. MLC. and 
leader of the UP Madhyantik Shik- 
ahak Sangh defended the practice of 
' teacherb standing for election with¬ 
out quitting their )obs ("how can you 
cull a legislator's income a salary?'*) 
He said that the UPPA was a bogus 
body, unrepresentative of parents; 
all it stood for was the interests of a 
string u1 privately-managed Khoois 
which the Sangh had been struggling 
against '*Thi» is being done to eradi¬ 
cate ctirrupiinn. exploitation, nepot¬ 
ism. favouritism and sectarian ideas 
like casteism and communalism in 


the field of education .. Fake orga¬ 
nisations like (he School Managers 
Association and UPPA do noi repre' 
sent anybody except a few pmple 
who have commercialised educaiion 
by charging exorbitant fees (Ciry 
Montessori, he said, charges Rs 200 a 
mruiih fiom pupils from classes I to 
X). and in addition extort money 
from every child in the name of 
organising various functions. There 
is a chain of Moniessori Khuols in 
I ucknuw whose net profit is about Rs 
six lakhs a month. And the manage¬ 
ment of the institution publicly 
announces through the columns of 
newspapers that it is not prepared to 
abide by the rules and regulations 
framed by the state government, like 
the Salaries Distribution Act and 
Intermediate Education Act.'* 

Rut does his organisation own re- 
npunsibility for the poor results^ No. 
"This has its own deep-rooted reason. 
Lakhs of students at the higher 
secondary stage arc being taught 
compulsory sciences, mathematics, 
social sciences and moral and physic- 
ol education, etc, for the last three 
years under the ten plus two Kheme. 
without a single post being created to 
teach these subjects. Set erne is 
iau|^t Without science lahs and the 


teacher-pupil ratio, instead uf 1:40 
has now touched 1:1S0." Mr Singh 
said it was '^shameful to note (hat sn 
agreement reached between the 
Sangh and stare government on 16 
March 1984 concerning curbs on 
managements who retuse to abide by 
the provisions uf law is yet to be 
implernented'* and "let not anyone 
chink that it had anything to do with 
the emoluments of teachers.'* 

I Mr Singh denied holding a brief for 
I delinquent teachers but said that 
they were more an exception than 
the rule Asked about an assault by a 
teacher-legislaior on a district in¬ 
spector (>f schools in Aiamgarh last! 
year. Mr Singh said. "The DIOS in 
questiun has to his credit lengthy 
charges againsi him submitted in 
black and while to the CM and this 
document runs into several pages, 
listing more than 40 charges of cor- 
!Upi behaviour." He even agreed 
that the DIOS was assaulted; whai he 
never said was how an assault on a 
government official by a leacher- 
legjslator could possibly be justified. 

Clearly. educati<»n tn Uttar 
Pradesh j$ a victim of three great 
evils; a lack uf funds, a lack Of 
sincerity and a lack of morals. 
Miiiaf MNr& tweftnew 
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The Varadarajan Tapes 


A DrtlrJ cojiWTstjfion Hk? coilusion between the police and the city’s 

u2id<?rworbi (i(nr. Wiradora/fjij Mudniinr 

havine their pe&t Jinks exposed. 


I n Bombay o diffcrcni kimi nl Mur 
war IS im As one of ihv bust ions 
of (he underworld empui* eium 
hies from the onsUuuhr of ilie 
counter/orves. represented hv ibe 
Jew, ii drains x secorm i»t tins iorct* 
which colla hoi died wiih ii, deeper 
into fhc mire, h surred on the niubi 
of 2.1 TehruJiv. when rwo stoiior 
inspf'Ctors of police. ^ I. Deshmokh 
und I. j. Samson, from MaiiioAta and 
Amop Hill police si.iiioriv weni to 
meet VarMdirraran Mudaloir. don of 
Sion.Koljwada and one uf the Icadmtt 
lilthic Bombay's underworld 
The meeting wus unforiuniiie for 
the policemen. Timks ol iheii om 
vtfrMit«>n reuched iveiv newepoper 
in town-iind some oulsoU h'oriv 
minutes of uipi>d conversiiuon rr 
vealed the collusion ol the city’s 
Jaw enfoic in^ a^teniy with the under* 
world. The immediate pm* 

poftc <)l the meeting to reach on 
ou(.<>f.court seitk‘m'>nt on cast's Iilt*d 
hi the don’s Ueuteimnts on /oiial 
DCP. Y. C. pHwur 
Alunfi with the iuih’s which cruci 
fied Deshmukli and Sumson. who 
have be«n suspended since, same on 
unsigned letter from a repnriei. who 
refused to identily hinnelf toi le.ir of 
the underworld, cl.iiminj* thai he had 
taped the conversation. Whether ihv 
tapes were planted hy ihe Jon or not, 
they have created panic in Bom bay’s 
police forex* How niimv more heads 
would roil with rhi fall of the don is 
the question which is now being 
asked The fear is nor unfounded, 
because the don’s hviichmen have 
spread the word lhal more cassettes 
of taped conversation with even 
senior police officers are available 
with them. For police commissioner 
Ril/eiro. the cassettes are a good 
opportunity to weed out the clc^ 
ments in his force who have un- 
savoury links with the underworld. 

In the background of the Mafia's 
answer to Watergate, is the situation 
prevai’itig in this well-established 
network, in (he Sion-Knliwada* 
Matuoga belt. It is not merely dissent 
that has soured unity. U is learnt that 
a section of the gang has actually 
broken away. Disconicnt was brew* 
ing in the camp for some time amung 
tile Devandrans and Madars whn had 
been bought to the Ckty from Tamil 


Siidii Recently d section parted with 
till* dun. undei the leadership of his 
crviw’hilv righl hund man. Haramesh' 
wHihh.ii More than the empiie 
litv.tking up, his waning power was 
demonstrated in the recant elections, 
where the man he campaigned 
.ig.imsi, i>r V Subramaniare. won 
fr(*m M^tnngv Subramaniam had 
earlier appealed to the puUce for 
proiection from the underworld. This 
means that his vole bankv are no 
longer dehvcnng (hr giKKls, indicai' 
mg ih.it he is losing his grip nn the 
slumlords, who control the voting in 
the slum areas under them. 

After the suspensions of Samson 
niiU l>eshmukh. Inspector Kumbhar 
and one or two others who were 
.iskvd to replace (hem. refused. Kum* 
bliai had a valid excuse: he had just 
lied ru the safety of the crime branch 
from Amop Hill police station after 
Mipervising some of the clean>up op* 
viatiims m ihe area Mott of the mess 
which got cleaned up naturally ron. 
ivrned the don. who controls a 
sprawling illicit liquor network, a 
fU'vh trade run l>y a eunuch and a 
c.haiii of video parlours showing blue 
films in the area This, in addition to 
[ c<inirolIing the retail outlets for 
sKilen goods from the docks, where a 
well'organised Mafia supervised hy 
him was making Ks 40 crores annual* 
ly till ii was smashed last year. The 
others are fighting shy of these I wo 
key police stations, e.ther from fear 
of getting involved in the mess or 



Naradarelen 


The man representing the law and i 
cynosure of the drama. DCH Y. C. 
Pawar, was transferred to the tone in 
19d3. It was only then (hat the city's 
most firmly entrenched criminal bas* 
uon received its first shake. Earlier, 
most policemen from the DCP down 
to sut^jn spec tors posted in the police 
stations in the don’s '‘jurisdiction," 
were bimght over hy him. Pawar’s 
intransigence has cost him dearly. 
When efforts to poln kelly pressurise 
the concerned authorities to transfer 
him from the rone failed, four crimin' 
al cases were filed against him by the 
don’s henchmen in the Kurla court. 

In April last year, the Mafia also 
demanded his suspension m view of 
these cases pending against him, 
comparing Pawar to DCP Virk of 
Pune, who was suspended on the 
basis of a criminal case against him. 

This system of functioning makes 
the traditional threats and knlfe*in* 
ihe*back method of the Mafia seem 
ham handed. Reporters who had the 
audacity to write about (he ramificu* 
tions of the network and its activi* 
ties, were treated to varying forms of 
time'Consutning harassment like leg 
al notices and cases being filed 
against them, after which not many 
dared to overstep the mark. 

In the annals of crime Varadarajan 
will probably be remembered as the 
man who brought sophistication Into 
its functioning. An understanding of 
the power of (he media and the legal 
machinery, the backing of poliiicians 
and the need for a public image 
untainted by a criminal record, 
helped him function. The best public 
image was his garb of a social work¬ 
er: a role he played to perfection. 
Like his contemporary, Haji Mastan 
Mirza, be started from rags and work¬ 
ed his way to power and riches. 

S ometime In the early Sixties, a 
big time liquor dealer called 
ChelU Mathu established the illicit 
trade in the Sion Koliwada area. Pro* 
hibition which was then in force, 
helped him prosper. He recruited his 
men from the Nadar and Devendran 
eommuniiies of Tamil Nadu. They 
were employed for their proficiency 
in distilling Illicit liquor. Equipped 
with the tools of the trede, they 
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The Dialogue 


i t cuuld h»ve pvt of the 

sound neck of Govmd Nihalani^s 
Ardh SMty^. Varadarajan Mudaliv 
in conversation with senior inspt^c• 
torsS.L Dr&htnukh and I.J. Samson 
of the B^^mbay police, sounds like 
Nihakani's don. Kama Shetiy. Ex¬ 
cerpts from the tape recorded con¬ 
versation: 

On the alleged attempt to reach 
UR oui'of-rourt settlement on the 
ca^s fiW against DCF Pawar. 

Inspeitor Deshmukh: We are 
ionvi.*>inK the message as directed 
inspector Samson (inttmptsl’ If 
you withdraw the cases against 
I'awar. ha says he will get himself 
cransterred by 8 or 9 March. (Later 
they caution him by saying that 
there is no guarantee that Pawar 
will not strike again, once the cases 
are withdrawn ) 

Inspector Samson; He (Fuwar) 
cannot be trusted. He is...(uses an 
.ibusrve tvrmK while he wants the 
cases against him withdrawn, he 
forces us to detain and harass you 
(Varadarajani. 

Varadarajan: He had nut agreed 
to meet me even for IS minutes, 
despite the uiterveniion of senior 
frfficers like Cupie {now retired) 


Deshmukh: But now he is ready 
to meet you. Not in his otfice on 
your residence, but u third place. 

VaradarajAn: Yes. okay. 

Deshmukh: (c-tutiunmg himf 
You can never tell. He might hit 
you. he is a ...fabu.ter). If ho rai.te.s 
his hand against vou. break it. 

Varadaraian (reavting Hughiy} 
Tell him to get himself transferred 
first and then I will withdraw the 
cases agatnst him. 

Samson: He iPawar) gets to know 
immediately if they (the reference 
here is to TilluN murkif activities) 
do something. He heit his informvrs. 
He directs me to act. but 1 am not 
such a person. 1 told Pawar ihat I 
cannot hit anybody. 1 will do paper 
work, bur nor hit. 1 cunnot druK yau 
people to the police station. (Refer 
ring to Tillu's mafkii. Somson hnd 
earlier said that he ImiI tried to 
inform them to stop after Pawar 
had ((uesiioned him about it.) 

(In the course of the lonwrsftion 
names of other offjcem who hud 
dropped by to see Vara<lura Jun 
crop up. Names like Hmfihhju. 
Kamat und Cupto are meniiotn'd. 
but no further imfenr/fu jfiun rs 
given.) 



established themselves in Chunabat 
ti. Mahim and Sion-Koliwacla. 

They had the knowhow and an 
ideal location for manufacivre-^in 
Che surrounding creek»-^but a lack 
of communication often got them 
into trouble. It was only when Chella 
Mathu picked up an enterprising 
youth named Varadarajan Mudaliar, 
that the liqunr-hrewers got a spokve- 
man. Acting as a mediator for the 
community with the police, he was 
able to consolidate Chella Mathu's 
powers and cultivate the right con¬ 
nections. H« finally became a man 
the law feared. The trilingudl groups 
dominating the area suon came 
under his sway. TamiliHii loyalties 
were burtressed by regional afUlia- 
tions: the Malabaris came in with the 
induction of Khaja Thomas Kuricn 
alias Khajabhai. Bur the Punjabis 
still had tu be won over 

Local Punjabi tough, Tillu alias 
Dhurshiin Kumar Dhail. wos recalcii 
rant. He was ^nnn won uver by 
methods which have now hecumv 
legend. The local Matungii police 
were a^ke<l lo expel him for indulg¬ 
ing in ami-xKial aciivnies Tillu had 
the brawn bur no police conracts 
When his extern men t orders wore 
cancelled after appeals to the home 
department, he fell in line. And with 
him swung Pun ialii sympathie>. The 
area was now centrally conirolled 
and the empire was v.siobli.shed. 

Mohindcr Singh Vig alia^ Soma 
rose fcciin the funk> to become o 
senior deputy of the rlon One of his 
closest henchmen, P.uaincNhwar 
bhai. who has now broken away, wd« j 
brought to Xoiiwadii froin his rag- 
picking. c X tort ion ir.idv near Chur- 
chgaie. Pari.mcshwarbh.li inirry 
duced Rajan Mahadc" Nuir who 
operated from Tilak Nagar in Chem 
bur. An auto-rickshaw union of over 
1.200 members paid him pioteciiun 
money j on muni hiy basis. His reign 
came to un abrupt end when ho was 
gunned down in a sh'iotuut ui the 
Esplanade Court in south Iwimbav nil 
30 September P^K3. 

Khajabhai besides operating .• 
fleet of 25 vehicle* which transpon 
liquor from Dharavi and Koliwuda to 
various ports of »hu city, has a num¬ 
ber of assets. These include the 
Zenith Restaurant in Koliwada Uhe 
joint strangely operated witbm lOOm 
of a church, violating rule*), Beijing 
Hotel, flats in dordar Nagar amJ 
Matunga, distilleries at Khajawadi 
and Varajansgar, a rubber pluntu 
rion at Kalladikode in Palghar and a 
palatial bungalow at ChandranHgar 
also in Palghai. 

Soma, who was once duteiinedwith 
Khaja under the Slumlords and Boo¬ 
tleggers Dangerous Activities Act, 
has also found fortune in the city A 


I director of tbc Punjab and Sind Co- 
op«-raTise Bank. ‘Suma 

I* linked with a fleet of vehicles 
w h ic h ai e 'egistered in the name of a 
mechanic, for whom he stood surety 
for (he bank loan. Soma and Tillu, 
I who runs a social welfare group. Jai 
I Bhnwam Mandal, on railway land, 
[ have Kith converted two-room resi- 
! dences into flats, by extending them 
( into Maharashtra Housing Board 
' land. 

( 

i While tiie empire prospered with 
I impunity, the counterforces and 
[ news media looked on silently. There 
: were no criminal recces, neither 
I were there any proves offences 
, against the don to write about. The 
, don's henebmen. meanwhile, over- 
stepped the limits and often had 
brushes with the law, but their prob- 
: lems were sorted out with the best 
I legal aid available. 

I Forruoe, however. did not smile for 
I long. On 27 March 1983. the Directo- 
I rate of Revenue Intelligence (DM) 

I seized contraband video cassettes 
I and textiles worth Rs to lakhs at 
' Dhamankhol in Raigad, where smug¬ 
gling activities had been shifted to, 
after the pobce crackdown in sub¬ 
urban Bombay. The arrest of 18 per¬ 


sons including Ulhas (Ihosiilkur. edi¬ 
tor of the Rarnwgifv Tirne^ and the 
seizure of a van belonging to the 
Bombay Tamilur Pcrvai. founded by 
Varadarajan led ihe trail ui the Hon 
The residences of Khaja, Some and 
VaradarajHii were simiWiancniislv 
raided by ihe DRI Nvoily a month 
tutor, Varadarajan was released on 
bail by the Ratnagin magistrate 
while Khaja got a stay ordci from the 
Calcutta High ( oiiri. With the raid 
and the arrests, the don’s link with 
crimes was established for Ihe first 
time. 

Though some instances established 
his powerful links, the ciudcl was 
shaking. This, coupled with a deter¬ 
mined bid by rhe police to crush his 
fiefdom. has further shaken up the 
crumbling empire. Even officers who 
had once received his favours were 
used to raid and demolish his net 
work. Tot utherK on hii once 
favoured list. Judgment day has come 
and ii is (Hybndy's guess when the 
don will be caught Meanwhile, 
white-faced panic, heralded by the 
summary »-uspan«ion of the two 
aenior inspectors, has gripped the 
Bombay police. 
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Husain: Maqbool and Fida 


Assassinations is Iho thomo of the orfist s latest exhibitjon, and the paintings 
have created a ma/orslir A lookot the work ond Iheextraordinory man with a 
brush in his hand, a twinkle in his eyes and o commitment in his heart. 




J'. 












fW WMfMf c« mMy of Ki <ottcclh« firill 












Mrs Ctiidhi borders this side of ido¬ 
latry. must have suffered when she 
was assassinated. To withstand it 
what else could he do but Rive ea* 
pression to his grief through his 
medium of painting? 

In doing so he haSi inevitably 
perhaps, pondered over other lead¬ 
en and heroes whose lives have been 
similarly cut short in this our violent 
century. The result is a series of 
paintings drawn on the sombre 
theme of assassination. Since he has 
mostly chosen—in fact aJl eacept 


__ 

0 nans9U lo Ptther ftnehafi.” The 
drawings in the first—collages in 
conception and composition—were 
depiction of sainiJy compassion and 
love. The second series was an 
artist's tribute to creativity. The 
paintings on assassination ere wholly 
different in temper end inspiration 
from both. The immediaev u( its 
relevance to our threatened and inse¬ 
cure existence deserves an apprecia¬ 


tion from a wider circle of viewers 
than art critics and the cognoHcenti. 

A look 4t the persons Husain has 
portrayed in death or at the itoint of 
dying is revealing. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Indtra Gandhi, Kennedy, Lumumba, 
Che Guevere, Allende, Mujibur Kah- 
man, Trotsky; polUical leaders all, 
assassinated because of their beliefs, 
actions or preachings. But Husain's 
treatment of their martyrdom has no 


of John F. Kennedy 
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o endorsemeut from the 
artist is needed to say that 
M. F. Husain's paintings, 
which were exhibited re¬ 
cently at the Tata Centre in Calcutu, 
have been an outcome of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi's death. One can imagine the 
shock Husain, whose admiration of 


rwo^^pollticai leaders as his subject, 
the theme becomes a statement with 
a political overtone. And coming as it 
dMS, from one who is regarded as the 
greatest living Indian painter, it 
assumes an importance which goes 
beyond questions of painterly qual¬ 
ities or artistic merit. 

Husain has exhibited thematic 
series of paintings before. In the two 
exhibited in the past at the Tata 
Centre itself one was on Mother 
Teresa and the other entitled *'From 
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political colurariun. red or black, no 
analyticdl Lonient of cause and con¬ 
sequence. The mclusiun of Lorca and 
John Lennon in thi> (idllery of mar¬ 
tyrs underlines his Jismiere^t in the 
nature and direction of the forces 
which the assassindtod ftenerated 
and which culminated m what Shaw 
doMnbeti as a final and extreme 
form uf censorship. They were heroes 
who ^ave some meaning tu people's 
lives and received, in return, love, 
adfirarion. trust, hatred and enmity. 
Their ossMssinatiun is a mortal 
wound inflicted mu to an individual 
bur to ideals, beliefs and faith What 
I found sirikmit, a little discnncemnfi 
even, •>> ihai whik Huvain suffers the 
wound anti the pain there is no 
cuiiilemnaiuui. The colours, the lines, 
the compo.sitions arc pulsaUriit and 
yet unumphatk, wen tranquil. Does 
he not, ii stivmvJ to me. warn to 
shame us for the “foul oiid midnight 
murders*''" Dues he not want us to he 
horrifivcl and in our horrur he pro* 
foundl.v toncerned and questioning? 


I For &o horrendous a theme as assas* 
j sination of great men, the paintings 
i vrere strangely calni, almost serene. 

Husain is, of course, too great a 
painter to need the aid of abstraction 
• or rhetoric id express his emotions 
i however intense. 1 have seen and 
known how with rmly a few brush 
strokes he can light up hidden cor¬ 
ners of the mind. But here the sub- 
I >ect is to<i disturbing for easy accept- 
. a nee of the economy he adopts, or 
the assurance he conveys in a white 
surface with two palm imprints and 
I Tagore's words on C. R. Da s's death to 
the tfffeii ihai dying you gifted awa> 
your immnriaUty. For. the dimension 
ihat violence has assumed in our 
times makes essasstnatiun a part of a 
j process graver than the taking of an 
I individual life however revered and 
precious 

This brings me to record anoiher 
personal reaction. If Husain—as I 
presume has been thg case—was 
shocked by Mrs Gandhi's assassina- 
t III n I nt o stepping on t o a road h it her- 


to untrodden by him then the jour¬ 
ney is not likely id end, nor the 
purgatory be over, with reckoning of 
the killing of the jireat and the noble. 

Of the thirty-odd paintings in the 
cxhjbiiivn. only three are on large 
canvases in which acrylics and strong 
hues have been used. One of them is 
not on ihe martyred eminent hut on 
the asphyxiating and abrupt ending 
of lives of unknown men and dumb 
animals at Bhopal. It is a logical 
extension of the theme *-0^ what 
happened at Bhopal was assassinu' 
lion, no less, of thousands of people 
And he>e only Husain, almost in 
spite of himself, evokes nur stuisc of 
horror and accuses siniety uf ir.s 
colKctive guilt ff his luve and 
empathy foi human bemgs and his 
adoration of life and joy have been 
overwhelmed by Bhopal, can he nuw 
shut recall of Auschwirt and 
Hiroshima? 

Jt. 0. 


A Portrait of an Artist 


For Hu.suin llu? ( tinvos i.s nof eitouj^F 


H ow do you define a man like 
M. F. Husain who walks out 
of his home, promising his 
chIJdren he will be back in 
half an hour after a cup of tea at the 
dliaMa across the street tin Delhi) 
and returns more than a month later? 
lie suddenly felt like going to Muha 
halipuram and he did. Husain, the 
wuniicrirg mo^tlv baiclooi—pain 
ter poet lover is like a kite fluttering 
high in the skv; tug at ii a bit hard 
und II lircnks a wav 
This wanderlust has its origins in 
Husain's cliildhiiod. He was h<»rn in 
1915 ai Pdiidhurinir. Maharashtra 
I Husain liiinself gives the date of 
binh js 17 September but then 
quickly says '‘If is an unngjnary 
dale, 1 am a Leo") When he was six 
months old lus mother died When he 
w.i.s MX years old he lust his only * 
emuiioiul anchor his paternal 
grandfather. His father remarried 
around that lime Sour after, Kusain 
was sent to Siddhpur m Gujarat, 
where his mutcmal grandfather was 
the head uf a religious sect. From 
there the rolling stone was sent to a 
ritadarsa in Haroda. Back in Indore, 
whorv Husain's father. Fida Husain, 
had moved .some time after Husain's 
birth and where he worked as an 
accouiiiHoi m a group uf textile milit, 
the futuri' painter hecame, literally. 


the bov on the streets. He would set 
out with food and his paints on a 
bicycle and that lantern {enshrined 
in &ome uf his works) and paint intn 
the night, often waiting for the dawn 
which would give his paintings that 
hazy touch nf mystery r 

Cinema, spectacle and fancy I 
clothes were his forbidden pleasures, j 
He was allowed to see films twice a ! 
year: on the occasion of the two Ids. 
Bui >luM»n followed his father one 
night to the cinema hall and at the 
door told him that he should be 
allowed to see the film. “This fa«ina« 
lion with the world of celluloid was 
lo lead him to Bombay where he 
became a billboard painter in 1937. 

The other forbidden pleasure was 
clothes. Husain coveted a pair of red 
silk socks. But being one of eight 
children, the red silk socks remained 
a fantasy until he asked his uocle for i 
money one evening. Husain was , 
beaten up chat evening with chains 
by his father. The Husaio of today, 
antelope sgin trousers in winters 
abroad, kwtas or white denims in 
summers, picks up a pair of costly 
shoes in Geneva and leaves them 
behind. 

The third forbidden pleesure: (he 
various festivals and Ram Lilas 
which his family—Sulaiaaoi 
Bohras-^id not exactly approve of. 


Or, evt n the <pevTuclc of the miigrnfi- 
ceni (riiia processions of ih« feudal 
city of Indore. Ills famous horses and 
his mythological figure.s were hnin in 
those days They are pan of his 
ever-expanding encyclopaedia of im¬ 
ages 

The boy*in-the-streets metamorph* 
osed not tor) long afterwards into the 
billboard painter irnmunahsing the 
likes of Neseem Banu or Suhrah Mod) 
on cinema hoardings m sweeping 
baroque images 40 feet above the 
ground (two cans of paint Jianging 
from his big toes} by day. and sleep¬ 
ing on the footpath of Faros Road 
junction at night. Those were the 
romantic days. Husain almo.st 
reached the pinnacle of this protes- 
sion when he was second only to the 
maestro of billboard painters in the 
profession. Bhide. 

In 1941. he married I'asila. the 
daughter of the woman who stayed in 
the building opposite his corner of 
the footpath. His future mother-in- 
law had felt sorry for him and asked 
him to eat with the family. For seven 
years. Husain worked for a firm 
which made children's furniture and 
toys and generally lived the life of a 
householder. A turning point could 
have been his trip to Mathura in 
1941, On his back-to-the*rooi< jour¬ 
ney to dasiical an. Husain r>f(an soys 
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Thai the three moit important influ¬ 
ences On his work are classical sculp¬ 
ture. especially of the Gupta period, 
the BashoU school of miniature paint* 
ing for the bold colours and absence 
of perspective, and the folklore cul¬ 
led from the fiestas and festivals of 
life. 

On the journey from the roots to 
the gods and gfHldosses who people 
myths and legends and who are not 
too far fn>m the wellsprings of Indian 
culture, it was not loo big a step to 
becoming a founder-member of the 
Prugressive Artists Gruup m 1947. 
The group waged a war for indi* 
vidudlity nnd «> remove the shackles 
of revive I i.sm and British academic 
arc. it was a fight which Kusain still 
seems to be carrying on. espenally In 
his tirades against the arbiters of 
taste in con temporary India. The 
assiissinatwm series he is currently 
engaged in puinrmg does n<a make 
Inm si.*e icd as readily as present •day 
managers of art and culture. Husain 
li ai his angry best when talking 
about the coming fesTival« of India in 
France and in the United States 
**Hupul .layakar says that vhc is an 
authority. Sne thinks ihar only what 
was done 5.000 years ago is all right 
end that nothing being done today is 
, worth anything. She reminds me ab¬ 
out the story of the iiwl, the symbol ol 
wisdom. There was a blind owl who 
would just keep walking straight and 
everybody thought that the owl was a 
giMni and followed it. The owl walked 
{ into a ditch, the rest of them fol* 

I lowed.'* 

Huxain is going to have yet another 
salon de refuse, this time in the home 
of such Sttloiis: Paris. There he will 
hold a "sid'.'shuw" of his new 
Mahahhuraiti senes which he will 
paint in Paris, probably a little be¬ 
fore the year of India in France 
begins. 

T o get hack to Husain’s life. In 
1950. Husain heid his fu^t one- 
man show, one of which was sent to 
the Salon de mai m Pans. From then 
on he was not short of patrons and 
guides: Schlesinger who bought 
numerous works of the group, espe¬ 
cially those in need for Rs SO or Rs 
100, Von Leyden, the an critic of the 
Times of India, and iacer on Homi 
Bhabha. There was, of course. Badri* 
vishal Pitti in Hyderabad, who still 
has some of Husain's classics. In 
1953. 15 of his works were shown at 
the Venice Bienniale. In 1955, he 
won the Latin Kala Award, in 1959 an 
award at the Tokyo Bienniale. The 
Padma Bhushan came in 1973. A high 
point was in 1971 at the Sao Paulo 
Bienniale when Husain had a one* 
man show. Picasso too had an exhihi* 
tion on at the same time. PicasM 
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never vrent to S«o Paulo, and the 
other maestro left in e huff because 
the Indian Aml*a«sador to Brasil did 
noi go to Sao Paulo. According in 
Husam. the Ambassador later filed a 
report stating that he did not attend 
the inauguration because the painter 
was ‘‘dead drvnk.** Husain's great 
rice rs drinking endless cups of tea. 

In 1957, Husain won the Golden 
Bear at the Berlin FUm Festival for 
his film, Througii (he eyes of a pam* 
ter. By the Seventies, Husain had 
become the topic ol discussion In 
many drawing rooms in metropolitan 
cities. Some would even come up to 
The painter (who docs not know how 
to say no) with bits of cloth and ask 
him to paint them a canvas to match 
their curtains and sofas. 

The price of a Husatn began to be 
measured by the number of square 
inches. Ntfwiy-vred couples would tot¬ 
al the money received for the wed 
ding present to buy a Husain. Husain 
became internationally known as 
well as a household name. Paying 
rupees one lakh for a Husain was not 
an impossibility. Even his doodles 
now sell. And as the name of Husain 
grew, so did the legend about the 
artist who never spends more chan 
three weeks in a city. While bis work 
through the various series evolved 
and accumulated its own vocabulary 
of images, symbols and metaphors 
(those horns, he chuckles, are only 
for the fools who buy them), so did 
the little myth about hU own life his 
car. painted with horses or gopis and 


Krishnas, hi> harcfiK'i piTamhula 
tions, his sirikmg clotho. the vunous 
myths uhout his luck of punciuulily 
the never wears u waichi. his 
vanishing habits (he borrowed a new 
car from Nalwar .Singh, pia^enrly 
minister of state for steel "for a 
minute" and returned it after a 
week; he had gone to Kunporj his 
generosity ihv gave awav an entire 
collection of paintiiuis lo u Czech os* 
lovak woman he Tell in Uivc wnh. 
Marie /.urkova. in Pniguo, his ;ier 
forming shows, while the director of ! 
4 Czech museum delivered his 20- I 
miriute speech. Husam hud liiiisbed | 
a huge canvas, moving from left to j 
right and not going hack onre, and 
his >|>ec‘d in paimtng his brush 
moves With the same ease us the 
hands of the w-omen of Madhuiian 
when they paint iheit walls). 

One could go on and uii about this 
phenomenon called Husain who has 
variously been doscrilwJ as ,i charla¬ 
tan. genius, iconoclast and a gypsy. 
The lasting image of Husain ts of a 
mail mure interested in the process 
of painting than in the finished work 
itself, i<s) much of a painter m a 
huriTT CO noi lose ilie ouiusli uf im* 
ages than i connoiseur of art. A man 
for whom ihe canvas is not enough 
Husain >s very where and uniy time 
IS going to sift the worthwhile from 
this magnificent pamtiug machine 
fur whom painting is breathing ur hfe 
itself. The paint brush is the must 
faithful companion on his journey. 
Medfw JaM 
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'The Price of My Paintings Lies 
in the Eyes of the Beholder’' 


M.F. Husain toJcl Madhu fain 


Matiboitl Fid a Hass in. TO-going-cn- 
19. has nev^r Ifeen considarid a 
politU’ai ffainter Or evan a poUtKal 
penon. Rather, this prolific artist 
who patnt3‘ jxi a rush as if rhare wart 
no tomorrows iha ts often called 
Indio'i Picasso}, is occasionally criti- 
chi'd for being comfortably on the 
right aide of the estabiishmtnr—hfs 
playful irreyerenee in the world of 


and sat on the edge This was hSrs 
Gandhi ia bfWiant orange and red: 
sixteen red petals for the bullet 
holes. Talking about it. Husain mum¬ 
bled into his Biblical snow-white 
beard: "Almost like steeping beauty, 
isn’t she?" Would she eyer wake up, 
we ask? "There is no prince charm¬ 
ing in Indian pofirjcs,** replied ha. 
And the uiteniew begins, with fits 



• HHuia: **1 ■m Holiifl lod IKtlf" 

art notwithstanding. Husain's w<^ks 
have always been powerful state- 
mants on the fiinnan situations, even 
though they are not overt//pofir/c«f. 
But during the last decade, his 
themes have been decidedly politic¬ 
al. There was his series on the 
Emergency, on terronein in the early 
Eighties and now. poat-32 October 
1984. on assass 2 nation~~-¥fhether it 
be of Mrs Cendbi or the common man 
(Sikhs in the aftermath of Mrs (San¬ 
dhi's 05 S 8 i 5 /nenon, Bhopal gas vic¬ 
tims. etc). When Sunday met ifuMin. 
he between two exhibitions: the 
assassiiidtioii set ies in Cahutta (asosi 
of which had bean sold) and tha 
coming exhibition in Delhi He was 
yet to make most of tha paintings. 
Chances are that the paint will still 
be wet when the exhibition begins: 
ha paints on a where-is-as-it basis. 

Typically. Husain rolled our the 
^<^r#en /oo/ Indira Gandhi asses- 
liiiairioo p#r>fiA^ on the grau ovtsida 


and starts over three days—following 
the moods and restless barv feet of 
M.F. Husain. 


Q i HTien did you paint Mrs 
bantfhi's assassination? 

Ar The day after. ! went lo 
Trimurti House, came home 
aod began to paint. I finished in two 
to three hours. 

Q: Mrs Gandhi does not look as if 
she is dead... 

A: I wanted it to be a suspended 
image—not dead nor alive—only her 
presence. As you can sec. all 1 have 
drawn is her sari, there is no body in 
between, there are no feet, although 
there is a face in repose almoM like 
Sleeping Beauty. 

Q: TTsere is a watch on her wrist 
and the tiioe is 9.20. What is the 
significance of the hand? 

A; It is a Questioning hand. Veh 
Jrya hei, kyon hue (why is this ha^ 


peningl? The hand is important, it is 
a inudra. 

Q: The fence at tha bottom looks 
parficv/ar/y threarening 

A; There is a fence like this near 
where she fell, I made it more 
poiiited as )f they are daggers. And 
the body which has been corn is a 
body aiier torture like the painting f 
did of Gandhi. There is ho blood. 

Q: What abrut the GendAi 
painting* 

A: The body is like a piece of paper 
which has been torn and thrown 
away. The head is drawn away from 
the rest of the body. 

Q: What is the goat doing thara? 

A; It is the symbol of non violence. 
Gandhi even took a goat to London 
when he went for the Round Table 
Conference... the stick below is 
broken, just like a bone I am particu* 
Jarly satisfied with this painting; It 
has said all about 20th century assas* 
sinaiions! ibis was the major one, I 
had done a painting on the CpAdhi 
assassination during the Gandhi 
centenary for the Gandhi Peace 
Foundation, but they refused to take 
it. They had wanted a portrait, not a 
Gandhi, falling, his cane falling. This 
ppintinjt is now in a museum in 
Boston... 

Q Why is it that of all the assas- 
sinations during tha last few yeans, 
Mrs Gandhi's sparked off your 
series? 

A: This was the most dastardly. To 
kill a woman, and in that treacher* 
ous, heinous way. Sever has this 
happened in world hiacory. Indira 
Gandhi's favourite song was Ekia 
ehalu re (1 will walk alone) and hare 
she is ekJa. .with nothing else but her 
hand. A woman's hand whidi one 
should protect, not... 

Q. Does this mean that you are 
becoming involved in poiitfcs^ 

A. You have to be involved. Earlier 
there were puUiical msirden: in v«' 
rious kingdoms sons killed fathers. 
But 20th century murders are diffa* 
rent; they have changed.tha course 
of history...Stalin had Trotsky killed, 
JFK was killed by some partita, 
Allande was killed by the AmgricaM. 
When 1 chose this ihema I wa* aware 
oi tha fact that ] could have palnidd.< 
just Mrs CaiiOhl. but. L vaatad th ,* 
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make the series univenai. I treated 
the subject on a human level. No> 
body has the right to kill anybody 
whether he is a tyranti a leader or a 
common man in the street. 

Q: What about your pohticat affi 
iiattons? 

A: I do not believe in any political 
party. 1 believe in individuals like 
Gandhi or John Kennedy; they are 
more effective than parties. Ideoltn 
gies change. Look at Marxism: the 
Chinese have said that it has become 
obsolete and has to be adopted to 
changing times. Two or three years 
ago 1 wanted to paint a portrait of the 
20 th century: people m literature, 
music, dance...scientists, hut the 
assassinations came in between... 

Q: Perhaps, these are the true 
portraits of our century. What a hour 
Ram Mnnohar Lohia ? You ere said to 
have been close ro /irm.^ 

A: Zfnda dU ke the. He wav in* 
terested in art, in eating, .we used to 
eai in Jamma Masjid. Whenever 1 did 
a portrait of Pandii Nehru. Lohia 
never objected. Nor did he ever ask 
me to sign a petition or participate in 
any movement, despite our 
friendship. 

Did he influence you in any 

way? 

A: \ met him in Hyderabad through 
Badnvishal Piitii the first man to 
help me. One day he.told me; 'You 
paint Birla and Tata, why don't you 
paint the Ramayana not with a lial^t 
around it or as folklore.' 'Our cul* 
ture«' he told me 'was tied to the 
Ramayaua or to the villages.' So, I 

did 100 paintings on the epic... 

Q: And vour famous horses? 

A: I never left the aawan of horses* 
...the horses of imagination run fast 
and are hard to control. Actually, 
there is so much material but our 
minds have been spoiled by western 
education, especially the artist's It 
was, therefore, important to go to the 
Ramayana-^\o our roots to enrich 
the imagery with the Rumayana. 
Then there is the Mahabbardte I 
wanted to take those images jnd 
place them in today’s context, not 
just to illustrate it. 

Q: How did you meet Pandit 
Nehru? 

A: Nehru loved art but he did not 
understand too much about it His 
interest was there because of Zakir 
Hussain. What a man Hussain Sahab 
was? He came to an exhibition and 
introduced himself thus: Mujhe bhi 
Hussain kehte hein {they call me 
Hussain too). 

0 : WTiar has influenced you.’ 

A: There are so many. M) firsi 
portrait from the Ramayana was of 
Havana doing the golden age 
dance«-all those hands and limbs. I 
wasted to show the energy. I was 


always fascinated by the naotankis. I 
was always being told nor to go to the 
Ram Lila: Kya dekh rahe ho (What 
are you looking at)? they would Nuy 
at home. But I loved ii: the costumes, 
the stage .. When I did my 40*fooi 
Shivji ki haraf painting. 1 pui in all 
the bhuoths. witches bhayanak Jen- 
wars. 1 touk all these paintings to a 
village *iear Hyderabad and 
arranged a meia In the city they do 
not understand hut in the villages 
the children would come for two 
hours every night. I had put ihe 
paintings of Ram Siia and l«axman in 
a bullock can and brought them into 
the Village lo the accompaniment of 
music. Nobody a»ki»d me why so and 
so did nor have an eye <ir a mouth 
They vrere spellbound, as if it were 
all very natural. You see here you 
can pul some orange paint on a sione 
and people call it Hanuman. the 


My anger was directed against ihe 
Angrer I would .see these English 
inspectors on iW road and wonder 
what these strange Englishmen were 
doing there. I made a painting of an 
Englishman with a white hat sitting 
on a chair in a gali. Next to him I 
painted a sleeping dog—I wanted to 
show him as a dug. 

Q: Wbifi about the Quit Mia 
movement? You were in Bombay 
then^ 

A' I made sketches of the time...of 
the panda! from where speakers 
spoke ..Our politicians were the stars 
uf (he rimes. What beauty! Jawahar 
lal Nehru looked like * filmsur. I 
liked Kamala Devi Chartopadhaya, 
Cuhb ka phool thi. Saro^ini Naidu. 
What inieilect, what Jaben. 

Q: How did you live through parti¬ 
tion? 

A: I was m Bombay and I had a 
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svmbol is enou^. the shraddhe is 
there. 

Q Whai about Islamic imagery? 

A. My horses. Duldul was the 
name uf the horse of the Prophet. All 
my imagery is from the epics; my 
roots are there. The epics are alive, 
even today look at the festivals. 

Q: Has your being a Mu^im made 
any difference to your work? 

A: In the villages the difference 
between Hindus und Muslims is not 
really present, especially in the 
South. 

Q: Did you go thiougb a dtfiicult 
time during partition^ Utd it not 
affect the way you though/ or 
painted? 

A: When I was about eleven. 1 was 
in an Islamic boarding school in 
Baroda where wc were given reli¬ 
gious training...But we wore ihadi 
and Gandhi topis. Later, in the late 
iQ‘% and eviy 40't 1 was in Bombay. 


beard. I remember walking down the 
road and people would point lo me 
and ^y 'Pakistani. Pakistani.' In 
1948. J came to Delhi, I walked down 
Janpath and people would say, 
"There he goes. It was tense even in 
Bombay during the riots. But 
whenever people told me not to go 
out. 1 would say why not. Maar denge 
tho mar denge. Ah kya kare, Jisse 
mohabat ho gaye. (if they kill me, 
they kill me. What can 1 do now? Now 
that I love this country). 1 was never 
lempted to go to Pakistan. I have no 
vj.sta (relation) with Pakistan. Some 
uf my relatives went there. 1 have no 
contact with them; nor have I ever 
been to Pakistan. Khamakha ka shek 
(unnecessary doubt) Muslim fanatic* 
ism is so dangerous; there is no 
Jewab to this. Nor is there any free* 
dom in a country like Pakistan. 1 am 
an anisi and I want to express my* 
sell. In Pakistan an artist cannot 
make any figures; he has to use 
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painters; the only ^niuses at Sbanti* 
niketan were Tagore 

and Ram Kinkar—the were 

When man a personality, 

I when he has the total force of ex- 
there no need to learn 

^ ^ ' Q Whu about your Emergency 

pamtin^ the ones you were so wide* 

' fy cnticised /or? V.C Shukta 
thetrt e//ective^ as propaganda to 

HHHjHPI^^^W justify Mrs Gandhi’s Emergency. 

j j A: Nobody asked me to make them, 

ll^.** 7.I was in Madras the day Emergency 

P^.( * 1 '''^'^■^A was dedured. That day I began to 

I -' 1 paint ai h ani and did not stop until 6 

I r T pm'^when 1 had finished three six 

paintings of Durga. 
« Rh^irat Mala (thi« was India as a 

^ntan) and Site. I admired Indira 
Gandhi because she did what Jawe* 
^BHPBPr harlaJ Nthru could not do: she ban* 

^ ” ned the Jamaai*e*ls1.tmi and the RSS, 

two cancerous organ > lations. She had 

__ - ■ ______ ihe courage to do this; she was the 

Inter. When we went in an artists real Durgu. Thi^wasnotanactofthe 

delegation to ask him to relax rules Congress Here was one individual 

about the import of colours h« told who took a very bold step. The third 

me: “You are worried about your painting was of Sira, There are four 

dhanda (business) right? Why don't hands pointing accusingly at her; 

you find aomething else lo sell?" there were four opposition parties 

Q: This was your poiirical/y angry then People accused me of support* 

ourburst? ing the Emergency (Points to the 

A: Yes, I made a huge painting of print of the ftharat Mata paintrngi 

hiirwt made him a monkey; he does where Cujarat wou/d logicaUy be 

have big ears, doesn't he (ehaekies located} See this is shaped like a 

/nsscAievousj». breast; the most sensitive part... Af* 

Q: When was the second instance? ter this I did a series on violence and 

A: This was against the revival* terrorism, which I signed Mac Bull, 

ist^all the heads of art colleges Q: When was this and which sub* 
were Bengalis who could not see jects did you treat? 
beyond Abanindranatb Tagore and A: 1982.1 did not focus on any one 
NandalaJ Bose. These were medixre place; Israel. Falklands, Assam, Pun* 

i>b. I was inspired by Bunuel's film, 

\ Obscure Ob;ecf of Defiire All 

assassination 

^ ^ . ^0 a \ ^ these 1 use Amitabh 

^MBB2t ^ Bachchan a symbol of violence, all 

^KKIma ^B that dj>'huin. dishutn. In the same 

j • B series was Phoolan Devi. But 1 dis* 

m her. made her a bit more 

I^^BB B sophisticated. She has a gun her 
9 *^^11 ^ hand but she is standing on a martch 

*' M ipl^tform) and there are mic- 

^ jfl rophones. 

^ Could you tail us more about 
your three faces of Mrs Gandhi, the 
Emergency pain rings ? 

f. ^ A: There was a lot of controversy, 

' » even in New York, Germany. Bedaa- 

/ m/ sahi, naam rho Aua... I remember 

C Pound’s poem on Mussolini in 

I iMl tnat only o which he said that creative people 

woman can nilo India. fascinated by power, evil or 

^ otherwise,., to defeat an evil force 

Bocauao she txaa afcb Mia you have to be equally forceful. 

hMi» aiUkkiihMi-..If 9hM Shakei. in other words? 

Ybs 

d6Oid00 toaot» 8ll0 will Q: much do your painfiags 

not bo detorred. 

The worth of my paintings dc* 
. pasds . if yuu like it, rupees five 
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csillgr«phy. Islam never said no to 
human figures; ii is the mulleh's. The 
univer«ity in Egypt has a record of 
the Prophet’s visit to the Kaaba. 
When he went there, he found im¬ 
ages uf many deities. He had all of 
them taken uut, except one image of 
Mariam. The Prophet said. 'Do not 
remove this ' So how can people say 
there can he no images. The Saudi 
Arabians, the Wahabis, are the ones 
who are cumpletely against images. 

Q . What about Hindu /anetjcism? 

A: Hindu fanatics have learned 
frum Muslims. It is now a worldwide 
phenomenon; the Christians are wak¬ 
ing up now. 

Q. Cvmmuoutism is certarnfy con* 
ragtous... 

A. It has to do with a loss of faith. 
People want to cling on to something, 
some ideology People have become 
disiilusioneil with Marxism. These 
forces come and sweep away every* 
Ching-'Onlv time can stop these 
winds. Great civilisations have been 
wiped out. 

Q: Can we talk about your paint¬ 
ings with puh'rjcaf themes. What ab¬ 
out the series you did on Bang¬ 
ladesh? 

A: 1 made 15 feet by six feet 
paintings. One was of a tank, 1 put a 
flower on it. Another was of a Bengali 
woman emerging; this was Indira 
Gandhi in a Bengali sart-^n image 
of DangJddesh. Latei, several artists 
went on a truck collecting money for 
the widows in Bangladesh. 

Q: Well, then you do depict current 
affairs in yvur own fashion. 

A: When Morarji Dasai was chief 
minister (of Maharashtra), he was a 
sakhr dushman (tough enemy). He 
was against modem art. He fell it 
was a fad which would go sooner or 
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Mhs is too Uctlci il you do not, 
rupaos five is too much. Th« price is 
ui th« eyes of the beholder. 

Q: HTier is your nejtr senes oof 

A: On the nj. I wouid like to treat 
the British nj like a comic strip. 
.They became cancatures. I do not 
want to paint a political history of 
the British re/—what was good or 
bad->-flone of that. Bui 1 would like to 
depict the visual aspect... When I was 
a child in Indore I saw how the 
Maharaja (of Holkar) would behave 
in front of the British collector...all 
these Khan Bahadurs and Rais were 
traitors. Lohia used to call them 
*roady baches.* The British left, but 
the ertgrenar remained: the choa’ 
hesn in the mornings, the bedr hasris 
■re still there. 

Q: What else did Lohia impress 
upon you.^ 

A: When I was given the Padma 
Bhushan in 19B3. he asked me to 
return it. 

Q: Do you believe that wt an 
entering a naya tamana with Rajxv 
Gandhi? 

A: Yes. Look what he said in the 
Sunday interview: I have come but I 
will go back if I cannot menage. The 
last elections were significant. The 
course of history has been changed. 
The values of Che 30s, 40i and SOs 
have become obsolete. 

Q; Do you think India is nady for 
damocracy? 

A: Is there any democracy in tho 
United States? Yes, In the Constitu* 
tion. But who killed AJlende and 
Che? What do the secret organisa¬ 
tions of powerful countries do to 
remain in power? I feel that a good 
man is needed at the helm of affairs, 
like Gatidhiji. He was never power- 
hungry. 

And Pandit Nehru 

A: Apnt nawab the... nayar %hati/ 
admi (He was like s natvab; a very 
honest man',. He had an angraii tari- 
qa (English ways). He was a bit bke 
the member of a royal family, re^l 
in attitude. But he was not a potiri* 
cian, rather a vision ary^what hopes 
he had for the country! 

Q: And Indira Gandhi? 

A: She is the most powerful woman 
in the history of the 20th century. 
When she begen. we thought sbe 
could do nothing. But look at how she 
evolved—meth^ically end not by 
any chance—there were so many 
people out to destroy her. But she 
emerged...shakri. Woman power 
cones in here. Once you have that, 
nobody can stop you; Goli maar ka 
hata diya, par uia kya hota hat (A 
buUat mi^t have removed her but 
what doas that do?) 

Q: Can India only ba ruled by a 
woman? 

A: 1 feel that only a woman can 
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rule India. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because she has aid, rid hai. 
shakti hai (she is stubborn end has 
strengih). If she decides to act. she 
will not be deterred. Nehru had shar- 
afat, bear maan late the. Indira Gan¬ 
dhi wa* alone, she thought alone, 
walked alone... akia €hah re. 

Q: tn your list of good painters m 
India, you do not name a single 
woman. Woman can rule but not 
paint? 

A: The potenrial is there. Then w« 
did haveAmrita SherCtll. A woman 
can become Prime Mioister. Presi¬ 
dent. great actress and even Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher. But her biggest role 
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I love wonien f>*oiii the 
of eight to 

80...Perhaps mj face is 
suoh. The fault is with 
Qod: he gave me a 
Caaasupvataoe. 



IS that of a mother. Man cannot even 
become e father, he ha^ no part m 
the birth of a child. There is nothing 
like a woman. Even the Prophet said 
char the first person to step into 
dennar {heaven) would be a woman.! 
suppose The first step to hell would 
atjso be taken by a woman. Every¬ 
where she will be the first, whether it 
IS heaven or hell. 

Q: I believe rhet you are planning 
to make a full feature frJm? 

A’ Yes. in black-and-white and a 
silent movie...There js no script yet 
but [ have two or three characters 
related to certain situations. 

Q: Have you cast the film yat? 

A: No. But I would like to have 
Smita Patil; she fits my concept of a 
certairi lorn—slightly rugged and 
yet sophisticated. She is the ideal 
image in my mind; nut the sweet and 
pretty kind. I used to see her when 
she read the news in Bombay. I liked 
her face from rhai time, although I 
have never met her 

Q . So, wa coma back to the subject 
of women... 

A: Woman is very important, espe¬ 
cially in the Indian context; here it Is 
shakti. The West had most of its 
important sculptures of man: Apollo, 
the various Greek gods. We have our 
goddesses. 

Q: We also have brides being 
burned. You have nor done any work 
on airocitie' on women? 

A: No. I hii^e not. But I love women 
so much...perhaps I should have. 

Q: There is (his image of a Casano¬ 
va about you. 

A: Well...I love women from the 
age of ei^c to eighty,. .What can I do 
about this reputation? Perhaps my 
face is such. The fault is with God; he 
gave me ■ Cetanove face. But 1 feel 
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that even in excess, of love, there 
should be disdpiine» with the emo¬ 
tions. Othenvi^. there is dissipation. 
There should be a sort of order. I do 
not like to treat a woman as an object 
or as just a companion. 

Q: This smirch—this quest for the 
woman or women-^coatd this be be- 
cause you lost vour morher when you 
were a baby? 

A: Perhaps. When I was sii 
months, my mother died. There was 
no other woman at home Just my 
dada and my chacha who was unmar¬ 
ried. Whan 1 was six. my father 
re*married. My step mother was edu* 
cated. she was aood to me. But 
psychologically, t never accepted 
her For years 1 lived with my dada. 1 
was literally on the streets; I only 
came home to sleep. This is where I 
must have got my wandering habit 
from; who was I to go home to. And 
this lack of a mothrr might have 
been what draws me to women. 

Q: Vou mean an tnner loneliness 
undei all your exuberance’ 

A; Ves, an inside sadness. I have 
six childrerw^two boys and four girls, 
but 1 always stay out, I love my 
children; but 1 am detached. My 
children are all all right. But t never 
used to worry about them; \ always 
felt that what had to be. would be; 
they should be sUnwed to grow 
naturally... Fortunately my wife is 
traditional and disciplined. If she 
had been like me tbo bas khatam 
(finished). It is a good combination 
She would always ask the children or 
me where we were going. I told her to 
put a black board on the door on 
which any of us could write where we 
were going. No need to ask bear, bear 
where vnu are going. 

Q: Are you as urtconve/t/jonai in 
your relations ujth your family? 
What about your re/af/onsbxp wirb 
your children? 

A; My daughter had a very uncon¬ 
ventional wedding, it was in a park in 
Bombay. 1 sent all the relatives cards 
on which I had made Shiv and Parva* 
ci. both of them nude; Shivji is hold* 
ing the breast of Parvati in one hand. 
The Muslims were shocked by the 
invitation. This daughter is in Mad¬ 
ras now. 1 draw designs, she gets 
wooden blocks made and prints saris 
with them. 

Q: Husain sahab, don t .you feel you 
are doing too marry different things? 

A: No. 1 might vrork in different 
mediums, but the basis is the samfr— 
whether it be textiles, tapestries, 
films murals. I still feel that I am 
doing too U(tU; my capacity is much 
more, so much more. I feel I should 
run 20 things limulianeously...One 
should go beyond the techniques, ii 
should be on the tip of the fingers; 
the struggle is one of vision that is 


within. Therefore, it is impmani to 
go through experiences. This is the 
reason why I travel. The important 
thing is simplificatioA: I imbibe 
things, make sketches and then sin* 
plify; one can gel carried sway by 
technique. To eliminate is the most 
important, to come to the mini¬ 
mum—that is art. If you see my 
Mother Teresa paintings—there is no 
face, no body, just the folds of the 
sari, the loving folds.. This was not 
jchanak (sudden) I learned this 
from Italian paintings. Look at 
Michelangelo: there was no need for 
3 (ace to say anything; the folds said 
it. In my senes on the Andhra cyc¬ 
lone which I called cyclonic silence, 
U is all black— there are bodies 
floating, but I put one white sheep— 
it was the only element oi hope. 
People came to the exhibition and 
they would cry. This image had only 
one or two elements in it. 

Q: Like your assassination senes? 

A: There was no blood, no bullets. 
But I feel that 1 have not completed 
It; they are literary incidents. I want 
to change the form and simplify it, 
Gandhi is the only one I am satisfied 
with—and to some extent Indira Gan* 
dhi* (he rest are too literal 

Q: To return once again to pofiricx. 
a subject you keep running away 
from. This hhakli cult, or charisma 
which seems to be very widespread 
in India, could you say something 
about this? 

A; This is a worldwide trend. The 
rightists are coming into power 
everywhere—rightists for me means 
fascism. Morarjj Desai is a fascist. He 
says he is a Gandhian—the way lie 
talks. But if power were in his hand 




The ri^htlete ere 
coming into power 
everywher^^rl^htiete 
for me meane faeoiem. 
Morazji Deeai ie a 
faadat. 


for ten years he would change Hin¬ 
dustan. This man has disguised Ms 
fascism in the name of Gandhism, 

Q: rhen. coming back again to 
Gandhi... 

A: Gandhi was not a political think¬ 
er. He did. however, identify with the 
common man. Bui later, bringing in 
bhakri and prayer was baclrwaas 
(nonsense).. To b^ome a saint, that 
is what ihe effort was towards. This 
was not politically relevant. But of 
course, he did do the work he had 
come to do. He is a major figure in 
wurld history because of his concept 
4of nun-violence 

Q: You have nor been described as 
u political artist, but your paintings 
alien make digs at the rich. In your 
drawings of Assam you have written 
these lines: "She resides in her tat¬ 
tered shroud. An tenderly plucked 
tea leaves ^ being cruelly roasted 
the diamond studded Marwari ladies 
roll around giggling." 

A: Ves. the Marwaris own many 
plantations. Cbqs Siya hai (Marwaris 
have squeesed Calcutta dry). They 
are villains, including Mr Birla. The 
only honest industrialist is Tata. 
There was a wedding in Hyderabad 
*and MrBifla asked me: 'Why do you 
make all ourdevis anddevtas nudeV 
Then, he pointed to those marble 
sculptures made in Jaipur of Radha 
and Krishna and says: 'Why don't you 
paint things like this: there is so 
much sbenri in them...' After saying 
this he points to the people present 
at the wedding and adds. 'How would 
all these people look if you saw them 
nude?' What a thing to sayf 

There must be a taboo about 
not seeing a body tutully nude, even 
of your wife. Even the Pope has said 
that you should not look at your wifei 
with lust—then what does one do: ma 
baitha diya (they see the wife as a 
mother). These people are like the 
Pope 

Q: You have been quite irreverenr 
about religion as well... 

A: In 19S6 I did a series on science 
and religion. One of the paintings 
was called Mullah and Mariam; I had 
painted Mariam nude...Then In my 
series on Sufism. I had painted the 
: Kaaba and near ir a donkey. People 
were furious about my having pul a 
donkey next to the Kaabi; a delega* 
tion wen I lu Moiarji Desai—he was 

Prime Minister then. 

Qt You don 'r seem ro care too much 
for maulvis either? 

A: When I was a child, a mauJvi 
used to come home, he used to be 
given peranthas, tea and some 
"malai" (cream) which we were nev¬ 
er given. He used to demand them 
We were angry 
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GUJARAT - 

Anti-reservation Stir Turns Communal 


Eleven die in violent cioshes 


first ticoe in miny years. Riots last 
took place in Teen Darwaja in 1946 
and even in 1969. Jamalpur. thickly 
populated by the poor and lower 
middle class of both communities 
had remained calm. 

This time hooligans had an active 
hand in the riuts. Looting and bum* 
mg of houses and shops were the 
major activities rather than killing 
people. Till 21 March, as many as 210 
mctdenis of arson and looting were 
reported in the city. The attacks 
were clearly well planned First, the 
shops and houses were heavily brick* 
batted. Then burning rags were 
chrovm inside after which the looters 
broke in taking away everything that 
could be carried away. The rest was 
set on fire. The union home minister. 
Mr Chavan. was shown some of these 
''fire^missiles" on 20 March when he 
went round the rioi*tom areas in 
Dariyapur. Kalupur and puvara. 
Rags were tightly tied or sewn 
together to form a compact missile 
which was then dipped into kerosene 
and sec on fire. The burning bundles, 
called kskd§ were then hurled at the 
targets. Final figure were still not 
available as most of the walled city 
areas were placed under indefinite 
curfew from 18 March. The loss 
however is likely to run into lakhs of 
rupees as scores of shops and houses 
of both Muslims and Hindus have 
been gutted. 

The opposition parties have de¬ 
manded a judicial inquiry by a sit* 
ting judge of the Gujarat High Court 
to inquire into the circumstances 
leading to the communal <ots and 


T he street. Mahajanwada Pole in 
Ahmedabad's Kalupur area, was 
gtrewn with rubble and stones. The 
area may well have suffered an ear 
rhquake. But the disaster was no act 
of God but the result of communal 
riots which began on 16 March and 
left till the time of writing. 11 people 
dead in its wake. 

By 22 March, over 1,000 soldiers 
and hundreds of policemen from 
Maharashtra. Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan along with the local con 
stabulary were patrolling the riot- 
torn city. The union home minister. 
Mr 8.B. Chavan. airdashed to Abme- 
debad on 20 March for an on the spot 
study as the rioting had brought back 
memories of the 1969 riots when 
nearly 800 people died .The violenci 
asserted officiels. this time was n<h 
where like in 1969. But though fewer 
lives have been lost, the noting 
appears to be more systematic and 
perfectly timed to catch both the 
police and the new ministry of chief 
minister Mr Madhavsinh Solanki on 
the wrong foot. So badly shaken was 
the government that for three days it 
did not issue any curfew passes, even 
to the press. And yet. one could move 
around the curfew area in a car. Not 
only did the trouble spread fast but 
the targets of the mob seemed to be 
houses, shops and other establish¬ 
ments of people belonging to both 
i,ommuniues *n congested areas of 
Dariyapur, Kalupur, Shahpur, Gan¬ 
dhi Road, Fernandes Bridge. Relief 
Road. Fuvara, Teen Darwaja and 
Jamalpur. Some of these areas ex¬ 
perienced communal violence for the 


what should be done to prevent a 
recurrence. But the home minister. 
Mr Amarsinh Choudhary ha« re¬ 
jected the demand in the Legislative 
Assembly. The opposition leaders 
have alleged that there were a large 
number (atwui 7.UOOI of illegally 
held firearms in Ahmedabad. They 
allege that during the initial hours of 
noting on 18 March one person 
Gauiam Patel, was shot dead but the 
government has denied this Inciddm. 

Besides kakda. the rioters used a 
variety of missiles including acid 
bulbs, soda water bottles, stones, 
knives, an^even cement balls stud¬ 
ded with nails. Bat how the anti- 
reservation stir turned into a com¬ 
munal not remains unanswered. The 
anti-reservation stir, which began on 
17 February in protest against the 
increase in the number of reserva¬ 
tions in jobs and education fur the 
socially and educationally backward 
classes had bean nearly a month old. 
On 16 March, the Solanki govern¬ 
ment postponed the implementation 
of the decision for a year af^ef j)ie 
agitators threatened a Gujarat 
handhand a boycott otexaminafldfis.* 
Although this was a victory for rhe 
agitators wanting a canc'enalipn, 
they were not happy with Just a 
posipunement and decided to go 
ahead with the oandh and the 
I boycott plans. 

The AJJ Gujarat Education Re¬ 
forms Committee (AGERC) of the 
students supported by their guardians 
in the cities, had asked people to 
observe the ha/id.'t peacefully In an 
effort to dramatise theii prutest, a 
call for “sounding the death knell"*, of 
the reservation policy by beating 
rka/j5 at eight pm on 18 March was 
given to the people. The authorities 
believirig that the agitation would 
run its ntual course before petering 
out, failed to take strong preventive 
measures. Although a police contin¬ 
gent had been mustered, most of the 
policemen had not been issued 
hrearms lest a constable might fire a 
round causing a chain reaction. Many 
of the poh« rmen were armed with 
only canes or iathis. 

When the rhahswere beaten on 18 
March, the students protesting (he 
against the reservation policy went 
on the roofti^s to beat their own 
rha/js. As soon as this started, b^k* 
I batting and throwing of Jrakdas be* 
I gan. Nobody still knows who started 


Troops 00 guard la ihe rM-ure dry af Ahaedabod 



it all hut It jppejred |r) be pre* 
pljtiaetl hL'Liiuse the trouble quttkly 
spread t<> i lose bv (m eas of Dariyapur 
and Kalijpur. Wahio on hour, pitch* 
vd batik's W’vre bt'itiK fou^t. At 
10.fU pni on iridefinile curfew was 
ilTip<>sed «iud the |xdiL<’ had to open 
ftre ri nuitilH'T o| ttnies that nipht 
killinj: three peiiplc Another person 
wA<i .staMird to death 

A top olhciol told Si m*«n that the 
state adminisiratum immediHiely 
asked lor police i einlorcements trnm 
nei)shkociiiiii4 vt.ites •irid also re* 
i|uesleii the arms* toi help H> then 
piec lolls looiis were lost and the 
ro/iin>: pji'H uoise Bv noon on 
Mauh, iil>oui 'ttKI tioops had l>een 
deploved and a Lii ue police lorcv was 
on dniv Kui throufthoni the day and 
despite tndefnute curfew, looting 
uiid arson coniimied Bv seven pm 
ilnit (hit the entire walled citv was 
placetl (loilei ail indetiriilc curfew 
and lie police told lu act firmfv and 
noi n> s|),oe tioolile nmkprs There 
are 4 uiflutnie reiuirts about what 
happened un the ni^ht of IK March 
The point' o|»enecJ lire in Dalivjpur 
ivlieii a police pai ly led bv an insT>et 
loK Ml H I. I'amuii. was attacked 
w'lh hitrnniK ra^v and bulbs, soda 
wuiei ImiiiIcs and stones when it 
ined to Intel sene m j street hittle 
botwi'fti (wu RTutips. BurniPfi rags 
wfre also thrown inside nearby 
bouses bv noters and eighi houses 
SCI on fire 

' The walled city of Ahmoriabad. 
buih in U2b A ll. IS an ideal area for 
hit and run laciics and dilficuit fur 
the police to initrnl and cnmiol. The 
roads a>e nainas and wiiKliriK, lead* 
mg in turn oi Idbvnnihiiie streets 
chilled poles, winch •ire even t>arrow 
er and biarich olf into lanes and 
byiane.s 1‘Litiullinu the stceeis are 
dati^eioiks as one vannot see what is 
happening ail arciund A miscreant 
can run olt into anv of the innumcr 
able hv lanes which loin other streets 
and esca|>e The police can also tw 
haiassccf from the nwifiopc of the 
narrow streets without the consi- 
ables pelting anv wisc>t as lo who was 
jitacking them and pieciselv fruen 
w h ic h riHil top h. c e n i he a rmy ja w an s 
iiiilsimiluir w'lih the area faced prob* 
Ivins; gelling last in endJess chass's. 

Alie; the i lots liegari in ilte citv. 
g'ooncM.s began looting and the mobs 
followed sill! Newsmen visnmg the 
aiTeviCil aieds saw shops si ill burn¬ 
ing oKi't lIu' iooiing (%vt'ri when Mi 
Chavan louivd (he citv. sliop> were 
shll sOKHildet ing in the i ocara area, 
having ireeu looted amt set (»n fiiv 
the previous night. Aooihet feature 
proving the invoKemrnt of a lUrge 
number of nniesocMl elements was 
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the svstcmatir Irniiing ol shape con* 
cdining valuables Shops belonging to 
boih Hindus and Muslims were burnt 
down 

Seveial factors coninbiilvd to the 
Mtiiaimn lU'tiiOK <d hand *ihe 
new Inline mtrnsier, Mr Choudhary. 
dill mil have enough time to familia 
rise* himsc'lt wnh eithcu his subordin 
•ih'soi his new office bHure disaster 
siriivk Ills jwflicv commissioner in 
Ahmedabad. Mr V B Jhala. who was 
to rente just helmc the elect tons, 
bad been given an eniensiup end was 
due to leave in a shoit while. He did 
not have tiiiiv tv huild up rapport 
with most of Uiv cop police officials 
which led to more confusion Shock¬ 
ed by the recent illku liquor tragedy 
in Ahmedabad. Mr Choudhary had 
ordered massive raid^ on illicit li 
quor dens in the citv which had put 
ahiiosi all of them temporarily out uf 
business According to the police, the 
I urge nurvdK'r i»f hangc^rs-on in the 
dens who deliver inittles to custom 
ers. or collect monev and pay off 
iruiiiey wete loft unemployed Each 
den would have had 20 to 25 such 
people and they are allegi'd lo have 
begun the arson and looting 

There have been complaints about 
(he police being passive spectators, 
esp«‘cia]ly when distress calls were 
made frnm the old city nn IH and 19 
March On (he other hand, from 2n 
March when the top brass was (old to 
curb (he vivU’nce, people accused 
the police of harsh treatment. Among 
(hose who made these complaints 
was Mr Lalbhai Kundiwala, the Con* 
gressili ML.A from Janalpur. who 
claimed that the police were nee 
dlessfy ruthless in his area He said 
that I Mil icemen had heaten up people 
sleiqsing out on tile pavements in 
Jamaipur where both Muslims and 
Hnului live The police wanled (hem 
to g4't indoors and when thev did not. 
they were Waien up, said Mr Kundi* 
wala. 

The anti reservaiion agitators have 


lieoH'd then invoivcment in the com* 
munal nors and ilivv even susjwnded 
(heir agnmion fnt a few davn. Mean* 
while, the Conge •' .v(Ji leaders have 
Iks'h suggesting th i the cippvsniun 
was it'.s|H)nMhk' loi (he riots. The 
.lag.inmohaii ReJdv Commiasinn that 
intpiiied into (he iVliT riots had idvn- 
I lilt'd sc'Msitivc points in Ahmed a had 
fur spt'ciiic w.itch Hur since that 
iv(>ort wav imblisherl, ,i whole new 
gi'iieiatior o| pidrcc offuiuK has 
(4»me up, who huM' verv little idea of 
the area (hev are resiu»nsilile for By 
22 March, tour daw of arson, looting 
and violence had let I II piniple dead 
and <0 least 2H m.iured Eight werg 
killed in police firings and gne 
by slabbing A tup official pointed 
out that the fact that the number of 
dead m the rioting was low and that 
most ol the killed had died m police 
firings meaiii ihai the forces had 
intervened in lime. 

Hut almost overvone agrees that 
,Miii*v»iiai eieiuents were responsi¬ 
ble foi the riui oig The government is 
now thinking of on Anti Cooiidaism 
Act because the normal police leg¬ 
islation IS not adequate to effectively 
(ackle the griunJas. But more than 
anii-goondaism legislation would be 
needed, Ahmed,dbad. has a popula¬ 
tion of about 20 lakhs of which 
around 3.5 to four lakhs are Muslims 
a maioriiy of whom are poor. Com¬ 
munal riots which bogan in 1$69 
have been frequently causing prote 
lems. There has also been a rise in 
(he aspirations of the poor. As a 
bocinlogisi explained, when asplra- 
lions are not fulfilled, people look for 
CKpUnaitrvns and the easiest ex- 
plaiia(i<in is to blame one section or 
1 fu' Ol hei Ihe la i est m an i f e s i at ion of 
this was the animosity between the 
upi>vi and lower castes even among 
Hindus, j feeiirip which has been 
aggravated by the reliance of pollti* 
cianx un caste and communal votes in 
the past years 
Ti/ttm rnmh. AAmMiohatf 
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HEALTH 


The Silent Killer 


For every patient of meiiingiils rhi'ro 
are as many au 300 carriers who have 
(he bacteria either in their throats or 
nosesbut have not communicated the 
disease. The meningitis bacteria oi 
any carrier can enter the biood cir 
culaiion and cause death within 24 
hours. 

Medical practitioners treating 
meningitis cases feel that if all symp¬ 
toms nf the disease have to be eradi* 
cated from an areo or city, at least 70 
per cent of the population would 
have 10 be vaccinated At present, 
the government has imported 96,000 
doses of the Meningococcal Meawgi* 
ns vaccine which have been diitri* 
buted to various hospitals in the 
capital. The vaccine was imported 
from a leading French pharmaceunc- 
al firm through the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and bus been 
administered to family members of 
meningitis victims, dociors and 
nurses. 

The government has spent Rh len 
lakhs for the import o. tiiii vaccine 
which IS produced by a few firms in 
S wed on. Canada and France and is 
not easily available m the open mar 
ket. It js apparent that the vaccina 
was made availablv to India because 
of help extended by the WHO and 
the serious demand for the vaccine, 
especially in the capital, Now, most 
of the vaccine imported has beea 
administered and large quantities 
have been sent to hospitals in other 
pans of the country where mening, 
itis cases have been reported. 

Though there are a large number 
of vaccines in the We.stern countries 
for the pro vert t io n of m eni ngit is none 
of them has been found tu be effec* 
rive against all nine types of menmg* 
itis iMctenum. It is fortunate that 
researchers in New Delhi's hospitals 
were able to identify the bacterial 
strain in meningitis cuses reported as 
meningococcal A and C to counter 
which the vaccine imponed has 
been found effective. Otherwise, the 
vaccine would have had a limited 
preventive effect since it can protect 
a patieni from attacks by only two of 
the nine bacterium of the disease. 

Despite the import of nearly one 
lakh doses of the meningitis vaccine 
from France, the number of cases 
being reported in New Delhi and 
elsewhere continue to rise. The ques* 
tion that will <;<id come up for dis¬ 
cussion is whaiher oi not to import 
more vaccines once the present re¬ 
serve is used up, The silent killer of 
the capital has already begun to 
daia lives in other cities. It should 
be prevented from reaching 
epidemic proportions there as well. 


Deofhs due to meningitis in E)elhi continue to rise 


T he nuibreak of meningitis cases 
which began this year has 
reached epidemic proportions. The 
killer disease has already claimed 
261 lives m the capital and the toll 
continues to rise every day. Figures 
of deaths from seven large hospitals 
are alarming. In January, 274 cases 
of meningitis were reponed and S6 
patients died In February, the seven 
hospitals admitted 997 meningitis 
cases uut of which 134 patients died. 
Ih March, the number of deaths rose 
even further. In the first week. 361 
cai>«» were reported, 35 pruving fatal 
and lit the second week as many as 
43fi cases were registered of which 36 
persons have died. 

What is even more alarming are 
reports of an Increase in meningitis 
cases from other towns. According to 
figures available with the National 
Institure of Communicable Diseases, 
there has h«en a definite rise in 
meningitis cases in parts of Dtiar 
Pradesh. Haryana and Madhya 
Vr.idesh. Patients from Faridabad, 
fiurgaon, Paiiipai and Agra have 
rushed to New Delhi where treat¬ 
ment IS being given to meningitis 
patients as parr of emergency opera¬ 
tions. Figures are also pouring in 
from other parts of the country which 
have established beyond doubt that 


the disease has spread outside ihe 
capital. At the Calcutta Medical Col¬ 
lege hospital for example, more 
meningitis cases have been reponed 
in iwomnnih«ihanin the last three 
years, establishing the fear that inci* 
denceof the disease has risen sharply. 

The last time meningitis broke out 
in the couniry in such epidemic prop¬ 
ortions was in 1976 when several 
hundred people succumbed to the 
disease. Since then only a few pa¬ 
tients had been hospitalised for 
meningitis. According to Dr G. K. 
Vishwakarma. medical superinten 
dent of Safdarjang hospital, which 
recorded the hipest number of 
meningitis deaths this year, there 
has b^n an unprecedented rise in 
meningitis cases and the situation 
was fast becoming serious. He. 
however, felt the incidence of 
meningitis has now been controlled 
because of the creation of public 
awareness and the import of mening 
itis vaccines. 

However, according to Prof. O. P. 
Gbai a noted medical specialist, the 
threat posed by the increase in 
meningitis cases is atill grave. He felt 
that the danger arises not so much 
from those suffering from meningitis 
but from the carriers of the disease. 
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The Drink of Death 


IJlicit Jiquorkiifs 27 persons 

M ohanUi Vankar, a aO-year old 
Btaion» had just finished hU 
work on the evening of U March 
198S. Before returning home, in the 
Gomtipur-Rajpur area of Ahmeda- 
bad, MohanUI visited a bootlegger to 
buy iartiia or illicit liquor. (A small 
bonle known a» pauva costs around 
Ri four only). The tired mason was 
looking for something that would 
raise his spirits He quickly finished 
his drink and went home for dinner. 
When he woke up the next morning, 
the mason was suffering from blur* 
red vision and acute nausea and 
started vomiting before he was 
rushed to hospital. About 60 others 
were also hospitalised and within 
Three days, as many as 27 persons 
died in Ahmedabad. 

The incident led to a controversy 
about the total prohibition policy in 
Gandhiji's home state. The Solanki 
government which has returned to 
power after a maKive victory in the 
Aasambly swiftly set up a one' 
cun commission of inquiry, headed 
by a retired district Judge. Mr C.C. 
Monkhla to go into the tragedy and 
suggest how such mishaps could be 
avoided. But, the reaction to the 
killer brew dvaihs was familiar. 
Death by poisonous illicit liquor is 
common in Gujarat where drinking 
without a permit is a crime and 
getting a permit is very difficult. In 
1977, a series of illicit liquor deaths 
occurred in the state and a commis* 
sion of inquiry was set up. 

Then, in the 19B0 election manifes¬ 
to the Congre$s(I) had promised that 
the liquor laws would be made more 
pragmatk (a euphemism to describe 
a relaxation in the liquor polky as in 
Maharashtra). But the government 
got cold feet, largely because of (he 
prospect of stiff opposition from peo¬ 
ple opposed to any liberalisariMi. 
Later, the government appointed the 
Miyabboy Commission and received, 
a report which has been gathering 
dtiet io Gandhinagar. 

Total prohibition which was im¬ 
posed in Gujarat in 1960 has many 
supporters in the state. But prc^bi- 
don also created problems as tha 
liquor law is not stringent. Bootleg¬ 
ging is rampant In the state and 
bootleggers and police officials are 
often in close collaboration. Permits 
are granted only to (hose who have 
medical cenificates and obtaining a 
permit, which is a lengthy procesa 
enables a person to buy a limited I 


j quantity ol liquor from one of the 
' few recognised shops in the eatire 
I state at a very high price. Inevitably, 
black marketing in liquor and adul¬ 
teration are common. 

The poor however, have to depend 
' on the local brevrs, prepared from 
mafiua flowers or rotten gur or by 
treating chemicals like methyl alco¬ 
hol. The brew is made as cheaply as 
possible and occasionally illicit brew 
makers use poisonous chemicals. The 
local brew in Gujarat is called l$txh$ 
and there are stills in many villages 
and in big cities like Ahmedabad. 
Surat, Baroda and Rajkot. In 19B0. 
booiWggers had fought with each 
other in Baroda. e battle which led to 
communal riots in the city. In Novem¬ 
ber 1977, over 100 people died after 
drinking farrha in Ahmedabad. and 
many more lost their eyesight. Such 
tragedies occur periodically in diffe¬ 
rent towns in the state. These 
tragedies bit the headlines only 
when a number of people ere 
effected. The toll illkii liquor takes 
, among individuals k unknown be* 
cause these incidents are hardly ever 
brought to the notice of (he author¬ 
ities. 

Illicit Liquor, also known as Cologne 
water, gives an instant '‘kKk," to (he 
drinker. But faulty manufacture or 
adulteration by mixing dangerous 
chemicals t$ common and the victims 




\ invariably axe the poor. It was cko 
' different in Gomtipur-Rajpur. Most 
of the 60 i^rsons affected by tha 
spurious drink were labourers. In¬ 
cluding some textile vrorkars The 
first victim of the killer brew was 
: reported from Natvar Vakil's cJiawf 
I where the 6S-year-oJd Shankar Kar- 
I san died. At first, his relatives 
thought the old man had died a 
natural death, but soon the news of 
poisonous drink victims in the near¬ 
by chamU begin to spread. The civic 
authorities and the police sent vehi- 
j cles fitted with loud hailers to tell 
I people to report without hesitation if 
anybody was suffering from the 
I I'flects of the killer brew. Soon the 
I hospitals began to overflow with li* 
quoi poisoning cam One of the 
dead was .)fl-year*uld Dahyabhai, the 
sale bread winner of his family. He 
leaves behind five daughters and his 
27-year*old widow, t*' most cases, the 
story is the same. 

Initially, the news stunned the gov¬ 
ernment into inactivity. The ruling 
party had not made any mention M 
the prohibition policy in the recently 
concluded Assembly polls, but the 
demands for a thorough review of the 
existing policy will come up because 
the new Legislature was scheduled to 
meet from 16 March. However, (he 
appointment of the Murakhia Com¬ 
mission and the transfer of live 
police officers appear to be routine 
measures. The government is known 
to have set up such commissions, 
partly as public relations exercises 
and partly to defuse a potentially 
troublesome situation. 

Nevertheless, the new home minis¬ 
ter. Mr Amarsinh Choudhary, indi¬ 
cated that the report of the 
Miyabhoy Commission may soon be 
brought up in the state Assembly. 

I But that would hardly solve (he prob¬ 
lem because contrary to the expecta- 
, tions of most opponents of the total 
prohibition policy, the commission is 
understood to have recommended 
stilfer treatment for offenders. Ocher 
states and countries have faced the 
same dilemma in the past. Prohibi¬ 
tion cannot be successfully im¬ 
plemented simply because dictates 
on personal habits are invariably 
flouted and because prohibition is 
not in force in the states around 
Gujarat. The state governnent in¬ 
dicts nearly a lakh people every year 
but liquor lews are disobeyed more 
easily than any other law of the land. 
Tlie rich drink better liquor but the 
poor can only drink the illicit brew. 
And until proMbition is lifted or 
other j^vantive measures taken, 
deaths from drinking illicit liquor 
wUl continue. 


A Igeer tragedy vtcttM 


NEWS 


JAMMU AND KASHMm 

Fighting the Drug Menace 

Narcotics peddlers arrested in Srinogor 


I Pishteen*year old Abdxil L^iii sud 
Kdenly went recently. 

Screening end hurling ebuje$ et 
everyone, he was taken away by the 
police. The doctors who examined 
him later found him sane but a 
*‘junkie" or dnig^addict addicted to 
*'hrown sugar*' a pinkish opium de^ 
rivative similar to heroin. Cheap 
(only Rs SO per quarter which is 
enough for four sessions) and avail* 

I able in even the local cigarette shops 
I in Srinagar, it is one of (he nesi 
! dangerous drugs|in Kashmir. 

Latif is not an exceptiw. There are 
I thousands of boys and girls (4300, 
'! according to the police) who have 
I recently become addicted to drugs in 
! Kashmir. Doctors in Srinagar have 
j attended many patients who have 
^ become addicted to '‘brown sugar'* 

I and were suffering from depression, 

I severe pains, nausea, and loss of 
I weight. Only two or three doses of 
: the ‘pink coloured powder' are said 
I to be sufficient to get someone 
I ‘'hooked” permanently. "But if (he 
patient is made to feel that you love 
him^ndare imerestedi inlhis|>eraonaJ 
j well'being he may recover,** said Dr 
I Mirai who has successfully treated 
many patients. 

Last month, when the word about 
Che unfamiliar ‘‘brown sugar** and 
!. the implications its consumption 
' brings with it spread and it became 
11 'that the dreaded drug 

1 1 1 • — — . „ » „ 


was being commonly luedbythc^oun* 
ger generation in Kashmir, protesu 
by many social and rcligiovs orga* 
nisations throughout the valley fol* 
lowed and the matter also figured in 
the state Assembly. The state police 
departmcnr was also Mverely criti¬ 
cise for having failed to bring rhose 
involved in contraband trade to 
book. 

The superintendent of police 
(crime), Ur Javed Makhdoomi. was 
asked to conduct the raids and break 
(be drug-connection. The raids on 
posh hotels, house-boats on Dal Lake 
and some palatial residendal houses 
in Srinagar which were conducted by 
Mr Makhdoomi himself led to the 
arrest of Anwara Begum, a Pakistani 
national from Abboubad, her Kash¬ 
miri husband, Abdul Samad Guru, 
and their two pretty young daugh¬ 
ters. Dilshada and Suraya, and 30 
others. *‘Brown sugar" and 2,000 U$ 
dollars werepeised along with other 
narcotics, foreign currency, blue 
films and incriminating documents. 
Anwara Begum, known as the 
'‘Queen of MKOtics** tn certain cir¬ 
cles IS claimed to have been in the 
heroin trade for the past (hree years. 
Investigations revealed that she and 
her daughters had been jailed earlier 
for drug peddling and prostitution 
but AO action was taken after she 
threatened to name prominent gov- 
emmeni officials involved in such 
activities. Altar she was given bail by 


a local court she was allowed to 
continue her activities. It was only 
after proiera by the public and after, t 
Mr Makbdoi.Nnj was shifted ro uie’ 
crime branch chat she and her associ¬ 
ates were arrested. j 

However, Anwara again moved an 
application in a local court seeking 
b^l but it was rejected when tha>l 
police pleaded that her release 
would hamper their investigations. It 
has been claimed that some fore-,' 
igners including three Afghan 
nationals are also involved in the 
recket. &ir Makhdoomi has sent spa, 
ciaJ teems of police to Delhi end 
some other parts of the country iu 
arrest these foreign nationals th^e 
as well as locals who have fled to 
escape arrest. The help of the Delhi 
police, the Narcotics wing of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation and 
state police departments has also 
been sought. Interpol will also be 
approach^, said police aourcei. One 
Aighao national Muhammad Aman 
has been in police custody In Srina¬ 
gar after the police raided his house 
in Snnagar and recovered a large 
quantity of narcotics and foreign 
currency. Lawyers in Srinagar courts 
have al^ refused to defend Anwara 
whan ihe approached them. '*We did 
this with intention of dlacoufag-' 
ing her and the like/* said a lawyer. 

It was only after hiring a lawyer from 
outside that Anwara could again 
move her bail application in the 
court of the chief judicial magistrate 
in Srinagar. At the time of writing* no 
decision on the second application 
has been taken by the court. 

According to Mr Makhdoomi, 
Anwara Begum was caughtaupplyiag 
"brown sugar*’ to her two agents 
house-boat on Dal Lake on 25 Febru¬ 
ary. Her nearby residence was also > 
raided and *‘browi) sugar” and fore- 
ign currency were seised. I 

Drug addiction jemongkoUagc scu- 
denu, including girls is on the rise. 
According to reports the drug 
addicted girls are made to act in blue 
films and forced into prostirution. 
Anwara's two daughters ware 
allegedly used to procure young 
girls. Police sources hoped chat the 
arrests would help to bust the pros¬ 
titution racket in the city as the 
flourishing flesh trade in posh hotels* 
houseboats and guest-houses la Sri*., 
eeear has o^ggaved off protosts in 
the Valley. Fonw*' chief minister, Dr 
Farooq Abdullah has blamed the - 
poi^ in e recent statemnt. It is 
believed chat the police nave been- 
caking no action b^use of the iiK 
velvMient of the son of a leadiiM 
politician. r 
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RAJASTHAN 


The Politics of Opportunism 


Uproor over Raju Man Singh’s death dies down 


A s the flames frum the funeral 
pyre of Raja Man i^iagh of Bhar* 
at pur'killed in a “police encounter’* 
on 2] February leapt into the sky, 
angry promises to avenge his death 
were made by those surrounding the 
pyre. Some of them were made by 
political aspirants for the Assembly 
elections who had not been on speek- 
ing terms with the Raja for the Iasi 
20 years. All of Rajasthan would 
burn now, they declared. Nobody 
from the CongreKStll had dared to 
show his face at the funeral and a few 
(Jays later the chief minister. Hhiv 
Churan Mathur resigned 
barely a fortnight afterwards, (he 
Congress(l) won five of the eight 
Bheratpur Assembly .seats, including 
That of Bheratpur city which the 
Congressfl) had never managed to 
win before. The Hevg issue, which 
cost the Congress(I) many seats in 
other parts of Rajasthan and m Utter 
Pradesh, petered out by ihe after* 
noon of 22 March after chief minister 
Harideo Joslii srated in the House 
chat the case had been transferred to 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
and the deputy superintendent of 
police who allegedly ordered the 
firing in which Raja Man Singh died, 
had been suspended He also said 
(hat a judicial enquiry had been se( 
up. Unfortunately. Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawut of the BJP and leader of 
the opposition was unable to speaJi 
up in (he Hou&<i on that day as he had 
not taken his oath as an MLA until 
(hen. Shekhawat was. however, in 
the Vidhan Sabha Bhavsn When this 
correspondent met him, Shekhawat 
said, “I have nnt even taken my oath 
since 1 have high blood pressure,** 
when he was asked why he had not 
taken up the Raja Man Singh is.swe. 

While the Deeg incident was prac- 
cically (he only issue the oppusition 
took up during the first three days 
(interestingly, the Rajasthan Gov* 
ernor, O.P. Mehra did not mention 
the incident in his address) there 
seem to be disagreements over the 
incident within the opposition itself. 
Tlic death of the Jal prince lia» 
begun a series of reactions in Rajas* 
than politics, with many MLAs want 
ing to use the incident to furthv 
their own image, m tarnish others*. 
K. Natwar Singh, the minister of 
state for steel and the Lok Sabba MP 
from Bharat pur, stands at the centre 
of this strug^e for t>ower. His entry 


Natwar Megb 


into Rajasthan politics has made 
many politicians both i& the ruling 
party and (be oppooltioo insecure. 
Some of the opposition MLAs want to 
politicise the issue and involve Nat* 
war Singh in the Deeg incident— 
Nathi Singh of (he DlifiCP made a 
critical sratenent in the House im* 
plying the role of Natwar Singh in 
the inctdeni. 

According to an opposition MLA, 
there are a few MLAs who want to 
implicate Natwar Singh and die dU* 
trici officials in Bharafpur because 
this would place them in a better 
bargaining position. A few MLAs 
fear on escalation of tension between 
the Jets and the Rajputs over the 
Raja Man Singh incident. The Raja 
was a Jat, the DSP, K.S. Bhetti, a 
Rajput. Said Mr Yadhunath Singh of 
the OMKP. “We are afraid that there 
could be tensi m between rhe Jets 
and the Rajputs if (he matter gets 
out of bend." He wondered why (ha 
guns fired at Raja Man Singh have 
not been confiscated. To complicate 
natters further, ii is also believed 
that the Rajpur lobby will eventually 
defend K.S. Bhatti. 


BOMBAY 


Photographers’Appeal Turned Down 

i nstead of the world champions asked for the same treatment.** 
and their World Cup making the They finally tried to push photo* 


land their World Cup making the 
front pages of Sundey*s newspap* 
ers, the news of photographers 
boycotting the arrival at S^ar air* 
port hit the headlines. Phcio* 
grephers and joumaUsts went two 
hours before the one am arrival 
time of the victorious champions, 
“because we knew there is always 
trouble with the airport author* 
ities" said Oafij’sMukesh Parpiani. 
“We approach^ the deputy gener* 
ai manager, operations. Interne* 
tiunal Airport Authority (lAA), Mr 
Agarwal and asked for parmisrion 
to go outside the* customs enclosure 
so that we could take pictures of 
the cricketers as they emerged. We 
even approached the director* 
general of the lAA. Mr Tilak, but 
they would not listen. They said we 
could take pictures of the cricke* 
ters when they cime out of the 

oupMi and boards (be bus. lUs 

was impossible because there was 
not enough light for (bis, and the 
huge crowds ^ai rush towards the 
cricketers make it impossible for 
photographers to take pictures. 

They allowed TV people outside 
(he customs lounge and we only 


asked for the same treatment.** 
They finally tried to push photo* 
graphers and journalists into the 
terminal manager's office which 
could accomodate barely 15 people 
and from wber^ they could see 
nothing. Once (he cricketers ar* 
rived, ^ere was total confusion and 
relatives and friends of the customs 
and airport officials were seen in 
the customs enclosure. The photo* 
^aphers and journalists were out* 
side the airport building shouting 
slogans. 

This is a normal feature, said 
several of the photographers inter* 
viewed. “This time we were In a 
majority sn we could protest. The 
airport authorities vrould not even 
listen to the atete minister for 
sports, Mr Nakul Patel,’* said one of 
diem. What the photographers with , 
the daily newspapers and mage* I 
lines resent is the way freelancers | 
who work on behalf of ministars get \ 
airport passes. Another pampered \ 
group is (he one which consists of ' 
foreign TV and cameraman, who | 
often represent small papers, said ' 
the angry photographers. 








VARIETY/SPOTLIGHT 


Star Attraction 
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T bere tr# 200 MLAs »n 
rhe Rajasthan Assvm 
blyi and lOO journalists tn 
cover Its proceadmgs: 
many among tha latter can 
often be found dosing in 
the room next to the gal¬ 
lery But during the open 
ing session of the Assam* 
bly this time« a near* 
stampede took place when 
Vasundhara Raie was 
sworn in;glamour had at 
Iasi returned in ihv 
Assembly after a hmg 
time. The daughter of Ka- 
jmata Vijaya Raje Scindia 


Mum’s the Word 



Jatfc Taylof 

K eeping mum U not 
easy. Jack Taylor (47). 
who now heads the Special 
PruJeers Team of the D$f- 
I»s Timtf Herald had the 
Federal Bureau of tnves* 



Diractor's Debut 

T he line between 
theatre and cioeoia 
hai become increasingly 
thin. The latest to cross 
over is Bhanu BhartJ. 
formerly of the National 
School ^ Drama which has 
in the pest gifted us 
Naseeruddin Shah. Ore 
Puri and Raj Babbar. 
Btaarti will, in September, 
direct a film based on rwo 
piaya of Frederic Gercia 
Lorca; »nna and Blood 
Wedding which will be set 
In the deserts of Rajesihan 
for the local exotica. Star¬ 
ring in the film are Bhar- 


ti*s co-studeni ai the NSD, 
Naseeruddin Shah, as well 
as Anupam Xher and a 
new find. Kiran Thakur 
Singh. Bharti is at present 
directing a rather unusual 
play in Jaipur. It ii; Fashu 
Geyetri end has been writ¬ 
ten by the noted 
Malayalam writer K. 
Narayanan Pannicker. The 
actors are a group of Bhil 
rribals from Udaipur dis* 
triCL with whom Rharii has 
been working for some 
time, Bharti warns to set 
up a permanent repertory 
of tribal aciurv 


III Cwalior IS the newly* 
elected MLA from Dhol* 
pur on a BJP ikket. She u 
also the new star attrac¬ 
tion In a generally more 
youthful Vidhan Sabha 
with her long, lustrous 
locks and big eyes, Ms 
Vasundhara Raje who lost 
the last parliamer^tary 
elections when she con¬ 
tested from fihiod. won 
handsomely in the legisla¬ 
tive elections, despite the 
fact that both her husbano 
and his mother cam* 
paigned against her. 


tigation (FBJi chasing him 
when he refused to di- 
vuige the source of his 
explosive article relating 
to the defence department 
of the US government. 
Taylor and Carol Green 
(40i. a lawyer specialising 
in the defence of press 
freedom, were in India re* 
centJy ro address a three* 
day seminar on investiga¬ 
tive journalism organised 
by the United States lev 
formation Services (USIS) 
ill Jaipur in the third weak 
of March with 30 indige* 
nous sleuths. Taylor says 
that he was cleared of 
charges of espionage, but 
if ever he did another 
story which embarrassed 
the government, the file 
could be brought out 
•gain. 


More Than Glamour 


W ill Silver Screen 
shake off the star* 
dust? Uma Rao who took 
over Stardust from Shobha 
Kilachand when the latter 
started Celebrity has re¬ 
turned after e break of a 
few years with her own 
film megasine, Silver 
Screen which is going to 
be launched on 1 April. It 
is going to be a magasine 
for developing tastes and 
an audience which has 


grown up. according to Ms 
Rao. What is new abuui 
this magasine its a section 
on Hollywood; there will 
be 20 peg«^ wuh news 
from Los Angeles. That 
does not mean that Bom¬ 
bay and Madras will be 
edged out: there will be 3S 
pages for the films pro¬ 
duced at home. Bui here 
again Ms Rao promises a 
*‘fresh approach.” Will Sil> 
ver Screen be a pioneer v 


Theatre of Nostal^ 



wkk JfMfrr Kapoor 


T he grand old Gaiety 
Theatre might be 
given a second life. The 
former centre of the high, 
life on the Mall in Shimla 
wUl probably be bought by 
Sha^i Kapoor who plans 
to start a repertory com* 
pany for his Prithvi 
Theatres. The other place 
Kapoor has his eyes on^ 
and tJus for rtaaons sen- 


ticnentat^is the beautiful 
opera house where he and 
hie wife, the lete Jennifer 
KerHall. would often meet 
beture they married. Both 
theatres are anachronisms 
from days when going to 
the theatre was an event; 
they now look sad and 
dilapidated, and are not 
even a shadow of their 
former glamorous selves. 
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Band'AM Helps in Psoriasis 

D r Ronald Shore of 
Johns Hopktna uni- 
versity in Bahmore. USA, 
bus come upon an interest* 
injt dMOVery: that hand- 
jid can be used in treating 
psoriasis, a skin disease 
marked by red patches co¬ 
vered «*itb scales. Dr 
Sliore applied a band-aid 
lifter tdkiri^ a >mall skm sample from the centre of one 
P'xiruitjc plaque, and when the band aid was removed, it 
wiis rilled thei the pan of the psoriatic plaque which had 
been covered by the adhesive portions of the band-aid 
hud cleared tot ally The part of the plaque that had been 
covered by the pod temuined unchanged. ‘'Prolonged 
upplauiiun uf tape will prnbablv prove most beneficial 
when combined with other therapies,** Dr Shore said, 
“Since in a minoritv of patientsclear totally when 

it IS used alone.*' 


: The New Factor 

A iescuich li'il bv Krcd. .1 [> SwhIvn at Lriiester 
Unuvrvitv tn biptlund invesiigaiiiiK the possihtl- 
I nv that the composition nf ihe membranes which 
j '•IIIround the body cdK affects blm>d pressure High 
' hliKul piessmo in tho most irnporlunt known risk factor 
. ih.ii U'uds fi> Ntiokes uiul lieui c utlackN two of the major 
I disabliup iiiul killiiit; liisordeis of modern life. In Eng 
l.ind, loi iiist.incr. up to 20 pe* cent of the population 
Mifferv irofii bi^h hlnod pivssure, hur approximately half 
iht'pi'opU* will) huvi* liiifh blood pressure are unaware of 
II. WhiU s<inir* scieiiiists Indieve iliai differences in salt 
niiukc' ItMd (u hi^h blood pressure, there is proof abo 
, thai dieiurv f.ii^ influence hliH>d pressure, 
i IVot. SwHies* learn believes that changes in the cell 
I immhraPc t«iild ulier the wav in which cells handle 
such subNianccN as sodium, potassium and calcium. 
These abnoi mall civs can he demonstrated in the white 
•iiul rod liioud cells rif the bliKid and it seems likely that 
there aie similar changes in the muscular cells of the 
I blood vessel celh. 


How Do Fish Navigate? 

W hales and dolphins 
can navigate by 
means of the earth's 
magnetic field, according 
to DS scientists. Marine 
mammals tend to beach 
themselves at places along 
the Atlantic coast where 
the strength of the magne 
ik field is low. The resear¬ 
chers compared the sites of 212 live strandings (those in 
which animals swim ashore rather than being washed up 
dead) with the magnetic patterns on the ocean floor. 95 
per cent of the strandings occurred where bands of 
minimum strength iuteiseci the shoreline. Researchers 
still do nut know why whales and dolphins strand 
themselves. Also, if they have internal compasses, where 
are they located? In a few animals such as bees, fish and 
birds, scientists have identified the sunsory organs 
containingcrystalsof magnetite, an iron ax:de. Although 
magnetite has been found scattered throughout the 
bodies of several species of dolphins, scientists have yet 
to determine whether the animals can use it to get their 
bearings. 


WHO’S Successful Programmes 

T hi* WiMid Hralth OrganiNaiion (WHO) has checked 
thr aljimiiig miceaM* of schishisuiniasis. which is a 
common menace to aixnil 20 million people. Also known 
as bilharriasis. alter the (•eiman pathoJogisi Theodor 
Bilharr. the disease affects one out of 20 people in 74 
developing countries bul is largely unknown in north* 
ern. tempc’rate climates. The disease causes rash, cough 
and chest pains, cramps, diarrhoea, fever, hloud in the 
urine and enlargement of the spleen and liver, A form of 
bladding earner is a]y> linked with the infection Chil¬ 
dren under 14 usuallv cuntract the disease through 
swimming, adult men through fishuig ami farming and 
women through washing clothes. 


ANewCurefor Cancer 




True Seed for Healthy Potatoes 

S cientists in Britain are 
working on a ^ject 
where small fanners in de¬ 
veloping countries will be 
able to grow healthy and 
abundant crops of pota¬ 
toes from true seed The 
traditional method has 
been to grow potatoes 
from seed tubers. In 
Europe and America sophisticated schemes have been 
developed over many years rn produce hi^ quality seed 
potatoes The cost nf this seed is relatively low compared 
tn cn.9is of production. In developing countries, the 
putato is still considered a luxury vegetable, the main 
reason being the higl| cost of seed tubers. Only a couple 
of handfuls of true pitiafo seed arc needed to plant one 
hectare of land, compared to two tons of tubers. 




A nd now. silkworms for 
cancer. Japanese sci* 
emiots are working on a 
technique where they can 
make silkworms pr^uce 
the protein interferon, the 
prime candidate for a can¬ 
cer cure. Daikhi Seyaki. a 
Japanese companv. has in¬ 
troduced a new bio* 
lechnologkal method uaing silkworms to produce alpha- 
intarfaron, whkb it one of savarwl forms of (ha protein 

whkb is produced naturally in human celb as a defence 
mechanism against infection. 

The strategy relies on a virus that commonly attacks 
the silkworm and infects its cells- Once the virus is 
inside tbe cell, it produces Urge amounts of procetii 
within the silk worm. By isolating the part of Ihe virus 
gene that contreli the production of protein and replac¬ 
ing it with the human gene chat makes incerferon, 
interferon may be produ^ tnaread. 






L,___ 

TRIPUNITHDKA {KERAl.A): A f<>ui 
lcK>H' rum ha I tnkvt) (u iriivt'llmii l>v 
hu» in thl!« hmn. He shun Ie^ puetkai 
ly every day, U'lweeii the icmi^U’ 
towns of Chorranikiii.i and Tii|»u 
niihura. eovenritt ii distiinee of «dHiui 
ten kilometres Rut a ten kilonit'iie 
trek can be too tiniiK wen for o 
quadruped S<» he hn upon the ule;i ol 
ridinp .1 bus. The private Inis o|*ei 
atori^t known to inviie anyone in, did 
not ijrudge the new p.i.>oi«nKer. The 
ram wen has his favounle bus which 
he lakes on its first trip at davhreak 
He spends ihe day loamiTi^ tound the 
marketplace, fiizhtinu off "rivals** eii 
crouching on his *'terriiurv*' itear tin* 
bus stop Come nighifuil <uid he is 
ready for the return trip. The surne bus 
waits r<ir him every dt'v. The ram sie|>s 
I Cl through the from door as n<iiu'h,< 
luntiv as any v«‘iisoned commuter and 
occupies his favourite place, the space 
(ust behind the driver's seat. The Inis 
I crew generously allow him 10 travel 
I free—Md/an £.s*^>re» cP Suiyanar 
ayana Murthy. (lUdivadat 

CANGIOK: Two c.mdidaies in the 
Assembly elections in Sikkim got only 
one vote each: probably rheir oxvii 
One of them wav a candidate of the 
Sikkim Pra^atanira Congress and th<< 
i other an independent. Many oi the 
Prajatarnra Congress nominees did 
not even cross double figures—The 
. Times <•/ i/rdia (B.B L. Sfidinia, New 

Delhu 

BANGALORE; Mr A.R. Aya.iii has ere 
a ted a possible record by registering a 
grand cipher in Belgaum constituency 
m the elections to the Karnataka 
Assembly. He is one of the 296 "pro* 
test candidates'' put up hy the Kanna* 

I da editors' forxm againM the alleged 

»UNUV SI IIW 


VARIETY 


'‘bogus voting** by the Maharashtra 
Ekik.iran bumithi, AM the candidates 
withdrew in favour of the Cnngrcssflk 
but managed to gainer some votes— 
in<is,m £«pres*<J. Ravishankar. Bang* 
aloiv) 

NEW DELHI. A biave couple foiled a 
roblK'iv attempt in their house In 
Jwala Nagur in Shahdara area on 7 
February and helped the police arrest 
three men including an Uttar Pradesh 
Police con*iiahke. The three culprits 
visited ilu* lesidence uf Mr C. K. Jain 
and asked his wife if there was a room 
lor rent. The suspicious housewife 
asked them lu meet her husband in his 
shop in I'hotta Bazar in Shahdara area. 
Within mmuiesof the three arriving it 
Ml Jam's shop in Choita Barer, his 
wife telephoni^ him and warned him 
.iIm»ui the strangt^. Catching the gist 
of the converse I ton, the three men 
iried to escape bur were caught hy 
bvst.indeiv after Mr Jain raised an 
.iLii m—fndrari Enpie>s <J. Trehan, 
New Delhi! 

MOUNT ABU: A polling party 
iiim lletl 12 km by jeep arsd trudged 
through ihk kly forested mountain 
(rack cartving ballot boxes to help the 
2^^ voters irf Utraj village exercise 
their franchise in the Assembly elec¬ 
tion of Rajasthan. Located 1.700 
metres above >ea level the village is 
the highest point between Mount 
Ivvercsi and the Nilgiris^TTie 5ear- 
«ALghr iRajesh Sahay. Jhumri 
Tolaiya. Bihar I 

I IIAN.IAVUR Toiesi ufficials were 
ktx’pmg .1 login long vigil to catch one 
ol I hr two ttiKodiles that had strayed 
into kji unitiur village near Kumbako- 
num ircenilv and taken refuge in a 
lank Keo()le have not been entering 
the tank. K all started when the villa 
tiers were shiKked to see tvro croco* 
dilev three metres long, crawling on 
the St 1 vet. perhaps, in seaA:h of prey. 
Iho residents cau^t a crocodile while 
the other escaped into the tank—‘TTle 
Hindu fM. Govindarajan. Madras! 

BOMBAY: The calendars of a well* 
known transport company, found diS' 
played in a locality in nonb west Bom* 
bav. led to the busting of a tweewoman 
gang involved in several thefts in the 
western suburbs. The womeu who 
were I ag-pickers and bailed from Mad* 
ras. had stolen electrical goods worth 
Rs 2^000 frmn the company's godown 
by brea k ing open the shutters thnee in 
a fortnight, the police said. They had 
also stolen the telLtale calenders—a 
bundle of about ), 0 U 0 -^nd distn* 
buted them in a hutment colony— 
/ndien Express (B. Anandi. Baagalorel 


Without Commbmt 

Does he not know that he rides a 
tiger and this tiger is a manea- 
ter?—A(al Behari Vajpayee, on 
Rajiv Gandhi's drive agetnsi 
black money, in hdi^n Express 

Indian journalism has got fat. 
flabby, lacy and mercenary— 
Rusi Karanjia in Imprint 

Patrioiism is a commodity equ 
aied today with the Congressd) 
and the majority community— 
George Fernandes in The ///us* 
rrarerf IfeeJcly of hdis 

When I have renunciated all my 
comforts, even the show and 
glamour, what is this little thing 
(the Maruti). Service must bring 
you glamour and not the vehicle 
you ride. 1 can even come by 
bicycle—NTH in The Tslegroph 

The F-] 6 s that they (the U 8 I 
have sent us are fur the generals 
like little boys playing with 
toys—Air Marshal Asghar Khan 
and leader of the Tehriq*i* 
Istiqlal Party 

This is a budget where the union 
government wants to have its 
cake and eat it too^Biju Pat* 
naik, on the union budget, in 
The Timet of India 

I'm afraid it's red like anyone 
else's—Prince Charles, remark¬ 
ing on his blood, some uf which 
he recently donated, quoted in 
fime 


W'- 


y'- 


8 ba <Rekha) ii really original. 
You can't say Rekha is like 
Madhubali or Maani Kunuri, 
she is totally oridnal. custom 
made, one piece—Bhaahi Kapoor 
in 8 tar and Style 
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In this edifice that is coining up, 
<Hie brick could well be>ours. 


]i sen nru a Pcvrlcss ccnificaie- 

Rocause Pccrltt^ puh iht 
4;er(ificaie‘lHiklcrs' hund in 
Governmem custody, in the form of 
Fixc<l Depo!>iis and i^chcr securities. 
This money in turn is utilised by the 
Government to fund projects vital 
for the nation's ^>svih; dams, 
power and fertilfier ptanis. canals, 
roads and raihvavs. Rvery Pecriess 
ccniilcatc-holdcr is therefofc 
coniabuting towards the nation's 
industrial progress. Moreover, the 
ccndlcaiC'hoUcr is assured of KVK7 
scvuniy for his iiivesimcni. because 
I h IS money canrxit be m ii hdrass n 


except to pay ctruficatc-holdcrs and 
that loo only after prior permission 
IS obtained from the authorities 
concerned Th^ et the kind of 
safeguard ihat makes Perrleo 
unique amongst companies engaged 
in simitar line of business. 

It B no wemder ihen that millioiB 
of I odiarB have invested (heir 
future with l^rie&s in ctMiplete 
trust. Bccau5;e it has come to mean so 
much more than India's prtrrucr 
norvbanking savings company. An 
institutMm with a heart. Providing 
direct and indirect employment 
oppk»nuniiic&; promoting an. cuhure 
w} %poas; donating to humarutanan 


serviCA. And above all, promising 
hope and wurity to the man with 
small means. 


Total investment in GovenimenI 
custody over Rs SOO cfores. 



Thel^eriess 
General Finance & 
Investment Ca Ltd. 

IfMlia’s lergtM n<m>benking ^vings Ccunpany. 
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VARIETY/Swdayweek 


BEGINNING 31 MARCH ISSSBY AMRITLAL 






AHJES nSAprtl—MHlDThis 
ks a week of mixM f<viunc« 
Businessman and profes¬ 
sionals will make siesdy 
headway Creative artisis and 
sportsman wiN aJso prosper At home your 
children Will oe a source of ir>spirat>on 
HowQvat, youf tinanciai prospects are not 
so Prignt you rnay have to borrow rnoney 
to i^de Over this lean penoo Th*$ is also a 
bad phase for ma^nepe nepotioiions 
flood dalst: i. 2*and 3 
Lucky numbsfa: 3, / ano 8 
FivMnoia slrteHon; South 


TAUflUS in May—14 Jra) 
Try and avoid dispuies in<s 
week Enemies wiit be aciive 
duriHQ this phase do not 
take even your close trier^ds 
anj r**i^iivo& for yranied Fioenciailv, this is 
a biesk period On the dom«st« fior^i. 
someonn ck>ee to you may misundersund 
you Howevei. ihis is a bnght period lor 
cresiive arista The phase « also 'avgur* 
^bio for love ar)d rnoinmoniel alliances 
flood datei: e, & ano 3 
Lucky numbars: 4 8 and 9 
Favoafobia diraciloo: Easi 


GEMINI |16 Jeae-^ld Jalyl 
This IS an ertiemely 'ucky 
week for all Pl you Busirtesd 
men are advised to p<ish 
ihSK efforts lo the uimost 
while piofessionsfs should uiifwe the 
opporivjrxiies that come Ihoir way A |ou'' 
hey towards the middle of the week wiH 
prove Imanc^aiiy r^oFtstie Th« is also a 
good time for io*/er8 'ou may go ahead 
with msmsgc plans. 

Goad dates :>1 t ario 2 
Lucky nufnbtn; 2. 4 and S 
favourable direction. Norm 


CMCEA (16 JslT-14 AiM 

This is a favourable week lor 
those in iuve but guard 
against nnsunderstandings 
The phase is eouaify good for 
profess onais Businessmen wiU get oppor* 
(unities to expand their empire. On the 
economic front mosi of you wiK ge^n 
through inheriance The domesbc front wM 
remain peacelul, A letter will bnng good 
tidings But do not negieci your health 
flood d« 1 ia: 3, 4 and $ 

Lucky numbers: 3. 4 and 5 
Fevovrabfs eirectten: South-west 






LEO f16 Au|«ei-14 Septem. 

berf Do no* uke hasty dec • 
s*of«s regarding your career 
consutr e ders before fin«is* 
ing plans Businessmen are 
SKely to berteld from lh>s favourable period 
On the hnanciai iroiM most o' you writ gam 
money through an ur^vpcctad source the 
home iront wet remam cheedm This <8 also 
a favomable w»ek fo< tovers ynu can go 
ahead w th maiitage piaris 
flood dMs: t . 3 iind 4 
Lucky Botnben: 3. 6 and 7 
FnMruUa dlrodMi North 


vmGO (U lepiefliber-..14 
OcMtr) The stars loreieii a 
bnghi penod for al ol you If 
you are m luve arid iniendir>g 
to gel married, this « the 
•deal lime to do so Legal probtems should 
also be seiiied dunng ih>i phase On it>c 
financiat Ironi. most ol you wdl ga*n money 
or property Pal*cemen w4i receive awards 
for bravery Your health wil aiao in^rove 
bui dn not negieel viiur diei 
Geod daiei: v 2 vuj h 
Lucky eumbers i 9 nd H 
Pamrable dkuctioe' South 


LIIIIA (18 Ociober—14 
Nevumber) Specutanons will 
yield favuwable resuils and 
businvsamen should not 
huc.rate ir. lake usks On me 
proieSSkjnai Iront however you are hseiy 
lo (ace oppoMion trom your cnkcaguec 

Students are aovireo not to fritter away 
precious ume At home (he health uf your 
wife wiU cause concern Lovers ate aowsed 
noi to execute adv«i\iutpus oians 
Seed datus 2. 5 and 6 
LMky Mnben: 2 4 ai4 6 
FtVMraUlt dirueden; Wesi 


SCORPIO (IS Nevambtr~14 
Ouctnkwt This IS an loeai 
week tor those m love go 
ahead with mamage plans 
Vou may have to undertake a 
long journey towards the rmddlr: of the 
week The bme « also lavourabie fo* 
polilCians. On the linanoai lror>t. howevei. 
you are likeV lo suHei setbacks The 
domestic tiont wd add to yow worries 
Your health writ Oeterioiaie steadily. 

Good dattr. i 3 and 4 

Lucky iwmMn. 6. 7 and 6 
Favourabla dkecttec North-east 





SAGinAflliiA (19 DacerAbei^ 
14 JaMTfl Uociurs. poiM^ 
Cians ano ihoae vonner ico 
With the secijiily sprviC(>.^ wH 
find (hiS period nxlidirirFy 
Vavourahte Creative ariists nivf sr^irlsmen 
wilt tect*ivn rate nptiouri, However 
businessmor) rUC advsnd not to inaKr 
fresh iOvestinontc duimf) thi*. tihj''4J Tru? 
home (rftnj w*ii 4d0 lo youf wotnuH. This is 

not a good ime fm lOve and mrtrrinqo 

flood daldt .1 ^nd b 
Lusliv aumbers. j . 

FivMrabla diiedloe '‘.ooiii t'ji.t 


CAPRICORN IIS Januarv~14 

Febniuryj iriu tin^v n. uartiuu 
latiy lavouiahic kh spoih< 
Tien movi t»t yuu w*ii iy)ine 
^ (uii w>lh liymg cnlouis in 
compelitionn Piofe^kSionuis .ino tnjsinens* 
men wdi aisn make t,iaw tjui slu.idy rnon 
teas The domosne (r«)ni w .. .tco it> vour 
joys ttvs week Thnsi* af»uve 

me age of 4b stKKitd fern a viqiLiiit eyb ori 
ihev hr;iiTh end <iei 
Geod diick I t Hivi 





t 


lucky numOeti: 3, 4 nixi 8 
FBUUDnblu dIrtChOfl. North 


AQUARtUS (IS FuUrvary—14 
March! This V 'it»t a uuOd 

week (tM mi'Si nt vrju Thi^ 
domefttK. /IS well .is lti<‘ pro 
trsS'Pnal tpont w>n b'^triH* vim 
thidughoui’itns Piii<Otl Vuur (l»tf:iiiM.irin() 
healih wiK ad >1 in ycxir Wi.>rr ns iMic wetik 
Yoit may fvtvt* l(i l>o*i<)w rr.pncy tioiri 
fr ends lu iifle over the, porod A»nid nsky 
iiivjncial Oca'S A in.m wHi ti'ing 
good iiOngs 
flood dans. A ^ r, 

Lucky nufnburt .' i, ind u 
Fivourtblu dlrucIlOA soutti 



I r 



PISCES (IS Marctu.14 apdi) 

Your linaMC ai prosp‘.'!l'. wi* 
-. look uo you Will be <jb«' 
(o renav mo..i or /our Oopfi 
Busnessmu'i .ihuufd f'Oi 
hesitaie to u'dMUke risky c^cai, Profes- 
sionels wHi also Oenei*i tiom tfi;s iHvriurahic 

period At home yt-ir (.mWiCn w.|i b" a 
source ol icn Love>< wi' • iKt Ihen p&ienis 
in a compioriif;in!i 'nuofl HowC'voi your 
heahh wfil comirHtc to Lot' <'i v<iu 

flood datus: V :■ j-n ^ 

Lucky fiimbers .* .ind n 
Favsvrible direct*'.* vVe&i 


Fdr Mu bsn oh Am 1M, Etd ur 9r4 M euy moaU 

Mout of you are extremely shy by nature you siwuys iry to keep uwey from frends er^o reiaiwes You spend a of Lmu rouding 
tooki and rnugu^mes most of you w« make good profeeuors or dociors You ureano very pracooiii man your deaings Th'snwhy 
your reloiivae look upon you (oredvice women born ounng Urs ptnod are exuenioiy fe<r and moy make good housewives. 


MIMbAT 91 t0ii 1 




Health 


EMPLOYMENT 
FOR LAKHS OF 
EDUCATED 
YOUTH EVERY 
YEAR UNDER 
GOVERNMENT & 
BANK SCHEMES! 


BHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY 


Wanted matric & more educated unem> 
ployed youngmen & women from all towns/ 
cities/villages of India for employment under 
the scheme for providing selt’employment to 
educated unemployed youth, for setting up 
Business. Trade, Small Scale Industry or 
Service Centre etc. introduced by the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, being implemented on top 
priority basis. Under this scheme, without 
any fluarantors. on hypothecation basis. 
Bank will give you loan upto Rs. 25.00(V- 
returnable in easy instalments <& Govern¬ 
ment wil I give you 'TREE'' subsidy upto Rs. 
6,250/- not to be returned by you). Priority is 
being given to ladies & technically qualified 
people. But all non-technical youngmen & 
women are also eligible. Rs. 25,000/-to Rs. 2 
lakhs are also available for proposed industry 
& Rs. 25.000/- to Rs. 1 lakn is available for 
proposed business under bank employment 
plan. Income prospects for enterprising 
youngmen & women from Rs. 1,000/- to k$. 
5,000/- P.M. or even more. Those desirous of 
availing the benefits available under the 
above schemes for Business, Trade, Industry 
or Service Centre of thei r own or in associa¬ 
tion with 'NTC or 'STC' or those who want 
loan from Rs. 25,000/- to Rs. 30 lakhs or more 
from State Financial CorfX>ratlons for indus¬ 
try may send rupees twenty through M.O. or 
Postal Order for detailed prospectus in En¬ 
glish or Hindi & application form & other 
material to Manager. National Trading Cor- 
portion (Regd.). 2047/6, ChunaMandi, Pahar 
Canj, New Delhi-IIOOSS. Phone; 529362. 


The Risks Must Be 
Publicised 



Vtrttw 0r tht MK Ink Ron (he Vntm C*rbfdc ftetory 

A facrfindina of four docrors of the Medico 
Friend Circle (MFC) has expressed serious concern 
over the manner in which medical research is being 
conducted on Bhopal gas viciimi' ami the callousness of 
the authorities in not giving proper information and 
advice 10 pregnant women exposed to the poison gas. in 
a report presented to an alLIndia convention of various 
health, environment and activist groups—the Zuhreell 
Gas Kand Sangarah Morcha—at Bhopal this February, 
the doctors have raised several specific demands related 
CO these two issues* 

oThc government should immediately publicise the 
potential dangers facing pregnant women exposed to the 
gas during the first trimester, so that these women can 
siiJI take a timely decision to terminate pregnancy. To 
facilitate such a decision, adequate facilities for ultras^ 
nagraphy and amniocentesis should be provided without 
delay. This measure ts described as urgent because 
many pregnant women are now crossing the safe period 
for termination. 

a All exposed couples nf reproductive age should be 
advised to avoid conception until they are totally 
detoxified, they should have access to contraception 
throu^ all available public and private channels. 

• Details of all medicul research projects should be 
made public and a public debate be allowed on the 
relevance and propriety of such research, 
e All researchers should be required to get the ialormed 
coosern of every iodividual. v guardian of such an 
individuai, who is the subject of any such research. 

During their investigariuos in Bhopal, the MFC doc* 
tors found that a large number of research projects have 
been launched and dial '-the research interests of the 
doctors are tending to take priority over the need to 
provide service to the people.” The team also found that 
women have suffered from abortions, still lirchs, dimi¬ 
nished foetal movements, suppresUon of lactation, 
abnormal vaginal discharge, and menstrual disturb* 
ances. Pregnant women have not been told of the 
poMible risk of birth defects as a result of exposure to 
the gas. 



Jostling crowds, 
winding queues 




VARIETY 


Chess 


Tn« eurr^nl /•QUlatiOM tor tw*f 0 inQ 
im*rnti«nai (iiita ara unla^r arH). avf n^a- 
ly anough, tha country «vn>cn auffata moat 
unotf iha lyaitm ra ina Soviat Unton 
Tha aaaance ol iha prob^m la that ihia 
norma may only ba inainad in <ntarnai«on 
al eornoantion, whiM moat Sov4ata piay all 
of thair ehaaa intarnally. Tha roaull «inat 
lhara la a vaat ahoar of uni^tlad prayara 
wilhrn tha USSA aaeh of whom eoultf 
knocli down tha naw btaad of irvtafrtational 
n>Mtata fika nmapmc. but baa navar bad 
tha ebar>ca 

Ona auch er>araeia' ra Zarub Aamak* 

e raahvrKi, an uniMlad Gaorgran who boat. 

rpev rn the 1d83 Soviat cumptonabip 
Tha following Mma la lakan from iba 
tovifnamant rr> iubana laai Sag* am bat m 
which AjmaiparaahviiN abaratf Hrat giaea 
w*th Tai Mia opoonar>ra grandmaatar mit 
la mada lo loot uko * pnma largat far iba 
Trada Daaeripiiona Act 
Wbiia 2 r^iiiaipataahwTh BiKk i Fata 
go Nii^'/o Indian Datanca 


1 N-KBd 

) N-OB) 


i P-0»4 P.KJt 
4f.K5 0^ 


Fard^e <eMi> 

■fa 

%! “ ■ 


AimdlpdrMMHi (WMtd) 

temdwo 

I P-Oi • M-*l f-M 

TB-B PliiF BMP OM-Q2 

f O-n PUM IB fUCl PvF 

IIP)# %-HZ ua-M 

A mowa of intanot raputatMm. but aoeb 
aaaaaamam doat not fuify aipffKa fh*' 
aonaagiMnca of iha anauing pawn aatrr 
he# 


12.. BkQN UPiB 0-12 

MBUUr QjiBF WH-n 0-M 

IBO-ICa 0-04 17<MO P-KIB7I 

A move ha itvaa io 'ograi. Miaiaad 17 ... 
ICR- B1 IB Niff QxB 11 hUN t PiN 20 OxP* 
<-4l If vary playabia. 

1iB-QB4 0^12 ItB-M 0-R2 

2BR-02I MbN 

Tba pcoaoacf of ?t R'KN3 prompit BiMh 
IP fry lo taaoVa manara 


21 PxN H-KS DIAOlUM 

22B«ftPI 

Dm) Black ovatiooli 7? PrrB » OiRP 
0*N4 74 R'KN3’ Cabainhi hit rapiy 
amacka of dafaaf 

22. N-N4 23 0-RB RiiB 

BaOj# P-a3 2SPiiR OaP 

3B0>0 R«0 27fl-KN3n.N3 

TfP-KM B-QB1 2a Run Raaigna 

(lectirv rwi iu fight on two pawna down 
ffiai 29 R«fl»BffR« 


DIAOlUM 


MIOIIAbl STLAN 


BRtDGt 


You may (hink you bava aaan, ot raad 
•bout, moat forma of dacaptrvt piiy. but 
fbia la aomaihmg naw* 

Daafat South (-W vprnatablt 

t AS 
BB 3 

J AO .193 

94? 

N 

OJiad W E 
S 

• K7 

4P A R4 
♦ 64 2 
Bi AQ0&3 

Sou:H I in SKT and Waai laoda • J. 
South win* and cakulaiaa tbai tour 
diamond trieU wiH ba tnough tor gama; 
hewavar, tha eiamonda may m ^1 artd it 


mwai ba ngm ia lay down iha aca of dubc 
hmt. bacawaa if Waat baa a aingiaion kmg. 
tour friafia m cfuba wdl ba avaiima 
Waat'a king of duba doaa fail unda* fha 
acd. ae Soutb haddito laada ■ low chib, 
iRfandM Id oiek ud uara 3 iO ■ k. But 
alaa.tftotoRhandli: 


109643 


i AS 
IB3 

t AOi' 
942 


J 7B 
KJ 106 


J OB? 
0109763 
R lOi 

♦ 7 


» K7 
AK4 

J B43 
AOBB3 

Wait wina Iba aacond dub and elaan 


tba apadai H oacura to South that ha 
might bava eouniarad Waat’a brilliant 
daoidtion' ha can laad a diamond to 
dummy'* aca and play a club from tba 
labia. Whan East ahowa out, Bowlb can 
ravan io Oramonda 


You boW aa South* 

# 1062 #K104? #3 4ARQ76 
I NT on your right you paaa« Two Kaarta 
on vou' lab Ttranafarl, deubM from 
partnar. Two Spadat from tba ooanar You 
bid Four Haaru. obvioMfV' In Mora Paadfy 
ihan tba Mato {Fabar. 0.96 or C3 J61 Hlii 
Uarkua axpkaint why ihia b*d (which aba 
madal waa wrong, ti’a flftt elaaa bridge 
and firai claas writing. 


fCRENCL Rt.LSE 


Quiz 


QUESTIONS 

f Name the Primo Mmistgr of the 
ReouCMic of Congo (Zaira) who waa 
Basaaait^dtao on 17 January I96i. 

2. Spanish IS the othoai lar^guagd Of aH 
South American couniriea a«ce^ one-, 
.where Porluguese is spottan. Which 
one'’ 

3. What do the lonovnng bava m com¬ 
mon: Arionio Vivaldi, Nicola PagarurM. 
Vebud* Menuhin and Fnlz Kretsler'’ 

4. Whal IS the hardest naiural subSt* 
anca found on eann^ 

5. Wilh which Amencen Prasident do 
yOJ associala the radio broadcasts to the 
Amencart people called “fireside cbtta'7 

Q. In medicme. what ia myeiiiis? 

7. Whet 1 $ gun cotton^ 

I WbBt was ihe Nui docvmt daman* 
ding land from other neigbbounng conn* 


tries aa *kwig space* lor Germans 

caned’* 

9. VAch wtoeb sport do you associate 
the penhofder and the snake-band gno"^ 

10. Name the bac4ariofo#si who osco- 
vered the antybecteriai enzyme lys^ 
zoma and pencMm? 

11. Name the largest office butotog in 
the world? 

12. TTte flag of wbteb country has a 
dragon on B red and yelow badcground? 
13 How is Lev Davidovich Bronstem 
beoar knosm as? 

14, Which intomabonBi finandal orga* 
fnaoon was p r o p o se d at me Bretton 
Woods contorence and estabhihed on 
27 December 1945 lor the devetopmem 
of world trade? 

15. The ton. (he epee end me aabre are 
uaed m nMch epon? 


'6uioue^ 

^ (dWI> 

punj Ajeiduoy^ IsuodBUieiuj egi >l 

Ajisioji uoei Cl 

usinije 21 

dniee Aismiuj 
Sn eui sasnoii gdi^u uodstue^ egx ' 1 1 
Quiiiiefd jepusxeiv oi 
aiuuei'etOBi *5 

W09J^U9g9^ *0 

PtoB dunMdinB 
pue 3u;iu q)uvi IJ0S09 frugejotes Aq pa;ra 
•oemueiu doueieqns eiusoidxe uy i 
pKO leuids eqi <0 uouBluegm eqi '9 

:»A»eoou 0 S 

puoujtfp eiu > 
siau^oiA shoujej eia Aam g 

ffTBJ0 *E 

tgumiuiri enaBd 1 
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or a bank 
that's 

a real pleasure 
to visit. 

The choice is entirely yours. 

You can continue to put up 
with t^ noise and the confusion 
eveiy tirne you visit your bank. 

Or you can find a bank that 
treats you the way a bank should. 
With a lltUe couite^. 

A little attention. 

And a IMIe enthusiasm. 

AtHongkongBankyouwitI find 
all three In plenty. What you 
won't find b the aloofness 
that some people s eem to read 
Into an international name. 

Walk Into our nearest branch. 
Look around and see the difference 
for yourself. 

And make your choice. 


HongkongBank 

the Bongliong and Shanghai EtonklnflCofporatfon 

Bombay CaMutta new Delhi 
nadraa VWaKhapatnam 
W <fg ha nt Sankino Dtvtokon Bombay 
Tbe Wish BanK or tbe Middle bat Bombay 
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Because your money deserves 
. a little more respect 


V* 
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TEASERS 


Quizzbizz 

ifi 

SYMBOLS 

LOGO 

ADVERTISING 

Tben,QUlZZ 


8Y SHAMLU DUOEJA AND CHAMPAK 6ASU 

I Mind Bender 


« 19 
« IS 
>9 

s 3 


Figure it out 

Ad* 

• oA^lt *0 • ♦ 1 




Af A I ♦ 

Aad» o 

A non f 

* ♦ • 1 • 

A A- « 1 

In this division problem elites 0 to 9 are 
represented by symbols. 

Can you decipher this symbol division? 

Shape Sieuth 



Without lifting your pencil end crossing a line, trace 
(he following figure in one single scrolte. 


Quick Think 


How quickly can you form one nineOeiter word, first. 
«nd then re arrange the nine letters to fom two new 
>vords; 

AEDDNNOLl 


Mg A I 

± ^ A 1.1 ^ 
1. -1H1L 
- 11 . 1113 - 

iiim 

I 2 9 7 I 5 9 


In (he figure above, interchange t(m% uf numbers in 
such a manner chei in the final position, the top five rows 
add up to give the new number in the bottom ruw. 


Word Power 


Take a sii'letter word, change one letter only and 
shuffle the six letters to form a new word. Now change 
another, and shuffle ihe new set uf six letters to form a 
new woH again. Do this till you have gone through as 
many letters of alphabei as possible. Look at the 
example below: We started with CRAVES 


LETTER SUBSTITUTED 


WORD 

CRAVES 

CRAZES 

plA?E$ 

TRACES 

RACKCT 

CARfET 

NECTAR 

CARNET 

BANTER 

BARMEN 


and so on, till all th» Urieni of the alphabet are used up. 
The score for this chain of words is; 

6 (number of letters in the word) X 9 substitutes » 54 
Can you make a chain of 7*lerter words, starting with 
any word of your of your choice, and get a full houses; a 
score of 7 X 26 substitutes or 162? 


Blockbuster 



A« C D, E. 1. M. N, S, W. Y 







TEASERS 


I 


Word Play 



This word maze will contain 12 words when com* 
rieied. one letter per space, reading in either clockwix 1 
or anti'ClockwIse direction. The cluev to the words are j 
given below; | 

I Royal females 2. Site of excavation 3. A room nexi to 
(he kitchen 4. Male gooae S Caring around S Milky acid 
7. Not lenient 8. Relating to a tribe 9. More than a laugh 
10. Sufficient )1. Mix around, for Zen 12. A male b^. 


What’s in a Word? 

Here is a group of words that have been squashed 
together. There are two on each line. Can you disentang. | 
le them and sav what the original words were? 
PEBRANITUTTLE • 


Think Tank: 


M 



<$> 



m. 


<J> 


@ 

a 


s 


A 


Figure it Out: 


Qukk Think: Aunt Cna must be one of my father's 
sisters. As he has un« mure brother than he has sisters, 
there must be two more males than females in his family 
nnd Aunt Gita must therefore have three more brothers 
* han sisters. As she has twice as many brothers as siiters. 
she must have six brothers and three listers, so that I 
have five uncles—one of the brothers is my father—and 
four aunts, including Aunt Gita. 

Ciyptocross. 



CCKORECOALAMTE 


. Solutions to laat week's Teasera: 

Scrambles: Green. Range, Armed. Slave. Paint and 
> Grasp, 

I Shape Sleuth: C 

I Wlfsharpcner (Page 71): History. Contemplate. Pina- 
' fore, Mathematic 


Mind bender: 
',- 



Witsharpcncr: Anu Kumar (1) and her brother Cajendra 
U X 1) get 4; Bina Raj wade (2) and her brother Dev <4 x 
2) get lUi Kaveri Sharma (3) and her kvother Handu (3) 
I get 6; Damayanti Lai (4) and her brother Piyare LaU4 x 
, 2) gat 12 
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ntDKHnwnnrimftm 


•UWAV ^ (iw 


7$ 







n A9 


fete 


Z ' 
) ^ 


M. 

MA’AM 


Ncu r PitL Botif'C 


'O' 


Tm &CA£HAMeP 
. OP MVS€LF 


I ' 


voon JU5T5Uftl5TmOU5 
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1 Tao TH6 TEAC^eS I PIPN’T WftrE 
Ml* UOMEulOlU OOHE B€CAU56 I 
iUASH'T FEaM6 U«a IA$T M6UT. 



MO ONE cooic luaT Kuevr 

THAT MMieOPV IN YOt« 
FAMILY WOW.0 NME SAP 
LUCK OCCAUfe OF SOMHUlHe 
—I NOU ClP... ___ 








ACTUALLY I IUA5 WCHlNf TV...NOy 
lU K PUNiSMEP LUITM SAP LJCK... 
OK 50MEK0PV \H OUt FAMILY giLU 
UAYE 6AO LUCK... 


4 .: 





HAS MY 5I5TSR 
SKHLYIN6 A6A1N?: 
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No, you don't. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 



»» 


r 

p\ 

r y^\ 


FUnbaiy 6 Garlic 
Paari» give long- 
farm rahaf from 
di 9 e» 1 ive probfams 

Bocaube (hey 

contain pure garlic 
oil (hai has been 
recognised by 
Ayurveda, and 
mcdern medical 
science, to have 
great curative 
properties 
Ranbaxy's Gatlk 
Pearls also help <r. 
reducing « 
cholesterol levels. 


^ ;| Vi 




O 

aasing joint pams. 
preventirtg 
recurring coughs 
and colds 

Just two Ranbaxy's 
Garlic Pearls twice 
a day keep you in 
good health. 



HANBAZ7S 


All tha cures that 
nature put In garlic — 
without the smell. 


■iMM* I' (Mr 





VARIETY/Xhaas Baat 


Jijitprada; ml friendly 

D t^pti Smvm! was very 
disturbed. A cessip 
magazine carried an item 
which said that she was 
married before she mar¬ 
ried Prairash Jh^s and had 
left her husband some¬ 
where in New York before 
she came to Bombay six 
years ago. The item also 
mentioned (hat Prakash 
(00 had a wife tucked 
away somewhere in Bihar. 
"How can they be so ridi¬ 
culous? Don't they know 
how much they hurt two 
individuals who are just 
startingoff in life?" Deep- 
ti asked with tears in her 
eyes. Prakash, however, 
just laughed off the whole 
thing. 

S arika who is facing bad 
times is being tempted 
Vith lucrative offers to 

f iJay the«amp in Hindi 
iims. "The dey she agrees 
to do that she will bea{ all 
the other vamps and even 
some of the leading ladies 
hollow,” says director Sub¬ 
hash Cha;. But Sarika has 
not given in to the tempta¬ 
tions yet. The man in her 
life is against the move, it 
jssaid. 

S hobhin Baba has 
promised never to act 
in a film, wirh twn big 

stars. He did not like whar 
happened to him in Maha- 
ungr^matfi where he co- 
siarred with Krishna. 

What happened is that 
Shobhan was completely 
over-shadowed by Knsh- 
ne Hence, the decision to 
act in films alone. 


/ ayaprada has her share 
of fans and ardent 
admirers Said una who Is 
quite close to her. '*1 can¬ 
not understand Jayapra- 
da. She has everything in 
her favour. She is good- 
looking. has a good figure 
and is a good actress Than 
why is she so scared of 
being friendly. She is »o 
cold and remote always. 
Why can't she relax and 
enjoy herself when she 
can.** 

R ecently a Telugu pro¬ 
ducer approached Ha- 
jxirkanth to act in a 3-D 
film. He offered him a 
large amount of money, in 
fact, double his normal 
rate. But Rajnikanih re¬ 
fused bluntly. Apparently 
he did not take up (he 
lucrative offer as ii would 
clash with bjs callsheets. 


I LJas ManoyiCumar losi 
I ^vhismagic touch? This 
I question is being asked <n 
i film circles in Bombay 
\ thesedays. lofacc.Manoj 
I Kumar has never been tlM 
i same again after he made 
I Krann. his Iasi successful 
film. Soon after the film 
was completed, he went 
underground and 
did not come of his hide¬ 
out for months. Ai that 
time, a number of stories 
came out of the gossip 
mtUs Some said be was 
seriously sick. Others said 
he had l^ome an alcoho¬ 
lic specially after the tra¬ 
gic death his father. To 
make matters worse he 
was even rushed to hospit¬ 
al to be treated for a 
mysterious ailment. A film 
called Santosh which was, 
till then, in the making for 
more than five years was 


MandakWi npoaad 


rurihei delayed and 
another film, Kicky, which 
was planned to resurrect 
his son Kunars sagging 
career also suffered. The 
worst is over now The 
I great actur is trying hts 
, best to make H comeback 
' to form. He has completed 
work on both i{anto»A and 
Ricky^ and is busy putting 
things together to start 
dark. Moham mad A a n d 
' 2eb, the star couple from 
' Pakistan, ore acting in the 
I film, while Manoj himself 
will play the title role. He 
, has approached Kekha 
and Nasavruddin Shah but 
they have yet to sign up. 

I t II not so easy to be a 
Raj iCapoor heroina. 
i ActressaslikePadm/nx. 

, Vyjayaorimaia, Dimpia, 

; Zaene r Axnan a nd Fadmifi i 
Kolhapura realised it 
when they worked with 
him. He made them ex- 
! pose their bodies under 
I some pretext or the other. 
The latest to have under¬ 
gone similar treatment is 
the youngest Raj Kapoor 
' discovery. JVfandakxxti. She 
: is playing a "very diffe- 
I rent role" in the film and 
, people who have »een the 
; rushes and pictures of the 
I young girl are already 
I talking about her exposing 
I her body without being 
obscene or vulgar "For 
me ihe female form is 
I Cod's most beaurilui crea- 
I non and I don't see any¬ 
thing wrong in exposing a 
beautnui. body What's the 
use of hiding B body that 
' should be seen and 
. admired^" Raj asks. 

T he more Radha tries to 
pass on some of her 
^ extra films to elder sister 
' Ambike, the more the pro- 
I ducers (urn away from 
I her Rad b a is being 
flooded With Telugu films, 

. too many in fact. So, like a 
. good girl she tries to pass 
I ths-producer on to Ambi- 
j ka.lt is Radha or someone 
I else, certainly not Ambi- 
) ka, say the producers. 

1 Asked why this was so, one 
producer said.^Ambika is 
(he south’s Axnnre Sin$h. 
She is not at all feminine 
and even lacks the gla¬ 
mour Chat Amrlta h^." 
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DEL HI DIARY 



Unexpected 

Punctuality 

S oma CaniJhi cuffed s 
stir d( I he Ti-vn Murti 
House on IH February 
The auciiiorium of the 
Nehru MeTnoriui was 
hiKiked by an orKumxJtion 
called Development Hv- 
search Croup, for a dis 
course by vice president 
K Venkatucaman The 
iheme was '*[ndirsi Cun 
dhi—eiernal woman " A 
uiurine invilation hail 
been sem lo the Finn** 
MiniMvr’s h(Mi»e the 
scheduled lime tiiven ni 
ihe inviiaiKMi w»s iiw pm 
The vice president hud 
been asked hy The orK*<nt'> 
ers to rt sich the unditnr 

lum bv ^ iU pm, keeping in 

mind th«ii funcinms never 
siart puncluallv The 
Frime Minisler’s wife, who 
wus nut hfin^ expected, 
(urtied up at the audiior 
ium eiiiklly al five. iHcom 
panied hy Fupiil Javakai 
The urganivos were vis 
ihlv emhHrrnM*ed Dhoiiva 
Kuinhr, the secret in v of 
the group, desperuieiv 
tried to explain to .Somo 
f'andhi the reasini lot the 
delayed ainvu] of the 
chief guest. The clhciviii 


image of the ka.iivCandhi 
odministratton seems in 


be receiving able support 
from StiniH Gnndhi 


Clean Sweep 

F or the .Uoata Hortv 
chief. C li j n d I a 
Shekhar, ihv Assembly 
elections hove been a 
lioon. Not i>nly hos his par 
ty won m Karnaloka and 
emerged as the biigs-st 
(laiional opposicion pariy, 
in his Lok Sabha consii 
tuency, Rullia, the party 
has won alJ ihefive Assem* 
bly seats Chondta 
Shekhar had lust the Lok 
Sahha pulls hy fifl.OllO 
voles. Thv combined lead 
of the five winning .fanau 
candidates ihis time was 
bd,000 votes. This means a 
swing of around one Inkh 
votes has taken pUse in 
Chandra ShekhaTs favour 
within harelv ten weeks of 
the l>ok Sahha ]>oUs. 
There are eight AsM'mblv 
segments in Ballia distrin. 


( haodra hlwMiar 


of winch five arc in Chan 
iira Shekhar's consiiiuen* 
,\ Two 01)1 trf the rest of 

the three seats have been 
won hs* the DMKP Onlv 
one seal in the BaUta re* 
gion has c»ne to the Con- 
gressiU. 


Governmental 

Inequality 

T he young firebrand 
trade union loader of 
Delhi. Lain Maken twho 
reprewnts South Delhi iii 
tl»e Lok Sahhai has sttried 
«i hornet's nest While pub 
lie sector vmplovccs have 
been getting increased 
wages, guvernmeni em¬ 
ployees are awaiting the 
award of ihe Inurth Pav 
Commission Maken has 
calculated that a clerk in j 
the public sector gets Rs ' 

4^7 mr»re then a govern, 

ment clerk (while their in¬ 
efficiency :s similari. 
Maken. who has led many 
successful agtcations and 
niiw commands majority 
suppun in most trade un¬ 
ions of Delhi, has deman- * 
ded that the wages be 
made at par. 


Deals? 


T hu IridoSoviet arms 
deals seem to jinxed. 
The ministerial level 
talks have been post* 
puped twice due to the 
dv4ibs of VIPs. When In¬ 
dira Gandhi was assassin* 
uted in October, the then 
defence minisier, S. B. 
Ciiavan, was in Moscow 
to negotiate arms purch- 
us«'s He had to rush back 
home riu- present minix* 
tor, P.V. Narasimha Ran, 
was leaving for Moscow 
along wiih defence 
secretary S K Bhatnagur 
to restart ihe aborted 
talks, whei. ;he news of 
K I >iis t an t j n C her n en ku% 
Heath was announced. 
While the Indi>*Soviet 
deals are being delayed 
due to some jinx, the 
purchases from France 
have run into rough 
weaiber after the spyring 
of ('oomar Narain (which 
nocesMtaicd the depar* 
tvire of the French envoy 
and a deputy military 
Jitachei was busted, 
Meanwhile, there are re* 
ports from Washington 
that the Reagan adminis* 
t nit Kin has offered to 
help India in the ''niod- 
ernisaiiiin" of the armed 
forces and expressed hs 
uadiiiess lo givt sc¬ 
rums CO n side rati on " to 
Indian requests for milii- 
arv equipment. Will In¬ 
dia be able to enter a 
“ h oV-A m t-fi ca n " phase ? 
The American offer, 
however, is not unpre* 
cedented. Every time an 
Indian team plans a visit 
to Moscow, such "offers" 
come, which are not fol¬ 
lowed up by Washington. 


TAII.riECK. Which way 
d(* im|Kirtuiii files in the 
information and broad- 
costing ministry move 
these days*' The grapevine 
has It land it is no rumour) 
that the niuvemeni is from 
CiU to Cadgil. S. S. Gill h 
the minisiry'v secretary, 
V. N. Cadgil is the minis¬ 
ter in chdige. 

0.f; WtmimiMfn 
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KOHiNSE^R 


Anri no 
two niomenls 
will over 
be the 
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3 colour coneJoms In one pock 
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Bajaj Automatically 


If sinner me asked you to name India's largest scooter 
manufacturer, whose name would come to mind first? 


If you were told there is a plant in India which turns out one 
scooter every minute, who would you think of first? Bajaj Auto, 
automatically. 

Hut the waiting list for Bajaj se*ooters Is too long even for 
such a plant: though it i.s as hig as any single scooter plant 
in the world. 


So, Bajaj Auto is setting up two new plants which will help us 
to produce over 7(K),{M10 vehicles a year. 

Normally, it lakes years to commission such 
an operation. But with our experience, we 
plan to start production at Aurangabad by 
mid-1985 and U.P. by 1986. 

Which should keep Bajaj Auto the 
leader for years to come: automatically, vofu* for monoy, for yoort 
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WHY UNION CARBiOS 
SHOULD BE THROWN OO S 

OF INDIA 




\ UNION 
CARBtDI 
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The colourful walls of Shekhavati... 
The contemporary touch of OCM 




Suitings 

THE PERFECT FABRIC 


70/30, Silver, S2, 
SUkcrelt^ Lincoln, 
Executive & Millioniire Suitings. 








Introducing 

VERLON 



\^lk in them, 
wiirfc in them, 
oirae in them, 

Laf in them. 
TT> 2 ''i'e new. 

rhe>‘’fe witing. 
They re fnvn Bau. 


Available ar select Jtmtm/JKCsiotcs 


Feet Style from Italy 

VERLON 


.AC(l/B«U/V-3/96 




Superstar Material! 



Amitabh. The No. 1 stor in the 
Bombay Dyeing-Cine Blitz Star Contest. 

A men's weorrgnge with star qirolityl 
Elegant shirtings Suitings with floir. 

Weor Bombay Dyeing — ond you'll moke the 
scene wherever you go. 


BOMBAY 
DYEING @ 




SUITINGS •SHIRTINGS 
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CONVbKSAllClN 


Th4Cov«f-up 

Four tnonihs after the 
world's wurHienvironmantal 
disaiter «(njck BhApal 
killing 2, WO people and 
maimins many mure, when 
the deadly MIC Mt aicaped 
from Union Carbide (India i 
Limited*! pettiode plant, irt 

C arant organiaation in USA» 
nioii Carbide Corporatum, 
has come out with a report 
Mluarely blaming its Indian 
Mjb>idiary fur the tragedy. 
Su MM V corre* po ndant! 
examine the report and 
analyte bow ihe U$ 
nultmational U trying to 

i ass tlie buck on to its 
ndian tubiidiary. 


SUNDAY SPORTS 3 


Vktory In PtMrt 


With the victory in the 
Rothman*! Trophy. India 
ha! emeried as the 
unditputed championt in 
one-day chekat. Zaheer 
Abbas writes on rhe Indian 
ceam't <ucce«$ in Shariah. 


iWonltoLovo 

Cawybotly* 

ftani^ladech Pretiduni 
General H. M. Rrshad lalks 
loM J Akbar 

COMMrNT 


DatelineM.J Akbar? 
Geoaip Sweet and Sour 
Khuahnam Singh ^ 
BiclualTe Kuldip Nayar 11 
Optatloni: 


NEWS 4$ 


Miainformed Minister? 

SP Accused of Rape 
F.U. Shanmugam: Accused? 








RESUDI 



Tomorrow begins here 


Compuhtrs from BPL. Kor boUer i i)fortn«ition processing. 

They are being used iucre^siniJy. even tor 
unconvenlional applications... 

In the migincerihg eAUsnc:e ex^tM Un instance. 
Where the compulertfvdhiates answer pniHirs. prints out 
results and maintains academic lecords. 

Like the Computer. BPL’s other Office Aulomatior 
Products also go a lung way tr increasing elficiency and 
productivity: Small Business Systems. Word Processors. 
Automatic Plain Paper Copiers, Electronic Scanners and 
Private Autotnatic Exchangee. 

There are other vital aica.>; that BPL serves too. 
With Instrumentation (Industrial. Medical k Measure* 
ment). (Ilomputers, Communications. Components and 


Consumer Electronics. 

Behind Ibis diverse product range is a vast corpus 
of knowledge that BPL has acquited over the last two 
decades. This knowledge has been integrated through 
technical tie-ups with international brand leaders like 
Texmate, USA: Sanyo. )apan and IMS. USA. And 
through as infrastructure that's unique only to BPL: 
Seven integrated factories, three R & D groups. in*houae 
manufacture of critical components, a nationwide 
marketing network and an independent company 
exclusively employed for servicing. The resuh? ProdOcts 
that are bett^ suited for local conditions. And user 
needs. 

Yes. Satisfying user needs is. ultimately, the only 
objective BPL has. 


In pursuit of perfection 


Compufttn o OMunuo/catfon • Components 

inetrumenliiiion fIndustrie!, Medu:elS Meesurementf e OQceAvtometJon e CoDsumetSiectTonict 









Dateline/ 


M.J.AkSar 


I Shaiitinik€tan: You kno^ you bare 
cotne clo&o to nature when unpredict* 
able things start (ailing on your head. 
We had iust entered the city when a 
small, dried, green mango came 
down sharply, the victim of a child’s 
accurate catapult. With so many 
trees, catapults and mangoes around, 
this sort of thing i$ presumably in¬ 
evitable. But far be it for city types 
like me to scoff at the wealth that 
nature has to offer. And very soon, 
quite imperceptibly, the serenity of 
Shantinikeian begins to seep intn 
ygur consciousness It is all straight 
out of the picture book. Beautiful 
young women and earnest, soft* 
spoken men sitting under trees, chat¬ 
ting, waiting for the open-air class to 
begin Snatches of song in the dis¬ 
tance. People from all over the world 
come to tBite the magic of an en¬ 
vironment created by a unique 
genius who became both the voice of 
I a culture and a culture. There is • 
pride in Bengal and Bengali here, a 
deep and powerful pride which is not 
aggressive but which cen be touched 
easily by a fake gesture, a wrong 
word When Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi comes to Shantmiketan to 
preside over the convocation, the one 
mistake he can't afford to make is 
pass any disparaging judgment on 
any aspect of Bengal’s health. One 
more remark like the one about 
Calcutta's terminal condition, and 
chief minister Jyoti Basu need do 
nothing mt.'e to win the next elec 
lion. 

I t IS a bit strange that a member of 
the Nehru family should have fal- 
' len out with Calcutta. The family’s 
ties with Calcutta’s greats had been 
strong and affectionate. Motilal and 
C R. Das were ihe greatest of 
friends, and much of the mythology 
about the behaviour of the best kind 
of lawyer owes to them. It is absolute¬ 
ly true chat the two would spend the 
whole day in the sharpest debate, on 
behalf of their respective clients, set 
spies on each other to check battle 
plans, and then split a bottle of the 
best whisky in the evening. Their 
friendship took on a political dimen¬ 
sion in the creation of the Swaraj 
Facty^hey shifted away frum Gan- 

dhiji in their assessment of the role 
of the Legislature in the freedom 
struggle. Both gave their homes to 
the nation. Motilil’s most important 
hour in Indian politics was iJso the 
Calcutu Congress of 1921^. Jawahar- 
lal kapt up tna aisociation. particu¬ 
larly through his graat and oft- 
expresaad admiration for Gurudev. It 


was in recognition of this bond that 
Gurudev kepi a separate room in his 
house for the Nehrus> near his own 
bedrooin^and this is (he room Rajiv 
Gandhi will occupy when be spends a 
day at Shantiniketan. 


When Prime Mlnleter 
Rajiv QanfUil eomee to 
Sbantiniketan to 
preside over the 
oonvocation, the one 
mistake he can't afford 
to make is pass any 
disparaging Judgment 
on any aspect of 
Bengal'■ health. One 
more remark like the 
one about Calcutta's 
terminal condition, and 
chief minister Jyoti 
Basu need do nothing 
more to win the next 
election. 


It is, like the rest of the house, 
simple, elegant, withoui the slightest 
trace of ostentation or effort, it is a 
part of a hone. On the walls are just 
three photo-portraili of Gandhiji, 
Nehru and Acharya Jagadish Chan¬ 


dra Bose. A targe poster bed takes up 
space just off-centre, and against one 
wall is a beautiful low. wooden set¬ 
tee. Beyond the small ante-room is 
ihe verandah which overlooks a 
gravelled courtyard and the ex¬ 
quisite rose gardens. This is the way 
it once was. This is the way it still is, 
l^ank Cod some things don't change 


T he most lasting impression one 
brought back from Shantinikeian 
was the sheer kindness of the people, 
and their sincere pleasure while 
helping, whether It was an Ajii Pod- 
dar showing one theaudio-visual unit 
(he needs • new microfilming unit^ 
surely Bengal can provide him that 
muchl), or the maneger of the tourist 
lodge, S. Chakrabony, ensuring that 
lunch was a pleasurable affair. Gr¬ 
and most of all—the unknown person 
who helped my seven-year-old 
daughter put on her shoes, patted 
her on the back, and went on. There 
is time in Shantinikeian for the fel¬ 
low human being—and if that was 
the only thing they taught there, the 
whole institution would still have 
been worth preserving just for that. 

Calcutta may not be dying (cities 
like Calcutta never die, nor do they 
fade away), but it is clearly indis¬ 
posed (both no further then the elec¬ 
tricity). But I am tmly glad to report 
that Shantiniketan is in the best of 
health—apart, incidentally, from the 
elect riciry. 
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Our dudhwala 
often travels with us 
on our holiday! 

A trusted friend for twenty years 


Holidays art! fun. but yuu can’t always be sun about the qua^ty of the 
food you flet. Milk, for iiutance, especiaDy when you have chddresi. 

Amul Milk Powder is like an instant diKfhwala. You have pure M^lesome 
milk all the lime. For children artd aduhs to drink. For curds. Ussi. 

kheer. hatwa, rasogollas. or even a cup of tea. 
The great advantage of Amul Milk Powder is lhai the ccmsistency of the 
milk remains the same. Has remained the same. In fad. for twenty yean. 

Amul MILK POWDER 

It’s like having a dairy in your home. 


Ha/ketcd by: Cutant Coeperalive Mflk Maiketing PedmtWt Ltd.. Atiand. 


AMP'>0-03 




GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khlshwant Sisoh 



Family Planning: 
Punjab Style 

■ have before me an idvertleemeAt 
issued by the director, heihh end 
f amily Welfare of the Punjab gov* 
•mment published io the monthly 
journal, Art 0 / Lfrinf. Since the 
Journal ia devoted to art and culture, 
the department took pains to draft a 
epeciaf which would conform to Its 
literary standards. Jt is hilarious. The 
heading reads; "The Beautiful Land* 
lady Without Mercy." The writer had 
obviously reed Le Beffe Dame Seas 
gfercf without digesting iu massage. 
A landlady without marcy ia 
approachad for accommodation by a 
*Khool caachrass" racantly tranifar* 
rad to tha village. 

"Number of children?" asks the 
landlady "frowniogly." Tha 
"taachrasi** admits to haWng a three- 
month-old baby. 

"What is the guarantee that you 
won’t multiply soon? My previous 
house was anyway spoilt by a football 
team called family. Tlta helpless pa¬ 
rents could not afford to pay the rant 
even. 1 forewent two yeti' rent to 
get the house vacstaal" The poor 
"teechress" promises to piy rant 
regularly. The cruel landlady agreei 
to consider her case favourably pro¬ 
vided the has a rambi (copper T) 
inserted and vouches for its "100 per 
cent efficacy." Apparently the 
"ceachress" has already a second 
child tn her womb. "Then get a 
ntveran (aboition) from the primary 
health centre near hera: Do you 
agtae?" 

The "teachress" agf^r- She also 
agrees not to undergo tubectomy. 
Tlie landlady summons her husband 
as witness to the fact chat ever since 
she had laparoscopic tubectomy he 
has become more obedient. Her hue 
band acknowledges hla gratitude; 
"You underwent a major operahou 
after all I avoided a minor one. So I 
mutt respect you. k this "henpecked- 
ness?" he asks. 

Do you get the message? Punjabis 
apparently do. 

FImetar MPs 

F ilmstars make winning candi¬ 
dates but very rarely go^ perlia- 

mencarians. In my five years in the 
, Rajya Sabha I have known sU of 
them: Nargis Duct, Sivaji Ganesan, 
I Affllrabh Bachchan, Sunil Dutt, 

' jayanrhixnaia and Jayalaliiha. Nargii 
: did not live long enough to prove her 
' worth. Siviji Ganasan made a drami' 
tic appearance whan ha came to leka 
the oath. Theraaiter ha baa rarely 
been seen in the House. Amltabb, 
#un^ and Vyjayasthlmala are new- 


I 



comers end haven’t yat bad the 
opportunity to contribute anything 
worthwhile. For one. they are mem* 
bars of the ruling party and the Lok 
Sabha has so many of tbam that they 
will not be given many chances to . 
speak; they would have done better \ 
>^th the opposition. For another, 
they do not seem to have decided on 
^ir priorities Their footing and 
dancing commitments cut into Par* 
liament's sessions: shooting and 
dancing are evidently more profit* 
able than the Rs ?S per diem given 
for anandance in the House. Only 
one, Jayalalcihe. seems to have final* 
ly opt^ for policies against con 
tinuing stardom. Right now she has 
the b»t of all the worlds. With the 
eclipse of M.G. Ramachandren she 
has become Tamil Nadu’s biggest 
vote-catcher. She has her feet in both 
camps; as a member of the AlADMK. 
she it more than acceptable to the ' 
ruling Congress. And being nominal¬ 
ly a part of the opposition, she gets | 
more opportunities and more time to , 
speak. She eiploits them to the full. 1 
She is a rare combioation of beauty, 
bniln and talent, tenacity and ambi* • 
lion. 1 heard her speak twice on the 
budget. The last time she followed 
prof, Nirmal Chatierjee and ex* 
finance minister Pranab Mukherjee. ' 
After these formidable exponents ol 
budgetary problems, I feared JayeU- ' 
Utha wotdd coom a very poor third. ’ 
She was the picture of self* j 
confidence. Her good looks assured 1 
her of undivided attention, her mel* 
lifluous voice and solid sniff in 
her speech commanded respect for 
over half-an hour. She smiled her 
way through topics lake abolition of 
excise on soap and relWf for fisher¬ 
men of Rameshwaram. 

This lovely lass has taken her place 
in the centre of India's political stage 
and, being • Hindi-speaking Tami- 
lii^ is amurtd of a central role fot 
many years to cone- 


Solar EccentricHies 

A I the time I am writing this piece. 

New Delhi is a veritable paradise 
on the earth. By the time you get to 
reed it, the same paradise will have 
turned into a hell of heat and dust. 
Right now it Is the season of leaf- 
shedding and new leaf. Neemi, 
peepuls. banyans, mehuas cast off 
their withered garments to don fresh, 
pink and green foliage. Semuls, cor 
als. flame a-bauhenias are in flower; 
bougainvillaeas blase away in crim¬ 
son. Karlet red, mauve and pink 
overflowing walls and hedges. Gar* 
dens are full of flox. anterrhinums, 
carnations and marigolds. The city is 
• not of colour. Whichever way ye 
turn there is the face of Allah. 

Over the years I have kept a diary 
to record phenomena of nature: tha 
day the mulberry tree facing my 
window began to turn green; when 
the dry as dead*wood vine overhang* 
ing my balcony suddenly sprouted 
into life; when flies, ants, midges and 
wasps began to make nuisances of 
themselves; the courtship of Bengal 
Tree Pies, nesting of kites and vul¬ 
tures and lapwings calling on moonlit 
nights. J even record temperature 
and times of sunrise and sunset. 1 
compare notes taken on previous 
years with the present. I detect a few 
minor variations which do not se^m 
to have much significance But one 
phenomenon for which I rely on 
reports issued by our observatories 
and are published by most newspap¬ 
ers on their front pages makes me 
somewhat uneasy, vjs the length of 
days and nights over the year. My 
records reveal that over the years 
our observatories have been issuing 
exactly the same time for sunrise and 
sunset, I have no d< ubt that staff do 
not base these tunings on personal 
observation hut isvue carbon copies 
of data ihev have in their file^. 
Perhaps tht^ e right and over 
millions nf yeais the sun has risen 
and sec at precisely the same lime on 
a particular day. 

However, will they or some reader 
more knowledgeable than I. explain 
to me why when days begin to leng¬ 
then or shorten it should not be by 
the same time at both ends? 

According tn observatory handouts 
while the sujt continued to rise at 
7.15 am for the first fortnight of this 
year and once, on the 8th even a 
ounute later, to go back to 7.15 for 
another week in the same period. Us 
time of setting changed from 5.37 pm 
to 5.49 pm. Similar solar eccentrici- 
ties will be noticed by those who can 
scan weather reports Does the earth 
wobble as it turns? Or are our weaih* 
ermeo drunk? 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



More than 2,S00 
officers of 
flon-technical 
ministries...we- 
fll abroad during 
this period 
(January 
19S0-^uly 
1981). Of them. 
200 were from 
the department 
of economic 
affalK. And one 
should realise 
that the finance 
ministry Is one of 
the authorities 
meant to 
sanction such 


Join the Government, 
See the World 

££ Moil) th« »nd see the wurld." | SrrariKeiv, nu government department v 

BB Ithe old slogan the Navy uws lo I wilUng in answer iiue^tious ,jlv>ul the nu 
^B attrvet recruiiv cen now be put oui I hei of limes a cabinet minister nr a minis 



££ Moil) the Nav> end see the world." 
BB I (he old slogan the Navy uws in 
^B attrvet recruiis. can now be put oui 
by all segmenis of government ser- 
vice, civil or military. Though there is an 
order^by no means the first one—that pub 
lie servants should go abroad only when they 
must ^nd that any file containing a proposal 
for a visit abroad should go up to ihe top fur 
apprtfval, nu one seems deferred by ii 

How many trfficers do go abnud on duly 
every year and fur whai purpose^ These are 
questions which go unanswered, and no 
amount of badgering elicits replies from 
officers. The mformaiiun iv probably mua* 
‘classified* than anything else. Bui a few 
months ago 1 tried collecting Information on 
foreign jaunif. department wice. I met with 
some success The figures are noi really up 
to date and are far from complete Bui they 
Hi ill afford some idea uf how anxious our 
civil servants are lo travel to distant lands lo 
'serve the country bciier.' 

in nearly tB months between January 
1980 and .lulv 1981 as many as T.B&J officers 
went abroad and spent Rs 38 crores of 
public money on air passage, boarding and 
lodging Of these. 4S4 officers were from the 
ministry of defence But perhaps this is 
undeisiandabJe. The purpose of their vimis 
has not been divulged fur obvious reasons. 
The rest includes 344 officers from the 
department of atomic energy and 241 from 
the department of electronics. AgHin. these 
are 'high technology’ deparrmenis. and In¬ 
dia does need to linow more about lechnolo 
gical advancement abroad. This leaves more 
than 2,800 officers of nontechnical minis- 
trier who went abroad during this period. Of 
(hem. 200 were from the department of 
economic affairs. And one should realise 
chat the finance ministry is one of the 
authorities which are meant to sanction such 
trips. 

One explanation for so many officers of 
the economic affairs department going 
abroad, I was (old. is that they are required 
(0 attend Aid-India Club meetings. Bui then 
the Aid-India Club meets only once a year. 
What the officer who forwarded this ex- 
planaiion cevms to hav* forgoicen that 
(here is hardly a senior officer of the econo¬ 
mic affairs department who has not landed 
himself on a lucrative World Bank job. 

On checking their desiinations I found that 
most of the officers who had gone abroad 
went 10 (he USA. UK, France and Wesr 
Germany, in that order. Only a handful went 
to neighbouring couniriai, Pakisian, Bang 
ladeih and Sri Lanka—perhaps because 
theca countria* arc not ’pbortn’ enou^. 


Strange! V, nu govern me ni department wu« 
willing in answer iiuo^tious uboul the num- 
hei of limes a cabinei minister nr a in ini si vr 
uf stare in charge of lhal dcpoi imeiif hiid 
gone abroad. Even when 1 asked iiuestions 
on trips reported in newsiMpers, ihe stuck 
reply was, "Details canooi be divulged." Av 
for irips wnhm India, both minisrvts und 
officials tend in use anv pretext to go out uf 
Delhi. When the Kajiv Caiidhi government 
assumed office, ihe gvnerni iiistrmliun 
issued was ihai officers should be available 
ai their headquarters and should avoid 
travelling us far as possible. 1 do noi know if 
II still holds good. 

Ministers, ho wove i. nhow link' hcsuarion 
in travelling wnhuvi purpose Wiirk is *i're> 
uled’ if thejc is none to he done And ihv old 
line between official iHps iiiid privoie jaunts 
was blurred munv years ago. The number of 
times minisieis visit iheii home states or 
home towns mold work our to uii ustounikng 
figure. There are soioiirns of ihis kind prac 
(icaliy every weekend. The uihur day a 
minister complained io me lhal the use of 
railway saloons had bec*n unnecessanly str^p- 
i*vd His jMsiilicaiion fnr the complaint; he 
did not get c«» see his familv members 
because of 'heavy work*; navel by ruil caj 
saloon would provide him with an oppori un¬ 
ity (o meet them 

The extent to which slate governments 
misuse aircraft is scaiiJolous Ministers are 
almost always using them Today there is 
nothing unusual abuiii a central minister 
assigning a state-owned aircraft fur party 
work—conveniently shown .is 'official* fni 
the lecords In the past Sanjay Candhi 
always had th«’se airt'rafi at his command 
and also Rajiv Gandhi, when he wa.s (he 
Congress ill general bocteturv made use of 
the facility In the recent eiections, the 
election commission did nui want the ciiiof 
ministers to use siaie-owned aircraft during 
the polls. Some CMs were reluctant to abide 
by (be instructions. The chief election com¬ 
missioner bad to write to the chief secretar¬ 
ies to ensure that planes were kept 'guarded' 
during the campaign period But Bhajan Lai. 
the Haryana chief mlnisier, used hi.s state 
plane on the plea tha* it would be available 
10 the opposition leaders if they wanted to 
hire it. Naturallv, (he opportunity 'to hue it’ 
never came. N. U. Tewari oi Uttar Pradesh 
and Arjon Singh of Madhya Pradesh, now 
Governnr of Punjab, have also used their 
planes all (he time, unofficially. 

India can draw consolation from the fact 
that it is only ministers and no( officials who 
misuse state aircraft. Or. am 1 wrong? 
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Bright Star 


S UNDAY had rightJy described 
Ramakrishna Hegde as the Srar 
of ri>e/'ijrure<l7—23 March). Unlike 
many others, he is a chief minister | 
with overwhelming popular support. i 
He heads a government in Karnataka 
which actually works. However, I 
think that his services would be more 
useful at the national level. 

Ka.thmee Roushan Leff. Meerut 

•The people of Karnataka should be 
congratuJaied for voting Ramakrlsh- 
na Hegde back to povrer. The new 
lease nf life given to the Janata Party 
should be fully uttUsed by its leaders 
at the national leveJ. 

V. M hfarayvnaswemy^ Madras 

•Though the people of Karnataka 
voted for the Congressfl) in the last 
Lok Sabha elections, it was in no way 
a vote of no<onfidence against the 
I Hegde government. In the Assembly 
: eleciions the people snubbed Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's call for the 
same party rule at the centre and the 
state Mr Hegde won because of his 
administrative ability and his clean 
image compared to the infamous 
leaders of the Congress(I) in the 
state. If only we had a leader of the 
stature of Ramakrishtia Hegde at th« 
national level, the opposition would 
j have given the Congressll) a tough 
' fight m the last Lok Sabha elections 
I Smit$ ^farang. Now Delhi 

•I am sure that Ramakrishna Hegde 
will play a meaningful role in nation* 
al politics. His resounding victory at 
the polls only proves how popular hr 
is in his state. 

S- PithaipiWai, Trichy 

•R. K. Hegde had played his cards 
well. The way he came back to power 
shows how shrewd a politician he is. 
My congratulations to the people of 
Karnataka for making the right 
choice. 

M. Mohanty, Rairangpur (Orissa) 

•In keeping with true democratic 
spirits, Ramakrishna Hegde resigned 
from the chief ministership of Kar* 
nacaka after hts party's debacle in 
the Lok Sabha elections. The people 
rewarded his honesty and sincerity 
by voting him back to power with an 
overwhelming majority. Other politi¬ 
cians should emulate his example. 

5. V. Subba Rao, Ba/tgafore 

•The voters of Karnataka deserve to 
be congratulated for making the 
right choice. 

Arabinda Kumar Padhee, Bargarh 
j (Orissa) 

I e The mandate in favour of Ranak* 




risbna Hegde was a mandate in 
favour of value-based politics. It has 
also exposed the hollowness of popul¬ 
ist slogans like one-party rule The 
Indian electorate is extremely ma 
lure and Raiiv Gandhi should not 
take it for granted. The euphoria 
I generated by the historic mandate in 
the Lok Sabha elections has subsided 
and the Congressfl) must produce 
tangible results to remain in power. 

I R. Covind. New Delhi 

• The people of Karnataka voted for 
value-based politics as against the 
money based polities of the Cungres- 
s<l). The people reposed faith in the 
political principles followed by Mr 
Hegde and the Janata Party. 

A. Raruefi, Dibrugarh 

• Ramaknshan Tfegde i$ a rising 
star. He should now extend his vision 
beyond Karnataka and unite the dis- 

' illusioned opposition. 

, Anwar Alam Qumaispurt, Patna 

I 

, • Ramakrishna Hegde is indeed a 
' bright star on India's political hori- 
; son. Hegde's dramatic triumph has 
I proved that India possesses a mature 
I electorate capable of differeDtiating 
I between the good and the had. He 
j can now form a viable opposition to 
; the Congressfl) at the national level. 

{ K. Chidaeand Kumar, Bangalore 

' • The cover story was well conceived 
i but 1 did not appreciate a cigarette- 
puffing Hegde on the cover. 

P. Padmanabhei), Soman ur (TN) 

• Hegde's political maturity paved 
the way for his stunning victory in 
the Assembly elections. 

Sebuj Sen. Calcutta 


Shocking Racket 

I 
I 

T irthankar Ghosh's investigation. 

Innocents in Bihar Jaih (KV—16 
March] shocked me. Whai was dis> 
turbing was the fact that court offi* i 
cielv were also involved In the racket ' 
of fake warrants. The victims are ' 
usually very poor and they sell their 
meagre belonAiogt tu evade arrest by 
the police. 

Shankcilal Lehori, Culnera 
•The racket in fake warrants does 
rMt exist in Bihar alone. Wherever 
people are poor and ignorant, the 
police find a way to buJly them. 
BiraJ Patro, Madras 

•In » state when* “the CM, ministers 
and vice’chancf i^ors are accused of 
selling jobs," according to journalist 
Janardhan Thakur, “where illegal 
trade in liquor is carried our from the 
bungalow of a minister, where a 
police officer indicted by the Sup¬ 
reme Court for defrauding buys the 
post of an IG for a couple of lakhs 
and then goes on to pile a couple of 
crores during his term“ the racket in 
fake warrants is hardiv surprising. 

C B Sahai, New Delhi _ 

Factual Error 

A Statement made by D.E. Niza* 
mud dm in Audit Blues (Delhi 
Diary, 24 February—2 March] is not 
true. Referring to the appointment of 
, T.H. Chaturvedi as the comptroller 
and auditor general of India the 
author writes: “Before him (T.N. 

I Chaturvedi) no civil servant, includ* 
mg those of the prestigous ICS had 
held this post. Why was this top audit 
post gjveo to an IAS bureaucrat and 
I not to a reasoned auditor?" The fact 
is that the post of auditor general of 
India was always held by an ICS 
officer during the British rule and 
even after independence the pose 
was held by an ICS officer, Mr Ran* 
ganathan. Mi Chaturvedi*! inusedi* 
ate predecessor was also an IAS 
officer. The functions of the comperol 
ler and auditor general require vast 
administrative experience and hence 
the choice of IAS officers for that 
post. 

B.C. Murdeshwar, Bangalore 

• D.E. Nizanuddu) is not correct 
when he wrote that the poat of the 
comptroller and auditor general is 
traditionally manned by lAAS offic* 

^ ers. In fact, Mr Chaturvedi's prede* 

» cessor, Gian Frakash. was an IAS 
officer while a former CAG, A,X, 

. Chanda war an IRS officar. 

I M.A. Ahad, Bhubaneswar 








OPINION 


A n interview becomes absorbing 
only when the interviewer end 
the interviewee outch each other's 
wits. Readers had the rare opportun¬ 
ity of going through one such inter¬ 
view when M. J. Akbar spoke to 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi (The 
Assiisination wms Done Sot to KiU 
Mrs Gsndhi, tr was Done for the 
Reecfion^ 10—16 March). But I think 
that some of the PM’s answers were 
very sketchy as, for eaample. on the 
Kashmir issue. However, 1 agree with 
Mr Akbar chat Rajiv Gandhi has 
generated much hope in the public 
mind after assuming office. Every¬ 
body feels that he possesses the key 
to solve ell the problems. I hope he 
does not let his countrymen down. 
B. Ganesh, Jamshedpuj* 

•The dialogue with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter was informative. I felt as if I was a 
aileni participant at a dinner 
itteoded by Rajiv Gandhi end M. J. 
Akbar- I specially enjoyed che sec¬ 
tion on Keshmir- 
Aijas ChisArr, Srxiiegar 

•The interview contained many 
memorabla quotas. One was the PM’s 
assertion that he '‘never sought re¬ 
venge against the Sikhs." 

Sirjhar Oas Gupre, Calcutta 

eSmiDAV took the right decision to 
carry the full interview in one issue. 


M . J. Akber's brief write-up on 
the dedicarion with which pub¬ 
lishers carry on their vocation, has 
come as a breath of fresh air (Date 
L’lre, 3—9 February). It is easier cc 
awlm with the current and run down 
the often-maligned publishing com 
munity. Therefore, your bold initia¬ 
tive in presenting an objective 
assessment of the actual position if 
to be highly appreciated. 

Publishers, as rightly pointed out 
by you. are indeed a devoted lot who 
have chosen their profession more 
out of commitment than che lure of 
making quick profits. Most people 
are not even aware that, in India, 
financial institutions do not offer 
credit farilicies to the publishing 
mdusiry since books are not consi¬ 
dered tufficietit guarantee for the 
aecurity of their loans. Publishers 
have, thus, to fall beck entirely upon 
their personal resources for all their 
Bcdvltiea. 

Furrher. che state enjoys monopoly 
over che pubUeaiioa of text-books for 
govemmeoi-ruB schools throughout 
the country. This constitutes almost 




A Rare Dialog^ 



Rajiv Gandhi 


Rajiv Gandhi's replies to M.J. 
Akbar’s tricky questions were frank 
and jlluminacmg. I am eagerly watt. 
Ing to see how the PM tackles the 
Punjab problem. He has taken e step 
in the ri^t direction by releasing che 
Akali leaders. 

Snahasts BagcAx. Durgapar 

eThe PM’s ability to teke quick deci- 

Publisher’s Plight 

70 per cent of the total publishing 
activity in India and accounts for a 
business of over 1.000 crore«. (In 
fact. gS per cent ef publishing is in 
the hands of the state.) This has 
deprived publishers of a strong and 
stable financial base. As a result, 
publishers unlike their counterparts 
in other democratic countries, are 
generally not in a position to under¬ 
take academic publishing which, 
quite often, is not economically vi¬ 
able but is necessary to fulfil social 
obligations and project India's greet 
cultural heritage io ocher parts of the 
world. 

The phenomenal rise in the prices 
of paper during the last decade has 
dealt a crippling blow to the pub¬ 
lishing industry. Since paper 
accounts for nearly 70 per cent of the 
cost of production of books, the 
abnormal increase in the cost of 
paper has pushed up price* of books 
bey^d the reach of average readers. 
The number of potential layers, luo, 
has unfortunately not iocreased be¬ 
cause of various factors including 
low literacy rate, general lack of 


lions w^e evident from some of the 
answers. 

Prwmod SaAoo, Chtrimiri (MP) 

ell was a wise decision to publish the 
interview in a single issue. The com¬ 
prehensive interview was Illumi¬ 
nating. 

Surinder Sahni, Puna 

•Rajiv Gandhi is just a few years old 
in politics and yet he faced M. J. 
Akber like a seasoned politician I 
appreciated his confession that 
morality in politics Is • forgotten 
word. 

Shyemei Gupta. Burdwen 

•The interview-based cover story on 
Rajiv Gandhi was timely and absorb¬ 
ing. 

Satmui Siddiqui, KAustfa fBartg- 
fades A) 

•I wet impressed by Rajiv Gandhi's 
frank admission that the speech deli¬ 
vered by him to the nation on the 
first day was not entirely his own. 
Pot that matter even an orator like 
John Kennedy had hia speeches pre¬ 
pared by experts. 

$. JayanJ, Coimbatore 

• The interview with the PM was 
exhaustive. A speedy solution to the 
Assam and Punjab problems is what 
we expect from him. 

Pnyebrere Sen, DxbrugerA 


reading habit and progressive de¬ 
crease of purchasing power in the 
country. Add to that, the peculiar 
nature of our marketing operations, 
slow-moving nature of our product, 
and the consequent uncertainty and 
trraguXarity of mums, and the pic¬ 
ture of a publisher's plight is com¬ 
plete. 

It would be relevant to add that it 
goes to the abiding credit of Indian 
publishers that the prices of books 
have not increased in league with the 
rising costs of raw materials. Profit 
margin of publishers has thus coxres- 
pondiogly decreased. Unmindful of 
this situation and ocher factors men¬ 
tioned above, publishers continue to 
carry on their vocarion with dedica- ' 
tiui» end cuinirtlcment to (he higher 
cause of a reading society. 

Notwithstanding all this, if some 
persons, out of ignorance or pre¬ 
judice. continue maligning pub¬ 
lishers. I believe they are being far 
more sinned against than sinning! 
Sarendra Kumar, Managing Dirac* 
for, Vikas PubiisAing House,DeiAx 







WHY UNION CARBIDE SHOULD BE 
THROWN OUT OF INDIA 



The injury has been enormous. The insult is even greater. Death, disease, deformity | 
continue their havoc in Bhopal, with even foetuses and ncwJy-boms falling prey to j 
the deadly MIC gas which leokedfrom thefoctory. But Union Carbide Corporation, 
USA, anxious to save the dollars of its shareholders, is trying to wriggle out of its ’ 
responsibility for this unthinkable crime by passing on the blame to “Indians” and 
quietly exonerating the parent company. The Indian employees were to blame for 
negligence; the Indian government did not keep a strict enough check on the safety 
measures at the Bhopal plant. This, to say the least, is astonishing, particularly since, 
this great multinational called Union Carbide has more than fifty per cent holding in 
the Bhopal plant and the monagement was under its direct control. The government 
of India has now discovered that faulty design by the parent company may have been 
the main culprit. Can we allow multinationals like Union Carbide to get away with 
what is literally much, much more horrible than murder? We examine the whole' 
array of the Bhopal fallout: Who is to blame? What is the state of the legal battle? 

What health hazords does MIC poisoning still pose 

to the survivors? ^ 


MuseMOfi: Bulbul 8h«nw 








< o\l HSM>RV 

Carbide Chairman Anderson 

is Lying 

Aithough Union Carbide Corporation choirmori VVorren M. Aiitierson is ticnv ing 
responsibility for the Bhopol ga<j fitigody. facts state otherwise 



m Bbopal ptsncide plant killed 
more than 2.S00 people. Union Car* 
bide had been insminf; thui there 
wa^ nothing wrong wcih rhe plant; ii 
was something of an acr nf God that 
the gas leaked out of an undei grnund 
storage tank it even hired an eapen 
sive public rvlactooH fnm lu m*I 1 ihiii 
)dea. 

But now Union Carbide ha» 
adopted a different ploy, it is actual 
Jv saying that the plant was danger 
uusly unsafe li took seven ul its top 
scieniicts and engineers more than 
two months ami over 200 lalKHaiory 
axpcriments to find this ou*. The 
study released last month h) Carbide 
chsiman Wa/rvn M Anderson pre- 
aents Unowi ('arbide's vxcusv and 
possible defence against impending 
legal battles. The defense iv the 
safety standards m the Bhopal plant 
wore very poor but the blame lies 
with the Indian managers wliv were 
running ii Ths> disaster tould have 
^een avoided had the plant been 
properly maintained This was 
announced by the same William 
Anderson who had lieen claiming all 
these months that “our safety stan¬ 
dards in the UfU^ are identical to 


I It is a game that 

v* some multinationals 

specialise In, Pol low* 
^ ing a public outcry 

ugamsT Tylenol 
deaths. Johnson it 
Johnson, vrhich mar 
^ / keted the drug, 
mounted a massive 
public relations cem 
paign disowning responsibility for 
the dearhS' Another multinational. 
Manville, claimed bankruptcy when 
thousands of shipyard workers ex* 
posed to the asbestos it was menufac* 
Turing developed lung diseases and 
cancer and sued for damages, With 
claims for damages worth S200bn pit 
ing up against ir in US courts, Union 
Carbide Corporation, which would 
be completing 100 years in business 
next year, could have gone the Man- 
ville way~and yei be in buMne&s. It 
would have been safely protected by 
bankruptcy laws which offer immun¬ 
ity against legal claims. 


those in Iridhi bame ec|ui|iment, 
same desigr. same everyiliinc " Mr 
Anderson hav clemly got r,*irght m 
bis first lie 


Tile ftp'Mt tfireN rhyr the 
verubbor which would havr ricuriul* 
ised loxii mol by] i .ucyanaio <MIC>, 
(he po>^OTl gas. b> ireuniiu ir wrih 
caustic soda was uioperiotve fur 
more than two monthN; ifu- *niTiilBi» 
tflC pump fnr ihe srnibSoi dul not 
fiinciioii piopciiy. tlir ll>rr inwer 
wlu-M csiMpinaKus would h<ivc iiiirni 
Itself our was nor opi ruMim on the 
night III Ihe disaster, ihv rooling 
devfce designed to Kvs p tho biithly 
volaiih* MU’ p:«s «.ifelv Moied in 
li(|tiid form wsiv not i um i umim; prop¬ 
erly lor niorr five niMurfis, ili«' 

temper.siiire (Inrin wlioij should 
hjvo been wr off »im<>m<iiu,(llv w(th 
the rise in rrmpernruro nisuh' the 
lank dtd not stiimd 
IbrnYver, the niosi sinisiei pan of 
the Carbide team’s stodv i' ’lie sgg- 
Ki-siMin that local nijiijpi*r^ ol its 
Indian subsidiary were not niilv cal¬ 
lous about the plants safeiv bur mav 
have even di-lihcratefy cnosed the 
worlds worst industrial divnsier by 


But iho Carbide Corporation ha> 
chosen a daring but simple course; to 
pass Che buck to its Indian subsidi 
■ry. Ever since the poison gas leak in 

A victim of MIC gas shields hrr haraliiK eyes from Ughi 



COVER STORY 


! 

i ]a(roducing water into the storage 
tank. The study team's scenario for 
(he disaster is: either by design or 
accident some 240 gallons of water 
went into one of the MIC storage 
tanks setting off a runaway reaction, 
healing the chemicals up to a 
temperature of 200 degrees C. The 
chemical vapounsed at chat tempera¬ 
ture and escaped into the air as safety 
devices failed, UCC chief 

Anderson has declared rather pom* 
pously that '*ihe question of sabotage 
i will have to be answered over in 
India.*' 

I 

' Mr Anderson has given his verdict 
' on very scant evidence. By its own 
admission the study team's invesciga* 

' tion suffered from limited access to 
' Information and its report cannot 
I therefore be considered sufficient 
for arriving at any definite conclu* 
imn. The team was in India for only 
24 days, of which it spent about 14 
day* in issisring the Indian eeperts 
engaged in neutralising leftover tox* 
ic gas. In the nine or ten days the team 
I had to Itself to study the problem. 

I it met only nvu perscne^the works 
I manager and the production mana* 
gar of the plant—who could be of any 
help CO the investigators. The team 
was neither permitted to interview 
I any of the Bhopal plant employees 
who witnessed the mcldem nor could 
it inspect relevant documents 
The government of India has already 
I dismissed th« team’s study as "sp«- 
I cuUtive, unwarranted, unjustified 
and motivated” to establish the guilt 
of the parent Carbide Corporation 
fur the Bhopal disaster beyond aoy 
doubt. 

Already Indian experts have chal* 
lenged some ot Carbide’s findings. 
For instance, the director general of 
the Council of Scientific and Indust¬ 
rial Research, S. Varadarajan, who 
not only supervised the neutralisa* 
tion of stored MIC gas after the 
disaster but also has more access ro 
information, insists that only a small 
amount of water triggered off the 
reaction, aided by an improper mix¬ 
ture of the h^C. The Carbide study 
also acknowledges that some amount 
gf carbon steel entered the MIC 
mixture and sped up the reaction. 
Normally carbon steel should not 
have been present in the MIC mix* 
tur«. How then did it got into the 
mixture? The Carbide team’s guess is 
that the answer lies in some of the 
valves and tubes made of carbun 
steel 

The use of carbon steel is explicitly 
forbidden in a plant handling MIC 
gas The Union Carbide handbook on 
MJC published in 1976 says: “Storage 
of commercial MIC in carbon steel, 


I tin or Qoppct contaloere must bs 
I avoided since catalyeu *re formed 
from these met&le o& standing.** 
Since cerbon steel is cheaper thM 
stainless steel. Union Carbide over* 
ruled objections from Kumperies 
and Glasgow, which had buiJt the 
Bhopal plant, regvding the usa of 
carbon steel. Cutting com in ocher 
areas too compound^ the tragedy* 

Admittedly. Union Carbide's Bbop* 
! al plant was not doing well. The plant 
was operating at less than one^third 
of its capacity and losing heavily on 
I profits. To make up for the losses 
' Union Carbide opted to take the 
ea^ie«t option: reducing its person- 
; nel. In I9B9 the number of operators 
I in the MIC production unit was 
scaled down from 12 to five. The 
maintenance engineer was dispensed 
' with. Many senior technicians were 
shifted to other Union Carbide facUi* 
I ties. Indeed, Union Carbide was keen 
; on closing down the Bhopal plant and 
was ready to pay up to Rs 90,000 to 
I anyone willing to resign 
I But the fart remains that Union 
Carbide Corporation (USA) holds 
50 9 per cent of the stocks in us 
Indian subsidiary which makes it the 
^ majority shareholder and thus legal¬ 
ly end morally responsible for acts of 
omissions and commissions of its loc* 
al managers. It is after all Union 
Carbide. USA. which took all major 
decisions including the choice of 
staff to man its Indian subsidiary. 
Thus, it was the parent company in 
the USA which had been flouting the 
safety measures at the Bhopal plant. 
In a sworn affidavit a former head of 
the Indian subsidiary, Edward 
Munos, has claimed that despite 
objections from its Indian subsidiary 
' Carbide, USA. insisted on storing 
large quantities of toxic MIC in 
: Bhopal. 

There is also no reason for Union 
; Carbide to now act surprised at the 
security lapses in the Bhopal plant. 

: Its inspectors had reported as far 
back as 1962 that if corrective steps 
wore not taken soon, the Bhopal 
plant had the “potential for a serious 
incident or more serious consequ¬ 
ences should an incident occur." Un* 

* ion Carbide Corporation just ignored 
the warning and did noting to rec- 
: tify the flaws and the faults in its 
Bhgpal pUnt which liltiinately led to 
, the disaster. Even six months before 
the catastrophic poison gas leak in 
. Bhopal an intern^ company meroor- 
I andum had warned the US Carbide 
Corporation about a possible run¬ 
away reaction in its chemical storage 
I tanks. This warning too want un¬ 
heeded 

From the beginning. Union Car¬ 


bide officials bad been acting 
strangely. First, they tried to mini¬ 
mise the damages that the MIC gas 
could bring about by saying that the 
gas was not as lethal as it was being 
made out to be. A dose of oxygen 
would put the victims on their ^et 
again. Even after the whole world, 
including US Fresident Ronald 
Reagan, expressed shock and grief at 
the tragedy, there was not a word of 
regret or sorrow from the Union 
Carbide Corporation of USA. Neither 
did they volunteer any information 
on the effects of MIC either on 
animals or on human beings: nor did 
they state which drugs could bring 
lelief. Union Carbide Corporation is 
known to have carried out extensive 
tests on animals to find out the 
effects of MIC gas but the govern* 
meat of India. d>'spite numerous re* 
quests for the results, has failed 
to secure them from the giant multi¬ 
national. 

Mr Anderson and his senior col¬ 
leagues in the USA are now trying to 
disown responsibility for the gas leak 
in Bhopal, but it may not be very easy 
for Union Carbide Corporation to get 
away with it The evidence is too 
overwhelming for such a cover* 
up to succeed. Like its share prices. 
Union Carbide Corporation’s credi* 
hility too has taken a nose-dive The 
chairman of the US House of Repre¬ 
sentatives’ Health and Environment 
Committee. Henry Waxman, sue- 
; cinctly summed up why Union Car¬ 
bide’s ploy could not succeed: "1 
I have come to a point where 1 do not 
I think we can take Union Carbide’s 
{ word for what happened in India.” 
Only recently the US Union Carbide 
Cor^ration was fined $9.9 million 
by the US Environment Protection 
Agency for supplying doctored in* 
formation. 

Evidently, Union Carbide of USA 
I is prepared to go to any length to 
I save Its investments. Since the issue 
' of responsibility is directly con- 
' nected (o the quantum of compensa- 
I tion that Carbide Corporation of 
USA would have to pay to the vic¬ 
tims, it was perhaps inevitable that it 
would tT>'to shift the blame to its 
Indian subsidiary. In the process the 
facts the Corporation is trying to 
ignore are that its Bhopal plant 
was a poor imitation of its Virginia 

plant and its safety standards were 
incapable of coping with emergency 
siruations like the one that led to the 
world’s worst environmental disas* 
ter. How then ara the local managers 
of the Indian subsidiary to blame for 
the catastrophe? Obviouslyi Mr 
Anderson looks at the reauer dil* 
feraciUy. 

eisaavMSiWa im. 
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Carbide Blames Carbide 


Desperate to save itself»Union Carbide Corporation is now blanimg its Jnciian 

subsidioiy/or the world’s worst industrial nushap 



For b«leagu«red Un 
^ ion Carbida» after 

/ \ the long journey 

I through specious 

arguments, justifke* 
tions and pleas, it 
. N ^ seems to be the end 

^ / of the road: While at 
''' Danbury. Conneeti' 
^ cut, the Union Car* 
bide Corporation (UCC) chairman 
Warren Anderson was clearly hinting 
at sabotage or negligence as the 
cause of the Bhopol disaster, those in 
charge of the Indian subsidiary 
found their blood pressure mounting. 
Were their American bosses trying to 
pin responsibility on them’ Although 
top officials of Union Carbide India 
United (UCIL) have been maintain¬ 
ing a studied silence on Anderson's 
atatementSi the buck has definitely 
travelled down to the American mul 
tinational’s Indian subsidiary. 

Speaking to Si'nuay in what was 
his first meeting with the press after 
detention for the accident. UCIL 
managing director V.P. GnkhaSe said 
about the UCC's report, "it would be 
premature to comment on the inves* 
tigating team's report until the find* 
in^s are confirmed." He also de 
clined CO comment on Anderson's 
statements, putting the blame 
squarely on the Indian subsidiary, in 
view of the "legal problems and 
constraints,” While the "legal prob¬ 
lems” continue and the government 
argues with Carbide over the com¬ 
pensation amount for ihe 2,500 vic¬ 
tims. their dependants and relatives 
are likely to face a long drown war 
over technicalit;oi. 

The BhopuS Cas Leak Disjster 
(Processing of Claims): Ordinance 
19gS came into being in February. 
The ordinance empowers the centr^ 
governmenc **10 ensure claims aris¬ 
ing out of, or connected with the 
Bhopal gas leak disaster are dealt 
with speedily, effectively, equitably 
and Co the best advantage of the 
claimaots and for matters incidental 
thereto.” It is learnt, however, that 
the government is lil^ly to reach an 
out*of*court settlement with the com¬ 
pany. A UCIL official here estimated 
that the amount paid by the company 
would be around 100 million doUan. 
However, a company spokesman 
ruled this out aa "highly speculative 
and motivated.” 


Commenting on the likelihood of 
an out<f court settlement, advocate 
Indira Jeisingh. a member of the 
Lawyer’s Collective who was recenr> 
ly in Bhopal to represent the victims, 
said this would be the best choice. 
Litigation in India would take too 
long and u would prove too expen¬ 
sive. Cven though the courts were 
not allowing contingency fees, 
lawyers would have to b« paid on an 
hourly basis. 

Keeping in line with bis chief in 
the USA, Mr Cokhale also argued in 
favour of an out-of<ouri seitlemeni 
as litigation would delay compenu- 
lion. But. he added. "The public is 
misled into believing that compensa¬ 
tion is the only answer. The need of 
the hour is rehabiJitatiwi ” And he 
has a suggestion; "I an willing to let 
part of the Bhopal plant be used as 
rehabilitation centres for the survi¬ 
vors.” He conceded that Cerbide's 
rehabilitation work has been limited 
so far and that "nothing really suf¬ 
fices in the light of such a tragedy." 

Suffice It certainly does not. $0 fai 
the only rehabilitation work has 
been by way of serting up pjpad. 
hand ^ove and agerbetti-meking 
centres. And this from about Bs 3 
lakhs collected by (he Carbide em¬ 
ployees' relief trust. Thirty per cent 
of this amount is to be used for relief 
immediately while the rest of the 
money will be saved for long-term 
programmes, according to Dr Chak- 
ravarty of UCIL. who is one of the 
trustees. In shon, the company has 
hardly had to trouble itself about 
relief measures as "the govemmeni 
has refused all aid m view that >1 


rnighr dftect the case.” 

The crucial quest ion now is; Where 
does the blame lie? With the world's 
27th lorgest muiiiniifional corpora¬ 
tion or 11 s Indian i,uhsidiary? Who 
will foist the blame un whom’ Or will 
the Indian government hUo be drag¬ 
ged in "fori.ontnbuTorv negligence” 
tu «p!ii the kittv? In an apparent bid 
to "Find <»ui the answer.” UCC 
assigned veven of its civil engineers 
and scientists heeded by Ron Van 
Mvnen. corporate director of health 
und safety. 10 investigate the case 
and determine the probable cause. 

After spending 24 days in India 
and collocTing a residue from the 
fateful MIC tank No (>10. (he team 
simubtid possible conditions lead¬ 
ing tu the gas release and subsequent 
formation of the elements found in 
the residue, in their US laboratories. 
By its own admission, the teem could 
not preterit it single scenario to fit 
the accident, since "sufficient critic¬ 
al information was missing in each 
case due to restrictions placed on the 
tcjm by the Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation " The team examined many 
pi»»sihilities. "including (hose 
deemed remorv or unlikely” and ar¬ 
rived a: J hypothestH to explain the 
accident in which il has 9 "high 
degree of confidence.” "The incident 
was the result of a unique combina- 
dan »1 unusual events.” the report 
>ays. One such, "unusual" phe- 
numenon is an iibnormnUy high level 
of water in ilie MIC tank which is 
believed to h.ive reiicied with the 
lethal aided by equally high 
levels of chloroform. 

Intel estingk the report fails to 


A death certtneete siatinithat the palknl dird of rxpusurr to MK 
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trace the lourca of the water which 
VCIL expene here eey i> not aveal* 
able eo abundantly at the site. It is 
clear while reading the report that 
everything subtly points to sabotage 
or gross negligence. The report 
observes: “The exact source of the 
water is not knovm, but laboratory 
work demonstrated that the 1,000- 
2|000 pounds <120-240 gallons) would 
have accounted for the chemistry of 
the residue. Water could have been 
introduced inadvertently or deliber¬ 
ately, directly inro the tank through 
the process vent line, nitrogen line or 
other piping.** A UGIL official here 
who wished to remain unidentified 
corroborated this view and even said 
“disgruntled workers” had a hand in 
this. The sabotage theory clears the 
air for UCIL: What better story than 
'union rivalry* or 'workers out to 
wreck the company’ for a clean de¬ 
fence? 

Rut for UCIL the clouds are gather¬ 
ing again as the UCC report brings in 
the negligence theory strongly, 
squarely shifting the blame to its 
Indian subsidiary. Check: 

“The vent gas scrubber had been 
removed from an operating node lo 
a standby mode on October 23,1984, 
after the MIC unit was shut down 
with a total MIC inventory of 123,000 
pounds in tanks 610 and 611. The 
return to an operating mode was 
dependent upon the operator being 
alerted to a problem and taking 
prompt action to activate the circu¬ 
lating pump. The flow meter did not 
indicate chat caustic circulation had 
been started. The operator did not go 
into the unit and check the pump and 
verify a flow. Prior to the i/icident, 
the flare had been removed from 
service from maintenance work and 
was not operating at the time of (he 
incident. 

“The temperature of MIC in tank 
610 before the incident was at 15 (o 
20 degrees centigrade as compared 
to the requirement of aero degrees 
centigrade. The lower temperature 
would have retarded the reaction 
rates and considerably exteoded the 
time available for corrective action. 
The refrigeration system provided to 
cool the MIC in the storage tanks had 
been made non*operational in June 
1994." 

These observations lose their grav¬ 
ity when reports about the fault in 
(he plant's srrucnirai design (by tbe 
parent company), strangely over¬ 
looked by UCC, USA, investigators, 
say that vent gas scrubber (VGS; is 
designed to operate only at low 
cemperatures and pressures, while 
the gas is released at a high tempera¬ 
ture and preuure The flare tower 
which bums up gas not neurrallaed in 
the VG6 is meant to handle only 



smsM quantities of tbe g«s. In this 
case it was 40,000 kilos. Tbe refri¬ 
geration system, accx>rding to a re¬ 
port by the Delhi Science Foi^un 
(DSF), “was switched ogf as an aco* 
nomy measure." Tha report adds that 
many vent lines, feed lines etc. are in 
poor condition and items that should 
be replaced evei> six months have 
been used for two years Such condi¬ 
tions could lead to the entry of 
chemicals, whose presence even In 
minor quantities cao trigger runaway 
reactions, the rtpw says. 

Besides this, it is pointed out that 
the design of the MIC storage tank 
itself was faulty. Buried and encased 
in cemefli it is difficult to inspect or 
repair. Also, MIC should not be 
stored in such vast quantities and it 
was also not adequately cooled in 
view of the very hot summer in the 
area. The DSF report also states the 
difference between the UCC plant in 
West Virginia and the plant in Bhop¬ 
al. as substantial evidence that multi¬ 
nationals, whJe transferring technol¬ 
ogy to Third World countries, forget 
to transfer the quality and safe¬ 
guards used at home. The pressure 
gauge which indicates pressure when 
the RD (rupture diK) in tank 610 
ruptures, is manually monitored and 
not linked with the autowarning 
alarm or control room as it is in West 
Virginia. 

The plant in West Virginia is pro¬ 
vided with a computerised monitor¬ 
ing and control system, which the 
Bhopal plant lacks. Ccunienng this 
observation, Mr Gokhale said that 
the computer installed at West Virgi¬ 
nia was for logging production oper¬ 
ating data and was not a part of the 
safety system. This was so at least 
until 3 December last year. They 
could have made changes after the 
tragedy, he said, adding that the 
Bhopel plant was also tbe first of the 
UCIL plants to get a computer (in 
June 1964), but was unrelated to 
safety measures. 

Having allay^ fears of « repeat 
performance in the US, the report 
was made public, subtly nailing 
UCIL with sabotage or negbgence. 
There were obviously no reactions to 
the report here. As one official put it: 
"1 have four options. In can agree 
with the report, in which case X am 
agreeing with its deduction, which 
iMks bad for us. 1 can refute Its 
findings, in which case 1 am openly 
going against the findings of UCC, 
our parent company, I can offer no 
comments. Or I can wait till the CBl 
and Indian scientists cone out with 
their findings, before voicing my 
opinion." 

Even if the conclusions leed to 
groM negligence, the fact remains 
that ell senior personnel were 


trained in America. Works manager 
J. Mukund was educated and trained 
in USA by UCC, assistant works 
manager Dr Roy Cheudhari and the 
manager, MIC production, were aim 
trained at West Virginia. And UCC 
did exercise control over the working 
of the plane and hiring of personnel. 

Commenting on the possible eve- 
sion of responsiblity by UCC on the 
issue of ne^igence, a lawyer said 
(hat unless it was proved by audit 
reports that UCC was directly moni¬ 
toring the controls of tbe company, ii 
would be hard to pin the blame on 
(hem. They might even be able co 
evade the responeibhty of structural 
design faults, if they could prove that 
the original plans had been altered 
or modihed in some way. A repre- 
senistive of Carbide’s legal depart¬ 
ment, when asked whether (he cause 
of the accident t ;iegligence or sabot¬ 
age) would affvbi the compensation, 
said, “The out-of-court settlement is 
for civil damages (compensation co 
claimants) and it has nothing to do 
with criminal proceedings. The gov¬ 
ernment has to decide about con¬ 
tinuing with criminal proceeding. 
But in the interest of the victims, 
compensation han to be paid." 

It is left to be seen whether Union 
Carbide will bear the burden of the 
entire settlement, which would cover 
the victims, retrenched employees of 
the Bhopal plant, numbering around 
900. and others directly affected by 
the tragedy. There is a possibility, as 
a section of lawyers here feel, that 
Carbide might drag the government 
in for contributory negligence, point¬ 
ing out that had it cared to duly carry 
out inspections of the plant, and 
strictly enlorced various acts gov¬ 
erning industry, pollution control 
and environmental safety—which 
are its duties—this would not have 
happened. The division of blame 
would also ease the burden of com¬ 
pensation on the multinational and 
its subsidiary. If Carbide has to part 
with a sizable sum of money by 
settling the matter out of court, shar¬ 
ing the blame would be helpful. This 
w^d mean both the company and 
the government would have to share 
thb penalty. 

The emer^g view seems to be 
that UCC will try iu best to shrug off 
most of the blame. The report, ii 
anything, substantiates this. Right 
now, UCIL seems to be virtually 
“sitting on the fence," lening the 
government and UCC sort out the 
matter between themselves. How 
long this will last remaini to be seen. 
The ball mi^t well roll into UQL'i 
courts, holding it responsible for his¬ 
tory’s worst industrial accident, 
along with the goveranienr. 
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A CBI report finds enough tiomaging eviduJicp/or the Indian 

government to sue l^iuon Curhide 


*■' n The legit beitery of 
^ the government of 

y \ Indie it finelly reedy 

§ 1 to zero in on the Un* 

ion Carbide Cor 
poretion, Connecti* 
j <ut» USA.Armed 
, / with the powers to 

be the sole repre> 

--—isentiMve of the 

Bhopel ges victims in court, the gov- 
ernmeni has appointed es their ettor- 
neye, Robins, ZeUe. Uraon end Ka 
plen, i Minnesote besed firm to pre- 
pare the case against the corpora* 
tion. Going by the "technical report" 
released the multinational at Dan* 
bury on 20 March and subsequent 
atatements by the Union Carbide 
chairman, Warren Anderson, the 
firm ii going to fight tooth and nail to 
disclaim any responsibility for the 
disaster. 

The vital question todey it: Have 
the 16 -week long investigations come 
up with enough evidence to establish 
the culpability of the parent com¬ 
pany in court? This wasobx'iously the 
question debated ei the first meeting 
between the visiting attorneys from 
MUnnesoca: Ms Roberta B. Walbum, 
Mr Michael V. Ciresi. Mr Bruce Afin 
sen and Ms Ann Barcelow (legal 
assistant^ and the CBI investigating 
team at the office of the joint direc 
tor, Central Bureau of Investigation, 
in the capital on 29 March. After 
months of painstaking probe, the CBI 
officials arc confident of providing 
enough gunpowder to the legal blow. 
The documents and records seised 
from the Carbide factory have come 
up with startling diKlosure^ that 
esiabliih without «* doubt that the 
parent company was well aware of 

Na. aie which bmbMo dagep 


the malfunctioning of ilie Bhnpal 
plant. Not only that, they were aJvo 
partnars in crime in sanctioning 
short-sighted design changes in the 
plant which finally led to the entry of 
water into the MIC storage tank 

According to CBI investigations, in 
May 1984—hardly six months b<*fort' 
(he tiagedy—the Union Carbide Cor 
poration approved of a design 
change in the pipelines leading rn 
the MIC storage tanks which was 
directly responsible for the woivi 
entering tank No. 610 on the laral 
night. It was decided then tu inroi 
connect the relief valve vent hendt i 
(RWH> line with the process vent 
header (PVHl line which led mu of 
the storage tanks to (lie wni go» 
scrubber The reason given for *lu' 
design change was "to providi- a 
route for loxic gases to the scrubbei 
which neutralises the ga^ in case nnv 
one of (he vent headers was under 
going repairs * It was this jnt«>r> 
connection which provided the rmiu 
for the water which camr from the 
plant via the RWK line intu ilic 
tank. 

Ac 8.30 ptti on 2 December, tlu' 
workers on night shift began f1u.chiiig 
four filter pressure saferv valves lo¬ 
cated at ground level far from the 
storage tanks. The washing cun 
(inued until 9.30 and (hen was re 
sumed after ao hour^ break nrounil 
10-30 pm. The CBI officials have 
found that two of ihc filter valvrs 
being wa^ed were choked. This led 
to the accumulation of water and (hr 
continued pressure of water being 
forced into the pipe helped the waiei 
level to rise through the isnLition 
valve at a height of eight feet into ihv 
main header which is at a heighr of 


gagap for iaveadgaittm by the CBI 
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nearly 20 feet. From here the water 
got siphoned off into the lower 
KWH line with the gravitational' 
pull and finally via the interconnac* * 
Cion into the MIC tank. According to 
reports, the nitrogen pressurisation 
of the tank was also not effective and 
the water freely poured into the 
tank, triggering off the runaway 
reaction. 

ihe CBI ufficials. who had discon¬ 
nected the pipeline from the storage 
tiinks on the morning after iha leak. 

<hdined out as much as 2? lirras of 
w,iicr from ihe structurnls on 14 
l-ebruary This cr>iHlly refuias the 
theory of sabutagt^with water da- 
liberately poured intu the tank- 
being floated by certain company 
oftiLials. The water was found in 
uliniwc all connecting pipelines trac¬ 
ing the entire route from the point of 
washing to the RWH line 

The CBI team has also found a 
OiKument from ihe parent company 
la the Bhopal plant drafted only a 
wtH-k Indore the gas leak which indi- 
(uu>s plans to shift the plant to 
another country While chey would 
not disclose the name of (he country 
or the particuluis of the document, 
officials said (hat (his decision was 
also ht-itig taken in the light of the 
malfunctioning nf the plant. Further 
evidence of the negligence of the 
parent company is provided in the 
Paulson Safety Survey Report 1962. 
The report which is full of pr,ii»e fur 
the working of the plant m the cover¬ 
ing leiier, lat- r confesses that not a 
single valve of the plant was found to 
be III working order, ihe CBI officials 
said. There whs, however, no reme¬ 
dial action, and the valves which 
gave way in the December leakage 
were all these faulty original ones 
installed in J979. 

The CBI investigation also indi¬ 
cts (lie Union Carbide Corporation 
for reasons other than design da- i 
fects According to reports seized i 
from the research and development 
centre of the plant at Bhopal as well 
as docui.(-*nts traced from other 
offices ol ihe fiim, the oorporecion 
hud conducted a number of experi¬ 
ments on animals and plants and was 
well aware of the effects of MIC. 
According to one investigating offi¬ 
cial, the firm used to get piecemeal 
icsearch done at the various labor¬ 
atories and then put the results 
im-other to airive at an overall con- 
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dufion. The Bhopd R end D centre 
coo hed been used for findtnf out 
some of the efects of MIC on emends 
end pleots. The firm, however, de¬ 
nied any knowledge of long'term or 
medium-term effects of the toxic t»i 
foUowinf the trifedy. 

Reports seized elso show ihei the 
perenr compeny was fuUy aware of 
the possible danger of cyanide 
poisoning through MIC, end the anti¬ 
dotes required as early as 197$>79. 
Does this meAft that tlM knowledge 
was wilfully suppresiad by the firm 
when the doctors at Bhopal were 
floundering in the dark? Apart from 
establishing (he responsibility of the 
parent company, the accusing finger 
of the CBI also points at the local 
workers and tnanegement. Ute im¬ 
mediate attack against them is the 
fact that the pipelines being washed 
were not "blinded " that is the tanks 
were not disconnected from the 
lines. 

As for the neglect of 
the tnanagement. 
there is no dearth of 
pointers. The 
temperature and 
pressure indicators, 
both vital instru¬ 
ments in such an 
eventuality, were 
not in working 
order The well-reported dismantling 
of ;he flare tower and ooo- 
functioning of the vent scrubber are 

glaring examples of callous disregard 
of the potential hazards in their 
production process. Further design 
defects located indicate that even if 
the two were functioning, they were 
not equipped to handle the magni 
rude ^ such a leakage. While the 
capacity of the vent scrubber is only 
66 kg erf gas par hour at 3S degrees 
Caisjus the amount that pased 



through was well over a hundred 
times that quantity at more than 200 
degrees Cebius. 'Hie flare tower in 
rum U even less equipped to handle 
such large amounu and CBI officials 
maintain that instead of helping it 
would have caused an explosion to 
add to the damage. No attention was 
paid to these in builts defea at any 
stage despite small accidents earlier. 
The style of functioning, moreover, 
of the plant was even more casual. 
During "Operation Faith." it was 
found that a certain amount of MIC 
was present in the third storage tank 
which was supposed to be kept 
empty. 

Later investigations revealed that 
a little over one tonne of MIC bad 
been transferred to this tank on 17 
October after which plant vffibiali 
had forgotten about it altogether. 
The CBI investigations are also 
dweUing on the culpability of the 
government of Madhym fradesh in 
granting the licence without adequ¬ 
ate checks regarding the safety mea¬ 
sures provided. If alM puts the blame 
on the government for allowing the 
residential colonies to grow around 
the plant despite beii^ ^ly aware of 
the hazardous chemicals being prCK 
thiced. 

A report by an engineer of the 
state pollution control board in 1981, 
when the plant had applied for an 
augtnentatioo of capacity, clearly 
states: "Now that the factory is run¬ 
ning, we can do little about h. But no 
further settlement should be allowed 
erouod the plant.* However, just 
weeks before the disaster, tbe then 
Madbya Pradesh chief minister, Bdr 
Arjun Singh, had personally disoi- 
bueed perras granting land ri^ts to 
the hutment dwellm around tbe 
factory. Tbe role of the poUciciant 
and l^eaucrats in coacealing the 
facts about the firm ia also being 


investigated. In this conaectioni the 
role of Mr M.N. Nagu, direaor, 
health services. Madhya Pradesh 
government, following the tragedy is 
reported to be suspect. Mr Nagu's 
brother. Mr R.N. Nagu, who was a 
former inspector-general of police 
had tbe contract for security arrange* 
ments of tbe plant, CBI officials 
pointed out. 

The CBTs own investigations are 
more or less complete But they are 
still awaiting the findings of the 
scientists and chemical experts to 
finalise their reports. Storage tank 
No 610 has been dug out (contrary to 
press reports, the tank is not under¬ 
ground but on surface level). It was, 
however, covered with a three-fi 
deep earth mound with a funher foot 
deep concrete coating. The cracking 
of the cement coating following the 
leakage had earlier been attributed 
to heat generated estimated to be as 
hi^ as 400 degrees Celsius. But it 
has now been found on uncovering 
the tank, that the shell of the tank 
itself had bulged out lo such an 
extent with the pressure created by 
the reaction that the cement sur¬ 
rounding it had cracked. 

Tbe tank is scheduled to be cut 
open on 6 April. At first only video 
cameras will be lowered into the 
tenk to photograph the remnants. 
Only then will samples of the polym¬ 
ers, if any remain inside, be taken to 
analyse the exact nature of the reac 
tiofi. This would mark the last stage 
of the investigations and the final 
report is expected around the end of 
May. But the CBI officials point out. 
even as the formal report is being 
prepared, there is enough ready evi¬ 
dence against both Union Carbide 
Corporation and Union Carbide (In¬ 
dia) Limited to proceed against them 
in court. Tbe attorneys from Minne¬ 
sota—who. incidentally, according to 
the official spokesman of the Amer¬ 
ican Centre did not even inform the 
American embassy here ol (heir 
visit—are being allowed access to all 
the evidence collected by tbe 
Bureau. They were flown to Bhopal 
for three days to condua an on-the- 
spot study (rf the plant. 

The team returned in the first 
fortnight of April anned with all the 
evidence to take Warren Anderson 
and his men to court. The case is 
expected to be filed within a foit- 
naghc. Tb* govurement Is also going 
tx> appeal to all the private suits 
lodged in the US courts for a ioinder. 
Although the quantum of relief to be 
demanded is yet to be disclosed, 
according to reliable estimates, Un¬ 
ion Carbide is beading for a biliien 
dollar suit. 
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Bhopal declared it a normal ca$e of 
retarded ■mmih. The Sultania Jana- 
na Ho&pjial is among the UrgeM 
women's hospitals in Bhopal. Be¬ 
tween 20 jod 30 infants are born in 
the hospital every day. According to 
junior ftynaecokogiso and midwives 
at the hospital’s mattmity ward, the 
cases of premature or retardad birth 
among children being born are 
abnormally high in number. As meny 


I Krtil MMBd.s WlC|sa*1ctto. gave bMhseaaMd baby to Mapai 
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Bhopal has become a 
I laboratory of human 
/ \ I guinea pigs. Cverv- 

I posed tu the ^.hOO 
pounds of deadly 
' i / I methyl isocyanate 
^ ' which floated nut of 

I A leaking Union Car- 
.. . —^ bide India Limited 

(L'ClLi plant onihe fauful night of 3 
December 1964. leaving 2.S00 dead. 
SIMKIO moimed and l.SUO severely 
afire ted, la now a hapless victim of 
mediial eKperimeiits and selfish poll 
tical Jv.sigiis The sirualnMi ihreaienv 
to take a turn for the worse as reports 
vl fresh cases of MIC pnisuiiing poui 
in. On an average, two MlC affected 
residents of Bhopal die every diy^ 


eiihc'l edults wlio wt-ie tvpused to 
the gas. ni dvUaiiicd iwwK-boins or 
children Imoii promariiiclv bven 
loelUM’S have Usii alucled. today 
doctuis art* ad.i-iioa -miv woman 
who was piiKiiditC al the 
time* ol the tiagi'dv lo uitdeigo un 
.ihoriion Ckariv. llie catJsKophk 
g^s leak has converleil Hki<»(i«l iiilo a 
mini HiKtvhmia. and the biutal 
effuis willl^i'leh b> thegeiu*ra(ions 
lo come 

Medical experts in Bhujsal lodav 
are waging a losing batile against an 
unknown disease and an unidenii- 
fled poison Wtih ilieii backs to ihv 
wall, the auihoriiies in Bhopal have 
embarked on a tover-up operation 
No results ul the medical experi 
ments being carried out on the 


affected persons have been made 
public. As a result, the victims uf gas 
inhalation, relief workers and due- 
tors themselves are confused about 
the repercussions of the tragedy 
Only the suffeiers among the survi¬ 
vors speak the truth. 

Out of Che total population of eight 
lakhs, nearly two lakh people in 
Bhopal are ’’MIC-affacted." They are 
suffering from diseases like pulmon 
ury tuh^culosis. respiratory burns 
and disorders of the lung, the eyes, 
the- liwr. the- kidney and the brain 
Many ailing survivuis may perish m 
the cunnng mumhs. And that is not 
«U There are other effects of xyn 
dromes caused by eaposure to the 
deadly twsjc gas that are cause for 
further alarm and shock. Soon after 3 
December, the effect of the gas on 
about 1.000 pregnant women living 
in the l<i areas of Bhopal which had 
been declared as ‘'gas-affected ” was 
feared Doctors opined ihal negative 
effects of MJC gas on pregnant 
women would be most apparent in 
children bora around May June-July, 
since formation of the child is nearly 
complete after the first trimester 
(three months! 

Records of births and deaths of 
infants m Bhopal have proved other¬ 
wise The first case of deformed birth 
(Suspected becuu.w of MIC exposure) 
was uf a child born in Bilaapur's 
Saxdax VaJlabiihhai Patel Hospital. 
The mother of the child had been 
near the Union Carbide factory at 
tbe lime uf leakage and had been 
exposed to MIC. The child born to 
her by a Caesarean operation 
weighed 4.S kg and had rwo gaping 
hules instead of eyes. The baby had 
no fingers and toes and the skin 
looked scorched. The birth of the 
*’freak baby" was widely published 
though doctors and gynaecologists in 


The Crime Continues 


On on cjveragf? af least two deofii.*; due lo MJC exposure are being reported 
everyday in Bhopal. Moit) ivho hate suivived arc diseased 
or dying, t'ven/oefuseshavt,* bi?i;fi o/ftytfed; one chiid ivos born ivith 

holes ivhere his eyes should have been. 
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duty or wieli the pvvors, the gynoe i RooJ htiiunOy disclosed details of 
rtgistor recorded the birth as a case | such births. There was a high perceo* 
of ''anencapbaJy,'* that is when the | tage of premature births mod in the 
head of (be child is not fonaed. Entry ' past two weeks at least three chii> 


as SO per cent of the children being 
bom are either underweight, prema* 
cure or have some physical deformi. 
ty. Many of the children born have 
not survived. And, where the baby 
does survive it is in a precarious 
condition and has to be sent for 
emergency treatment to either the 
Hamidia Hospital or the Medical 
College Hospital Sushila. aged 20. 
gave birth to a stillborn child on 29 
March. A resident of Shahjahanabad 
Colony, Sushila had a difficult pre¬ 
gnancy ever since she was exposed to 
the MIC gas. She complained of res* 
tlissness. fatigue and breathlessness. ; 
After a prolonged labour a frail baby j 
girl was born to SushiJa. Before the [ 
baby’s birth, senior gynaecologascs 
had examined the mother with ultra¬ 
sound equipment. The child that was 
bom had a deformed head formation. 
The back of the child’s head was an 
extended cyst'like formation and 
part of the skull was missing. Tlus 
chilli too had scars and bum-marks 
ell over its body. The baby died the 
day it was born. Said Sushila: *’li is 
the gas that has killed my child. Ever 
since the time I inhaled the gas. the 
progress of the child was not normal. 
But the doctors told me nothing 
They simply gave me medicines and 
injections.*’ 

Reccvds of such abnoritit! births at 
the SuJtania hospital or any other 
large hospital in Bhopal are not avail* 
able. In this case though the case 
pepers were nor with the doctors oo 


' No. 1335465 states that the child was 
I bom at 7.05 am to Sushila, resident 
of SbahjehanabadiPolicelines, Bhop¬ 
al. record also states the child 
was bom alter 36 weeks of pregnan* 
cy after an abnonsally long labour, 
'^e mother of tbe child is ''UJC* 
exposed." A look at the regisier 
reveals many more abnormal births 
to MIC exposed women in tbe pest 
three months. 

There are confinned reports of 
btrtbs of other deformed chUdrtn at 
Sultan it Hospital. On 20 February, 
for example, ibrec uonatu'al births 
took place in the maternity wards. 
One child was bom without a skull, 
another with unformed limbs, while 
the third was bom two months before 
completion of pregnancy. The last 
child had patches of blue skin and 
was bom without hands. No record of 
any of these births is available. One 
su^ child bom the same day Is stlU 
surviving at tbe Railway Colony. Tbe 
baby is covered with blue and black 


tng the progress of the beby. 

Reports of stillborn or abnormal 
births bare also been received from 
pnvate nursing homes and matenuty 
clinics in Bhopal. Nurses at the 
Gboois Nursing Home and Termina* 
tion of Pregnancy Centre, ^a^***^f 


dren had died because of deform* 
des. Nurses also disclosed that a 
biochemistry team was presently 
undertaluog reHtrch of all births 
and deaths at the centre. The team 
had been removing placentas of new 
bom bebies from the clinic for ex¬ 
periments. 

Though no official 
announcement has 
been made in Bhop¬ 
al about abnormal 
births after MIC ex¬ 
posure in mothers, 
gynaecologists have 
been advising pre¬ 
gnant women to 
have (heir pregnan¬ 
cies terminated if in an advanced 
stage. While doctors dealing with 
MIC cases are disinclined to astab 
lish a high percentage of unnatural 
binhs b^ute of MIC exposure, a 
report published by the Indian Coun* 

I cil of Medical Research on the 


Cions; **During the acute period 3€ 
pregnant women were hospitalised 
for symptoms of respiratory distress. 
Five of them aborted, of whom three 
were definitely attributable to MIC 
effect. Two expectant mothers died 
due to MIC eHect. Of the 30 ante* 
natal cases, tan ware seriously 
affected and four of them had normal 
deliveriet." It was suggested in tbe 
ICMR repmt that *‘a five year follow- 
up study be undertaken to find out 
morbidiry referable to CVS and re* 
spiratory systems, there is a need to 
identify a^rtioQ rate among MIC* 
exposed woman, the intrauterine 
growth retardation among the next 
generation of children..." It is ob* 
vious that tbe ICMR scientists sus¬ 
pect long*term effects of MIC gas on 
pregnant woman and infants. 

Why then are pregnant women not 
being cautioned against the odds 
they fece in childMrth after being 
exposed to the MIC ges? Simple 
administration of serious and heavy 
doses of medicines to ailing and 
expectant mothers has only 
worsened the plight of pregnant 
women. What is worse, women wbo 
bad inhaled tbe gas have been show¬ 
ing other symptoms. Clinics and dii- 
pensaries situated dose to the Union 
CarMde factory, alongside Javapra- 
hash Nagar, Chhola Ranchi ano Rail¬ 
way Colony, which were the worat-hJt 
localities, have an increased number 
of women patients. Thousands td 
women exposed to MIC and under* 



spots and senior doctors are believed I ** Health affects of toxic gas expo- 
to be visiiing the house and monitor- i sures at Bhopal" in January had 

clearly suted this. The report meo- 
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going treatment for ek|:k»sure have 
complained of variation in menscrual 
cycles. Some women have com* 
plained of menstniarlQn five times to 
the course of one month. Lsctating 


mothers have repeatedly ioformed 
doctors about a reduccioo in mi Ik and 
a change in the taste of the milk. On 
the other hand, MlC*aff«c(ed men 
have together with general fatigue 


i 

and poor body health couipUined of 
iliipoiency. 

Many victims are being treated at 
the new 30*bed hospital set up to 
meet the unprecedented rise in cases 
of MIC exposure. Though the hospit¬ 
al (once the residence of the police 
PIG, Bhopal) IS equipped with respir* 
ators and provides facilities In ild* 
oagraphy and pathological testa, pre* 
vailing conditions at the hospital ora 
appalling. Over SOO cases of MIC 
exposure ate being attended to by 
the small team of doctors at the 
ho*piul In the last week of Merch 
the 3(hbed hospital recorded a rise in 
the number of patients created: more 
cases of MIC afflictions were re* 
ported. On 29 March, tha hospital 
ueatvd 900 cases of MlCexpoi^ 
victims, the highest so far. 

The medical specialist treetlni 
MIC cases at the hospitel Dr (Mrs) S. 

P. Verma said (hit treatment was 
Deitig given to victims for respiratory 
giw*dor». fatigue, lots of appetite 
and pulmonary complications. Se* 
nuus cases were being given regular 
doses of sodium thiosulphate, of 
which they hid limned stocks. She 
also explained that a large number of 
the gas*affected victims coming from 
areas close to the Onion Carbide 
factory were suffering from serious 
mental disorders. "Many of the pa* 
tients seen by us have got severe 
mental disbalance. They are being 
given psychiatric treaunent hera," 
she said. Jean Mohammed, a railway 
porter suffering from severe pulmon* 
ary complications end mental strain 
was cited as one such case. Said he. 
*'How do we know what Is going to 
happen the next time? This is the 
third time the factory has caused 
death. The next time the gas will kill 
all of us.'* The old porter, who had^ 
nearly been blinded by the gas and 
was witness to a previous gas leakage 
and a major fire at the Union Car* 
bide plant close to his home, is in a 
stele of mental trauma. Incapad* 
taied and unwell, he sees the Unions 
Carbide fectory w a monster that has 
wrecked his life. 

Of the two lakh 
Bhopal get leakage 
victims undergoing 
tielement, 1C to 12 
per cent have 
psychiatric com* 
plaints or are suffer¬ 
ing from acute men¬ 
tal depression. This 
means 20,000 vic¬ 
tims ere on the point of mental 
derangement il they ere not pr» 
tided piychietric treatment im* 
OMdlai^ But, straogaly, such treat- 
mem has net btMn started at all. This 
deegite the feet that a team ql 



Within hours of tne 
^ I gas leak in Bhopal, 

/ ^ I the government of 

Madhya Pradesh 
hud announced re- 
I lief for the victims 
' ^' of the gas tragedy. 

Rs 10,000 wouTd b« 
given to the family 
of each person 
dead, and 1,S00 for each person 
who had suffered physically due to 
MIC poisoning. However, four 
months later, the relief given to ihv 
ikumbei of victims does not telly 
with the figures of those affected or 
killed. While the number of dead 
has been declared es 2,500, only in 
900 cases has monetary relief Wn 
given. A list of 1,320 persons had 
been made after verification from 
hospital records and identification 
by the dead personas family A 
second list of 123 persons is tiuw 
ready. When will the victims left 
out in the first list receive their 
dues? 

Take the case uf Bihan Lai. a 
casual labourer, who has not re* 
ceived any payment from the gov¬ 
ernment after the tragn. death of 
his wife. "Nobody listens to u$. 1 
have cried to meet the chief minis 
ter for money, but the govern¬ 
ment has killed us without poison." 
The wife of Bihari Lai, Hdki Bai, 
was admitted to the hospital in a 
critical condition after inhaling the 
gas and died soon eftor she was 
discharged. The death certificate 
with Bihari lal dearly states his 
wife was killed because of MIC 
poisoning. Though details of his 
wife’s death have been taken from 
him, on enquiry he was told the file 
had been sent from the collector’s 
office where bis name bad been 
listed, to the local police station for 
further verification. At the police 
station the file was declared mis* 
sing. Bihari Lai is himself suffering 
frein severe effects of MIC expo¬ 
sure and is one of the hundreds of 
poverty*!tricken victims of MC ex* 
poivire who have bean ignored by 
the authorities during ditttibatioa 
of relief 

there are reports that the pay* 
meet of relief money has been 
handled In a sareMsi maiutar. 


Dosens of victims have not received 
the full amount <A relief and there 
are others who, impersonating as 
relatives of dead persons, have re¬ 
ceived payments instead. Officers 
at ihc collector's office, however 
claimed that all relief patients 
had been done in an or^rly tashiou 
and (here had been no scope for 
ittcgular peymems since all victims 
had been given crossed cheques for 
Rs 10.000 

The Idle cf tbc various vcluntiry 
reliei' organisatic.i., in providing re 
habiliiaiiou or MIC*alfected vie 
lims has caused some amount of 
confusion and conuovorsy There 
are very few associations and wga- 
nlsations which have done substan- 
ctal amount of work among (he gas 
victims. One such active group 
which hes beeii working id Bhupsl 
IS the Nagerik Rabat Runaiwas 
Coiamtiiee headed by Tapan Bose, 
the famous piodc^ei of ibv 
documeuuiy film on the BhagaJpux 
bluidings, bidiMu Stuiy. The 
coouniiiet na» been wry active in 
relief operatums and Tapun Bose 
has Succeeded in filming the entire 
scquoncc of the tragedy from the 
time ot *Operauon Faith.’ The him 
was shown to thousands td victims 
on 12 March, the lOOth day of the 
disaster The M-Dunute film has the 
i commentary of noted film actor, 
Naseeruddin Shah, and is a poig* 
nant recapitulauon of the horror 
that is evident in Bhopal today. 

The Kisbure Bbarart and its presi¬ 
dent, noted researcher and scholar. 
Anil Sadgopal, is the other active 
social service group. Members of 
the Kishore Bharatt hsve been 
advocating the use of sodium 
thioiuli^te on M2C victims with¬ 
out exception. Only recently, activ¬ 
ists of the Kishore Bbaraci sceged a 
dh»n)M at the hospitals where MIC 
victims were being p^ted. deman¬ 
ding administration of sodium 
(tuosuJ phase. Similar demonsiri- 
tioos and protest rallies have been 
orgoiused by other reUef or^nise* 
tlons, namely the Zaharili Gei 
Kand Morche. the Medico Friends 
Orekt end Seheli for whom Bhopal 
has becoaie a fertile ground for 
flghdag injustice end oppreosioa. 
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r6d in any part of tha world because 


on 7 December with large supplies of 
sodium chiosuiphate. Still the anti¬ 
dote was not given to the victims. A 
few days later, when news of sus¬ 
pected cyanide poisoning m Bhopal 
was known internationally, a repre¬ 
sentative of UCC himself recom¬ 
mended the use of sodium thiosul* 
phate. Within a week of the tragedy, 
Dr Bipin Avashia, an Indian working 
as medical director oJ the Cbarlson 
plant of Union Carbide. USA. sent a 
telex message lo the Bt-mbay, Delhi 
and Bhopal offices of the company: 
“If cyanide poisoning is suspected 
use amly nitrite. If nii effect use 
sodium nitnio 0.3 gms and sodium 
(hiosuJphaiv 12.5 gms.'* Says Dr 
Chandia. “The telex message was a 
clear admission that the Union Car* 
hide’s parem cumpany itself sus* 
pected MIC connive decomposed into 
cyanidv, thv rc’i- n for the cherry- 
red blood in the dead persons* i 
bodies/* ! 

The “miraculous antidote'* was 
eventually adniinistvred to critical 
MIC cases on H Kehruary. more than 
two monthN afivr thousands had died 
an instani death (80 per cent of the 
deaths in Bhopal fullowing the gas i 
leak took piece outside hospitals; 
only 43M deaths are recorded in the 
various hovpnals on 3 and 4 Decem¬ 
ber ) Hundreds of lives could have 
been saved if the injections had been 
administered to victims at an earlier 
stage. But what is more surprising is 
that even aftei the reaction of 
stMiium thiosulphate <in at least 50 
per cent of the victims has been 
found to be saiisfacrory. the in 
(ravenous mjeclton is not being 
>n i\ legulated manner. 
Instead of the stipulated dose of 12.$ 
gms. some victims are being given 
doses of only 1.5 gms of (he antidote. 
At least 1,000 persons who ure among 
the worst affected should have been 
given sodium thiosulphate regularly. 
However, not more chan 50(1 victims 
are reported to have received it. 
With limited stocks available (20,000 
vials were received in January), 
there are allegations that only vary 
critical cases or influential patients 
are being given the iiijeciiuji. Tanna 
Lak 55, a resident of Chhola Mandi, 
one of the vrorst hit areas, com* 
plained bitterly about not receiving 
adequate medical attention. He 
showed the prescription he received 
from the Hamidia Hospital and re* 
cords of previous treatment given to 
bun. “Ever since the gus escaped it 
has become a living death for me. I 
reach the hospital with great difficul¬ 
ty every day and after waiting for 
hours the doctors amply say the 
injections are over. But I can see thei 
they are giving the injections to 
other people," he moaned. 

UaaHTMIAMIIN 


psychiatrics hdJ visiictl Bheput in 
December and had made imporiam 
observatiuhv uboui ihe menial health 
of the vkiims. The leam included 
Prof. D. B. Sethi, chief psychiatrist at 
the K.(j. Medical College. Lucknow 
and Dr 0. Shriniv^sa Moor of the 
Natiunai Insiitute of Menul Hc-olth 
and Neurosciences. Bungdlore. The 
report of the leum hud concluded 
with these words; “Symptoms of 
anxiety and depruiisioii aie foremost 
among the patients hut it is difficult 
to say if these! are ju.tt emotional 
reactions on the effect of the char* 
Bctei." 

Inttunces uf mental disability 
among gas victims ar«* rising. In the 
orphanage set up by rh<> govenimeiu. 
(wc) children had leceived early 
psychiatric treatmeni. The children 
are still in a state of deep shock 
They were separated from their fami¬ 
lies in Ihe night of 3 December and 
now i^rti on the point of lunacy. One 
of th" young boys' spoech ha^ been 
impiiiicJ since ihc day the gas 
^Kapeu. No psychiair>v or neurolo¬ 
gical treatment is now being given to 
either of them, or in fact to any of the 
thousands for whom the events fol¬ 
lowing the leakage have become a 
continuing nightmare and who have 
lost their near and dear ones. 

The tragedy uf Bhopal's victims is 
that having fallen prey to MIC. they 
have become targets of medical ex* 
periments and haphaiaid treatmeni 
As Dr Arya Lohia, medical officer of 
UCIL, explained, at the lime of the 
tragedy not a single death had occur- 


of MIC exposure before. Hie Union 
Carbide Corporation (UCC) in the 
USA has evidence of rreatment given 
to 86 MIC-affected persona over the 
years, but none of the persons ex¬ 
posed (u (he gas had either died or 
been seriously affected. 

Soon after 3 December, the main 
iwint of conieniion was whether (be 
victims should be administered 
sodium (hiosulphaie, an antiaote for 
cyanide poisoning, or not. This con¬ 
troversy has not been sorted out lill 
dare even though sodium rhiosul 
phate IS being a^inistered to some 
victims. The remote possibility of 
there being cyanide poisoning in 
MIC-affected persons was first disco¬ 
vered by Dr H. Chandra, head of the 
forensic depanmeni. Htnidla hos¬ 
pital, where autopsies of all persons 
killed by MIC exposure were con¬ 
ducted. The prognosis of Dr Chandra 
was that the blood of those persons 
killed was cherry-red, as in the case 
of cyanide poisoning. (In the 1976 
report on methyl isocynate, printed 
by the Union Carbide, it is stated 
that thermal decomposition of MIC 
may produce hydrogen cyanide.) 

Immediate adiDiniicration of 
sodium thiosulphate to all victims 
was recommended if cyanide poison- 
tng had taken place. The chairman of 
UCC. Warren Anderson, who visited 
Bhopal hours after the gas escaped 
brought with him sufficient supplies 
of this drug A German toxicologist, 
Di Max Daunderer arrived in Bhopal 


A nwiUwr who had b«*n npawd le MIC wMh (wr 
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Special Court is Needed to Deal 
_With the Bhopal Tragedy’ 


Hons Roj flhofdwoj. union ministerof slufe forioh', lold Si mmi 


Q: Precious time hes been lost in 
sorting c’ut issue of eompensstion 
for the vie rims of the Shopet gas 
tragedy. Has the law ministry any 
plans to aapedite relief for the vic¬ 
tims? 

A: The government his been keen to 
tackle this problem end soon after 1 
came to the ministry, the attorney 
general K. Peresen and Justice P.N. 
Bhegwari of the Supreme Court end I 
went to Bhopal to assess the strua* 
cion. We wanted co make sure that 
the best legal aid and advic^ is 
rendered to the victims of this 
tragedy. There was a suggestion 
made to us tbit we will get barter 
compensation in the United Sietes as 
compared co India because the lew of 
corti end damages in India is not 
strong In the* matter of quantity,of 
compensation. Keeping that in view, 
we sent the attorney general to the 
United States and wanted him to 
report beck to us on these issues. He 
has since come back to India and on 
31 January submitted his report. In 
the confidential report presented to 
(he government he has made certain 
suggestions. 

I have my own views on this case 
and the government has co take a 
decision on the matter. We have 
studied in detail the report submit 
ted by the attorney general and have 


“"**1 The government, in 
^ spite of such com* 

/ \ plaints, has not ere* 

/ XM> ' eted sufficient pub- 
lie ewareness of (be 
deteriorating medic* 
S j al state of MIC vie* 

J cims. On 27 March, 
^ the chief minister, 

_ \ Mocilal Vora, made 

a detailed statement in the Vidhan 
Sabha about the tragedy, lisnng the 
various relief measures edopced by 
the government for ibe victims: ^^Tbe 
state government has laid out about 
Rs 10 crore for providing relief end 
treatment. A sum of Rs 1.87 cr ore his 
tMen received from the Chief Minis- 
cer's Relief Fund to help chose 
affected by (be ges tragedy.” The 
statement also claims it is the reapoa* 
sibiliey of the government to '^be 
present generiiioo and the cemini 
generation (bat all possible com* 

S nsadon be given for whetevar un- 
tunete has happenad.* 

The developmenta la Bhoptl, now 
M the world map of diaasten. arc 


also looked into various representa¬ 
tions that have come to u» from 
American and Indian lawyers regard 
ing this case 

Q'. Is it not true that for feveral 
weeks after the tragedy, victims and 
public at large were confused and 
muled about the legalities of the 
ease. This was specfafly sc when 
several American lawyers descended 
upon Bhopel and promised the vre 
ttms fantastic sums of money as com 
pensefjon. The victims did not knuiv 
what their role was going to be if 
they appomted an American lawyer, 
what the lawyer's cut from the com- 
pensetion would be and in fact, some 
victims who have appoinred diner* 
icon fawyers do not even have rbe 
lawyer*s names and addresses Why 
didn't the government take steps n> 
stop such eap/oftarion and create an 
awareness among (fte victims.’ 

A: You are correct that thure was 
some confusion. J do not know what 
ensued before the new ministry took 
over, but 1 know that when we rtxik 
office, our first priority was co attend 
to (his case and to solve the legal 
tangle. Earlier, of course, Bhopal was 
flooded by AmerKsn lawyers and 
they created an impression among 
the victims ihet they wiU get them 
huge amounts as compensation. 
Under the impact of tragedy, the 


being closely watched Physical 
effects of methyl isocyanate on hu 
man beings are being analysed in 
laboratories in India and abroad. 
Children bom with physical signs of 
gas eipoeure are being kept under 
strict obeervetion. Though author* 
iaes are not wiiling to admit daily 
deaths by MIC exposure, records at 
the cremation grounds near the 
affected areas discloee that a high 
percentage of deaths taking place in 
Bhopai are a result of MIC exposure. 
At (he Shri Viahwe Gbat, the largest 
cremation ground near the Umon 
Carbide facteny, out of 73 persons 
cremated lo March, tbe death regis* 
ter reemds 20 deaths due to ”MIC 
^ exposure." At lease four of these 
cases art of snUbem children, with 
vWWe lues 0 gM expoaure. Is (his 
not pmef nmsgt (bet the death and 
Hi— syadromt at Bhopal is con* 
dnulng? 

There ia soon to be an explosion of 
litermturu and siritiap on the catas* 
trepbe at BKc^. One hundred diffe¬ 
rent books are being authored by 


victims mosilv simple people cave 
the Amt’iiCiin Uiwyeis 
m«r dnJ {Kmer of riiicirney wiihuut 
ascert^iiiiiitf ivhat they were gomf; to 
dofoiihem It it, a fatuhat American 
Uw'veis tunie tn Bhnpal to earn their 
briefs. So the moment we learnt 
about dll this, we look tmtice, w-ent to 
Dhopdl. (JiH'ussed matters with the 
state i&uveroment there We >aid that 
if the law' of ihe lend is jnudequate 
whv cuiinut we lepsldie the law for 
our uwii p«<iple’ We should y4veuur 
own piohtems end if the law falls 
shoii of I he Lhalienge. we should 
amend n and legnJale a new law. 
Also, if FsdiniDeni is not in sesshm, 
we can issue an ordinance. So at 
preseiu, I want to have un ordinance 
promulftuicd fur setting up special 
courts, vetted with special powers to 
deal wiih this exigency and I am sure 
thdi vei> snon we will set up u court 
in India where a claim will be filed 
fi»r and un behalf of the victJm.s by 
(he state nseli and wo will see to it 
thai Union Carbide responds to it 
and submits tr> the furisdiction of 
Indian ruurts. 1 find it difficult to 
rccuncdc to a situaimn whore we 
submii if> H foreign court and leave 
everything m ihc hands el fore¬ 
igners I feel very concerned about 
the plight of the vtctims. 
Intervt$w e e hy Alv 


eminent environmentalists, scien¬ 
tists and toxicologists wRo landed in 
Bhopal in (he weeks following the 
disaster. One uf the first such literary 
works examining' the genesis and 
consequences of the tragedy is to be 
released soon. The book, 7^e Cloud 
Over Bhop4i~“Causes. Consequences 
end Construe*•'’’e Solutions has been 
authored by e. nent environmental¬ 
ist Dr Alfred Degrazia, who has writ¬ 
ten ten books on iniernaiiunal disas¬ 
ters. Dr Degrazia described theBhop' 
ai tragedy as a **treachery on the 
people of Bhupal, a disaster which is 
feared to have wi rse consequences 
than the Hiroshima bomb blast.” 
According to him if the quantity of 
gas which caked would have been 
sprayed over Bhopai, the entire 
populetion could heva been eUmin* 
ated. Now, he says, Bhopel hes be¬ 
come a testing ground for experi¬ 
ments The victims, he felt, are being 
treated as if they have an existence 
without spirits or souls. 


mSuMerta. 
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Bhopal: The Dangers 

Ahead 


^ (liKu- b> oj)*aiusafjons reveal (lie grave heolJh 

*\hn.h tiihjpui s population ho.s to/ocein (ho/uture 


ihv I* u( MIC on iinimdls and i 
Mill sjx momh« to complete it 
While 4imiuuncin|i this he admiltvO 
ctiwi I he coi poraiion did hnve a 
J eul oi iMlorm<ii(un avelJahl:: on the 
dvuie •aiid shoit term exposure lo 
toxuoloKtwul p^opcrtu•^ o( MIC He 

vaid this inform«ilkOn. prt'viuuslv 
iiiiidi’ availahlv to ihv UK renuUiiHy 
juthvriiK;' hev also been vunnnuni 
Ldtvd to tliv Indian 1 nuncil of Medic* 
ai Kenarch flCMR). 

I he p'int hvic i> If the previous 
HiMdieV were av.iiljhJe. why did The 
Union Carbide authoritjec not II.v 
d(»wii the only anitdoie fur cyanide 
p<»isnninK^ Surely theM* studies re 
vealed the possibility of cyanide 
poisoning in the event of such a leak. 
Mr Browning sevmv to be on Ihe (rail 
of a bift cover up operation, saying 
that Cmoii Caibidc will now sponsor 
a niciaholi>m >iudy in animals lu 
evaluate wheihvi a single large expo* 
sure to MIC lan, for example, lead to 
iHe generation of cyanide Ihey 
claim that (heie is no known biologic¬ 
al mechaiiisjn b> which MIC inhale* 
Tiun could levuU in cyanide poison 
irig within the aniAial or human body 
Bruwning Iwaaenly expresses doubts 
about the reports "fiom India tbai a 
number of deaths did not appear to 
be as%<»ciated x^ith MIC over- 
exposures but rather were sugges 
tive of cyanide poisoning among 
ocher possibtUiies.'* 

Another grievous complaint is chat 
crucial infcHmatiun about the nature 
of the ga^ as well as the findings of 
(he autopsy were withheld from Ihe 
medical Lonimunity as well as the 
public by both Union Carbide and 
the government, incapacitating the 
attending doctors and creating un 
necessary fear among the people. 
Even more devious was the ioforma* 
tion fed by medical officers of Union 
Carbide. Dr Jaeger of the World 
Health Organisation and the Ishwai- 
das Committee of the government of 
Madhya Pradesh, in the form of 
statements to the press like, “There 
is no evidence of cyanide po^oDing" 
and, “Only lungs and eyti have been 
affected.- ' 

afur ibe tragedy. 


*i‘i^ku»iivi . m 

J PuiiiaNUin bx I'hv 

t eovci l,,n.;»( sA 

Uk ,r.,K in luaiili >>t 
I Uu |iviipU*iM HhMp.il 
' ' I ^iiiv'i till s;»is l«'dk 

^ ' hull, ihi* ViiioM Cat 

j bide l.aiury, siudivv 
- • - ‘J doov b> iiidipcu 

den I mrdicjj sou ices rcveol 

problems fui the p,>pulaiioii. living 
primarily m >Juni aiuax A group of 
doctors fto/n ilu KiihKalore haxud 
Medico Fiiuiids Circiv which visiiid 
Bhopal two monthx aliei the tragedy 
found the most shocking slate of 
neglect. For instance, in spite of 
clear evidence of cyanide poisoning 
from 2 Dccomber, the administration 
of rhe known specific antidute, 
.sodium thiosulfate was banned. 
Only aflora latal lapse oi two nmnihs 
has this decision t>veu oftuially le 
versed and even today blear guide* 
lines fur its administration to pa 
tients have not been issued, nor is 
the in)Vvtion yet being made avail 
able in th.* quantity required for 
massive dt (OXifjcaiion ol the 
affected population 
Union Carbide (India) m Uiiiuii 
Carbide lUSAj, should have im- 
cnediately airlified sodium ihinsul 
fire to India because it is not menu 
factored here. Bui whether delibti- 
ately or nut, rhev failed to do so. 
Even Today, according to Df Hiresh 
Chandra of Bhopal, who did the audv 
psy on (he dead, the«’L' is not enoogh 
of (h)s antidote available, rhe ques* 
cion that remains unanswered is why 
Union Carbide officials in the USA 
did not acknowledge immediately 
that it was cyanide poisoning, when 
they were aware of it Why had they 
repeatedly claimed that the gas was 
harmless and not a killer^ 

On IS March, full three months 
after the tragedy T'niun Carbide 
announced an m*depth programme 
ro study the toxicological effects of 
9ver*expp9ute to methyl isocynite 
fMlC). ^e Carbide vice*presidei)t 
for health, safety and environneotal 
affairs. Mr Jackson Browning, said 
iftii (be cor^ration plans to gxMnd 
pKU^BflVious raigarch progM^ on 


vequc‘1 to the Ra« exposure and it 
seems that they will he pei manenrfy 
handicapped Records of selected pa* 
ticnis subjected to sensitive lung 
function tests show definite abnor* 
maliiies suggesting both'obstruciive' 
(where air passages are obstructed) 
and 'restrictive' (where the lungs are 
unable to expand due to fibrosis) 
lesions. X ray evidence of fibrosis Is 
also nnw' becoming apparent, 
e People aho suffer on a large scale 
from ga»iriiis, fever and psychologic* 
ul xiievs of varying severity. , 

Meal disturbing, however. U (he 

study dune on the epidemic yf 

gynahrculugical diseases by Dr Rani 

^ng and Dr Miry Sadgopal. Accord* 

ingiu them, while a lot of attention is 

being devoted to the ill effects of the 

Bhopal gub leak on the general 

pepuiation, silence is being main 

Uioed in the area of women’s health. 

Wonien have been complaining. Qf a 

variety of pcublems, but not much 

notice is being taken either by the 

government or the medical teams. 

The Twu doctors sav there is an 

• 

urgent need to inform pregnant 
wumer. about the possible risk of 
deformed babies and make available 
to them the choice of medical ter¬ 
mination of pregnancy (MTP). 

A study was made on 24 women in 
Kaai camp and 3l from Jayaprekgsh 
Nagar who registered during the first 
hour with the clinic voluntarily, Pel* 
vie examination wax done in 33 
women only as the remaining 22 did 
npc want to be examined for various 
reasons like unmarried status. , adv¬ 
anced pregnancy, etc. Their findiogs 
were: 

• White vaginal discharge In 3} 
women of which 33 had this lymptom 
alnce exposure to the has. 

• Excessive menstrual bleedingVn 19 
^nen out of which 17 hgd Jt since 

tbtjometi, Ip Ifi 
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A ehm bon after the m» < <*hh her niefbrr at a boipKal In Bhopal 


women, all since the gas exposure. 

• In two cases, husbands were ren¬ 
dered impotent since the gas expo¬ 
sure. 

The most consistent abnormal find 
ings Were: 

e Discharge from the vagina which 
was typically profuse, thick, whitish 
yellow without any foul smell or local 
.irritation. This was unlike any com* 
monJy found vaRioal discharge of 
in/aciive origin. 

e Retroverted (backward bending) 
position of the uterus with severely 
restricted mobility for 21 out of M 
(M per cent) women who allowed 
vaginal examination. Normally re- 
iroveried uterus is found in 10 to 2S 
per cent of women and a normal 
uterus is mobile. 

e Adnexae lalructurcs around uterus 
like tubes, ovary, etc.) palpable in 2S. 
impalpable in eight, tender in 2S 
(painful on examination! and non¬ 
tender m eight. Normally adnexae is 
not palpable and tender 
e Cervical erosion (ulcvi on the cer¬ 
vix) and/or endocervuitis in 22 
women 

e The uterus was of normal mv in all 
the non-pregnant women except in 
the case of one woman who had a 
doubtful fibroid uterus. 

Among the wornen examined two 
had aliortions and two had still birrhs 
following the gas exposure. Sixteen 
were pregnant of whom <me had an 
incomplete infected abortion and 
two had clinical suspicion of in 
tra'Uterine growth and retardatiun of 
the foetus Wha* was criminal on the 
part of the government and the 
medical relief teams was chv fact 
that none of them told the pregnant 
woman of (he possibilitv of rhe risk 
of deformed babies or was given the 
option of MTP. The rotal number of 
lactating women at the time of gas 
exposure was 14. of which eight suf¬ 
fered from suppression of lactation 
by a degree of SO to 7S per cimt. 
while six were unaffected. 

The two doctors found that even 
attending gynaecologists seemed 
ignorant of the connection of gas 
with pelvic inflammatory disease 
(FID). They argued that it was the 
result of pre-existing tuberculosis in 
the slum women. However. Doctors 
Bang and Sadgopal say that tubercu- i 
Josis pelvic inflammac^ disease 
usually constitutes only five per cent 
of the cases. It is non-tender and is 
usually associated with infertility 
and reduced menstruation. Absence 
of all these features in the women 
examined ruled out this* FID being of 
tuberculosis origin. 

The women, paiticuierly in the 
slum erees, have a major problem 
but no OM seems to be sympathetic 


towards them. They tend to dismiss 
them as fake complaints. 

While the government and even 
the ICMR have been accused of 
keeping the findings to themselves. 
Union Carbide (India) and its parent 
company in the USA have played a 
more devious role. Its crowning act of 
criminality against (he poor people 
of Bhopal is that three mondis after 
: the tragedy and only after exposure 
by the Indian press about its deliber¬ 
ate neglect and ineptitude, the 
American giant multinational 
announces studies on the effects of 
MIC and even doubts the issues 
raised in the Indian press. Among the 
so-called studies announced by 
Browning ig one on: '’Evaluating the 
condition of animals at various 
points in time after a single, Urge 
exposure to amthyl taocynate with 


specific emphasis on the respiratory 
function. This shOjUld answer Ques¬ 
tions raised in India as to whether or 
how long any irritation from MIC 
I exposure exists, whether there is any 
' likelihood of delayed effects and 
provide information from which 
' physicians can decide the most 
I appropriate treatment.” 

I For whose benefit Is this? Was this 
: not thought of earlier? Are (hey 
punning «r<uheT leak at (he Bhopal 
factory so they can use the findings 
of their belated study? Or. are they 
planning some leaks from the old 
factory of Union Carbide in Bombay 
which is being bought by Mr Dhir- 
ubbal Ambani of Reliance Textiles. 
Can we rely on Union Carbide any 
more—whether it is in Bombay or In 
Bhopal? 

i aHi Mi. tamev 
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CONVERSATION 



“I WANT TO LOVE 
EVERYBODY” 


General H.M. Ershad lolks to M./. Akbar 


tf $»ncfruy H'as enough n solve problems. 
Bsnghidesh wwtfl he mm h better oti today 
thjt IS. both in terms of economiv detelop- 
nient and politUal e%'olution. General Hu 
sain Miihjmmad t:rshdd lelh anyone who 
will listen that he wants in leave behind a 
Bangladesh richer than he inherited and a 
political system rid of coups, unstable gov- 
ei timents and it nervtnis shouting match with 
democntcy rhKs a man whose power de- 
vo/re.s esientiulh' from the colour of ht< 
u/jifVvrn Slic'dn it? Anyone who is a poet can't 
leally he a Machiavelli. can he? You may or 
may not like the general's poetry, but he 
does concentrate on love, peace, and a new 
world freed of hunger and oppression 
However, the upp^tsiiton panics of Bang 
ladesh are less than impreued. The difficult 
dialogue hetween the government and the 
IHiliticdl parties has been continuing for a 
while hui the search for a mutually 
acceptable political system seems as far 


from suci'^ss as ever Ceneral Brshad «v«jits 
to guarantee a place tnr the armed forces In 
the power structure r/i.rf is the only way to 
; stop coups, he insists. The political parties 
will not accept any cc>ncfr>foj)a/ version of 
dennKfacy. They are dm anding eiectioui 
without any interference from the army, and 
the assurance that power will be handed 
over Without any qualifications to the party 
which gets a majority. Whert the talks broke 
down. Ceneral Ershad decided to circum> 
vent the twlitical patties and go directly to 
the people through the tried method of a 
relerendum. It was an exercise in the quest 
fur tegifimacy: the oppi*sition answer has to 
bi»ycott the iwll held on 21 March- The 
official results showed an overwhalmtng 
vjctufv fw General Ershad. bur rts credibiT 
ny was in douhi. General Ershad spoke tb 
M.j. Akbar just after the resu/t» had been 
deciaied. in the drawing room of his resi¬ 
dence in the cantonment area of Dhaka. 



I*rvs*den( H. M . Rrihod lalkint lo Meek t Nttmaa. Soeth A»l« CocTMpndtl of Om PtuluMjdua Hmtmrrf el Um lolf courw Hi DbakM 



CONVERSATION 



O lt S9tms, A£r Presidtnt, th$r the 
most signi/icsnt thing thet bss hap- 
pened stnce we last met is that you 
bare become tora/Jy disWusioaed 
with ycut country's po/iwians. U that a 
correct assessment? 

A: I ihouldn't say disillusioncdi I would 
rather say disappointed. Many of them are 
old politidana, many of them took pan io 
the liberation war» and 1 am sure all of there 
love the country. But in the last year*and*a* 
half or so we expected a little more from 
them. We thought that the political process 
which we had started will culminate in 
general elections, we will have an elected 
Parliament. Unfortunately, chough I have 
been meeting their demands one after 
another, they refused to come to elections. 1 
fail to understand why. The military rule? 
What I have not done lor them^ The conces* 
sions I gave to the political partiaa—you will 
nor find such an example anywhere in the 
world. Unfortunately, they thou^t it my 
weakness, and they kept on pressing harder 
and harder. And they have brought the 
country to a state where, I should sey. the 
law and order stiuacion deterioreced so 
much that no government worth the name 
could stind it any more. Therefore, the 
whole process we started, which we thought 
will end in elections, was frustrated. 

Q; Why do you think the cirihans refused 
the option of proving that thay were stron¬ 
ger then you through en efecrion.’ 

A; First, chase politicians should have 
understood chat this military government is 
not a foreign military government This 
military government had to come because 
they failed. And you must be knowing that 
when we assumed the responsibility in 19S2. 
the whole country welcomed us. The whole 
country. And we actually received a lot of 
congratulatory messages thanking the 
armed forces for saving the country. 

Q: But that is only an assc/mprio/i en your 
part. 

A'. No. There was no opposition < to the 
takeoverVAJ] political activity is open The 
political parties were very much there. But I 
do not think anywhere in Bangladesh that 
day anybody opposed the takeover. There* 
fore, the country was at such a «idge when 1 
cook over that people appreciated (the 
coup). After that, more than three years 
have passed. I have taken a Jot of oieasures 
and chose measures I think the country 
hes benefited. Now, I keep on telling them 
(the political parties), that we are one of 
you. We are not a foreign army, we are not a 
Pakistani army or aoy other army. We 
fought for the liberation of this country. And 
you forced us to takeover. Now lei us sic down 
and decide the future course of action. Lei 
US see what can be done for the creation of 
an elected government, an elected Parlia. 
meni. Ther^ore, whatever they do to oust 
the military government: where will the 
mditary government go? We cannot sit on a 
ship and go to Pakistan and Karachi. We 
have to stay here. This is our couotry. 
Therefore, their very assumption waa not 
correct. 


Q: Maybe they thought the miJitery had 
bemme very unpopular and any deal with 
the military would affect their credibility 
with the people 

A* They just assumed that the military 
government is unpopular. See how contra* 
dictory they ere. They sey. 'You are very 
unpopular, your^vemment is very unpopu* 
lar.’ Ac the same time they sey. 'YoU cannot 
preach for any candidate.’ So I said, if I am 
unpopular, and my government Is unpopu* 
lar, then if I support somebody he should 
also be unpopular. The political parties«are 
celling two things That means the military is 
not unpopular 

Q: You know, in some of your recent 
statements there is almost a quality of 
contempt for poL>xcxans. 

A: As a mart 1 want to respect everybody. I 
want to love everybody. And we have grown 
up in a society where elders are respited 
and we still maintain that. 1 especially, 
because those values are very important for 
us. We may not be rich otherwise, but we are 
very rich from that point of view. But the 
way they (the politick parties) behaved, tliv 
way they destioyed public peace, property, 
and the good name of the country—I do not 
just understand why they did it. Is it only 
power? Is it only position? Or is it something 
else? Therefore. I feel that when th^ should 
have shown leadership, and convinced all 

K lltical parties to cone to an understanding 
' election, they failed to do so. And if as a 
political leader you cannot assume the lead* 
ersbip and convince others who were against 


I don't want to 
have any eneray. 
I never sutfareif 
because ol this 
philosophy. 
Many people 
said many things 
against me, but 
ultimately they 
came to me 
again. So that's 
the way I think 
we should live, l 
believe In that 
way. And 
ultimately, by 
love you win 
over 

everybody... 
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ItMnklamthe 
greatest trIend of 
India. 


the election, thea wbit sort of loador ore 
you? ThAi is why 1 they feiled in thtir 
teak. Of cour*e» wbeiever they wenie^ I did 
Q; Sow, if they an sc Cso, sc OMnntuJ n 
the cotttttry, why do you want them hock in 
the gonmmeat? 

A: They feiied ii one rime, they laay not 
fail the next time. But. they should be told 
that they failed. They must also undentand 
that they must come up to the eipectad^ 
of the people. They must rise* 

Q; Your neriort has had two ipeUs of rea^ 
cjrifjan ^veniioejic—under She/kh Mujib 
and later on in the pasr«Zie penod and both 



As a man, Rajiv 
Gandhi seems ta 
be vary nice: 
more or less 
same nature as 
mine. And I 
thought that he 
will be able to 
solve this 
(problems)... 
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tunes the experience mvs curtailed by xsii/t* 
ary intervention. Hotr do you feel ehout 
ervi/j'an rule in Ban^deeh? 

A: We are a new country. Trials^ tribula¬ 
tions. ups and downs, will always be there. 
We are a country of a hundred millioo 
people, a country without resources. And 
then we are born of a bloody revolution, of a 
bloody liberation war. You can't expect that 
the country will be running very smoothly. 
And you can't expect the leader to leave 
everyihini to the people. It is difficult. 
There are many as^aeiocu of the people 
I which cennot be fully fulfilled. But even 


then they tried their best. And we were 
makieg progress. Many things happened; 
probably soma of the things could not be 
helped. For example, in 1974 during Sheikh 
Mujib's regime there were floods, and 
oseybe they had no resources to combes Jt. 
Maybe they failed to do so. But It does not 
mean that he did not want to do it. That is 
bow it was. 

Q: Sow one ct rhe first things (hat you did 
when you ceme to power was launch a 
campaign a^inst eorruptioa. Do you think 
that among Bengiadesh poittreiens, the 
tdeeiita of the liberation war is now over 
end they here become purchasablef 
A; t do not warn to blame my predeeeasMV. 
But 1 think that is ample proM that poUci* 
clans can be bought. But of course I did not 
do that; otherwtee 1 wouldn't have had this 
trouble. Anyway, this is not an aiperaloa on 
them. The question is that in I aociety like 
this where resources ere limited end so 
many people aak for more and more^natur* 
ally thal element of conuption creeps Into 
the society. I shouldn't say. 1 cannot make a 
general statement that the politldens are 
corrupt, but in a developing nation sotae 
elements of corruption are itera in society. 
You cannot eliminate it. 

Q : There ere rumours in Dhaka, and / say 
that there are rumours, ther there was e 
deal on the anvil between you and the 
Awami Lea^a, a deal which was based on 
Che Awemf League demanding Taka four 
c f ore i in order to come to terms wfch you. 

A: Please do not insult a political party 
like that. 

Q: I said they ere rumours. 

A: They are an old political parry, and this 
is very unfortunate. I do not accept these 
things. You can blame me. You should not 
blame a political party like that. We bad 
contacted all political parties, and we 
thought they will come to elections. Naturel* 
ly, we are in communicerion with them, end 
we hive been asking theta, what do you need 
to parcicipetc in elecrioos? They said, wt 
need this, we need that; you do this, you do 
that. And we cried to fulfU all their demands 
one alter enothec. At any time if the Awami 
Le^e or the BNP were very near to partici¬ 
pating is elecrioos, that did not mean that 
they were to be paid money. No question 
ebemt it. 

Q: Wes there talk abtfue the number of 
aeets Cher would be eiforred ro the polisicaf 
pertiee.* 

A: These are the crooked minds which 
work to spread these rumours. Just to undM- 
mine some political party w|£± waa talking 
to the fovamment. Or any ^itical party or 
any pcrsocu talking to the governmant for a 
better understanding or reUdona. Theaa are 
unfounded rumours. These are not true. It ia 
very unfortunate tbet some people are so 
vsdous as CD spread this ion cd rumour. 
Polidcal parties have honour and dignity. 

Q: One of the reaiiriea of democretk 
poiiOa, since we an on this subjact, is that 
whaa paUtieai parxias prepan far eiectiena, 
chep need a cenela amount of fiaaaeL$ im 
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order ro pur up 300 Candidaw or 400 
candidates And one of the needs of pelieicel 
parties, which you were talking about, is 
money. How can such money ever come to a 
poiitiek) party without some form of corru^ 
tion? '• 

'At (Laughs) I do not run a political party, 
B(it you are right. To fight elections, you 
need money. And therefore when I took over 
in the beginning I proposed that we all 
should sit down and decide how many poll* 
tical parties will be there m the country, and 
uHether these political parties can be fi- 
tranced by the government or not. A definite 
budget every year, so that they do not have 
to resort to any corruption, or go door'to< 
door to collect money. But that of course can 
only happen after a ParUament is elected. 
Now, we have something like 72 political 
parties. Why can’t we have three or four 
political parties like other countries? And 
then the government can say, okay, you have 
j one crore budget, and spend this money tn 
organise your party, and fight future elec 
rions. And thus we can make the whole thing 
very civilised. But you are right They all 
need money. Every political party needs 
money, and this is not a good practice. 

Q: You too have a polittcal party. Hew do 
you finance your pohricel party? 

A: 1 do not have a political parry. I said, 
any political parry that supports me has my 
support. 

Q. But hew is that financed? 

A: 1 do not know. You ask the secretary 
general of the party. (Latighs). 

'Q: fiow. one of the charges made against 
civilian governments is that discipline col¬ 
lapses. You said that progress h hampered 
end ;vou have done more in three years 

A* No, 1 was talking about the recent 

E iOlitical activities. Tliey (turned freedom 
Rto) licence. The wav the students were 
behoving, the way the other political parties 
ahd workers were behaving-^you know they 
made life mi^rable. Totally. So this sort of 
thing we don't expect from political parties, 
Therk are norms within which they should 
function, but they really went beyond it. 
That*s what I mentioned. Not about the past 
discipline of the society. Where there is 
politics there is alwa>n some indiscipline. 
Look what is happening m India and all 
nations. But we are a developing nation—we 
thought that at least they would function 
keeping everything to a certain limii. Things 
really went bevotid People got really scared 
in this country. Their lives and property 
were not secure. 

Q: One of the charges that has been made 
■or one of the suspicions that certainly 
e«i«5, is that foreign powers are trying to 
finance or control some Bangladesh poUricet 
parties. Do you find evidence of (hat? 

A I cannot emphatically say ‘yes', but 1 
cannot also say 'no*. That’s the problem in 
this country. If we have three or four politic¬ 
al parties, then we can see into it. I tried to 
control it. I said that aiiy foreign money 


Q: ERD? 

A: External Resousces Division. Not only 
political parties, there are many volunrary 
organisations who get mutiey Irom outside 
and we do not know how they spend this 
money. Bui the money to political parties, if 
it is or all corning, comes through the hack 
door. And I said that 1 have no evidence, hut 
at the same time I can say. from the way the 
political parties spend, they are being fi¬ 
nanced from outside. This is very unfortun¬ 
ate. Bui It does happen. 

Q: Oo you suspect India of giving money to 
any political party.^ 


lam making 
roads for 
villagers,.. 

If that is 

corruption. I will 
do that 
corruption 
throughout my 
life. 


Cieneral RrAad' iUtkn* a rkfH!-?flrclpd aira i» fri 


A: They should give it to me if at all chvy ' 
give it (laughs heartily). Because I think 1 j 
am the greatest friend of India, so they don't ; 
have to give it to somebody else (continues . 
laughing). 

Q: (After the laughter is over; But seriou., 
ly do you suspect India or USA or China of 
having a role in this.^ 

A: t would not say that. It is too direct. 

Qr 77>e opposition parries have accused 
you ei asaking too many liberal offers in 
^ui speeches—rhac roads wilt be built, of 
ffviag handouts, of creating a political base 
for yourself hy using state resources How do 








What I have not 
done for them 
(the country's 
politicians)! The 
concessions I 
gave to the 
political 

parties-->you will 
not find such an 
example 
anywhere in the 
world. 

Unfortunately, 
they thought It 
was my 
weakness... 
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you react to that charge? 

A: I dm noT makmg « toad in ray hoiuei I 
am making roads for villagers which (bay 
need very badly. If that is comipcion, 1 wiU 
do thai corruption (hrou^bout my Life. Build* 
mg a road, poor chaps they are taking for 
roads. Why the hell didn't you do it? Aakiag 
far a bridge, asking for a school, asking for ■ 
college, asking for a hospital<^wliat*s wrong 
in II? If as a President I cannot do ii, why 
should I remain President of this country? 
Thai is development, isn't It? 

V Would you describe yourseff as a toft 
tlictator^ 

A: I was never a dictator. I am the most 
democratic-minded man. I don't think any¬ 
body who has been hare from 1972 to 
1962—I don't ihink any political party en* 
ioyed more democratic rights thu it has 
enjoyed during my time. Press freedom, 
elections. 

Q : Do you think there is press freedom m 
the country? 

A: Press freedom! There is press licence, 
not only freedom. They could write anything 
and everything. You just look at the papers 
before the first of March, go through it. 
From top to boiiom in some of the papers, 
there was just abuse of the government, 
nothing else. Including me. We thought 
gradually things will settle down. You know. 
I lell you with great pride, it is settling down. 
Initially they (the press) were very hostile. 1 
said, write anything you like And then they 
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really saw reason and gradually settled 
down, and things were improving. But even 
then, a few newspapers, few means very 
lew—they were printing provocative news, 
inciting people. One example I can give you. 
One student was killed, late at night. No* 
body knew who had killed whom. The news¬ 
paper next day accused a party which has a 
leaning towards the governmenc. Result? 
The students weni and burnt the hall. This 
was news which was inciting the students, 
inciting the public. This Is very destructive. 
This is not proper journalism. And then 
giving a verdict—you can't give a verdict in 
a newspaper Someone is murdered in Kali- 
gunge and the newspaper gives a verdict 
that so and so is murdered and so-and-so 
should be hanged. Even the police is not 
sure of the murderer, but the newspaper 
knows. There is a procedure. Somebody is to 
be arrested, interrogated, FIR lodged, case 
has to go to the court aid the judges will 
give the verdict. Here, a newspaper gives 
the verdict. This is not correct. 

Q: But, honestly, iookmg at the Dhaka 
press. It does not seem as if it has too much 
freedom. 

A; Now. yes; after first of March we said, 
'No.' I will gradually release the restrictions. 
And they will write anything. I don't mind 
criticism. I tell them, please tell me what I 
am doing wrong. Yes. criticise my govern, 
ment, my policies, my aciions; constructive 
criticism is always welcome because that 
helps the goveroment. When I sir in the 
cabinet, for the first one hour I look at the 
newspaper cuttings. For the first one hour, 
we diKuss the newspaper clippinp and then 
1 tell the ministers. 'You please correct this 
or that.* After that we begin the normal 
cabinet work. I give a lot of weightage to 
newspaper reports. Lot of weightage. 

Q: I em sure joumaUsts will he quire 
delighted to leant that 

A: They know it. Every day. the first one 
hour I discuu the newspaper cuttings. Be¬ 
cause, every fact cannot come to my notice. 
That is very difficult. The other day, there 
was a letter to the editor in Bangladesh 
Times: In Dhaka contractors used to supply 
bricks, now the government is supplying 
them. Here the complaint was that the 
bricks had been supplied by the government 
from the old stocks, and a contractor got the 
money—a major share. 1 straightaway started 
an enquiry. 

Q: Of the main leaders opposed to you, the 
ladies Hasina and Khalede, who do you 
think is stronger politically? 

A: (Laughs) It is for you to decide, how can 
I siy? 

Q: 2 am only a visitor foe a few days. You 
have been dealing with them, you know your 
country better. 

A: To me they are both political leaders 
and 1 should not say somebody la better, 
aomebody ii worse. 

Q: But you bad expenence in dealing with 
both. Who do you think has more p^tieal 
auppon? 

A: FoUtiaal support can only be knows 
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through an election, isn’t it? Only people can 
say who has more support. I cannot say so. 

Q: The opposition, however, does seem to 
have a peunr wAen it 5ay& thsi democracy u 
reeliy not possible until the ermy decides, in 
principle, to leave poiver. And you have rtot 
accepted that point. 

A: Leave power to whom? 

Q: Leave power to a civilian government, 
whoever the people mi^r e^ect. 

A; How do I do that? 

Q: By aij eiecfion outside rhe hounds of a 
martial hw 

A: There is no question of martial law: (let 
us have; elected everything. But martial law 
has tu be there, till the results are out. 
Nobody wanted that martial low should be 
withdrawn And 1 also declared that me and 
my government is going to be neutral in the 
elections. But the election has to be held 
under martial law. because there is no 
Constitution. 

Q. But are you iienunatly ready to surren¬ 
der power? 

A: Can 1 give you an example? 

Q: Ves. please 

A' The first thing ii that there is no power 
in Bangladesh, just all responsibility Total* 
ly. hVum morning six o'clock to nest morning 
six o'clock only responsibility. And the 
whole respoiisibtUty is the President's. 

Number two: when 1 declared the first 
election, it was a special election They said, 
no, they would nui allow a special election 
because it the President is elected he cun 
always iiifluenve the Parliament So I said. 
Jet us have the presidential and parliamen 
tary elections together when nobody will 
influence anyone elve This was on 27ih of 
May 19R4. At that time there was no political 
party »iupporring me. So. the President offer* 
ing a parljHmeniary election, without a poU* 
tical party's support—doesn't it amply show 
that hv had no intention of clinging to 
power? 

No, hut you have afways kept a rider 
ihae the army has lo have a role in the future 
structure of power. 

A: Army will have no role. 

Q: That itself negates demotracy? 

A' No. it doebr't You are talVing like a 
colonial. The B.ingUdesh army and the Indi¬ 
an army is not the same army. It is a 
different army in a small country. The 
question is, that the army has a role in 
governmenl; why? There have been IB muti¬ 
nies in the army. Have you tried to analyse 
why these 18 mutinies have taken place? 

Q: Why? 

A; Because our army fought for independ¬ 
ence. We broke our nath and fought for our 
country's liberation. W« cannot stand by and 
watch the country we helped create slide 
down. We want to build the nation too; give 
us a place 

Q: One of the ideofogicaf shifts that have 
teken place after the army took over is the 
stress /siamisarion. Are you raking the 
countr)^ towards fundamentalism? And is 
that M problem in better relations with 
Indie? 


Prf^Jd«n1 S r^had ■ddcrvhii« pabllc rnming im the ounkiru of 


A; No, not at all. You must uudertitand 
Islam in our country's context. It is quite 
different. We are not radical, we aie noi 
asking for any fundamentalist sort of a 
thing. Whai do we want? We want Islamic 
teaching to go down to our young people, so 
thar the vices of our society, which are now 
gradually increasing, can be checked. And 
this, you yourself would know. Islam is a 
code of life, and we try to preach it and 
implement it. There is nothing more* than 


lhai. That does not come in the way of good WIlBH I Sit In thB 
relations with India; not at all i cabinet, fOf INC 

Q ; Would you call Bangladesh an Ulatnic \ firStOflBhOUf, I 

^tate? j |Qa|( a) 

A: No. Bangladesh is nut an Islamic staiv. • 

Bangladesh is a country where j majority of j HcWSpapof 
the people are Muslims, and the way of life ' CUtMnOS, POf th6 
of this majority is Islam Trom that p^mi uf --- knur 

view we are a Muslim state But there aic Hfhl One noUf, 
other religions also. And x«e reuUy enjuy * y/B dISCUSS ttlB 
complete communal harmony Theiv ure npujCnaner 
very, very good relations among the peopit | •’C 
Q: But this suspicion uf India as a kind of \ ClippinySBIld 
threat: whet is the reason for that? < Ihnn I toll tho 

A: We have certain problems, and thev* : “'f'l ‘ 
problems are not being solved by Indi.. > miniSterB, YOU 
Why? These problems cannot remain unri* l nlnasB CDrfRCt 
solved so long. IVhai is reason? Why di. j ... , , 

Indians do u? tnIS Of tnBt,,. I 

Q: What do vou think.’ UTrat is your view' gjVB 8 lOt Of 
A: That's what we ftU to understand. Du Jininhlana Ia 
ftey want that we should be a vassal state of WBigniayO 10 

India? Do they wani thar they should have a OOWSDOPOf 
sty in our affairs? That is the suspicion in rannHe 
the minds of the Deoole. Otherwise m the fopUnS. 
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as the President couW not go to see rheml 
How unfortunate it is! A signed agreeiAent, 

StiH vou are not 


j last 14 years, since the question of reversion. 

water faring could not be done. Why? The 
I water belongs to Bangladesh since the crea- 
tion of the earth. Why today because diffe* 

' rent states have been creat^, should we be 
deprived of this water? It is a very big 
' guesrion in the minds of our people. What is 
I there? We are not saying, give all the water 
j to us. As a matter of fact it is our nght. We 
I are lower riparian, we should get the water. 
Even then, we said lei's share it. You are not 
even ready to share it. So what will people 
think about you? 

<?; But despite the fact that rhe egreemeni 
has nor been renewed, rhe suppjy of water 
j has not been stopped by /ndie in the dry 
season. 

A: Yes. by your mercy. An independent 
narion cannot be at somebedy's mercy. It 
must be a basis of sovereign equality. We 
may be o small country, but wc are a nation 
This IS an insult tn us. Okay, we are giving 
you water? That is not correct. The water 
belongs to us also. 

; Q- Do you think the people of Dethi^fter 
' tiH, eguetions are budt up very much in 
, rerm< of gesrurcs aiso—do you think Delhi ts 
very happy when it hears anthlndta rhetoric 
: emananng from the Dhaka pitss^ 

A' Dhaka press? Anii Jndia rhetoric? The 
press is very free I didn't see anythir^ of 
this sort. Your papers also write such things 
Bui all the press is not like that Perhaps 
I sume radical press, or some fundamentalist 
may write against India But that is nor the 
! view of the Bangledesh people. 

J Q. B ur Ba ngl adesh Times? TTiey wrore that 
Indian behaviour j$ uncivilised. 

A Indian behaviour is not uncivilised; 
Indian behaviour is just very unkind 
fiaufihs)... (In Tinbighe> there ere three 
highas. We have 12.0IM people living there. I 


I was never a 
dictator. I am the 
most 

democratic- 
minded man. I 
don’t think 
anybody who has 
been here from 
1972 to 1982—I 
don't think any 
political party 
enjoyed more 
democralic 
rights than It has 
enjoyed during 
my time. 


A High Coun judger.ient 
giving it. And we have given our portion of 
tl^e land to you. How will people feel? There 
is drought, we need to reach food. We can't 
do tr. 

Q: / think the problem is the creation of an 
overbridge. 

A: Nothing like that. This Is a problem of 
intention. 

Q: Do you see any change after Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has come ro power? 

A; We are yet to see. But I met him and 1 
liked him alui. 1 met him before also during 
Mrs Gandhi's time. As a man he seems to be 
very nice; more nr les< same nature as mine. 
And 1 thought thi4t hv will be able to solve 
this But he must he very busy now. with 
general elections, state elections. But really 
I have high ivpeciatiuns from him 

Q: Do you think rhviv has been a reduc¬ 
tion in the rhetoric confrentatioo in 
India? 

A. I think so And even in Bangliidesh. 

Q- Now one of rhe things that still has a 
potential of becoming an issue is rhe crea¬ 
tion of a fence across Assam Do you accept 
the fndjan pa.tJC/<>n rhe/ there is a lot of 
illegal migration? 

A: Not at all. Not at all. 

Q: But you know. I cAn tell you that / hove 
per^naliy seen this illegal migration: Bang¬ 
ladeshis moving into Assam or elsewhere. 

A: Moving Into Assam? Now why will 
Bangladeshis go to Assam? Tell me. There is 
uncertainty, there were communal riots the 
other day. in which thousands' of people 
were killed. !f a Bangladeshi is living here, 
at least he is living in peace. I don't think 
there is any famine in Bangladesh that 
people will leave their hearths and homes 
and cross tn Assam Somehow or the other, 
this does not sound very Ingical to me. Yes, 
people may be trickling into Assam to go 
elsewhere; or some Biharis may be trickling 
out from Bangladesh to go to Pakistan. That 
is quite different But a settled person, a 
Bangladeshi, going from here and settling in 
Assam is just not possible. Maybe you will 
say Hindus. I don't think Hindus are leaving; 
they are not so uncomfortable that they will 
leave Bangladesh and go to Assam. But the 
question is. if anybody is leaving our country 
and illegal migration is taking place, there 
on.* ooiisuU': services, We should Vnowlrom 
the diplcmatic :/ourcos. Our government 
should be informed that this is happening. 
We have not received any communication 
from India that this has happened. Suddenly 
one fine morning ] find a border fencing 
coming up across the border. A holt from the 
blue. How has this happened? The whole 
idea seens to be very insulting to us. 

Qi That T can arcepr, bur the fact remam.t 
that Muslims are going over into Hindu 
majpritv Assam. Maybe the Muslims do not 
adept lhar this will necessarily lead to riots. 
Mayd thay are destroying the whole theory 
behind pahition. 

A. No'. I am not going to go deep into the 

!)il0rlTM 


An offWlal iaepccts • balM het daHag the rvfmnd 
'yes' vote hod • plciure or<»vi«ral Entud eo H 
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mitwr—you ctn’t expect simple vUU^ers to 
deUberetely negite the cwo*n«tioii theory 
The problem la similar to Hindus coming to 
Bangledeah Many people are coming to 
Ban^adeah. Pec^le who left their homes 
and are now trying to senle down here for 
few months. And this traffic vrU] keep on 

J ;oing. But that does not mean that a border 
ence vriJl stop It. Who can stop a human 
being? It Is not possible. In any case, they 
will cross If they want to (iau^a).. 

Q: Do you sense a nae lo a pro~PMkisiMn 
0 ttitudo in Bangladesh, as etideneed from 
the hockey march beheWour? 

A: It is not one incident elone which can 
be a yardstick. You can hear this if the 
Indian leadership, or the Indian High Com* 
missioners here correctly inform Delhi ab< 
out the sentiments of the people here. Why 
has It happened? They must analyse chit. 
You helped us during liberation. You have 
been extending help end cooperation and 
assistance through trade agreements Then 
why should this happen? Because of the 
small inicants. Indie does not want to give us 
water: India wants us to starve to death. 
That becomes the impression. These are the 
vety small points. Nothing else. We have no 
animosity with India. Not at all There are 
very small one or two points here end there 
If they can be removed, I can tell you we 
would be best of friends. You have gone 
round the country. Have you noticed any* 
where anybody talking against India? Any* 
thing, anybody? Have you seen anybody 
expressing any feelings against India? 

C- /rr fact after Mrs Gandhi's eisess/netion 
there were large crowds which went to set 
(he exhibition on her 
A: Yes The antl lndia feeling is jusi not 
there. But these are (he thinp, the political 
issues, which, if not resolved, will keep our 
relation strained. I know Mr Gandhi has 
some difficulty. And at the same time, my 
difficulties he must understand. And then 
we should come to a solution. And once it is 
done, 1 tell you these tvro countries can live 
in great friendship and peace. 

Q: Woufd you. as a part of the exercise. 
allow greeter exchenge of cultural groups? 
For example, why not send 'Cftayanor' to 
India? 

A: Why not? At times, because of lesource 
constraints, wv may not be able to send 
them. But many people are going every day. 
Many students are now studying In various 
Indian universities. Thai has not stopped. 
But you know, internally, we feel very hurt. 

Q; You said you have problems: f ^uire 
appreciate that. One of the things that 
happens if somebody tries to become friend¬ 
ly with India is that he is immediately 
Jabelted an Indian stooge by some of the 
extremist parties here. Are you willing to 
take that kind of pressure? 

A: Me? For the greater growth of Bang* 
ladesh, I am ready to extend my hand of 
friendship to anybody. Why not? If by saying 
India u my friend, I get the water problem 
solved, why should nor India be my friend? 
No difficulty. And you know my attitude, 
and you know the Indian leadership’s attl 


Er>had; Po et-P resident 

A pcem from his book of verse. Light the Golden Lemp 

Only One Road 
to Freedom 
There is only one road 
To freedom 

And against oppression 
And lire's many inequities 
For our bare survivaJ 
We heve set aside fear, 

We have taken an oath 
To fi^t for our right, 

The long nl^t of sorrow 
Will come to an end. 

And we will build 
A new Bangladesh 



■■ 


fude towards me. If you do not know, you 
must know that. For instance, the SARC 
concept. It was initiated by us and we are 
really following it. We are going to hold the 
summit in Dhaka; we hope we can do it. 

Q: I hope SAFC succeeds. 

A: It will succeed India just can’t get out 
of it! (Laughs). 

Tlie Biheri.Paktstaiu refugee problem 
has been going on fora whole generation. Do 
you see any solution in sight? 

A; Only Allah knows. The problem Is. they 
eie Pakistanis and they don't want to stay 
here. They have to go to their own state. And 
the sooner they go. the better for u$. Because 
they ere living in misery; we can't look after 
ourselves. Whatever resources we have, we 
try and help with that The Pakistan govern* 
ment should really try to do something about 
them. We have had talks with them. We are 
asking for money from all sorts of sources. It 
is a major problem for us. Another profes* 
sion is going on (there, in the camps) which 
we can’t look after And they don’t want to 
remain in Bangladesh If they decide, once 
and for all that they want to be Bangladeshi 
citizens, we can look into this. But they don’t 
want to stay. And so Pakistan has to do 
something about this. 

Q: Fmefly, bow’s your son? 

A: (Laughs.) My son is grown up now—two 
years old. (Checks whether his son, named 
Shaad. has woken up. He is still sleeping.) 
He keeps my office hours. Goes to bed at one 
at night, like me. 

Q: What do you want him to be—a soldier, 
a politician, or a poet? 

At i think be will decide his own future. 
But the chap is of a very good nature, very 
friendly—like his father (Uughs)... Hib 
faiher has a personal love for the people <F 
the country. I want to love everybody. That’s 
my nature. 1 don’t want to have any enemy. 
And I never suffered because of this pbiloso 
phy. Many people said many things against 
me, but ultima lely they came to me again. So 
that's tbc way 1 think we should live. I 
believe in that way. And ultimately, by Jove 
you win over everybody. I will win over 
these political parties. 


; Why will 
I Bangladeshis go 
: to 

: Assam?...There 
I is uncertainty. 

I there were 
communal riots 
' the other day, in 
! which thousands 
of people were 
' killed. If a 
i Bangladeshi is 
: living here, at 
least he is living 
in peace. I don’t 
' think there la any 
(amine in 
Bangladesh that 
people will leave 
their hearths and 
homes and cross 
lo Assam. 
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India Has Qualifi 
Champion of 


Pakistani cricketer Zahaer Abbas on I 


I ndia d«^erved (u win rhf Roih 
man^ irnphy—nnd 4^ ihouKund 
dollars—for (heir perfnrmiinic 
in Sharjah. They were ihe 
lenac'ioiis Team in view, and u wd> 
(his virtue more (han any other thai 
won them the day ugainst both Pakis 
tan and' Australia. 

With this vutury, India now qual 
ifv for the accolade of undisputed 
cliiimpiuns of une day cricket But 
while this may be a time forcelebra 
duns in India. 1 would put in a wurd 
of caution. The wins here and in 
Australia prove that India aiea very 
good team, hui I would not say they 
•ire novcssaiily the best team in the 
world 

Tl>i>' may Hiomd like sour grapes, 
because Pakistan has lust thrice to 
Imiui in the last one month. But 1 


sincerely say that most of the world's | 
top teams—the West Indies* India j 
Australia and Pakistan—are ver>' 
much at the same levch and«it all 
depends on which vide is playing 
better on a particular day. India have 
been having an incredible patch of 
good fortune, and 1 rejoice with them 


for it However. 1 would say that it 
has been a great amount of team 
work that hat brought the Indians 
their wins in Sharjah. No one man 
stood out among the eleven, bur all of 
them pur rheli efforts together for 
the common I think that Is why 
(he }udges had to debate for such a 
long time In selecting the man*uf*the* 
series. 

Sunil Gavaskar deserves this 
award more than anyone else Apart 
from the sensible inninp he played 
against Australia, it has bean his 
fielding in many different positions 
in the field that has earned him the 
prise. Ir is not easy to be so fit and 
sprightly when you are over 3S years 
of age. Ask me, 1 should know. Those 
little aches and pains take longer to 
go away. But Sunny has kept himself 
very fit. And for that, hats off to him. 

I wish some of the other members 
of the Indian side would take a lesson 
from Sunny. He stays away from 
vices and spends time on his fitness 
training. In fact, he has toned up the 
fielding of this team. Azharuddin, I 
am glad to note, is following his 
example by staying away from the 
three Ws. but 1 cannot say the same 
thing fnr one or two of the other team 
members whom I do not wish to 
mention hy name. 

I also wish the Pakistani team 
would take a lesson from the Indians. 
I thought that for sheer talent, the 
Pakistanis were even better than the 
Indians. Bui they did not quite play 
together as a team. I found It hard to 
believe that a batting lineup like 
they have on paper could not have 
got rhc 125 runs they needed for a 
win in the first match. They were 35 
fur one. so it meant they needed just 
90 runs with nine wickets In hand. 
But they could not make Jt. While 1 
would give the credit to the Indian 
bowling and fielding in some mea* 
sure. 1 would blame the Pakistani 
batsmen more for nut concentrating. 
I would agree that the pitch was 
difficult, because it was turning e lot 
and the ball was not quire coming 
onto the bet. But the batsmen shnulo 
have stayed and made the runs in 


Kapd tkM vktorloaa captain 
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as the Undisputed 
ne-day Cricket’ 


Rothmans Cup tournament at Shor/oh 


5uddenlv Marred lakini quire »n 


singles end twos, instead of trying to 
go for b;g h^ts, like, say Imran did. 

A lor of praise is due to England for 
thatfighr they put up against Austra- 
lia. though they were later out das* 
sed by Pakistan. In that team also, 
another ^old man' played the starring 
role. Norman Gifford may be 44. hut 
he IS still es fit as any one else. If this 
direct throw off the last ball of their 
match against Australia had run out 
Steve Rlion. England would have 
been in tho final. And considering 
that the English side was a pale 
replica of the team that toured India, 
It was a great achievement, indeed. I 
single out Robert Bailey from that 
bunch for big things in the future. He 
is a very sound batsman, technically, 
and It also useful as a change bowler. 
He is doing great things for North’ 
emptonshire in county cricket. I 
think the day is not far when he will 
play for a fulUstrength England 
squad that includes the rebels who 
had toured South Africa three years 
ago. 

I was somewhat disappointed with 
Australia’s performance, though 
they had the potential to play much 
better. Their Ieft*handers really 
bothered the Indians and can be a 
thorn in the side on any world*level 
team. But none of the other players 
came up with worthwhile batting 
displays. Craig McDermott is a fine 
prospect for Australia. He is very 
quick, and brings the ball in most of 
the time. He may be only a shade 
slower than Imran Khan. He will 
mature as a bowlar on Australia's 
tour of England, a month from now. 
Greg Mathews is a good find by 
Australia. He is very enibusiastk, 
and is useful in all three depart¬ 
ments. The wicket was helpful to 

him, and so he made the ball do quite 
a few tricks. He fully deserved the 
special prise of , 1.000 dollars that 
was given lo him for an outstanding 
performance in this toumgnieot. 

The competition produced low 
ecores because of the state of the 
wicket. In* previous yean it was 
lumh and true and batsmen would 
eve e good time on it. But now it has 


amaring amouni of turn. It is an 
encouraging <ign fur spinners who 
muy play on it in future. 

And future matches there most 
cenuinlv will lie Mr Ahdvf Rahman 


like the Asia Cup and the Rothmans 
Trophy have proved resounding %uc 
cess stories, he is likely to bring in at 
least three or four of the world's top 
(ncketmg nations here every year. I 
think Pakistan and India will be 
permanent invitees, end be glad to 
accept the invitation because of the 
lavish hospitality. Also because there 
is so much response from their coun* 
irymen settled here. 

Finally, rongratulations to Javed 
Miandad and DUip Vengsarkar for 
getting their ben^it maicbes here 
next year, when Vijay Hazare and 
Nasar Mohammad (Mudassar’s 
father) will be the minor benefl* 
Claries. It is good to know’ that the 
services to cricket of outstanding 
Indians and Pakistanis are being 
finally recognised and rewarded. 


Bukhtuir huv cricket blood running 
ill his vein md now that ventures 


Gavadiar: wprrb fWWInf 








All bulbs look alike 
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PHdlP: 


But when it’s Phiiips 

you’re sure 

Don't go by looks alone. Be sure you get 
quality too. Be sure you buy only Pliilips bulbs. 

That way you know you're getting a brighter 
light that iasts longer. And ... full value for money. 

Philips bulbs. 

When you can be sure, why go for a look-alike I 


Philips - the trusted Indian household rams for over fifty years 
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Mohinder Amarnath: Mr Consistent 


I t took two knocks on the head to 
turn Mohinder Amarnath from a 
good, gmsy batsman tlye, 

finest in the world, Va 

Richard Hadlee boufRdr spiit ^i^ 
skull during Indian tourists' match 
with NiHiinghamshlre during the 
1979 lour of England. The other 
frum a Rodney Ho^g lifter in Bum 
bay a few months laCer. floored h*in 
and sent his father’s old m/a topee 
flying. As he returned to the pavi 
lion, hit-wicket bowled Hisgg, his 
test playing days appeared to lie 
over. 

But a chitnge nf stance, hours of 
net practice.’ a word nr two nf 
advice from his father, the redoubt 
able l^lu Anarnaih and a muun 
tain of runs m UkM fmi class 
cricket and ‘'Jimmy" was back A 
“controversinr* selection on the In 
dian toui of Pakistan in t9H2. he 
justified the selectors’ faith m him 
by staging i remarkable comeback. 
While the rest of the Indien batting 
surrendered meekly to Imran Khan 
and Co. only Mohinder held firm 
scoring nearly «ix hundred runs m 
the six tests including three hun- 
druds. Imrail, at his flene.st bes(. 
acknowledged that he was the besi 
player of fast bowling in the wurld. 
Then, against the rampaging West' 
Indian battery of Holding. Corner 
end Marshall in the next series, 
Mohinder was the man of the series 
hilling over 500 runs in the four 
tesi.< In the Prudential World Cup 
in Engittnd, months later, hie con¬ 
sistent batting and his acci4raie 
slow medium pace buvrfing .won 
him the man of the match^wards in 
the semi-finals and finals 
What fnllnwed when the Carri¬ 
beans came to India that wrl^rwas 
not only a nightmgre fpr AHilf 
but also bcwildering^4ev** cricket 
fans all over the world. Illness, loss 
of confidence and bad luck led to .v 
ghoftly p itch of five dusks in six 
test inning.^. In the •prassurc cooker' 
atmosphere of the Indiaii cricket 
ground, a career resurrected with 
50 much patience and perseverance 
was left in a shambles. 

Pakistan is no place «o pick up 
the pieces of a shattered career. 
And Amarnath's selociion after 

such a disastrous..do^su^ s yw n 

raised eyebrows. Again, the Indian 
batting AUapaed. but Amarn^ 
stood firm fighting off some ^snle 
Pakistanf bowling and rdtner rrbrkf 
umpiring. In the following larios 
against Gower*s Englishman last 


MoUnder Aiiiamafh: «it«l retr 

winter. Jimmy Amarnath wa^' 
one of the most consistent runge*- 
ren. 

til Auscralia. during <he World 
Chainpioi:i*ihip Cricket he hart little 
rp do .with the bat being pushed 
down (he ordt^r to fulfil th* de¬ 
mands of ttmned over cricked, but 
kus bowling un pitches which had 
tifrfc for him was as usual* accurate 
and difficult to score off. Always a 
man for a crisis, it was Amarnath'« 


stodgy knock in the match against 
AusiraJiii when India was HU for 7 
ond the '\''nenroos beginning to 
fill ujitri wiK, which led tu che 
Rothmans 'Jup victory. At 37, with 
3.24! run* .'nd 29 wickets in 49 
tests behinc him, he is one of the 
fittest membcrc the side, and 
still has 9 few seasons of Interna* 
tional cricket left in him. 


Sr*Her Cfiewdawy 
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AMETHI 


INVESTIGATION 

Election With a Difference 


How Sanjay Singh Vwked ‘ /or his record-shattering victory in the Assembiy poJJ 


1 5 ; ir a genume case of papulariiy 
iir (he CBM oi a man consiuned 
by the passion ol being popular? 
Dr Sanjay Singh. MLA and 
minister for transport in the Uttar 
Pradesh cabinet won the recent 
Assembly elections from Amethi 
with a record ahaitering count of 
votes. (He acquired a doctorate in 
Hindi literature last year.) Sanjay 
Singh pulled 1,24.017 votes, the high* 
est by anyone ever in an Assembly 
poll in the country, defeating his 
nearest rival. 8.C. Mishra of the BJP 
by over 1.22 lakh votes and whet 1 $ 
mor«. extracted 27.2^2 more votes 


[ than what Prime Minister Rajiv Can* 
' dhi had got in the Amethi A^mbly 
1 segment in the December 1^4 l^k 
; Sabha electioas. Rajiv Gandhi had 
only polled 9f>.060 voles. The basis of 
This phenomena] feat lay in another 
phenomenal statistic—Singh's can* 
didarurc had pt umpted 9S per cent of 
Amethi's electorate to line up at the 
polling booths. Nothing wrong with 
that high turnout^Mven a hundred 
per cent poll is normal according to 
the Election Commission, only a sign 
of what a healthy, conscious demo* 

, cracy India is becoming, perhaps. But 
circumstances before, during and af¬ 


ter (ha poll indicate orherwisa. Was 
Sanjay Singh's popularity stage- 
managed? The pre-poU scenario first. 

It is somehow intriguing that of ell 
the opposition parries who claim to 
have a presence in the area, only 
two—the DMKP and the BJP—were 
in (he fray Several people from the 
Jenate Parry, it is said, had filed 
rhair nominations but one after 
another, they ell withdrew their pap* 
era. Ms nek a Gan<ihi's Rashtriya San¬ 
jay Manch, a much paraded party in 
Amethi, could not find e single candi¬ 
date worth his weight Then e 
strange thing happened to the can* 
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didt(ur« of Rsnbahal Roy, tho 
DMKP man in tb« field. A few deys 
before che iMt dice for wicbdrewing 
Che noninetiom, che election officer 
in Amechi we$ presented e “requen” 
chit Rimbihil Roy winced to with* 
drew from the contest. The request 
wes immedietely entertained end 
Roy’s name icntcbed out from che 
lilt of coAtestincs even ihou^h Run* 
behil Roy did not himself make the 
request. The DMKP candidate made 
several ]as(*dicch efforts to convince 
the election officer that the “re* 
queit” for withdrawal was fake and 
that he intended to contest the elec* 
cions but he would hear none of it. 
The DMXP, whose candidate, 
Hericharan, had polled nearly 14,000 
votes in the 1960 Assembly election 
and had, thus, the potential of shat* 
taring Dr Singh'i dreams, was taken 
cere of. 

Left in the field were B.C. Mishra 
of the BJP end five other ”indepen* 
dent” candidates, all of whom are 
said to have been “sei'Up” by '*doc* 












A 






Sai^y Sing h_ 

lorsiiheb* at a matter of electoral 
strategy. Most in Ametfai insist they 
were all dummies who were used by 
Sanjay Singb in order to complete fais 
design. The number of votes thee 
these ‘independent** candidates got 
is itself quite an indication. Lai Baha¬ 
dur got 41 votes. Ram Das 79, Raj 
Kumar 67, Ram Shiromani 103 and 
Jagat Pal 176i 

As for B C.Mishra of the BJP, he 
wasn't even allowed to enter Amethi 
for his campaign. When be did try to 
do so, be burnt his fingers. On 14 
February, Mishra was accosted by a 
group of hoodlums outside the 
Amethi tehsil headquarters and 
warned that if be tned to campaign 
in the area he would pay with his life. 
Mishra registered his compleint at 
the local p^ce station against Nand* 
kumar and Harishankar Pathak, 
known lo be confidants of Dr Sanjay 
Singh, and IS other persons. No ac* 
tion was taken. A series of attacks 
followed. On 20 February, Mishra’s 
eleciion office was ransacked and for 
a second time threatened that be 
wuuld be killed. Two days later, his 
car vms stoned while be was cam* 
paigniAg. Mishra had bees register* 
ing a complaint almost every^y in 
vain. Lerters and telegrams sent to 
the election eomou«si<Mer were also 
ignored while terror continued in 
Ainechi' 

Dr Sanjay Sin^, however, does 
not admit that terTor*taccics had 
played a role in his historic victory; 
MUhra's performance was abysmal, 
he says, because be is a man who 
does not beve any baaa in Amethi, for 
whom even the local BJ? cadres dia 


not cere to work emhusiasiicalK. Pu* 
bow did he manage tu poll more 
votes than the Prime Minister him 
self? Singh, known in the ares as 
‘Rajkuniar">-he is the adopted »on 
of Rananjiy Singh,the feudal lord of 
Amethi—has several reasons, lie cre¬ 
dits the popularity of Rajiv Gandhi 
for his unprecedented victory. But 
surely he has not become more popu¬ 
lar than the Prime Minister, Or has 
he? He would rather not speak on 
that but he does pve an mceresiing 
twist to the suggestion. Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, he says, got fewer votes than him 
because Maneka Candhi was oppos¬ 
ing him. ‘This was not so in my 
case...There is no opposition party 
left now in Amethi.** Sanjay Singh 
has wiped them all out, and is rather 
proud about his feat. 

The poll-percentage statistics of 
Amethi. while asronishina m them* 

selvet, become more unbelievable 
when one talks to the voter of 
Amethi. You run into a man who has 
not voted, more often than one who 
has. Several of them, when they went 
to cast their votes, found their names 
had already been ticked, a common 
happening in alecticns m India. It is 
the scale on which ihe entire opera¬ 
tion was nouniad that is of interest. 
In ebout 70 booths the polling was 60 

B r cent. In booth numbers 11 ,31,32, 

, 42.46,76 and 126 the pull percen¬ 
tage went as high as 69. South num¬ 
bers 16, 35. 36. 37. 40, 41, 54. 35, 59, 
76. 77. 114, 136 and 161 registered o 
rate of 90 to 100 per cent polhngl Is 
Dr Sanjay Singh really such an 
attractive personality? 

I Rigging was a more probable ex¬ 
planation. The tools used were inge¬ 
nious One of them wa» (hv group of 
five '‘independent” candidates. 
According to electoral laws of the 
land each candidate i$ allowed two 
polling agents per booth. Taking the 
polling agents of the CongresscU and 
(he five independent candidates into 
account, Sanjay Singh had a total of 
12 men at each booth, faroutnurnber 
log those of the BJP's B.C.Mishra 
who had only two at each. Tn back 
Sanjay Smgh's lobby was the entire 
Amethi administration, already in 
the pocket of the ruling party. The 
job was fairly simple. But these 
agents, it seems, proved more Inyal 
than the king himself. The voting 
percentage, when it goes higher than 
90 is always subject to suspicion and 

Sanjay Singh had reportedly given 
express instructions to all his men 
not to ‘let it” exceed 69 percent. But 
their teal to please him won over. 
Now, it is learnt, Dr Singh is taking 
all those men to task in whose booths 
over 90 per cent polling was reg¬ 
istered. A thankless task, indeed. 

A ipeelaf Csrseipaiitfeat, AimW 



CONVERSATION 


^'Our Federations Are Not 
Taking Interest in Sports” 


Union sports minister Rn/kumar /oichandra Sinj^h feils H\ |^nA^ 


brcMd b^sirtg uur Aur«l sec* 

lors have b^n compleiely, I would 
not say Deflected» but you know, 
ihose areas have not been eaplored 
ai all. We have to go down m them. 
Take (he eRample oi P.T. Us he. She 
comes from a village and « very pour 
family and I think many of our good 
players today are (here waiting in 
ihe rural areas. We have been con 
centrating only on the meinr towns 
and metropulKan cities. So. it we go 
lower down to (he villager and pro* 
vide (hem with some infrastructure, 
create some interest and awareness 
in them and give them a bit of an 
incentive ai a certain level, we 
should be able to produce some gfKid 
sportsmen. I chink there is a lot of 
potential m this country end if we get 
the righc policy and have enough 
funds we should be able to produce 
inremationel players, even in the 
individual events. 

Q. Art you doiog anything new 
abouf 

A: We are. During the course of (he 
neit plan we are thinking of provid 
iog at least a mini*$tadium in each 
district. We have about 420 odd dia* 
tticis in the country and not more 
than a hundred and twenty are hav. 
ing infrastructural facilities at the 
moment. So we must give the mini* 


mum rerreiirements to the remaining 
districts like a stadium that will have 
a (rack, a football held or a hockey 
field, even a basket ball court. Not 
evc'rytliing can be provided at that 
level hui same basic requirements 
which may nor very costly and 
which are popular to some areas. 
Like football grounds all over West 
Bengal, Kerala and even the North. 
East. We are also encouraging (he 
National Rural Sports event that we 
have been holding. 

Q: But how much of tetuti tafenr* 
.w^erc’h j» going on? 

A; We have not done much here 
but we are starting...We heve asked 
the Spurts Authority of Indie (SAI) m 
organise sporting events at thai level 
and concentrate on (he younger age 
groups, say between 7 and 12 years 
and 13 and 16 years of age. This will 
be (he main job of the SAI We are 
also keeping in touch with the state 
governments and the various sports 
federations so that we cuuld organise 
aports at the grassroots’ level. 

Q. What IS the main roJt of SAt? 

A: The main thrust is of course to 
broad'base sports in India which is 
the most important thing. We will be 
setting up some sports hostels, 1 
think in each state, within the next 
five yeara. This plan will no doubt 
depend on the funds that we get from 
the Planning Commission but if we 
do get sufficient money we would 
make these hostels with at least a lOO 
beds in each for sportspeople to 
come and stay while they are being 
coached so that we can keep up the 
standard. Eveo if each srate in this 
country has one hostel exclusively 
for sportsmen we will have done 
quite a lot. Then we are also going to 
adopt a few schools. The plan is to 
begin with the central and salnik 
schools where they already have 
good facilities for spores. We can 
capitalise on this by giving them 
some extra coaching faciliriei. 

Q: Whar art yntir fitrurt sfJma? 

A: Thera are too many "• 

Q: No, just tha major ones. There 
art plans for initiating a nerionaf 


Rajkijmar jmehandra Singh, the 
minister <ff state (or sporu and youth 
affairs, perhaps, has all the creden* 
ttalifor Oting.ipart^ Prime Minister 
Rajiv Oandht's Siheme of thirds. Ha 
n a new ^ace in naootial politics, has 
an u/ist in ted record of hyujry to the 
Candhi fsmi/y^^s a professional 
lawyer he even argued a ca.se for Mrs 
Candni during her days out of pow- 
er— and a 1 4.1, he is of the right age. 
Besides, he talks in Rajiv Gandhi's 
tongue. He likes to deal with younger 
people, is not afraid of cnticiung (he 
previous administration, sounds 
more professional and ht< hi.s eyes 
on the 2 1 st century 
Jaichandra Singh joined the Indi' 
an National Congress tn 19€4. much 
6 e/ore he had completed his educa* 
rion, and rose up the rungs of the 
Manipor Pradesh Committee cd the 
party to become its general secretary 
in 1980, Four years later he came to 
Delhi as a member of the Rajya 
Sahha and almost immediately tgreci 
became part of the new government 
formed by Rajiv Gandhi on ii De* 
cemhar 1984. He spoke to Svnpav 
about hib new job and the plaps he 
I ha> (or the future of Indian sport. 
f Becerpts: ^ 


This 15 your first stint rn the 
^^^nnion government and in e 
^^Wministry that is fairly new... 

A. Yes. the tasks ahead of us 
are very chailensfng and lam happy 
I was given this job. We hope to be 
able in do something for Indian sport 
in the time lo come. 

Q: You've been a sportsman your¬ 
self? 

A: I have, yes. As a student I 
played hockey and football. I have 
always been interested In sports. To 
this day 1 follow events closely even 
in games that I did not play Cricket, 
tennis, ywimmihg. People can*r hood¬ 
wink me on sport anyway. I know the 
technicalities. 

p: IVhy do you think we have 
failed thus far to become a major 
sporting nerion.^ 

A: I( ft becauie we have hot been 
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games event on a regular basis, 
aren't there? 

A: ThAK’i right. Though nothing 
hat been UnaUtedi as yet. 1 can tell 
you that we are thinking of having a 
national games event every two 
years. This will be on (he model of 
the Olympics and the Asiad. I have 
aaked (he department to examine the 
proposal a little more in detail. 

Q: When wiii they begin? 

A: We should be able to start the 
first ibis year itself. Perhaps, by the 
end of the year, or maybe early nem 
year. But positively by then. It is not 
far away. 

O r A tot was said alter the Asian 
Games. Earlier the excuse was 
[hat wa don't have the feciUties for 
sport to develop. But that changed 
affer rhe Asiad. Even officially it was 
claimed that Indian sport was receiv¬ 
ing a hxf boost; all these stadia and 
the equtpaeot. But results thereat- 
ter have act been very encouraging 
etcher. 

A: That wai only in Delhi Spons is 
a long ceriD investment. Just giving 
them a sudiua will not do. The 
interest has to be created. We have 
10 make spcns more popular in 
•cheoU. colleges and universities. In 
feet, it if quite peinlul that tha 
standards at the university level 
Save been steadily going down in* 


I stead of improving. Sometbing will 
\ have to be done about this. The state 
governments also have a lot to do. 
Our federations will have to take 
interest. Most of otir federations are 
not taking interest in spons. Just 
some of us sitting here in Delhi 
cannot do everything. The federa* 
tions have to keep on orguising 
events at every level so that talent 
can be spotted. Put they are just not 
interest^. 

Q: What are you dotng about this? 

A: I have been calling up each one 
of those federations one by one. 1 
have already met the basketball peo¬ 
ple. (he equestrian federation offi* 
cUI$ and only recently some officials 
from the Indian Hockey Federation 
(IHF) Some of these fe^atiaas «viU j 
have to be sternly told to ae serious j 
(in their work). They are net lam! 
not at all satisfied with tkair work, j 
They will have to be disdplinad. j 
Elections will have 10 bo kald on lime \ 
and only those pe^le wko are go* i 
niunely intorrsced an sports should 1 
be brought in. B«t ihea again we I 
> have limiunons kacauaa the govern* 

I ment cannot iniorferc directly be- 
' cause they are all autoaesnoui bodsos 
and even if wa do iMrtere. ike prau 
will kick up a raw (Jaugks). %a. wa 
are slightly at a duadvaMaga. Pat H 
they funciloa propeTly wa wItt 
have la put aur foai dawn eome 


where. You know, selectors them* j 
selves are sometimes absent from I 
matches...not once but sevetel times ^ 
in a row. It happened recently with ! 
two hockey selectors. If selectors 
(bemselves are not present...! think 
the IHf should have some action. It 
is not the job of the minister or the 
ministry to remind them. But now 1 
have taken some steps. I have told 
the IHF to hold the elaccioni by 
April. 1 have also issued some guide* 
lines. I would go in for younger 
coaches, not someone who has be¬ 
come outdated. I would like to have 
people who have one foot in this 
century and (ha other in the 2Ut. 
Someone who can work today on 
what's going to happen in the future. 

Q: How satisfiad are you with rba 
use the Asiad infrastructure is being 
pur to? 

A: We are working out something 
on that too. The SAl is trying to open 
up the facilities more for the public. 
As It is they have opened up but 
there are a whole lot of stadia in 
Delhi and some proper device will 
have to be worked out. 

Q: If you remember, sports goods 
wof rh neerly four crore rupees were 
imported during rhe Asian Gamas. 
What is happening (o them? 

A: I wouldn't know really. You sea, 
some are io the SAl but I am trying to 
work out something on how to use 
them. The moment the broad*based 
programme of the SAl starts func* 
iioning we will start using the equip* 
ment too. We can give some to the 
state federations also. I will be look¬ 
ing into it. 

Q: An obvious question: What's 
happening to the Cifympics, are we 
getting it? 

A: I have asked the department to 
examine this We have made a bid for 
it but unless we are sincere and 
serious about it, unless the depart¬ 
ment is prepared for it we can't hold 
them successfully. Then the finance 
ministry will have to be consulted 
because ii involves a lot of money but 
we are working it out. 

Q: Do you think we can hold it? 

A: Finance is the mam constraint. 
And that's what we are working out 
now. 

Q: But given the time span, do you 
think we can have the infrastruccura 
ready? 

A: Oh yes. Most of the things are 

bare; a o«w Olympic villaga will have 
to be cons.ructed and some more 
thtngi. Television vrill have to play a 
maj^ role because the Olympics can 
be profitabla as shown 1^ the Dos 
Angeles Olympics, if the television 
coverage 1$ wide. 
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PARLIAAAENT 

Misinformed Minister? 


Khurshed Alom Khon's reply in Parliament is misleading 

i t Che oiiniiter of »uie for extenul 21 Merch, some more missions did 
sifeirt, Khurshed AUn Khan, not heve ambaasadora and hi 4 h com* 
being misled by officen? The written missioners. The Indian Hi^h Cammia- 
reply to a ParUamant question tabled sioner to Caneda. R. Shivaramakrish* 

by him on 21 March sugjeau so. A nan.diedof cancer last year. Hit poat 
treasury member. Ratan Kumarl, Is still lying vacant. And Canada is an 
had asked in unstarred question important posting^bui somehow 
number S60 in the Rajya Sabha the this was i^ored while compiling the 
names of the Indian missions abroad Parliament answer The Indian 
where the posts of ambassadors or ambess^or to Bulgaria. B. Devtrao, 
high commlisioners ware lying i retired on 24 February. His replace* 
vacant. Tha question was addressed ment has not been sene. Considering 
TO tho Prime Minister, who is also the the imponaoca which India attaches 
minister for external affairs. Khur- to its friendship with the Soviet bloc, 
shed Alam Khan replied on the the vacancy at Sofia ^ould normally 
Prime Minister's behalf. The answer not have escaped the aiitntion of the 

E ven to the Parliament was mislead* minister. The decision oi the govern* 
g. The minister must have relied on menis of India and Kew Zealand to 
tha matarlal prepared by the foreign upgrade the level of representation 
office, bur the resMnnbllity to the to the High Commissioner's rank (the 
Parliament being that of tha minis* < Kiwis hid downgraded the post due 
ter, the wrong reply certainly puts ^ to an economy drive some years 
Khurshed Alam Khan in an embar* i beck) has made the mission in New 
railing position. i Zealand also technically headless. 

' The Kiwis heve eppointed the con* 
According to the minister’s reply, queror of Everest. Sir Edmund Hill* 
the missions st Beirut (Lebenon), ary as their envoy ro India. New 

Bogota <ColombiaK Lilongwe (Mala* Delhi is yet to decide about Sir 

wl) and London (United Kingdom) Edmund's counterpart. Nearer home, 
dfd not have heads of mission. While the Indian mission in Rangoon (Bur* 
this is eruo. the whole truth is that on ma> was rendered headless when the 



Kbenbetf AtemKtan 

if 


' Ian envoy, G.G. Swell, a career politi* 
daa. decided to come back and con* 
test the Parbament eleaions. Dr I.P. 

I Singh, Indian ambassador to Spain, 

I has been named as his successor, but 
till someone is appointed in Dr 
Singh’s place at Madrid, he is unable 
to cake up his assignment in Burma. 
So, on 21 March, apart from the four 
missiooi mentioned by Khurshed 
Alam Khan in his reply, there were 
some ocher Indian missions abroad 
which did not have ambassadors or 
high commissioners. Who misled the 
nunister, which in turn resulted in 
wrong information being furnished 
to the Parliament? 

The administrative setup of the 
foreign office has been under strain 
in the last few months. Not many 
decisions regarding the posting of 
senior officers :<ave been taken. 
While senior officers of the rank of 
joint secretary and above have been 
reporting back to the headquarters 
I after assignments abroad or training 
stints, there is no machinery active 
which can utilise their services As a 
result, there are around half a doren 
senior officers in the ministry of 
external affairs today who are not 
assigned due work In place of the > 
normal strength of three edditjonal ! 
secretaries, there ere four posted in i 
the foreign office now. New posts I 
have been created to tide over the I 
flood of senior officers in South Bloc. | 
The coordination division, which is I 
the heart of the foreign offku, has ' 
been split up into ‘‘coordination" and 
"special coordination," so as to | 
accommodate an extra joint secret* j 
ary. Two officers of tho rank of joint 
secretary have been on extended ; 
leave due to lack of work in the past | 
few months. \ 

Apart from the missions listed > 
I above, where ihe heads of mission ' 
I are either to be appuinied or sta* ■ 
liuned, the posts in BraziJ, Zaire, 

; Afghanistan, Argentina, Egypt. . 
Spain, Finland. Panama. Senegal, 
Ghana and F iji are due for change of 
guard in the next few months (due to 
^ the expiry of the envovs* terms). No i 
filework has been initiated iu the ! 
foreign office to fill up these posts, i 
Normally, it takes at least fiur : 
months to station a new envoy: after ! 
I the name is decided, an agreement ' 
(as per iniernational law) has to be 
obtained from ihe host country, the | 
. envoy designate has to be briefed by 
the foreign office and the allied 
agencies and only then be can be 
sent 10 his assignment Considering 
the average four*mQnth period taken 
for such a process, nearly 20 Indian 
missions will remain hr adless in ihe 
nonihf to come. 
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GUJARAT 

The Stir Continues 

Anti-veservalionisis intensify their cu/npoign 


D espite The communal lurn to the 
ugiiacion ihul left 13 persons 
dead in the riots which took place 
from 18 March to 22 March, the 
anii*reservation siir in Ahmvdabad 
dues not shuw any signs ol subsiding' 
The students who had suspended 
their agitation when communal riots 
rucked the city, have taken their 
fight to other areas of the state, 
notably Saurushiru. With the spread 
of the stir, the scope of the demands 
too seemed to go up. The «tir was 
launched originally against the 19 
per cent proposed increase in the 
Quota of reservations in jobs and 
education for the socially and educa* 
tioiully huckwarcl classes (SIlBO, 
but the siir leaders are now calling 
for *'r«*eaiabliKhment of meritocracy 
and the right to pursue excellence.'* 
The stir, launched in mid* 
Pebriiarv. has entered its sixth week 
and ihf apiieaU uf central leaders 
like Mr S. B. Chavan, union home 
minister, to students to call the agita¬ 
tion off seemed to have fallen on 
deaf ears In fact, the leaders of the 
I stir appeared to have drawn strength 
from the fact that the Prime Mims 
ter. Mr Rajiv Gandhi, has proposed 
' the evolving of a national consensus 
on The reservation policy. CM 
Madhavsinh SoUnki has already 
given in to the original demand of 
the anti reservatiunists by postpon¬ 
ing the proposed quota hike by a 
year. 

The communal riot in Ahmedabad 
has hcen subtly linked up with the 
anti-reservation agitation by the gov* 
ernmant. Although the All Gujarat 
Education Reforms Committee 
which ha^ been loading the anri- 
reservation stir has disclaimed re* 
sponsibility for the communal turn of 
the events, (he state home minister. 
Mr Amarsinh Choudhary. said in the 
Assembly thar the violence m the 
state had taken a coll of 18 lives and 
left behind damage worth Rs one and 
a half crores. The toll uicludes 13 
killed in Ahmedabad. 

The government has refused to 
institute a judicial probe into the 
communal rioting in Ahmedabad. 
chough it has blamed the opposition 
parties for it. The Prime Minister, 
after a two hour tour of the riot tom 
areas, on 23 March, blamed the 
opposition who, he said, had lost in 
the elections and still did not want to 
abide by the verdict of the people. 
Mr Chandulal Chandrakar. union 


minister uf state sent by Mr Gandhi 
to Ahmedabad. accused the Bhar* 
atiya Janata Party of engineering the 
riots. 

Mr Gandhi's remarks incensed the 
opposition Mr Chandra Shekhar, the 
Janata Party chief who had also gone 
round the strife-torn areas in Ahme¬ 
dabad. acidly pointed oui that the 
Prime Minister was trading in human 
misery. Curiously, neither ihc ruling 
party nor the BJP named the people 
involved in the noting. Nor did they 
offer proof. The BJP leader, Mr L.K. 
Advani. who visited Ahmedabad sf 
ter the not. claimed he had heard 
people saying that a former minister 
and a former legislator of ihe Con- 
gresad) were responsible for ihe riot 


150 houses andshopswereset on fire 
However, only 1J persons have been 
I detained under the National Security 
Act But (he state government has 
I referred to the nuts as just “disturb 
ances." In aJl announcements made 
by the stare, the word “communar* 
bas been carefully deleted. 

Tlie anti*reservacion agitators who 
had suspended their stir for a few 
days have resumed their activities. 
The reason was the arrest on 23 
March of three student leaders. Mr 
Vivek Patel. Mr Kanu Patel and Mr 
Amit Oesai. when they went to the 
circuit house annexe in Ahmedabad 
10 submit a memorandum against the 
reservation policy to the Prime 
Minister. On 25 March, a magistrate 
ordered their release on personal 
bund but they were immediately 
taken into custody under the Nation* 
al Security Act. The All Gujarii 
Education Reforms Committee, has 
accused the state government of 
making scapegoats of the students 



and on 26 March, some 400 junior 
doctors at the Ahmedabad Civil Hos¬ 
pital went on an indefinite strike, 
protesting against the arrests of the 
student leaders. That day. bandbs 
were observed by anti* 
reservation! .< * in a number of towns 
in Saurashtu^ ‘,uch as Rajkot. Bhav- 
nagar, Jamnagor, Junagadh and 
Surendranag.. * A leader of the All 
Gujaiat Parent Association, which 
bas joined the stUfUnta. said that 
groups of students 'and others would 
mobilise people throughout the state 
egkinst ''the evils of the reservation 
system. ** 

The students committee celled the 


mg. but he did not name aryone 
specifically. It appears that diere 
wUl be no judicial probe and the 
political parties %vUl be satisfied with ' 
accusing each other. While almost I 
everyone claims that the communal 
flare up was a pre*p1anned affair in 
which gooDdas played a vital role, it 
would probably never be known who 
triggered the aoti*social elements : 
into action. 

About 1,108 persons have been 
rounded up in Ahmedabed in coniwc- 
cioa with the disturtiaacet. including 
767 curfew offenders. The rioting bas 
left S2 injured. The police registered 
IH.caeesof arsoneiM looting es over 
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Akhil Gujttr«i Nmiichnt Sumti, 
Mni 4 ctiemorinduin iddresscd to tho 
Primo MtDinefi litnn§ a ten point 
charter of demands which foes much , 
beyond the orifinal demand afatnsr 
the quota hike for the SEBC. Hie 
main demands are; 70 per cent of 
students admitted in any collefe 
should be on merit. Reservations i 
should be phased out fradually in a 
predetermined manner A tyicem 
should be established where a person 
could fet the benefit of a special 
reservation only once in his life • 
The difference in marks between an 
open merit admission and reserved 
candidate should not be more chan 
ten per cent, Tlie benefit ot the 
reservation should not extend to ibe 
third child in any family. Economic 
criteria should be adopted for ideti* 
tifyinjt backward sections instead of 
caste criteria and until the reserva* 


tiOQS were phased out, a system of 
supernumerary seats for meritorious 
sTudenis should be adopted, which 
I means one meric seat againsc one 
reserved seat. 

TTie committee said chat its ifira* 
tiofi "is a last ditch effort by the 
Students and people of Gujarat to 
I save iseritocncy." However, the stir 
vrould be conducted only on peaceful 
Gandhian lines, it said and disowned 
responsibility for the communal 
riots. "We have nothinf to do with 
these unfortunate events,” it said. 
The stance of the students commit* 
tee. reinforced by the parents asso* 
clarion, has unnerved orfanisaiions 
and leaders of the backward classes. 
Mr Himat Charan, convenor of one 
such orfanisahon, has warned that 
the beckward clams would not cake 
it lyiof down if the anti* 
reservation ISIS persisted in their 


activities. "A volunteer force of the 
backward people would have to be 
created toon," ha said. 

Meanwhile, the government has 
I appealed to (he an(i*reaervationiscs 
I to give up their stir promising them 
I justice when a review of the policy 
: took place. The government has also 
pleaded with the opposition to clar* 
ify its stand on the anti reservation 
I stir. Even as the stir continues, the 
{ fate of some 4.75 lakh students due 
^ to sit in HSC and SSC examinations 
, continue to hanginthebalance. Their 
' examinations due to begin on 16 
, March were put off to 2$ March and 
then postponed indefinitely. If they 
I are not held soon and results de* 
; dared before the next academic year 
^ beginsin June, th^ir future would be 
I affected. 

I fMier mrnK saimiai*ia 


PUNJAB 

A Time for Action 


Khushwant Singh urges PM to solve the crisis 


T he mood in Punjab is one of 
anger. As the AkaU leadership— 
even the moderates—tread the hard 
line, iimmcring discontent Is begin* 
ning to surface in the form of "keserf 
pjtJrsj and di/parres." That is the 
' colour signifying preparedness to 
I sacrifice for religion* The eminent 
Journalist, Khushwant Singh, a 
I nominated Rajya Sabha HP and one 
I who thought that Operation Bluestar 
was a serious error of judgement. 
' feels that (he situation in Punjab is 
I extremely dangerous and un* 
I pleasant. About a month ago. he 
wrote a detailed two-page letter to 
I Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, urging 
[ him TO take certain steps to retrieve 
the consistently deteriorating state 
' of affairs in the state. *] was very 
disturbed at some recent trends,'* 
writes Mr Singb, "the large*scale 
migration of Sikhs to Punjab from 
different parts of the country, the 
training of terrorist units, the 
appearance of saffron all around in 
Punjab. So 1 thought of writing to the 
Prime Minister. We must realise, 
after all, that Punjab is the only 
land*]ink we have with Jammu and 
Kashmir ** 

Mr Sin^ has made several sugges¬ 
tions in his letter to Rajiv Gandhi on 
decisions (hat he must take prepare* 
tory CO a solution of the continuing 
crisis in Punjab. He has demanded 
the institution of a bigh-power judi* 
cial enquiry into the JuUmg of Sikhs 
during the riots that followed the 
aiton of Prime Minister (n* 


dire Gandhi and m unilateral 
announcement from the govemmem 
on what demands, being made by the 
Akeli leaders, it is prepared to con* 
cede* His suggestion is that the 
Prime Minister himself make this 
announcement from the Golden Tern 
pie. "He should be talking directly to 
the people," says Khushwant Singh. 

Although Khushwant $ir^ takes 
no credit for it, just sometime after 
he had written the letter, the govern* 
ment released nine Akali leaders 
including Sent Harchand Singh Lon* 
govral. Jegdev Singh Telwendi and 
bur jit $in^ Bamala. Several others, 
how e ver, were detained. Khushwant 
Singh describes this move as "mis¬ 
chievous." "It will create more dis* 
cord. The government will ultimately 
be left with no one to talk to. Who 
wfU be left if the government tries to 
create divisions this way?" Mr Siogb 
asks. He also asserts that all talk of 
government having "secret talks'* 
with the Sikhs is not true. Such 





moves as (his one ere only shrinking 
up the avenues for a dialogue on 
Punjab. 

Another point that Khushwant 
Singh had made in his letter was 
about the economic situation in Pun* 
jab. One of the reasons, he feels, for 
the success of the terrorists in in* 
fluencing the youth of Punjab was 
the lack uf better opportunities for 
them. While on the one hand the 
green revolution has reached e 
plateau stage and opportunities 
abroad have dried up, industry is 
almost non*exiscen( in the state. 
There is a great deal of fniatration In 
(he educated youth of Punjab today. 
With this backdrop in mind, he had 
demanded the announcement of an 
economic package for (he state too. 

What is going to happen in Punjab 
now? Khushwant Singh does not 
have e due. "In any case, the atmos* 
phere is tery unpletMnt. The colour 
of vengeance' spreading all around, 
(apes supporting Serwant Singh and 
Beant Singh being played every¬ 
where...! don*t know where things 
ere going." Does he think the govern¬ 
ment is going to do anything about 
Punjab "I don't know," he says, "a 
few days aftm 1 sent the letter to the 
Prime Minister f got a letrer thank¬ 
ing me for it and saying that It was 
being passed on to ibe cabinet sub¬ 
committee on Punjab and today 
when I raise a question In Parliament 

Rajiv Gandhi himself gets up to 

answer but he is always contri^ict* 
ing bimself...at the momeut it is just 
cryscel-gasing, I don't know what the 
government is prepared to do. It li 
certainly not communicating with 
(he Sikh people. Is it even big enough 
CO say ihac the eroiy operation in 
June lift year was a grave error?" 
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RAJASTHAN 


SP Accused of Rape 

Wife of senior police officer allegedly inolei^ied 


T hough rape by uniformed men is 
not a new phenomenon m Rajas* 
than, the recent incident ac Bikaner 
involving the highest police official 
of the dUtrkt. the Superintendent of 
Poliqe (SPi has rocked the whole 
statf. What is more is (hat the SP 
attempted to rape the wife of his 
seniormost colleague in the district: 
the additional SP^Mr R.D Goyal. Mr 
Rohtas Kumar the SP of Bikaner is a 
controversial figure. Before his post* 
ing in Bikaner, he was $P of Bharat* 
pur from where he was transferred 
for inciting caste conflicts in the 
police and the publit But this time 
ha appears to have landed in greater 
trouble. His additional SP< Mr ft.D. 
Goyal has charged him of molesting 
and atrempiing to rape his wife. 

According to the two identical 
complaints by Mr Goyil with the DIG 
Bikaner Range»Mr Samarvir Singh 
Pawar, and later with the director 
general of police. Mr Raghunath 
Singh Kapoor. Rohtas Kumar came 
to the residence of the additional SP 
in (he evening of 23 March. Though 
the SP had informed Mr Goyal on 
telephone that he was dropping in 
that evening with his wife, he came 
alone. Goya) says in his complaint 
that (he SP was drunk and explained 
that siiKe Mrs Rohtas Kumar was not 
well, she could not accompany him. 

In the complaint Mr Goyal says 
that some time later, some persons 
came to the Goyals* residence to 
meet the SP The SP asked Goyal to 
speak to them as he was m no shape 
to meet them He also requested 
Goyal for some paan. Goyal left the 
room to meet the visitors leaving hT» 
wife and the SP in the drawing room. 
After sending away (he visitors. 
Goyal was coming back to the room 
when he saw Rohtas Kumar coming 
out. When asked why he was leaving 
without having paan he replied that 
he was in a hurry and had co leave. 
Goyal returned to the room to find 
his wife in tears and in a state of 
shock. 

Goyal claims his wife could not 
speak to him for about ten minutes 
and corKinued sobbing. Later she 
admitted that the SP had mi«he* 
haved with her end molested her. 
Only after this did Goyal realise why 
Rahtat Kunar had left in such a 
hurry. Finding no trace of the SP, 
Goyal mat the DIG Bikaner Range. 
Hr Saaenrlr Singh end narrated eha 
„ , uti .t-' 


whole story. The DK! asked him to 
write out the complaint which he did 
immediately. Despite the DIG's de* | 
sperate efforts to find Rohtas Kumar, 
the SP remained untraceable ; 
throughout the ni^t 

Meanwhile, Mr Singh spoke tu the i 
distTKt collector and also consulted 
Mr O.P Behan, the area develop* 

, ment commissioner and (be senior 
most lAS officer at Bikaner. Afier | 
^ consultations between the three, the | 
I DIG informed the director general of ! 
; police (DCP) at Jaipur the next 
morning. The DIG also vent a wire* 
less message ordering the transfer of 
Rohtas Kumar with immediate effect 
and ordered that he be relieved, of 
his charge and sent in Jaipur Inin^ 
guingly, (he order of rehtrving the SP 
of his duties wav later revoked and 
he was asked to pfixeed to Jaipur to 
explain his case to the DCP Goyal 
was also called (o Jaipur. 

Why did the DCP revoke his order? 

It IS ^heve that it was done ai the | 
behest of an ex MLA who was Con* 
gressil) candidate for the Vidhan ' 
Sabha iii Bikaner district this year. , 
After leaving Guyal's house (>n 23 
March. Rohtas Kumar is reported to . 
have spent the whole night at the 
residence of the same ex MLA at : 
Bikaner, who is believed to be close i 
to CM Handeu Joshi. } 

Despite all the efforts to keep the ' 
incident a secret, tho news was given : 
coverage by the Rajavthan Perrrka 
on 2S March. The matter was raised < 
in the Vidhan Sabha a>id agitated 
MLAs demanded the immediate sus¬ 
pension and arrest of ihe SP and the 
registration of a save of attempted 



rape against him^ The chief minis* 
cer‘s announcement of a departmen¬ 
tal, enquiry ui the matter did not 
pacify the.MLAs who,demanded pro¬ 
secution .of the 8P. ,A number of 
MLAs also alleged the in the house 
that he was a habitue) offender. Miss 
Pushpa Jam of the BJP expiessed her 
anguish that the government was 
having a dialogue wkh the culprit 
sime he is a high police official. 
‘'Had there been an ordinary cuken 
involved m this case, would the gov* 
einmeni have adopted (he same 
course?", she asked and demanded 
the immediate arrest,of the SP, Mr 
Devi Singh Bhati^Janata MLA, stun* 
nad the House by alleging that, 
"Rohtas Kumar molested the wife of 
a magistrate in Chittorgarh, niisbe* 
haved with a lady teacher in Bharat* 
pur and raped a lady advocate in 
Bikaner. In yet another case, a ladv 
government employee had beaten 
him up fur his indecent behaviour." 
The list is unending and disiresMng, 
he claimed. Mra Vidya *Paihak. BJP. 
described him 3s a sex maniac and 
said that the proper place for Rohtas 
Kumar wa^ a lunatic asylum. 

Chief minister Jushi's repealed 
assertion (hat he will not spare the 
guihy and was awaiting (he enquiry 
report by (he inspector general of 
police,Mr V.R. Kaul^who had gone to 
Bikaner for invesiigation of the facts, 
did not pacify (he members and 
under pressure from iht- House, he 
had to announce that an FIR would 
be registered against the SP. He also 
promise’d fo iransfei the SP from 
Bikaner andthe ordertransfcrring 
R,uhtas Kumar lo the Police 
Academy. Jaipur was jssued two 
days later 

During the past coupiC of years, 
the number of c.i^os of rape have 
gone up in the state Altogether IS 
case? were reptisiercd against police 
officials ranging from constable«,tu 
inspectors in the last two yeais In 
Kutputli. two policemen raped a 
w*onian which sparked off an agita¬ 
tion in January la si year and i(id to a 
police firlng^killing three persons. In 
yet another caite, a 4S-year*old 
woman Sundri was called to the 
Nasirgbad police station in connec* 
tion with an investigation Shg was 
then raped and murdered by the 
station staff incidents of rape by 
policemen in the Police Academy 
compourtd wen* also reported last 
year. Mr Rohla^ Kumar has now been 
posted to (he same police academy. 
Meanwhile, the Ralasthan Folice 
Service (RPSl. Officers Association 
has condemned the shaihefui act and 
has unanimously damanded severe 
punishment fortha SP, 

Ctand fienefc, 
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hi& hand at Shiv Singh’s mstance. 
Said Shukla. "I was coming through 
I he rear gate with ny bicycJe.. I had 
just returned from hospital when 
Shiv Singh spoiled me and shouted, 
‘Pakro sate ko mardao' Thankfully 
the proctor, B.N. Adige was attracted 
by the commotion. He came and 
asked what the matter was. 1 could 
see Shiv Singh warning Yadav im* 
mediately to hide the gun. Yadav 
then gave it to Gajendra Kushwaha, 
who was standing nearby. He hid It. 
Laier the rowdies walked away, 
growling, Yahan goliya chalegi, aur 
Jo rukawot hana sabkn ura dengay. 
The w«>rds were meant for Adiga. 
The principal was hardly any help 
When I wem to complain about the 
incidents to him. he only pushed me 
aside and said. 'Sahur bura boga'and 
asked me to go >way.'' 

The students had earlier lodged a 
complaini against two of Shiv Singh's 
proteges, Rajiv Katiyar and Vijay 
Handa, alleging that they were not 
entitled to take admission in the arts 
college as they had enrolled them¬ 
selves in ihe National Degree Coi* 
lege After checking up with the 
college concerned, the principal had 
ordered their expulsion under the i 
university rules which prohibit dou¬ 
ble courses. number of Shiv 
Singh's boys keep enrolling them* 
selves for different courses only to 
stay on," said a sinker. Among them 
are Rajendra Yadav Singh's nephew 
who has already done his three year 
woodwork course and has now goi 
admitted in first year clay modelling. 
"He beets up anyone he has a dislike 
for," said a striker. Also in the col¬ 
lege are Avadesh Yadav Singh's sis* 
ter's son. Singh's wife Rekha Yadav, 
Singh's niece, Seema Yadav and pro- 
leges like Arun Kumar who has 
already completed his BA pass 
course and is also doing the master of 
social work course. 

The present hostel warden^ 
Bhairon Nath Shukla, has already 
.submitted his resignatioo to tha prin* 
cipal alter what happened on 21 
.Tanuary, the climax to Che series of 
exchanges between the rowdies-and 
the students. Even the teachers, it 
appears, have form^ two camps, one 
pro-Shiv Singh, the other against 
hiji). Said the proctor infonnaUy, "I 
have been here since 1982. So many 
reports have been sent to the police. 

If there are fights between two 
groups of Students. I can settle the 
matter. But when a staff member is 
involved and has support from other 
Quarters, I cannot do anything." Tha 
proctor admirrad that coufirrymade 
weapons were brought into the col* 
lege sometimes. 

According to the agitating stu* 
dams, Shiv Singh has bean a menaca 


UTTAR PRADESH 


School for Vandals 


Stuilenls of Lucknow College of Arts protest' against crime 

U ntil a momh back tucknow Uni ' the P T. instructor were involved in a 
versity't College of Arts and ! fight outside the college gates. 
Crafis roiilil boast of a set r>f unusual According to the students, Noumani. 

vxtr»*curnculuis—hooligenism. vio- ' who was on his motorcycle, vtos sud- 
Icnce and crimo. l-or (he more se- ! denly attacked by Pandey and an 
riiius of the college's 2S0 boys and ‘‘outsider" who stopped him. and 

girls, the lampuv was a scene of. beat him up. A teacher. Prof. SatUh 

terror. Toughs unrolled as students Chandra, who had rushed to mediate 

fieely Hashed knives and guns to was also heckled. In a statement the 

ihreiiten the boys, or 'impress' the professor made later, he said, "The 

girls with their bc 0 vado. Resistance, outsider bad caught hold of my 

even from the authorities, could collar." 

mean violence. Now the man alleged* A number of students. Sushil 
ly promoting the culprits—none Kumer, Imtiat Ahmed. Bhim Sain, 

other than ihe college’s uwn physical Satish Srlvastava. Sukhvinder Singh 

trninnig instructor. Shiv Singh—has and four others, who happened to be 

become the target of a determined watching, raised an alarm. “Our prin- 

hungei -sitike hy a group of students cipal. Prof. R. S. Bisht was with us at 

whu are sick of it all and want him the time." said Sushil Kumar. "He 


.StudcolsoTlhc l.uduww CoUegc ef Arts and Crafts oaMr^ 


was told 10 go to the police, but he 
didn’t, {..ater. we phoned the police 
from his office, and the police ar¬ 
rived." The students also allege that 
Shiv Singh, who was conducting a 
cricket match on the playground 
alongside the road, "had prior know¬ 
ledge of the attack” but did nothing 
"perhaps because he had planned it 
himself ” 

The strikers compJained about a 
number of other incidents involving 
Shiv Singh and his "band of row¬ 
dies," more serious than the one on 
23 January. Sometime back a stu¬ 
dent. Anil Kumar Shukla. was attack¬ 
ed by another student Rajendra 
Yadav, Singh's own nephew, who had 
a ramenche (countrymade ptsiol) io 


and hU proteges out. 

The .strikers, who claim to have the 
support ut the rest of the students, 
huve paralysed the college since 24 
January Despite repeated requests 
l>> ihe piincipal and vice-chancellor 
lu crill off their agitation and allow 
classes to re^^ume, the students have 
nut relunud. They will break their 
strike, they ^ay, only after their de* 
rnand.^ ore mei. The authorities have 
.set up ii three member committee to 
eiiqujio into the charges, but say that 
no dttion cuii be taken unless the 
inquiry is complete So the strike 
continue> 

The trouble began nn 23 January 
whan two students, Mamoon Nooma* 
ni and Mukesh PhikJi v- a protege of 


rMiw* 
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having served » hostel warden for 
five years before he was forced to 
quit chat post in 1991. following a 
aicnilar agitation. **Even now, he is 
infcbarge of the National Service 
Scheme, and games, and pockets a 
lot of the funds.” 

Shiv Singh himself denied these 
charges. "The trouble started when, 
after resigning from the post of war¬ 
den in 1981,1 said in my letter that as 
long as the inquiry into the charges 
against me are pending, those who 
were agitating against me should not 
be given hostel seats. But despite 
giving this in writing, they were 
given hostel accommodation. So, 
those boys kept plotting, bringing in 
outsiders, terrorising...*’ Singh 
alleged chat a number of those who 
had agitated against him in 1981. and 
were involved in the present strike 
were rowdies themseWes. "As a 
games teacher. I feel, that if there is 
discipline, there should be complete 
discipline. Unlike the other teachers, 
I am strict. And because of this I am 
unpopular.** Singh also alleged that 
the fight between Pandey and 
Noomani was actually over a girrs 
attention* 

The Mys had accused him of ihre* 
acening them, even while they were 
01) strike: "He told one of us that his 
body would be found outside the 
college if we took our agitation too 
far." He even taunts us, saying 
"you'll get tjred of running around," 
one of the boys said "That's not 
true," said Singh answering the 
charge What about his gang of 
toughs? "The people around me. 1 
assure you, are from very good fami¬ 
lies. IAS etc. and It is these elements 
in the strike who tease and pester 
them. 

Said ihe principal. Prof. Bisht, who 
claimed that each and every com* 
plaint submitted by the students lo 
the proctor had been passed on duti¬ 
fully to the police, and action had 
always been taken promptly, "the 
students have two demands. The firsi 
concerns students. The second, a 
teacher. Action against ihe students 
involved in the incident un 2.^ Janu* 
ary 1985 can only be taken after a 
Thorough investigation As for the 
second demand, the vice-chancellor 
is the only authority who can take a 
decision regarding a teacher, accord* 
ing to rules.” For the students, this is 
not enough. The vC continues lo tell 
them to Withdraw the agitation, and 
allow classes to begin. But the stu* 
dents have refused to budge. "Our 
future’s involved," they argue. "Wc 
have to decide once and for all 
whether to have people in the college 
who are Incaraitcd in art, or those 
interested in vioienea." 


KERALA 


to Ayurveda 


Progroinme'to increase production of medicinal plants 

variably in the form of tonics. The 
extraction process in allopathy is so 
advanced that only the active ingre¬ 
dient or (he organic compound re* 
quired foi (he particular ailmeni ts 
isoIa(ed. It is the most concentrated 
form which explains why the same 
amount of relief provided by a single 
allopathic tablet may be provided by 
a bottle of ayurvedic tonic* This also 
explains why allopathy offers quick 
relief tand is therefore popular) 
while ayurveda is slow-acdng. But 
today, despite the gianr strides taken 
by allopathy, (here is a tendency to 
popularise ayurveda. This is because 
unlike allopathic drugs, ihe ayurve* 
da formulations have no side effects. 
Secondly, though allopathy is "quick* 


i t is perhaps unfortunate chat Indi 
ans require the west to make them 
appreciate their own scientific herit* 
age. Yoga, traditioiially practised by 
rishi^ and a small segment of the 
population in the country has be* 
come fashionable m India only after 
it became popular in the West. Simi¬ 
larly, ayvive^ thanks to the Wes¬ 
terners. particularly the West Gcr- 
maot who have even begun commer¬ 
cial production of ayurvedic subeii* 
tutes of chemicals in the drugs menu* 
faceurad by the mulcinatioi^ phar¬ 
maceutical firms.is beginning to gain 
popularity. 

Kerala is universally considered to 
be the home of ayurveda. The Kot* 
*akkal Arya Vaidyashala in Kerala 
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spicv^ headed by Pro< Sreekandan 
Nair. Out uf thi> 200, (here are about 
160 plants which are con&idered to 
be ayurvvdicaJly imponam. 

Some of the impurianc plants 
found in (he "germ plasm" or 
bank* uf (he KAU are Kauwvf/ia 
Sorpeiitinu^ From ihe root of this 
plant, the alkaloid called Keserpine 
is ext) acted which widely used for 
reduemg blood pleasure. This i» a 
conimeidaily viable plain because n 
i> used b> pi)ai<aaceuucai fiimsas lie 
i hi'111 leal subsluules ha > a alien been 
found to hare sBiiuua side effecu. 
Cachet a//lhu» Aoseu>, ^apularly cal* 
led Shu ia/ti S an in Malay a I am i pi ub* 
ably bircauw n is tauuAauJv foaud in 
gruveya/dsj is used fui tieaimg 
leiiLaenna 

Anulhei hvib, Ce/rc<'/f« Asiatica is 
used fui uvaliiiji iteivuus pioblems 
and skill diseases uicludmg leprosy. 
The A foe &irh«dejt.M*i being culu* 
vai« 4 ill Uli KAU, is good fur hair 

i/«vih and lui cui mg boiJi, Kerala is 
supposed lo have the largest area 
under cultivaiion of lemon grass in 
the world which is a base for Vitamin 
A and all over ihc country, medicinal 
properties of Juss Me/xaceae or neexn 


are well known. Out of the oil ex* 
trecced from /leem, the Invandrusi 
Ayurvedic Research Centre hns de* 
veloped ''Kimbidio*'.which is said to 
be very good for psoriasis (a kind of 
skui disease). 

Other important herbs are A)orus' 
Caiamus which is used for treoirng 
stomach ailments Dsiscoris FSor 
ibunda (also known as Diasgeniii). 
which is essential for contr; ;.eptiTe 
pills, and Murvo^ca which %r. very 
good for rbeutnaeism. 

Due to the iridbcruninaio cou.c* 
tion of these herb» there is loday a 
threat oi eaiiiKiion of soin« of these 
Species. The ^oject hopos to begin 
the replantation of Mime of ihese 
species by pevsing on the cuttings of 
the plants to the Avshadhis eno 
Vatdyans (ayurvede clinics and prec* 
(inoners) free of eost, so chac ih^ 
can cultivate it for themselves. The 
project also has an < xMnmcn tal sec 
tion. U has been found (bat Kucaja is 
suitable for the commercial cultiva- 
tlun of medicinal plants like Rauwof* 
fia Serpenuna. medicinal yam and 
Carftaranxhits Rose us. To reduce 
costs, the project is concentrating on 
the possibilities of introducing these 


RAJASTHAN 

The Dam of Doom 


hives;! iycations by experts vindicale report by Svnoay 


T he irvcitiMtivc story, "The Scr* 
rovv of Rajastban" (published in 
StiiiUAV IS Ap;il 1964), hod revealed 
that people staying in a numbet of 
Villages adjoining the Psnehna dam, 
barely ten kilometres from Karauli, a 
town in the Sanai Madhopur district 
of Rajasthan, were panic stricken. It 
said, ''The cause of their anxiety i$ 
the massive Panchna dam on the 
river Gambhir, which, constructed 
with the lea^t regard foi safety lules 


snd wjtliin a record (iese of six 
otoaths, is as vulnerable as a sand 
dune. The dam meant to irrijtatc vast 
areas of land and thereby bring 
prosperity to the poor villagers will, 
in actuality, bring misery to those 
people" 

In the original plan approved by 
the Planning Commission and t^ 

I Central Water Coinmission (CWC), 
the Panchna dam was slated to store i 
, only 700 million cubic feet (eft) of 



I plants in the mulii*$pecie$ cropping 
I sytiem. For instance, research has 
shown that coTtain medictnal plants 
grow very well when cultivated as an 
intercrop in i ubber and other planta* 
tions. Such in ter cropping will go a 

long way in popularising the culiiva* 
tion of medicinal plants. Experi- 
igenis are also being conducted to 
inefeise yields. In addition, the ex* 
perimefiu eie geared to evulvmg low 
cost technology for the cultivation of 
lbe»« planu. Anothei aim of the, 
project la to popularise home re* 
medlev 

An additional project is therapeu* 
lie horticulture. In the west, horttcul* 
tore has been found to have immense 
value to a gamut of patients, particu* 
larly the aged, the physically and 
cnentaliy retarded children. The de* 
pariin«At is supr'ying plants to two 
iiutjturions for x.andicapped chil* 
drt'A, orie of which is based in 
rrkhuj. The department not only 
supplies plants but provides gui* 
dance on how to cultivate the plants. 
Constant supervision is maintained 
by the department on the progress of 
the growth of the plants. 

AiUis Pfptap, THeAvr 


water but at the construction stage, 
(he original plan was revised to raise 
the storage capacity of ,the dam to 
2,100 million eft by the then superin 
tending engineer Devendra Nath 
Ohandha without obtaining an 
, approval from the appropriate au 
thorities 

The original plan approved by the 
Planning Commission and CWC en* 
tailed an outlay of Rs l.b^ crorts for 
a 45 feet high earthen dam, but its 
height was arbitrarily raised to 6S 
feet and Rs 6.S crores were spent on 
the construction of the earthen dam. 
The total cost estimates have gone up 
to Hs 21 crores. Though the dam is 
still far from being completed, Mr 
Dhandha was boneured at a state 
function on 15 August 1912 by the 
Stale Governor for his "extra* 
ordinaiy skill in completing the Pan* 
chh4 dam in a receri time." 

SuNpAV had said chkc'^lhe dam is 
m actuabry a Mcestial killer thre- 
itenit^ to wash away the areas sur* 
rounding it..,the Panina dam is like 
a sand dune. It will burse the moment 
»t is filled tc^ capacity, la the,event of 
siKh a happening, the worst affecud 
will be the,famuus Jam pilgrimage 
^ntre, Shri Mahavirji. The waters of 
ue dam would also engi,Cf towns like 
HiBdauo, BayoAi, Bhiratpur and 
Fatehpbr.Sik^ In addh^ to Kurei 
of trillagek up to Agra 'fta tragedy' 
which lalght 6ccur would surdly be 
more horrilytngthiujbo.QMaxppri* 
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(M^panchna dam 


A mHporihf PafH'hMl>»m; lh« shuM ■rfa»l<Mttfi« rlvtr(>«mMilr %lNnr> ibrarr^s Udv likheallrtifd 


enced a couple of years ago in Morvi, 
Gujarat." 

After the article was publishetl. 
the government of India ordered (he 
CWC and the Central Soils & Mate* 
rials Research Station (CShCRS) to 
investigate the Panchna dam and to 
suggest remedial measures for im* 
proving it. The field investigation by 
the CSMRS scientists continued for a 
couple of months and included soil 
sampling from y arious places at 
varying depths to test Che quality. 
The director ERDDTI, CWC* Mr Z. 
Hasan inspected the site along with 
deputy directors of CWC and 
CSMRSx and the superintending en* 
gineer and executive engineers in 
charge ol the dam. The CSMRS and 
Mr Hasan have already subiqitTed an 
interim report about the test remits 
vindicating Sunday's stand. 

The incerim test report says that 
the Panchna dam is a mound of sand. 
It says, '*the soil obtained in the 
sample checking had negligible 
effective cohesion value." Test re* 
ports indicate that the earth used for 
the construction of the embankment 
was either silt or fine sand. The 
CSMRS report says chat in-situ per* 
meablliry in the soil samples ranges 
from 1.77x10-5 to S.8Sxl0-3 cm/ 
sec. t^ich in a silt predominant soil 
calls for spocial protective measures 
to avoid arosion and piping due to 
high seepage gradient, ^wn-straam 
protection^ meens of filter dreio*. 

pitching and turfing, are no 
doubt vary important." 

The invtftiiacing team collected 


two samples of soil from (he area 
where clay is said m have been used 
in the conscruaion of (he dam. The 
samples contained II to 14 per cent 
clay. The report however says that 
whether the same soil has been used 
cannot be ascertained av the in* 
formation on (he soil characteristics 
of (he core of dam is not available. 
"This can only be verified by tests on 
the samples collected from the core." i 
But (he fact that the materials used | 
in the core were non-plastic has 
already been established by a few 
laboratory tests conducted earlier by 
(he director (designs). Rajasthan. 
This has been mentioned by Mr Z 
Hasan, director. CRDI>1I. CWC in 
his letter dated *1 September 1984, 
addressed (o the superintending en* 
j gineer, Panchna Dam, 

I In his inspection report Mr Z. 

' Hasan categorically slates that mate* 

I rials used in the dam consist of fine 
sand and silt. "These materials offer 
I little resistatoce against erosion and 
get scoured easily due to rain. Deep 
gullies and rain cuts were noticed on 
both up-stream and downstream 
slopes." He says, "There is scune 
seepage through the dam which is 
also seen on the down*$tream...thl$ 
seepage indicates that the material 
in the foundation and embankment 
are not impervious and the core of 
the dam is not effective, though the 
water level at the times it inspection 
was 2.06 metres below the excavated 
level of the spill cut." 

.Mr KasiD writes. "On the down* I 


stream where thc' keepage has been 
noticed, rnckfill has been dumped 
over a filter of gravel. The work of 
dumping the rockf)!! i& being done on 
an ad hoc basi^ as the design for the 
dam 1 $ yei to b« finalised based on 
the invesligalion.s undertaken.*' The 
director has slated that (he dam was 
constructed before the design was 
approved, and without drawings of 
the cross sectionv 

Mr Ha>an in his inspection report 
has observed that the finalisation of 
the proposals for strengthening of 
the dam will be pus.sible only after 
receiving the rep<«rr of investigations 
carried out by CsMRS, but Jk i$ 
making certain suggestions to be 
implemented without delay "in order 
to avoid any deterioration in the 
present condition oi the dam." 

The CWC director has suggested 
thai the top nf the dam should l>e 
completed and proper drainage pro¬ 
vided so that ruin water is carried 
through surface drains. He also said 
that immediate action ought to be 
taken to repair the gullids formed by 
filling them with suitable materials. 

With theSLs >sv article vindicated 

by the report?, of the authorities, will 
the government take suitable action 
against the guilty engineers, contrac* 
tors and their political protectors? Or 
will the government allow the Pan* 
chna dam to join the line of killer 
projects like Union Carbide Plant 
and allow tragedy to hit lakhs of 
people m Rajasthan^ 

MW Chand tendfe Jiter 
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ANIMAL'.EHAVtOUft 

Research on the Rhesus 

I A lady's study on the monkeys o/Tu^^hhiguUid 


A i on« cim« duririK her prefaaAcy 
»he w«is sn obsessed by monkeys 
Thar she actually feared she would 
give birch to one Penple warned her 
chat if she read and wruce so much 
about apes, her child would at least 
look like one, if nor be one. Then 
came Dev Kabir. her son. "And I was 
.10 relicVed," says Mr« lql>ul Malik, 
Her research on monkeys went 
ahead She kept visirinf. (he Rhesus 
monkeys in the rums of the Tughla- 
iiabad fort near Delhi and did the 
first d(H:ioral thesis done in the coun* 
try on the subjeci. 

Monkeys at rlie Tughlaqabad 
fort <;nd perhaps even the people 
around must have wondered why the 
lads wandered in the c uins the whole 
day. lakmk notes, playing little 
(tames with the mrmkrvs or» at times, 
just sitiinit and wauhing. It was 
difficult initially, breuking into the 
moiikey'domain. They attacked her. 
scared her and druve her away. But 
then it was all a matter uf patience 
and understandinit and few under¬ 
stand the monkeys uf Tughlaqabad 
as well as Mrs IqlMl MoUk. reader of 
Zoology at the InMitute of Home 
Sciences, University of Delhi. She 
ha.s studied them regularly since 
I9b0 and co^Clnut.^ doing it even 
after receiving her doctorate, *'f have 
devoted my life to learning more 
about them.'’ she soys. 

It began as a childhood hobby. Mrs 



Malik wac always curious about the 
animal world and specially ahoiii 
monkeys. That tc why, she mHiniams, 
she studied Zoology—and incidental¬ 
ly got a first class fnsi in her M.A — 
but (he interest remained latent till 
she met Dr South wick, a renowned 
pi imatolOBist from the Uiiiversiiy of 
Colorado, on one of her trips abroad. 
Dr Southwick had already dime some 
research on monkey'* and he encour¬ 
aged Mrs Malik to do it in India 
did and produced a work rh^t has 


NEW DELHI 

What’s in a Name? 


A t the behest of Prime Minister 
Ra>iv Gf>iidhi. the proposal to 
rename Willingdon Crescent after 
Mrs Gandhi has been dropped. 
Soon after Lcr assassination, the 
New Delhi flbnicipal Commiciee 
decided to i Aa one of the capitar$ 
best known loads after Mrs Gandhi 
and The huge cement plaque on 
Wiilingdon Crescent bearing the 
road sign was rubbed off. 

Till 25 February, (he road re 
mainod nam^ less before Willing- 
don Crescent was again repainied 
on the plaque, (t is believed Ciat 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi had 
expressed his "displeasure" at the 
municipality's haste in taking such 
a decision. The MDMC’s proposal to 
rename Rem Manohar Lohia Hos¬ 


pital as Mrs Indua Gandhi Hovpitjl ; 
was also (uriH'd down by (he PM, \ 
who It IS behoved, does not like iht* 
idea of renaming public institutions 
with every change in government. [ 
Lohia hospital used to he known 
as Lady Willingdon Hiispital. after 
the wife of one of India's viceroys. | 
although (he word “Lady" was sel- \ 
dom used while referring to U The ! 
name was changc-d after (he Janata [ 
government come (o power in 3977. 
Mr Gandhi is under stood to have 
told civil and oihc-c got'ernmegt 
officiaK that they shi>uld pul up 
proposals fiu the construction of ^ 
new hospitals and other public in 
stitutions and desist from the prac 
(ice of renaming old ones. 

A fpMtat Corfu IP widaint. Mow PuM 


I been read and appreciated all over 
the world. 

According to Mrs Malik the monk- 
evs '*are more organised than human 
beings." They live in well balanced 
, .sociPiies with a rigid hierarchical 
. system, have fixed habits and a daily 
aciiviiy pattern that is remarkably 
! regular What is more. It changes 
I according to the season^siestas in 
the summer, long afternoons out in 
the winters. "Their behaviour is so 
' organised, at any time 1 could tell 
wheie a particular monkey would l>e. 
They even have fixed sleeping 
places." she added 

Male chauvinism too is an essential 
instinct amemg the ffliinkeys. The 
group leadei i> always a robust male 
whn walks with its tail up The 
femaU-N do the hulk of the work, but 
remain ir the background and are 
paid little attenti' 1 . One remarkable 
thing that Mrs Malik has noticed 
about this particular tribe in Tughla- 
qabad is the steep rise in the number 
ol male munkeys over the last four or 
five years When she had first (tone to 
the area the male-fern ale ratio had 
been at a normal L2.S. Today (he 
males have made it up ti> bring the 
sex ratio to LI. One of the reasons 
for this might be the sudden rise in 
(he monkey pupulation in the fort 
frum 120 in 1980, to 480 in 1985. And 
wiih this proliferation has come to 
surface another important character¬ 
istic of the Rhesus. The researcher 
found ihat the monkeys cannot w*ith- 
stand a boom in their population and 
once their number exceeds a certain 
limit there has to be a '•phi A group 
breaks away and establishes its own 
area of influence under a new leader. 
In the case of Tughlaqabad it was 
found that whenever the population 
I touched iOO. a fission occurred. Be¬ 
tween 1980 and 1985 (here have been 
five such fissions in (he population. 

Bui how will i(| help? In 
several ways, thinks Iqbal Malik who 
has nuw begun work on the evolu¬ 
tionary processes of natural selection 
and adaptation among the Rhesus 
k monkeys. Over the years she has 
I come CO believe that the Tughla¬ 
qabad fort is the ideal habitat for the 
Rhesus and a deepet study cd the 
environs here could help conserva¬ 
tionists. Besides, chese monkeys have 
one very important thing in common 
with human beings—the RK factor. 
Says she. "Various inferences ahoiir 
human behaviour can be drawn from 
Rhesus monkeys For example, rhe 
physiological reactions of the human 
body to a drought. One cannot ex¬ 
periment human beings for (his. one 
certainly can on (he Rhaius. "Man 
can be grateful to monkeys for more 
things than one." 

Banf r arefca H TMtur, Muw 0iM 
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AIADMK 


P.U. Shunmugam: Accused 


Oid charges brought up again 


F ickle fate seems ui enjoy pUyinn 
^ames with senior AIADMK 
pai tyman P.V. Shunmuj^am. The for¬ 
mer general secretary of (he 
AIADMK wielded Immense clout 
during MCR'c huspitaiisation only to 
be eclipsed immediately after the 
CM'S (numphdnt return. He received 
a bousi when MCR made him (he 
pro iem Kpenker oMhe Assembly but 
then after he served his purpose he 
was discarded, not tu bs* heard of rill 
March when he was inducted into 
(he cabinet as minister for local 
administration Ever since he joined 
The AIADMK, Shunmugam had been 
nurturing hopes of becoming a 
minister one day. Unfortunately for 
him, hjs euphoria about becoming a 
minister was ruined by tw’o nasty 
controversies, both taking place in 
rapid succession 

The first related to his alleged 
involvement in the sensational 
“attempt to murder tndira Candhi" 
In l'd78. When Mrs Gandhi had vi* 
sited Madras in October 1978. the 
DMK had urganised a black flag 
demonstration in protest against the 
arbitrary dismissal of the Karuna- 
nidhi government in 1976. The de* 
monstration turned violent and a 
case was filed against the DMK chief 
M. Karunamdhi. DMK MLA Rahman 
Khan and P C. Shunmugam (then in 
the DMKl by the state government 
charging them for making an attempt 
on Mrs Gandhi’s life. The case is still 
pending in the court. 

The Assembly witnessed heated 
exchanges on 25 March when the 
DMK objected to Mr Shunmugam’i 
inclusion in the cabinet. Mr Rahman 
Khan (DMKl co-accused in the case, 
questioned the legitimacy of Mr 
Shunmugam becoming a minister 
when the case was still pending in 
court. He demanded to know how the 
prosecution could, without fear and 
interference, pursue the case agaittst 
Mr Shunmugam who had now be* 
come a minister and, therefore, an 
integral part of the prosecuting gov¬ 
ernment. He felt ft was highly immor¬ 
al for the AIADMK to have included 
Mr Shunmugam in che council of 
ministers during the pendency ^ the 
criminal case and drew attention to a 
number of examples when the minis* 
cer concamad resigned his post when 
he figured in a criminal case. He 
cited the example of Goa’s miniiter 
for education who resignad when he 


faced choiges for exercising improp¬ 
er influence to >e<i;re a paxs in an 
examination fur his daughict A 
miTixtei in Nagaland was asked lo 
resign by ihe CM when ii was learnr 
that he had misbehaved with a 
woman On !he other hand, in Tamil 
Nadu a person who was implicated in 
a serious case of conspiracv and 
attempt to murder had been hon 
oureJ by the same government, 
observed, Mr Khan In a bid to de¬ 
fend Mr Shunmugam's ministership, 
Mr K.P. Ramaiingam iAlADMK)said 
lhai the Janata governmeni ai the 



P.t'. SheniBugani 

centre had made George Fernandes a 
minister even though he was 

accused in the Baroda dynamite case. 
Mr Rahman Khan jumped up im¬ 
mediately to assert (hat Fernandes 
was included in the central cabinet 
only after the Janata government 
had withdrawn (be entire Baroda 
dynamite case on the ground that it 
was a conspiracy to frame (be opposi* 
tioo leaders. 

The result of tlie fiery salvoes fired 
by tbe AIADMK and the DMK in (he 
Assembly wet that Mr Shunmugam 
was forced to offer lus resignation 
from (he minister’s post if he was 


found guilry by (ho court. That, ironi- 
colly was hiv first siHtemcnl in the 
hou^e us minister Thu incident was 
uiidniibiedly a stormy start for (he 
new minis(or bu( two davs later he 
got embroiled m a nastier enn- 
(riiver&y. Uamauing :oports 
,ippeared in a sec non of the Tamil 
press the day aftoi (he incident in 
the Assembly According to the re¬ 
ports. ihe house of Mr Selvam (Mr 
Shunmugam's son) was raided by the 
Ctmrai Knfoi cement Direciurate fur 
FtRA Violations. Incident ally, Mr 
Shunmugam and hi.s son stay 
together in (hr same house. The 
reports added ihai unaccounted 
wealth end foreign currency had 
l>een svi/ed irom Mi Selvam’s pusses- 
sum On 26 Mnrch uttempts by Mr 
V.P Chinfiii (CPI'M) and Rahman 
Khan tii raise (he issue of the raid in 
the Assemblv was quashed by the 
srH>*aker l*.H Pandian. The next day 
he disallowed an adjournment mo* 
ti(in tabled b> Mr Rahman Khan on 
the premise that the activities of a 
central government agency involving 
an individual did not concern the 
state government The entire uppoai* 
(ion sans the Congress(l), staged a 
walkout. 

Mr Shunmugam sought to defuse 
(he iituatior by making a personal 
statement in the house He categor¬ 
ically denied thut there had been a 
raidi.n hi\ house by the Enforcement 
Directorate. He condemned the press 
reports as being ba^dess and scuril- 
lous. According to Mr Shunmugam. 
his son Seivam had gone to Malaysia 
recently. On his return he had been 
gifted with a video camera for which 
necessary customs duty had also 
been paid. On IS March, an official 
from the foreign exchange depart¬ 
ment had come lo inquire about the 
Video camera. He returned satisfied 
after ihc necessaiy documents were 
shown. Mr Shunmugam's expluna- 
statement might have succeeded 
m settling the issue in the Assembly 
on that day but it has failed to quell 
the growing doubts and suspicious in 
the minds ol the public, notwiih 
standing the official denials from the 
enforcement dlrecturatv. Whan con¬ 
tacted by this correspondent, offi¬ 
cials of the enforcement directorate 
chose tn he remain tight-lipped giv¬ 
ing one tbe distinct impression that 
there was 11 'to tu the case than met 
the eye The giapwine iias ii tJiet llie 

central governmertr agency suspects 
Mr SelvamV- alleged involvement in 
gold smui^ling. In any rase ic is a 
little difficult to believe that an 
official would make an inquiry about 
a mere video camera, particularly if 
the customs authorities had issued 
the necessary documents. 
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PRISONS 


A New Jail for Delhi 


TiIkji )(ijl una/jir lu JuitkJIc incn^asr in convicis 





Ilk* I Hun' jiiH 

A 7k<ku |>Ioi n| land hiis Keen 

liv (Ik* iK'lhk Ailminiv 
ii.tritiri in 'hr nanN V.imuiM «m v«i nl 

III W IIm toi iIk* (MiiNliiuunn 
ol j iimkIi'UI .iikI M>|>hisiii»iieil Mil 
Mm' iiJr.j lui I In* iK*w Mil w:in hrsi 
njijiiu*(t 111 Ihhl ,:ml .1 sot of pt<i]k»>.i(N 
\\ l^ >Mn(Ji‘d «isvi rn rhe uovcinriicni 
liiNi MMi Aci online ii> the 
ih« fH'w u»il »vnukl riisi Rn 2* ^loiis 
kind iviinlil i>c coiisrrmrrd hv (lirvrJi 
I'J’KI 

Oiur llu* l>hio|itiiil loi tin* i.nl is 
,i|>|)nK*t‘(l l>v llu* Ihmiu* niiiiisiiy iind 
jlloiMt lolls in Jlie* Ml ihv Seven(li J*ive 
Vriir il.in. <1 iMinmiiree ol rxiii>ns 
ivtinhl III* j|>|i{iinu*(i >0 m>ikv a siiivt‘\ 
ol ihr u*oil(j's hisl lulls Soul k.S 
Silhu iiisj>viu>i uoiivial (ptis<*iisi, 
"Ur .11 c pUniriiiie to voiisirnvi iii)cM>t 
llu* most niiidnn onil sreuir Mils 111 
Asm I'^x}k*> 1 s III till* field Mill Ih* 

involved in the execution of the* 
invscipoiis ptii|i*ci '* lie .Hkk’d 1h.1i 
i.iinnis coiict pls 111 jail cooMrin non 
MU pirsfiidy hnine exuiniiivd. Om* 
III I hr jtids iH'iiie srudied js «in id<*jl 
nonirl lin xhv Maiulnh imiI i< rlie 
I itisiiii piisoii 10 Houston. I'KA. 
\Vhnlhi;i thn li.isu <k 0^01 iif ihr pil 
sluiuld he ii i.iuKuUii.. tunUr or mul 


I iistoivyiol as Is the trend in most 
[ Western lountnes will alvi he ile 
^ Cl lied soon 

The need iiKonsiruct a new jail fnr 
the* iupituJ has lieen felt for soRtc 
time. The ciipiiaTs Tihar Central jatl 
[ iiinsirucied in HSlf does not have 
I ennujjh capacity to house The swell* 
I niB population < 1 * criminals f>f the 
I capital The maximum capacity of 
the Tihar jail is 1,200 and h^ause of 
the shoit<tj*e of cells at Tihar. a camp 
jail inejiii fin aj;itaii<in prisoners has 
been constructed near 1’ihar. The 
camp jail in now called the Tihar 

ANOHRA PRADESH 


District jail and bouses about 800 
convicts. The central jail has been 
divided into chrad independent vnUs 
last year and separate sections have 
been marked for convicts, undert* 
rials and women and juvenile pris* 
oners. 

^ s 

When the Mandoli jail is con* : 
structed, the number of prisoners 
who can be lodged in prisons will 
double. The Maodoli Jail is proposed 
to havb I capacity to house l.SDO 
convicts and undejviaJs It has also 
been su^geste^to (he governmem , 
(hat the jail have an independent 
unit for lodging women and juvenile 
prisenere arid a separate jail to house 
mentally retarded prisoners. For 
prisoners who ara coovicted for less 
than a year, a borstal or an open jail 
(like the Hitsar jail} will be con* ' 
stfucted. There wi’l also be a tralnutg 
institute, hospital, fire fighting unit 
and school whhin the jeir comptkg. 1 
To ensure tight security, a special 
police force will be trained and close* 
circuit teleyision and metal detectors 
installed 

It had previously been suggested 
to (he government that more than 
une new jail be constructed for the 
capital heciuse of the growing crime 
rare and difficulty of trensporiing 
prisoners fit>m courts situated at 
lone dMitances. The idea was to con 
xtrui’i five new jails, one for each 
disirki fur the five districi cuurts 
But uccurding to the inspector gener 
al, ihe only Jail to be constructed (or 
ihv capital shortly is the jail at 
ManUuli There is. however, the 
likviihoud of a third jail being con* 
Mrucieil in North Delhi in a few yearn 
time, llte Delhi Development Au* 
(horiiy bas already handed over the 
posses.«ion of the 78*acre plot at 
Handoli for the new jail. The lapd * 
ha.y cost the Delhi administration Rs 
eight lakns. Once (he project i$ 
clean'd b> the government and the 
allotaiiun uf funds made, the con* 
struction of the most modem jail jn 
India Will commence 
Attn Hmr Om 


Mysterious Murder 

LoeXiJ businc.'^sman's death embarrassing' for Te^uguDesam 


T he new Telugu Desam govern¬ 
ment faced its first major embar¬ 
rassing moment in the state Legisla* 
five Assembly over the mystenous 
death of a local busineunan Amar 
Singh of DhooJpct in Hyderabad. The 
liquor dealer's death raised a num* 
ber of quesnoru on whether he died 


as a result of a brutal beating by 
excisemen or due to a ieud with rival 
excise contractors. Despite the state 
excise minister exonerating the offi- 
ciils of his departmeni In the Assent* 
bly, Ihe excise departmencN rok iu 
the cirromstiinc'es leading to the 
death of Amar Singh is not clear The 


MwavT uJwiiNs 
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most disturbing allegation is tbat 
Ainar Singh was beaten to death in 
the presence of excise officials who 
had arrested him by goondgs em 
ployed by excise contractors. 

By all accounts, the SO-year^old 
Amar Singh, his son Anand Smgh 
and nephew Prakash Singh were 
taken into custody from their home 
in Sitaphalmandi by an excise raid 
ing party on 1 7 March at 7 am. Anand 
Singh and Prakash Singh were re* 
leased after some rime but Amar 
Singh was declared dead at the 
Osmania General Hospital later that 
day. Replying to a call attention 
motion in the Legislative Assembly, 
excise minister Mudrigadda Padffia* 
nabhan described Amar Singh as a 
‘^notorious rowdy.” ‘'Even the excise 
department officials would be afraid 
to use force against such a person,** 
the minister said. The arrests were 
made “with great difficulty" he 
added. The early morning raid on 
Sunday led to the recovery of ISO 
litres of illicit alcuhol from his ress* 
dence at Sitaphalmandi in Secunder* 
abad. However the excise minister 
withdrew his description of Amar 
Singh as a rowdy after MLAs demen- 
ded that the minister provide proof 
of his allegation. Pinally. home 
minister Vasanth Nageshwar Rao cut 
!^nort the heated discussion whan he 
announced that the government 


j would order a thorough investigation 
I into the affair by a crime branch CID 
^ team. 

According to Anand Singlj, the 
excise parry which raided their 
, house on 17 March was accompanied 
by musclemen of soma excise con¬ 
tractors. He was taken with his 
father and cousin to the arrack depot 
at Narayanguda. His father. Amar 
Stngh, was taken lo another room 
and beaten mercilessly by (he goon- 
das of ihe contractors. Anand Singh 
and his cousin Prakash Singh were 
then brought to the Sarayanguda 
police nation but the excise officials 
told them that they were being 
merciful because they were young 
and told them to run away They 
were told by the excisemen that 
Amai Singh was at Osmania Hospic 
al When they rushed to the hospital, 
they learnt that Amar Singh had 
died Anand Singh said that the hos- 
I pital authorities informed him that 
his father was brought to the hospital 
I by a constable who fled after leaving 
the body without identifying either 
himself or the body. The rwo boys 
then lodged a police complaint. 

As the news of Amar Singh's death 
spread in Uhovlpet a crowd of about 
persons turned violent attack- 
I ing arrack shops at Jumetat Basar. 
I Kolsawadi and Sectharambagh. In a 
I letter to the chief minister, Mr N.T. 


Rama Rao. Anand Singh alleged that 
the excise men were in collusion with 
, the contractors and had arrested 
I them without a warrant and that n 
^ was the contractors' goondas and the 
excise men who were responsible for 
I his father’s death. According to a 
I li«)vor dealer. Amar Singh had once 
bean the kingpin in the cay liquor 
business till he began concentrating 
on other business activities about 
four years ago. It is Amar Singh's son 
Anand Singh who has entered the 
liquor trade and many of the contrac¬ 
tors are against it. 

According to an excise department 
complaint made on 17 March at 
Narayanguda police station, three 
persons were arrested on that day 
and Anand Singh and Prakash .Singh 
were lodged in the excise offices at 
Narayanguda but they escaped and 
Amar Singh was sent to hospital. The 
newly appointed excise minister's 
attempt to save his dffpartment's 
officials by saying that his depart¬ 
ment did not have ■ hand in the 
deaih-in custody of the former hou 
' llegger only created u greater furore 
I However, as a lot of heat has been 
' generated during the discussion, the 
government decided to order a CID 
inquiry about the alleged death m 
excise custody 

I AWgh. Wieeregxtf 


CRIME 


Britain Seeks Sethia’s Extradition 


T he British have sought the ex* 
tradition of Rajendra Sethia. A 
request was made to the ministry of 
external affaire on 5 March, listing 
nine criminal charges faced by the 
lndian*born businessman in Lon¬ 
don, including one case against him 
by the Arab Allied Bank. The Brit* 
ish High Commission has intonned 
the foreign office that there is a 
warrant of arrest against Sethia fur 
a case registered it London’s Marl* 
borough police station on B Febru¬ 
ary t9g4. 

According to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) officials 
handling the investigation of the 
case, no progress has been made as 
yet on the extradition case. They 
feel, the request would be proces¬ 
sed only after Sethia is free of cha 
crimind charges in India. A CBI 
team wiU also be leaving for Lon- 
doh. Though no date has been fixed 
fdr the tetfli’s daptrtura, che CBI is 
already in touch with Scotland 
Yard, Intbrpol and the fraud 
Squad. London ragarding transac¬ 
tions anterad into by Sethia and his 



Sctlto 

company, Esal Commodities in 
London. 

Till 13 March 196S. the day when 
Serbia was remanded to iudi«aal 
custody by Delhi's metropolitan 
magnate K.C. Lohla. (be CBI had 
received documents of the cesc 
from only one of the three Indies 
banks: The Pusiab National Bank. 
AU files of transactions with Esal 


and confidential reports of (he 
bank on (he case have been handed 
over to (he CBI. This evidence is 
being examined and Se(hia i$ being 
interrogated in his cell at (he Tihar 
jail. However, documenis from (he 
rwo other banks, the Central Bank 
of India and the Union Bank of 
India, are still to reach the CBI. 

A day before he was remanded lo 
judicial custody, the CBI filed their 
first criminal case against Sethia. 
The case (No, RC IBS) was reg¬ 
istered with the chief metropolitan 
magistrate, Calcutta. It charges 
Sethia with forging a false passport 
under the name of Raj Kumar 
Dugar and also accuses him of 
attempting to flee the country 
under a false name on 2 March. 
Now, befortf he maximum period 
of 90 days when the judicial re¬ 
mand will expire, the CBI will have 
to examine all evidence against 
Sethia and file cases in Indian 
oourti, before th* k«al ^irocers 
Britain can begin. 

New Md. 
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KEftALA 

Tug Of War in the UDF 


Jn/ighting in Jhc UDF hampers administration 


T he contradiciory claims of the 
coalition partners of the United 
Democratic fronT (UDF; mmisiry is 
siaJhnK (he smooth functioniiifi of 
the administranon and forcing (he 
government to eat humble pie at 
everv stage. The latest political stunt 
comes from the Indian Union Muslim 
league (lUML) and ihe fourmember 
Naiional Democratic Party of (he 
high caste NaJr Hindus, liie lUML 
claimed a Rajya Sabha seat from the 
(WO which were represented by UDF 
partners. CongresstI) and the Kerala 
Congjess. They had no claim what* 
soever on the seat but if was pari of 
the by*now*cofflmon ruse adopted by 
all the parties in the UDF, to get 
“benefits " As “reward" for with 
I drawing their claim to the seat, (he 
l\)Mt forced the government to with* 
^ draw two important measures. 

The Governor K Ramachandran 
i had announced m his speech before 


(he budget session that the Public 
Works Department would he vplit for 
administrative convenience. The 
PWD portfolio IS handed by deputy 
chief minister and iUML leadei, 
Avukaderkutty Naha, who gave the 
green signal (u the proposal thus 
paving the way for part of (he depart* 
ment iv gu to Congress! 11 irrigation 
minister, M.P. Gangadharan. But the 
lUML rank and file, however, was 
not willing to yield a “profitable" 
part of (heir minisiry. Another Bill 
which the lUML forced the govern* 
mem to withdraw is the Kerala Pri* 
vaie Koresu (vesting and assign* 
mem) Amendment Bill which 
aims to reopen cases against North 
Kerala landowneri^ (mainly Muslims) 
who had, through court cases, re* 
claimed forest land taken over by the 
state government. The Achuta 
Menon government through the 
Kerala Private Forests (vesting and 


BUSINESS 


I Deeper in the Red _ 

! Disastrous performance by stafe^govemment owned firms 


M ismanagement, negligence and 
callousness by the state-owned 
companies in Kerala has resulted In a 
disastrous performance in 19S3-S4 
with only one of the seven major 
companies showing a profit. These 
seven companies, under the Kerala 
State Industrial Enterprises Limited 
suffered a total loss of Rs 473.79 
lakhs compared to a loss of Rs 227,93 
lakhs the previous year. 

That the state government indus* 
tries department lacks proper man* 
agemenc techniques is evident from 
the fact that most union government 
enterprises in Kerala have per¬ 
formed well. The Fertilisers and Che¬ 
micals Limited, for instance, showed 
a significant improvement by traps 
forming a lrM« of Rs ?li lakhs id 
1982-83 to a marginal profit of Rs 
10.94 lakhs. Hindusthan Latex Li* 
mited. manufacturers of Niriidh con* 
traceptives earned a profit of Rs 
82.97 lakhs last year and capacity 
utilisation reached an all rime hi^ 
of 98.3 per cent. Instrumentation 
Limited which menulactures control 
valves, safety relief valves and ocher 


equipment recorded a growth laia of 
13 per cent and the sales turnover 
increased from Rs 1260.63 lakhs to 
Rs 14a$.8$ lakhs in 198344. The 
unit’s net profit before taxation was 
Rs 296.72 lakhs. Another union gov* 
eminent venture. Modem Food In* 
dustries, is also operating with a 
profit of over Rs 73 lakhs this year. 

The Kerala governmenrs indust¬ 
rial plans are evidently bogged down 
by red tape as io the case of the 
Small Industries Service Insciiute. 
The institute prepares about 100 re* 
ports on reserved industries, ten in* 
duscry prospect sheets and 14 all- 
India reports. The technical consul¬ 
tancy service of the institute orga* 
nised three seminars and one open 

house discussion on “nondestructive 
testing of castings." Officers of the 
institute took part in 14 plant-level 
committee meetings and visited 20 
units to “explore the possibilities of 
further aocillansation." Yet, in one 
year, the institute has identified only 
nine new items for ancUiery dtval^ 
ment at a considerable expense. 

The coir industry whi^ employs 


assignment) Act 1971 had taken over 
nearly two lakh hectares of forest 
land in North Kerala to be given to 
the landless but the Muslim landown¬ 
ers struck back through the courts 
and got back nearly 60,000 hectares 
of the land. The new Bill would help 
the government to fight these cases 
again with foolproof evidence but 
the chief minister cepltulated before 
Muslim landowners' interest and has 
promised to withdraw the Amend* 
mem Bill. The landless will have to 
wait while the UDF changes its atti¬ 
tude. 

Three legislators of the National 
T>emocriiTK Harry recently wanted 
rbeir minisrenal nominee to be drop* 
ped and threatened to quit the party. 
After efforts fur a reconciliation 
failed, (he chief minister asked the 
NDP health minisi<%r, Ramachandran 
Naif to go on lea^*, to avoid a show* 
down The minister's faction has 
threatened dire consequences if he is 
dismissed. Meanwhile, in an interest¬ 
ing development, the Marxist MLA 
VsrkaU Radhekriihnan gave notice 
for e privilege motion in the House 
alleging (hat the health minister 
"has bwn wilfully prevented from 
presenting himself before the 
House " 

mum Sefw, Tfhmmvm 


4.30 lakh workers is facing a shortage 
of coconut husks and the decline in 
demand of coir pi*oducts. Coconut 
husks procured last year was about 
Rs six crores less in value in 1983 and 
in a desperate effort to better the 
plight of coir workers, cooperative 
societies including aienufaccuring 
societies have been formed, bringing 
about 52 per cent of the work force 
under its wing, 

The Kerala State Roed Transport 
Corporation is also facing numerous 
problems. Recently, the govanunent 
announced the division of the cor¬ 
poration into five sections, but the 
plans had to be withdrawn a week 
after the announcement due to a 
strike threat by transport unions. 
Successive governments in Kerala 
have made it a “habit" to nationalise 
routes without having buses to run 
on them. In fact, the city transport 
system in Trivandrum, the stale's 
capital, is so poor that commuters 
hsv« to wmit ovoff (wo hours each dey 
to reach destinations less ^an ten 
kilometres away. However, the novel 
suggestion by the CongressfU MLA 
M.M. Hassan In the Assembly recent¬ 
ly to float cooperatives for the unem- 
ployad for running bum In tha city 
was not accepted by transport mlnie 
ter SujiUertsan Nadar. 
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to touch Rs 90. Wiliiamstm 

firmed up to Rs 92, Warrets Te.i shsit 
up frOMi R» 4i to R> fH>. Vi'M'n FU*tJ To¬ 
nics touched Rs (A. Ltpiou Iiuha from 
Rs 29.touched Rs ^9. while Hind 
Motors, denounced pri'vuiuvly hy 
speculators, soured from Rs .^K.50 to 
Rs 46 m the post-buditot tradsn*;. "I 
have never seen the m»irket move 
like this,” said Shtishikitut Doshi. 
'Thestock market always works in 
amteipatiun of the future. The mar¬ 
ket had responded lu the live per 
cent corporate (Uk cut oi tins war 
and the next year as well Tho luture 
of most industries is bnplii " Dc^shi 
felt that the rest of the war would 
alvo be bullish 

The speculative splurKc* Imth ir\ 
Bombay and Calcutta prompted the 
stock exchange authorities in modify 
conditions to curb the runiiway rise 
in values, initially, ihc Calcutta 
Stock Exchanae (CSEi aiiihoritiOH 
forbade speculative trnti'tuchoii't in 
Tata Tea. asking broker^ to s(|u.ire 
up transactions and submit dutiy 
accounts of purchaser and sjlv« Av a 
result, the rise in ’I'aiu Ttii was 
restrained to Rc 90 Next, the* author- 
Hies in Calcutta halted ti.idin^ in 11 
other scrip an ' finally fio/.e ihe 
entire hand delivery seciurn. asking 
the brokers tn wait befoiv the }MV- 
menis were finally made. 

Mr S.L. Bardhan. prvsuh nr ot the 
CSE felt that thiv lumiwjv iivnd 
poses a threat to the tcchmc.il txisi- 
(ion of (he market Mocr irarkrrmen 
felt that with the eiituc* yiMi 's prog 
ressionbemgconcentmted in h stogie 
clearing, must scrip hod sooied by 
R$ IQ and 20. Short sdlei.s were 
reduced to hectic shori Lovcimg, 
Coupled with bull suppori. ihe rnur* 
ket stretched all limii^ As d icsuli. 
short sellers yielded ^mie Rs 13 
crores (unofficial soune) ii> The pro¬ 
cess. 

Mr Bardhan was of ih<‘ opmum ihdt 
this boom was basically dur i<> cer¬ 
tain operators from tho {tjininudiiy 
market who had mado qutck gums 
there and capitalized on iIk- stocks 
boom. Moreover, tho bullish mier 
pretation of the huilgei along with 
higher advice from lliiUI Street 
lifted pivoials. As a resuU, the Busi¬ 
ness Stsndard share pricv index 
which was 189.3 on 30 July Inst year, 
192.3 on 28 December and ZW before 
(he budget, shot up tu aJmosT 220 on 
29 March. ' ine market semimeni is 
exceptionally strong,” said Shailesh 
Mansali of Stewart and Company in 
Calcutta. *TUe extent of speculation 
It so vast chat operators will readily 
buy 1000 shares of a particular scrip 
in forward trading but will not ven« 
tore to pick up delivery of even 100 
ehares!" 

Medv CateuttJ 


STOCK MARKETS 


A Post-budget Boom 


Buiiish trend in share prices 

W hile economists vrere lauding [ 
V.P. Singh for his innovative | 
budget and the chief minister of ' 
West Bengal Jyoti Basu denouncing | 
it as 'anri'people,’ the stock markets ; 
all over the country were gearing up 
for one of the biggest tijis seen in 
recent times. V.P. Singh's budget 
may have been to the inconvenience 
of the common man, with the rise in 
petrol prices but the industrial sector 
of the country couldn’t have hoped 
for a better budget. 

The finance minister's carrot for 
the industries included an increase 
in the assets limit for MRTP com 
panies from Rs 20 crores to Rs 100 
crores, an increase in (he wealth tax 
exemption limit from Rs une>and-a 
half lakhs ro Rs two and a half lakhs 
as i cut in the top rate to two per 
cent, and a reduction by five per cent 
in the structure of corporate taxation 
in the country. To tup it all, the 
minister announced that corporate 
tax the Following year would be 
further reduced by five per cent, 
while in the third year he proposed 
to do away with surcharge on income 
tax payable by companies. Among 
the other direct incentives, the 
estate duty and the Compulsory De¬ 
posit Scheme (CDS) were abolished. 

The budget, in addition, de- 
licensed 25 broad sectors of the m 
duscry so that procedural delays 
were cut to the minimum in sectors 
where maximum capacity was ra* 
quired. This included elactronic 
equipment, machine tools, leather 
goods, steel structurals, drugs and 
drug intermediaries. For the tea in¬ 
dustry, the companies concerned 
were permitted to plough back 20 
per cent of their profits for replanta¬ 
tion. All these factors were directed 
at making the Indian industry more 
competitive and sensing the veering 
of the economy towards the laissei 
faire system, the stock markets in the 
country boomed. The word boom, 
however, would be an understate¬ 
ment. Most values recorded a rise 
seldom seen in the life of the market. 

Whai was initially regarded as a 
budget which "did not car^ a thing 
to promote investment in equity 
^res of companies and a sore dis¬ 
appointment to marketmen" re¬ 
sulted in an extraordinary s^eng- 
thaning of values. Among the first to 
raepond to the relief accorded to the 
tea indusiry-^arkannen had antici¬ 


pated just the reverse—-was Tata 
Tea. Having touched Rs 6d.7S at its 
lowest limit un the eve of the budget 
on nerviius bull liquidation and short 
selling, (he scrip soared to Rs 76 on 
the very evening the budget was 
announced. Pivotals were mainly 
traded in Calcutta that evening and 
with the exception of Peico Electro¬ 
nics. which climbed from Rs SO to 
around R$ SS within a few hours, few 
scrip recorded sizable gains im¬ 
mediately. 

On 17 March, must scrip began (o 
shake off their lethargy. Tata Tea 
hid by now lifted to Rs 80 on kerb 
trading. Assam Frontier changed 
hands around Rs S2, a rise of Rs four. 
Doom Dooma improved from R$ 67 (o 
Rs 78. while George Williamson 
strengthened by Rs eight to Rs 84. By 
the end of the week, more precisely 
21 March, the stock markets in Bom¬ 
bay and Calcutta had recorded un¬ 
precedented gains ACC. Rs 411 on 
the day uf the budget, had touched 
Rs 440, Colgate from Rs 197.50 
moved to Rs 244. Indian Organic had 
advanced from Rs 62 to Rs 7], Ing- 
ersolt Rand had progressed from 
189 tu Rs 221, Reliance Textiles had 
moved ahead from Rs 143.S0 to Rs 
165.50, SPIC had climbed from Rs 
55.25 to Rs 63.25 and Indrol had shot 
up from Rs 120 to Rs 161! 

In Calcutta. Tata Tea went ahead 
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TIBET 


A Chinese Takeover 


Tibetans are becoming a minority in their own land 


S ince May 19^4. over SO,000 
Chinese workers have been 
brought into Tibei under the new 
economic prottromme, e feci that is 
worryinpi The IID.OOO Tibetan re* 
fugees in India, and their emigre* 
government based in Dharamsala in 
Himachal Pradesh, as it means the 
' reversal of the Chinese policy of 
! I9b0. That year Hu Yaobans* (he 
secreiary senerr.! of the Chinese 
Communis* Partv (CCPi had toured 
, i'ibei and publicly apoloitised for us 
economic backwardness and failure 
I of the Chinese policies He also 
promised to withdraw per cem of 
! the Chinese cadres from Tiboi. Dur* 
infi ]^>'*\ and 19b2. some Chinese 
were sent back, bui now, the flow 
up pears to have been reversed. 
According to sources in Chine, the 
' new arrivals have replaced about 
j AO.OUC Tibetan workers employed by 
! the Lhasa municipality’s 16 labour 
! units and th'‘ Tilieian workers have 
been advised to find jobs in villages. 

. AIhiut 20.000 Tibetans in other rcivrns 
like Oartok. Xigutsav and (lyanrsey 
have also been replaced. The 
Chinese claim that the new arrivals 
are "technical ekperis" and '*s«mi- 
. skilled workeis" who have come to 
complete developmental projects in 
' 1ibet for which local people are not 
availalile. Bur the refugees do not 
. think so. "How i trme these new arriV' 
als have dif^lodged manual Tibetan 
workers from jobs.” ask Tibetan 
youths. 

Refugee sources <<dd (hut the new 
! settlers are young mules who have 
I been promised higher living ^lan* 
! darcis and permanent stay in Tibet by 
I the Chinese authorities if they marry 
I Tibetan women. Tibet watchers feel 
I that it 1 $ 0 part of an overall strategy 
; by Beijing to make Tibetans a minor* 
j ity in their own land. To substantiate 
1 their argument, they cite (he exam 
pie of four principal minority groups 
in China, including the Manchus of 
Manchuria and the Mongols of inner 
Mongolia, who have now been 
swamped by Chinese Hans m their 
own lands. In i9S0. Chinese settlers 
formed four per cent of the Smkiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region. Now 
they form ^4 per cent of the popula 
Tion. 

Till 1950. T5>'' • in mdepcndrnf 
; country liiu hove any )!aii 
f population. The severely cold and 
dry climate and the absence of roads 
connecting China to Tibet had made 


Til>ei a remote and difficult land for 
the Hans But after the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) moved into 
Tibet in 19S0. Beijing began iiv poli¬ 
cy of colonisation of Tibet. First, *hey 
divided Tibet into the Tibet Autv-n* 
omous Region (TAR) and eleven 
autonomous districts and two auton¬ 
omous counties severing two-thirds 
of Tibet These areas were then 
merged with Chinese provinces. 
"The bulk of Tibet has st«ti>(icaUy 
vanished, making the remainder 
(TAR I seem small and msignifu am." 
vavs Tenrm Lhundup. an expert on 
Tibetan iiffairs 

During the last dO years, the erM 
while south-eastern and north¬ 
eastern districts of Tibet which have 
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been merged into the provinces of 
Sichuan and Chinghni. are being re- 
populated by Hans. So is TAR (U- 
Tsang. as the refugees call iti. where 
ahoui half a million Chinese civilians 
(three times the number of Tibetans) 
now* live There are also half a mil¬ 
lion PLA troops stationed in Tibet. 

The refugees are alarmed at the 
large scale arrests of Tibetans in 
TAR. Even Amnesty International 
(Al) m itv September 19B4 report has 

discussed the prisonei^of conscience 
detained m Tibet. These include: 
"Tibetan nationals detained on reli¬ 
gious grounds or accused of support- 
me regional independence, people 
>ir. call'd at various times for showing 
lovalty to the exiled spiritual leader 
of Tibetan Buddhists, the Dalai 
Cama, and other peaceful activities'' 


in Tibet. Refugee sources say (hat 
over 100.000 Tibetan political prison¬ 
ers are incarcerated in 17 major and 
numerous lesser or district level pris¬ 
ons. Tenrin Lhundup claims that 
Amdo (now Chinghai) houses Chi¬ 
na's largest network of prison camps, 
with over ten million inmetes. 

While (he Chinese are going about 
with the colonisation of Tibet, they 
have also initiated a dialogue with 
SO year old Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyat- 
sho, about his return and also of rhe 
Tibetan refugees to Tibet Besides 
three fact-finding missions from 
DharamvdU to Tibet In 1979 and 
1980, two delegations of the Dalai 
l^arna also visited Beijing in 

198^ and 1984 for talks. Both uf them 
have met with mi success. In fact, the 
1984 delegation was humiliated in 
Beijing because ihe Chinese publi¬ 
cised tu the press th * five conditions 
they have set for the Dalai Lama's 
return, before discussing ihem with 
it. The Chinese *<aid that the Dalai 
Lama was welcome to visit Tibet or 
vettle down in Chma "ro promote 
unity between the Han and Tibetan 
nationalities " But he would have to 
accept Chinese rule over Tibet, live 
in Beijing vKcein for occasional visits 
In return, he would he* nominated «is 
one ol the 2Z vice-chairmen of the 
National People’s Congiess, (the Par 
liament of Chin.ii like the Panchen 
Lama, who Ins been staying in Beij¬ 
ing since 1979. 

The Dalai Lama says ihai Tib<*t is 
geographically, racially, culturally 
and historically different from China 
and has never been an integral part 
of China However, the Chinese lead- 
disagree. "It wili never do for 
anvone m plav with (he idea of an 
independent Tibet." told Yang Jing 
ren, head of the United Front Work 
Deparimeni of the CCP. to the Dulai 
Lama's 1984 delegation. The Tibetan 
refugees aie genuinelv worried ab¬ 
out the deliberate attempts by the 
Chinese lu setile Han people in 
Tibet. The refugees fear that if col¬ 
onisation goes OR unchecked fur 
another two or three decades, the 
Tibetans would not only become a 
minority but also pulitically insignlfi 
cant. 

The only ihmg which may slow 
down (he colonisation of Tibet, is the 
harsh climara to which Hart.s adjust 
with great difficulty. The high cost of 
living and lack of modern facilities, 
especially in rural areas are other 
discouraging factors Ihe worst prob¬ 
lem IS (he hostile altitude of Tibe¬ 
tans towards Hans. Despite 50 years 
of Chinese presence lu Tibet, the 
local populaiion rarely mix with the 
Hans. 

AJ. PhataerMto 
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On the Road to Prosperity 


But racial tensions are causing problems 

P rime Minisrer Datuk Mahathir 
Mohemmed may aot have the 
overpowering magnetism of Tunku 
Abdul Rahaman, the builder of mod* 
vn Miliyaii, but he does have a 
certain amount of charisma. Malay* 
aiant fondly remember him to be the 
man who led the Barisan Nasiona) 

(National Front) coalition to a run¬ 
away victory in the 19S2 general 
elections and brought economic 
proipanty to the country. 

The Mahathir government has 
kept the economy afloat by increas¬ 
ing the exports of its rich natural 
resources like tin. rubber, palm oil, 
timber and by producing enough pet- Detail MataUfr 

roleura to meet its internal require- --— 

mams. With its per capita income of (Pt$) and tht 
$2,000, Malaysia's standard of living ty 1DAP>. T1 
is higher than any other South or of a Ian 

South East Asian country apart from Chinese who 
Singapore. According to economists, the country'i 
the standard of living in Malaysia has 1*^”- 
not only bean rising but also rising ' 
equably. There are indications that . n.,,TCf\ vii. 
by the time the fourth Malaysian UNIT€0 Klh 
economic plan is complete, the eco' 
nomy will register e growth rate of ja 
€.7 per cent end will ^ poised for a ■aO 

great leap forward. 

But the government continues to . 

face a number of problems. It is 
imperative that the country should /ogjit Sifl^ 
have peace ana stability in order to 
continue the economic revival and 
for that cloae cooperation between Jagjii 

the three major constituents of the Restyled ** 
ruling coalUior^the Cnifed Malay public of Khi 
National Organisation (UMNO), lyinthegarl 

Malay Chinese Association (MCA) specially su 

and the Malay Indian Congress ence in Lcn 
(MIC)—is necessary. Unless this ran message of ** 
be ensured, emphasises Maharnir. to "my peopi 
Who is also the president of the distributed i 
UMNO, the dominant partner in the left no doul 
ruling front, the ambitious develop- carry on am 
reent plans of the government will this counto* 
not succeed. given to him 

But the UMNO’s allies, notably the - 

MCA, have been affected by inner- Singh t 

party bickerings which have promp* 
ted the deputy Prime Mioister Musa 
Hitam to state that the MCA would 
do wall to "opt out of the Barisan (the 
rultng national front)" for a while 
and utilise (ha time to clear its 
internal problems. The national from 
leadnship feel that if the MCA fails 
to come to terms with itself, it is 
likely to affect the ruling alliance 
and help the oppoeitioa pirtiaa—t>M 
fundamentalist Islam Sa-Malaysia 


The suggestion by the deputy 
Prime Minister reflects the govern¬ 
ment’s concern tor maintaining the 
country’s delicately balanced multi 
racial political structure. The govern¬ 
ment has obviously not forgotten the 
lesson Malaysia bad of the commun¬ 
ist insurgency supported by the 
Chinese or the 1969 race-riots, the 
worst in the country's history. The 
Malaysian Communist Party (MCP) 
remaioi ective, particularly along 
(he Thajland-Malaysia border areas 
and ethnic tensions in the country 
(hough below the surface, continue 
10 iiamer. 

Whet has alarmed the Malaysian 
fovernfnent is Chine’s financial 
•sslfUnce to the MCP As the Prime 
Minister said during his visit to Au- 
strelie last August. "China has failed 
to withdraw its political support to 
the various insurgent movements In 
South-East Asia including the Melay* 
slen Communist Parry whose mem¬ 
bership if predomliiantly ethnic 
Chineae.* This explains why the gov¬ 
ernment it concerned about the 
MCA's continued infighting as every 
supporter the MCA loses to the DAP 
and the MCP could be a potential 
source of trouble. 


(P s$) a nd t he Democrat! c Action Par¬ 
ly (DAP). The DA? enjoys the sup¬ 
port of a large portion of the ethnic 
Chinese who comprise 36 per cent of 
the country’s population if lS.2 mil 
lion. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


A Plot to Kill Rajiv Gandhi? 

/agjif Singh Chauhon denies the Blitz report 


D r Jagjii Singh Chau ban. the self 
styled "President" of the "Re¬ 
public of Khalistan" emerged recent¬ 
ly in the garb of a man of peace. In a 
specially summoned press confer¬ 
ence in Lemdon he gave a clear 
message of "peace and brotherhood* 
to "my people." But (he literature he 
distributed at the press conference 
left no doubt of his intentions to 
carry on anti-Indian propaganda in 
this country* thanks to the licence 
given to him for the pitfpose by the 

Sh^ ChMiM 


I 

I 


British government. 

The immediate purpose of the 
press conference was Dr Chauhan's 
intention to reiute an anicle in Jfliu 
on 9 March which warned of an 
alleged plot to kill Prime Minister 
Rajiv Oandhi in Paris. Dr Chauhan 
said, "The report in BJiri on 9 March 
is a total fabrication. I stand for the 
sovereign entity of the Sikh nation 
which the Indian government finds 
inconvenient. Therefore I am 
branded a termri$i...lt is well known 
(hat 1 am a pacifist and disapprove of 
violence. 1 want to place on record a 
categcwical denial (hat there is any 
plot hatched in Khalistan House to 
assassinate Rajtv Gandhi during his 
tour or at any other time or for that 
matter to assasainate anybody else." 

Observers present at the press con¬ 
ference felt that Dr Jagjit Sin^ 
Cbauhan had called the meeting, 
only because of the preuure put on 
him by the British government. 









iUiH Nandi iccmK dbteiar af Nfty T«te mWk 

fathacRiJ Kapoor <kfl» and Hmm HoffMM (r%bll, wtke 
launehloto/OHCOBpooy'i J>D l(4avtilM to Nc« MU 


Media Watcher 
Extraordinary 

T h« death o^ Iqbal 
Malik, h4, the nnic4 
media critiv will <r^>aie 
quite R vuciium in the cri* 
tics' circle. A fnrmei riepu- 
ty director itenerul uf 
Doordarshen. Mahk kept 
the ufficial dispenser*^ <>( 
information and entemiD' 
ment on their roe% wah bis 

Dance of Life 

C haiidralekha with her 
siarthnft vvhite hair 
and her hauruiu^:, beauti 
fvl face IS herself a 
celebration ot life, 'fhe 
danseuse extraordinary 
who captivated Kiirope 
with partner Adonis—like 
partner Kama Dev some 
years ago—stunned audi* 
ences m Bombay with her 
*Angika’ recently. Con* 
ceivfd. choreographed 
and directed by her, 'Angi- 
ka’ puts (he body and in¬ 
novation back into the 
centre of the dance Since 
hei return to the dance 
stage last vear. after dab< 
bling in various things id 
the meantime, Chan* 
dralekha has in the world 
of dance created quite a 
stir hy stripping Bharat* 
natyani of the merely dc* 
corative or ornamental 
and fcruitig m on the eu* 
ence and the essential. It 
is, as she says. '*dance di¬ 
vested of esoteric, lOaah 
iied, sublimated, erchi 


incisive pen Seldom one 
to mince words. Malik had 
recently become quite a 
severe critic of D^rdar* 
shan, knowing as he did 
The scene from Inside rhai 
red brick building m Mew 
Delhi. He set up the first 
TV training school in the 
country. His demise will 
be a loss to his wife. Amita 
Malik, herself a noted 
critic. 


sive notions of origin and 
reinterpreted in terms of 
the poetry and power in 
the bodies of men and 
women. ** Chandralekha 
gives us the traditions of 
dance and the body lan¬ 
guage in Indio—and a song 
of tbe self in all the Whit* 
manesque sweep end 
verve. 


v< 
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Understanding 

Imfla 

P laying Holi in Vrioda- 
van can lead to colour¬ 
ful encounters. Moira 
Moynihan, the efferves* 
cent daughter of former 
US envoy to India, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan was like 
a giggling rainbow io Vrin- 
davan during Holi when 
she came across Rajiv 
Sethi, the festival man 
who has exported movable 
mefes in the past. Mrs 


Another 

Ascent 

N ew Zealand could not 
have sent a better nan 
than Sir Edmund Hillary 
to Mew Delhi 10 break the 
ice: New Zealand closed 
down Its High Commission 
in India thm ydars ago 
for reasons said to be eco¬ 
nomic. Muldoon, the pre¬ 
vious Prime Minister. blew 
hoc and cold and Sir 
Edmund will be the first 
High Commissioner after 
the interlude. This man of 
the moimtains who was 
the first along with Tenz¬ 
ing Norgay to scale the 
summit ^ the Everest is a 
familiar and well-loved 
face in the country having 
returned a number of 
times—whether it is to 
lead expeditions down tbe 
Conga on rafts or visit 
friends or one of his 
favourite citiaa« Calcutta. 


Moynihan is now the spe¬ 
cial assistant to Sethi for 
the Folk Life Festival 
which will be held in the 
foyer outside the vener¬ 
able Smithsonian Institute 
in Washington DC this fall. 
Inside, there will be Aditi, 
a celebration uf life a Iti 
Indiennt, There is even an 
organisation called 
Friends of Aditi Society in 
the US which has as its 
members Mrs Moynihan 
and Mrs Shankar Bejpai, 
wife of the Indian envoy to 
Washington DC. 


Edmto nwy 

This is also (he moun¬ 
taineer diplomat's first 
regular job, beekeeping 
and farming were previous 
preoccupations. Among 
Hillary's priorities is to in¬ 
crease the trade between 
the two countries, not 
fr'rgeding the human fac¬ 
tor. 


Kapoor’s Latest 


N othing abour rhe Raj 
KopiMir cUn, thv girth 
included, can be one* 
dimensjonul Kitu Manda 
of Niky Tasha fame does 
not go in fur simple televi* 
aions, The one she laun. 
ched, with Papw Kapoor, 
looking like o bvnign god 
father at her aide, in late 
March ix Vl>. pnevd at Rs 
9,300 with fiinr pairs of 
giaises, unc Jen^ green, 
the uthei red. The I T‘ tele 
vision wa^ duly garluniled 
and a rWak wan put on it. 
Raj Kapoor ^nid m hi*. 


SPOTLIGHT 


vote of thanks that India 
had two sacred rivers: the 
Cange and the Jamuna 
and that he hoped the tri¬ 
butary of his family, his 
Ritu, would flow on 
smoothly and do good 
work. Kapoor has obvious¬ 
ly forgotten his .Sangam. 

Ritu's new television re¬ 
quires a third angle—the 
3-D technology has been 
provided by a West Ger¬ 
man firm, Abdy. whose 
chairman Hasso Hoffman 
was present at the laun¬ 
ching. India is the first 
country outside West Ger¬ 
many to Acquire this tech¬ 
nology. 



VARIETY 



This India 



BANGALORE: Lions th« Banerghat 
la National Hark near here wil! under- 
go vasectomy to prevent deformiiiea in 
ihe progeny caused in breeding. 
According to Mr K.M K Appayya» 
chief wiJdlife warden, the park had 
obtained nine Unns from the Mysore 
zoo of which three died. Inbreeding 
among the lions—a mixture of African 
and Indian breeds—had caused defor¬ 
mities and >omc cubs were born cn|h 
pled, he said. At tempts to secureot her 
liuns from tons in exchange for those 
at the park also proved futile—77ie 
Searchfrghr tK.P. Roy, Patna) 

JAMMU: Jagdish Chander of Aligarh 
has chosen tn unusual way of pilgrim¬ 
age to Valshnodevi. He crawls his way 
to the holy shrine. By the time he 
entered this holy city on 9 March, he 
had crawled 1,400 km, taking IS 
months to do it—Hie Times of Indio 
(Hardeep Siogh GIU, Chandigarh) 

TlRUPATl' A Hyderabad'based Mus¬ 
lin business magnate recently offered 
to the Tirumala Timpatl Devasrh 
anams 108 flowers made of gold (oils 
worth over Rs five lakhs with a re¬ 
quest to use them for Lord Venkates- 
wara at the time of archana. Accor¬ 
dingly the temple authorities are using 
them every Tuesday at the time of the 
Ashtoththan iVama Archana, an early 
morning rirual—The Hindu (S. Jayara- 
man, Thanjavur) 

RAMANATHAPURAM: The Rama 
nachapuram district collector, S. G\xni 
murtlid, who has been confronted with 
die problems created by the unpre¬ 
cedented influx of the Sri Lankan 
Ttmih. has been called upon ro per¬ 
form the functions of a •marriage 
broker/' Talking to newsman hart oo 6 
Maruh, ha said he had raceived a letter 
recently from a young Malaysian 


businessman, expressing bis desire to 
marry any ooe ^ (he refugee girlx who 
had reached India. The 28year old 
businessmen. Mohan, had left the 
selection of a bride to Mr fluruiuur 
thl's choice—The Ttoies uf Sndu (D.N 
Rajan. Kalwai 

BOMBAY: If the business of insuroiice 
is ail about protect Ing man from the 
acts of God. the Indian insurance in¬ 
dustry is one up on Its counterparts 
elsewhere, it is indemnifying the 
Lord’s property against (he acts of 
man. The lemplc of Lord Venkates 
wara «4op the hill at Tirumalai in 
Andhra Pradesh is fully insured foi a 
•few crorrs*' of rupees by the Uniiod 
India Assurance Com pan v. The Tiru- 
maUi Tirupati Devasihanams tTTDi 
which administers the temple proper 
ly. has also insured the jewellery on 
the idols agaiUM thefi-Suvrness 5ran- 
dofd (R. K. Jaisansaria. Cakuttaj. 

RAJKOT: Not a single vote was cast ai 
Ribda booth of Condal Assembly con¬ 
stituency in Rajkot district The di$ 
irici collector. Mr Devendra Kumar 
Sikrl, said that nu one exercised his 
franchise—fndia/i Express (Amarjeei 
Singh BhaiiA, Uehra Dun) 

CALCUTTA, After nearly 26 years a 
suit, filed in Calcuita High Coun on 2R 
May 19S9. came up for hearing on 12 
March, The plaintiff, Mr Dhiraj Gbosh, 
prayed fur a declaration that he was 
still in class 1 service of the central 
government and that the order of 
temination of his services was illegal. 
Mr Ghosh was the regional tourist 
officer, posted in Calcutta, when his 
services were terminated on 26 
September 195S. He was to have re¬ 
tired from the service in March 1967— 
77ie Statesman <Arun Gupta, Calcutta) 

NAGPUR: A former Class IV em¬ 
ployee and a minisier^s chauffeur will 
be among tbe new legislators taking 
oath as members oi tbe Maharashtra 
Legislauve Assembly later this month 
(March). Mr Harisfa More (Cong-S). 
who was elected from the Tiroda (re¬ 
served) cocisriluency in Bhandxra dis¬ 
trict. was until recently a Class IV 
government servant filling overhead 
water tanks at the MLA hostels here 
A warm welcome awaits him frora bis 
former colleagues when he comes to 
stay in that hostel as an MLA. Mr 

Ramdas Gaikwad (Cong), who won 
from Akola, was a chauffeur of the 
stale mmister, Mr Ajhar Hussain, who 
did not got the peny ticket this time. 
Mr Husaain not only proposed Mr 
Gaikwad's name io (be nomination 
ptpa^ but Ml in the driver’s seat to 
caapaign for his former driver—The 
Timet of India (S. K. Sinha. Delhi; 


Wa Pa sQW M iw* aw* Mr 


Without Comment 


I feel the- fin«ime minister is ))ke a 
punching bag. At the firsi sight, 
(here in an tiiMiiativv desire to 
give him a putu h- V.H. Singh, 
union finance itiiniNter. in 7Vie 
Tehfirdph 

I don't undursiand his English. 
PoNSiUly he (Kajiv Guiulhii knows 
better <nue he bad studied in 
Cambridge--Jy 011 Basu, on Rajiv 
Gandhi's statement that the 
CPhM) was explnitmg Cakurra 

I icU you, it's a good competition, 
heehhv lumpetiiion Whoever 
wins, will have no grouse but the 
competition shunld continue— 
RAmakrishna Megde. on the evoi- 
pclKinri betwoeit the two ’Mi 
Cleans.* Rajiv Gandhi and him¬ 
self, 111 ('uneni 

Oppusiiinii politics IS a hard 
thing. It re<iuires great patience 
and enduranve —Chandra 
Shekhar m 4 via week 

Comrades, ih.s man (Gnrbacliev) 
has a nice smile, but he's got iron 
teeth—Andrei Gromyko, speak- 
itig to members of the Soviet 
Communist Party Central Com¬ 
mittee on ] 1 March, in The Inter 
national Herald Tribune 

It's only in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh that elections tend to 
be noisy affairs Maybe because 
we are such noky people—ZU-ul 
Haq in Pnthe India 



As First Lady I'm an accident—an 
accident of beln^ married to the 
President—Imelda Marcos, wife 
of President Marcos of the Philli- 
pines, U'. isxaweek 

How shall i compare my experi¬ 
ence in Calcutta...it is like Saul’s 
journey through Dimascua. My 
eyes opened in India and 1 real¬ 
ised in what terrible, frightful 
circumstances we are living— 
Gunter Grass in The Tifustrared 
Weekly of iedfe 
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A8ICS (16 A0f1U14 MIVI Trws 
fs a lucky lo» rno$i oi 
^ you Qu&nessiTien anO D'O* 

lessiondis wih m8k« $ieady 
h progress Sponsmeo eop 

creative anisis will siso prosper during ihis 
phase The domesi^c Iron: will rern*o 
peaceful The pnaee ta also favourable fo* 
marriage negoliatioos However, your 
I lioanciai proapecis are not $0 brignt Yom 
I headh will add lo your worries this week 
! Legal problems pertaining lo property will 
I bother you 

I Oeel deles: 6. 10 ano \z 
I Luetty numdsn t. a and 9 
fivourebit dtreellen; hiorih eaei 


(IS togeii.-ia Sipitm* 

Professionals are 
adwsed to relram from laking 
js^vY liesly decisions regarding 
Iheir career. Do ool tose your 
temper and deal with Ihose al ttome sym- 
palheiicalty Social engagemerxs wki keep 
you busy during the weekend bul do noi 
rrNH busmess with pleesure Lovers w<H hr^ t 
ihis period favourable Yoi^r health wiH also 
improve markedly bul do not negleci your 
diet Your 1inanc«ei prospects wiH look up 
this week 

GeM daler 0. 9 ar>d lO 
LaefeV ftomeefs: 3 S and € 

Pmurella dirtcliea: South west 


■ SACITTARIUS (15 DiClitlar— 
14 Janiiarv) ’^ha stars shine 
brighiiy or> all your eftoris this 
week Push your business 
and prolessionaf interests to 
the uimost A leiter towards the middle of 
the week will bring pteasani surprise. At 
home your wile and children will Oe a 
source uf iuy lo you Tcxjr financial pros* 
pens ;tre aisu bnghi. A pleasure fnp will 
rwove liruncikiiy proliiabie This is also a 
U 'od peirfKl foi kive end marriage negolia* 
iiOi 

Soee delar 7 9 and 12 
Lucky rtamban. i. t and 4 
Faveurabia dlraeUee: Wesi 


I IT" —)■ TAdRUS (1$ May-U Ml 

above tha age of 35 
yeera should keep s vig<lani 
eye on their heanh. 
Businessmen should be 
wury^oecaption while proiessioneis 
should be cautious while dealing with their 
superiors Your financial prospects, 
however, will brighten bul avoid eidrava' 
gance Social engagements win keep you 
busy during the weekend Those ebove the 
age of 4h should be careful of iheir health 
and diet 

Good dates: 7, 9 and 4 
Lucky fismbirs: 5. 5 and 7 
Fsvserabtf diraetloe; West 


[7/^^ VIRGO (tft taptenber—14 
Odol ei ) Fnends end letatrves 
r I wkl be very helpful to YOU 
^ 7^ Businessmen wR gst oppor 
lumiies to expend ihe^r bus* 
ness Those unemptoyed ere kkety to got 
lObs A promotion cannot be luleo out lor 
those employed m the pubkc sector Then 
also a good penod for marriage negoie* 
lions A letter wiM bfmg good tidings But do 
r>oi riegteci your health or d>ei AvokI 
unnecessary arguments with those at 
home 

Bead dam: 9. 10 and 11 
lucky sufibert: i. a and G 
FavsersM dlrecStw: East 


r CAPRICORN (IS 4anuary-14 

L .wl I eventful week 

r. \*y f'f** ahead of you Yog wiN 
[a gam money or properly 

through a sudden stroke oi 
loriuno Businessmen wiif bag fucrahve 
corilracfs whrie professionals will earn the 
praise of their superiors Dispuies reiaimg 
lo property witi be solveO amicably m yojr 
levuur This ly the idedi time 10 get married 
Your hesilti will also irnprove A pleasure 
irip wh 0 \ you weie looking forward to is in 
the ofiirHj 

Goad dftti: a 10 and 13 
leaky numbtn: 4 5 ar>d 0 
Favearible dirscllen; Sou(h>east 


GEMINI (U Nne-14 Ml 
This is a week of m^xed 
^ V fortunes At home someone 
r/jy^ ciosn lo you may misunoer* 
stand you Sludenis are 
advised noi to fniter away precious iirrve 
Pinancillly this is not a good week and 
busmessmen m paiicuiar should avoid 
risky linancial deals However, this is a 
lavoorabte phase for prolessionais. a 
promotion or e posting lo a place of your 
choice cartnoi be ruled out Your health wiK 
improve 

Good dilis: 9. 11 and I3 
Lucky numNrt: b. 7 and d 
Nvovribls dlrfCHon; South 


B IIIRA (15 Gslobtr—14 
Nevember) This is an excel 
lent week for Ihose «n lovo 
go ahead with mamage 
plans Cieative artists wli 
also find this penod lavouiabte Yourlman- 
oaf prospects look br>ghl but try and save 
someihir>g for the ramy days At home your 
chttdren ar>d relatwes wik keep you happy 
If you have legei problems pursue (hem 
during Ihs period Watch your heakh 
Closely and consud a doctor el the sbghiest 
tndicahon of diScomfon 
Seed dates: u I2 and I3 
tacky nwnbert: 6. 6 and 9 
FevotKSkia diracoec rvo>ih-west 


B AQUARIUS (16 February—14 

Mercti) From the financial 
point pi view Ihis r$ not e 
gnm week The domestic 
front will also boiher you. 
bpecuiaiive ventures will noi yield levour* 
able results However, there i$ good news 
lor those employed in government con* 
earns a promoiion or a posting to a better 
place 1 $ in the offing. This is also a 
lavourabie phase for counship and mar* 
tiage negotiations A pleasure trip will 
prove financially profitable. 

Good duet; 9. n and i2 
Lucky iwmben; 2, 3 and 8 
FaveuraMs direettea: North 


B CANCER (15 JalF-14 Aegeit) 

Success in ail your ventures 
IS a certainty for mosi of you 
this week. A |Ob iS m (he 
offmg lor those unemployed 
A promoiion osnnol be ruled out for those 
employed Businessmen should make (he 
most cut of this lucky penoo. This is also 
the ideal time lo gel married Parties wik 
keep you buey during the weekend but do 
not overstrain yourseff Ypur health wHI eMo 
l^ove markedly A oieaseni surprise lain 
■n 1o< moil of you this week. 

Si iHtt: 7. 6 end 9 
SI mrnmr. 2 . 4 and s 
nBnlle mmrn: Norm 


a SCORPIO (15 Nemnaer—14 I 

DeeefNber) a domestic up> i 
heavai may ceuee anxiery bui 
deal wiih those at homa oi- 
ptomaticaHy Your expeaa- 
(lons will not matenaMSA but do not get , 
depressed as things will hnghien up soon I 
However a sudden sfroke of tertune wiN 
enable you to repay most of your debts. ' 
This IS the ngfn phase (c maierieiise 
marriage plans Your heaflh wik also im¬ 
prove merkedly. A imr wM bnng pieasent 
surprise towerda ihe end of the week 
Gm 4 delae: 10 . 11 end 13 
LMly iiMim: e s end 9 

FiviinM MfecieB: Easi 


B V, PISCES (15 MtfCb—14 Aprtl) 
C> Oo not lake any crucial deci* 
y' sions this week. Piofesaiori* 
^ als sre advised to be tactful 
while dealing with their eu* 
penors. BuSmesamen should be wary of 
deception Lovers are adviaed to postpone 
marriage plans Rnanciaiiy this is a oiMk 
penod and you may have to borrow money 
to tide over this phase. However. Ihon 
unemployed are fikeiv to Fnd fObi. Your 
health is iikeiy to improve but do not 
negieci your diet 
GeM ieMa: 10. u and 13 
LMty iffiben; 1. 3 and 9 
FfVMnNIi iNMIaa: west 
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Older Motorists: A Problem? 

A re older motorists a 
greeter danger to 
other road-users than 
younger men and women 
at the wheel? In West Ger 
many, trafiic experts are 
increasingly feeling that 
older road-users could 
prove a growing problem', 
(hey are more accident- 
prone than (he average. The Americans, for instance, 
have found that women drivers, over 7S in pauicular, 
cause quite a number of accidents. And eye-specialists 
feel that more elderly people ought to be banned from 
driving at dusk or in the dark. Statistics show that II per 
cent of people in their SOs, 27 per cent of people in their 
60 b and 34 per cent of those over 70 cannot see properly 
at night. A Volkswagen survey states that S8 per cent of 
motorists over SO are mistakenly convinced their sight is 
all right. 

Experts say there are also typical mistakes old people 
make, especially when changing lanes, turning corners 
or respecting right of way. They attribute these mistakes 
to muscle (rouble; older people being less able to turn 
round and provarbially stubborn. However, Olaf 
Kiesewetter, West German lawyer and traffic offence, 
specialist, does not think so. "Motorists young and old 
make rhe same mistakes." He feels that accidents could 
be cut down by making older drivers feel relaxed at the 
wheel. Motoring migatines, he says, could do useful 
work in keeping older drivers in touch with the latest 
developments: for instance, publishing more articles on 
subjects such as new road signs. 


Sing and Whistle While You Work 

S inging and whistling | 
are among the cures | 
for boredom at work, * 
according to a report of , 
the Bavarian government. 
The report says that peo- . 
pie are often not used to j 
(heir full capacity because ; 
of the repetitive nature of ' 
their work. As i result. ; 
their mental capabilities begin to atrophy. Monotony, it • 
says, causes rhe heart to beat irregularly, the pulse rate 
to slow, and less oxygen is taken in. Signals are not seen, 
reaction times are slow, performance declines, and . 
accidents happen. The report does not find any evidence I 
to prove (he widely held theory that women and less- 
intelligent people are better able to tolerate tedious 
work. Work using the newest of technology is also prone 
CO boredom, I 

Now the bavarian government is distributing free to ' 
more than 3,000 firms a brochure with sugge«iions for ' 
alleviating boredom. They include changing work, more 
communication through group work, physical movement 
and more short breaks instead of fetver, longer ones. 
Another suggestion that is being developed by psycho¬ 
logist Bartenwerfer, who compiled the report, is using a 
variation of the Sony Walkman idea so chat employees : 
can listen to music of (heir own choice during the day I 
and at tha same time hear esHneial work sounds such as 
colleagues calling and danger signals In isolated cases, 
he also thinks that sinking or whistling might help. 





Worid-class quality 
that*8 90 easy 
to maintain 
—even at home! 



Precision 
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\ /A J performance 
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SOMA Specialities 

Attractive, easy-grip handles in chromium 
— al) interchangeable 

Chc^ of Elegant and Heavy-duty models 

Easy maintenance 
^ at your fingertips 

Always keep a replacement cartridge 
handy - its available wherever you buy 
SOMA fittings. Should your lap 
malfunction, »mply unscrew the top, case 
out tfie cartridge, wp in the refill and 
secure the top. 
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At the top. 

Even after thirty years. 

ThlKy years ago. hidian T\.tt>v 
pioneered the manufacture of 
tubes if) |r1dia.’ 

Today, Indian Tube still leads 
the industry :Not only! because 
It was orieio.f the first on ihe 
. scene. QriekaiiSc it is the 
largest manufacturer ot tubes 
if^ the oo'unUy, 

Indian Tube is at the lop 
becalise. of .1 he. suponut quality 
of Jts p^pducts and its ability to 
ahticipa-te:the needs of 
industry: 

Isn't that whaMeadar^luf) i?, 

;^l'abgtrt?. 

iTt - TATA 

e INDIAN .1 Mk I it.*' I 































































































































MIno pliWf In liKM*. I «tn iNrtt « 
l»Hi plilyvf* 9f hit ••• MptM* «l 
ptvMhg t 0 »m« af lha alaaa ana 
ffiayHy of«» aaa baiow. 

Hla aopBwaw ineiotnttiiv b HoIbI Oia^ 

■A* anoM «f tha rWna attr^ nol la Oa 


lUI MO 



I 


U. 


• N04 M 



Ifm^oaoH tomovo.tWWta) 
pm jahoii »afiyiy> haa Oaaony a 

acroma imafoaaivaar tha lahaiant pmv of 
WMaraatiNta. 


HPCOi 

12 MB Ml 
14Pt.M MT 



1BIMW 


lUfll 


Tha tranvo<mnlon from mava 11 la 
amaM. MofOArar. «hat «d Blaca Oa 


nm^* MU 2TO-ii9<pK-n 

an-w _ 

Haotflttv ihtroOudhA Ma laal Maa. If 9 
. TYit » R-M*. Mila iha Araai la 
latlowad bv MCI*. 


aaiwo Ml iiB-fw ft-m 

nMU Mm. 


MlCHAEt STEAN 


Tha ammuai flaaiiaaa la ma woman'a 
aaaBon of ttia Oaymaioa, Blmin and tfia 
Ul. mat In ma fWai awaf^ mwna Maai 
of ma luak worn mnartta’a noy. M iha 


Oaaiar£a« LAvaaH 


.M, 

tAI742 

♦ Qlldl 


4071 

#K10»I 
4K 101 
4**42 
N 

W E 

t 

4KI$42 

f A074 

4KI 


4J 10 

4Jf102 

foil 

4 J 107 


Bridge 


Tha Miah iaai<Waa( daiawOao in four 
ClwOa dOMOtad. loafna 100 . talV Horton 


iMata u ajif laMrl and tanOra Undy 
raaehod mor Haana on ma ftoim-fouvi 
aarda. Waal lad tha aaa of diamonda and 
aa m fia d m a civt •Mapa rt a laa ma 
Vuonah audMal lacaad poor for ma 
danarar. «ha had Oaan vary oiduabv in an 
aarhar alam. Hawmo*. tha ptay «ant: 


aarda. Waat ladtha 
m rn tm S m a cm 
Vuorieh iJdincil 


4 A.4 A haan m 


•STL' 




ehia roll, alamort to tha 


aoaOa la 
nng and 


rvfl. laat^nQ! 



4K19I 

N 

W E 

• 


K0t4 

0 


4 10 

#2000 


South, who had maOt aavon trkka. 
caahaO # Q. than oiitad with a apada. and 
waa aaaurac of two moro. 


TERENCE REESr 


Quiz 


OUEfnOM 

1. Hpw la KoloatiUt Nunaat a Iwpa island 
m iho northofT honapnafo battar 
known m? 

2. In oofhputar fomtinolooyi what la a 
beewrap? 

3i Tha Arm "concon if mion ea mpa* wore 
bo0un Pymoe<4ahlnma fOOOa. Whora 

and fof wTiom? 

4. In Epypta mylholopy, who la tha 
jtekol hotdad QOd of funarala and mum* 
mtloaflon? 

E. Wh# 4 tha aqiMort rank of an army 
brtoodlor m mo md4n Navy? 

6. Uttar Pmdoah la mo mooi popuiO Mf 
ma# m India. Which li mo oocond moot 
pevMOMi itaio7 


f. Whal dooa iho lorm *io sand to 
Covontry* maan^ 

0 OumahiaIdP aro worn by pofscj^s 
partdpaOng m which aport? 

9. Which GOimfy 4 known as tha Gardan 
of EngUnd? 

Id. Tha ffloof populous 'istan aggionv 
aratton* m ttm world is Iha Kaihan fnatrm 
poiitan MS. Wlwh two maior crbes does 
H conaiit of? 

11 . Noma m# moaf awananra lattura 
Aim ovar mada? 

12 . Tha hpraaai known a4rnon la hyd- 
rogan. What 4 tha ighian mami? 

13. In loomai, whaf 4 a bwiana kick? 


j|0 am uOnoiqi 


sAuaMS naq Pui ajai4« >p<M v ti 

wrvMin 'Zi 

a^tauj o) ajiiiop uofiiw gy isoo i\ 6161 
ui pastaiaj pue asij^ uoqou Aq papajip 
uoQoiyort lunouiOiad ^ 'WA ^ I 
awavCJfOA oA)toi OL 
|uo>1 *6 
6 

A|e4id4M» cjc^aujos pjtOajatp oi i 

imaa 9 
aKtpoiumoo 9 
iiqnuv > 
dUBilM^ iaog aip 
«i piOi Aq OAjjv mnos ui e 

uoftpo OILS OuiAou >a)nduj091 ia6 latp 
fputujuiop ^ )M io aujmoiEojd aqi s 

puoiuomo V 

IttlMtMV 


















TEASERS 


8Y SHAWLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK fiASU 


# A 


What’s in a Word 


Blockbuster 


TWINE 

HAVE 

SPUN 

HERS 

PLOT 

EARN 








Pfltn, SHORTS SHARP 


PULL HARO 


TRSAT U/(TH COnTCmPT 


PLAVOURFUL PLAHTS 


STCCR 


ACQUIRC KDOLULCOSC 


E,RN.LAUI.fM-.l. 


Fit th« len Utters given above into \ i e pyramid so that, 
they form eight fourletter words reading downwards. 
Two Utters have already been placed in order to give 
you a nan. 


Personality Plus 


Add a letter to each of the words with the help of the 
clues alongside. Ihe six Utters added will provide you 
with a creature that can be a pet. 


Quick Think 

Twenty people in a gathering of 36 have black luur« 
the rest grey heir. 24 of the group do cMt wear spectacles 
and of those who do, 7 have grey hair How many of those 
who do not wear spectacles have grey hair and how many 
have black hair? 


Scrambles 





UnscrambU the vrords given. Then reafraDge 
the circled Utters to form somethifig pointed. 




I The name of a famous person can be spelt out in the 
I mase above by*proceeding from the start and moving on 
I to the adjacent Utters, without becktreckiag. Tbe clues 
I gjveo below may help. Can you name the person? 

• l. The son of a drawing master, this personality took his 
isotherms maiden name. 

2. He was in Spain but lived in France. 

3. Apart from his mam activity, he practised sculpture, 
illustrated books and designed pottery. 

4. He and a fellow artist initiated a new Khool of 
painting. 

% He had a blue period which was followed by a rose 
period 

Give yourself points according to the chart; 

Without any clue and within a minute 30 

Without any clue and over a minute 
With first clue 21—25 

With second clua 

Third due 11—1$ 

Fourth clue g—lO 

\ Fifth due 1^ 


S^MfclSilpl1S» 

H 

















TEASERS 


Blankagrams 


Blockbuster: 


Your job is to provide the missing quesiioas to the | 
answers below. 

For example, the question to answer No. 1 could be: ( 
"When was the lest leap year?" 

1. 1984, when February had 29 days." ! 

2. "WalitinA MeiUda." 

3. "Yes, sir, yes. sir. three bap fuUl” i 

4. "21st—27th October. 1984." 

5. "Terms of Endearment. ** 

€. "Upstairs and downstairs. In my lady's chamber.'* 


Solutions to last week’s Teoaers: | 

Qulisbiss: The score represents the place value of the ; 
letter used in the word twice. 

SYMBOLS: S - 19; 0 - IS; ADVERTISING I « 9; 
QU1ZZ: Z - 26. 


^rr,h 

W VI c 1 

[N~j~s~ E 

Dawn. Daws. Dams. Dame. Dims. Oime. Dice>. Dicy 

Word Rower: 


Fifure It Out: 


I -A 2.-D 3=# 

5 =* 6-0 7 = * 6-1 
9>I io>0 


7618 


12S 

9S6789 

7618 

19498 

1S236 

42629 

38090 

4S39 


Word ] 

Aroused 

Squared 

Quanes 

Natures 

Parents 

Carnets 

Staring 

Oraiing 

Roaring 

jarring 

Kearing 

Aligner 

Avering 

hearing 

Reaming 

Bearing 

Bracing 

Barking 

Bracing 

Cardtng 

Scaring 

Garnish 

Rushing 

Sharing 

Washing 

Waxings 

Swaying 

Our score; 7 X 26 subsiuule» 182 
Word Play: 


I.viter siibstitiKvJ 


What's in a Wort^: Peanut. Brittle; Chocolate. Cream. 
Quick Think: Dandelion: one possible pair: Nailed, Nud. 


Shape Sleuth: 


Mindbender: 


A. Q 

U yv H\ /2 \ /N w 























ru9<$^rue iAsr&i 

iS COMING... AREN'T YOU 

TIME > 


\r$ THE EASTER 
EEAEiEf NTS HERE 



m 




Wm 



( 7HAHR YOU, EASTK KARE . 
\THAMR YOU.. 


m 



IF A SlRTHP'tf^ BEA6LE EVER CMES 
AROiWPTELL HMlt) POREET IT! 



SCILNCL 


A Wordy Processor 


T he word processors ul the future 
will do more than save ume 
II) the typing pool. Computer manu* 
facturers, software houses and pub¬ 
lishers are working towards compu¬ 
ter programmes which will help you 
not only to type and reproduce a 
document, but to compose it as well. 

Most popular word-processing 
programmes now come with in-buJIt 
dictionaries. When a document has 
been typed, the operator can check 
the work against the dictionary and 
any unfamiliar words (usually mis¬ 
spellings or proper names) are high¬ 
lighted. The dictionary can be added 
to. 

Wang, An Amenran computer com¬ 
pany,'has gone one stage farther. 
During the past two years it has 
bought electronic reproduction 
rights to some of the world's best 
known reference books: rhe RMndom 
House Dictionary ^nd Thesaurua^ the 
Concise Oxford D;ctionery, iloger’s 
TAv.%aurus and big dictionaries from 
leading French and German pub¬ 


lishers. li plaru to provide :he user 
with several buitonv^Sabelled, say, 
“dictionary", "thesaurus*', "French", 
and "German"—which will produce, 
respectively, a definition, a range of 
synonyms, or foreign language trans¬ 
lations for a particular word or 
phrase. In 198$. Wang will launch the 
first of a range of products which 
blend reference-book publishing 
with office automation. 

IBM is gerting into the act. It is 

involved in a project to update the 
Oxford EngSisb Dictiontry, one of the 
largest books in the world. This 
effort will open up new possibilities 
for linguistic aiul historical research, 
but so many of the words it contains 
are obsolete or obscure that it ia 
unlikely to help the humble office 
clerk. Wang, IBM and others are also 
looking at methods for rendering 
linguistic data bases "interactive’' in 
ways which books can never be. This 
may lead, for example, to the iransla- 
lion of technical documents and the 
‘'filling in" of papers from tersely 


I worded outlines. 

An obvious limitation of the pure 
electronic dictionary or thesaurus is 
that the reference “book" deals only 
I with the meanings of words or 
phrases. Most stylistic errors have 
nothing to do with lexicons. Bur 
ambitious plans are under way to 
develop "style-critiquing" soft¬ 
ware—-an ugly word for programmes 
which offer altemacives to stylistical¬ 
ly awkward passages. 

Wang is developing several style 
and uaage works, including the Chi¬ 
cago Manuel of Style and Fowler^s 
Usage. Programmes derived from 
these books wiU catch archaic ex¬ 
pressions, trite, wordy or commonly 
misused phrases and certain sorts of 
punctuation and sinpla grammar. 
They will also do a stylistic analysis 
on a whole document, by finding out 
the average length of the sentences 
and checking the level of vocabulary. 
If the document is very elaborate the 
computer might say “you will need a 
PhD in linguistics to understand 
this;" if the lifting Is aimpla It might 
say *'your boss should undersmnd 
this." 


















VARIHTY/Kiiaas B\a, 



V||tf PaAdH : certain of Mirm* 


H eim Mahni bus wt lA'<t 
accepted 1 he fact that 
she can limiter be a 
young beroir.' So, she has 
moved aside tu let younger 
filmstars like .^ndevr. 
JeyaprMdha or even f>jpn* 
pie. who is the mother of 
two children, rake her 
place, ilema is now willing 
to play a mother's role as 
she has done in Mahesh 
Bha tr's Zemin. Says Hema, 
**] have had enough of sue* 
cess. I am thankful to God 
for giving me the kind of 
success very few have had. 
I have had my share of 
fame and money. I don't 
want the people who gave 
me everything to push me 
out and so I have decided 
to withdraw myself. I have 
no regrets at ail.'* 

K umar (?a ura v i s busy 
fitting a battle for 
survival. Things seem to 
have gone from bad to 
worse after he married 
Semnte, daughter of 
Suoif Dvti, MP. His mar 
ria^ seems to have put 
ibe producers off. 


T alk I rig about llema 
bring.^ us naturally to 
' Uharmenefra. He loves his 
daughter. £.y/ia. so much 
: that ho visits her every 
I dav.Reavin:‘*lti<sucha 
I pleasure watching her 
i grow up.** says Dharnten 
' d ra. I nc i dentally, t he actor 
IS raking an active interest 
in his family because ‘‘the 
children are growing up 
cast and they need my help* 


Kanar Uaurav PooMm mmon 


lX/;jletd Pandu, the girl 
W who wasonce so ilc*vp* 

Iv in love with Kumar 
Gaurav that she had even 
thought of giving up her 
career tu becume his wife, 
i< now planning to srage a 
comeback. She has signed 
up a (lum her of new f 1 1 m.v 
and ’^>me<*f her Iced mg I 
men sre A nd Kspoor. 
KeinaUhitsitn. keinikunt \ 
and, /dck le HbroH. S aid 
she "I warn to show i 

Kumar Gaurav thsi 1 can | 
do something and that I | 
can lie more successful I 
thur him. How can anyone j 
who has hurt me so badly [ 
prosper in life?" j 










DELHI DIARY 


The First Night 



I d the re if wav budfivt. 

while inirc'eAin^ f«rcx« 
r;ti]wjv minuter Bunvi Lai 


ha^ b*^n benevolent to 
loni4 distance pasM*ngers, 
hy jevyiRK night surcharge 
only un Ihe first nlist's 
Journey and removing the 
surcharge for the suh&e 
quent nights. This made a 
newsman remark after the 
budget was presented that 
Ban SI Lai has recognist'd 
that “the first night after 
all is the first night." The 
minister, however, 
avoided a "firvt" that day. 
Custnrnarilv. the rad way 
minister hnefs the press at 
the Rad Bhavan after the 
budget This year, neither 
Bansi Lai nor the mimsier 
uf vtaie, Madliav Rao Scin 
dia. turned up for the 
piess tneei The task of 
defending the increased 
fareA and freight was Jeft 
to the officers. 


Sarin’s Successor 


T tiv |U>si oi si'crvtors. 

defeiur prod union 
III id supply, seems to Imyv 
heed reserved h>i Ihe 
<d I tiers of ihe Indian Au 
dll and Aeioiniis Servne 
(lAASl After ihe dep.ii 
lure of M (' Siiiiii. the new 
iiiiumbeiit, J) N lUuish. 
loo IS from lilts vtn'viic. 
rile IAS Sec Ills to it.ive 
given u|> the* |iiesiigiou> 
post foi .1 sisiei st'iviee. 
sviueh r idte li: the le 
Iominendailoos ol tIo* 
ihiTil pav lofimission, this 
p<»si was io li.iM' gone Ui 
ihe Indi.Mi Ordn.niie J’ai 
toi K’s Si*! v!e«*s (lOl Si. Iiut 


Well Informed 

T he I'fcent report in 
Si'MKV almui the Jie 
llueiiee w'leliUuf bv Dftii' 
ubhu* Am bain of Kei lance 
IVviiles in the corridors ol 
power has sui ted hi mging 
out muie Slones about 
Ambani. According tu one. 
when Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh was rarnuvad from 
the union cunimcrcv 
ministry in August last 
year, the then cummerce 
'ocreraiy, Abid Hussain, 
came co know of hic tnmU 
tor's okit mil from ofticigi 
sources i>ut from lihii- 


the* IAS. sshde uiceptuig 
the IA AS as ^ com^ic'iitor. 
.ipparentlv dix’s not want 
aiiv othei service to hold 
this po\t. Tile choice ol 
It N Cfhodi wiJJ not lx* 
good news toi whoeJer 
dealers who .ilKiuiid the 
i 4 irr kI • H s of I he dep;i rt 
menf 2.ike Mr S<irin. he 
too rs J se.isoued auditor 
.ind dix’s Mol allvw scrips 
for audit obiecliuns while 
p.issing deals In his early 
duvs in tlie ste«*l ministry 
as Imancial advisei. the 
judging of .x'counts hv rite 
then 1 haitman ol SAIL 
had Ix*en exposed. 


uhhji Amhani As cum* 
mvrie niiiiisTer in Indira 
Oandhr.c cabinet <«!» al^o 
finance minister in (he Ra¬ 
jiv Candhi ream) V.P. 
Singh did n«)( play ball 
wjih Ambani. He was 
appointed president of 
UPCni) while he was on a 
foreign (our—(he news 
was conveyed to him in 
Vienna A surprised Abid 
Hussain was informed ah> 
out the change when he 
received a phone call from 
Dhirubhai Ambani. The 
intimation came later. 


I Raw Deal 
i for CB) 

T he Central Bureau of 
Invesrtgaiion (CBlI is 
receiving a raw deal. The 
offices of the agency, 
which are at present scat- 
I rered in six buildings all 
over the capital, are being 
moved to a new i^uilding in 
the Lodi Koad simplex, 
adjacent to the of lice of 
the Research and Analysis 
r Wing (RAW), the ektercial 
intelligence outfit Thu 
first people to move tn (he 
incomplete Ixiilding havi* 
been the top officers. 
There are no proper water 
supply connections in the 
building What is worse, 
some top CBl men have 
been trapped in the lifts, 
which apparently had not 
lieen properly tested he 
fore commissivnmg. Will 
there he a CBl prolw re¬ 
garding the iunstruction 
of this building? 


Praise for 
Sleuths 

H ome minister .Shankar 
ran Chavan has busted 
many myths which had 
been * reared hy the inves 
tigaiiiig agerreies in the 
isast few rnonths. At one 
go. in the opening days of 
the budget session, he 
clarified that Cocmiar Na* 
rain had been spying not 
for 2S years fas reported 
by almost every section of 
the press; Sl’nuav re* 
poned differently) but for 
three years. He also laid at 
rest speculation that there 
was any link between the 
spy case and the assassina¬ 
tion of Mrs Indrra Gandhi. 
(Some reports had been 
circulated in the media 
suggesdog (hat there was 
a link.) Apart from these, 
he broke another media 
myth! that agencies ocher 
(han the intelligence 
bureau (IB) were credited 
with the busting of the 
Coomar Narain spy ring 
The aunister was candid in 
his praise for (he counter* 
intelligence officers: '*ln 
(he entire hisiory of (he 


I Priyanka's 
Debut? 

T he elder child of the 
Prime Minister, daugh¬ 
ter Priyanka. was seen in 
' ihe visitor's gallery uf ihe 
Lok Sabha on 16 March 
when the maiaen budget 
of her father's regime was 
i being presented. Accom* 

' panied by Rajiv Gandhi’s 
' ptihiical aide, Makhan Lai 
hotedar, Priyanka sat 
, solemnly through the 108* 
I minute reading of the 
I budget and did not show 
I any sign* of disinterest at 
any stagi. Later, at the 
Centra) Hull, someone was 
heard saying that the one 
book worth reading from 
amung the works of Jawa- 
harlal Kehru was Letters 
from a Fur her to a DaugA- 
rer. The father-to- 
(laughier tradition seems 
iu be maintained as far us 
interest in politics is 
concerned. 



S. H. Chavin 

intelligence bureau, this is 
the first time, this is the 
tirsi major incident of this 
nature, which the intelli¬ 
gence agencies have been 
able to unearth,” he said 
while complimenting the 
sleuths. But this news was 
underplayed in the daily 
papers. After all when 
wrong reportage has taken 
place, the most convenient 
thing to do is to look (he 
other way when die truth 
ts our. 

OX Wnaiuddin 


WhMT 1 4S 4W< 4ia* 



Some names become ajegend. 


Sunil Gavjsk<tf and Dinc«>h Exclusives. 
lH<itrics uMctcd filwms. 
iti hushed tones of qihel 
I^oncers holh. Gdv<isko4 .1 hat inosl 
irv c>m|MfabU' balsiihMi. iiMS'tshis 
riidif.h in Dinesh afahiic IImI sIIU’ 
resoU of a lirek*ss i|Mrsl lot (nnhs Iuhi 
in men's soilincjs. 

Together, Ihev’n* niilxsiliihle 
Ihc malenal linick ss k>qcriris ate 
tnadc of. 





■1 





Decades later... still the leader. 





SuTHSsy Weakly 7 Apnl 1 


Hegti No W&CC25&TN WS(C)376MH 8y5CHjm 6&0 


MWLB 



Farie viewofcheese'n'spice 
and all things nice. 


Ca^tosbat 
c^kuit to stop 


Itybu must make mMtl. 
. midwUMuHd.'' 


talk the town. 


ChhChat 


«varMt/64;PP/36 























Introducing Televisions from 


BLACK AND WHITE TELEVISION COLOUR TELEVISION 



n Biidl m AVR(Aulonld^c vrtlugf A^quUlcr) ■ 

LJ UrphoAe tOLkri ■ 

U Cc^vcrwni J dKXi .oniio^ ■ 

□ CoAlefTipiwa'>stvfcTiqivith'i(^via)*'r,cat«t U 

rr Sdp(nbpnurC(Wt<(T««Thshd>tilO(* 9 M«n^ ^ 

(OftipTKHThwhchtfO*^ ^ 

Ihe $tii( Ifcl uuJity imppiTinftv 


A ipCCtMidv UNMU ftwy 

Tcd»rir Mw. V ’IV hack ivshk Muw 

Sfstr*man>rwfwg'M*da(Cncr J»v/r )n lemtMv 
ewftng‘*»i*swrt’ AodSonyhavp 

qiwiqft |)0lPlM|iC^inhmWr4l 

Thftt colouf Mlmwow 
kMLCiwpoidiVOliaiftfeftta^vl 
UMriciQu<kv«’0ronicnicorir»’M<nQ T«^«> '<n 
nwxi«i npun>dc<niaflo« 

wr ictf» VW 4>id *rt1fwm»nt< aumOlv 

brvvdlt«P4d«4A*nutv>l«nra4iAl^mi'0'vnf,'ii Aivi 

'^«Mn>v««wftiA«ki''n«MWr al biOrd by 
f^VwahMiAlH yrwnff^il 

'IjnyMA* draiil iMatt ipMMyi pcrfenwct diHM 

yxfW H^M»i'W'<CChfiyseWf«*'»jtWN»nMf-»iTy, 
JUAVWhMy«Aw>iOlU9»IIuclMTes 'h»iAul<» 
Oi^Hr Vwfppf nsiCHt' pKlutf «ia«ia iriW” 

’V*«nt«n:v 

OtfwfNtvm 

• AwovMufctwwpni m w' 

• Owck«i>iaMiM««atM«a 

• I*** ATT lAiUpWt APC t*y "»ia 

Cn«4iM A6< (AwNaMK &•* CftWoK br tuAi* (•(•pWfi 

A4iovf»myOwAMkiiOQ«*voua*<TKA%triiion ol 
Otm' ClAm It^nor moiMs ijn9n9 Irorr sicnU'd ToMur 
tnodmiOtaphiMMrcrAWcoMrotnbMi Afithnard 
CnoA«*w^sm<»a'iiouro«kan4caii 


i 


•lilt 


0 













DCM Retail Stores always give you a lot more. A lot more in quality A lot 
more in range. A lot more in economy. A lot more in durability. Four reasons 
why more families chose DCM for almost a hundred years. 















Heard THE latest? 



I wo-in-Ones and Cassette Reaitders... 
to international standards of design, quality and perforniancc. 

Right liere in India from PHILIPS. 
iWked by nation-wide service. 








































, All THINGS OOSiaDERED. 

When its Philips, toltre sl 


No mattor which modol you buy. 

If It's Philips, you*rs gMng 
a lot mors than anybody slaa can offsr 

Vou set your monay't ivorth. 

PMIIps Ttvo-vvOoM end Ceisede 
Recofdere coel • lot leii 
tf)tn you think 
Innoveove lechmquee 
er>d economlee of 
eceie have brought HL 
down Philipe pricee 

consOerabty OuaMy diSkC 

f>oweveni ae high aa ever. 

So you gal value not^ alat can maich 

You’va got elwa. You've got atyW. and 
PfHiipa isconatanoy davafopra new 
producti introdua^ new oaaigna. Now for 
iratanee you have a wida choice of 
avarytrung horn poc*« 
radioa 10 top*of'iha>ie>e 
Starao Two-m-Ortea A lot (— 
of oaw modala to pick 
Each one better loctung thar> ' 
the next. Throughout, t^ stykng 4 
Intematlonal else grree you eo much 
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Auto-siop. Eiectrortic Moior Control and 
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eound. And you can hear tha dWerancef 
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you yaars of lntanlng ptaaaura. Pight from 
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to tha vary heart of the >4^ -i 

Transport Mechaniem - 

intematiorul 
standards Thara’t nocompromisa We ve 
bwR a rapuiabon on K. A reputation that 
any PhM^ owner wil vouch tor. 

You'ra navar too far from Phil Ipa. 
Nomaaer which part of the country you >a kt. 
there'a a PhUipe dader wtihin eaay reach. 
Any time you r>eed aervwe. or a rspiacamanr 
of apart parts, wa re there to serve you 

The Phitbe dealer network ^ .. 

IS ovsf 1200 strong, VjS 

country-wtde. We msks (" «' 

sure that ahsr we make a yar4?j^ 

greatpreducc.it8ttysihai 8ar^6:ib 
way Foi yean. Who s> the SgrvlM 
world offers you aueh e L 
great dael? Riotithera in Indlpr 
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Children normally 
complete most of their 
grcrtMh by the age 
of 15 Of 16 

Proteins are tne 
nutrients which 
directly contribute to 
growth That's why 
your children need 
COMPlAN — now. 
COMPLAN has the 
best protein - milk, 
protein (20%). It also 
contains 22 other 
vital foods 

COMPLAN IS available 
in doiicious flavours. 
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Dateline/ 


New Delhi: Everyone Jies become a 
prisoner gf hi$ own set of words. 
Time has aged them: the words have 
become tired, frayed, battered by 
misuse and overblown by constant 
pumping. But they remain the cocoon 
which creates the definition of the 
person. The Left. In the beginning 
was the word, and the word was 
socialism. The word has become an 
amoeba, continually changing shape 
to include the latest claimant. But 
that doesn’t matter. You can absorb 
anything within the shifting bound¬ 
aries of the word, but never, never 
challenge its hegemony; never, never 
step outside the word into rhe world 
It is slip|>ery outside, and who knows 
when one mighi sUp on the truth and 
fall flat on une'.s face. The Right. 
Capitalism. Ditto. 

The emptiness of labels becomes 
more obvious when the capitaTs pow> 
er brokers (the spectrum is not li¬ 
mited ru shades of legislators and 
bureaucrats: it includes journalista, 
businessmen, hounds, lawyers, touts, 
hangers-on et al> turn their attention, 
as they kindly du once a year, to the 
natiun's eennumy—at post budger 
time. |h finance minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Smgh [.eft. Right, Ixsfiish, 
Righiish, Centre. Centrish? The 
truth is that he is nothing more and 
nothing levs than Singhish, seeking 
to devise a way through the creeper* 
choked jungle that is the urban lndi> 
an economy. Labels fit ill Was 
loosening 'ome of the bureaucratic 
grip on the industrialist a very righi> 
wing thing to do? What is the crop 
insurance scheme: pro people or 
anti-people? Most of those denounc¬ 
ing the finance minister fur his “pro 
rich” liberalisation of the tan struc¬ 
ture have been indulging in a bit of a 
fiddle because uf the hi^ tax rate all 
this while. Nothing evil; just enough 
to get by without surrendering evc-iy 
potential luxury tu the state exclie- 
quer. Was this a budget for just O.S 
per cent of the people, as the Con 
gressmen who had not been made 
ministers or given the kind of place 
they expected in the power structure 
were moaning? Probably. But if that 
implies that the last five budgets of 
the Congress<I) were devoted to 99.5 
per cent of the people, then I am 
afraid I must beg your perdvn and 
indulge in some abuse. 

People see what they want to see in 
• budget, and like everything else in 
our country, there is enough evi¬ 
dence in anything to prove any point. 
For many “commematnrx" attack or 

i iraise of a government decision has 
ess to do with the quality or merit of 
the decision, and more to do with 


their personal equation with those in 
power. If they haven’t had their 
latest ego maiwage. or cut, X becomes 
terrible; oihc-rwise X is a competent 
man trying to do his sincere iMSt in 
the dii'fkuli situation he has inher¬ 
ited. 

Indian politics, and Indian govern¬ 
ance have become non-ideulogical. 
Neither accion oor reaction is guided 
by the bend of a defined policy: ihe 
ruling MPv are those who made the 
right assessment about which parry 
was likely to form a government 
after the Decemlwr general elec 
tions, the apposition MPs are those 
who got it wrong. Decision and re¬ 
sponse from the opposition therefore 
are piecemeal. Those with self- 
appointed reputations try and hide 
this by words and labvh. All that 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh had to du 
while making ilie same hudgri prtip- 
iisals and yet emerge a hero of the 
Left instead of the Right was to work 
in three paragraphs about the mas¬ 
sive raise in bonus he announced for 
the working class, instead of keeping 
it down to just a sentence or two And 
pepper every page of that long 
speech with rhetoric about wiping 
tbc tears from the eyes of the poor. 
That would have taWn enou^ to 
salve the easily amenable conscience 
of Delhi’s concerned citireos. 


For many 

“commentators’* attack 
or praise of a 
government decision 
has less to do with the 
quality or merit of the 
decision, and more to do 
with their personal 
equation with those in 
power. If they haven't 
had their latest ego 
massage, or cut, X 
becomes terrible; 
otherwise X is a 
competent man trying to 
do his sincere best in the 
difficult silualioD he has 
inherited. 


The fact is that (he poor know (hey 
are being had. I^fi and Right mean 
nothing more li> them than the tramp 
of a long march to nowhere. 

Q uestion ot the Hour* Has our 
Member of Parliament from Gu¬ 
jarat been rehabilitated ur not? Look 
at (he sequence of events. Tlie man 
who truly loses out after ihe assaa- 
Mnalion of his niemor (and he knows 
that belter than anyone else, there¬ 
fore the last minute rush to help 
friends in the industry) is Mr Pranab 
Mukherjea, finance minister and 
confidant extraordinary of Mrs In¬ 
dira Gandhi. Whai exactly was the 
reason for his political clout no one 
really knows. Far from being a great 
leader of the Bengal masses. Mr 
Mukherjee had lu Find ii seat in 
Parliament from Gujarat (a state 
where he has formally laken up resi¬ 
dence to enter i he Rr.jya Sabha). But 
(here it was. Mrs Gandhi would listen 
(o Pranab Mukherjee and therefore 
(he country listened tu him too. Rajiv 
Gandhi was a different Prime Minis¬ 
ter, and while <he fall was not entire¬ 
ly unexpected it could not have hurt 
any less. Where <ity*e Mr Mukherjee 
had held ceniie sta^ at budget time, 
he now had (o applaud from the 
sidelines and use the media la say 
how happy he was that Mt Vish- 
wanaih Pratap Bingh was doing the 
reverse of whai he had done. 

Then, resurrection The MP from 
Gujarat became (he president of (he 
West Bengal Cungress(l). An agency 
which firsi circulated this surprising 
I decision olivmusly had bad a little 
help white writing the story from the 
Friends of Mukhvi jee Club. The de¬ 
cision was simii^i to what happened 
(0 Mi V.P. Singh when he was taken 
out of the union cabinet and put in 
charge of Uttar Pradesh before the 
general elections. And hints were 
circulated that Mr Mukherjee had 
been promised the chief ministership 
of Bengal after the “inevitable’' Con¬ 
gress victory in the next elections. 

The next day, the salt began to be 
circulated in political circles, so that 
the pro-Pranab version could be 
swallowed with a pinch of ic. Pranab 
Mukherjee was not being promoted; 
he was only Uiing sent to the districts 
to nip any potential revolt in Delhi 

with the help of other “stalwarts” 
kept in the told. There was an en¬ 
quiry on against his generosity to 
friends during his finance ntinia- 
cership. What is the truth? Only 
Rajiv Gandhi knows and he is not. at 
the tnomem, givir^ interviews on the 
subject We await (he next inatal* 
ment of the serial with bated breeth. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwaot Singh 



In Vino Veritas 

A winecasting lescival m India 
would be as outlandish a notion 
as a urine samphng festival in the 
United States. Nevertheless the un¬ 
thinkable touk place in New Delhi 
The presiding deities were Steve 
ttspie of the US embassy and hi\ 
wife. His invitation asked me to 
invite other oenophiles in town. I had 
to look up the diciiunary and found 
out that (he word meant "wme lov¬ 
ers." ( could think nf only throe 
kuuple^ who knew a liiile more about 
wines than that they came in three 
colours: white, red and rosee. This u 
not aliogerher surprising since we 
produce very hide winv—the only 
(WO irade names known to me are 
Golcooda and ftosca What ih often 
advertised on hoardings as ** English 
wines." lire not wines but spirits. The 
disiinction lift ween Beet, spirits Mnd 
wine IS viial Beer Is lire wed from 
hops, spirits (<hn. Vodka, Rum. Bran 
dy. Wlnskev cic) are distilled and are 
strong stuff Wine is made from fer 
mented grapes. Its gualitv vanes 
from region to region and vear lo 
year, llenie the annual fuss about 
sampling by professional tasters and 
dechiriiiioM of siime as vintage years. 

Indio could Iwcomo a great wine 
producing coiititrv provided our lead 
ers shed thoir ambivalent attitude 
towards akohiil’ denouncing it in 
publiL. enjoying il m private. Our 
grapes aie as good as any in the 
famous vine-gruwmg countries like 
I'raine, Germany, Kiissia, Italy. 
Spain and Greece /Although wine 
making is a lomparativelv r«cni 
developmcni in the UniUnI States 
and Australia, some Californian and 
Australian iCoonawara Ksiate) pro. 
ducts compare favourablv with the 
best of Kurope. Wirie-tnakiag though 
an ancient art has no secret formulas. 
Our vintners could acguire the lech- 
nigues as easily as oui cheese- 
makers have done in producing ex¬ 
cellent cheeses. All (hey need is the 
green signal frum the government. 
GcmI has given us exiellenl vines; 
what we need to du is to convert the 
first letter from “V to a "W“. Pro- 
hibiiionisis need not get very agi¬ 
tated over it. Most wines aie very low 
in alcoholic content and much better 
fur one’s health than mosi i(»iucx. All 
said and done when 90 per cent of 
our bodie.v are made of fluids, why 
quibble over the remaining 10 per 
cunt? It is not for nothing that our 
ancients declared wine to he the 
drink of gods, milk of babies, tea uf 
women, and water uf beasts. Howev¬ 
er beware! Never dilute wine with 
watei. It ui the surest way of killing 



Its hiidy, <1 K Chesl^un pul Noah's 
admonishmeni to hic'iyffe during the 
torrential flood very succinctly 
“And Noab he often said to hia 
wife when he sat down to dine 
I don't care when* the water goes 
if It <loesn*i gel into the wine " 
R;ick tu the tasting business. The 
Pspics laid out H vane lies (seven 
w h II I's an d si x reds | f roip seven cuun- 
tries with their i .otages and desirip- 
lions Two bearers were in altsuid- 
uncf to wash tumblers before we 
sampled the next variety. We were 
required to pronounce on eight 
points aroma >»r bowciuet iflowerv. 
earthv. fruilv etc i llavour. bodv. 
texture, aciditv. sweetness and after 
taste I started trff tiadlv with the 
iHiMipisi f followed a wine taster’s 
advice ’'ll. when tasting wine, yosi 
iUm* vour eyes and fhovers ap|>eai 
lM*ft»iv vour inner eve. then the wiriv 
has iKMiguvI." I closed mv eves bul 
instead <d lHHigaiiiviMs*as or roses, 
niv inut*i t*vc pciceived comclv 
women Mv inner eye rarelv per¬ 
ceives anvthmg else 
Bv the third sampling mv head was 
in a tizzy I tried to soothe it b\' 
liberal m-takesrrf French and Mahan 
cheeses, Mv in-built warning signal 
rang afrci I had gone ihiuugh eight 
sdmpling.s I I'ould not care about the 
rapture or the ineffable pleasure tti 
drinking at someone else's expense. 
Five wines remained untasted. I 
could not airtwecUieCrabbe’s eulogy 
which Steve Espie had put down as 
an inttodweriun to ^Bottle Nertes": 
"Wine, like (he rising sun. posses¬ 
sion gains. 

And drivers the mists of dullness 
from the brains,*' 

I ((Mtfc some choorun and a couple 
of aspirin tablets before retiring fur 
the night. They did not help and my 
stumuch was gassed bevund endur¬ 
ance. 1 woke at 2 am wrth a sour taste 


m the fflouih. 1 swallowed many 
mugfuls of fcmseng tea and spent 
hours of the dawn muiirig over die 
immortal qualities of wint* 1 came to 
the conclusion that as far as I am 
concerned there is no V'erira.s in 
Vino. 

Why Circumcise? 

C ontroversy over oreunuision has 
raised its head in Knglanil again. 
This time a court decreed f^>700 
damages against a surgeun who 
botched up this minor operation by 
failing in see ihai (he paiicnc's fore 
skin was pro(>erlv aligned l>efore 
stitching up (he wound. The mam 
witness in the case was a Harley 
Street specialist. Dr Norman hli. 
who was fur making circiimcismn 
compulsory, llowevei. he was of the | 
optruon that it is safer lo have it done 
at •* later age than is ciistomaiv 
amongst Jews and Muslims Dr Pitt 
quuied statistics rn provt* that the 
incidence of sexually iransmitiS'd 
d}s4«ds<»s ami cancer of the penis is 
much lowct among circutncised 
males than amongst (lie umircum 
cised What is more, women habiiual 
ly exposed to sexual intercnurse with 
circumcised males as mainvd Jewish 
women land presumably Muslim i are 
le» prone lo cancer of ihe lervix 
than those who cohabii with ihe 
uncircumcised. Also women who 
have had experience oi h<ith 
varIdles ot rrniles have given then 
verdiil in favoui of ihe < ir< umcivecl. 

In India ihere iserioi mous amount 
uF prejudice nmongsi non-Muslim 
communities against this pracitce 
The lasi time I wrote on the sotiiect, 
some communallv-mincleii re.idcTs 
accused me of li ving to sobvcri their 
Faith Hat all makes a snip off the 
foreskin of the* penis to subvert anv- 
one's faith, there* could not In* much 

tu it. 

Wife-seeker 


A man Inst his wife He liKiked 
everywhere without getting a 
clue The pulice failed to find her 
Her photograph in the puiKTs pro¬ 
duced no results, lo sheer despera¬ 
tion the man went to a temple dedi¬ 
cated to Shri Rant Chandraji and 
prayed for i*i.lp. At lonu la>t Ram 
Chandraji heard his prayers and 
spoke: “Son, I cannot help ynu find 
your wife. When I lost mine neither I 
nor my brniher l.ak&hman succeeded 
in locating her whereabouts. A few 
pices from here is the temple of 
Hanuman. Bajrang Bab. Go and pray 
to him and he may help you find yuur 
wUr us he helped me to find mine." 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 




There wa$ 
something i 
unreal about 
what was 
happening (at | 
the trial). ' 
Perhaps it was | 
the fact that 
armed 

policemen and ! 
intelligence men i 
outnumbered all 
the spectators 
and lawyers put ! 
together...perh¬ 
aps the directive 
under which the 
press has to 
accept the 
(court) 
registrar's 
version (of the 
proceedings) 
and not publish 
anything else. 


A Trial to Watch 


y ^ anyonr know Gurmukhi?" 

■ I H ^Basked roly pufy Shukat AH 
H^^^Khan rexiles&ly pacing up and 
down th« CAunrooqi in La* 
>Kirv Hif had riown duwn frum lumdon ro 
del end the persons who had hijuiked an 
Indian Airlines pUnv in I9gl. His clionis 
know Old) Punjabi, and not many m Pakis 
(an are familior with Gurmukhi. He wanted 
(o know fxacily whai the hijackers had said 
in (hvir draft Matctnem lo the court. At last 
nne Pakistani who knew the scripi was 
found 

I waiiheil the priK.eedinKN ihe other day— 
after ohi.iinmg a Kpe^ial entry card—and I 
must admil that the place did not have ihe 
aimosphere of a courtroom True, thne wei v 
lawyers m black gowns and theie were piles 
of voluminous law books on ihe tables lie 
fore the defence 4«nd prosecuting lawyers. 

session* judge. Kazai Kaiim. who preS' 
ided over i he special court«sai on a daiv with 
Mohammad AU Jinnah's port rail beaming 
out from ihe wall behind him. But there was 
somelhing unieal aboor what wav happen 
mg iVrhaps ii was the fast that aimed 
ixilicemi o and mtelhgciice men far ouinum 
hered jII ihe spectators anrf lawyers pul < 
together' peihaps it was the plush auditvi 
lum, With Us comfnriable seals, perhaps (he 
direirive under whKh ihc pres^ has lo 
jcccpi ihe version prepared l>y the regisiiar 
jod caoiioi piihlish anything else Whaluvei 
II was. I louJd mu quite hcdieve that I was 
witne.ssiiig a trial i 

'I he press in Pakistan is not free. It is even | 
less free (o re|K»ri on (he irial In fact, an | 
Hi dll daily. iVawo.i lVaqf. has already hcen 
hauled up for bringing out a special edition 
on the hijackers' trial. A nmice sersed hv 
the i'oorf on the paper said that the special 
edition “lends to prejudice the determina* 
(ir*.i of the case, Ktaie versus (>ajcndra Smgh 
ami othvis. under section b of the Suppres 
sr >1 of TWrorist AcHvities (Special Court si 
All. I97S " 

The day I was present in the court, (he 
hiiackois weie not brought from l^Lhpai 
Mil in Lahore, where thev are supposed (o 
Ik* undei detendon. (Many Pakistan joumaL ! 
ISIS told me that (hey wore lodged in a . 
hoDgalow. and mu in anv toil. According to [ 
Uiein. the accuM.'d wm* too well dressed and 
appealed (ih» well ted « • .*m lo h«'m jail.) I 

am told thJi ilie hijackiTs live in all—raise 
slogans like ’Khjli<T.m yiiul.ibod' as wmn as 
they reach ihe 'courironm and then start | 
talking aluud tu one another in Punjabi, 
quite oblivioui of the court proceedings. But 
ihey appear lo be taking the trial seriously 
now. S. M Zafar. whom (hey have hired, is a 
leading lawyer in Pakisren. The hearing on 
30 March was edjoumedat his request be* 
cause he said (hai be bad not hud enmijUi 


tune io talk ro his clients. The arrival i i 
Shukat All Khan from laindoo also is priM 
that ihe hijackers are not treating the whol * 
thing os a jnke 

Apparenrly it is some Sikhs miisidi' IndM 
who have hiieJ defence counsel Zafar. or 
behalf of the five accused. He is uii exi>ei\- 
sive lawyer, and is assisted by Warren Saj* 
jau, Khwaja Suluit and Hr Ahdul Basit 
Shukai also has been llowii in ji the expense 
of the Sikhs ahrund One Balbir .Singh of (he 
Sikli Wurld Organisation is in l.ahori* to 
''follow'' the case The P.ikistan government 
had received re(|uesis from some leading 
lawyers in Brituiii, Ameriia and Canada 
froni per«ms keen to defend the hiiackers 
hut these could not K* coteriaiiied on the 
ground that only Pakisi am* are allowed lo 
appear fm the defence according lo the i 
rules under the Special Conns Aci | 

The Pakisian goveinmeiii. whiih at one ' 
lime seemed to be reluct an I lo try lh« 
h i jackets, now a p)>ear s anx m u i lo pri ive I ha t 
It IS not jusi holding a mock iri.d. 'rhere is an 
array ut pioseeuimg lawyers-.Advc»caie 
General Kasheed An? Khan, Assisi ant Advo¬ 
cate General Najiimu/Mni, Malik Ahdos 
Salam. Inavetullah Clieema and Nuir All : 
Sh4h.-.ihough each one of them h.is been a | 
lieneficiarv ol public funds m one i.ise or 
anollK'i in which the govuinment has hiivd 
ihem There arc i umom s ihat the case would 
he d<*cided by the end of .fimi* 

The fact ihar the 19K4 hijacking case has 
also Ih'Cii taken up ihoegh only undci 
pri'ssurc* irnm New iVlhi -rndicaics that 
IsJaniabad w.mts i«> h.uc hoih the cases 
disposed of as soon as possdile Pi mie Mjois. 
ler Kjiiv Gandhi's siateineni (hai India is 
watching rhe piixeedings ol the c.ise has 
lievn an imiuu lain factoi m making Pakisiim 
decide to s|t«ed upihetiuls In laci the brsi 
trial was undertaken only when Ksijiv Gun' 
dhi said that Pakistan’s kivnness to befriend 
India would hv proved if and when they lake 
up the trial of the hijackers Ihe Act undei 
which the hijackers are l>eiug (ued pre 
scribes a vc'nic*nce up to life mipi isonmenr— 
whKh in Pakisian i* mn lf» veacs but 2(1 
years—as the punishment, lliou is also a 
provision that prexcritics ihe diMth penally 
fur $uch ao offence. Recmtlv one of those 
involved in (he hijacking of a Pakistan 
InturrukTional Airlines plane was executed. It 
difficoli (i» guc .* whai puinshmem the 
Indian hijackers would be given. But they 
are unlikely to he Jet nff lightly. 

Significantly an rdficial ot the Indian 
embassy in Islamabad aitendx every bearing 
ot the case: a measure of the importance the 
Indian government aitncbcs tn ilie inal. And 
now that (here seems to he a seriuus at turn pi 
at detente between India and Pakistoii, ihc 
tnale may nnt be a cursory affair, aiier all. 
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OPINION 


A Moment of Glory 

M y llu^Jm }MuJ fi hiimj: rribuie 
Tn rhv vKloiiouN crickei 

iiMm J24<*iO Thv tttwt 

(Ki I rit f riK Wi<N ^ u |H r I»I n II i he cov vt 
<if ihc Hi* 11 son «in<I t«iucn«i* 

nu'tif w»i', U» fnim sjtiNfaciorv Un- 
v<m r/ii<*/m/Miiv 24—.^0 M.tichk Si s 
j i).vi '•hoiilil h.ivv sii.Mvil .4 fi'w more 
; |Mtfi*N lu ii'tnrd I hi* moment of liKuy 
lor ill! Imli.iiiN 
S rn)(*.sh S.iida. Suuin 

• TIu* lovei |i4imiiiij{ .lod ihe rcfiort 
on rHi* viciniioiis Indua icum 
.ihvirhinrt riMditxB After j lnn#4 time 
I hi* M*li*cinr'> JiN|il»m*4j maturity bv 

... Suiiil <;;<vaskdr the 

capijiii .Mill Kapil \h-v as his depute 
hit thi* Ktiis4Mi anil HciImi*' tourn** 
mciil Till* lesiih Hj'i aina/inst’ Inilia 
viiin every m.iuh she plaved wnh 
convihiin*t marpns Team spirit 
nnir than .iiivthitm else was behind 
I India's sfHntaciilar vianrv 
I S.uifut Jill. Othriiis.iih 

• < onpiatiilaiMMis tn the iiiviiKihle 
Imlijiis fill wmniiifi vet another one* 
il ay I (lut na ni e n< W I len I nd la won i hv 
Win Id l‘up Ml ihHt many seepiivs 
descnhvil jt as a iluke Thev Here 
proved Mioiip ami uoinp bv the form 
India disphived ni Ansii.dia I doiitH 
wheihei the SVysi Indians eon id have 
iH'aicM ilu ni Kill I ivasdisa{>iKMnied 
I Id find sikIi a sln^rl Loveijpc hv 
Si Mi I*! 

Pt.ihjl Ciilut. C.ihutij 

♦ Ashis K.iv rtulitK iNiniieJ out that 
lea in spun U*d m the simvss M T. 
Iliisain'.v covi I paiiiimp U*ni auras* 
linn to the issue 
\' S Ni I r ai a na s iv,#nrt. A IjiU j s 

• More ihan ihe sketehv repoii I 
liked the cover ilhistratmn of MK 
flosaih 

Sfti.itJia/ i'a/ Hr hoiirr rTripit/.ri i 

Not Involved 

T his has reference to the letter | 
//tt o ri vr*n i<* n t h'ac ts (0pin ion. 
17—13 March) where Mr Aseem Pra 
kttsh claims that the People's Union 
for [>emocrittic Rifihes (PUDRi was 
an organiser uf the protests against 
the unsavourv episode at St. 
Stephens College. While the PUDK 
simtiglv opposes the culture of cheap 
thrill at the expense of women and 
sympathises with those who have the 
courage to protest against it. it vroutd 
he incorrect to aiiribuie the demon* 
strations to our organisation The 
issue was taken up by the students 
and teachers of Delhi University, 
Sudtsh Vuid. Delhi 





tJNJAB THE ENDGA 


Asian Dictators 

| agit*i* with kiildip Navar\ vicu o| 
the much di’iuied ethriu ptolilpm 

III Sri l.aiika /Di*kiarrl .VriAlh/vMiiv 

24'* 10 Martin All la mi In m*i ik’d mi 
Sri Iniiika amiiirenvol that miMiliv 
and India Nhinild siioiiulv m|>|h>m* ihe 
doiiund fill kk'lam li in an >»pen 
'^eiiet that l.imil lerroristN icicive 
help fiom India The gmcinmriii 
should slop ciHouraKiiig terriirists 
Ajav Fjni. Minjdjh.ul 

• lionvst t'fliirls shiMild Ik* cvimded 
hv I nil Id |i» (lie Si I l.ankan gmein 
men I tii solve the cllinic piiililem 
Ifowmvi. the Sri I aiikan PicsidciMs 
.l«ivt*waidcnr. should Ik* willing lo 
com|>romise ui reusMiiahlv issues, 
diildioriai uttiludc will tmlv compli* 
lale matiors 
Sulms Riim. .\ii,tmljfnu 

• J.R. .laycwardene's provoidlive re¬ 
plies to Kuldip Navar's qiieMiims 
’India is Bullying Ale') is lemnd lo 
udverseiv efleei India Sri Linkan re* 
l.ifions, 1 was surprised io read rhe 
Sn Lankan President's outbuist 
against M.G. Ramachaiidian Mi 
Nayar deserves praise for the pan* 
cnev he has shnwn in interviewing a 
man whose lugii borders on the ndi 
culous and whose views are culuured 
liy racial hatred. 

N. Sandhivarman. PondH’herry 

• I wonder why Kuldip Navar did nut 
deem it fit to ask the Sri loinkan 
President about the indiscriminate 
firing by the Sri l.anka navy on 


unarmed Indian fishermen fishing in 
Indian waters This jpan. ihe inter¬ 
view was Lomineheiisive, 

(* Viiidvjiijiluiit. Nvu Delhi 

• Tang Ali\ Si-hind ilu- Ceneial's 
h'lixiuM. i*x|H>si*d Ihe evil designs of 
the Piesident of P.ikisun, Gen. ^ia 
111 Hug. 'The Asian dictarur of tha 
Pentagon'' J had never coma across 
such a II a pi desi ri pt ion i if 7 la . I lo h as 
cowed dnwn ihe |K'opl« nf ,i dtmncra- 
tiv cniinti V hni one dav hv is fnmiid tu 
Iw nvmhrnwn hv ihe |H-nple like 
Uniis XVI 

.Sang/am .M/s/»a. ( uiijyk 
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Fight for Freedom 


■ was an orthodox youth living in a 
world nf slavtrv and ignnrance till 
1 read M .1 Akh.*r’s article on the 
reformist muvement within ihu 
Dawoudi Rohra community (Dare- 
hue, to Ih March I. The write-up 
rightly highlighted how Bnhras are 
living like slaves in free India. The 
priests and their representatives he* 
have like diciaiors and (here la no 
one to chevk their authority. In this 
context 1 would like to narrate a 
personal experience. 1 was at my 
native place auending the funeral of 
a Bohra Among iho»e preiwnt at the 
solemn ceremony was a reformist 
Bohra. Midway through the funeral, 
suddenly some h(Hidlums.who I think 
wen* hired hv the representative of 
the high pnest, dragged away (he 
reformist Bohra while we helplessly 
looked on. Had 1 read Mr Akbar’s 
piece liefore I would have had the 
courage i» react. [ ihank .Si noas fur 
enlightening me. 

Daud A. Bharthu, Bnmhuy 

• Exploitation is going on in the 
name of religion. I invite all the 
Bohras to come forward and lend 
strength to the reformist movement, 
Marahir Kahlwala. Godhra 

• It is strange how the Bohras are 
tolerating an autocrat. But I was 
relieved to learn that a movement 
against the Syedna is gaining 
momentum. By wishes to Asgar 
Aii Engineer for his efforts to liber¬ 
ate the Bohra community. 

M.y. Sadique. Bhubaneswar 

• The Nathwani Commission has 
held the high priest of the Bohra 
community guilty of usurping the 
fundamental rights of the Bohras. 
Yet the Indian government ii a silent 
spectator. I take this opportunity to 
thank M.J. Akbai and Svnoav for (he 
bold articla. 

Yunus K. Balu^ala, Bombay 
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Change or Revolution? 


I wjh NuriinsL'd to icjd ihiit 
Nayar docs not find snOiLivm 
reasons in over Kajiv (>jn 

dhTs i>erfonndtuf so far iI^h's Hiim 
Rvitlly M^.oi Business* 17— 
2.1 March) In ihv vrrv firsr pera 
^roph Mr Nayar had dimissed the 
Anti ilclcciion Act as a means to 
thwart the umhitioiis of the HM\ 
pativmcn rather than those u/ uiv 
principled poluiiMiis With a ma»* 
MVL* mandaic in the Uik Sabha, I 
dnn'i ihnik K.niv (landhi wj\ 
Ixn hell'd (d>niii (lefociiunv cleansing 
pnlitii'sMMs his sole aim Tmvardsthe 
end of the iiiude, Kiihhp Niivur 
wnies "Whdt India needs is diasiic 
change " But ihaMK<‘ bv Ms veiv 
iiuime shm unless Mi Navoi i« 
leleiTin)! l«» a reMdiitioii 
1>V NiJKiiiiil. Hlhnh,i\,iii ikoiii.i 

i.fk.ii 

• In I'leshuevl ihe Judm.iiy fshoiilJ 
he Resrinvd tl'\clusin\ |l>~|li 
M.iKh>Kuhhp Nas.ii «ihseires' “The 
itiii t1i<ii piotoinlinse a MiKh Court 
indpc comes nexi in a seireiarv to 


the ^oveinmi'iM o1 India, shows the 
position of ihv ludiccary now.. ^ Tins 
IS not true and fli^h Court judges 
iUmiIv iminiiik seoetaries. 

I‘ K. 1'coj4.</.;sr4hr*im<r(ii.or. \'<>h 
Oi«ii 

* Mv answer toKulihp Navai's ques¬ 
tion, Aro V.rSiihtev f Jks/rtaUvP <.<—9 
Maiihr IS Ves S'jvjhios siihhI Ik* 
side Ihv vxploiivd and ihev did noi 
hesiUMv to sail due ilivir lives for a 
iiohir cause Vui oiiloi lunaiels .i 
handful wiilnii ihv paily misunder 
smmhJ Ihv moiiool ilu’mowmeiil and 
siaritHl ivrioMsioK pe«»jile The Naxa 
Imv move me III is still alive and will 
lie olive .IS joii^ js vKploiraciori ion- 

IIOIIVS 

.**•10 lit Sinnh. Amiitsji 

* losivad oil ivlving on ihe ihdn v 
Wisuni. Ml S.iviH should h.iw vi* 
sited ilu* ’disluilH*d aieas' of Tele* 
OKan.i lo hud out the ttuth. llis 
aiiusutioii ili.it N.ixjlitys arc resori 
Mig lo violvritv and ivtroristng 
iiriaik sellois is noi ituv 

K’ V M.tm.oj.i Hvtlih. k.ivuti 


Not an Occasion to Rejoice 


I did not feel proud nr rejoice, like 
M .l. Akhar, at the India govern 
merit’s dvciston not to deport the 
Bangladeshi poet Daud Haider 
^ I OjU'lhiOs 2^,io March) I can never 
forget that chiK same governiiient 
' killed so many poets like Daud 11 aid 
I er only because they had raised their 
j voice against uppressiim In l%9 a 
popular poet, jsybba Rao Paoigrahi 
\ of Si Ikakulam was shoi dead by the 
I puhee in the oame of aa encounter 

f An eminent writer puvt and editor. 
I 5aruj Dulla, was murdered in col 
I dbluod in Calcutta bv the police, 

I Whv didn't Mi Akbar raise his voice 


when Cherahanda Kaju paid a heavv 
price for his revohitionarv ideas^ 
SM Kaa (’ahatra 

♦ This has reference lo M.J Akbar's 
wriii'.up on th<* death of the Soviet 
President K*iiislaiiiin Cherrienkn, 
Over the wars the Moscnw-Delhi 
I elat kinship was grown deeper and 
the death of a national Ittader of 
either counirv is mourned by the 
other. Oiiv is reminded of the Ruv 
Man geMure when Indira Gandhi was 
assassinated, the Soviet embassy in 
India had brought uui a booklet. 
I'^kS'K shjffs fndis's grief 
H Venugopa!. Korb^ thtPi 


A Bright New Star 


T he cover story, Star of the f'wrure 
tl7—23 March), was timely and 
absorbing. The Janata victory in Kar¬ 
nataka wds a morale buuster fw the 
opposition. Ramaknshtid Hegdc js 
the only opposition leader who can 
' offer a credible alternative to the 
{ CongressU) at the national level. The 
new star on India's political horirnn 
is shining brightly and will continue 
to do so in the future. 

A.A. Deshpatide. Rauhur 

• When Hegde advised the stare 
Governor to dissolve the Karnataka 
Assembly following the Janata Par 
tv*i reverses in the Lok Sabha elec 


tions Rohody even dreamt that he 
would stage such a spectacular com¬ 
eback Hegdv’c clean image and effi¬ 
cient admi.’iisiration ensured the 
Janata Party's victory. 

,V..V. Venkdtcch. Sira (Karnataka} 

• Ramakhshna Hegde was not cor¬ 
rect w hen he said that the people are 
f^ up with the CongresstI). In Kar¬ 
nataka. the Congress wav without 
any leader of (he stature of Hegde. 
The party's debacle in the Assembly 
elections was solely due to ineffec¬ 
tive leadership. Phe Janata should 
not be loo complacent of their vic¬ 
tory. 

M Kllango, Tin/nelvtH 


I Hadley Chase Thri ller 

I ^Phe inveciigative ivpoii on K.iivii 
I I lira Seihui who diipvd rho l.oiuloii 
! blanches i>f three liulun naiiohal 
I ised banks read like a Ibidk'V Cluisc- 
tbrillvi IA n.ivhiiyS f7iim/ei, 17—J. I 
I M.irch). A ihoioiigh piubi- is live us 
satv to bring out js to how thv 
m.iiMgvts of ihv iciiicvincd Intiiks 
hhinvil such ii hugi' ainutiii wiiltuui 
anv securiiv dvposii As ngliilv 
l*ouitvd out by a station of iliv 1 ,/mi 
don press, the lolv of rliv foiinvi 
finance miuistei. Piunab Miikhvt lee, 
is intriguing. 

/I \ \ (vruiffgh.n ,in. Bo/tih.iy 

• Kujehdia .‘•iethia could noi have 
chv.ited the banks hud md lop oiTi- 
I'lals culludetl with him. Kajiv <hin 
dhTs 'clean image' will suffvi unless 
the culprits are brought to luHik as 
siHin as |>oss;1ilv 
f0 t>s ai hikiir. R j nga h nv 


Pathetic Plight 

I am nut aware uf a couniry called 
the Islamic Republic of Bang- 
ladesh mentioned by Srirtjoy Chow 
dhury in his ariicle, A Poet's Fight 
for Freedom (3—9 March). Yes. cer¬ 
tain vested interests are trying tu 
fnrm such a country but it is yet to be 
burn. I am still a citizen of the 
People's Republic uf Bangladesh It 
IS true that a section is waning to j 
persecute Daud Haider when he re- i 
turns to Bangladesh but I would 
request Mr Haider tu return ic» his j 
naiive country. People like me are 
there to protect him. 

Saiima Wahra. Dhaka 

• SvNiiAV did a commendabie job by 
highlighting the plight of Daud Haid¬ 
er Mr Haider’s voice had been thrut 
(led by the saccessive military regim¬ 
es uf Bangladesh and he had no way 
but to escape to India. I am still in 
the dark as a why the government 
wanted to throw him out when scores 
of people are granted political asy¬ 
lum in India every year. 

Btreswar Mukherjee, Gauharr 

Vital Omission I 

I n the detailed aiiicTe on Victor ] 
Banerjee fVicrmS Manh. 17—23 
February) i(«- author blacked out the 
film Dcosri Dufhan where Victor 
played a lead role opposite Sharmila 
Tagore and Shabana Azmi. When 
Kalyug. 4 film where Victor plays a 
minor role, was discussed at length 1 
felt that Doosri Dulhan merited a 
mention. 

/ .Varh. Nto' Delhi 
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COVER STORY 



Jnciiun u(lvr*rlisinM has to Inid^cts. iAJJ thuf ' cotnvny ior the poor'* and 

up uuMinin^ onotlior (^is( of (licscrow /ort/iu ofiqtw.y. Tho unjopi 
l)ud^;(d of in oimtmst, is ii churtur of revivuJ forlhu l)ripa^iuca*d uxt*nf:y. 'rhe* 
rwtiliu.sicj.sin if Jkj.s ^unumtud is only tuoohvioos: in Ihospurl o/dctivily wducli gn?<7(<>d 
on\unuu‘tnuvnt of inr^ntii'es to iho oorjioruto M^ctor. officf^s are brtn^ rt^novatod. 
studios ndurljisln^d and u/ijst.s androjiyivrltdrsorc? tliinkin^ U|) fresh lirurs, iino^os and 
insJKids. 19^5 snomssot to become the your of (hr advert jsnmont. 
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T his story could begin any* 
where, anytime. At a bus stop 
or on a lonely moonlit night 
li; the high offices of power 
or in your bathroom. Or <« the moon. 
Advertising has gone where man has 
noi. (t goes everywhere man 
goes. A shadow almost, hut a colour 
fill, muiiiJunensional one. Often 
when you see an advertisement, you 
would know (he wav things ere going 
oi' will go. 

Watch what happened in the 
oft ices of ihe Prime Minister and the 
finance minister in the days follow¬ 
ing (he presentation uf the trnion 
budget on 1h March. They weregrap 
pling with a flood of cungreiulatory 
U'legroms. Nui from big husinern and 
imiusirv hill from the world of adver 
iisrrs. Thrrr were hundreds of them 
fin in different agvnci^ and 
soiieiies, clubs and federations, it 
wes n bold 
biidgei. ihi'vsaid. f 

\t was growth' I 
oiienied ami one Tfli 

HI a I p I o VI d t tl ^ 

'Miivctioii and 

iui|U'iusfor faster VC/1 

PiK’C III t'hange.' * 

nther ihnn the re 

pcjl of tile 20 per 

cent disallowance 

of adveriising ex- 

I'H^nses theic was 

imiiilv any men* 

imn o! advertiS' 

ing m the finan 

cial bill. There 

was, hnwevei. a 

hike JO MKTP 

fumi Ks 20 ernres Jl abI 

10 Ks IIIU CKKCss. aifl||l 

the delicensiiig of w »■“ • 

24 niiifoi seiiors 
'•t irKlustrv a re* 
iluction in the I - 

late of corporate 
r ax at io n. up* *•» 
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new research programmes are being 
planned. "This is a verv exciting 
moment for advertising.** iiavs Tarw 
Smha. (he jet sen mg chief executive 
of Clarion Advertising Services Her 
words are echoed all around The 
result of that accelerated aciiviiv is 
already beginning to show Concepts, 
modes, preveniatiniis are changing 
*’ln Ike munihs to emne I see ihe 
whole scenario change: advercishig 
in the country will undergo a mela 
miwphosis . Advertising as an indus 
irv will gt*i Its fight place m ilii* 
country's d(*ve1oping ecorwitny The 
need fot advertising has finalJv cxime 
to the lorefroni.** save Kam Svhgal ol 
Hindustan Thom|is<»n Associates, ihe 
biggest advertising firm in the cuun 
try. "Who would have thought." he 
adds, "five vearc ag<* that a gas stove 
wtll become a thing of htauty.” 
Who made the common slow a 


|U(ce Umim Budq^i^pleasGs 
&/&rff0ne 
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OrwtiTtlw higMc MKceMful andwHt* tSK uohv wpiigns inerrasiofl sales 


gr.ulingihe hmii 

(ill cmull-scalv iiiUuslnes to Rs 35 
bikhs. the scr«i(.|iing of excis** on 
vompuicrc icid iilieriy fur foreign 
<*qiiity Companies irj enter (he Indian 
eirctronii markei. These arc big in- 
cviitivcs for production and a boon 
for business. Bur the windfall, firtt. 
will come elsewhere Mure than any¬ 
thing else, it IS a Ixjosier for the 
advertising industry as Harish 
Mahindra, chaicmaii of the Indian 
Sucieiv of Adveiciscis (ISA) suited 
aft'*' the presentation of the budget. 
Theu* IS a distinct edge to spirits m 
this even otherwise exciting world. 
Some workplaces are being lavishly 
renovated into plush studios, every 
day modern tools of work are being 
brought in; artisis and copywriters 
ui e thinking up new sights and fresh 
Iinirs Kverywhere new striicgies and 


thing at beauty is an ;mp»riani ques¬ 
tion The producer and advertiser or 
(he cnnsumei^ Who is influencing 
whom? Is advertising determining 
lifestyles or iv it th** other way 
round? It is one of the things the 
advertising industry is inierested in 
arguing out There has been h lui of 
long-stanibng criticism! that adver¬ 
tising 1 $ wasteful and socially unpro¬ 
ductive. that ii makes people want 
things (hey cuniioi affwrd. encuur 
ages unwarranted ciHJsufoption and 
brings in aberrations in society. 
t*erhaps a sign of the* times is that 
advertising is now hming hack. A 
paper recenth' issued by the ISA 
rebuts these rriiicisms one bv one. 
Advertising iS not wasteful and un¬ 
productive, it says because nobody 
is interested in wasteful and unpro 


duciivc* things It is a scikhis busi 
ness which involves pioli-ssMiiidl prci 
pic and a gocid deal uf mcdui .nul 
market research is aimed ai mst 
efficiency ”Nu cimis« icniious, 
acLouiuable mun.igemciM spends 
advertising moiiov iirt's|H>nsiiiU " li 
diiesn'i makr peDpU* want more ilun 
iheir puisys allow The drgiimcni k 
lurnvd aroond Advert ismii iliiivi's 
when produciMin lluivcs and inodoi* 
(ion thiives when ps'ople have pm 
chasing |W»wci * I'hc uhok* ol lodia is 
a big markei rod.iv l>o vou think lhat 
would ife* so if iIh<m weieiTi enough 
people around i<» birv ilungs'*'" .<sks 
Tara Sinlui. Next, do advcrnsemcTUs 
change SOI'1(41 ootlooks'^ S.ivs ,^i.oile\' 
Pinio of l.iiuos lodia. "AdvexiMog is 
•I slave ol s4Kud ch.iogc li so^ieiv 
changes, so will the stvle of .ojveiiis 
ing Theie has In cm a nun kid ihangi* 
in the ihinkiiig ot the mnhbe il.iss 

.. .^ and lhat has been 

ft I eflecte<l in 

'•'•vvKising . J 

agree adveriising 
has become more 
permissive but 
that IS only be 
i a o man 

woman reia 
tlonshtps have 
changed' He does 
agree tiuoigli ihat 
at limes ti h(*com 
rs quite n iluck 
eo-.Mul-egg fiTiia- 
iMMi Ir Loufd 

woik boih wxys. 
Others agree on 
the Inf1 0 enee 
advert isemr nr s 
exert I se (t is lo 
faci a siroiegv 
with them 

.laideep Sjiiiarlh 
t t of Ogilw, Benson 

and Mather 

_ rOBMl says he is 

(here lo 

"do something (o peor)ir. len to s.n 
something to them " Stiike .i chord, 
set them thinking alKnii ih«. ideas of 
David Ogilvy, known as the faihcr of 
modern advertising. And if ids upm 
ion IS tu lie considered. Indian adver 
using IS noi doing too badiv. David 
Ogilvy makes ii a point to go thi ough 

all the campaigns done bv UBM "Me 

has met ihtngs rc« say though he is 
nasty at times.*' s.ivs S.tmarth. 

T here <s anuiher way the traffic 
moves m the advertiiong busi 
na&s' from the advertising agency 
back lu (he client. A» compeciiion in 
(he market inurenseb and techniques 
of advertising l>ec<ime more modern, 
market and media research too be¬ 
come more valient m the advertisers' 
scheme of things. Instead of just 
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$ha wat 24 and oftjy }$ 
months m the busineasy Tan saiha 
became the /oander'director of Cia- 
tiiin Advertising Services Limited 
(formerly known a$ CJarion 
MCann). a bitie<hip company in 
tiade for decades. A spire/ling 
c <im*i graph and today, at 51» she i» 
('y«r ion’« president and chief ea- 
ecutive, in fact, she is the only 
ii'oniff/} there among seveni men. 
She thinks indien advertising has 
n'HL'hed an “extremeiy eaching" 
stapt which, while bemg a boon 
might also pose some challenges to 
the industry. Severrheltas, “be en- 
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Will Have to Restructure Ourselves’' 


Taro Sin ha of Clarion Adveriiiing Servlcef told Svhpay 


nmsfesfte is tne message see is 
ihissiiig around, i^carpra from a 
Cimversiition with her: 

Q : f>o you think a boom is 
c> tnung? 

A; Yes. cerrainly. The govern- 
ineni has coma out with a grewth- 
oriented budget which will open lo 
many avenues. Advertising booms 
i1 business booms and lots of incem 
lives ware given this time The 
flelirenting for eaemple. will en* 
u»urage business investmem. The 
people have got more purchasing 
power now and on the other hand, 
the delkensing and other benefits 
will encourage business invest¬ 
ment. You can already see the rwo- 
wheekr market burgeoning. So is 
the case with the automobile indus* 
iiv, packaged goods-., naturally 
Hilvcitisiiifi should boom 


TmMatae 

Q h the mdvsfry prepared to 
take on such a boom? Are you 
prrVeMicmai etsough? 

A: Nobody is ever profesalonal 
enough and surely this is going to 
be a big challenge. The advertising 
world has to deliver the goods. We 
would need some solid work to be 
done, both creative and oibarwlaa. 
We will have to restructure 
ourselves in this exciting jnonMnt. 

Q: Doyou have the eaujpmenr ro 
larJtie it? 

A: Oh. we have a lot of laJantad 
people working but they might not 
always be enough Advertising is a 
very hungry industry, very draun* 
ding We might have a talent'ihort 
situation. 


Q: Bow do we eompen with the 
West ia terms ei sacAolaua tad 
raitBt^ 

K\ Whit I hear is dut we are very 
good OA tba titalytis part of ft- 
Wfaera we tend w slip is wbee we 
COM to the coasuMr. We taod ie 
forget that the ceoitBear doM not 
buy enythiog because of what ia put 
is the adv e re lacm eat but because of 
wbat be gets out of the product. We 
have to be more consuaer* 
oriemed. Aa far as the production ia 
concenad we have made a quart* 
turn leap. We axe roaUy tops, wa 
can mat^ anything, anywhere, but 
again, when we come to fUms and 
television, we are way b^tlnd- We 
do not even have the right kind of 
acton and aarassai for our pu^ 
poaea. 

Q: Bow much importatfce do you 
givo to market roMarch before you 
go inro a rtiapafgn? Soma poofda 
seem to funethn in a vacuum... 

A; There are two things hare. 
Market raaaerch and advertising 
raaearch are both very taportaiu. 
We are not hare to put pictures end 
words together. Our expertlae ii in 
knowing the consumer, the ourket 
■ad our clients’ products. You hare 
to natch both to arrive at a good 
eombinatjon- a good, lucctMul 
campaign. You cannot function in a 
vacuom. 


I 

I ukin^ un .1 L^miJ.iign fur a cheiil'.ind 
I sh«M)iuk|; ii off f^'orn ilir studios. 

I iidvto .igencicN «>diiv heve lu 
I dii; Ji’op nitd miirket statistic, 

' >1111’ I Ml piUentiai lo terms of e%~ 
jMiu^ cotiipciitive peuducts and then 
I’liier anothet boardroom to plan the 
tiiedin ^laitiuh which involves 
iiaich planning market re&eerch. 
vv'h.'il with Television havmiicome up 
111 a lug way. Rul aiiutn ii is question 
ot him* riiit- Innk.s at it. There is. 
smisidciahle difleicnce of opinion ir 
llic' advoi'lisiiiK world on whal really 
I IS .1 K«tt(l advei liscmenf 
: i.iiila.s imliu. one of the top three 

i .iMvMUvs in iIk' louiitrv and known m 

^ the a> ihv '*nuntber one 

! hi and nukci .v" iv a iniaKy markei* 
oiiented tuiii which believes that it 
i> there ui sell goods thrrvugh its 
I campuii'Tis, noi to win awards for 
c rc'Ot 1 ve e xcel I e ncc ** N inei y per cent 
of any advernsement." »a>’s Stanley 
Finto. erne of the agency’s leading 
lights. *'mu8t have to do with the 


‘what* of ihingi. The other ten per 
cent i> the translation of that *what* 
into 'how' The adveriismer.is we 
make might not always he very excit* 
mg. they might not win awardv but 
they always have a strung selling 
centre " Lintas India is one agency 
which believes in the efficacy of 
conducting a market research and 
running saU'ur.enied campaigns. 
According to Pimo. Ijntas almost 
works like an extension of the 
marketing department of its clients 
and for every campaign they go hack 
to the client with their market stu* 
dies. At times they have advised 
their clients about the feasibility of 
[ lauiKhiiig utie pruduci ur the oiher. 
) On several occasions Lintas* clients 
I have taken the advice, modified 
I their products and ncM regretted it. 
But with several agencies this does 
not work. They feel there is no ne* 
ce&sity for the feedback service to 
the client and they defend it. Bharat 
Dabolkar who wrote most of the 


punchy Amul butter campaigns and 
U a top executive at DaCunha enter* 
prises thinks all the “jargon" about 
matket research is a “lot of non* 
sense.” “Those who talk of doing 
market research are just bluffing, 
using it as a crutch to provide more 
respectability to their profession,” 
Dabolkar says. He insists his cam 
paigns are nothing more than •‘sicn 
pie common sense”: it involves no* 
thing more. Indeed he says the more 
he tried to sec things in terras of 
market re»earcli, the mure confused 
he became. “Market and creetiviev 
are two vacuums and advertising is 
the challenge of creativity, not 
; strategy." He illustrates his point 
with campaigns for various tea 
brands. “Everybody knows strength 
and taste are the things advertisers 
are talking about. You are succeuful 
if you can say it batter. What do you 
need the market rtsaarch for?” 

Others, doubcleii, disagree. Thou 
main argument: idvartisanenci exist 


tmaar i^io i«n ym 








tOVhRSIOKY 


to soil. For this it is ntiaI to 

uaderstand human behaviour and 
(he vicistitude’i of the murkei One 
has to have (he heart lu kill even ihv 
most creative of cam|»isn>— '‘sutt% 
own beautiful child** in the words ol 
one in (he busine^^i'*if i( does not 
have the selling potuniial. Most of 
all. opinion goes, a successful adver¬ 
tising man has to he a glutton for 


figuirs and infuimation Thai is 
quifcH drah atfair and ii goci* against 
ihr iMiiiul.il* notion of adv«>rittang 
iK’jng .1 lca*hurlig|ii. glamour wutld 
Thai diK*'. not mean advertising is a 
ilull plaie ro he iii A ci»pywriter who 
has untnulv dulled I'loni louinahsm 
to adveiiisuig ihiiiks lier piesenl 
profession is .is ext iiitig. il not mure 
“You keep miviing new interesting 


I people who are u degree none iiosoo 
Ventional than pniriulisis and .o 
' (<me& moie ihrtllmg And ihcic is 
! always this challenge with new 
I assigrmems coming " The enviiun 
. meni, speunllv lu Boinbav. still Indi 
: a's ad vet Using cainia!. is exiiemels 
professional Work schedules ate 
actonishiugly precise and packed 
Asked for an appuinimeiu. an execii 


“A Whole Lot of Interesting Things 
Are Happening in the Ad World” 


5hainbhn "flobhy *-Sism iso/rc*ol 
the oldest hands—hifi. old daJ" 
ns someone pvt n—in the jdyeriis 
inp biiKiitess rud.it. /i.ivuig iH'vn 
with it .xirri’c* ihv Jays ol its irifarrct 
hack ttJ rfie hfin's to its prvsviit 
innmeni of ymith llistathvi. Vvok 
arruo .S'lxtu. ivos cure ol the pioneeis 
of hid I JO jdycnisinti ainl the nuiit 
ciediled with l.wiichinp the cnim 
tvy's fiist full'fledpeJ jJveiiisuip 
•igenc.v riear/v SO yeaiK ago Bohh\ 
Siste himself took to the nude at ret 
studying odieriiong tn FMpl.niJ Im 
I wo yeiii fi u( n time when the "in'ott 
and awamicss lot adieirrsriig in 
India h.ic ^iust f*c'girrrrr/ig ro mi/ 
fjvc- " He cha/ig<*d ri .irks n*r a fn i«7 
period to Itecome the nurketiiip 
djre(ti»f of the Re a dec s' Digest in 
the i77id-5p.\nr> hur rarui* Ihnk to 
skipper 5»jsrr*s rrjvuie f.inn ted to 
{^fvne siu'.vss 

Vim I hare v«>eo .rdeerns/if^ 
^^clwngf oyt'i rfiiee decides 

A; Yes. the ti jnsfornutioii h.is 
been phenomenal. At the tune I 
began working, little was known of 
adverlisiiig in this country re^iple. 
even big Indusirialisis did not seem 
10 realise its impori.tiue In the 
business itself the basic skills woio 
still being developed. Nui much 
was known ot research or muiket 
ing. pixKluctuin tecliiiiqui's ol>v*ious 
ly were piinutive when conip.ued 
to what they are tud.iy, Tod,i>. 
advertising is a lot none piolessinn- 
al. the techniques, the tieople. ev 
erything has chungc'd. 

Q: Mow would you comp-ire tho 
two eras? 

A' It is very difficuli lo make 
comparisons. Every protessuui goes 
through a certain pi‘<Mress iii which 
there is competition all the time 
The strong survive, (he weak fall hv 
the wayside but I would certainly 
like to say that (he cuenrtal qual¬ 
ities of people involved in advertis¬ 
ing (hen... (hey were giants, people 


flidibv .SigJci fif .SisfiV.s (nld SrvriM 

wiih miuh niuie mmuii Thvv had 
much HUM 1 * tuiKrill fui (he* piufes 
siuii Thun (W-u|i]e h.ive (udas It i> 
Ihtw wIhi air i «*s|Mmsilii« im m.ik 
ing IikImii udiri Using wh.ii it i> 
cml,i\ Il IS (lire w’hu fiH esaiiipir, 
li.id lu (iisi ruiiMiur lug luisiiicss 
uihI hmImsiiv <»| (Ih* c.ilwr ,uid (h* 
del it> ul .idcriUsing whuli w.is a lot 
of fluid woik Alsu, ilu- wiiUM' and 
.iMisis imoivc-d III .ulviuii<cii)g at 
ihai nmr wi-ii-gu-.il |>r»pir I mean 
.MW Ml the p'lnlings ui ,i iimii like 
tK’ I’.iwguU i.ui fw pill up as u 


Things have begun to 
look up with this budget. 
At least I have the 
feeling that the future 
holds promise....6ut 
w hat the ad world is 
unhappy about is the 
unfair measure of 
allowing 15 per cent 
discounts if public 
sector advertising i$ not 
done through private ad 
agencies. 


inciiul wfilch Is simu’ihiiig soil c.in 
M<>i do wiili rhi* kind ol ai tie oik 
iK’iiig prodiiii’d (ikJ.iv i.^ixiih'sif m 
dav. lliur .it-stlKnu* s^-ns* hus gone 
Is rjh'Oi I/I sluu: Mif>pf\ ’ 

A* \o. 1 w»tnrnln*i say rli.»i. rfictc 
are sume ct-rs good i>eople in acUci- 
Using lod.iN hur sometimes (Mie 
d(M.*s tool the |MMcn. 

llh.ir MO the ••rhei piohlems 
that are fat'rig riie .Kfivirisi/u? in* 
dvsfi'v iihI.ix ’ 

A' Things li.ive Imgun to liwik up 
w^th thi» budget. .AI lea<i I have ihc' 


lechiig ifial (lit luliiio holds prnm 
iscv WV have cvc^ii cungjalidfilcd 
I he gotc'inmeiU nn (In- ginwih- 
oiietded (hulking hui what (he 
udveitiMiig world is iinhuppv ahum 
is this arUitrarv. itu-xplicahU-, nn- 
Uii .ind iinprofes^ioTial mvasorc of 
ulhmiiig n pel vent discnnnts if 
pufdic sc'Cito .idveiiisiiig is not 
done (hiMiigli piivate advenicuig 
ugeiKies I (lon'i sc‘e w-hal (hv lng(c 
(wliKid lh(s disc<»iii(t Is. After all k 
Is we w’hu have gni the i>x|U'ilise in 
ihv field We dovel«i|>«>d ull the 
skills .III(I m.ide advei Using whai it 
| s i<»da\ These skills ufe mu wiih 
the piihlii sc-il<M Tlu-u whv (lie 
diMUuiiis' IVopU do iMU leulise i( 
lull udveiiisuig IS MiK- <a till- niosi 
uis«%iii(- piufvssioiis going l<»dav 
sou ntiglii hui'e .ill 'he good 
.liiounts, u>nH>iM'w M>u >u,ic out 
«i»d vuii could lealb fx- doivn in die 
diMllps And ilie tx.on clilpru heicis 
the public sc-ciui ufucli Ui»T Miilv 
lu-sii.ites luu .dsM. siinrigilc. shiKs 
Its .ic\«nuus liom one .lgmu^ to 
anoihc’i cseis couple el cc'.us, 

KiU fnosfK .Ts. .is \ mi -..Ik, liiok 

hnuht loi .uhoii'siiii: 

A .VdceiUsing ui Itiiiiu is .ii .i 
sl.ige lioiii w licit' 11 c«in onK go 
upw.itds The'c o no sudden, oket- 
night spun itsilile but cviTaiiih u 
g<Hid peiimf uhc-.nl t'lniplccl with 
this meteusc- in cunsurnoi pioduc- 
non hus also come tins new media 
c t-liK I o—Duo I dui sli.i n-. which 
vvouM Ik- the biggest Ibm directly 
(m the cimsuiiuT DiiiheuilK*! Imnd. 
luial put chasing powvi ts being 
tupp^'d S>ra*e SUV advei using in t<Ki 

uibuii-oi I-lied. IT iso’t Tkic> rcujl 

buver lb alts ays coming to thv 
iK'aresi uthan cent it- .uid he is 
inline need by what he sees theie. A 
cc hole lot ui ihingN uic happening in 
the advertising woild... in u wav tve 
haven't even begun .. 

fntarrlfM by Thekue 
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Memorable Campaigns 


W hat makaa ai) ini^rtatins. 

memorable campalan? Diff** 
r«nt people have different reatoAt. 
Go<»d artwork, a cuuple ol carchy 
lines; would that be lulficient? 
According to those are the 

right ingredients. But not every- 
iK^y is prepared to accept chat 
Such an advvftisemtnt miaht be 
memorable, not euancially success' 
ful. And succeu in the markei is 
the maior determinant ol the quail' 
tv of a campaign. About a yearand- 
a-half agu an agency had reJeated 
what looked like an eaquisiie, fair' 
as i^'ihe rosd'In'Uey advertisement 
for ladies’ undergareienta On pap 
«r, jt looked perfect. Yet the pro' 
duct It attempted to launch failed, 
in xptte of all the creative fcnius it 
had, the campaign failed to sell. As 
Viiianti Tikku. a copywriter in 
Everest Advertiiing Agency seyt. 
“It is no longer important to just 
write a nice line, JtahouJd be able 
to rake on the market.” 

Lirit is a living legend. It is a 
campaign that'«*altar being in the 
market for almost a dacada^is still 
as fresh to cha eyes and as success' 
ful on the sala-siatiitics charts. Urll 
was a cnsls'management product 
and lomething for which the advcT' 
riser can take full credit. It wes 
launched at a time when the popu¬ 
lar suap industry was under the 
stress of stringent price control. 
Hindustan Lever vrhlcb gets almost 
SO par cent of lia turnover from 
soaps was badly hie. They needed 
premium soaps to conpenaare the 
setback in the popular soap market 
They relaunched Pears and Lax 
Supreme but with limited success. 
Lmtas India or specifically Alyque 
Padamsee, then decided to do 
something. The Liril cpOMMlgn was 
entirely his. For 18 nnotha he and 
his men at Limas reteerch^. Wbat 
do women fantasise n their beth- 
rooms? What do men think of whale 
bathing? Finally Padfmaee came 
nut with a slot that wai still vacadt: 
freshness. In only ite second year. 
Uhl become the nuoih^ one pse* 
mtum soap in the market. Aa m* 
tere«iing sidelight » that Karen 

Lunel, the model m tber CUm.hes 

according to some statistfes. bad 
more one-time exposure than any 
filmstar: the short was running in 
2 ,S 00 cinema houaee aoves the 
country at the tame tlma. Aiwthir 
succeu that Uniaa hai.rectotly bad 
is the "Lalitaji*' caiMii^ for Surf. 
Than there wee M mht 9f 


Hot ^ot campaijm done by Sis* 
ia*s for Indta's first instant camera. 
The “Hot Shot lady” capturod (he 
imagination and the market and 
last year the campaign won a string 
of awards for excalleiKe. As one ^ 
Sista*s rivals in the industry put ii, 
"The Hot Shot campaigs took the 
fear out of photography.*’ Its 
creator is a lady called Jean 
Durante, creative direetor of Sfsia’s 
and considered by her chief, Bobby 
Slsta. one of the beet advertising 
brains in the eounirv. 

UaCuoha is in many ways a tread' 
setter in the advettising buslntss. It 


tunjty, reproducing the fDM adver¬ 
tisement and filllog up the space 
left open with en advertisement for 
*'Orion 8000” c'omputers. ”We fill in 
the blanks that others leave** said 
the campaign banner 
One could go on. Advertising is 
an expanding, diversifying world. 
Things are felling into slots. Judg' 
menr is becoming classified and 
trends are multiplying. At an audie* 
visual show in Bombay recentlyi 
Ravi Cupta of Trikaya Advertising 
Agency pointed out some new 
fronts Indian advertising was 
breaking into. Advertising for rurel 
markets, shoddv liJf a year ago. has 


fWe fill in ttie blanks that others leav^ 
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t»ia leoev wtf •O' 


n« 0t«r) aCHX IS ' 
Itan Cfluoi '.l 
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wes the fine agen^ to name ita 
competitors directly in Rs cee- 
paigna: the Nutramul cam^^ 
quoted the prices of aU mopecitive 
prod ecta te the market to show bow 
cheap Nutresnil itaetf was. ”Pao^ 
began tayiog this was not ethical,* 
says Kal^car of DaCunba, 

we donY think ethks were at 
all involved. We were sot pais^g a 
velua judgment oa ow co u i p ct i to s ei 
it w«j only a factual wammeat. 
q\|OtiBg th^ prios.” This seems to 
io e Ufeityle ei DeCuabgV Only 
races lip, IDM computers bed 
advenised their prodwet esd left a 
specs open ■Jiwiliegmmhii 


gone tlkk with films being pnK 
duced Oh hidi brands, durr^l, 
surtUfig images are being in- 
creeaiagly used^or example. Ded' 
saJ pipelines, FLTs ccmpaqms. Aloe 
in use are computeriaed spedaJ 
effects. Last but not the least, poll-. 
tical ^veitwing wes gives a 
fillip by RadiffusloD. What we shgU 
eeelocrwasingly m the days to come 
is more public service adverdstag. 
Ageaciee have already leun^M 
plana fm formiAg a fadaration of 
edvertieara whose main work would 
be to MCiai conidouaneH 

and produee an;l-llqisor admtisa- 
mema.g acopapnda war wbrtdg 
hkn^igi u e au ae ui of wengn. 

UiaOf pliiwing.* nvingh etc. 
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^Advertising Pays in the Long Run’ 


Ashis MUtq ofhiTA (oJd Si'sdav 


fttadMtaft TboBO^ca Awocia^w 
ltd. iHTA) is it u$ ftAJM <a 

iadustrj, An i#soc;arc 
of 9 wwldwidn n^ncj, HTA hta 
g!V 0 o s new drsaaaidn to odvents- 
ing ia /nd/t ty isitiad^ 9ctenn’//c 
mothods of commt/wieatfen and 
mnrkor resotrcb. Wd> mb annosJ 
btlUng ot over Ri ctotm, it 
octopm the onvinbU aximber ont 
petition in the tdvertziind 
noMM AsMa Mitr*,' toMBMier of tho 
Ctlcuttw braoeh (hoed office: Bern- 
bay) spoke ro Sunday ea the stare 
and proapeerr of advertisint. Ex¬ 
cerpts: 

Q : What is the reason behind the 
sudden boom in the advertising 
bueiaesa? 

A: MUn tnduatry hat be^un to 
recofniie idvertiilne ai an lostru- 
meni of narketiAf. With cbo rapid 
growth of Industry ^aad tho fiorco 
compotiricn lo dif morhoi. the 
boom in idvertislog vraa ospected. 
Coo can say that tho buitnessman 
has roallsod that advortisias booats 
aaiai. 

Q: There has been a mathroom- 
lag of edvertieiag agencies^ Oo you 
thiek that they are eompeiene 
enough 10 dohVor rho goods? 

A- There are over 400 accredi 
dated ad ageocies in the country 
oui o* which only 10 per cent are 
goAuine ad conauliantS) the rest can 
M cidied suppliers. Many pec^le 
are lured into advertising because 
it can make a very good one-man 
busineu. The ihvestmsnt is mini- 
mum vid chg returns faaiastlc. 
Advertising is t Klentific concept 
requiring wdepsh market research 
and anaiy^s of soac^nication 
probleffli. Most ^ the « a^ncies 

vddeh have sprung up oeArni^t do 


Associarea 



Aihk MHn 

not have the wherewithal lo tqitiate 
such a research. Moweter. there are 
a few brilliant new faces in the 
business like Response and 
Grant. 

Q' The transformetton of Door- 
dershen from black A white tv a 
cohurfuK enrertarnj'ng medium has 
con5idrr«b^ iignifKeoce. How mil 
the print media survive TV's pull 
on advertisers? 

A: It has survived everywhere in 
(he world end it will survive in 
India. Certain forms of ad cam¬ 
paigns have (0 be carried cut 
through newspepers and periodic¬ 
als. Going by our ciieois> there has 
been no cuts in ad budgets ear¬ 
marked for (he print media. It is the 
film industry which b going ro be 
affected. 

Q: Of the torn! amounr spent on 
advertising, less than JO per cent is 


spent oo TV. The pace et which Che 
TV network is expanding, it it eir- 
pested ro consume S3 per cent by 
J990. Do you think that publiidsers 
have suffiaenr reason ro penicr 

A; In a country where 70 Arcane 
of the people cannot afford.rwo 
square me^s a day it vfoukl M 
ridiculous to aetume that they wflf 
be in a position to buy TV recelvm 
by 1990. It is no use opening relay 
centres and floating TV wavoa ln 
rha ether. It is not likely that teievl- 
Sion will gobble up 33 per cent of 
adwnisbm revenue. 

Q: In about three weeks of pre> 
efecsiwt cempeign. ri>e Coogreae(Jl 
spent ten crorts on adverriai>lg|« jlo 
you thiok that the party opeiAed up 
new avenues for the adeenhdpg 
induury? 

A- I am happy that (be ad iodvi' 
try has been called upoir \o play 
such a role. But as a natter of 
principle we do not do poliitgiJ 
campaigning primarily because We 
do not have the necessary vhna- 
withal to communicate ytith the 
masses Jiving in remote villages. 
India’s vote bank lies In the v: (JligM 
and 1 have doubu regarding the 
role played by those As ten crores. 

Q: Are you satisfied with the 
amount spent on advertising todays 

A: Certainly not. India TRen^ 
about f>.3 per cent of its QIV qa 
advernsing which is about tw 
lowest in tlw world—«even less than 
whac Pakbran spends. The Indian 
corporate sector spends a meagre 
1.5 pur cent of their sales turnover 
on advertising. The mduage^ 
should realise that advertising pay< 
in the long run, that one should 
increase one’s ad budgets when one 
is doing badly. 


tive in one of the advertising agen¬ 
cies fixed the time of meeting at 17 
minutes past six. He later explained 
he had to be in the studio till ten past 
six and coming up three floors (in¬ 
cluding the time needed to wait for 
(he lift) would have taken approx* 
imaiely seven minutes. 

A dvertising today engages some of 
the best creative brains in the 
country. Names like Aiyqne Padam* 
see, described by some as the most 
outstanding advertising man in the 
country, the right mix of the market¬ 
ing expert and (he creative genius, 
Keriy Katrak, Roger Pereira. Frank 


Simoes. Rohbv KiMp. Mike Kh.inno. 
Tara Sinha. Sylves«»-i DaCunha. 
among others Anc^her geneiatinn of 
(diented people is coming up J«-un 
Durante. Sur(*<h Malik, Ivan Anhui 
and Quneiin Cohello Rut v»iih uork 
expanding and becoming mure de 
mauding. agencies beginning to 

feel the '‘cieativc- pinch." Slowly (he 
creative talent Iwgun to \m soaked 
diy. 

In (h« mid-Sixties and early- 
Seventies advertising was all raxs- 
matasz while the buliness that gener¬ 
ated advertising was not too fund. 
Things today are the reverse Busi¬ 
ness has multiplied manifold Inii 


there iv a dUtinci fall in the number 
nf appiicums because- the glamorous 
sheen of ailverixing had evaporated 
and people- h«id realised it was not 
nnlv fun bui a.«o a lot of hard work. 
S*»metimcs lines have to be written 
end rewritten a thousand times be¬ 
fore til imal one is selected. A small 
paragiaph may take weeks to com¬ 
pose. One hrand name could take all 
(he iH-rn-uutions a human brain can 
do with the help of a computer. 
Naturally, mure people went the 
ocher wey Standards fell and 
creativity, most people seam to 
agree, is no'vhere near what U used 
to be in the Fifties and Sixties. 
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AiyQue PadoitiMe. mano^ng director, Lin toe India,told St^WAr 


Advtrriting in Indin tm comn i 
wny with Alyqun Pndnmsnn. 
tit hid *‘atrayed“ inn it toort than 
two decadat ago '^bccauio it paid 
wail’’: R9 300 a month. Ha found it 
inratasring and than ha bagan mak¬ 
ing it mora intarattiog and 
maaningfui. That ii tha part 
Padamsoa wouid like to ttrtm on. 
Padamsea Is known mora aa a 
thaatra man but be is tha twain 
behind as many advartislng tuacaa- 
sas MS playsy sf nor more. AdvaetU- 
tng, jn fact< baaoaa an «xt«n* 
Sion of his work ott she stage. 

Q :7ha lAaarre has aiwaya dsflu- 
encad you, basalt it? 

A; Y^s, even whare advartiiini it 
concerned. Theatre ttugbc me thet 
unlett you can involve people you 
are not communicating. It might be 
information but not communica* 
tion. You have to put electricity 
into the informetion to make it 
commur>ieation. And communica* 
rlnn it wher advertiiing ii all about. 
You are not only telling people 
wmething. you are doing some¬ 
thing tu them. I often tell a itory to 
illustrate this point. Thera were 
t%vo blind men on a street. Both had 
sticks In tboir hands. tin«cups for 
coins and placards hanging from 
their necks. The placard of the first 
blind man said: '1 am blind,’ But the 
other one had wrnten on hia pla- 
card: ii is spring and I am blind.' 
The first was information, the 
second commumcation. Take that 
family planning slogan itself. “Ck 
ya do has '* it said. 1 do not say it was 
bad or unauccossful'-^perhaps peo* 
piv got bored with it-^ut come* 
thing could he done tu it. Some' 
thing that could communicate bet¬ 
ter. And then we made this film. We 
took a far. put one tomato into it, 
put another ond a third one. Then 
we show this hand trying to shut rha 
lid and all the tomatoes burst up. 
And then vre ^how this line. '*£irya 
do bas. " People told me it was too 
highbrow and wondered whether 
tha common man would understand 
it but we got an HO to ftS par cant 
re:ipous4*. Even in clnetaa halls, in 

the galleries up front and in rural 
areas we could see people raacring 
to the bursting up of the tomatoes. 

Q: Why baya you stayed on ot 
adaeniiUn^ even after your aoccdts 
sWrh tha rheaira^ 

A: Two reasons basically. Tbeasra 
doesn't pay well aaoughi adveviu* 


Abee* '■Advcnbibig b Mcb aa loOTsrtagiOb to he ealng 


ing does. But more importantly, 
•dvartisiftg is such an intemting 
job to be doing. There is so much 
interaciiort with life, so mach about 
human nature that you come lo 
know. Sometimes the things you 
come to realise are startling. For 
example, when we were launchiag 
a soap. Do you know Uie only time 
an ordinary middle<]ass woman is 
all by herself? All through the day 
she is either cooking or leaning or 
looking after her husboad and chil¬ 
dren. The only rime she is all alone 
is when she ^uts the doors of her 
bathruotB to bathe. Thun she starts 
humming and that bar of soap in 
her hand unlocks her fantasies. 
Those are the only moments a 
woman has exclusively for herseU. 

Q: So you work on that fantasy... 

A: There is nothing wrong in 
having a fantasy. Everybody has a 
fantasy... You, 1. ever^wdy. ft is a 
necessary release from the pres 
ures of life. But let me tell you, I are 
one hundred thousand per cent 
against decviffal advartiaing. You 
cannot get anywhere with it. Do ytni 
think you can cheat the commas 
man? No, he is very clever. Lots of 
people say advertising encourages 
extra spewing, 1 do not ihink ae, 
Nnbodv aenewy spends a rupee 
titra tot chtnge that he does not 


winked. The "dahatr Is the man 
with the most common sense. 

Q: This Is a vary inrarasting 
period for riie industry, isn^t itf 

A; Yes. It has been such a good 
budget. We must congratulate the 
Prime Minister for having given us 
such a good one The work will 
increase as busiAess grows. 1 myself 
am recruiting more people thia 
time than before. Then there are 
these very young, enthusiastic peo* 
pie who have gone out and opened 
their own agencies, making the 
scene so livHy and comped uve. 
They might be small, but they are 
very professioBel. We have all the 
“MSA.s" coming in. experts in 
marketing and research techni¬ 
ques, There is much more cbooi^t 
content to advertising than it u^ 
to be. It is becoming more dyAan^' 
c.-it comet more than half the way’ 
10 meet you which was run the.cack 
five or seven years ago. And 
sion hat come in a btg way. An 
iacredibly strung medium. 

Qi IFbar nde do you sea- for 
advertising in the years to eptiH? 

A: The avenuas art dapenlidg*. 
We are the only. prefeetioDate 
coatmaokadois bueineev 
tkd g ox « rime nt wilt 
th«.4ivo1nM u deUvot iHi Boeda. 
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‘if Business BoomSp So Does Advertising” 


SfonJey Pinto, director. Lintoi Indio, told Svhoay 


Floor fiftoon of Exprott Towon in 
Somboy it i rofuttiorL It h the 
Linns floor. AJmott o droomworld, 
rJie m/ii here bioir>upe of Linres' 
c$mpoiga$, peneis of some of the 
botf eeVercjsj;^ specimens in ehe 
world sad cvtooa^uips on hippen* 
Aigt iasidf che ed-wor/ct^ In one 
eobia ritt StuUoy Pinto, dw direc- 
tier of Uams fntu. Short, itout tad 
pogiytieoU bo ipako tboot Lintss 
OM odroitiMiOf. Excorpts: 

Ww Botf do yoa rate m stondtrd 
^Cof tdsmtiaiog today? 

A; Vi oomj pceletdocal world. 
,tB80«e modi better ia the sense 
seeesrch Isdlities are 
.oMmW We have access to a let 
Mte Asermedos. starimtiAs ttch< 
id^bM fn*s Isaprovad. Adrerrisins 
fb^fiadbo botxor focussed 
' lie driott oe the creecree 


.iMntaadnrdi 
do mUySata MO 


of 0M> 


attracted by the glamour that was 
supposed to be here. The industry 
at that time did not need eo meoy 
people so a lot of them, eren ^ood 
ones, were turned away. Today, the 
Industry is espanding at a great 
rate but there aren't enough people 
wanting to cone, perhaps because 
the gJamour*myTh has been ex* 
ploded. So, a lot ol eediocre tsJeat 
has been ^ven room. What is the 
altemarlTe? Also, sereial talented 
people have gone freelanoe they 
earn more money dsat aray. 

Q: You Just said adrartisiag is 
axpaodiag. What is the txtaot? 

A: Advertisns is only the puUie 
face of business. If busbiess booms, 
so does advertumg. Take the Sud¬ 
den OP£C-inspired shntp m basi* 
ness tn 1974. AdvertteiBg was.dewa 
too. 1 would not say adeertieiBg hi 
boomiai in India te^, the ram af 
vew4t Is rather sioefb. liKBMta 


Q: How h it iikaly to affeci tha 
adyarrising iodustry? 

A? Tba increase in business will 
lead to a corresponding increase in 
advertUiflg but there are other 
ebaages that are going to come. 
There is bound to be s media>vi>e 
redistributes of expenditure, a re* 
divisJ^ of the medie piu. Televi* 
sion has become a much stronger 
medtum with the middle classes 
spaaaHy. Clnems^s and a section of 
the press—the hiiddle income 
press will be under pressure. 

Q; How much is Linns jxi/Iuexiced 
bp the personality of tha man who 
haods it: Aiyoue Padamsee.^ 

A graar ^al, I should say. He 
if fl^ mosf otttscanding advertising 
iBih la the couutry. He knows ex* 
a c^l t i bat to do before launching a 
taa^lgp, if an aapert on market* 
te| todniOttM and a highly crea* 
dnoaUdLA* In HA H the ftfhar of 
m—iH^M.tnvir tel which Un 
' bow agMcyl. 
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The problems of the advertising 
industry do not end here. There is 
the public sector which, to quute (he 
managing director of one of the (op 
agencies, has been "erratic and irra* 
(tonal" in its behaviour with adver* 
tising firms. Often they shift 
accounts without rhyme or reason A 
major outflow medium is of course 
television now; the major focus of 
attention of advertisers. Ask anyone 
in the advertising Industry and he 
will tell you how eager all clients are 
to put more money in this fast 
spreading medium. Suddenly the ex¬ 
penditure on advernsing on relevi* 
sion is galloping; an estimated Rs .10 
crores in I9fl4, making a !>n per com 
jump from Rs 20 crores in 1943. 
There are all indications that with 
the continuing expansion of the tele* 
vislun netwoik across the length and 
breadth of the country, inputs into 
television commercials will keep 
going up. 

The i|uesrinn that is often asked is; 
Is there a threat to the print media’*' 
There car b« no two opinions aboui it 
hut the press has nothing to fear 
from television Even when the tele 
vision boom hit the West, it had left 
the press untouched There could be 
an initial period of stress, paiticular 
ly for the middle income press hot 
the volume of press advertising is 
quite large. In I9B4. while R> 30 


^Handbome 

ufiimer 


utffiWO} biHffirlCl) 

Amuf 


A IhK unh 4 rrralieii: inpkal 

Cl ores were spent on televisioiu Rv 
.iM croreN went into advertising in 
* thc> prim media The wriiren word 
ulwav* curries more weight, Whai 
, tuJevisinn tfiuld really hit is advertis¬ 
ing 111 cinema halls and m the out* 
doors 

But vvhatv* i*r Ik* ihv lialance. the 
volume nf advertising is going to lie 
much higgei and its prv>cnce will be 


felt more heavily eveiywlunc. Sever 
will there he a stage when iheic will 
he too much arivcriisnig Whcic dui 
It all bt'gin? Komeiine i cm.irk<*ii rven 
the world’s oldest pmfvssinn n<*i'iUd 
advertising. Today there is uu |ii«>lvs 
Sion, in faci .loihing that rttlwriisnig 
does not Inuch Jt follows us evuiv- 
where but in death 
Sa n hSf W wn ThWiur. Bombty 
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Be Indian, See Indian 

TheTiome/node’TV serial has arrived 


T ekvision has suddenly be¬ 
come CindreUa at (he ball, 
with a new ^uwn and the dirt 
washed off. Movie mo^huls 
are rushing in from Bombay with 
sheaves of scripts end video cassettes 
of pilot projects for TV seriels, hop¬ 
ing that rheirs will be the glass 
slipper which vrill fit. The age of the 
Indian TV serial has finally arrived— 
late perhaps, but dramatically 
enough The gold rush is on: Doordar 
shtn hes become an El Dorado for a 
dying film industry, already reeling 
from the deleiirious effects of video 
piracy, and now, a spate of indige¬ 
nous TV seriels. The revised timings 
for the seriels at B.30 pm have cut 
into both the evening and night 
shows. 

It all started with Humhg which 
came in as a lame, homely duck. It 
was a serial about a lower middle 
class family with its travails and 
triumphs which rushed pest the 
finishing lines of rating charts, de¬ 
spite the cynicism of media critics. It 
crossed 8S per cent viewing, pushing 
irucy. the favourite American sitcom 
(situation comedy) serial to the 
wings, and eventually off the Kreen. 
The world of advertising and the 
officials in the ministry of informa- 
lion end broadcasting woke up to the 
fact that they bad a golden goose 
between themsclvo. While the tinsel 
world of Bombay could pui in the 
creative talent, egged on by the 
advertising men v;ho provide the 
money. D^rdarshan could sell its 
precious TV time, a commodity 
advertisers are eager lo grab. 

Neat to follow in the wake of the 
phenomenal and surprising popular¬ 
ity of was the slapstick TV 

serial Yeh jo hai rindagi, made at 
almost breakneck speed by Kundan 
Shah of jMvie bhi do yaaron fame. 
First, Shah was asked by Doordar- • 
shan to get six episodes (the re¬ 
quisite number before a serial can be 
aired) ready by December 1984, but 
in August he was told that the epi¬ 
sodes had (9 be ready by mid 
September. By February 198S, Door- 
darihan’s audience survey had re¬ 
vealed that Yeh jo bai tindagJ had a 
91 per cent rating, leaving behind 
even Num/og, at 83 per cent. Even 
the perennially popular programme 
of Hindi film songs, Churahsar was 
not much above 60 per cent and the 
Sunday Kindi feature film (the box 


office hit. Masooat) got only 83 per 
cent rating. LtKy’s lop ratings had 
never crossed SO per cent and Vet 
Ministar, (be BBC satirical serial, 
never crossed 30 per cent. 

Imported programmes were oui 
The accent and the idiom of the 
British programmes went over most 
heads, as did the humour. Finally the 
penny dropped: India is beautiful; he 
Indian, buy Indiaiv—and see Indian. 

1 From 10 March this year, the TV 
serials ma^ in India jumped to 
fourth gear; Doordarshan is screen¬ 


ing, in its network programme 
beamed to 16g transmitters, six Indi¬ 
an TV serials a week, one episode of 
half an boor every evening (Humic^ 
comes on twice a week) and an 
episode Ml Sunday mornings. Be¬ 
sides, there are many more in the 
pipeline. 

Most of the TV serials are from 
Bombay. Sponsors are now queueing 
up in New Delhi and as the secretary, 
information and broadcasting, S.S. 
Gill cold SunbAY. '*We might have to 
start a roiatioa system of time slots 
for the adveniaers... There is just 
that much time.* It is almost as if the 
now fairly old new wave cinema—if 
that is what films which win the 
national awards or those which com¬ 


prise much of the Indian panorama 
section of inismational film festivals 
in India or our exports to internation¬ 
al film festivals abroad can be cal¬ 
led—had found a lucrative outlet in 
TV serials or in telefilms Television 
came to the rescue of cinema, 

Sai Paranjpye's Ados pados, Kun- 
d.in Shah*s Yah jo h»i zindagi, idhar 
udhar (a Shobha Doctor idea), S. 
Sager's IChandaan. Vinay Dhumale’s 
Apradhi kaun^ (a detective serial) 
have already made it to the little 
screen and it lookv as if they are 


staying on. Doordarshan usually 
gives a contract for 13 episodes (al^ 
out three months) which is renew¬ 
able. 

The Delhi Cbalo call whs given 
because the advertisers diKOvered 
alter market surveys that they could 
get good mileage out of television. 
They had a captive audience and the 

attractive **ujBbrelU coverage" for a 

large number of products. The run¬ 
away success of the sponsored shows 
which in the last year or so hava 
increased the commercial revenue of 
Doordarshan from Rs 19 croraa ro 
over Rs 30 crorts. But government 
offkials are treading warily. They do 
not want DoordarAan’i new found 
proepericy to defeat its origiaal pur- 






pose^io inform and enlij^Ten view* 
ers. Says Harish Khanna, director 
general. Doordarshan, "1 would not 
like to copy foreign serials.. If ihe 
formula psychology becomes obses¬ 
sive. we will rue the day... Revenue is 
not my objective, it is purely inciden* 
tal." Bui it is a marriage of conveni* 
ence, really, between Bombay and 
Delhi; “The pressures might of 
course build up, but we do have the 
final say and control over what is 
screened... And we need each other. 
They have the programmes, and 
they need the air time. I cannot make 
deald with Rohini Hattangadi, Srir* 
am Lagoo. Sai Paranjpye or Culsar.’* 
What the success of the two serials 
has done is to prove that India too 
can make comedier and snap operas. 
Our neighbouring countries end 
many ot the Asian enuntnas import 
TV shows, Jock, stock and harrei. The 
dearth of foreign exchange has 
pruved to be a blessing in disguise 
for Indian television. 

There is another reason for Door* 
darihan's open*door policy to the 
Bombay filmworld. With the 180 new 
cransmirters and the eapansiun of 
the TV network there had to be 
accompanying software production. 
Doordarshan does not have the re* 
Cjuisite infrastructure or the equip* 
mem. Said Khanna, “TeJevision has 
only 18 studios after 2^ years of 
television in this country, ti is 
already infancy leading into 
obsolescence Moreover, the private 
studios have better equipment than 
us..." 

Information secretary Gill,who can 
be described as the midwife of Rum- 
Jog which staned it all. is also cau* 
tious about opening that door to 
Bombay and sponsored programmes 
too wide; “I deliberately held back 
my hand. Low tariffs have helped 
increase the catchment area. People 
will get used to escalating tariff, we 
will increase them in a few months.* 
Aware that the shoe is now on the 
other foot, it beint; a buyers' market 
today as far as TV goes, the informa¬ 
tion secretary adds: “Elsewhere it is 
the pressure of the seller and the 
product itself which dictate terms. 
We now give the subject, approve the 
director,the project and script. We 
have tighter control and can ensure 
aesthetic quality and social consent." 
In fact, Doordarshan only takes 13 
episodes at a rime. Cill said again: 
“We do not want the producers to 
feel very relaxed, they will start 
giving us junk." 

Incerescingly enough, it all began 
with what was to be a vehicle for a 
social message. Numiog was initially 
intended to be a copy of the Mexican 
government sponsored soap opera 
Come With Me and We the Ftniiy, 
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which had a dcfioice social objective: 
family planning, or adult iiieracy, or 
Status of women; in fact a huadred 
episodes tackled a single jirobleoi. 

Mr Gill returned from a trip to 
Mexico in October 1983 with a file on 
the popular Mexican soap opera. 
Doordarshan was supposed to nit a 
soap opera series, a family serial, to 
the Mexican master design, but with 
Indian cituatioas. UumJog was like a 
Trojan horse of entertainment, car* 
tying bidden in it "socially relevant" 
messages; family planning, honesty, 
hard work, etc. 

After meeting many writers. Gill 
found Mr Manner Shyam Joshi, who 
was then editing Weikoftd Review. 
had been with Dinmen and SepraAik 
Hioduitea and it a popular Hindi 


novelist as the most suitable person 
to write the serial. “1 thought his 
imagination would not run dry after . 
30 episodes...We needed at least 
200,..and he inspired confidence," 
said Gill.Next came the director P. 
Kumar Vasudev who was returning 
to TV after a career in films (Kuwari 
Bahu was his latest film). The Kum* 
Jog saga was on. with SX. Garg, 
formerly of <he Delhi TV rentre, as 
the executive producer. 

The importance of the success of 
Humfog cannot be emphasised 
enough. The ice was finally broken 
with that indefinable common'man. 
Tliere was somathing in this sen* 
limental serial about a lower middle 
class family of three generttlonv 
headed by Dadaji whi» drew TV 
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viewers to identify themselves with 
ii. The characters became household 
names; whereas an Amitabh Bach- 
chan or a Rekha remain an Amtrabh 
and Rekha after thetr myriad roJes. J 
Dadiiji. the JovabJy inept LaJIu. Bar- 
ku Chulki and fihagvanti retained 
their TV names, often in their own 
homes as well. 

So complete is the sense of idenii* 
ficaifon that many young women 
have landed up in the house of the 
actress who plays Barki and deman¬ 
ded to know why she does not marry 
her boyfriend: Barki in one of the 
episodes cools off towards her fiance 
because she refuses to apologise to 
his uncle as he wants her to. In fact, 
the TV centre has even received 
threatening letters from people who 
write that thev want lo kill Barki 
because she has defied Indian social 
traditions by refusing to apologise to 
the uncle. Obviously. Humhn has got 
under the skin of most of the audi¬ 
ence because it is so life like. The 
Huttilog family is everybody and any* 
body. Consequently, the heated reac* 
lions as well us the insiant stardom of 
the Hirnj/o>; cast' when two of the 
actors were taken to ihe ffindu.«ran 
Times office in IH^lhi to get iheir 
photographs taken for an article. Ihe ] 
press practically niubbed them. Soap 
opera stars belong to the people as it 
were 

So intense is (he involvement of 
the audience that author Joshi had to 
change the story: 'here la a com- 



rrv chwremedv* AsM Um wtui young Taraag lUn Nasla and ZoM Hasan 


promise solution with the girl finally 
agreeing to marry the 1^. When 
i^mification is complete and the 
reactions so intensetelevision has 
finally stepped over the threshulds of 
Mr and Mrs Average because of the 
aura of intimacy that the TV serial 
has—that Doordarshan will have to 
tread softly. The area is well-mined. 
For instance in one of the episodes, a 
new character Madhavi Nair goes to 


an eld politician for a job as a 
journalist. Whan she leaves, the old 
man talks slightingly of her. Doordar¬ 
shan has received a letter sigrsad by 
2S Malayalees objecting to this slur 
on a Malayalae girl. 

When the line between life and art 
is removed, as is the case with Hum* 
log. Doordarshan appears to have 
uken on more than it can chew. In 
the TV serial there is an organisation 



A Giant Leap 


E Rpvnditure on advertising in In 
did has been increasing by leaps 
and bounds. In the last five years 
the rate of revenue input in adver¬ 
tising has gone up by more than SO 
per cent. The totM amount spent in 
I9gl} was Rs 196 crores. In 1M4. rhe 
figure had jumped to Rs 403 crores. 
This despite the fact that a 20 per 
cent disallowance was placed on 
advertising in 19B3 and the propor¬ 
tion of the hike from 19B9 to 1984 
was only 7,47 per cent. In the three 
pervious years the rate of increase 
was substantial; 27.04 per cent in 
1981. 20.08 per cent in 1982 and 
29.41 per cent in 1983. In all likeli¬ 
hood. the increase in expenditure 
now will he higher than at any 

ocher time in the past. 

There are. perhaps, a thousand 
advertising agencies strewn across 
the country that cootcibuie to and 
partake of the eapeoditure but a 
half of (he total billing is controlled 
by 20 groups. A breakup in terns of 
capitalised billings: 


Name of agency 
KTA 

Untaa India 
Cianon 

oeM 

Evarest 

R.K Swarry 

Ulha 

ChaHra 

Gram 

Reditfuaion 

Sistaa 

Shilpi 

Jaiaon 

DaCunha 

A.SP 

Frank Simoes 

Shobhaqya 

A.C.I.b. 

imagaads 

Contract 


Billings (in Rupees) 
92 croraa 

22 crofea 
20 crorea 
i6cforas 
1 0.8 croraa 
t 0 .$ crorea 
9 crores 

8.9 crores 

5.9 crores 
56 crores 

5.5 crores 

5.5 crores 

4.9 crores 

4.5 croraa 

4.1 croraa 
3.B crores 
3.7 crores 

3.5 crores 

3.2 croraa 

2.2 crores 


Nfrte: T>ift*e figures vt liable to changes. 
Adveriiung ii e fickle induirry: eerounts 
keep chanaing hinds, new one« keep com¬ 
ing IB. 
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callvd Bahen, )oo»ely based on 
ti. 9 feminist organisation in Delhi 
with which D(K>rdarshan had on^i* 
nally wanted o tie-up. In fact, the 
Mexicans would even send our '«ocial 
workers to their viewers who had 
problems. 

What most of the people like dhout 
flumJog is the morn I values ii 
obviously does gel across. Many 
viewers cite the example of the hon¬ 
est policenan, Khan, who is after a 
corrupt politician. One of the tellinjt 
episodes in which the socially* 
relevant message comes across bril¬ 
liantly is when Khan is going to be 
transferred because of his pursuance 
of the truth. His friend asks him to 
speak to an influential Muslim politi¬ 
cian. Khan aarca&tieally asks him 
whether the time has come when a 
Muslim policeman can only turn cu a 
Muslim politician. When the ocher 
policeman says chat all those who 
belong to • minority have to help 
each other, Khen replies. ‘But f 
belong to the majority of those who 
believe in the truth." His line and 
attituda went icraigbt to the hearts 


of the viewcr> 

Rut the real quemion abtuit Hum- 
IS, will It in the end only Nvtvr to 
reinforce traditional views or will it 
betome a vehicle, an engine of social 
change? Il could easily become 
either. Never have wv had such a 
powerful and influential medium at 
our disposal. Even those who do mu 
couch Hindi cinema with a bargepole 
are addicted to this sercai-^ven 
cynical lournalisis, Duordurshan 
could achieve thts miracle, w.th 
Ashok’Kumar,the narrator serving as 
shepherd guiding ^eep away from 
the path of corruption. It could all go 
so wrong as well if HurtrJo^ goes off 

the rails. 

The other TV serials are quite 
different. While Hu/nJo/g shows the 
lower middle class and by and large 
appeals to them and those in small 
towns. Khandaen appeels to the up¬ 
per class. It also uiows their lives. 
The camera tuoms in during the 
opening shots each week on Nariman 
f'oini; this is the world of big busi- 
neet—the high life. The talk is in 
lakhs, even the lelcphones are im¬ 


ported, as are the cars. A combina¬ 
tion of Dallas with shades of Shyam 
BenegaTs Aafyug. this serial haa> 
however, iniroduced Bombay film- 
world to TV with Its scars: Girish 
Karnad, Sriram tagixi, Rohini Hat- 
tangadi, Tanuja. Jalal Agha. It is 
absorbing. 

Some of the other TV serials, like 
the runaway success story. Yeft /o hex 
aindagj show an upwardly mobile 
middle-middle class. Bui the serials 
are all Bombay-based cousins of Hin¬ 
di cinema, albeit slickly made, Mr 
Gill says that this is so because all 
the writers are in Bombay or Delhi. 
The television serial is here to stay, 
courtesy /Jum/og, the forerunner 
which might evontually be replaced. 
TV serials have become an addieclon 
wirh everybody waiting for the next 
instalmeni. The fact chat the arten- 
lion span need only be half an hour 
might partially explain the phe¬ 
nomenal tucceii of the serials. But 
India has proved, for better or for 
worse, that she can make them, too. 
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CXDVER STORY 


*Humlog is Meant for the Common Man^ 


ManohorShyom /oshi. the cnaiorafHuoi/o$» toJd S(/NOAr 


Q ; There it e gnMt deii of coo- 
tfoveny tibout Humles bting 
too hW'browy 

A; The Intfitn goYirnment 
wBcKed 10 meke'a eoap opera baaed 
on tbe Meaictn one. Miguel Sabido, 
the Mexican pJaywriehi aad uage 
director ia a rakapeed Marxiac vid 
htgb-brow but was be dellbardtely 
low brow for cbe gorenimam prog¬ 
ram me? 

0: And yot? 

Ar My cradaatiaJa ai a aovaUst 
are higK«bfow relapeed Vit sriU 
Mancisi. The posMaodamkt school 
in fiction—Graham Greene. Saioian 
Ruthdie, CabrkeJ Garcia Marques— 
do not beheva in <U tbit BMaro 
hanky^anky. Frankly I find tbe 
French filmmaker Goddard at tick* 
ening and as diche>riddan as a 
Bombay film... Thara is a daavaga 
amongit those who will sae a Cod* 
dard film and (hose who will not... t 
think low and high*brow can be 
mixed; high brow can become low* 
brow.., Everything is e cUcbe, the 
post-modern iit ory ia: What is new? 
Life i$ a cliche. thereCormefiJoy and 
sea the funny side. 

Q: And that is what you giro to 
Humlog? 

A: Ur S. S. GlU wanted a soap 
opera but with Indian aituarioQS. 
The Mexican variety is even more 
didectic and lout^blacant prop* 
aganda. If people find f/uAiogbo^ 
ingi what would the Mexican one 
be? Ashok Kumar appears after 
every six minutes. The Mexicaot 
follow the Arnericea theory of a 
six minute attention span. Thee is 
why every six miautea. there is a 
commercial. In Mexico they have 
their madia personality who makes 
a point which has already been 
made. 

Q: Whdi kind of itttors does 
Doordarihan recetVa? 

A; Mostly letters from girls who 
say that they are like Barki and 
would like to revolt like her but 
have nobody to help them. We got 
an interesting lener from a girl who 
wrote: '*Since the chromosome com* 
es from the male, my fatbrn’ is 
responsible for my being a girl... 
Plea.se get Ashok Kumar to broad* 
cast this. 1 cannot tell my grand* 
mother and mocher in-law this, but 
you can tell them to (hat they do 
not blame woiaea if g male child ia 
rtor bom,'’ 

Q. How did you got iofolrod H, 


Humlog? ^roa the Hiftduuan 
Times ro sogp opera /a qufee a 
eftoago. 

A: Mr Gill retursMsd tfXMD Mnke 
with a fUa OB the soap oparai and 
called a poup of ua. Uott of tk# 
wrirtra s^ so becauae the mooey 
was not good. Gill told na that 
BOB^ coiUd be diacutaed later, the 
priori^ was to do it—be eltooai 
made it sound like a national duty. 

Q: Wort you not to OMho tbd 
soeios io Bombof orfgfBaf^? 

A: We ware told In February Ujt 
year to go te Bombay to select the 
acton and that (be serial would be 
shot is the films division. But the 
adverrisinf world knew that the 
21s( century was coamg. The air 
was thick with phrases like quitses, 
ait ■corns, talk shqws. I worked with 
ITV (todapendant Talevisioo) to 
help devise a sit<om. Suddaely 
than appeared Shobba Doctor; she 
hed Ideas and a story, and as lud* 
denly we were cold that it would be 
Delhi and that there would be 
Sbebha Doctor. The go-go lady, the 
dynamic azecutlva... I had until 
then (bought 1 was only a consul¬ 
tant t had planned it as s govern* 
mam set*vp. But Shobha Doctor 
wtrad te work on a onc*to*ona 
basis: one writer, one drractor, poa 
wrixar... I left Hhtdustmn Tinot on 
24 April and shooting began at 
braah*neck speed. In fact, the eri* 
ginal cast ran away, they were 
apprebeosive. t had never even 








beard M soap operas, so I waot to 
the US Isformation Secvlca and 
booed up 

Q: There was a great deaf oi 

puhiic uproar a^ast rhe girf who 
refused ro apojogfae to her bqy/* 
rioad's imcfe. 

A: Eighty*flva par east of the 
mail was agaiut the defiance of a 
middle class giH. "Wa will them 
hm’,'* people wroM. 

Qt How did you find a way ovf of 
ihU tituatieo? 

A; The boy will avantutlly Mnm* 

1 changed the story. Dad^V. ov 
equivaleni of the Amaricao 
psychiatrist tails the unde. Jata 
Shankar, that since be still adheres 
ro traditional principles, he should 
uBderttand rhat the world had 
changed; the yoong girl« had she 
bean a eyolc. would have agreed to 
apologise to him but at she it also 
an idealist and sticks to her princi' 
pletf she is just iDce him. In the 
clash of wills, his would hava to go. 

Q: Huailog has been the btrttoTe 
lot of criticism. 

A: There are two kinds of Intel* 
lactutl elitists' those who would 
like to w Kaki Danjwala and Muk* 
tibodh* read their poems on taleeir 
sion-^be kind of art gencrMI^ 
above thettSeK as or the sacoad,. 
who even if they do want somethiiig 
popular, {hair notion of popular iss« 
something western... Some of the^ 
ffftjcs arc m patronising* <thay) da^ 
iMt oaderttatid Hindi. AmLil MalUC) 
tbinks chat Lallu is tht family aer* 
rant who speaks funny En^sb... 
She wrote uiac Bundog is a com*' 
binatwm ci Daddi me /eagf 
Adho Adhure. Aiu thafr 

when she wrote about the irans* 
Jiisuiaa audience of Hom/og she. 
was givisg me another compH* 
meat—ifuafog is meant for {baSt 
Dot for her. 

£ Yoo oeag nhrision isrtdtnoOy 
she mMdlecruais? ' 

A: We^ Anil Dha^er daacrtbdd * 
Tdsassun as h bad iateivlawer 
causa of her loud gefhsrqi g^ < 
ooviig eyqs... Ibis, ir what DayM' 
does u Or AasP' 
ieait shows adheh '*w 

h( Chere 
. show 
ttaa iB a dark 

eaanm eaikiMLi'Arak^iHKA'jdfiA 
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COVER STORY 


Doordarshan’s 
Money Spinners 

Doordurshan expects jts earnings/rom commercial ond 
sponsored programmes to touch Rs 30 crores annually 

W hat be^n as a discreat cisl profrarnina Khama. Doordar 
invitation by Doorda;* shan racallad iha objectives of thi 
shan to private producers commiitea “The ^ovarnnan 

tn imsruve TV Brn^rAm. pa aii9in«n« ir« m 


i 


W hat be^n as a discreet 
invitation by Doordai* 
shan to private producers 
to improve TV program* 
mas has resulted in the crearlon of a 
new genre of eniertainment It was in 
19S1 that Ooordarshan decided to 
abandon its closed-door policy and 
open new vistas for private entrap' 
ranaurs. It hasitaringly sant feelars 
to advertising agencies and produc* 
ers to assist in creating popular TV, 
Doordarshan had before it the re* 
commendations of a committee set 
up by the then information and 
broadcasting mimsier. Vasant Sathc, 
which had initiated the commer 
cialisarion of Doordarshan in a big 
way. Before launching its commer 



cial programme scheme. Doordar 
shan recalled the objectives of the 
committee “The government 
wanted to augment its revenue, en* 
couraging outside talent by getting 
sponsors and with some of the addi¬ 
tional revenue obtained through 
sponsorship, improve Doordarshan*s 
programmes." 

The response to Doordarshan's in* 
vitaiion at that time was far from 
heartening. Few producers or profes* 
sional agencies were equipped with 
eiihvr hardware or software to give 
Doordarshan the entertainment 
package it demanded. There was a 
flurry of activity as professionals 
looked around for new talent which 
they could exploit on the screen of 
the Hdiot box.* Media planners were 
suddenly asked to learn a new voca* 
bulary'^tory board, pilot program 
me. time slots. Restricted to pr^uc* 
mg 10 to 20 second TV spots, (hey 
were pressed to expand (heir hori* 
sons to plan for 20*2$ minutes* of 
viewing time. 

Among the first to break into new 
territory on television was Concept 
Advertising which brought in for its 
clients a galaxy gharaf talent 
(Pankaj Udhas, Peenaz Masani. Talat 
Aziz and Anup Jalota); the ever 
popular programme of fitmi song 
sequences, Chitrahaar and its coun¬ 
terpart in Bombay. Chhaya Ceet, 
were quick to find sponsors. Trikaya 
Advertising went a step further by 
negotiating a Rs IS lakh coniracr 
with Doordarshan: they produced 
the highlights of the India*West In* 
dies Test series of 1983 for their 
client Tbums Up, and enthralled mil¬ 
lions of cricket fans. Then came the 
sponsored serials from across the 
seas—like Lucy and Te/emarch. TV 
bad finally beome an ideal ttcdium 
for an advertiser. 

U TV became an extremely suit¬ 
able medium for an advertiser, for 
Doordershan commercial isatton of 
TV became a goldmine. Money from 
•ponaon and advertisen beewa a 
steady flaw replacing the aarliar 
tricUa* Caatldaf the ravaaua aanad 
by Doardtrshaa aver slAca It want 
oomaMTCial on 1 Jaau«7 187$. At 



isjasluvc Arwa: NaaiJei*«RhSRwsnli 

that time only static spots were 
allowed and ndvertising revenue 
from eight stations including Bom 
bay. Delhi. Calcutta and Madras was 
a paltry Rs eight lakhs. Regular 
commercials were permitted in laie 
1976 and by the end of that year 
Doordarshan had netted Rs 80 lakhs. 
By 1980 commercialisatiun had 
added Rs nine crores tu Doordar- 
shan*s coffers. With the rush of spon* 
sored programmes the figure rose to 
Rs 20 crores in 198.3 and an esti 
mated Rs 28 crores in 1984. By 1984. 
TV became the second largest adver¬ 
tising revenue-earner nexc to press 
advertising. According lo indiia* 
lions, advertising expenditure on TV 
in 1965 is likely to touch Rs 45 crores. 
Doordarshan officials themselves ex¬ 
pect their earnings from commer¬ 
cials and sponsored programmes to 
touch Rs 30 crores this year. 

When Doordarshan went commer* 
Cial in a big way. it was dear thai the 
response to its appeal would depend 
largely on its rate structure. Doordar 
shan had to offer advertisers a viable 
package for them to ahif t their atten¬ 
tion from the tune-tested medium of 

presa aad radio lo experiment an TV. 
Examine the present rate stmaure 
of Doordarshan: a 10-second spot on 
the national hook-up during prime 
time costs charges Rs 35,000. out of 
which the idvartiMT ia permitted 
two mloutei of edvertlaing. All pro¬ 
duction eoiii of the eponiored prog- 
raome iro to bo mot ^ the edvortis* 
or and not moro then three products 
ou bo idvoitiiod in ono progremma. 




( o\i 


Th^ production cost <if cvvry pruu 
r^iinme ur part til any ^en.ll works nut 
to artnmri Rs one Idkh Acititdin^f li> 
ajtPncy esiimates, Poordar short's 
own «r>iip serial, Hiimhfi. ci»s( Us 
(v^.OflO per pruiirantmr, KhiinJ.i.m 
produced hv the IITA, R' and 

Apnitllii Kmui over .1 l.ikh Oihci 
Kpotisorcd pi*upijmmo‘> niov sost 
more r.rt rrr^* f/uesr. o son.d 10 Im 
uitcd soon hv Roioshitr 1 ‘iodui (lortv 


(pimiucod lor Dahur and Ponds by 
ObM I IS likelv Ks LSO.UOU per 

serial An exceptional IV good prop- 
I am me with a star cast Hheri are 
svvei.il in ihe piia'hmO and excellent 
prodiiciion <|ualiiv can co>i the 
.idvi'i tis«*i anyihiii>; between Rs 
i.IKMKMI and Hs ^.^.000 Add loiliis 
tile cost ol Ks Pk.IXMJ. for each pm 
duel and iht* spoiisiH can sjiend upiu 
Hs ir> iakhs ii he needs a minimum 


Popularity Ratings 


F rum beinp the piuir reUiivi* of 
Scimbay filmx fur years, lelevo 
lien h«» suddenly become a major 
kouice of entenainment. People 
whn earlivr switched on TV seta 
only to watch the Sunday film and 
Chirrahaar, are atayinK at home un 
Tueii(fay« Wednesday, Thursday 
and Vriduy evens njts rn watch their 
favouritle lerials. Hi/inJoj?. A’/ia/i' 
daan, VeA fo Aaj fihdani and Adi)» 
Mdof are the new serials that ate 
kaeplna viewm glued tn the box 
Vrh JO ha; leads with a 41 

per cent rating hi^atinK the Amui> 
lean snap opera, f.uc.v, liy 40 pit 
cent, according iu the [toordarshaii 
audierice survey “It is <|U)c'k mov 
mg. gcKid. dean fun. The main char 
acieis, Ranjil, Renu and Raja aie 
very likable and gel into xituatums 
which can happen in any of ns,'* 
tays Santosh Manchanda. The com 
ady appeals tu everyone; children 
identify with the bullied ynnngir 
brother. Raja *'My tisier treats me 
jubt like that," whs a comment 
made by a boy recently. *’1i i< an 
actinn*packed comedy alMiut real 
life and has no boring messages,*' 
remarka Axhnk Hemrajam. A 
aenior lady executive, however, 
ftopped watching Vrh jo har rinda- 

£ because she found herselt talk* 
% just like Renu. 

H umMg has a com mil ted grou p of 
viewers who defend this family 
saga. ''It takes an honest and sym¬ 
pathetic look at middle class family 
liia." says Vinita Rewat. “The con* 
cept of family values is strong and 
the characters support each other. 
Ifelike JCftandaan. where everyone 
bates everyone " But others find 
HiMtog dull and feel the senes has 
. m out of story matter. “It started 

welli but now Majhli cries rou 
'much. Typical Delhi Doordarshan 
..amateur stuff,** complains Meera 
lUI. **&ut Lallu Is good,” she adds. 
Lallu has a high popularity rating 
anofig children and ao has p^ice 
iMpecttr Shanidhar ‘'Nebokijuat 
like Amitabh Bachchao Inm the 
back." thinhs ftiM>yaar‘Old Arana. 


“Ii's fur old people; it's too slow 
The xeiiah from Bombay are much 
more entertaining." says Rajesh 

Ktiandjun. a slick Da//as*cum« 
fhnus/y serial fiom Bombay, has a 
mixed fullowlng. ''Intellig**nl but 
lull serious." says Anne Khan. Many 
find it “artificial." Priimilla Malhoi* 
ra dismisses KAanduan with. “We 
are noi imeresied in the problems 
of the millionaire class " 

Ados Rfdo.i. 4 sdtial about a di* 
vorced father bringing up a child, 
does nut have manv takets yet Bui 
the chilli character Robin has w<in a 
lot of sympathy by repeatedly fail* 
oig his Hindi exatninatiuns. The 
iii.iin appeal of a successful serial 
seisms to be humonr^preferabJy 
the slapstick kmd^and if that 
humour can be combined with real 
lilc sitnatioiix. a hit serial Is era* 
.ited Rut the cuniedv has to be 
Lleon with no ris44ue urnesoi cun 
versiiiuMi “There was too much 
talk aixaul girlfriends in the BBC 
serials Uur Indian serials are those 
we can watch withoiir feeling 
embarrassed and. what's more im* 
portant. the children can enjoy 
them." suys Kapil Rai firmly 

Regular MMial-watchers identify 
with one character or the other. 
Even though the names of the 
actors are unknown to most view* 
ers. their TV*screen images have 
became a part of many a family. "If 
i miss an episode of Humtog. f have 
to run tn the neighbours to find out 
what happened I really worry ab* 
out these people as were my 

friends." says Santoib Mancbande. 
This kind of audience involvemenr 
was totally lacking in the case of 
the foreign serials. ^We used to 
watch those programmes wichout 
understanding half the jokes. Any* 
way they were no good. Sotry was \ 
re:^ly pathetic but we us^ to 
watch it because rhare was nothing, 
else," says Viniu Rawai. Not any 
more. Indian soap serials have ar¬ 
rived with a tranandeus debut. 


IS 20 repeats of the spot in a year It 
IS because of the high costs of pru* 
duction. coupled with the fact that 
the facilitv of more than one product 
can be adveiiised. that most of the 
large sponsors with Doordarshan to¬ 
day are thosr which have a multi* 
product range (>e(ore them. Take the 
largest sponsor an TV today: Hindus¬ 
tan Level. Food specialities. Tata Oil 
Mills, Reliance Tcxriles and Oodrej. 
I hey have all responded entbusiesti- 
..i|l\ to j mulri prodaet appeal on 
thMtrd.irsh.iii, and have divided their 
exiH'iisrs oa TV among a number of 
pi (uliicls 

What advantages do advertisers 
have il they sponsor programmes on 
1*V and what is the reason behind 
some adveitisers <like Vicco Vrt.ira- 
daiiti aod laikhani Hawai Cliappal) 
slasiiing (hen press and radio 
biiiigels foi I V ,idvertiMiig? Accord 
mg 10 l> K Re >., mvdi:i controller, 
IITA, advert ising on TV has come to 
stay in India hi'sause it is a cost- 
efhcient medium and bi^ause adver- 
living an ii levismn attracts a captive 
.indieiuv of nearly 40 miUmn people. 
“No oihei medium has the scope tn 
reach Muh a large segment of soeie* 
rv I am contidem that with.the 
siiuess ol commercial TV already 
estahlisheil. 111 yeatstn ci^me. TV will 
earn more -mil more levenuv for 
liaoidarshan" A similar view in 
fas our of incrva«ed advertising over 
TV w.is expressed by Avishesha Bho- 
jam, account direetur. Dike Advertis¬ 
ing, which luiv gill severrti sponsored 
progroinines lined up for it« clienis 
,<iul .lie III be Hired m a few months 
time “.\dveriisers have realised that 
T\' gives giealei mileage tu the pro 
clu« 1 ihan any other medium. It iv a 
Njfe investment with a guaranteed 
audience res]Kinse,“said Ms Bliojani. 

D uuidrirshdii officials ihemxel'es 
admit that the tremendous rush 
for TV advertising and sponsored 
piogrammes took them by surprise. 
They are. in fact, facing great press¬ 
ure irom advertisers fur time on TV 
und with limited iime*slat$. Doordar* 
shan has been forced to refuse time 
10 prospective advertisers. So much 
.so. that if an advertiser wants to air a 
sponsored programme on prime 
time, bf can only get a suitable slot 
after December 1985. (At present 
Doordarshan allows two sponsored 
programmes lu be aired on Che 
national hook up between 8.30 pm 
and 9.30 pm. Four hours of sponsored 
time are allowed every Sunday). 
With limited lime slots Doordarshan 
has to (urn down offers for entenain- 
ing programmes and has been 
blamed for being indiscriminate in 
deciding which sponsor to give rime 
to. There arc no takers for sponsors 
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on the second channel of Doordar- 
shan in spice of there being a SO per 
cent discount for advertisers. Docn*- 
darshan has also been hard*pressed 
by advertisers to increase advertis¬ 
ing time on TV or extend broadcast 
time. “Donrdar^han is acting like a 
rationing agency, not a marketing 
agency." complained one advertiser 
who has been trying for a time slot on 
TV which he has been promised only 
after six months. 

Faced with an unprecedented re¬ 
sponse from advertisers and sponsors 
vying fur time, cop officials at Door- 
darshan arc contemplating a revision 
of tariff ami an increase in broadcast 
lime. Doordarshan ufficials argue 
that the advertising rates offered by 
Doordurshan lu Us new programme 
policy effective from I March this 
Year is an incentive for advertisers 
Going by tbe present lates charged 
by Ouordarslian for spots on TV. two 
minutes of advertising time would 
cost an adverriser over throe lakh 
rupees This rime was being Offered 
Id thi sponsor (or a mure Kv .4^.000 

According ti/ S. S. Gill, secretary in 
the information and broadcasting 
ministry, the rc*ihsetiun that spon 
»ured programmes un television has 
great poteiuial came after a great 
deal of discussion and persuasion 
"Today the TV serial has become an 
established fact of life. With in* 
digeneuiis production of senaK im¬ 
ported prugrammes like Lucy and 
Different 5trr>ke.s are not missed any 
longer," he said. When a^ked why 
Ooordarshan had offered prime time 
tu sponsors ut a discount rate, he 
explained that he had "deliberately 
decided on a low tariff. If we had 
made it an expensive proposition fnr 
advertisers, then the source would 
have dried up soon. The low tariff 
introduced by us has helped advercis* 
ers in cashing in on the boom." He 
fell the rates of Doordarshan for 
sponsored programmes were a mere 
pittance and that th«* tariff was likely 
to be revised soon The tariff when 
revised would be at least “more than 
doubled." 

Besides anxiously waiting for a 
revised tariff, advertising agencies 
and producers of sponsored program- 
me.9 are also worried about the fu¬ 
ture prospects of setting up studios 
and production units of their own. 
Producers at Doordarshan have been 
inscrucied to look around for uiujc 
ideas and put on the air new serials 
like Humfog. The films division too 
has been requested to produce films 
and serials which Doordarshan can 
offer to advertisers. This will natural¬ 
ly result in a proliferation of more 
and more programmes and wilt ease 
the great demand on private produc* 
ers. Independent Television Com- 
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441^0 aex please, we are Indian* 

ffv seems to be the dictum that 
Do<vdarshan is following before 
allovring the sponsors to air any 
programme. After receiving a space 
of complaints about objectionobie 
contents in some programmes, 
Doordarshan has rwiw put its foot 
down. "We have become herd nuts 
in accepting scripts and program* 
mes," aatd S.C. Garg. programme 
controUer, Doordarshan. 

Contracts of several advertisers 
have been lenninated prematurely 
by Doordarshan in the past few 
months because they were objec¬ 
tionable. Some of the comreercialt 
taken off the TV screen recently 
are the Clearasil commorciel pro* 
ducod by OBM. Hot Shot fSistas). 
Beiiona and McDowells fboth pro* 
duced by Lin res) "We do not want 
the evils of crtiuloid sex. violence 
and enme ie> be reflected on the 
television screen. 

Television viewers have pro* 
tested against commercials aired 
by Doordarshan on family plan- 
mng. for example, the commercial 
on Nirodh. Doordarshan has conssf 
quently issued a directive for all 
such "adult commercials" to be 
aired after 9 ?0 pm. After 1 May, 


viewers will sec all commercials of ( 

family planning. conTreceptives \ 

end suniiary napkins, only in the f 

late hours. ) 

A. special screeniitg cumcnittee 
has been set up by Doordarshan to I 
clear all commercials and spon* \ 
sored programmes. The comm I r tee | 
ensures that the hem-line of outfits r 

adorning female models displaying | 

pmduers on TV. is below the knee 
and the films bereft of even a hint 
of sex Nudity und obscenity are 
taboo. 

Doordar.>iHan has. however, not as 
yet paid heed to complaints from 
conservative viewers about the dla> 
logues in some of its most popular 
sponsored programmes. Humfog, 
for instance, has bean attacked by 
viewers for introducing elements of 
social disparity on television: 
marital diKord, divorce and cor* 
rupnon Strong objection has been 
raised to the dialogues used in 
Ah andean, another Mrial which is 
high on the populeriiy charts, I 
Perhaps. Doordarshan should now 
evolve a new code of conduct 
against the use of offensive >*ords 
which are heard often on TV le* 
rials, including Ahandaan. 
mnt Now OMM 


pany tlTVi. wait amonu (he first of 
ihv private companies to offer Dnor- 
darshan sponsored priigrammes 11 V 
produced the popular ntuvital ^rial 
of Indian pop rnuMi. V'rNjnx rar«iris: 
starring SatM and/oheh Hasan and 
IS currently producing Quu T/me for 
its sponsors. Limid and Aniul choc(»* 
lates. 

Said the chief executive of ITV. 
Ashok Rama. "The medium of cirni- 
menal TV and sponsored program 
mes has been suddenlv thrust upon 
the Indian audiencei^. Though the 
programmes are extremely popular, 
what IS lacking is a vvh«*sivo onlicv 
on such programmes. Now that Door¬ 
darshan has asked thu films division 
to produce edditinnal programmes 
with a limited time slot, what will 
happen to producers like us? Why 
have us here when (here is no tine (o 
air (he programmes we produce?" A 
way out. according ro Rama, i> to 
allow private companies to sell se* 
rials directly to Doordarshan so that 
(hey could later offer (he program 
mes (o sponsors and advertisers. 

There is like ly (o be a f urt her spu r i 
in sponsored, programmes being 
aired on Doordarshan as the infras 
true(ure is being expended for more 


television proKrammes. The package 1 
deal liffercil bv the government in 
September 19K-1 lo sel up ancillary 
units for production is s«>im to be 
implemented Dvei llHI private vo¬ 
ire pi eneurs were appru<iched by the ; 
government la sul up »tudiu^ for \ 
video programme production. The 
equipmeni ui (he package < imported 
from Sonvi costing Ks 21 liikhs was 
offered to private partieb for Ks IS 
lakhs There are about 30 such pro¬ 
ducers who will be receiving (his 
eijuipment in a few monihs and will 
commence inde|i€ndenl programme 
produiruon. 

To meet (he daunting demand 
From adverii-sers for whom television 
has become the ultimate medium, 
Doordarshan is now faced wich a 
situation where it does not know how 
to cope will he stupendous interest 
(;erteruc^ ir. vommerciul lelavi&ion. 
During its short journey from obscur¬ 
ity to unimugriiahle popularity, com* 
mercial television has decimated 
radio advertising, and affectedother 
forms of media. Commercial (elevi* 
sion IS now making inroads into the 
world of celluloid and thretrens to 
annihilate cinema os well. 
mtu Sartu N9W OefM 
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INVESTIGATION 

in Orissa 


The f.B. Pot/Hiik j;ovemnienl through a cabinet sub^committee decision has virfualJy 
ullow<jd Or Banshidhar Pcinda, owner©/Indian Metals and Ferro Alloys, to get away 
without paying Jls <:ron?s. which his company owes the stale as electricity dues 


made a man of him.'* Thai 
is how Janaia Hariv Mal¬ 
ware and iormer Onssa 
i^hiet iniflisier Biju Patnaik 
would like to remember Or Ban 
shidhar Panda, ihe owner of Indian 
Metals and Ferro Alloys limited 
(IMFA), makers of ihe rare silicon 
mel.ll which has a hj|th demand m 
the world market. Bui Dr Panda has 
disappointed Biju Pamaik. who had 
at one point o( time helped and 
•ncouraited Him to set up IMPA. Biju 
Patnaik is upset because Dr Panda's 
dealings with the governmeniki.ivr 
been the subject uf a raging con 
trorersy for the last four years. Along 
with another Janau Party leader of 
the state. Srikani .lena. Biju Fatnaik 
has alleged that the "unholy nexus" 
between the chief minisiei*. J. B. 
Pafnaik. and Dr Panda has been 
growirtg over the last few years ai the 
coat of the state exchequer. 

It all started in t91tl when the 
goveminent'Ci>ntrolled Orissa Foresi 
Corporation (OFC) supplied charcoal 
to IMPA at the rate of Rs five a bag 
At that time, the Curpuratiun sup¬ 
plied the same<|uality of charcr>al to 
other parties at 2% a bag. Says 
Srikant jena. "The OFC gave this 
benefit to IMFA although, on princi¬ 
ple. the highest bidder should have 
b^tn awarded the contract When we 
raised protests in the Assembly, the 
chief minister defended his govern¬ 
ment's action on the ground that 
IMFA was a local industry. " 

The government's dealings with 
IMFA have been questioned the most 
in the settlement of arrears amount¬ 
ing to Ks 8.S9 crores which the firm 
has to pay for electricity consumed 
^ it. When the Orissa State Electric¬ 
ity Board (OSEB) demanded the pay¬ 
ment. IMFA moved the courts chal- 
landing the demand of the OSEB. 
The controversy regarding the pay¬ 
ment of electricity dues arose when 
IMFA wanted an additional 30 MW 
of electricity for its charge chrome 
unit in Kora put district, two years 
ago. It would have normally gone 
unnoticed but for the acute power 


shortage gripping the state. The 
question that the opposition had 
then asked was: How could the gov¬ 
ernment allow such a substantial 
supply when most public and jnivate 
sector industries in the state were 
working much below the rated capa* 
cities owing to power cuts? 

The question assumed importance 
in view of Ihe fact that IMPA owed 
the OSEB more than eight croies of 
rupees. In fact, the State Electricity 

Board had issued a circular that it 
would not give additional power to 
any company which had a backlog of 
payments. Further investigation 
showed that the OSEB. just before 
sanctioning the additioruil power to 
IMFA. signed an agreement with the 
firm in December 1992 to settle the 
arrears. The agreement was con¬ 
cluded quietly ai ibe govenuntnt’t 


instance as it followed the decision of 
a cabinet sub-committee. The only 
excuse the government gave for the 
additional supply of power was that 
the IMFA's charge chrome plant was 
a 100 per cent expori-oriented unit. 

The pact between IMFA and OSEB 
has been dubbed by the opposition 
leaders os a "favourable act on the 
part of the government.’* The agree¬ 
ment has been challenged in a public 
interest litigation in the Orissa High 
Court by Srikant Jena. The deal with 
IMPA, however, did not remain with* 
in the coumoom since Srikant Jena 
and others of the Janata Party raised 
it in the recently-concluded Asiem- 
bly session. 

The point of controversy which has 
been raised by the opposition leaders 
in the Assemhly u ovai the terms of 
the settlement ^ the dispute throu^ 
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the pttyni«nt of arrear dues. They 
have argued thai the agreement has 
resulted in a virtual exemption or.ai 
best it has to pay a nominal amount. 
According to the agreement. IMFA Is 
required to pay Rs 3.4g crores, which 
is officially described by the IMFA 
authorities as its ‘‘admitted dues*** in 
20 equal instalments over a period of 
five years. The dispute over the rest 
of the Rs 5.11 crores was to be 
referred to a board of arbitrators 
consisting of three retired High 
Court judges. 

The first point of the agreement 
has bean questioned in the public 
interest litigation on the ground that 
“iho admitted dues of Rs 3.4g crores 
could be kept in banks to generate 
enough interest to pay off cha instal¬ 
ments within (he period ol five 
years.” As far as the second point ia 
concerned, it is described as a still 
more concessionary gesture of the 
government towards the firm. Sri 
kant Jena has pointed out that there 
is no deadline by which the dispute 
could be settled by the arbitrators 
and neither were there any guide¬ 
lines. Contends Jena in his petition: 

reference to arbitration will 
also deprive the OSEB of the use of 
the amount and the interest on it.” 

Sunday met the chairman of the 
Orissa State Electricity Board, Mr S. 
K. Nanda, for his views on the 
appointment of the panel of retired 
ju^es. He was of the opinion that 
the conatilution of the cabinet sub- 
commirtae panel had become ‘‘re¬ 
dundant* because the OSEB has de¬ 
cided to abide by the Arbitratioo 
Act. As per the provisions of the Act, 
said Mr Nanda, the IMFA case should 


be referred 10*1 special arbitration 
tribunal since it involved an amount 
of over Rs two crores. Mr Nandt also 
added that a tribunal was yet to be 
appointed. 

The opposition also raised another 
point in the Assembly. It deals vrith 
the agreement between IMFA and 
(he OSEB. In view of the Electricity 
Supply (Orissa Amendment} Act 
1981, it was pointed out “the legisla¬ 
ture passed the Act with a view to 
enforcing uniform tariff to avoid dis¬ 
crimination and arbitrary conces¬ 
sions sometimes made to a few 
selected customers." Quoting the 
provisiOTis of the Act, it is contended 
that under the legislation, IMFA “is 
liable to pay at the revised uniform 
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tariff rare together with mieiasi 
accruing thereon." The Act. In fact, 
empowered the OSEB authorities to 
realise its dues from any consumer 
since, according to the provisions, 
"no such realisation of amount or 
making or creation of demand shall 
be questioned in any court and. if 
questioned the objection shall not be 
maintained by such a court merely 
on the ground that there exists any 
agreement, undertaking, commit¬ 
ment nr concession, fixing special 
tariffs or providing for fixation of 
special tariffs for the sale of electriC' 
tty to such persons." 

The government's contention Is 
that "when the disputes are referred 
to the board of arbitrators, they are 
expected to dispose of the same In 
the light of the statutory provisions 
in force. It is, however, open to the 
parties to settle the disputes pending 
in various count and reach an amic¬ 
able settlement providing for reallsa* 
(ion of the admitted arrears as well 
as referring all other pending dis¬ 
putes lo a regularly constituted 
Iviard of arbitrators consisting of 
retired High Court judges." This off i* 
cial explanation has not satisfied the 
critics who persist In chair allegation 
that "the concession given to IMFA 
amounts to whimsical squandering of 
public money in which every tax 
payer is interested." What has pro¬ 
voked the critics more Is (ha govern¬ 
ment’s "out of the way step to 
appoint a sub-committee to recom¬ 
mend the out-of-court settlement of 
(he disputes with IMFA." The other 
point which Srikant Jana has men¬ 
tioned in his litigation is "the irra¬ 
tional splitting up of the tariff.” 
While (he tariff part of the dispute 
has been settled for payment in 20 
equal instalments, the surcharge has 
been referred to ihe arbitration 
panel. The official explanation for 
the grant of the instalment facility 
is that "in view of the heavy quantum 
of arrears, instalment facilities have 
been given to IMFA." As opposition 
politicians put it. the arrears would 
run into al^ut Rs 10 crores if the 
interest is taken into account. 

T he controversy over what the 
opposition politicians describe as 
"special links" between the govern¬ 
ment and IMFA, has assumed a grea¬ 
ter dimension with the alleged eva¬ 
sion of iiii;oine tax by the company. 
Again it is Srikant Jena wbo has 
taken a leading role in pointing out 
(he manner in which IMFA has 
evaded income tax. Ini letter to the 
commis&ioner of income Cox, Orissa, 
Mr Jana wrote that the firm had 
obtained relief from the income tax 
department since it woe paying elec¬ 
tricity tariff at the rate of 3.B paise 
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\nir unit. In reality it was makiof 
payments at ihc rare of 2.5 paise per 
unit and thereby paying less income 
tax. Thu mjtier which Mr Jena raised 
rcUtud 10 ih« period between 1966- 
09 and 1972 7.h Said Mr Jena, ^The 
difference of l.J paise in the two 
I Ulus will total up to a huge amount 
on which no tax has been paid." > 
Win < n S i ' Mt I A V cont acted t he commiS' I 
SMMtur of income tax. C. B. Chand, Ke I 
said ** I'hf case (against I UFA) has 
u*<i|>uned with the permission 
of 1 he Hojrd (Central Board of Direct 
l uxusi. The rea^se.tsment needed the 
Hoard's permission since it was a 
CiiM' over eight years old." 

Dr P;indu's troubles may not end 
I here. In May last year, a statement 
maile :<i the Kajya Sabha that 
! IMFA had been fined over Rs 50 
lakhs iuT the unauthorised manufac¬ 
ture of some Items in its Therubaii 
plant in Kciraput district. The stale- 
ment, r.iid Mr Jena, had been made ‘ 
only a .uw Jays before the scheduled 
fnuiid.uion-storu.* laying ceremony of 
INfl’A's second charge chrome plant 
.11 Choudwjr. ''Despite my memoran- 
dum to chief minister J. B. Painaik," 
ri’cuinis Jena, "end the (hen defence 
rri'Ulster .Mr R. Venkata reman not to 
crucc the fu^iction. the protest was 
r uicc'icd and both the ministers went 
hy IMFA's helicopter (from Bhu- 
bane* war) tu Choudwar to pet form 
flu* ceremony “ 

T he heluuptor is another sore 
point with the opposition in Oris- 
sj. Said Biju Pdinaiki "Dr Fanda 
g:ivu his helicopter to the Congressfll 
.Hid I n Painaik for his state-wide 
VI eel ion lours during the last par- 
liumuniarv and Assembly polls But 
when I .i<ked him tr» give it to me for 
ai. election meeting of the Janata 
Piiry. he refused to part with it 
^ying that ii had been booked ear¬ 
lier by the CM. This was a lame 
1 oxciist'. Dr Panda has been indulging 
[ in politics without directly partici 


paring in any political party." 

Mr Biju Fatnaik should know fur it 
was he who had asked Dr Panda lu 
come to Orissa leaving his )ub in the 
USA. In 1961. when Biju Painaik had 
gone to London. Dr Panda had met 
him there "I found him a bright 
boy." recounted Biju Patnaik. A 
graduate in metallurgy from the 
MIT. USA. Dr Panda was asked by 
Biju Painaik to come home and start 
•I smelting furnace for ferro alloys m 
the Slate, He did not have the fi¬ 
nances and It was Biju Patnaik wbu. 
0 $ chief minister, assisted him. Since 
then. Dr Panda has become a maior 
industrialist of the state. Naturally 
he has had to keep in touch with 
politicians in power. 

According to IMP A aulho.itie^ 
Dr Panda was unavailable for com¬ 
ment as he had gone to Sweden^ 
electricity is the major raw material 


Said M S Dassi assistant general 
manager (public relations) of IMFA, 
"For the production of silicon metal» 
60 per vent power is required. As 
regards the payment of dues to the 
electricity board we are not going to 
run away. We will definitely pay our 
dues." Mr Diss also said that earlier 
almost everyday there used to be 
disputes with the electricity board 
regarding tariff. They had all been 
settled. The factory in fact was 
closed down for three months be¬ 
cause it had utilised all the power 
allotted lo It. "We pay Rs one crore e 
month as cur electricity dues." said 
Mr Dass. "1 don't see what the diffi¬ 
culty IS in our payment of instal¬ 
ments " 

As far a$ the use of the helicopter 
JS concerned. Mr Dass seid, "When 
the chief minister asks us for the 
helicopter, we can't say no." Who 
paid for n. w« asked. Mr Dass hedged 
abuut for some time before replying 
that someone did but he did not 
know who. According to Biju Pat¬ 
naik. the rate for hiring a helicopter 
like the one IMFA has is between Rs 
12.000 to Rs IS.OOO an hour. Mr Dass 
alsuvulunteercd information that his 
company was involved in a lot of 
philanthropic work. And all the trou¬ 
ble regarding IMFA had been taken 
to court because of IMFA*s rivals 
who were instigating the Janata Par¬ 
ty to raise the issue in the Assembly. 
"We do such a lot of good work," said 
Mr Dass, "that our rivals are jealous 
of us." But does the philanthropic 
work absolve IMFA uf its duties to 
(he OSEB? 
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for the production of ferro-alloys. 
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j A Classic Bungle 

j Compu(ers/or CLASS, a programme lo introduce computers in imiiarr scliools. Iiave 
I been acc|uired through o dubious rieuf ivith a bnnkrupt Britisii /irm 


I n a bid cu cake the nation into 
(he 21 at century, computers ere 
beinjt introduced in Indian 
schools. The programme for tak¬ 
ing compucers into Indian classrooms 
has been named Computer Literacy 
and Studies in Schools (CLASS). The 
way the computers have been ac¬ 
quired shows that while Prime Minis¬ 
ter Rajiv Gandhi is trying to root out 
corruption, even in a vita) program¬ 
me Uke CLASS, bungling haa taken 
place The computers, acquired 
through British grants, have been 
purchased at prices higher than the 
international price. What is more. 
Acorn, the British firm fri>m which 
the loniputers ure being purchased 
in semi-knocked down (SKDj condi¬ 
tion went bankrupt early this year 
because of poor sales in the Christ¬ 
mas season, a period when British 
firms usually make profits. India has 
bought romputers made Tn Hong 
Kong, via the UK and paid o higher 
price. The Hong Kong manufacturers 
had offered to sell the computers 
directly at a lower price, but this 
i offer was not taken seriously. And 
I when the Hong Kong firm was get 
I ting its pound of flesh, it did not 
* bather after (he initial offer to pur- 
I sue (he matter. If a British firm was 
making a quick buck at India's cost. 

U could not be a matter of great 
concern in Hong Kong. 

The Prime Minister’s office learnt 
about the financial position of (he 
British supplier in February. On 20 
February 1985. Arvind Pande, joint 
secretary in the PM's office, wrote 
letter No. 17r8S5)/85-PMS(o Mr S R. 
Vijayakar, secretary, departmeni of 
electronics, enquiring about the cri¬ 
sis in Acorn Computers. UK. the 
suppliers chosen for school compu- [ 
ters. The query was passed on to Mr 
Virendra Mohan, chairman of Semi- 
Conductors Complex Ltd. (SCL). the 
public sector firm entrusted with the 
CLASS project. According to a reply 
sent by the SCL chairman to the 
government on 25 February, Mr N*. 
Saxena. general manager (modules 
end subsystems), of SCL had been 
despatched to London on 2i Febru¬ 
ary (three days after the PM’s office 
showed its concern). On iS February, 
Saxana telephoned the SCL chair¬ 
man from London and gave hi$ re- 


To quote the letter of the SCL 
chairman tu Mi S.K Vijayakar (lei 
ter No. SCU1004/1/8Sl; "Mr Saiena 
has informed me today over the 
telephone that Acorn Computers ran 
into difficulty due to vhurtfall in 
sales during the Christmas seustm 
Acorn has recently incurred a loss of 
jKiund sterling 10.9 million, against 
which Olivetti has given them pound 
sterling IK million fnr 49 per cent 
equity, to tide nver (hr difficultv 
The staff hac remained unchanged 
except fur (he chief executive. 
Changes in policy, if any, will be 
known after .next two weeks Huwev 
er. we have been assured that sup¬ 
plies tu India will ntn be disrupted*. 

This reply to the query raised hy 
the Prime Minister’s offu l- shows the 
status of The company to which the 
vital CI^SS project hav been en¬ 
trusted I'he very tact that SCL or the 
Departmeni of Kleciranjcs 4l>o£) did 
not wake up to the ctisix in ihe 
British firm nil the Prime Minister's 
office oidered an enquiry shows that 
(he new ethos which Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi is trying to spread in 
the government departmenis has not 
really percolated to lower levels. It is 
left to the Prune Minister’s office to 
be vigilant, so that bungles can be 
detected 

The story of the CLA.9S project is 
also a refl<.*ction on (he Indian com¬ 
pany which has been entrusted with 
this important project After about 
seven years in hihernation, SCL. a 
public sector company under the 
DoE completed civil construction 
work and infrastructure facilities by 
September 1983 and started wafer 
fabrication activity on 2 October. 
Amongst its prupos^ activities were 
large scale integrated circuit (LSI) 
design, maskmaking, wafer fabrica¬ 
tion and assembly of electronic mod- 
uJes for watches and clocks, etc. On 
12 March 1985, a half-page advertise¬ 
ment In The Times of /ndxa (old of a j 
new activity by this company. Wiih a 
picture of a mother and child on a 
small screen ol a computer, the SCL 
introduced lo CLASS (he Unicom 
Personal Computer Module^which, 
it was promised, would be a friend, 
teacher, artist, executive and much 
more. This Unicom Module was 
based on micro processor chips that 


were being fabncaied ai Ihe C'hkindi 
garh plani of the cumpany- (ho adver- 
tisemefl( announced. 

The major change in (he iirokHi 
impJemeniadon schedule of ihe com¬ 
pany has been uhviuuslv approved by 
the DoK The buy buck airungemenl 
with the colluboratorK for ihe fab¬ 
rication of the silicon wafers has 
fallen Ihrough and (he company is 
carrying an unsold stock of around 
Ks 2 crates (ill the end oi 1984. The 
direction from the IML was to sell 
(hic Mock only through Keliron in 
India. In ihis wtduT of confusion, 
whoever thought of ihis compimy 
starling ihc munufuciure of personxl ^ 
Computers with such a lot of promis¬ 
ing features? Thereby hangs a utle. 

During November 198.). a note was 
mitiatad at >he instance of the late 
Prime MiniMvr, Indira Onndhi, tu 
introduce computer educHtiim to the | 
children at school so that they would | 
be familiar wiih iho iidvanwd luols | 
uf teaching as ihey got readv to step i 
into (he next century. Approval i ame I 
from the Prime Minisiei qulie i 
promptly. At (he bHth meeiing uf the | 
electronics commission on 24 fX'Cem r 
ber 1983, details uf fullnw-up action 
on the CLASS project were discussed 
with the direction that the repori of 
the evolution commit icc for the 
flection of a cumpuivr sy^iem for 
the pilut project bt prepared and 
placed fur thi- I'on^ideraiion of ihe 
electron lev commission 'Jne secret¬ 
ary. electronics, wrute to the minis, 
try of education, conveying the 
approval of the commission on the 
project on 12 April 1964. Between IS 
February and 8 May 1984, ihc minis¬ 
try of education wrote to all ih« .state 
governments and union lerrkories lo 
select and send a list of 250 schools in 
line with (he objectives and criteria 
set out for the CLASS project and 
this wa*: finalised on 29 June 1964. 

The committee fur the evaluation 
i of compu fi% systems for the CLASS 
project was set up around the last 
week of January 1984, About two 
months befiire this, during firvt week 
of December 1983. an Indian working 
at the British Council joined the DoE 
on i long term contract, as the head 
of (he manpower department. He 
headed the implementation commit¬ 
tee of the CLASS project. 
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Though the Prime Minister's 
approval in principle to ib« CLASS 
project was received by the DoE 
during November 1983 and the elec¬ 
tronics commission was deliberating 
upon the details till June 1984, at the 
instance of the head of the manpow¬ 
er division, during January 19A4 it¬ 
self broad details of the arrange 
ments were agreed on between the 
governments of UK and India in the 
field of computer education m 
Khools. With the approval of the 
then secretary and deputy minister, 
electronics, a fmmal note was sent to 
then finance secretary, Mr P.K. Kaul 
(now the cabinet secretary), ro avail 
of the British granl-in-aid fur JOOO 
computers with accompanying 
teaching aids costing about Rs 2 
croies. The minlsiry of education was 
also roped in to accept the British 
aid. By the end of May t9A4. in a 
leiier from Mr H.H. Swift, attache in 
the British high commission, to the 
depertmmc of economic affairs, the 
British giivernmeni agreed that 
pending decisions on the pilot pro 
ject (on which the ministry of educa¬ 
tion wiH still collecting information 
from the Slate governments regard¬ 
ing 2S0 schools and could finalise the 
list only on 29 June 1984). overseas 
develupmeni aid. under which the 
British government agreed to pro¬ 
vide computer equipment for an ini¬ 
tial training programme to be started 
in India, including 12 rnitneesalso to 
visit India to assist in the conduct of 
training. Accordingly. 170 computer 
systems arrived in Delhi, a good one 
month before any decision was taken 
as to where the project would begin 
and how 

Such wa.<< thv enthusiasm on the 
pan of the officials that the then 
minister of stale fur educalioo. 
Sheila Kaul, led a d** lego lion to the 
UK from 10 to IS February 1984 fur 
an on-the-spot study of the use el 
computers ir schools under the Bnt 
i.sh system. This delegation had as a 
member the head of the manpower 
division of the DoE. The recom 
mendationv of the delegation were 
finalised by 13 March 1984. This was 
further approved by the electronics 
cr«mmission a week later. Another 
delegation of five members again 
went to (he UK from 14 May to 2fl 
May 1984, to give the finishing 
touches to the British offer of the 
entire package of computers for the 
CLASS project. In fact, the steering 
committee of the project started su 
ting every week during May and 
June 1984 to finalise all arrange 
j menu to receive the British systems 
I for the Indian schotds, though the 
stale governments were in the pro 
cess of selecting <chcols and teachers 
required for making it h success. 


It was a swift decision, made on an 
emergem v footing In fact, the entire 
CLASS protect was finallv wedded to 
the British svstem. Was this the best 
system m cht* world? Was >iny un 
quiry made in any othef couniry 
a built the system of compuicr educa¬ 
tion in schools^ Was the muustiy of 
education so overawed hv the UoE 
that pending all enquiries and deci* 
Muns, Che British system was thrust 
upot, It. jod due to such a hurry, 
upon thi- entire system of vducatinii 
in the country for all time to come? 
Those* who know the answers are 
mum. The siorv. with further detinls. 
is unfolding slowly. 

Though SC'I. started i>rodaction of 
silicon w.ifers only tin 2 October 
198.3. forgetting their jccumul<ited 
lo*>suver a peri^ of seven years they 
arranged for the inipurl uf l.SOU to 
2.00U SKD kits from a British firm 
during May 1984 to he assembled for 
sale to Schools In India. As a member 
of the Indian delegation, a senior 
official of the company visiting the 
UK during May 1984. called the 
British firm's representative tu his 
hotel room and negotiated the price 
of the computer kits, even though the 
other members of the delegation 
were unaware of such private nego¬ 
tiation The prices agreed on by this 
official of the company were 40 to 90 
per cent higher than the normal 
price And these kits, in faa. were 
being sent from Hong Kong to (he 
l*K and were then twing resold to 
India. One Mr Wang was not only 
involved but also sent a direct quota¬ 
tion to the DoE, for reasons best 


known io him. mentioning a price for 
ihc computers much below what the 
senior official of the company had 
agre<*d on. This was promptly sup¬ 
pressed by then secretary, electro¬ 
nics Thi* name of the British com¬ 
pany doing such business in school 
computers was Acorn and their mod¬ 
el was called the BBC micro compu¬ 
ter BBC model—Acorn B. Mean¬ 
while. of course. 1000 computers had 
arrived, as against 170, under British 
aid and were slowly getting distri¬ 
buted in the schools along the length 
and breadth of the country. 

Two developments have taken 
place quite recently so far as the 
impuri of kits for 1,900 to 2.000 
computers by the SCL is concerned. 
Without any rhyme or reason, the 
computer di^ ision of the DoE agreed 
to the ifflpni t ol computer kits by the 
company and the secretary, electro¬ 
nics, appinved it But the payment to 
the British firm was withheld till 
February 1989 as the finance people 
were not satisfied with the explana¬ 
tion of (he companv for such impon 
And (he British company, Acorn, 
went bankrupt! 

On 13 March 198S, the chairman of 
the electronics commission inaugu¬ 
rated an exhibition at the capital’s 
Somrat hotel. “SCL-Unicomr the 
Acorn computer acquired for schools 
in India, was among the attractions 
there. While the Ptime Minister's 
office tried to investigate the bung¬ 
ling. the "Class-by-itseir deal was 
praised by the electronics commis¬ 
sion chairman. 
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at home amidst the wilds of Assam, 

covering the risks 

in oil drilling. 


The virgin forestd ^ Assam are 
pretty bieak as a place of work. Here, 
men brave torrential rains ar)d 
inclement weather to hammer In 
miles and miles of precious steel into 
the bowels of the earth--[n search of 
oil. Now, a tiny mistake at any stage 
of the operatic—and you've lost 
millioru of njpees in equipment 
and oil. 


This n>ake$ a world cf difference 
when you're looking for insurance 
that gives compr^>enslve cover in 
high investment, high*r1sk projects. 
N^onal does it to your satisfaction. 

Natior^I InsurarKe. Well connected 
with lr>dia's core lr>dustnes. Not Just 
oil and refineries, but iron ores, steel, 
tea, jute, shipping, chemicals—the 


V^n the risks are staked so high 
you need to have total insurance 
coverage. The kind of coverage one 
has come to txpect from National 
Insurance. White National is, 
esseitially, an insurance company, it 
has field personnel who know the 
problems related to ^ exploration 
like the back of their own Hands. 



National Insurance 
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Case of the Missing Lakhs 

Who did theRs26 lakhs, stolen/rom the house o/UPCongress(J)gennrol secretory 
Bachcho Pa fhak, belong to? 

A I heft in the residence of allege tium bv Tiwari. Kethak. itikcn hy the iauihuntK’«» t] 

Uttar Pradesh CongresKfl) who then was the minister for i;o<ip' Tiwan was reeularJy inforcnm^ 
generaf secretary, ^chcha eiatives in UP.asked hirn foi money about the amoiinl of money k* 
Fathak. has become the talk for cettina him a aovernmeni iob. the house, and other unsavour 


A theft in the residence of 
Uttar Pradesh CongreSKfl) 
generaf secretary, ^chcha 
Fathak. has become the talk 
of the town in Lucknow. According tn 
a report filed with the Harratgan) 
police' station on the night of 10 
March, six lakh rupees have been 
aiulen from an almirah in the politi' 
cian’s bedroom. While attempts are 
being made by Bachcha Pathak lo 
explain that the money in question 
was 'Vhitei’' the grapevine has it 
that (he actual amount stolen, both 
in cash and kind (jewellery) in the 
vicinity of Rs 26 lakhs. 

Bachcha Pathak was the state's 
minister for cooperatives till he was 
drafted for party work last year 
According to him, while two lakh 
rupees were his own, the rest of the 
money stolen belonged to his close 
associate. Narendra Pratap Singh. 
Why WHS so much loose cash (which 
was not part of political funds) kept 
in the house? According to state¬ 
ments made by Bachcha Pathak to 
the press, as his family was involved 
in certain contract deals, the loose 
money was required In his house. 
The theft is alleged to have been the 
handiwork .if ore Hansraj Tiwan, 
who used to sta' in the residence of 
the politician. 

The accused had appeared before 
the Kaiserbagh police station an 
hour before the FIR was launched in 
the Ha 2 ratganj police station and 
sought the police's protection as 
some people were "trying to murder 
him." Within moments of the FIR 
being launched. Tmari was traced to 
the Kaiserbagh police station and 
detained. 1 hough it i^i only a case uf 
theft, bail was not granted to Tiwan 
till the end of March. Before making 
the arrest on charges filed by a VIP. 
the police did not conduct any en* 
quiry—just the politician's word that 
hard cash worth lakhs had been 
stolen from his house was enough to 
put Tiwari behind bars, while the 
case uf theft against Tiwari is sub 
judfee. no attempts have so far been 
made by the competent agencies to 
ascertain the source of such large 
cash funds which were lying in an 
almirah in the politician's bedroom. 

Hansraj Tiwari had approached 
Bachcha Pathak sometime back for 
help in getting a job. According to 


allegatiom made bv Tiwan. Pathak. 
who then wa^ the minister for co<ip' 
eiative^ in UP. asked him foi money 
for getting him a government job. 
Later. Tiwan was employed by tliv 
Land Developmeiii Rank and viarted 
living in Pathak's bungalow on Kali- 
da^ M a rg 11 his road in Lucknow mosi* 
ly has VIP luingalowsi Tiwari has 
a liege d that the din nans hunga 
low was a den of debauchery and he 
was appalled to witness the rape of a 
woman in the house wme monihs 
buck, after which he had decided in 
expose the VIP Me had loniarted 
the state vigilance department and 
furnished details about the goings on 



in Pathak's residence Tiwan has 
also alleged that he was sodnmised 
According to informed sources, 
Tiwari was a pliable tool in the hands 
of Bachcha Pathak and a confidant of 
the politician till his girlfriend was 
raped in Pathak's house some 
months back. Thereafter, he gave the 
impression of being "loyal" to 
Pathak, while planning his revenge. 
The Kanshankar Tiwari gang of east¬ 
ern UP being close to Bachcha 
Pathak, Tiwan ganged with Virendra 
Shahi and waited for the opportune 
moment to strike He was in regular 
touch with the vigilance department 
and had been passing on information 
about the goingson in Bachcha 
Pathak’s house. No action, however. 


was taken by the aulhuritii’s though 
Tiwan was regularly informing them 
about the amoiinl of money kept in 
the houve, and niher unsavoury inci* 
dents. 

The sequence of events on the 
(light gl 10 March was intriguing. 
Around ten pm, Hansraj Ttwari 
jumped out of a white Ambassador 
car (UKM B8S!>i near the Kaiserbagh 
Chauraha (crossroads) and 
approached a police patrol, ploading 
that he be save<f from "murderers." 
The car, which had l>eeri held up in 
the traffic, disappeared by ihu lime 
the police patrol could be activated. 
Tiwan was taken tu ihv police con¬ 
trol room, whaie he alleged that an 
attempt had been made by hfarondra 
Singh and v>me others to murder 
him. He alleged that Narendra Singh 
(Who IS supposed to be the owner of 
(hr Rs 4 lakhs stolen from Pathak's 
almirah) had gone m the residence of 
Bachcha Haihuk around nine ihui 
night accompanied hy four iiiKers 
They had assaulted Tiwari «ind 
shouted. "You hove pul the police nn 
the trail of Bachch<< Pathak. we will 
teach you a lesion " Tiwari said that 
he had been pushed into the white 
Ambassador and wa.c being driven 
out of the city to be murdcTod. When 
the vehicle was stuck In the traffic, 
he raised an alarm and as a result a 
crowd gathered When he was 
allowed lu gut out of the lui. he i.in 
towards the p>di(e puirol fiwan 
sought the proieciinii of the police 
from (ha assaiUots and tried to in¬ 
voke the gond offices of some officers 
in (he vigilance depariment, whom 
he had been informing about Buch* 
cha Pathak's activities. 

At five past eleven that mght. 
Narendra Singh went ru the Hatrat- 
ganj police station and lodged a 
report of theft against Tiwan. In this 
report, Narendra Singh said, *T stay 
in the residence of Bachcha Pathak. 
general secretary of the UPCOl) at 6 
Kalidas Mai 1 work as his PA and 1 
had deposited Rs 4 lakhs of my 
money for safekeeping with Pathak. 
This money had been kept by Pathak 
in the almirah in Ms bedroum. In this 
almirah he had also kept Rs 2 lakhs 
of his money. Both Pathak and I had 
(he keys to (he almirah. In the daya 
when Pathak was minister for coop> 
eratives>an employee of (he Land 
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Development Bank. Hansra] Tiwarl, 
had been sent on deputation to hi» 
staff. This man used to Jook after 
Pathak’s residence in his absence. 
The key to Pathak's bedroom was 
kepi with him. On 26 Pebruary I left 
for Varanasi Parhak had fione to 
Ballia in connection with the elec¬ 
tions. By misiake» I hud left the keys 
to I he aimirah under a pillow. Today, 
on 10 March 1 returned from tour 
alonit with Pathak's nephew Ashvk 
Paihak and Bharat Kunwar On open¬ 
ing the almirah I found thut the Rs 
$i« lakhs kept there were missing. 
When 1 questioned Hansruj Tiwari. 
he admitted that he had stolen the 
amount and hidden it somewhere 
within I.ucknow. I have brought Han- 
sraj Tiwari along, pleaw recover rhe 
stolen money from him." 

Hansraj Tiwan was arrested that 
night, OP the basis of this report He 
had reached the police control room 
with the patrol party Narendra 
Singh through his VIP contacts, knew 
tliK. Oetting him arrested wa« nnt 
difficult. But even the director gener¬ 
al of police, J. N. Chaturvedi. whs 
amased the next day when he was 
informed about the arrest. He was 
surprised hnw a man cuuld he 
arrested in a case of theft without a 
prelimiiiarv enquiry. He told newv 


Tiwari has alleged that 
the politician's 
(Pathak's) bungalow was 
a den of debauchery and 
that he was appalled to 
witness a rape in the 
house some months 
back, after which he 
decided to expose the 
VIP. 


men that he was ordering the release 
of Tiwari But lii the reeantime. the 
police had produced him before a 
magistrate and the court had reman¬ 
ded Tiwan to 14 days* custody 
Tiwari said that there was an in- 
come lax raid on the residence of 
Rachcha Pathak on H March. The 
income ux auihurines had taken 
away the money, according lo him. 
The malice guard posted in the politi¬ 
cian's residence told the press that 
on that night some people had come 
to1>Kalidas Marg along with Hansraj 
Tiwari and after some time had left 
wit h a big suitcase. The guard d id not 


suspect foul play because he had 
known Tiwari to be a confidant of 
Pathak. 

Did the income tax department 
raid Pathak’s residence? The answer 
is no. Then who were the people with 
Tiwari who left with the suitcase on 
the night of 6 March? Apparently 
Tiwari was working with a criminal 
gang to make off with the money. 
According to Lucknow's grapevine, 
the amount stolen was arnund Rs 26 
lakhs but the theft report had men- 
Honed only six lakhs as the com¬ 
plainant fell confident about ex¬ 
plaining the source uf only this 
amount uf money. The chase on the 
night of 10 March was on attempt to 
recover the money from Tiwari. If 
they failed to recover it his pursuers 
had orders to bump him off so that 
(he controversy did not become 
public 

The incident has crented a furore. 
The fact is that lakhs of rupees have 
been stolen from a poliriclun's resi¬ 
dence. 11)ere are ton many lixiphnles 
in the version given by either side 
and the matter being .vub Judicv, it 
cannot be commented upon. Kuwvv- 
«r, the "clean” image of the Congres- 
s(l) has certainly been taritished by 
the Eachcha Pathak episode. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Diplomat, Editor, Workaholic 

^ ^ 

Prem Bhoiia, editor o/The Tribune, wins llio 1964 B D. GoenJco tiword 


rem Bh«tU. (hr distinguiahed 
eUiiur a( The Tribune and 
recipient of (he 1984 B.D 
(joenka award for journalism 
has had a varied «ind rather unu.vual 
career. After recejvin^ his masters 
degree in English from Gnvertimeut 
ColJege. Lahore. Mr Bhatia joined 
The Civii .ind Mi7jrar> Cmeite 4s a 
sub*editur. His father, u member of 
The income*iax tribunal had wanted 
him (g join the Indian Civil Service 
When (he Second World War broke 
out, Mr Bhotia joined All India 
Radio, in (he councur prupaganda de 
partmeni which attacked (he Kasls 
From AIR. Mr Bhatia joined the 
public relatign« department ut the 
army and quickly rone (o be the 
yuungesi*evur Lieutenant Cohinel in 


that depanmeni. Thi?> was a very 
special department indeed for ir had 
people who were to become the 
domineering figurev of the Urdu 
Ulerary world. One of them wes Fait 
Ahmed Fau. Public relations 
appeared to suit the young Ueute* 
nani CnIoneJ who moved to Bengal 
and joined the public rehitions de* 
partmeni of the West Bengal govern¬ 
ment. The Sraresman took him on 
shortly afterwards, and Hr Bhatia 
soon became the Swesmeii'^ special 
representative in Lucknow. His stmt 
as the daily's man in Lucknow was to 
be a prelude fur his Uter years as the 
5fare>man > chief of bureau in New 
Delhi. Vijayalaxmi Pandit took him 
to Moscow in the late 1940 s av public 
relations officer when she was 




appointed India's envoy in Moscow 

From public relations, Mr Bhadd 
relumed once again tu journalism' 
he was the Srateaman's chief ol 
bureau and its diplomatic correspun 
dent in the mid-Kifties. Bui he was 
no( to remain in the post for long: he 
joined The Tribune as editor for u 
year before Joining The Times ot 
fnc/ja as its resideni editor in New 
Delhi Two years Uter he was 
appointed resident editor uf the /nJj> 
uit £jtpie^ in New Delhi. 

Mr Bhatia moved away from jour 
nalism to a diplomaiic assignment 
once again when in the mid &ixties. 
he was sent to Nairobi as IndmS H igh 
Commissioner, where he remained 
for three years before his appoini 
meni as India’s envoy (o Singapore. 
His days in the diplomatic service 
over. Mr Bhatia became the chief | 
editor of the Indian News and Fea¬ 
tures Agency llSfA>for a brief while 
before he went to Chandigarh us 
editor of 77ie Tribune, where he ha?i 
been ever since, duiibling the pA|>erS 
circulaiioti In a little more than h | 
year He was insirumenral in bring* I 
ing out the newspaper's Hindi and ! 
Punjabi editions. 

The Tyfbuxie’s coverage i>r Punjab 
througli the receni turbulent years 
won the paper and Mr Bhatio a lui of 
accolades and ultimately the Goenku 
award. Mr Bhatia certainly changed 
77te TVrbune'.s work ethic. He i» so 
punctual that his employees say you 
can set your wat«h by him. 

Every morning alter he hav read 
his newspaper, he calls the Tribune 
journalists at home and takes them 
to task for mistakes. He al»o knows 
how to get wnrk done When his 
Shimla correspnndenr had nut filed a 
story for two weeks. Mr Bhatia tele¬ 
phoned him and asked him why there ' 
had been no stai les from ShimU. The 
correspondent replied that nothing 
was happening. Then Mr Bhatia 
asked: ‘*How is (he weather?” The 
correspondent told him that Shimla 
had Its first sn, wfall that day. “Well, 
then.” said ine editor. *‘file im 
mediately on the first snowfall.” 

Prem Bhatia is interested in sports 
golf at ibe weekends is a must. When 
he was younger, cricket was his pas* 
sion and had the war not broken gut 
when it did he might have played for 
India 

Ma*o Mn. New Mg 


43 




SUNDAY SPECIAL 

The CCoisterecC Passion of 
Radfui and Krishna 


BYSUDHIRKAKARAND JOHN MUNDER ROSS 


k«dli« «a<l Kri>hA« in 

F or an Indian—or. more exact* music—from Kumara Oarulhana lo when he or she. possessed by the 

jy. a Hindu—the Jove of Jasrai—sing the des’otional $ong« of iipirit of one uf the Jovars, feels 

Radhe, (he beautiful cowher medieval saints who io (heir pc^ms impelled to get up and ecstatically 

dess who later became a god- sometimes watch and at other times dance ihe itud or his beloved, 

dess for some cults, and Krishna, the participate in the love play as Krish> The Radha-Krishna legend, then, is 
youthful dark god who is the object na’s beloved. The story grips our ao( a story in the senseiof an orderly 

of widespread devotion, is less a imaginationevery time we behold the narrative whose proragomsts have a 

story remembered than a randum animated expressions, flashing eyes shared past and are progressing to 

succession of episodes seen and and sinuous movements of an Indian wards a tragic or happy future, ft is 

heard, sung and danced. Over the dancer who <aa Radha) dances her more an eviKprion and elaboration of 

centuries, their love has been pur anger •( Krishna's infidelities or (as the here and now of passionate love, 

irayed in thousands of vxiiuuite Krishna) begs furgiveoess for his an attempt to capture the exciting, 

miniature paintings which have fixed impetuous dalliance. The Inve affair fleeting moments of the senses and 

the liivers in separation and union, is recreated each time a Krishna the baffling ways in which love's 

longing and abandonment. The love devotee participates in the commun* pleasures and pains are felt before 

story is heard whenever we listen to al singing of an episode from the »retrosv>aciiv« recollecdoni trying to 

the great vocalists of Indian classical story m a temple and especially regain a lost control over emotiwal 
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infused with all the confusini emo* 
tions of a proud, passionate woman 
who feels deserted by her lov^r 
My heart values his vulgar ways. 
Refuses to admir my rafe» 

Feels strangely elated, 

And keeps denying his guilt. 
When he steals away without ma 
To indulge his craving 
For more young women. 

My penerse heart 
Only wants Krishna back. 

What can I do? 

Solitary grief and images of a love 
betrayed and passion lost, recreated 
in reverte. alternate and reinforce 


In the couch of 


stand out in Krishna’s mind as some* 
one special who is desired in her 
uniqueness. In Maurice Valency's 
formulation, from the ''heroic lover" 
for whom no woman ii exceptional 
and who simply desires a variety of 
amatory dalliances, Krishna becomes 
the "rooiamic lover" impelled to* 
ward a single irreplaceable mistress. 
The unheeding pursuit of pleasure, a 
bewildered Krishna discovers, has 
been brought to a hah by pleasure’s 
worst enemics-^memory end attach* 
mem. 

Her joyful responses to my touch, 

Trembling liquid movement of 


life, edits away love’s inevitable con* 
fusions. It is not tragic but tender 
and. ultimately, cheerful. 

The sybartic tenderness envelop¬ 
ing the caress of the lovers is strik* 
ing. A long tine of bards and bel* 
ltdeers, most of them indebted to the 
twelfth-century Sanskrit poet, 
Jayadeva, who decisively shaped the 
legend's outlines, have often de* 
Kribed the setting of this love. A 
Hindu needs only to close his eyes 
and "remember” to see Vrindavan, 
an Indian garden of Eden spring into 
existence. In the perpetual sunshine 
of the myth, distinct from the mists 
of history, a forest thicket on the 
bank of the river Jumna awakens to 
life on a tropical spring day. The 
mustard fields at the edge of the 
forest, with their thick carpet of 
dazzling yellow flowers, stretch far 
Into the distance. The air is redolent 
with (he perfume of pollen shaken 
loose from newly blossomed jasmine 
and bunches of flime*cotored mimo* 
sa flowers hanging round and heavy 
from the trees The ears are awash in 
(he humming of bees, the cries of 
cuckoos and the distant tinkling of 
bells hanging around ihe neckis of 
grazing cattle. The call of Krishna's 
flute comes floating through the 
forest thicket, further agitating the 
already unquiet sensei, making for 
an inner uprising and an alien inva* 
aion. The story, aiming to fix the 
essence of youthful love, has an 
amorous rather than geographical 
landscape as its location; its setting 
is neither social nor historical but 
sensuous. 

In the falling dusk, Nanda, Krish¬ 
na’s foster fatlur and the chief of a 
coramuniry of cowherds, asks Radha 
to escort Krishna home through the 
forest. On the way. in a grove, their 
"secret passion triumphs.” Radha’s 
thoughts come to be absorbed by 
Krishna who, however, is unfaithful 
to her os he sports with other cowtaer* 
desse^hugging one, kissing another 
and caressing yet another dark 
beauty. 

When he quickens ali things 
To create bliss in the world 
His soft black sinuous lotus limbs 
Begin the festival of love 
And beautiful cowherd girls 
wildly 

Wind him in their bodies. 
Friend, in spring young Hari 
(Krishna) plays 
Like erotic mood incarnate 
Radha is Jealous as she imagines 
the "vines of his great throbbing 
arms circle a thousand cowhardes* 
aai" but more than Jealousy she is 


Thit it • Chapter from • forthcominp 
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each other, but seem somehow be 
nign. 

My eyes close languidly as I feel 
the flesh quiver on his cheek. 
My body is moi«t with «weA(; he is 
shaking from the wine of lust. 
Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime tor¬ 
mentor to revel with me* 

Pve gone mad waiting for his 
fickle love to change. 

The power of Radha’s yearning 
work a change in Krishna. Of all the 
goofs icowherdosses). interchange* 
abU suppliers of ploasure and feel¬ 
ings of conquest, Radha begins to 


her eyes. 

Fragrance from her lotus mouth. 
A sweet ambiguous .stream of 
words. 

Nectar frrm her red berry lips— 
Even when the sensuous objects 
are gone. 

My mind holds on to her in a 
trance. 

How does the wound of her deser¬ 
tion deepen’ 

Having b^n the god who strove to 
please himself alone, Krishna has 
become a man for whom the part¬ 
ner’s well-being assumes an import- 
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tnce the equal hif own. He 
di$caver$ that he would rather serve 
and adore than vanquish and de¬ 
mand. As a tale of love, this trans* 
formative moment from desire's 
' sensations to love’s adoration, fiives 
I the ^itury of Radha and Krishna its 
singular impact. (It is a remarkable 
coincidence that three of the world's 
best-known works of romantic love 
which occupy pivotal positions in 
their respective cultures-^BeroulS 
Tristan and Isoidt in Europe. Nita 
mi’s Layla and JVfa^/ruxi in the Ula* 
mic world and Jayadeva’s Ceetago- 
vinda in India—were all produced 
roughly at the same time in the 
twelfth century, j 

T o continue the stnry: hearing 
of Krishna's remorse and of 
his attachment to her. Radha, 
drassed and ornamented for 
I love, awaits Krishna at their rrysting 
place in the forest. She Ungers in 
Viiin. for Krishna does not come. 
Radha is consumed with jealousy as 
she imagines him engaged in an 
amouruuii encounter with a rival. 
When Krishna finally does appear. 
Radha spurns him angrily: 

Dark from kissing her kuhl* 
blackened eyes 

Ar dawn your lips match your 
body's color, Krishna 
Damn you Madhva! Cu! Kesava 
leave me' 

Don't plead your lies with mei 
Go after her. Krishna! 

She will ease yuur despair. 

Bui, In separation, Radha and 
Krishna long for each other with a 
' mounting ^ense of desolation. Even- 
I tually, Rudha's friend persuades her 
I CO abandon her mudestv and pride 
j and go to her lover. 

I Your full hips and breasts are 

^ heavy to bear. 

Approach with anklets ringing! 
Their sound inspires lingering 
feet. 

Run with the gaii of a wild goose! 
Madhu’s tormentor 
Is faithful to you. fool. 

Follow him. Radhikal 
In the full throes of a sexual excite* 
ment when even her “modesty left in 
shame," Radha rushes to meet an 
equally ardent (and repentant) lover. 
Krishna sings 

Throbbing breasts aching for 
love's embrace are hard to touch 
Rest these vessels on my chest! 
Quench love’s burning fire! 
Narayana (Krishna) i« faithful 
now. Love me Radhika' 

•Offer your lips* nectar to revive a 
dying sieve. Radha! 

This obsessed mind end listless 
body burn in love's desoletion, 
Nereyane Is faiilitul now. Love 
me, Redhikai 


Once the ecstatic love-making sub- 
' sides momentarily in an orgasmic 
1 release, a playful Radha asks Krish¬ 
na 10 rearrange her clothes and her 
« louselled hair. as also 
'‘Paint a leaf on my breasts! 

Pur colour tin my cheeks! 
l.ay a girdle on my hips! 

I Twine my heavy braid with 
flowers! 

Kix r(»ws of bangles on my hands 
And jewelled anklets on my feet!" 

' Her vellow robt-d lover 
Did what R.idha said, 
javadeva. legend has it, hesitant to 
\ commii sacrilege by having the g*«d 
much Kadhu's feet- the usual sign of 
submissive lower status—was unoble 
to pen the last lines and went out to 
bathe; when he returned, he found 
that Krishna himself had completed 
the verse in his absence 
The fascination of Jayadeva's crea 
tiun IS. of course, also due to its 
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. musical form. Javadeva set each can¬ 
to of the love poem to a different 
j musical mode (ragal and rhythm 
(tafa). ft is a work which succeeding 
generations have regarded a marvel 
I of music as much ^ language and 
I meaning. And music, we know, that 
I fine-tuned language of the senses, 
' best captures the Dionysian or 
( rather, in our context, the Krishna- 
I man spirit and sensual spontaneity 
of the erotic. The erotic sensibilities 
of lovers, and of others with either 
the potential for love or its haunting 
memory, can be reproduced in music 
with greater fidelity than in words 
since there is a direct rather than 
signified correspondence between 
musical forms and the forms of emo¬ 
tional life. Love is not about some¬ 
thing; it is. Jayadeva seems to have 
intuitively known that (in Kierke¬ 
gaard's wordsl.^e sensual mo^ is 


I too heavy and too dense to be sus* 

! rained by speech; only music can 
I express it." 

I The story of Radha and Krishna as 
< it has come down to us today, differs 
I from Jayadeva's version in only one 
Significant respect. Jayadeva merely 
hints at the illicit nature of their love 
when he has an older Radha change 
from young Krishna’s protective 
escort to bourne his lover, thereby 
also defying the authority end in¬ 
structions of (he chief of cowherds; 

“Clauds thicken the sky. 
j Temala treeb darken the forest. 

^ The night frightens him. 

Radha. you take him homo!" 

They leave at Nanda'.s order. 

Passing trees in thickets on the 
' way, • 

Until secret passions of Radha 

and Madhava 

Triumph on ihe Jumna rlverbank. 

Later poets (notably Vidyapati), 
who tend to fxus more on Radha and 
her lover than on Krishna gave (he 
iiUcit in the story a more concrete 
- cast and a specific content. Radha is 
j another man's wife and her liaison 
with Krishna, whatever Its meaning 
i in mystical allegury, is plainly 
adulterous in human terms. Radha 1$ 
certainly not a paragon of womanly 
virtues detailed in Hindu texts; nor 
does she come close to any of the 
“good" or “bad" mother-goddessesof 
Indian mythology and religion. In her 
passionate craving for sexual union 
with her lover and m her desperate 
suffering m his absence, Radha is 
simply the personification of a 
mahabfiave.a "great feeling" that is 
heedless of social proprieties and 
unbounded by ^inventions. Before 
attempting our own interpretation of 
the mahabhava of the legend, we 
must first briefly locate the love of 
Radha and Krishna in Us cultural- 
historical context. As various scho¬ 
lars have pointed out, many different 
Indian tradition ^religious and ero¬ 
tic, classical literary and folk—have 
converged and coalesced in the 
poetical renditions of the myth, espe¬ 
cially Jayadeva's G;ragovx/ida * to 
give that particular work an allure 
, that extends over large pans of the 
( $ub<onttnent. 

I 

n India, 'passion love* first 
Dppeared in the court poetry and 
drama of the so-called classical 
period of Hindu civilisation. 
' spanning the first few centuries of 
I the Christian era. Earlier, jn the 
' epics of Mahabhareta and 
: Ramayana, love was usually a matter 
of straightforward desire and Its 
gratification. This was aspecially so 
for the man for whom a woman was 
in inbiniment of pleasure and in 
object of the senses (indiryanbay— 
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one physical need among many 
others. There is an idealisation of 
marriage in the epics, yes, but chiefly 
as a social and religious act. The 
obligation of conjugal love and the 
virtue of chastity within marriage 
were primarily demanded of the wife 
while few limits were set on a hus* 
band who lived under and looked up 
at a licentious heaven ticmmg with 
lusty gods and “heavenlv" whores, 
otherworldly and utterly desirable at 
once and most eager to give and take 
pleasure. 

The Buddhist domination ol Indian 
society which followed brought with 
it Buddhism’s sombre view of life. In 
which the gud of love was identified 
with Mara oi Death. The new cosmol¬ 
ogy it imposed was not particularly 
conducive to developing a literature 
of passionate love. Nor did love enter 
through the back door of erotic mys¬ 
ticism. in the Therlgatha. or psalms 
of notable sisters nf the Buddhist 
order, marked by dutiful daughterly 
sentitnenti towards the Buddha, 
there is none of the urnticism of their 
medieval Christian counterparts who 
in their passionate outpourings con¬ 
ceived of Christ as a youthful 
bridegroom. 

All this seems to have changed 
radically with the dawn of the clas¬ 
sical period that spanned the first six 
to seven centuries of the present era. 
In the poetry and drama flourishing 
at the courts, love became a predomi¬ 
nant theme, indeed one overshadow¬ 
ing every other sentiment It is a love 
chat is both deeply sensual and 
moulded by mutual passion. The 
woman is as ardent as the man and 
initiates the wooing quite as often, 
indeed, the surviving poems of the 
few women poets show them to be 
even freer in their expression than 
their male counierparis. 

The Sanskrit poems and dramas 
are characterised by a playful enjoy¬ 
ment of love’s ambiguities, a delight¬ 
ed favouring of its pleasures and a 
refined suffering of its sorrows. 
Spontaneity, fervid abandon and 
love's transports are generally ab¬ 
sent from this poetry. Apart from one 
or two notable exceptions, the depic¬ 
tion of love is on a miniature scale- 
short stanzas seeking to freeze one or 
another of love’s emotions, cameos 
yidding glimpses into arresting ero¬ 
tic moments. What is considered im¬ 
portant—and this 1 $ the core of the 
Indian theory of aesthetict-is to 
eppture the resa, literally, "flavour” 
or "essence." or the mood, of a 
particular passionate instant which 
can then be relished by the poetical¬ 
ly cultivated connoisseur. The in¬ 
tensity of chi mood is not enhanced 
through paychologicel depth but by 
KcuauletJon of sensuous detail. 


The waist is slim, with three fulds. 
the thighs round anJ plump, like the 
trunk of an elephant nr a banana 
tree. The navel is deep, the hips 
heavy. These lyrical yet conventional 
descriptions of body pari^ seem to 
operate like collective fetishes, cul¬ 
turally approved cues for the indi¬ 
vidual lu allow himself to indulge in 
erutu excifemeiit. 

Now, a facer of the beloved 
womans beauty is leriaiuly iirper- 
sonal in the senw that it ik nnt are's 
gift, especially tu youth, and its 
minimal presence is necessary for 
the eye to stay and linger, for the 
glance to become a gaze, for the poet 
to wax lyrical. As Auden remarks. “A 


Redha aad Kriibaa le Ihe forest: obNvteoi to their serroandlngs 


girl who weighs two hundred pounds 
and a woman of eighty may both 
have beautiful faces in the personal 
sense, but men do not fall in love 
with ihem.” For our more modern 
tastes, however, the part played by 
impersonal beauty is receding in 
favour nf a personal beauty which is 
more an indi\ idua! than a natural or 
cultural cr> *;,'tun. The impersonal 
lust wukvd uy ivukiug ai a woman lu 
parts—and at the parts of a woman, 
as in most traditional Indian poetry, 
IS no longer the major ingredient of 
love. The choice of the beloved Is no 
longer solely determined by her con¬ 
formity to a greet cultural model but 
also because of a uniqueness In 
which even her flaws are cheriihad. 
It is now the fleeting yet characte ris- 


subjective, the emphasis of classical 
Indian literature on love as a deper¬ 
sonalised voluptuous state may de¬ 
light thv senses but does not touch 
the heart. For chose whose sensibility 
has been moulded by individualism, 
it is difficult to identify with the 
impersooai protagonists of Sanskrit 
and Tamil love poems who are not a 
particular man or woman but man 
and woman as such—provided be is 
handsome, she is beautiful and both 
are young. The face of the heroine, 
lor mstance, is always like a mow ot 
lotus flower, eyes like waterlilies or 
(hose of a fawn. She always stoops 
slightly from rbe weight of her full 
breasts, improbable fleshy flowers of 
rounded p^ection that do not even 
idmic 4 blade of graM between them. 
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tic trivialitie^the narrovhng of her 
eyes In a quiezical smile, ihe mbbJing 
of the fleshy part of the lower lip 
when engrossed in thought—which 
fascinate and enthrall the lover, ihe 
flash of aesthetic admit ation super* 
seded by the wave of adoration. In 
the verses of Hhakespeare’s great 
sonnett 

My mistress* eves are nothing like 
the sun;. 

My mistress, when she walks, 
treads on the ground. 

And yet, by heaven, I think my 
love es rare 

As any she belied wiih false com. 

' pare. 

Furthermore, Indian poetry be 
comus inaccessible, even boring. 
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when its enriv fivshness l>vgjns to 
will under the scholuMic dii.totes 
which hecumt' more and more com¬ 
pelling in the later centuries. Nut 
unlike the effurls ot modern sexohtg* 
jst.s. Sanskrit puerics and erotics had 
11 uw defined, ainilysed and categu* 
rised the many moods and situations 
of love. Lovers—men and wonien>- 
had been stereuiyped according to 
the wavs they upproach and react to 
love Th^'V were further divided and 
subdivided according lo rank, char* 
I acter, circumsiances as well as the 
different shades of their feelings and 
gestures. With ns in'.istence on the 
'‘apprupnaie’* cumbmadon of types, 
feelings and siiuaiiuns. the scholastic 
steamroller crushed the creative ex¬ 
pression <>l passionate luve ai effec 
tiveJy as Epic indifference or Buddh. 
1st disapproval. 
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From sixth century onwards, first 
in the south and then in the north, 
another shift took place which led to 
I a reemergence of passionate love. As 
I with most things Indian, the change 
[ originated in the religious sphere but 
i then expanded to influence Hindu 
I culture and sensibility in such a 
profound way (hat its reverberations 
are still fell today. Scholars have 
I called the shift hhakti, the rise of 
devotional religions in lebellion 
i against the petrification of coniem* 
' porary Hindu practice. The poet- 
I scholar. A. K. Ramanujan, has 
I pointed out the parallels between 
' bhskn and European protestani 
movements piuiest against 
: mediators like priests, rituals and 
I temples in favour of direct individual 
experience uf the Divine, a religious 
movement of and for the underdog 
and including saints of all castes, 
' trades and both the sexes, a religion 
of arbitral V grace, monotheism and 
evangelism Hhiva in the south and 
Krishna m ihe north liecutne the 
objects of hhekfi's impassioned devo¬ 
tion and Ithakti poetry, brimming 
with the love for the laird, flowers m 
the vernacular languages which, to 
some extent, take over from fians 
krii. the language of "high" culture. 

I Drawing un conventions uf the das- 
^ sjcal literature uf love and using an 
» existing pan*Indian stock of symbols 
and figures of speech, the bhukti 
poets n nctheless strive for spun* 
taneous. direct, persorsal expression 
, of feeling rather than a rarified cul- 
! iivaiiiui of aesthetic effect and the 
"emmion recollected" preferred by 
^ ihe .Sanskrit poets 

R adha and Knshna, althou^ 
linked to the heroine and 
hero of classical love poetry 
m many ways, are primarily 
I products of Ihe bhukti novement 
I whose priTKipal mood has always 
been the erotic, (n contrast to much 
I of Wmem poetry of sexual mystic¬ 
ism. though. Radha and Krishna are 
nut figures of erotic allegory. Given 
hhalrti’s need of possessing aod 
being possessed by the god and the 
fact that sexual love is where the 
fullest possession, the "closest touch 
of all,** takes place, the creators and 
audiences of hhakti poetry seek to 
project themselves into RadhaY love 
fur Krishna through pooms that re* 
count all its passionate phases. For 
hhakri is preeminently feminine in 
its oneniatton. and the erotic love for 
Krishna for Siva as the case may W) 
u envisioned entirely from the 
woman's viewpoint. male de* 
votees, saints, and poets must *U 
adopt a feminine posture and ptrso* 
na to recreate Radha's responses is 
themselves Radha's pasaionata leva 


for Krishna, raised to its highest 
intensity, is not an allagory for reli* 
fious passion but is rali^ous passion. 
Jayadava thus does not need to make 
a distinction or choose between the 
religious and the erotic when he 
introduces the subject matter of his 
poem saying: 

If remembering Hari fKrishna) en¬ 
riches your heart. 

If his arts of seduction arouse you. 
Listen to Jeyedeve's speech 
In these sweet soft lyricel songs. 
Befitting his status at the adigvrv 
("first teacher") of Radha*Krishna 
cults, Jayadevi knows that the en¬ 
richment of the heart and the arousal 
of senses belong together. 

The augmentation of passion or, 
more specifically, the heightening of 
I sexual excitement is then the "great 
feeling," the maAabhava, that per¬ 
vades the Radha-Krishna legend. 
Radha incarnates a state of perma¬ 
nent amorous tension, a here-and- 
now of desire thei carries within 
Itself a future expectation of pleasur* 
able release but...oh, not yet! Her 
concern Is not with "lineaments of 
gratified desire" but with their anti* 
cjpiiion. Radha personifies an en¬ 
during arousal (hat does no( seek 
orgasmic resolution. Hers i» an effort 
to reach the very essence of erotic¬ 
ism. As she herself says in one of 
Vidyapati's songs 
Throu^ all the ages 
he (Krishna t has been clesped to my 
breast, 

Yet my desire 
never abates. 

1 have seen subtle people sunk in 
passion 

but none came so close (o the heart of 
the fire. 

In her incerviews with the temple- 
dancers of Orissa, the anthropologist 
Frederique Marglin highlighted (he 
fact that when these women talk of 
the love (preme) of Red he and other 
cowherdesaes. they do not mean a 
chaste, platonic love but refer specifi¬ 
cally to the lantesy (consciouf inthis 
case, but unconscious in many 
others) of unending and sustained 
sexual excitement. Th# absence of 
kame or lust in Radha's love for 
Krishna does not mean an absence of 
desire, but of orgasm. The dancers, 
who seek ro enact for ihemslvea the 
tension and intensity of the mythical 
cowberdesMs, explicate the dieKnc* 
tion by stating that one of Krisbna’a 
names is Acyura, "the one whose 
seed does not fail." Marglin writes: 
"What is the meening of BMihna’s 
reiendOD of his seed? My ioformifH 
delineated sevaral levels of meaning. 
First, there is the ceatimony of aver* 
day experie nee. in which sexual plea - 
sure Is only monencary. Mter 
orgasm the pleasurable ercclc ten* 
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Is gone; in such a manner one 
atrains oniy temporary pleasure 6r 
happiness ikhyffmka sukha). furth* 
ermora, by ejaculaiing one loses 
one’s strength and becomes old. In 
this world, the world nf 
pleasure is brief and one begets 
children, whereas in the divine play 
of Krishna there Is continuous [nityay 
pleasure and nn childi'en The ^pr> 
are not impregnated ..The shedding 
of the seed has ulteiior conM^^u 
ences. i.e.. a birth. Knshna's erniii; 
dalliance with the gop/s ha» rui olrer- 
ior purpose or consequence, h exists 
for Itself, m itself." It is indeed u 
dwellinit in the immediacy of excite 
meiit, a locking in of iHidy and mind 
in total erotic involvement 
Using classicji conventions in 
which sexual esciiefnent is denoted 
bv certain budilv manifestations 
such as swearing ami bristling of hair 
(the metiijon of sexual oigans and 
genital sensations were ajwavs urn 
accepidhie), poem after poem seeks 
to Lonvev the rasa of K.idha's orous 
al.Tn giving cciui ill place to the body 
in the dcpictiioi uf erotic passions— 

, which are afiei uJl ideas which the 
\ mind would not have unless n wete 
uniivd to the body, the hhitkti i^ts 
seem to mtuitivelv recognise and 
' affirm the truth of Auden's assertion 
(hat "Our b(»dies cannot love Kui, 
without one what works nf low 
. could we do." In Radha's excitement, 
produced by the anticipaiinn of m 
tercAurse. 

I She bristles with pain, sucks m 
breath 

Cries, shudde's, gasps, 

Broods deep, reels, stammers. 

Fails, raises herself, then faints. 
When fevers of passion rage so high, 

^ A frail girl moy live by your rharm. 

While in the .sensuous fervnur of ' 
foreplay. ' 

I There was a shudder in her whisper* 
ing voice. 

She was shy to frame her wr^rdk. 
What has happened tonight to lovelv ' 
Radha? 

Now she consents, now she is afraid. | 
I When asked for love, she closes up 
her eyes 

^ger to reach the ocean of desire. 
He begs her for a kiss. 

She turns her mouth away ' 

And then, like a night lily, the moort 
seiaed her. ' ' I 

She felt his totich startling her girdle. , 
She knew her Jove treasure was ; 
being robbed. [ 

With her dress she covered up her i 
bf^scs. ' 

Tile treasure was left uncovered. 

At first glance, the Urge number of 
Radh4*Krishna poems that describe 
the near*harrowlng effects of their 
sejsaratien on Radhe do not seem lo 
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support nur contention that sexual 
excitement is their central emotion 
end IIS generation iheir chief pui 
pose. Yet even lea.mg aside the fact 
that much of the cunient uf ^eparu' 
tion poems conslsr^ of Radba's lecol* 
leciiunv uf eiotic pleasure^an effort 
to retain expecrancy through re* 
mmiHence—we know that in roman* 
tic literature aiound the world, the 
division of lovers has been a well- 
known device fur wheirmg erotic 
hunger. In hfe as m art. lurniiigs m 
the path uf love'» fulfillment have 
(ilw ays lieen lournl necessary lo swell 
the tide of the tlbido. Sepuiateiies^ 
and ujnon utt* not difforenc cjtegor* 
ie> of Jove, as ihi* cunveinion of 
Indian puetics wnuld have it. but aiv 
intimately connecied thiuugh the 
workings uf desire The lovei s and 
ihc poet's dnreibng 'ui jpjitness lep- 
resents hn. or her ubjuring uf pu»se« 
Mim that would defUie desire. F.nxtc 
passioiv in de Rougemont's anihro* 
pumorphic foimulatioii. always in* 
vents distance in iwder to exult itself 
more complerels Below ihe surface 
sadnets. lies ihe lovers* ne^ to ere- 
ate im|>edimenis in the enjoyment of 
their lose, tu dtdrijuusfv postcNsne 
their delight 


j Oiheis went to even greater lengths 
' to piove Ihe contrary, exp I u in mg 
ihdt precisely because Krishna is 
uod he js noi bound by normal 
human restrictions. In the end. unJ 
perhaps Inevitably, the communitv's 

S iesi for pleasure inumphed over its 
eolugical scruples in firmlv deman¬ 
ding (hat the mythical lovers be 
accepted as unamblguousJv 
' adulterous. 

I The identification of the adulier* 

< Aus wirh Ihe thrilling and romantic is 
I comflinn enough in Western literary 
I tradition. But in the Indian context, 
the link is pos.sessed uf a special 
resonance since (here Ihe dichotomy 
between the conjugal and the 
adultcious has remained sharp and 
charged with tension over many cen* 


exuoJ excitement is also a 
mental state. Ihe product uf 
^ y (hu5v fantasies where, as 
Robert Stoller has pnint^ 
uui. one oscillates between an anti 
cipation of danger and Ihe expecta 
tion of replacing danger with plea¬ 
sure. The maior fantasies, largely 
unconscious, which are reflected in 
the trembling attraction nf Radha's 
love fur Krishna are decisively 
formed and coloured by the theme (>f 
a forbidden crossing of Iniundaries 
First, in the pervasive presence of 
the aduherous in the narrative there 
is an illicit uansgressiun of mural 
and legal limits. S^ond, in striving 
to entertain the erotic feelings and 
sensations of the other sex. a lover 
would violate his primal sexual de* 
marcarioo as a male. Funhermore. 
(he arousal provoked by these fanta¬ 
sies is both preserved and brought to 
pitch by the stealth and secrecy m 
which the crossing of such bounds 
takes place. 

The mast obvious manifestation of 
the illicit, involving the crossing of 
boundaries set by social mores and 
norms, is found in the adulterous and 
later accounts which saddle Radha 
with a husband, throwing io a 
mother-in-law for good measure, per* 
sistently underline the adulterous 
nature uf her love fctf Krishna. There 
was, of course, much theulogkak un¬ 
easiness regarding (his circumst¬ 
ance. Some commentetors went to 
great lengths to expUin why, since 
Krishna is god, be could not have 
actually coveted the wife ^ another. 


Krishna washes R4Mlha’< feet 


tunes. 

The third-century Tamil epic of 
Sftti^ppsdikaram (The Ankle 
Bracelet I is perhaps the earliest illus¬ 
tration of the "separate but equal’* 
Httraccions of (he adulterous and the 
cunjugal for the Indian man. The 
sensuality and abandon in the de¬ 
scriptions of Kovalana’s relationship 
with his mistress Madhavi in this 
epic, provide a strong counterpoint 
to the tenderness and uxorious de¬ 
pendability of his wife. Kaonaki. 

In the rituai sphere, right from the 
beginning, (he god and goddess of 
sexual love have been segregated 
from deilies who preside over mar¬ 
riage and feniliry. Even today the 
so'called *‘love mirnage,** almost a 
contradiction in termi—and the sub* 
ject of much excited gossip when it 
occurs—is mostly met with in the 
fantastical world of Indian movies 
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KmI Its in KrMhna (hxbrs; tr^fMvntfine 1 hv buuntfarles of A<iid** 


brushwood shall men throw (upon 
The fire); there shall The evil-doer be 
consumed." 

Ill mvtholu^y. coo. the adulterous 
woman ac least rarely escapes the 
ci>nse9uerues of her actions. Ahilya. 
the wife of a sage, who was more a 
victim of Indra s (the king of gods'1 
lechery’ and less an enthusiastic par¬ 
ticipant in rheir short-lived level. 

P aid dearly for her unwitting lapse. 

arshuram. commanded by his 
father, killed his own mother who. 
when out bathing, caught si^t of a 
handsome king sporting with his 
wives A^'d was "unfaithful in her 


heart" Even today, we know from 
clinical practice that in most sections 
of Indian soceiety adultery is rarely a 
matter of casual, common-place 
liaison. Even its fantasised contam* 
plation by the woman is reacted to 
with mural dread and as a momen* 
touv psycholofpcai event. 

X n contrast, the poets and literati 
uf the classical period, who have 
exercised a fueat influence on 
subsequent cultural attitudes 
ond sentiments, at least of the upper 
ciistes. generally scorned the Hindu 
matnage a» a preeminently social 
end religious duty. They saw in mar 
I iage e deadly foe uf the passion to 
which they*-u> indeed most poets^ 
have always aspired. In writing with 
nostalgia ul scenes of love unham¬ 
pered bv matrimony or in lamenting 
the disappedi ince of love with mar 
riage. the poets' scorn of conjugal 
liive w^s unremitting. 

Where the moon is not inveighed 
, against 

and nn sweet words of the messenger 
are heard, 

Where speech is not choked with 
(ears 

and the body grows not thin; 

but where one sleeps in une's own 

house 

with he une owns subservient to 
one's wish: 

can this routine of household sex, 
this wretched thing, deserve the 
name of love? 

With notable exceptions such as 
Bhavabhuii who rhapsodised over 
the tenderness and deepening affec* 
lion of the marital tie. the poets and 
especiallv the female of thistaitistici 
speciev^Viava and BhavakaHevi for 
example^idealised The rapture of 
the illicit liaison. In counterpoint to 
the damnarign heaped upon hei.iiti 
religious and legal texts, the adul* 
tress was assured of the poet's 
admiration and sympathy. In the poe¬ 
tic and dramatic conventions, for. 
instance, there are three kinds of 
unmeii: the courtesan (i*esh.vai. the 
wife (rvaktya). and the "other 
woman* {parakiya). The other 
svuman is further subdivide into two 
kinds: the unmarried young girl 
ikamakai ^nd the married woman 
{parodhgy. It is the parodha.. -the 
niher man's wife, who best embodies 
the principle of eros (since, risking 
much, she ha«^ the most to lose) end is 
therefore considered the most desir¬ 
able lover. As one Sanskrit poet 
wniea; 

So there are 
Women who attract with 
their loose ivays 
prostitutes 

and there ii tha deep shyness 
of one's own wife 


and IS generally deemed a daring 
We.stern impiirt uf (he urbanised and 
presumahiv licemiuus tipjier classes. 

As far as legalities arc concerned, 
both the cimventiuns and the laws 
about adultery have iweii and re¬ 
main extiemely strict. The epics cuii- 
sidered adultery as one of the five 
great sins for which iheu> i$ no 
aionemeiit^ihe mhcis are the mur¬ 
der nf a Rrahmiii, slaying of 3 cow. 
unbelief, living off j womun^aod 
warned against 11 s friuluiiil consegii 


(hen the king must not punish him.** 
This is a state of affairs which, to go 
hv some notorious coun deeixions of 
recent years, has not greatly 
chani^. Menu, the ancient Hindu 
law-giver, is even more bloodthirsty 
in his upposition to adultery: "What¬ 
ever woman betrays (by intercourse 
wiih smuthur man) her husband. 

[ rnud i»r her beauty and descent, the 
mg shall cause to' be torn in pieces 
Ivy rings in an open place. The para 
mnur ^ail be roasted on an iron bed; 


ences. "In all case.t a man must never 
approach the wife oi another For 
there is nought in the world vvhich so 
shuriens life as that the man on earth 
should visit the wife of another As 
manv pores as are on women's 
bodies, so many years will he sit in 
hell ..He that touches another mans 
wife is burn a< a wolf, as a dog. as a 
jackal, then burn as a vulture, a 
snake, a heron, as also a crane." The 
law books reckon the adulterous cou¬ 
ple among thesavenkinds of murder* 
rs who may be killed with impunity 
d ' ii a man enme" upun his wife in 
uthei man’s aims, and kills both. 




the n)o$t beaucKul and most 

t raceful showing 
er love 

opening flower 

but who in this world can 

fill one with joy 

like another man’s vrife 

loving with naked breast. 

In contrast to the classical poets 
who stressed the frank elation, the 
incomparable “joy" of Inving 
another man's wife, the bhakfi cults 
gave more exalted reasons for mak¬ 
ing Radha an adulterous paiakiye. 
For them the adulterous was symbo¬ 
lic of the sacred« the overwhelming 
moment that denies world and socle- 
ty, transcending the profanity of 
everriav convention, as it forges an 
unc^'n^itiona! (and unruly} relation 
ship with god a 'he lover. Stirring 
our sense ol the e8«c..tial instabili¬ 
ties and disorderhness of passionate 
love, Radha would sing* 

At the first note of his flute 
down came the lion gate of reverence 
fur elders. 

down came the door of dhsrms. 
my guarded treasure of mudesty was 
lost, 

I w’as thrust to the gruund as if by a 
thunderbolt. 

Ah, yes. his dark body 
poised in the rribhanga pose 
shot the arrow that pierced me; 

' no more honour, my family 
lost to me, 

' my home at Vraja 
lost to me. 

Only my life Is left—and mv life too 
Is only a breath that is leaving me, 
In imparting adulterous love ele¬ 
ments of the divine, the bhaktj poets 
went even farther than the trouba¬ 
dours of medieval Europe who had 
equated it with “true" love. In the 
legendary and oft-quoted decision 
taken at the so-called Court of Love 
in Champagne in 1174 it was main¬ 
tained; “He declare and affirm, 
agreeably to (he general opinion of 
chose present, that lose cannot exor¬ 
cise its powers on married people. 
The following reason is proof of the 
fact; lovers grant evervthing,mutual¬ 
ly and gratuitously, without being 
constrained by any motive of necessi 
ty. Married people, on the contrary, 
are compelled as a duty to submit to 
one another's wishes, and m»i lo 
refuse anything to one another. For 
thic reason it is evident that love 
cannot exeicise its power on married 
people." 

Both (he Indian sanctification and 
the European romantkisatinn of ex- 
namarltal love distract attention 
from its ’’real" fatcinatiom its obna 
tioB of many factors that promote 
sexual anxiety fend consequently in¬ 
hibit desire. The structure of the 
fedultei'ous. su far removed from (he 

euib** •*" lies 

* 


mundane, (he Umgierm “dream of 
Safety" and dependability of the con¬ 
jugal relarioDship. mav iiiH be 
easily subject to the Oedipal taboos 
which, in a marriage, ofien oune to 
attach themselves to thi* pan net. In 
other will (Is. the* adulterous rela¬ 
tionship IS Toluiivrlv free m those 
instances uf impoterKy i>r frigidity in 
marriage that involve a tiansferenev 
to the spouse of unconscious sexual 
atntudes. and prohibitions, enter 


In the Indian case, there is nn 
additional consideration. The hierar¬ 
chical dictates ot the family call fm 
male supremacy wiihtn marrioge. 
The adulterous, m cunirast. is fut- of 
all distinctiiHis of n'lulive stulus be¬ 
tween man and woman Radha cun 
addu'ss Krishna nv “rn <7iorj (You 
thiell." which would lie nnihiiikuble 
for a wife w ho is ci»nstruined lo use* 
I he mnsi ic-speciful form of second 
person address when s|>vaking tu her 


The (Usin* hnrrs. RwIIm and KrlshiM 


husband—a prr>scnpiion w'hich is 
hardly lordacive i<> sexual a hand on 
In the “mdsii-rt'sk hL-drnoTti " Kuilh- 
(-1 more. th(' il ■ life nf ihi' 

jdnli*' <i\is IS < . id sti'iu " 

ol siulen nine, unvr ihan Icing 
peiiods of coexistence' This miti¬ 
gates demaniis for intimacy on levels 
other than the sexual. The body, 
shackled by social and moral res¬ 
traints and enmeshed in a web of 
umonscious expectationv and atti¬ 
tudes from the paM. glimpses in the 
ddnIn-Mius a promise of new.found 
emancipetion and expansivenesS' 


tamed earlier towards ihe parent of 
the opposite sex Freed of inner 
lalwNis. (he adulterous sididtion vet 
parlukes of i|n delifihtfnl cm Urrrt m. 
wjih the beiiavcd spo«:sc- • 
an oursrde imt>cdinivn(. Ixitb legulat 
mg erotic intensity and. invrlar as be 
or she IS an obstHcle. enhanting it 
Reliving (he thrills of Oedipal *an- 
tasv. (he adulterous lover d*>es not 
confront the pxieni v image or ni- 
iunctions in the person to whom he 
nr she makfes love. In this adventuie. 
taboos hove been left bs the w as side 
and are not evers'dav matters 
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Therein it j$ unfettered by the spon 
ceneouSi vivid, if transient en¬ 
counter. 

B esides the adulterous over* 
rhrow of stKial convei\l ion, 
the crossing of individual 
sexual boundaries is the 
uther major source of erotic excite 
meni in the artistic treatment of 
Radho and Krishna. In painting, the 
depiction of this ciiMsinft runKes 
from the purrroyal of the lovers in 
the I rad it ion ai Orissa school where 
they i^ppeur as one androKvnouH enti' 
ty, to some of the paintings from the 
HimaJavat) fiKithills where Radha 
and Krishna are dressed in each 
othei's clothes or Rad ha is M<eii uk 
in^ the mole active '‘masculine'* lole 
in conus. In poetrv, Siir Das would 
speak in Radhn's voice: 

You lu'comv Kadh.i and I will 
Itecome Madfiava, 
truly Madhavd, this is the reversal 
which 

1 shall piiMiuce. I shall braid yoni 
hail and will pui 

lyuuti crown upon tnv head. Sui { 
[>as says. Thus 

the Lord becomes Rad ha and 
Riidha I he son of Nanda 

The inversion of sexual roles is even 
more sitikmu in the depiction of 
(heii Intei course. The poet Chaiidi 
Das praises as fieautiful "..the de 
liberate, sensuous union of the two 
the girl playing this time the active 
tole/ridniK h^r lover's outsirorched 
body in delight'' while .Uivadeva 
gives voice to s«hat arc nor mall v 
regarded as "feminine masuchistic" 
sexual wishes when he has Krishna 
sing: 

Punish me. lovely fool! 

Bite me with your cruel teetfi! 

Chain me with ygur creeper arms* 
Crush me with vonr hard breasts) 
Angry goddess, don'i weaken with 

itoy- 

Let Love's despi.sed arrows 
Pierce me to sap my life's power! 

Under the influence of nineteenth* 
century Western phallocentricity, 
one of the dubious intellectual “bles¬ 
sings" of British colonial rule, many 
educated Indian^ would become un. 
easy with this accentuation of femi¬ 
ninity in a culture hero. The great 
Bengali writer. Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji, the proponent of a virile 
nationalism would write of the Cite- 
govinds: 

*'From the beginning to the end, it 
does not contain a single express 
ion of manly fealingS'^Kif woman 

I t 
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A Kangra pafetbiaof RadhaaiMlKrishne 


iy feeling there is a great deal-^r 
a single elevated senicment...] do 
not denv hts f.Jayadeva'> » high 
IHteiic.if merits in a certain sense. 
exi|uivite imagery, tender feeling, 
and unrivalled tiowers of express 
ion. hut iliJi d<VN not muke him 
lrv« the poet of an effeminate and 
'»ensudl race." 

In the Mittkti cults, where the 
will shipper mn>i create un eiotic 
relalumship with Knshnj. the tiam 
cendeiice of boundaries of gender 
iH'ioities im|H*rarive for the male 
di'voteewhn endeavours to liecnme as 
u woman in celaimn to the taird In 
his case* I he violation of the biblical 
injunction "The woman shall not 
weal that whicfi iiertaineth unto a 
man. neither shall a man put on a 
woman'sgariheois" isfai from hying 
•in "alMonin.itjon onto the laird thv 
(lod " In Mt.iktt. land Krishna not 
only demands smh a reversal from 
Ills male woislupiH'is l»ui has honsedf 
I set thi'conit>elJiiig exemplar i'orise 
' queiitJv. tales m Indian saints who 
have succeeded m lenimisnig them 
selves are legion To give imiIv a 
couple o 1 illnsi rat unis: the fdleenth- 
ceniurs' ('oMarati s miii NaiM Mehta 
writes. "I rook tiu* hand of that lover 
of gopr« (Kiishoai in lining enn- 
versi*..| fotgoi all else* Even mv 
niaiihixnl lelt me. I Ix'gao to sing and 
ilaiiie like a woman Mv body 
si'c^med to ih.iiige and I hc^canH* one 
of thc'gojiJA 1 acted ns a go lietweeii 
like* «i wom.iii and N'gaii ii> lecture 
Kadhii for iH oig tim proud .At such 
times I ex|w>rieiued momeiiis of hi' 
Compai able* sweetness and jiiv " A.K. 
Kam.inuian tells us that the voice of 
the Tamil saint-poet Nammalvai. 
whc. wrote 370 )Miems on the themu of 
lose, was always that of a woman: 
Krishna's beloved, the girl ft tend 
who consoles and counsels, or "the 
mother who restrains her and de¬ 
spairs over her daughter's lovesick 
fantasies." Nammalvur's love poems 
alternated with other kinds of poems 
and a thirteenthceniury commen¬ 
tary expla'ned these shilts: "In 
knowledge, his own words: in love, a 
woman's words." A legend has it that 
Amaru, one of the earliest and 
greatest Sanskrit poets of love, wa^ 
the hundred and first incarnation of 
a ^iil whirh had previously occupied 
the bodies of a hundred women. 
Narsi Mehta, Nammalvar and coun¬ 
tless other,unknown devotees of the 
Radha-Krishna cults bear testimony 
to the primal yearning of men. en* 
sheathed and Isolated by their "phaT 
lie" masculinity, to yield ihetr heroic 
trapping! and del^t in womanli¬ 
ness, others* and their own. These 
universai wishes are distinct from 


I the pathological cases where similar 
' funrasics and femminebehaviour 
I mighi well be n manifestation of 
I "homosexual libido," a retreat from 
phallic maNCuhmtv mio anal erotic'- 
iMn In oihei w’firds. some of the 
JevMiecs muv indeed be closer to the 
case of Schrvlicr, the psychotic Uer* 
mjn judge who w.is lonvinced that 
he was hemg transhirmcd into a 
woman in order to becumefiod's wife 
and give birih to a whole new' nice of 
men Like Schrehcr. these devolves 
too may l>e defending HgJinsi their 
fear and unconscious belief that they 
have been emasculated and cnnsol- 
mg rheniselvi's with feminiiiitv as a 
iom|H'iisjilf>ii 


Yei for most of the worshippers 
and the saints, as foi the rest of us, 
the wish to be a woman is nut a later 
distortion ot phallic strivings but 
another legacy from our “prehistor¬ 
ic'' experience with our mothers The 
rnotber has ficiurod parly 'in as the 
omnipotent force of a purenial uni*, 
verse, making things, including 
fathers and other males, materialise 
as if at will. It Is she whose breast and 
magic touch soothed the savage in¬ 
stinctual imperatives, she whose 
fecund womb seemed the very fount 
of life Such maternal and feminine 
powers ere earthly yet mysterious 
and transcendent, undiminisbed by 






th« ui(«’i sensuou«n«‘S> in which rhcv 
ure manifcbt the litiJi* 
ttiwiird manhwd jnd .i^suines his 
prcdestiiud mavuline mlv in sucir 
rVs he rnuy oimi to cxau^crjte rhe 
bniUe .Mid rjthci «»l>vi<ius piiis^am 
atinhjtos ol ihe pli.dlus .mcl ilKp.ii.i* 
^0 I heist' w'Km <t«> M'li it N'ci 

wIku he lines iioi li.ut «'< h]in 

and in iliL' vi il nl nii'hi mh im ihe ivil 
dtavsn ovei lonsc uimmu’sk tn (hr cr 
st.isy ol irii>*i«nis possession r he 
would Ktiilelidly suuvndei his peniv 


Sneftrrini from the rain 


to (he vaspia and the woman w’ho 
possesses it 

K nshna'« erotic homage to 
Rad ha conveys something of 
the aching *{ual]ty ui the 

man's fantasy uf surrender 
at the height of sexuji exciiement. 
He Jongs to be smothered and pone* 
treted by the woman's breasts as he 
willingly shrinks in his mind's eye. 
Every fibre of his male organ is 
attuned to rhe welcoming wetness his 
eyes cannot see nor he know, strain* 
tng even as he finally expels his seed 
from his self, an emiN»«ry journeying 


deep into the lover’s internal dark 
continent. The thrusting penis, man 
realises once again, can never cake or 
hold the woman. It merely enters her 
territory and touches her portals, 
only 10 shrivel and all too rapidly be 
withdrawn. Did it not provide a re* 
current bridge lo her. man would 
gladly cede his penis and castrate 
himself to be orie with (he beloved. 
The '‘secret of man." gcnl^ included 
to borrow from Bruno Beti»lheim. iv 
that (hey want to he (hat which they 
cannot have: Woman. 

The profusion of the imageiv of 
darkness and night in The meetiuits 
of Radha • Krishna —his indeed in thi 
trysts of Romeo and Juhei and uf 
Layla and Majnun tor. for that mat 
ter.Tristan and Isolde^underscoies 
the secret nature of ih«s«< fantasies. 
The paintings which show Radha and 
Krishna surrounded by darkness 
while (hey themselves ere lit bv a 
sullen glare from the sky. or portray 
the lovers enclosed in airianglc of 
night while around them the rest of 
Vrindavan's inhabitants uncon¬ 
cernedly go about the day's (asks, are 
visual metaphors for a vensuaJism 
which IS simultaneously hidden from 
(he world and from the Inver's aware 
ness. For Radha. as for Juliet, niglii 
and darkness are excnement's pro* 
teciors as ire silence and secrecy its 
friends. ''Leave your noisy anklets! 
They clang like traitors in love's play 
Co to (he darkened thicket, friend! 
Hide in a cloak of night!'* advices one 
of Radha’s friends. In a Basholi paint* 
ing from Ras/nanjari. the text de¬ 
scribes the seated lovers thus' "Fear 
of detection does not permit the 
eager lovers' gate to meet. Scared uf 
the jingling sound of armlets they 
desist from embracing. They kiss 
each other’s lips without (he contact 
of teeth. Their union is hushed too." 
Many other portraits of Radha reveal 
that It is not only the world which 
must remain unaware of her sexual 
arousal. Radha. too, when in a state 
where "...love's deep fantasies / 
struggles with her modesty." would 
feign ignorance of her true condi- 
tiorv-one part of Radha treating the 
awareness of her arousal as if it were 
a secret another part of her self must 
not admit knowing—and it is given to 
the poet CO correctly perceive he* 
strugHe. 

^Voras ot protest filled with pas¬ 
sion. 

Gestures of resistance lacking 
force, 

Frowns tranamured into smdes. 
Crying dry of tears—friend, 

Thou^ Radha seeks to hide her 
feelings 

Each attempt betrays her haart's 
Deep love for demon Mura’s 
slayer. 
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Other poets, identifying with a 
Radha who steels out at night to 
meet Krishna, graphically describe 
her fear while they merely hint at 
her suppressed thrill, sharpened by 
the threat of discovery, in images of 
storm, writhing snakes, scratched 
and burning feet. 

O Madhava, how shall I tell you of 
my terror? 

' I cuuld not describe my coming 
' here 

; if 1 had V million tongues, 
t Whvn 1 left my room and saw the 
I darkness 

I I Tfcmhlvd: 

I I could not Kee the path, 
there were snakes that writhed 
' round my ankles! 

I was alone, a woman; the night 
was so dark. 

' the forest w <ien»e and gloomy, 

I nnd I had sc .^r to go. 

' The rain was pouring down— 

I which path should I take? 

I My feet were muddy 
and burning where thorns had 
scratched them. 

' But I had the hope of seeing you, 

I none of it mattered. 

< and now my terror seems for 
i awey.. 

When the sound of your flute 
reaches my ears 
It compels me tu leave my home, 
my friends. 

It draws me in the dark toward 

I you. 

We imagine thai on hearing Radha's 
plaint, Lord Krishna, whose gaze into 
the recesses of the human heart is as 
penetrating as it is compassionate, 
smiled to himself in the dark. He 
wuulJ have surely known (hat the 
strains of his flute, like that of Pan's 
before him, is the perennial and 
irresistible caU of the human senses. 

And what do darkness and ni^t 
mean to Krishna as he passively 
offers himself to Radha's embraces? 
Her*, too, only under the cloak of 
night dues the Lord reveal the 
deepest "secret of roan"—that he 
would b« a woman. In the night, 
visual and discreet modes of percep* 
tion are replaced by tactile, visceral, 
and more synesthetic modes. Repre* 
sentacojis of the sell and beloved 
fade and innermost sensate experi¬ 
ence comes to the fore. As the illu¬ 
sion of bodies fused, hermaphrodic, 
is fostered, the fantasies around 

womanliness end sexual excitement 

feed each other, and Krishna 
"knows” Radha not with the eye but 
With the flesh. 

Night's curtains never compktaly 
part in this gentler story, w&oae 
protagonist, moreover, is a god able 
to withstand and rrajiseeiid such Pt» 
tean changes, Hence the lovers sur¬ 
vive. and tragedy is averted. 


auHDsv r-sr 19s 
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PUNJAB 

Centre’s Move for Conciliation 


LoriKowa] defends this well* 
rehearsed Io^k' If the government 
can honour “those who virtually des¬ 
troyed the Takht" why cannot (he 
Akalis make martyrs nut of 5atwam 
Sinfh and Beam Amgh? None of the 
Akali leaders are«as yet, prepared to 
say R vrord on the future. All they do 
is reiterate their one-point demand: 
fulfil all their demands. At the same 
time, they stress that it is the govern* 
mertt that is interested in increasing 
the tension in Punjab, not they. And 
as (he Akilis remain on the offensive 
there are signs that the government 
too is beginning to stiffen up: It has 
already made it clear (hat it is not 
ready to release (hose who are 
charged with secessionist activities. 

The next important date for Pun¬ 
jab will be 1 June when the Akali Dal 
plans CO launch its action plan, if by 
that time the government has not 
met allies demands. It has already 
announced it would be bolding a 
“genocide week" from 1 June to 7 
June and what happens during chac 
period will depend on what happens 
between now and tha beginning of 
lime. 
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eHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY 

In Search of the Truth 


The CBfs mvestigations are being compleled 


O n U July. th« mulci-croru Unioa 
CuMt pluit at 8hopa] will be 
ahut down. Operations Loiide the 
plant had been halted since the ni^c 
of Z December* when the methyl 
isocyanate (MIC) |ai leaked from its 
tank No. 610. The Union Carbide 
premises were taken orer by the 
Central Buraau of Investi|atioB 
(CM) who art complatini Lnvastiaa* 
tiona in order to aacertMn bow m 
teak occurred. The final acafc of the 
CBTs Inveatiiitiona began inside the 
plant on 6 April when a team of aiz 
Kientists luperrised the cutting 
open of the «><fooc tank No. 610 dug 
out for the purpose. The operation, 
delayed for weeks, was to ascertain 
the exact amount of polymerised 
reaidue inside the tank end the aa* 
Ture of the chemical reaction that 
had triggered off the leak. 

During the operations, samples of 
the polymorised residue of MIC were 
collected by the ream of Indian scien< 
tills and experts from the Uolm 
Carbide Corporation, Aiatnci. The 
scientists, who had expected e this 
layer of the reaidue. discovered six, 
Co eight inches of residue still inside 
Che tank. Instead of the five tonnes of 
estioiaced residue, there were about 
13 tonnes. With this discovery, the 
posiibilicy of certiin impurities in* 
side the tank at the time of the leek 
arose again. Tha operations of the 
CBl, succemful at far as c^lecticig 
samples of the ^ayish^green rasidue 
and the metallic surface of the tank 
ere concerned, could not be com* 


plated The weighing of tank Ho. 610 
has bed to be postponed for a later 
date. 

The results of the CBl iuvestige* 
tion, following ibe opening of the 
tank, will be signihcent in view of 
the report presented by the parent 
company in Amenca detailing the 
acci^t. The reptm prepared by a 
team of US sdeotiscs states that a 
sjnble quandry of vrater had entered 
the tank ud caused the cheiucei 
reaction. Tha report mentions 
that the water could have aniered 
ebe tank either "inadvertently or 
deliberately.” The possibility of 
sabotage as implied by the report of 
the US scieniisu can 1 m refuted only 
when the CM presents its report on 
the disaster 

The most significant discovery of 
the cuttlng'up operations alter 6 
April was the finding of large 
amounts of carbon deposits on (he 
roof of the tank. According to Indian 
experts preseni on the spQ4, the ^* 
sence of carbon has established with 
"some amount of caruioty" that the 
abnornally high temperatures 
generated inside the tank resulted in 
tha decomposition of the MIC Into 
hydrogen cyanide, which was re* 
leased into the acasosphere with the 
MIC, causing the ^ath of 3300 
people. 

The suffering of the thousands of 
IOC victims will continue till Kien* 
tiau and medical practitioners can 
establiah the exact natuie of the 
exposure and the chemkal reactioo 


chat triggered off the leak. Till today, 
experts ire divided in their opinions 
on (he treatment given to the vie* 
tins. Tha unpediznant for the Indian 
and foreign experts struggling with 
The treatment of MIC vlccims is that 
there is no record of death by MIC 
exposure in any part of the v/orld. A 
report sent from the Union Carbide 
(nstiture plant at Charleston, USA, 
concerning previous exposure (o 
methyl isocyanate, clearly states that 
out of (he 66 exposures recorded 
vrith (hem {which occurred between ' 
1965 and 1973), S3 exposed persons 
suffered from respirstory com* 

S lainti. 12 from skin irritations and 
1 from eye defects. None of the ! 
victims had succumbed to complaints 
following MIC exposure. 

Though the Union Carbide Cor* 
poration has ruled out the possibility 
of cyanide poisoning, it has already 
been confirmed that MIC turns into 
hydrogen cyanide under extreme 
pressures (the fact sheet on MiC No. 
F*434S6 printed in 1976 clearly staces 
' this). Further, tha gas victims them* 

I selves have sh own symptoms of acute 
I cyanide poisoning as evident from 
the large number of postmortems. 

The administration of sodium 
thiosulphate injections was recom* 
mended by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) which has 
conducted various surveys on MIC 
exposed persons. According to tCMR 
Kiencists, no serious adverse effects 
have been observed. 

According to Dr S. Sriramachari, 
additional director general, IChW, 
”lt is a poitibility that cyanide 
poisoning did take place when tha 
MIC leaked, with the presence of 
I some other chemicals,” he uid. But 
' there are detrectors to this theory 
who n^te the possibility of cyanide 
poisoning. Among them is Dr N.P 
Miihra, iMed of the medicel depart¬ 
ment of Hamidia Hospital, Bhopal 
who argues that symptoms of cyanide 
poisoning cannot remain in the 
bodies of the rictims four months 
after exposure. Dr Misbri said: 
^Cyanide kills vritbin 24 hours and it 
ii not possible for its affects tu linger 
on for so long.” He eJso felt that the 
admiBistrarion of sodium thiosul¬ 
phate to the victims has resulted In 
severe after-effects including vomit* 
ing, uncoAKiousnesi and coovul* 

SiODS. 

TTia two oppoaiag views of medicel 
experts treating the victims in Shop* 
al are yet to be clarified. In spite of 
the obrioui implicarlobs of the dia* 
covery of carbon moMidde deposits 
in the MIC tank, end the mtdlcel 
records of Treatment given to the 
nciimi, thousands of people ere 
beln^gveo conflictlfig treatment 


I 


I 
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paper leaked our. 

How did the leakane occur? The 
board's regulation for the setting of 
the question papers, and their prim* 
ing and storage are almost foolproof 
What is more probable is that some 
unscrupulous invigilator in charge of 
a rural centre, either in collusion 
with his deputy or by himsell opened 
the seeled envelopes conteining the 
question papers, took out one and 
sealed the envelope again. There is 
very little possibility of detection as 
nn strict account of question papers 
1 $ kept and very little can be done to 
keep a check on examination centres 
in rural areas. The stolen question 
paper was then sent to Nagpur, Ako* 
la or Amravati. There it was sold for 
thousands of rupees ^fter which 
xerox or hand-writren copies were 
made and despatched to various 
smaller centres During the process 
(he cost per copy came down and 
some question papers were sold for 
as little as Rs ten per copy. 

Thvre are also allegations that 
higher*ups in the board are also in 
league with the racketeers. This has 


EDUCATION 

Questionable Practices 


A Tm so aeeer' pebMidied la a tocal err 

ler of state f<« education, said that 
R.S. Jambhule, chairman of the 
Mahara^tra Board, would visit Nag 
pur to hold an enquiry. That was on 1 
April 1985 But Jambhule did not 
reach Nagpur till B April. Meanwhile, 
students have been assured that 
there would be oo re-examioarioo in 
geography, even though the paper 
has leak^ out. It is ho^vever. com* 
mon knowledge that a large number 
of other question papers also leaked 
out. In fact, The Nagpur newspapers 
had with them a question p*ptt of 
another subject bur a last minute 
miX'Up led to it not beiu printed. 
This paper also laUied wits the offi* 
dal paper. The geoAdin pepv wu 
also avaUaWe at Ahala. fat ibe 
board istifts that die 


led CO a demand for the reconstitu¬ 
tion of the state and divisional 
boards, members of which have held 
office for more than a decade. 

Tne massive leakage, however, is 
not likely to lead to any dramatic 
improvetsient in the results, say the 
teachers. The only sufferers will be 
the good students who have work^ 
throughout the year but may not do 
as well as those who have been 
fortunate enough to acquire copies of 
the question papers before the ev 
amioatiofl. Meanwhile, the men be* 
hind the rackets who must have 
made lakhs of rupees, are still un* 
craceabU. Nor dooe it seem Uke^ 
that ebe mresrigariens will progreis 
very far. 

Mb. MMv. BiHHr 
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TAMIL NADU 

Policemen Run Amok 


Constables beat up irinocf*nl peopJf*antl dnmagr property 

aJtercdhon to a ii^ht between tbe 


T here is something bisarre and 
frightening about policemen 
going on a rampage. And that is what 
happened on 1 April ai Avadi. a 
suburb of Madras and an imporrant 
township because of the defence 
establishments the Heavy Vehicles 
factory, the Central Vehicle • Ke* 
search Development Establishment, 
the Central Vehicle Department and 
the Indian Air Force. Tho hendquar 
lets of the Tamil Nadu Special Police 
(T8P) and the Central Reserve 
Poltce(CRP) are also locoted in the 
town. 

The TSP constables went berserk 
on \ll Fools Day. lieating op sleeping 
ciMlians. looting and damaging pub* 
lik. property worth thousands of 
rupees. Altogether 25 persons were 
injured It was not just aiMKher 
law and order sit nation. Here, the 
perpetrators themselves were the 
forces of law and order. But what is 
moKt reassuring is chat the senior 
TSP officers whiiin tht» correspon* 
dent spoke to accepted chv Marne 
end did not attempt to make excuses 
on behalf of the errant TSP const* 
ables. 

Daily at 7.30 pm,a roll call is taken 
at the TSP camp, after which the 
constables are allowed to go out. 
They can go tu town only on medical 
grounds and that too after securing 
written permission However, on 1 
April, a few constables sneaked i>ui 
to see a late night film show in a local 
theatre which was screening 
Ayirathif Orwan (Onv in a 
Thousand) starring MGR and Jayala* 
litha At the theatre, two TSP const¬ 
ables tried to force their way in with 
the counterfoils of old tickets. The 
theatre has its own goon s to handle 
such situations, which invariably 
occur during (ate night shows The | 


theatre staff and coovtables who 
were being helped by about a dosen 
of their colleagues. Ilie Ihe.tcre staff 
managed to overcome two of the 
constables and detained them. Mean¬ 
while. the manager of the theatre. Ms 
Kannan. made a complaint (o the 
police While she was recording her 
complaints, the two captured const¬ 
able': escaped. 

They told the other TSP constables 
in ihe camp highly distorted and 
exaggerated versions of tht* incident, 
giving the impre«sion that several 
TSP constables had been seriously 
injured, unconscious and dying On 
hearing the story, the TSP comman- 
dani left for the police sCBTion to 
book a complaint about the two con* 
stables whii he Thought were still in 
custody. The other TSP constables 
inflamed by the alleged atrocities 
rushed out of Iheir barracks and 
stormed iiiio (he theatre. Armed with 
wxla wain bottles and cold drinks 
from thv theatre canteen they en* 
tered Ihe auditorium and attacked 
the men. molested the women and 
beat up ihe children The frightened 
cirwgoers ran outside and soon a 
crowd of about 1.000 persons hod 
gathered in the dead of night. The 
TSP men sneakc'd away and the local 
police had to contain the mob by 
requesting them to disperse. En¬ 
raged by the actions of the TSP men. 
the mob caught hold of Lance Naik 
Kumaresan of the TSP just as he got 
off the train anci beat him up. 

Hearing of the incident, the TSP 
constables weni berserk, looting and 
damaging public property. Aimed 
wiih iron ri^s. belts and lathis they 
ransacked the town and hasaar 
areas, forcing open shops. Said 
Benny, a shopkeeper. “My shop was 



closed. Ac about 12.30 at night the 
TSP men came and forced open the 
shop and ransacked it. They took 
away all the cigarettes, and smashed 
all the cold drink bottles and 
machines. '‘He claims he has lost 
goods worth Rs 11,000. Most of the 
shopkeepers near the Round Tana of 
Avadi town had a similar story to tell. 

A iathi charge was out of 
question. The only solution was a 
police firing but thar would have 
graver consequences be cause the rio* 
ters were conscahles who had access 
to a great deal of arms and ammuni* 
tion in their depots. If one of them 
had been injured or killed in the 
firing, they might have opened fire 
with their light machine gumi and 
killed hundreds of people, the local 

r Uce tried to pacify them and final* 
by about l.^i* am. rheir anger and 
energy spent, the TSP constables 
returned to their barracks 
The Vyapan Sangam (traders' 
association! of Avadi declared u 
bandh to demand cumpensaoon for 
the goods damaged by the TSP const* 
ables and also wanted extra protec* 
tiun to safeguard them from such 
occurences in tbe future. With wis* 
dom and foiesighi, the director 
general of police Mr V R Lakshmi* 
narayan ordered the immediate re¬ 
moval of the TBP batiabons to Tiru* 
pattur Andknshnagin as the irate 
public may have I’ctaliated against 
the TSP men the next day. The 
collector of Chinglepui K.A. 
Mathew'S ordered an inquire into the 
incident to be conducted by the di$* 
ifki revenue officer Mr Chokaling* 
am who is expected to submit his 
report by mid-April. Meanwhile, the 
TSP has suspended five constables 
on grounds of indiscipline. 

The TSP comprises seven baiia* 
lions which are to be used during 
emergencies, when the local and 
armed reserve police fail in contain a 
situation. They are used often be* 
cause of inadequate manpower of the 
local police. On the night of the 
incident, there were two battalions 
of the TSP in the Avadi camp. One 
had returned from Delhi in October 
1984 after serving a five-year deputa* 
non in ilie capital. Tltey were in 
charge of VIP security but were 
bi ought back for a refresher course. 
The incidents have shaken the loc* 
al population. Bannv expressed 
the growing fear of the c^immon man 
when he said. “What guarantee do 
we have chat the TSP men won't do 
this again? What guarantee do we 
have that the CRP and lAF men will 
not do this? For all we know the local 
tbuga will take a cue from this and 
loot and damage our goods. Who do 
we turn to for protection?" 


91 .ft u 
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KARNATAKA 

Taking On the Press 


s«pt the order hy reKiscered |X)st 
with acknowledfsemenr due Even af¬ 
ter rerviving the order, Ne^i refused 
Tu give him un appointment or lift the 
han on the newspapet. 

Instead, on 12 March the raJvir 
executive mugi^trate served another 
order un the editor hanmng the pub¬ 
lication uf the newspaper un grounds 
that there was ten<ion in Bidar town 
and Section H4 had been imposed. 
By now, the Assemhiv elections were 
over and Bidai town, which has an 
e<|ual number of Kannada^Urdu and 
Moral hi speaking p<^aple. elected a 
Muslim MLA from the Congressfl). 
Bui the MLA himself disagreed with 
(he order of ihe ra/uk executive 
magistrate. Laikkuddin, the Bidar 
MLA. says that while there was some 


Bureoucrat prevents pubiicaljon of local paper 

I n the remote district of Bidar in 
north Karnataka, a deputy commK 
sioner has successfully defied the 
judiciary, the executive and the 
iegisUcure to scop a newspaper from 
tunctioning. The enrire newspaper 
community in Bidar is up in arms 
against the DC Mr K.L. Negi, in e 
case thei has raised eyebrows in 
many quarters. 

Relations between the press in 
Bidar and Mr Negi were never very 
good. Long before Mr Negi came 
down on the local Kannada daily, 
f/rtara Karnataka, the local journal¬ 
ists had frequent brushes with him, 
though not always at his instigation. 

In one of the first such confronta¬ 
tions, journalists were denied pesses 
fur the Prime Minister's visit during 
the election campaign on the eve of 
the l<ok Sabha polls. The DC had a 
perfectly good reason for turning 
down the journalists' request (they 
wanted tn meet Mr Gandhi on the 
tarmac of (he helipad) because of the 
tight security regulations. But the 
manner in which he threw out rhe 
journalists aggravated an already 
strained relationship. 

The crunch came when Vtfara Kar- 
nataka. a four-page Kannada daily 
edited b> Mr Shivasharaneppa Walt 
publi.shed a report, according to 
which Mr Negi got into a drunken 
brawl with another official on Re¬ 
public Day at the local officers club. 

The news made the headlines. In its 
enthusiasm to nail Negi. the daily 
followed up the next day with a front 
page editorial demanding a judicial 
inquiry into the whole episode. That 
happened to be the paper's lasi 
issu^—for at k-asi some time to 
come, the publication was sus¬ 
pended. 

On the morning of 4 February, at 
3.30 am, Mr Negi, accompanied bv 
(he assistant commissioner, the SF. 

Mr Srivarsava, two sub-inspectors 
and a vanload of policemen de¬ 
scended on Mr Wall's officecum- 
reaidence and demanded le see the 
licences end the certificate of reg¬ 
istration of the newspaper. Not satis¬ 
fied with the documents produced, 
they locked up the office premises. 

Shivasharanappa Wall's bank for 
justice and freedom of expression 
had bagun. 

He came to Bangalore the very 
next day and immediately moved the 
journelitts' union. On 9 February, 

Wall dppaaled tu the Hifh Court 


J -.A ft, • * - “7 

rttar Kamalaka Kuniiada Daily HItJu 
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Thr fWMil page ef a copy af the paper 

istration of the newspaper. 

Shivasharanappa Walt won his 
case on 19 February. Tbe High Court 
qiiashed the order of (be DC and 
directed him not to intcfrfero with the 
publication of the newspaper. IF for 
anv reason, a show cause notice bad 
to be issued lo tbe new spaper ai a 
future date, (hen the matter had to 
be taken up by the DC of neighbour¬ 
ing Culbarga, tbe court ordered. 
Wdi could collect (be High Court 
order only on B March. He im- 
medietely went beck to Bidar (o show 
(he order to the DC. who prommly 
showed him the door. The editor then 


tension between hi$ parly workers 
and ihe BJP. the situation was ex¬ 
aggerated and had no Iwaring on the 
publication of the newspaper. He has 
no doubt that Na^i was excessively 
harsh on the editor of Vttara Karna- 
rak«t. 

Ibe dixtrici administration's in¬ 
transigence and defiance of the High 
Court order once again brought Wall 
to Bangalore This time he 
approached the home secretary, Mr 
Muddappa, who immediately cancel¬ 
led the order of the magistrate and 
warned that nothing should be done 
to give an impression that the gov- 
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but he has ignored ell of them and 
coniinued hi« irregular dealinss. Pro* 
sfcurion aga\mt him began from 
Jchuery 1984 for ih« unlicensed res* 
teuranr. Altogether 99 offence sheers 
were handed over and 66 casea filed. 
Bahl was held guilty in all (he cases 
and fined only Rs 4.6D0 on ^ 11 
September 1984 by the Presidency 
Magrsiraie's cuuri though the mini* 
mum fine is Rs 200 and the maximum 
Rs I <000 for each offence according 
to the municipal law. 

While Bahl man aged to get away 
with it, his tenanti lived in fear of 
being roasted alive Between 1977 
and 1979 when Bahl began the re¬ 
novation work, Francis D'Souta, a 
young resident went tu see the then 
municipal i (immsssiuner, B.K. 
Chuughule (ihr oresent home secret¬ 
ary) to complain against the illegal 
chimneys, the noise and the smoke 
emanating from the cooling tower 
and the chimney. Mr Choughule vi¬ 
sited the site but did nothing about 
it. In l9Ai, another resident Mr BomI 
Seihna faced prol>!em^ after Mr Bahl 
cui off the water supply. For two 
years (hero was no water In the 
toilets Bahl then took over the bath¬ 
rooms and converted tht aren fur his 
chimney. A municipal standing com¬ 
mittee of 40 persons had visited the 
site in Nnvemher 198.) but again, 
nothing was done about it. 

Acceding to Francis De Sousa, the 
four buildings were once owned by 
the Sassoon j. David Trust and later 
acquired by the Tatas. The Taias 
then sold it to Bahl reportedly, for a 
total of Rc one lakh, in 1977. Twu of 
the four buildings aic resideittial* 
cum-commerciai and the other two 
are purely commercial. All the re* 
sidential premises occupied by pre* 
vious owners were forcibly taken 
over and more area was added to the 
restaurant. The empty space has 
been used by Bahl to construct ille¬ 
gally a fifth building. It is believed 
that Bahl did not submit the plans for 
approval to the municipal authorities 
and went ahead aware that he could 
get it regularised and that the battle 
in the courts would go in his favour. 

Babl's modus optrandi for making 
> additions to his restaurant was sim- 
H pie. On Friday nights, equipment 
would arrive; S pm the next day, 
gangs of workers would arrive and 
‘ work would begin that night and 
continue till Sunday night. When 
^ residents of the building and of 

i beighbouring buildings would com* 
plain about the noise, he would iHy 
no attention, Vahl was employing the 
'same tactics oh M Mardt when the 
fire broke out. He was installiu a 
Mrd rastfoor^wichout any permiuion 


ernment was interfering with the 
freedom of the press. But the district 
administration remained unrepen¬ 
tant. Even oral instructions from the 
chief minister, Mr Ramakri^hna 
Kegde, appeared to have no effect. 
Mr Hegde's attention was drawn to 
the matter at the All India Mofussil 
Journalists Conference on 28 Febru¬ 
ary at Mandya which he inaugurated 
in the midst of his hectic election 
tour Since then, the chief minister 
has assured action at several public 
forums and later telephonically 
admonished Negi 
As late os 29 March, when the 


matter came up before the Legisla¬ 
ture. nothing had happened. The 
home minister, Mr k. Rachiab, told 
both Houses of the Legislature that 
he had rescinded all orders banning 
the newspaper. But with doubt writ 
large on his face, Shivashanmeppa 
Wall collected the official proceed¬ 
ings of the house in print, and a letter 
of authority from the home minister 
before he took a bus to Bidei, hoping 
to have his press rolling in time lor 
the S7ih All India Kannada Literary 
Conference scheduled to begin in 
Ridar on S April 


BOMBAY 

A Racket up in Smoke 


Till Khybcr burnt down, Mr Bahl 
continued to illegally use 879 square 
metres of area though he lies a 
licence to use only 2>4 sqpare^ 
metres. Cases have been filed 
against him by (he state buildings, 
health and drainage depanmentV 
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welding work, the apparatus blew up 
setting the carpets on fire and finally 
all the other rooms: The Moghul 
Room, The Maharaja Room, The Par¬ 
ty Room, The Walk-in, the pantry 
and the kitchen. As Mr Pinto said. 
“The most controversial portion of 
the restaurant has disappeared." 

Four residents of tM building. 
Madhukar Rtne. Bharat Patel, K. 
David and V.D. Kanchan along with 
come other residents claimed that 
they were "living with a bomb. If tt 
had eirploded. It would have been a 
disaster for hundreds of people." 
they said. "On the day of the fire, we 
saw two tempos raking away around 
120 gas cylinders, all Sf them illegal¬ 
ly storad in two feet wide passages of 
our buildings. More than a year a^ 
the fire brigade had asked for their 
removal but besides giving aisur- 
ances. Mr Bihl did nothing." one of 
the residents added^ 

How could Bahl get away with it 
and for so long? In 1983. during a 
public furore, urban development 
minister Ramrao Adik had kept the 
Bahl action file in his "safe" custody 
for a whole year. Tha than municipal 
commissioner was too timid to ask 
for it so that procaedings could bagin 
against Bahl At that tima, tha ‘A* 
ward officer Mr Pinto initiated ac¬ 
tion against him and bacauaa action 
was pending. Pinto did not renew his 
licence for running the restaurant. 
But Bahl continued to operate the 


restaurant without a licence. i>n 22 
August. Eahi appfoacb^ Mr DM. 
Sukhtankar. the ib^ chairman of the 
Bombay Municipal Corporation to 
ask him to order Pinto to restore the 
licence, and stop prosecution. 
However, Pinto did not accede to Mr 
Sukhrankar's request until the court 
finally lei off Bahl. 

Whac now? The residents are on 
tha streets. The corporation is dither 
ing over what should be dona- De 
Sousa says. "It is obvious from what 
we have told you that Bahl has 
violated all the rules, laws and reg¬ 
ulations for the sake of personal gain 
without any scruples. He made the 
tenants of four buildings sit on gun¬ 
powder In view of his being so 
ruthless, careless, negligent and in¬ 
human. be should not be considered 
fit to continue as a landlord of these 
buildings and we tenants demand 
that all lour buildings should be 
handed ever to those who are willing 
and able to take over and carry out 
repairs on • cooperative basis." 

Meanwhile. Bahl called a meeting 
with the residents on 8 April and 
appealed to them as "my brothers 
and sisters" to shift to transit camps 
immadiately so that he could repair 
the burnt down structure as this was 
his bread and butter and he was 
itarvii^. One wonden if the tenants 
are going to be hoodwinked by him 
again? 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


Change of Stations 

Are cenfraJ government/inns moving out o/thestote? 


A re the central govenuneot or 
niiations moving out of Kyd 


abad? Is it only a coincidence that io 
recant weeks there heve bees 
ruoiours of e number of central gov¬ 
ernment orpniMtions moving out of 
the dry. There is already a belief 
that there is a plan to move central 
govemmen c offices out of Hyderabad 
because the state does not have a 
Congressd) government. But it is the 
short span of time in which the 
reports of at least four central gov¬ 
ernment orguusetioiis either clc^g 
their offices or cutting down their 
esublishments in Andhra Pradesh 
which hej given credence to the 
feeling of discruaittation. After the 
drastic reduction of the allocation for 
the Viukbapecnam steel plant, there 
ere rumours that the antira project 
may be tfaalvad altogacbar. as eba 
coHs have eecaliied to en astnoo- 
miaal Hmra. AmoM the organise' 


tiOBS which are reportedly planning 
CO downgrade their activities are the 
l^laa Tourism Development Cor- 
pontion (ITDC). the Directorate of 
Oileo^ Research. lodun Asrlioes 
engineering base and the National 
Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC). 

The ITDC unit in Hyderibad has 
been dosed since the beginning of 
this year. The unit had incurred 
heavy losses during the previous 
year. The fleet of coaunerdal vehi- 
des that the unit maintained hive 
been shifred to other centres. Bm- 
ployees ^ the corponcion concesd 
thet the heavy losses ere mainly due 
to bed management, that there was 
AO naad to close down the unit as 
proper minigwnent would make it 
proHuble. Sana empl oye es , howev¬ 
er. moved a peticioo In the Aadhre 
Ikajsih High Cast agaisst the d» 
sure ef tha ualt, but the petition wis 


dismissed. T^e other organisation 
that IS likely lo bring down tts shut¬ 
ters in Hyderabad is the Directorate 
of Oilseeds Research, housed at the 
Andhra Pradesh Agricultural Uni¬ 
versity since its inception in 1977. 
The directorate moved into its own 
building in Rajendranagar just last 
year when the building was inaugu¬ 
rated by the union minister for agri¬ 
culture. 

The Visakhapatnam steel plant has 
been plagued by a shortage of funds. 
Other major problems are: an In- 
adequate supply of weter end the 
possible increase in costs. A delega¬ 
tion of the city Congress(I} commit¬ 
tee has celled on the Prime Minister 
10 pleid for more funds for the steel 
plant. 

Another centre I government estab¬ 
lishment which is likely to be moved 
out of Hyderebad Is the Netionel 
Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDCl, a Hyderabad based central 
government corporation- There ii e 
proposal to merge NMDC with the 
Minerela and Metals Trading Cor 
poretlen (MMTC) as an iniegreied 
operation combining mining, ore 
handling and export would reduce 
costs. A merger with MMTC will 
mean that the headquarters of the 
NMDC will be moved to Delhi. 
NMDC employees apprehend that a 
merger could lead to lerge-scele 
transfers of staff end even retrench¬ 
ment. affecting hundreds of em¬ 
ployees. 

The Union steel minister Vaient 
Sathe who ineuguiaced NMDC’s new 
office building in Hyderabad and a 
meeting of the Federation of All 
India NMDC Employees Unions said 
that he was against the merger prop¬ 
osal. But the union leaders are afraid 
tbet other con$ideiat\on$ may finally 
prevail. The note on the proposal is 
still doing the rounds of the steel 
ministry. 

Telugu Deiem Party's general 
secretory Mr P. Upendra, replying to 
questions about the shifting of these 
establishments said: "Our reaction to 
these things is well-known." In the 
early 1970$. a number of organisa¬ 
tions including BHEL R and D, de¬ 
fence research establishments, IDPL, 
the HAL Electronics Division end 
ECIL had moved into Hyderabad. In 
the early 1960$. tremendous activiry 
had begun on the outskirts of Hyder. 
abed at Patencheru in Medak consti¬ 
tuency when it was represented 
Mrs Indira Gandhi in the Lok BeMsa- 
Now. the big question being tska4 ii 
why the conditions which made 
Hy^rabad a suitable locaiton for 
these eaiabliahitients have suddenly 
changad- 




ti^nsforniAtion in the cronies nnd now eom- 
world ol commoniCAtions: ntunuacion is through 
''Man first began to walk, dust—that little silicon 
then came the horse, the chip, what elW is it?” The 
iutocnobilei the car, elec- cinema ball*owners will 


SPOTUGHT 


Brush with India 

koras, silver bang* 
m les and the star* 
studded skies are the 
things we liked best about 
India." This was the con* 
elusion Kevin, Greta and 
Enilda, young artists from 
New York City public 
(state) Khools. came to af 
ter (heir two*week stay la 
India as a part of the Ees* 
tival of India activities. 
The children won the trip 
to India by painting por* 
traits of India in a com* 
petition organised by the 
Asia Society. ‘*1 used to 
dream about India," says 
Greta, "men in turbans, 
bright saris, and the Taj 
Mahal, so 1 drew these 
images. I guess they chose 
my drawing because (hat's 
what everyone feels about 
India.'* After staying here 
with Indian families and 
travelling, the children 
found the India uf their 
dreams different. "The 
people are real nice but 
they speak so many lan¬ 
guages and keep asking 
you to eat more," said the 
confused teenage New 
Yorker Kevin, "and why 
do boys hold hands here 
all the time?" 


Bob Wadr 

Training Cells 

C hess anyone? "You can 
have training prog* 
rsmmes for chess just as 
you might for hockey, foot¬ 
ball,” says Bob Wade, 
chief trainer of the British 
Chess Federation, now 
visiting Indi^ a land of 
chess from where, alas, 
only a few chessplayers 
make a mark in interna¬ 
tional (ouraamems Those 
grey calls can easily be 
marshalled, as can the 
muscles, according lo this 
international master who 
was twice the British 
champion, and was given 
the Empire for his con¬ 


tribution to this exacting 
game. The secret of impro¬ 
ving the quality of chess 
players lies in getting 

t :randmasters to train or at 
east examine how young 
players perform. What In¬ 
dia needs is a "star" 
There are no Amitabh 
Bachchans of chess in this 
country to add to rattle 
dattle. Neither is ihere 
publicity to this game 
which is, according in 
Wade, all in the mind. 
When his country realised 
it wav slipping badly in 
chess, a training program¬ 
me was started and 15 
years later. Bntam inched 
to second place. 


Set to Succeed 

O n the day after Raja 
Man Singh of Bharat- 
pur was kill^ in the busy 
grain market of Deeg 
the police, his daughter, 
Deepa Singh, sat in his 
huge, rather frayed 
armchair by the fireplace. 

Stroking the arm of the 
chair, she had said, "I am 
sitting on daddy's throne.” 
Dazed, though she was 
then, her remark might 
prow to he prophetic: the 
Raja's daughter will be 
contesting the coming 
byelec'ions for the Deeg 
A$9eml>iy seat (the elec¬ 
tion was countermanded) 
as an independent candi¬ 
date which her father had 
held in ihv Rajasthan 
Assembly since 19S2. 
Chances ere that the Con* 
gress(l) might not put up ■ 
candidate against her. Nor 
would the opposition like 
to oppose this rather 
strong persunality. Nor¬ 
mally Deepa lives with hei 
husband and little daugh¬ 
ter in Seharanpur. She 
may now have to move to 
Bharatpur and Jaipur. Not 
only has the chair to be 
occupied, but also the 
MLA's flat her faiherhadt 


A Chip Above 

J ust as the smalkbudgei 
filmmaker mgde it to the 
boX'Office, along came 
video piracy and later the 
indigenous television se¬ 
rials to snuff out the brief 
euphoria. So. in the join* 
th etn*rat her-than* lick* 
them strategy, many are 
going (o make filtris for 
television. One of them is 
Suresh Jindal who cajoled 
Satyajit Ray to make SH$t- 
ranj ke Khilah in Hindi. 
He also produced the first 
small-budget big*hit Raj/it* 
gendke and is now b\isy 

producing a film based on 
Prem Chand's novel writ* 
ten in the Twenties: Panch 
ParmesAwar. The film is to 
be directed by Kundin 
Shah for television Not 
daunted by (he new age of 
television, Jindal la quite 
enthuaiaKic about the 


now have m behave them¬ 
selves, according to Jindal 
who foresees a day when 
one video cassette recor* 
der will serve 100,000 
theatres. "Maybe we will 
have one giant video 
screen outside the minis* 
try of information and 
broadcasting, projecting 
over the entire capital 
city," 

Jindal at present has 
more pressing problems 
on hand. He has sued the 
government of Uttar 
Pradesh for not exempting 
his national award* 
winning film. Karha from 
entertainment tax. Says 
Jindal: "From 19?6, whi^ 
was incidentally Shatranj 
ke Khilari's year, all (he 
award-winning films, in* 
eluding last year's have 
been exempted from 
peying (entertainment) 
tex.** 



VARIETY/Science 


CHP-Rke Flour: Rich in Protein i Harmful Sport 


A new hope now 
emertes fur under 


A chorion biopsy is an 
ooeration where sam* 


^^Qperation where sam. 

pies we taken from dif(e« L 

rent parts of the placental \ ' 

and can be performed m ✓ n. 

Che first three months of f ^ A \ > 

prejnancy. Great care is y' / ( 

taken at this stage so that , ^V / ^ 

the foetus is not damaged. ^ f jir 

but in skilled hands the I — - - 

test can reveal many birth defects. To help perform this 
delicate operatioo, Britain's Down Surgical has designed 
an extremely precise instrument called the KCH cenou* 
la. The manufacturer, working with King's College 
hospital, London, has produced the cannula from nalle- 
able 16 gauge silver tubing 260iiun )o^. The instrumeni 
can be "modelled'* into the appropriate shape depend- 
hig on the foetal position. device has to be u^ in 
aaeociation with ultrasound equipment, which the oper- 
atoi tises to guide the Instrument precisely. 


^^emerges fur under. ^yyt 

nourished children in A 

Third World countries 

Scientists in the agricul* 

lure department of ihe 

United States have de« 

veloped a technique for 

producing a kind of rice 

flour that is three times > ■- —I 

richer in protein than .standard rice flour and could help 
reduce malnutrition. The flour, called CHPrice flour, 
contains 26 per cent protein, compared with eight per 
cent for sianderd rice flour. Wheat flour has about 12 
per cent prnteio. The new processing method, which the 
department is making available for commercial use. 
involves adding an enzyme from the fungus aspergiius 
orythi, commonly used in the food processing industry, 
to a rice flour solution. 


Exploding a Myth j 

T here is u false impression that accident victims | 
deliberately ckaggurate their injuries in Older to [ 
gain compensutiun Such injuries disappear once they ' 
get the money This erroneous notion of '‘accident 
neurosis" stiiried in the early Sixties when a neur(4ogtsi 
suggested that sume victim^ of arcidenu deceived the 
courts and exaggerated their injuries in order to in¬ 
crease their compensation This view has appealed to 
many lawyers who have treated claims with scepticism 
However, a report in the Britn/i J*nima} of Psychiatry 
says that patients who were said to have 'accident 
neurosis' complained of physical problems lorig after 
they were given accident compensation. Long after (he 
legal wranglingv were completed the vast ma|oriiy of 
patients were still unfit and. for the most part, were 
either unable to work or not able to take back the , 
physical and emotional responsibilities they had before 

In Search of Birth Defects 


D eep-sea diving could 
damaee the brain, as a 


■^damage the brain, as a 

research m Lancaster uni* 

versify has shown. Older 

divers suffer from a loss of 

memory and other mental j 

problems compared to j / ^ 

their younger colleagues. 

The research states that 

working in harsh environ* ' ' ^ ,, Jl^ 

menis such as those existing in the North Sea over a long 
period could lead to brain damage and thereby poorer 
performances. 


For a Longer Life 

F our researchers in the United States have diKovered 
a natural substance which promotes the rapid growth 
of new blood vessels. This could help patients suffering 
from heart disease or stroke and might also be useful in 
the treatment of cancer. The teem injected a substance 
derived fiom cat omentum—a membraneous apron 
which covers organs in the abdomens of animals and 
humanwinto rabbit corneas, an area devoid of blood 
vessels. After three days new vessels appeared. 

Heartening Experiment 

A team of Osaka university medical experts have kept 
ihe hearts of “braindead" patients alive for up to S4 
days. It's the world's first experiment. Dr Tsuyoshi 
Sugimuio, leader of the team, said they kept six hearts 
alive for lieiween nine and S4 days with the aid of a 
hormone that maintains a certain level of blood press¬ 
ure. Normally, the heart stops beating a few days after 
(he brain's death. 

Longer Periods of Painlessness 


S cientists in the United 
States have developed 


restates have developed j V ^ / s* 

a technique for enveloping I i i 

a local anaesthetic so that j \ /wV \ fi ) 
it works for up to 40 hours || \ v r ) 

with a single injection. I ^ r • 

The new strategy should ^A I ^ 

relieve chronic or surgical » 

pain without stopping the /% S,-/ T 

healing. Later, it may be ^ 
applied to anti*canceT and anti-arthritis drugs, permit, 
tjng direct injection into affected areas to avert side- 
effects and deliver medicine only where it is needed. 
Using the technique would require less anaesthetic and 
so would be less costly. 

The roetbod involves enclosing tiny droplets of a drug 
in membranes resembling those of a human cell. The 
Idea IS at least ZD years old, but droplets can carry muen 
greater aaoonts of drug than previously developed 
particlea, generally known as liposomes. When a local 
anaeathetK is Inlected. it spreads lo surrounding tissue. 
To increase the effect and duration of (he drug's action, 
a higher dose may hive to be given. This could be 
dangerous, since higher doses produce higher blood 
levels of the drug and could lead to convulsions end 
heein attacks s»« 


WHOi^T <e*« IMS 
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VARIETY 


This India 



BANGALORE: T))tr€ ve coiru ♦Db<M* 
sed with ^i$ureh6«d4. But btve you 
come KroH currency netee sttaiped 
with A portriit of MehAtinA Gandhi? A 
cricketer produced euch a ‘‘rare note” 
to dupe a ehopkeeper here on 2 $ 
March. The owner of a toverameni 
fair price shop at Shanttnafar told 
police that a ctranicr showed hia the 
note on 26 March. When the lurpiiaed 
victim, Mr Lakshman Gowda, rubbed 
his eyes in disbelief, the comnan told 
him confidently that there muat be at 
least a doten such notes in the cash 
box. which the shopkeeper hed simply 
not noticed. What followed was an 
earnest search for the Mabatme cur* 
rency in the cash box. with the scran* 
fer generously offering a helping 
hand. After searching the bundles oc 
notes in vain, the stranger gave it up in 
exasperation. The bemused man 
walked aw«y shaking his head in woh* 
dec. Hours later the shopkeeper disco¬ 
vered to his horror that Rs 3,000 was 
missing from the cash box—The ninee 
(WaheM Khan Bawadiwale. Hubli) 

MADRAS: A legisUtorof the AlADMX 
played a prank on the speaker in the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly to marie All 
Fools* Day. During quaedoo hour, Ur 
S. Duniawamy (AlADMX) raised hia 
hand. Presuming that the number 
wanted to aak a supplemantiry quee* 
tion. the speaker, Mr P.H. Pand^raa, 
allowed him to speak. Rialsg to hia 
feet, fidr Duraiswamy announced he 
bad received a HMMage that Mr Pea* 
^yan bad been made the secretary 
gneral of the United Nations As the 
members of the House burst Into 
lauj^ctr, Ur Pandiyaa reported: **! 
know today il l April”—The TaieiFaph 
(Dr Prahlad G^sh, Calcuna) 

SHnxONG: A primary haalth centre 
i& the Paebarkhama area M East Xbaai 


Hills was being ran by its dunvkidar 
single-handed for crant of requisiie 
staff, according to an oppoaition legis¬ 
lator of the Meghalaya Assembly 
Speaking on a cut mocsoii on 
demands for granti for the bealih 
depenmenr. Mr Canon Lyngdob said 
the cbowkidar had to irosk as doctor, 
compounder and nurea as well as 
administer iniections—Hfodustan 
Times (1. J. Sharma, Unchahar. Uttar 
Pradesh) 

NASIK: Tbe Kasik unit of the Janata 
Party took out a funaral procession 
here on 2S March to highlUht the 
inefficient working of the tele^tone 
department and demandlae immedi* 
ate remedfal actioo on coaplainti. For 
people, acting as pall*bearert, carried 
the telephone on their ihouldm while 
other procesfioolsts chanted “Ram 
Mam Saiya fiej.* Women in some areas 
sprinkled water in Irmit of their 
houses in the traditional asanner. as 
the proceeaion moved on—lotfsio £x* 
press (M. S. Gopol. Visakhapetnam'i 

BANGALORE: A case of an avaricious 
wife manipulating to get her living 
husbsAd as dead with a view to in¬ 
heriting hit p i o p ert y was brought to 
light in the Assembly on 2g March. Mr 
Vedanta Hemmiga (Jaswta) said ha 
wanted an explanation from the gov* 
emmeot and added that the man had 
already dedded to sue the government 
for a sum of Rs one lakh for issuing the 
certificate without investigeting the 
cleim of the wife—Deccan tferafd 
(K.V. Harsba. Bangalore) 

SALEM: After a fS-bow strugjti^, a 
purblind, prag nantalephant that was 
stuck m the boggy area of the Mian* 
dikkam reserroir near Dbcnkanikotca 
in ^larmapuri district was tugged out 
of the slush by soom $00 viUagars on 2 
April, but not before it was tranquil* 
Used. As usuaL the alephanx* IS 
months* pregnant, came to the xneer* 
voir along with bm male companion on 
31 March. While the mala had his fill 
from the edge of the reservoir, the 
female elopbMt. said to be blind in 
the left eye, walked Into die swamp 
and was scu^ Imei deep in the mad. 
Eye*wltaeiees said the elephant had 
rdsed a taerful cry and the mala 
elephant strecchad out its trank but it 
was net poaribla to puD her eat On 1 
April the male alephiaai recreated late 
CM forest on leelng the villafe oowd. 
When f orest offldals begu rescue 
operations by pladna hngs logs In 
fraot fid the trapM aaimels. It wM ID 
walk CO them M they Mok la ^ 
slueh. As 9 laet resort * fw wM tied 
round cho eoimel the viBegen 
palled It oat mmlecy The BtotfecAU 
Akber TeheraOy. ludiw) 


Without Comment 

He (Vasantdede Patii. chief 
minister of Maharashtra) func* 
tioos as though these were his 
ls» days (in power) and he 
knows it. So he just moves from 
one day to another—Shared 
Pawar, leader of the Progressive 
Democratic Prom, quoted in The 
Teisgrepii 

We do not seek a military victory 
over India—Laldenga quoted in 
Hew York Times 

The only piece 1 thought thst I 
would be out of place would be 
here (as Governor of Maharash¬ 
tra)—Idris Latif, now India's 
ambassador to Prance, in Indien 
Express 

Not all the criticism against the 
academic standards at Vis* 
vabharati are valid. I must point 
out that not all the departoienis 
at Harvard University are can* 
tres of excellence*—Nemai 
Sadhan Bose, vic6<hanceUor of 
Visvabharati University, quoted 
in The Teiegraph 



We cannot and will not perait 
Calcutta to go under—Rajiv 
Gandhi 

Reagan has nothing to do with 
Sudan. He dont intarf ere here, or 
his nose will be cut—Col. Muim* 
mar Gaddafi, in lateraetlonei 
Hereid Tribune 

Love, according to Bind! cuMma, 
is no longar ruiuting around trees. 
It has prpgreisad bmod that. 
Now lt*a climbing up tall trees and 
doing Bharat Natyam on the bran¬ 
ches—Re mesh Bippy in The 
nmes of Indie Sundey Rev/ew 

No one sees my best weriL the 
Busuels, the Mahabhtrar of eur 
tiaas, the RdBayane Mdet I 
worked on. All they are in* 
(eraited in are ny itopid 
hore ei M .P. Husain, quoted la 
Bedny 
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ARIES (16 April—14 Mivi Trw 

is j o( 'Hkned <ofUf*«s 
i<nanci^ pcosr^cle 4^9 
vp^v rw^ghi do noi !«' 
t duige ‘M pisky ^iruncidl y©o* 

ijfCb 1 1 you havi' plans tp cr^an99 yoai 
prole!>Sign do sg only a'ter coosoHing yoo4 
gldeii BusintiSsrDcn ara advisPd 10 M 
waiy bi d«i(ppiion Thia i& r>oi a favooiaiMe 
tpi lovt and mairta^p na^otiaiions 
Hgwov«i. voo wiH ho cufcO of a ohrprHC 
jilfTfcMi ihib wt'Oh V'Aii home Iron will 
provide you wir. ;ri«i necessary enerfiv id 
ovmcume oQstndos 
Good dtitt: ^1. J'J arid 25 
Lucirv fiumfrers i 3 jncJ 4 
Favourabii direeilon Sooih 


iiO IIS AiGiil—14 Stftim- 

2r^ Mf) Be pfcparod lof se! 
h fji backs or' iSe l^rtanc^i IroM 
*& ^ You mov have to oorrow 

money to iide over Ihis lean 
period On Mh> professional Ironi you 
should he c*rcum9K)cct n your deplitigs 
.With sui>ei>crs however Ihe Oomesic 
Ironi wip remam nsp.raig Tlb5 •% ai$o a 
good period lor man mooiai alliance 
Buvioes‘<rr>en wJ lir>d lh>$ phase Uvoiir* 
able A Igiier hunra long igel fMitd wMgive 
. ygu a lol o< Dl*‘asjte A pttowni uirpnao iS 
rn store tor you Oms week • 

Good dalei 22. 23 and 25 
Lacty rwnbtrs 4, 6 and H 
FaiTMrMti Krectteo: North 


CrrfRlZ^ SAGIHARHISdSDounbar*. 

14 Januiry) a lucky weak lies 
ahead ot you so rnake hay 
while Ihe aun shmes vVim a 
|U^ bii ol elfon bus^nessmun wiii 

Clinch provable deals Those m ptoiessiori 
wiil moke sieody headway Fnenos ar>d 
leiaiives w>ll contr»Oule to ycrur hapiooss 
Your troanciar proapecis look br^ghi and 
monelary gams through unexpeded 
sources are mdicaied Ar home your lamiiy 
wik be j source of joy Lovers can go ahead 
wiih marriage plans Those above SO 
should be careftrf about iheu health 
Good aatis; 22 26 and 27 
Leeby nembtri. 2. 3 and 9 
Paveuribli direeflee: Easi 


H TAURUS 06 Hay—14 JuM) 
11 ^ '<> art exceiieni week toi 
prc^icssiCMls and 0us*ness’ 
rr^vi' utilise thy opporiunilies 
Ml ii \ 'iiiH your way and OO 
1 ot I'Uia DM !(«>C4lieihg Creative 

ari'sK .'ind mtciinnuwy w<ll also ilvs 
rjhhsi' Nv^urabie On thy oomosiic Ironi a 
sudden lurn c* events will relieve you Ol a 
lot ui trnsioii Fih4nc>dily your prospecis 
look l(ic|hi ihiv week bui avoid txirava- 
ganco A pleasure tup you were lookirtg 
torwl'd 'y 'S »n tiir: olfing Out wolch your 
he^allh Mosely 
Goed dates: 23 25 and 27 
LiiCliv flvrnbers .1 S and 6 
Favourable dueeilan: ryonn cost 


GEMINI 115 Jent—14 Jelyi 
I'l , , hM pi.:eeeni week and 
\ vMu w " msk»‘ progiesb on all 
|w y ifftnts 1 t»osr? in scivee wiH 
c.vfi ih.' pra se ot ihcir am 
pioypis d uansier wn ch you were seeking 
tf>s«y C(<me oh thi> week Those unem 
ployeJ may ^'ttd (Tbs during this penoO 
Su^ini'ssrnrn wi'i gel (ipporiun'T'es to e* 
oend the'f hus eeyk On Ihe Imancial ripnl 
some 0 * you w»ti .niie» i oroperiy Tr>e horne 
trout wiU remain peacelut This is also the 
iJertt I me to parsur legal 'rwliers The 
pr^HSo IS 4i8g good lot loveis 
Good dates: 22 24 an- 26 
Lucky numbers 6 ' smi 9 
Faveunbifl dlisctlen: West 

LANCER (15 July—14 Augast) 
11 yo'j have oians to start ? 
C ne»v bubitufsv. ‘hs is the 
& f^ht r me h do so Those in 
S Ou S’ness v'i'>uij n^t hvp'taie 
to u'ldviiake chaiiyng fii veniuies Proles* 
S'Onsts »houtd cur«»<jjr Koers before 
chang.nn tbet pratrbsort Fr<ends arid 
reisiives will prove ve'v hetptui m resofYir>g 
domestic problems Lovers wiN hnd fhis 
ph^se favourable For those waiting to get 
married this me <tieui hme lo execute 

plans Those above 46 should keep a sharp 

eye cn'iheir health 
GMd lltH: 21 22 and 24 
letlrv fiembert; 2 4 and'6 ^ 

FavMrabN dlresHon: South west 


I VIROG 116 Seaiember—14 

I Oetebtf) Th« is noi a good 

I foy > J Ip* prjlesk'unwt^ yju 
^ w4t cprritf iM lor sever V ciilic* 
cm (rom your cmptuyvi* 
YoiK cobeegooy wN jlsu misunrtcrsNrKl 
yuu Bus.nessiren rihOuW be carelul wtuic , 
dealing with thv'i customerH However, 
lovors ar>d Ihosc intend<ny lo gat marr.ed 
wH rmd lh*s pertod tavooriM Qispuies 
regard ng pfoperry w it be resoNed in you* , 
NvOur Domestic piobtoms 4 any. w It also 
be solved A pleasure h p v* irie oNmg 
8ut do r>ol r>nqlect / tur heatiri 
I deed «alK* ?3 ?i and 26 

1 hidY n e m eers A o and 7 

' Fneerobie direetieii SovUi rtasi 

■ LiGRA 115 Octaber—14 
HQvamMrl fris a week of 
in»vd lorijhus You may 
si.ddeniy la" "i bui do not get 
t’veiwurkcd Ptfhy dornostic 
proOierns w>i dOO 10 your WOtnes On the 
proleos'onai Irani you ww come n lor 
severe cnli&sni tium >uui emptoyers lO' 
t/>egtecl>hg work A tnurd ckJM? ID you may 
;>el yuu down However bus<iH;ssrrsKi w-y 
Irxi ihs pr?«ud tavourable Yuvir fnar^'rM 
' pi aspects do'inr too* very bk*aK Acuurnvy 
towards the er*rt v* 'he week wil tvl>ove 
vou of a kjl ol tension 

Gobi lain 24 2S and 27 
BinnAets. 3 5 and 6 
FavMrable dlrcctloa; Nonh 

B . SCORPtQ 116 Nevambsr—14 
a baesmott) $oc ai :i'id 
} dories* C eogagnmenis w H 

J -.'rti* »•-- biji, but 'V.’’ 

] . .«<s*rj '• .t jibr*5* a* 'h * w il 
tia,£ m adverse e'leci un you^ headh 
Tnc^ nservoeareadvsi^notlonegieci 
ther work HCrwcver this s a 

' kicky week roi creai ve aft»sl5 and lawyeis 
TNs IS the ideal h<ne » snitie low su'is At 
home your ch Uteh w4< be a source ut 
► ioS^raliOO F*fiancaBy 90fr>* ol yem w^' 
giiA money through an uneawme 
sourer ' '•Tf 

GBM IBIB|.'2I. 26 and 26 : 

LBCkf mmkt n i 4 and 5 
PteovtBIs KrecNDi' We« 


r _ CAFRICORN (16 ianu4fv-14 

Fabrairy) a oomesnc prob* 

► lem whict^ had boon bother* 

[V ij!J" mg you tor Quite some nme 

A w II be M>iv«d it)is week The 

i'Uirs ate uatiicutany favourable lor ihosa m 
seivice apfomouohorapost'ngipapiace 
of you* t k'ngcarvnoT h(* ruled out Rui avoid 
taking hasty deciSiOns regarding your 
I'areer Tr>e petipo is atao tavouratte lor 
tpo'tsmer> On the tinanciai I'Ont some ol 
you may wm a lottery Ypur health may 
pose ttesh orobier*is Watch out lor a 
nieas^nt surprise at ihe er>d ol the week 
Coed Baiei 23 24 and 2S 
Lecky oumbtrs 4. /’ and 6 
Favoviable dlrtdion: South 

AQUARIUS 115 Febpiary—14 
March) Uu noi get disiiiu- 
[ _V i JT srantd hy the slow pace Of 
Dwlftwcil prpgresb un all honis Oues* 

1 lionabie romantic ventures 

shuuio be avadecf Those employed m 
g{>ve<nment cor*cenis should be cautious 
wh re deaNng W'lh ihcii supa'iO'S’ 
Bus riessmv'i a<i* *'‘'*iy lu lace sMt com* 
uer ions Ai irarric o mber ol your lamily 
mas nioueniy lai) S’ < I rianciat prospects 
ate ' ' ’ sory bt>ghl j.k d specuiairve ven¬ 
ture', ihuper pd s however irivourabie lor 
matt inunial negotiat ons. 

6Mfl 0aMi; 25 26 and 27 
I tecfc|i numBars: 2 3 arid 6 
I FavdeiabN dirediae: Nonh-wesi 

PI5C68 (15 Hifeh—14 AprtI) 

> fflSr 3 ^ ^ '•'1 e*t'emaiy lucky 

Ciuty •.V tor *huse in business 
-Uv. .^ 'nte to enter into 

; ,.... rci Those m 

••••< .u piog-es:* w it pi, .lo.v but STesdy K 
, * . 'G look rig lot a ^|. there »ca chances 
'»!• you W't) 'nd one inv The 

dom^st'C I'ont w II pfOi^'da you with all the 
nnergy 10 embark on new and challenging 
.‘♦'fiu/es Your tiiwnciai prospects wHi took 
up 1 h<s IS alsu a lavourabio penod for love 
V' f 'larr.age Keep a vigiiam eye on your 
' tu »r*h jnd diet 
i Saod diMl: 2i 23 and 27 
I LttrtT numbers: i 5 and 7 
j favouribia diieetien: South.eaet 






With Fedders Lloyd, 

you control air flow in all four directions 


ft you’re buying an oifconditior>ef. it 
makes sense to buy one you'll want to 
live with for a long time. 

Four separate engineering features 
work to make Fedders Lloyd the most 
convenient aircoriditioner you can find. 

Add to that the first five-year tree 
service warranty In India, and you know 
Fedders Lloyd is o bargain at any 
price. 

Avoilabie in five coolir^g capacities of 
1 tonne. 1.5 tonne. 1.7 tonne. 2.5 tonne 
and in seven different models. 

Demonstrations and detailed 
information available from Fedders 
Lloyd deolers ail over the country. 

See for yourself 
how hard 



FI [)ni HS ( lOYD 


Fedders Lloyd works 
to make things easy for you 


ttoyd W Ceipo n ttefl; imo* «wm. 

Modroi VimMoDoa 


I (NO] PlWM MItti GkNo 

HlQ«rm PN0W VimMeDOQ ta<0» Bhcooi UmCaef>*> 

M*«*'OOa0 Prtat)$ nxn^ MCW 7]iC« NiNno MS Ogm MU8 
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VARIETY 


H been • long time iinee J publ«hed • 
^emo pJevM (>y Jo'in Nunn. Unfonuneiely 
there eeme e pomi m hie cereor where he 
etopftetf Minnirtg ehon brillieneiee egeirwi 
uveak pleytri end elerted winning long 
braiiencwe egeinei cirpng pteve^e. ihe 
lane' Mir>g notonouelv dirtWvh io pvUieh 
•nd eioia«n witl^ui retorting to Mneiife- 
non 

Deipiie the change m ive atvie, John 
rameine ol ceurea a Mvaa*ating eneekmg 
ptayer * never ceeae lo be ameied by 
ihoM who etill blithely walk into iharp 
varietioni ol the Sicilian egeinei him 
Inlenoi eharp vanelioni at ihal The 
I following le a lypicet reeuh 

While' J Nunn SlKk' B Ceerna Sieihan 
Oeiarvea. NaiOod vaneiion lugaoo 1984 

; 1 P^a P^B4 Z N-K8J P-4U 

I ) P^4 P«P 4 NiP N-RA) 

I 4 P>OB3 4 P^ 

' John piayt lha N4>aor^ M Black and’ 
probfbv tniT'' »- nI'i'* ae the move which 
' givee him moci trouble wh^ eoteure art 
' leveread 



Oi»ss 


CaerfM (Bleelrl 

Ta a aaa 

Q 

a a.’.a m 

iQ-.» g^D I 

HuAn (White) to move 


4 0-8? 7 8-09 P-UO 

B4^ 8^ BN-89 QM-O? 

>•0^1 p^ tlP-QIMP^I 
UPl# PeP UO-M 8-10 

This It a poadion Bieci hat long been 

recommended to avoid, at White ik given 
too much teope to daveioo a meihan<at 

etie^k 


MB-m 8-0 II riMMS KA-B1 

A retetivelv new idee Black plena 
0-84> - RBI 10 rebava lha gnp on hit 
lungeide. 

IB K-81 0-09 IT 8aB RaB 

DIAQPAM 

IBMtfPI KrN IBQkP* K-KJ 

SOOmP 

Opting for three pawr>a and e continuing 
acteek tor the p«ce 20 RaN * NvR 7t Qkb 
aHo came mio conpderetion 

2 B 0-K2 210R-Q1 

An imponent link lo tlop Blacht king 
cioewng the 0 Me 

91 0-82 220-N9 K-K2 

29N-Oi*IBiiN 94PicB 
The lampo on hit duaan randan Black'i 
game hppeieat 

94 0-83 3»P-0f> K-Q1 

2B 8-84 fMU 27 BeN M 

Or 27 KxB29 0xRP 

24 RiN Retight 


WlCHArLSlLAN 


Bkiixm 


A I'igm turpriee to pick up a '2 count*, hear 
the bidOirig opened on your leh, and 1 in>ah 
at oeciarvr m a tiam conuaci* 


i 

I 


Dealer Watt N-$ vulnerable 


* K 

1PQ 104& 

♦ RQ 109871 

Bag 


$ 

♦ 

4 


A J 10 
AR 7 
AJ3 
AO 

N 

W 

8 


74 


♦ 09494 

949 

♦ 664 

♦ R 10« 


♦ 22 

♦ J849 

♦ - 

♦ J47 6499 


Thit waa the piddiho when Poland wet 
NortivSouch againei Srarif m Ih# Otym* 
P'td . 


I 


SevTA 

Wmi 

Novrh 

tut 


!♦ 

dM 

1 4 

No 

24 

dbte 

No 

44 

No 

64 

No 

No 

No 




Weal led the king of dian>or«» end 
Priybora lutfed The dub finatM loit ertd 
a heart was returned, wei* *n dummy 
Reeharng ihel the tea Of cKibt mi^ be 
needed later at an entry card, oouih 
ditoardad a nude on ♦ A. led ♦ A. and 
ran the lack dwear^r^ a head ^ toon 
reached thia eriding 



♦ 0 10 

♦ 0 


♦ - 

♦ K 7 

♦ J 

♦ - 

H 

W S immatanai 

S 

J 7« 

XT 


Now Wetl wti exlrnguithad bv the letl i 
irumo (You tee why ♦ A wet not caehed i 
earlier? If ♦ J la covered. South wiH need I 
10 return to dumrny with a heeri to ca»h 
♦ 10 end tlwre will be no entry to dummy | 
lor the tubteoueni toueeae ) I 


TFRFNCCneCSE 


I 


QUESTIONS ^ 

1 The Salk vaccine leduccs ihc mci- 
der>ce ol which disease^ 

2 Who have beei* described at *a kmd 

01 journalistic centaur wiin an ansiocralic i 

Repubiicar head ond runiy Jewish hnd* 
quarters'’ \ 

3. Who rouqhi me oatiie o' H'v i 

Hy0aS069^ 

4 With which sriehlist i$ (he Oiscovery 0< 

high energy rediahon Dells around ih« 
eariK associated'’ j 

5 What IB me nng ol hr8^ 

6 Wiih whal astronomcti concept is Ihe 

biQ'bang theory me sieedV'kieie theory 
and me Pniuiing (OPCikBimg] Urwerse , 

theory 444ociited7 j 


7 Wnai were the lom fteedon % proc 
lainied by US Prestder>t FraiiMm 
ftco s evef’ 

8 In psychology whal is a Freuduri 

9 What do the evpals CATT stand lor'’ 
1D Tftt letm Fifth Column rs used to 
describe an organised boefy woriung (o' 

Ihe enemy behuid balUe imee W^nn wm 

the phrase iiret used’’ 

The Hag ol which cour>try has a 
maple leai or* tt"* 


epeueo u 

fPM PhO UBH/Bds PMl pi 

ape^i M Buuei : 

put epfjx 00 iueL.aeiOv le^aueo 8 | 

uocidO t |P uomeoo enis i 


•ueidp eui ui uMopyudjq Aie;ueu>oui V Q 
jesj liiOjj ujopeati pue | 
tuEM ulOij loopaej^ diusjow (O ojopeerj 
iuo*$se<cike pje goeads lO luopeerd i 
esieniun PoJ ib luaojdoteAep am 9 ^ 

A)iAjioe I 

MieoiOA pus sdkertbupee o} eiqiideosns | 

ueeoQ siMOCj em ourtcje eeie g | 

luig reijS peueu i 

are sued auj uany uSA V seujer p ' 

09 I 

9et ui Bui repueieiv pus sriiO^ t i 
pxpp evi pua uaiy s juep ' 
Pt/f tlY SWOQ 4mI iO BiOqmt'OJ | 

uieisujeg 1190 put pjfwpooNS Qdg z 

OHOd k 

WMINV 


•UH04V }1 i' 
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Now FiJI in th« grid according to the 
IF you compler« ir correctly, you will 
letters reading downwards wUI give 
Can you say what this word is? 
CLUES: 

WHOLE WORD 
On all sides 
Household 
Moisten 
Coarse seaweed 
Inattentive 
Compact collection 
Account 
Hidden word 


Try Your Hand 


cities given beL'w. 
find that the first 
vuu another word 


END 
Clohulai 
Reriod 
Passage 
Fish hook 
Despatched 
Obtain 
Narrative 
Political star 


Where do the pieces given above fit in? 


Figure it Out 


Q 









This may be a familiar problem. Without lifiinjtyour 
pencil, how can you go over all the 25 dots, in straight 
lines without going over any line? 


Missing Link 

Fill in the missing number; 
20 22 - 23 18 









This car can only travel through areas of the tame 
colour. Can you plot the route it must take to arrive at iti 
i destination? 


7e 


SIMuri' }* kMS 
























TEASERS 


Mindbender 




Complete the Jast circle togically 

Cryptocross 




m a 


i 1 aaiipifliiiiii 

aiiHua 1 3 3 a 


nOSOSOQQElQSlEEEE 


Each number in the main grid represents a letter. The 
same number always stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a start three letters have been given. Can you 
now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 


Solutions to last week's Teasers: 

Wit Sharpener: S00x2»1000: 401x3-1203; 
664x4al6S€; 633x4«2532; 415x4-1660; 223x5-1115: 
554x6-3324 
rigure it Out: 


n 


Quteshin: d) Four times a year, whether we need it or 
not. 

Sha^M Sleuth: 1—d; 2—c; 3—b; 4—♦; 5—f; 6—a, 

Ward Power: The three-letter word is ART 
Carton. Parries, Rampart. Staning. Heart. 

Mladbender (Page 71): 1. CoU ball is mluing 2. Club la 
squire and not rounded 3. G is missing on shin 4. Pocket 
on trouser is missing. _ 




Mindbender: The garden is in the shape of an eQuiUtet- 
al trian^e. It dois not matter wUnre the landowner 
builds his temple. The sum of the lengths of the paths 
(perpendicular to the roads) will always be constant. 



Witsbarpeiser (Page 71): Mona who received R$ SO.OOO 
(clue 4) is not Herish's daughter (clue 11 so she must be 
his niece. Therefore Nina ts the daughter and she 
received Rs 3 lakhs (clue 1). Anil was not the son not the 
nephew (clue 3) so he wei the brother. Neither he nor 
the nephew got the business and Rs 2 lakhs (clue 3), 
therefore the son inherited this Kis name was not 
Prakash (clue 2) nor Anil (clue 3) so it was Jagdish. 
Therefore Prakash was the nephew who inherit^ the 
car. We already know that Nina the daughter received 
Rs 3 lakhs, Mona the niece Rs 50.000 and Jagdish tha son 
Rs 2 lakhs. Prakash the nephew got more than Anil the 
brother (clue 3) and inherited Rs 25,000 along with the 
car. Mona did not receive the house so she got the 
paintings and Nina inherited the house. 

Heiagonal Punie: 







Shape Sleuth (Page 71): 


|mSigi& 

ImBiBinK 
















^ ' 



^atcjr^ 




ft£*av 


I think 
'Ojn 

£:9f4T. 


VOU a^ECgOUTFAJtdglQNC? 
At.CiVuUTiOM >JW€HtY 
sOv'. WCNECWCOtATE 

cwf COOUE9 CAUJM6^^? 


LET ME SEE if 
I UN»$T&nD. 


S 


A 


Remember your thirst journey? 

Remember the excitement? The de¬ 
licious thrill of travelling? Remem¬ 
ber your father buying you your 
thirst Limca. saying it’s the safest 
drink for travellers? You still have 
zero-bacteria Llmca each time you 
travel. The exoerience is reassuring, 
just like the thirst tirnel 



wiiMaiM 


gMwr.iu#* M 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 

-‘•“•f 


M »heshBh9t( is work¬ 
ing on a film thac will 
make or break ICumar 
Ctursrand Sunday £>urt. 
The two star sons have 
been clearly outclassed by 
5uJiny iDeoi. J»cktt Shn/f 
or even AnU Xapoor Just 
when directors were 
shying away from them. 
Raiendra Kumar and 
Sunil Dutt pul their heads 
together and approached 
Mahesh Bhatt for help 
The latter obliged and 
started Naam. The film is 
about illegitimate chil¬ 
dren and Roonam Dhillon 
and i4mrira Singh are 
there to add glitter to it. 
Also at stake are the lakhs 
of rupees which Rajendra 
Kumar is investing. "This 
is a major attempt for my 
company which suffered 
heavy losses But 1 want 
to sea the boys coming 
alive again. This is their 
last chance/’ Kumar 
Caurav’s father said con¬ 
fidently. 

P roducers and directors 
whoonce«jueued up 
before Zeenet Aman ‘s 
door to sign her up are now 
neglecting the actress. 
Reason: age is finally tell¬ 
ing upon the sensation of 
5aryam» Sh4vam, Sunder* 
am and her exposures no 
longer tuillete the audi¬ 
ence. For the last sin 
months Zeenar has net 
signed a single film. A re¬ 
cord of sons for a star who 
not very long ago signed a 
film a day. 


isfortunes never 
come alone. Basu 
Bherracharya's troubles 
started the day his wifef 
RinJex. walked out on him 
axid started a campaign 
against him. In several in* 
tervievrs to gossip mega- 
lines, Rinkj talked about 
the tort ure waiA. humilia • 
tlon she tuffmd at the 
hands of the director for 
16 years. BasuBhat- 
tadtarya on his part is cl¬ 
ient regarding these 
charges. His mental agony 
haa beeo compounded oy 
the fact (hat two of his 
tUae (ailed u> taka off due 
tolaekofflnencea. 


guafey Den (Ml) eed K 


Giur 




D rfrp Xuniar's illness 
has upset SuMesA 
Chai who was ail set to 
launch his ambitious pro¬ 
ject, Karma. Bui SuMiash 
is mede of siencr stuff 
end he has decided to con* 


tioue shooting without the 
legendery superstar. "I 
know how to make up 
things at the last moment 
1 have done it before 
and I am going 10 do it this 
time a bo/* Subhash said. 


Bayaaudha has forgotten 
^ her pesi. She divorced 
her first husband and is 
now happily married to 
.feetendrek cousin. Her fu¬ 
ture plans m her own 
words: "I have decided to 
concentrate on film direc¬ 
tion." Another Aparna San 
in the making? 

T he Telugu film indus¬ 
try is passing through a 
crisis. Most of the grand 
extravagansasare not 
doing too well at the box 
office and distributors too 
are unwilling to oblige the 
big budget producers due 
to the video invasion. A 
realisation is slowly dawn, 
ing upon producers and 
artists chat there should 
be less of money and more 
of acting The sooner the 
realisation turns to reality, 
(he better. 

G uess who was the hap¬ 
piest person when the 
Andhra Pradesh govern 
ment honoured Suhasini 
with (he best actress 
award? Sttobhan Babu. 
F.ver since Suhasioi en¬ 
tered (he tinsel world in 
skirts, Telugu super¬ 
star has bean going around 
telling people that Si^asi- 
ni would make it big one 
day. On the sets too> 
Sbobban Babu never loses 
I an opportunity to compli- 
I ment and encourage bet. 




Number Seven 

T he Prime Minister*! 

house was referred to 
M “number one** tiU now, 
because it was situated at 
( Safdarjanc Road. Mr Ra* 
jiv Gandhi having shifted 
to 7 Race Course Road 
(with bungalow No. S serv¬ 
ing as the office complex), 
the PM*s house should now 
be referred to by the lucky 
number, “seven." The 
shifting was done on an 
auspicious day, in the first 
phase of the "Navretri” 
preceding Kamnavami. 
the birthday of Lord 
Rama. The process was 
completed by 29 March, 
the “Ashrami” preceding 
Ramnavaini. On that day 
Makhan l.al Fotedar. poli¬ 
tical adviser to the Con- 
greii president, also 
shifted from 1, Akbar 
Road (which was the pre¬ 
vious office complex of the 
PH’» house) to S, Race 
Course Road The office 
which Fotedar is now 
occupying is more spa* 
Clous than the previous 
one. On the day of the 
transfer, Knredar was 
tears. He had been Mrs 
Indira Gandhi's aide for 
long In fact, he is the only 
relic of the Indira Gandhi 
era m the new set-up. 
Potedar was Mrs Gandhi's 
election agent in Ree 


Minister On 
Leave 

K erala’s health minis 
ler, K.P. Ramchandra 
Nair. has gone on a long 
leave. This unprecedented 
act has not b^n necessi¬ 
tated by reasons of health. 
In fact, the health oS the 
Congre$a(l)*led United 
Democratic Front (UDF) 
government would have 
been affected had the 
lOinistar not handed over 
his portfolio to the chief 
ffliniater and "gone on 
leave." A member of the 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP), which has four 
MLAs, Nair had been 
under praaaure from his 
party colleagues, who 
wanted him' to reaigii so 


DELHI DIARY 



M.L. feirdar 




Bareili in 1977 and had 
been in the news then due 
to his forceful, but unsuc* 
cassful. attempt to stall 
the announcement of Raj 
Narain’s victory. With the 
PM having shifted, the 
person occupying the 
house neighbouring 7. 
Race Course Road, in* 
formation and broadcast¬ 
ing minister, V.N, Gadgit, 
has been asked to move, as 
his bungalow is required 
by the security persd^nel. 
The Prime Minister's im¬ 
mediate neighbours now 
are Arun Singh, par¬ 
liamentary secretary (who 
occupies the house next lo 
Mr Gandhi's) and works 
and housing minister. 
Abdul Ghafoor. 


that the NDP constituent 
could oomioace another 
minister. In 19S2, the NDP 
nominee in the Ktruna- 
karan ministry was K.G. 

Kartha. Xariha has now 
mustered the support of 
the other two MLAs and is 
threatening to quit the 
UDF if Nair is not drop* 
ped Chief minister Karu- 
nakaran has found an 
easier way out ; be has 
taken over tbe health port¬ 
folio and sent the minister 
“on leave." In Blarch. the 
transfers of docton were 
processed by Kerala's 
heelth ministry. With Nair 
"OB leave" Karunakaru 
haa been burdened with 
additional administrative 
work concerning the doc* 
tors' erensfers. 


Wealthy 

Prisoners 

C oomar Narain, tbe 
kingpin of tbe busted 
spy ring, and tbe intama- 
lional cheat Raiendra 
Sethia, have been lodged 
in adjacent cells of the 
Tihar jail. Both are "B" 
class prisoners, entitled to 
certain comforts, bmries 
trickling throughthe jail's 
gates have it that while 
Sethia is leading a caref- 
lae life, Coomar Narain is 
a worried man. He does 
not even read newspapers. 
One day. Coomar Narain is 
said to have commented to 

Kathmandu or 
Bangkok? 

D id ib« Russian defac- 
tor. Igor Gueja, go to 
Kathmandu engouteto the 
USA? While speculation 
so far has been restricted 
to the Nepalese capital, 
sleuths investigating the 
disappearance of Gueja do 
not rule out the possibility 
of his having taken a 
, . •• 

Kingmaker? 


S itaram Kesri, the AlC* 
C(I) treasurer, seems 
to have 'helped' two for¬ 
mer Bihar chief ministers 
ifi a row. Chaodra Shekhar 
Singh, who became a un¬ 
ion minister on 30 March, 
had met the Prime Minis¬ 
ter at a dinner on the night 
of 29 March. The host was 


Sethia that the latter must 
be a regular jailbird, con¬ 
sidering the way he is liv¬ 
ing in Jail. Sethia pro¬ 
tested and said this was 
his first experience. Not 
being in touch with news¬ 
papers, Coomar Narain 
asked Sethia if he was a 
rich man. The reply was 
evasive. At this point 
Coomar Narain is said to 
have told Sethia, “Have 
you ever seen a lakh of 
rupees? I have lots of 
money, so I am worried. 
You can afford to be caref¬ 
ree." Amused at Coomar 
Narain's "woxlthy** disclo¬ 
sure, Sethia is said to have 
laughed at thi reply. 


Lufthansa flight to Bang¬ 
kok from Palam airport 

The departure time of this 
flight just suited Gueja: it 
left in the forenoon. By the 
time Gueja’s disappear¬ 
ance was noticed, the de¬ 
fector was flying in Indian 
airspace over Karukhabad, 
Lucknow, Gaya and Cal¬ 
cutta (the flights to Bang¬ 
kok from Delhi take this 
route). 

Sitaram Kesn. Venue: Far 
liament House Annexe. 
The new Bihar chief minis 
ler, Bindeshwari Dubey, 
was being feted. The 
Prime Minister attended 
the dinner and talked to 
the invitees, mostly MPs 
from Bihar. The next 
morning. C $. Singh was 
induct^ into the council 
of ministers. As the chief 
minister of Bihar. C.S. 
Singh had faced opposi¬ 
tion from Kesri. Perhaps 
unwillingly, Kesri helped 
C.S. Singh this time. 
Another former Bihar 
chief minister, Abdul Gha¬ 
foor. who is now a union 
cabinet minister, had shot 
back into the centre stage 
courtesy Kesri in 1983. At 
the Bombay session of the 
AICC(I), Ghafoor was 
literally pushed into the 
working committee meet¬ 
ing as an invitee by Kesri, 
who wanted to counter 
A R. Antulay. Ghafoor has 
not looked back since 
then. 
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He knows why his TVS50XL has 
\an Impeccable reputation. 

V\^ asked the |udg© wHy he picked a rvS 50 XL. "Rck-up 
'oraStart!’ tio quipped. “Andfrankly,ttiere’s enough 
[evidence to butid up a strong case in its lavouf. Startir>g 
s no problem. And once it's roHii ig. it picks up speed 
quickly. Even if you're going doubles and up a sk>pe. 
t can do it comfortably. It’s also rather wen sprung, 

^0 potholesdort’t come as a rude shock! And it 
does so easy on fuel. IVe almost stopped using 
my carl Look at what petrol costs these days, 
tj s cnninal, I tell you! All things considered, 
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THE SAFARI RANGE FROM RAYMOND'S' 


Fashion plays h cool 
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...well just look at him! 


f/ 


■‘It w'as unboliostjblc! 

TTie lifeless walls were 
transformed before mv e)vs. 
Pale Lilac. Julia Green.* 

1 had 4-4 shades to ^ive m) 
walls. And ir vs-as so easy 
to clean. 

What was more 
lmbelie^'able was the way it 
changed my hasband. 
Whipping up break^st. 
Putting up new' posters He 
is a new man!” 

That s the magic of 
Superlac. AJi extraordinary 
wallpaini. Made by 
one of the 
leading paim 
companies in 


the country'lisJay Shalimar 
Paints. 

Try Superlac. 

And just watch your world 
change I 


SUPERLAC 

Acrylic Plutic Emulsion 



Shalimar Paints 

V*^ltimefeyourites 







We have everything a Holiday needs and 

one thing that you will admire. 

Heart Warming Hospitality 
A 



THEHIMACHALl PEOPLE 
A friendly happy people who are 
always ready io spare you a moment. 
Share a smile or a friendly cup of tea. 
hospitality comes naturally to them... 



SCENIC SPLENDOUR 
Discover a lush vallev. take an 

exhilarating walk to a hill too. breathe 
deeply ot the clean mountain air. Crystal 
clear lakes, hot springs and meandering 
rivers are part of nature's glory 




A TREKKER’S TREAT 
Whether it be a long 18 day stretch ora 
single day's camping trip, don't miss 
out on trekking, a chance to come closer 
to the basic joys oniving. 



^PILGRIM'S PARADISE 
Ancient Hindu temples and Buddhist 
monasteries stand witness to the rich 
Himachali heritage and are symbols of 
the infinite and the eternal. 


For more in formation please write to: 

The CornrnissionerToarism Himachal Pradesh, Daley Bank Estate, 
Shimla.171001 Tel: 2028. 3136 or contact H.P. Tourist offices at 
Delhi: Chanderl ok Building. Janpeth, New Delhi 110001 Tel: 348 32 0 

Bombay; ae. World TradeCentn.Cuffe Parade. Bombay 400005 Tel: 219191/284 

Calcutta: 29. Camac Street. Cemac Road. Calcutle Tel: 446M7 ^ 

Madras: 28. Cin-C. Madras 600105 Tel: S 23 214 

Chandigarh: 17 Sect.. Chandigarh Tel: 26494 

Where hospitality is a way of life.... 2 |t T 
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DUNLOP INTRODUCES 

THE NEW PROFES 


Tough, Uncompromising. On the fast track. 

A new breed that's going places. A new generation with 
professional drive. 

For this new professional, Dunlop has 
a new car tyre. 

The Dunlop Olympus Nylon. 

It’s got resilience. A strong nylon casing to 
lake the roughest going. 

It’s got staying power. With a premium depth 
tread that goes a long way. 

It s got style. A tread pattern designed for 

better grip. 

Olympus. It's the new professional. Made by 
Dunlop for people with standards like.yours. 
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SUITINGS J 

Tiffi PERFECT Fabric J 








S —11 MAYim 



COVlIRSTOR^e 

Polc«v»P»Qpl« 

THe police have unleashed a 
rtign of terror in Gujarat. 
Instead of quelling the 
bloody communal riots 
which broke out in 
Ahmedabad in thewakeof 
the antireservaiion stir, the 
police openlv terrorised 
people, looted shops and 
burnt down new^aper 
earabliahmcnis. minoay 
correspondents report on 
rhe police ■ iroci 11 c's and 
why CM Madhaviinh 
Solanki must step down for 
his inability to handle the 
crisis. 

CONVERSATION 34 

*We pr* Not Powne of tho 
powoTft’ 

M.J. Akbar inicrviewb the 
PLO c ha i rma n. y Hs«e r 
Arafat 

SUNDAY SPHCIAL50 

An Cntortainor Bowe Out 

Shireesh Kinekar profiles 
Xishore Kumar, the nnaing 
sensation ivho h'js decided 

tcouir after reMlitig 

audiences fur over four 

decades 
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ANALYSES 4« 

Tba MMu DBamma In 
Pun|^ 

The Hindus in Punjab have 
always feared ihe 
assimilaiion by the Sikh 
majority community. Any 
attempt hi solving the 
Punjao crisis should rake 
this Hindu psyi'lli' into 
consideraiinn, writes 
Harcharan Eain.^. 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


in Tamil Nadu 

O r> (he tu Madras I found 

mvM'h vnndwiched between two 
vnormous TamlJ malos. Tamihans 
LHffic’ tn different shapes, sizes and 
ciilciurs The oversized are of the 
stitiie dimensions as ?ulu warriors; 
11IV «iverage are smaller than I Tlteir 
complexions range from ebony blue* 
hhivk of Nilniii; tribesmen to the 
P,iJl’ ivorv of a Jayalalitha It was my 
misforruiiv to be wedged between 
iwo swarthy monsters both oblivious 
of my presence. They spread their 
ellKiws across from either side totally 
immobilising me. Came dinner time. 
Wiih greet difficulty 1 extricated my 
hipTlasl; from my rruuser pocket and 
rang the bell fur a tumbler of ice. 
Would these fellows object to my 
drinking in the aircraft? I turned to 
the bigger one of (he two who 
seemed to he engrossed in reading 
wh.it appeared to me a Tamil version 
of the Srimod Bhogwed Gita. Very 
timidly J asked him if 1 had his 
permission to imbibe spirits for 
which my body was thirsting. He 
turned from his spiritual guide*book 
an<f grunted something in Tamil- 
English which I wishfully interpreted 
as. "Drink what you like. Huw does it 
concern me?" 


Dinner was served. While my 
neighbours polished off their trays 1 
wa« unable to move my hand beyond 
' emptying the cuntents of my hip* 
fUsk Into my nimbler and raking it 
up 10 my hps. (except for that the 
(Wo and u hnif hour Journey to Tamil 
Nadu would have been unbearably 
long. They should ban big sized 
Tamilians from travelling by Boeing 
aircraft. 

We landed in a freshly washed, 
humid Madras. An unseasonal show¬ 
er had made jt cooler than Delhi. It 
was barely 9 pm but there was hardly 
any traffic on the streets "This is 
Vyjayanihimala*scon$titueacy from 
where she defeated Era Sezhiyan.” 
remarked my escort as we pass^ by 
a duzun men standing by a ptan-bidi 
siuU. ^'Era Sezhiyan is a very honeet 
<ind able politician.** I said. "Thac^s 
i why he lost.** came the prompt reply, 
j In M(>R*s siar*obses»ed Tamil Nadu 
^ looks count for more than learning. 


When i do not know where 1 am. I 
find it hard to get sleep. Besides the 
sirange hotebroom. my throat 
seemed to be giving up. 1 got up 
many times during the night to see 
the hour. At long last came the dawn 
like thunder over the Bay of Bengal. 



A fiery sun fought its way up through 
mountains of dark clouds cleaving 
through like a ball of molten lava and 
setting them aflame. For a while I 
watched the gory contest between 
• the sun and the clouds before I 
noticed the stretch of green doited 
with a few bungalows and cricket 
pitch beside a broad canal. I decideid 
(o let out the fetid cundiiioned air 
frum the room and let in fresh ozone. 
I threw open the balcony door. A 
whiff of warm air drenched in urine 
assailed my nostrils I quickly shut 
the door and beat a hasty retreat 
back to my bed. 


No one goes to Madras without 
buying something Madrasi Silk sans 
and sandal wood products seem ab¬ 
out (he sum total ^ all they produce. 
If you are flushed with black money, 
you cannot do better (han invest it in 
a Conjeevaram temple sari. A good 
Specimen can lighten your purse by 
Rs 10.000. There is nothing in silks 
for less than R$ SOO. The better buys 
are cottons called chungdi from 
Madurai; all under Rs 150. You can 
buy them anywhere in this city but 
most outsiders make a bee lme for 
Nuily. This one Chettiarnywned shop 
has a sale of Rs five lakhs every dav. 


The closer 1 came to speech- 
making the wtMSe my throat got. 
Antibiotics, gargling and throat 
lozenges made’little impact. Like 
most northerners 1 suffer from a 
Tamil complex; ibeac Tamilians arc 
too nimble-minded for my types and 
would tie me up in knots. After the 
introductory eulogy pronounced by 
my friend R. Ramalffishnan. 1 was 


almost voiceless. 1 apologised for my 
hoarseness. I cold them that at nor¬ 
mal limes I have, what a lady friend 
assured me, a sexy voice. I sounded 
like a randy bull frog. I croaked on 
for 20 minutes about the wretched 
stare of affairs in the country and 
passing of the point of no return in 
Punjab. As they say in Tamil Erhai 
vfaumanalwn of anything goes. 

After (he speech my throat began 
to mend itself. After a short siesta I 
had a long session with Suryi 
Narayan Rao. head of the state RSS. 
It has not been fully recorded that 
the RSS played a very honourable 
role in the anti*Sikh violence of last 
November. Nor of efforts to instil 
confidence among Sikhs that (hey 
remain an integral pan of Hindu 
society and India. It was followed by 
yet a longer se.nce with K.S. Rama 
nujam of TTie Hipdu^fan Times, He 
lectured me un the benefits of 
meditation, vegetarianism, nature 
cure and Biahmmical morality. 
Ramanujam deftly mixes self- 
depreciatiun with name-dropping. 


Educated Tamilians baffle me. 
They have (he sharpest of minds 
and at the same rime they are utterly 
irrational in their addiction to caste, 
ritual, superstition and belief in 
astrology. No people in the world are 
as self-righteoufi and sanctimonious 
as Tamilian Brahmjns. The only way 
the likes of M.G. Kamachaiidian and 
Karunanidhi can cope with them is 
by wearing dark glasses. 

My friend R. Radhakrishnan is a 
Brahmin of the bigger breed of Tami- 
lians. Unlike other members of his 
fraternity, he has no hang*ups of 
caste nor imposes his views on diet or 
drink on others. At his table the 
Nawab of Arcot. now Sheriff of Mad* 
ras. breaks bread with the Chettiar, 
the Sikh and the Harijan. Kadhak- 
rishnan is an early-achiever: a top 
executive in his twenties; Sheriff of 
the city and a millionaire in his 30s 
and Member of Parliament in his 
forty's. No matter whar discrimina* 
tion they practise, no one can keep a 
Tamilian Rrnhmin down for too long. 


The German Indologist Lassen in 
hU Jndische Afterchumskunde 
opined that the name Madras is a 
dWivation of Menda Ra/ya realm of 
(he siupid. Authors of Hobson Job- 
son believe that (he German was 
taken for a ride by some Benialii 
who resected TtouUans being re* 
garded hrightei Uian they. Most Ed* 
gliah who cvne in contact with Tami* 
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lians regarded thena 99 '*ihe benight¬ 
ed.* 1 am inclined to agree with the 
judgment. 

Babu Habit 

I n the last year of his senate a 
cenain Babuji was made head of 
the cash section. All vouchers had to 
have his signatures before they could 
be cashed. He introduced a new 
system whereby his prior approval 
was re(|uired In writing before any 
purchases could be made. It worked 
so well that he decided to introduce 
(he same system in his home. 

One Sunday his wife sent him a 
note saying that the children wanted 
VO eat pal»or/ts{ hence a sum of Rs IS 
may kindly bv sanctioned for pur- 
chasing nil, he.van. f»ahk etc. The 
husbiind recorded that oil and beian 
had become too costly and beyond 
the reach uf a middleclau family 
hke rheirM, hence the |>ropu>ut wa^ 
rejected. Next Sunday his wife sent 
another note saying that she wanted 
to accompany her friends to a movie; 
hence an am.mnt of Rs 20 be kindly 
sanctioned lor a cinema ticket and 
lefieshments. The husband recorded 
thar the pn> <>f a government em- 
ployi'v IS almost finished by the 20(h 


of the month and ti being the last 
Sunday of the month, there was no 
money left with him. Tlie proposal 
may be re>subvnitied in the firs t week 
! of the next month. The wife gov 
I imtaied an<< wrote ao application 
saying that she had not visited her 
I parents for long and should, ihere- 
I fore, begrarted leave for one month. 
' The husb.>.id wrote. "I.eave grained 
Substitute mjy be arrunfsed," 
CVntrjbu/eJ R.R Bojaj of New 
' Mht 


Mohaila 

Mentality 


( have often wondered why m all 
our big cities and towns different 
communities live in different mohah 
Us Although It IS not quite the Mine 
in the cuuniryside. a similar pattern 
IS diKernible Most villages in north' 
em India continue to be described as 
Brahmin, Jat. Kajput. Aheer. Meu 
(Muslim) or Harijan depending on 
which caste predominates. Down to 
the tiniest hamlev, homes of one 
caste will be found in one lane, those 
of others in others with those of 
Harijans in vhe outer penpherv. 


1 now know how ihise mahnlLi> 
must have sprung up becau^'* 1 n^Miic ' 
a new kind, the Sikli xnuh,ifl.i iiikiii); , 
shape in cities like Delhi and Kaiipui 
where members of the (ommiiiiiiv ' 
were subjected to violence. Mi>m \ 
Sikh refugee^ I questioned were iiu- 
willing to return 10 then ongiiinl ; 
homes. At first they mode t:\ixtsv, 
that their dwellings had hi'tii il.nu 
uged lieyond repair Kvvn aftri ilioy i 
had bcvii repaired and re lui iiisHi'il, 
they remained reluciaiii in re<M i npy 
i h cm and iii many c;i ses o n ly 1 1 le lie n i 
came back to them during dav imu' ! 
to rejoin their womenfuik in rehegev 
caoifH or ill homos of other Sikhv 
Many void their homos and shiiioil ui 
areas where they are amongst hiigci . 
numbers of iheir own <unminnriv. r 
preferably close 10 a guimlw^irii 
where they could go for lofiigo in 1 
times of trouble li was diilicuh m 
argue with them: ihey simpiv (Wl 
insecure and will nut trust ihv puliir 
to be even-handed m putinig down 
communal miKhief. 

1 am not suit* if cummunat rmihii/ 
las are necossorily <1 liud ihm^, TiH 
suih time as cummuiiai harmony re¬ 
mains a disiani dream and ).iw- 
onforcing bodies become poraguris id < 
impanialily, the moltalia guaiantocs i 
undisturbed sleep, 1 
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CAREERS IN ENGINEERING 


ASIA'S LARGEST TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

OPENS A WIDE AVENUE OF 

JOB^ORfENTEO COURSES. 

COURSES OFFERED 

1. AIRCRAFT MAimENANCCCNGINEEiaHa 

2. OmDMAIRAirrOMOeiLE 
ENQII«CR1NC. 

2. Dlfli>»U IN BUILDING TECWfOLOGY. 

4. OIPtOMACNAIRCONOniONCNG* 
REFRIGERATION. 

y CHFIOKA IN RADIO *m£VI$ION 
ENGINEERING. 

4. AKJJU, (UedanliUtiAE. (Iwdtol 
(AHtoCnM.k 

7 AliU.£.(Bc«4Mtahlp.Sec. ’A*RSee. *B’ 
claeaea t» CMI. Mechanical, Eleetrantca A 
Electrtcel BrvAchan. 

$. AJ4Aa.SJ. lAaienauttcai E^g. S/S. Sac. *A* A 
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‘A* I 



9. GRAD. I.E.T£. (Eleetrenice - S/S.: 

Sac.*B’). 

to. AMA.E. (LMdon) MBCH/UVIUCLEGT 1 DCAL 
ENGG. 

tt COMPUTER PROGRAMIONG (C060UBASIC 
APOmilANl. 

12. BUSINESS lUNAGEMENTi^aUlTaaiM 

enhf) 

IS. O.Cem. (Featai TvWon eelel. 



14. POST DiniMA COURSES let lufthar 
■liifcliMeatlua oBerad la Machankal Cwgf- 
CMl EiiM. Elactfical Enw. DiaacI Ei^. 
A/C A Ref, El act ran lew Audio A Vidao Engs. 
CotnacNo I aperowd by D C CA.. Ca%t crflmha 
A pOM a« ctMrao 7. S A 9 racognlMd as at|ulvalenl la 
B.E Deere*. 

CORRESPONDENCE COACHING Alw ivaMatile 

FOR ABOVF: courses EXCm COURSE No. 1. 

OUAUFKATION FOR ADMlSStON 

Fot Come No. 1. 10 2/PDC ot cquivaleM wlih 

Math*. Phyt^ R Owmiairy. For other cowrees: 

S.$J-C./MMrfeidalH>A 

FACILITIES 

Expert faculty. Wcfl-eqvipped Workahop* and Labs. 
Uifvt AeAo-Visval Aidr. FacUliy For Podal Studentt 
So undergo practical iraMng. Pnel- Itisliluiieral 
^Vrvackeship and placcmeM wvlc«$. 

For ptospevtus and apphcacton form remii 
R«. 10 /- H. 07 P 0 . 


DIRECTOR 

HINDUSTAN INSHTUTE OF 
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
P.O. BOX NO.: 1306.G.S.T. Road. 
S(. ThomM Mourn. M«dT«»>b00 016 
Ortma: ELLFtVE. Phone: 431389/432S08. 
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Time it 


More cooling colls and four-way air flow 
make Fedders Lloyd the fastest-cooling 
airconditioner. 

If you're buying an airconditioner. It 
makes sense to buy or»e you'll want to 
live with for a long time. 

Four separote engineering features 
svork to make Fedders Lloyd the most 
convenient airconditioner you can find 
Add to that the first five-yeor free Hi 

service warranty in Indio, and you know B 

Fedders Lloyd Is a bargain at any B y 

Available in five cooling capacities of Hg | ! 

1 tonne. 1.5 tonne 17 tonne 2.5 tonne Mm I 

and in seven different models. ! ! 

Demonstrations and detailed Kfi ^ I 

information available from Fedders mm | ■ , 

Lloyd dealers all over the country. mm 

See for yourself || 
how hard 

Fedders Lloyd works 
to make things easy for you. 

Uoyd Wts CeipetiMoe x umi omo.r*iei« ssmi. 

m»m >WSW,PKaiw &M69. Soratfo OS23. |r«ptf Ml \9i com: 

M,wnW0 Aww 22JM& jovur .^vwr* e«re SW22. 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



In Defence of Gianiji 


The GtanI may 
have at times 
shown more 
deference to the 
high priests than 
he should have 
as the President 
ot this country, 
but even the 
President has 
the right to hold 
his own religious 
views and we 
must not 
overlook the fact 
that he is a 
deeply religious 
person. On the 
whole he has 
acted with 
restraint and 
propriety. 


have not been able co make out who was 
behind the recent attack made by K.K. 
Tewari, a aenior Con^u(|)M?from 
Bihar, on President Zail Singh in the 
Sabha, The backing ia supposed to have 
come '*froin above.*' Bui U is hard to say who 
the person from ‘^above** was, because Prime 
Minister Rajiv Candbi hitosclf expressed 
regret over press criticism of the President, 
even before Tewari*s allegations were heard 
in the House. 

However, (he fact remains that no action 
has been taken against the erring MP; not 
even a warning has been given That the Lok 
Sabha speaker, Balrare Jakhar, allowed the 
statement despite protests from Madhu 
Dandavate, the Janata Parry Parliament 
chief, and did not expunge the remarlo, also 
indicates that there is more lo this than 
meets the eye. The ^'information** given by 
Tewari is also not correct. He alleged that 
Deedir Singh Bains and Yogi Bhajan Singh, 
two prominent Sikhs who supported the 
sccessinmats abroad, stayad with (he Presi* 
dent at Rashtrapati Bhaven Checking with 
Rashtrapati Bhavan sources. I find that the 
allegation is not true; they never stayed at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan nor is there any record 
of their meeting with the President. The 
union home minister, S.B. Chavan, a few 
days later informed the Lok Sabha that 
according to (he secretary of the President, 
none of the two so>called **Silih extremist" 
leaders had stayed with (he President. Yogi 
Bhajan Singh had met the President during 
a visit in January 1SS3. What Tewari forgot 
10 mention was that when these two Sikhs 
visited India they met both (be former Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi and Reji* Gandhi. 
Bains was publicly honoured at a function 
arranged by Setyapal Minal.tbe Congre&s(l) 
Rajya Sabha meinber. held in the memory of 
Gurmukh Singh Musafir. a former Punjab 
chief minisier. And Rajiv Gandhi was pre< 
sent at a reception host^ by the World Sikh 
CouaciJ*s branch in Delhi to Yogi. But unlike 
^ins, who changed sides after Operation 
Blueitar, Yogi is still an opponent of tbe 
demand for Khalisian and is very keenly 
involved in philanthropic projects in (be 
USA 

I personally think that Zail Singh has 
acted in tbe country's interest after Opera* 
tion Bluasiar. If he had knuckled dovm 
under pressure from the Sikh commumiy 
and resigned, we would have faced more 
than a constitutional cnsis. Yogi Bhajan 
.Singh was one of those who sem a caUe to 
(he President urging him to remain in offke 
for the sake of the country and the Sikh 
community. Beaidas, the Pnwdenrs exam* 
pUry behaviour cama to (he fore when bis 
cavalcade was etOMd on 31 October IBM 
while he was driving down bon the airport 
to the AU India Institute of Uedkal ScMhces 


where Mrs Gandhi's body lying. He 
could have very exsily created an uncomfort¬ 
able siiuatiun for the ruling party (hat day 
by insisting that the Congres^l) Parliamen* 
tary parly elect its leader formally after Mrs 
CarKihi's assassination. Instead, he accepted 
(he Congress Parliamentary Board’s intuna* 
(ion (hat Rajiv Gandhi had the unanimous 
support of the CongresRl) Parliamentary 
party. 

It is because of Giani Zail Singh's msiar* 
ence that he should m no way compromisa 
(he office of the President and the fact that 
he did not step down from iho office of the 
Presidoni after Operation Bluesiar. he has 
had to face a barrage of criticism from the 

* Akalis and a number of other Sikhs. But in 
I spile of this, the President has stood his 
' ground and the threat of excommunication 

by the high priests—a sword which is always 
hanging over hia head—has not made him 
change his stand. The Giant may have at 
, times shown more deference to che high 
priests than he should have as the President 
of this country, but even the President has 
(he n^t to hold bis own religious views and 

• we must not overlook the fact thai he is a 
I deeply religious person. On the whole, he 
I has behaved with restraint and propriety, 
t This is also reflected in (he advice he has 
^ been giving the government. In fact, the 
f recent faux pax over the presentation of 
I awards to servicemen who touk part in 
' Operation Bluestar would not have taken 
I place if the President's advice had been 

I heeded to. He was against the presentation 
of ciiations to arinymen for the “work" (hey 
had done during Operation Bluestar as it 
had meant firing on their countrymen. 

i But often the governmeni't right hand 
does not know what the left hand is doing. 
The message did not reach the people in* 
charge of the publicity and they distributed 
the brochures which had been printed a few 
vreeks earlier in which the citation, as first 
drafted, were handed out. Ar (he investiture, 
no citation presented memioned Operation 
Bluestar, Amritsar or the Golden Temple 
complex. For the bureaucratic bungling that 
faiM to delete these words from the origin* 
a I draft sent to the press, the President had 
to bear the brunt of the blame and the ire of 
his community. 

The President under our Constitution 
holds the highest office in the land, The 
person occup^^g that office demands prop* 
•r respect. Ciani Zai) Singh’s past involve* 
ment in the Punjab tangle may not have 
been above reproach, but the time to take 
that into account was before he was elevated 
to the offke, not now. A campaign againai 
him such as cha one!witnessed inPerlUment 
may injure the office of President of India 
be^nd redemption. 
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OPINJON 


World of Ads 


A dvertising in (ndia has come a 
lone wav (iMS; The Year of the 


^llong way (i9AS; The Year of the 
Ad. 14^20 April). There is a steady 
flow of ad campaigns and its overall 
effect is overwhelming. One writes 
with a *Cee flow sUvcrtlpped ball¬ 
pen/ cats 'Maggie,' the ‘two mi¬ 
nute noodles' and rides a 'Luna* 
which has the disiincnnn of being 
'two out of every five mopeds on the 
ruadK.* With such consumer invulve- 
ment (he ad world is on its way up. 
Aa&hmee Roshon tail, Meerut 


* The cover story was interesting but 
I disagree with some of the remarks 
against BBC serials regarding their 
popularity ratings. Kor instance* 
VamiH Rawal finds the serial Sorry 
pathetic To her thv serial has no 
meaning. But to viewers like me it is 
rhe ttory about a dominating mother. 
U IS a tale about a 41*year old 
bachelor who is over protected about 
by his mother. The son wants free¬ 
dom but the mother objects. Similar 
cases are quite familiar in India, 
where we have |oini families with 
the mother duminaiing over affairs. 
However, it is good (hat new Hindi 
serials have come up. But ii is a pity 
that Doordarshan authorities have 
stopped telecasting foreign serials in 
the process. I would request DiMirdar 
shan authorities to give us more 
variety programmes interspersed 
with BBC and American serials. 1 also 
request Sunday to publish a report 
on All India Radio and its schemes to 
face the growing threat from televi¬ 
sion, 

Syed Kashadath AJi. Calcutta 


•The cover stnrv by Sankarshan Tha- 
kur was educative and informative 
The concept of advertising is chang¬ 
ing but at whose cost? In a develop 
log economy, consumerism should 
not be blown out of profwrtion It 
hurts in many ways—our limited re¬ 
sources wJl suffer and will sow the 
seeds of confusion, frustration and 
embarrassment in the mindv of the 
middle class. Moreover, it will en¬ 
hance the Iais$ea Zaire attitude in our 
young people. 

Rajasii Kant, Hyderabad 


•1 was pained to notice that the issue 
devoted to advertising contained an 
ad which we$ uneesthetic and vulgar 
1 am sure that a journal of Sunday's 
standard can well afford to refuse a 
couple of thousands and reject such 
ads. 

Kamal Mitra, Durgapur 



- 
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liuni/ 1 regret (hat he was wrong in 
prescniMig hiciv Gram Kenyon & 
bckhurdi i\ nm a new face in adver¬ 
tising having bt-en incorporated in 
this ioumiy in 1447. 

S^ndtH-f* Chjudhun, Cakotta 

•I agree with Mudhu Juiii ihar Indian 
TV ci-ri.ils haw arrived with a lung. 
iSe hidijfi. Stf Ittdtitn) I In me-nude 
serials like Humha. Khandaan and 
V«A Jo Hat i^iittUtfu are a welcome 
change from /.ui’v and Ves Mj/ixsrer. 
The Indian TV senaJs have captured 
the heart of the average viewer, and I 
must say. that the 'idiot box.' whose 
only attractKiti was the Sunday film, 
or I he ( 'fiitrahaar. is now a source of 
proper entertainment. The articles 
by Madhu Jam and Ritu Sarin made 
interesting and infrirmative reading. 
A.ru.shii Sarkar. Calcutta 


Religious Beliefs 


K jidip Nayar's assessment of the 
I’ondiiions faced bv the Ahme- 


•While I thank Ashis Mitra of KTA 
fur describing our agency as 'bril* 


ITw’ondjiions faced by the Ahme- 
dias in Pakistan and his plea for 
(oleruDce comes at an appropriate 
lime when the mood in India is 
charged with emotion and anger 
< KMciusivtf. Ahmedias Woes, 31 
March-6 A)>rilt. I fully endrwse his 
view^ of brnad-mindedness and a 
humane acceptance of each other by 
different religious groups. At the 
same time, however. I would bhe to 
clarify certain statements made by 
Mr Nayar which are misleading. 

Mr Nayar asks Why should a 
'Kalima* which celebrates the one¬ 
ness of God. become objectionable if 
it appears in the places of worship of 
the Ahmedias? It is to because the 


Kalima is the password of Islam and 
the gist of whar the religion is. It 
endorses two truths of the religion 
with which each Muslim is familiar: 
that God is one and there is no other; 
and that Mohammad is his prophet 
and i& the last of his messengers. This 
is precisely where the Ahmedias 
break away from the main body of 
Islamic belief. 

The noft<onformcr^ have always 
suffered rejection ai the haniK of 
societv The Ahmedius haw htoken 
away lo reform and make thoir own 
tenets which (he rest of (he Muslim 
world do nol recognise. The Ahme¬ 
dias while lamenting rhe iienimeni 
, given I Cl them, have ui times deliber¬ 
ately cullivaied this 'srpuruieness.' 
They are a united and strong econo¬ 
mic i^roup ami one cantmi refute ihe 
fact lha( rnouv inrelh.-cluals have 
•merged amor them An Islamic 
state like Pakistan with its autocratic 
President is bound to harass them 
and sporting the 'Kdlima* <m badges 
in protest would he purposeless, be¬ 
sides inciting feelings against them. 
This chasm between the two com- 
cnunitiev will not ciisilv be bridged 
With iheirsirotigc-coiiuniv and ciose- 
ly-knii commumti the Ahcri>j(litis 
ought 10 strive for .tn independent 
state. Meanwhile ilu-v should follow 
the saying. 'In Koine do tts the 
Romans do.' 

Nishat Hydcr. fwJkrga 


Shocking-Deal 


T he investigative report by 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya. A 


Classic Bun file (14^20 April), was an 
eye-opener. Prime Minister Kajiv 
Gandhi talks of eliminating corrupt 
tion. but It seems that he is up 
against a wall. The dubious deal to 
purchase computers shocked me 
since the educaiion ministry is in¬ 
volved in ii. 

Svbir l4iiiri, Ctlaitta 


•It wa« disgut-ling lo il«iJ Kiildip 
NayarS arlivle on the Ahmedias li 
seems he does nui know tliai (he 
basics uf UlaitiK faith is not only the 
'Kalima* but also the KVi.r/r/ii-uh 
ambJN (the last Prophvi) Ones Mr 
Nayar know that accoaling (o (he 
Ahmedias, one Mirra Bashir Ahmed 
uf village Qadian in Punjab, whs the 
last Prophet? 1 would like lu inform 
Mr Nayar (hot Muslims and Christ¬ 
ians believe in Jesus (Kaserat I sal 
Yet there is a difference: & Muslim 
accepts him as one of the Prophets, j 
whereas a Christian declares him as ' 
the son of God. | 

5. A. H. Ab>cf/. Marfihvrira (Assam f 
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OPINION 


The Multinational Monster 


T he cover srury on ihe Bhopal gas 
tragedy was comprehensive and 
iJlummating [The Cover-up. 7-13 
Aprd) It thoroughly analysed the 
wide spectrum of the tragedy, the 
longiemi effects and clearly estalv 
lished the cujpabiliiy of the Amer¬ 
ican company, the Indian manage¬ 
ment and the government of Madhya 
Pradesh. The Indian government has 
filed a suit for damages against Un¬ 
ion Carbide in America. But it should 
conce ntrate on rvha bil i r ai i n g t he v ic • 
tims and providing medical aid to 
those suffering. 

/' Otmnd, Vrw De/hi 

• The Bhopal tragedy can only be 
compared lu the devastation at 
Hiroshima ’I'he afiei math at Bhopot 
In more dangerous and catastrophic. 
After the tragedy. 1 hope the govern 
meiii will not grant permits to such 
killer-industries without checking up 
on saieiy measures It is even more 
shameful tiuii many pc>uple died due 
to lack of proper mcHlical aid. Thanks 
to Sl'SitAv for iheeye-oftener iwticu- 
lady the post mortem report by Kitu 
Sarin 

Prahhiikar /’atja, Kr^r.ipur fUr^eal 

P Unfortunately, the developing and 
under deveJopH countries of the 
Third World are the worst sufferers 
due ui lack of adeguale pollution- 
control devices and efficient mainte¬ 
nance systems In factories like those 
in the devalopeU countries. Union 
Carbide caniioi avoid Us moral re¬ 
sponsibility ano should give full com¬ 
pensation. though no amount nf com- 
pensiJtinn would be adequate for the 
loss of life and property in Bhopal. 
Afff. Bhubaneshwar 



A peemeierf baby bera la Bhopal | 


• Cungratulatioiis lo Si anAV for ihe i 
superb cover story. However, we 
would like to make some clarilica- 
lions on Riiu Sarin's article ,S('ant 
ReUef where she makes a staiemeni ' 
about Kish ore Bharaii's involwmeni i 
in the Jctiviiies m Bhopal 
Although It IS true that Dr .Sadgop 
al IS a senior member of the Kishore 
Bharati, hi* along with a few other | 
members of the group decided to [ 
work in Bhopal in iheir individual 
capacity. As such they do not repre 
sent Kishore Bharati. To work efiec 
lively, these persons together with a 
number of local activists from Bhopal 


IndoBangladesh Relations 


M j. Akbar's snide remarks at 
Enayetullah Khan was not in 
good tasre (Date/ine. 31 March^^ 
April). Many in the Indian print 
media suffer from a wrong mental 
fixation about Enayetullah Khan and 
assume that he is a habitual India- 
baiter. But most Bangladeshis feel 
that Enayetullah Khan and his news¬ 
paper, Hohday, picked up enough 
courage to expose Indian perfidy 
over the sharing of war booty left 
behind by the vanquished Pakistani 
army as well as criticise the plunder 
indulged in by Indian merchants 
with the help of their indigenous 
cdllaborators when Bangladesh’s eco> 
notny was in ruins. Hdidoy had lo 


pay for its conviction when the paper ! 
was closed down and its editor jailed. { 
On resunpeion, Holiday picked up j 
cudgels over New Delhi's hesitancy \ 
(o hand over to Bangladesh the Tin 
Bigha corridor despite a signed 
accord as well as Indie's refusal to i 
give Bangladesh its due share of the 1 
Conga waters. Holiday also criticised | 
lodie's deciskm to erect e barbed 
wire fence along the Assam-Bangla 
border. Bangladesh seeks good 
neighbourly relations with India. U 
Indo-Bengledesb relations have not 
come up CO eipeciaiions* Ihe fault 
lies with India. 

Murad Ali Xader, CA/rtagong fBang- 

jadcehl 


and other viues decidcsJ to launch a 
front. ZahrccH (>ds Kand Monha 
The Morchil comprises engineers, 
lawyers, diwu^rs, siicntlsis und some 
members of iht* kishore Bharati. The 
More ha has been raising issues of 
immediate intere'ti such as proper 
medical care. adcH|uate compensa¬ 
tion loi (he victims, removal of the 
Union Carbide factory, fiiianciai re¬ 
lief during the period uf joblessness 
as well us other issues of far-reaching 
significance. The More ha worked to 
inform the poor about iheir rights in 
the lace of such a crisis and mobilise 
them in an organised manner 
through rallies, dfiarna.-*, gheranes 
and other means of protest. The 
dhditiH menrioned in the article was 
jusi one of them. Km h aviiviiies were 
noi cfHiducied by the members of the 
Sangliarsh Morcha alone or by 
^'activists of Kishnre Bharati " In 
fact, mosi f»f the people Hiaging dhur- 
ria* were rr>>i dents of f»art/s and 
VIC 11 ms of the gas leak, who were 
mobilised by members of Morcha. 
This docs nor mt'an that Kishore 
Bharati dues not support the Mor* 
cha's activities 

Or- Susht} Nos/iungahad 

t Madhya Pr Co-ordinator, 

Xrshure Bharat t 

0 Union Girbidc can in no way shrug 
off Its responsibility for the Bhopal 
fall out. Bui the question is: Can the 
Indian governcneni do so cither?. The 
government’s ignorance about the 
faulty design of the plant is unpar¬ 
donable. How can the MP govern- 
meni explain their negligence in 
checking the safety measures of the 
UCL plant regularly? Why in the first 
place was UCL allowed lo sh up a 
plant 10 produce a deadly ga 2 like 
MIC in such a densely-populated 
place? These are questions to be 
answered by the Indian authorities 
and not by the UCL 
Subir Lahtri, Catcuua 
o The Case Agahrsi Carbide gives 
the readers an impression that the 
safety fanor was either overlooked 
or neglected by the parent company. 
The C6I report also indicated that 
the safety factor was ignored. There 
was also a lacuna in the working of 
the state go^emmenr which granted 
a licence without adequate checks 
regarding the safety measures. Poss¬ 
ibly, the name and fame of Union 
Carbide gave the stare officials the 
stamp of trust. The trust has been 
shaken. 

Shyamat Cuptt, Burdwgn (Wast ' 

Beitgo/) I 






OPINION 


Identifying the *Hidden Hand* 


T he* uuthur of A Peritnl of Fear and 
Vneertainty (17^23 March) 
rightly felr ug^rieved over the 'suiS' 
liinTt of ihc Central Secretariat Ser¬ 
vice* bein^ allowed to continue to 
live iinJ work in Delhi 1 have been 
informed that the Assistants get 
ihemsulves promoted as section 
officers in a short span of IS to 16 
I yeurv. These section officers then 
'mAiiaKc' to lufcome under secretar 
^rade that would normally jtu 
to the IAS officers who are rotting m 
the slut vs The greed of these assis 
I turns do not end there. They come up 
I the Udder alarmingly fast to hold 
such nroMigiuus posts like those of 
deputy secretaries, directors and i 
jcuni secretaries. 

Arup Pitm. New Dethi 

e 1 he article highlight»the doings of 
rhM “hidden hand** without identify 
Inu U. The last paragraph of the 
write up gives the impression that 
the "hidden hand" belong to the 
ufluers of the Central Secretariat 
Service (CSS) which, if true, is « 
reflect ion on the whole set*up. All 
the |K>srs of .secretaries, additional 
secretaries and IfS per cent of the 
poMs uf joint secretaries are held hy 
members of services nthei than the 
CSS. Then how can members of the 
CSS manipulate senior postings as 
alleged by the author? 
f. l^b. New OeSht 

e After having dwelt at length on the 
doings of the 'Orwellian eye' and 
I the 'hidden hand* the author jumps 
to the astonishing conclusion that the 
‘hidden hand* belongs to the officers 
of the CentiAl Secretariat Service 
who have 'continued to stay in Delhi 
throughout their career, formed an 
old boys* network in every ministry' 
making 'subtle moves to man all the 
se<^tanat posts upto the level of 
secretary.’ 

At the outset, it may be pointed out 
that initial recruitment to the Cen¬ 
tral Secretariat Service is made not 
only at the level of assistant but also 
at the level of section officer throMfli 
the same ekaminatioo by which IAS 
and other central services officers 
are recruited. Having joined the ser* 
vice through the same examination* 

the CSS officers ss>eDd many more 
years to reach the position of deputy 
secretaries and directors than those 
in the other central services. Thus, 
their continuous stay at Delhi is at 
the cost of their career and protBo< 
tion The IAS officers have systernal 1- 
calJy tried to surpress them by 


shrewd moves like denying promo¬ 
tion 10 them even when they are due. 
Unlike the lAS and other services 
who earn iheir right to promotion 
over time. CSS officers have to go 
through a rigorous selection for 
promotion at all levels. But, ever 
after they have been *horoughlv 
screened and selected by tue campe 
tent selection ctunmittees. they are 
not assured of a placement. Pheir 
names are circulate among var^nis 
ministries along with those of oftio- 
era of other services. It is the sweet 
will of a secretary to pick or leject an 
officer of the CSS for e vacancy in his 
depannent. 

I As a result, many officeis who ere 

i eligible for promotion having been 
selected by a committee of as many 
as four secretaries, may not find 
placement for as long as cwo years. 
The effect of this policy of denial of 
promotion opportunities to the CSS 
officers has been that their number 
in the higher echelon in the secretar* 
lai has been constantly going down 
whereas in 1972 they held 9 8 i^r 
cent of the appointments of juint 
secretaries and above, the figure 
came down to 1.9 per cent in 1983 
Out uf 99 secnrtaries, there are none 
belonging to the CSS: the last CSS 
officer to reach that level was A J. 
Kldwai who retired a decade ego. 
.gmong the 121 additional secretar¬ 
ies. there is only one CSS officer and 
oui of 392 joint secretaries, only five 
belong to the CSS. 

As regards unknown persons being 
appointed to important piists, the 
mysterious Mr Bhora is none other 
than B B. Vohra, who retired as pet¬ 
roleum secretary and there should be 
no surprise if he was appointed as 
chairman of the advisory board on 
energy. Again, it has been stated that 
H, K. L Kapoor retired as ch lef secret • 
ary. Gujarat ‘more than a decade 
ago' whereas he retired only in 


March 1983. In any case, both these 
ufficlals were illustrious members of 
the IAS fraternity and it is only they 
who would be interested in finding 
pusiiions for their erstwhile col- 
IcapueH. Surely it could nut have 
been the 'hidden hand.’ 

Before an IAS afficei is deputed to 
ihe centre, his consent is obtained. 
No ufficer is sent on deputation un¬ 
less he IS interested. If the IAS 
officers feel that dislocation of their 
family hfe and children's education 
is so great, they are under no compul¬ 
sion to come to the centre. However, 
there must be obvious advantages in 
coining to Delhi because there is 
always a queue of officers and must 
of them ute all oossible means to get 
a tenure at the ct.ntre. 

The role of an IAS officer in a 
developing econumy is more impor¬ 
tant in the states where large-scale 
development projects and schemes 
are underway to improve the lot uf 
(he common man. The Central Secre- 
uriar Service officers were exiiected 
10 provide continity and assist in the 
formulation uf higher policy for the 
administration of the nation. The IAS 
and central services were intended 
lu bring in some field experience and 
knowledge uf ground conditions to 
the process of policy formulation. 
Unfortunately, with the passage of 
lime the role of the CSS Is being 
relegated to unimportant functions 
of administration and house keeping. 
The lime has now come when (he 
department of personnel and admi¬ 
nistrative reforms ^ould sit up and 
examine the role and performance of 
not only the CSS but also the Cetral 
Administrative Pool which was once 
formed and later disbanded. I am 
sure the highly complex policy¬ 
making function requires officers 
with long experience and knowledge 
of prec^ents and rules. 

Sunndei Kapur. New Delhi 


Sitaram Kesri is Clean 






«£ 


jagtehal it totally ustfewdad aad 
aiiachJevoot, lo tty the \nat 
am Xeari to be Jte uiO f w/ f, 24 rebf^ 
arj 2 March). The mabdous r«p^ 
bM 900^ to hetag a tiur to tha fair 
rone cv toee functioaariat to tha 
AKCfl). 

Weodiea to say. the AICCa) b 0 
boMkhiDdUng ftt publidcy fn a saei- 
cokw vaimar aftd with a etry hU 
of rotpoeeibiliiy. kaapMgM 


tine with :the highott tradftlont M 
th« ptnf hmctsoolng. 

•He irreapoaiibla aUegatfon eC. 
befog a heaefidery in aicUMttVp' 
dealt aggiiitt so )m» a penon tei 
Sri Siuraa Kaarl i» bwThWi 
Knri It a perton -of Ufh 
«od hu atletM SO yean of 


bMUad Mm. 
MkaafVgramsMP. 
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OPINION 


1 


The Akalis Should Reciprocate 


T he special report, Punjab: The 
End Came (24~30 March), was 
illuminating but one cannot digest 
the idea that Site ram Kesri was be* 
hind the appointment of Arjun Singh 
as Governor of Punjab. In fact, Rajiv 
Gandhi is an able and shrewd admi* 
nistrator as he has proved it in a 
short span of six months. 

R Sahay. Calrurra 

• The central government's deter 
mination to solve the Punjab prob* 
km has been amply demonstrated in 
the special report The Punjab (angle 
needs a political solution and the 
government has taken bold mitia- 
tlves hoping the Akalis will recipro* 
cate. The appointment of Arjun 
Singh as Governor is a master stroke 
of pulitical shrewdness. However, 
the Akalis still continue their con- 
frontanist attitude and with the re¬ 
lease of the A kill leaders eiremisi 
activities appear to have gained 
fillip. 

P (jovind. Sew Mhi 

e Concrete steps have been taken tn 
rescue the Punjab problem by way of 
releasing Sant Longowal and seven 
other Akali leaders and ordering an 
iruiuiry Into the November riots by 
Rajiv Gandhi. He has invited the 


^ Author’s Plight 

hi.s has referetice to Narendra 
Kumar's letter PuWrshcr's Hight 
(Opinion, 7-li April) 1 do nut know 
whether I tall in the category whom 
the Buchoc calls “penple with ignor¬ 
ance or prejudice maligning pub¬ 
lishers and hence far more sinned 
against than sinning!" 

I am working in an acedemic in- 
.stitution and since the career of a 
person in oil acedemic institutions is 
based on the pnn«'iple “publish •*)* 
perish'’ I had the misfortune of fjc- 
ing the “magnanimous behaviour" of 
one of the publishers. In 197b, ] 
wrote a book, Pei>:pectives on Indian 
Banking, which was published by 
Popular Prakashan. Though the first 
edition of this book is out of print, 
the publishers (R.G. Bhatkal is the 
proprietor) did not have the cour¬ 
tesy, inspiie of my repeated requests, 
to give me the royalty or the author’s 
complimentary copies of the book 
even after ten years. 

Now, will NarendraKumar^arepre* 
sentative of the publishers, pess a 
judgement on me as to whether 1 am 
jgtMrast or prejudiced and malign¬ 
ing the publishers? 

Copei L XarknJ, Bombay 


Akalis to the negotiating table which 
IS a step in the right direCTion. It is 
lime Sant Ixiiigowal buried the 
hatchet and psoved thache isamoder 
ate in the leai sense of the term. 
Religious sentiments should never 
be giver, bide importance when the 
unity of our nation is at siake 
5. Jayaraj. Cinmbatore 

• After the various steps the Prime 
Mliiisrer ha*, taken to solve the Pun¬ 
jab tongk since he assumed ofdce in 
.lanuarv one cannot blame the 
goveinmeiic if the Akalis do not 
respond to his overtures Kirst. he set 
up the cabinet sub-comnuitev con¬ 
sisting of senior cabitiei ministers. 
wh(> were responsible for hearing out 
the AkdIK in pnrl icular and the Sikhs 
in general Next, he released Sant 
Hanhond Singh bmgowal and other 
Sikh leaders This was an erittiely 
political decision. It was aimed ai 
renewing talks with the Akalis To 
Sturt negoTiarioiis afresh, he also 
•ippointed .\ijun as the (hiv- 

eniur of Punjab But it seems that tlie 
Akdiis are either terrified of terror- 
isis,or are them w ives leriorists They 
should have condemned ihe deahts 
of Hindus in Punjab. 

Rajenh Sahas-. Itaianbiigh 


Lively Calcutta 

I did not understand what Sunil 
Dutta wanted to convey through 
his photofeaiure, CaUvtta. Cafeutta 
(14.^20 April). I have noticed over 
the years that lensmen in Calcutta 
are over anxious to depict only the 
uglier side of iheir city. I would have 
appreciated an assortment of the 
go^ and (he bad side of Calcutta. 
S K- Basu. Calcutta 

• The PM had labelled Calcutta as *a 
dying city.' And now Sunday pub¬ 
lishes a photoessay of only the mur¬ 
kier side of the city. It was throughly 
unfair as the magazine liked aU its 
citiaens derives its life and breath 
from Calcutta. 

Mrinal Kundu. Belut (WB) 

• Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s re* 
mark that Calcutta was dying was not 
an exaggeration as the photographs 
reproduced in Sunday wall be^ out. 

The reaction of the ruling Left Front 
government was that of one with a 
guilty conscience. Rver since the pre¬ 
sent government came to power 
seven years ago, the city is dying a 
slow death due to leek of planning 
and development 
MS. BinghaJ, Cgkutta 


Privilejfed Minority 

( read Khushwani Singh's uriicii-s 
with inieresi for he* always has 
somerhing new to say But of laie I 
• find that he ic suffering from a ' 
Mi'nor/rv Complex {Cossip S'ivt'rr and 
Sour, 17—2i Maich) I differ with his 
view that everywhere m the world 
the minoriiv community u h.ira>sed. 

I do mit know much abmii whai is 
happening in the rest of the world, 

> but as far as my couiiirv is con¬ 
cerned, (he minority communities 
enjoy special privileges. If we keep 
on harping on majority and minority 
interests, the cuncepi of ndiimial 
integration will remain a pipe dream. 
Param Hans Singh. Arrah 

a EJectoraJ Refoms Swet-r 

and Stiur. 2^—30 March) mnde u very 
pertinent suggesti.^n. Mom of the 
voters are ill iterate Atij theivfore 
nm capable of differentiating be* 
tween poliiical ideologies. A couple 
of rupees is sufficient lo buy voies 
Isn't this a mockery of demnciacy? 

S. Saidu, Smdn 


_World Champions i 

Z ahver Abbas paid a fitting tribute 
to the Indian cricket team tor 
winning the Rothmans Cup at Shar¬ 
jah ('India hay Qualified as the V/r 
diMputed Champfuxiv of Oni' day 
Cricket.* 37—23 March). Howevei, 
the report was conspicuous by the 
absence of any good pictures. 

Paniaj Basil, JaJpaiguri 

• Congratulations to the Indian team 
for winning the Benson and Hedges 
and the Rothmans touriiametit. 
While Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev and 
Ravi Shastri weic behind the victor¬ 
ies, the rest cannot be underesti* 
mated If the Indians keep up the 
team spirit they had displayed m 
Australia and Sharjah, 1 am sure that 
many mnre honours will com*. u> 
(hem. ‘ 

G.V. Phaniraj Kishore. Hyderabad 

e Zaheer Abbas's word of caution 
\ Ibat India is not necessarily the best 
ream in tlie world stems from his 
jealousy a* nur success. Winning two 
major cournaments is certainly not a 
fluke or a ' patch of gorx) fortune." 
The sincerity and dedication of the 
Indian players earned them ibe vie* 
cories, Srinjo> Chowdhury’s tribute 
to Jimmy Amvnath was also befk- 
cing (Amamathr Mr Consistent). If 1 
were given the choice, 1 would have 
chosen Amarnath ro lead India after 
Gavaskar Instead of Kapil Dev, 
Framod Stboo, Chirimiri (MF) 
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POLICE Vs PEOPLE 


! What br'KUil an an rind-rcson'dHon ugilation in the /irst week □/ March and Jed to 
I comnnttHil riots hv Ihr? nnddle of /^pril, hos token o new twist today, It is now a hoftJe 
I l>chv<}efn die poJir.e urn/ the' peopJo. ivilh the former setlinM m<iw records in brulolily. 

' J-oJ/dwin^ f/ic (Jcnlh ol o ccnisfnhh? diirin« noting in Ahnmdohod, (»u/orars policemen 
took thi^ Jriiv Into Ihernnvii Jinndsond. hmokingno intcTlci'ence. wfinl on o 
rdinpoge.'. nicM ilcsslv iicoting op helpless peopleond prt?gnont nomrm Jooirngand 
dos(nj\'ing shops and horning down me*dro estahJj.shments. It ivns nJtimotely (h(^ 
(irmy o}\n' <rgoiii - h hich luni to lw‘cnMct/ in to nisfore o .sf‘nihhinc<‘of norinnlcy. /\l( 
iJn^ n luJechh'f niiiiisfer Modhnwsinh Sohinki end his government, n hich lios lost its 
oJiilit^' to nrle. rYditsed to admit the truth or discifdinc llut policemen. 

Instcod th(M hiel mlnisfer htis dedendod the lawmen and hhnned (1 media for 
jnvo'oking (lumt. So.vdav cormspondenis report from Ahmcilahad. 




\ 




Army penoond piMri4flni ll» widM cHy ¥ Ahm*4iM 




(OVtR STORY 


T he 2Sth of April was the tenth 
day of continuing violence in 
Abmedabad. For most of that 
time the city lived indoors 
under curfew. Sporadic incidents 
claimed more than three dtnen lives, 
hundreds of others were injured and 
thousands left homeless. The police 
had revolted, beaten, burnt and kil 
led. Its c<mtro] room at the Shahihag 
police .headquarters had collapsed, 
the army hod been called m und the 
entire government had been forced 
to shift to the Circuit House annexe 
where the army set up iu own control 
rouni. Bur there was nn breakdown of 
law and oidor in Ahmedabad. be¬ 
cause police commissioner R.K Jha 
said so. He has liis own scales some¬ 
where and all these things put 
icigeiher did not quite measure up to 
be colled a breakdown or the law and 
order i^ilualion. “When did law and 
order break down in Alimedabad? 
Where? ** he shm back when asked 
why rhinus had gone out ol hand 
LXMihs have occiurtd, he agreed, the 
police <JkI indulge* m noting, curfew 
was in furec, rhe ai my was out on the 
streois hm did hiw and order break 
down? Nn. when? The police commis¬ 
sioner's face breaks into a smile. 


siiuaiKin in my citv is impiv- 
ving. nothjne wrung." On the floor 
above in ihe Circuit House annexe 
sits chief ninicter Madhavsmh 
Soianki, surruuiidod bv hU cabinei 
colleagues, smiling. p<»sing for photo¬ 
graphers. He IS iuM l>ack after heing 
chased out by angry lefugee^ at the 
Bapunaga. rs*liei <amp shnuiiiig sit»- 
gans at “Solatiki wapas uau 
(Soianki, gu hack)" He had gone 
there to offer solace but had i» 
return hurriedly liad rhe security 
iiol been so tight ihe irate refugees 
would have roughed him up. When 
asked hoM his visit iv the icfiigt^e 
camp weni Soianki said* "Baluii 
achha Mha in wvm wrv welli.*' 1h;u 
in itself wHv a com men r mi the gov¬ 
ern mem’s ait nude to the Ahmeda 
bad situation Nnihiiig out ol ilie 
ordinary has ha|>pviu*d m ilu> uiwn 
Whatever lias js liccause ot ilu- 
"rumour-niungci |>iess" which blew 
things out of prnikiriion. Did the 
police do anything wrong*' If n did it 
was rmlv bt'cause the force was “ex 
cited and Ues*i>lv distuiKed’ jlumt 
the adverse coveragi* it got in the 
press. '‘Lei the p<dKe do its work, 
cooperate with n" was rhe xppeal 
being seni out by rhe guvernment 


"After all." said police coinmissioiu-r 
.fha, "policemen are only public ser¬ 
vants. Their interest i.s the interest of 
the people." Iliese public servants, 
the custodians of law and order had 
fur days plundered and pillaged 
Ahmedabad. unleashed terror on i)ie 
l»euple to "restore peace." 

The police in Ahmedabad has itself 
hccuinc a force nf ann-siKial ele- 
Rietiis. Ic was a force whose belliger¬ 
ence needed restraining bv the army. 
"Armv harv.i /enge {we will have the 
.limy removed)," is rhe IxTest warn¬ 
ing iieing used on the pC'Ople by the 
ludicvand ii works Thai would leave 
ihe police alone to do its "public 
seivice." How long, ask policemen 
upenly. will the army remain here. 
Yuu have to fact* us one day. Ahme- 
dabad lives cnn^tanily under that 
threat 

The Gujarat governmeni is nut 
wrung when it savs the police force is 
angry and agitated over happenings 
in Ihe la^i few weeks Nevertheless, 
the reasons given fur the rise in the 
u-mpers of ihe police are subject lo 
question. Soianki says ihe press is 
carrying out a campaign againiu him 
for nu good reason an akhhtri aan 
dedan characterised by falsehood and 
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•ug^rsiUm. The result, according 
CO him was simple; the police could 
bear the "attacks" no longer and 
naturally reacted Hts police, the 
Cujnrat chief minister maintains, is 
not to blame; it only responded 
naturally Rut was it "falsehood and 
exaggeration" that so pic^ued the 
AhmedaUad pulicv or was it some* 
thing else? In a couple of cases 
reports m the local press did appear 
exaggerated One such concerned 
the alleged entry uf the police into a 
temple m Saruspur while chasing a 
group of anti rescrvationist demon¬ 
strators on 10 April. The local ver¬ 
nacular press said that the police had 
broken open the gates of the temple 
and violated the sanctity of the holy 
place which was not exactly the case 
The police had gone to the temple, it 
had broken open one gate but never 


entered it as reports suggested, ^lat, 
hotvgver. would be all as fair as 
exaggeration goes. There are a series 
of other incidents for which (he 
police had nobody but itself to blame 
for the * adverse publicity* it got ia 
the press. It could not even use the 
Saraspur incident as an excuse for its 
violent b^aviour. It began its terror 
tactics much earlier. 


and Commerce College on Ashram 
Road. Here too, it was the police chat 
reached first and locked the pre¬ 


O n 7 April the Akhil Gujarat Vali 
MahamandaL theoraanisation of 


m^Mahamandal, the organisation of 
parents leading the anti-reservation 
agitation with the Navrachna Samiii 
of Students, had called its meeting at 
the Sanghvi High School in the Nav< 
rangpura locality of Abmedabad, be¬ 
fore the delegates could assamUJe 
there, the police cordoned off (he 
school, forcing the Vali MahatnandaJ 
to shift the venue to the K.K. Am 


mises. 

All this, without any provocation 
from the Vali Mahamandal leaders— 
(he government just seemed deter¬ 
mined not to let the meeting be held. 
Harried, the Vali Mandal leaders 
than reached the Indian Medical 
Association (IMA) hall but were 
allovred in only on three conditions; 
voices should not be raised, police 
should be allowed in, nobody would 
clap. The Vali Mahamandal leaders 
agreed but even as they were discus¬ 
sing (heir programme of action, a 
violent pro-reservaiionist crowd 
stormed in. disrupted the meeting 
and beat up Vali Mahamandal mem¬ 
bers How such a violent mob man¬ 
aged to get into the IMA hall despite 




i 

» 
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the heavy poUce bandobust siiU re> 
mains a mystery. 

Even before this, in the first days 
of April, an incident had taken place 
in Aaarwi, a labour colony near 
Ahmedabad*s civil hospital. The 
police had picked up some boys of 
the Municipal School and beaten 
them up about which residents of 
Asarwa complained to the police 
commissioner, B.K. Jha, on S April. 
In their complaint they named depu¬ 
ty commissioner of police, Ra>an 
Priyedershi, superintendent of 
police, J.S. Jadeja and inspector Cha¬ 
wed. Just as the petitioners were 
returning from the office of the 
police commissioner, the police 
chased them and let loose their 
/arhrs. Among those most seriously 
Injured were women who were pul¬ 
led out from their houses in Aserwa 



and caned in broad daylight. On 
being presented witb a petiikni, the 
Cujarat High Coun banned the entry 
of these policemen in the Aserwa 
area which, say apologists of the 
Solenki government, created a lot of 
‘'resentmeni'* in the police. 

The Aserwa incident was the first 
real eaposure of the police tactics 
and from then onwards things began 
moving in a vicious cycle. A ''deeply 
hurt** police force lo^ it out on the 
city and reports in the press only 
compounded the ^injury to their 
sentiments,” by the middle of April 
the cause and effect chain had 
sparked off incidents all over Ahme- 
dabad. Specially affected vrere loca- 
lilies in the walled city: Astodia, 
Raipur, Raikhad, Manek Chowk and 
Khadia. And then came the biggest 
blow for the police. On 20 April, the 
• High Court, on e petition submitted 
by 8JP MIA Ashok Bhett and others, 
banned the entry of certain police 
officials into these areas and ordered 
an enquiry into alleged polKe exces¬ 
ses The enquiry was to ^ conducted 
by R.F. Rach<^. secretary in the 
revenue department of the Gujarat 
government end J.N Bhatt. registrar 
of the Gujarat High Court and sub¬ 
mitted by 2S April. The police was 
incensed. The final spark came on 
the rooming of 22 April while the 
two-member team was conducting 
the enquiry in the Raipur area. Head 
constable L^juran Desai was knived 
and killed by someone in the crowd. 

By 12.30 pm. when Laamen Desai 
succumbed to his injuries in the 
Vadilal Sarabhai hospital, tha Ahme 
dabad police was on the rampage. A 
proce ss ion of policeinen coming out 
of the hospital set fire to a row of 
shops, paired stones at anything and 
everything, looted commertial com¬ 
plexes, stopped vehicles and set 
them ablase. At the Shahibag police 
headquarters, the control room col 
lapsed end policcmeo threw down 
their ems, ran out and joined others 
in loot and arson. Among their first 
targets was the Gujant Samechai 
building which they destroyed. They 
then moved to the Jansatta Bbawaiu 
the office of the Indian Express and 
yansarra and tried to set fire to it. 
The building, however, was left vir¬ 
tually untouched as the army 
reach^ it in time. Both newspapers 
had one thing in common: ih^ had 
reponed in detail the excesses com¬ 
mitted by the police in Ahmedabad 
oty 


K hadii is in the heart of the 
walled dey of Ahmedabad, a de¬ 
nsely popuiarad, labyrinthiae local- 
iri built in pre<olofual days. ICha- 
dLa*s P^cha has always bMn anti- 
Estabiishmeot. During the revolt of 


1857. Tantia Tope had directed op¬ 
erations from here for a while. A 
century later, during the Quit India 
movemeni of 1942, Khadia had be¬ 
come such a pain for the British that 
the imperial government had 
ordered it to be "razed down.'* Even 
they did not succeed R.K. Vashish 
tha. commandant of (he second bri¬ 
gade of (he Stale Reserve Police 
(SRP) wented to. He had old scores 
to settle with the people of Khadia. 

On IS April there had been clashes 
in Khadie which the police said were 
communal. But that does not seem to 
have been the case. What had hap¬ 
pened wes that around 7.00 pm a 
police party had gone to raid the den 
of Ealam Dade, a bootlegger in Khat- 
kiwed. e Muslim locelity near Kha* 
dia. But they were chased away. An 
hour later, the raid parry (some loc¬ 
als maintain it was not a raid but an 
attempt to squeeze <njt /infra (illegal 
cess, from the bootlegger) went 
again to Khatkiwad. This time they 
were chased away, toe. When real- 
dents of Khedia taw the police and 
(he residents of Khatkiwad running 
towards them, (hey thought it was an 
attack They clashed The police 
fired 47 rounds, and five were killed. 
Khedia, volatile as it is, remained 
disturbed. 

But peace returned on 17 April 
when residents and the police, under 
command of DCP Mohapatra, 
"pledged truce" and exchanged 
sweets. Then suddenly things went 
haywire. Even as Mohapatra was 
reassuring the people, R.K. Vashish- 
the arrived along with his SRP bri¬ 
gade. determined to teach the resi¬ 
dents of Khadie a Jesson. He had 
suddenly been deputed lo replace 
Mohapatra. Vashishtha. after all. was 
the man who had the right creden¬ 
tials: a "professional" when ii comes 
to handling riots He has in fact, been 
used by the Solanki government to 
quell (hem on several occasions since 
1980. It was he who had "handled" 
the anti-price rise agitation in Kha¬ 
dia in 1980. His brigade immediately 
laid siege end the SRP men launched 
the attack with cries of "Phoonk do 
IChadfane (burn down Khadia).” The 
solid, ancient gates of Khadia were 
rammed open by SRP vehicles and 
the cops went from house lo house, 
looting, manhandling and ransack¬ 
ing Prom the Chowk watched R.K. 

Vashishtha. bitting in an easy chair, a 
carbine on his lap: the praud execu¬ 
tor of "Operation Khadia.” once a 
plan of the imperial British govern¬ 
ment itself. Journalists wanting to 
see him while the operation wai 
going on were told by SRP men: 
"Saheb ni mijaj bahut gsram chHe, 
tana khatma /ionec'/ihe(Siheb it in e 
very bad mood, do you want to die)?" 
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Gujarat’s Lawless Lawmen 


tf IThey have killed my baby. I hdd 
I reared journalism in Cu>arat 
for year!*, ihey killed h in one 
chot,” sttiil Shantilal Shah, editor of 
dujmot Satnachar. the largest selling 
daily in the state. He kept on repeat- 
injt the word» as he moved about 
amidst the rums i»f the three* 
storeyed Lok Prakashan Bhawan. 
T>v<i days after a mob of irate police¬ 
men had set it ablaze, parts of the 
hu tiding were still smouldering The 
press, black with soot, was still stuffy 
wiih smoke, and the editorial section 
whieh huU hes-u ransacked, still 
ihroiihed with the heat that had 
ruv.iged dosens of photocomposing 
lermmah and the entire dark room 
eijuipmetu. The basement right be¬ 
low was a stuck of ash: roll upon roll 
< burnt newsprint. And beside it, in 
. shed that looks no more like one 
iiMW. the lino type units reduced to a 
iiHup of Mrrap. 1'h« place is all ash, 
Miot and twisted metal. It took only 
IS minuies to wri^ck the work of 4$ 
years 

itujiirjt Sitmaihar was one of the 
first laigeis of organised police vio* 
lence when they struck work and 
went berserk on 22 April. A little 
after 1.00 pm that day, poljcemen 


arrived at (he Gujarat Semachar 
building in Khanpur in a van and two 
jeeps and started beating up the 
security guards and watchmen. Hiey 
then rammed their vehicles into tb« 
locked gate. Once inude. the orgy 
began. Eight vehicles, a doten scoo¬ 
ters and motorcycles bekmging to 
(he staff were burnt dowii Other 
policemen rushed in with stones and 
Molotov cocktails and set the press 
on fire. When Shantilal Shah tried lo 
protest from his office window on rtic 
first floor, a was thrown al'hloi. 
portunately. it hit the glass pafie 
The 74^year<ld editor escaped with 
minor Kratches but some of his siaf- 
fers in the press were badly roughed 
up hy the mob. The first wave left 
after doing initial damage Than 
came (he second attack, this time a 
much stronger one. which drove right 
into the Imo type press at the far end 
of the compound, and set fire lo it 
with petrol and engine oil. Outside 
the gates, another group kept fire 
engines, which Shantilal Shah had 
summoned, from coming in. The fire¬ 
men were held hy the police at 
gunpoint while their brethren were 
busy finishing off whatever fu- 
cnained of (he press. The fire engines 
did finaJly come in but only after the 


army arrived and the damage had 
been done. The loss, according to 
initial estimates, runs into Rs seven 
crores. 

All efforts to call help failed. Said 
Smritibehn, managing director of 
Lok Praksshan and daughter-in-law 
of Shantilal Shah: '^There was not 
one place that we did not try. Right 
from the office of the home minister 
and the chief secretary to (he office 
of ihe police comminsioner but no* 
body seemed to be anywhere. It was 
asif everyihmghad collapsed." She 
along with bci two teenaged sons and 
a sick aunt were trapped on the top 
floor of (ha holding whete (he Shuhs 
live. "The eni«'e place was choking 
with gas and we didn't know what to 
do. We could not go down the sioirs 
since it was all on fire... Ultimately, 
we had to go down the fire brigade 
ladder... My God, they would have 
killed Ufi (hat day," said Smritibehn. 
still dau*d by the experience. 

Shantilal Shah and oihcrs in the 
editorial and manageria] sections too 
had to jump duwn feci Into the 
backyard because the pul ice’mob 
had blocked the front entrance. "U 
was a very wcll planned operation,'* 
said Shantilal Shah, "timed so well 


by vMmi 


.Shantilal Shah, adlter of G^Jaeat 















that even the rescue teems came in 
when they had seen to it that every* 
thing had been destroyed.” He mein* 
tains that the attack was planned and 
executed by the Solanki government. 
“This is only an indication of haw 
brutal and vindictive Solanki can be. 
For the lest two years we have been 
fighting against the corruption and 
inefficiency of this government and 
this is what they have given us. They 
wanted smugglers to run the govern¬ 
ment, we opposed it and look how 
Solanki has replied.” Shah has no 
doubts that chief minister Madhav- 
sinh Solanki* once himself a Cu/arei 
SamachBf staffer, personally gave 
the go*ahead for the destruction of 
his newspaper. 

Cujirat Samachar has long been a 
critic of the Madhavasinh Solanki 
govemmanr, taking it tv task at ev. 
ery opportunity. Relations between 
two deteriorated further when the 
paper exposed in detail the financial 
scandal of Jaikrishna Mrugesh. a 
businessman believed to be very 
close to the <>ujarat chief minister. 
All through the anti-reservation 
agitation too. the Gujarat Samai;h$r 
had been folJovmgwhai it called an 
“independent attitude" and reported 
extensively on police atrocities being 
carried out in various parts of the 
state. Early in April. Shantilal Shah. 
hi9 sons, Shreyans Shah and Eahuba* 
li Shah, and his daughterin law had 
received several threats ro their lives 
if they ”did not stop the false anti- 
government propaganda. “ The Shahs 
had repeatedly requested fur secur¬ 
ity arrangements in view of the 
threats but they never came. "Why 
would they give us security when 
they themselves were hatching plans 
to burn alive?” asked Shantilal 
Shah. 

The police assault on Cujarat 
Samachar was not an accident, not 
just one of those things that came in 
the way of "a temporarily agitated 
police force” a.s the government ix 
making it out to be. It was a deter¬ 
mined attempt carried out to the end 
with success. The police drove 
straight to the building in vehicles 
(hat carried petrol-bombs, iron-rods. 
Stones end anti-social elements. 
Theit mission accomplished, they 
drove away. But worse came later. 
The attack went unnoticed by any¬ 
one in the government. Madhav sinb 
Solanki in fact, sought to defend the 
act saying that the police had been 
**dMply hurt" by the adverse public* 
ity it got in the press. That has hui i 
more than all the flames that gutted 
che.Lok Prakashan Bhawan. 
BaMkarvAifi TMor, Afanadehad 


sbaav^n tim rw 
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The same day. on 17 April, another 
^ration was conducted in Conti- 
pur, on the outskirts of Abmedabad. 
This was supervised by additional 
commissioner of police A.K. Bharga- 
va. According to him. (here was a 
threat of ca^ie war in the area be* 
cause the hanjan basti was under 
attack. So rlie police entered Gomti- 
pur at six in the evening. This opera¬ 
tion was planned to perfection: Bhar- 
gava a a former intelligence officer 
who was incharge of interrogating 
insurgents in Manipur before he 
came to Abmedabad Water, tele 
phone and electricity cunneciions 
were cut off before the police en 
tered. according to a resident of the 
area Then they set about spreading 
terror. They rained fathis on men, 
manhandled women, pulled down 
housein short, created havoc .^me 
policemen indeed were seen roaming 
about with their panis down chal 
Jenging women of the area in a must 
lewd manner Enquiries later re 
veiled (hat there was no real threat 
to the harijan ban/ from (he resi 
dents of Gomiipuf since there is no 
way to reach the hasti from Gomtipur 
other than one which goes throu^i a 
police cAuwkr. And the police thowki 
had nut reported any disturbance. 

When reports were published (he 
next day nn the Gomlipiir airncity. 
an incensed A.K. Bhargava sum 
moned a reporter frum the Indian 
Express and threatened him. “Do 
you know what will happer* tv you 
journalists if the police goes un 
strike? Do you rvaJIse the consequ¬ 
ences of the reports you have been 
giving?” he asked This threat of a 
police strike came five days before 
(he policemen actually struck work 
on 22 April. Later. Bhargava himself 
is said to have directed (he police 
attack on selected newsmen. 

Allegations that the police sirike 
and lerrvr tactics were planned came 
from another quarter. Shankarbhai 
Patel, president of the Akbil Gujarat 
Vali Mahamandal. said that they had 
received a similar threat “directly 
from the government" on 2n April. 
According to him a meeting of top 
ministers including home minister 
Amarsinh Chaudhary, and ihe pro- 
reservationisi leaders took place in 
Gandhinagar in which a "plan of 
action” was decided. Said Shankar- 
bhai Patel: “They conveyed to us 
secretly on 20 April that if w« did not 
take back our agitation they would 
bum Gujarat Samachar and yansar- 
ra> ask the police to go on strike, 
prepare a hii-lisi of anti government 
people In the press and provoke 
caste wars all over the state. By 22 
April aU this really ttaned happen¬ 
ing and we were dl shocked ” The 
aoii-reservaiiun agitation has truly 


been pushed into tJw background \.\ I 
wbat has been happening in (^uj ji iw ' 
since 22 April. The fight is now on 
several fronts: between reservaium 
ists and anti-reservationists. between 
high caste Hindus and backwards, 
between Hindus and Musiims, i>c 
tween the people und the police, 
between the police and rhv press Bui 
in all cases, the police has been a 
special tool whether it be a caste war 
or a communal clash 

A mir Hassan Sayyid isan old man. 

He has seen several agiiathms. 
several communal riots in his time. 
He survived the bi<x>dv cummuna! 
carnage of 1%V in Ahmeduhad. "1 
have seen ihe police behave since 
1969...I hove no faith in them. 1 have 
no fatth in politicians ..you must re 
mam here..." Amir Ha»an Sayyid 
was pleading to Brigadier H.C 
Katoch, in charge uf rehahilntiimg 
(he Muslims of Indira (!.<rib N,igui [ 
and bapun'atuir, left homeless iifier i 
the bloody night of 22 April. Around 
him, in the Bapunugar Amand 
Chuwk relief camp were 7.CKMt fright 
ened, dared faces Conservaiive vsti* 
mates said 2S of them had been 
killed in one night but the biggest 
casualty among them was cutifi- 
dence “The army must remain 
here. we cannot go back lu .lur 
homes without you.” they pray again 
and again. At the hack of thou minds 
hang> the policeman's warning: 
"How lung will (he army be wjih you. 
you have to face us some d.iy 
There are I.SUO huts in Indiia 
Garib Nagar, inhabited mainly by 
Muslims. On ihe mghi of 22 Apnl. ii 
became a battleground and by the 
next morning, a ghost town, loday ii 
is a huge arc of burnt huis. Fuihan 
Muin Khan (36), a paan-shop owniT, 
was an eve witness to ihs* events' 
“They came around eighi mi rho 
evening., the polite, m two mubik- 
vans and two jeeps. .| could recug 
nise sub-inspector B.D. Runa. sub- 
mspector Yadav and sub-inspecror 
Fatcl and they bad M'vernJ loctn 
goondas along with them . rumours 
had already been spiead about an 
attack from our side and in (he day 
the police had taken away many of 
my friends. They slopped the vehi¬ 
cles and signalled to d crowd (hai had 
already collected m ihe neighboui- 
mg HUDCO scheme culony and 
Anand flats...they came down, first 
with bricks. Then when we retali¬ 
ated. the police started firing on 
us...our homes were ransacked...our 
women mistreated...our property 
burnt...what could we do when (he 
police Itself was firing from their 
side?.I don't know why they did it." 

In Bapunagar again, the planning 
was perfect. Army patrols in the area 
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^The Situation Has Slipped Out of Hand” 


fmiubhnr Pa prasic/riil oi 

InduMiiii Haiti. iM'aten up by a 
pro-rciti vattonni tnoh on 23 Aph!. 
lay in private ward nombvr 8 of 
Ahmet/jbitd'i Vadifal Surabhai 
piial tv/rh fikuil injuries. His tyts 
wtrt bhated rtd with bfoitd. He 
vould hardiv set or talk but he wa* 
alert enoufth ro evade nil tfueritb on 
the stand of his party and the 
opposition jn reservation issue. 
Evcerpr.s fiom the interview with 
Siinpav. 

:Whv weit vou uttaoked by a 
pro-rtsei'vationisr mob ’ 

I do not know who they were, 
happened m) suddenly I could not 
even find out. The day (lujarat 
S'amachtff was burnt down T spent 
the whole day in their office trying 
to arrange help. \ even rang up 
Madhu Dandavate in Eomhay and 
told him that the situation wa$ very 
dangerous and that law and order 
had completely broken down. Even 
the fire brigade wa» prevented 
from coming to Gujarat Samachar 
fur quite sometime . Iwc were ull 
very desperate Finally, we had to 
send messages tu the cnililary to 
rebcue us. The next morning at 
around 7,IK) am I left home and was 
driving down to the party office 
when at Mojurnagar we saw about 
three thousand people indulging in 


fhr'Gufarof Prudes/i ianolQ Porfy. 

looting and arson. We slowed down 
our vehicle and immediately stones 
were thrown at us. I was hu by a big 
one tin rhe head. After that I have 
been in this place <ihe hospital)... 
the situation has slipped complete* 
ly out of hand. 

<2: Why? 

A: Because of the government. 
BecAute of the cold attitude of 
Madavcinh Solanki and his men. 
Because they thought they could 
coinnil the people by reporting to 
oppressive measures. All the vio> 
Ivncv in the state over the last few 
weeks has been planned and orga* 
nised by the government of 
Solanki The police have been riot¬ 
ing. Who will control the situation? 

I met Madhavsinh SoUnki and told 
him that he should try lu solve the 
matter m a peaceful manner but 
he would not listen to me. I told him 
then that his policy of attack will 
not pay and the results are before 
him ti^ay 

Q. What is the stand of your party 
on the reservation issue.’ 

A; We have always wanted an 
amicable settlement of the prob¬ 
lem The g<»vernmeni shuuld try 
and negotiate with the agitation 
leaders. It cannot afford corifronta* 
tion. But instead of that, I am eorry 


poka fci Sonkdrshan Thakur 

to say, the government has lost all 
confidence of the people by acting 
in the way it has, by organising and 
encouraging violence. 

Qi liViar makes you think the 
government is organising violence? 

A Who else is? This is my firm 
belief Every time (he agitation 
leaders hold a major peaceful prog* 
ramme, violence is mysteriously 
triggered off somewhere. The pat* 
tern is very similar. The govern* 
meot a using violence as a tool to 
suppress the aginrion. It even gave 
a free hand to the police to go on 
the rampage and cause so much 
damage. 

What is going to be the role of 
your parry in the days ro come? 
Your stand on the reservation issue 
has been rather unclear... 

A: Ai 1 said, we are trying for a 
peaceful solution to the problem. 
We have to create an atmosphere in 
which talks can take place between 
the government and the agitation 
Jvaders. We are for creating nor* 
malcy in the state and helping the 
people. But the government has 
adopted an impossible attitude. No 
state can allow this kind of thing to 
happen. We have to smoothen out 
the situation as the government 
continues to play with fire....l really 
cannot tell what is going to happen. 
















StmpK «rid vphkin burm Airlfit riM« • Ah 


were misdirected by the puJke {this 
WBS confirmed by army iawans) and 
sent to another area so that the 
operation could go smoothly. M.I.. 
Ansari, one of the residents who ran 
to a neighbouring locality end tried 
to contact the police could not get 
through. “Nobody seemed to be 
there in the police headciuarters,’' he 
said. The apprehension of the people 
is that as soon as the army goes away, 
there will be fresh trouble from the 
police. 

Not (hat there are no problems 
today. There is an undercurrem of 
tension between the police and the 
army—pechep^ be«:uub« their mis¬ 
sions are so different—there is du¬ 
plicity, the orders are unclear, the 
areas undefined “What can we do?** 
asked an officer from the Madras 
18th brigade. “There la so much 
confusion. Two control joons, two 
sets of forces and the police is bent 
on doing • different thing 
•Itegethet...these guys just run 


amok.” The army in Ahmedabad is 
openly critical of the police. 

The reaxon.s behind what the army 
officer called “the odd behaviour of 
the ptilice” are not far in seek. There 
are interesting aspects of the police 
set-up in Ahmedabad. Chief minister 
Madhavsinh Solanki apparently 
thinks he has a very good team of 
policemen working for him because 
he has not chang^ a single senior 
police officer in the city for quite 
.•tumetime now. The same people 
have been in the same posts since 
before the l^k Sabha elections in 
December 1984 The only change 

(faai has taken place was at the (np 

Police commissions Y.B. Jhala. 
already on a twomontb extension 
made way for B.K. Jha when the 
former retired on 31 March IMS. 
There is quite obviously a level of 
cooperation that the government of 
Madhavsinh Solanki and (he police 
have reached from working so long 
together. And. to make things run 


more smoothly during the recent 
disturbances. Prabodh Rawal— 
Salanki's former home minister who 
was denied a ticket this time—has 
virtually been made the “super home 
minisfer” of the state. He has a 
“better relationship” with officers in 
the Shahibag headquarters and 
around the IK police stations ol the 
Ciujarat capital because he had work* 
ed with them as home minister For so 
long. So Kawal was brought in—even 
tn the circuit house annexe, the tern* 
porury headquarters of the govern* 
menl where he not only briefs the 
press and “assists” the present home 

minisrer Amiu-sinh Chau^hary with 
I his work but is also knbwn to be 
j taking imponant decisions in coop* 
eratioA with senior police officers 
who are “dose” to him. Apparently 
the Congress high command's denial 
of a ticket to Prabodh Rawal has not 
affected his standing in the Solanki 
edminisiration. 
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COLLAPSE IN GUJARAT: 

HOW? WHY? 


A al tm? fuclors ivhidi k*ff fo Iho violuixf rocking the state 


A hm(*<i;iKiul has umurKcd as «i 
mirror ui ihi* frai 
turoH Imii.m stAic'iy. show 
ion ii|> (he most frrBhtenini: 
imiittes m rho |)dst iwonnd a half 
months The anii rvsi rvainm slit, 
launcheiJ hv s(o<Ients m |>roU*N* 
ajsainsi an IK |K>r tern liiko m rho 
qoorti tA MMis oi K<'^^*f****«***i 
and t*duui(a>ii lor ilio Hi staiaJIv and 
educ»ttnn»iJ]y Uac k ward cI>ism*s 
tSKBCk htisshanut’d solt»ur mi r«»pid' 


Iv that wen the most seasnni'd ohsvr 
v<«i t>f rhi’ (iNi4rni seccH' has lH*vn ll•^l 
lonlosinJ and Irvivildirifd. htisl. lh«' 
(Ma.sed reds non lo the hike dssdf 
was limed to derive maximain advan 
latte Then came (he Ik (o ii Mardi 
Lommimal liirn lo ihe stir th.O left al 
leasi 11 dead The advent of April 
made many, includinti ihs* Kovvrn 
iDeilt, think iht* afiitaium was ptMor 
jnj( oul when on the niKhi ot 1^ April 
yvl another boul ol violence clajilH*d 


at least IS livei^. In between, (here 
have been feArs uf a ca»(e cunflict 
wi'h hanjans and oiher& (hreat«ninj( 
to laonch u connier>iJKllAllun to pro> 
led the reservaiicin policy 
The most noi ibJe aspect of (he 
(oiitinuinK unresi U ihai the mam 
adversaries in the af<i(atinn have 
oheri Ih*cii relegated into the back- 
pound with others like communal 
lorses and uniiMKial cdemenis ex* 
plonina the »ituation. The ddnaa 
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cam« on 22 April when a mob scab¬ 
bed a police head constabki Laxman 
Devaii to death in the Chhabila 
Hanuman area within the walled 
city, triggering off a mass walkout 
from their posts by part of the police 
force For nearly six-and a half hours 
they stayed away from duty, dunog 
^ which time terror reigned supreme. 

The puUce were incensed by a 
barrage of criticism and court action 
for alieged atrocities while trying to 
enforce law and order during the 
disturbances in the city. The building 
anti The press of a leading Gujarati 
language daily, the Gu>er«t 
.Samechar, were gulled in a f^re 
started by policemen on 22 April Us 
owners allege the instigation came 
from those who did not like the daily 
which has been a strident critic of 
the Solanki ministry. Journaiists too 
were the targets of police wrath 
because nf the detailed reportage nf 
what many of them said were fabri* 
caied stones of atiocines Several of 
them, irrespective of whether they 
belonged to papers pitted against Mr 
Solanki or to papers sympathetic to 



hiai.'were beaten up and threatened. 
One of the first victims, some days 
before the police strJee, waA Rakesli 
Sahay. a photogiapher and corres¬ 
pondent from Delhi who was cover¬ 
ing the siir for Reviver. 

The anti reset vationisis have sus- 
pended their ugitariun in view of the 
latest turn oi events. ju«t as they had 
done when the first communal trou¬ 
bles broke out in March this year 
But the operative word in their 
annuunremem was ^‘suspended." 
which means ii could be resumed 
later. In a span of some 70 days, the 
^Mlanki goveritment was witness to 
an upheaval that surpassed all past 
agitations in Gujarat, including 
perhaps the most famous of them, 
the 1974 Nav Nirman movement that 
toppled the CnngresstK) government 
uf Chimanbhai Hatel. What was must 
nuteworthy in ihe chain of events 
was that mihodv had iureseen the 
latent dangers lurking below the sur 
face in society U was not just the 
danger of a taste war between the 
upper castes und the lower castes 
linmeshed were dangers of commun 
al outbursts which in turn were 
Quickiv used bv for a spree 

of arson and looting, ut gencTHl res- 
tjveness. id the police being caught 
in a crosvfiie uf charges, of the 
policemen losing their tempers, uf 
the people turning upon the police 
and the police taking their revenge 
on ihe press Together the scenario 
made up a frightening picture of 
unrest in which a gulf of distrust 
between the authutities and the peo¬ 
ple was created 

Politically, it left the Solanki 
ministry neck deep in trouble, under 
lining the point that inspire of its | 
massive mayorlty in the 182 -member i 
Gujarat Assembly with as many as | 
149 members belonging to the Con- 
gressfl), the government was nor i 
only helplesv hut hapless as well, li ' 
made feeble attempts at mobilising 
Congressmen “to explain lu the peo¬ 
ple the real facts about the reserva¬ 
tion policy." But. the Cujarai 
Pradesh Congresstl) Committee 
being an emaciated organisational 
wing. Its impact was only peripheral. 
Not only the president of the PCC, 
Mahant Vijavdasji bui his general 
secretary. Prof. Hasmukh Patel, have 
gone to the legislature and new 
appointments have m»i been made 
The resultant relienee on official 
machinery has been counter. 
productive because ii gave an 
appearance that Solanki was fighting 
a lone battle. In the 1981 anti- 
reseivation stir, ne had an enemy in 
Jinabhai Darjt. one time ardent sup- 
porter of the chief minister and now 
a dissideni. In the 1985 Assembly 
elections, most of the dissidents, in 


eluding the finance minister Sauaf 
Mehta, were denied tickets. The list 
was full of SolankTs suppoiiers, bui 
equally without people who could 
speak out and be heard. 

The agitation leaders assert ilidt 
they have been maimainiMg a low 
pi’nfilo all through the post tsso-and- 
a-haJf months, avoiding a 1981 ivpe 
Mtudlion when clushcs l>t‘tween ihe 
upper castes and lowei cosics look 
place The Cungressd) has s.nd that 
the Bharanya Janata Pans, ami iis 
younger leaders were he hind the 
scene m masierminding iroubles m 
Ahntedabad and elsewhere. On tlivir 
purl, rhe BJP men said some ele 
menis m the ruling party itself were 
fanning the troubles for iliv chief 
minisier. 

In the mare ol chaiges and enun 
icr-cbarges, n was difflcuii r<i deter 
mine where exaiily the blame lay. 
What appeared more pudding w«is 
that whatever turn ihe situation 
took, goondas were alwa>s waiting tn 
the wings to join in The more ihitn 
SnO year old eii v of Arimeduhad Has 
been a city where Muslims ami Hin 
dus have lived beside etach nr her. 
Om« known as the Mane best er of 
India, it also has been a premier 
textile and trade centre The Gujara 
tis have a verv strong trade and 
entrepreneurial infiiincl,with hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of them living all 
over the gUilK*. The character of the 
main city would understandably iK‘ 
that of a conservative, tolerant and 
profn-conccious society, comprising 
elements that would make up a 
generally peaceful city. And ii is. 
save when mass madness erupts. A 
number of non-Guiaraiis who have 
I worked and lived foi sonic years in 
I Gujarat, and m places like Alimeda- 
I bad and Baruda. have t>|)ted for these 
places upon retirement rather than 
go back humi 
And still, in 19b9 Ahmcd.ilud saw 
the unparalleled communal nots that 
left hundreds of i>eople dead In 
1974. the Nav Ninnan movement, 
that brou^t the loie Jaynpiakasli 
Narayan back into active politics ; 
started in Gujarat, and a government 
with a clear and massive majority 
had CO leave, in 1981, the first anti- 
reservation stir which turned iriin a 
caste war, took place in Ahmcdabad. 
Now the H'cund anti reservation stir, 
has left people dead, ibe population 
frightened, the guvi'iniueoc shaken { 
and the society in turmoil. 

If this IS ihe mirror uf India’s 
fractured society, it is all the more 
frightening fur one mnre reason. 
There was no valid reason for all the 
ugly turns lo the situation to fake 
place in the past iwo-and-a-half 
months. It communal harmony so 
frajiile^ Are the goondas in a con- 
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Kltini SUU of readin«ss to exploit 
every lurnV Are leaders nf society— 
nor just of the govemmeni—incap¬ 
able of providinR a leadership that 
would inculcaie a ^nse of rolerance 
and mutual dependence instead of 
haired and desi ruction? And. finally, 
if (Ins happens in Ahmedabad today, 
can ii be- ruled out from any other 
urea lomorrow-' 

There is little doubt that the 13 per 
cent hike in the rexervaiioAs for the 
S£BC was patently political. It was 
announced on 11 January 19BS. just 
before ihe Assembly elections were 
announced The hike was based on 
pan-accepiunce of ihe Kane Commis 
xionS findings bui the Kovernment 
did not pubii%h the report itself, 
uhhou^h a decision come nearly two 
years after (he report was ^iven. 
Tlten, cume (hu firni iwist, Althouiih 
the KovernmeiK had announced the 
hiko. ii had not implemented if. It 
was clear (he carrot had been danj^- 
led with a view to attract votes from 
the backward classe*^ who are nek 
umonp the schtnjuled castes and 
tribe.s which have siatuiiiry reserva 
Tunis. 

T lie anti reiiervariiin Mir took for¬ 
mal shape Hime six weeks later, 


on 13 February. The timing was per¬ 
fect as far as gainUif momeniusa for 
the agitation was concerned. Had it 
been started immediately after the 
II January announcement, it might 
have failed ro click because it could 
not have involved students, nm'could 
II have had the tacit approval of the 
opposition parties which would have 
feared a loss of votes from the back¬ 
ward classes in the elections if they 
xpoke up against the resi^rvaijoii 
policy. After the election, the Con- 
gres.s(li could feel emboldened to 
implement the decision, but curious¬ 
ly it did not feel so 
Actually, as some political obser¬ 
vers have pointed out, ihe reserva 
lion quota hike lor SRBC fas dislinci 
from the quota for bai i|ans and tnb- 
al%) looked very much like a decision 
belonging u> the era uf late Indira 
(landhi. Around the time uf the 
Assembly elections Kajiv (landhi 
had made a remark in Hyderabad to 
the effect that perhaps the reserva 
lion policy netted a review The 
remark came much after the hike 
decision had been disclosed. But it 
threw I he Congressfll in a dilemma 
in Cujarat. What Rajiv llandhi 
thought uf the whole thing at that 
time was not known. (Later the 


Prime Minister clarified he was in 
favour of a national consensus and 
not a review but that was on 23 
March by which time the situation 
had worsened in Cujarat.) 

Actually, erer since the 1931 agita¬ 
tion against reservations there have 
been complaints from communities 
which have thought themselves to be 
backward but were not included on 
the list of the 82 SEBC groups identi¬ 
fied some years ago by (ha Baxi 
Commission. The Ran*' Commission 
wav st*i up to identify new groups for 
adding til the list and suggest the 
percent age in (he reservation quota. 
The commission gave a majority re 
pun reciimm^iiding a hike in the 
quota hv IH pi*r cent to lake all (he 
reservations io 49 per cent. But It 
also recommoiuled ihe aduption of 
an veumimic cii«erion ro determine 
backwardness ^.iher than taking 
caste as a hnsis, arguing that consid¬ 
eration of caste factor tended to 
reinforce the casie barriers instead 
of demolishing them The commis¬ 
sion was iMrf agaiiiM lh« reservation 
for Horijans and iribals. provided by 
statutes The government did nor 
agree with this und followed the lone 
official inembiT s dissent nore lo con¬ 
tinue following the Baxi Commission 
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criteria, the government has been 
ecnphaticilly saying that the Bexi 
formuJa incJuded economic criteria 
too but was not the sole criterion. 

Mid'February is a time when 
annual or preliminary examinations 
in schools and colleges begin in Gu* 
Jerat. The agitation sparked off on 18 
i March, with a call to boycott the 
examinations. The call was a success. 
I Once the examinetion schedules 
were up$et» the government had a 
j tactical disadvantage. It had to face 
the agitation against a decision that 
* it had never implemented and about 
< which Rajiv GandM had vaguely 
I hinted at. On 16 March, after having 
! triad persuading the students to re 
I turn CO their classes, the government 
made the hrsi retreat. It said the 
I quota hike had been povtponed for a 
year and that a review would be 
made. The retreat came close on the 
heels of the Akhil Gujarat Navrach' 
na SamiC) of the students—which had 
been conducting the stir—being 
joined by the Akhil Gujarat Vali 
Mghamandal. the parents' associa¬ 
tion. The iwo together gave a call (or 
a bandh on 18 March, In spite of the 
cuiicessiun^ announced on 16 March, 
the rail was noi withdrawn The 
governmeni. anxious to avmd a vio 
lent confrontation with the siudems 
and parents, asked the police ro 
handle the bandh with kid gloves. 
Much of the force that day came from 
lathis The communal twist came on 
that night in Dariapur and Kalupur 
areas and the orgy of violence 
again** the police bandobusi, marked 
by the u^ of burning rag balls, 
cement balls iiuddod with nails, 
manhole covers and other missiles 
like sioner.led lo four days of com¬ 
munal rioting and left 13 dead. 

liie government anticipated that 
the anti*reservaiion stir would peter 
out. The agitators had postponed 
their stir as soon as communal riots 
began to rock the city. The Prime 
Minister made an airdash to the ciiy. 
preceded by the union home minis¬ 
ter, S.B. Chavan. The Prime Minister 
spoke of the need for evolving a 
national consensus on the reserva¬ 
tion issue and blamed the opposition 
for the communal twist. The opposi 
lion in cum hit back by pointing an 
accusing finger at the Congress<l). 
Later, the BJP was identified by (he 
ruling party as the force behind the 
ugly sicuaiion. But the verbal politic¬ 
al onslau^t on the BJP was matched 
by an action of the administration 
which breached fresh life into *he 
ambreservation stir. Tliree student 
leaders who were going to submit a 
memorandum to the Prime Minister 
were arrested. Two days later a 
judge ordered tbeir release on per¬ 
sonal bond. As they were coming out. 


niie QmMiiin«it Haft 
UnleafthNsd Violence to 
Frighten Uft’ 


Shonkorbhoi PaleJ. pregjdant t)/ the Aichii Gujgrat Voii 
MahemendoJ. told Sonkorthon Thakar 


- TiU eoaerfne ago ShenkarbAti 
Farei (4$^ was ee tmknown 
He was timpty a Itctvnr oi •odeio* 
gy fn the L.i). Col/ege af Am. 
AAmedabetf. Today, as preafdenr ei 
the Akhit Cujanr Vali Mahamaft- 
del (Ait Gu/arat Pereats* Ceofed* 
arttion) whKh it out of the orge* 
niserrons spearheedirtg the anri- 
eeaervatico agirerion ui Gujarat, be 
has suddeaiy shot into the hme- 
tight. Wbea SvttDAV met him, he 
was literaUv “umtergrouad*’ with 
some of the other egittrion teeders 
M a basement parlour in centre/ 
Ahoedehed. Eaterpts from the in¬ 
terview; 

Q . Why has this agitation been 
marked with so much violenoe? 
A: Not because of us We only 
believe in peecefuJ meens ol pro¬ 
test and our major protests have 
been peaceful. But every time the 
government hes engineered no- 
knee to defame us and lerreiieeus 
Q: Bur why is it that rerununal 
dashes aha taking piece dwruig 
such an egitetxon? 

A: How do I know? It is a deliber¬ 
ate attempt of (be government to 
give (he whole issue a twist and 
create terror arnOBg the pdople so 
that Che agitation dies down. These 
tactics will o<A pay. The govern- 
meat has lost all Ira poputariiy by 
the way it has behaved over ibe Usi 
SKinrh or so. I have reason to be- 
Heva that the poUce was fnien- 
tionaUy sent on strike and given a 
free band. There was a secret 
understasding between the govern- 
Bignt and the pdice 
Q: What makes yiMf chink so? 
A: Look at the way they have 
biftbygbted the murder of the 
PqU» ooMteMk and uaed it as an 
for aU die vioSence that the 
pbiiu 1 ft. To top iu the 

tthatoes Bft4 eeem (to union 
MM ddftbtcr*dif«Aded (he police- 
It wn vwy nrdngof them. Abe Urn 
ikuhkmhftheCayMW-Samactor. ii 

gen ol tto chief enhib- 

to tod toon 


and had bedn openly saying rhsd 
tbe anti-rescrTaiion agitation wm, 
being carried out malnty by the’ 
dally newspapers... ao theytnirpf is 
down 

Q: Why have negtxitnions broken 
thwn? 

A: The government initially was 
(being) very difficult to deal with. 
They kept on angst mg uur people 
Oft various false iKarges. 1 agree ' 
I tot now they have agieed tu most 
oi OUT preconditions for talks but 
siill they are pdtung conditions 
that are imt accaptHble to us. They 
say (here should lie five repre&enta- 
uves from both the pro-reservarioR 
and (he anti-reservation side in the 
talks. We will nor agree tiirbai., 

ij: Why? 

A: Because that would always be. 
unfair to us. The government b 
trying to do Bandar nvaya. Cun'i it 
decide for itself whoi it has to do? 
We will not accept such cunditioru. 
We want a direct meeting with the 
government: no other parries 
should be involved. 

Q: But is your demand for arm 
phte ebelicion of rvservatiens not 
unfair.^ How can you expect it to be 
done immediately^ 

A* We never said il should be 
dur>e immediately. The gmrurnment- 
should at least accept, it in principle 
and then implement it gyadg^ly. 
But yes, the programme of abolition 
should be tirae-bnund. the list 
phase should be implemented 
latest by J9S9. 

Q: For the moment, have you 
suspended ,vr>ui agintioa? . 

A: No, tM. no. Make no mistake. 
We have not suspended the agiitv 
•tion. (We bav'e suspeoiiedjonly our 
public programmes keeping jp 
mind the disturbed situation. The 
agitation is going orv and will gb on 

Q: Wbat if the government dis¬ 
agrees? 

A: 11(11 government has already 
shown u* what It. is capgUe. of 
doing, tltey have unlettod vin* 
kapcf CO frighten ut aw^. 
are rendy.ee face tham. 
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bout •)( rioting broke out m R<aikhdd 
und (fOl Limda aieav. ]i >vds rv 
ported I y triggered by a raid by the 
police on a gambling den and look on 
d comrnunal colour with groups of 
people involved In hatilo'i with ihe 
police. It wail Mioii followed bv u 
fresh spate of lomphiints ot police 
high handedness The KJK woiker^ 
moved the Higli Court and got u 
iwomumher panel dp]u»inied to 
probe the charges. This seemed «> 
have caused wulespiead resentnunt 
in iliv police'which was evident liom 
reports which vume in The reixnis 
said th<' |Mdice siu<x1 bv i|uiellv even 
as curlew otdvrs wore hfokmi by 
ixtipiv . J tw it< ivc I ri mo ii i pm m pi ) v 
dimed aov imlice sliike Two duvs 
late:* on 2i Apt d vatiii* the 1 itml vliaw 
that l^okt till police paiience A 

head coiistolih was atolihed in the 
wailed niv. II is • ath i.iiised lesinu 
mem and angei in the }vdue tanks 
wim ieli then (Mists bn the hos|nial 
whole Ihe de ad lH>dv ol the police 
man had biHm taken The hours iliai 
hdlowed saw lawlessin ss in Ihe citv 
wiilioui I lie custodians oj law and 
Older on diitv 

In the meant mie, on the night of IH 
A|>nl. the povernm^nt coiKeded a 
maioi deni and of the anti 
lescTVdlionisis hy oidernig leleaH* of 
seven leadeis detained niidei NS A 
The next day an lioui long lalk wus 
held between six repieM'niiihves ol 
the stir and Madhavsinh S>Unki f<d> 
lowing which the acceiHance of the 
I wi I remain! tig pi vc o nd 111 on s we re 
announced The agiiaiionist» sjid ihe 
government had leleased ihoii lead¬ 
ers. Agreed lo withdraw sack orders 
on medicos and look into thi* charge 
of police atrocities Hot, they 
asserted these wore only precondi¬ 
tions (u start d dialogue and did noi 
automatically mean the stir would be 
withdrawn. Their basic demand was 
that resetvainms should be phased 
out and abolished Thtv ist^uhe diffe¬ 
rent fn>m the IB per cent hike that 
touched off the ughalicm. It is also 
doubtful us to how for chief minister 
Sulanki csiu go in meeting thii: Je 
mend, because to do so is iiui in his 
hands 

The woist crack in the fractured 
society in Ah me da hod is ihc wall of 
ihstrust that has come up between 
the police and ihe people. Tliere may 
be 0 gram of ti-uth m the allegations 
ihai It was a politicully molivoied 
campaign against ihe police that led 
to this. But the moot point \h that this 
distrust has to be demolished soon 
before it guts stronger. Neither could 
be allowed lo drift farther apart 
How 10 do this and restore trinquiili- 
ly in the state is a question that 
cannot b<* doUgud anymore. 


tilt ^ludonl loaders were laktii into 
cunimlv undvi the National Seem itv 
Acl Junior doci<M\. who wtit jit ihe 
vanguard of the I^IK] stir too, went 
on strike and ihc govcrnmeiil issued 
Muk <11 dvrs <m Huodivd.s ot such 
iloi ti»rs 

The admini* ti Jtum apjM.'Arcd to 
beliew ihai ihvstii would vounfi^rle 
out. The governmenl had also 
aiti acted o lot ol criticism for police 
mac lion during I he communal vio 
lonct m March 1 he government toiik 
.1 hold hue and lold the agitators to 
L'rant to ih< negouaiion ruble and 
I hen raise iheir demands. The agiiu- 
rioinsis had put forth three precundi 
turns release the VS A detenus; with 
draw a] of the sack orders on jiunoi 
dociots. and iiuiuirv mi<» allegations 
of police (’xtteves reporte<l from 
some areas like Asarwa and Saras 
pur f.uiei. the demand for the in 
<imrY included alleged excesses in 
some utfier wailed city areas like 
Khadia. Newspapers started puh 
lishmg Slones on these alleged exces 
s<‘s Citizens, (inrbably advised be 
soLidl and {Klin leal workers, took 
lecoursc to a new dev ice against the 
police, of moving a cenrt of law 
atiainsi st>ecilic police officers for 
airocities and getting them barred 
from going into ihr- area. 

If the government had karnt a lot 
from (he fignaiiont of the past, the 


people loo had drawn valuahle hints 
Tlu* Agnation had lorci*d Indira 
(laiidbi oevei to lonctHle loany such 
agnation again. Im* ii in Assam ni 
Punjab The idea was that sooner or 
later agnations develuped latigue 
and w<Hihl peler out 


The cuiieni agnation is marked by 
All understanding ol this laci by the 
agitators themselves The anti- 
reservijiion siir itsell hus Iwen vim* 
dueled on a low* profile, collectively 
bv the iwo cunimittees In course of 
lime, committee) were formed m 
other towns And cMies too and when 
the siiuatmn look a communal turn 
in Abmedabtid, the stir was sus¬ 
pended in the cirv hut was continued 
in other aieas of the state. Also, in 
dnv-to-day pi ogrumme^. the agiiaiors 
seemed to have taken care to ensure 
tliai the coiifruntation did not rise to 
j peak on <jwir the logic being 
Ihai tf there was a peak there also 
would hi* a valley, Sucb up» and 
riowns i-mild kill an agnation flie 
sill was cuniinued on an even keel, 
(he uglv turns noivnthstanding. 

<)u H April. R n Hradhan, umnn 
liume sec re Idly, made a sudden air- 
dash in the evening to Ahmedabad to 
hold talks with the local authorities 
fur an assessment of the law and 
order situation. Quick on the heels ai 
hiH departure in the night, a fresh 
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dibtd. In the period of the teem'e 
viiit, Amariinh Chaudhury wi$ 
allowed co brief the preM. to meet 
chi officer! minus Rawal and behave 


COVER yrORY 

Why Solanki Must Quit 


The Gujnrcif CM*s inabil/fy fo govern the state has /ed to riinos 


P rabodh Rawali rh« home 
miniscor of Gujarat in the 
first five years of Madhav 
sinh SoUnki’s rule, was de> 
nied a party ticket when the Contes 
s< K) high command decided to under* 
take a weedinpout operation before 
the Assembly elections early this 
year. Havinjt been denied the party's 
nomination. Frabodh Rawal cannot 
he a minister now. In Solanki's 
second term as Cuiarai's chief minis* 
ter. the dw* facro home minister, 
however, is Prahudh Rawal The new 
home mirtisfer, Amarsjnh 
Chaudhary, (s only there in name. 
The circuit hnuse annexe iif Ahmeda* 
bad has become ihc seat of power of 
the Solanki regime these days (the 
state’s capital. Gandhinagar, being 
far from the scene of disturbance in 
Ahmedabad). Prabodh Rawal runs 
rhe affairs of state from this double* 
storeyed red brick complex. Amar* 
sinh Chaudlinry's tasks are per* 
formed by Rawal, even the newsmen 
are briefed by him. This is only one 
of the irregularities of the Solanki 
regime. Not only is papular mood 
disregarded, even the judgment of 
the Congress hiidi command is Ques* 
tioned. 

The control of Rawal over the state 
apparatus has not been accentuated 
due to bis appeal among the masses. 
Rawal is said to be popular among 
Gujarat's police officers. He is liked 
by the policemen because during the 
five years he was home minister, he 
protected them and let them go scot* 
free whenever .scandals broke out. 
R.K. Vasishtha. the commandant of 
the State Reserve Police (SRP> who 
conducted **Operation Khadia** on t? 
April, was under a cloud sometime 
beck. Rawal had seen to it that 
Vasishtha was not harmed. On 17 
April, when the police went berserk 
at Khadia, therefore, Vasishtha knew 
(hat no harm could come to hun 
because Prabodh Rawal continued to 
be at the helm. Rawal, however, was 
sent ‘underground" for a few days 
when a central team of ihe Congros- 
8(1), comprising Cbaodulal Chandra* 


like the home minister. (Rewel, of 
course, lurked behind the Kenesand 
ran the show.) Apart from flouting 
the high command's judgment about 
Rawal, Madhavsinh Solanki is also 
adept m the art of deception. While 
Gujarat burns. hide*and*seek is play¬ 
ed with facts. If Madhavsinh Solanki 
has to go, (hen a major reason for his 
departure cun be (he Rawal (actor. 

The Gujarat agitation of 1374 was 
The ominous precursor to the events 
which followed in I97S. Gujarat, 
therefore, should not be taken light¬ 
ly. Tbe Solanki regime has been 
singularly marked by a s eri es of 


agitatioiK which huvL* iriken their toll 
on (he state uver the Usi five* ye,irs. 
Now, the policemen of Gujarat have 
been misbehaving with impunity. 
They have attacked the people when 
they are supposed lo protect them. It 
IS indeed a disturbing feature that 
the military has to l>e relied ii|uiit lo 
discipline (he umformeil guanliiins 
of Uw. The press in Gjjaiat has l>eeti 
attacked The media hod played ii 
major role m exposing the links 
between Solanki and businessman 
Mrugesh Jailerishna, who is now be¬ 
hind bars because two of his em¬ 
ployees were nabbed by ihe Bomhav 
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iUK'nms 8ocn«time back whiie trying 
to leave the country with Rs 4S.63 
lakhs worth of foreign eKChange. 
When the pre^N speaks the truth. a« 
Cujfljur Sitmuvhar did, the only way 
to quieten it. ihv Sulanki way, is to 
let the police run amok, take un the 
roW of art onruly mob and burn down 
the prebx. Madhav^^inh Sulanki must 
go, because if the media is silenced 
by mob violence, then the basic edo 
fice of democracy is threatened. 

W hat haa Mudhavsinh Solanki 
done to restore (he people’s 
faith in the ptdice? The credibility of 
the state was liest summed up by a 
senior juurnaltst, who was reluctant 
to muve ou^ of his residence during 
the c^rfvw. Normally, reporters 
hr,jve curfews to fulfil their profes* 
svonal responsibilities. The journal* 
ist, to whom iliis correspondent 
spoke on trunk telephone, cum* 
mented: ’*N<>w can I go out? If I show 
my press card, the police will attack. 
And if 1 do not identify myself the 
people will beat me up," Indeed, ihe 
terror tactics of the police has been 
driven home so far that senior jour¬ 
nalists of Ahmedabad's newspapers 
were ringing up police officials and 
even the home minister lAmarsinb 
Chaudhury) tn get their stories 
cleared, lest there be trouble. Sn far. 
(here has been no word of regret 
from the chief minister of Gujarat for 
(he happenings. 

The misfortune has been com¬ 
pounded by the fact that even the 
union home minister. S, 8. Chavan. 
has nor reacted firmly against police 
himliganism. Chavan's concern for 
injured policemen has hurt the sensi* 
bilities of everyone who chens)^ 
democracy. While attacks on police* 
<.lnen must be condemneil. the cir* 


cumstences leading io such incidents 
have to be looked into The police¬ 
men who raped Maya Tyagi ici Bagh- 
pat, the uniformed sadisis who 
blinded prisoners in Bhagalpur. 
those who broke limbs of Varanasi's 
uridertrials. the anarchy of INiar 
Pradesh's Piovincial ArnU'd Consta* 
biliary (PAC) on Id day of in 
Moradabad: these acts cannoi be 

S ^ardont'd. Gujarat's policemen un* 
nrtunately today stand in the dock 
for similar crime> When the guar* 
dians of law become predators, nor¬ 
mal behaviour cannoi Iw expected of 
the members d the public. 



The main grouse of Gujarat's 
policcmeii is that the press exposed 
the police atrocities. Had Reviver's 
phuiographer Rakesh Sahay not re* 
turned tu E>elhi with broken limbs 
and a scarred body, the capital's 
pi ess corps would not have had the 
Opportunity to witness the bestiality 
of the Ahmedebad police. Why was 
Sahai battered? He saw a pregnant 
woman being assaulted with Inrhis in 
ihv city's Manekehowk area (close to 
Khadia). When he phniographed the 
incident, he himself was a victim of 
as.sau]i The press in Gujarat, like 
Rakesh Sahay, was reporting whar 
was happening. And the price which 
It paid fur its professional vigilance 
was th*i» while the police attacked, 
the ^ivernment looked on. perhaps, 
admiringly. 

Madhavsinh Sulanki's government 
has become the symbol of everything 
which IS the cppn.site of democratic 
decency. At first Solanki tries to play 
with a sensitive issue like reserva¬ 
tions for electoral gains. Then, be 
allows lawlessness to prevail. Anar¬ 
chy stalks (he bylanes of Ahmedabad 
and Baroda today. A chief minister 
who is insensitive to people's hurt 
feelings und protects those who 
perpetrate the law of the jungle must 
go. Tlir uiiiucj guvernment had to 
\irtually thrust (he army on Ahmeda¬ 
bad tn control the policemen. 
Perhaps, it could have acted more 
harshly, if Governor B. K. Nehru was 
present. It is a shame (hat while 
Gujarat was aflame, (he Governor 
was holidaying in Switzerland and 
had to be summoned back. An in* 
sensitive Governor and an unpopular 
chief minister cannot provide (he 
healing touch, which required m 
Gujarat toUay. 











ESSAY 


Populism and Its 
Aftermath 


By Romesh Thapor 


L ast November. $uon (he near 
genocidal attack on the Sikh com¬ 
munities in the north, an nid, disiinit 
ui$hcd citiien of Delhi who had been 
abroad during those terrible days came over 
to get a blow-by-blow account. He listened to 
me in silence, and made only one commenr 
‘‘Today, it is the Sikhs Tomorrow, it will he 
us,** 

Kvery morning, when I pick up the news 
pnpers, invariably crimded with items of 
disturbance, assault and violence, I remvm 
her this warning. The tuial failure uf the 
police during three days of carnage in Delhi, 
ordered or otherwise, is now beginning to 
repeat with a certain monotony. Ahmedabad 
is the latest example, and with new smisicr 
manifestaiion^the press is under direct 
assault by the police because it has dared to 
expose iheir criminalities. Journalists are 
being battered and their officer set on fire as 
a first warning 

But is it really the ‘'fiist” warning? There 
have been so many cases of police vendettas 
against intrepid reporters. The press itself 
has been tenuous in its exposure of such acts 
and not really anxious to confront a cor¬ 
rupted force. loKal “sanction/ after all. is 
very important in these times of insecurity. 
Severe] journals and news-sheets of upposi 
tion groups have been silenced. Copies of 
the Peoples Union for Civil Liber.ies 
(PUCL) report on the Delhi riots, an mdici 
ment of the police force and the politicians 
tampering with it, have been seised in 
various areas. Persons who have translated 
this report have lieen charged witn ''sedi¬ 
tion.** 

Our understanding of free expression, 
whether at government level or among 
ourselves, is in a state of considerable dis 
array. A repciter doing his duty to the best 
of his ability, and responsible to his editor, is 
pilloried (or dissenting views and often, 1 am 
afraid left to fend for himself through the 
jungle of court procedure. We are not stir¬ 
ring to support the rights of the disav.ite**. 

We are as guilty as the police who go on a 
rampage brause they have been reduced to 
gang leaders and know no better. 

The situation is much worse in the so- 
called “provinces" of our sprawling sub 
continent. It calls for battle against political 
didofiri and its close links with a largely 
criminalised police unable to live on its 
wages and compelled to “offer its services* 


I III the highest bidder. Small wonder, (hen, 
that M»mv vdi(<irs (even repot ten I are per- 
suiidt'd III latry arms for self-protect ion. We 
are. m fait, cnknowledging (hat our syxtems 
111 low and order are collapsing. The fear is 
infectiiius. Already in India, ihere are loo 
many guns aiound. licensed and un 
licensed—a ccimraeniary on our condition. 
Willi everv new eruption in our massive 
uroan v|>rawl, now covering some 200 mil¬ 
lion |K>i>ple m crowded, unhappy conditions, 
self-piiitectKin is becoming an obsessive 
matter And in our communaliM'd end cas- 
leisi cundiihins, self-proicction usually 
means the ahiliiv lo wallop or eliminaie 
a n yoru* who si a nd v to t he way of ou r amoral i - 
lies, of which ihere are endless variations. 

The pMpulism of our puliikal parties, the 
altitude of drifting with those who are 
miibilised or organised, irrespective of what 
they stand fui. is the gut problem of our 
national life. The police force, and all its 
extraordinary variations in para-pulice and 
para-mililurv lormaliunv packed with unem¬ 
ployed aliensptmsorcd by our neras, is a 
plavihing in the hands of the local politi¬ 
cians surrounded by toughs and bully*bayv. 
Kverv urban centre is a festering focus of 
this '‘alliance “ 

The walled citv of Ahm<*dabad has been 
ravaged, and now a warring people, blinded 
bv casieism (even communalismj have 
turned un the police -andthe police tear on 
in renewed frenty. What of Bombay, for 
years under the shadowy cuntral of smuggler 
’'duns" and killer squads who are protected 
< becauM they provide the finance for our 
' political parties. If you think Calcutta and 
- Delhi are no very different, take a sampling 
of so manv “incidents" from bride-burning, 
to miniature dacoity, to running vendettas in 
the teeming mohafiahs. We don’t even have 
a record of w’bai goes on. No society which 
describes itself as democratic would tolerate 
this state uf affairs. W'e lack vital concerns. 

1 Our people are faceless. We think only of 
ourselves, and one day in a fast, deteriora' 
ing situation this thinking too becomes 
irrelevant. Lei us not forget that the terrible 
brutaltiies againsr the Sikh communities 
finally made us sensitive 10 such suffering 
and compelled us to demand compensation 
for ruined families. I am haunted by the fact 
(hai not a single case of cumpensation was 
recorded or fought for until then in hun* 
dreds of non against Muslims and bahjans 


We are entering 
an eitremely 
dangerous phase 
in India. 
Ttilrty-seven 
years of 
development 
have 

transformed the 
aspirations of 
the people. The 
knowledge that 
political clout 
only comes ^om 
an organised 
presence is 
central to the 
agitationaL even 
violent, 

approach to each 
problem because 
these are not 
careluliy 
analysed, 
assessed or 
elaborated. 
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This is done not by editorulising but by 
deteiling ibe interference and demanding 
the termination of the political careers of 
these rapscallions. 

A tall order? Yes, very much >0. but what 
prevents the increasingly dominant electro* 
nic media from moving out into the country 
to research the real state of our democracy 
or from opening a wide*ranging debate on 
the political failure to buttress the forks of 
law and order or from organising our people 
to act in the defence of their basis rights? 
Formulate these questions in all their sharp¬ 
ness. If Akashvani and Dourdarshan are 
departments of governmcni and cannot play 
this r^e. then surely it is lime to open the 
electronic media either to genuine auton^ 
omous control ur to competition Interesting* 
ly. this demand is hardly voiced in our press 
or by our normally excitable political par* 
lies Clearly, we do not know, and are very 
far from democratic debate. Our anger is 
boiled up inside us. rc*‘iily to burst at every 
provocation. It would <•« revealing to re¬ 
search the coverage of the electronic media 
on so many issues whirh are tearing us apart. 
How much of the Punjab tangle has been 
freely argued to preverve dialogues between 
Hindu and Ivikh and to widen areas of 
understanding? Was the aftermath of the 
assassination covered in depth to turn us 
into sensitive human beings? Were issues, 
and nut personalities, the theme of the 
coverage in our must critical election 
month’ Has cummunalism ever been faced 
frontally on radio and TV? Was the Bhopal 
tragedy probed in all its enormity and how 
many teams set out to record this disaster? 1$ 
there no chance whatsoever uf tangling with 
the terrorists, even in jail, to find out what 
makes them intu killers? And what about 
probing all the sleazy and cowardly postur 
ings of politicians gathering votes on com¬ 
munal and ethnic appeals? The list is end¬ 
less. le there someone artmnd to listen? 

The electronic media must face uncom* 
fort able questions, and many mure, together 
vnih Che press. Only when we get these 
exercises under way. and move programmes 
and reportage nut of the damnable studios 
and editorial officer, will we be able to 
create the climate for a chinking citisenry 
capable of seeing that the police, para*police 
and para-mi lit ary are unable to play the role 
for which they were designed. Otherwise, it 
looks very much as if wc are going to slide 
deeper and deeper into a mire of our own 
making In terms of this internal crisis, we 
place coo much reliance on (he military. Its 
tasks are dramatically opposite to chose 
being thrust upon it. If every internal dis¬ 
order is <o witness a police not or break¬ 
down. the military will soon be damaged 
beyond repair—and. what is worse, politi¬ 
cised. Then whai’ Here again, the press 
indulges in luo liitle ihuught and too much 
patriotic mumbo-jumbo. 

What is more worrying than tha urban 
eruptions (which in normal circumstances it 
should be possible lo control with a certain 
degree of coordinated fotse, for we are the 


since the transfer of power in 1^7. 

It is imperative that (he stemesi pouible 
measures be uken to warn mobsters, and 
their political instigators, lo keep (heir 
hands off the press, its reporters and photo¬ 
graphers. However, to expect that (he public 
will warm to this task when the press itself 
has been a more or less sileni witness to the 
destruction of the democratic system, failing 
repeatedly to highlight the attack on free 
expression, is to expect too much in our 
present demaralisadon. 


The walled city 
of Atimedabad 
has been 
ravaged, and 
now a warring 
people, blinded 
by casteism 
(now 

communalism) 
have turned on 
the police 


T he notion (hai **investigaiive journal¬ 
ism" is the be-call and end-all of 
courageous reporting is a lot of hooey. 'Die 
exposure of the loot m^sr situation in high 
places IS nothing in comparison with (he 
dogged, daily coverage of the misuse of 
p<iwcr at the base M our society, in out-of- 
the-way ffluAjifahs. in isolated villages and 
hamlets. The small paper, the broadsheet, 
the tiny pamphlet, doing this job is vital tu 
(lur future—and. here, (l^rt is no protection 
fur the articulator of the people's needs and 
ilumands. The democratic system has been 
Ml shattered by near-criminal political prac¬ 
tice at almost «v^ level of living, particu¬ 
larly in (he urban sprawls, that a correction 
is not possible without major initiatives hv 
(he centres of political power in our land. 
The police, para*pollce and para-military 
will have to be drasiiceUy reorganised and 
restructured along the lines suggested by 
the Police Commission. Those recommends- 
tiuns are fundamental to the future and 
must have the support of (he major political 
parties—and that means finding the finding 
fur the reform. It is necessary to underline 
this because there is e reluctance on (he part 
uf (he populist politician to discipline him¬ 
self un the question of manipulating the 
police system for hia own ends. It is here that 
the press and its active reporters have to stir 
to break (be pow e r ol the populist pobiician. 


Ami>inrn (ske up amklM le iW cK> wt 




I SSAY 
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worlilV mosr hi^hly crained rioc-<un(roUers) 
is cho spread of disorders tn rural India, self 
policeJ iar^ely^ and living under pdnchayat 
direiiion. then, the Fat will be tn the fire, 
army or no army. 1 hope this truth can be 
pushed into the pig headed politicians who 
are busy digRing their graves, and ours It ts 
MupifI to imagine (hat the incendiary mate¬ 
rial which Ignites communal and caste pas¬ 
sions is coiiFined to the cnrigested urban 
areas t.it|uur and gambling dens, video 
'*purlours*' with thetr brutal porncigraphs. 
the growing collusion between police and 
cnmiiKils, I ho respectability offered to this 
collusion hv the influential families ol the 
urea, and the general ucceptanee oi these 
behaviour paiierris create the hiisK lor pub 
111 iiulmipbne unci outrage It has Iki.’r* 
suggested that the enurmiiv of the prohlem 
of policing India needs ihe formation of an 
elite loice ot nalional guards ^composed of 
the bust (allies drawn from the multitude of 
pai'a-piijico and paramilitary esiablish 
menis, and miaod wiih selected elemouis of 
the highly irumud. prematurely demobl>ed 
from th( milbnrv stone 60,000 each wai. 
The natioTuil guards would assume (he rnic 
that the aimv is culled upon to play in the 
siiuaiioits which tutn oglv for the piilice 
Wluitcvcr me merit in this proposal, al least 
the I rained personnel retirmg from the 
lUnu'd i«»iic'. should he given prvlcrence 
iiitJ iMiorny in ariv recrintmeni-to forma 
tions designed tu assist the pidice force 
Wc* are eliteiirig an exirenteU dangeiuus 
phase in India. rhiriy«severi vears of de 
velopment have iransfurmed the a.spirations 
of ih<* people The knowledge that pnlitiial 
clout onlv conies I rom «iri organised |>resence 
IS cenital to the agitational, even violent, 
uppruach to each pruhlem liecause these me 
not caret idly analysed, assessed or elaW 
tilted, A • ompt tition in populist rhetoric and 
muscle-power is seen as the only way bi>- 
I a use go Verna rice is messv and insensitive 
In the past, what goes bv the broad lerminol 
ngV of "goverrimeni" could cope with one or 
two simultaneous eruptions. But, now. the 
eruprions air too munv, and too widely 
M'attered. Management is hecoming diffi 
cull. The ma/irritm. “send I lie army." cannot 
work. A hdcklasfi of dangerous Himensions 
can develop, much to the embai rassment uf 
ihe armed forces. The responM; which we 
formulate will have to synchronise at many 
levels through institutions which are re- 
forged io projevt behaviour patterns in 
keeping with a respunsible democratic socie¬ 
ty. Citizen, puhlician, press, judiciary, police 
force, the administration and the* profession¬ 
al in whatever hv or she does, will have tu 
fuse (heir efforts. We are very far from this 
consummaiiun or even of (he vivid detailing 
of the present divi&ivencss 
Young women have to battle with police to 
register hride burning cases, now fairlv cv- 
tensive and unrepot ted in many parts of the 
country. The parents of the threatened girls 
have yet to chow some concern. The whole 
underworld of smuggling, drug-trafficking. 
Iiquurpeddling and gambling, is in cahoots 



Sa armim^AchnliN ihrierlr* pas* ol« din tor in ShiwHej(*ari 


with (lu police not onlv in Bumliay ciiv -aiicJ 
big money is inioUed lA*gisl.iTion like 
I'l’.KA IV not liwil against tlu- inj^iers of (be 
paialM «nimon», but ,igainsi minor offen 
dvrs who have no proieclurs. wen againvi 
the inniKeiit. and ihe gowinmuni oi India is 
(Kiwerl.ss to coniiol iis minions, oi so u 
would apiHMt l/iidvitriaK tot in (he laiK 
btaau-a -1 lit fnesv lacks the energy to pursue 
Its ex;uisiiii-s and to frame charge* again si 
(hove who au* violating thvir |K>wers The 
courts loo. cannot vsiape ihcir involvement 
111 ibe- deMriulion ol the- basil Tenets of 
lusiue This mess of demo<tain thinking is 
thill able easdv to ptodtici i.itiorialis.iiion 
for deenrating milii irs nu n for hi rums 
ugain>t their own |K*ople ilrom Sagaland in 
l*UTi|dbl and to spark lh<* niailriess that 
h'lnours ass.issins <>n some medieval noTions 
of C’lhnk history Wiihin this w-yb of self 
desiructioti. (MjlitKians who battle for illega- 
lilies are honoured and win voles Priests, 
whelhvi Sikh or fbihra. claim the right to 
ea-communicate in a democratic polity. Wv 
siuiid everyth I OB Tin iis head whether it is 
our right to occupy Ihe pavements land the 
ioad<>. or other people's prooerties, or to 
stretch a marriage s/ramia/ij across <i main 
thoroughfare And so it goes on, this wilful 
drift inio chaos, with mao»rities and minor 
iiies only loo happy to oblige on the off 
chance of gaining an advantage here or 
there. 

Where will the re-focussing come from in 
this populist jungle*' Clearly, from the 
media, electronic and otherwise. But tiiv 
Cftiality that must inspire it will have to be 
plain and simple courage Theie will be 
bashings and killings—not only from the 
police force- but the media must exercise 
its power foi triumphant assertion. Without 
I his courage, which is the opposite of uur 
codes c»f good behaviour, we will k<i di>wn as 
a failed democracy We are very near this 
poini of no return. 


With every new 
eruption in our 
massive urban 
sprawl, now 
covering some 
200 million 
people in 
crowded, 
unhappy 
conditions, 
seit-protection is 
becoming an 
obsessive 
matter. And in 
our 

communallsed 
and casteist 
condition, 
self-protection 
usually means 
the ability to 
wallop or 
eliminate 
anyone who 
stands in the 
way... 
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CONVERSATION 



are Not 
Pawns of the 
Super Powers 






I j 

'■4^' ^^1 

iMM 


I Yasser Am/“(H (olcJ M./. Akiiar 

' The chdrismaru chjirman of fhc PLO, Yasser AraUr^ad an rxtremeiy right 
! schedule when he dime to Delhi for two days ro attend the extraordinaty 
minisietial meetina of ihv Non aligiwd C<a)rdinatinti Bureau Namibia. Bui 
he nutde a little time to talk to SusiyAV. 




ly-* 








The uuau (H-itph* tiatlH u 

^’Oly tn itH' last threv vcMrv 
m.tJe r/tf»rmt»rrs the 

m w\*r*t phn.’^' th'infi lu iht‘ Ijfhjnpit 
war n.iN vouf <lrv.*m aomr jnv riivtet fo 
r**aIi^ition jtltiT ,tlt this suthTiiia^ 

A No Uotiht D.itsn ahvr rlit* 

^rcotr'kl (ijiknc'is 

a H'imi/J vou lafl the Lt'lfjnon h<ix rhi- 
HOI ifen€}d in Ihv hiMorv of your oiunf-h*^ 

A. No A ]Mri vt Ihl^ U’ti.inon war. ibe 
of beirur. was the wmsl Bccjum* we 
werr favin^ •• douhlv sirfie-^he Syrians 
finm ihe laii'l. ami the braelis from (he wa 
ami iiir 6u( noi to lorKec that the other 
coiifiomation was very impiriant f<a ihc 
Aiiih-Israeli cmifroniaiion. The «ic(;e of 
Hiorm was one r»r iIk* miraelesof ihc Palest 1 
ni.m srroiutle sriiiII ^ou(k of the Palest 1 
man and (heir allied l^'hanesv. with herou* 
.steadfast, lacing; this hup.* Israeli American 
force alone for more than HA d^iys! And after 
iliiK hnojc resistame. the Palest inian> 
Lrhjnese resist anci* afi.iiasi (he Isras'li 
triMips. for the Inst I line (hey (the Isriu'lisl 
wc’i'c obliged lo leave and to withdraw And 
voo tan imripine that 11 was ihcnnlv war. (he 
only Israeli war. where fhefi- is no hero 
amoiij: (heir itcnerals. 

Q >’e.s tn fur’ .Sharon has been . 

A Sharon was demanding that he be made 
(he heio of this war What happened? He 
WHS obli|(eil 10 leave. iMonachemj Be^n was 
iDl<i)^noift (hat he would he a hem. He was 
ohliited to resign. 

^ )’e5. p^ychologicaily he was rSestroyed. 
Do you thtnk the FLO hay heen as a 
pawn hy I he .Supei Powers? 

A. No We aie ii(>r pawns. We have ocir 
skrugijle. Wi‘ will continue our ^truygle, 
IxxauM* we are facing this uppressioa. this 
apartheid, this terrurism, from this Israeli 
military lunta against our people, against 
Palest inian people, against ihe Arab people. 

Q: Oon't you feel despondent sometimes? 


A. You sets when we starieil our iwolu* 
turn we knew ihat it whs n«»i ponu lo be easy. 
A long'drawn struggle (Rut we also) know 
that we are noi jlooe People all over the 
world are suppoiliiig the Palest iuiuu pc^oplc 
and (Ac'ir struggle, which for us i» enough. 

Q' But the iIik's not seem rr> he 

vlfvctii'r when a itrjfh nr affile hepim. hs in 
lA’hunon 

A; Yi*s. ves, we weie obliged (n carry <in 
0111 own struggle, we know ihui It is not 
easy. Thai period was noi on easy period it 
was our own desisinn to curry on. In the 
beginning we hud susuTdeJ in muking a 
(casyfire agreemeiu with ihe Hvnuns After 
the fourth dav. we were offend another 
piopus«il fill us to withdraw under Ihe white 
floe. But wv riTuM'd So it was our own 
decision to carry on the wai I lold iny guards 
that (f I lK>came weak and accepted this 
proposaJ. they should shoot me. And we 
rcfusc’d this proposal and we continued this 
8H<ldv difficult scuggle and confrontation. 

0 IVhv are the Arsh slater continumn this 
effort to soixoragf the FeleUini.w .sfrugg/e? 

A Nor all (he Arab states 

Q. Noi uU of rhom. but moit of them. 

A: Kven nor most of them. These (wo 
regimes—we have to speak about two regim* 
lA only, (he Syrian regime and the Libyan 
regime. But not all the Arabs, The Syrian 
peyjile completely support the Palestinian 
sduggle and (be Libyan people support the 
Palesirnian struggle, 

Po you think the feudal Arab kingdoms 
are really interested w seeing a hbereied 
and progressive Palestine which would 
obviously radicalise the whole of We.u Asia? 

A You see, we are looking for the support 
of all the Arabs and all their reginiefc. And 
nai ro forget that we are a full member of the 
Arab League at the same level as all these 
Arab countries, be U • kingdom nr repub* 

I lean. 





C0NVERSA.T10N 


Why has Iran turns^ hosdta to PLO and 
to you? 

A; You have to ask them and not to ask m« 
(laughs)^ Maybe they are against my media¬ 
tion (in the Iraq iran war). The PLO is 
participating in two mediation comoiiitees- 
in the Islamic mediation committee and 
non-aligned mediation cummirtee. They are 
against this mediation because they want to 
carry on the;r war. We ere trying to stop this 
bloodshed between two Muslim countries 
two nonalignud conntries^they are both in 
the nonaligned movement, in the third 
world. 

Q; And that's why you think Iran has 
taken., 

A; Yes yes. But not Iran: only a part of the 
rulers uf Iran. A part of the rulers 

Q: You don't think that even ati the 
members nf the ruhng elite are behind 
Ayatollah Khomeini in this anti-PLO stance? 

A; No, no, defiRkivly mu ai all You have to 
go yourself to Teheran to see what is the 
meaning of ihe n.O, what ni he meaning of 
the Palestine revolutumary muvereent. See. 
we have a very g^Hid relatmn iwith the 
people^ You know that during iheir struggle 
again<kt rhu Shah, we were ro-opiraiing with 
them 

Q: Do you think fhui 'support ftM PLO rv 
growing wrrhii: Israel? 

A: After their failure ut the invasion in 
Lebanon, after the heroic Mruggli of the 
Palestinian!!, (this was! the longeM Arab- 
Israel war, HH days. «ind this uurrent) very 
successful war of atiriiion in the south of 
i^banou bv PalystiiiMUs and the Lebanese 
against the Israeli troops* this had made a 
new atmosphere amttng the Israelis You 
remember the long inarch of the Peace Now 
in Isrriel movenieni -more than 4,UO,000 
were parMcipating m ihe demonstration. 
And also sume groups, progressive democre 
tic groups, began to understand that whet 
then bgypt leaders were looking for. to 
eliminate and to liquidate the PLO. was a 
false dream. We are the must imporrani 
figure in the Middle East dtlemma and 
equation. We are there. And nobody can 
hide the sun with his linger 

Q Have you changed the prevums PLO 
policy of arracks ovm ag.unsr fvach ciVi 
Hans? 

A: We. the PLO, are against any attack 
against the civilians We are against it. And 
we have declaied it many times. 

Q. What is the srgnj/iVancc of the accord 
you have reached with King Hussein (of 
Jordan) recendy.^ 

Ar You see, we have this agreement so that 
we can go together, we can cooperale 
together, to achieve uur land for peace. 

Q Have you forgotten Black September 
(the massacre of the Palestinians in Jordan 
in September 1970 }? 

A: You aee, we huve a big target, a holy 
target, to liberate uur holy land. Aad for this 
target, w« are ready to open a new page with 
avaryt^dy. 

Q: That was an astonishing massacre, 
wasn't it? 



A. Yc^. Not only there, in many places. 

Q: Wbat was Oen Zia's rote doling ihai 
time —«i 1970^ 

A: You can ask them, nut ask me Okay? 

Q: How do you vtew our Primo Minister* 

A lie IS foJluwing tn the footsteps of his 
great mother. He is now one of our gr<‘al 
leaders. Not only for *ndia, but also for the 
non-aligned countries movement. Whar had 
happened yesterday, with his participation 
in this solidaiity conference for the sake of 
rhe people of Namibia and South Africa, 
means a Int. This is an imponani sign. We 
have |o cemember that Mahatma Candhi 
had started there. And Rajiv Gandhi has 
come CO back it. Which is mosi significani. 

Q: Lastly, wbat is your real name? 

A: (Surprised! Why? 

Q: Because nobody seems very sure. 

A: fSmties) My real name? You $ee» my 
name is Mohammad Yasser Arafat al* 
HusaiAi. You see, that is my real name. They 
call me Yasaer Arafat 


We Will continue 
our struggle, 
because we are 
lacing this 
oppression, this 
apartheifl, this 
terrorism, from 
this Israeli 
military junta 
against our 
people, against 
Palestinian 
people, against 
the Arab people. 
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INVESTIGATION 


Ex-MPs in Search of Homes 

I Over 60 former MFs face ovicllon from government bungo/ows in DeJ/ij 


A f^ many ft\ L'x membvrN of 
I’^rhameni living in govvrn- 
menr burg<iluw> in (he posh 
arcds of Net* Delhi face the 
pnssibiilty of being forcibly evicted 
from their houses hy officials uf (he 
directorate of estaiet and the police. 
Several (iihers occupying flats may 
also be thrown out if they do not 
move our <01 their own. Two CHUM) 
MPa fiom West B«ng<il->Sudhir Koy 
and Puma Chandra Malik—were 
evicted from a fiat in Delhi's Vithel* 
bhai Haiel house even (hough they 
are sit 1 mg members of the Lok 
Sahha The flat had tu be cleared 
beijuse It was allotted in ihe name 
of a CPIlM) ex'MP« Nirmal Sinha 
.Siidhir ftoy and Hurna Chandra 
Malik protested, but m vain. Dozens 
of such evictions might have to be 
carried nut in the coming weeks as 
eX'MPs are refusing to move out. 

After (he December 1984 Lok 
Sabhu polls. 76 bungalows end 141 
flats were to be be vacated by mem* 
bers of (he seventh laik Sabba who 
had either lost iheir seats or had not 
cunlestud Ji all, AU uf them had been 
sent notices to give up their houses 
within one month from the date of 
(he dissolution of the seventh Lok 
Isabhat if December I9N4. But 127 
ex'MPs immediAiely filed in requests 
for the extension of the deadline 
giving various excuses. Eighteen re 
riorted s(ck, aooihei 18 wanted to 
retain iheii houses because their 
relatives were sick and others said 
they wanted to continue because 
their children were being educated 
in Delhi Makineedu. an ex MP. 
wanted to retain his house because 
he had fever, K. Lakappa said he 
wunfed to stay on because of the 
''court cases of hi.s sons.” N.K. She- 
jwalkar needed (he bungalow for 
“storing luggage," N. Selvaraju be* 
cause hi^ ''cnusiti is ill." Suiva 
Narayan Singh had “some personal 
difficulties"andSwami Indravesh did 
not want tu leave “due to certain 
cireurostances.'' &ik «>thcrs including 
Subramaniam Swamy and Ram Jeth- 
malani.wanting to be certain of a roof 
above their heads, filed cases to 
obtain stay orders. 

Un the other hand, the newcomers 
to the Lok Sabha have only temper* 
ary accommodation in hostels of the 
external affairs ministry and whatev¬ 
er accommodation was available in 


the Western Court. They have been ' in flats. The list of reouests, however, 
pressing (he house committee of the contains first and second termers 
Lok Sabba. which allots houses to who have demanded bungalows. One 
Lok Sabha members, for permanent MP has asked for a bungalow be* 
accommodation. Four hundred and 1 cause he has l^n awarded a Pad- 
two MPs of the eighth Lok Sahha | mashr«^e. Other*^ have demanded 
have sent in detailed preferences, 1 bungalows because they happen to 
right down to the number of (he head (ommiuees or en<iuiry cummis* 
bungalow or flat they want. Almost ^lons at the state level. It is also 
90 per cent of the MPs have put in learnt that Congress (1) MP Vyjayan* 
requests for bungalows, which are thimala Bali, a first termer, has l^en 
not available in such large numbers, demanding a bungalow perhaps be* 

Besides, a Urge number of r^uests cauK* of her st it us as a top star, 

also contravene the criteria laid Some of the MJ'> have justified their 
down for the alintmem of residential demands by stating precedents ihoi 
quarters for members of the l.ok are readily available. Even a firm 
Sabba. term MP like Rajesh Piloi had been 

According to (he rules, bungalowc allotted in 1980 a big biingakiw 
are to be given only to ihoce MHs who Safdariung Kitad, next tn the foi mer 
have been members of (he Lok Sabha residence of the Prime Mimmeri.Sha* 

for three terms or more or who are linitai Patil continued iu occupy ihv 
ex ambassadors, ex-Covemorv. ex bungalow allotted tu VasantcIndH 
chief ministers, ex-judges. ex* Patil even after he wenl back lo 
speakers or ex-minivters {either at MahHrashtia as CM In the case of 
(he cent re or in the .stales!. A11 others Chandrashekhar Singh, ihe former 

ary eligible only for accommodation chief minister of Bihar, his family 



•wmcTs-i< 







Narvta’» i rrNidrat« 6.11 c 

b«en paying ihair rcnis regiibrly. 
U’iiding the iisi uf such defaulters i» 
Bhishma N«irain Singh, the <>overrM)r 
«>f Assam. His allotment order for 1. 
Teen Murti Marg was cancelled on 15 
May 1984 but he remains in posses- 


Narain Slmth(Inwlland hisbiuHmhwal l.tcffMarH 


retained the house at Rajendra Pra 
sad Road despite his becoming the 
chief minister of Bihar, Members of 
the House committee and the 
directorate of estates have been 
trying to set things right but more 
often than not. they have faced a 
number of problems, Raj Narain 
Stayed at $. Teenmurti Lane, the 
residence of Maniram Bagri all 
through the term of the seventh Lok 
Sabha. When Bagri lost the elections 
this time, he vacated the premises 
but Raj Narain did not. in fact, when 
a squad from the directorate of 
estates went to evict him he shouted 
that he had been given the house by 
Indira Candhi and that nobody had 
the authority to remove him! 

Bungalows need lo l>« vacated as 
they are in short supply. The Lok 
Sabha pool has only H7 bungalows, 
50 of which are already occupied by 
members who have been in the Lok 
Sabha for more than three terms. 
About 60'Odd are held by ex- 
membens. An estimate prepared by 
the house committee uf the Lok 
Sabha says ihai even if the rules are 
strictly followed, ai least 107 more 
Lok Sabha members will haw to be 
given bungalows. The nearly- 
impossible situation has been made 
more difficult by the fact that mosi 
people occupying the bungalows 
beyond ihuir terms are polttical big¬ 
wigs. Many of them have also not 


«iru-a«igln ^Bcalr ^ 

siun of the house and on 28 Feliruary 
19g5 he owed Rs 73.959 as rent. 
Others who have been occupying the 
coveted Typc*VfII bungalows and 
owe rent as on 28 Kebruarv 19H5 
are: 

• SB. Sisodia; Rs 7.859.90 

• Satya Deo Smghr Ks S,l0i.40 

• Balenhwar Ram: Rs 9.584.99 

• Magan Bhai Barot: Rs 7,219.48 

• Charanjit Singh; Ks .4,38.145 
a D.D. Shasin : Ks ().641 85 

• H.N. Tendon: Rs 1.510.4K 

• A.R. Mailu. Ks 2,.188.64 

• R.Y. Ghorpade - Hs 8..M1.84 

• Rasheed Masood. Rs 9.886.4.4 
a Samar Mukhcrjce. Rs 4i6.75 

• N.D. Tewari: Rs 12,599.90 

• A.A. Rahim: Rs 8.146.15 

• K.V.B. Reddy: K$ 6.099.20 

• A.B. Vajpayee; Rs. 6.984.84 

• Maltikariun; Rs .1.301.90 

e Fatehsingh Ran (jackwad; Rs 
2,740.10 

The shortage uf accommodation 
has been accentuated by the poor 
condition of some of the bungalows 
that are available. A couple of them 
on Telegraph Lane have aijic- 
roofings which are unacceptable to 
any membec «f Pailiument. There 
are plans for the construction of 
some new bungalows but at the mo¬ 
ment the house committee is con* 
sidering plans for refurnishing neai* 
ly 200 bungalows and flats. The esti¬ 
mate for the first phase U Rs 
42.91,000. What happened to the ear¬ 
lier sets of furniture, nobody knows. 


INVI:STKiATI()N 








GUEST COLUMN/Chanchal Sakkar 


Media can bring 
awareness and 
that, In 

Venezuela, was 
intense. But 
practice is a 
ditlerent 
thing...Radio 
was not used 
enough...Print 
was an 

underestimaled 
dium. 


Venezuela’s Experiments 
With intelligence 

T he bolivar, not so wry Kinfi ajui. I children irrespetiivL* ol rhoir ubonomic ’ 
the hardest lurreniv in the worl/l tus ihi marginiii lumities uiv not be 
\n0 that must be> all that Indians | spectallv sought out The TV prOKramir 
kruiw abdtuf Venezuela Ttuil and 1 (tw insiamt. leflrct .1 s<‘ttini: far remu^ 


T he bolivar, not so wry hmfi ajui. wa& 
the hardest iurreniy in the worl/l 
And that mu^l all that Indians 
kruiw abdiuf Venezuela That and 
Brdivid lieing the* hirthplaie oi Sitncm Bnii 
vur. I.atin America's tiheralor from the yoke 
of Spain The pricking of the oil hobble and 
Ihret* devaluaiions later the bufivai does not 
ride high anv hmgt'r. bui its p.»it glory is 
visible KtiU. In Caracas it takes a lot of 
searching 10 find an old building. Every 
where, as the oil money cascaded in. gla^s 
and chromium skvscrapvrs shot up. Simon 
bolivar's home and the National Ascemblv 
were two of the very few rehes spared and 
one or 1 wu lovely homi's of Spanish grandees 
now used, with the iierkid interiors, as 
restaurants 

ll wasn’t tourism that took mv to Vene 
tuela. 1 had gone to evaluate, as pari of an 
imeinarmnaJ team, a most fascinating i*x> 
penmeni being attempted there About four 
years ago the Venezuelan government m*I up ' 
a ministrv for ihe development ul imcih ’ 
gt*nce. Behind it was a conviction, expressed 
ai different times bv distinguished resear¬ 
chers III various world lalxiratunes that, by 
certain stiinulations and interventions, hu¬ 
man intclligenie can be heightened 
irrespective of the children's environment- 
provided, nf course, one staried early - 
enough and devised an adequate pmg ] 
ramme. ’ 

In putting this expiTiment across to the j 
Venezuelan public the Family Project I 
<Proyocto FamiUa as n is called I has used j 
the mass*media extensively. In lac:, about SO j 
per cent of Pniyecto Familia's total spending ; 
was on the m^ra. Evaluating that was my • 
special task 

Venezuela, which has the largest national 
and percapiiaCPPin Latin America, is veiy ; 
lucky in iiv media set-up. In the urban homes 
of its lb million people. TVs are owned by % ; 
per cent (73 pei cent of the people in areas 
other than urban own TVst, Radios are 
owned by % per cent of the homes through- 
out the country (98 to 99 per cent of radios ^ 
arc owned by ihose in cities). Of the four TV * 
channels, two are ctwned by the government. 
The government (along with the public sec¬ 
tor) is the laigest edveriiser on all tha four | 
channels. It is natural to assume that the TV 1 
channels would be at the government’s dis¬ 
posal. But neither the extensive use of TV 
nor of radto. films and video tapes on 
Proyecio Familia has made a significant 
impression on the people. As far as we could 
foresee, (here were several good reasons for 
this. 

Although the scheme said it wa% meant for 


children irrespeiiivc* o! rhoir economic sta* 
lus the margmiii families aiv not being 
specially sought mil The TV programmes, 
fiw inviamt. leflrct J s<‘ttinR far removed 
l<•lm I'aiocas's ifiirggi populutiofl. There are 
wfi.de hillsKtcN lammed with siums, where 
sanii ition. health and living ennditions are 
bad' •'ghi voJis awav from Caracas’s Coun* 
iiv Ului or ilir homes of the ’Miameros/ 
(those who nwn property in Miami). 

The media was beiMj: worked in a frazzle 
III ilio sonw ih.ii then were frc*()uenl ^pots 
over rV and i.idio and > lumber of ’’talking 
heads" piogiammes of .KJ minutes One 
estimate has it that 1.740.000 people see 
eveiv week ihr premotional programmes 
about PI' put mil uvvr the cinema. The new 
motbris |K<r cent td (hem in ihc two 
disiiitts ol Veiuviiela where PK is being 
tried) rweived llie 11 educanonym the day 
aftei the birth of iheii children—in hospital 
and were being inchutled through video 
cassettes at the hed'^ide Trained '’facilita* 
tots" Jo the iiisttiiciitiR. W« watched (hem at 
It. Some weu' good, some incredibly buring. 
Atid rememlHT. a mother is nol at her best 
24 houis after the delivery of her baby, The 
results wrie less than whal we had expected. 
Media can bring awareness and that, in 
Vi'iic/ucla. was intense But practice is a 
difforcni ibing. Back from huspUel. muM 
mothvrs did luit visit the clinics where (he 
trauiinu in siimulalion was (u be continued. 
AfH •*iyw;»y svofl/l Nc'iemlfir opinion is not 
agreed on the amount of growth in intelU- 
gemc ll)<il can be induced There was little 
interpersonal contact once the mothers left 
the hospital Radio was not used enough. 
The posters were Jiiractive bul again unsuit¬ 
able for the slum hurhos- Print was an 
underestimated medium. 

We met ihe kev figure in the concept, Ur 
Luts Albenc* Machado. He had been the first 
mmistiT in the woild to head a ministry for 
human intelligence'. Thai was in the pre- 
viuos administration which changed in De* 
cember 19Bi. Dr Machado parried many 
questions pul by our team of sociologists, 
paediatricians as well as by media people 
like me He said that the laboratories of the 
w'flrid had a wealth of achievements that 
could be put to work in the field of human 
intelligence. We were left unconvinced 
Where we felt the scheme had gone wrong 
was in treating Intelligence separately from 
health end nutrition: in fact, from a prog* 
ramme of health and basic needs of the 
Venezuelan child. As part of a 

Programme for ihe Child. PF could be a 
forceful weapon: without that ambit it is a 
hothouse plant. 
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Takes a little- Gives a lot 
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Santhals in Terror 


r§Om Manmi'i «Me« wKh Slb« Sonn ShsM Mmnaiy «r JtertilHnd MskU Monh* 


Police//ring on Jribn/s prolo.^ffng ngaihsi oxploibilion fay usurers in o Biliar viiioge 
leaves 15 dead o/td Severn! ivounder! 


F e.ulut numbiicrs^ h«is cnme 
(ivcr tfioiiifinds <if lerror 
((ricktfn SanthalN iii Rihar*^ 

hill durtcd S«ihib|;iinj disiiut 

Ruthless opprvssinn hv a powetCul 
(mom*v>lund<T) poJice 4;U* 
que hds jiovr given wnv to bniiu 
furce; on 19 April, ufrvr a inonlh of 
(eiiMun beiwocri ihv iiilieK and 
Dikus /thv SoRtbiil naniv lor non 
rnbuJs), urmod Bihur Mdii^rv Police 
men took up pnitiiioiis on either side 
of n load in the village of R^njhi. 11 
km« frum SuhiliKan;. in optni fUe on .1 
mob of Snnthols s|iorling hows jrid 
Arrows. Tweiiiv five rounds were 
filed, killmr; ir> and iniuling nuiriy 
Among (be dead was the revered 
Sanihal lender and furmer Lok 
Sahha MP from the area. Father 
Anthony Murmu Appareiitlv, Father 
Mutmu und Madan Murmu, anoiher 
locel rribtil leudei. had iHerujIledio 
the village puodinyjr hhuvoti b\ the 
district authoniiv^ for “talks'* to 
pacify the mob No one ever sow 
them again. Three days later on 
April, the Sunlhals learnt that they 
had both “djed 111 tliv trouble * 
The tribals had l>t>en protesting 
against e .ploitalion and a reign of 


I leirot unleashed on (hem by the 
local io.rh«rj<irr. Mod ram Bhagat. 
whom tlie> accused of killing one of 
iluor knisiiien fiom the nearby vil¬ 
lage. Savayya, and I browing his body 
mio 0 p<»iid In a hid to avenge ihe 
mutdei. I hey had gone on the ram¬ 
page. burning and demolishing a 
nionliei of Rhngat'v houses and ihc* 
petsi office I where one ul BhagaiN 
men wti»rke<l> al une end of the vil 
lage It was o|ivn defiance that fol¬ 
lowed a hjr fa/ia - the Sanihal edict 
to deSirov a pt'rvm's property as 
punishment lor his crime against the 
tribe, a course the Sam Hals uke to 
whc‘n they lose their faith in lew. 

The SanihaK of Banjhi had been 
growing restive for cfuite vime tune 
A series of <|iiarrvls bei«veen the 
t>ikus and the disiria ufficiaM on one 
side and the S.inthals on (he oihei 
hud led 10 occasional violence. The 
Santhals had bc'en coming under in 
creasing economic strain of late, 
thanks to j raiher poce khanf crop 
and the Dikus* unscrupulous busi¬ 
ness practices. A number of them 
had been forced to mortgage their 
belongings to Motiram Bhagat. Trib¬ 
al discontenr over ihe poor prices the 


Dikus were offering for their forest 
produce—sal and kendu leaves and 
w(K>d-^had added to their wnes. Be 
sides. Motiram Bhagat had been un¬ 
willing to allow the SanthaU to fish 
in the pond that had been auctioned 
to him by the administration. 

Fur the iribab this was a cruel 
blow normally, it is ihc' practice for 
thi>se who hold temporary ownership 
rights over stretches ol the Gatigu 
and tanks in Sahibganj to lift their 
catch just once or twice ui the peak 
of the fishing season every yoar «nd 
allow the Santhals to tish in them foi 
the rest uf the time. This does not 
leave them vviih much fish. For a 
people whu are so ineMrkoblv tied 
to nature and livv as a part nf ii, 
fishing and shikB$ have * 
tremendous emotional appeal. And 
when Moiirsffl Bhagat broke irndi 
tion by asserting hjs righiv over the 
water the Santhals wore furious. 
Eventually the Santhals were asked 
to fish in the southern end of the 
pond; the Santhals would nor agree 
They claimed he wus trying lo «jve 
their fish from them. So they moved 
up north and lowered their neis«- 
only to find a decomposed corpse- 
floating an the water. They im¬ 
mediately recognised it Majhli 
Murmu. a eunuch frum Savavya The 
incensed tribaJs now say whv Moiir- 
am Bhagat would mil let them fish at 
the northern end which was thick 
with tall grass and iunglc. ft whs 
probably he whu bad goi Muihli 
murdered to steal the ornaments he 
wore and then threw his body into 
the water at the northern end wht're 
it could noT be easily spotied. The 
call against exploitation now became 
a call for vengeance. The Diku^ of 
Banjhi were boycotted, the Santhals 
refused lu do any more business with 
them and would not allow them to 
hold the weekly haat-^ihe mahajan'^ 
chief weapon of exploitation. They 
also wanted back all the properly 
they had mortgaged to Motiram Bha- 
gat free of cost. 


At this puini, the SDO Sahibganj, 
Harinarayan Prasad, intervened. He 
promised (he Santhals that he would 
have their property returned free of 
cost. The Santhals consented. The 
5DO also provided fair price shop 
facilities to the Santhals for their 
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weekly without the Dikus. The 
Santhels had also demanded a ban on 
the sale and consumption of liquor tn 
ihe haar. The SDO, surprised as he 
was, agreed immediately But above 
all the Santhals wanted revenge on 
Mntiram Bhagat for the murder of 
Majhii Murmu. And revenge they 
would have. A call was given to the 
Santhals of the area; the mad from 
Sahihganj was blocked with felled 
sekua trees; and 10.000 hate erased 
r riba I«set our in a bid for justice The 
police, however, had got to the vil< 
lage after removing the barricades 
hut not before a number of Bhagat 
houses had been burnt and des' 
troyed. Suon gunfire met the tnhals* 
Ixiws and arrows and a number of 
them wore felled. Panic spread and 
ever since the Santhals have been 
wary of vehicles coming to Bnnjhi 
with visitors Most nf them do not 
speak about what happened on 19 
April—either pleading that they did 
not know Hindi or that they were not 
in village ai that time or that they 
did not step out during the day. 

Kanju Marandy (2Sj Uy back on 
his bed on the first floor of Sahib 
gjnj's ramshackle district hospital, 
staring blankly at the ceiling. A stoic 
silence is all he can offer to a news> 
man's queries. His thigh was hit by 
two bullets. His brother who stood by 
hcM l>ed spuke m broken Hindi, "Hum 
kutumhjn rafia hai dekhtt nehin bar 
ghar mem ;iaA/ mhta unnis tarikh ko 
(I was on my way to my in-laws on the 
19thV *‘1 was not In the village when 
it happened," said Chunda Murmu 
who was also hit by two bullets in his 
leg. Another old Santhal had his arm 
in a plaster. 


of a sudden without even warning us 
the police opened fire on the crowd 
outside. They trained their guns on 
the peopie as they stood defenceless. 

I felt a stab in my heart. People were 
being mowed down before we even 
realised what was happening The 
police fired ai least 6070 shots. I ran 
away. People began running for their 
lives. I left Father Murmu and 
Madan iheie. I do not know what 
became of them after that. It was 
around 2 pm and then people ran 
home Now no one even comes out. 
There is no huat any more. People do 
not go to the barar. There will never 
be any more bazar in this village.** 
The indignMtion wa> evident 

The SIX). Harin^rayaii Prasad had 
quite a difleieni story to tell The 
dislnct oMitiJi WAS obviously at 
pains <0 explain the killing of the IS 
Santhals TheSPO »aid, "On the 
2Sth when they 'e fishing in Motir 
am Bhagdt's pond they found the 
body nf an adivusi hijra in the water. 
When they saw the body they were 
convinced that Moilram had killed 
the hijia. They sioppcJ fishing and 
went io the police station in Boreo 
and gheiaoed the officer in*charge, 
K.P Singh. A hit laha wax dune on 
Bhagai's house that day While ail 
this was going on we despatched an 
armed force and an executive magis* 
tratr lu the village along with u PSP. 

II was a hatra day (a day of the 
haan. Excitement was running high. 
Some of the Santhals were attacked 
by a group of Dikus. But this (act 
came in my knowledge only no the 
26th when I was negotiating with 
them (Santhals) This was because 
the Santhals had declared their in* 
reiition to avenge the attack—rhey 
stuck up some sal leaves on a slick 
and waved it for all to see. This is a 
notice that trouble is coming. The 
waving of the leaves is followed by 
the sound of drumbeats. On the 26th 
I got to know that the tnbals were 
gathering around 11.30 am. 1 spoke 
to the DC and SP and rushed to the 
Spot. I found a crowd of about S,0(X)* 
6.000 of them gathered near the pond 
beside the Damin bungalow in the 
village. I stepped out of my car end 
walked straight into their midst. 

“ I reasoned with them after 1 got 
to ihe bungalow but they would not 
listen. Then 1 warned them that if 
they were bent on violence then their 
arrows and my bullets would ring out 
together. However, there were three 
people in the crowd. Father Murmu, 
Madan Murmu and the sarpaneft,- 
Jetha Murmu who knew what I was 
saying. Most of ihe others did nor 
understand my Hindi. It was a com* 
mumcatlon problem; Jetha was help* 
ful. But even as we negotiated the 
diggaa were sounding. 1 was dragged 
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19th Both Father Murmu and I were 
with Sadiq Miva in the village baiar 
We were discussing the impending 
trouble Father Murmu said that if 
the trouble started it w<iuld he diffi 
cult to stop It. So It was best to nip ii 
in the bud. So we walked back lo 
Father Murmu*s house. Falher said 
that he would take a bath and he 
asked me to bar he too But just then 
we could hear the efug dugu (drum* 
beats), a sign of restlessness among 
the tribals. Father said we would 
bathe and go out and pacify the 
crowd which had already start^ eul 
lecting in the village. 1 went off home 
to bathe. But then three or four boys 
came and tnld me lo accorajMny 
them to the gathering. They said they 
needed Waders. For the next two 
hours a massive crowd collected. 
People came from all the villages 
nearby. Then five of us went to the 
authorities in the penchavar Mia van 
to reason with them—Father Murmu, 
the sarpanc/i's brother Madan Mur. 
mu. two others and 1 from here. We 
told them (hat we did not want to 
fight. We discussed three points. The 
SDO asked Father Murmu what he 
wanted and why we had collected in 
such large numbers. Father said that 
three gunshots had rung out of Bha. 
gai*x house and some people had 
been hit. The SDO repli^ that they 
were not bullets but parakas. Father 
Murmu said he could prove what he 
was saying. At that tinw* Copal Bha 
gat. one of (he daials. entered the 
room. An altercation followed. The 
SDO was roughed up, Bhagat was 
thrown out of the room, our calk woa 
over. We were about (o leave But all 


T he Santhal quarters of Banjhi— a 
village where the Santhals are 
completely segregated from the 
Dikus—some distance from the post 
office and the panchayat bhavan, 
close (f» where the Bhagats live, now 
wears an almost deserted look. 

A little distance from the school, at 
Father Aninny’s residence, an eerie 
silence prevailed. The Sunrhal lead 
er's widow, still shocked at her hus 
band's death, also denies knowing 
anything about what took place on 19 
April. “Babulal Soren was with him 
th«t day. He knows the full story." 
she replied in Saiithali to a question 
from a local Cangressd) MP, Mr 
Embram. 

there did not seem to be anyone 
around among the tribals willing to 
talk. Finally we traced them to the 
house of .Tetha Murmu, the sarpanch 
of the village We were greeted with 
cold stares. In the crowded room was 
Bdbiilal Soren, who served as Father 
Murmu's bodyguard Hi» tone wav 
excited; "It was just after B am un the 
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Idler for 1S«20 yards by the crowd I 
reali>ed I hey were going ro do » bit 
{ahi» uf Bhagai’s house in front of me 
The rest of the police force were 
wailing fur me in the panchay^t 
hhai dn. The Santhals were crying 
for revenge. Finally, 1 agreed lo go 
with the SanciiHls to tee the dead 
hiidy. I said that ihey deserved iheir 
revenge if one of their tribe had been 
killed. This 'Surprised ihem. They 
utked me lo say ihis in writing. I 
ugieed. They showed me the corpse 
of ihe San-clad hum floating in the 
pond. And 1 even wrote uut an under- 
lukirig. But ir was something quite 
different from what I had told them: 
it sjtd I hat you adivasU have lust a 
member who was killed. It it is 
piissihle we will sec that his killer Is 
hiingoil I also wrote that the pond 
belongs to ihe .idiv.rMs and Ihev 
reset veil the nghl lo fish m it. Their 
'.>wntfiship ut Ihe waters would later 
be regularised by a cuun order. They 
had also demanded that they would 
iMii hold their mmket with any Uiku. 

I .issuied rhem of all assistance " 

Hut even iis Mr Fra sad was busy 
making these roncestiuns tr» appease 
(lie enraged hanfhals, some of the 
I'lhesmeii fit^m adjoining villages 
Clime and told the Kant ha Is of Banjhi 
that It would be cowardice iv give in; 
if Motirjm Bhagal had killed a 
Sanilinl he shiiuld be punished. So 
the were suunJed again, “The 

Siirthals told me that they did not 
inisr me. They said if one of their 
members ^<ni)d be killed in front of 
ti>e. wild! protection could I offer 
them*' I got turmus. I told them I waa 
iu> Mahainij. I eould see what i could 
du foi them. Bui they must let me go. 
They seemed satisfied." Mr Prasad 
later went around the village on 26 
March with Jciha Murmu discrihut* 
ing money to those injured in the 
clashes with the Dikus. "To some 1 
gave Rs 10 or Rs 20 \ took four of 
Ihem to Siihibganj hospital. The 
attendant of one of the four was a 
ferocious sort. He did not understand 
a word of Hindi. But when I brought 
Ihem to Sahibganj and gave them 
food, he smiled at me. I thought the 
worst was over.’* 

It WHS not. On the 29th. which was 
another haet day, Mr Prasad visited 
Banjhi again to see if the heat was 
going on well. “I helped the women 
sell their wares and buy their food. I 
supervised ihc whole operation. But I 
noticed ihai there were no Santhal 
nien around. 1 asked the women 
where they were and I was cold they 
were holding a meeting in Bara Rax- 
hau, I rushed to the village. 
were sounding. But I was greeted 
there. They brouglic me a chair.* Mr 
Prasad was told that the Sanrhals 
now wanted a hear But not with. I 
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Dikus of Banjhi but the Dikus of 
Savaya. What if they did not come to 
Banjhi, “No. we will call them.*' (he 
SdHlhak (old him Mr Piasad agreed 
to provide ration shop facilities. He 
was also lold that liquor would be 
banned fr'im the markei^its con- 
sumption and sale—and (hat the 
Santhals «*(so wanted back all (he 
belongings ihev had oiurigaged to 
Moijram Bhagat Mr Prasad worked 
uut a compromise on the demands 
which the Hanthals were happv wiih 
“I will help vnu. Do nor take the law 
into yuur uwn hands.'* he luld them 
He coniimied his visMs to ihe Banjhi 
Batar to set* thai nothing went wrung 
with (hr arrangemeniN he had made 
On IS April came what ihe aullior- 
Kies call ihe “pfovocation" At a 
laigely attended public meet mg in 
RaxHau village addressed by (he 
Jharkhand Mukh Morcha (JMMi 
leader Sibu Soren. Masi Soren of 
Barber. Father Anihoiiy Murmu and 
Je(ha Murmu. the Senihalv were 
asked lo close iheir tanks nod fight 
for the tribal cause. Sibu S<»rt*u had 
allegedly told the gathering that 
banthals in the region far outnum¬ 
bered the Dikus. and ihui if all Ihv 
Dikus were cui up and diMrihuied, 
each Santhal would get “only a vtnall 
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piece of flesh." 

Sibu Soren himvelf (loc> not ik us 
having said ibts. Mi PioNdil iomsis 
this was inflammatory ]ahgii<i(ii | 
< Soren had uImi gone un ro say ihai j 
I the Dikus were surviving only on iIil J 
I blood and sweat of Sanihals nnd that j 
the laller uughi lo sinke iMck. The- 
meeting had decided on «iri indeprii 
deni inve.siigaiion inio (he tfouhlc hi I 
Banjhi Simon MjihiuIs of the ,1,MM 
was (n file a re|Hirr by 24 2% Apnl i 
•*On the I9ih at aWt !J,0(l .im.'s.ud I 
Mr Pravad, "1 was mfoimed Th.u iho I 
f road to Banjhi had Nth bloc kid uiul ! 

there had been some firing in ihv j 
, village. A( 11..10 am wy U-it S.diih ' 
I ganj, li iixik us two hours i<^ loach 
! the village where I saw flames vIkko i 
^ ing upfront houses on the souiti \id<’. ' 

{ The crowd in the mui kci place w.is I 
I enormous. As wo jpproached, ihioe ' 
ur four people from (he iinwd came | 
menacingly Tuwnrds me. I UMrned i 
(hem to Slop am! roiieot. but rhov 
I would not bsien Airr^ws wi-iy living 
m oui direction I asked ihe lou« lo ^ 
step back. Tear-gas <hvll*i wore lirod > 
ro cover up. There was a larhi (lunge 
Bui (his only hroughi down ten or 
twelve of them. What aie be 

fore arrows ? So I again suiniikd a 
warning and then ordered linng ni i 
I four different direcimns to pi event 
iht! adivasis from suirounding us 
The first five rniiiids weie Uied 
Then another ten. loiluwod bv 
another tun 1 uniered ilu poliuMo ! 
aim at the men who weie Ic.idnig ihi 
adivasis. Bui ii was only in ininuti s j 
later that I renlised that some peopJv | 
had been killed." A strange u abso 
lion indeed! 

The dead inilude Anna Miircnu 
(40l of Raxhau. Anrhimv Muimu 
(9S), Madan Mun&hi Murmu i2d) .md 
Bara Bharwa f 33 ) uf Banjhi, Ishw.e . 
Murmu {^5j and Kundao Suion I 
of Paharpur, Tliakui Tudu. Dunu) , 
Besra and Tnhhuvan Mrirnnilv of 
Kan, Dukhna Tudu and Chunka 
Tudu of Savaya. Badgao Soren (2(1) of 
Kandar and Munshi Mavayya nf Bara 
Kandwa. A number nf them have Iv'l 
behind widows and childreii who are 
now anxiously awaiting a government 
decision on compensation, which till 
the time of filing this report was yei | 
(o be made. Even ihe chief minister j 
and the inspector genera I ol p<iltce*s 
visit to Banjhi was a sham from iho 
beginning to the end: despite all (he 
“concern" for the victims, noi a siu^- | 
le Sanchal house was visited on 22 j 
April when the two VIPs drove in the ' 
village and drove back “We were all • 
waiting to tell the chief minisiei uui 
side of the story,* saidjetha Murmu, 
“but he went back from the road : 
near our side of the village." 

Mnnof Mttna. gaM&gan/ 
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Dilemma 


in Punjab 


By Harchantn Bains 


scre$$oii exclusivity and “repurifica* 
tion t s^K/dhiJraranf** ran counter to 
rhf* healihv i omprehensiv^ness of 
the Hindu creed. After the Arya 
Saniaj moveoient. Hinduism became 
a distinct sianci\ a personality rather 
than a &oul< a ruriain—if ftlorioua— 
spiritual tune rat er than an ahidinfi 
immanence. 

[i K inieresiinsi lu note that the 
Sikhs were amunf ihi first to 
embrace the Arvo Santa; But (he 
marnatfe soon broke uti. for some 
inexplicable reason, because the 
Sikhs beftan to be described as '*Hin> 
du derelicts** who needed to he puri* 
fled and brouiilii hack into the Hindu 
fold The Arva Samaj's call—'*back 
to ihe Vvdas”—was inevitably 
accompanied by a Klohfication of the 
Sanskrit and the Hindi lartkuagea. 
The Hindu Punjabi's attitude to the 
Punjabi lanftuaM is also attributable 
iai^elv to the influence of this move* 
mcnl and the Sikh insistence on a 
separate identity also dates back to 
the same period 

Tlie Arya Samaj was perceived a& n 
"lUnjipr" to the Sikh identity which 
was answered l>v un ecjually bellifte* 
rent SmKh Sabha movement. The 
Sahha tried to counter the Samajist 
‘'invasion'* throush an aggiessive 
assertion of the Sikh culture. 7 he two 
movements often clashed, producing 
acrimonious sparks uf cnmcnunal vio* 
lence. though these were confined 
mainly to a violence of minds. The 
Samaj's less.than*charirable refer¬ 
ences to the Sikh Gurus and their 
scriptures were answered with ecjual 
vehemence by the Sahha fohowers. 
Neither was true. The Hlndu-Sikh 
alienation today is a continuation of 
the Samaj Sabhe acrimony. This par¬ 
ticular phase uf history has played 
havoc with the secular spirit of the 
region. 

Fortunately, Arya Samaj is not 
Hinduism. It is only one strand of the 
spiritual tapestry uf this creed in 
which pantheism and monotheism, 
idol worship and pure meditation 
happily coexist. Its liberal imagina* 
tion IS limitless and it it futile to try 
10 set bounJeriei around it or even 


into vacuum wherever it finds one. 1( 
IS due to this that religions built 
aruund exclusivity of beliefs some* 
times react vudeiitly lo the presence 
of Hinduism at close guaners. 

Because of its esseniial openness, 
Hinduism has freelv imbilM'd influ¬ 
ences from other religions including 
Islam, ( hristiaiiily and, lateK, Hikh- 
ism Howc’vei. ai times, it has also 
fallen a prey to avoidable distortions 
m the faith Paradoxically. Ihe Arva 
Samaj, for instance, while being 
admirable in Ms reformist real and 
bold in Us progressive experimetiial 
ism. WHS Ht the same lime the first 
reolly retrogressive developmerii in 
Hinduism. It tried to throw this reli 
gion wiibin sei IxnjnJs and defmi 
lions lis emphasis on Hindu identity 
made- Hinduism—perlia|»s, foi the 
I list lime—a religion like aiiv other 
Till then, il had iranscvnded the 
nairow religious confines and had 
alway-i lieen a living. e'Vt-i-rc-newing 
culture ihat could laki- extreme 
opp«Miic-« in Its fold. The Arya bamaj 


W c- ufien tend to overknik 
the basic fad that no en 
during soluiion to (he Pun 
jah tangle can ever be 
found without taking inlo considera¬ 
tion the Hindu psvche in the state In 
trying to uiiilerstand the commun¬ 
ity’s viewpojtii M would he worth 
while lo have a guick look at (hc- 
plnb'sophy of Hinduism in solai as it 
can nelp restore u sense of toriiiv in 
the circumsiaru'es. This will also help 
u» iKidersinnd ihc genesis ol the 
Hindu dilemma 

As a treed, Hinduism is unmaished 
in culturnl nihiiess. It encompasses a 
boundless s|nrn of tolerance, an infi 
niie moraJ and intellectual liberal* 
jsm and an ustunriding capacitv lor 
reform. Only the religion uf the 
ancient Greeks and Buddhism cun 
touch the moral and spiritual wealth 
of Hitiduism Sirtvc it wls itsell no 
boundajies iind is essentially 
ethvruiil in tiaiure, it tends lo spill 
across the buuiid.s of other rchgiuns. 
it IS in the nature of air that flows 


acUMV^n 
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define it. 

The question then is: Why does the 
Hindu Punjabi tppear to be so un* 
worthy of his religion? Why. of all the 
people, should i Hindu appear to be 
so intolerant, aggressive and insensi* 
live to the feelings of his brethren 
from other communicies? The answer 
lies not in bland communahsm nor in 
hegemonistic majoriiyism. The atti¬ 
tudes and the historical factors that 
have shaped it need to be considered 
sympathetically 

We do not often understand the 
stress and strain of being a Hindu in 
Punjab While the character of our 
national politics, except in the past 
few years, has remained generaUy 
secular wirh the communal Hindu 
parties being routed by Kehru's Con* ; 
gress which swore by genuine secu- | 
larism, politics in Punjab has never i 
freed itself from communal clutches. 
This was somewhat inescapable in 
view of the presence in the state of a 
strong religious minority and its 
fears nf being absorbed into the 
dominant religion of the country. No 
one has ever tried to essure the Sikhs 
that their separate identity would be 
respected under all circumstances. 
The more the majority insists that 
Sikhism is not e separate religion, 
the greater the suspicion of the Sikh 
towards the motives of the majnnty 
community. This has led to a harden 
ing of attitudes. 

Some of the leaders uf the Sikh 
communiiy, especially in the Kifiiee. 
accused the country of a breach of 
trust with the community. Without 
going ini'' the merits of such an 
accusation, one can make a guess 
about the impact of such an attitude 
on the Hindu Hunjabi who has had to 
l>ear the biuni uf the Sikh wrath 
against the centre. 

T he Hindu attitude to the Akali 
Dal. the main polirical parry of 
the Sikhs, also needs to oe under* 
stood sympathetUally. To begin with, 
they complain that it never functions 
as a mere political parry but as a 
religio-politicel front for the Sikhs. 
This charge is difficult to answer. In 
the circumstances, the other com¬ 
munities cannot be expected to iden* 
tify themselves with the aspirations, 
struggles and ideologies of the party 
The Hindu aloofness from the Dal is 
at least partly due to the Dal’s uwn 
refusal to broaden its base to include 
Che non-Sikhs. Even the intelligent 
and liberal Sikhs sometimes feel left 
Out of the political mainstream of the 
community. The Dal should adopt an 
attitude by which the great secular 
tenets of the Sikh religion are prop¬ 
erly projected. It can indeed be dona 
without the Akali Dal having to 


chaise its easential character as a 
Punjabi Of even a religious party. 
Fortunately, the Dal has enou^ 
secular nerve in its coapontion to 
achieve this. Indeed, it has often 
done so in the past. One should not 
refuse to acknowledge that at some 
crucial moments, the Dal has really 
transcended narrow religiosity. A 
ver> recent instance was their offer 
to launch a /norcha jointly with the 
Hindus in Punjab to protect the cow 
immediately after the “beef tallow 
scandal**—(hat is. in a period marked 
by uncommon communal frenry in 
the state. That made the gesture all 
the more admirable. 

But the gesture was lost in the 
aU*enveloping darkness of communal 
killings The tension and insecurity 
of the Hindu Punjabis during those 
days account for their new found 
arrogance now. They lived through 
three years of near encounter with 
death and find ii hard to forget their 
travails. This is understandable. But 
they should also remember that a 
large number of Sikhs got killed 
simplv because they refused to adopt 
a communal attitude towards rheir 
Hindu brethren A Sikh Uvman 
reacts wiih horror oven today at the 
prospect of rnnocenr people being 
killed This is why the .state, especial* 
ly the Sikh'dominaied countryside, 
remained free from communal riots 
when extremism was at its height. 

The trouble now iv that our percep¬ 
tions have been ravaged by the dis* 
lurbing Tia:ure of recent events: 
HTien eye* are bU*odshot. the vjsjon 
IS nerrew. If we get over our fanatical 


agitation and try to understand each 
other's problems wiih a compassion¬ 
ate approach, the solurions will be 
much simpler than we think. All we 
need is the courage to confess oui 
mistakes and the vision to under 
stand the reasons lor those of others. 

Take the language question, for 
example. The Hindu attitude to the 
Punjabi language needs to be under* 
stood in the proper perspective It is 
not as if no Hindu reads or writes 
Punjabi. On the contrary, many of 
them have vuluniariJy opted for the 
language as a vehicle of serious ex* 
pression Anyone familiar with the 
trends tn modern Punjabi liierarure 
will bear oui that the Hindu con- 
tnbutinn to the language is immense. 
It was a Hindu—Shiv Kumar Batal* 

' vi_who lifted this language out of ic» 
seeming limitations and restored to 
I it Its totally world-class i ichness. The 
way the Punjabi language bln>snmcd 
and expanded at the touch of Buialvi 
is something all Sikhs aie proud of. 
One of (he greatest Punjabi play* 
wrights IS again a Hindu Balwant 
Oargi. One of the most popular Pun* 
jabi fnik simgsiers—Nand Lai Nur* 
purl—was alw a Hindu Again, it is 
nui as though ihese are stray inst* 
ances The number of Hindus writ* 
mg in Punjabi i» nearly as large as 
that of the Sikhs doing the same. 
Afflitoi, Dhani Ram Chathk. I. C. 
Nenda, R. 1.. Ahuia, LaU Kirpal 
Sager. Kripa Sagar, Bhushaii. 1/ok 
Nath, Prem Kumar. Kanwar 
Chauhan. Ram Snroop Ankhi, Niraii- 
jan Sharma. K L Carg, Pariiosh 
Gargj. Pntam Davs. Charan Dass, 
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KnrgMten Hindu wd Stkk vwUm m Um stmU In Aav4(Mr 


Turkush Sathi—(he lint \% 

I Ctin r>n« reully duuhT (he outttsndmg 
. c(»niriburiun of (he Hindu whiers to 
moclorn Punjubi hieraiure and Un* 
tfuuee? Sums'll mu back, the SCPC 
honoured Asha Bhon.sale fur her 
rendition of the Sikh Gurbani. The 
Punjabi theatre is being served with 
a mis<uuntfr>' zeal by twn young Hin 
du uxnerimentalisu. Ashwani Chat 
Icy and Tripta. These are just a 
handful of examples of how the Pun* 
lahi Hindus have done their mother 
longue. Punjabi, pruud 
This, of cimrse, is nni to gloss over 
the ilhadvised attitude of some mem 
bers of the Hmdu Punjabi commun> 
i(y who refuse to own Punjabt as 
ihcir language. They are unable to 
ftive one good reason fur their atti* 
(ude and. coTTsequently, they emerge 
communji. It is for them to do some* 
Thing to rebut this charge. In men* 
tinning Hindi as their mother-tongue 
in the census records, these people 
were guilty of an outrageous he {they 
know it too) and they do not even 
have a good enough reason for it. In 
iiddition, (he exercise is self 
defeating. Perhaps, it was due to an 
emotional attachment to Sanskrit, 
but how many of them have taken 
the trouble to learn, to read, write, 
Speak or even understand Sanskrit? 

Initially, it was born of an oppo«i* 
tiun to Ihjnjah being reduced to a 
Sikh*majoriiy area. But, iromcally, 
by refusing to register themselves as 
Punjabi*speakmg people, these elc* 
ments ensured a communal rede* 
morcition of the state. Had all of 
t^em spoken the truth about their 


mo(her*tongue. the vast Punjabi- 
speaking but Hindu-dominated areas 
now left outside Punjab would have 
remained with it. thus ensuring a 
] Hindu majority in the new Punjab 
Communahsm can indeed backfire 

T he language syndrome has 
anoiher pitfall. By insisting un 
Hindi as iheir mot her tongue, some 
Hindus unwittingly bestowed on the 
Sikhs the status of a full-fledged 
separate cultural unit, something 
they themselves refuse to acknnw* 
ledge now. The attitude alvi helped 
the protagonists of the “Sikhs-are-a 
separate-nation" doerrioe. because 
they could then claim to have clin¬ 
ched an important item of separation 
I from the Hindu religion. The cultural 
abenalion of the Sikhs from Hindu¬ 
ism was completed by the refusal of 
some Hindus to share a common 
language with the former. 

But at the same tune, it is neces* 
sary to view this attitude against the 
background of strong ethno-ceotrism 
of the Sikhs. Perhaps, io reaction to 
the proselytising mission of the Arya 
Samaj. the Sikhs shrank away from 
Hinduism into ever-dlminisbing 
j boundaries. There was a time when, 
in essence. Sikhism was the only 
religion of Punjab with the Hindus 
being the Sehajdhan Sikhs. Many a 
I Hindu family looked upon Guru 
Nanak and tfw Holy Granih as parts 
of then own cultural heritaga h was 
the custom for many Hindu families 
to have rheit eldest male child christ¬ 
ened a Sikh. The two religions often 
overlapped producing a glowing 


cultural harmony. 

I Unfortunately, all this is now a 
thing of the past. The greatness of a 
religion should be judged by the 
degree to which it is acceptable to 
those belonging to ocher faiths. By 
this yardstick both religions pass the 
test handsomely but their followers 
do not. The Sikh religion, in us 
purest essence, towers above all the 
resi in secular appeal. It has been 
found to be acceptable to ^uen 
‘ mutually-aniagonisiic communiries 
as the Hindus and the Muslims. 

In fact, the Sikh religion is, more 
chan anything else, a mission againsi 
the division of societies on the basis 
uf religious beliefs. Guru Gobmd 
.Singh made a creed of spiritual 
catholic;!V describing the variety of 
.religions a% "merely ,1 product of 
environmeniul differences." He went 
to great length^ to explain ihai his 
fight was not agdinsT IsUm m any i 
religion but only against "some pnli. 
cics of a k I ng m is led by a cauc us." He 
I showed a healthy respect fur Islam 
and reminded his Muslim adversary 
\ that the latter was deviating from 
Islam . ^uch m<*gnHnimiiy tn one’s 
sworn enemy and such clarity of 
visinn about the actual Ksuck ai 
stake is v«rv rare in world hisiory, 
especially in ihe histciry nl religiunV 
It was no wondei. then, that a large 
number uf Muslims also joined the ' 
(«uru's ranks 

This catholicity, this claritv of vi¬ 
sion regarding uur actiio] problems is 
missing today. There is nothing 
wrong with a Hindu revivalism or a 
Sikh revivalism a> lung as its puisuit 
is directed towaids what Dr Kadhuk 
rrshn.in rxMs “discovery of the pro¬ 
found in the univemc. The most 
profound » the most unique, and the 
must unique is ihe must universal,' 
The uniqueness of each religion is 
nothing objectionable. Consider the 
Better is death in one's own 
reUgion than lite in another's/The 
religion of another brings danger." 
Or. take Swami Vivekananda. for ( 
example. “The Christian is not tu 
become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a 
Hindu or a Buddhist to become a 
Muslim. But each must aasirnilatc the 
spirit of the uther and yul preserve 
his individuality and giow according 
10 his uwn law of growth." Is this 

[ separatism? Let the Hindu respect ' 
the Sikh identity and lut the Sikh 
harness this identity towards making 
India the envy of nations the world 
over. 

This is merely to say that the need 
of the hour is not a Hindu or a Sikh 
revival but a cultural revival in 
which respKt lur truth is placed 
above loydtv to a narrow inierpreta 
tion of en6\ religion. People who 
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sacrifice truth for religion can sacrU 
fice religion for communalism and 
community for their own selfish 
ends. A person who is not honest 
about truths and facts is irreligious, 
First, let us be honest to facts in 
Punjab. The Hindus in Punjab have a 
point when they protest that (heir 
Sikh brethren have been presenting 
the state’s case in strictly religious 
terms; all in the name of keeping 
politics and religion together In 
ordet to understand their views one 
should imagine the existence of a 
strong ethnocentric Hindu political 
pany uperating from the premiser» of 
the Durgian Temple m Amritsar as 
its headquarters and using a strong 
religious terminology in presentirig 
Punjab’s case. Jt >s interesting to 
consider how the other communities 
would react to it. To the Sikhs who 
nre basically a religio political com 
muniry, the mixture of religion and 
politics seems a natural enough com 
binatinn. But it will be educative tu 
reflect nn the possible fate of the 
natiun if all religions start using the 
same mix. In fact, this hax already 
started happening and the Sikhs 
have been at the receiving end of its 
impact. In a communalised atmos¬ 
phere, (he arithmetic of democracy 
will always work to the disadvantage 
of ihe minorities. Therefore, ir is 
even more impnrtoni for the minur- 
ities that politics he secularised. 

Perhaps, the peculiar nature of 
Akali poliiics also pofMss as a siumb- 
ling block for ihe Hindus m under¬ 
standing ihe Sikh viewpoint as essen¬ 
tially sane and rational. As a political 
party, the Akalrs arc subject to the 
dynamics of democracy in which ev* 
ery party has to face rough and 
abrasive criticism. Unforrunaiely, 
because of e confusion between their 
religious and political Identities, any 
criticism of the Akalis appears to hit 
the religious sensitivities of the 
Sikhs, This is not to suggest that 
parties based on religion ^ould be 
disbanded, but tholi roles in the two 
capacities should be clearly demar¬ 
cated to avoid confusion Thus, while 
it is perfectly right for the Akalis to 
launch a morcAe for the redressal of 
grievances of the community from 
the Harimandtr Sahib, agitations on 
political aspirations in which they 
want other communites and parties 
to support (|iem may have better 
chances of success if they are laun¬ 
ched from a secular platform. The 
Akalis should not find It difficult to 
work it out, since their political in 
legriiy and belief in secular ideals 
can never be doubted, regardless of 
Ihe propaganda against them. 

The Hindus in Punjab suffer from 
a minority psychosis If is a strange 
kind of B psychological phenomenon 


in which (hey somerimes do and 
sometimes don't accept their minor¬ 
ity status. Because of their emotional 
atiachmem to their cieed sprawling 
across the length and breadth of the 
country, they find it difficult to 
accept with grace their inevitable 
status as a minority community in 
Punjab. Bill the charge that the Hm 
du Panjabis' attitude to the state is 
colonial or that they are mere time- 
servers is so much nonsense 
Perhaps, some of them may have 
I rhought of moving oui of Punjab just 
as some Sikhs have had to migrate to 
Punjab under similar tensions. Bui, 
by and large, no Punjabi can help 
being proud d his state. Emotionally 
and culturally, a Hindu Punjabi hav 
more in common with his Sikh neigh¬ 
bours than with his coreligionists 
from other pans of the country. Tins 
becomes amply clear when the iwu 
meet each other outside the siaie 
Puniabi subnaiionalism like Tamil 


The Hindus in Punjab 
suffer from a minority 
psychosis. It is a strange 
kind of psychological 
phenomenon in which 
they sometimes do and 
sometimes don^C accept 
their minority status. 


vub-nationalism is a strong enough 
semliTient to embrace people from 
different communities, including the 
Muslims. 

The main problem of the Hindu 
Punjabi is that there is no one to 
articulate his privations in a plauM- 
ble but nun<ommunal way. As a 
result, his peni-up stress often ex 
plodas in communal aggressiveness 
The plethora of militant Hindu or^- 
nisations in (he slate has done mure 
harm than good to the Hindu Pun¬ 
jabi. The militant communalism of 
these organisationvtamishas (he im¬ 
age of the commuri Hindu as much as 
that of his Sxkh compatrioiA. Quire 
unnecessarily,a Hindu Punjabi is 
asked to prove that he Is nut a ii aitox 
CO Puniab. 

When a Hindu Punjabi goes uui of 
the stale, he often finds his Punjabi 
background somewhat of a handicap. 
This fact oewds to be understood bf 
the Sikhs. An educated Hindu Pun¬ 
jabi told me recently. "Outside Pun 


I jab they hate us because we arc | 
Punjabis. Here you haie us because ' 
] we are Hindus Where should we 
go?" He had a point. In speaking I 
I about his anguish, he also really \ 
I summed up the Hindu dilemma in i 
Punjab. The answer to his question . 
lay, perhaps, in that while the Sikhs { 
should do s<tmethjng to slop ihe ' 
Hindus from feeling like "hostages". 1 
4 Hindu himself should be more a 
Punjabi than a Hindu And Ixith 
I should understand ihai their com 
mon stale bind** ihem together more 
sffonidy than their separate religionh 
, Can divide them. 

The teceni controversy over Pun¬ 
jab lieing merged wnh neighbouring 
states IS likely to lead to a fresh spate 
of conmunul tension in the stare. 
Thu idea is fraught with dangerv and 
wu must lx Vigilant agaiiiM its dis¬ 
ruptive implication^. The militum 
Hindu ori;anisalions in the. state have 
rushed to welcome it knowing full 
well chat this will only deepen the 
wounds of their Sikh brethren. Ii is 
one thing fur all of us lo campaign for 
the niiional good hut it is srrange for 
a Punjabi alwavs to he seen advocui 
mg the cave of other states against 
Punjab, as some trouble mongers are 
doing now lis impaci nn the free 
tured social fibre of the stale cuulJ 
bt- disastrous. 

They allege that the Sikhs want to 
make Punjab a Sikh dominated area. 

Of course, what they dn not cleai ly 
say IS that, conversely, (hey want to 
make it a Hindu dominated urea. 
Perhap-i. in national interest and in 
keeping with the secular ideaiv that 
we preach, no one should really act 
horrified if une or two states in the 
country remain Hindu-minoriiy 
ureas. This is why the merger idea, 
aiiAvd clearly against Punjab, should 
be resisted especiuDy by those Hiii 
dus who want io < onvmce (he minor¬ 
ities that India is not a Hindu rashira 
and (hat ihc dommani cnmmuniiy of 
tin* ciiiintry is not bent on crushing 
the mmurities wherever they have a 
chance in enjoy political power with- 
ill the Indian Union 
A special responsibility rests on 
the Hindu Punjabis and the Sikhs. 
Otherwise, in the welter of confused 
and confusing facinrs, buth will man¬ 
age to got themselves misunder¬ 
stood, csjHcially if they continue to 
lei communal elemenis speak for 
(horn. They need tci do juscrca to iHe 
endearing freshness of ihe state's 
magnificent culture. The fields of 
Punjab and ns skies are open enough 
for various religious sects, beliefs 
and aspirations to breathe and flour¬ 
ish in.. We need to resurrect the 
traditional Punjabi cosmopolitanism. 
The future of India is being shaped in 
Punjab. 
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The Entertainer Bows Out 


SliireifJsJj Kdnokarof iSyndicalcd Press pro/iirs o singing phenomenon 


crhrf/ft* C*iw/fe 

Mvrvy Yvh Yumi Kakftna 
kiibhtf AiviOa Nu Kehnu 
Kubhie Alvidii Na Kthna 


cn»n whos« sunss were on 'he lips of 
every schoolboy and collegeftoer for 
years, the only singer who could 
wiihsiand the mighty Mohammad 
Kafi wave has finally decided ro 
Mttle down to a i^uieter life in hi^ 
native place Khandwa in Madhya 
Pradesh with his fourth wife leena 
rhandavarkar and second son 
Sumect According to him, he has 
had )ust about "enough of filmt." 

The annooncemeni did not raise 
many eyebrows in the world of film 
music. The reason, the industry does 
not take the man seriously. Even the 


most shocking statements are not 
beyond him. People iT< the industry 
say Kisbure Kumar had once angrily 
declared that he would not sing for 
Amiiabh Bachchan because the su¬ 
perstar had failed tu make a guest 
appearance in one of the fihni he 
produced. This time, however, both 
his wife and son are convinced chat 
he lies called it a day When this 
correspondent sought an interview, 
Kishore Kumar was as evasive as 
ever. His elder >*n, Ameet Kumar, 
was more forthcoming. "Well." he 
said on the telephone, "my dad will 
retire after e couple of months once 
he completes all his assignments, 
including I wo of his own films which 
are on the floor. He will continue to 
sing In concerts in India and abroad. 
He will also record a few songs.** 

So, it will be a partial retirement 
for today’s most sought after male 
playback singer-^ihe only one to 
have made a comeback. Before one 
Afadhana 0^69; was made. Kishore 
Kumar was an actor who sang his 
own songs for the films he acted in. 
After Aradhans, his voice became 
the voice of every hero. Three lead* 
ing lights of the Hindi screen, Dev 
Anand. Rajesh Khanna and Amitabh 
Bachchan. owe their success partly to 
him While Kishore Kumar has bwn 
singing for Dev Anand for lorg;, Ra* 
jesh Khanna became a boa office hit 
vrith rhe song "Mere sapooJcr rani" 
and Amitabh Bachchan with the 
popular "Khaike peen Baneraswafa." 

How does one describe his singing 
voice? If Rafi’s was metallic. Manna 
Dey’s trained, Talat Mehmood's silky 
and Mukesh's melancholic, then 
Kishore Kumar's voice was versatile. 
But this was the same epithet people 
used for the voice of Mnhammad 
Rafj. If Rafi was ever given a ghaul, 
a gcM, a qawali or a bhe/an to sing, 
he showed his proficiency equal^ 
with each. But Kishore Kumar 
appealed to fans of all sexes, age 
groups and social strata. 

It wa^ however, strange to witness 
Kishore Kumar slipping back to the 

f )sttion of an also-ran at a Tima whan 
ifi was getting mora offers than ha 
could cope with. In fact, the film 
industry dealt with the two singers 
quite unpradictably. After a long 
stint, Rafi was unLaramoniously 
Ignored and sidelined and replied 


A nd sv Mhull It be. Even 
though at 56 Kishore Kumar 
hoH finally taken his leave of 
(ho tiresome routine of Bom¬ 
bay's fast paced film world, for the 
miiliuns ho has regaled for decades, 
on and off the screen, as comedian, 
hero, and melodramatist. he will be 
an unforgettable face and voice. The 


Kisbort Kumsr 







SUNDAY SPliC IAl 


by Kishort Kumar. AradVtaxia w»t a 
watershed in two careers: it marked 
the emergence of Rajesh Khanna as 
an actor and the reemergence of 
Kishore Kumar as a singer. People 
seemed unconcerned about the fact 
that there were singers like S.D. 
Burman^ who had better records than 
Kumar. Andhana was a hit. and with 
it, Kiihore Kumar's versatile voice. 

S.D. Burman once said of him. "His 
singing style is simple. He has no 
qualms about it. He gives every bath¬ 
room singer en impression that if he 
ever was to sing, he could sing like 
Kishore. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. But the reason why 
Kishore is stupendously successful 
and popular is because a common 
man can easily identify with his 
voice." Composer Anil Biswas, one of 
Kishore Kumer'a ardent admirers, 
feels the same. In the lete SixtieSi 
Biswas had declared that Kumar was 
the best singer of the day. Not every* 
one agreed. But then he went on to 
add that Rafi was a "Bhendi batar 
singer" without a seasoned voice. 
This infuriated Rail's numemu^ fens. 
There was an uproar. Eventually, 
Kumar was forced to say that he was 
himself an admirer of Rafi. and he 
had been shocked by what Biswas 
had said. 

Thare are others who dislike 
Kumar. Sejjad Hussain, a temper* 
amental music directoj said. 
"Kishore can't King. If you want io 
call somebody walking on the oppo¬ 
site footpath, he has the kind of voice 
you need to yell at him I don't know 
why he sings.’’ But the industry has 
never paid attention to Hussain's 
comments. (It was Hussain who once 
said in praise of Lata Mangeshkor, 
"Lata gaan bai. baak; sabroreyha-i." 
meaning only Lata sings, the rest 
weep.) 

Surprisingly, most composers 
found Kishore Kumar at his best 
when he recorded songs which he 
was to render on the screen lumseif. 
Anil Biswas in Faieb, Sajjad Hussain 
in RuJcsaita, C. Ramachandra in 
Asha, O.P. Nayyar in Naya Ancfaz, 
Shankar*Jaiki$hen in RangoU and 
Mad an Mohan in Bhat Bfiai, all relied 
OQ Kishore. The results were delight¬ 
ful. Even the late S.D. Burman. in the 
days before Aradfiana was made, 
always used Kishore Kumar to sing 
for iWv Anand 

It was in 194g that Kishore Kumar 
Started singing for films. Among his 
first film songs was Marney ki 
duwaye kyon mangit, compost by 
the late Knemchand Prakash for the 
film Ziddi (t was the first time 
Kumar had lent hii voice to Dev 
Anand. The association lasted. 
Kishore'! acting, however, was never 
taheo much notice of. His desire to 


riw three bmShm; dnm t to ri Amp. Ashok* and Kkkore Kemar 


become a singing star likeK.L Saiga] 
remained a dream. 

Nobedy can sum up Kishore the 
way his dada (elder brother! Ashok 
Kumar can. "He is a freak. Look. 1 
have studied classical music and he 
hasn't. But see where he has reached 
with his music. He knows his srior by 
intuition. This is not to suggest thai 
he didn’t work hard lor his success.*' 

Kishore Kumar composed the 
music for all the films he has made, 
except the first. Cha/n ka Naam 
Caadi. But today, even as a man with 
a large number of hits to his credit. 
Kishore still cannot write musical 
notations. As ea actor, he brought 
rare spontaneity, humour and indi* 
vidual charm to the roles he played. 
Early in his career, he was branded a 
(’omedian. and in order to escape 
being stereotyped, he started making 
more sober films It was a desperate 
attempt to change his image, but it 
failed. The audiences were not in¬ 
terested in seeing him rry his hand at 
glum-faced roles. His comic appear* 
ances, too. were none to«i popular; 
the audience had learnt to expect 
only buffoonery. Often, be svould be 
jeered at if he played a senous role. 
Even m Krishikesh Mukherjee’s 
award-winning film Musafir, in 
which be acted as an unemployed 
youth, Kiahore's work went un* 


appreriaivd—because if wasn't 
funnv. 

Kishurc did nul ever plan his 
career. He took rules when they were 
offered lo him He was never chonsy 
HbouT his heroine*. Working with 
actresses like Meena Kumari and 
Madhubala did not prevent him from 
acting opposite unknown heromei,, 

Ahhou^ he had worked m the in¬ 
dustry for over three decades. 
Kishore Kumar never really be¬ 
longed to it: he jealously guarded bis 
privacy, which made him inaccessi¬ 
ble. With Raaj Kumar, he is one '»f 
the must eccentric persons in the 
film world. A tabalch/ (drummer) 
once recalled the moment when the 
einger walked in for a recorilmg with 
a toothbrush in his mouth, A leading 
arranger narrated a story of how 
Kishore had cume late (u a recording 
once, aped the composer, conducted 
the orchestra, walked out of the 
studio and driven back home. He is 
also said to speak rather loudly over 
the lelephoire. and set his dugs on 
uninvited visitors. People often said 
"he has gone mad." One person who 
does not agree is Lara Mangeshkar, 
who has known him since 1948 when 
she first tang a duet with him: "Non* 
sense. He is as sane and sensible as 
any other person." 





SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Battle for Freedom 


On 9 May 1H57. Hry sopoys ot Meerul were punished for refusing to accept greased 
curlndgtrs on ndigjous ^'rounds. The next day, their compolriols rose in revoJt and 
them /ro/n prison. 7’h<j| triggered off the bloody uprising of 1857. The notion 
that ndigjous pre/ndicus fiJone/uelJed the sepoy mutiny could not be further/rom the 

truth, writes Bhoia Chotterji 


A ceiuurv liuti riiUt'd bv Mmv 
I'hisKcv Ivw rtiAliNh* 

rnt'M, ;muI si ill fewrr Indiiinv 

uven imiiuiiiL* ih»*i 
wrHihrd sepov lumUi iis<> lu 
hon un t mpirv on whnh ihc* 

Skill dill HOC S4>t. Vol lIUlC WMS pK'CtM* 

Iv w|i«tt (hr st’pov ilui when, on 10 
May IKS7. In* liuikd U^liadur Shuh LI 
iis i rnprrnr. And ilu* Hp<iV did ti fui 
im sinm No nullnr Kovr onv IikiIcs ar 
ji, III 1 Ht 17 . "Ihi’ people ot Indi;!”. n>^ 
K M. Oiifltkkvr ohsemd, “mide one 
effort un a nationaJ scuke to 


^ jirt’dvtfJ Ldrtridnes. Such results aio 
• oicasioned by edi^uete causes, and 
> by an accumulation of ade(|uaie 

I causes " 

' Niithinit could be more correct 
[ ihun this. There ««ere causes rooted 
i deep Ml the soil that led to ihe 1K$7 
iijirisini; Indians were in a despon* 
I dun I miMHl jiid (hey intensely re 
senied the way the white man was 
KiunK alMiut hi5 business. It did not 
' escape the notice ol whoever, black, 
brown or white, had not set his face 
•leaiosi the hard facts of life In the 


j. ■ 


^ A 



Ihc urni.i an (he most’ wNh «lcphan«« 

lecovei their freedcmi." f 

Then tir^v fill Ireedom wus the* | 
husic tiu'loi which motivated the 
I8!>7 struKi^le is too obsious ru be 
(lispnivd To sniu'ost that rvUnions 
picjudicc, Nvmlxiiised by (lie con- 
IT overs y over c a rtf lilacs smeoted 
wiih the fat 'rf (he c^iw or ihc* pii; illie ^ 
ore taboo to the Hindu and the other | 
to ilie Miislitnlpiovoked the sepoy to : 
set (he Ounita on fire wuuld be utter- ; 
Iv rhliLuious. Beniamin Uisraeli. the | 
Prime Minister of KniJland. surely 
knew what he wa.s talkin^ about 
when he said, on 21 July in (he 
House of Commons ih.it The "decline 
and lull of empires are not affairs uf 


words of a British army officer. 
**there was. we repeat, in India at the 
lime of the outbteak of the mutiny, 
such a breathless suspense and 
smothered excitement of inward 
icTlma. umoni; all the natives, as to 
wliat they sJiouId really do. (hat no 
human beinpean now ot this distance 
of lime ever realise the pent'Up pic* 
lure of insecurity -that was written 
on every countenance- The tidal 
wave of the aroused feelings of a 
inighiy nation hung as it were In the 
Iwlance. not knowing exactly which 
way to flow. Whether it should stUl 
revert in fidelity to Great Britain...or 
break loose, .from the domineering 


spirit ol haughtiness (hat had so long 
trampled u|Km all that was sacred to 
it. was. at the moment, what no man 
m India dareil with certainty pre¬ 
dict." 

Britain was i acing against time to 
consolidate its p.uns That had started 
piling up since 'ate and circumit* 
ances ihrust Robert Clive into the 
possession of the subcontinent. It 
was in a hurry to beat intu shape an 
empire and just did not have rime to 
bother about the reactions of (hose 
that did nm Iwlong lo the charmed 
circle of the recipients of largesse 
from It. At this stage the empire- 
builders were impervious io what ine 
Indian thought and fedt. They hardly 
took any notice of the Indian who 
tilled the land, slaved iin the indlgu 
plantation and for a pittance under 
touk to do (he donkeywurk fur them. 
The white man took it fur granted 
that India had never known what 
freedom was, that the Indian was 
unaccustomed to any existence other 
than (hat of a heloi. The exhaustion 
of the people, their apparent sei vil- 
jtv and (he demonsirative gratitude 
of the emerging Kngllsh educated 
middk’ clas.s convinced the English* 
man that nmhing could go wrong 
with the empire. 

Unmindful of the fact (hat India 
also had a trad it inn of civilisation, of 
freedom, of rational polity, the Brir 
ish fondly believed, some honourable 
excepiinns apart, that Indians were 
all a hunch uf evil men who remained 
immersed in the darkness of ignor 
ance, superstition and bigotry. They 
had to be rescued from this ungodly 
existence. Moreover, they had to be 
acuuamtud with (he benign ideas of 
Western enlightenment. The rulers 
had convinced themselves that they 
were nn a mission cxvi/isa trice. 

The Indian thought otherwise. He 
had reached the end of his tether. 
His patience with the intruders had 
exhausted and he was not particular¬ 
ly careful to hide it. Across the 
subcontinental landmass evidence 
kept accumulating that clearly 
pointed to the direction In which the 
wind wa< blowing. Ihe Satithal rebel- 
lion and the MopaU agitation in 
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th<> ferment in Oudh. and the 
ruiS aimed contrcmiaiioii with the 
Roliillds and the C*umsun> in the 
Deccan and Madras respectively 
were only the tip M the kefeig. 
Mine-tenths nf which remained sub* 
mer^ud. li British rule imp«isecl a 
measure u( superficial pence m cer¬ 
tain areas ol The country it also 
hinuijhi in its train the nciinus cun* 
seouences of colomali’*m. There were 
ruit many takers of the idea that 
impel idlism was the *'main puKevs 
hv which civilisatinn has Ix^en dif¬ 
fused " 

The peuvptive ojiseivet could 
IuimIIv tail io see that the Indians 
were aiftciiiiu as lo which method 
ihes slidulti adopi i<» f!ei rid ot the 
Kiitish There weie “two models of 
pohticul chaiiite . ciiirvnr in India at 
liiai Time. OrU' was ilu- inipinal Him 
do and Muslim mtoM” that would 
haie iho while man Inrcihlv ihinwii 
out nl iheitiunriv Thotilliet was the 
hnulish I'docated liuhairs "now and 
impiMved miKlel" iHai wimld per 
snado ihe Kmioii to sniooihon the 
(ijiniTrv's p.issaue uflini.ilviv if» “i<m 
shrhlmiiai ^elf tnivei ninent "TJiv two 
sidos^ i]ie rtatiM* and tin itiliudoi, 
soeriH'd in vuniil ovvtiall lo oviball 
and 11 was a truest ion nt lime l>vl<»ri 
thev wnuld clash 

A hard l ink at the imkitical sunio in 
itic veais hviweon I7r>7 and lh^7 
would indicate that Bntish rule was 
iv> siihstilule lor peace. proKiessand 
St ablins It svoold ho idle in expect 
ihal ihe Loluiita] masiois came tn rhi> 
Cijoiurs' onl'.' to do its clnldren a ttond 
rulurri. The Irdis and iiappinp on 
the Iriniie apm. Bitiish rule was 
Riven as unahashedlv to tyraitns and 
exploitatKin as arts cnUmial rule any¬ 
where Even aftei tioarlv one hun 
dred years ol British rule this is what 
some missninaries had to sav. **ln 
manv districts of Bengal, neither life 
nor property is secuic. that pint: 
rubhei'ies of the most daring :havac 
tei are pcrpciraied annuallv m i^eat 
numhers. with impunity, and that 
there are constant scenes uf 
vidlonce ..the rural popnlutinn uf 
Bengal...commonly live in a state uf 
poverty and wrerchedness, produced 
chiefly bv ilic present system of 
landed tenures and the extortion uf 
^umtndars, aggravated l>ylhe ineffi¬ 
ciency and the cruelties of the peace- 

rjfficc-rs." 

Comments are unnecessury Nor 
would it serve our present purpose to 
dwell at length on the nature of 
British rule in the years preceding 
the uprising. Evidence could be mar 
shaded in support of the observation 
that the British did not unuften put 
to shame the iio-calJed oriental de¬ 
spot, 

lUNBAT S^>'U»riM 


The feci chat 18S7 was a nnn event 
in Bengal did not indicate so much 
the success uf British anus as that of 
the gnixl Lords Cornwallis and 
Macaulay, the authors of the Perma- 
ment Seiclemeni and English educa- 
tn»n respectivclv. As Lord Bentmck 
pur it. "IF secuiiiv was wanttng 
againsi the popular tumult or revolu- 
non, I should say that (he Permanent 
Set tie men (, though a failure tn manv 
other respite ts and in most Icnpottant 
vssi-ntials. has this great advantage, 
at least, uf having created a vast 
hudV of rich landed proprietors deep¬ 
ly inii-rusied iii the contniuaiice nf 
the British dominion." 

And the l>asK ohiective of thi- 
Knghsh svslem of educafum wav 
according to Macaulay, to create a 
class irf Iwiiwn sahibs who would 
opi-iale as " interpreters between us 
and the millions whom we g/ivern " 
The IVimanent Sertlcmviit, English 
4‘diic«ition and .ill rh.ii went with 
them had j>ersuaded their Wnefi 
iiaiies lh<ii rhe liquidation nf Riitish 
I ole w'ould he* dernmeiilal lo their 


The 1857 struggle was 
an attempt at national 
liberation. Il is just that 
the dramatis personae 
came from the feudal 
nobility and that the 
circumstances obliged 
them to rely on force to 
achieve freedom. 


interests. The fear that a successful 
lermination of the rebellion would 
bring hack Muslim rule inhibited 
Bengal fiom casting in its lot with the 
sepoys 

The Bengalis were apprehensive 
because, according to Begin Pal, they 
"belonged to a generation that had 
seen and suffered from the anarchy 
and disorder of immediate pre 
British rule ** The establishment of 
British rule wav supposed to have 
brought about qualitative changes in 
the situation and the Bengalis did not 
want that to be disturbed. Thanks to 
(he Permanent Setdement and En¬ 
glish education. Bengal had come to 
eiijuy ceKain piivileges which u 
loathed to risk. 

It would call for a particularly 
warped view of history lo suggest 
that the 18S7 struggle was essentially 
an affair of rhe sapoys who had 
grievances ot a privaie nature and 
with whom the remnants of feudal¬ 
ism had made common cause. There 
wes no centralised organisation, en¬ 


lightened leadership. miiv» pariuipii 
non nur any feeling of naiiunjIiMii. 
The entire* husiiie'>v wav feudalism s 
Iasi fling at lecuvvrcng its luvi hm As 
such it did mil deserve Bciigars in 
volvemcat. 

Wilhuui g«»ing iHio .inv dt-uili-d 
iirgumeiu ii mav he s,iid ihal ihe 
rebellion h.id mass p,iiiK'ip«itinti in ,i 
large numlu-r ul places, n imiiorul 
leadership, though lniis«-lv cunsii 
inteJ.MiiJ th.it ihe sc|hivs and then 
leadcis re.idilv vciwed llivii Inviillv to 
ihe rightful hut disposseiised 
lUinijni lo I he Delhi t hi one The 
leadership doubt less was pinvuled 
hv the feudal imhihiv. Hut sp,i|||(j 
this Ik* enough to metii lereciiim oj 
ihe snuggle, dc-spiie the I hen dbiain- 
iiig sociiil, ecoiioiMic aiiif poliiual 
ciMufji Mills, then ihe fieedoiti si mg 
gles of m.iny oilier cmmiries. iiol 
exit tiding those ot Dith ceiilurv i’o ^ 
land, would have lo be siiniUiilv , 
ireaicd 

In (Ins ionnectinn one nniv iei..dl 
wh;ii the Hindoo P.op lor, est.ihlished 
in IXS.t anil edited by Hansh Ch.iii 
dr,i Muklicriee, (he first Indian lo 
ifistiiiguish himself as a lournuUsi. 
horn iK*>4 tdl his death in iHli], 
ohseived on 21 M«y 18^7 "ll is no 
longer a muiniv, but a lehetlion 
Perhaps, it will lie said that all nini i 
lues, when thev attain h certain meu- 
sure of success, rue to the dignitv of j 
rebellinn, Bui the recent imniiiies nf ' 
I lie Bengal arniv have uiu- peeiiliar . 
leaiure-'-lhey have from the vety 
liegiiimng drawn the sympathy nf the 
coimirv. The sep<»v ,...have hazarded 
all their most valuable intetesi^i and i 
I heir cnunii ymeii view them as mar . 
tyrs 10 a holy cause and a great < 
national cauve. The mutineers have . 
been luined and sided by rhe civil 
populatiun .There is not u single j 
native of India who dues nut feel Ihe | 
full weight nf the grievances imposed i 
upon him by the veiv existence of i 
British rule m India^grievances m- | 
separable from subjection in a fore- ^ 
igii power. At pieseni, the cun vie- i 
lion is ineradicahly strong in thu 
mind of every naiive^save tile small i 
circle in Bengal of those who have | 
been indoctrinated into the mystei- { 
les of E uropean c tvi 1 i sail on—i h a c i he , 
British government is actuated bv a ' 
fixed purpose of destroying the teh . 
gioo of the native races and of con | 
x*eiioig thr^cn to Chrisiiaoiiy " | 

The 18^7 struggle was an attempt ; 
at national Iiber.ition It is just that | 
the dramatis per.srmaecame fium the | 
feudal nnbihiv~who would deny i 
that ibe *'firsi blow to the Krench , 
monarchy proceeded from the mihil- ' 
iiy"—gnd that the circumstances 
obliged them (o rely on force m 
achieve freedom. 
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NEWS 


evELECTIONS 


A Congress(l) Debacle 


A much-needed boost/or Jhe opposition 


F rum ih» Lok Sabha poll to the 
Assembly oloctiuns in 11 states to 
the byeleccions held in Apni.the 
CongressdVs fortunes seem to be 
following a pattern of dirnimshing 
returns The euphona created by the 
triumph m the Lok SabhSi when 
Kajiv Gandhi bettered the record of 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indiia Gandhi 
and in the process battered the 
opposition, did not last ten weeks. 
When the Assembly polls wereheld. 
the non • Congressdl parties had 
mure ihan made up for the lost 
ground. In the April elections^ which 
luo were held on a national scale, 
with 26 Assembly and four Lok 
Sabha seats being contested over as 
many as 11 states, the Congress) 11 
has taken yet another drubbing 
Only seven of the 26 Assembly 
seals hnve beer won by the party. 
While the notiCongressll) parties 
have held their ground in Andhra 
Pradesh. Karnataka and West Bengal 
(where the respective ruling parties 
have swepi the pollj. the Congres 
H\)'i showing can hs'st be illustrated 
by the fact that the party was hum 
bled at Khurda. a sea) which had 
been won bv Orissa chief minister 
Janaki BalUhh Patnaik in the last 
poll. (Mr Patiiciik had won tvro seats, 
the byelunion was caused by his 
resignation.) ff chief minister 
J.D.Patnaik could nut make the party 
retain h scat which he himself had 
won in March, then the less said 
about the influence of the ruling 
parly in Orissa, the better. 

Of course, in Rajasthan, after the 
good showing of the nun Congressd) 
parties in the Assembly poll, the 
Congri'ssd) can take solace from its 
victory at Amber. The BJP leader. 
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat had wun 
from Amber, but as he too had won 
two seats, elections had to be held 
again here. This small jubilation 
apart. :he party’s performance has 
b^n dismal. It has won two seats in 
Rajasthan and one each in Madhya 

Pradesh,Orissa, Uuar Pradesh and 
Bihar. 

The Janata Party, which had 
emerged as the second largest 
national party (in teitns of seats won 
and representation in number of 
stares) after the Assembly poU.has 
won six Assembly and nne Lok Sabha 
feat this time, thereby keeping up its 
two position. The BJP has 



won a seat in Rajasthan ana wrested 
(he Bareilly seal from the Cengres* 
$(1X defeating a.former minister. 
Ram Singh Khanna. The Left Front’s 
supremacy in West Bengal, the Telu 
gu Desam's reign over Andhra 
Pradesh and the Janata Party's domi' 
nance in Karnataka hove been reaf 
firmed by (he byeleciion results. 

One opposition stalwart who has 
proved his standing and shuwn the 
effectiveness of United Front politics 
IS Congress(S) president Sharad 
Pawar. After the Congress (Social* 
isnded Progressive Democratic 
Front (PDF) emerged as a strong 
opposition party in the Maharashtra 
Assembly and elected Pawar as the 
floor leader, he resigned ihe Barama 
ti l^k Sabha seat. While doing su, he 
pruved his commitment to unity <d 
opposition parties by letting the 
Janaie Party contest the bveleciion 
on behalf of the PDF. The victory of 
Sambhajirao Kakadc from Baramati 
IS not onlv a personal triumph for 
Sharad Pawar but also an affirmaticn 
of the people's faith in United Front 
politics, provided the Front partners 
show political matuntv The Barama 
li results will have far reaching im¬ 
plications in the years to come. For 
one. an effective United Front 
approach, as opposed to a “one parly- 
one flag-one symbul" appriiach may 
be the guiding spirit of opposition 
politics from now on Moretiver, the 
“dominant partv” theory, which was 
the bane of mm Congyessdl party 


Sharatf Piwer 



unity talks prior to the Lok Sabha 
poll, has received a setback, thanks 
to Ihe commitment shown by the 
Congress(S) Apart from these, being 
the prominent leader of a major state 
like Maharashtra and a contempor¬ 
ary of Rajiv Gandhi in terms of age, 
Shared Pawar's Baramati triumph is 
bound to be reflected on a national 
scale soon 

The opposition pardestthat is how 
the non'Congress* I parties have to be 
referred to in the national context) 
are in a state of total disarray. The 
rtebacle for The Congress(I), there* 
lure, hes tu be seen as a sign of 
weakness within the party The slow 
but sure erosion uf the parly’s image : 
is roo evident ihe diminishing re 
Turns in terms uf r •cent pnll perform- 
' ances speak for themselves. The i 
I prices have been steadily n»»mg. The ' 
I wavering over Punjab—the Iduw hui, 
blow cold appruach—has given away 
. the maaboor hai haerh. ak/und hui 
I drshfthe ’’hand** is strong, the nation 
is united) image. The tragedy of the 
aOO-plus verdict of the Lok Sabha 
elections is that the Congress(l) can* 
not even fall back on the "strengthen 
I he hand" slogan. The electorate had 
giver Ihe "hand’ strength heyund 
' the imagiratMin uf Congress) 1) lead¬ 
ers iheiziselves What is needed to* 
day is a show of quick results. The 
spy case has blown over; the Inal is 
being held in camera Showbusmess 
I may be good fur sometime, but peu- 
I pJe want results. 

I Even more disquieting than the 
j leceiii jfull results are the signs of 
I disenchantment within the ruling 
party It is cuminon knowledge 
' among the political elite now that in 
March. 10*^ Congress(l) MPs met at 
the residence of a former uniun 
minister and openly criticised the 
functioning of the party. A close aide 
of (he Prime Minister w«$ the terget 
of attack Inaccessibility to the pow* 
ers'thac be is the major complaint of 
the pany MPs. A number of old faces 
were dropped from Parliament and 
the Assemblies during the weeding 
out done at the time ol distribution 
of tickets. I'his has also Jed to disen¬ 
chantment in the party. The Anti- 
Defection Act may he able to control 
the elected representatives, but the 
party discontent can come to the 

forefront during the party meetings. 
The victory of J.K.Jain in the par¬ 
liamentary party elections despite 
orders to defeat him is an ominous 
pointer. Rajiv Gandhi has to look 
beyond old school ties, if the popular 
mandate given to Him has to be 
effective. 

BAi^Aeb a Sa ih U la B Amy, thw MN 
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PUNJAB 


Uncompromising Akaiis 


Sant LongowaJ nifskes copitai on Delhi xisit 



Snt 


T he dey Preka^ Singh 6«ilal was India Iniematiunal Centre, on what 
brought to Chandigarh, the Akali he thought of (be situation in Punjab. 

Dal president Sant Hare hand Singh li was expected therefore that Lon- 
Ixingowai was in New Delhi, making gowal's visit would be a staiement of 
his first scheduled visit to the capital the Akali DaPs polk; in the light of 
after almost a year. Immediately af- the latest developments itself. Major 
ter his release in March > he had issues, it was claimed would be 

passed through the capital but that cleared up by the visit, 

was only during transit to Anriesar. Ihe tone was set within an hour of 
This three day crip to New Delhi Loagowal’s arrival in New Delhi on 

which began on 26 A|wil bad more \be evening of 26 April at the house 

political significance attached to it. of Trilochan Sin^ Sarna «i Punjabi 
Longowal had come to ^see and Bagh in West Delhi. Amidst slogans 
share the ^nef of the Sikhs” in the of "Loimotval tindabstT and”Raj 
areas affected by the riots following karega.lOialM'' Suriader Singh, the 
the assassination of IodicJ Gandhi on beadragiof the Durbar Sahib said. 
^1 Octob^ 1984. Ha was also, during ”^twant Singh and Beam Singh are 
the course of his stay in the capital to the saviours d the Sikh community 

ipaak at savaral InipofTafit places .They killed tha wicked slnnerflndira 
iacludlni the Delhi Ooivarslty. the Can^i)." Ha later went on to coo* 
jawaharlal Nebru XJoiversity and the para them to Bhakt Pralhad and said 


that Satwent bingh and Beam Siogh 
bad come down ej God's chosen 
engels to rescue the Sikh community 
in distress. Continuing in the same 
vein, Surinder Singh warned that 
anybody who tried to harm the Sikhs 
wouid face the same fate as "chat 
wicked sinner,** 

When Longowal got up to speak to 
the packed gathering in the Punjabi 
Bagh Singh Sabha gurdwan, he only 
took over where Surinder Singh had 
left off. “The time has come,” he said 
"for the Sikh community to prepare 
for Its third great battle.” Ihe first 
two had been fought with the 
Mughals and the British. Now the 
Sikhs must fight the “Delhi Tekhi,** 
which had according to him, become 
prejudiced against the community 
and branded ii secessionist and ter* 
rorist. He had a long list of com* 
plaints (0 make 

Speaking in detail about the con* 
trilMtions of the Sikh community in 
the country, he said that they had 
sacrificed the mint tor the country: 
during the partition, during the wars 
(hat the nation has fought and even 
in pence. But he regretted that the 
”DilUSarksr”hed now “systematical* 
ly branded the >ame community as 
extremist end enti-lndiin.” He urged 
the Sikhs to fight this. Hia speech 
was also an indirect endorsement of 
whatever Surinder Singh had said 
before him for he made no attempt to 
counter or criticise the vitriolic 
speech of Surinder Singh. Every 
word of hia was applauded by the 
people listening to him, 

Sant Longowal also endorsed Gur* 
charan Singh Tohra> stance that the 
Akal Takht. destroyed during Opera¬ 
tion Bluesiar and rebuilt by Baba 
Santa Singh who undertook a kar 
seva, would again be demolished fur 
the construction of a new onr. He did 
not speak of the AkaJi Dal's official 
reaction to the steps taken by the 
centre. He also gave rw indication 
wbatsover of the Akali Del's inren 
lions TO &it down foi' negotiations On 
its part, the government too has 
moved in fits and starts, resorting tu 
a concession-a-day kind of tactics 
which have made the Akaiis wary of 
dealing with it. The agreement to 
some Aknh demands have come— 
instead of a package deal that was 
promised initially*^ piecemeal, 

creating all kinds of apprehensions 
in the &ah mind about the “designs 
of the centre.” The most crucial 
factor in Punjab is of course thp 
restoration of confidence but far 
from any signs that mutual trust is 
beginning to build up. the centre and 
the Akaiis ore continuing to drift 
apart 
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The Beginning of the End? _ 

Basant Bistval's revolt may prove to be costly for j.B. Palnoik 


O n the day che Congr«s&(l) rebel 
candulutG Pra&anna Kumar Pec- 
sani filed his nummetion papers 
fcir I he crucial Khurde byelection he 
di*cliited« **This is the beginning of 
the J.B Patnaik government's end." 
It was not just an emotional outburst 
by the saffron-clad Maharishi Mah 
c'Hh Yugi devotee, who is also a 
reputed writer. The results of the 
three byelectiuDi. parrJcularly the 
nur.' m KhuiJd. are likely to prove co 
be che turning puim in J.B. Patnaik's 
fi vv'Veai -old supremacy in the state's 
nuJirical affairs While the high com¬ 
mand \ attitude towards him wil^ be a 
rtiHiui fkictor. the other problem ht 
f IS I s I he increa se i n che n um ber ol 
distrain led elements in che State 
<tiiigrussil) whu have found an 
opportunity to assert themselves 
iigiiinst hjs leadership. The dissi* 
doiiu' efforts tn ensure the party’s 
debacle in alJ the chree constiiuen- 
cu‘s are tm) significant a factor to be 
uvcrliHikrd by the leadership. 

Thu strength of che dissidents in* 
cruased with the entry into (heir 
ranks of Jasam Kumar Biswal, once 
the "super chief minister" in the 
Patnaik ministry, who recently 
parted company with the chief minis* 
ter whan he was denied a ticket to 
the state Assembly. Biswa!, accord* 
ing tn sources close to him, realised 
chdi hi^ former mentor J.B, Patnaik 
had joined the "plot" co uusi him 
from power as the chief minister felt 
threatened by his increasing influ* 
once among the partymen including 
the legislators Although Biswal has 
nut cruictsed Patnaik openly, he is 
believed to be waiting for an oppor- 
tuRitv to "avenge the humiliation." 
According to his supporters. Biswal 
will come out openly against Patnaik 
once his pressure tactiCs are success* 
ful. 

Biswal and his supporters, includ* 
ing a sitable number of legislators, 
uere happier than the opposition 
politicidns over the Cungres^ll's de* 
bade in the byelections. It was a way 
ul* foscing (he Congress(I) leadership 
(v recognise “the fact" that che parly 
caimot move without them. They 
maintained a low profile initially but 
wnan Biswal wbs finally ousted they 
struck with all the force at their 
command. Biswal and his followerSi. 
partigularlv those who were denied 
renuminations to the Assembly alec* 
tluns. did no campaigning for the 
Cohgressti) and alM worked for che 
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Basaal Biswal 

official candidate's defeat. Some of 
them even established contacts with 
the Janata Parly leaders to achieve 
their purpose. 

Patsani’s candidature came as • 
boon tv the dissidents. First, it was 
an opportunity for Biswal and his 
supporters to refurbish iheir images, 
under which Biswal, Patsatii and 
some others were dropped from the 
'candidates' b$i for (he March polls . 
The Biswal faction also wanted to 
prove (hat the revenue minister 


Minnjan Patnaik. elder brother of 
the chief rruniaier*s son-in*lawwasno 
substitute fos Biswal in "effective 
management." Xt was Niranjan Pat* 
naik who was Biswal’s first target. 
According to him. Niranjan Patnaik 
and a few others, including union 
minister K.P. Singh Deo were in* 
stnimental in ousting him from pow¬ 
er and J.B. Patnaik sided with Niran- 
iaa Patnaik against Biswal. Unfortu* 
nately, Niranjan Patiiaik's "manage* 
mem" of the byelection^ not only in 
Khurda and Xakalpur but also in his 
home district, Keonjhar. has failed 
Tiiserably. 

Political observers are keenly 
watching (he next phase of relations 
between J B. Painaik and Biswal. 
Will the chief minister bring Biswal 
back as his pany manager and chief 
adviser on government affairs? Or. 
will he stick to 'Nilicy and elimin¬ 
ate him from whatever eminent posi 
(ion he still enjoys in (he |iariv as the 
PCC(I) treasurer? If he chooses the 
latter course, Patnaik diTinuoly runs 
(he rick of losing his grip on (he poriy 
which may destroy his iK>wer base. 
Moreover, a caste factor has begun 
dominating the state's political scene 
with the khandayar (farmers) uniting 
under the leadership of Biswal. The 
Biswal group's jubilation over the 
results uf the Khurda and Kakmpur 
constituencies also stems from the 
fact that Patsani and the Janata 
party candidate in Kakotpur. Suren* 
dranath Naik. are both khandayats. 
Barvdt P. MtoflA BWieaatieewar 
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A New Youth Leader 

Anand Shonna succeeds ToriqAr]war 


T he youngest*ever member of the 
Rajya Sabha has now taken over 
as the Indian Youth Ccmgresafll prea- 
ideni, Anand Sharma (32) who set a 
record last year by being elected to 
the Rajya Sabha, has succeeded 
Tariq Anwar, a second tenn Lok 
Sabha member as the lYCfl) chief. 
This is for the fourth time since IBBO 
chat the organisation has a oew head. 
Tariq Anwar, who had been the pres* 
ideni since 19B3. had expressed his 
desire to quit the post sometime back 
and speculation had begun about his 
successor two months ago. Two 
names which clearly stood out were 
(hose of Anand Shanna and Debapra- 
sad Roy, both Rajya Sabha oiambars 
and lYOI) general secretaries. But 
an element of oncentinty crept in 
when a lecrioo of the party's Uad* 
ership. in order to stop Sharma and 
Roy, put in an emneous consldera* 


lion into the selection process, ft was 
argued that the new incumbent 
should be from a state which does not 
have a Congxess<]) government, and 
that loo pr^arably from the South. 

In the range of choice, no such 
name was available. For a while, the 
Maharashtra youth leader, Gurudas 
Kamat's name was mentinned. P. 
Rangarajan Kumaranangatam, the 
MP from Salem, too was considered. 
But Rangarajan, a former president 
of the National Srudenta’ Union of 
India (NSUl) and a former general 
secretary of lYC (in Priya Ranjan 
t>as Munahi's team), had been out of 
touch with Youth Congress affairs 
since 1S7S. He had drifted into rrade 
unionism (and successfully led crens* 
port strikes in Madras) and • fulltime 
career in law. An effort was also 
made to Induct people who were not 
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directly essocieted with the Youth 
CoDAress movement. This had the 
backing of a section of the leadership 
which had been opposed to the 
Yamh Congress since the San^ay 
Gandhi days, when the organisation 
had suddenly hecnme very powerful 
in Congress politics. 

The selection of Anand Sharma has 
been seen as the victory for tradition 
al elements in the party He has 
grown in the youth anti student 
movemeni, Having headed the 
Himachal Hradesh University Union 
in 197X Sharma firsi came into the 
limelight wheti he was made a gener¬ 
al secretary of NSUTs contra] h^y in 
197!>. Three years larer, in 197S. 
when the Congress was out of power. 
Sharma became the Himachal Youth 
Congress president. In the Janata 
days, he led a riumhcmf movements 
m Shimld. Police cases registered by 
the Shunt a Kumar regime were not 
dropped against Sharma and the 
Himachal Youth Congress members 
by the regime of Kam LaJ, though the 
Congresi* hud returned to puwer In 
19Ht, while chief minister Kam 1^1 
was accusing Anand Sharma uf 
spearheading the campaign expsising 
forest rackets (in which Ram laiPs 
relatives were involved i. Sharnia was 
made a general secretary in (he lYC 
ceiiirai office. The appninimeni of 
Sharma in Delhi wns seen as a 
triumph for the antj Ram Lai faction 
in Himachal politics, headed hv 
Veerbhadrn Singh, then an union 



AaaAtf Shamu iMli wHa RgJIv 

minister. After this, the anihRam Lai 
campaign was stepped up and Veer 
hhudra Singh was made (he chief 
minister (The success of ihc ptiliitrs 
of this group can be judged by ihe 
fact that in the Himachal Pradesh 
Assemhlv elections, the Congresstli 
has improved Jis pisilnm in 19H$) 
The choice between Anand Shar 
ma and f). P Roy was difficult. Roy 
loo has grown from the lower levels 
in the organisation in West Bengal. 
He has l^n heading the lYC's de 
vc*](»pm«ni centre, which looks after 


cadre training. Roy's name had come 
up when presidential changes were 
made earlier. He was also tipped for 
the post after Ram Chandra Rath but 
CbuUm Nabi Asad was appointed. 
Later, when Tariq Anwar replaced 
CbuJam Nabi Arad. Roy's name was 
considered again. This time, the age 
factor was in Anand Sharma’s favour 
; (the Youth Congress president has to 
f be less than 3S years old). For Tariej 
r Anwar, a position in the party's orga 
[ nisaiion is round (he corner. 

I SMhaPrvto ftiallarhwra. thw PeM 
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“It is a Statement Against the 
Criminaiisation of Politics” 

flamesh Shorma, direrfor of New Delhi Times. feJ/s Somjav 


Life can imitiate art—or even life 
ttself'^and be successful. Siccing at 
the India Incernational Cencre. 
Ramesh Sharma took out the stiUs 
from the black folder. Were they 
photographs of the riot scenes of 
Ahmedabad? Sharma's photographs 
were of communal riots all ri^t But 
these riots had been “staged" in 
Bombay's Film City, with the stills 
being taken by Ragbu Ral. 

Ramesh Sharma (34) has ]u»t 

finished filming his first feature film 
entiiled S9w De}hi Times which has 
been described by the publicists as a 
political thriller. Earlier. Sharma had 
done a few documentaries including 
the prist-winning Rumtek, on a Sik* 
klffl monastery for which he got the 
Presideoi’s award as well aa the 
Cunmonwealth Award. Sunday 


spoke to him recently. Excerpts: 

Q .’ Wily is your him heing caii^ a 
political thriller? 

A: The film is a statement against 
the criminaiisation of politics and 
(he nexus between politics and in¬ 
dustry. In India we aie heading to¬ 
wards an insidious form of fascism 
without realising it—fascism in the 
form of democracy that is. The film 
cries TO explore this within the struc¬ 
ture of entertainment. 

Q: What kwd of democratic strve- 
tores? 

A: The so-vaUed elected repre¬ 
sentatives who are supposed \o serve 
the people make the people the in- 
strunenti of their service. Whenever 
polscidaos are in trouble they end up 


manipulating—using the divide and 
rule principle—and then make it into 
a law and order situation. Look 
around: Assam, Funjab, Gujarat...in 
this film. Hangal who plays the 
father of Shashi Kapoor—he is the 
executive editor-—tells his son that 
divide and rule was not a British 
formula: "Hakumat ka /ha'—'and, ii 
IS being employed with as much 
subtlety and cleverness as during the 
days of the British...,' New Drlh- 
Times is a record of our limes. Tbe 
political thriller label is there as it is 
a murder mystery film about content* 
porary India. 

Q: Your riots were engineered as 
erell? 

A: The riots were engineered be¬ 
cause of the power play between two 
politicians. One of them realises that 
the beet way lo discredit the other 
group is to create a law and order 
situation. In small towns or in rural 
India the embers of communal pas¬ 
sion are there, perhaps suppressed,’ 
but the ruthless politicians ignite 
them. The man in the mob or the 
group thinks that he is fighting for a 
cause, but he is being manipulated. 
The only rationale on the part of the 
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politician in the film is tu pow- 
«r. it not Thmufth th« ballot i>A«. then 

liy crcaiiRK ^ division heiwvca 
p«upiv. 

Q: Whtn doti rhf invvsngatn’v 
pi<>is come in? 

A 1 her« is this i Jcfalistic eke<utiv<> 
director, Vikas Pande. played by 
Sha»hi Kupnoi. He Uv\s that the 
newspaper can be a forum lo expose 
rhe ruthless political chicanery. He 
believes thai he can render a service 
und cJeanse the country. But he ends 
up guitiiiA sucked into ihu vortex and 
realises, perhaps a little too late, that 
when men ure (ktermined to subvert 
democracy in order to achieve their 
am, a mere lournalist cacinut stop 
their onslauKlii 

Q: This stilt photograph of the 


politiciMn has a eery .vmuA' smi/e Hv 
i.r rht* winrier. isn't hr. rii the* viul' 
A' The film ends witha shot of liim. 
with this smile It is a itarnv »l 
comprumisv as far as ilie polito mii is 
corKvrned—su/vival al all costs, lo 
spite of the belief ihai ihe dissidnilv 
will come Id leriain snloiioiis 
amonitsr themselves. KverviMHiv elsi* 
becomes the victim whni ihc hiKhosr 
powers come io|tether, Thev can still 
scream and write and ibink that thro 
newspapers are mirnjrc refits ioik 
the misdeeds id the potiiiiiaMs Km 
that is about all. 

Q: Quite a pes^imistK ciHHhnum 
Plo glimmvf of iHipv joswhefv' 

A; Ultimately, people have to U*. 
come aware of what has hiH>i< drmv* to ; 
them 1*he press can play a pivotal l 


rule by keeping a vigil... But even the 
must welhmcaning journalists can 
develop blind spots, which can be 
exploited. 

Q' Art' you happy with the ftim? 

A; Unfortunately, the structure ie 
loo commercially oriented. ! did 
w jni io reach out beyond a (lersonal 
citcwii Showing films in film 
societies or film festivals is no more 
thao preaching to the converted. My 
aim IS to vtiici tain as well, and the 
film can be Keen. I hopo, on many 
livvis I chose Sliashi K a pour and 
Sliarniil.i Tagore because the former 
bus pmkIoicxI some of ihv Ixitier 
Hindi films like Junoon ood Kalyug, 
and SharniiKi because she m a 
tai(*nied avriuss and has cut her 
teeil. With Saiyajit Ray. I was lucky 
that I h id a good team. Subrotu Mitra 
has often bc*ui accused ol fastidious* 
ness and for lieini?. slow But then he 
puts in all that rlinrt to make the 
film ht*tu*r. iht* stars, I think, felt 
llial I paid moie atteniion lu ihe 
Iameiamon ibaii to them hoi then 
ibi'V should realise that lo me a film 
IS .IS much the medium of I lie cam- 
ciaiiian as muih as for the actor or 
till director ..the director is iike a 
conductor with a symphony orches* 
tia. lu bnug out the musk he wonts 
and to integrate it hi the end. .the 
script iKfdetl .1 iremi-ridous amount 
III visual treaioieni Sohioto Mitra is 
H {wrleciionist There should always 
l>e sofneUuly in The unis who is 
fighiing until the lusi moment for 
|ic*rl ect ion, long after the chafra hai 
attitude creeps in 

Q. Ifavv you vu/d the film? 

A. 1o overseas video and in a few 

Interviewed h' hfadho 


KbKALA 

UDF: Stronger After Survival 


No-confidencf? mation hcip.s 

F ew governments have welcomed 
a no-confidence motion as much 
as the 34 munth old United Demncra- 
nc Front (UDF) ministry which very 
effectively used the opportunity to 
siiengihen its ranks The Congres- 
sil), (he major constituent of the 
UDP, bus warned itc minor partnars 
that if the ministry falls, they wilt 
also vanish The strategy was more 
Than successful as the Front gained 
one mare member from the opposi¬ 
tion DMKP—Sakthao Nadar— 
MI.A—on the eve of the voting. The 
National Democratic Party and the 
Ezhava backed Socialist Republican 
Party which were clamouring for the 


DDF mhiisfr^ fo closf* fcfllls^ 

resignation of ihcir own ministerial 
nominees, also voted against the mo¬ 
tion. which was defeated 

The immediate provneaIii»ri f'n ihe 
CPIlM) to table the n.Konfidencc 
motion was the criticism againsi the 
“rniKt cornipnminiurv Kerala has 
ever seen." by the stale Youth Oin 
gtessfl} president and MLA. <* 
Kdrthikeyan, The oppusU>on fell that 
Karthikeyan was only voicing the 
feeling of ihe high command. They 
did noi guess that it was part of CM 
Karunakaran's $irateg.v lo end the 
bickering among the small but cru¬ 
cial constituents of ihe Front. 


Ihe opposition realised their folly 
.itluv before thedetMtu was to begin 
.Mill Ibis v^ijs leflecied in the per* 
luiinansi' ol iis debaturs including 
lilt* oihersVi.-e ucid-longued M.V 
K,igha'an. of ihe CPIfM) who had 
. lablrd ibe mutmii. By defeating (he 
nou<nfidencr motion (the second in 
Its three yem stint), the UDF has 
wi>n fur Itself some respite from 
stjoabbles and will attempt to 
whitewash its image sulliect by un¬ 
proved corruption allegations. 

1 li(* opposition's allegations of cor* 
lupiioo i*cre confidently refuted by 
trwoKury benchers who challenged 
(be oppoMtion to go to the anti* 
ror rupiion cell formed by the govern* 
mom What dominated the two-day 
debate coming at the end of the 
budget session was the performarice 
of the .lyoti Base government In Weal 
Bengal. At least four ruling Front 
speakers Inrluding KPCC(I) presi¬ 
dent C. Padmarajan quoted from a 
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recent mjjt oi 71ie lUuserated Week- 
ty oZ/nd/j Which had reported on the 
lu^penaion of veteran Markist leader 
Manoranjan Hatra following hi$ 
charges against the party leadership 
in the Bengali daily Bariaman. 
However, the Marxist leader K.R. 
Gowri further weakened the opposi* 
lion cause by pleading for the slow¬ 
ing down of revenue recovery pro* 
ceedings against liquor company 
owners McDowell’s in Palghat. 
Gowri argued that the government 
should not have let the arrears stock* 
pile to nearly Rs nine crores. Ruling 
Front speakers quickly grabbed the 
opportunity to mock the new*fnund 


capitalist friend of the Maiiust party. 
“I could have understood if Gow* 
riamraa was arguing the case of poor 
toddy tappers.** ridiculed lUML 
member ^etni Haji. 

It was left to Baby John of the RSP 
and E.K. Naypnar to rescue the 
opposition's case. Both had statistics 
to support their charge of maladmi¬ 
nistration and the resultant financial 
squeeie the state was passing 
through. The treasury benchers 
poini^ to the financial situation in 
West Bengal as a reply. Nayanar said 
that his party had not accepted the 
anti-corruption cell as it was a facade 
as all their suggestions regarding its 


JAAAMU AND KASHMIR 


composition were vetoed. The Ml As 
said that the aim of their party is tu 
establish a single party rule m the 
state which is the only way out from 
the political morass the state is nnw 
in. But with scores of parties with 
their own pockets of influence which 
are mainly communal, the chances of 
either the CPKM) or the Congressfll 
being able to grow out of the unholy 
alliances they have now, are dim. If 
either of them try to go it alone the 
other Front will sail through with 
communal backing. And at the mo¬ 
ment none of (hem are in a mood to 
risk it. 

Wiee g. Mui, TrWandrum 


Will the Abdullahs Reunite? 


B ehtnd'the-scenes moves are on 
for a patch'up beewaen the 
estranged members of the late 
Kieikh Abdullah's family, althoi^ 
positions taken by the two warring 
sides suggest chat these moves will 
not materialiaa, at least for the time 
being. 

Ttriq Abdulbh who defied his 
elder brother on the eve of the 
Inner's ouster laR July and became 
n propagandist for the breakaway 
wing of the National Conference 
heeded by their sister Begum Khali- 
da Shah has again come into the 
former chief minister's fold. He has 
not only apologised to Farooq 
AbduUah for wfaat he did during 
the paet few tnontfaa but has also 
lou^t his forgiTeness. Some femily 
members, including the AbduUahs* 
younger ^ster Begum Soraiya Mat- 
toOi are over Tarlq's "home- 
coming.^ wt Paiooq Abdullah be- 
lieved chat the dagiage done by 
Tarte would be hard to set right. 
Hif ^hemecoBaing” has oot inade 
any difference at least for Farooq 
Abdullah. It may have cussed 
emharnsarMnt to Shah and his 
CongrtaaCD aUiet who had made it 
a paint to overplay Tvlq'i uncoa* 
vtnclng sttarascas. 

Adoardtoi te aoorcaa dose to die 
8heitt*s family, tariq Abdullah, 
had bald a series of meetings wish 
Fesooq Abdullah before formally 
MAomdu bis ded^en qat the 

Yuling HaMoal Ce ef f ace eed es 
dtrecsv of the prestigious Sb«r4* 
latemsioooal Ceereofioo 
Coii^na bte lest month. This was 
seed aa a bid te taiwUe the family. 
9t|g eg ateftiad by Tariq AbduUsh 
hfa MdMoim «eald nar 


ism of the split in the ruling family 
has been worrying some fami^ 
members and their weU-vrishers. 
This is why Begum KhaUds hsi also 
been trying hsrd to meet Farooq 
Abdullah and their mother Begun 
Akber Jehsn in order to mend 
fences with the two. Though she 
could not meet her brother as he 
was "not willing to see his traitor* 
ous sister," Begum Khalidi sue- 
ceeded in meeting her mother ■ few 




*hp9«e ef ^ 

rdmfweiddea."l 


tunes. They met at the residenee or 
Begum Suraiya Mattoo, who is mar* 
Had to a practisanf doctor and is 
also showing e keen tnterest m 
attempts to bring the family 
together. She also b&eves that the 
family fend bn canushad the repe* 
tusoa ci the Smlkh's family and 
says she bpthiedbectoaeef critic* 
J«m iigamsi iha famiJf IgXMhadr. 
But mtiet ttrUmtkf nuk 
oMp cldteu thn k Ablagih 


who has besn trying hard to make it 
up with his sister sod brother*ln* 
law. Whatever bs the case, the fact 
remains the Sheikh's family is di* 
vidsd today. Becum Khalida Shsb, 
also president of the ruling NatloQ' 
al Conference broke off with 
Farooq Abdullah a year ago in 
support of her husband Gbulanv 
Mohammed Shah, who bad di(fe^ 
eoces with Farooq AbduUrii. The 
Shaikh’s family was split in two 



groMPS fdUowing the pardfig ef 
waTTwhOe Begum $b^ AMid- 
lab and bar daughter Bagum 
Svraigfe Mmtcoe ud her yoonger 
son MaRifa Kamil, alao • d mapt, 
supporsad Farooq AbduU^ tariq 
AbouQ^ sided sw bis ^derilstK 
BegpA KhaUdq. How Tariq U ba^ 
iDie 'hte Mdar brother^ fold aba 
pobUely supports. Ms cauaa* 
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DOWRY DEATHS 


When Justice Triumphed 

'rhe kjllcrs of Dcbiflni Bunik tire sentenced to death 


O n 11 April in Calcutta, the acldi* 
Clonal sessions Jud^e sentenced 
lo death Chandrunath Banik and his 
'ion Chandaii Senik for murderinx 
Dehjdni. Chandan Banik’s wife on 
January 1SS3. The three ocher ac* 
cused—Ashim and Sumitra Banik 
and Jayanti Das—son and daufthters 
of Chandtanath Banik were given 
life senrences. Bitra Banik. a minor 
dauKhter of Chandranath Banik will 
be tried hy (he invemic court. 

The judgment created a sensation 
in the city as it wah a clear case of 
"bride murdvr" which is on the rise 
even in u “progressive" state like 
Wesr Bengal. Judge O.N. Sen. while 
delivering the b7'puge judgment 
observed, “This case will go down in 
ihv history of crinic... It is not only 
uni(|ue fur its magnitude and brutal* 
ity in killing a housewife of a so* 
called miUionaire living in a multis> 
(tireyed building but also the subse* 
ijuenr conduct displayed by the ac* 
cused. Kven after killing the house* 
wife they cuuld merrily go on taking 
their food, keeping the dend body 
wrapped up in bedding.s.’' 

Dehjani Banik alias Banu was the 
only daughter of Dhanapao Duria, a 
businessman from Burdwan. In Au 
gust 197S, she was married to Chan> 
dan Banik, the owner uf a multis* 
toreyvd building in Hindustan Park, 
a posh local it V m South Calcutta. The 
relations between the two families 
turned sour in 1978 when Debjani's 
elder brother refused to marry her 
younger sister*in*law, which Chan* 
riranach Banik considered an insult 


to his family. Matters grew worse 
over the years over a clash of busi* 
ness interests between the two fami* 
hev Tension mounted when Chan* 
dan Banik started a cold storage in 
Burdwan with the help of a hank 
luan. After the business failed and 
losses accumulated, Chandan Banik 
was left with a debt of Rs 68 lakhs. It 
was at this juncture that he and his 
father started pressurising Debjani 
to make her father buy 29 per cent of 
(he .^hares of the cold storage. But 
DhanapHti Dutia. Debjani's father 
refused 

On 28 January. 1983 the Banik 
family held a puju at home. Chandan 
Banik began abusing his wife from 
(he morning. Desperate, she rang up 
her father in Burdwan and pleaded 
with him for the money. ''Baha, tumi 
aemar hatha rakJa na.* (Paihet. you 
didn't keep ray word),” she sobbed 
over the phone. That wav the last 
time she spoke to her family. The 
telephone was snatched away by her 
father*in*law who started abusing Mr 
Duita. That day. at 2.4S pm bo^ 
Chandan Banik and his father begin 
beating up Debjani Banik while her 
brother-in law Ashim and her sister* 
in laws. Jayanti and Sumitra looked 
on. Hearing her cries, the servants 
came running but were seni away by 
Sumitra. Even the priest who bad 
come to perform the ceremonies was 
shocked by Debjani's cries Later, 
(he servants and the priest gave 
valuable evidence before the court, 
unlike in other such cases where it is 
difficult to mobilise even a single 



Chaedranath Baaik (fbev ceverad)'after tW *erdkt 


witness. 

Around 4.30 pm. Debjani Banik'i 
lifeless body was hung from a ceiling 
fan. According to the po$t*mortem 
report she had died of head injuries 
and other injuries, an(e*inottera and 
homicidal, and the hanging was post* 
mortem in nature. That evening and 
the next morning, Chandranath 
Banik turned away the maid who had 
come to work on the pretext that 
there was a puja. On 29 January, 
Chandan Banik and his father with* 
drew Rs one lakh from a bank and 
visited (heir family physician Dr A.K. 
Banerjee for a death certificate for 
their maid. Ke refused on the 
groundV that he had never treated 
her before. In fact. Dr Banerjee’s 
evidence also played an important 
part in the case. 

That night, the Gariahat police 
station received an anonymous cell 
informing the Oc that there was a 
dead body in the Banik’s house. 
When the police arrived, all the 
lights in (he house had been switched 
off and the door bolted. The police 
broke into the house with the help of 
the fire brigade. Guided by a foul 
sotell. the police diKovered the de* 
composed body under a folded cot 
piled up with mattresses. Debjani 
Banik*s three slsier5*in4aw refused 
(i» identify the body. Chandan Banik, 
hiv father and younger brother 
Ashim were missing It was Nanden 
Banik, another brother of Chandan 
Banik who identified the body of 
Debjani Banik as thai of his elder 
brother's wife. Finally, on 2 Kebru* 
ary. Chandan Banik and his father 
were arrested They had been hiding 
in a hotel in Calcutta under assumed 
names. 

The case has created immense pub* 
be interest in the city. Large crowds 
gathered in the court room during 
the proceedings. What kept public 
interest alive was that it was a case of 
^bride murder.** which had taken 
place, in a ri^ and “respectable 
family.” Various women's organise* 
tions held demonstrations in the 
court premises demanding severe 
punishment for the guilty. Members 
of one organisation even assaulted 
Chandan Banik and bis father in the 
court premises. 

Initially. Justice Sen was forced to 
conduct the case inside the Alipur 
Central Jail because of the misbe* 
baviour by the accused, who on many 
occasions, tried to disrupt the pro* 
ceedings.On the day (he judgment 
was announced, large crowds 
gathered to hear the verdict. Repre* 
sentitives of the Forum for Women 
egauist RaproMion stood for hours 
shouting slogans agtiast bride hum* 
lag and of^wouloti against woman* 
Ona young man, impressed by this 
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$how of solidarity, told Sukday, 
women did not even know 
Debjani. But they stood for hours to 
hear the jud^enc. Until we have 
such women in our families, we will 
continue to see our sisters die the 
same way (as Debjani)." A 6S*year- 
old court official said, “In my life' 
time I’ve not seen such beastliness. It 
serves the two of them (Chandan and 
his father) right. They should be 
butchered for torturing their behu." 

The first time anyone accused in a 
**bride murder" case was given capit* 
al punishment was in Delhi, in May 
1983, when Sudha Goel. then nine 
months pregnant was burnt to death 
by her husband, mother-inOaw and 
braiher inOaw for not giving a dowry 
of Rs 10,000 and other gifts. While 
giving the judgment, the additional 
judge, Mr S.M. Aggarwal said, “The 
gravity of the crime has shaken me." 
The Delhi High Court, however, re¬ 
verted the judgment end acquitted 


death sentence iu Debjani*s case (on, 
a spokeswoman of the Korum for 
Women against Repression said. “We 
are not blood-thirsty. But we do de¬ 
mand speedy trials and exemplary 
punishments which we hope will act 
as a deterrent. Our aim is to eradi¬ 
cate this evil. Judgments like this 
play only a minor role in this fight.” 
The fight is likely to be long and 
arduous Ironically, the day the judg¬ 
ment was given, two brides di^ 
under “mysterious circumstances" 
and a lecturer of the Indian Statistic 
al Institute severely beat up his wife 
but <he escaped with multiple frac¬ 
tures. Said a spokeswoman of the 
Forum. "Our aim is ilM only to seek 
exemplary punishments of chose 
guilty ol murdering brides. We must 
remember that harassment and vio¬ 
lence do not always lead to death but 
often transform the lives of millions 
of women into a living nightmare." 
ff^aaM nesgiwfc. C^eum 


Oehlaiil BaMk 

the three persons deapite the incri¬ 
minating evidence given by the 
neighbours that had led lo the con¬ 
viction. hearing a reversal of the 


Thiinvt." When the CM did nut reply, 
Dr Singh wrote another letter to Shiv 
Charan Maihur on 14 November 1984 
saying that "no chief minister would 
tuleraie thut his direction should be 
f)uur«d by the lower functionaries in 
this mischievous maimer " The CM 
then appointed a senior IAS official, 
Mr N.K. Verma, to go through the 
whole affair and submit a report. 

Mr Verma's report inake.s staitling 
revelations. He «ays that the creation 
of a second post of a .superintending 
bio-chemisi in ihu SMS medical col 
lege hospital was loially uncalled for 
especially because the other four 
medical college hospitals og not even 
have a senior bio-chemist. The report 
clearly states that the decision to 
upgrade the post was taken flouting 
all the relevant rules. The minisicr 
was completely kept in the dark in 
this regard and the department of 
personnel was also deliberately kept 
away from the selection process. 
Even the prescribed qualification.-i 
were altered to accommodate Mr 
Thanvi without approval from the 
appropriate authority. Interestingly, 
Mr Verma says in his report, the 
socalled selection committee met on 
24 October 1983 and selected Mr 
Thanvi fur tlie post of superintending 
bio-chemist even before the post was 
aaiictioiied. The board made the 
selection even without examining 
the confidential reports of Mr Than¬ 
vi, Mr Verma says in bis report that 
“Mr Thanvi was discharged from the 
post of senior biO'Chemist in 1980 
since his performance |in the post 
during probation was not found satis¬ 
factory. He was discharged from the 
junior post on (he grounds of unsatis¬ 
factory performance. Ironically, on 


RAJASTHAN 

A Degree of Fraud 


Fake thesis by stjnior doefor in a leading hospital 

A man who obtained a doctorate blame for submitting such an imagjn* 
degree on the basiv uf a fake ary and false thesis, 
thesis has been made in charge gf the Decpiie the fact that the university 
pathological laboratory in Sawai had cancelled the PhD- degree and 
Man Singh (SMS) hospital: the demoted him because df unsatisfac- 
largest hospital of the state The PhD, lory work, he was promoted to the 
degree, waich was awarded to Mr postoC superimendi^bio-chemist. a 
P.C. Thanvi, a bio chemist in the post which has a direct bearing on 
hospital in 1979, was withdrawn by the health and lives of patients 
the university of Rajasthan, in Octiv through an alleged high-level con- 
ber last year. An advenisemeni to spiracy involving senior officials of 
this effect was also inserted by the the secretariat and ihe principal of 
university in local newspapers on 24 the Jaipur medical college. 

October 1983. The promotion of Mr Thanvi was 

The university's decision to with* exposed by Dr Hari Singh, a Congres- 

draw the degree was based on the s(I) MLA. in a letter to the then CM 

findings of an enquiry commission Sbiv Charan Mathur on 14 November 

headed by a High Court judge: Jus- 1964. Dr Hari Singh is himself a 

rice P.D, I^udal. The commission was reputed surgeon and before joining 

appointed by the Chancellor of the politics had worked in the SMS 

university to find out the truth about medical college. When the post of 

the charges made by certain com- senior bio-cbemist was being up- 

pliinaots that the thesis submitted graded to the post of superintending 

by Mr Tlianvi was based on expert- bkxbemist, Dr Singh bad wniten (o 

ments which were never conducted, the CM saying “It appears that the 

Justice Kudal specifically mentioned post was being upgraded to promote 

(hat the experiments mentioned ia Mr P.C. Thanvi who was found guilty 

(he thesis were never conducted, by a commission of inquiry headed 

even the patients on whom the ex- by a dtting judge of the Rajasthan 

periments were claimed to have been lUgh Court.” The CM had assured 

conducted were never admirr^d to ibe ULA that anioo would soon be 

the hospital. The enquiry commie tekon and called foi the file from the 

tiOD held that not only Mr Thanvi but medical depantnent. On 23 January 

hii guide Dr S.D. Bhardwaj, pr^es- 1964. Dr Singh inforiDed the CM that 

SOT and head uf the departaieni of "Dexpite your Having niomosed the 

bkKhemistry in the SMS medical file from the department, the madic- 

college. Irir‘- was alto eijually to aJ department bei promoted Mr 



th« basis of the same record he has 
been considered suitable for the 
higher post of superintending bio¬ 
chemist. Moreover, Mr P C. Thanvi 
has been found guilty of moral turpi- 
rude in submitting a fake thesis by a 
commission of enquiry." 

Mr Verma categorically stated in 
his report that the promotion was 
fraudulently back dated “This was 
done cumulatively by a number of 
officers after the receipt of instruc¬ 
tions from the CM's secretariat. It 
shows a planned conspiracy to favotxr 
Mr Thanvj. The falsification of gov¬ 
ernment records and cheating the CM 
constitute a grave misconduct and 
call for deterrent action." he said. 

Without noting the CM's instruc¬ 
tions on the relevant file, the prop^ 
al we9 submitted to the beelib minis¬ 
ter for the approval of the new post 
and Mr Thanvl's appointment. The 
minister sanctioned the proposal on 
28 December but it was forged and 
changed to 28 October. Mr Verma's 
finding is backed by the report of the 
State Forensic Laboratory which 
clearly states that the original date 
beneath the signature of the health 
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minister had been tampered with 
and altered. The coocpiracy did not 
end with it. The orders of the crea 
lion of the post aod appointment of 
Mr Thanvi were also back-dated to 28 
October 1963. The copies of the order 
were shown to have been addressed 
to the accountant-general, principal, 
medical college and superintendent. 
SMS hospital. On enquiry. Mr Verma 
found that no such letters dated 28 
October 1983 were received either in 
the accountant-geoerari office or by 
the superintendent. SMS hospital. 
And the ones said to have been 
received by the principal, medical 
college, were act entered in the 
college receipt register. 

Whet is more incnguing it (hat 
fresh letters with the same concents 
were issued and sent to the same 
addresses again on 1 December 1963 
All the addressee shad received them 
on 3 December. 1983. Mr Verma says 
that the letter dated 28 October was 
in fact backdated to complete the 
fonnaliiy but copies were not sent to 
the AC office and SMS hospital or 
else it would have erpoaed the mis¬ 
chief. The fresh letters were sent on 


1 December to make the records 
complete. 

Mr Verma's report Is proved true 
from another fact that the joining 
report of Mr Thanvi claimed to have 
b^n signed by him on 2 November 
1983 was received in the AG office on 
27 December 1983 and the one with 
the principal, medical college hod 
not been noted in the college regis¬ 
ter This clearly shows' that tha 
charge report was also backdated to 
complete the conspiracy. ''If Mr 
Thanvj has taken over charge on 2 
November 1963, as indicated by the 
charge report, his salary for the 
month of November 1983, would 
have been drawn for tha upgraded 
pull in the salary bill for tha month 
of November 1983 itself and there 
was nu necessity of drawing the same 
through en anear bill.” Mr Varma 
observes. 

The report of Mr Verma was sub* 
mitted on 16 July 1984 to the chief 
secretary but has so far not attracted 
any action and Mr Thanvi continues 
to give reports regarding vital pat ho* 
logical teste of the patients. 




gpi—Jmtta ProphcFs Word 


A HfgHd Hidttfa iBd fegndi ea^ 
I ot oo ikg Md 


wiioDa of Praphei MdMMMd w« 
hMd tt Hyderibed for 6m lint 
da*. The fouNiey eanfawca ««a 
wfAoiegd by tfa« DV'ul-Oleaa, 
a reUflmse caure « 
end che Daetri 



iMM nan gU pang el 
aa wall aa 20 


daa baua with 


ataDcaftar «f Omania UahanKy 
nfdibatikna waa a yaat oaed to 
naka m watkastie ri r ii p iltT ii^a of 
6» ffaM faayliia) end Sea/acb 
(actiaaa) PropCn ^****^*^ 
Tin Fiapfan^ IHa and ecdoas ware 
a Urlag aoaitaaay of whet the 
Qam Int ntitbr nankirwl. Of the 
Qwgaaiwia cf nyt&pi thet ware 
attributed ce tha p raeb ti . only 
7,000 IMadttb aatnantkatad. 
Mny nylBfi aad taacdecaa had 
baaa to Aa F rey h at by 

u p dlU e a . bat were actaafiy doc aa* 




hj tht cUaf fttan, tha tnan af 
Ca'aba (Mam) Paattanl ShMhh 
Abdtd JUhnaD Ua Abdtd tha 

four fluin sntliini of 6m eeirfar- 
ma bald in Arabic, IMa, UUi 
and 4 aympoelua bi mk 

with varimu rheologicri aoacts d 
iha Fro^ac MohasuDad'e tile and 
mehhm. Iba makaia took ao 
panicular aepacta of tha F ropheca 
life, qaedag eerioos ■iifhnrirtee to 
thair f a n arc h papar*. In tha CQ» 
dttdlai mtiOB, the caafertaca 
aad torea raaeknidQc nUttoi to 
Bfudfan parennal law, waid bmdi 
and an InstlciiciflD of raliftoaa 
learning to HydanbaA 
PraaOtog oear too ton- 

guage lecuon, Badda AU, ri» 


ngad to eollect Aa tttAantic 
SadfcAg and fgararAa of Aa 
F f w lto t too a coiAaa^haB o be 
pabniiiait far Aa baMfit af MtU' 
■■a m waQ at nan^teliiBa. A 
datagata IroH Kvwait, Sayed 
AhBMd Al Mab^ 6mt a tnia 
Matm wm Aa ADowar of Ae 
Qmmmt Aa HmG6i $a6 Aa ffiiaato 
and eaalomad o the fanxwr 
(Ptepheei wadldMM)^ the Shar- 
tog ( took tow) to Ator sail ttirit. 
blm waa nat a Aaantknl raogtoa 
or a aai cd mc ap n o l batiefs bat 


aald 


ramarihli Icr 

uSmm HIA 


HIA widto Aa VHma 


(Aaokglana) had tha taak of aqalp* 
ping the youth wiA Ae nacamry 
raligioui knowledga end nkOriM 
values. The Imam axhonad the 
Muslim youth to adopt Ae lalaadc 
teechtogs in all walks o£ life and to 
keep themselves sway fron Aa 
forces of discord and disunity 
Hie conference to its three ra< 
solutions urged Ae govemmani of 
India not to mterfere wiA Aa Stoir 
tor. The Shariat is unnltenUe aad 
At govenuDeat hod givao aa laaur- 
anca that it would not bc^ any 
cbaagjtt in Ae 

tow. The aoafarmee rasolvad that 
proper pcwctioo AouU ha mfl. 
able for wakf propaitiea whlA 
were being encroaAad iqMi or 
being misused by unscmpulottt par 
seen. The wakf boanto woM net 
equipped to deal wiA Aa aa* 
oonAers. to its AM raaduttop, 
the conference said that Aa 
Dearat ul Mtarif, the Arabic 
Academy of R eeeacth. Trtuiatotton 
and Publkadon u Oananto tM* 
veraity had been dMng avatoAt 
wqA to Ae pseiui laUuiA If lafpi. 
Arabic mnousatota aad reltoWlg 
bteratura. It urged dtocamATbA*: 
Tmmm inrf Ttw naiir pnmnmiA* 
tDirwidaliinda. '' 








NEWS 


POLITICS 

The Demand for Gorkhaland 


The Gorkhe Front wants a separate state within India 


T he Darjeeling based Corkha 
National Liberation Front 
(GNLF) has aoufht the assistance of 
major world powers and the United 
Nations to persuade India, Nepal and 
the United Kingdom (UK) to ebro' 
gate the Indo Nepal and British- 
Nepal treaties of 19S0. and conclude 
new ones, which would clearly spe¬ 
cify the political and legal status of 
Indian Corkhas. The ambiguity in 
the existing treaties have subjected 
them to "apartheid and genocide.” 
according to Mr Subash Ghising . 
the GNI^ president. Ghising hes 
also demanded the formation of a 
separate state of Gorkhaland within 
India which he said would solve the 
problems of the Indian Corkhas, and 
organised a "boycott” of all cha 
Assembly end Parliamentary elec* 
tions since 1980 The proposed Gor* 
khaland state, according to GNLF 
maps, would include the Dar;eeljng 
hill areas, Siliguri Terai and Jal* 
paiguri Dooars extending right upto 
Sankosh river bordering Assam. It 
would cover an area of 22S6 sg. miles 
with a population of about 14 lakhs 
Including nine lakh Nepalis 
Ghising, a Darjeeling based polici* 


cian has been called a Nepali agent 
trying to wreck the movement on 
constitutional recognition of the 
Nepali language in £dia, something 
he has no sympathy for. Sources 
close to the Nepal administration 
claim that he is an Indian agent 
trying to foment trouble among the 
Nepalis. 

Ghising's memorandum to the 
King of Nepal and Indian authorities 
m D^ember 1913 on the treaty revi¬ 
sion issue has failed to evoke any 
response from either side. He has, 
therefore, invited "rightful opinion 
and the helping hands" of China, 
USSR. USA, France, Pakistan, Ba^- 
ladesh. Sri Lanka and Bhutan to raise 
the issue in the Security Council end 
General Assembly of the United Na¬ 
tions, the International Coun of Jus* 
tice and the European Commission of 
Human Rights. He has also asked the 
three concerned partial the UK, 
Nepal and India—to do the same. 
Copies of the 1983 memorandum 
containing a case history of the Cor* 
kha problems have been forwarded 
to all these countries. The memoran¬ 
dum said that there were three cate¬ 
gories of Corkhas living in India— 


RAJASTHAN STATE LOTTERY 

The Bubble Which Has Burst 


Misinanogenient has deoJt a crippling blow to the scheme 


T he Rejasthan State Lottery which 
creat^ a first by announcing a 
bumper prise of R^ one crore in 1983 
is itself on the vergt of bankruptcy 
The much'pubUcised "Satyam” draw 
of the lottery has been aborted and 
the state government is on the point 
of losing crores of rupees due to 
mismanagwent. 

The Rajasthan Lottery created a 
sensation in the lottery world in 1983 
when it first started the "Satyan” 
draw with a prite of Rs two lakhs on a 
ticket vihi^ at Re one only. Tbe 
prise money multiplied in no time 
and in May 1983 lottery's B3rd 
Holi bumper draw had a prise of Rs 
30 lakhs. For another bvmpvi draw, 
the prise money was a staggering Rs 
one aore and one lakh for a ticket of 
Ri ten. The tickeu sold out and bad 
to he purchased in the black market. 
The going tor the Rajetthan State 


Lottery was too good to last. Sudden* 
ly, things started to move in reverse 
gear. The goodwill of the Rajasthan 
Lottery which was at its pe^ lut 
year touched rock'boctMB when the 
recently'introduced "Shivam” week¬ 
ly drew was cancelled before rwo 
months of its operation. Take, for 
example, what happened to the Holi 
bumper draw on 3 January this year. 
The lotteries department had 
announced that 48 lakh dckeis worth 
Rs ten each would be released for 
sale. The Governor, O.P. Mehra, re* 
leased the first lot of tickets at an 
elaborate func^n. Tbe second lot of 
tickeu ware subsequently released 
It the state depertment’s tale camps 
at Cekutia. Facna. Guwahati, Luck* 
now, Delhi. Bh^iaL Ahmedabad, Vi* 
iayawtda, Madm and Jaipur. This 
tune the raeponae from t^ public 
was WK as overwhelming. Only 16.S 


descendants of aboriginal Corkhas 
who were iDhabilams of the land m 
Nonli Bengal ceded to British India 
by Nepal under tbe Sugaulee treaty 
of 1815, those who sponieneously 
migrated to India after the “humi¬ 
liating treaty." and (hose who “offi¬ 
cially” joined the British (and subse¬ 
quently Indian) Gorkha regiments- 
dncetSBS. It may be menrioned here 
tbit the bulk of the Nepal nationals 
who are recruited in the British and 
Indian Gorkha regiments settle in 
India after recirement. 

Ghising told Sunday that since it 
was virtually impossible to disting¬ 
uish between Indian Gorkhas and 
nationals of Nepal, the Gorkhis who 
settle in India are treated as fore* 
Igners in India with the “damaging 
existing treaties” clearly making 
them subjects of the Nepal king. He 
also severely criticised the British for 
failing to hold a plebiKite in the 
“ced^ land” before leaving India. 

Ghising. an ex*serviceman himself, 
is known for his militant outlook. He 
has of late concentrated his efforts 
on some 30,000 ex-servicemen, living 
in this region, constantly reminding 
them not to forget their training and 
discipline and to remain alert to fight 
for the just cause. His message is 
loud and clear—the Gorkhas have 
been traditionally fighting other peo¬ 
ples' war, it may be time to fight one 
for themselves. 


lakh tickets could be sold from the 
first lot and not a single ticket was 
sold from the second. Consequently, 
the sale of the third lot of tickets had 
to be called off. The department had 
hoped to raise money to the tune of 
Rs four crores but the amount earned 
by the government through sale of 
tickets was a paltry Rs 1.6 crores. 

Since the once-prized Rajasthan 
Lottery tickets were no longer in 
demand, the government tried to 
find a way out of the Imbroglio. On 
the department’s suggestion, the 
state govemmem amended the lot¬ 
tery guidelines of 1968, which unlike 
the previous rules authurised tbe 
department to include even unsold 
fleets in the draw. This meant that 
the scope of the draw was enlarged to 
all the tickets printed by the depart¬ 
ment. a clear violation of the earlier 
guideline (hat only Tickets which had 
been sold would be eligible for 
prises. The Holi bumper draw had. 
however, been announced at a time 
when the earlier guidelines were 
applicable. Aggrieved with the 
eBsandment, a buyer of the ticket 
approached the Rajasthan High 
Court and obtained a stay order on 
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the draw of the lottery till the case 
was decided. The case will come up 
for hearltiK on 9 May this year. 

Whether the amendment in lottery 
guidelines is valid or not will only be 
clear once the court*s decision is 
available, but what are the reasons 
which led to the lottery fiasco? Sim- 
DAY approached Dharam Singh 
Sugar, director of the lotteries de¬ 
partment to find out Dharam Singh 
put the blame squarely on the lottery 
agents who had been approached for 
the sake of tickets. ''ARents From* all 
over the country had promised us 
their help and cooperation. Now they 
have deserted us>’‘ he complained. 

The agents, however, blame the 


department. They said that the im< 
posiiioo of sales tax had nothing to 
do with the poor sale of lottery 
tickets. “If that is scs why are other 
lotteries sorviTing and recording 
higher sales?" demanded one agent. 

The Rajasthan governmeni which 
earned Rs 2.5 crores from lotteries in 
19B5-S4 may end up losing an equal 
amount this year. The department 
has also been blamed for running the 
lotteries in a slipshod Bianner, 
According to the agents, the prise 
money was not being handed ou: in 
time. 

If the High Coon strikes down the 
amendment, (he sia(« department 
will lose up to Rs 1.5 crores. In l ase 


FRANCt 

The Rise of Racism 


Thf neo-Nazi National From 

I t IS perhaps irunical that the 
uli ra-nght wing parties in France, 
including the neo-Nazi National 
Fronts are sirengthemng their posi¬ 
tion since Francois Mitt«fsand, the 
Socialist leader was elected Fresi- 
dent of the republic in 19dl. Politicel 
observers, however, feel that the 
election of a Socialist as President, in 
place of the Gaullist Giscard d'Es- 
laing. has led to a right-wing 
backlash in France, which has seen a 
pluralnv of parties since World War 
II. 

But this time, the right-wing back¬ 
lash lucks serious, as was witnessed 
by the major gains m the municipal 
elections made by the ''National 
Front" iast year The demands of the 
National Front are simple: curbing 
the influx of immigrants from the 
non EEC countries and the repatria¬ 
tion of immigrant workers. The '‘im¬ 
migrants” in France are principally 
the Algerians and Moroccans. 

The recent success of the Naiionai 
Front in the local elections has 
alarmed not only Mitterrand's Social¬ 
ists. but the centrist parties includ¬ 
ing the neo-GauHist party Rassamb- 
lement pour la Republique (RPR) 
and the centre-right party Union 
pour la Democracie Francaise 
(UDF>. Two weeks ago, these two 
groups joined hands in the French 
Parliament (National Assembly) to 
oppose the plan of (he Socialists to 
introduce major reforms in the law 
governing municipal elections. The 
Socialist reforms would have led to 
proportional representation in the 
local elections, thus making it diffi¬ 
cult for the right-wing groups, etpe- 
cielly the National Front, to gau 
Bscendancv through direct elections. 


gams ill sfrbugtii 



h ukk at MitUrreAd: Prwkrnmlfranii 


as they did last year. Whilst the RPR 
and the UDF have vowed to fight the 
Socialist government's reforms, they 
are also worried by the challenge 
posed by the neo-fascist elements 
Meanwhile, the situation has been 
further complicated by Presideoi 
Mitterrand'sBuggesrioR that the im¬ 
migrants (mostly Algerian and 
Moroccan unskilled vrorkers) would 
have tbe right to vote in local ekec- 
rioits. Addressing tkie annual confer¬ 
ence of the League of Human Rights, 
the President said. "The parrictpa 
non of immigrants in local govern¬ 
ment seems to me to be a just and 
fundamental demand which should 
be met. It will inevitably become a 
law one day." This brought an im¬ 
mediate reton from Jean le Chnuet. 


the court upholds (he amendment as 
valid, the government will lose about 
Rs SO lakhs besides losing the confi¬ 
dence of the and the common 
man. A bitter war will scan between 
(he agents, the ticket-holders and the 
lotteries department if the court de¬ 
cides to give ticket-holders back 
their money. If that happens, the 
question that will be asked is: who 
will refund the money to chose who 
purchased the tickets? According to 
Sagar. the department is not 
bothered with che problem since the 
"public had bought tickets from 
agents and not from us. But we will 

I take the matter to court. 

I mn^ ChMd Oawdfa, jia4»or 


leader of the UDF and one of the best 
known right-wing French politicians 
apart from former President Giscard 
d' Estaing, wJu- said. ''However 
generous the French people may be. 
they cannot accept (hat their villages 
and towns will be run by virtue of the 
votes which would come from fore¬ 
igners." 

Giving immigrants who have lived 
in France for at least five years, the 
right to vote (as they have in BritainI. 
was one of the "propositions” in 
MiiicrrandScampaign for the Pres¬ 
idential election. However, his men¬ 
tion uf the "proposition" has brought 
a sudden adveise reaction from Le 
Canuei and ic is expected that it will 
provoke another virulent campaign 
by the National Front and other 
rightist elements, who have cam¬ 
paigned fur the last 2U years for the 
refusal of civic rights, including (ha 
right to vote, to immigrants workers. 

To combat the rise in neo-fascist 
feelings in France, a left-wing anti- 
racist group "SOS Racism" has been 
formed. This organisation has re¬ 
vealed the results of a public opinion 
poll conducted by an independent 
research body in November. Accord¬ 
ing to this survey. €1 per cent of the 
people questioned said that there 
were too many immigrants in Franca: 
85 per cant of che people felt chat 
immigrants without work permits 
should be sent back; 74 par cent felt 
that French cltitens should be given 
priority over imougraots in jobs and 
over 26 per cent agreed with the 
sunii of the National Front on im¬ 
migration. 

It is unfortuiiate that such racist 
feelings have aciseidsiDce World War 
U in a country which gave the Ideals 
of liberty, equality and fraternity to 
human history. The irony is even 
graaier when one remembers that 
these very counirui took the lead in 
the war against Fascism and Natisa 
which irood fur Racism. 
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ler Gandhi 


W hen he walked into 
rhe Indian and East* 
ern New&paper Society 
(ICNS) office in New De- 
Wxi. clad in a white cfhocj. 
weiring round spectacles, 
supporting himself with a 
walking stick, with not a 
strand of hair on his head, 
journalisti thought they 
had had one ton many. 
For. the person was a Uv* 
ing likeness of Mohandas 
Keramchand Gandhi. li 
was only later, ofier they 
had recovered, did the 
journallbiK realise that the 
person was too young to be 
Gandhi. Nausliud. who has 
been painstakingly culti 
voting ihv image of Gan 
dhi, is only 2d years old. 
This young man from 
Cochin (he was a iranspor 
ter m the Cochin Port 
Trust) has »een Attenbor¬ 
ough's iiijndhi eight iimifs 
in an effort to emulate Ren 
Kingsley in the depictmn 
of the person who this 
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country to freedom. 
Naushed even keeps his 
weight down to ^2 kgs 
(GandhiS steady weight), 
has become a vegetarian 
and has visiied Porhander 
and rrjve'lled through G» 


jarai He now plans to set 
up e centre fur Gandhism 
in Kerala. Rut if any siuie 
in the country needs a 
Gandhi today, it is the 
Mahatma's home state. 
Gujarat. 


Designed for 
Success 

T his time, designer Bina 
iLHlvani) Raman I 
made an exit from New 
Delhi. Her guodbye to In¬ 
dia after a Lhrcu-mnnih 
stopover to gather her au¬ 
tumn stock (or New York 
where she lives and where 
she offers Americans 
"sequence, shine and glit¬ 
ter,” was an adventurously 
"ethnic” dinner. And on 
display were exotic ghac 
eras, and beadi^ (and some 
of the Janpath finery was 
assembled tooj, imagina 
tively arranged by Ms 
Ramani. Old brocade 
sarees had been trans¬ 
formed into cocoon-type 
coats and worn over silk 
saiwstrs and shimmering 
evening gowns. This 
according to Rina Ramani. 
is ‘'traditional delivered in 
a Western way ” And it 
seems chat Ms Ramani has 
a lot of horse sense as 
well—the clothes were 
hung on antique horse 
heads borrowed from a 
friendly antique dealer. 
Though glitter is still gold 
in the world of haute cou¬ 


ture. IT may not always he 
uitractive and Ms Kamanl 
ha> lo continuously think 
of now ways to cater for 
the "adventurnus women'* 
as she describes her eJten- 
tele. Kamani sells 
whulesHic 1» Bonwit Tel¬ 
ler, Saks Fifth Avenue, 
Bloumingdale, but Europe 
1 $ also coming on her map 
with Dior. Even thougf^ 


feshion is her business. 
Rina Ramani has other in¬ 
terests too; she dabbles in 
the occasional bit of jour¬ 
nalism. Her most well- 
known achievement in this 
field was a free-wheeling 
interview with Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, in the course of 
which the late Prime 
Minister talked about her 
culinary talents. 
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Poetic 

Justice 

K amala Das. whose , 
auiobingraphy . 

STorv created nppies in ! 
the hlerary world. ha« now 
added anuiher feether to ' 
her already overcrowded 
cap: she has won the | 
Kumara Asan World Prize ' 
for poetry Ms Das, who 
writes in Maiayalam under 
the pen name Madhavikui- 
Ty. has been awarded the ' 
prize for her c'olleccion of 
86 poems called A'umala 
Das CoUwtfd P<M‘ms Vull. 
The award, ime of the most 
disiinguished awards of 
the third world, was insti¬ 
tuted in 1981 and among 
its recipients are Leopold 
Sedar Senghor, Nicholos 
Guillen and John Wright. 
And Kamela Das’ reaction 
on receiving this award? 
'’After working hard for un 
examination you expert 
good results." she told ' 
Si'n:>ay I 

Like Fattier, 

Like Son t 

L ike father, like son. | 
This IS perhaps the | 
most fitting wav in de- | 
scribe Colonel S.P. Wahi, j 
chairman of the Oil and ' 
Natural Gas Commission | 
<ONGC) and his &on, Cap 
tain Wahl, serving with 
the Indian army Fur, 
when Colonel Wuht was 
a wauled a doci urate by 
the Indian School of 
Mines. Dhanbad. m Janu¬ 
ary this year, his son was 
awarded the Vishisht Sevu 
Medal by the army 1*iic 
Colonel hris been re- ' 
warded for Increasing the | 
production of ONGC ; 
ihree-fold during the three 
years that he has been its 
chairman. For Culonel i 
Wehi. honours seem to \ 
come in pairs, he was also j 

recently awarded the pla¬ 
que of honour fur his out¬ 
standing contribution to 
the petroleum industry by 
Pi Epsilon Tau: the USA's 
national petroleum en¬ 
gineering honours society. 
Wahl, incidentally, is now 
the seniormoit public sec¬ 
tor manager^ 
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Morphine: Now in Tablet Form Aggressive Creatures 


orphme will prttTy 
suon |>e coming in 
^ \^\ tablet form rather than be 

I \ 1 Jg adminiittered by injection. 

Experiments at a hospital 
J near Liverpool in England 
K / shown that morphine 

can be successfully admi* 
rtistervd in the form of a 
tablet. But. instead of 
Hwallowing the tablet, the |iatient iv instructed to keep it 
in his mouth, in the space between the front teeth and 
(he upper lip. In thi< position the tablet dissolves quite 
slowly, in alw>ut five or six hours, and the morphine is 
ab^o^bed (hruuMh the mouth into the bloodstream. This 
unusual method i« claimed to have advantages over 
other incthodN Ap>ir( frum avoiding the needle^and 
aJho the expense of » dixposable hyp<^ermic synnge^it 
H KaiJ to more effective than ar^ injection and less 
hkek' to produce side effects such as nausea and ditzi' 
nvx' Ahhoukjh the tablet may take uptn six hours to 
disNulve, It begins tri be effective within half ambour and 
goes on working for longer than un injection The 
Liverpool doctors reporting the experiment in Lancer. 
Hay that their l>elow.ihe lip tablet has the advantage of 
an undenhe t >ngue (ublet m dissolving more slow^— 
and, therefore. Listing longer m its effect—and of being 
lesH likely to lie inudverieiitly vwallowed. 

In the experiments, the patients did not in fact escape 
(he needle. In the interestH of impartiality, each orte was 
given both a tablet ;ind an injection. However, those who 
received real morphine in (he tablet had only water in 
the injechori. while (hose receiving a genuine injection 
of morphine g<it only a dummv tablet, Inihis way, all 
patieni'i thmighc they were treated alike and possible 
psychological effects were avoided. 


A merican scientists 

have discovered that nt 
iobsters. known for their 

aggressive tendencies, V t 

may hold the key to con- ^ V' % 

trolling mood swings of •Jk 

manic-depressive humans, 

The neuro-hormone sero- ^ ^ 
tonin is found m almost all 
animals; while it circu¬ 
lates in (he lobstei's bloodstream, in human beings it is 
isolated in the brain. When serotonin is injected into 
lobsters it appeals tu cause a “posiural change that has 
been associated with aggressive Ivehaviour." Research 
on (he neuro-hormone setotnnin mav also have a signifi¬ 
cant effect on the commercial lobster industry. 


Self-medication i75!sV 

C himpunreescho<»sethe 
foliage ol certain 
plant beciiiise it cuiiiains u 
potent antibiotii.. accord- 

ing to research by a grnup mb ^ ^ \ 

of American, Japanese ^\ 

and Canadian scientists. ^ gw# \ 

Interestingly, chimpan J 

zees may sample as many 
us 300 different types of 

plant in a year. But chimps approach three closely 
related species of aspihn, a member of the daisy family, 
m an unusual manner. They carefully select a single leaf 
from such plants and swallow it whole. Such a behaviour 
prompted a team of scientists led by E. Rodrigues to 
analyse the foliage. Their suspicions were strengthened 
by report.^ that many traditional Afncan herb*) re¬ 
medies employ related species uf asptJia. A preparation 
from thv roots of one species is said to be effective 
against lumbago, sciatica and neuralgia and the leaves 
of anuiher are used lu treat sores, stomach cumpbinis 
and coughs. The researchers' hunch proved correct. 
Aspjhe contains an antibiotic called thiirubrine A which 
is a powerful germicide and effective against a range of 
common bacteria. It is alio capable of terminating the 
careers of parasites, such as roundworms and flukes 


Tapping Wind Power 

B ritain is to establish a national test centre to <peed 
(he development of new machines that will tap what 
is now believed to be (he most attractive source of 
renewable energy: wind power. The National Wind 
Turbine Test Centre is being set up by the National 
Engineering Laburatory on a windy moorland ridge 3.^0 
metres above sea level, some nine kilometres from its 
headquarters at East Kilbnde. just outside illaigow in 
{Jutland, liie test site nuw being constructed has an 
open outlook on all sides with the land sloping away to 
the coast some SO km away. It is planned to have three 
universal test pads, each capable of taking machines 
With sweeps or blades up to 20 metres in diameter. A 
SO-metre high meteorological tower will have wind 
speed instruments spaced at various heights, and simi 
Uriy equipped poriahle masts will be placed immediate¬ 
ly up wind of each windmill nn test. N£L plans to use the 
test ground fur small and medium-site wind turbine.s of 
upto about KKl kilowatts output. 


Understanding Labels 


A team of researchers 
at the university of 
Western Australia, Perth. g 

has been successful in 

helping children who can- I I 

not read differentiate he- I ( e« 

tween harmless and I dl 

dangerous products. 

Teaching a child who can- I | 

not read to understand 

labels-'Ted triangles, crosses, snakes and skulls'^is 
difficult. The problem is that although young children 
can be taught their significance, they quickly forget 
whdi iliey stand for. Jij axi experiment, the researchers, 
Roben Grieve and Eileen Williams, used red crt>sses and 
a rather different symbol; the unhappy face of a crying 
child. They wanted to find out whether a group of 
children who could noi read, could remember what they 
mean I. the research showed that although the children 
could inidally grasp what both indicated with equal 
ease, within a week a good humber had forgotten what 
the red cress stood for. On the ^ther hand, none of them 
forgot what the unhappy face meau. 
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BEGINNING 5 MAY 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


mu (IS k9n\—U Htvl This 
id 3 week of (riixeQ loriunss 
BT ^ tuB 6usinsssm9n should noi 
hesitaie (o (sks up chaii«ng- 
mg ventures Creelivewr<iers 
and lawyers will also Imd Ihit phase favour* 
aOia This IS also a flood perrod for love and 
marriage negodaiions Professionals, 
however, are advised not lo displease ihev 
superiors The financial front promises (0 
remain ineotnng pui avoid eidravagance 
The domestic from will remain peaceful 
But do oQi rieflieci your health 
Good dafis; b. 7 and 9 
Lucky Rumden: 2. 3 and 5 
Favourable diractlen' Nonn*easl 


liG (1b Augeit— 14 Septan* 

Nr) Tfvs 'S no*a good week 
lor lovecs postpone mar* 
^ nape plans Vour health w"i 
add to your problems con- 
suii a doctor at the slightest tidicairon o* 
diness These m served are advaed to pay 
more aneni«on to ther work Students 
should r>ol ft tier away prec>ous bme Legal 
proh>ems reiaimg lo property will cause 
concern However, this is a good week for 
writers and creatwe an*S*S A tourney is in 
the offing towards the waeKer>d 
6Md «itM: 6 7 and 9 
Lucky AUJuNn 9. 4 and 8 
Fivourebla dkeenee: Nonn*wesi 



SAGIHARtUS (IS Oecamksr— 

14 JiReenil If you are unem. 
ployed, iheie are bright 
chances lhat you will fmd a 
lOb ih s week This is also a 
good week lor those in love you can go 
ahead with marriage plans A teller will 
bring unexpected good news towards Ihe 
mMSdle ol Ihe week A tourney you were 
lOOfeng forward to 1$ in (hr* oKing But 
Ousr^easmen will frvd the QOing rough. 
Avoid legal problems The domeatic imni 
wii create tension 
Qeel ddis: 6 . 9 and lO 
Lucky Aumeart: 3 b ahd 6 
Favourable dlrsstteit: North-west 



TAURUS flG May—14 J«eo) 

Friends and relatives wiH piiu 
you oul of Oiificurt*es ihr$ 
week II you are »n love and 
iniandmg to get mairied ihrs 
la (no opportune momeni to do so Thii t| 
alau e good week for busmesarnen and 
profesSiOnaiu do not waste nme on 
socishsing dnet push your efforts tp Ihe 
ulmoit Studcnis will Inu ih>s phase 
laveuraOlo some of you may gel opporiu* 
rtri,e$ ir study iD'oed Bui those above the 
age of 4£) should keep a sharp eye on ih«ir 
health and diet 
Good balls; 7 9 ario ii 
Lucky euihben: 4, S end 7 
Pavourcblt blrecUott' South 


VIRGO (IS Septeffllcr— 14 
Oeteber) A new inendshp 
yy j ) wruch #<■ pioseom ovs week 
“_f 'mil prove very helpful m the 

near luiure ihe tmeislOeei 
for love and rrarr age negoi aliona 
Busmesemen end proieeerunets win also 
find ih($ period favourable A pieiserit 
surpnse et the end ol the week <s m siore 
*or you Your hnerK»ai prospects wis kM>k 
up However, avoid legal conv'>C«hon$ ihis 
week Stay ewey irom pofebc* end keep a 
sharp eye on you lieenh and diet 
$eN OatK: r 6 and 9 
Luety numNft' ?, A and 9 
Ffveuralie dimttee. East 


K ywL„> CAPRICORN (16 Jihuify—14 
I ^Alfuer)!) Be prepared lor 
K set-bduks on all* Uonta 

Busmessmer) should check 
A documents metrcuioufiy be« 
Tore signing them Professionals are 
advised not to rvegieci ih«ir work Politi* 
iiAr>s ar'd lawyers should nay away from 
contiuverses On the imanciai from heavy 
loses ate 'hdicaieo you may have to 
borrow rnuney to tide over this lean period 
Your hcaflh will add to yom womes this 
week 

QoN bates: 5. 7 and 8 
Ucky numbeft' i ? and 3 
Faveumble blrtcHen; Nonn oasi 


GEMINI (16 Juae-<14 iely) 
Artists and spor1smcr\ are 
|C \ M likely to achieve the recogni* 
P y aPp uorr they were ciawng for 
Businessmen will also f nd 
this phase favourable, bul evo'd risky finen* 
ciaf deals. Professionals, espcaaliy those 
in the government service, wHi prosper a 
posbng to a place of your choice cannot be 
ruled out. Lovers can go ahead wlh mar* 
nape plans Your finar>ciet prospects will 
look up. A lener will bnng good Udings 
Your health wiH improve markedly. 

Qoob bins: 6, 8 and 10 

Lucky mitnben; 6 7 and 9 
Piveertbli blrecUea: West 


IIIRA (19 Octeler-oU 
Mevsmbef) The stars foteieH a 
lucky week lor most 0 * you 
make Ihe most of ths pe^ 
FYotesstoneis wb earn the 
praise of thi * atnpioyers e pcomolron too 
cannot be ruled out Businessmen wil bag 
lucrelive deeis On the ecorxxnc fror)t 
some of you may gam mor>ey or property 
through inheniance The domestic front wA 
remain uisptnng. Ths is also (he ideal bme 
lo solve legal disputes You wii be cured of 
a chronic aitr*eni this week 
Goeb dam: 6. 9 ar>d 10 
Cuety mimNft; i. 2 and 6 
FavoMnAla bIraeOci: North 


a fi^ AQUARHJS (19 Fibhrliy—U 
^ Mircb) Success in all your 
^ aciiviiies IS e cenamty thu 
^ week Businessmen and pro* 
S fessuneis will make steady 
progress bul they should guard agamsi 
deceit Those m the public sector are 
advised not to nuke arty changes in their 
career dunng tni$ period This i$ the ideal 
time lo carry oul marriage negoliBlior>s 
Thoee looking tor kie partners will ftrid one 
Yout financial piospecis look bright bul 
save something for the rainy days ahead 
Geob betes: 8. tO and 11 
Lucky MrmNrt: $ 6 and 7 
Favwrsbie direction' Wetii 


CANCER (18 Juty-14 AuQMt) 

An elderly member of vpur 
famiy may misunderstand 
you leading to a lot Ol un* 
necessary tension. On the 
profsBSionaJ frorit you wilt come m for 
severe cnncism from your emotovers 
This is aieo not a good penod lor those in 
love; misunderstandings may lead lo 
estranged relations. Sooei engagements 
will keep you busy but do not ovoreirtm 
yourself ce this will have an adverse effect 
on your health, 

GNd IMS S. 6 and 7 
Inky Mben: i. 2 end 4 
fcveercM IlftcHoa: South-east 


SCORFIO (15 NeveinNr—14 
DeCMiNr) This « not a good 
week for those h> love, 
obstaties may teed to foielra* 
tion On the hnanciai tront 
you may run mio rough weather. Proles* 
Sionals should be careful wh;le Oeelir>g w^lh 
their eupenors Busineaamen. however, 
wil find this phase favourable, do not 
heetiaie to urtdertake neky fmahcwi deals 
True IS me ideal tunu to solve tegal prob¬ 
lems FderM wN prove 10 N vevy helpful 
But do noi negleci your hoeiih sr>o «ei 
QiN NM: 9. 10 and 11 
iMty MNft: 7, 8 end 9 
ra sNreM blftaNee: South 



mCES <15 Marcl)-14 April) 
This week promises to be a 
lucky one provided you 
check yout e:dravagani ten* 
denciss and take care of your 
health. On the ffrolessional front & promo* 
non cannot oc oiied out Buemessmen wiH 
make huge prolits through an unexpected 
deal Sp^smen wilt come oul with flying 
colours m competitions. Studenta should 
utilise Ihe opportunities that come their 
wey Lovers cen go ahesd with marnage 
plans 

Oeed iMi: s, 9 and 10 
Lacfey aemNn. 2. 8 smd 9 
fa eearibla bktcUea: South-west 
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VARIETY 



This India 



LUCKNOW: Plyin| sgutds vi«itin( 
different centres where high Khool 
exeminutionv were in progress heve 
recovered from girl examinees a num* 
her of love letters, besides copying 
nateriol. The Hying squads, led by the 
district schools inspector of Unnio, Mr 
V. K. Saxena, recovered 16 love letten 
from the female examinees. Official 
sources said that these love letters 
were written during the examinition 
hours^TVie Times of /nd/a (Saeed 
4khiar. Lucknow) 

BHOPAL: A senior IAS officer of the 
Madhya Pradesh government purch* 
ased bocks on sex at government ex* 
penxe, it was stated in the Assembly 
on 28 March. Chief minister MoiiJal 
Voru presented the annual report of 
the l.okayukta, which did nut reveal 
th« officer’s name, but said he had 
purchased six books related to **sex 
and yoga" when he was the director of 
state lotteries in 1966-61 — Indian Ex¬ 
press (G. Chalapathi Ran. Sarapaka. 
Andhra Pradesh) 

MUNGER: The just concluded ex¬ 
aminations conducted by the Bihar 
Secondary Board were certainly a 
farce where not only money was 
minted but wayside ‘'Romeos" also 
had a gala time trying to help their 
unknown Juliets, even though not cal* 
led to do <o. In the exemination cen¬ 
tres at Munger, Jamalpur. Lakhisarai. 
Jamui and other important places, in 
spite of pucca police bandobust and 
magistrates on the round, examinees, 
their guardians, helpers and others 
enjoyed utmost liberty. Specially lor 
teachers, invigilators and centre lu* 
perimendents it seemed to be *'once in 
' a lifetime’'affair—everyone eguceaing 
money right and left, ^hoae who were 


able to pay Rs 500 (in advance) were 
offered special improvised rooms with 
readymade answers and persons lo 
dictate them, sometimes even to write 
for them. Those who could pay Rs .^60 
had 10 manage their own "chits" and 
those who gave only Rs 200 were not 
supplied any chits; they had to pay 
. homeguards and constables on duty to 
■ bring chits from outside the campus ai 
the rate of Rs S per "inp"—The Indian 
Nation (N. C> Mathur. Paina) 

NAGPUR; Can a mechanised vehh'le 
gain weight in one year? li is iu>: 
possible if the experience of the gov> 
ernment servant at the Regional 
Transport Office on 16 April is any 
indication It so happened that this 
official went to the RTO to pay hi^ 
annual taxes. When the concerned 
clerk asked him to give Rs 64 as tax. 
the official was surprised as he had 
paid only Rs 60 the preceding year He 
asked the concerned clerk the reason 
for the sudden hike in taxes The 
answer given by the clerk shocked the 
official. The clerk said the weight of 
the Piiya scooter had gone up from 95 
kgs (last year) to 105.6 kgs (ihi« vaar). 
All the pleas o# theoffiaal fell on deaf 
ears and finally he paid ihe whole 
amount and walked away in disguM^ 
Nagpur Tames (Snnivasan Umashank* 
•r, Nagpur) 

CALCUTTA; The custodians of the law 
had a hard time maintaining order 
within the precincts of Lalbasar on 17 
April when an owl perched itself on a 
ledge outside the police commission* 
er's window. Hordes of curious pas- 
sersby gathered below the ledge lu 
watch the owl, disrupting tntific on the 
premises. Senior police officials were 
seen sneaking a glance upwards and a 
sergeant had to be deputed to politely 
disperse the crowd. In the afternoon, 
the police used a ladder to try and 
catch the owl. but hostile moves by the 
bird thwarted the efforts. The owl 
remained smugly perched on the ledge 
till eight in the evening, oblivious of 
all the excitement—The Telegraph 
(Fraveen Rai. Dhanbad} 

BHOPAL: The Bharat Heavy Electric* 
als here, designed to produce equip¬ 
ment few thermal power stations, will 
now sell vegetables. BHEL's general 
manager has said it is growing and 

selling vegetables as a "diversifica* 
tion'* of its activities. Three hundred 
acres of land in BHEL township here 
have been reclaimed for cultivating 
vegetables. About 6.000 saplings of 
fruit trees have also been planted for 
an orchard—to provide fresh fruits at 
"reasonable rates* to the BHEL 
township's residents—ifjfldusran 
Tfises (S. U. Jawed Alaa. New Delhi) 


‘ Without Comment 

' Supposing there is trouble In 
Andhra Pradesh, can 1 intervene 
there? And if I do so. you will say I 
have double standards—Rajiv 
Gandhi, when a deputation of 
Gujarat opposition leaders urged 
i)iat ihe centre should intervene 
in (lujarat, in The Sfatesman 

I We iTulwandi and T) are fighting 
[ fur ilu' same cause We go to jail 
I ingeiher-H.S. Longowal. on the 
: differviice.s between him and Tal* 
wandi. m P/obe India 

Peisonally 1 do not know. Bur 1 
only pray thai he is alive—G.S. 
Tohra. chief c? the Shi roman i 
(jurdwara Prat^undhak Commit- 
ive. when asked whether Bhin- 
dranwak was alive, in The Hin¬ 
dustan Times 

' Candhi is one person for whom 1 
have m much regard that even if 
he lalk.s of whoring t wouldn't be 
able lo write about it—Khush* 
want Singh in Weekend Review 

Can a man who the Prime Minis* 
ter says is loo ‘goody goody' man* 
ogv the party of a volatile state 
like Bengal?—Somen Mitra, on 
Prnnab Mukherjee's appointment 
as the new president of the Wesi 
Bengal Pradesh Congress(l) Com* 
mittee, in India Today 



t am not a liberated woman— 
Shalinitai Patil in Onlooker 


People bore me. Film people par* 
tibulnrly bore me. 1 prefer calking 
to my tree»—Kixhore Kumar in 
The /Nostra red Weekly of India 

My biggest ‘high’ in Bombay bas 
been the amount of affection we 
have received. Affection cbaitgei 
everything*—Begum Bilkees Latif, 
on the eve of her departure to 
Paris where her huabind l.H. 
Latif lakes over ai Indian ambas* 
aador, in Current 










VARIETY 
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AKbtfUO*' < comptrM «fHh th» 

8»y*<t UaM>a •Ad USA. HunM^y hat • 
wonderful tradRiOA. JoMph Sinttf ft % 
grindmMtvr wfioM rMtfva cOacuriry it 
dlfReuR tt rwonciia «ilh Mdi obvioua 
ttlam. 

WNta; L. ^omtch SM: J nnur 
QuMfl’i OambR Dde«r«d. Sami-TtrfMch 
Datanca. Hungartan CRaivigioAa«)io 1SSa. 

t Nm«bs 2 P~tm P-JU 

>tM(S3 P-04 4M-83 

6 PkO^ NiP e P-IU MN 

7 PkN PhP tPvP >4« 

t S.OB4 P-OMI? 


IP M2 S-W4 nS-02 O-M 

12 M QjiB4 120-02 S-M2! 

For If 14 QaQ H)cQ 16 B«P* K-K2 eUK« •'ta 

tod maAv tPwMa'fhivatt 
UA-0f9 OiQ* 1««aO P-OM 

IfPuOM P-NI 17P.I0I 

MaHrig SiacTt ovaanalda pawna 
WhRa'a atrataoy appaan p#o<niaing 

>7. IU21 lii-O P-S4I7 


CUGSS 

f Rntpr (Black) to mp«a 



Poniaeli (WMa) 

A beW bv( naly airelia. aeaUAg to 
cf»lla<^ Wftaia'a eantral authofAy bafora 

n la toe laic 

nf^ P0 2iB-B4 K-m 
21 P-Oi DUOMM 

» #aM*if tna cuimiAaaa<i of Whiia'a 
Afta'21 ..N-MtorR2 23K-OaiaAd 


KB^i4 Stack tt ov•^*ha!mad. I 

21... lUnilT 

OaniM. On an apan beard whh aeani 
malartal WMta’a king fall! pray to a mailng 

attack. 

2IPiM KJI-ftl4 22K-B4 B-KB* 
24IUAO S-«1l 

Tha po»nt ^ rot wkll cteia wtth 

and P-SS Maanwrhila White 
muaf dafand Nta biahoe 
2SOII-OS1MS4 ftiura P-B8 

27PM9I K-MI 

Wor>darfutplay. If . 27., IbiN. KR-K1* 
K-eS 29 

2iN-B74 K-M 2iS-IU R-04»l 

20 P^O 

or ap M3 31 PaP P-M6 la double 
chart and mate 

20. P-BO 21B-aS' IUN4*I 

22P-N4* SaPtl 

Gokng foe a world record In conaacuilva 
charta 

OIK-M PaS* 24Raaiona 

MICHAEL STEAN 


B.RIOCih 


Tha daciarar aaamad to play tho hand wall 
and It wM aubwimad for a brunancy pnia 
In fact, ha mada ana rather poor pf^. and 
a daiar>dar mada a amah arrar aa wall. 

Dealer waai N-S Vuinarabla 

i JO 2 
A J6S2 

♦ 0743 
♦ 4 

» 764 M #010 26 

04 M r WK 

#<062 ^ SAJOO 

2aJ06 ^ #010 73 

# AK2 
# Q to 2 7 2 
# 10 
# <212 


* 0 10 2 6 
K 

J AJ22 
0 10 7 3 


Tha biddi 
Sourh 

in^^oam 

Norrh 

Sswt 


No 

No 

1 # 

1# 

z# 


No 

4# 

dbla 

No 

No 

No 





Waat lad lha king of dtamondi and 
awncTtad to a lew heart Aaddamwhthaoa 
bean from K k. dadarar flnaaaad. wng to 
isa airtgMen urtg A diamentf lattim wee 
ruffad. and atia* drawing Oia outaiandlhg 
trump South played a low dub la tha land i 
lack Altar a diamond ruR. ckib nrtf. and I 
anglhardiamondrvft. thapoalddnwaa: ' 



QUE9TKIN2 

t. Tha 3eth paraUdi divides which two 
Asian eountnaa? 

2. Name iho hormone oacratad Oy the 
pancreas, the lock of which leads lo 
diabetes? 

3. Whol are isohyeto? 

4. How is Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov better 
known aa? 

5. SlotAmai/, Foreign Correspondenf. 

Sfrsdpers on a Tram and North ^ 
^rffhwpof are films made by which 
wall-known Brflwh diractor? 

e. In World War II. wno were (^e 
MogiAt? 

7. Wkh which Amoncan PraoMom io 
tha tami 'New FronBar," meaninfl new 
ohiBenoao and cpportunMes in pottuco. 

eABnra^iiwtM 


Quiz 

assoAatea? 

6. What, ri sootfogy. is a iemily ^ 
whieh consists of the husband, wife and | 
children and spans only two geneiayons ^ 
caled'^ 

9. What IS the study Of etecbons. voting 
pettemo and electoral behaviour called? 

10. Name the reOgious orgamaabon 
founded by George rox and ofbciaiv 
caRod the 'Society or Pnenoa.' 

11. In tha course of the tranaiabon of 
Karel Caoek s play R.U.R.. a new word 
made 4s way udo the Engigh language 
What word? 

12. kVhtt ve disorders whien mat# fiom 
madKSnes giyon lo cure another unre¬ 
lated diseaae ea*ad? 

1$. Blade, bow. feathering, pudd# and 
otroke $f% lormo uoed M 


i JI 2 
JO 

♦ - 


764 

N 

# 0 102 

• 

W E 

# — 
e — 

AS 

8 

#0 10 


k## 

I > 



#K2 



South lod tha Ung of club*, forcing a 
ecpvtr: than tha Iasi trump aquaantf East. 

Tha matataa? South's trump flrmH M 
tnrt two wea • rmataka. bacauia n Waal 
has # K ha cannot alao h<M # A; and if 
East haa # Athacontract is laydown. And 
Cast mada ■ liny arror whan ha fsifad to 
inaail tha ID of cluba on Iha first round 0l 
tha svi 

TERENCE REFSE 


which sport? 

SuiMoy Gi 
sessesip piueScuiei Zi 
nogcu piO« (pezo at4i uxxtj *)oqou u 

Sieiieno eqi oi 
i(6oioudeS(j $ 
AHuei jeeiPnu v $ 
Apeuue)4 j uqor L 
’asuoioweu avi se umoi^ oqe 

aiOM Aem ’eojsj^ peidncoo u| secuoi 

ueuueo eu) luSnoj oum setiujang g 
XuopipliH PPJHV 9 
uiuen > 

iftpifti (snDe MMf4 seostd 6uipeu 
•uoo Ofuj|so#otoioeiauit uo saun *C 

•onntu| z 

ta^ MWS out UPON i 

SVaMSNV 





BY SHAMLU DUDEJA AND CHAMPAK 8ASU 


Crypiocross 


Figure it Out 


guy 


2 2 


M 


MI1S116 


□BQQai 

■gi 


9 lull 




Each number in the main grid reprMenis a letter. The 
aame number alwayt stands for the same letter. To help 
you make a itan three letters have been given. Cao you 
now substitute the rest ot complete the grid? 


What’s in a Word? 


FAT 

( 

) 

PAW 

PRATE 

( 

) 

DREW 

BEAD 

( 

) 

SOLE 

1 

DOZE 

( 

) 

SPINE 

AMBER 

( 

) 

ALIVE 

COVE 

( 

) 

PANE 



Here are some words with brackets between them. 
Cen you fit e letter in the brackets which, by rfianging 
the beginning, will convert the words to the left and 
right of the brackets into other words. When conpleted. 
the letters you have inserted into the brackets will form 
a word rasding downwards. What is this word? 


Witsharpener 

The economics lectures had come to an end. When 
they finished, it was found that of the $0 boys end girls in 
the dess, each boy had filled four books of notes. Of the 
girls, who numbered more than the boys, half of them 
hed completed five books of notes while the other half 
had only finished three books eech. 

How many books of notes were filled in all? 
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TREASERS 


Blankagrams 


Mindbender 



Staniflg the top of the figure, look at the cluee 
given end fill in the blinks. All the words ere ene^remi 
of the preceding word, plus or minus e lettter. 

Cluei 

Specimen 

Ade<]uete 

Jump 

Tike in with the tongue 
Colourless 
Pirt of coet 
Shiping too) 


Shape Sleuth 



The pertem given can be folded into a box. Cao 
you, juat ^ lo^dni, work out which of the boxes gsvoa 
can bo made from the ptitera end whkh ooe 
taoDOtr 



Whet should go in the missing space? 


Solutions to last week’s Teasers: 
Mindbender: 



What's tn a Weed: Bananas stands for LOVE 

Wkat’i ta a Word (Page 77): Some possible words could 
be; EDUCATION, MILUONAIRE, PYRAMID. DURA¬ 
TION. MASSAGE 

Wanhagraeie; Gandhi, Hudson, Elisabethi Usha, Pearl, 
NeiL Helen 

Quick Thiak (Page 77): Tvro hundred and thirty 
MieaftMUak: 0» P, Q. The series contains letters from 
ctae alphabet which encloses space. 

Word Play: 



WItaharpener. 10—Stroke; S—Dip; ^Ploet; B—Dive. 
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Worid-class quality 
that 8 so easy 
to maintain 
—even at home! 



Precision 
\\ -engineered to 
\i save you trouble; 
ensure smooth 
performance 


SOMA^ 

METALS 

FnriNGS 


SOMA Specialities 

Attractive. ea$y*ghp handles in chromium 
— all interchangeable 

Choice of Elegant and Heavy-duty models 

Easy maintenance 
— at your fingertips 

Always keep a replacement cartridge 
handy — it s available wherever you buy 
fittings. Should your tap 
malfunction> simply unscrew the top, ease 
out the cartridge, slip in the refill and 
secure the top. 



SOMA PLUMBING 
PIXTUP68 UMITBD 


t4 

5 


A. 


Krom the makers o( 

TIT TIT® 

HINDUSTAN SANITARYWNRE 

} M CrOWPIKt. caconi TSOOO'. MdU 


nni 


Health 



The Importance of 
Good Hearing 

W e all know huw important good hearing is to our 
Life would be difficult jf we could not hear 
properly ^nd understand everything we heard. People 
who are deuf feel that they ere a burden: not only to 
themselves, but also to others. The situation becomes 
more coinplicai<'d as the detune of the loss of hearing 
increases. 

Until a few decades ago, ii was almost impossible to 
cure deafness. Today, however, with the aid of modern 
medicine and advanced technology, it is possible to do 
so. When the first sign.i i«f deafness are suspected, one 
should consult a speciaJist who. should the need arise, 
can refer the patient to an audiolorist for a detailed 
check up. The specialist will determi.ie; 

• Whether the patient realty has a hearing loss. If so, 
vdxii IS its degree? 

• Where is the problem? In the outer, middle or inner 

ear? 

a What can ba done about it? Can his impadiment ba 
curad through medicine, surgery or electronic hearing* 
aids? 

• If the patient needs a hearing-aid, what kind of 
hearing*aid will help him most? 
a How riiould (he hearing-aid be fitted? 
a How should (he heanng>aid be used to learn to listen, 
follow and express verbally? 

From (he anatomical point of view, the car is divided 
into three parts. These are the external ear, (he middle 
ear and the inner ear. Physiology sometimes prefers to 
divide (h« ear into a '‘conducting part" to which the 
excamal and the middle ear belong, and a ''perceiving 
part" comprising the inner ear, the auditory nerve and 
the brain centre. 

Any dysfunction of the external or middle ear in the 
presence of a normal inner ear is called a “ccnduccive 
type" of hearing impairment (oaracusfs wa/iisiV). Those 



J A diagfaia showjnn ilH Mractait the 
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HEALTH 



A cMId ufldtffoliit spMch ihrripy from • i p<r fci l i a 


sufferinf from such an ailmont speak in a relaiively low 
voice, making it difficult for others to hear them. Such 
people hear better in the presence of noise. The patients 
frequently complain of subjective head noises or rmni* 
rus, (hat may be localised in one ear, in both the ears, or 
may be unlxalised in the head. Many people who are 
herd of hearing experience tjnnjtus every hour of the 
day. It is one ol the most annoying features of itnpeireil 
hearing. In the case of conductive hearing loss, the 
tinnitus tends to be of a relatively low frequency. Such 
diseases can be cured, wholly or partially, by miMficine 
or surgery. In some cases where both medicine end 
surgery fell, hearing-aids can help. 

When the loss of hearing is due to something in the 
inner ear, or along the nerve pathway fjom (he inner ear 
(0 the brain stem, the loss is referred to as a ‘‘sensori* 
neural impairment." The patient speaks very loudly and 
often hears a constant hissing noise of high frequency. 
He may also have an abnormal perception of loudness: 
in other words, a slight increase in the sound pressure of 
a tone is construed as an abnormally large increase in 
loudness. This i» called "recruitment." Generally, a 
sensori-neural impairment causes some difficulty in 
understanding speech even if it is amplified. 

How does a hearing impairment become noticeable? 
At first, it is not noticeable at all. It starts slowly, almost 
imperceptibly: until an accident or an infection reveals 
it. Since no pain is felt, in many cases, the patient 
dismisses the initial symptoms from his mind; some¬ 
times. as stated earlier, the patient may blame the 
speaker for speaking incoberently 

Wben someone begins to speak indistinctly, swallows 
his words end changes the constancy of his speech 
volume, it means that his organs of control ere no longer 
in order, because he can't hear properly. He becomes 
tired quickly, stops paying attention and seems to lack 
concentration. 

Observation at a very young age can identify deafness 
in children. If there is delay in learning to speak in spite 
of normal physical development an^they do'noi respond 
le jsouuJ or speech like normal children, one should 
suspect a loss of hearing and consult a specialist. 

In many cases ailments of the middle ear and the inner 
ear occur together. An infection in the middle ear may 
be followed by en inflammation of the inner ear. In such 
' cases a specialist will decide whether a hearing aid or an 
j operation (or both) will be of use. 
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Headache ? 



The one solution 


ANACIN 

Trust its 

extra pain relieving power. 


Anacin contains more of the pain reliever 
doctors the world over recommend. 
Effective for the aches and pains of colds 
and flu, headache, toothache, backache 
and muscular pain. 


Trust only Anacin. 

New in a pie t e oll ve 
toll 



h 


strong anfl 
MANNl KS 

kHAC/V 


India’s No. 1. pain reliever. 


MMTMiUptW 


e( TM . QseWfsy w<rv>tr> a Ce. UO. 
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ANrTHg \ 
STOMACH 
^5 WORJ^ieP ) 


TMgNO^E 
VOtSu'T 
^ 61 L , 

svm^y 


eAR$ 

AIUIA^S 

50UNP 
OP TMP 
CAN 
OfCNU 


IP PKT ^ 

?CWt 

fA^ 

TUt k.'^T 
Of VOl. 
POH'T 
Move 


FHT 

6 eT 

NUN 6 AV 
100 'lOU 
KNOW 


JF SOn^RJ^LATC 
THCK)6N |T^5 7NE 
5TOMACMWhO&UPPER$ 


4 INATA 0 OUT' 
Toes’fPToes 
PON T wt 
TO65P0N'T . 
^ 66 li J 


7 tlHrER$TANr 
9UT MOW AM 
t K)iN6T0 
EXPLAIN IT 
TO TN£ / 
TROOP 5 7 y 


Built to run on. 

So you don't get run down. 


• HeavYdutyindustridlmodel 

• Sturdy motor tor long life 

• High air delivery 

• High suction power 

• Low norse level 

• Dynamically balanced blades 
e Optimum air displacement 
tnstaliaBajdjheavyduty Exhaust Fan. Ideal for 
factories, publicandcommeicial buildings. 


Exhaust Fans 


BUY BESl 
BUY BAJAJ 



















VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


T h« attack of gossip 
magatines against CuJ- 
aarcontinues unabated. 
But Guitar is not worried 
and he has turned a deaf 
ear to what the films jour* 
naiists write about him. 
The virulent attack 
against Guitar began with 
his decision to marry 
ftakhee. "This marriage 


can never Ust." declered 
the Bombay press, and re* 
joiced when what they had 
presaged for the couple 
came true. That was, 
however, not the end of 
Cuisar and Rakhee as far 
as the press was con¬ 
cerned. A spate of ''inves* 
tigaiive stories'' appeared 
on why the marriage did 


not last. Whv can't the 
press stop meddling in the 
private lives of people. 

Guise r,seeing the stories 
in the press, retorted: '‘I 
don't know why they (the 
filou press) are so worried 
about us.* Rakhee has, 
in her own words, just 
**stopped reading gossip 
magaiines.*' 



A fter the exit of Ami* 
rabh Bachchan from 
Hindi filmdom. M/rhun 
Chalrraboity is holding 
cemrestage. However, a 
kidn iy stone has been 
liutheringhim for quite 
some time now and rlus 
lanky lad from Bengal is 
yet tn Find time fur an 
operation. “If ht* goes to 
hospiiai a numl>er of his 
producers will go with 
him," a friend close to 
Milhun lomplained, 

M rfher/i Bhatt and 
Sooj Rardan have 
hit the headlines again. It 
all started when Mahesh 
was looking for a new face 
to play a key role in 
S»tir9ttsh. He saw many 
girls but fell for Soni: as 
the film progressed, the 
affair grew. In the face of 
criticism, Mahesh put up a 
sioic front; "I don't be* 
Iteve in hiding my 
woman," True, since some 
time back Mahesh openly 
boasted of his affair with 
Parveen Bahi But ail 
along there was one silent 
sufferer: Kiran. Mahesh's 
wife "Why should Kiran 
take things lying down 
She should fi^t back." 
is the general feeling in 
tinsel town, 

A philosophy graduate, 
FnVadar.shan is now 
the most sought after 
directnr in Malayalam 
cinemn His forte is 
humour and most of his 
films have been hits He 
also writes the story and 
the script of the film he is 
direct! n g tb us sav i ng pr<' 
ducers a lot of trouble. 


P rominent by her in¬ 
ability to act and by 
her generous exposure is 
Rani Fadmini who s i art ed 
as a child artiste. From a 
crying child she graduated 
to mini-skirts and now to 
bikinis. But producers 
offered her only third-rate 
roles Recently she got an 
opportunity to take a rule 
opposite Prem Nasir In 
Onyarthathuna^ppu which 
meana resurrection. Will it 
mark her resurrection too ? 
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(ikT'f’vrrv othr j mill 
Winihi^ Ti‘11 ns wi in'll ort hv 
iimIJ ijivi'vyi'u «*li ifiHst' 

S-nr-f's ()'r.s M.iii‘ii,ii', 

SlJl^rlrf^ Shjr|rrN|S Ci'i.li/rny* 

K<Mtlvin.Hh**Jmfs hiwdi i 
\)i’] f uMiik IriKvIiiiinijS U)i 
vrivi hwMint'n 

(n,f f.*iHji ihiKiM t,?vi ’iv 

kr KXvnr.isK'finnillu 
iMikiHifnil ro!iii' 

l^ii rlK^ni .irKlvnii'n 

ni Hill'll,41 kI wiiy ViirNl.irJ 
Mill, (ir.ir(4S(/f V.tiiM'sr, 
ill ' r K M wu If v nj wi mil (11 ill 
liinf>f Itrr* mill 

CTANIC€3ilE‘ 

SHlRfiNGS 

A fabric so beautifui 
you can't calf it by 
any other name' 
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‘Loyal” Bengal Hger? 






I'rNfiiiU Mukhrr|rv 


W !k V w u >* 1' I u n u h 
Kumar Mukhvrjo^, 
s*Ik» (lUidrHi in 

the R>iiva m*idt* 

111 \t\e Bvnjial 

i'CC(^^ It IS soiil thiit 
Miiklu*ri«*r hdd raised a 
hue and cry in party vir 
vU's all<r|;iri|; thai lit* wax 
Ik'iii^ i^noied hviause he 
Ji.id ii<>vn luyai uiilv ro Mrs 
iiultia (•aiidhi and did nor 
dfvnie .myume to oil the 
powet m.uhtiiex aioiiiid 


Rojiv Candhr So. th« 
loyalist, who wav try mu to 
masquerade as a rebel, 
was rewarded wiih the 
p<is( in ( aIciku In terms 
of importame. however. 
Mukherji't'X arth rival in 
state piiJiiics. A B. A (iha 
111 Khun CKoudhury Mill 
remains blither. Me is an 
all India Ksmeral vewretary 
id the panv. entrusted 
with the orcjnisatjonaj 
work in the stale ul UP. 


Aitin Nehru for UP? 


T he capital*! grapevine 
i$ rile with stories ab 
out chief ministerial 
changes in Lucknow. The 
present UP chie( minister, 
Karayan Dutt Tiwari. who 
was sent from the centre 
un the ev*' of the laik 
Sabha polls to revamp the 
party's image, is being tip¬ 
ped for the prestigious 
post of India's hiph com¬ 
missioner in Londojt The 
povt has been vacant for 
five months, since the last 
incumbent, PrakasU 
Mehrotra, resigned. 
Tiwari may nut be too will> 
ing to go on a foreign 
assignment, but if he ts 
offered the job he may not 
be able to refuse. Reason; 
the high command's 
choice of his successor in 
Lucknow may be the 
heavyweight politician. 
Arun Nehru, the minister 
of state for power in New 
Delhi, Arun Nehru seems 
to have made a comeback 
in the good books uf Rajiv 
Candhi While he has lost 
out in the race to Arun 
Singh m the game of being 



Arirn Nvhri' 

close to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. be may be rewarded 
by being sent to Lucknow. 
As a minister, Arun Nehru 
has become popular with 
the officers in his depart¬ 
ment. He has started hold¬ 
ing monihlv meetings with 
nil officers and has 
been trying to memorise 
the officers' names. These 
practices can go a long 
way in ensuring ministe¬ 
rial efficiency. 


The Ihird ”P” i Nomination Blues 


R <i|iy (iUndhi had laun¬ 
ched his reign wiih 
ihri*c 11’?s around him 
first cnunci! uf miniv- 
101 *% comprised P V Nara- 
Minha R.iu, P. K Mukher* 
JVC and P Shiv SIianker 
Rd.i IS still in the cabinet; 
Mukherjee has only re¬ 
cently been rehabilitated 
But what IS the fate uf Shiv 
Shanker^ As he lost the 
elections in Andhra 
Pradesh, he could not im¬ 
mediately get a berth at 
ihe centre. He is presently 
being tipped for a number 
of p05<&, tanging from the 
umbasvadorship in Mos* 
cow to the chairmanship of 
.the Press Council of Indrm. 
{jJuMiLeA N. Grover, the 
Press Council chairman is 
TO retire this year) Shiv 
Shanker being a former 
High Court judge, may be 
considered as Grover's 
successor, if berier things 
do not happen to him in 
the meantime. 


D id you know that a 
person has been tbe 
deputy chief minister of 
Maharashtra by being a 
Governor's nominee in the 
LegisJarive Council? Tlus 



ViuMdada Paul 


fact would not have stood 
out. but for tne con¬ 
troversy regarding the 
nomination ^ five MLCs 
in the state, due to which 
the chief minister. Vasant- 
dada Patil. is facing rough 
weather from the powers 
that be in Delhi. Dada is 
opposed to the nomination 
of N. M. Tirpude {a former 
deputy chi^ minister) and 
Praiibha Paul (both are 
chief ministerial aspir¬ 
ants). He had come to De¬ 
lhi with a list of f*ve 
names. The li >i was dismis¬ 
sed summarily. The raw 
deal which Dada got in 
Delhi did not stop with the 
rejection of bis list. He 
was not granted an 
appointmaiu with the 
Prime Minister either 
With powerful central 
ministers lUte S. B. Cha- 
van. Vasani Sathe and V. 
N. Cadgil working against 
him. the Maharashtra CM 
u having a tough time 


Temporary CM? 

W hile the chief minis¬ 
ter at Lucknow is un¬ 
certain about his tenure, 
his counterpart in Bhopal, 
Motilal Vora. recently 
sought assurance from the 
high command about his 
"permanency." Both the 
powerful lobbies in the 
Madhya Pradesh Congres- 
8(1), led by Vidya Charan 
Shukla and Arjun Singh 
respectively, had been 
spreading stories about 
the temporary nature uf 
Vora’8 appointment. 
According to the Shukla 
camp, their leader would 
ulcimately take over tbe 
reins at Bhopal after a cou¬ 
ple of months. Tbe Arjun 
Singh camp, which has as 
its chief patron Ihe 
MPCC(I) president, Digvi- 
jay Sin^, his been prop¬ 
agating that Arjun Sin^ 
would return as the minis- 
tar after the Punjab tangle 
IS ’’solvedr 
O. B. .wriawaSMi 
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soft txxiav 



Skytu)^ bringh the Soft HcvuKiUc»ii 
[ndia. VIFs exdtingn^w range of mHoti 
•gage 18 the ulUnuUc in travelling »tyk 
d vomibn. Fabhioned ftvm strong, leur* 
klstaittnyion. Skyhags are tight'weight, 
imy, beauUftiUy funetJoruJ anti 
ituiUoiuliy Unigb. Sotwforc yiHi 
XT next deaUnatJon, pick your Sl^biiga 
and youH be off kj a flying Htart! 
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Vital statistics on fashions 
to reveal who has the right designs! 
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SummerSjw^AfKl the campus is 
The [Hatx iha $ into bshion shcm-bir ** 

Thesuntsbrij^iSodieeyeprepares— 

Qrls ga (j?)oggb and guy 5 gli^ 

Look what the latest hi-^ion s revealing: 
SiretchaUe jeans! Sc tight and a pedir^' 

Baggio and and anything goes 

When ^ions change, you run out oTclot^ 

Oneday in the midst of this cc^rful scene, 

A guy a his g^, his feidters did preen 
His U)ets ydled 'Phoren' She w*asn'i impressed 
'Cd2 she's into 'Ethnic' and he never guessed! 

He tried ewrything, from 'punk' to pleats, 

But his wolf whistb turned to sheepish bleas 
When she igniKvd him, preferring tu sit i 
fbflxHirsaiL^Liilors,ha^arK’ ^ 

And so. he figured, he'd try a new s()ie 
He had his designs, svJ so without guile, 

He offered hn Ttngker, thdr common passicHi 
Beouse, 9)od taste, never goes ots of 
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* AniAc«llrna>ow«Q 
r« muitt no t*Mi anc- <« 
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PJtlS 


Ger the taste that Tinges! 
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AICC(I): The Mood After 100 Years 





} 


% 


* y 

X 












'if/, 






f * 










4 V 


• \ 


y. 










I 






: ?■ ■ ■ 

• • 4 

r..-' 


V^. 


I 


'W. 


.W 




1*. 


>r^i? 




...well just look at him! 
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Ins'as imbclic\*ahlc! 

The life less w.il Is were 

transformed before m\'eves. 

Kile Lilac .InIia Green. 

I had 44 shades tu ^ive m> 

walls. And li was so easv 

• 

to clean. 

'■'X’hat was more 
unbelievable wa-s the way it 
changed my husband. 
Whipping up breakfasr. 
Hutting up new posters. He 
Lsa new' man!" 

That's (he magic of 
Superlac. An extraordinary 
wallpaint. Made by 
one of the 
leading paint 
companies in 


the country today. Shalimar 
PainLs. 

Tiy Superlac. 

And just watch your world 
change! 


SUPERLAC 

Acrylic Plastic £mulaion 
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Shalimar Paint 

iA&ll time favourites 





Some times are 
Safari times! 











Silver Pius. By Enfield. 

You li never sellie for mere inopeds. 

Noi an^more. 


















Ptus it o ctai*}' btke Al 
^ ^ Mtp^b t m 

tnHv glod / ttiti If " 


Sup^ pifk up Zooms iH and 
out 0/Caftvmi in/fie Roaches 


me M rime. 


Mr Dva TfltAjta 

Ckomtsi, CakMiia 


7 wanitd a vehicle t ilh fhe 
lo4fk of a mohike U s Sdver 
Pius wHh German tecknokig^' 

MrSM«cp«| 

Prafeaor. UT Deihi 


MfT Bam Prl^a 

Studenl hf^ras 


'h has a van east kick mart ^ 
f.ven mi dot/gA/^r 

rrtfl won N 

M/KDsbMv 

Pune 


SILVER PLUS 


mmvxaiJLith 

Join the club of thrilled ownen 













Ycxk cctnccdl >Ik linnHiire in vuui drauAni) i«aim 

&(• why 'hi (t HI yiRji Utlli'<H>rn^ 

By vtmior^aiv m c<iii>ui» (hj* nip> 9 (* b«ii« 

yi)ui wnlH. ^shj aro conriMbig i^v*w Ivdiily 

ai>d anv.iJ 

Now yiH) Ki*'C thi' lit*)"*** iitsin^ MUiKwywkUi* ih.ii 
i'MitijsiK IsmuiiIuHv Miih V"vr U4)U» 

C^a ittnu's hi V (itafv«‘lrni> ^hculvs, 

in yn<ii hothrnmi crurHlliLHkH%9 

CiMTihnuirKina 


Madhusudan Ceramics 
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VIT K I 


Nyro t>nlui 

R(iad 

AhirvHvIdtW M) W1 
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D ue to «i Ujit-mj nu l v switch 
in The cover story, 

M J.Akbor's report from 
Sind has been held 
over. 

CQVCR STORYje 

Th* Stftt’t R*v#ni« 

First it wtfH (he assessinetion 
of Mrs Indira Cendhi end 
now the ‘'treniislor bomb" 
etteck* ell over north India, 
tn 48 horrifying hours. Sikh * 
terrorists kilted 80 innocent 
people and injured many 
more in Delhi end the 
neighbouring scares of 
Harvene. I’tier Prddoshend 
Rajasthan using a novel 
drvicc: the “transistor 
homb,"8i Nu*v 
corrvspondvnis report on 
(he violence unleashed by 
the extremists again. 

SPrCIAL REPORT 32 

; AICCiniT 1 >«MoodAft«r 

' 100 Ymt* 

Sankarshan Thakur reports 
on the two-dey AlCCd) 
session in New Delhi, which 
merked the beginning of the 
Coolness cente nary 
releMationi. Pagon 


PUNCHLINE/Kurrv 




INVI Sl l(iATlON48 

Horola'i KiKor Schoola 

Thr MJKtde ill Kamani 
Mcnoh. mother uf Vanduru, 
«t cldh^ iX ciudeni of 
rrivdiidriim(!urmel 
i'unvent Uii K H igii Ki IhkiI. 
Ml pr(>t<->i ngdiiisi 
’'inienijunalivnoi 
pcoinuiiriK he I d*iugliier'* 
since ^hc lufusod to pay 
diMietionkliasexj'ovud the 
rnurky de<kiiii|j\ ol the 

C riviile xchooK m hciaU 

iiKKi John inveshgale». 
SPhClAI. Kl.POR f 51 

EskscAtlon Rulrw Morit kn 

User 

1he n»aii iculeiioh and 
in lei mod ieto v s u ni i n u i ions 
m Bihar this yeei weiv 
absurd as ever: handwritten 
((UvstJOii pa pel s that had 
leaked out 

found ihcit way to the 
markei What m wrong with 
edvrai in iii Bihat f Nirtnal 
Miira hndsout. 

oriff K 

DEPARrMLNTS 
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Editor WJ Mba' 
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CIm^ af IMhI' 

nniK>»«i C**r«tp«#Niam. Oelhl. 
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aiMM iA< mmhm w Manat Otir rmt ii> 
ave«Ki>'W*laM<>e*iiSsrrt»uM Simr 
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JJAX£IlUNfi / M.J.AkiJor 


Bhit Shah, Sind, Pakistan: Let me • 
tell you a story I heard from iakirs. | 
sitting under the scars, the eicrara :n | 
one hand, the kartti in the other, 
abandon in their eyes, their saiiron 
robes quietly luminous in the dark of 
the night, a ereneoval moon lighting 
up the mango trees, a pond dense 
with lotus to my right and a little 
ahead the peaceful power uf the 
shrine of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai, 
one of the greatest sufi mystic-poets 
the world has known. This is the love 
story of Mumal and Rano; it was put 
into song by Shah Latif, and captui cd 
the heart and imagination ot every 
Sindhi generation since the master 
sang it in the seventeenth century 
But first, repeat this line, and sing its 
cadence, in an undulatiiit; lilt: , 
Jeewey, jtfvwey tu. sada Jvvwvy fu 

Mumal was the most beautiful of 
the nine daughters uf Haja Nond ' 
One day. while hunting, Raju Naiid 
gave chase to a bear. When they 
reached the river, the Raja thought 
he had his quarry, but the bear 
stepped into the river and the water 
miraculously dried up fur the bear to 
cross. When at last the bear was 
caught and killed. Raja Nand divcih 
veied that the magic lay in the tusks 
And frum chat day hv secretly stored 
his treasure in the bed of the river, 
using the tusks to dry the nver 
whenever he wanted to visit his hid¬ 
den treasury. 

No one else knew the value uf the 
tusks. One day a beggar came to the 
palace dour and pleaded fot a gift of 
these bear tusks. Mumal. unaware of 
their worth, gave them away Raja 
Nand was furious. In his anger he 
threatened to kill Mumal. She prom 
ised (0 make up for his lost wealth 

With the help of her sister Sumal 
and her maidservant Natar, Mumal 
learnt their art of sorcery. She built a 
labyrinth with an exquisite palace in 
the centre, surrounded by a river of 
red water, Kak, and guarded by four 
ferocious lions. Prom this palace, the 
beautiful Mumal bewitched the 
world. Kings and nobles, hearing of 
her beauty and this fabulous palace, 
came one after another to win Mum¬ 
al. Each one of them lost his way in 
the maze, and was destroyed by 
Munal who seized their riches to 
repay her father. 

Rana Hamir Sumro, the Sodha Ra¬ 
jput ruler of Umarkot, was out oo a 
hunt one day when he met a fakir in a 
desert, Sami, and heard the cntranc 
ing story of Mumal. The Rani and his 
three vatin, among them Reno, 
could not resist the lure of Kak They 
were received and enterteined by 
Neter, who then set (he trap. Each 


* / . 1 . 


was taken iv ihe labyrinth by Naiar. 
who then slipped away so ihac (hey 
tuo would get lost If was with diffi¬ 
culty that ihe Kana und his compan¬ 
ions re(umi*d lu safety. Only Kano 
managed u gci past thu crap, he had 
an advantage—lie was squint and 
&UW Na(ar slipping away. He fnl 
lowed the p,iih vhv hjd taken and 
reachvtl Mumal He wa s as h andsi«mu 
as she was Ivautiful. Dvuiwhelmed 
by his beauty and his intulligence 
Mumal fell deeply in lose with Kano. 
They ^jwnt the nighi in each oiherN 
arms before Haiio rejoined Kana 
Hamir in ihe iiiorning and chuv lefi 
for Umarkoi, i-i);liiy miU’S awav 

The power of Uive destroyed dis- 
lanru; noihing could keep Kano away 
from Mumal bach night he ULud on 
his fasiesi «,tniel lu meet Mumal 
beyond ihc K,«k Kano’s wounded 
wiic and aiuu^ lathui jiersuadud 
Kana Haiiui m iinpris<Mi him so that 
he might Ih* kepi awav from Mumal, 
but Kano was released at the enirea 
ty of his »istei who was also Hamir's 
wife Ranu's father then killed the 
fast camel, but Ratio broke in ihe 
earners child and luntinued hi^ visits 
to Mumal 

Now Kano’s wife and father turned 
u the sorceress Sumal io destroy this 
love Sumal made Rano lose his way 
one nighi. and he had lu ask a shepherd 
fur directions The shepheid showed 
him the path—and ihen added, as 
taught by Sumal. that Mumal had 
taken un another Inver, Siial. Mumal 


...And they were also 
singing of Sind. Mumal 
was Sind, and Rano the 
dream: and one day 
when the snares that had 
been placed by 
sorcerers around Sind 
would be overcome, this 
unique land of love, 
unity, song and poetry 
would embrace its 
dream. Jeewey,jeewey 
tu; sada jeewey tu. 


I was asleep by ihe time a distuibvd 
Rano could reach lu e l>edi ooin, .Sum- 
al in the meantime had put on the 
garb of a man and Uiin l>rsjdf )ier 
sifter An eni.igcd Ratio wotild have 
j killed hoth ol them, but .if ihc last 
j momer.i his great love loi Murriol 
j prevented him troiu xioleiue. In 
I stead he left his weapon liv li<'i hei! 

I and went aw.iy, hearTbinkeii. 

Mumal learnt o 1 ihe evil tnik the 
next motning She sc in messenger 
I after messeiipci. hut Kano wouhf tioi 
' Wlieve her anymnie l)es|>ii she 
I disguised hei H'd .is .< ,irul untie 
I to visit Kan<i Hinv ioiilcl mere <fis 
^ guise fuol a man who had loit'd so 
urdenrlv'* Rano s,hn ihM)iii:h ihe 
I appearance hni no maitci Ii<»h much 
I Muni.il pleaded U.iiKr uould fioi he 
moved Muouil lo i n.ui ish heMind 
Loinrol turn ran , .1 |<%:e to ^ooiitiii 

sail accordiiiii lt» hi 1 Ij^tdu mstoiu 
toi her Kano had do d When Kano 
learnt that Mumal w,is endinj; her 
life, he suddenly ie,ihsi*d his ctiot* 
mous mistake. Mi rushed 10 (hal 
pyre, where the flainev had begun te 
envelop Mumal He cried out for hei. 
but it was ton late Theie was nothing 
el»« to do. Rano walked inio ihv 
flames tn Mumal ami they boih died 
iti a last umhiasc 

jeenvy til, sad.i /eenevm 
Live, Rano and Mumal, live always 
with us. 

' f akir Alhaii. wnh hiv thick curling 
I beard and pasMun-deep eyes, lu^i »u 
perb vuice tluating intii the an and 
I travelling buck centuries even as it 
! pierced furth the fuiuie, sang of 
Rano during that woiuhous tughi at 
ihe village of Rim Shah. And 1 .ikii 
Hhafuoc, with his Je.oi, shaven lace 
. and arms flung 0|>«n i<> embrace the 
sky, his head bobhing in rhythm with 
hsN dancing feel ’t hey sang uf Mumal 
I the lover, the lareker o| the Divine; u| 

' the Divine Ranu; ul Kak, the symbol 
of (his world’s lures, of the enticing 
snares of sorcery, ol the iMrrjcc' oi 
the mind, they sang of the lamp that 
burns through the mght m wait lor 
the beloved: of luiigjng. ot cmhr.ice. 
uf the heads' power of a uutuu that 
consumes all ihe senses, of distance, 
uf separation, of tiiat strange, insati¬ 
able hunger for reunion wiih the 
Divine; of error and repentance, and 
of the final passion in which hfe 
itself becomes 11 relev am. And they 
were Ai>u singing of Sind Mumal was 
Sind, and Rano the dream; and one 
day when the snares that had been 
placed by sorcerers around Sind 
wuuld be overcome, this unique land 
of love, unity, song and poetry would 
embrace its dream. 

Jeewey. jeewey tu, sada jt'ewey tu. 
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il UNBREAKABLE 
PENCIL 


The extraordinary pencil 
that lasts as Ions as A 


two ordinary pencils. 


Camlln unbreakable perxils Hishty 
compressed kad and caiefuity seasoned 
wood bonded together by a special 
process perfected only by Camlln. 

So the point never breaks, Whife 
sharpening, or in normal use. That's why 
Camlin unbreakable pencils last longer — 
twice as long as ordinary pencrls. Nine 
attractive designs to choose from. 


camlin 

Makers of India's first unbreakable pencil. 
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PencM Dtviuon, Ca:T;hr 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwan i Sin( ii T 


Night of the Full 
Moon 

W e &aT un the balcimy of ;i ss3\y I 
urban viIIh waiting lot the sun 
tu set. Its pale rays enveloped the 
turret of the revolving restaurant of 
the Asiail village and then leleased it 
into a grey twilight. A light weni up 
in the reataurani. A plane erncrged { 
from the easieni huiUun with red 
lights twinkling un its ikose and tail 
and gradually diiappeared behind a 
block of apartments A few minuies 
Jatar came another plane followed bv 
yei another like large birds silently I 
winging theii way to roost tit Palam . 
fur the Jiight. The gathering gliHim of ' 
dusk demanded sileriee and contvm 
plat ion. She broke the spell: "What 
are theM* truea that have just come 
iiilu flowei' You know iheve golden* 
ycliow bh'Sdom^ whKii bang like 
chaiid^'lirrs? They aie heauiifuk” 
shv asked 

'Xaburnumv/' 1 replied "This tune 
of the year when the sun is at its ^ 
hottest, nature paints itself in the * 
fieriest uf colours; the biasing reds of [ 
the Culmohor and mohvn-guld lava • 
i/f (he Amaita*. <iUie ai ihem. don’t 
talk al'uut them.'* 

She did not like being snubbed. 
"Why do you Juad your head with I 
iiaine» uf trees. fJuweis. birds, in ' 
sevu? JuM tu show off. I Iwt. *A thing ! 
of beamy is beautiful without having 
to have a name a&signed to it'" 
’’Indeed! h'or you a crow and a kuel 
are just black birds The Indians' ' 
total blindness la the phenomenon of 
nature is appalUng How can you love 
anything or anyone without knowirg; 
then luiiie^" ! 

She lelapspa nuu a sullen silence. 

A full moon caniw up avet the avenue ! 
of Sitpijpanu tiees and bathed the ' 
balcuny hi a milkv white mist li vv«s i 
my turn to break the rapture I I 
quoted loudly: * 

How sweet the moonlight sleeps 
upon the bank! 

Here will we sit, and let the 
sounds of music 

Creep in iiui ears* soft stilliif^ 
and the mglii 

Become she touches of sweet har¬ 
mony. I 

She retaliated by putting the { 
Moonlight d'nnara on her cape* : 
recorder. "Aren’t you happy just gaz* 1 
ing at the full moon?" I asked. ^It U 
Buddha Pournima.'* \ 

She looked up at the moon and 
remarked: "So it is. Can you see the 
shadow of the eclipse craepingover 
it?” 

A wall of misunderstanding de> 
aeended between ui. "Let us have a 
>1 drttk ” I said. "Thau 1 must gat 

IW' 



Sun Struck 

M V query about the ^eniingJy 
eccentric behaviour of the sun 
did not evoke any response from aiiv 
of our observatories (perhaps they do 
not know the answer) nor any astro* 
numer What I wanted (o know is why 
when the days lengthen or shurten 
they do not do with both sunrises 
and sunH'is becoming earlier or later 
by exactly the same number uf 
seconds or minutes^ Apparently (he 
phenomenon had foxed N.B. Hankin 
of the British I ugh CommisMun, He 
has sent me «»hat appears to be (he 
righ( answer 

The longesi day? 21 June of course, 
f'T it used to be at school. But have 
they mucked ii about since? Sunrise 
on (he 2Jst was at 0524. but as far 
back as 3rd June it was a full minute 
earlier. All very puzzling. From the 
Kjshtriya Panchang. the official In* 
dian calendar. 1 learned that siinrivr 
here at its earliest is static at 0321 
hours 1ST during the 16 days fruin J 
to 19 June. Bui the sun does not set at 
its latest, 192i hours, until the period 
26 June lo 6 July, by which lost date 
sunrise has advanced wanterwards to 
0529 hours. 

On each of the ten days froo; 17 to 
26 June we can enjoy 13 hours and SB 
minwivs of sunlight. Of this pi^rioJ. 
we must a&sume ihai the metlian day 
is marginally the luiigesi and this 
turns out tobethe2ls(. thus confirm, 
iiig tlie rul e so tltey cvuld count, 
those old boys. 

Also on the 21st, the sun reaches 
its northeni linit of travel directly 
overhead cm rha earth’s surface for a 
few minutes at local mid*day. thus 
positioning the Tropic of Cancer in 
India on ■ latitude just north of 
Bhopak some 360 miles south of 
Delhi. There are a ourtiber of reasons 
why the day is not tidily and equally 
disposed aacb side of noon. One is 


(hat 1ST i'*>i'*t irii«* nuii hi cuei iditMuii . 
lime for (hv Umgiiudt* oi !>i*lhi il< t' i 
actually "moan" ui <ivoi<i>^l* su*\ 'ciih 
lar K2 .U) 1). .i iKiiiti vrfiiin )iiu* s.niu* i 
14 inileskWeM ot V'ai <<iiaM. r(*|M(’**« in 
< lllg H pCMXinUlh* “TinU' niKlcDi*' nl ; 
India Mi*aii MiiiiMai'muldav in ll«'Un I 
<s 1221 hours ISI ) AiUMher icasun : 
loli(»ws lioin tlu* us(> i>l ihi' woid 
"rm'an'* l^icul inm* iionii i.s an avt'r ' 
ogt* tiiiU'. from whu li iIk* .n inal mn . 
meiit o| ihc sun's dailv /oniih *'an ^ 
vary tioin nnniili lo tiinnih by as 
mui.h as plus or iitinus 16 mnii>tv> 

, Yet anniher is ilir atmtispheiic re 
fruciinn of Jii^hi so ih.ii when vuu 
rhink vou aio scniii; ihv tnui mo* 
munis nl snnsol, ihv fopiiiusi tim of 
tilt' sun has aln .niv i;«/n< i<aai(i ihe 
Im'IiH. alxnn <'.• niiiiuics cailivr in 
! lai tandis loiinnusiij .u> bolowlhi* 

1 lunuoii 

Mango Fever 

I I Ikis hiokcii oul in oindoiiiM Imm 
ail uvi*j liu couuliv As usuji it 
lirci minufested irsoU in Driividisriiii 
and uaveliod in t«i the Konk* 

an. What delavs its spivad is tluit 
souihein Indian mnugin's ihough 
^ pnmpkni*sivi*(j .inii luay an* vtlhout 
iharui.u*r, and flu* riiuili \'annit'd 
Alfonso 11 oil) Mahanishua >is oitih 
mil and as okpoiisivo as IK mu in 
B<nikh.iv. lutii'Osliu' |K'i ino^'i* li is | 
only whriioivhai ds ni ITtai Pradvsh ' 
l>egin to vivid ilivn harvest ihai 
mangn fevoi is in lull swing A nevs’ 
variety nioic dehcnnis in lasio and 
I texture than the last comes m ilie 
market evtrv m*ek* Handhon, 

I <la. Saloda. .Saiiai.nipuri, l>ussi'hi'i, 
Malda Samai Bahislii. Katjul And ' 

' Mi u guvs till iht'vnd o< the mnnsoon ' 
Many |Hiets h.*,i inaisi'd nnoigo as ! 

, the king of Iruns M\ l.ivnniiit' is 
, Akbai lUhabadi r lg4iv-iSii i lie 
was a lawyvi, a sessions judge, a { 
friend of Sir.SyeJ Ahmed, fuundci of ' 
the Ahgarh Muslim tTnversity and 
ihe wiiiiesi of Liidu poils. all jolkd | 
in one I pioducv a rough iransiaiton i 
of his hankvinig I<m his lavouiiie ; 
fnui: j 

No news 1 ;ii c d inn niesvigi s tnnn 
ntN Ik’Iuvi <1 liuiid. 

I nils oon il von mnsi. niaiignes 
you mav send 

Some 1 «.ni e>n at onve. ullieis 
when 1 may. 

If iweniv .irv ripe, leri Til keep for 
atmiher dav 

I Your slave's address ynu know; it 
IS the same 

Send chum directly tu Allahabad I 
in my name, 

Bur pray do not writa to «ay and 
be so rash 

'‘Letter received; first let me have 
the cash." 














■■■ afi 

1 ..HHH 


■PP_«•' « 


The tourist lodge has 76 beds in 38 double - bedded rooms 
deluding 11 airconditioned. Besides, there are facilities like 
Conference Hall. Airconditioned Bar, Restaurant etc. Located at Hilt 
cart Road in the heart of Slligurl town. Within easy reach of 
rajfway station and bus stand. The tourist lodge is only about 
/ km from Bagdogra Airport. 


For further informetfon and booWngs, prease cor^fecl— 

TOURIST BUREAU 

3/2,B.B.O. a»9 tan i, Nthru M. H^ll Can fW. A/2. Sl»ie E>npo.;a Ka.Im Mansion 

CilCiflli'1 SiliOun dat»< Xn^fak Singti Marg Anna S«lai 

PrwM : 23-8271 Phont: 20W Phone : 21632 Mew DelhMiQOOl ^hone 3«377» Madrat 600002 Phone;fl7et2 


PmrvaiK)i> 6 orKc»-vVe$t Bengal Tourism Oevelopmeni Corporstior) Ltd 

3/2 86 0 a»9h r£ast) Calculi**700001 Telephone: 23 6917/23 6166 


iPe/icA/ftt/ds_ Govornmont of West Bengal 








EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Ttie Gujarat 
police believed 
they ware on the 
tide otthe 
government and 
that they would 
come to no harm 
if they acted 
against people 
on the “opposite 
side.” And they 
seem to be right; 
there has been 
no condemnation 
by the 

authorities of 
what the police 
did. 


Why the Police Ran Amok 


T he Ahmedabad peine icmirvl room 
had lived up lo its name: on 21 April 
it ensured that the various units of 
the force spread out over the city 
J moved into action, concertedly not lo check 
: crime but to commit it. Apparently messages 
to and from the control room are either 
taped or can be taped And umieone did 
cape them chat day, for I heard them. On the 
tape there appear^ to be only one police- 
man’s voice. 

The relevant portion befuns with the in¬ 
formation that a certain head constable had 
been killed in the Rajput area and tlUi Rs 
one lakh had been ’’sanctioned'* (as relief to 
the bereaved femily). ITtere is a Iona pause 
and disturbance after that; then the mes¬ 
sages! sent out to all units, insiructing 
policemen to assemble at the Asiodia police 
giation' The voice (hen exhorts them to 
proceed from (here to the office of Cu^arat 
Same char, which had been critical of the 
police. I checked with the police authorities 
in Ahmedabad if such a message could have 
emanated from the control room without the 
knowledge uf senior officers. They showed 
me how by pressing a button on the mic- 
roplione, the channel to officers could he 
blocked. Perhaps that was what had hap¬ 
pened when Che Ahmedabad police revolt^ 
(the state governmenr characterises the re 
volt as a "commotion’*) between noon and 9 
pm on 12 April and the entire government 
machinery came to a hah. 

Following the message, half the city's 
3.000-sirong force assembled in front of (he 
Astodia police station, most of them in 
plainclothes. The police union leaders (Cu. 

; jarat is next to Bihar in ternis of the number 
I of police unions in a statei addressed the 
^ assembled policemen A Times of imfia car 
I passing through that area was attacked by 
I the policemen; its glass panes were broken 
I and a reporter inside the car was injured. At 
V.S. Ha«pit.il, where the body of the head 
constable was brou^t for postmonem, a 
large number of policemen had gathered. 
Some journali.sts present there were beaten 
up. Opposite V.S. Hospital is the town hall, 
where nearly 30 women, some uf them from 
rich families, were on a une-day fast in 
protest against the "atrocities" cooicnitied 
by police in Khadia, in the heart of (he city, a 
few days earlier. These women were beaten 
up: Scooters and olcycles in the area vrere 
burnt and (he passing cars were senashed. 

At the nearby M.J. Library a municipal 
Matador van driver was asked to carry a 
number of policemen, aJJ in plainclothes, to 
the Gujont Saorjchar office. Hiey set the 
building on fire, going about their job quite 
methodically, as if the entire operation was 
pre-planned. Fire brigade men were rmt 
allowed to extinguish the fire until the press 
was gutted. The office of the tVetrem Tunes, 


i an English daily, housed itn the same build- 
I ing wuA uJm burnt The policemen (hen went 
10 (he Jadiitn Express building on Mirsapur 
Road and shouted that the paper would 
meet the same fate as (,'uyarar Stunachar. 
However, here the policemen met with re¬ 
sistance. buth Hindus and Muslims in the 
area fought. Then the croups arrived. 

How do the top brass of the Gujarat police 
explain the police revolt? The force was 
exhausted; they had to be on their toes since 
» Mrs Gandhi's assassination in October last 
i year. There had also been criticism of their 
1 conduct and when one of their men was 
killed, they had lost control over themselves 
Hence the unruly behaviour 

There may be some truUi in this version. 
But it still does not justify what the police 
did However sensitive they might have 
become to what they felt was unfair critic¬ 
ism, and however much they might have 
come to live in a world of their own, having 
lose touch with the public, they should have 
known that the murder of the head const- | 
able was the act of an individual—not even a 
mob. Why then did they attack members of 
the public in such a way? 

Whether it was police commissioner Jha’s i 
ultimatum that he would ask for another 
posting nr the threat that the army would 
* take over that brought the policemen back 
t<i sanity, it is clear that the policemen are 
: sure that no action will be taken against 
' them The Gujarat police believed they were 
on the side of the government and that they 
would come to no harm if they acted against 
people on the "opposite side " And they 
seem to be right; there has been no conde¬ 
mnation by the authorities of what ihe 
, police did; not one policeman had been 
questioned about the jiuidenis, let alone be 
' suspended. 

l^e question now iv how to retrieve the 
] force; how to keep ic insulated from the 
j pressures of competing ideologies and poli- 
lical battles between the ruling and oppost 
lion parties Perhaps the answer lies in the 
concluding lines of an Intelligence Bureau 
. note on the police's morale: “The police 
forces in the states and at the centre require 
more detailed attention. The tendency to 
gloss over problems and particularly the 
more complex ones, has to be overcome. 
Viable solutions in keeping with the prevail¬ 
ing social and political ethos need to be 
devised if the machinery and framework of 
policing in this ccuniry has to be main- 
tairird," 

However, for what happened recently in 
Gujarat it would be hard not to condemn the 
whole police force. We should recognise the 
fact that politicians are more culpable than 
the policemen. They heve tried to use them 
i to serve either their own selfish ends or the 
I interests of their perries. 





OPINION 



Democracy Denied 

T he cove I >lory »r> ihe p<»lil)Cdl 
unreal tn Kdshintr wus informa¬ 
tive and IhouKhrfut (OuiKiws and 
in-Uwf-. 2d April—4 Mayi Shjbhab- 
raia Bhuiuchar.va fiiMl raided <1 
neni MUt^stiun: Will Kashmir bvrn? 
The evil desiMRs ot the Cungrvssil) 
have riuiied the economy of the 
^tate. The Con^esiid)’.^ original plan 
was lo spill the National ConfererKC 
and c<inii' to power. But the people ol 
the slate have foiled such attempts 
hy votinfi ou.s.ve fur Karocxi Ahdul 
lah in the Iasi parliamentary elec 
tions and \ am sure lhai if Assembly 
elections are umitiunced. G.M. Shah 
and his party will he wiped out. Ha>iv 
(jaiirihi should honour the people’s 
verdicl 

I B iiidhihari Mi>hru. RourMa 

I 

* Khuhhahrata Bhactacharya ex¬ 
posed the double dealinfts of tbe 
ConsressHi. The author rightly 
pointed out that in secular India, 
religion »huu|d be separated from 
polincs 

Mansixu Ahniwd. CakufU 

• Thv present poUttcal climate in 
Kashmir might provoke anti-social 
and anti national elements to take 
the upper hand. The government 
should take emergent steps to res¬ 
tore siabihly in the sensitive state. 
Tushar Chakrabony, Haldtb^n (W9; 

• Parooq Abdullah » (|uite justified 
in starting a movement to persuade 
the central government to dismiss 
the government of G.M. Shah. The 
people of Kashmir have been forced 
10 take to the streets since the cecure 
is denying democratic rights to the 
peuple of the Mate Farooq Abdullah 
had demonstrated on more than one 
occasion that he is the unquestioned 
leader of ihe Valley, yet the Congres* 
s(]) has propped up the government 
of G.M. Shah. Punjab. Assam and : 
Gujarat are burning. Is h Kashmir's 
(ime to explode? 

Prabodb Covind, Sew Delhi 

• When political expediency is 
placed above propriety, then the re¬ 
sentment m Kashmir must be ex* 
pected to take its course. 

Rashmee Roshan LaJI, Meervt 

a G. M. Shah's days are numbered 
and he should quit in an honourable 
way. Farooq Abdullah represents the 
aspirations of the people of Kashmir 
and it IS only fair that he should be 
restored as the CM of the state. The 
Machiavellian tactics of tbe centre 
have been exposed. 

Arvinder dingh Walia, Calcutta 



T he CIvistered Passion of Radha 
and Krishna (21—27 April! was a 
delightful diversion from hackneyed 
politics. The atmosphere evoked m 
the article, punctuated with lyncii. 
was indeed a treat 
Ahndam Sen, Karimganj rAssam; 

• The article surpasses all limits of 
norality. Such pieces where adul¬ 
tery. pTfroanial sex and homosex¬ 
uality have been glorified will pol- 
hite the minds of the yoimp. 

/f.T. Hussain. Hyderabad 

• I took exception to Ihe article and 
tbe highly provocative pictures. The 
authors should have sent the piece to 
a western pornographic magatine. 
The paintings were also objection 
able. Islam rightly forbids paintings 
of the prophet and bans any article 
or book which might defame the 
religion. Hinduism should follow 
suit. 

Kanira Rav. Sew Delhi 


PriyUeg^ Firms 

T hat SUNUAV is always a few steps 
ahead of its cooipetitors was once 
again proved by the brilliant expo¬ 
sure. A Sweet Deal in Orifota (14_20 

April). In Orissa firms which are in 
the good books of the goversunent 
are allowed to go away with not only 
not paying electricity dues but other 
taxes also. The sufferer is the com¬ 
mon man 

Manikyeswari Mohanty. Rainngpur 
(Onasa) 


Popular Columns 

I n his letter captioned The Answer 
Wifhin (Opinion. 2d April—4 May). 
Swra] Haul ventures tu ask whether 
thf? weekly culumns uf Khushwant ' 
Singh and KuJdip Nayar are thrust i 
upirn the readers of SttNOAV. I won¬ 
der whai made Mr Paul think that 
the writings of the twu seasoned 
columnists were losing popularity. 
Many Si nday readers do love the 
sweet and sour gossiping of Khush- 
want Singh and the muiure comment 
nn pcluica! events by Kuldip Neyar. 
SrNiiAV readers of my locality nour¬ 
ish a similar opinion. 

K Chidananif Kumar. Bangalore 

* If going thrru gh the write-ups of 
Khushwant Smgh and Kuldip Nayar 
is a suffering, as Swraj Paul calls it. 
then I welcome such suffering in 
future. Most of the intellectuals in 
our cuuniiy today enjoy the patron¬ 
age of the ruling puny with (he result 
that most of the crime*i committed by 
the party in power gu unreporied It 
is only b^ause we have such persons 
like Mr Nayar and Mr Singh that a 
semhUnce uf justice is meted out. 
Maybe Mr Paul's book, Indira Gan¬ 
dhi. emphasises hiv convictions to 
oblige the power that be in New 
Delhi. 

(Panesh, Sew Delhi 


Dispensable Beings 

T he detailed report on the Bhnpal 
tragedy and ju implications 
made absorbing reading (The Cover- 
up, 7—13 April), in effect the 
tragedy can only be compared to the ; 
Hiroshima catastrophe. It seems that 
the giant VS mulcinatiunal has no 
heart and n is deliberately prolong¬ 
ing compensation. 

K.V, Nahnaksban. Hoshiarpur 

e The in-depth cover story on the ^ 
aftermath of the Bhopal gas tragedy 
wav timely. It was surprising that a 
reputed multinational like the UCC 
has scant regard fur human lives. I 
wonder what the fate of the company ) 
would have been had the incident \ 
occurred in the USA. 1 think that | 
they rate the people of the Third ! 
World as dispensable. Stem actiwi 
should be taken against the UCC so 
(hat the multinationals operating in 
India would be more careful in lu- : 
rure. i 

S. Uaesh Saidu. Sindri 

• Tbe ^oto|;raphs of the viciima of 
the gas tragedy weft touching, 

Uakre Pandey. Dibrugarh 





OPINION 


A Blufn^aster 


S UNDAY wasteil valuable space by 
giving undue publicity to a 
known fraud (Sw^mi Stdaehtri: The 
Fraud Machine. 2d April--4 May).. 
The swami's so-called miracles or his 
meeting with the Bricish and Amer¬ 
ican heads uF state are all absurd. 
Subhojeer Bose. New Delhi 

• The special report an Swami 
Sadachan exposed the fraud. The 
blind faith and illiteracy of the Indi¬ 
an people are responsible for the 
Swami’s popularity. Howevefi the 
feke godman may use the article in 
his favour. The new Prime Minister 
has taken the right step by deciding 
not to patronise sMamfs and saints 
Surya Nar/iynn Singh. Bombay 

• The special report was amusing 


The great Muff master has no equal 
in the world. Indians are known for 
(heir blind faith and hence the 
mushr Kiming of fraud swamlf. 

VN. Nareyaiidswemy. Madfas 

• It is a pity (hat frauds like Swami 
Sadachari enjoys political patronage. 
If he had (he powers lo convert water 
into jH-irnl rhen India would have 
been a far richer nation. 

B. Canesh. Jamshedpur 

a At a time when our country is agog 
with political activiiv. 1 wonder why 
$t’»iiiAV cho^c* lo give publicicv lo a 
cheat The government should take 
appropriate steps against such 
sedneharis and hrohmacharis. 

5.<’ Malakdr. Agra 


Wanted: Laws to Control Pollution of Ganga 


S UNDAY** cuncern for the Oanga 
was juatitied and timely (The 
Polluted Ci'anga. From Eternity to 
Htte. 21—27 April). The warning in 
the article should he nuted hy all 
concerned. However, 1 was happy to 
learn that Rajiv (nindhi had taken 
personal interest to clean the 
Ganges. 

i>jnesh Aumar Choudhury. Digboi 
(Assam i 

a There was a time when the waters 
of the Ganga possessed curative pow¬ 
ers. But that IS past* now the reverse 
is true. Any one using the waters of 
the sacreu river » sure to contact 
some deadly disease, such is the 
extent of the pollution. Hundreds of 
tiiuusands of people live alung the 
banks of the river and use its waters 
and it is only natural that the govern¬ 
ment should do something to clear up 
the mess. The formation of the Cen* 
tral Ganga Authority is a step in the 
right direction. 

M.H. Rama. Bhultaneswar 

* It is lime the ancient saying, 'As 
pure as the (»anga’ underwent a 
modification. It should now read: 'As 
dirty as the Ganga.' 

5,5. KajUf Bombay 

• The health hazards posed by the 
polluted Ganga as reported in Si'n- 
DAY were alarming Laws should be 
enacted to prevent pollution of the 
Ganga. 

SubaJ Chandra Saha. Malda (WB) 

e Man mure than anything else Is 
responsible for polluting the Ganga. 
It is indeed Ironic that we are misus* 
ing i river from which we draw 
iiuttnance. Unlesa the people, the 
pilgrims In particular, are made con* 
Bcious of tM Ul>effectt of the pollu* 


lion, mi plans can ever restore ihe 
purity of ihiv river. 

Pradeep Kiimjr Basak. Karaufi (Ra~ 
jasthant 

a Varanasi has nmv and again been 
hil hy ejiidvmu's as a result of (he 
pollution of ih« Ganga hut the au 
(horiiies have so far turned a Nel 
son's eye lo the problem I appeal (o 
the government to set up a commis¬ 
sion to enquire into the pollution of 
not only the (^anga hut other rivers 
as wt*ll. 

6'.V, Phanirajktshofv. Hyderabad 

a This has reference to Yobaraj Ghi- 
mire's rept^rt on the pollution of (he 
Ganga in Bihar (A River in Pen/}. It 
seemed that (he author was not fully 
aware of the mtefvated programme 
on (he Ganga basin. Bhagalpur uni¬ 
versity has undertaken a detailed 
ecological study of the Ganga since 
1976. The pollution caused by (he 
industries around Mukama-Barauni 
has buen highlighted by the Bhagal 
pur university team and the state 
govemmeni has served notices (o 
these industries under the preven¬ 
tion and control of water pollution 
act. The correspoodent was also una¬ 
ware of the fact that (he study of 
Ganga from Munger to Farakka has 
been entrusted to the Bhagalpur uni¬ 
versity. 

5uiixl Choudhurj, BbagHJpur 

^ A river considered sacred and wor¬ 
shipped by millions is being desce- 
cratcNi by man. The thousands of 
people living along its banks as well 
as the industiies u polluting the 
Ganga. One need just visit Varanasi 
ro lee how blind faith can play havoc. 
Kanikeswar Behera. Etcnjhar 
(Oritsal 


Bhagwan's Dhnvna 

T he news report, Is Rajneesh Com 
ing Back? (28 April—4 May) was 
disa^Kiinting to ^y the least. Ritu 
Sarm is not aware of the philosophy 
and teachings of Bhagwan Rajneesh. 
In the coune of the article, the 
author writes that the followers of 
Rajneesh are trying lo recruit mem¬ 
bers from India, This is not (rue since 
(he Rajne^shes du not believe in 
convufSKin. 

Swami Jaipraka/^h Bharti. C'hundr- 
garh 

a The aniciv is full of distorted facts. 
The author writes: "The fihagwan 
has plans to set up a commune in 
India " There is already one com¬ 
mune, the Meo-SannyHS Commune at 
Kajneeshdham. Moreover, the Pune 
nshram was not vacated liecause of 
"vituperaiivc attacks from Indian au 
ihortties," but due tu the failing 
health of Bhagwan Kajneesh. 
5ivamt Satya Anuragi. New Delhi 

Communal Colour 

T his has reference to Balrij 
Madhuk's caustic letter m re¬ 
sponse to M J Akbar's article, 77ie 
Spreading Kesan (Opinion. 28 
April—4 May) Thank Gud that we 
belong to the same 'tribe* as Mr 
Akbar. At least we do not ^port 
Ke«arr. the 'colour of the soldiers of 
Hindustan* and then sell our coun¬ 
try's secrets for u handful of monuy 
and a liottlc of boore. Thank God that 
we are nut coming ’nearer to our 
Hindu routs,* like the Sikhs who can 
revel by gunning down a defenceless 
woman, 

Ves, Mr Madhok, we are Muslims 
as well as Indians, and proud of that. 
The green that we see is that of the 
towering mountains and the vast 
fields uf our country, unlike you and 
your tribe. 

Ah Reza 2ajdi. New Delhi 


A Clarification 

T his has reference to Stanley 
Pinto’s letter. Misquoted (Opin¬ 
ion, 1218 May). Our apologies to 
Mr Pinto, Mr Alygue Padamsee and ' 
Hindustan Lever. The mistake 
occurred in the transmissiun of the 
copy. The original quoted Mr Pinto 
a* saying, “Alyque Padamsee is (he 
father of as many Hindustan Lever 
successes as the Hindustan Laver 
Itself." In the transmission the 
word "successes** was missed and 
Mr Pinto was quoted as saying that 
"Alyque Padamsee was the father 
of Hindustan Lever itself.** 

• - Editor 

















COVTiR STORY 


B oulevard Road in Delhi is 
lined with many kinds of 
justice. There are the Tis 
Ha2ari 

day hundreds of criminals, both 
alleged and proven, are given some 
measure of puni.shmeni or relief. On 
the street are the bungalows of the 
judges, housei^ which are one kind of 
compensation to a judge for having 
exchanged the lucrative pastures of a 
legal practice for the modest salary 
given to one who must make deci¬ 
sions. And not very far from the 
courts and hospital and bungalows is 
a building which symbolises the 
chans of street ;ushce: the morgue, ti 
is here that the cadavers thrown up 
by the many forms of violence m the 
city are gathered so that the record 
of anger and revenge can he entered 
in the bouku before the body is lost 
10 dust or fire. It was in this morgue 
that the victims of last year's riots 
were brought in piles, and imprump* 
tu shops selling white linen sprang 
up overnight On the second Friday 
and Saturday of May another round 
of bodies cnme>-vicnms of the terror 
perpetrated by the children of the 
dead Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. 
ihe secessionists who are determined 
that there will be no peace in the 
Punjab except the peace of (he 
graveyard. 

The most dangerous phase in the 
Punjab crisis is always the we of a 
settlement. This is when the Khalis* 
tani element within the Akali spec* 
trum must make yet another move to 
sabotage any hope of an agreement 
since harmony would both isolate it 
and make it irrelevant By late April, 
the Punjab crisis was finally moving 
towards a resolution. Sant Harchand 
Singh Longa wall in (he weeks since 
his release, had become (he voice of 
Sikh anger at Operation Blues(ar and 
the riots fallowing the assassination 
of Mrs Gandb:. But even a» in gurd- 
wara after gurdwara and village af¬ 
ter village he rallied the Sikhs, he 
also enabled the community to give 
expression (O its pent up feelings—a 
necessary precondition to any settle- 
ment. 

On its side, the gnvernraent 
ignored the pressure from (he hard 
anti-Sikh lobby within its own party 
and did all that it could possibly do to 
assuage (he community's feelings. 
The relief that had already been 
handed out was the largest ever 
given since 1947 , and the crores that 
had been spent were beginning to 
have an effect. <A comparison wirh 
the thousands who suffered in the 
Assam violence for instance would 


( show (he difference.! A judicial en- 
. quiry wav urden «l into the riots, (lie 
. ban on the At! India Sekh Siudenu 
courts where each Fedciuiioo lifted and ihe AL '-“od- 

ers were gradually relea.sed. ^nt 
Longnwal. in the mean rime . round¬ 
ed off his lours with a visit in Delhi 
which became u personal triumph for 
him and showed that he had become 
a genuinvly nopular leader of ihe 
Sikhv This is when ihe alarm bells 
began ringing furiously in the Akah 
Dal. The ekiremisis realised thai 
Sam laingowal, who had consistently 
rejected any idea of separaiion. now 


had f^neictifd ihe confidence to 
reach a settlement with Delhi And of 
course some of Sant Lungowsil'N 
p(*ers in ihe Akafi D.il simply betume 
jcalouN (il the fiiti ihat he had he 
(*111110 the most popular .SiUi leader 
Hu had. so far. been given the title of 
'‘lUctator" nl the Akali murdui but in 
practice was far from being one: the 
decision*^ were collective. Now he 
could, in fact, live up to his title. 

By April, (juiel consullutions be¬ 
tween Sant L 4 i(igowal, the opposiiion 
leaders and the union governrnem 
had set the stage for a settlement of 
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thi* Punjab problem. The Prime 
MinUtei'^ iniliacive in brinnine 
oppoAiimn leaders ond >!cnuine 2 y 
mncerned indepenUcnt^ like Khush* 
warn Srotfli mio ihe ne^oriaiion pr(»> 
ysxts pavan<! «>ff When he ramc (A 
Delhi Sam I (inpAwnl assured every 
one that he would send a leucr 
oiiilininK the final Akah demands by 
f> May Thiv icttt r would have hwn 
discussed al tlu* meeiing between 
rhe Prone Minisicr and the nppnsi- 
non leudets <ind a solunon found by 
the end of M.iv- that is before the 
first anniversurv of Dperarion Blues 


i«r. This was the situaiion which the only at arbitrary murder but also 
extreausis were determined to des* communal riots, were the weapons of 
in»y. the second plan. 


The ftame had two purposes. The 
first waste sabota^ Sant Longowal's 
preeminence, and bring hin down 
enough pegs to ensure that he did not 
settle with Delhi. Hie second part of 
the plan was to resurrect fear and 
hate in Hitidu-Sikh relations. Baba 
Joginder Singh, father (and heirl) of 
Sant Bhtndranwale was the principal 
weapon in the first operation. And 
the “transistor bombC aimed not 


Sant Longowal. In his efforts to 
appease even the extremists, had 
himself given credibility to Baba 
Joginder Singh-^and it was not the 
first time in his life that the Sant had 
made such a mistake However, Baba 
Joginder Singh used the ‘'authonty** 
he had been given to bring about 
partrfuc unity to pull the rug from 
under Sant Longowai’s feet. In a 
statement which took most people by 
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Ihc uni(» of the lnn<(toior boait. 

surprise he "dissnlved" the Akali 
leadership and annaunced an «tf hoc 
commitiee Sant Longowal fought 
\ back, and it was cjukkly clear that 
: The overwhelrning majority in the 
I Akah Dal was behind him, and he 
would easily win the showdown 
marked for 17 May. Rather than 
eirposti cheir weakness a compromise 
was effected which saved extremist 
face. But there was no doubt that the 
Sam had baen sabotaged, he was not 
the leader he was before the Baba 
Joginder Singh move. 

And then me bombs took over. At 
nearly three dosen points in Delhi, 
Meerut, Sirsa. Hlisar. AmbaU, Alwar 
end Kanpur death came to unsus* 


peering poor people who thought 
that providence had sent them tran¬ 
sistors. But, as in their effort to 
unseat Sant Loognwal, they ware 
only half successful. This time the 
people defeated the eatremists. They 
had calculated that this outrage 
vrould inflame Hindu passions suffi 
uivndy to catiae a coAcnucial hack 
lash. The children of Bhindranwale 
are in desperate need of another 
communal not now—they need a 
fresh demand, they need fresh sores, 
they need fresh material for the 
rhetoric which can fuel their dream 
of Khalisun. ib^ need • fresh ex¬ 
cuse for the continuation of the gol¬ 
den pipeUoa of hiads from the rich 


prtOtOOnip«^s nK Sh^rma InCian^iprags | 

gurdwaras in London and Amvrica 
and Canada Bui ihort* wos no back- 
lash^excvpi of ihe nt-cessary kind, a 
tougher crackdown un those who 
would mistake I'erierosiiy fur weak¬ 
ness. 

But in one thing the secessionists i 
have svcceedcd: enough confusion 1 

has b«vn creoted to (tail any «olu. 

lion. The AkaUs are in disarray, 
unsure of who K who. or indeed, who 
is where. The talks with Delhi, nur¬ 
tured so carefully by the govern¬ 
ment, the opposition and the Sant, 
must now be rearranged. The inheri¬ 
tors of the venom uf Sant Bhindran- 
wale have once again prevented i 
chgpter from bemg closed. 
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The Communalists 



Who Failed 


T he booby traps set up by the 
emremists in various places in 
north India went off almost limul* 
toDcouily. The November riot» had 
been atmbuted to the ilum*dweUers 
of Delhi. That explains why the 
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I “transistor bombs’* were planted in 
bushes near the slums. In Kanpur 
and Meertii, riors had taken place. 
The bombs went nff there too. Patna 
and Calcutta cannot be ruled out as 
possible targets of the extremists 
now, as well as every city where the 
1 jgis broke out Ust November. Clear- 
ly, on 10 May. the children of Bhin* 
dranwale had sought their revenge. 
But revenge against whom? The pro- 
Khalistan elements do not enjoy the 
support of the Sikh masses. They 
cannot impress the sener section of 
the Akuli Oal (of which Sant Longniv* 
ul Is A leader 

When Jagii; Sin^ih Chauhon held a 
conference in LundonS Shepherd's 
Bush Curdwara. near KensinRtun. on 
(>, 7. H April, h« was able to attract 
pro-KhaUsian Sikh.s from Canada. 
UK. Italy. Holland. Germany, Thai, 
j land and Singapore as well as ele* 
> ments like Phiro nhe rebel Naga 
I iv«ider living in London), the Kash 
I mil Liberaiinn bront (KLFj. the 
Afglook Mojeluiliiis and of course his 
own 'Vpporter^, m London. But the 
avetage Sikh devotee who visits the 
Shepherd's Rur.h Cuidwara was not 
hiten .ted in the three day delibera* 
noir. o' th( 400strong gathering 
George Fernandes, (he .Tanaia lead 
cr, addressed h meeting in the same 
gurdwara a few days latei.Vlhile his 
speech drew applause and even 
evoked “Khalistaii Zindabad** siv 
gans. the president of the gurdwara. 
Manjit Singh Kelhi went on record 
with his disapproval of the proceed, 
ings at tli 2 gurJward that evening. 
I he KhaliL^ran elements, therefore, 
have H long way to go. 

And ihsi precisely is (he reason 
why the tenorists struck on 10 May, 

I T o begin with, i he Punjab state presi* 
I (lent unheLokDaLChaudhary Balbir 
. Singh, a former MP, was assassinated 
I in Hoshiarpur that moining In the 
I November riots, the Jat» in and 
' around Delhi had not panicipated. 

I The assassinativu of Balbir Smgh. 
rherefurc, cannot be viewed in isola* 
tion from (he (irand plan which had 
been set into iiioilon on 10 May. The 
Jamaat-edslami prefers the Muslims 
to be persecuted, so that their brand 
of communafism is able to seep in. 
Fortunately, so far their popularity 
among the Muslim minority in this 
country ia negligible. By fomenting 
trouble, the Sikh extremists 
apparently are trying to alienate the 
Sikh masses from the mainscream. 
The madness of November has left 
many scars. The provocation uow is 
designed to scratch and make the 
Kars bleed. 

The government's handling of the 
May lituation has been com* 
inandable. II the people are not ia* 

n^Ti>^b^4as 




The Trap 


irhin 


hours 


W “transistor-bomb*' outrage on 
10 May, the Delhi Police claimed tu 
have made a vital breakthrough in 
investigauons. Acting on a tip-off 
from a resident of West Patel 
Nagai. a ioculity in Central Delhi, 
the police arreeted three persons 
iricluding 54 vear-old Kariar Singh 
Narang. a Delhi-based lawyer from 
house Aumlier 26/8.T in West Patel 
Nagor. The police also recovered 
from the house <everal bumbs 
identical to those used in the blasts, 
a 9 mm pistol, some manuals on the 
manufacture of bombs and a list of 
several names and addresses which 
could provide clues about the 
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networit of terrorists behind the 
series of explosions. So also would 
the interrogation of the arrested 
persons who were immediately 
taken to the Deshbandhu Gupta 
Road police station, some distance 
away, under heavy guard. The 
police station, where the three 
were being questioned, was itself 
converted into a maximum security 
are* ringed hy policemen equipped 
with automatic vreapons. 

The events that led to the arrests 
had all the drama of a high-tension 
thriller. The person who provided 
the first clue to the mysterious 
goings-on was Kartar Singh Narang 
himself. For molt of his telephonic 
conversations, Kartar Singh Narang 


uved it cordlesc iiisTruniem. which, 
according to .some residents of iht> 
colony, he curried around with him 
openly. His neighbours were even 
other wise suspicious of what went 
on in the Narang housohoki 
because they u.sed to receive 
"mysterious guests" frum time to 
time; they hud specially begun to 
mark this trend after the riots in 
November 1964 during which 
Kartar Singh's house had been 
slightly damaged. Their suspicions 
were confirmed when one of Kartar 
Singh's close neighbours picked up 
a conversation he was having with 
someone on 11 May. 

The police was immediately 
informed and Amod Kanth. the 
Central Delhi district police chief, 
laid his trap. placing 
plaincJothesmen around the house 
that evening. Late in the night, they 
moved in. arrested Kartar Singh 
Nutang and lay in wait for his 
accomplices who were expected to 
visit him. It was a long wait but the 
two suspected terrorists did come^ 
around iwc the next afternoon 
Smelling trouble one of them 
immediately pulled out a pistol bur 
before he could shixithewus 
overpowered by a plaincloihesman 
outride the house. A five minute 
scuffle followed during which the 
suspects tried to knive their way tu 
escape Three sub-inspecturo. 
Dharam Fal Singh, Vijay 
Manchanda and Sushil Kumar and 
one constable, Sukhpal, suffered 
kmfe.injuries hut the police were 
too welkentrenched in the house 
for the suspects to run away. By this 
time almost the entire locality had 
collected in from of the house and 
tJie three arrested persons had to 
be whisked away to the 
Deshbandhu Gupta Road police 
station. People around the aiea at 
the time of the iticldem said that 
they heard several shots being fired 
during the short resistance the two 
had pul up but the Delhi PiiUce 
maintain no shots were fired at all. 

The police has refused to divulge 
any details of the operation; not 
even the names of the other two 
suspects arrested—in the interest 
of the investigations—but they 
hope that the clues they have 
already puked up would lead to 
several other arrests and uncover 
the terrorist ring behind the 10 May 
blasts not only in Delhi but also In 
other pans of northern India. 

SawfcafefMB TMur. New PeM 
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Is There an IRA Connection? 


i i WHS a pre set pUn MgnvIWri mio 
action almost if bv it'inoie 
control—.lO'Odd bljst« on« afierr 
anoihor m dilffreni part^ of Delhi, 
Haryana and Dtiar Hradcsh The 
explosions of 10 and H Mav could 
not have occurred without ii level uf 
coordination between the men who 
were behind them Indued the pai 
tern of the operation was murkedly 
similar to the modus t>perandi of a 
ffrtiup operating far away m north* 
ern Ireland and Cruat Bntain—ihe 
Irish Republican Armv tiRA), sriM 
the nightmare of the Scotland Yard 
and the British intelligence service 
Founded in 191Y as a successi»r to 
the militant nationalist organisa¬ 
tion called Irish Vulunieers. the 
IRA is one of today's most well knjt 
terrorist organisations which has 
struck lime and again with success 
not only In the war for the inde* 
pendencc of northern Ireland but 
also giving assistance to other ter 
rorist groups scanered around the 
globe. As pan of its operations the 
IRA has on various occasions given 
armed assistance, imparted train¬ 
ing to undercover units and even 
circulated what has come to be 
known as the **[RA terrorist manu- 
aT* to other terrorist organisations 
all over the world. 

One of the reasons why the IRA 
has acquired such an important 
place ill the world of terrorists is 
the phenirinenal rate of succca* it 
has had in its operations Sixty• 
seven years after it began spread 
ing terror in the British Isles, it is 
still an organisation alive and 
strong enough to make a strike 


anywhere, anyiinie. Last October 
the IKA had attempted to wipe out 
almost the entire British govern* 
mem when it planted a high- 
explosive bomb in the Grand Hotel 
ul Brighton where the British Prime 
Minister. Mrs Margaret Thiitcher. 
was staving along with 13 other 
cohinet Lulleogues. It was sheer 
luck (hat nobody was seriously hun 
despite the lollapce of ihe entire 
fmade of the muhi storeyed hotel. 

The IKA after ilie failure of the 
war of independence it waged from 
1 ‘IIY to 1921. thilted to guernlla 
tactics, ambushing personnel, raid* 
ing targets, planting bombs in 
e lected are as, killing people either 
in hit and run operations or with 
booby I ra PI ring devices. A charac 
teristic of their oi>eratiorK has been 
Its success rare Once they have 
marked a lurgei. they see to it that 
It IS removed. Selective elimina- 
linn. s|>ecially in Northern Ireland 
lias been iheir forte Terrorist u|>* 
oral ions in Punjab. Delhi and other 
northern viates over the past year 
and • halt have followed roughly 
thi* 'Mime iMitern. Army carriers, 
even publit transport vehicles, 
have been ambushed and people 
killed. People, supposedly on the 
lerrorisix' hu Iim. have been extei- 
minated one after the other There 
haw been sporadic bomb explo¬ 
sions and now. the first series of 
urg.inis4.-d detonations. The method 
IN the* same miiricuous packages 
left for unsuspecting people lo pick 
up. bringing death to people who in 
most ca»es have iiothing to do with 
the D 0 I 1 IU.S behind the violence. 
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Another feature of similarity be¬ 
tween the IRA and the terrorist 
groum operating in India is the way 
both have slipped out of the hands 
of political organisations they in- 
inally belonged to. The break be¬ 
tween the IRA and the Sinn Fein, 
Its political wing, came a long time 
ago. fur try a» they might, they 
could not contain the IRA's violent, 
terrorist tactics. And almost every* 
time there were moves for an agree¬ 
ment on the political level, iliere 
was inevitably a spurt in the IRA's 
icrrorisi activities. Something very 
similar 11 happening in Punjab 
today. 

The Akali leadership has losi con* 
trol. There was u time when the 
Akali Dal had the terrorists under 
Its bell. Very soon, ihev w'ere pam* 
^>ered and finally Bhmdranwale be* 
came the unchallenged chief of the 
Golden Temple. Today, almost a 
year after his death end Operation 
Bluestar during which the back* 
bone of terrorism was supposedly 
broken, the terrorists seem to be as 
stiong and unassailable as ever. 
They have come out into the open 
precisely at a time when it seamed 
opinion was building up in favour 
of a reconciliation. 

It is of course true that terrorism 
in India is nowhere near the levels 
of sophistjcatjun reached by the 
IRA or other terrorist oigani sat ions 
•n the West ami the Middle East. 
Booby-trapped vehicles or remote* 
controlled explosives have not 
made their appearance in India, 
yet. The mechanisms used in the 
recent blasts were rather crude— 
five inch by two mch bombs en¬ 
cased in lead and concealed in 
transistor radio bodies whose op¬ 
eration switch worked as the ex¬ 
ploding device—but what is more 
serious is the planning that had 
gone behind Ihe entire operation. 
Terrorism with the face it has 
appeared today, cannoi be treated 
lightly. Tliese were not stray inci¬ 
dents sparked off by a rustic gang 
ot fanatics. Behind them is certain¬ 
ly a bratn trained in techniques of 
terrorism and tutored to launch a 
successful strike. Has the IRA 
trained Sikh extremists? Consider¬ 
ing that pro*Khalistan elements are 
active in the United Kingdom, the 
IRA angle to terroriit attacks in 
Delhi cannoi be ruled out. 
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Everthou^tcf 
ccxisulting 
adoaor 
about hair loss? 



U is reassuring to know 
that the scientific formula ot 
KeO'Karpin Hair Vitalizer has 
been tested and approved by a 
panel of doctors. 

h was found that 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 
provides all the proteins. 

Vitamins and coenrymes 
essential fora healthy scalp 
condition. 

Read this research report: 

"66.6d % of the ca.ses gave exccUeol 
and 5^33% gave good result wHh 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair IoKm. So, success rate with 
Ket^Karpin Hair Viializer may be 
slated to be cent per cent/' 

(Indian Medical Gazette 111 223. 
1914 ) 
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The pg^ scientific 
to prevent hair loss. 
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Catch your true reflection 
in these live, vibrant fashions. 
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Rich textures, subtle 
shides. In I wide range to 
complement your every 
mood. Woven on 
lophisticeted, fully 
auiomaied machines, 
stamped with the 
excellence of intensive 
RAD and indeed 
recommended by top 
fashion designers. An 
exclusive collection 
brought to you through 
ItKiia'i most enli^tened 
and largest chain of 
showrooms and rettilen. 

Suiting. Shirting. 
Dress Materials. 
Sarees. 
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Two of India's 
most sophisticated 
textile mills. 
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Arc of Terror 


T he explosions of 10 May formed 
an arc in the northern Gangeric 
plain. Places in Haryana, the union 
territory of Delhi end Uttar 
Pradesh became the flashpoints as 
terrorism extended its frontiers. In 
Sirsa, Hissar. Ambala. in various 
colonies of Delhi, in Meerut end 
right up to Kanpur the terrorists' 
triggei worked. They had 
concentrated on Delhi-^which was 
the worst affected-^but that they 
had been able to set up transistor- 
traps at su many points only 
indicated the increasing reach M 
the tcrronsis Not only have they 
developed new techniques of 
disruption and covered new areas, 
they cuniiniio to pilfer bupplies 
from (he ai med forces, os was clear 
from a few incideiua in Haryana. 
Three persons were killed at a 
Haryana Roadways bus terminal in 
ilissar when a high explosive 3$ 
(HE 3t>) hand grenade exploded, 
sending (he iwopk scampering for 
cover. In the oiljuining district of 
Strsa botniis went off m three buses 
killing four mid injuring IS. At 
village Sadinuira near Amlula, 
there was yet another exploaion in 
a bus; it killed the conductor and a 
woman sitting beside him. The 
incidents, which occurred almost 
simultHneouslv. set the Haryana 
admiiiisrrntion on its ti>es the 
police sounded an alert, 
prohibitoiy orders were imposed in 
seveial urc‘U% (even m those where 
no incidenis had taken place* i. 
warnings about transistor bombs 
were sent out tu the people, 
vigilance or the borders with 
Punjab was stepped up and. m a 
move that reminded one uf the 
pre-Dperation Bluescar days, the 
Haryana Roadways suspended all 
bus services after sundown. 

The following day. as the death 
toll in Haryana rose from 10 to 17, 
the police swung into action 




diwInrlrralsMirnf thr in|«rvd 

urresimg more than a hundred 
pcTMHi^ in ummn’tHin with the 
crime. IHev M«jrchod all vehicles 
.ind trains leaving and entering the 
slate. Ill i'handigurh. during a 
meeting called by the Haryana 
Governor. S M H Burney, and 
attended liv the chu*f secretary. 
P.P. Capeihan. the home secreiary. 
L.C. Gupta and the director-general 
uf police, M S. Bhatnagar. further 
steps to prevent the breakdown of 
the law and urder siruatioii were 
discussed: imensifjcatiun uf 

patrolling, the placement uf 
security forces at van rage points in 
various cities and beefing up the 


( security arrangements of VIPs. 

In Uttar Pradesh, too. the 
government had to call a high-level 
I meeting to take steps ro deal with 
V the situation. One uf (he first 
decisions it I'lok was to place the 
police and the inieUigence 
networks un "red aleri." The 
director general uf police. J.N. 
Chaturvedi. directed his forces iu 
take preventive measures — 
including the imposition of Section 
144 and searching of vehicles— 
wherever they could. The terrorists 
had struck Uttar Pradesh harder 
than Haryana. In bomb explosions 
spreud over six distriers of the 
.state—Unnao. Aligarh. Meerut, 
Moradubad, Ghuziabad and 
Rampur—mure than 20 people died 
on the first day itself. 
Subsequently, the toll rose even 
higher. 

Meerut district was the worst hit. 
the culprit everywhere was that 
harmless looking plasttc transistor 
that held the deadly bomb. One 
explu.cion in the Himachal Express 
while it was passing Partapur, 
killed seven passengers. Some 
distance away, in Khekhra. three 
were killed when a similar bomb 
exploded III a bus. At Umiao in 
Kanpur district, the transistor 
bomb went off in the office of the 
I’ushier uf ihu hus stand: une of the 
victims wa% rhe bus cimducior who 
had picked up the tiancicior bomb 
lefi m his bus and carried it tu the 
cashivi's riHim Thu other, of 
course, was the ca.shior himself. So 
far and wide have the terrorists 
strurk this UTm., that it really 
indicates how well entrenched they 
are and hnw deep they have 
penetrated—even into the districts 
of Uttar Pradesh which till 
someiime ago had only known the 
terror of dacoits. New there is (he 
terrorist from Punjab toe. 


cited by the communal provocation 
from the Sikh extremists, Chen ihe 
government’s job can be said to have 
been well done. The quick arrest of 
the three suspects by the Delhi 
police also helped to restore the 
people's confidence in the state 
machinery. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, apart from taking a personal 
Interest in the operation.s. requisi* 
tioned the services of a young pollti* 
Cian. who has an Impeccible recurd 
in secular poUrIcs. to help out in the 
home ninfatry's work. On the night 


of 12 May. Arif Mohammad Khan, 
who had become the youngest ever 
union deputy minisiet in January* 
t982 and the youngesi-ever oiiruster 
of state a year later was given the 
additional charge of home affairs 
besides being the minister at state 
for industry and company affairs 
Khan had been elected for the first 
lime in his life on ihe Janata ticket 
He had resigned his ministerihip in 
Ultar Pradesh in the Janata days in 

E irotest against the government's fei 
ore to contrt^ a communal riot in 


[ Lucknow. Later, he joined the Con- 
gresstl). When poUticians with a 
' proven 'ocord in secularism are 
drafted inro home ministry in the 

< face of a crisis, the people’s faith in 
j the government is bound to gu up. 
j The task ahead, however, is not easy. 
* The arrests made on 12 May have 
certainly reassured the people. But 
the Sikh terrorists are much mora in 
number. Vigilance against communal 
tensions will have to be maintained 
in the coming days. 
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A Blow by Blow Account 

T w«n(> TWO cxf)lo<i<>n> rcKkod persons and injuring 30. The blasts was killed instantaneously. Amoni 

the capital on 10 and 11 May took place inside two UP Roadways those found dead in the bus wa 

I The first blast occurred at 6. IK pm buses at platform numbers 27 and sub'inspecior Balbir Singh of thi 

I on Kriduy. 10 May. The last was 2g. The first bus (UHN 1008) was Delhi police The injured wen 

' reported at 7.2^ am nn Saturday bound for Muzaffarnagar and the rushed to the Safdarjung Hospital 

murning. Tile *’ 0 '|t'err<, of evt:*)!*'on second (UHI 1S41) was to go u> where two more passengers sue 

the foti'fiil mcht ar fr>Jlc»*v^. Ramnogar. Minutes after the explt^ cumbad to their injuries, 

e 6. IB pm. The fir; t In mb exploded sionss the injured were rushed to eB.lO pm; A bomb exploded in i 

near (^ndhi Nagur. Two women, the Hindu Rao hospital. Within rickshaw near the Tagore Gardei 

Omwar and .Sunduri. both aged 3S. hours the emergency ward of the area, killing two persons and injur 

were killed The humb wuni off hospital was full of injured passen ing others. Almost simultaneously 

; when Omwaii was nnket ing with a gers from the ill-fated buses. anotherblasi was triggered off, thi 

*‘transmoi radio " which she had • 7.SO pm* A Delhi Transport Cor time at Nehru Vihar, near Timar 

picked up ftum the road. Three poration bus fon route 610) was pur. Fuhee officers termed the ex 

urher persons, including a child rocked by a powerful explosion plosion as the most serious. Thi 

were critically v^etindod. when a b^b planted inside a rran- explosion uc'turrod whan a bomi 

0 7.is pm: Ttyo bhr.t'.. in quick ststrr radio detonated inside. Ttvo war lobbod in the area, in at 

succoui'jn wer^ reported nt the persons were killed and five in* etiompt to Ulo.v up iho water pipe 

inrcr*Ma*r* but tf;r«ninur near Knah* jured in the incident. The conduc- line station of the municipal cor 

m*.ri Gate. The blasts, triggered off tor of the bus, Khajan Singh, who poration of Delhi. 

K '‘(ran^ii^^or radio*' bombs took had picked up the **traasistor e 6.30 pm; A bomb concealed in f 

I the higho'.* toll of life; killing seven radio’' and pieced it below his seat transistor set went off in a county 
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Itquor shop io Jahansirpun, north 
Delhi Thrc« men were killed in the 
blast including j Delhi police const* 
able, Rachpal Singh. 

• 9.07 pm. A blast was reported 
from Mangolpuri, a West Delhi col¬ 
ony. The bomb had been placed at a 
crowded bus stop. The incident 
occurred when one of the commu 
ten picked up a '‘cranaUtor radio*' 
lying at the bus stop. Part of the 
concrete surface of the bus stop 
collapsed due to the impact of the 
bomb blast. 

*9.12 pm: Another blast was re* 
ported from the Banda Bahadur 
Cbow^ near Himmat Kagar, injur* 
ing five persons. No deaths were 
reported. The blast took place in a 
moving DTC bus (route 81) plying 
between Moti Nagar and Mukber* 
lee Kagar. The esplosion followed a 
pattern similar to those inside 
Other DTC buses: a ‘'transistor 
radio^bomb had been placed below 
the coeductor's seet, which went off 
on being tuned. 

• 9.36 pm: Explosions rocked 
eaeUwr DTC bus ei tbe Ashram 
Qiewk, Id South Delhi Pour pel* 


sengers were killed in the cxplo* 
sions which took place in the bus 
which vas plying from ISBT to 
Faridabad, 

e 11.08 pm: At the Dkhaum Kalan 
bus ^po^ near Najafgarh. three 
persons died and one was seriously 
injured. A few minutes later, 
another explosion was heard at the 
same depot in vrhidi two more 
persons succumbed to Injuries 
caused by explosives, 
o 11.33 pm: In tbe last axplorion, 
close to midni^t of 10 Itey, one 
person died as a bomb bl^ re¬ 
verberated near the Mohan Carden 
bus stand. 

• 11 May 12.08 am: Soon after mid* 
night, two persons were killed and 
two injur^ in a blast at G Block of 
Madangir, io the extreme south of 
Delhi. Almost at the same tune, 
artother bomb detonated several 
kilometres eway miide e bouse in 
Uttam Nagar, in West Delhi. 

• 12.35 am: Two persons were kil¬ 
led and three wtnukded in similar 
bomb blasts in tbe TUak Nagar 
area. Tbe reasoos for the Mam 
could sot be e«ertalBed by tbe 


police. 

e 6.15 am: The first blast of Satur¬ 
day morning (11 May) occurred 
outside the Jagat cinema killing 
two persons and injuring one. The 
bomb had be e n lobbed by terrorists 
inside the cinema bouse. 

• 7.10 am: In a slum dwelling close 
to Chittaranjon Park in south De¬ 
lhi, five persons died when e bomb 
inside a translsiof radio detonated. 
The transistor bad been picked up 
by Bbole, a resident of the slum 
behind Deshbandhu College from 
bushes nearby. Tbe bomb exploded 
when he turned the switch of the 
transistor inside hU /huggi. Three 
duldreo died io the expl^on and 
two other peraems died due to tbe 
blast in tbe hospital, 
e 7.25 am: Another rook place in a 
slum dwelling dose to Chiitannjan 
Park. Two labourers were killed 
inside their but vdien a bomb ex¬ 
ploded. Later pieces of shrapnel 
from a "transistor radio" were 
found outside. At about the seose 
tiam at Reghubir Nagar in Delhi 
cancoamem two persons were Uh 
led tn a mcldeai. 
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^Suddenly, a Bomb 

WentOfT 

How InnouuH poopJi^ paid with their lives fora war they never understood 


kduiu bntti phui 
e^ya." Hath paiteiu in 
wnrd number ^ven of 
ihi* Bara Hindu Rau 
Hospital r6(H:aud the same wurd^. 
Each tii chi: paticiitt in th« t&suaJiy 
¥r.ird (jf ihe huspUal siiuated on ihe 
ridfic ncur ih« university campus in 
north Delhi rM an nmocent vicria of 
the 'transitcor bomb." From Uu in 


(hv evonmi;. ihe hospital began reg* 
isiciing patients with severe eiplo- 
uve injuries. Soon the trickle of 
patients became a screen and by 
midnight blood senearod bodies lay 
siretvji on the floors of the ^ord. 
Three muiilaced bodies had been 
br<»ught in of persons who had died 
on the spot The body of a young boy, 
e resideni of Shakii Noger was 


brought if) on a stretcher, his nght 
arm disenembered by a bomb expiu* 
sion. His face and chest bore wounds 
from the shrapnel of a "transistor 
I bomb " An unidentified boy died ihe 
nest morning. His body was sent to 
the Sabsi Mendi deed house, the city 
mortuary close to che Bara Hindu 
Roc Hospital, Where by the morning 
of 11 May eight such budios of un« 
idencified victims of bomb blasts bod 
been dumped. 

There were those in the ward who 
could be called the living dead. Two 
patients in the ward ware declared 
‘'critically injured" the next day. 
According to doctors, there were 
very few chances of the victims sur* 
viving. Besides, both the patients 
Medan Lei and Jayantnd Sundariya 
should have immediately been crans* 
ferred to the intensive care unit 
(ICU) of the hospitel. where they 
should have been given emergency 
treatment. The victims were not 
shifted into the ICU because the 
unprecedented moh of patients nuf* 
faring bomb blast injuries had filled 
up every bed in the unit. 

Medan 1^1 lay in bed number 13 of 
the ward, with thick bloodstained 
bandages around his waist. The blast 
had ripped open his liver. His right 
hand bad been smashed by the explo* 
sion. In e voice that was barely 
audible, Madan Lai described the 
sequence of events'. **1 boarded a 
DTC bus number 810 frnm Kingsway 
Comp to go to Mukherjee Nagai. As 
soon as I approached the conductor 
for i ticket I heard a deafening noise 
and lost consciousness as a sharp 
objaa hit me in my stomach. Later I 
found that I had been brought to this 
hospital with others In an ambu¬ 
lance." 

Another patient in the same ward. 
Nafis Ahm^, aged 24. described how 
the bomb exploded inside ■ VP State 
Roadways bus which he had boarded 
at tbc lQier*S(Bte Bus Terminus 
(ISBT); "At B.30 pm 1 end mv femily 
boarded the bos from ISBT to go to 
Khatoli." Hafts Ahmed was travoll* 
ing with his wife, Pistoi and two 
children. "We were sitting In the 
third row ti the but. Before the bus 
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could start I noticed a young Sikh 
on ter tbe bus and place a briefcase* 
like object on the bonnet. Earlier he 
had asked other passengers where 
the bus was going. After asking this 
question, he got off. Ten minutes 
later, the whole bus shook with the 
blast. Later, t came to know that the 
object that the Sikh had placed on 
the bonnet was a transistor bomb 
The bomb exploded when a child 
picked up the transistor from the 
bonnet.*' Nafis eaplained that for Vi 
minutes following the explosion 
there was panic and confusion inside 
the bus. Two persons in the front 
seats died immediately. All those 
who were injured were brought in an 
ambulance to the Bara Hindu Rao 
hospital. 

The pattern of the terrorist anacks 
in must parts of Delhi had been the 
same as the one which Mtdan LaI 
and Nafis Ahmed had seen. Eyewit* 
ness accounts of the explosions re* 
veal a similar pattern—of bombs 
being planted in inter*ciry or inter 
state buses, which exploded while 
either being switched on or plKcd on 
the ground. Suraj Ram. the driver of 
a DiC bus inside which one such 
transistor bomb exploded described 
how it happened: “When the bus 
(route number $10} was near the 
Sarojini Nagar depot stop, 1 noticed 
two Sikhs suddenly pushing aside the 
other passengers to get off. By the 
time the bus started to move, I heard 
a loud bang in the rear of the bus. 
The conductor and another passen* 
get were killed. The glass panes of 
the bus were shattered and several 
passengers were wounded.” 

NVhile in the evening of 10 May the 
pattern followed by the terrorists 
with clinical precision in different 
parts of the city was to plant the 
explosives inside buses, the foUoW' 
icig morning blasts were triggered off 
by ^'transistor bombs” which had 
been left in open spaces in parts of 
South Delhi. This rime, coo, victims 
(12 persons died on the morning of 11 
May) were innocent and unsuspect¬ 
ing cirisens. and what is worse, 
among the poorest. Death craps lay 
scattered for (hem on the night of 10 
May itself, fiv the morning ten per¬ 
sons had pictced up the bait left by 
the Terrorises, meeting a tragic death. 

Bfaola, a resident of a slusi colony 
close to 'C* block of Chirtaranjan 
Park was one such victim Bhola was 
oblivious of the siring of violent 
incidents that bad rocked the city (he 
previous night. He was unawaie of 
tha danger ahead when ha picked up 
a traneutor radio from the bushes 
near hli ifhigfi. Delisted with bis 
find, Bbola braughi tbe (ransistoc 
hone. As soon as he switched on tbe 


The “Transistor Bomb’’ 
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T he opinion among forensic 
experts who have exanuned the 
"transistor bombs** is that it was 
quite a crude mechanisms five 
inch by two and-a.half inch pack of 
explosive *']oraliy cesr" in lead and 
connected to a nine volt cell by a 
three inch long wire Tius 
mechanism, tn turn, was locked on 
to the switch on the plastic body of 
the "tran'istor.” As so^ as the 
switch was tuned to "on” position, 
there was contact and the device 
exploded. But so unsophisticated 
was the mechanism that the bomb 


tuner, the bomb inside detonated. 
Bhola was killed immediately along 
with his two nieces, seven year old 
Guriya and l2*ye8r*old Saroj, who 
were playing inside when the explo¬ 
sion occurred. Said a resident of the 
slum area: “When Bhola brought the 
transistor from the jhssri (bush) we 
warned him it was not good to pick 
up other people *s things. But he look 
it inside and it exploded.” By the 
time the police reached the spot and 
the bloodied bodies of Bhola. Guriya 
and Saroj were lifted, a local politi¬ 
cian was making announvamance on 
a megaphone in the area: *'Do not 
pkk up any lawsris (unidentified) 
objects that may be lying around 
There may be bombs planted inside." 
The warnings were too late for BboU. 
He bad alraidy become the unsua* 
pecciof and mnoceni victim of a 
carefully executed plot. 

Within minutes of Bbola*i death, 
three othan were killed in similar 


could even have gone off if the 
"transistor" was given a sharp jolt 
or a knock The bomb had a 
powerful range (hough—it could 
damage things within a radius of 
fifteen feet Bciemists nf the 
Central forensic Science 
Laboratory (CPSL) who were 
summoned lu the various blasi sites 
by (he south Delhi police chief. 
Maxwell Pereira, have taken 
several samples from the bombs 
back to their laboratories They 
would soon be presenting iheu' 
report on the evsci nature of ihr 
components to the Delhi police Bur 
some of the experts are alreudv 
certain That some parts used ir ihc 
bomb were imparted. 

There is still some conJusion 
about how the bombs iic(u«ill> 
exploded. Initial reports had 
sug^tted that there wa« a iimei 
device fitted tu the tramistor ann 
and the bombs were timed to blast 
off in five mnures, in some cases 
ten. But an examination of the 
bombs showed thot there was no 
such sophistry in their mecham&m 
Tbey went off only il the tiansjvtor 
switch was fiddled with or ui case 
the bomb was given ,i jeik. The 
recovery of rnote thun a do/en 
unexploded bombs from s*>veral 
places in Delhi only suppoiis the 
theory that there wa^i no i lining 
device in the tiny villain. 

gankaranao TAaeur. Msw DaW 


incidents in pjrrs uf south iHihi. ' 
Ramu (20) and Mahesh weie j 
killed when a bomb exploded. ihi> ! 
time in a slum situated close ru Taiii 
Apartments, Kalkaji. Both Kamu and 
Mahesh were labourers from Bihnt 
They had come to the capital lu look 
for work only a few months ago. On 
the morning of 11 May. residents of 
other slums were astounded to find 
Mahesh*s jhug^i blown off by a bomb 
and Ramu's l^y thrown three feet 
out of the jhvggi by (he explosion. 
"Bachao mujhe! Bsm phut gaya 
(Save me X bomb has exploded!" 
were (he only words Ramu could 
utter before he died. Later, residents 
found broken pieces of the plastic 
container which either Rarau or Mah¬ 
esh may have picked up. The find¬ 
ings co^irmed (hat both men were 
among Che last of the victims of the 
carefully planned bomb attack on 
the capital 
MaMii MewMd 
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Akali Dal: A Victory for 

the Hawks ? 

Saul Longotvai'.^ rosignotion is set'n as a surrondcr 
to the cxlremists within Ihr parly 


A kah poliocr look a draraotic 
(urn when ihc Akul) Dal 
leader Sant II arc band Singh 
1.: iC.ijgiiad from (h? 

prc;iJilcn(r4iip rtf the (rarty. Almost 
.Mmuharuaudy the former Punfah 
ill) *f mi/irter l*MkasJi 5iR|h Badal 
/l, •' ^n.iounr'cd that he was quitting 
*t: , post. Thev? dc*'3lop- 
7i* 'ir in the Akali Dul not only 
k.d fhr party vro'kerj but ^ 
Irp majority ol the p^oelc in Pun 
j b f'.'h Tb;*t both the Ah')!! le^tder; 
h;id .surrendered to ;h«. hawk5 within 
(hi Dal heeauftc they did not wum ro 
^tand up h> the new leader^ip uf 
bdlKi Jogmder Smith father of Sant 
Jiwnoil SmghBhmdranwaleund pre< 
scntly ih'. von>'crier nl the nine- 
incmbe. ad hoc ^ommtrtce of ihe 
Ak*di D;i!. 


it generally felt by Punjab 
wns^hrrr (hat San; tonccmal and 
Prak'uh Sjngh Bnrhl have (hrowr *. 
chalknge to (he new ad hot' comir.it 
(ee and to the h.vdlner;: by ie^ii;> 
inft from rheir party poM:.. Br'ih the 
leader* are popular. Radal, lor t^xam 
ple,u even popular with a rot ri'ir of 
the Hindu:. It is generally fol* that 
though the hr.rdlinorr do nut hHvr; 
much of pumcfierl ftrenft'h in th' 
cote they ari' neverhela.ce m o pen 
tinn to expkui the eeniimenis rf ch'^ 
Sikh m?:r<r- 

Thr confrontation belwccr. Ihc 
moderaici^ and the hardtimr. curr«; 
lo ihe fore when ihcM.Vyeai old Baba 
Jogindcr Singh suddenly announced 
ih(' formation of the uJ hoc commie 
rcc. Nobody hod paid much nrtenrion 
to Bnba jnpnder Singh when he 


I arrived in the Golden Temple on 1 
May. He mev^d inio u room adjoin^ 
mg the (community kitchen) 

within Ihc temple complex. News 
men who talked with him that day 
returned convui *cd that Baba Jogin 
dcr Singh was /o Bhindranwale 
But they w ' proved tvrucig. 
Around sc'cn that the 

fotlw'r of the mm who ht'd ruled 
Punjrb for noerly three yurrr. before 
he. diod m June Ir.s' j'jnr, decided •? 
Cr-b the hr:^dJirer. fr- thr next duy. 
Silting ir the olvvcure loom ndjoining 
th< hfigar, the old man is^ucd a 
.vtatumeiil dissolving ihu difleiciit 
factions of the Akali Dal including 
the two headed by Sam Hatch and 
Singh Longnwal and Javhudar Jog 
dev Singh Talvcndi. He then 
appointed the ninc-rromb':' ad hoc 
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committee with himself as ihe absen* 
tee convener to run the affairs of the 
$}kh pamh^ In the cleverly worded 
siatement in Gurmukhi, Baba Jogin* 
dcr Sinfh said: am a humble 
(servant) of the panrh. 1 am i;rateful 
to Sant I^nitowal and Jathcdar Tal- 
wandi who entrusted a small man 
like me lu forpe panrAic unity." The 
.statement was accompanied by 
photocopies of two bnef letters writ¬ 
ten by Lonpowul and Talwandi to 
Baba Jopindcr Singh. In their letters 
the TWO Akali Dal leaders offered to 
accept '*any decision taken by you" 
f(»r pdnrhit unity. Talwandi. heading 
the rival taction of the Akali Dal and 
an arch enemy of LungowaK howev¬ 
er. had inserted a condition m his 
letter. He mencioneJ that he would 
riot be prepared to work under the 
presidentship or the convenurship ol 
Longow.il Babi* fnpinJer Singh 
obviously ohljpud Tilwondi. He 
ir paimed Simranjic.^inghMann, the 
di>mirced IFH officer vurrcncly 
I under detention in Bharatpur jail as 
^ a ;u<pect in the Indira Gandhi assas- 
sjnatiim ca«e, the convenor of the sd 
hoc committee Till his release, Baba 
Jogirder Singh would himself b« the 
cunveiior of the committee. 

The compusiiion uf the committee 
' was mtcicNting It cominisH l^iti- 
, lohra. Badul and Talwandi 

.Ik other foui memheu arr Guiie; 
NiDgh. a furniti officer of the IAS 

h. hud vehigned, llaiindcr Singh a 
I >t Tier Indian diplomat In Nurway 
ui missed by the Indian covernment 
] Ut, kiiakiii<; a statement ogainst Op* 
station Bluestar, Manjlc Smgfu the 
younger brother of the former presi¬ 
dent of the Ail Indian Sikh Students 
federation (AfSSF) Bhai Amrik 
Singh who had been killed during the 
dimy action and Inderjit Singh 
Sekhon. an advocate from Paridkot. 

The convener of the 4cf hoe com- 
miccee, Simranjit Singb Munn is in 
jail while Guncj Singh is under- 
grouad. The Punjab government had 
declared bim a proclaimed offender. 
Hariuder Singh is in Oslo and Manjit 
Singb is also in jail. The four belong 
TO ihe pro-Bhindranwale militant 
camp. Undoubtedly, the action of 
Baba Jogjnder Sin^ being termed a 
bloodless coup by some observers 
came as the biggest surprise lo the 

moderate Akali leaders. The next 
day, Longowal at a press conference 
in Jullundur categorically rejected 
both the dissolution of the perty as 
well as the appointment of the ad hoc 
committee Iwt later altered his •lUie* 
ment with the •fliandmanc that a 
delegates' aesaion of the Akali Da) 
would coaaldv the proposal of Baba 

a der $ln^ on 1/ May. On 8 May, 
)wal under pressure from the 


Death on the Farm 


T he first indication of what wa» 
to come later on 10 May. 
perhaps appeared near the Sadhu 
Ashram on the Hoshiarppur-Unn 
road in Pun tab. It was nearing sin in 
the morning and B^-ypar-olJ 
Chaudhaty Balbir Singh, former 
Member of Parliament and 
president of the Punjab unit of ihc 
Lok Oak was riding down to his 
farms on a moped. He did not 
notice the two men following; him 
on a scooter till they came too near 
for him to escape They pulled their 
scooter alongside and shot him at 
point-blink range—three bullets in 
his neck and Balbir Singh fell dead 
on the spot. His ar^'Mlantr sped 
away. 

As news of daath spread, 
people came out on the streets of 
Hc^iarpur and indulged in lorge 
scale violence and arson In the Dal 
Baaar, Bahadur Chowk, Kanak 
Mandi and Guru Chowk araas of 
Hoshiarpwr, mobs set fire to more 
than three dosen shops and one 
person was slabbed to death. They 
even violated curfew restrictions to 
attack the Sikhs in the town. Two 
constables of the Punjab pulicu 
were also roughed up by the angry 
crowd moving through the streets 
of the town and their motorcycles 
were burnt down. The murder of 
Chaudhary fialbtr Singh had 
created public outrage. Although 
the police took control of the 
situatior^ii fired several rounds in 


the s'.r )ind rc'<*iir(i to a Jathi- 
charge ton<irm gripped 

Il<»$hi'*rf'»'‘ '^nil indeed mosr other 
|Mn> (d Punjab, nil the next day 
when a “Punjab baiidh” was 
dcclaicd ti iv.is uls't the day when 
Baihii SmicJi Chaudhary was 
cremated with lull Hiato honours 
and ill thv prcM-nci* of several 
simitu PuM.i.iti gnvi'riinietit olficiuls 
and 1.<)k 1 )j 1 leaders, inciudmi^ Devi 
tal. bhaiad Yada« and K.nii BiUs 

r4SW.\n 

Chaudhary Balbir Singh is the 
second imporrarn imlitical leader to 
'k at talked by terror Urs m a 
month*-! time Some weeks ago. 
there hiul bi'on '•imiliir ntiack on 
R L Tlb:iiiQ. the Rcncrrl ^-ccretary 
of iho All Indu) Congress 
Commiitru (1), He cf-caped with 
bullet woundr- and <* now on his 
wav to recovery. Chaiidliary Balbir 
Singh was noi lucky. Balbir 
5Ungh. a highly respected man in 
Punjab, has h«;en raising his voice 
against the Sikh extremists for the 
last three year'<. In fact, over the 
pavi fi'W months the Chaudhurl had 
lunm rLceiving a number of threats 
fiom the cxtivmcMs. but he bad 
chnsvii to iguuie them Last month, 
Ins daughiei. who is married and 
settled rn Ainciica, sent him a 
bullet pro4if jackal, bui he refused 
to use n despite his wife's request. 
If he had done * 0 . perhaps he would 
havi- Iwen alive today 
S en ja er Gmt. Anwttav 


hawks in the party cancelled the 17 
May meeting. Even has critics said 
Longowal lacked the courage to 
stand up against Bhindraawale's 
father. But bis supporters are of the 
opinion that the Akali chief started 
feeling disillusioned when a majority 
of the party leaders started supp^ 
ing the proposal put forward by Baba 
Joginder Sin^ quite openly. Even 
Akali leaders like Atma Sio^ and 
Ujagar Singh Sekbon belonging to 
the moderate Badal camp "wel* 
corned" Baba Joginder Singh's prop 
omI, Piaally* Longowel surrenderod 
completely to Baba Joginder Singh 
on B May wbeo be agreed to meet 
bim in a g\^wara at Sultan pur 
Lodhi, about loO kai from Amritsar. 
Tohra was also at the aeating. The 
coup engioMred by Bhindranwale'i 
father bad dos only dathrooed Lon* 

C al but bad made hia the supreme 
i of both cbe AkelJi and the 
Slkbs. 


The qucstio.' that is now upper¬ 
most in (he minds of the people in 
Punjab is: Will Longowal and Badal 
force the hardliners ro step down? 
Whatever the ou'^'ornc, there is a 
feeling that U is men like Badal and 
Longov^al who can negotiate with the 
centre. Since tbe others in the com¬ 
mittee are non political (some are in 
jail; others are underground and 
even the convener. Baba Joginder 
Sio^ does not have any political 
background), cbe new committee 
might not be acceptable to the peo- 
I pie of Punjab. 

I Although the situation in the vil* 
j Uges of Punjab is normal, it is any* 
• body’s guess when things might take 
a turn for the worse and communal 
violence erupts. The tension between 
the two communities is diiceroibla in 
the cietts where Hindus and Sikhs do 
not talk to each other. 
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The Mood After 
100 Yeare 

The AlCCfl) centenury session demonstrated the enthusiosm of the young, 
and frustrations of the oid 


C losing the rwo day so&sion of 
the All India Congress Com' 
Riitleed) at (he Talkarora In¬ 
door Stadium in New Delhi 
the Congress president, Rajiv Gan* 
dht. remarked that (he “level of 
debate aJl through had been very 
high." In 22 hours spread over 4 and 
S May, 71 members of the A1CC{I) 
had spoken from the pulpit on va¬ 
rious re$olutions--oD politics, econo¬ 
mics. on mtemational affairs and on 
affairs of women and the youth AU 
resolutions were passed unanimous¬ 
ly. Not (hit (hare was no opposuion. 
As many u 14 amendments were 
suggested by the speakers. Time was 
short, hence many could not speak 
(169 members were deprived of the 
opportunity to speak b^ause of the 


"paucity of time**); (here would have 
bwo many more. But when the time 
for voting came, it was assumed by 
the chair that all amendments had 
been withdrawn. Hands raised here 
and there against resolutions were 
shooed down. The party clung to the 
fetish of unanimity. Debate yes. said 
the Congressd) leadership, dissent 
no. Of debate, too, there was little. 
For most members, the session was 
only a fdaefonn for sycophancy. The 
oiain ralking-point was eiih^ the 
greatness of Mrs Gandhi or the 
vigour and dynamism of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. So profuse were the members in 
their praise that at times the Cwt- 
gress president was himaelf flush 
with embarrassinont—be would indi¬ 
cate It with a jarring sound of the 


time-bell in his hand. He did this 
once when H.K.L. Bhagat was at the 
microphone. Bhagat spoke little on 
the political resolution—his sul^ 
jeci—and more of the glorious tradi¬ 
tion of the Nehru Gandhi family^ call¬ 
ing Rajiv Gandhi the “fuunb great 
immortal leader of independent In 
dia sdter Gandhi, Nehru and Mrs 
Indira Gandhi.** But that criticism in 
the Congress(I) is still intolerable 
wes clear. It remained outside tte 
indoor stadium and came only in 
whispers—from people who had no¬ 
thing much CO lose. 

R. Mohan, oiember of the Coimbt' 
(ore disiHct Congress commit(ee 
made e complaint that baa long been 
worrying many a Congrasiman 
"Organisational elections In tbe par- 









ty must be held soon,*’ he said. 
' because disMfttii/ec(ion is filtering 
down to rhe tower levels m some 
j areas. The effect uf the central party 
I working has not reached us as yet but 
once it does, we shall have to find a 
way to fight it.“ 

Harbachan SinRh from Haryana, 
another district-level worker, said 
how difficult it had become for “an 
old man like me** to say anything in 
(he party. ‘*1 agree youth should be 
given its place...It is good but «re also 
have worked for the party, we have 
some experience but the Corigros 
seema to have closed its doors on the 
older generation " There was, among 
the older generation of Congress 
' men, the distinct feeling that this 
session had marked a turning point, 
the '*erosion of basic Congress values 
had begun.” The disappearing khadi 
; and its replacement by polyester, the 
I vanishing Gandhi caps and safari 
suits were visible all around. ‘‘Some* 
times,** said a veteran <»f ren AlCC 
sessions, “whan I look around I feel 1 
have come to the wrong place." 

There was another group that fell 
rather misplaced during the entire 
aesaion; they were once known as 
Saajay Gasdhi*s storm-troopers, now 
they are a tribe in disarray. As the 
Guwahati Congress teisioc in 
November 1976 the then Congress 




presideni. Mrs Indira Gandhi, had 
complimented them by saying; “You 
have stolen our thunder." This time 
the (hunderbirds cooled their heels 
either in the viewing galleries or 
outside the session itself. Saniay 
Gandhi was completely blacked out 
of the AlCCfll meeting on S May. 
Not a photograph, nut even a word un 
him anywhere. Leaders who had 
once carried his chappa/s in their 
hands and called him their “rehou- 
ma" (the only hope of India's future) 
were not prepared to make a men¬ 
tion of him 00 record. This session, 
for all practical purposes, has buried 
his memory. Indeed one Delhi 
Pradesh CQngres.s Committee mem> 
ber went on to remark, "There is 
already an entire party running in 
liis name, why should we have him 
hefe?" 

There were also those who have 
been openly challenging the 

party leadership in every fomm, like 
Bhagwat Jha Azad. the fonner union 
labour minister. He has. in the last 
few weeks, crossed swords with the 
government even on the floor ol the 
Lok Sabha, having taken ministers to 
task and grilled theni with surprising 
ferocity. Throughout the session. 
Aaad restainad di^assionata. For 
the geueral member of the AICCfl) 
dus sesaion had nothing much tu 




uffer-^nly a political me/a where he 
ate and drank and clapped after long 
speeches. The lucky one also gnt to 
present a petition to someone impor¬ 
tant. But he did not go back any wiser 
on the Congress' policy ur its func 
lioning. For P. Lingadhroman nf 
Cochin this was the first AlCC ses> 
siun. What did he feel? "Nothir^ 
much. My only great satisfaction is 
that T saw *hc great leader Rajiv 
Candhi." Hovk many debates on re¬ 
solutions did he listen to? "What 
resolution? My state leaders wanted 
me to come to see Delhi so 1 came. So 
! here I met a few other Congressmen. 

I So the two days passed." But there 
were always enough people at hand 
who were singing the praises of the 
"historic session” of the AJCC(I). 
Said K. Brahmananda Reddi, who 
had from the podium, made the most 
laudatory of speeches. "I have sel¬ 
dom seen an AlCC session pass such 
well-thought-out resolutions. The 
new leadership under Rajiv Gandhi 

is really set to take the country 
towards the twentyfirst century- 
...What could be a more welcome sign 
than that." 

O n a while platform, under the 
glare of arc-lamps and the gase 
of porcraus of Gandhi, Nehru, Mrs 
Indira Candhi and Rajiv Gandhi him- 




seif. cin of ConfiresN )c<MJer^( 
Puny president Raiiv CimJhi wus 
flanked hv the upn^ workinj: piesi 
dent, Kjrn^<puri Tripulhi >iml Aii- 
C(1) gcneiol !»e<;reTory. Hoiondra I 
Kumari Raj pin. Othoi kvtiiTv- •Pru* 
nab Mukherjee. Vjr.i.simhd Rum. | 
Gunclu Rao. K. Karuciak it.m, )* Sluv | 


SPECIAL REK)RT 

' iihankar. A.B.A. Gbani Khan 
Cha^dhiiry. Sttaram Kesri and Dar* 
barj Sin^ lunk turna to «t behind ' 
the party president aad whisper inio ! 
Ins ears. Everytine bis company , 
changed, the photographers went on 
a clicking spree. L^ser lights, those | 
who did not have the unction to sit i 


with the hig league, came learning 
onto the podium time and again to 
say something or the other lu Rajiv 
Gandhi. And again the photo¬ 
graphers clicked. Behind the podium 
sto^ pariiamenrary Secretary Arun 
Singh end political adviser Makhan 
Ul Koiedar. ovcr>ce»nK the proceed 


A hcipins blind: tVorkliv prusHkiit KamUifMli IrifHMbi hctAg hdped bt ('oagrrw preUfmi Rajb <*dndhi end tren^^urer Sltumm 
Krsri (behind) tn \iia»d up dunn* ihr lunch rwev' on 4 Me* 
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ings. And io front—in the large axeiu* i 
which more often witnesses games of J 
basket ban and table wnRU—the i 
membors ot Jic <tiCC<l) whose seats | 
mostly lemained wmpiy. 

Attendance was p.j%^ist«ntly 
embarraising. Spokesraeri of the 
AICC(1) tried to explain it away i 
saying the tight security arrange> 
monts had deterred many people > 
from comin,**, in. But one could find [ 
Che reasons elsewhere—in the lun- | 
cheon puadal. on railways and air 
Unes ric!;ei counters, everywhere in 
the stadium compound Members, it 
seemed ^ preferred spending time 
drinking tea and coffee and mun 
ching mack< oi rjueueing up at the 
ticket CQuntcrf or just gossiping in 
cluster:: b>rro and there. It was the 
boys and girL of the Sewa Dal who 
filed indoors tu give the session a 
more respectable look And whett 
Rajiv Gandhi wac ..way. even they 


GcuJ. Ra(> (kiglKt i^iag w YegTiadfb Uakt'wifa dertnjt the AiCCdt 

liCt :a»Jcwwd (c (here Hv is itrscluUon, not a decl;^c.iion t/hlch 

replaced by >^m%7on>. elte ever. b«* .vautd incorpor:ttc all matt.rs, bt't 

fore .un uud«i.«..ud of and small 

his job. A*id ihn cau.^iw I- uc Irritations if any, to th^ Concr . 
utcorep.(cat person 'vho ca*a<oi do leadership esme only trem oo;. >i. 

justice to the utganisi-cion.'' He from the prss;. In his openin': ' > 

added that the Congress, at s few ai&rks. the Congracs president ref<ir 

placas bad gxvwn the go-ahced to ring to the arms race on thj ',ub 

‘cmninals’'tofi^ttheelcciiontasi. continsm, h?d raid Wi 
i.julk oi :vbuh tbo partv Io'm xais they (Pakistan; tre do'. -lopiiu: »v/{ 

LAdli-iSugc Ksi-iiiluJdir., ♦paak-ng Icar wcapoi...,This has JcmpelLd 

on the economic .vselatioki. ro- to look into various aspect: of rlii.; 

matked (hat orgkr.iwOtM3n« lU:u the question acd to see what action vv.'i 

state electricity b^hrdi .verc the should take." A news agency had 

most mismanaged xctSLicuttoas in the interpreted the remark to suggest 

countky. They 2y3nprcduc- diLc India was ready to review its 

ing fifty per cent re^cc. Others had nuclaat policy. '*ls that responriblc 

more general comptaints to make— journalism?*' Rajiv Gandhi asked 

tbeinrii.cUntimplutfi^ncationof the teraely, looking cowards the press 

Nationil Rur^l p mpli^ y.p^ “.r Prog- gallery He then went on to restate 

raoMoe (NRSP^ the :%«w .*oi;d India's nuclear stance— in the well- 
Rural Devaiopinert known words of Mrs Indira Gandhi. 

(IRDP). shortages of watei supply, che person, who in absentia had most 
(be ne^ for more mdusirialiaacioa dsminated the first session of the 
In a Mnicular area etc. All these AiCCft) after her assassination. 






SPECIAL REPORT 


Old Hands, New Policies 


today Where does It go from h«re? achieved try our party president. 
The (wo>day AICC(I) session at the He U the only man who can give the 
Talkatofa Indoor stadium in New country stability, and that is why 
Delhi ^oved to be a gauge for the his party is so successful." Another 
members of the party. Sunday minmerial colleague of Rajiv Can* 
spoke to a cross-section of Con* dhi, K. P. Sin^ Deo, minister uf 
gressmen. big and small, from all state for person nu) and ad mi nistrai 
parts of the country. The response, ive reforms, felt that his party was 
inevitably, reflected a range of led by a man who had the unflin* 
opinion. There was no dearth of chjng support of the Indian popu* 
members—specially those who Uce. “In such a situation, nob^y 'is 
wanted their comments recorded, in a position to challenge the Con* 
who showered nothing but praise grtfss today., it is stronger chan It 
nn the leadership and saw nothing aver was.** The vigorous health of a 
but a bnght future ahead for the party blessed by Mrs Gandhi and 
partV-“Never before," said K K. L. led by the dynamic Rajiv Gandhi 
Bhagec, minisier for parliamentary was a common rol, ain. There was a 
affairs, “has there been such a general feeling among Congiess* 
feeling of buoyancy and enihu* men that the party was destined for 
siasm. And all this has been a more historic role. But there were 

^ as many warning notes during the 
I seesion. In fact, some came even 
^ official platform. One 

^ I the first to doso was K. Karunakar* 

Kerala chief minister, who 
^ I spoke on the political resolution of 

^ the Congressll). “If there one 
enemy thet the Congres has today, 
is the Congressmen themselves," 
^ \ he said. “Congressmen should cun* 
infKghtmg.**they are trying to 
climb on each other’s backs to get 
' u *1 V prominence. “ His remarki, 
^ ' \ perhaps, came in the light of the 

^ changes that the party had to make 

in Its political resolution on pro- 
.& tests from a group of Congressmen* 

those who spoke off the re* 
' ' * . \ cord were easier with their views. 

^ The most common concern seemed 

^ to be the orgeiiisationeJ elections in 

the Congress which the leadership 
*^ ^ has been putting off for almost 15 

years. “We cannot understand why 
4 the parry is doing so*..Why cannot 
^ ^ they have elections and reinforce 

^ the confidence in the party cadres? 
We have worked so hard for the 
P*^^y» got such good results, why 
V cannot the leadership now do some- 

thing for partymen?" asked a 
^ j senior party member from Bihar, 

Another party hand from Mabar* 
aahrra frit that the delay elec* 
tiens was leading to “some disillu- 
the ranks. People 
thought that Rajiv Gandhi at 
announce 

but...” member of Parliament 
Rajasthan gave a good ex* 
pUnation; “Only those who do not 
hold any positions today want elec- 
tietti...tal^ my example. I vuntrol 
■t the AKCll) idf the party urganisation in my die* 


F or Congressmen, the party's re¬ 
cent past has b^n momentous 
OctolKr ]9g4 and 51 Elecember 
19A4 are current history and the 
two dates are indelible in the mem¬ 
ory of the Congressmen. The abrupt 
departure of Mrs Geodhi and xhe 
two tempestuous months which 
were followed by the emphatic 
arrival of Rajiv Gandhi. On these 
two fectors stand the hopes and 
fears, expectations and 
apprehensions of Congressmen to¬ 
day. Rut surely the dark shadow 
cast on .^1 October is beginning to 
be dwarfed by the spirit of 51 
l>ecember. Mrs Gandhi has almost 
become a part of bitter memory. 
Ra)iv Gandhi's leadership is the 
renliiy in which the party lives 








crict. Why should I want things to 
change with party elections? It is 
simple." 

With a change at the helm, new 
grounds for complaint have been 
prepared. Among the older mem- 
hers of the party—those who claim 
to have begun work for the Con¬ 
gress during the freedom move* 
nient—a distinct level of disen¬ 
chantment was evident. One gentle¬ 
man, bent with age. bespectacled 
iind unable to walk without assist* 
ince had braved his way to the 
‘^'alkatora indoor stadium on the 
first drc* ed in fresh fchadi :ind 

tlAj’’ * ' ^ Tf > ha<) • ' 

y.‘i her ' - ‘i.« * woTkt* 

•icoitec' * ' oonda*’ *md p.'e 

iilm I •:hn i ^ • rher- rnrouHl' 

OMC t)w .• i> hHotu him go 

to the hall whe**!* the i>rtir ot 

I he AICC(I) were going on. The 
n.*xt day the uld Congressman wus 
not seen. He seemed to have be- 
' ome irrelevant like most old Con* 
gress members. '‘There is too much 
importance being given to the 
youth," said Vidyasagar Coswami, 
1 "special invitee" from eastern 
Uttar Pradesh. "Too much is left to 
them without ever taking into 
count (he experience that we 
have.” said he. Another section, 
however, maintained that youth in 
(he Congress was only a misnomer. 
"Where is the youth?” asked one 
youth Congressman angrily. '‘Look 
•sx the cabinet of Rajiv Gandhi* 
. .look at the chief ministers he has 
ol] around the country...bairing a 
few they are all from the old lot. 
The only important youths the par* 
ty has, are the Prime Minister and 
his close circle of advisers.” Com¬ 
plaints inevitably centred around 
the "rentralism” in the party, the 
absence of "enough discussion,** 
the <|uestion of "inaccessibility of 
the parry president,” and the new 
'‘power centres” that have buiU up 
around Rajiv Gandhi. But nobody 
protests openly. 

The change in the Congressfl) 
leadership end the reshuffles here 
;jnd there rhai followed, have cre¬ 
ated new groups in the party. They 
mostly comprise new disgruntled 
elements. Even leaders of tbe Con- 
gresB(f) agree that In a party like 
theirS lobbies and opiuiun-groupa 
are inevitable. But did natters 
come to a head during this session 
of the Congressft)? It is now only 
(oo welMumwn that the original 
draft of the economic resolution to 
be i^pr^ by the AlCCfl) had 
almott predpitited a crisis in the 
party. A last*ainute redraft, amph* 
asising socialism as tha basic phi- 


a.jTA '' ' i 

... 


aiMf twr graadsoii from Msdhyj Pradrsti >l ihr cICf’lH 'inn 


tosophy of the paitv and underlin¬ 
ing the imponance of the public 
sector, saved the day, Those whu 
had opposed the original resolti- 
t)on^.4ilready being i.ilkeii jbuul in 
political circles of the capital as the 
"radical group"—had their $3y, 
which only proves their strength. 
Has the new leadership of Rajiv 
Gandhi already begun to face the 
push and pull of iaternal pressures? 
A former union minister, now only 
a Member of Parliament remarked: 
"Parcymen will bring on pressure 
every dne (be leaders try to devi* 
ate from the basic principles of the 
Congresi . A small group of leaders 
cannot take so many parrymen for 
granted.** 

But (hen another section main¬ 


tained theiu iiad been no cb'jnge at 
all in the puny leudvrship's think¬ 
ing. Thvy 'MU giily trying to “suit 
thv basic prijiciplec with ihv chang¬ 
ing times.” A scaiemvni that was 
correborateJ, ihough in an eniirely 
different teiie, came from a party- 
man from Delh'. Said be: "The 
Congress in the time uf Mrs Gandhi 
was criticised for being domiaated 
by a funnly. Have things changed 
today? Are they any better? What 
were the criticisms in Mrs Gandhi’s 
time? No inner-party democracy 
and nu dissent. Things ore very 
much the same today.” He was, 
however, sporting a Rajiv Gandhi 
badge on his k(trra. 

$ankm9hm YMwr, New 0«M 


Sl’M'IAI. KMHIKI 








SPECIAL REPORT 


Congress for Sodafism 


T he economic recoluiion ai the 
AICC(l) session soughr to clear 
ail doubts when it declared “unu* 
quivocaliy*' the parly's commit 
ment to socialism and the public 
sector. Paragraph after paragraph 
in the document presented at the 
meet reminded ihe delegates and 
everybody concerned that the Coo* 
greas was siUl firm on its avowed 
path of socialism and gava the pub^ 
lie sector a pivotal role in the 
development of the economy. It 
vehemently denied that the Con* 
gres6<I) had moved away from the 
socialistic path. ' »r anybody still 
have any doubts, the resolution 
elaborated. ‘'Socialism has beim 
our goal because in India's social 
and economic conditions, no other 
IVay was conceivable for solving the 
problems of the people." 

Yet, this was not the meosage 
conveyed in the original draft of 
the resolution presented by finance 
minister V.P. Singh to the Con* 
press Working Comioitieo <CWCi. 
The finance minister's resolution 
had, in fact, sought to Justify the 
change in stance by the govern* 
ment in its economic policies by 
slating, “in the process of con* 
linued deveioproent. the policy in* 
siruments relevant to one stage 
cannot be treated as permanently 
sacrosanct. Kor are they ends in 
iliemselvei." It is obvious then that 
the rewriting of the resolution was 
a last minute attempt to preempt 
the anticipated outburst frum 
several Congressmen perturbed by 
the government’s "rightist lean* 
mgs" evideni in the union budget, 
the export import policy, the elec 
ironies policy and the innumerable 
policy changes effected by the new 
team at the helm. 

The rumblings against the gov¬ 
ernment's pro-capitalist and "pro* 
rich" cconotoic policy had b.^gur. 
soon after the budget* It is learned 
that as many as 130 Congre:;sf]i 
MPs had expressed strong opposi* 
tion to the budget and subsequent 
concessions to the private sector. 
About a week before the AlCC 
session several MPs had even be* 
gun to openly voice their intention 
to hit out against the government's 
economic policy at the twoday 
meet Repms to tbc effect had 
begun trickling in from several 
newspapers. The discontent was 
plain and it was obvious that any 
resolution seeking to justify the 
change in economic thought would 


be hotly debated. po»>ibly culmi¬ 
nating in 0 showdown betwtren the 
pro and anti lobbies* 

It wob therefore decided at the 
eleventh hour to recast the entire* 
resotuiicn to bring into focus a 
renewed cemmitment to socialistic 
values. It i:. noM learned tiiot the 
draft committee of the CWC com¬ 
prising Pranab Mukherjee, D^r* 
bara Singh, Narasimha Rao anJ 
Srikani Vermc.. worked til) the ear¬ 
ly hours of ihe mor((<rtgeveii «*ti 'h% 
lost day tu »\UI«f(tlf\. tVJUlu 

tion. Th.‘ * ffi rt w«.s not m v..ui,... 
was app.*re*t iliv r.ext iMorMiii«; 
After the fir^i clirkv pi.ragiiipic. 
which were lei-iutd fruiJi ciiv ui* 
ginal draft, the coniiuiitev iiuu 
added five long paragraphs luking 
nearly three pages in the 12 page 
long resolution emi^asising the 
"socialist strategy of development'* 
of the Congrcssll). "ftaginning with 
a firm commUincm lo socialism." it 
went on to stress that it had "fol 
lowed this path sivodfsstly despite 
the viron^t opposition of vested in* 
teres ts.’* 

The AICC(I) the rokoluiion 
Slated, rciuratc's its strong commit 
nwrit to the fundamentals of the 
UKiul and oennomit strategy laid 
down by Jawahurlul Nchvu and In* 
dira (jundhi. On the publk vector, 
the phraseology wuv oven mote 
emphatic. "Thu public sector iv the 
sheet unchor of India's progress," 
the resolution maintained. "It i. 
only by strengthening tho public 
sector thut the objective of self 
reliance (can be achieved)". And if 
that was not forceful enough, the 
document v.'ent on: "It tho working 
class today feels that it iv in the 
vanguard of national development, 
the credit gOw^s tv the* visionaries 
who concjivvd of the public scctoi* 
as the cnpmv of g.".«wth and 
equity." 

The* \wxt p;<i:.gr~ipli dwelt oo the 
meritr. of th.^ 30-potii. progrv,nme 
which “symbcILej. ihv growth with 
social justice ob>ectivr." Thv Cen- 
gresstl). the resclution maintained, 
"has nvver believed ir. the trickle 
down effect of grov’th " 

Perhaps, whai is «ven more sigiu* 
ficaiit chan the adduicos made to 
tho draft, is the part deleted from 
the original. While there were 
several sentences rephrased or de* 
leted in part, there was only one 
paragraph which was struck off in 
toto. It read: "Strengthening of the 
growth impulses of the economy 


ihrough ubsorption of modern tocb* 
nology and through appropriate fis* 
cal and legislative changes was Im* 
perative tv sustain the tempo of 
indus.iria] development. In the pro* 
ces« of continued development the 
policy in*truinentj ivlovanc to one 
ciugc cannot be tr.;ated as per* 
munwiitly sucroi^nct. PJor ore they 
wnd.> in chemselv^;,. Th*:; AICC(I) is 
convin^wd chut in laking steps to 
niodi/nLc ihc' economy, the gov* 
* hor. act;*u yju the policy 

l.•crAiw.. ih.i imd m>.iu«vd during 
JiL pwiivd iytfO*dV iw d4*fiS.'* 

Tw b« uii Vo V.? Singh's docu* 
muit. il<« v*lgk,,ui di .ft did call for 
t4.aink,<ihii*K •* • for the pub* 
lie mC the sue uutUnud in the 
:evcH(l* plan approach paper. This 
was (.ndor^vd by the working com* 
mitiwe Tliv Oiigiiiwl document also 
gave a "crucial voL" lo the public 
sector in dcvclopaiCAi (which was 
changed ^<J "central rele" in the 
final pepcj ) Finally, the first draft 
hud aLu ,^iade a fleeting reference 
to "obi avowed socialistic objac* 
tivo." Blit whuk ihw finance minister 
did not do then u» hummer in 
the puiHi rcpwwudly. Yev on the 
d;<y wh^n tlk« aev/ look resolution 
v,ies finally pr.^.ntbCi at the Sunday 
ACkSion, thv finance minister VUh* 
v,onath Pruiop Siogh's intervention 
in the Jubyte waa ;:ignific».nt. Hu 
talked at length ubouv ih,; very 
poijtis that hv hud left out of his 
d..J^ «,.;d riiich the vMu’king coni* 
mitic*. hud adJaJ->»orial security, 
crop insurance, re Irene hme^nt com* 
Pvnsaiicn, higher wages for bonus 
calculation. His defence of tho pub* 
lie Mcto. and reiteration to the 
ccmmitmvni to socialism was even 
moru emphatic than the rephrased 
rcsoliiticn. "Forget it if you think 
that the policies towards the public 
sector have changed under Rajiv 
Gandhi," void the pocked sea* 
dium. "The private succor cannot 
axis: for a ^ingU day wihoui the 
public bectoi on whusc shoulders it 
stands." he asserted. 

The finance minister had clearly 
su;.v:umbed to pres»urc. But the 
question that is far more relevant 
today than whether he bowed to 
pressure or not, is: Does Che despa* 
rate last minute change in the eco¬ 
nomic resolution really reflect a 
rethinking on the part of the gov* 
emment? Or, was it plain rhetoric 
to camouflage the changes brought 
about over the past months? 


A gpeeier 


Mew OiM 
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Hall of Fame 


The venue of the first session of the Congress vvili be commemorofed in December 


morblc plaque, nkuch bas chc in:«crip 
non: **(0 this historic hall 00 the 28 
December 188S, a band of loj^u) pot- 
riots Uid the foundation of the Indi* 
an National Congress which during 
these SO years has been built up. 
stone by stone, tier by tier, by the 
faith and devotion, courage and sec* 
rilice, of countless men and womon. 
at the pledge and symbol of the 
uivinciblc purpose to secure India 
their moihcrlaod. her legitimate 
birthright of Swaraj. This tablet is 
placed to commemorate the occasion 
of iu golden jubilee, 28 December 
1935 . 

The Congress centenary celebra* 
tions have begun. In the hundredth 
year of the party, the 42*year*oId 
president of the Congresad). Rajiv 


Gandhi, who like the Indian National 
Congress, was born in Bombay, has 
sei the bell rolling for the historic 
commemoration. When the inaugura¬ 
tion took place on 6 May in New 
Delhi*s Indira Candhi Sports Com* 
plex (formerly known as the Indrap* 
rastha Indoor Stadium), there wfs 
space for 25,000 people. The first 
meeting uf the Indian National Con* 
grcci. on 26 December. 188lt, howev* 
er, was not such a grand affair. Whan 
the Ookuldas Tejpal Sanskrit Col* 
lege Hall (it was later renamed Vis* 
sanji Memorial Hall, to honour a 
president of the Cokuldas Trust) was 
the venue a hundred years ago, **very 
close to 100 gentlemen“ attended (is 
srared in the Report of the tint 
Indian Narional Congress, |gg.^ a 


T ejpel auditorium in Bomboy*s 
Gowalia Tank is a favourite 
haunt for theatre buffs. Adja¬ 
cent to the auditorium is the 
Sir Machuradas Vissanji Memorial 
Hall, which is now rented out for 
marriages. The Tejpel Memorial 
complex IS more than a hundred 
years old. In fact, chc importance of 
the green<oloured complex, which 
overlooks the August Kranei Maidon 
(the Gowalia Tank maiden was the 
spot from where Mahatma Candhi 
delivered the historic '‘Quit India** 
speech on 9 August 1942) 1$ not 
known to many Bombay it es who go 
there round the year either to see 
plays or attend marriages. 

Hidden behind some peen bushes 
in front of the memorial ball is a 
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party publication) ThoHalHnCowa 
lia Tank had become the venue by 
accident. The meeting was origmaily 
■cheduled to be held in Pune. A 
sudden chnlera epidemic in Pune 
brought the patriots to Bombay's 
Gowaiia Tank area. The haU of the 
Sanskrit College was made available 
fur the meeting by the Tejpal Char¬ 
ities tree ol cost. < Even now. the trust 
does n<»t charge money lor reiigious 
functions. A Durgapuja isheld in the 
hall every year) The Congress I) had 
decided to hold a meeting of the 
Congress Working Committee in the 
hall on 29 December (his year, m 
which certainly mure than one hun* 
dred gentleman will be piesent 
(though the CWC dues not have so 
many members, including the in* 
'virces. the strength of a CWC meet¬ 
ing these days reaches over a hun 
dred). 

Tite Tejpal Charities iiicidentallv 
came into being due to a wiJJ left 
behind on 19 Niivember 1SB7 by Sir 
(•okuldas Tejpai. a cotton and textile 
merchant from Kurch, Cujarat. (In* 
cidemally. exactly ^0 years alter 
this. 19 November 19)7, Indira Gan* 
dhi was born. 1 The trust is engaged in 
philanthropic activity and the 100 
year-old complex is well looked after. 


JM THIS HISlOPIC HALL 

I THE 28 ™ PECEMBa WM 
LLSHf PAfWOTS JUP THE fVm^e 

Ml mmkss 

iHDO£yOTtOB,CBOIiA6E^^ 


naiional monument If national spirit 
is to grow, then hallowed spots like 
these cannot be neglected. That rhe 
August Krami Maidan and the Te* 
jpal complex are located close to 
each other has apparently not sti uck 
anyone's imagination so iar. A rare 
combination of the spot where the 
Indian National Congress was oorn 
and the spot from where the “Quit 
India” clarion call was given cannot 
be ignored frnn) the point of view of a 
national monument. In India, howev* 
ur. history is not given due import* 
ance. There is a memorial column tn 
the August Krami Maidan, erected in 
1970. While the plaque commemorat* 
ing the first Congress session at the 
Tejpal complex and the one com* 
memorating the “Quit India” call at 
the Gowalia Tank Maidan are not 
easily visible, what strikes the eye at 
the memorial column in the August 
Kranti Maidan is the way in which 
city fathers of Bombay have intmor* 
talised themselves. Prominently visi¬ 
ble are two plaques; "Gandhi Memo¬ 
rial Column, inaugurated by Shri 
V.S. Page, chairman.Gandhi Smarak 
Nidhi. Bombay, 2 October 1970. 
Shoomr puje by Dr M. N. Dasai, 
municipal conunissioner for Greater 
Bombay. 5 August 2970”. These pla¬ 
ques. in English and in Marathi, 
perhaps show Indian mentality at its 
lowest. Even while commemorating 
(he great leaders, names uncon* 
nect^ with history ara sought to be 
iounoiialised. 


Bbcis C.>fyiitas tclpel AadHortwn 









Ai ih« end of IM fac«. it’a ova^ lo 'he MRF 
lachrwranSw. 7Mhr»g \o* Ami liuiid-up m t tyre wjin an 
alacironic pyromatar 


It s Uus* rna v«fy same tyiesthat you use on 
city*roa(}s. are repeatedly tested t>y MRK on 
race and rally tracKs around the country 

There s a simple reason why On a race track a 
tyre IS suP;ecied to severe torture and strain. In 
just Sin hou'S on the trach. a tyre goes through 
more than halt Us ute ^Something that woutd 
laKe more ihan a year on a city road. 

Which rnedhs we get our test resuiis mat much 
idSter And vou gel art unproved product that 
much quicker. 


U s a testing technique developed our 
collaborators 6 F Goodr^h oi the USA, people 
who build tyres tor the NASA Space Shuttle 
i^rogramme. 

And Since MRF tests cuyiyres on the race*lracK. 
you can be sure mat when we win, you loo are 
winning. With lyres that are set1ir>g new standards 
tor grip handfing, imreage, durability and sheer 
staying power. 


The mce-tmch Is our laboratory. 

TYRES 

Tym with Miisde 

MRf Tyfes are mede ir« technical ceeaboration wnn 0 f Ooodnch Compeny pi US A. 
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' SPECIAL REPORT 

The Koran Controversy 

A writ petition to ban the holy book is /iJed in the Calcutta High Court 


eTween March 1$ and 2Z 
the secretary, depart¬ 
ment uf home, government 
of West Bengal, received a 
letter from Chand Mai Chopra dated 
16 March 198S from 2S, BunoJIa 
Street. Calcutta 700007. The home 
secretary, Rathin Sengupta. did not 
pay much heed to the letter. In fact 
in his own words, he does not remem¬ 
ber that such a letter had u»me to 
him. 

This letter among other things 
made a ''request for the forfeiture of 
the Islamic book Koran." The letter 
said, "In terms of section 05 CrFC 
reed with section 153A and 2^5 AIPC 
every copy >4 the book is liable to be 
forfeited by the government if the 
book contains words or sayings which 
promote, on grounds of religion, dis¬ 
harmony, enmity, hatred or ill will 
between different religious cum< 
I munities or which i)Utrage the reli* 
[ gious feelings of any class of citizens 
of India ur imult the religion or 
religious beliefs of that clas.s of pec^ 
pie. This is so." the letter claimed. 
'Svhctheriht bonk is a classic or an 
epic, religious or temporal, old or 
new." 

It went on to claim that the "Isle 
i mic book Koran was blatantly guilty 
j of each one of the above offences end 
' thus squarely deserves to be de¬ 
clared forfeited by the government 
in terms of the a^ve provisions of 
law." The letter then quoted English 
translations of the Koran stating 
Sura A and Ayat (it did not say which 
translation; there are a munber of 
such English translations in the mar 
ket) and said that the Koran "incited 
violence, religious enmity, hatred 
and ilhwiU," 

The home secretary did, whai any 
normal person would have done; he 
ignored the letter. After all a lot of 
cranks keep on writing such letters 
to the government. In the words of a 
senior civil servant, "the home de¬ 
partment continuously receives 
crank mail. Unless it is something 
very serious we simply put it on our 
files and forget about it." 

In fact, this was not the first of 
twb letters received by the home 
department on the subject. Another 
letter dated 20 July, 1064 written by 
one Himangihu Ki^ore Chekraborty 
af 12/A/A. Fesupetl Bhattecherya 
Road, lahila, Calcutti 700034. wu 


Mbnaeea Piblte 

OtpartMnti Oevempant prVeat Oengal^ veeldlnR et 
i 2 >n< .'i/'l a‘>2a«nly and aay an 

I foUpar I- , r X. . - f. -. ..♦ •-' ‘ - 

V* •«* 2 atAte that eeeeratng to the IsUele beiSef tiin llnlj 

I Quran la • lAvine Book* It ftmcalni the eorda et OeU Alrlghty 
reveeXed at llle Beet Tropbet HuberAad* The veraea of tha Holy 
Quran vere sa^ raveaXed on Uia heppenlnea pf partieuXar events 

uAi) ItP necu and every versa hws a eonnotatinn oi xta o«n end 

I 

on dlffermt anJ aoparnte baekground* 

2* «»• I fu«*tber e ute that aa the Holy Qufen is a Divine Be 

no earthly power can ait upon jbdgMnt on it onl no Court of la 
has joriadletlen to adjudloate !(• Thn Uoiy Booka likn the Cura 
the BlblOi the Oeeta^ the Orentli Ocitib, atu« or their trmal^ 

I tlona eennet be ttae aubjee^ wetter a of adjudication in a ^oort 
lee» all lloly SOipturoe --aa leeune ftnai judicial aorutiny* 
i 

• 3« »»« 2 eubqtt tket tKla ble Ceu*'t hae no juriadletlun 

te pronoun 00 o JirlMeont un XS.e sUM«J| Uta iinli* wcrlptur« mX the 
nuallwa ell ove^ UD’-oridi onc i eLil ovwry i>l’ «hleik| •• 

j cecardlDc to tho Isltado beli^', 1 * unaXter<tbla* 

i 

s 

14* There lf| aa fer aa Icnown to wa. nn country in the lo 

! where th^^re ve no ywaelec their reiicien^ not to sentl 

the oouiitriat where the whole eowulotlon Relieve la Islsr and 
I the Hrtlv Cur«i, f^mw ^he tis-n nf !irltl«h Ihila lAd elneo InOopen 
dineei inspita of the ivUan bcnei V'lm in oAiotoncoi the 

hei nevim been nneb ri: enoXitatl-jo In anv Court in lOiU: • 


Pbewepi af Wm Bcagal 


's vrB appUcattai te Um Korin cast 
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also received by tha deparuneot and 
whan it was not replied to anocher 
reminder was sent by the same per* 
son on 14 August 1$84. 

However, Chandmal Chopra's let* 
ler held a threat which the depan- 
ment did not cahe into account . The 
lasr paragraph satd, ‘‘Now you are 
finally re<)uesred to take necessary 
steps in this behalf within seven days 
of the receipt hereof, failing which 
such legal steps may be ukeo as 
advised to us. This may please be 
treated as a notice demanding jus* 
tice " 

It became dear within a month to 
Chopra that the government did not 
think much of the letter or the 
scheme <if action. So he decided to 
move and did something unpre¬ 


cedented in Indian legal history; 
challenged the Koran in a court of 
law and nearly got away vdth it due 
to a judge who felt sheought to give 
ear to what any petitioner says be* 
cause she wot^ not turn anyone 
down. 

On 29 March 198S, the advocaie on 
record, government of West Bengal. 
R.C. Deb. received a notice from 
Chand Mai Chopra stating that he 
wished to move a writ periiion in 
person before Justice Padma Khasta* 
gir on 1 April. He also enclosed a 
copy of the writ petition. It was 
jointly moved by Chand Mai Chopra 
and Sital Singh who slated his 
address was 1, Munshi Sadarudding 
Street, Calcutta 700007. Both 
claimed to be “engaged in venous 


'.4vameaat every «eay et « beo4 uutm ineltee rutaoeei auuri^ 
uUVe UenguiU^l areaesee« en grogud of foUgl«« feeXlaga ef 

Ostre^ besveen Mrffnt follgloua ecMalttee | > 

HI'* Ineelie ^taer reiigl^e or reililoje Nllefe ef ot&ee 
g .«nuntt|«C tcj IbAa* 

the XernAf aie» nnelt *‘3ur*is*» tSM e^Oiliea 
reitgi'^ui beev af (be fnialiaa tne weein evea vrtotea ertglaally In 
tna SPAbla AVtUebie thr’MgBeut laAa In toe neiglAal Arable 
"tr la Itt trendtiee la OrAr» B«naalt» Btadl* %gll* ebe* la 
Qi faele fvUty ef eeeH *e sT the ab^ve efreaeea. 

4. Fbp euvle» la aer* 9< Mat »• tM beoh e«Fe» Mbmi 

the aaereo nnntte er« ever* Aay tae lAolateea vbeteeer yae fine 
tneB« Arrest tbee, beelii# U 0 r- xte la aabett ■veiysbero 
for tbee'S la MTA 4a, M"t 9^, it a«ai la 

/.iUb*e tnetae* Tboae vba fellov Ola afe ruthieM be Ibe 
unbelteaeea but peroUel to «e •aether* Theougb Aee All A eetka 
to eorase tae tabaiiefore*. la Jereb 4t« ayeb Ibt It 

any a '^Tae tree beiieaere are taes* vbo ba«a falbb la AUib eari 
HI a apoetie *04 aeter 4oubb| aaii vOo flibi fer Ale e««ae vltt 
t!i»lr vealtb «d pefeooe*. la Jerab I, AP» It 

S'l/e "(taae var *« tbev (inox^uorttlppers) ntU SgaloW it ae 
aore mid Aliab'e eeltgleo lalpie eupreet** la 3arab 8, 

pyat 1A3, It afala eeye, •ngat againoi tbea vatil idolatry le 
0 ^ aore aad Allah's reilglao rel^e aobreae* la ftieab 8, 

^.yat 81b, It One oade n^blog -oblUetory* M MS Ala. 

lo Here 0 » ajet «li it eAacM »*BAiao «» *aar^ « ^ 
f tgbt fer tb* eoom of AllA* voemer «ar«ed ee «eU-eaalyoid* 
la duFMb 8, Met 188 , e^rtlag 'hiAUe to aehe vsre * 
I'lflAlo 'who >MII eroima you' layea *Lat t&ea fled harttaaea 
tn IB durah dc, QgAb 0, OB e^FtnUhB te be 

VMecupy of a ef ibe wrh mmrn BM by OTgri 


kinds of socitl work." According to a 
report submitted to the govemment 
of West Bengal by the special branch 
of the Calcutta police* Chandmal and 
Sital are not permanent residents o) 
the addresses mentioned by them. 

Chandmal Chopra, who said he 
resided at 2S, Bunolla Street, did not 
stay there. According to the police 
report Chandmal (T^S), had a room in 
The above mentioned premises. This 
I was at present occupi^ by L.L Dho* 
I kania, an income tax lawyer. Chand* 
mal was known to have frequented 
this room between 8 and 10 am in the 
morning ^ital Singh (SO), is en ex* 
army man and a resident of Hyder¬ 
abad 4cc<»rding to the report, he 
t^rcasionally came to the city to stay 
at Munshi Saderuddin Street in 
north Calcutr<* in the Jorasanko area 
I which IS an . ally an Arye Samaj 
Mandir. He was also known to visit 
the temple from time to time to 
participate in kirttn and iratha ses* 
' sions. Both of them did not have any 
police records norwera their names 
on the special branch files. 

The ] 4-page petition filed by the 
two systematically cut throu^ an 
English translation of the Koran and 
pointed out that it actively incited 
communal animosities. To give some 
examples:“In Surah 9, Ayat S, the 
book says*' When the oacr^ months 
ere over, slay the idolators wherever 
you find them. Arrest them, besiege 
them and lie in ambush everywhere 
for them.* In Surah 46, Ayar 29 it 
says, * Mohammed is Allah's apostle. 
Those who follow him are ruthless to 
the unbelievers but merciful to one 
another' In Surah 49, Ayat IS, it 
says,*the true believers are those 
who have fsith in Allah and His 
apostle and never doubt: and who 
fight for his cause with their wealth 
and persons.' In Surah 6* Ayat 29, it 
seyv. 'Make war on them (idol* 
worshippers) until idolatory is no 
more and Allah's religion reigns sup¬ 
reme.* In Surah 2, Ayat 216 it has 
made fighting 'obligatory for every 
Muslims.' In Surah 47, Ayat 4 to 15. 
the Koran calls upon Muslims to 
strike off the head» of non Muslims 
when they meet on the battlefields, 
without raiiidiiig risking their ovm 
lives for if any of them are killed 
fighting in the name of Allah, they 
are assuiod of admission in paradise 
The petition continues in the same 

vein for the rest of the pages. 

After a number of adjournments 
the case was finally beard on 12 April 
in the court of Justice Padma Khasta* 
gir. After hearing Chopra's plea, Jus* 
Tice Khastagir in an uapracadanted 
move asked the state government* 
who were cited as the maio raapon* 
dents. 10 file an affidavit by 3 May. 
Expressing hit dismay, a High Court 
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lawyer, who did not wish to be named 
was clear that petitio&crv 

were uptc^ some imsJik&f and thi.i 
should have been cleat tc the jadge 
too. The caao should haw been dis¬ 
missed immediatwly.** 

When contacted by Jus* 

ticc Khastagir said bho hod only beon 
following ihi^ natural course of jus* 
lice. ''It i» rrw duty to listen to every 
petitioner who comes (o my court. 
He may be a madman but I »u»t give 
him a chance," said. According to 
hor, she had nov admitted the case* 
but only asked the CTOie governtuen^ 
to submit an olfiduvi: uxpbining iCa 
stand on tho is.«ua. Her »tutcuan< 
created another aiotm. Whib the 
Chief Justice, Mr 5>itivh Chjndru a» 
well as Justice Kha»(ogir insisted 
that the case hed noc been admitted 
by the court, the advoc.tc<genvi8l. 
Snehangshu Acharya. msistod that 
she had definitely cdbuitcd it. WhUc 
this created misundevstandim^swith. 
in the Calcutta High Court, rv-pw* 
rage of this matter by thk. Urdu ptoei 
made sure that thu is^.uc aus Uoed* 
casted to the Mushm-djojinuiad 
countries like BaAgl,.dv>.ii wnd ?akt»* 
tan. Protests we<\; promptly lodi^sd 
at the embassies u: Liik»w ccuiuricb. 

Meanwhile whe.i Lhu muuev come 
up for hearing on 3 May 1^85. Jxisiice 
Padma IChastaglr, due icosoos 
best known to h»t', ki^loosvJ tho case 
from her court. Suid o.iothur lawyer 
of the High Court, ^it was quUo clear 
that the judge had dcvciopvd cold 
feet, otherwise why did she not have 
the guts to see this to the end. 1 don't 
see how this esse could have affected 
her persona^lv." li was. therefore, 
left to Chief juence Sacish Chandra 
to decide which Judge would deal 
with the case. Justice Chandra has 
allotted the case to Justice Bimal 
Basak. who is expected to clean up 
the mess, according to High Court 
sources. 

The Calcutta High Court's bar 
association called an extraordinary 
meeting where it moved a resolution 
saying they note “with deep concern 
that a writ petition... praying for a 
mandate upon the state for foHeiture 
of the copies of holv Koran either in 
Arabic or any other language in the 
country was entertained by Justice 
Padma Khastagir who directed the 
state lo file a counter affidavit... This 

association feels deeply concerned at 
an attempt to make a holy scripture a 
subject matter of dispute in a court 
of law and/or to make the same 
justiciable.” This resolution, chou^ 
ligped by more than 70 lawyers of 
the court was, however, not passed at 
meeting 

While liwyers of Calcutta High 
CpUit were restrained in thair conde- 
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tt "f4, '*ConwBto oT rii*o a .VO bt-xi ostr’.^v.' for ObMllt'vofo. 

^ lAas .Mitor ab4ii« 9o b;,Mj etetr bSlUrie tWlf 

•iilou &st Vdwn ko uj Chuir Ta«y .Ak,il a* limes 

*'rw Ikwoe umMs odKr rtijinm..." layv Cbepr^ to» hb v/rh petMoc 

mnutlon. ih< Wc»s Bengal chief 
minister. Jyoii Bat.u. called the enter¬ 
tainment of iho cute a "datpicabla" 
act. He said that the case should not 
hove bc-cn admitud by the court in 
the fir^t place. Tbu union lew minis¬ 
ter. Ashok Son. was sent on an ex- 
press mission from the capital to deal 
%vith it. Keeping in mind the interna¬ 
tional ramifications of the issue, 
sources at the High Court said that in 
oil probability the case will be drop¬ 
ped quietly 

However, thu state gov arnment 
who are the sole respondents in the 
case, have already prepored their 
defence. According to sources, the 
state will plead chat the Holy Koran 
is a divine book and no earthly power 
can sit upon judgement on it and no 
court of law has jurisdiction to ad¬ 
judicate it. ‘ Thu holy books like the 
Koran, the Bible, the Geete. the 
Grand) Suhib, or iheir translations 
cannot be the subject matter of ad¬ 
judication in 0 court of law. All holy 
scripturuj are immune from judicial 
scrutiny.' According to the defence 
lawyers it is strange that from the 
**cime of British rule and since inde¬ 
pendence, tn spice of the fact that the 
Indian Penal Code uxisted there has 
never been such an application in the 
courts of this country.'* What 
prompts these people to take up the 
matter now, they ask. 

Jute Pitea KbM^ * Bpadaf CwMipsutfuit. CateeNa 
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Kerala’s Killer 
Schools 

The snif'Adfi of Mrs Ramon I Menon. hec;aijse her 

daughter mis not promoted, reveols 

the shonie/iif way in tvhich many schoo/s ore run 



'X 


UK Mcikhi wWi hfr bOitr C.C. 


n the most Uiereie stete Id the 
country education is a booming 
business. Most of tbe students 
coming out of the hundreds of 
government'tided and unaided 
schools that sprout in avery corner ol 
the state wtU have paid at least five 
to tan tunas tho prescribed fees. In 
all such Don^goremmaat Inseiturions. 
run mostly Hindus, Christian and 
Muslim organisations, coUeceiog and 
mostly forcing money out of students 
is as much a part of curricula as 
dispensing knowledge. So sfier 
Ramani Menoa. the mother of ninth 
standerd student Vandans Menon of 
the Trivandrum Carmel Convant 
Ciris High School cnmtninert suicide 
allegedly because he*’ daughter was 
detained in d^se nine, a big question 
mark has appvared oji the ethical 
and moral aspect of the most wide 
apread educational system of the 
country. Parents, the public and 
teachers are now up in arms against 
the ruthless and unethical commer* 
cialisation of education in the state 
and the state government has its 
back to the waif as licenses for pri¬ 
vate schools have been liberelly 
granted by successive govemmenn 
and also because it had eiicoursLged 
the practice of forced donations 
being resorted to by these schools. 
The government has, however, asked 
tbe crime branch to investigate the 
suicide of Ramani Menon. 

Vandana Menon had securad more 
than S5 par cant marks for all tha 
subjects except mathematics lor 
which sba got 21 out of 100. seven 
marks short of tbe mss mark. Vanda* 
aa fell short of a first class distinc- 
don by only eight marks (352/BOO) 
and in most schools such promising 
students are not detained and the 
rule is observed in the ^rit and not 
in the letter. But private schools 
itever waste an opportunity to use 
the *aU-sub)ecis-pass-rule* against 
students whose parents have been 
asking uncomfortable questions ab¬ 
out donations and special tuition 
fees. 

Vandana’s father, C. C. Menoa. in a 
written complaint given to the direc¬ 
tor of public icutrucrioft, stated that 
his daughter was being harassed end 
bwniliaied in her eUss as he hed 
refused to pay Rs 1,000 for tha school 
bus fund. Unable to bear the igno¬ 
miny Vandana had forced her father 
to finally part with Rs 500 vdtich the 
sisters who run the school accepted 
rather balf-heartedW. He also 
pounced on the contradictory state¬ 
ments of Kheol autbondes about 
VandiDa’s performaAca in matbtma- 
dcs. "Pint they said aba failed and 
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now th«y My she did not get 90 per 
cent/* Mr Menon Mid before leaving 
the city for Trichiir with Vandeoa 
shortly after Mrs Menon*s death. Af* 
ter Mr Menon*8 complaint, the gov¬ 
ernment has seised all answer papers 
of class nine of the Carmel Convent 
School which will be revalued by 


graduate aspiring for a lecturer's 
job. This is an accepted practice 
and even first class post-graduates 
are overlooked for jobs when peo* 
pie with second-class degrees, but 
willing to pay a large amount, are 


professors. But Mr Menon maioiains 
that Vandana’s progress card given 
to the government is forged and that 
bis signature does not appear in it. 

Sistet Renee, the headmistress of 
the Carmel Convent told Sunuav that 
they were being victimised for no 
fault of theirs. “I met Vandana's 


admission tests for joining medical 
and engineering colleges. A para¬ 
llel college in Trivandrum. Univer¬ 
sal College, charges Rs 600 for 
preparing a student for the admis* 
sion test. A student who recently 


mother on IS April about a week 
after the results were announced and 
t told her that Vandana should sit for 
a re-test after the school reopens. But 
she was apparently not willing/* said 
I Sister Renee. According to Mr 
Menon the headmistress told his wife 
I that under no circumstances would 
Vandana pass the re*tes(, 

T he tenth standard secondary 
school leaving certificate ex¬ 
amination (SSLC) results are used as 
advertisements by private schools to 
draw students. The heller the SSLC 
results, the more the rush for admis* 
Sion and more the demand for dona¬ 
tions. In Carmel Convent, all those 
who had appeared for the SSLC 
examination last year had passed. On 
the notice board of the St. Joseph's 
High School in Tnvandrum, which is 
government aided, a nonce asks for a 
donation of Rs SOO from every parent 
aspiring to have his child admitted to 
the school. The notice is signed by 
the headmaster and outside his room 
one can see meandering queues. But 
Sister Renee of Carmel Convent jus* 
lifies the demand for donations by 
Mying. '*We are an infant institution 
and it is a period of growth for us. We 
need a lot of money." 

Not all of the huge sums thus 
collected IS accounted for. For inst- 
aocei Vandana Menon paid Rs 176 as 
fees for the first month of the year. 
Fees for the following month range 
from Rs 30 to Rs SO, depending on 
the class. But in the account book 
> Vandana's fee is recorded as Rs SO 
I (receipt nu 9336/paid on 12 June 
• 1964). The remaining Rs 126 is re¬ 
corded in the receipt slip written in 
her own handwriting and is kept as 
a loose slip in the office without any 
i carbon copy or any identifying num* 
ber. This makes jugglery easy. 

Even before Vandana's mother’s 
suicide came to light, the govern¬ 
ment had begun taking action on 
complaints of forced donations fi'um 
parents The education minister. T. 

M. Jacob, had announced that the 
government was withdrawing recog* 
nition to two private schools in Tri¬ 
vandrum. because of complaints of 
corruption. But the school author¬ 
ities later said that their recognition 
had not been formally withdrawn 
and the minister maintained a 
strange silence. It soon became ob¬ 
vious that Some bureaucrat was play¬ 
ing his game. Incidentally, on the 
board of directors of one of the 
de-recognised schools. Vldhyadlrmja 
High School, is Raraachandran Nair 
who also happens to be the culture 
MCretary of the government. 

Even the district educational 
officer. P. Saradamme, who has to ' 


waiting. 

Another canker that is biting into 
the siace’s educational system is 
the tutorial colleges which 
mushroom at every turn. These col¬ 
leges are meant to coach students 
who have failed in recognised col- 
legal and Khools, They have be¬ 
come so lucceialul that they fre¬ 
quently carry hiU page advertise* 


went there for admission told Stic- 
DAY, “They behave as though they 
are doing us e great feTvut by 
admirtiog us for the course. There 
is such a rush for admissions that 
they don’t even look at your face, 
'^ey can’t take their eyes off the 
money.’* 


Booming Business 


T he forced donation syndrome is 
not limited to private schools. 
Even private colleges have their 
own way of collecting money. Col¬ 
leges run by religious organisations 
are many but after the massive 
strike launched by student orga* 
nisacions about eight yeaisback fees 
were unified and all teachers came 
under the government scale. But* 
private managements make up the 
excess amount paid to the teachers 
by demanding huge donations rang* 
ing upto Rs 30.000 from any post* 


ments in newspapers lo announce 
their 'superb performances in pub¬ 
lic examinations ranging from 
SSLC to post graduate course'. A 
rough estimate shows that more 
than 50 per cent of SSLC students, 
even those studying in recognised 
schools, attend private tuiorial col¬ 
leges before or after school hours. 
Some tutorials have better equip* 
ped laboratories than recognised 
colleges. A recent boon f^ such 
colleges IS the announcement by 
govern meni that there would be 
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ordering a thorough invesdgatton 
imo the functioning of oU private 
schools ere uot bright as most of sha 
private schools era run by teligious 
orders and sects like the Society of 
Jesus (Catholic priests), the Nair 
Service Society (ef Hindu Nairs) and 
Muslim Educational Society. All the 
religious communities have tboir 
reprosen taiivc parties in thw UDP 
go.’crnmcm. The education minister, 
T M. Jacob, of the Kerulu Congress 
which is the political c^prcdSion of 
Christians has refused to accept re* 
sponsibilcty for tbo goings on in the 
scbcob by say^ VtUi he did not 
sanccipri any privct^c I'chool and chat 
it was all the worl. of dte previous 
governments. But a list of now 
ticvnses granted to privatu schools 
was roleased recently. A senim 
priest of the 'ocioty of jesut told 
StniDAY that the party handling the 
education portfolio has to be given 
huge sums before a license iz 
granted. Then why blami^ the schools 
alone for collecting money? It ic all a 
vicious circle. It Llii^tli. .^cndci ihun 
that the products of cuch an cduca 
tional system should consider toak' 
ing money thu most offcctiv j mouva 
lion in life. 

0Uee BJefc A fbfiwiA** 


One of th> iB«n> lulvrbJ »«>8cc^ L. Tk*vuadnA 


formally recommond dc4\.cognitioo 
was '/ague about ;ku: «s$u;: but ^old 
SuKi>/»Y that ihe i.«o ^cltOoL (dw 
other is LoorduL Muuut Schg.j|) did 
not even bavt Jib uDucified ^ 


throg actes for running a school. 

it is high time that such forced 
doacclcii; 4r« .topped.** Sarsdemms 
^aid. 

Tb^ cbvic4^ of the tovenmsot 
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How Education Ruins 
Merit in Bihar 


Question popers selJ/or fls 100 to fls 1.000 in roadside shops, depending on ‘accuracy 


G oing to school or coUege in 
Bih»r has become a cruel 
farce for thuusands of boys 
and girls smigglirvg for a 
foothold in life the fifteen years in 
I school and college have curn^ into a 
I chaotic ritual everyone has to sit 
I through to avoid being labelled act 
I tinemployahle illiterate, but not 
necessarily in get a job Education 
being rather lotv on the government's 
priori lies, little attempt is made to 
improve its Quality; hardly anything 
is spent on buch luxuries as teaching 
Aids The ambitious ten plus two 
scheme, based on the dual concepts 
of job'Onented education and delink¬ 
ing of degrees from jobs, is a victim 
of goiernmental indecision and neg¬ 
lect seven vears after it was intro¬ 
duced, there is still no official policy 
on intermediate education that 
spells out the qualifications and ser¬ 
vice conditions of teachers and the 
facilities to bo provided to schools 
and colleges which have the course. 
What is wor e, the government re¬ 
fuses to take financial responsibility 
for these institutions. So there is a 
free for-all; private managements set 
up new and curiously named (prefer¬ 
ably after an important political 
leader) 'inter.colleges' overnight 
with the money they have gathered 
from unqualified lecturers who have 
paid for their jobv—In thousands of 
rupees 

Even otherwise, the whole purpose 
of job-oriented education has been 
defeated by objective socio-econooic 
conditions^unemployment and cor- 
njptior^which are worsening every 
year. Apparently, the students are 
learning from it all: hardly does a 
year pass without several papers of 
the matriculation and intermediate 
examinations having to he cancelled 
either because the question papers 
are found selling in roadside dhabas 
and paan shops days in advance, or 
because the students take to cheat¬ 
ing, or impersonating each other to 
mtsst. In desperation, the autW- 
iiiea are now using the police against 
examinees to prevent malpractices, 
convinced that this would solve the 
I problem once and for all. 

I The'facr ii, it does not. There waa 


proof enough in the DatneuJatioo 
and intermediate examinations this 
year. In Siiamarbi district, for inst¬ 
ance, shops in crowded baaars were 
reported selling conveniently-sued 
'ciUating slips' in sealed envelopes, 
imaginatively captioned 'Atom 
Bomb' priced between Rs 2.SO and Rs 
4. Also on the market were pocket- 
sited books containing questions and 
answers which covered at many as IS 
subjects in both the mitriculatton 
and intermediate examinations. In 
fact, the answer-books came from 
sources who were competing with 
each other for a bigger market, and 
bora copied brand names. If one was 
called an 'Atom Bomb' another was 
calkd an 'Anand Atom Bomb.' 

On 19 April, around seven in the 



, morning, three .student activists of 
. the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Pan&had (ABVP; learnt that the 
maihematirs question paper in the 
intermediate examination had 
leaked out They even got hold of a 
handwritten copy of the question 
paper. Since work in the intermedi¬ 
ate council building starts only at 
10.30 am, the students decided to go 
to the examination controller Hari- 
narayan Mishra'a house, and show 
him the paper before the examina¬ 
tion commenced "We %vere pushed 
out of his house, and told to meet him 
in the office," one of the boys said. 
Then they tried (he council’s finan¬ 
cial officer M.M. Kasmi at his resi¬ 
dence at 9.37 am. They drew a blank 
there, too. Finally, they reached the 
council building at noon. They 
stormed the chairman. Dr Sallgram 
Singh's office, and not finding him in, 
occupied his cha I r. Soon, a num ber of 
officials including Mr Kacmi, arrived 
with the education minister Uma 
Pandey and ordered the students out 
of the room. They told the minister 
about the question paper, and left 
only afrer Dr Singh assured them 
that he would lot^ into the leak. 
They discussed the matter with the 
chairman and showed him the 'slips' 
of paper (hey had got. The questions 
did tally with the ones which figured 
in the examination tha( day. The 
English paper had leaked out, too. 
Finally, the chairman decided to can 
cel Geography Paper U (which had 
been mistakenly interchanged with 
Geography Paper I), English Paper U 
and Mathematics Papers I and 11. 

A few days later on 22 April the 
Students again visited the council 
office with a slip of paper which they 
claimed wav the Political Science 
Paper n, scheduled for 24 April. Bur 
since Dr Singh told the students to 
withdraw the allegation of corrup. 
tion they bad made against him or 
else be would not listen to their 
complaint. "Before we knew what 
was happening," said one of the 
students." a number of toughs 
trooped into the room and attacked 
the three of us« ^landrashekbar Pra. 
aid Siiiha. Sanjay Kumar Sharma 
and Cajendra Prasad Singh. They 
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chased us away. There were six of 
fheniv three ah an Enfield motorcycle 
(BHQ 3499) and three on a scooter 
which followed." The boys filed an 
FIR in the Patna Kotwali {No. SDE 
6S0). 

The matriculation examination 
thi.s year was held in 1.038 centres of 
which nearly 300 were in the juris¬ 
dictions of sub'divisional district 
headquarters, where, according to 
the chairman of the matriculation 
cxaminaiion board. Mr Sudarshan, 
the presence of policemen prevented 
mass copying. ''But in rural areas." 
he said, "in a very large number of 
centres, there was gooil use of unfair 
cneens. ’ Out of the 1,038 centres, in 
more than 300, uxaminations in one 
or mure subjects, and a total of 
700 odd papers were cancelled "Be* 
cause of the repeated use of unfair 
mi ens," MrSudarshen went on, "the 
cvrifres wore freitucniJv changed to 
neighbouring district headquarters 
where there are restrictions on the 
movemcnis of the examinee^' atten¬ 
dants: they are not allowed beyond a 
certain distance of the examinatinn 
centre." Mr Sudarshati was happy 
enough that there was no question 
paper leak in matriculation this year, 
although 7S per cent of the centres 
were In mofussll areas where there is 
hardly any way of checking maJprac 
iices. 

He could be wrung. This year, 
people in a number of schools in 
Musaffarpur sold handwritten 
questiuns from eight in the morning 
on every examination day, photostat 
copies of the answers to these 
questions could be bough: from touts 
in the city's Hari Sabha Chowk for R$ 
30 each. On H March a group of 
persons involved in the racket were 
arrested. Nor that the police were 
much help! on 23 March. 24 
matriculation examinees were 
arrested in the Katihar Marwan 
Patshala for entering the hall with 
fake admission cards; but they still 
managed to take the examination! In 
Muzaffarpur hundreds of examinees 
and their 'helpeis* were arrested; 
they were released after being fined 
Rs 100 each. In 19 centres in Nonh 
Champaran. invigilating teachers 
actually helped students to cheat 
openly. 

According to Mr Sudarshan great 
care is taken to ensure that the 
questions remain a secret till the last 

\ minute: "The papers are delivered to 
the superintendents at each centre 
only one hour before the 
examination stares. Till then they are 
stored in banks under the charge of 
the bank managers." As for the 
iBrgrmediata questions. the 
man of th« council assigns 
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professors frum various umversiiies 
of Bihar to draw up a rough list of 
questions for each paper, and then 
gets them moderated by senior 
academics. Seniority however dues 
not rule out corruption: once a rough 
list of questions for a particular 
paper that had been lost was finally 
traced inside (he bag of a moderator! 
Several influential men and women 
are allegedly involved in the 
question paper racket—if not for 
anything, at least for the money it 
fetches. The going rate for an 

r . ■ 


1* them 


*ortginal' list of questions is Rs 100 
-Rs 1.000 The few who can afford 
i this, buy the ’original' and then sell 
off the list in va^ing degrees of 
accuracy, for anything iMtween Rs 10 
and Rs 75. One of the chief sources of 
the question papers, of course, is 
' the registrar's office at Punai Chowk. 
' Pacna. Fur a desperate student, a 
clerk in the intermediate council 
office is always a great help. 

Some privileges are reserved for 
I the important: there i» the case of a 
I matriculation answer script (No. 

I 80 S 10 ) signed by the invigilator 

which was found outside the Mahila 
Prathamik Shiksha High School In 
Chandwara, Mutaffarpur. where it 
should have been under lock and 
I key. The allegation is that hundreds 
' of such papers «re smuggled out and 
. 'improved upon' in order to ensure a 
I higher grading for rich or influential 
; examinees. 

W hy is (here such despair? Has 
BiharS educatiion system 
collapsed? Asked to explain mass 
copying on such a scale, Mr 
Sudarshan *iaid, "All secrions of 
society are party to It; no section is 
free from bleme." Perhaps, because 
I the root cause nf student 
delinquency and recklessness it the 
spectre of unemployment. 

I "Education at all stages," the official 
, continued, "has become 
unpurposive. None of the objectives 
of education seem to be served, 
whether at the school or university 
level. It only helps to make people 
literate. This applies more to higher 
education than secondary education. 
There are engineers without jobs, 
first class master's degree holders in 
physics and chemistry who roam the 
streets far years." And one cannot 
even put much faith in their abilities: 
"People who pass these 
examinations do ooc even possess the 
knowledge expected of such 
degrees." A large number of the 
students who study and train in 
Bihar's nine medical colleges, 
industrial training institutes, 
engineering colleges and 
poly«(*rhnics have ro wait endlessly 
for jobs. The state has a total of 7,000 
government doctors of whom 495 do 
not hold any post. And even if 
literacy is the aim of education, not 
much can be said of its worth: Bihar 
still has one of the lowest literacy 
rates for any stare or union (erntory, 
26.01 per ceoc. 

A most unforgivable fact ie the 
government's lack of an education 
policy Although it li seven years 
since cha ten plus two plus three 
scheme was started, the govemment 
is stiU undecided about the position 
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of intermediate intticutioDi in the 
system. It is not clear how exactly 
intermediate colleges are different 
from schools OT degree colleger; what 
the qualifications, salaries and 
service conditions of the teachers 
should be and where exactly 
intermediate education takes a 
student. 


After the failure of the earlier 
system, in which the plus two stage 
wes partly incorporated into the 
school syllabus and partly Into the 
pre university syllabus, the national 
pattern was started to taka the load 
off higher education, and space out 
the rush for Jobs. Following the 
recommendations of the Kothari 
Commission, a separate intermediate 
council was formed to take care of 
institutions and eiaminatinns 
related to the plus two course. A 
decision was taken to start a txew 
variety of 'inter colleges' But till 
there was a complete transfer to 
inter colleges the plus tvro cotirse 
was to be taught in degree colleges. 
'Htc Btudentii however, would be 
under the charge of the intermediate 
council, which would decide the 
syllabus end hold their 
examinations, while being taught by 
university teachers. The council was 
also responsible for gmng affiliation 
ro new inter colleges fegainst 
monetary deposits which varied with 
the number and nature of faculties). 
But once the council began holding 
the examinations, there was 
pandemorium. Even with computers 
being used, the results were full of 
errors, and invariably kept pending 
for years. Eventually, from 1984 the 
government decided to entrust the 
examinations to different 
universities. The council's functions 
were limited to drawing up the 
questions end declericig results, 
besides according affiliation to new 
colleges. The universities would 
evaluate the papers. Everything 
went off well last year—only to go 
awry chie year. The question papers 
were leaked, and the examinations 
proved a hoax. Now teachers and 
students are calling the council a 
white elephant that has no right to 
exist. 

Meanwhile, inter collages have 
been sprouting all over the state. 
Thera are elready about 500 of them 
in Bihar now, of which nearly 2S0 are 
effiliated to the council. The rest are 
waiting for affiliation—which is not 
always given in the most deserving 
ca^s. Many colleges have already 
deposited money with the council, 
expecting to gel effiliation. and have 
started operating Most of the 
inatitutiuns are workiAg as pur«l> 


commercial establishments; many of 
the siafferx who number 20,000 to 
30,000. haw actually 'bought' (heir 
jobs after making generous 
'donations' in the colleges. The 
prices wore fixed Rs 10,000 for a 
teacher's job. Ks $000 for a non* 
teaching post. In many cases, it is 
these deposits which provide the 
colleges munev for affiliation to the 
intermediate council. This also rules 
out agitations and strikes. Said Pruf 
Pannanand Singh Medan. MLC. and 
a member of the Federation uf 
University Teachers' Association of 
Bihar. *'But fi>r a few gnod colleges, 
most private institutions are merely 
doing business. We have been 
agitating fur the abolition of private 
management from education. In 
1972, as a result, the then CM Kedat 
Pandey ordered the takeover of 
primary education." The move paid 
off. Bihar has won a Rs 30* lakh award 
feu* its commendable drive for 
enrolment of girls in elementary 
schools. There are already 64,000 
primary and middle schools in the 
state with a teacher for c'^ery 64 
pupils in the former and a teacher for 
every 40 pupils in the latter. A total 
of Rs 264 crores is spent every year 
oo primary and middle school 
education in Bihar, 

But the pressures on Bihar's 
education system are taking their 
toll Just a« there are hardly any jobs 
for the thousands who pass 'lui of 
intermediate and degree colleges 
every year, there are few seats in 
college and university to compete 
lor. ^lere has, over the years, been a 
tremendous tncrease in (he 
enrolment of orudenti at all levcU, 


making examinations, admissions 
and even teaching a mammoth task. 
In 198.^ about three lakhs took the 
matriculation examinations: in 1984 
the figure ro»e to over three lakhs: 
(his year the number was 4.90,UO0. Of 
the ihiee lakhs la^i year, a little over 
two lakhs paaaed. Ab a result, inier 
tollegcs whiih were finding it 
difficult to run at one time aiv now 
doing brisk business. "If around 
.^.SO.OOO uf those who appeared this 
vear pa>s the examination, the whole 
III Bihar's education system will 
collapse." said Prof Madan. 

What IS important t% that the 
facilities in schuuls and colleges, 
even al their exisung strength, are 
gjossly inadequate and of poor 
quality. '‘Most of the schools do nut 
have propel .iccommudation ui 
academic facilities," said Mr 
Sudarshan “There are over 4,000 
schools under the matriculation 
board, with more than SO.OOO 
teachers. Out of these 4,000. the ones 
which have proper accommudution 
for students (clavsrooms etc i number 
only 600*700." A natural result is 
pour teaching. As for the use of 
unfair mean», Mi Sudarshon added. 
“It can be mmimised with adeiiiiate 
help from the administration. 1 have 
two suggestions’ there should be 
executive control os’er btudeni^ 
they should be arrested if caught 
cheating: .md magistrates should be 
empowered to impri»on students 
indulging in malpractices." Can 
draconian measures solve the 
problem? If social conditions have 
caused student morbidity, something 
had better be done about them first. 
rnrmH Mm*, Fame 



NEWS 



PUNJAB 


Akal Takht to be Rebuilt 


S G PC pmsideni G-STohra claims “divinesanction" 


T he Shiromani Gutdwara Pnban 
dhak Committee (SGPCl ex* 
presidc'ni Curcharun Singh Tohra 
cauld not have asked for anything 
more. On ZO April. Tohra declared in 
Amritsar that the Akal i •kh^, the 
highest seal Ilf the ivm|K>ral and 
spiritiiat authority of the Sikhs would 
he demolishid and rebuilt. Kxacll)' 
lb dav' later, Tohra.io guoie him, got 
"divine sanction" to demolish and 
rebuild the Aka) Takht when a ih'*?'' 
metre by one '•f •j-'' 

projcrtiim of th'' h'‘li'''** oik?" rh"':'.'* 
b'"rK(? off on tlv? ^f c* Mny. 

^ hen thr C''U?'"''od. Tohr*' 

j wi' in hi< room in the T'^jp Ssnsh 
j Samundari Kail and ar ;:con he 
' heard the news, he rushed there h I 
. wax around .‘•ix in the evening and » 
j number of Sikh pilgrims and vixiior!! 

' were in the complex. Within no time 
I a large crowd around the Akal Takht 
had gathered. Tohra's first reaction 
after seeing the debris was, “It is a 
miracle of Cod who has approved the 

Thit Aiwl Takht 


rebuilding of the shrine.'' Ke told 
Si'Nt'AY later, "the sudden collapse 
of the portion of the Akal Takht has 
expressed the will of the who 

have approved the decision of the 
fsikh panth in rebuild It." 

The senior Akali leader also ridi* 
cuJed the government claiming that 
the incident ix a rebuff to those who 
were claiming that the best malarial 
was used in rebuilding the Akel 
TrkStVImagine41 has stoned collaps> 
vdthin eight months.” On 21 
April, at his fir«i press confe'^.cc in 
AmritsoT, Tohrn hod announced "the 
panrh will have to rebuild the Akal 
Tnkht. The present sarkarr-buili 
(goYcmraent'tmilt) Akal Takht can't 
be acceptable to the psnth. It will 
have to be demolished and a new one 
built through icor seva. Religious 
buildings constructed by the sorkar 
can't be accepted by anyone.** 

The sudden collapse of a small pan 
of the decorative awning from the 
topmost floor on 6 May is bound to 


quicken the launching of the rebuild* 
ing pf the shrine through kar seva. 
The SGPC has already started con* 
tacting eminent architects and en¬ 
gineers about plans for the demoli* 
tion and rebuilding. The live high 
priests led by Giani Kit pal Singh, the 
jarhedorof the Akul Takht had ear* 
lier endorsed Tobra ^ decision. 

The SGPC secreturv Bhan Suigh 
told Sunday. “The kai seva is likely 
to be entrusted to Baba Khaiak 
Singh.“However,hedid ,\ot say fiom 
when kjr $< v*a would begin Baba 
Kharak Singh, ihv itctogcnarian Sikh 
saint lives III iigurdwara on the out 
skirts uf Amritsar Tu Akali luaderc 
as well as ilw Congress(I) si alwarty 
like the unini> minister But; Singh 
Kharnk Singn i, the mnsv •’I'vctcd 
Sikh todr* ind ► ven Bh*r>drnn 
w*lo "ob»-*«*d" hi** '•ommr-.dnent**, 

For th'* C^*kV Harbh'.jnn 

Singb TlrAr Ak»l' Jc^uh- rf the 

Talws*nHi the Ak,*i T3kh^ ft 

even mr‘re sr*'cd ihur ihv Hui iman 
dir Sahib beenuse it was built by the 
sixth Sikh guru, Shn Hargobind 
Sahib who built the Akal Takhi in 
1606. Snyy Manjii Singh, a former 
president of the All India Sikh Stu* 
deni Kederation (AISSF) who i!> xaid 
to be clu»« to Sam Haichaiid .Singh 
Loijgowal. "Onlv ihiet persons were 
invuUcd in the con ^am lion of the 
Akal Tjkhr Guru Hargulund Sahib, 
Bab.) Btidh,iji and Bluii Cniida' -rhu 
two most lespcctid Sikh S,Mit^ 
According to Maiijjt Singh, ihe 
attack or the deseiiaiion ot the Akal 
Takht ha^ never been tolerated and 
iv a I wuv:: avenged by the Sikhs. He 
explains, “that is why Beam Singh 
and Satwani Singh have becume in¬ 
stant heroes ,)f the Sikhs todav Tlieir 
families an '^lug honouied That is 
all Sikh traJ'.tior and a pan of Sikh 
history." 

After the 6 May modent. hundreds 
of Sikhs have been visiting the 
Akal Takht every day. They are not 
as much interested in seeing the 
shrine as they are in looking at the 
debris. The Sikh devotees openly 
curse the government, Mrs Gandhi 
and Rajiv Gandhi fur the destruc* 
tlon. Miuty uf them pick up the debris 
and tell the others standing by, that 
the government used the "worst 
material” to rebuild the Akal Takht. 

The Akal Takht was badly dam* 
aged during the June ermy action in 
the Golden Temple and later rebuiU 
by the government tbrou^ the kar 
seva undertaken by the controversial 
Niheng chief Babt Sante Singh for 
whom there is nothing but contempt 
among the Sikha today 


svHesr 
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WEST BENGAL 

The Trigger-happy Minister 

Ram Chatterjee is indicted by the CID 

R nm Ch'^nerjee, West Bengal's 
minister for civil defence hes 
recently been indicted by the CtD. 

He has been found guilty <i( opening 
fire on some peoplr in his hometown. 

Chandannagjr (40 km from Colcut* 
ta). There might be unity among the 
constituent'' of the Loft Front in 
Writer’s Building. Calcutta but in 
Chandannagar it ir Ram Chatterjee 
who wields the Riaximum amount of 
clout. Reason* other than being a 
political leader (he is the cUairman 
of the Forward Bloc-Marxist), ho is 
also the person who wields the gun. 

Chandsnnagar. a CPKM) nrenghold 
for meny yosrs (it is feprejsnted by 
Bh'b.'.ni Mukheri’^e, Wrst Bengal's 
minl'^cr fci* eo'dronmcni) hos re- 
si'??d fhr mu?<’icpov*er of Rem Chat* 
terjee ind ovrr th* lr.se fovi yrorr the 
CPKM) ‘‘iidrc" h&vc been trying their 
utmosi (r brwuk the hitherto unchal¬ 
lenged suprc.i'acy of Chatterjee's 
m^n. Vhe quarrul* between the poli- 
iicel purtics get bitter when the 
spoiir of pr-/cr at stake. And the 
political quarrel' nrc often 'cttlcd on 
rht strc*5«r of th^ small lO'vn. It i« no 
vender then that Rair. Chacterjee 
alv/ay? carries a gun. 


Mr^ttcTj came to a head of d July 
last year when Dipak Mukherjee 
(alias Bablo, Ram Chattcrjec's 
nephew) was surrounded by mem 
bers of Ashok <*aira and his gang, all 
supporters cf the CPI<M) Babla 
warned Putra that he would not be 
spared by his uncle if anything hap- 
pened to him. Soon afterwards, one 
of Babla’s men pushed through the 
crowd from the back and shouted out 
to Bablo: '^Ctiru guli ehMlpi? (Bo^ 
shall I fire?)” Paira had no ether 
alternative but to flee from the 
scene, While escaping he told one of 
his men, Ashish Roy, who was stand¬ 
ing nearby, to run away since Babla 
and his gang were coming to get 
them. 

Roy, however, could not escape. 
He was caught, taken into a blind 
alley end beaten up. Meanwhile, 
someone inlonned Ram Chatterjee 
in his home at Gar bad that Bahia had 
been kidnapped by Patra. Quick to 
react to such situauoos, Ram Chat- 
lerjee took his gun and his two 
securiiymen, Madhusudhan Paoda 
and Sitaram Miira and drove in his 
official car to Jelapara, where BabU 
had been attacked. Hearing from the 


R«n Cbtttctjw 

reside otr of the arcr th*t A*htsb Roy 
wt*: in lb’s blitid riUy, the uurutlci* 
brandisbii*g hi* gun ran toAverdc the 
dased Rfo whimpering 

ID pain. Th:;n shoving the barrel into 
Roy’s facvi the minister wanted to 
knov, the whcreaboucs of his 
nephetv. Roy could not answer Then 
Ram Ch&itorjcc mod dragg*ng Roy 
to his sar but the local people ob¬ 
jected. In the melee which followed, 
the minister fired a round in the air. 
So did hir two security guards. A 
short while later, the ^ficer in 
charge of the Chandannsgar poltce 
station, Harun-al-Rasbid, arrived on 
the spoi and advised the minister to 
leave the place since it was not safe 
for him. Moreover, advised the police 
officer, since BabU was sale, diere 
was DO need for Ram Chanerjeo to 
stay there. 

Roy was taken to Chandannagar 
police station and he filed a FIR 
there (case no 7,8 July 1084) He said 
that he was bit on the back with a 
rod. He fell down and was helped up 
by the OC of Chandanuagar police 
station. Ram Chatterjee, meanwhile, 
arrived in a T-shirt and a foag'and 
shoved the bmrcl of his gun in Roy's 
right eye and shouted. "Sefekeyguli 
kdrev p^ie dey* (Shoot him). Roy 
also mantiooed m the FIR ibei the 



minister wanted to ktdnap him. Two 
dsys later on 10 July 1964, on coming 
tc know chat Roy bad filed a FIR, 
Rnm Chatterjee filed on application 
for anticipatory bail. He was granted ' 
bnii by the Hooghly Sessions Judge 
cn 20 Jul;;. 

The CID before indicting the 
minister had interrogated the OC of 
thr Chandnnnagar police station. 
The intelligence men had even tried 
Co question the minister but they had 
be*m unsuccessful In spite of the 
indictment, Ram Chatterjee is not 
sorry about hir behaviour The Teie* 
f*‘4ph which had reported the inci¬ 
dent in detail on 22 July 1984 in its 9 
May editorial heidlincd, ftam Chet- 
rc'v>emwrgr<written after the CID 
indictment) ^aid: ''The criminal 
background of Ram Chatterjee is 
bnrdly a secret. If this charge is not 
verified by the police and their files, 
then nil one has to do is check with 
the people of Chandannagar who 
hove been at the receiving end of Mr 
Cbdtterjee's extortion and bullying 
fe* dncndcs .The (8 July 1964) Inci¬ 
dent was reported in all the newspap¬ 
ers and created a major furore which 
Mr Chatterjee tried to escape by 
less than-convjncing disclaimers. 
The surprise lay not in Mr Chatter- 
jec's inept defence, but in the fact 
that (chief minister) Jyoti Basu 
ipparcntly believed his version. No¬ 
thing happened to Mr Chatterjee; he [ 
continued in his ministerial chair, 
mere confident than ever that his 
political alliances had put him 
beyond the reach of the law...Will Mr 
Chatterjee escape justice again (af¬ 
ter the indictment by the CID)?" 

Perhaps he might; for soon after 
the editorial when a Tefegraph re¬ 
porter Barun Ghosh, went to inter¬ 
view the minister in his home in 
Chandannagar, Kjm Chatterjee was 
bis usual arrogant self. Snatching 
Ghosh's press card, tho minister told 
him, **Ask your e^tor to come to 
rescue you." He then took out l^U 
revolver ond threatened the repor¬ 
ter: "Nobody can save you, neither 
your editor not anybody else. If you 
leave this room," he warned, *'my 
people will finish you off." The re¬ 
porter vms only let off after the 
minister had cooled down a bit. 

' When the incident was reported to 
[ the Left Front chairman Saroj 
: Mukherjee on 12 May he is supposed 
to have said that the minister's be¬ 
haviour was ‘'being looked into." It 
remains to be seen whether Ram 
Chatterjee continues to be retain his 
ministerial barth in the West Bengal 
cabinet 
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MAHARASHTRA 


Operation Demolition 


Monsoon shed o/ Vosontdada Patii's sonisbrou^t doivn 


W ill he, won’t he. be permitted to 
put his monsoon shed back? 
There is speculation regarding the 
monsoon shed put up last year at the 
entrance of his restaurant ’Step-In’ 
by Chandrakam Patil. alias Nand 
kumar Jadhav, step-son of the chief 
minister Vasantdada Patil and son of 
Shalini Pacil rha CM’s currently 
estranged wife. The shed was de¬ 
molished by 37 labourers and six 
officers of the Bombay municipal 
corporation under the supervision of 
the *G' north ward officer, G.R 
Khairnar, on 7 May ’*We had given 
him a warning in April that we would 
demolish his unauthorised shed on 4 
May and that ha should remove it by 
3 Mav," said Khairnar who had to 
face the fury of Shalini PatiTs PA .Mr 
Singh, and repeatad phone calls from 
the municipal administrator, J.C. 
Kanga and the arrival of two sub’ 
inspectors sent by police chief D S 
Soman after a complamt was lodged 
by Chandrakam Patil. during the two 
hour demolition. According to So> 
man, he received a complamt that 
some labourers who were de- 
molishing the shed were drunk and 
$0 the sub inspectors were sent to 
check. 

Chandrakam Patil told Sunuav 
that the labourers had broken a steel 
rack and taken out crates of beer. He 
said he had handed over to the police 
SO bottles of beer that the labourers 


had consumed. Mr Khairnar dismis¬ 
ses this as an attempt to make a false 
complaint to harass the labourers. 
He said. ’'First, Mr Patil accused 
them of having taken whiskey. When 
I pointed out that surely workers 
could not have drunk whiskey 
straight from the bottle without col¬ 
lapsing. Mr Patil changed it to beer.** 
Mr Khairnar said he refused to hand 
uver his labourers to the police. In¬ 
stead. he first asked the police to tell 
him what they would do if the labour* 
ers were found not guilty. 

Patil has been running his res¬ 
taurant. Step In, on three gales he 
’’purchased" from Ritvi Builders in a 
housing society called CreenUwn 
Cooperative Housing Society. The 
area is 1.000 square feet but the area 
that he covert with a shed at the 
entrance of the hotel gave him 340 
sq. ft more. He had applied for 
temporary permission for the mon* 
soon period and had given an under¬ 
taking on a Rs five stamp paper that 
it would be removed after the mon¬ 
soon. that IS on 31 October. However, 
when he was sent a notice to demol- 
ish It in October. Patil refused and 
instead forefeited the security de¬ 
posit of Rs 2S0. the demolition 
charge deposit of Rs 100 and Rs 2S0 
for allowing the shed to remain dur¬ 
ing the monsoon period. He thought 
that by giving Rs 600 rupees, he 
could get away. But Khairnar per* 
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sisted. Even though he could have 
demolished the shed without further 
notice, he did not want to precipiuie 
the issue since the son of the chief 
minister was involved So under Sec¬ 
tion 3S1, he sent a notice for de¬ 
molishing the shed in January, and 
then a self explanatory letter in 
March, saying why it had to be de* 
molished and why permission could 
not be given to let it remain. Finally, 
after giving Patil a hearing in AprU, 
he went ahead. Meanwhile, all these 
months Patil tried to get the urban 
development department to give his 
permission to keep his shed per¬ 
manently. They did not agree, but he 
persisted. After the Assembly elec¬ 
tions. when hjs father formed his own 
government and Rammanohar Tri- 
pachi was made the urban develop* 
meni minister, Tnparhi considered 
PatiJ’s case and on 16 April, gave a 
stay. Patil said. “They gave me a stay 
and asked the corporation to give me 
a personal hearing. What was wrong 
in giving me a hearing along with my 
architect’ What is the harm in giving 
a personal hearing under the princl* 
pies of natural justice? They could 
then deny me the permission. After 
all, the government didn't tell (hern 
what decision to take." 

Khairnar retorted. “There is no 
need for a hearing and the Bombay 
municipal corporation being an 
autonomous body, there is no need 
for the corporation to follow instruc¬ 
tions of the minister. "Mr Khairnar 
added that he did not receive Mr 
THpathi’sstayorder. In fact, it came 
to his notice only on 9 May. On that 
day Patil sent e notice to the corpora¬ 
tion asking them to reconstruct the 
shed and the weather frame which 
was also demolished. He said thft the 
weather frame was put up only after 
permission was received and so it 
was demolished illegally. Khairnar, 
however, says that Patil had illegally 
welded the tin shed with the weather 
shed and the shed could not be 
removed without disturbing the 
weather frame. He further maintains 
that they gave PatU 20 minutes to 
remove the weather frame hut he 
wanted two days. According to Khair- 
Bar not only did Patil pul up the shed 
but he also sub-let the space to a 
coconut vendor and a paanwaia. 

Patil thinks ha will automatically 
get the permission for the monsoon 
shed this time. Khairnar, howevar, 
says that once a llcencee has infring¬ 
ed tha conditions attached to tha 
pennissioa foTauch cemportry ^eds, 
it is normally not given again. But 
Chandra kantParil is die son of the 
chitf muiliitr and may still masaga 
it somehow. 
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A Return to the Fold? 

CongressfS) chief Sharad Pawar dismisses spfxuiatinn 
about his /oiningthe Congressfl) 


S peculition about Congre8s(S) 
leader Sharad Pawar joioing the 
Congr*$»(I) staned after his very 
pro-Congress culture speech at the 
Vasant Vyakhyao Mala lectures in 
Pune. Pawar who was speaking on 
the situation in the country today 
ruled out the possibility of a nation^ 
alternative to the Congresa<I) and 
said (hat only the Congress culture 
which is secular and national in out¬ 
look could solve the problems of the 
country. While appreciating Rajiv 
Uandhi's pohticaJ outlook Pawar 
criticised his economic policies as 
they had nothing for the farjners> the 
unemployed and the poor who form 
70 per cent of the people of this 
coomry. 

As Pawar later explained to Sun¬ 
day, the opposition parties can never 
fotm H national alternative. "Kor 
instance, our views on Punjab and 
Asuam are different to those of the 
BJP. So how can we agree on a 
solution to those problems. Then 
again we are all regional parties, let’s 
face it. In this context I said that i( 
was only tha Concesi culture that 
could solve the problems of the coun. 
try. If in Karnataka they have a good 
government, it is bectuse that gent¬ 
leman (Ramakrishna Hegde) be¬ 
longed to chat culture. The situation 
has changed since Indira Gandhi's 
death. Rajiv Gandhi has brought in a 
qualitative change. He did not give 
tickets to Gundu Rao, AntuUy and 
Jagannath Mishra. He has started a 
dialogue with the opposition parties 
while Mrs Gandhi had an attitude of 
confrontation with the oppoaiiion.’* 
A few days alter Pawar's Pune 
speech, one Pawar’s senior col 
leagues, the formei Rajya Sabha 
member Abbasaheb Kuikarni’s state¬ 
ment led to more speculation when 
he justified Pawar*s speech. He said 
that Pawar was ri^t in taking a 
national perspective towards nation- 
tl issues. He asked why Pawar should 
have to confine himself ro opposition 
politics which is concerned only with 
seat kind cideet sharing. This rWfled 
oppoiition feathers. The chief whip 
of the Progressive Democratic Front 
(PDF) in the Assembly^ Delta Patil 
irnm^ettly wrote to Shared Pawar 
who wM holidaying in Kashmir, 
aakiag him (o explain the '*mifunder- 
atindiDjs* created by hii speech in 
Pune. Releasing the letter to the 


Shat^ Pe«ar 

press even bdore it could have 
reached Paivsr. Daiu Paul wid thui 
as Pawar was tht Jvadei of tru, Prog¬ 
ressive Democratic Front, he* owed 
an explanation ta the leKi‘>lai*>r'> und 
so “should cull a mi-c-iing of all ihe 
legislators fur this puipose.’ Pawar 
had earlier told hr no ay that he was 
enjoying reading about the con 
troversy, and said that ii had no 
basis. He also claiilied (hat "I have 
not been invited tv join Congiesstl) 
nor have I given any thought to it." 

Pawar, however, has for some time 
been under pressure from his rank 
and file members to join the Gin- 
gress(l) This pressure increased par- 
ticuUrlv after Indira Gandhi’s assas- 
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sination. Several nkcmber>i whom this 
correepondent had met,many of 
, whom have juined ihi Congressd) 
said that Shared Paw«i \ iiiitugonism 
. was to Mrs (iandhrs style ul function- 
I ing “Now that she is noi there we 
I should go back.’ one uf them said. 
] Many of them did not want an 
alliance with the oppo.sjtiun parlies, 
panicularly the BJP. Even Sharad 
Fewer has realised that the alliances 
proved counter-productive for the 
Congress S), especially m the Assem 
bly elect ions. He said that they could 
have got mure than sc-ots. had they 
not bartered away seats to the 
alliance members who lost them. 

Arun Mehta, another Pawar 
lieutenant was definite that Pawar 
had not met Rajiv t«andhi In connec¬ 
tion with his return to the Congres- 
fttfl but in the course uf Mi Gandhi's 
meetings with oppnsiiiun paiiies. He 
said. “Our disagncmmi with the 
Congic-sjiiiNY cm \ w<i enunrs, namely, 
th( All M< (me And funcCKiiimg style of 
the pairv niid its crniiuniji jirogram- 
mc " Ihc iinmc oi ihiii pnrty. he 
said, still smucks uf ihJividualism. 
They do not have uaului elections so 
there is no scope foi gued workers in 
(he party to gst any pany positiont 
as these are reserved foi sycophants. 
The party’s ecungmic policies are 
industry uriented and thvir planning 
would have to he rcuiieiited with 
emphasis on the faimeis, the unem¬ 
ployed and the pogi, Mvhta said. 

He added ihai unless these two 
ditleremcs are reconciled, there will 
be no meigvi with the Congre$>(l). 
When asked if discusvions have 
started on reconciling the differ¬ 
ences. Mehta replied with a categor¬ 
ical "no.” 

0^ TaAb, BcntbMy 


Bimal Khal&a Files Charges 

Policemen who shot Beant Singh ore chaigttd ivilJi niurdej 


T he police guards who shot Beant* 
Sin^ dead, the accused in the, 
Indira (Gandhi murdei case, hacc 
now been charged with "murder” 
Beam Singh’s widow, Bimal KhaJsa, 
moved an application in the Delhi 
High Court on 30 ApriL alleging that 
her husband had been “murdered" 
by two Indo-Tibecan Border 
PolicedlBP) guards; Tarsem Singh 
Jamw^ and Ran Saran. With the 
filing of this application not only has 
a new twist bMn given to the case, 
but an interesting point has been put 
forward for adjudication. 

The prune accused in the case, 


conviable Sotwant Singh, Kahar 
Singh and balbiv Siugh wei c charged 
wtih being p<iny ''lo a ciiminal con- 
spii dcy 10 contrail an tileg£il act. to 
.wit, to f.ommii iho murdei vf Smt. 
ladire (iandhi" The charge-sheet 

concluded that the othur accused 
assassin. Beam Singh, had died on 31 
October and. therefore, criminal 
charges against him could not be put 
up. No further details of how the 
death occurred or how the prime 
accused, Satwant Smgh. was critical¬ 
ly wounded were disclosed. The 
lawyers of the accused, at that time 
had declared that they intended pur- 
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Udayam. the 
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NEWS 


suing the case of Beant Singh’s mur* 
der 

Bimal Khalsa’s application was 
filed in the court of the additional 
chief metropolitan magistrate. S.U- 
Kbanna charging the two comman' 
dos present in the guardroom at the 
line of the shoot-out with the murder 
of Beant Singh. The petition was 
filed under Section 3C2 of the Indian 
Penal Code and Section 27 of the 
Arms Act by Bimal Khalsa and Sham 
aher Singh, elder brother ot Beant 
Singh, an advocate practising in 
Chandigarh. The petition has ques* 
tioned the circumstances under 
which the late Prime Minister was 
killed and the subsequent sequence 
of events once again The teams 
investigating the assassinMiioni 
namely the Anand Ram enquiry 
team and the Thakkar Commission * 
(both of v/hich have rrot presented ' 
their roporta yci) hnve been del*.*’nR ^ 
deep into the cienn that foUowAd 
the action of Sat wont oingh and 
^ani Singh. Eyewitness accounts of I 
the incident and tha charge sheet | 
clearly states chat both Beam Singh : 
and Satwant Singh threw down (hair i 
weapons and put up thair hands tn 
surrender efter they had fired at the ' 
Prime Minister. 

Bimal Khalsa and Shamsher Singh 
allege **that it is clear from thi 
events that followed that 


I Singh was murdered in the same 
: transaciioR in which Mrs Oandhi wts 
i murdered.” The application aUo 
I states that the tact tl^t the security 
I guards of the PM were escorted 
I inside the guardroom of Ihe PM*i 
I house was corraborated by the state* 
ments of the prosecution witnesses 
I including f> K. Bhait. addieioneJ com* 
mrsionc; of police. R.K. Dbawan, 
pr.’r.onal assisteni to the Prime 
Minister and M.L. Poteder. the poii* 
tical aide to the Prime Minister, all of 
whom figure in the list of 144 wiines* 
ses in the case. 

The application seeks to negate 
the veision given out by the invest! * 
gating teams that Beant Singh was 
killed and Satwant $in^ wounded 
after a scuffle ensued between them 
and thi ITPB commandos. The appli 
conif b*"''' printed rut that at the 
timr '•( *hr sH-vr^ovt 9ri*** Sir-h 
had alyo.’'d:; .^—r—.^er'Kl .•'nd he had 
throv*n d''i'.T. hta rc*.*ol7rr fro*^ which 
he had shot th'' rtime Minuhcr. They 
have also demanded that the mo 
commandos. Tarsem Singh Jammal 
end Ram Saran. be called before the 
court so that criminal proceedings 
against them can be initiated. They 
have also demanded that the records 
of the investigation of FIR No. 24I/S4 
he called and the circumstances of 
the shoot out presented before the 
. art 
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STOCK AAARKETS 

The Galloping Bull 


Share prices o/TJSCO rontiiiue fo shoot up 


"SI 


hares are not essential com 
Imodities that one would like 
to peg their price down to a certain 
level,” says the controller of capital 
issuas, D. 5. Mehta. But when a scrip 
shoots up by more than Rs 2S0 in ju^i 
two months, there is obviously 
for concern, he admits. This is what 
happened to the Tata Steel (TISCOl 
shares following the announcement 
of the steel price hike on 20 Febru 
ary. Initially, it appeared to be a 
tamporan phase. The growth factor 
wii predominant with anticipated 
profltt of the firm being R$ ISO 
crorea for 1S64-8S. But after the 
union budget was presented this year 

aodtheptictfpirilbegan.nSCO was 

undoubta^y the market leadtf but 
ahare prices of TELCO, Reliance, 
ACC. end Premier Automobiles too 

10 show e rise, __ 

fy the end of April, the TISCO 
•crip had touched an all'tima high in 
It Ri 6S0 and in Bombay at Rs 


*>Zi Ths persistent price rise was a 
result ol frenzied buying at the mar 
kets. and then' seem^ to be no 
■‘topping the strong bull pressure. It 
was then ihat the finaiKe ministry 
dec IOC d to intervene. The worry was 
not so much the rise in prices but tha 
fear of such sn abnormal increase 
precipitating a sudden crash or a 
payments crisis The controller ol 
capital issues rushed to Bombay on 2 
May to convene a meeting ^ the 
prominent members of the Bombay 
Stock Exchange. At an earlier meet* 
ing, he had appealed to the brokers 
for an ‘automatic self*regulatory 
tnechanisni,* which obvios^y bed 

not worked This time, he was wiser. 

It was decided at the metUng that 
the TISCO scrip would be shifted to 
the cash list With this changeover, 
all traaiactions lo dte TISCO scrip 
would have to be in cash thus putdag 
an and to aB speculadoa. The BoO' 
bay Exchange gave an iitimedUu 



notice thet after the stipulated three 
months, the scrip wuuld be transfer 
red to the B list on 2 August. There 
were murmurs of discontent among 
, the bulls and some people are even 
known to be lobbying with the Tata 
management to protest against thi 
discrimination. Finance mini.stry 
officials say that the decision to 
transfer TISCO and no other share 
was meant as a signal to the rest 
According to them, it should not 
metier to the management which list 
the share is in since the Taias, unlike 
some other business houses, do not 
trade in their own stock. Besides the 
curb imposed on the TISCO shares, it 
was also decided at the meeting that 
j a 2'y per cent margin would be im* 

' posed on all transactions on 12 parti* 

I cularly volatile shares in the sped* 
fiod group 

TSr* nvtrcme of these decisions 
tven • de:/"*vn-d trend in prices The 
• nmt dr/- ^h** TISCO share prices 
I declined by Rs 40 to stand at Rs S70. 

At Delhi too. the situation was gulog 
, out of hand. The stock exchange bad 
even imposed a frantic margin of 100 
per cent on the purchase of the 
TISCO scrip for a few days. Although 
the Delhi market quietened down 
relatively following the Bombay i 
meeting, it was decided lo hold n \ 
joint meeting of all thi; px<' .ick;*n. i 
and executive directors ol rh( | 

bay, Delhi, Calcutta and M i 
slock exchanges 

This was convened at the office of 
the controller of capital issues at tiw 
finance ministry on 7 May. It was 
decided that any action taken on any 
share scrip by its principal stock 
exchange would automatically be im* 
piemented by the rest of the ex* 
changes where it was listed. Such 
concerted action, it was felt, was 
necessary to contrnl the stubborn 
price spiral. On the same day, Delhi 
, brought into effect a 25 per cent 
margin on five scrips at its exchange' 
TISCO, TELCO, ReUanca Textiles. 
Hindustan Lever and Century Spin 

I niflg- 

Wieh the combined effect of the 
' meeting along with the fresh mar¬ 
gins, the TISCO price, which suffices 
as a barometer of the trend, fell from 
Rs 590 at the last closing to R$ 560 on 
the very same evening. But the affect 
I was shonltved. Over the last few 
I day*, the pricM at both Bombay and 
i Delhi are rising again. While in De* 

I Ihi, TISCO is hovering jiut below Rs 
600, at Bombay, Just two days after 
the Delhi meeting, it dosed once 
again at Rs 604. 

I There is one aection in the stock 
exchange that believai that no 
I iBoujit of margins of buyara would 
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NEWS 


\ help matters until these margins are | 
also imposed on the sellers. Tlie 
present margin on sellers is just 
three per oent According to these 
cirdeSi the sellers are committing tar 
beyond the stock at hand and usurps 
ing the money from the *'Bed/a “ 
without having even a tenth of the 
stock committed at hand, (hed/a is 
the part-payment pending delivery. I 
According to one estimate, while the 
total trtnsections at the Bombay 
Stock Exchange In the TISCO scrip ' 
I have been to the tune of seven lakh | 
I ahares, the deliveries have been just 
I 7CI,CK10. They form a strong lobby for 
I restrictions on the sellers, or bears, 

I who they feel are fuelling specuii- 


tion. 

According to finance ministry offi 
cials. the very members oi the stock 
exchange who ere in a position to 
curb the speculative activity are 
themselves parry to it. thus leaving 
little scope for self control. “Some 
objective regulatory system has to be 
evolved,** says Mehta. With the un¬ 
precedented growth in the resources 
being generated at the stock mar¬ 
kets, some basic reform hai to be 
cunducted, he feels. But the resist¬ 
ance to th^ measures is stiff. One 
finance ministry official trying to get 
a telex installed it e stock exchange 
for instant communication between 
different markets was astounded by 


NICCO-WEBEL TIE-UP 

Workers at War 


Thft Left Front's new corporate experiment runs aground 


I t seemed like a pragmatic step or 
$0 claimed the West Bengal Indus* 
tries minister Nirmal Bose Despite 
ideological contradictions, the deci¬ 
sion to offur 26 percent of the e<]uity 
of the totally government-owned 
WESEt TV manufacturing unit to 
the National Insulated Cable Cor¬ 
poration (NICCO) of Calcutta and 
convert it into e joint sector project 
was necessary “to save Webel from 
the onslaught of ft^eign companies 
in the field of electronics,'* explained 
the minister at a recent press confer¬ 
ence. The Left Front government as a 
policy had always supported the ex- 


I pension of public sector industries in 
' the state. But now. the scope for 
expansion at the state level was 
I limited because of financial difficul- 
I ties explained Nirmal Bosa defend- 
; ing this novel corp^ate experiment. 
I Despite such rationalisation the 
attempt to revive one of its loss- 
making units—an estimated cumula¬ 
tive lou of ks 20 lakhs on a capital of 
Rs 25 lakhs—has been strongly criti¬ 
cised. 

Dissident party members end a 
hurt and angry labour force have 
described the decision as a sellout, a 
desertion of soiialUt values and 



I the opposition from some of the 
' bigger brokers. The perplexed offi¬ 
cial was later told that the influential 
brokers did not went to lose the edu 
he had over the others since he bad a 
personal telex installed at his office. 

These initial obstacles have to be 
overcome if the stock markets have 
j to tackle the growth in the volume of 
I money pouring into them, Mehta 
j stresses. Besides, there has to be 
close monitoring to ch«*ck defaulters 
which is next to non-existent today. 
The resources generated at the stock 
market are expected to total Rs 2,000 
crores in the financial year 1964-85. 

A ^sefif Cwrespandant. Mew OsM 


more forcibly as attempts at priva¬ 
tisation. But the architects of this 
tie-up, chief miiuster Jyoti Basu and 
his industries minister have both 
reiterated their stands and blessed 
this unorthdox alliance. Thus, in 
spite of requests by the Webel TV 
workforce to withdraw the appoint¬ 
ment of Subrate Paul, the NICCO- 
appoinied general manager of the 
reconstituted company, ^th minis¬ 
ters have stuck to their guns and 
given full support to the Webel 
board. With its promised "dowry" of 
Rs 6.34 lakhs which NICCO brought 
along at the time of signing of the 
memorandum of agreement, the 
capital base of the reconstituted 
company has gone up from Rs 25 
lakhs to Rs 32 lakhs while Rajive 
Kaul and Dr Abhijit Sen, ebainnan 
and managing director and vice- 
chairmen of NICCO were inducted 
into the Webel board. 

The terms of the tie*up are deer Of 
the paid up capital of Rs one crore of 
the reconstituted company, the West 
Bengal government will hold 2$ per 
cent of ^e equity, NICCO 25 per cent 
and the balance will be offerM to the 
public. The oew company plans to 
increase production from 800 black- 
and-white TV sets a month to 2.000 
sets a month and by 1967 an inbi* 
tious target of 6,000 TV sets has been 
set. There are also plans of foreign 
collaborations and talks with Sha^ 
of Japan to provide state*of*the4rr 
technology are on. Yet the 90>strong 
Webel TV workforce are unhappy 
with NICCO as well as the the new 

idliunce. 

Since 6 April although there haa 
beeo no officially dedared strike or 
cease work, employees have betn 
holding the Webel TV TaraioUa 
headquarters under aaige. It was in¬ 
itially led by the than general mana¬ 
ger of the company A.K. Mukberjae 
(who subsequently resigned tn early 
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April), but the resistance petered out 
on 26 April when (he management, 
reluctant to take everything l^ng 
down put up notices warning that if 
indiscipline continued .wage cuts 
would have to be resorted to. The 
workers reported back the next day 
<27 April) but refused to talk or 
negotiate their grievances with the 
NICCO representatives. In fact on 
chat day.Subrata Paul, the NICCO* 
appointed general manager was not 
allowed to carry out his duties and 
was forced to quit his chair under 
threats of physical violence. Howev 
er. with Nirmal Bose's assertion to 
the members of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce on 20 April that no 
irresponsible trade unionism should 
be tolerated, a head-on collision was 
inevitable. Thus, backed with police 
protection Subrata Paul entered (he 
premises the nex( day and suspended 
four employees on charges of gross 
indiscipline. 

Since then, a curious situation pre< 
vails. The factory still under police 
proeection. is technically open: Paul 
is given access to the managerial 
chair, the workers report to work but 
production is at a standstill. The only 
consistent activity is (he lunch time 
ntcrchs during which some Webel TV 
employees together with those of 
contiguous units denounce the gov* 
ernment for selling out. 

On their part.the workeii seem to 
be divided on the issues that they are 
fighting for. The six-memher CITU 
team, the only recognised union 
according to the Webel board, claims 
**the deal was made secretly and 
there was no communication regard¬ 
ing the working environment, service 
conditions, etc..'* **Nothing has been 
given to u$ in writing and unless we 
sea what the new package of services 
has to offer- how can wa agree or 
disagree" said a CITU spokesman 

However,(he 300*scrong Webel Em¬ 
ployees Federation, an unregisterod 
organisation, which claims the mem¬ 
bership of a large number of em 
ployees of the other Webel units is 
fighting on ideological grounds. 
Tliere is no justification for convert¬ 
ing a lOO per cent govern cnen«wned 
unit into a joint sector venture,they 
claim. The arguments of financial 
and managerial paucity is not one 
that the federation is willing to buy. 

The management predictably, has a 
different story to tell. Repeered 
attempts to get the warring factions 
to negotiate and air their grievan<‘es 
have failed, claims the Webel TV 
board. According to Subrata Paul, a 
meeting coovan^ at the Lower Raw- 
don Scraet headquarters of WBEIDC 
at cha behest of (he striking em¬ 
ployees with the Webel TV chairman 


to explain the consequences of the 
restructured board dissolved into a 
slanging match when instead of the 
four representatives of (he em¬ 
ployees, ten turned up and the raeei • 
ing had to be abandoned. On his part 
Subra(a Paul on behalf of the new 
managemen: has offered the olive 
branch. “Kxccpi for non-issues, we 
are prepared to discuss any grie¬ 
vances and I am certain any anoma¬ 
lies (hat exist due to service ccndi- 
Lions can he worked out amicably 
once we vii together." 

However. •>iKh an assertion seems 
to have done very little to quell the 
fears of the Webel TV workforce. As 
things stand today, a curious impasse 
prevails with the warring factions— 
the Webel TV workforce and the 
managemeni surveying each other 


PRANCE 


Ml f l«m j I u I cf 10 s h i.s .s*< a f 

T hroughout his career as President 
of France, (General de Gaulle had 
earned the reputation as the odd 
man of the Western Alliance, at least 
in the eyes of the Anglo-Americans 
(or the "Anglo-Saxons," as De Gaulle 
himself called them in derision). 
Since he heiame the French Presi¬ 
dent three years ago, Francois Mit¬ 
terrand has built for himself (ha 
reputation of a conciliatory partner, 
certainly more pliable than his pre¬ 
decessor. GiK’ard d’Esniii^, a Caul- 
lisi; so much so that most Europeans 
and especially the left-wingers in 
France and Britain had almost come 
(o the conclusion that Mitterrand 
had become a tool in the hands of the 
Americans. 


Bui in the middle of May. the 
French President'v image underwent 
a radical transformation due to hU 
stand at ihe Bonn summit of the 
seven industrialised ciiuntrieB. Mit¬ 
terrand refused to di.'icuss any re¬ 
forms in the trade policies of the 
seven countries or of the EEC or of 
GATT (General Agreement on Tariff 
andTradei unless the Americans dis¬ 
cussed reforms m the international 
monetary ^ys(em. He made it clear 
that France would not approve or 
participate m the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration's "Strategic Defence Initia¬ 
tive" (Star Wars Research program¬ 
me) in Ms monopolistic form because 
he (Mitterrainl ^himself was sceptical 
about America s willingness to share 
knowledge abou< the Star Wars re¬ 
search programnii- with her allies. 
Mitterrand also expressed concern 
that the US research programme into 
space-based defence could jeopar¬ 
dise the concept ut nuclear deterr¬ 
ence, • 

Milterrand's detractors, however, 
criticised this on the grounds that his 
independent line both on trade and 
defence is primarily for home con¬ 
sumption, and a voi e-cat chi ng ges- 
lure kecpit.g in mind the legislative 
elections in l-rance early next year. 
They also point out that Mitterrand, 
was pandering to the farmers* lobby 
when he pointed out that the liber¬ 
alisation of trade, as wanted by the 
Anglo-Americans would threaten the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
of the EEC. 

It IS too early to evaluate the 
longterm effects (on domestic poli¬ 
tics 111 France jof Mitterrand's "in¬ 
transigence" on trade and defance. 


Horfcrrs pn4c«>ringacalmt Ihe mow 

across the battlelines with (he police 
on hand to intervene should things 
hot up. Bui unless a sense of mutual 
trust and confidence is built up be¬ 
tween the management and workers 
and (he workforce is convinced of the 
efficacy of the joint sector agree- 
ment.NICCO's dream (o manufacture 
8,000 TV vets by 1987 could well be a 
pipe dream. Yionv still, (he con- 
(inued cold war and lack of produc¬ 
tion could precipitate drastic mea- 
s«ires and emt^rra&v ihe govern¬ 
ment. Should 3 lockowl be declared.if 
would not only mean a laige number 
of red faces amopgsr the government 
ranks but also the sounding of the 
death knell for any induainal innova- 
lion in the siate 



^ Hovi'cver, comment«itors m England 
have reacted adver$«iy to the newly 
! ac<juired independent line of 
France'^ «ociaIi»t PrcMdem There is 
nu doubt that >1 produced enough 
I impact on The head^ of government 
: and delegations who attended the 
I Bonn summit to prompt Margaret 
I Thatcher of Britain to launch an 
I all nut attack on Japan for its protec* 
I ttomst policies, to which the British 
I pre^s gave su much publicity that it 
I olKCured the full impact of Muter 
; rand’s views. 

' Nevertheless, as (he vummiieers 
, left fut (heir home countries, it 
; looked a< I hough ntlier cuuniries will 
not forget easily two points made hy 
I Miiienviul, I'lrsr. the trade and 
fmaiicial problems of the Western 
counines need a more fundamental 
approach than the superficial re* 
medy of another (“Reagan") round 
' of OATT negotiations. Secondly, a 
more fundamental remedv i% a re¬ 
form of the internal lonal munerarv 



PrfsMknt MtltffTt»il 

system, a txnn* winch wa$ made by 
Indna Gandhi during her last vi$t( to 
Washington 

Meanwhile, the unea»ines\ over 
America's Star Wars prngramme is 
spreading not only in the Eastern 
(Siivieti Bloc hot among Kuropean 
countries. Ih-cuusc* they cannot (rust 


the Americans at a time when both 
Prance and Germany are striving to 
build up their own defences. It is 
important to note that Mitterrand 
made his views on defence known 
only in a private meeting with Presi* 
dent Reagan and not in a plenary or 
closed session of (he economic sum* 
mit because defence was no( an item 
on the agenda of the summit. 

Predictably, a majority of the 
Anglo-American papers have tried to 
play down this aspect of (he Bonn 
talks But It 1$ evident that the mis* 
givmgs voiced by Mitterrand over 
America’s Star Wars programme 
would attract attention among (he 
tionaligned nations and the countries 
of the Eastern Bloc. Thus, although 
(he Bonn summit has been ridicuM 
in ^itain and America, perhaps the 
net gain of it was the emergence of 
Mitterrand as the ’Doubting Thomas 
of Europe.*' 


WEST GERMANY 


Furore Over Past Horrors 


Ncflimi-vviiJt! conlrovmy om* Hf.’fJMUfi’s visil loRjfburK 


W hilv the re^i <‘f Europe cole* 
brated rheir vuiortouv rnlcs in 
I World W'ui 11. West Geimans re 
niaineil prei occupied, lie mg at the 
some time thoir own prosecutor and 
defender. H May. the 40ih 
aiiniversari uf V'b (Viciury in 
Europe) da> found West Germans 
acknowledging iheir burden of guilt 
fur the horrois and harbariiies of the 
war. The lust dos's have, however, 
01*10 seen a growing assertion, sym¬ 
bolised by Chancellor Kohl's fre 
quent utterance "I was 1 % in 
thol iwo-thicds of the West Germans 
are post-war stock. 

There was no ^ringing about the 
German role during the war and the 
President of the Federal Kepublic. 
Richard von Weizsaecker told his 
countrymen during his special 
speech in rhe Bundasrag(legislature) 
to commemorate the day that “every 
German could have seen what Jewish 
fellow citizens had to suffer from 
cold indifference to hidden intoler* 
ance to open hate TTirtsp who had 
their eyes and ears open, (hose who 
wanted to inform themselves could 
not have failed to see that the de* 
portation trains were rolling." He 
also added, "There is no guilt or 
innocence of a whole people because 
guilt like innocence is not collec¬ 
tive." 

For must Germans. R May is some* 


thing between the <runde der k^pi- 
ruhtion I hour ol ciipituUtion) and 
Ihr stiifulv dvr tfhemtion (hour of 
Mn^ration) Heme, the agonising 
suiil searching and the awkward 
ImI jncing .iitempis at sulidarity with 
the W\'^tt*iri AlliJiue and pride in 
(he new demuiraiK country wluch 
has risen from the rubble of Fascism. 
That the shadows u1 ihe past still 
caisi was dpparvn: over the furore 
surrounding rrvsideni Kcagan's visit 
to a German military cemetery in 
Bitburg during ihc American Presi* 
dent's stale visit to West Germany 
Just week. Critics condemmrd the 
visit since (he cemetery contained 
among others 47 graves uf bS suJdters 
(this elite furev was responsible for 
ninnmg Ihe concrutraiion camps) 
but Reagan went ahead with the 
visit, hy saying “Thev were victims of 
Nazism roo." Mr Reagan said that 
many SS soldiers were young boys 
forcibly drafted by the Nazis. "Most 
middleagcd Germans rather liked 
this Pivsidential explanation and 
Opinion polls have shown that 72 per 
cent of West (>ermans were happy 
(hat President Reogati did go to 
Bitburg The mayor of Bitburg. Herr 
Theo Hal let spoke for many when he 
said Reagan was going to honour the 
unknown soldier and d there are any 
guilty buried there* they have 
already been punished by the uki* 


. mate punishment: death. The gov* 
I ernment spokesman, Herr Boenisch 
) was even more blunt and said he 
"found It grotesque that people were 
thinking of war crimes and not about 
things like American-German 
friendship." 

On (he other end of the political 
spectrum, the ecologically conscious 
and anti-nuclear party, the Greens 
refused to attend the special address 
by Weizsaecker. saying it was too 
, non*commi(al. They (ravelled in* 
stead to Auschwitz, in Poland, to 
I portray a younger generation of Ger* 
mans who were ready to remember 
Hitler's infamous holocaust and to 
' publicly demonstrate that (he new 
I German generation is deeply 
I ashamed of what happened and to 
' acknowledge (hat concentration 
: camps will always be on Germany’s 
I conscience. The major opposition 
' party, the Social Democrats orga* 
nised a huge peace march in West 
Berlin, their leaders having publicly 
I condemned Reagan's visit to the Ger* 
i man military cemete^. 

Remembrance services took place 
' throu^oui the country where Ger 
mans perhaps asked themselves 
quietly about rheir involvement, 
lltere is little doubt however that 
I must Germans are beginning to re* 
I sent the publicity surrounding a na* 
tion’s coming to terms with its dar* 
kest hour. A respected German daily, 
Die Sudd^vtschff Zeitung wrote: 
"The shame of having waged and 
carried on the most horrible of all 
wars, fighting for an unjust cause 
and fur criminal goals li something 
(he Germans have to deal with .... 
leave us Germans alone with It*’ 

The West Germana. unlike the East 







Germans who have never acknow¬ 
ledged their part tn the atrocities of 
(he Nasi dictatorship, have apart 
from acknowledging (he historical 
and moral responsibility made finan* 
cial payments to the victims of the 
holocaust. It is however, not the 
financial burden of the war which 
reminds Germans of their historical 
legacy hur the geopolitical realiiv of 
their old country being divided into 
two with a wall cutting the old capit* 
a1 into East and West Berlin Another 
unpleasant reminder is the fate of 
the refugees who had once lived in 
the eastern territories Over 14 ml* 
lion of them fled to the west as the 
Red Army swept through East Hrus* 
sia. Many of them live in West Ger 
many, still hoping to gn home one 
day. Chancellor Kohl has promised to 
speak io an asMiciatioii nf such re* 
fugees in June, something which is 
bound to stir things up once agaifi. 

Kohl's attempts to focus attention 
un West Germany's present and loyal 
membership of the Western Alliance 
has the official hacking of the three 
western victorious nation^. Hence 
Margaret Thatcher's unwillingness 
to have any form of victory celebra* 
lions in Great Bniom and then a 
compiomise commemoration service lertind last year All of them are 
in Westminster Abbey. This is why gestures which West Germans have 
Ronald Reagan has licen ready to nut tailed to notice or be heartened 
prove his spirit of leiunriliation by Summit observers at Bonn 
stretching to the Bitberg cemetery . noticed that Chaniellor Kohl seemed 
despite pressure from home; and! particularly intent at pleasing the US 
hence the famous handholding cure* I Prusident. It was a concerted though 
mony in Verdun with Hrusidunt Mil* I clumsy attempi ai nut letting the 
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new. demiHTaric West Geimtiriv he 
crippled by the sms ol the* old Reich 
Rut it still left many of the younger 
generation (Germans saving "( don'i 
think It should ever be forgniieii ithe 
past I but 1 wonder if 1 should feel 
guiltv or not"" 

Kanto TagHraar Rd"" 


SR[ LANKA 

A Call for Military Intervention 


TESO w'diifs liifiia to liberaff? the Tamils 


T wo tichools of thought have 
emerged in India regarding the 
plight of the Sri Lankan Tamils. One 
group feels that India should strive 
for a negotiated settlement between 
President Jayewardene and the 
Tamils. The other is nf the opinion 
that India should intervene militarily 
in Sri Lanka to “liberate" the Tamils. 
The latter school of thought has now 
crystallised into a full-fledged orga* 
nisation <‘ai]ed the Tamil Eelam Sup 
porters' Organisation (TESOl. 
Spearheaded by the DMK. it has 
drawn support from many local poli 
tical parties like (he Tamil Nadu 
Karearaj Congress (TKNC) headed 
by P. Nadumaran. the Samathu 
Kashagim headed by S.D. Somasun* 
diram, the Dravida Kathagam 
headed by K. Veerameni and a host 
of private ciclzeni end industrialists. 


' One Ilf the fundamental beliefs of 
' TESO i> that Eelam la separate 
state! IS the only solution and too 
much precious time has been wasted 
un tolks. The need of the hour is an 
' armed intervention by India aiung 
(he lines of Bangladesh. “If India 
could do It then, she can do it now. 
provided of course there is the poli* 
tical will to do it.” 

As TESO is stilt in the formative 
>iages, (he promoters are not sure of 
its funciiuns and objectives and (he 
final shape of things wilt probably 
depend on the response it mustei's. 
The organisers, however, are firm on 
a few issues. The primary purpose 
would be to mobtUse support from 
Eelam on an iniemational scale end 
dispel the misconceptions about 
Eelam. TESO would also undertake 
to establish, among other things, that 


it iv not a secessionist, sepjrittiM 
struggle but an uppr««»ed people s 
fight for liheration. Propaganda 
would be undertaken on a gk^bal 
scale M) that the woild in given a true 
picture nl Tamils uemg victims of 
genocide. TESO is also committed to 
ptovidmg moral and financial sup- 
port (o the 'Tamil patnoTs' who are 
engaged in their "war of liberation." 

One reason whv R.ijiv Gandhi is 
nut as strong as Mrs Gandhi about 
pursuing a solution to the Lanka 
problem is because Punjab is clearly 
the PM*> priority The centre has 
allowed ihe Lanka problem to 'drift* 
and the kind of uigency Mrs Gandhi 
had shown in her efforts to find a 
political seriUmeni for the Tamil 
problem seems (o be mtssmg. Apart 
from domestic priorities, there i$ a 
feeling that Mr Gandhi is disinclined 
to make an issue of the Tamil prob¬ 
lem because of his pro West stance 
In an interview with Svnoav. Nedu* 
maran admitted that he sensed a 
diKinct dilution in Mr Gandhi's 
stand MS*a-VIS the Tamil problem. 
Moreover, he himself was new to the 
problem and that too was creating 
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several hurdles. Nedumaran poimed 
out that Rumesh Bhaadan was a poor 
emissary compared to Mrs Gandhi's 
special envoy G. Parthasarathy who 
had a profound knowledge of the 
situation and h hishiriral perspective 
of ;he Tamil prnhiem Prior to his 
missions to Colombo, he alwavs made 
tl a point rn stop at M>idras. to hold 
discussions with Tamil ItMders like 
Amirthaiinftam.M.C; Kamachandran 
and M Karunamdhi But Bhondari 
did nor cnnsuh a sinple Taiml leader 
before his departure Nedumaran be 
lleves that the cause of the Sn l^nka 
Tamils received a setback in the 
"sidelininK" of ' CP" (as C Perth 
asaratby is known). Aciording to 
Nedumaran, the impart of the loss of 
Mrs Gandhrs "rriumviraie" is 
already bein( felt. During her time. 


silence on issues that are far closer to 
home. 

StunAV learns from reliable 
sources that the DMK and the TNK( 
bad planned to hold an opposition 
conclave on the Tamil problem. They 
wanted to keep the AlADMK And 
Cnngrc«s(I| out because they were 
**insincere." All major political par¬ 
ties in the opposition would have 
been invited for the conclave which 
was to have been held in Madr.is 'j he 
plans, however, fiatled out because 
the local units of the CPI and CPI'M) 
(who are members of the DMK ii d 
opposition front in Tamil Nadu) firm 
ly opposed the concept of Pelam 
because tt w>>ul«l mean the divisinn 
of Sri Lanka. 

The Indian government is also un¬ 
likely to encourage TESO as the only 
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Farthasararhy, PC Alexander, her 
principal secretary and external 
affairs mmistet P V. Narasimha Rao 
were all deeply involved with Sri 
l.anka. All three had a natural sym 
pathy and understanding of the proh 
!em. be said. 

TESO has dismissed the advisory 
committee on the Tamil problem 
appointed by Rajiv Gandhi as an 
'eyewash.’ They point out that the 
committee is not powerful enough 
because it comprises junior ministers 
I and officers, who have neither au- 
I thonty nor clout. Moreover, most of 
the committee members are new to 
the problem. Nedumaran could not 
help comparing it to the powerful 
I cabinet committee appointed to look 
I into the Punjab problem. He pointed 
out that during the Andhra agitation, 
Nehru had appointed a powerful 
committee that comprised himself 
and Sardar Patel apart from other 
prominent personalities. TESO also 
resents the fact that Mr Gandhi 
chooses to be eloquent about Nami¬ 
bia while he maintaini a diplomatic 
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factor behind TF.SO is Tamil 
chauvinism It was revealing chat the 
DMK MI.A nf (he Pondicherry 
Assembly I). Ramachandran (who 
was (he former CM) while sponswing 
a resolution on Eelam said that as a 
"true Tamil." chief minister Faruoq 
should impress upon the uniim gov¬ 
ernment Tu intervene effectively to 
protect the suffering Tamils This is a 
dangerous parochial attitude, for the 
issue at stake in Sri Lanka is not 
Tamil chauvinism but human rights. 
One is sympathetic to the Lanka 
Tamils not because of communal affi¬ 
liations but because of the violatioiu 
of human rights. Raising the issue of 
Tamil chauvinism is self-defeating 

because by the very same argument 
Mr Gandhi need not do anything 
because he is not a Tamil. 

Mr Karunanidhi’s recent state* 
ment chat the Prime Minister’s indif¬ 
ference (o the Tamils vrould drive the 
Tamils In India to domand seceoiion 
is a dangerous one tn fact, one of the 
Botn reasons why the union gevem* 
Bent was fir« on a pttfitical oenle- 


ment within the framework of a 
united Sri Lanka was that talks of 
Eelam would revive the forgotten 
demand of secession this side of the 
Palk Straits However, at present, 
(he •saving factor l« that the people of 
Tainil Nadu no longer want a sepa¬ 
rate state for themselves. 

Provided it is able to steer clear of 
chHuvinitm. the TF.SO is a healthy 
! development because only a 
I rnrHiungful. effective and dynamic 
<i*-m«HTacy ran accommodate a wide 
r.mgr of views In its own way, the 
TESO (representing the Indian hard* 
linersk rxn be uneful to the Indian 
I government Just as President 
Jayewardene blames the hardliners 
in his cabinet and outside whenever 
convenient. Mi Gandhi can also de¬ 
mand an early lesolution tn rhe prob¬ 
lem to keep h*^ 'hardliners*' at bay. 

The overwhelming majority of In¬ 
dian opinion IS in favour of a political 
settlement which would give a mea¬ 
sure of regional autonomy for the Sii 
l^nka Tamils. Everyone concedes 
that India has a role to play in 
resolvjhu the problem The major 
polnkai patties including the Con- 
gressd). DMK. AfADMK, CP2. 
CPI(M), The Janata Pariv and the 
recently formed TESO. concur on 
seven points. They are India should 
persuade Presideni Javewardene to 
withdraw the army from the Tamil 
areas and hand over the administra* 
linn to (he civilian authorities in the 
north and east as part of the efforts 
I ow ards norm a 11 sa i loo nd h u Id meet* 
mgs of the non-nligned countries to 
discuss this issue According to some 
hardliners. Sri l.anka should be 
threatened with expiibion from the 
non-aligned movement if it does not 
show an inclinatinn to settle (he 
problem soon and amicably. Other 
pnint«i a*e a committee of Indian 
MPs should go to Sn Lanka to hold 
discussions wnh the Sn Lankun par* 
liamentarinns; and that India must 
internationalise the issue on two 
counts—the problem of Sri Lankan 
refugees (estimated to be a lakh in 
India) and the violations of human 
rights. These aspects of the problem 
have to be raised by India in various 
international forums, the United Na* 
tions and also with the super powers. 
India should initiate an economic 
blockade of Sri Lanka if the latter 
continues to be unresponsive to ■ 
negotiated settlement. Finally, the 
Tamil rebels should be accorded the 
recognition given to SWAPO and the 
PLO. Perhaps, the advisory commit* 
tee appointed by Mr Gandhi could 
locus upon this seven-point charter il 
it withes to disprove the theory thit 
"the best way to shelve a problem Is 
to appoint a committee.*' 






SPOTLIGHT 


Im^e-maker 


Khitf^hH^ Alam Khan, lur 
har a>ntnlnitii»n to rhe im 

T hrr^ nnihms iv'smv prr>VHmt>ni of linlta's im 

Uc abuiit (he Krind (ni- in rhe world ol orsme 
age India award mslirutod rirv I>v (H»puUrisine her 
(he Indian lii^intir** id hal biMMiv did^ Among 
Ma rkei mg Man me rii. i he ht m i n nr it's at t !ie rere 

dfspite the fhoiii* of rho rnnnv were ('hivf ,T«i>tiee 
recipient fnr 'he Y V ('handr^uhnd, and 

graceful Shahni? Ititsiin onion mioisin loi htsilih 
A woman of exir-iy^Omarv and fnnnlv welfare Mv 
drive, she was ivcvnilv AfoK^maKutwai. who pre% 
presented the ;M'*.oIjde idi d AT Iho \ho 

the union miioster ef $tJ(v vm-oH pr.ns** t»n Ms Hii 
fni externil affair's, Me jiii Uw he'vwl; 


A I any wedding, ihe 
evrKKure of attention 
IS usually the bride But 
the wedding of Bhoori 
Ram arvd ptilpceman Ram 
A»hray was diff(*rent All 
eyes were fixed on the 
bride's elder sisrer. none 
other than one time queen 
of (he Chamhal, Phixilan 
n(*vi The former woman* 
d.iroil, who has been 
undergoing detention in 
(he Owalior Central Jail 
ever since her surrender 
in I9B). was let out on 
parole and eMorted under 
heavy guard to the wed 
ding Naturally, it wai a 
strange wedding pnrty 
that consisted mainly of 
armed guards deployed m 
protect Phoolan^and pie 
vent her from escaping. 
Over 4(Ki uniformed and 
plainclmhes guards were 
positioned around the pan 
dal, on ireetups and ter 
races of surrounding struc 
tures 

It was the first time that 
Phoolan had stepped out 
of pris<»n since her sensa¬ 
tional surrender in March 
I9g.1 The day of Phoolan's 
brief sojourn with the 
world outside, however, 
ended disappointingly for 


Shahiiar HiiMiin rc'vhrsfh' Ini^ laeiaaward tnm Kharslwa 
Alam Khan 


Phmlafi IW«I 

her: for monlhii she and 
her paramour Man 8ingh 
were planning to get mar 
ried along with PhouIan's 
sister, accurdmg to Hindu 
rites. But the iail author 
ides did not grant Mon 
Singh parole, lest the two 
aitrinpt tn escape. Man 
Singh'k applicoiton for 
parole waN rejecied at the 
eleventh hour and 
Phoolan's period of free 
dom reduced from 24 
hours to eight huurs. 
According to reports, »h« 
spent m<«s( of the time dur* 
ing her journey to and 
from (he wedding flinging 
uhuses at all (he police* 
men around her—save her 
new brotheMn*law. 


An Officer and a 
Politician 


mer aim* av ramp to 
Prahhiidas Patwan whim 
the latter was (lovernor of 
Tomd Nadu during the 
Jnnnra dass Born inio u 
family of politiciani. the 
voimg aiiny officer simply 
coidrf nnt resist I he temp* 
tation of joining politics 
As rhe f'-overnor’s ADC. he 
wa^ seen driving to Con¬ 
gress leaders* homes in the 
Janata davs whenever his 
official duties brought him 
to the capital with the 
(iovernor When rhe Con- 
gressll) finally came to 
power in 19^. Pat wan 
complained against Davar 
ro the defence ministry 
and the controversy saw 
him out nf the army. Till 
recently, (he bespectacled 

C apt Praveen Davar. Youth Congressman was a 
one of rhe new office • dose confidant of Arun 
bearers of the Indian NebruJn the Anand Shar- 
Youth Congress appointed ma ream, he has been en* 
by the lYC president trusted with the foreign 
Anand Sharma. has come a relations and publications 
lon^ way: he was the for* departments of the lYC. 


Praveen Davar 


Artarya B^henalh Sharma. whs wsa the eoveiad Rs am Ukh 
Vlava SanAfSi Dharwl Paraikar for Ms tanlribuUon is Saaahrli 
■Hraiare re td red the award fratn Pilau Mlnliter Rajiv Candhl at 
a teetSan hi New DrIM'a Taee Marti Uoaae. Lookhii on b the CP 
chW Plater N.D. ’Hwarl. 
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Robots for Surgery 

I t «:ou)d be caJled the 
fir VC applicetiun of robo- 
tio m human surgery In 
an operation pei formed in 
Cdlifornia. a robot arm of 
the vite of a kitchen mixer, 
devcrihi'd as valer and 
more Mcuraie than a 
surgeon's hand, has 
helped doctors remove a 
(umiiui from a S2 year-old man t>r Yik San Kwoh, who 
developed the computer programme chat makes the arm 
wnrk« said the machine wuuirt never teplace u surgeun 
but was a major improvemeni in the way brain tumours 
are located and remnved. 

The arm holds a probe that guides the surgeon through 
a hole drilled in the patient's skull and down a narrow 
tube to (he tumour The patient's head is held in place hv 
d ti jme that contains the cuordinates of the tumour The 
lohul IN accurate to wiihin 1;2,000 of an inch 


Slow but Sure 

P eople whu Stammer shnuld first learn to speak 
4uw|y. only then can (hey speak lluemJy No one is 
ceriain why this technique works but it seems that it 
compensates for the difficulty that stammerers have in 
cnordinaiing rhuir thinking, breaihing and using their 
vocal cords. Must normal sjieech is controlled by the* left 
side of bram; stammerers according to one theory, suffer 
from interference from the right-hand side 


A Remarkable Feat 

S cientists Ht the university of California. San Francis> 
cu. have redesigned an entyme to alter its I unction, 
which could eventually benefit the chemical and fuod 
industries as wcM as mediune. Accurdmgtu Prof. Robert 
Fle(terick, chairman of biochemistry and biophysics, the 
feat "represeried" one of the first steps in custom- 
designing enzymes to do highly specific tasks with high 

efficiency. 


Insulin Through the Nose 
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No Between-meal Snacks, Please 

C hildren, if you don'i 
want to have tooth de¬ 
cay. just keep away from 
between-meal snacks and 
eat only at mealtimec. 
According lo Dr Martin 
Curxon. head of Child De¬ 
ntal Health at Leeds uni¬ 
versity. England, all foods 
can potentially cause 
tooth decay in susceptible individuals. Many foods, 
which would be a natural alternative to sweet snacks— 
cakes, french fries, biscuits, bananas and raiains—were 
likely to cause tooth decay. That is what was discovered 
in animal tests. Sugar may not be the only culprit. 
Although regular brushing is important. Dr Curron 
warns againsi Kicky foods which are high in refined 
carbohydrate. 


A new method of admi 
nivtering insulin—a 
no«e spray used before 
mealv—may largely eli¬ 
minate the need fnr in¬ 
sulin mj'ttions in M'vure 
djabctics. 'According to a 
study condu, lod bv a ream 
of revearchcr- at Boston, 

USA. In their e*perimt-ni, 
eight people used the spray at liume fnr three months. 
One of (he research-'rs. Dr Renete Kimmerle. said that 
"this study shows that it cdn be tolerated, and you 
achieve the same amonni of glycerine (blood sugar) 
control as the patient can achieve with injections." The 
kev to (hr new technique is an aerosol pump that sprays 
insulin mixed with detergent into nose. The deter¬ 
gent helps (he insulin (lenetraie the membranes in the 
nose. The defect uf this technique was that it caused an 
irntuinin in the nose in some patiems; diabetics would 
still need the iniectmn a dav lu provide insulin while 
(hev sleep Insulin <.iinnoT be swallowed because it lx 
destroyed by enrvmev in the digestive system. 


Hope for Arthritics 

A new ray of hope now emerges for arthritis patients. 

Researchers at the University of Manchester Insti¬ 
tute of Science and Technology (MIST) in north-west 
England believe they have made a major advance in the 
"golden shot" treatment of this crippling disease. 

Gold-besed compounds injected into the blood stream 
have been used by doctors for several decades to relieve 
severe inflammation in affected joints. But until now the 
precise mode of action of the "golden shot" has never 
been known. The "golden shot" injection takes the form 
of a coluuileM liquid with a gold base. Some doctors 
have been reluctant to use it loo frequently because of 
rhe unknown action and the occasional side-effects of 
dermatitis and vomiting. The researchers have now 
devised a measurement technique which for the first 
time makes it possible to follow the course of the 
injection, to study the changes, if any, it undergoes in 
the blood and to see how it works. 



PnMematic Dummies 

A dummy or a rubber 
teat may stop a child 
from crying but it may be 
problematic! it could be 
the source of a rrotjble- 
some fungal inleclion. 

Babiev with oral thrush (a 
disease affecting the 
mouth and throat) have a 

"white mouth" caused by_ 

the gtuwtb uf a yeasi called Candida albjcans. This is 
usually a minor infection but can get severe enough to 
affect a baby’s ability to feed. FJfiy per cent of the 
dummies can carry the infection and children who suck a 
dummy are much more likely suffer from it. In an 
ideal world, says a doctor, babies shouldn't have dum¬ 
mies at aU. - 
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Sugar 

has b^n gettii^ swtter 
over the years. 
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pno*s had kepi pare w^di 
mlbUijn, sujpir unuld aisl 
It;. MU blci today. 

OuL*ss whf) s lH*hiiid (his ssut i 
sOU* of ifTairs? 

Ihi' ixts. |iM iIm' l« h 
III (ht* bM (hoidf, (tfus in 
tytTNi hiW' nIrh iqi \ And ki (lu< 
tt** <A (My 

b\ rffivi^ Mil9ir Itts Ktn jv^itiny; 
fhrapiT iM-T tiw yi'ais (Itk' tniiiji; 

konkioLN (iw Uwv MtukiiRl) vutti vuv* 

(d slfiirs 

A CAMhinR annual MibftiSy of Ra. MH> 
ovm. ty tlw MiRar IndiMry. 

Ihi* (kM p<d(> up id Uk* 
sufpr in Inda. at pntt% hi^iiM ilu< 
PM rtf ppidurOiin IhbB mU (hmujji 
iMnn tfHifK Ikiv, pn(ii> ui' bpi 
amnctally kiK tMuini' tlw Mi0r imlusiiy 
(hill Ti> thi> tUM' III lb. ki| 

(Tikn 

Ihr Industry is »> nialu* 

up dk'ir kMcN |iy ik^Dnix itf lU 
(vodun* in thi* iptn ittAi t In pwuci*, 
Him* bftM^ v idiiffl Rrt nudi' up 
The Gnvi. contnib pn^^i n ihi* 
(iptii nut)*! dak, simply hy diitaUrn; 
hii« tMdi kJjBf sliikAl he dumpid ini<i 
d, and lAhen 

Onr ««y road (o dinuier. 

Of IIm' AVI Mi|;ar mills m Mu. 

IM) an* m tir oiipi*novv MVtor, I (It bi 
tir unni aiiA ^nr. and 'I! in tfie 

Hh* ikilkaA fi« all itf ll«>ni in Nrak 
UBdes m the Um llinr yt'iirs — 
Mdrend by mAs hi all and all 
crjpnns—an* upwmb <tf Its WXI cmn^ 
To llmncc these dx niduMry lias 
had m homiw sunahh* sums from tlB* 
tunla and StaS' ikwt Tbs ln Iuvuik a 
cnpfMv rfleci on iln rinaici*s 
Cor^uendy. payments m Mwruinu 
l^rimfs an* R.<|(ubrty jinimk ddayt*(l a 
a4i enp hft heuime a oidii utw Cant 
Ipiwffs an* MifTi'nn^ fur no fauh of 
them, and are nauifaily jinnkiri); Ii*vn 
and Its suparcanr l*niduroon of siit»r 
has phirnmnetl fnm a peak of Hh 
mftiwn toffirv hi 1^1 H.A, to AO million 
tonnes icday. India, utik^ unce rtpomd 
Ri 600 crufcs (tf susar (197A'4)>. ha.N 
mm spent Bs. 200 *Jores «itf 
prraous fofeipn eidan^ on import* 

The B die siak irf an industry 
nhih, by any imrnubonal jBranH*irrs, 

Is pmdioivr aid efikleni ' An indunir) 
UM Is the iMnnd largest m ihe 
awry. 

b thb in Ihe intnesi ttf India ' 
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Aflies nSAprll—I4MIV) rms 

.s .1 ot m-K^o IOftur«s 
Siua«nis shouicJ devote 
mortf lirnp lo ^hiOics Your 
finar>ci<ii fooh 

bright Ai riom« you W'li be c<HieQ upo<i to 
etiou^oer rnotp resoons^b lities Mro^eeniori* 
ais sn^uio avcib argumuni^ tbe« 

coiiaagues Thioea >ri ehoutd t>e 

wary ol der.eptipn 
Good Mot: ^3 one 
iMkv nvindtri ^ f; jnd 7 
Fiveurable diroevon; f.^si 


TAURUS (IS Mot— 14 Ju^o) 

AM vOur eliorift wM^ t)e 
cik>wnen succms 
week 1^ y<4i are n ppve otki 
»nien{]iiiq io gel married, this 
IS the ioea( I me lodovi Proievo»orkoio and 
buh'esbmed wiHmokesTeaOy r«Mwav bui 
jvo,g scecijiative vemures SiuderMft tv'll 
also tind ihio phaee fovourahie Ai home 
vour lamily members win give you a io< ol 
jOy A pleasure i/ip i< m rhe oifing. 

G«M di(ei: 20. 21 and 22 
LuOy numbart' ? 3 and 8 
FivQuriblo flkroeUOA: rxnjih weet 


GEMmi (16 JWM—14 Jelyl 

The eiaru ohine bnghiiy od 
ihe tinarijuil ^oni this week 
YOU will M able to lepay mosi 
of your debts Love and mv 
nage are weii ognilied A leiiei from a long 
lost friend will Qive yo^ I ioi Of O^oaaure 
However. thi« ^ I good week lor proles- 
siOnals or buMoessmen Ai home an eldm* 
ly rnember oi ihe family may suCdemy fab 
sick c>o noi neglect ^ur heaim 
Good datoi. 19. and 23 
Lffcky nembors; i. 2 and 4 
Favoerobli dlrietim: Norih 


CANCER (15 JalT—14 Aegvti) 

This week social er>gage- 
menfs will keep you ousy Oui 
do rroi neglect your official 
duties There are chances 
Ihai professionals wiH come m for severe 
criticism from their employers Business* 
men should deal wiih therr customers 
careluity. ''hrs is, however, a good penod 
for lovers. Law suits will be resolved 
amicably in your favour. Your health w*a 
improve markedly. 

Good dates: 22. 23 and 25 
lucky rminbirs: 7. 8 and 9 
Fivoerablt tfJrtclldfl: West 






LEO <1S AoeHSU*14 Softiffl* 

Mrl Sporismert ano pools 
wii find rtva period favour¬ 
able A pMasure lr>o you 
were looking fonvarO lo n 
the o'hr>g However this <s nor a good 
wei'H k>i businessmen do not undertake 
linanoai rsks and posipooe expansion 
piar>s Ptoless>onar should stay awa ; from 
office poklics 

Good iaM. 19 20 and 21 
Uofcy Betnbiis* 2. 3 and 5 
Favoerabfe dfrectiee: Nonh easi 


VIRGO (15 EldtefBMf—14 
Odobar) Th.s is a guod penod 
toi those €t love and miend* 
ir>g ro get married Ti^ose 

looking lor lObS may rvid one 

(hiS week, while ihose <n service may took 
foiward 10 a piornouon Pnkcemen win 
receive awards ter gallanNy Lawyers w<i' 
also 1ii4 ihis phase favourable However, 
your linancial pioflpecis d<e noi very briqhl 
Keep a sharp eye on your heaiih aod Mt 
Oaed dales. 19 23 ar>d 25 
Lucky eenbiri 6 7 vxj d 
Fivoerabit dtrecMe: South 


LlIRA (15 Ociebar—14 
NdvtabCfl Law suits will 
cause a 101 Of anuery to you 
this week Your financial 
prosoecis are noi very bright, 
you miy run inio debts At home problems 
mii keep pkog But do not gel dressed 
ss this b>esk phase wiH soon ceme to an 
end Howevet. Sus a good week lor love 
and rramage negot>aiions Your iieallh wiH 
improve 

Good dam: 20. 22 erv) 24 
Lsety ssmben. i . 3 and 7 
Favourable dkocHor Nonn-wesi 


SCORPIO (16 MovowN r —14 
Oeeambar) FmarKiai gams are 
m store tor you ttk$ week, but 
avokj evtrevagance and save 
somethirtg lor the ramy days 
ahead The domestic front vnU remam 
insp<nng TTus is atso the ideal time to sefito 
law suits teialing to properly matter^ Pio- 
lessKmais and busirtessmen wm forge 
ahead Lovers wiH imd the<r parents ex¬ 
tremely oomprormsmg But watch your 
health Closely. 

Oovd dam. 19. 22 wd 23 
Le^ aemban: 2. 4 and 5 
Favmife Mftclloi: East 






SAGtTTARtilS (16 Oioambtf^ 
14 January^ This is a oariicu* 

lariy lucky week for 
businessmen do not hesi- 
iaie 10 execute new plans. 
Pfolessionais w*H also make steady prog* 
les^ This lA (he ideal time to get married. 
Tiic domestic front will net cauae fresh 
probwm' The slats Shme bnghily on the 
tit'urKiai fioni A fetler will bnng good news. 
Good dalit; 21. 24 and 25 
Lucky nufflben; 3. 7 and 8 
Fivourabte direcHoe: Norm 


CAPRICORN (15 Jittuiry-14 
Fobhtory) Creahve ariisis and 
writers will find this period 
favoui«.:'le rare honours are 
m store for them But your 
success la hkely lo aiouse the jealousy of 
your reiaiivos You will need tact ar^d 
panenco to everceirie embarrassing siiuS' 
ions ai home This« not a good phase lor 
professionals ano busmesuman Your de* 
lenoraimg heafih will add to your wornes 
Coed dim: 21. 22 and 23 
lucky nufflben i 2 mo 3 
Favoureblo dUiciton; South-east 


AQUARmC (15 fobrvirv—14 

Marchf It you ate lookmg for a 
iob mere are chances fhai 
you will Imd one this week IT 
you are planning to change 
your career, do so only after consulting 
your weii-wishers Prier^ds and relatives 
wd be pariiculaiiy helpful tu you this week 
Vout financial prospects look bright. The 
domestic iront will temsin peaceful But do 
not negieci your health or diet. 

Goed dam: 20, 23 and 24 
Lucky numbon* 2, 4 and 8 
Favourable dlrtctten: Nonh-easi 


niCES (15 Mervh—14 Aprllf 
Friends and relatives will 
keep you occupied this 
E. % % 4 week This is a bright period 
for all concerned Protes- 
sionaia and businessmen will rnake steady 
progress Potdipans and lawyers will also 
find this penod favourable. On Ihe financial 
troni some of you wilt gain money or 
property through inheritance. However, 
those above so should keep a vigilant eye 
on ihetr health and Mt. 

Beeo oam; 22, 23 and 24 
Lucky mmberr 3, R and 9 
Favouraftla diracllen: West 



Fo# Me bm bMweea 15 AriM ifld 14 May: 

Your desire to excel m life mskes you ampiiioua by nature Ai times you do noi hesdate io resort to unfair tnaam to reach the top 
You are also proud ^nd you terrd io rvegied the feeitrtgs of others. Meat ol you are also endowed with a rve eesihotic dense. You 
may choose the creative ana aa your proieeaion. Womerv bom dunng fts penod are uaueRy very fair and they make good 

heusewtves. 







nt 

sugar prices fluctuaie. 
you'd Mtfk somebody 
manipulates t(iem. 
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■ WkiohiW II hi ' 

Thi* H«tr tun«is' 

11R’ sufjiKmw 

1K' »11»k^ih*r^' 

(ir ilH’ 

K'rh4|» ii b MrfiH'Uiinji iliiiei ilxt 
difTvniii 

B K i ini itui Miiiir j>fyvs m liulu Ian 
n<i iqM (Ml MMh MilLfvin 
h K >lKl^ a lai Uui Mipr pnry n ihi 
fuiVi i tumuA' hU- iii4«ch ' 

tf«' iUpil atluslft IrRjIK 4plhl 
(In* tlunn ainwiiK Utr iU\s rMilhsiaq* 
Mwnnwr 

A (umd piiC), Iwl ... 

Il I' Uki' [Un.\ (l«l tiair. ()■ MlfBr 
•Hbiarv ll•1lrnilktl pfNis •• MtifH' 

luR *4 k» «»cn«>N 

As a n'lHli li (hi *nt\\ ui^’iiii^iuiiDn 
Va l^nl h» diniii'U imv^rv 
n^r mtu (Iv iiiRii nofti’i llxs las lunnn 
nnwl ihr b»i-s iRirflil4*i iN Mwr Jlldlr^(l> 
hi ■hUii.i iliK ^nr. Uv kiiduMO Ihs 

hill hdiiil ici i«*lnhi Ill iix iipi'ii natU'i 
<|Uiiu. Ill Ilk liN HHailln, ai artifxiilh hM 
pmn NiUiRil) ^Riruiii' him tn Ui.- 
hin/iai wd prxi^ ui hMHi li> 'Jhci up 
Ihr frdr of inpnfV 

Thi* <imi IS ptMunni; in irufi'n suKir 
hcoN <4 l yRtnil slHtridEi'' itiiiii|(h 
Kii wtwi« nii*fl' iTiKul IS h« llin MWt 
A hftRi(d*i dk hkI 

I 4 A lhr>t«)i Sak' Jiiiixa% a id 

l*KhHi rv. h i'\^«iKii lUik shir|j)R>> 

ih.iHR :ni|«ns PKl^^rfu|»lll 
Ih IS « Ui> RUk rwiiiirrs Ihwiishnl 
Pin ilaiHH'lisi diftVGli niHii siNjps h 
wP v'ni' dk furiRM' 'Hoi in brt is nlut ik 
ikfi hin Amin hr (Ik pisi no )^9r^ k 
nrls 

^ri Inni inmidi’ uuli«KQt impons. ih* 

sm SUM* id dH i-hAin imh ii> h> li>Aii1iiii«i 
Ore kw) r«nd Id 4hwter. 

IM Un S<Q Miffr niilh in Inda. IU> an* 

•• ih (iifiijiAr H\U4. IIK ■! Ih* (<im sURk 
«iti« srI '’(I ii; dR |hMi MTtur 

1 U i«ikiA ftr all <4 6ktn i« M*«k 

UpmA n dR' UsI dins ntrv-—<4ifli,*n'd 
ndK II ak aitnrs aid iB n<Qiins.^(r 
U|*intih 44 ft. W cnRfs To huiicr Urv 
kMN Ur* HiliMr) Itis Imt lu tximiu 
*4iiiK friMH dr h»iik> and su«> (inw Hia a 
htnr« k cnpf^ <*• liunnrv 
CirRMiHnii^. |«)intMs k> sutarcvr ]trn*m 
in irjiidiil) (cURf AinfK-Q K ash cnifi has 
hrmn' a (iKki ur <jnr f^nMitR air 
■vlhfmit hr in CmIi <4 ihiis. aid an 
rani^ RnMint; hv. iihI Icv> mrshuir 
hi4iiciii«i i4 BOV 1*1 ptuiuvR'iui fnrn a 

nk nf Sh iMCin iniA n tWiM. Q/ S4 
ir^n WW W Mb) Ma. atiKti inr 
npirvd ft Hill mrr* «if <<49? I k 9 *'S.>>\ 
his nun sfirfR ft iW cnn> 1 id 

pfiowi lortbii t'^rhlfv in impnrb 

lha iR (hr kOic of an ntuMfy utiid). hy 
■It nttnocnar (vamrim, n pnaliacdsv md 
rffinm' mi Mhiurt nhati« die ihr wtund 
ftfftra n tr cnMiy 

Umh. • kit wdi ft he dinr 
M dar n iwm nui 


This India 



MORADABAD: A novel mtj of 
copying has been adopted by an ei- 
aminee who was caught redhanded at 
the Inter College examination centre 
in Nareuli town. The examinee, Na* 
veen Agarwah had placed a polythene 
bag filled with small slips in his 
mouth. To show that he was eating a 
betel he kept on chewing the bag This 
aroused the suspicion of the invigila* 
tors who pulled out the beg and found 
the slips which contained handwritten 
notes from which the examinee was 
copying—Non hern India Patrika (An- 
jail Khare, Lucknow) 

CALCUTTA* Mr Shekhar Biswas, a 
resident of Jubi'ee Park, has received 
a telephone bill for Rs 800 IS years 
after returning the insirumeni. 
According to Mr Biswas, he had depo¬ 
sited (he instrument in 1970 when he 
muved huuse, along with a request to 
shift the telephone tu his new resi. 

dence at 47 Jubilee Park, Calcutta 
However, despite repeated reminders, 
the authorities did not transfer the 
instrument and in a letter informed 
him that as the 47*exchdn|>e was fvlly 
Ixioked, it would be impossible to 
carry out the transfer. But Mr Biswas 
was surprised when a few days back he 
received a bill charging him R$ 800 for 
calls made on an instrument which did 
nut exist —The Telegraph iB. Ganesh. 
Jamshedpur) 

PAIZABAD: Coin shortage should 
have pinched his pocket at most, but ii 
left an unpleasant impact on his 
cheeks, instead. It was too lace when 
Che victim, a shopkeeper of Akberpur 
town in this distriet, realised his mis- 
take in offering Nir^h to his custom* 
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ers in lieu of small coins. The shop¬ 
keeper had invented his own method 
of getting over the problem of coin 
shortage and his customers would 
cooperate with him by accepting the 
I contraceptive. Recently, however. 
' when, by force of habit, he offered a 

i packet of Nirodh to a woman custom- 
, er, she instantaneously loM her lempei 
' and left the shop efter raini.ig slaps on 
* bis cheeks By the time (he no'^plosscd 
shopkeeper regained his composure, 
she had disappeared—ind/an Express 
(S.S. Raju. ^mbay) 

RAIPUR; On 23 April, a youth fmm a 
village jn Bilaspur district came to the 
rescue of a Muslim girl who was re- 
iected by her fiance on (he eve of the 
marriage. The bridegroom’s party 
reached (be bride’s village on 21 April 
and immediately started wrangling for 
more dowry. The girl’s parents, unable 
to meat the demands, approached the 
village elders who. with the consent of 
the bride, decided (o send back the 
marriage party. However, the girl’s 
disappointment did not last long as a 
youth of the same community came 
forward and agreed to marry her with¬ 
out any dowry. Inspired by this chival- 
I ry, another youth sou^t and won the 
bride’s youn^r sister’s hand in mar. 
nage—The ftiner cf India {Ajai Bhal- 
chandra Kher, Allahabad) 

SHIMOGA; A lineman of the Kamtta- 
; ka Electricity Board, who streaked 
' down a street here on 22 April, won a 
! bet of Rs 2S with his colleagues but 
ended up by being suspended for the 
‘^indecent act.” The executive en¬ 
gineer of Shimoga has ordered an 
inciuiry into the episode— The Statc$- 
man (Mitu, New Delhi! 

MADURAI; Visuors to the collector's 
<rffice at Ramnad move carefully with 
(heir eyes fixed to the ground for fear 
of stepping on a snake. The building, 
where a number of departments in¬ 
cluding the collector’s chamber have 
been located since IS March, is 
haunted by snakes. Invariably, class 
four servants either drive away the 
reptiles or kill them. On 19 April a 
snake coiled itself among the files in 
the corner of a room. The bewildered 
staff members ran about the town and 
caught hold of a snake charmer who 
took away the reptile—The Wndtf (R. 
Venkatesan, Tiruchirapalli) 

BOMBAY: Believe it or not. a pregnant 
woman arrived at the Sahar interna¬ 
tional airport here from Dubai on 20 
April, entered the ladies’ cloakroom, 
delivered the child and walked off, 
leaving behind the newborn—/ntfjen 
Express (B. Meenakshi Sundaram, 
! Trichy) 


[ Without Comment 

I <11 j mine of diamonds, how can 
onv fiMiJ glassV—Kamlapaf t Tri- 
palhi. leternng in the illustiious 
Nehru familv, nr The Times of 
h\di,i 

It there jre differences between 
l)ml.< iVjs,<inrao Patil) and the 
' high tommand. t‘ll stand by the 
hi|ih command-Shalmitai Paiil 
i in The Sunday Observer 

^ Who hasn'i made a housed Are all 
22 chief mmisier*« of states house¬ 
less? .Mine IN a kitchen compared 
to iheirv—Nur Bahadur Bhandarl, 

I Rikkim CM, i i Herald Review 

I am not willing tu cooperate with 
•I Prime Minister who brands 
Opposition parties as anti¬ 
national and then seeks their help 
when in need—Chandra Shekhar 
in The TefegrapA 



Some people are feeling that we 

' have become too soft and meek 
on Punjab But the way of Iwe 
does not mean weakness Those 
who think so must know* that the 
lone nf love can toughen and the 
soft hand can become hard—Ra¬ 
jiv G<indhi in Indian Express 

I am not afruid nf ihe Japanese. 
They don't have any more gray 
cells than we do—Helmut Kohl tn 
Time 

I 

I have known (Ronald i Reagan 
slightly for e hundred years. If he 
came into a ruom, people would 
gallup (ike gaselles to avoid him. 
He IS the most boring man that 
ever drew biearh, but a superb 
actor. All this stuff about him 
being a B movie actor is bullshit-*- 
Gore Vidal, playwright and 
essayist, m The Illustrated Week¬ 
ly of India 

I would have liked rn live in the 
Victorian age. That age was 
naughty; today's age is nasty- 
Om Puri in Sunday Mid*day 









For )‘ear$ 

the IrKlustn' has been 
squeezed out of shape. 




New ihe crundi is nnnlni;, 5 mk>a 
suf^r (iKild bec4iffl(' \rty stvitr in 
the (ipen maiici And even if ii in 
available, it'll bi* ai prkes nuhody 
wU find $\K*el 

Hru could this happiD? 

Can anyihinit he doo<*^ 

Hir pnMtfli lui m dH* iiput mailul 
1h«i •htVf 4«<mai> (!■•(» <Vid 
dill* vtirfr prm vt (hmuiiiiA ui *k> 
niferf 

litt'* rc•pomlHe^ 

Ihr '4i|ear mdiftiry i?i ilknHtI i» aril 
<«ily <>f ife pnidut' in Ihr iipm mtfiil 
fliik A In up kir dir ksMS il utfwv m 
kulMdiMnit <4ipr n ituiin UmfiK — m dir 
lunr •/ «ntr lU .4Ui wtn 

Ikifiinunaa^. dir (mM Nb fnnTd itv 
aidiMf> hi friraar U iw iifini railil 
lima A tfir fiivi aimihs 

fhe ^Nlll' SiM cn>Hi|di ihr 

fuiurr Hiw> dh' lmpi'ndtf« ih«>rUKii. and 
tMirr dn hidi pfvr^ 

StaniiinB nit6> Ut hr Aw 
UtmwAak'h 

Wmc can br iHwT 

Htm uamiu the «)pm A«rt,i'i qwitf 
hi 5(r« this mB hi4ti rt MaNbunji [kM’Si, and 
n mhaav dir npivml iti(iniaL« auiuiih 
Mapir at UK iifaii nuiWi */M afaui itvp dv 
lfltabk»^ ai hi) 

Ihr <Hn^ » alcrady impr^rnii aiaar 
Dw <in niakr up ftu iili'iruani 

<inir ui raiMA tbnph 

KiK morh mn* nmh lo hr diun* il tfa* 
MiKlr uidiMr) » hi 

Onr my nad to iltoMtor. 

IW (hr SV? wfpr niih H* Ma. 1 Mi 
■ir N chr naifatimt hQi«. in4 ui dir 
am shii Mevir. and ^ to dir puMic 
wdiir 

the ouhii kir al ii( Ihmi » hbak 

jn tor hM diier Man—>uHi'ri<d 
hy mib to 41 leiliirc iind all n^vb^R' 
iCMnb «rf Rv PlOO Cfti'i'N Til neaiKv dhnr 
|i•.<r^. dir todiMr> ha> luto in hmtt* 
totuMr aim fniffl tor fcanlu and SUU 
GiKt» tha b haofK a cnppfans «4rrcl lA la 
Tuonn'S CnfMiiurii^. paymenis vi 
ai|>ianr p%mm uv nfubrty jrtunii 
deb^ A cash cnip has Noimr a <mbt 
inr Gar Rh^i n an* Mdlitinu kK m bull 
id tontv and are munly HRiwnR has and 
lo» adtuca* Pndwxnto id uj):ar haa 
phmia^ Inim a ptak id niiVhci 
btonrv to iWi-AV ui 5 imluto htoim 
bdiy tote, uhidi ince eip<>ni4 ts dOO 
oiuvs <d 9^(U (19*^,?b) ba> n<r« ifKMi 
2 QD crum {l9toi,dS t ••! pfcvhivs fi'crqto 
(to impiirv 

Ihii a iht sDB id an indusiry wturh. 

hy BR mirnGini>iBl fmntter>. ei |irudicinv 

aid enicmi! An imhidrv aivch ^ Ur sccimd 
UfiNsi to tote. 

Sii hto dr ume amr ui dn tiMrrdiif« 
ahnw dis' 


iirrtini,ci-iOM 
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in« iDMnct oi Kjrpov lUtM'Ov. 
who wot# oinorwi## et^«9«4. ^ony 
#(#god • mognrficoAi cowo «n wiAfMno ihe 
ini#rc)olii lou^nomoni m Tiibutft, ih« 
pf#mt#r tvont on n># ehoo# c#>#nd#r H is 
nol only ih# f#d ol hi# viciory tvi ih# 
margin. 1 Vi point# clt#r o 1 a world ci### 
fiold ineiiidir^ ail tho Candid#rn axcopr 
Korchnoi, whieti loads ono to tuspeci that 
Iho proipoei el a 8rili#h world champion i# 
r>o longst rn lha raaimi o 1 lanufy 

for lony th# vital Orsaltthroygh may 
Wit) h#v« baan vicior^ ova' hi# two a'ch 
lormaniors, Pomach and Timmin Hii 

S ma aaainit ih# lanar, • cri#p eul-and 
u#i affa^. show# iha immania potamiai 
of an unoppoaad Q^iaan'a b«ahop 


VVhila A MiM Blaeli. J 
Cngiiah Opar>ino Tiibgrg 1904 


1 P-Q04 P-K4 

t H-93 

9 NP Naf 
70-d 0-IU 

9 

.i 

JiCkd^ 04M 


2 N-QM 
4 P-KNS 
0 0 -M 2 
i P-OfO 
tp P^M 
HZ 


Timman 


N-K09 

P-04 

H-fO 

e-KJ 

p-es 

P-QM 


A irivvv with fa' reaching Mnaaquaneaa 
which turn out to ba unfavauraM tor 
Black Bailor tharatprv was tha duMt tS 


Tho Now Zaaiand vfta'orv Brvaa BaH, 
pfaiaad lha dadirar'a play on thi# fi^«l 
against Masice m iha Ov^hplad Wiim* «. 
pachapa. ha rafrainad fict. ccmn.cni on 
tha PiddiiiQ 

OtaiatMfasi Gama an 
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WKh Woof## North and Wignafl Sowlh, 
tha OtdQinp want. 
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QUESnONS 

I What«tha scaenca ot poisons called? 

2. in nigtfiorulogv. whdl is Ihe lowest 
thickest layer o 1 the earth s atmosphere 
celled? 

3. Cheriss Fourier. RoOeh Owen and 
gtienne Cabet belong to which school of 
polihoal meught? 

4. Whet is catalytic war? 

5. What do the following cnckecere havw 
in eontmon Jack Simmons, terry 
Qomes. Sidalh Weflinvny. Martm Crowe 
and Qeott Humpage? 

6. Neme the faboratory instrument when 
was iirei constructed by Ma» KnoQ eod 
fimet Auik« Ih Ihe i9304 
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Timmee tStidn 
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K0-Q1 

t4 N-«9 BaM 19 BaB Q>1» 

19CMa* K-RI 17 PkB 14-02 

tep^t 

Ti>c movo lim.na^ had dvidin»l(v *>>Ow. 
oasm^iad whn piayir^a &• it ; 

Instead 190>i^O-K)' t90>d^ . k. 

iwva lah tha white quear i. dini«;.kis. 
but now the OMP roaily >a ihraaur..e 

IB... QR-NI 19PmP NtQ2)sKP I 

20NiN PfeN 21O#-O10-B2 I 


22 P B4' 


DUO0AM 


Noi only delerxliiis againat the Throat of 
H 43 iHJi pavirtg lr«e way lo' he own 
la(>gi<*d<i anack 

22 RaP 

tapUHting tiw pirt which not oparwd up 
aloi«g Ihailvrd r^nk 

23RkR K<R 24Q-B.* R-N1 

Mil 

iti- a ii^ainv wh<v<i Will locur If 29 

/tu t RaU ?i H eemaiO 

.1, U N9 29 ItiiP O-M 

2. k. iy« Q«BP 29 R-M 

K«.;A.tn.L (hi> Ihemv While Ihieitana 29 

0.1 

a ^JS^ 9 0-R6 N-K2 
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Aoutd be shell. North s (ask fV ♦ *^ 1901^44 

haarti waa ridculiAt# 

South ruflad lh« iPamond wad m 
dummy, eaahad # A K. than a I6w hM<t 
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Quiz 


I 7 Whei are abyssal tauna> 

6. The Oeriioder VuHe, .>.Cfais tr. bau., 
and West bengai have beer»rixioericfC 
the knee uf whclt /knanc^ nvai »4:iiry 
scheme? 

9. Ahuradhapura was the ary^enl capdai 
Ot which Asian country^ 

10 How IS lha actor Amnir JaNaiM^ 

better known as? 

11. In Indian history, ine Siih leMer 
Banda Bahadur was captured and 
ecufed duong the reign of wfach Mu^ 
j emperor? 
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Ks KOli cnnv> <>l >u^r (lus 
iH» opiiic Bv cnm (<in 

impitfix 

tiirv kidl (i» (Biamv chnr ihr 
MdKMr) lud i<i htffm MA’aMc Mirtw 
IdM Ilk haiib arid M 4 U Ri^ 

lw« mil a < npflan rfhti cm il> fkikkn 
|4ty*i'iH« ii> 

an* niAitarti t 'Hmjt dcUicd % mh in>(t hm 
bnikhr a ir4i Tliry art' MiTrruifi fur 
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TW ttktiom. 

FmMs and awkd imly ihr ndwunr 
«hi«H br allirM4 hi a*ll SIN id il» pn4ucr 
M thr iifM oaitin 

Ihn and uhr CiK* rd Ihr iilfirAdilV 
t^li^a|lr^ n Ur upm naiin and tfir 
unrqaiiil >liy lN|ih pmn Thtfi Mil iIm) 
hitp (Ik ltk*lini{ i» 

ali t^ 0M|«.>nH4, MW* 1>uk ca*i (w\\ nmk 
«f fu( khalnv* goui at ciUom tihi^ 

btK hk Uir mdiuin lt» tanKt, iau(h 
■grr wfA W br dunr 

Malr MIT Mi)Bnvr |piwr» find it 
pntiiahk Hi ailii«Mr typianr AK 
(iVncvtoiral hncn OktMaiiUc > 

ftriUMnidaiiufts n mpM ot cair pncrs 

khiadd hr mphtniiilrd wlhugl delay A 
•taiNiid |■llH^ iMtda hi bi* hmiwtaird 
S*i abuuri tin M»rvM ai iIm Ihr id 
Tpta.* aial uaf^rliifi m » 

b^vctf'i pniFiubh' h' pfinhi.r .jpai 
Baii '.uiiv |4k<4 

iW» «dl K'lp Oh syfiai nduMiy m 
Urtum iwi <d Ha pfrunl nundt^i (h<i t 
(m4 id lAr Ok' mV ate irlp m buihbiiK 
up bidht Uncia 

ItkA. mi <«d) then. mU Uh* Indian 
auffr iihhMn hmier Mate' lUd (iiK ihrii 
ran bidu pii barb Ui cvniinR pmnus furrypi 
i'uhanfi by e^iairlHiji wear 
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rhc«« four clocks hav« only dots where the numbers 
should be. What »s more, the hour and minute hands are 
idem ical, su it in rather difficult to tell the time. To make 
morrers worse the clock faces have been rotated by 
various amuuiiis, and. as you can see. each face has lost 
oni* dot. Eui we know that: 
a) Two clocks are missing the dot for t2 
hi One clock is exactly one hour slower than two of the 
others 

cl None has lost the dot for 2 
d) Two faces show the same time. 

Can vou work out the times that the clocks show? 
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Each number in the mam grid represents a letter. The 
same rtumber always represents the same letter. Three 
letters have l>een given to help you make a start. Can 
you now substitute the rest to complete the grid? 


ick Think 


>4 

B 

C 

B 

C 

A 

c 

A 

B 

A B 

B 

C 


Where in the Urge picture are the five fragments 
reproduced above > Remember thei the fregmeats 

be turned eround in various ways. 


In this addition som the letters A, B and C all stand for 
non tero digits Can you find the nuoierlcel answer to 
tbe sum? 
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! Solutions lo w<‘i*k's frast'Tv: 
Word Play: 


These square aie made with maicUrs Can \ou 
rearrange five unbroken st|uare«s and tlisirihuu* i he luur 
matches of the such square to make nine squaieMd thr | * 
same size? 


What’s in a Word? 


f \ v^Vyl\Vh 

d/v/asaV 

s-V n \ / kj \ /'^\- 



mm 


p 

ORT 
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UDE 
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1 NT 
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ATH 

A 

SP 



to frolic 

unfinished 

loop 

letters in a 
book 

set 

clasp 
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Sha|»e bleuih: 





Add a letter to each of ihe words so that ihe> f*t the * • 
clue. If you get the right words, the six added letters will | 
spell another word which you want to avoid happi'mng . | 
to your clothes. I '• 



Shape Sleuth 


4 > 




i Join the Dots: 



'H n N ^ c' 

tfH 2 a E 1 
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fjuick Think (Page 751: Minus *IS 

Wilsharpener: Miss Sarala Singh, 20, First; Miss Maya 
Lai l9, Second; Miss Brinda Puri. 18. Third; Miss 
^^****>N ^ Rashmee Das. 21. Fourth. 

Figure it Out; Squares; 14; Rectangles Squares are also 
Father wants to leave this property to his four sons in rectangles! So, the toial number of rectangles is 14 4 at 
such a Banner that each son gets a mango tree and a Ica^t 1$ rectangles of different sizes, 
pond and the shape and size of all the four plots is j BUnkagmms: Praised. Despair, Diapers, Aped Sir. 
ideniicaJ. I Quch Think: The answer, is. obviously, no. 
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HOC'$17 ugee (jrTK rug fiouiK 
hH9 iP vOire MOrugd PuS5 ovgc 
VOU lUACHVPANP UAMP IT TO 
M sues YOU Utt 
"UAPfV MOTHfJt’S nvt ' 


lU KHOUA MOtMEK 
ANP lU COME riYiNO > 
OVgR OICAY ': ^ 




f Ml. 50 nnv: 

mom; ufMAT 
A FHiETTY - 
UlOW6«.^ 
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Reiiitiiiibei >oui 



Keim?nilM{) how (he gods smiled? 
How the birds sane? Remember the 
ihirsi Limca you shared with her? 
Ytxi <uin still (a<(e th^t Mme'n’ 
IciiitMU llavour each time you have 
a Linita *rhe togetherness is real 
lust hko the thirst time! 
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A fcer achicvinii u ko<k 1 
deal of 5uccefUk i n r h o 
Kannadv him industry, 
^*avithrj is n<»w flooded 
with offers from Telugu 
filmitiakers A confident 
Panlhra repliw “Now I 
am all to prove iliai I 
have Itoih liUmuur and ta- 
lenirOnly the future wi(I 
icJl whether she fneani^ 
what she says. 

M one*' appears to Iwr 
the sole cause uf a 
* misunderstanding he* 

I iwven the singer ,S.P Safe* 
I 5utiramanjit/n and Knsh 
I ltd. Balasubrantamam no 
longer sings for Knshna. 
Now other male playback 
singers are vying with 
each ocher to fill up (he 
slot 

S ilk SniJiiie. the south's 
reigning sex symbol, 
has turned down an offer 
frnma floUywuod film 
maker to act in hit fUn. 
^Thereeaon. according to 


hei, was lack <>t umu. Sho 
h«>(i tu give SIX moni hs o| 
hei I line, w'hich wos u very 
uJI order. Sn shv told the 
filmmaker ihpT if lit 
want' d her ko badly he 
could shoot lie I scenes in 
India' 

H as Pjsjr i \uniyan 
Rho\ post lion 
weakelitJ coosidertihiy in 
Hindi cinemu^ Four of his 
films, Prem Tapasvx, Aaj 
ka MLA tbased on his own 
Teluguhit. MM Vecfwkon- 
da/u^. Hacs/vftr and Sarfa- 
msh have flopped m a row. 
Now he has two other films 
i<> prove himself. 

A s character artistes, 
Snjatha, Sarada and 
K.R. Vijaya —theinniiy— 
are fine actresses. Com* 
petition among the three 
is always intense. But re¬ 
cently, Sujatha scored an 
edge over her rivals when 
she won the Sivithri best 
actress award. 


VARIETY/Khaas Baai 


T he resurrection of Sun* [ 

jay Durr i s now the talk | 

uf t he ind u st ry. Prakash { 

Mehra set the trend by j 

signing him up tn play the ; 

leading role in Imandaar i 

and a number of other , 

filmmakers followed suit. } 

Sunjay has already signed 

eight films and is awaiting f 

the release uf .taan ki 

fiae^i. which wi11 deter- i 

mine his future av an t 

actor ^ 

» 

I 

T hu success uf Pyur 
,/Ifi/kijiSahini winch i» 
u s big a h 11 u s Sholay an d | 
I Ja i Sa n fo.slii Maa ) h as | 

given Padmint Ko/h<rpi/re j 
a fresh lease of life and | 
made her take her career I 
very sei lously. Prior tn the 
release of this film, she 
was down in the dumps 
while she watched other 
aciresses climb up the lad- | 

I der of success. Now, things i 


are brightening up for hei. 
Says Padmini, “1 am lucky 
ihis film came along 1 
don’t knuwwhat 1 would 
have done or where 1 
would be 

A kbar Khan is a very 
disturbed man theve 
days. Ihs first film. Ilaad- 
>aa. was a fiasco after 
years of hard work Akbar 
IS getting more offers but 
the only film which he is 
now going ahead with is 
his brother Sanjay Khan’s 
Kaa/a Ohunda Oiray Lo/g. 
His brothers. Perrx and 
Sanjay. are wurned about 
hisfuture. Even his mar 
riage with Ranjeeta. the 
actress whose career is 
facing B crisis, is also vn 
rhe rocks *'1 have had 
enough fur at least five 
yeats I am now going to 
concentrate on my career 
as an actor/* says Akbar, 









dunljop introduces 

THE NEW PROFES 


Tough, Uncompromising. On the fast track. 

A new breed that's going places. A new generation with 
professional drive. 

For this new professional, Dunlop has 
a new car tyre. 

The Dunlop Olympus Nylon. 

It's got resilience. A strong nylon casing to 
take the roughest going. 

It's got staying power. With a premium depth 
tread that goes a long way. 

It's got style. A tread pattern designed for 

better grip. 

Olympus, it's the new professtonal. Made by 
Dunlop for peopl^ wtth standards like youi^ 





DELHI DIARY 


Ministerial Jealousies 


No Successor to Alexander? 



Aril khan 


C ^ilirict Moh^i 

UA KlUw<n .ind tjitiim 
niiniMvi "f ^iiitc. Aid 

' MolKimni'iJ Kliaa, Mi di i<i 

l>i* du IM tiu *1 pa rr St»ni<>i ii\»' 
; hjs ami riiM ihv 

M'dioi rhai as 

hnili slit* anil Khan aie 
Mnslinis fiom ( K mimikt 
ni laid Kliali will try lu 
uMirp liei ]Misiiinn in state 
|)oii 1 Its Nte iiMliMisy 

d.iU's l>«uk Id I he .^)k 

, Siiltha eJetiKdis. Mrs Ktd 

! w,M. who re pie sen Is 
; had hri eyes on 

! K ah ra ic h. 1 1 w 11 ' ns h i ut* ncv 

I ^ 

U> which Khtih shitted af* 

, let K'picsentirg Kunimi 
, loi five wars Bahiaich is 


Mohuu Ktdwai 


mil diaii III Mis Kidvr.n's 
home ciivirui. li.iMhanki 
In I hr Marc h Assembly 
(Hills, wliih SIX uui ii( chr 
i'ij;ht Ha hr anil seats wvrr 
won hv the ( niiKri'ssrh m . 
Barabniiki, ihe iiailv lost ' 
in five of the ri>:hl scsits • 
Thiee party candidaies ni ^ 
Hor.ihanki have i om * 
plamrd tn the AlCC alIcK 
mR that Mrs Kidwai did 
not help thrm. 11 us has 
furtbci c'ltra^^d hrr 
Suspicions between Mrs ' 
Kitlivai and Khan nave 
KTown since then and a 
spair ol complaints and 
coniiler lortiplainis have 
inllowed 


Dearer Friendship 


T he Russian Kooble has 
Ih’comc (ic’.M t'i No. Utr 
{nirniaiioii.ri \aiu<' of ihv 
Soviet cujfrncv h.is nni 
shot up sudden)y But in 
rhr biiaicral iiade W 
tween India and (be 
I SSK. fhr Knpoe has been 
devali'ed. On I.** March ihe 
Koveinmenl fixed the ex- 
. ch<iiiAe I ale at R.< 11 M42 
pci Roiibtr as uKamsl the 
prevalent rate of Rs 
; 1 he Rouble. 

I however, wd' nor so strong 

I ill ihe iiiierpationdl rnai* 
kvi iit ihd( (mu*: Wheteas 
in January om I'S 
Dollar was ipinted at h7!» 
Roubles, in January 
the exchanpo rate was 
O.bA When the Rouble had 


lU'prei I a I i*il in i he i n r t*i na 
tional maikel. how lotild it 
'have appreciated against 
ihi* Indian Rupre’ The tix* 
mg of the exchange rate 
iK’iw'tvn the Indian and 
Russian cuirenvivs has 
iH-'en a runtruvcrsial sub 
teci since long During the 
Janata regime a forctuda 
was evolved Unking the 
exchange rate to the value 
of the Rupee m Terms of a 
st>i*ciiic basket of ciirren 
civ> Already, due to the 
Rupee trade arrangement, 
the USSR enjoys wnsidei 
able leverage tn the Indian 
market. With “friendship" 
making the Rouble dearer, 
the ieverag*' has been en 
hanced. 


W ill Hnme Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi abolish 
the pusi of principal 
j>ecfetar> to PM’ .Since ihe 
resignation of Dr P C Ale¬ 
xander, following the m 
volvcmeni u 1 his office 
staff in the sp, scandal. 

ihe post ha.s bece lying 
vacani. Arun Smgh the 
M*n;ormost p-irIi.smeiil.• 
sccietary. iv in charge i f 
everything in the PM^s 
office* he ci^mhines in him 
self the lidos fornieilv 
I a ken up bv Ur Alexandei 
(Hid .sperul assisiani R.K 
Dhawan in the Indira Gan* 
dhi days. The uihef two 
patliamentary scxTelaries, 
Oscar Kernandes and 
AbRk*d Patel, are in fact 
aides ul Amu Singh While 

kei ii.irides is assigned 

some government work. 

Patel man I tv deals wiih 
parrv m.itters Ihe most 
imtHirtjni bvireaucrai in 
the new setup ts G K 
Aiora. .Ill additional 
secretary A former aide of 
OiiDanlal Nanda and U P 
Dbar (in men heyday in 
New Delhii, Ainra is 
tiusted wiih rnatteis re¬ 
lated lo the cahiiiet secre 


lanat. Montek Singh Ahlu- 
walia IS in charge nf econo- 
mic maiters VSTripathi. 
who quit (he lAS to serve 
Mis Caiidhi's team, is un 
trusted with the home 
ministry llie new special 
jssistani. Veiikatraniau, 
has gone un long leave, 
(he aide trusted miist by 
the Prime Minister apart 
Irom Aiun hingh i% V 
Geuige, his privalo secret- 
arv He been in Rajiv 
GandhiN staff from (he 
very fitH fay he varied 
taking in:..'<st in politicii 
Among Ihe AlCC aiaff, 
puhiica! adviser Makhan 
LhI Poivdar is the most 
r nisi I'd Kii.iiv Gandhi 
MH*iiis to pri*fer dealing 
with ihv bureauci(icy 
d 11 c* c 11 \ I fi I ri u g h (he 
Cabinet secielury. Wnh 
the principal vc’creturv to 
the PM enjoviiig equal 
rank as ihe caluner socrcr- 
arv. there used to be a hii 
of confusion m the pas( 
Now the supremacy of the 
political bureaacraev (the 
pat 1 1 ament at y secreiar* 
lesL coupled wi(h ciae 
weighlage (o the sabinui 
seer el arv, seems |y be the 
rule 


Changing 

Colours? 


Housing 

Problems 


T hvf/ah hiithdas ul Hem- 
sal i Namlau Bdhugun.i 
(the many-party politician <d 
(he opposiiionl was cele- 
hraled on ihc “guvn lawtis 
of the Consiimivon Club" on 
5 .April A 33 member enm 
mittoe wav cwstituted for 
the &6(h Itinhdav relebra 
tjucis Dr Sarup Singh. Lok 
Dal leader and lormer ik'lhi 
Un iversity vice -ch arveu linr 
headed the commitlce 
which had many eminent 
Lr>k D(d |)ersunahties The 
Lok Dal chief, Charan 
Singh. addressed the* 
gathering. The Otaudhary 
concentrated on aicocking 
Jawaharlal Nehru, while let* 
ing known Nchruite. H N 
Bahuguna with the Lok 
Dol'a green Rag 


F jrsi-tenn Ml’s usually 
are not given bunga¬ 
lows m the Cdpiia) (rhough 
there were exceptions in 
the p.isl when Hajiv Gan¬ 
dhi, Arun Nehru. Jagdish 
Tvilcr, Kamal Nath. Ra* 
)esh Pilot and n host uf 
oihers got bungalows ) 
This time, the rule seems 
to be followed judiciously. 
As a result, a modest flat 
in South Avenue was 
offered to the MP from 
Allahabad. Amitabh Bach* 
'chan. The filmstar* 
politician has lespunded 
by moving into a private 
posh bungalow in Vasam 
Vthai. With this, (he Bach* 
rhxm; have three private 
houses in Delhi now. 

I D e MomaUta 






You are looking at 

our new International selection of suitings. 



AM' W^^4tXL.‘f^)lTlNGS . • 

SUITINGS f'ROM THF nr J 
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kPAKLEi 


Some uy H's tweet, 
others swear It's salty. 
All agree that It's tasty 

ertep aad erunchy. 


Buy or^ (his pack. Because 
genxdne Krad9sd( is never 
sold loose. NeWr. 


MAg nrauBJOun Biscuit 
the sweet and ^ty temptation 


World SekeUm 
A*«rd Wirvter 


evarMt/64/PP/SS 
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The Koran’s Attitude to Non-Muslims by Rafiq Zakaria 



A scene from Saagar, the first big budget film where video 
is being released before the regular movie 
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^ Shafimar Paints 

WaltimefavouTtes 
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Novopan presents 
all the excitement of 
Executive Class! 


Was it the airlines who decided 
that the executive deserved to 
be put in a separate class? 

It doesn't really matter 
who started it. 

The fact is that 

most companies today treat it 

as a ground rule. 

So who adds this touch of class? 

Perhaps there’s no candidate 
for the ioh with as much 
allround potential as Novopan. 
Novopan is the only 
pre-laminated particle board 
in the country. 

It'spredaminated on two sides. 
Ready for the job. 

This m;ans your office panelling 
can go up almost overnight. 


There’s no disruption of work, 
And look at the choice. 

A range of wood finishes — 
teak. rosewcKxl. oak... 
whatever you would! 

A.S well as a variety of 
colours and designs. 

For doors too. 
there'.s nothing like it. 

You can order just the size 
you need. And shut the door 
on the problem! 

Novopan \> great for tables, 
cabinets, bookshelves.,, 
everything. 

You can choose between regular 
Novopan and phenot*bonded 
Novopan Exterior. 

So you can use it indoors and 
outdoors. 


And here’s the final 
gualification to clinch the 
appointment. 

Novopan doesn't co.st the earth. 
Asa matter of fiict, 
it costs les.s than those 
one«sided laminate 
and plywood combinations. 

Novopan — 

for all the excitement of 
Executive Class. 

Novopan India Limited 
*^SURYODAYA’\ 2nd Floor 
Begum pet 
Hyderabad 500 016 

Phone: 70128/70129 


For stylish interiors make sure your furniture maker 
uses only Novopan pre-laminated particle boards. 


NOVOPAN 


Swiss style...a 



good sense! 
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Jtmsbedpurt Perhaps only a Parsi 
could btve done ii. It needs a sub* 
Uminal relationship with fire to ere* 
ate steel. Air, water, earth, fire: all 
the elements play their part in the 
magic of the chemical incenction, 
but it is in the fire chat the base ore is 
chastened, cleaned, strengthened 
end moulded into the shapes that can 
serve soaety. 

It is not easy to come to psycbolo< 
gical or physical terms with fire. Fire 
was the difference between the gods 
and man, said the Creeks, and it was 
a secret which the gods were not 
willing to share eesily. Prometheus 
had left his brother Titans to fight 
alongside Zeus in the war for ulti¬ 
mate power, but that did nothing to 
check the rage of Zeus when he 
learnt that Prometheus had handed 
the secret of fire to human beings, 
the secret which not only preserved 
mankiod but gave man the confi¬ 
dence to challenge the gods. And so 
Zeus sent Pendora to teke revenge 
on man. Pandora married Prom¬ 
etheus’ brother and her suicidal 
curiosity led her to open the forbid¬ 
den box, th« box in which evil had 
been contained till then. Disease, sin, 
pain now seeped across the earth to 
trouble mankind till eternity; all he 
had in his favour was a thin lay^r at 
the bottom of Pandora’s box. hope. 
And Prometheus was chained to e 
rock in the Caucasus, where a huge, 
cavernous eagle tore at his liver each 



day^and the pain would not end 
with death since the liver was re¬ 
newed each day so that the insatiable 
eagle might feed endlessly off human 
ambition The gods put a high price 
on impertinence, and the most unfor- 
giveabla crime of all of course was 
the temptation to know e secret of 
divinity. Prometheus vras. in the end. 
rescued from the vengeance of the 
gods by a man, a hero, Hercules. Fire 
had altered the world o| man, as 
much the inner as the ouitf. 

That fire is still at the service of 
men And there arc few places that 
offer a glimpse of its many dimen¬ 
sions as a steel plant. That dry, whita 
furnace, with ics terrifying empty 
heat, bursting into an awesome con¬ 
fusion as oxygen is pumped into it. 
Or the unbelievable sight of liquid 
iron pouring out of the furnace in a 
stream of fire, elements in the mid¬ 
dle of change, life caught in the act of 
transformation. Or a blating.squat, 
geometrical ingot, six sides and three 
dimensions, moving fast over whirl, 
ing rollers whose speed disguises 
(heir strength till the ingot gets 
caught in the heavy trap of merciless 
hammers coming from either side 
and hitting the ingot with a pow e r 
that translates into an echoing roar. 
Quickly, even as the fiKinai^ eye 
stares bewitched, that squat ingot 
has become a long, flat beam of steel. 

That beam, produced with sophis¬ 
tication and verve, is the end result 


When the nation's young 
industrialists were 
thinking of cotton and 
textiles, one man had the 
daring to think of a huge 
fire in which a metal 
would be forged which 
could create the 
framework for a modern 
nation state. Jamsbedji 
Tata was not just 
creating wealth; be was 
contributing bis abilities 
to something far more 
important—progress... 
JamshedJi Tata saw the 
future and prepared his 
country for it; he was a 
man born in the 
nineteenth century who 
built the twentieth. 


of a visloD. When the nation’s young 
indusirialisTS were thinking of corcon 
and uxiiles, one man had the daring 
to chink of a huge fire in which a 
meial would be forged which could 
create the framework for a modern 
nation state. Jamshedji Tata was not 
just creating wealth; he was contri- 
buting hi$ abilities to something far 
more important—progress. There is a 
difference and a disrincilon between 
the two which industrialists do not 
necessarily recognise. Jamshedji 
Tara saw the future and prepared his 
country for it; he was a man born in 
the nineteenth century who built the 
twentieth. The twentyfirst century is 
only fifteen years away. Are the heirs 
of J.R.D. Tata at all ready for it? Is 
there a dream in someone’s mind 
today which will shape and improve 
the lives of our children and grand¬ 
children in 20gS? 

■ never believed 1 would actually 
ever see it. But there it was. Or; 
the morning of Wednesday 29 May 
two passengers were on the wrong 
flight. The Vayudoot aircraft which 
hop.« from Calcutta to Jamshedpur Is 
very much a club class plane. The 
passengers knuw one another, the 
atmosphere is thick with “in" jukes 
as the younger people check uut 
their bits of information while rho 
elders exchange quiet acknowledge¬ 
ments before going back to serious- 
looking files full of plans and 
accounts. The bonhomie is under- 
standable. Virtually every passenger 
is a Tata executive Jeans. T-shirts, 
public school {English, manugement 
school confidence—or perhaps just 
Tata confidence, Perhaps it was this 
culture gap which alerted the couple, 
a very middle class Bengali pair 
going in fact to Siliguri. Just a little 
before the flight to jartichedpur was 
about to takeoff, when the doors had 
come down, and that mood of ner¬ 
vous expectation had brought silence 
into the aircraft, suddenly the couple 
felt that something wasM-rong. They 
checked. And rushed out. The flight 
to Siliguri, sitting alongside, luckily 
had not left yet. But the mystery was 
not that our unvu>:pei:ting couple had 
boarded the wrong plane but that the 
mistake had gone undetected from 
the time they checked in. 

Well, small things like this apart, it 
was a good flight attended by cour¬ 
teous men. They don’t have air hos¬ 
tesses on Vayudoot. it is still an 
airline without too many complica¬ 
tions. There is the small family air 
about Vayudoot which will disappear 
sooner or later. The friendliness will 
be replaced by efficiency. And the 
small errors probably give way to big 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/Khushwant Singh 


Komagata What? 

A youngster preparing for hU 
general knowledge paper aeked 
me to test his information. He had 
cremraed names of capitals, heads of 
States and what acronyms like MCC. 
UNO, UNICEF etc. stood for. 1 tried 
him out on items of recent history. 
''What and when was the Xomegara 
USaru?" t .kskt'd. 

“Kotnagaia what?" he asked very 
puzzled, "never heard of it It's nor in 
my G.K. cram book." 

That, perhaps, would be the reac* 
cion of most people of the younger 
generation. It would surprise them to 
know that it was an important miles¬ 
tone in our fjeedum movement and a 
play entitled The Komagata Maru 
Ini'itiertt is currently doing the 
rounds of major cities of England. It 
IS written by Shervn Pollock and 
produced by the Jerichti Theatrical 
Productions. Although the theme is 
almost entirely Indian, the director , 
and most nt the cast are English. , 
Canadian or Caribbean. The only two ' 
Indians amongst the actors are 
Rashid Karapivi. once an announcer 
in A.I. Rodin and Jamila Massey, 
wife of poet Reginald Matvey. They 
picked on this incident chat took 
place 70 years ago because it was an 
early example of racist prejudice and 
has bearing on the Altitude of the 
Caucasian races towards the col¬ 
oured to I his dav 

The setae i^ laid in Vancouver 
(Canada) The time is the summer of 
1914. A few thousand Indian vmig- 
rants *mainlv retired Sikh soldiers' 
have found employment in lumber 
mills. Even the presence of this small 
group in a vast, unpopulated country 
has created hatred in the minds of 
Canadians of European descent. A 
popular song is entitled "White 
Canada Forever'' 

We welcome as brothers alf white 
men still. 

But the shi(ty yellow race. 

Whose word is vain, who oppress the 
weak 

Must find another place. 

To Oriental grasp and greed 
We'll .vuirender, no never 
Our wsfchword he "(lod Save the 
Kinn" 

White Canada turever. 

Exactly 71 years ago this May. a 
Japanese ship, the Komaga'a Maru 
chartered by one Gurdit Siogh of 
Sarhili arrived in Vancouver with 
376 Indians intending lo settle in 
Canada. The Prime Minivier of Brit¬ 
ish C«>lomhie, Sir Richard MacBride, 
refused to let them come ashore. "To 



admit Orientals in such large num* 
bers would mean in the end the 
extinction of the white people and 
we have always in mind the necessity 
of keeping this a white man's coun¬ 
try." he said. 

For TWO months the ship •stayed In 
Vancouver harbour till it was forced 
out by Canadian gunboats. When the 
ship ariived at Budge Budge (Calcut¬ 
ta!. Indian police tried lo force Its 
passengers inio railway trams. A fra¬ 
cas ensued; the police opened fire 
killing lb and wounding another 25. 

Some years ago a Hindi film made 
un This episode proved to be a flop. 
Now the same incident has been 
Turned out into a successful play 
Some enterprising organisation 
should get it over to India. 

Loving India 

HWX elhi lives, breathes, eats and 
I l^sleeps politics; politics hits 
• every facet of life," writes Louise 
1 Nicholson. The Time^ {London) 
! travel columnist, in hei recently pub- 
I Ushed guide book entitled India in 
Luxury. She goes on to make com¬ 
parisons between our metropolitan 
cities: "The difference between De¬ 
lhi and Bombay is India's version of 
thai between Washington and New 
York. Indeed one Delhi gentleman 
looked down his knowledgeable 
no.>e. dismissing Bombay as a cheap 
imitation Manhattan. As the saying 
goes: Delhi is structured red tape, 
^mbay is money—to which Calcut- 
tans add. opiimisiically. Calcutta is 
living." 

Not all Indians will agree with this 
I blanket judgement. Nor with Mrs 
' Nic'holson^s view that "social rank in 
I Delhi IS measured solely by political 
I power. A new*boy politician is sever¬ 


al rungs above an eminent lawver. 
and certainly above any outdared 
nonsense like maharajas. Indeed, De 
Ihi is Che only city where the former 
princes are most definitely (ortnei- 
...Indian filmstars du not fate much 
better here, a unique experience for 
them; in a magazine article on ihc 
dining haunts of the Delhi culebri 
! ties, four were polilicians and six 
' were writer*, painters or performing 
I artistes—hut not a single filmstar" 
I This should Convince the reader 
I that Incite w Lukiity is no rtm-uf-the 
mill tourist's guide Wk It has uU a 
visitor who has a week or so to spend 
in India ncH*ds io know alMiut its 
histury, climate, monuments, hotels, 
eating places, air and rail travel us 
well as the hazards that may he 
encountered in the way nf profos- 
MonaJ pests like heggurs, pimps, cub 
I drivers and guides who I'uro comm is 
sions frnm dealers in <jiiti<|ucs jod 
handicrafts. And u lot m<oe 
laiuise was introduced to India lis 
j her husband who hrinight her heu 
I for then honvyrnoun The union wa* 
appare*ntly sal ivi acton ly consum 
' mated: **He gave mo u month in 
poraduv," wrote a very fulfilled 
. bnde. .She came again uiid .igoiri, 

' travelled extensively and <iecidc-<l 
' that India provides nioie luxurious 
experiences at less cost (b.m .my 
other couriiry in the world. Its wines 
mav be sour, its whiskey nndiiiik 
able. Its girls unwillitig, its mghildu 
only slumbering and snoring, its icle- 
I phones alwjvs ool of order, hui It 
more ihuii coin|>«iisatos lor I hew' 
xhortc omin gs by i is k aioid«>sci i p i ca 11 v 
I ciylourfu] and hospitable iHsiple. 

Not Cruelty 

A n inspector ul schools wejit to a 
g(»verniTicnt-aided school and put 
, the following qurstion to ncudems of 
I sixth class: "you have road tlw- 
Kamavarij Tell me whr* broke (he 
' Shiva's dhanush? Only one boy 
raised his hand, "Sir, I do not know 
who broke it bui it was not me." 

The inspaclor turned to the 
teacher and reprimanded him for not 
having done his job. The leacher 
replied: “Sir. the boy is very naugh- 
' ty. I am suiv it was he who broke it, 

; but will not admit it “ 

' The inspector wem to the head- 
I master and narrated the whole story. 

I After hearing him the headmaster 
said: "Why make a fuss about such a 
petty thing. Whatever is broken U 
broken for ever. While paying us the 
grant you may deduct the price of a 
now dhanash and pay the balance.'' 
I (Contributed by R R. Bajaj) 
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EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 
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I Both Ershad and 
; Zia can afford to 
loosen the reins 
of power only to 
a certain extent. 
If they ever try to 
transfer power to 
popular 

representatives, 

' i have no doubt 
ttieywlll be 
I twppt aside. 


Two Nations, One Story 


O n a recent visit to Bangladesh, I saw 
for myself how much that country 
still has in common with Pakistan, 
which it tore off from in 1971; in 
both countries the people are <truKitling for 
a democratic structure and are being denied 
I one. In both countries, there are entrenched 
miUtary juntas and oppositions that are 
outliving Their utility, the old leaders having 
exhausted themselves, in both countries, it 
I is the students who hold out anv hope for 
change. 

General Ziaml Haq of Pakistan and Cener* 
al K.M. Ershad of Bangladesh have both 
held referenda, but they have not given 
them (he legitimacy they hud sought within 
their own countries or abroad But the 
elections to the national and provincial 
assembles in Pakistan and to the Upa*Zillas 
(the equivalent of the pancha>a(s) in Bang¬ 
ladesh hove had more credibility as ii 
appears the military rulers of both countries 
had decided to remain 'neutral' after 'win¬ 
ning' their respective referenda Interesting¬ 
ly. in both countries the opposition parties 
I later regretted not having fought the elec- 
I .tions. 

I Both Krvhad and Zia cun afford ro loosen 
I the reins of power only to a leriuin extent. If 
they ever liy to transfer power to popular 
representatives. I have no douh* they will be \ 
swept aside. Zia. who is miiro of a politician. i 
I having been in power for eight years, is 
I perhaps a better manipulator and more 
' confident than Ershad. But he is evidently of 
I the view that the armed forces have a 
permanent role i» play in the affairs of 
Pakistan. Ershad. who is mure of a simple, 
straightforward soldier, however, denies 
having ever envisaged military participation 
in his country’s political system to go on 
indefinitely. The poet ihat he is. he has a 
rather emotional approach to the problems 
which confront his country, he also secs no < 
contradiction in a democratic government | 
assigning a permanent political role to the 
armed forces; **We (the army) are not a 
mercenary force, and we have to participate 
in the Hk^ration of Bangladesh.** 

The most striking similarity between the 
two countries is the absence of institutions. 
Ibe press, the judician' and elected repre¬ 
sentatives function within the parameters | 
laid down for them and have to accept the > 
reality of military rule. But the people in 
both countries have not lost their voice- 
even though they might not be expressing 
their resentment against the rulers openly. 
While the Pakistanis bave been under mar¬ 
tial law for three decades and are less 
optimistic about retaining ihei; basic free¬ 
doms, the Bangladeshis have had to put up 
with It for only one decade, and do not 
appear to have lost all hope. Econom'cally. 
of course, Pakistan is much better off. Both 
countries produce few industrial goods and 


I depend on remittances and aid from abroad ' 
• for over 50 per cent of their foreign ex- 
\ change reserves. But Pakistan, with a smal* ] 
i ler population, receives more aid and remitt- j 
ances and does not have the stark poverty of 
Bangladesh Buth countries devote more i 
than 40 per cent of their budgets to defence. 

' Since Islamabad is obsessed with the Indian 
' 'threat,' its large outlay on arms and 
ammunition is perhaps understandable, but 
why must Dhaka follow its footsteps? Bang¬ 
ladesh has a peace and friendship treaty 
with India and good relations with China. 

India is not popular in either country, but I 
anii-lndian feeling is more visible in Pakis¬ 
tan (ban Bangladesh Delhi has better ties 
with Dhaka than Islamabad. And though ' 
Bangladesh is no less ‘Islamic’ than Pakis¬ 
tan. (he government in Dhaka claims that 
the Hindus are as much a part of their nation . 
a.s the Muslims. Pakistan on the other hand ; 
coniinues to propagate the two-nation 
theory, calling the Hindus a separate nation ; 
However, no Hindu is a member of the 
cabinet either in Pakistan or Bangladesh, i 
E^ivhad is more liberal than Zia. When I 
told I he former that one of his ministers had , 
remarked in an interview to me that Bang 
Jadesh could create the kind of problems for 
India that Sn Lanka has by persecunng 
Tamils, he grew furious: “The Hindus ure 
part and parcel of our nation and there is nu 
question of treating them differently " 
Despite their similarities, (heie is no love 
lost between Pakistan and Bangladesh The , 
Bangladeshis arc still hitter about the years 
rd repression under the rulers of the erst¬ 
while weM Pakistan All those who died in : 
the liberation war gf 197] have been made ' 
into naticinal heroes. The monument built in 
their memory is shown on Dhaka TV every : 
evening Pakistan, on (he other bund, looks I 
upon ^ngladesh as lost territory. The crea¬ 
tion of Bangladesh was a demonstration of ' 
(he fact (hat religion alone cannot form the ^ 
basis nf a nation; it was a blow to the ' 
(wn nation theory on which Pakistan was 
founded 

Perhaps this was even willed. The Muslim 
Lea gue's Lahore Resol ut i on, wh ic h pre p ared ; 
the ground for Pakistan, had said that “the I 
areas in which the Muslims are numerically ! 
m a majority, as in the north-western and i 
eastern zones of India, should be grouped to i 
constitute independent stares in which the | 
constituent units shall be autonomous and ' 
sovereign." (italics mine). Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah, Pakistan's founder, (tied to explain 
later that due to a typing error, 'state' had 
gone down as 'stales ' 1 recall asking the Uie 
ZuUikar Ali Bhutto, then President of Pakis¬ 
tan. (o comment on the 'misprint' theory 
when I met him in Rawalpindi in March 
1972. He laughed ii off; "Quite a costly 
mispnni. 1 must be careful about my stenog¬ 
rapher!" 
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OPINION 


Bloody Revenge 


S UNDAY correspondents deserve to 
be conkirutulated for the brillUni 


^9be con^rutulated for the brillUni 
cover stury» The 5eni'» Revenge 
(19—2!> May). The 
should take the .•strictest possible 
steps UKuinst the Sikh lerrorists who 
are tryinK to undermine national 
unity. The photographs wil) continue 
to haunt me for a long, long time. 
Bihek Sen. New Delhi 


• M J. Akbar had correctly analysed 
the reason behind the dastardly 
bomb blasts which killed and 
maimed many innocent penple The 
ghastly act by a few terrorists need to 
be dealt with an iron hand. As sug- 
ge.'ited hy Sunkar^han Thakur.an IRA 
connection cannot be ruled out. 
However. 1 was releaved to learn that 
most Ilf the Akali leaders had conde* 
limed tht incident. 

Imjrir OrtWith Culeutre 


e A small gruiip of committed fana¬ 
tics IS disturbing communal harmony 
and threatening the unity of India. 
.As Tightly pointed nut by M.J. Akbar, 
wbeneter a solution to the Punjab 
problem sc*ems in sight, (his group 
Isecomes activn as was noticed in the 
'transistor bomh' explosions which 
rocked the capital and parts uf north¬ 
ern India It is Pme the centre took 
steps agaimt »uch anti-national acti¬ 
vities. 

^ Kinr yl/imed, Burtipitr 


e 1 was moved by thv pictures of the 
victims of the bomh blasts. 'Blood for 
hloud’ seemed tu be the guiding 
piincipic"! iiur society A re we head 
itig towa'^ds a major social unheaval? 
K I.jU, Akra (H'e.H Benge!) 


• The cover story was well resear- 
ched and M.J. AkiMr’s expatiation on 
the background to the terrorist acti¬ 
vities in Delhi and other places was 
apt. The terrorists are bent upon 
marring the camaraderie existing be¬ 
tween (he Hindus and the Sikhs and 
stopping their leaders from cooperat¬ 
ing with the centre of find a solution 
to the Punjab problem. The govern¬ 
ment head^ by Rajiv Gandhi agreed 
tu giant a number of the AkaL de¬ 
mands but the Sikhs seemed to be 
divided and confused. Much inno- 
ceiii blood has been shed and terror¬ 
ism should reach its nadir very soon. 
Wake up Sikhs! Your onificarion is 
most needed to solve the Punjab 
imbroglio. 

X. Chidenend Kumer, Bengaion 


♦ test November, when innocent 
Sikhs were butchered, the govern¬ 
ment was silent. There was bound to 
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be retaliation and soon bomb blasts 
rocked the country, Bui why is there 
so much hue and cry from the admi¬ 
nistration this time? 

Ravinder Kaur Due. Calcutta 


e The bomb blasts were a natural 
retaliation for what happened soon 
after Indira Gandhi was assassin¬ 
ated. There will be more such occur- 
ances if the government does not 
scop the indiKrirainate arrest and 
torture of innocent Sikhs. 

Balbir Smgii, Calcutta 


e While condemning the bomb blasts 
by a few anti-socials. I wonder how 
the administration could apprehend 
the criminals so fast sinre thi« the 
same government that had shown 
callous indifference when Sikhs were 
butchered in broad daylight in the 
capital last November. 

Prirpai Singh, Cakutta 


a The bomb attacks in the capital 
and some parts of oorthem India 
resulted in the killing of innocent 
persons who bad nothing to do vritb 
(be November riots and Operation 
Bluescar. It U now clear that foreign 
governments are behind the extrem¬ 
ists in their nefarious activities. 
However, the most hearrening thing 
was the unequivocal condemnation 
of the incident by the Sikh leaders. 
Smite Narangt Sew Delhi 


e I do not agree with M.J. Akbar Chat 
the recent bomb blasts in oortbera 
India are a manifestation of Sane 
Bhindranwale's revenge. But. yes» it 
was an outrage perpetrated by ex¬ 
tremists in the Sikh community. The 
background built up by the govern¬ 
ment for negotiations with the Akalli 
has come to nought. 

Raahmee Ro$han Latt, Meerut 


A t)emocratic Dictator 


.J. Akbar's report from Pakis¬ 
tan, In the Name of Allah {12-> 
IS May) followed by the interview 
with President Zia-ul Haq (‘flaiwas 
and Mithais Make a Lot of Us m 
Pakrsian and India Join Hands 
Together') was enlightening. The dic¬ 
tator President's hypocritical re¬ 
marks about democracy bordered on 
the Kdiculous. However, Zia-u) Haq 
seemed to have forgotten the past 
and appeared to be interested in 
developing relations with India. Our 
youthful Prime Minister should 
make use of this opportunity and 
initiate fresh talks with Pakistan. 
N. Ellengo. T.ruiTeyve/i 


e Such interviews will serve to build 
bridges of understanding between 
India and Pakivian 
Akshaya Kumar Bony. Rourkela 


e Whatever explanation Zia-ul Haq 
gave to defend his decision to ac¬ 
quire sophisticated arms, history re¬ 
veals that such armaments have been 
used against India. Zia appeared 
hypocritical and shrewd throughout 
the interview and it is our bitter 
experience that there is no co¬ 
relation between Zia'» pious 
thoughts and his actions. His deter¬ 
mination to resolve the volatile Kash¬ 
mir issue has no significance since 
Pakistan loses no opportunity to 
make provocative statements regard¬ 
ing Kashmir in the UNO.. 

Tilok Vpadhyay Koirala. Dibn/garh 


e 1 was impressed by President Zia-ul 
Hag's remark that there is confi¬ 
dence among the common people (of 
India and Pakistan) but there is no 
confidence at a hi^er level and 
perhaps there is none at the top. If 
the people of the two countries are 
consulted or allowed to have contact 
with each ocher, there would never be 
any war. When Kuldip Nayar visited 
Pakistan some years ago and talked 
to the people there, he found chat the 
man in the street was not interested 
ill a war with India Neither does the 
average Indian want to attack Pakis¬ 
tan. If the crores of rupees spent on 
arms by the two countries are util¬ 
ised fur the welfare of the people of 
the respective countries, the world 
wUl be a much better place to live 
5.5. Raju, Bombay 


• 1 agree with M.J. Akbar that Jin- 
nah's two-nation theory along relh 
gious lines did not do any good for 
the followers of Islam. Everyone 
knows whit is going on in Pakistan in 
the name of religion- 
Rama Bitbt, Meerut 
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Are Khadi Weavers Exploited? 


I n The Weavers of Deap^ir (23—27 
April) Binoo K. John tried to 
weave a story of ruthless exploite* 
non, hunger, rears and den ml uf 
basic rights to workeis of the khadi 
industry. This is far from the facts. 
Perhaps I khadi is the only industry 
where there is nu scope for (he 
exploitation of the artisans. Tho kha¬ 
di ecoMmy is based on humanitarian 
consideration only. It is governed by 
a scientific and fulhfledged costing 
system based on minimum over¬ 
heads The khadi industry is run on a 
no.profit-no lnss basis and even if 
any profit is accrued in the course ol 
trading activities, the same i< cre¬ 
dited CO the Artisans Benefit Fund 
and not appruprinted by the mstitu 
lions for any other purpovi* There is 
a certification commit lee under the 
Khadi 8t Village Industries Commis¬ 
sion (KVIC) which ensures that the 
prescribed cost charts are scrupu. 
iousiy followed by the mstiluliims 
and that the interests of ihe artisans 
are safeguarded and the purity o( 
khadi maintained. 

The earnings of spinners and weav 
er« of khadi art based on their per 
formance There are weavers who 
earn up to Rs SOO a month in our 
centres. In one place the uuthor 
states ahoui the “meagie Rs three 
per eight hours working day.' In 
another place Mr John writes that “a 
girl takes home Rs S" and yei in 
another context the writer states that 
"a weover weaves three meters for 
whtch he gets Hs six at Rs 20 for 10 
meters." All these show that he has 
not tried to correctly assess the de 
tails. It is incorrect to say that a tew 
girls manage to weave over ■ meter 
only a day. Perhaps the writer has 
beep misled by the inierpsref* union, 
ist. We can demunstrate to him and 
prove ihai his information about ibe 
speed of weavers is incorrecL The 
wages are revised from time to time 
by the KVIC throughout India 
whenever the situation calls for such 
■ revision. The earnings of artisans 
may be low when compared to uther 
industries since the technology em¬ 
ployed is so devised a:i to suit the 
conditions in villages which call for 
minimum cost and maximum employ¬ 
ment at a wage, be it ever so low. so 
as to increase the national wealth 
utilising the idle hours of the villa* 
gers. If employment opportunities on 
better wages are available elsewhere 
as the writer points out, who is 
preventing these artisans from avail* 
ihgtbemielves of these facilities? 

The writer had entered our premis¬ 
es surreptitiously with some panies 
who are intent on meligntng the 


institution and it was the local peo 
pie who inier^enod and protested 
against taking photos of girls in a 
clandestine manner even when (he 
institution was cipen to all for entry 
for genuine purposes. There was no¬ 
thing to hide from the public as the 
wnier irii-s cn otabhsh A Utile bit of 
courtesy on the pari of the writei 
could have vaved an unpleasant 
situation. 

It seems rhdi the writer wanted to 
teM the old Biblual dictum of "tunt- 
ing the other cheek** (which he 
accrihed to Candhijii in our premises 
ai Chenkutiukcinam We are sorry 
(hat >»ur wiiikrrN on the spot could 
nut give a damunstration of rhe same 
an they are stiJI far away from Christ 
and (iandhi. However, we are told 
that they gave a iMSsive resistance to 
a seeminj^y improper act in a true 
Gandhiaii manner. 

Mr John has concluded hi$ article 
hy stating thar I had remarked that 
khudi today has become the symbol 
of shame. I have been quoted out of 
context. The shame has to be trans¬ 
ferred from khadi to the society 
which allow-s half of its population to 
remain tielow the poverty line. I said 
that khadi is a symbol of shame to a 
society which practises the theory of 
survival of the fittest, as khadi is 
trying for the >urvival of the weakest 
by |u>t helping them to keep body 
Olid vQuI together, Khadi puts 
annually about 100 crores of rupees 
(with minimum of overheads) into 
the pockets of about 14 lakhs nf 
people who belong to the lowest 
strata of society. In case the same 
amount ic distributed to hundreds 
of people, the per capita earning may 
he more and khadi can escape from 
this kiml of criiicism. Bui khadi 
workers have to bear the cross so 
long as there are human beings in 
this land, who are prepared to work 
even fur lesser wages. 

V. R. Appakurtan. Programme Ex¬ 
ecutive. Kerala Candhi Smarak 
Nidhi, Trivandrum 

Binoo John replies; In (he last sent¬ 
ence of the rejoinder Mr Appukuttae 
himself had pvt very clearly what my 
article was meant to expoxe. rhai 
khadi workers are being made to 
"hear the cross." Throughout the 
letter he substantiates the issues the 
article raised. At least twice he says 
about the wages of the khadi work¬ 
ers: "Be it ever so low" and "low paid 
erriaans. * And that eaactly, Mr 
Appukunaa, is what eieploitation is 
all about The question h why should 
poor girls be made to sweat io dingy 
sheds for wages "ever so low" with¬ 


out being given even (he ba^ic rights 
guaranteed to labourers by l^w-' 

Regarding wages of ihe khadi 
workers, Mr Appukurtan says that I 
have given different figuies in dif/e 
rent parts of the arrxde. The reason 
is that there is no fixed minimum 
wage. Recently (here wa.s an 
annourreemenf that minimum wages 
of spinners would be rai.sed to Rs ten 
and that of weavers to H* IS. The 
announcement was an eyewash. No 
labourer has yet got this minimum 
wage benefit. 

One can understand Mr Appukvt 
tan's impatience and ire against "in 
(erasted unioni.srs. ” II finally rhest 
girls have the courage to unite. Mr 
Appukuttan and his clan wiH prob¬ 
ably have to move out from the 
comfort of the (wxroreyed mansion 
in which they are noa. 

KTiar is soelandesrine about a press 
photographer taking two photo 
graphs which we published in public 
interest? Why did Candhi b'marak 
Nidhi try to prevent the exposition ol 
she truth by getring the police ro 
forcibly seise the negaiives? Mr 
Appukuttan is lying once again when 
he says that only "the local people 
interyened." Not only were ofliaah 
of the unit directing the goundas hut 
later the secretary of 6*aridhi Smai ak 
Alrdhi Mr Luckose Benjamin arrived 
on (he scene ro lend support vi Mr 
Appakveian. 

However desperately Mr Appukui- 
tan might have tried, he could not 
deny the basic points m the orncle: 
that girls have ro huy cotron from 
their own meagre w^es, that they 
have to make glue with (he pirranca 
they get and thai they even have to 
make allowance for the shrinkage of 
kbadi. HTiy doesnT Mr Appukurtan 
take the trouble to venture our of his 
office andgo into the huts of the girls 
who are struggling to eke out an 
existence?He would rhen have seen 
the tears as I did. if the khadi 
indusixy is based on "humanitarian- 
ism," why should the mothers of 
these girls cry? Luckose Benjamin 
who as secretary should have wntren 
(he lertai, did not dare ro do so 
because then he would have had to 
answer uncomfortable questions like 
for insrance. his trip ro Kathmandu 
to discuss "development prog- 
rammes. ” 

Regarding she expression, "khadi 
has today become the symbol of 
shame,"Mr Appukuttan says (har he 
has been quoted our of content. But 
how can such a quote be out of 
context? IVhai other context can 
there be to (his quote? iVe stand by 
every word of the story. 







Can HonilKjy’soncnrnrord-shalleringHindi Hint induslrjMvithiilanfJ fheM>ns/augh( of \ 
V idor) and tol(^vj.sj«n as modos of moss c/ilcrtainment? Wili video jjiracy be o /inaJ i 
ririii in tlm coffin of Hindi cinema^ The selling a/the video rights of (ho filmSaagar \ 
before ds release indirotes the shape of things to comr. says Lci^r^o Dhar. 
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The Bombay fUm industry is oa the 
verge of closure. The cost of eMhibi- 
lion and production have shot up, 
while the collections are nosediv¬ 
ing—Culsban Rai. 

The peak of Hindi cinema is over. 
The Hindi film industry is finished as 
it existed. It has get to don a new 
mantle. The role, the reach has to be 
redefined—Amie Khanne. 

Very bad days are ehead for the 
film industry if video piracy con- 
tinues. Piracy as well as television 
are a threat. We are not against the 
technology—video and TV look like 
the future of the film industry. 
Theatres will become godowns or 
cold storage cellars. It is written on 
the wails—Prakesh Mehra. 

Closure? Oisester? Far from it 
Through the history of cinema there 
have always been technical upheav¬ 
als. wherhar it has been sound, col¬ 
our. television—and now video. None 
of them have killed it. If you took et 
1 the west, neither the cinema nor the 
theatre has died down. At tbe mo¬ 
ment it has taken a big toll The 
industry was not aware of the effect 
nor the pace ei whtch it has prolifer- 
I attd. It has upset everyone's apple- 
I cart—Ramesh Sippy. 


T he fa(e of one of the world’s 
most proliforuuk film indui* 
tries, headquartered in Bom¬ 
bay, today hangs precariously 
in the balince: Will Hindi cinema. 

I fi»r long the premier mode of mass 
' entertainment, surrive the onslaught 
I of video and TV? Even il it does. 

' what will remain of its sice and 
, fertility? Answeis to these queries 
• have been attempted with varying 
degrees of optimism or despair. But 
one thing is certain: the industry is 
going rfai^ugh a period of fluv. with 
Its productivity at an albtime low. 
Ironically, while it is the bigger 
names In the industry who are ex¬ 
pressing their fears most voluably, it 
is the smaller fries who will eventual' 

I ly prove to be the worst victims of the 
I BJuiQp>-^s it happened in other coun* 

I tries where films entered a sinuUr 
I phase. 

Why does an industry which has an 
annual investment of around Rs 
2,000 crores, flounder? (Capitol in* 
vestment in 1981, excluding the ceo* 
tral and state government film de^ 
partments, was estimated at Rs 
l,d9S.45 croras.) The film industry’s 
magnates are quick to point out that 
Rj 30Q crores from (he steadily 
plunging net box>office collection cd 
Rs 7S0 crores by way oi encerealo* ! 








KamalahMiM amt Dimplr In • illl frani Ssagwr 

mem tax. the mein mxlxise. in Kannadx. 6 in Teiu^u« 7 *n i hxv^ r>ver chief ministeri 

However, it is the fiourishing video Assame5e end one in Sinhalese. In ' end cult figures. 70 per cent of the 

industry with u Ks I.OOO crore tur 1979. 7H feature fihna were pro* i Hindi films produced never get re* 

nover. 99 per cent of which is illegal, duced of which 140 were in Tamil, leased here. 

chat is slowly choking the life uur of 133 in Telugu. 131 in MalayaUm, 59 Regional cinema has also received 

Bombay’s tinsel Hindi celluloid in Kannada. 114 in Hindi, 19 in . a bcmt from the respective state 

world, and threatening to spread its Marathi. IS in Oriya, IS in ^njabi, gorernraents which give subsidies 

tentacles to regional cinema tO in Assamese and seven in other and have slashed eatertainm^t tax. 

The film industry sees its most languages. In Gujarat for instance, slashing en* 

tangible threats as video and televj- This shows that the Hindi film i teriainmeni tax has eaten into the 
sion. The boom in television serials is industrycontrolledSS percent of the ! Hindi film audience. The Seventies 

often compared to the phenomenon production in 1947 while south Indi* | saw an upswing, attracting small tim* 

in America where TV emerged as the an films had a poor 14 per cent share. era from the Hindi film ii>dustry to it. 

most powerful medium of com* The balance swiftly shifted in 1979. Snehalata, a lesser knows Hindi 

munication; where the downslide in with the southern languages taking screen actress, made it to the top in 

cinema witnessed a rush by produc* over 65 per cent of the production Gujarat. Others like Asrani. Aruna 

I ers to compete for TV tiote; and share. This ratio is evident where Irani and Upendra Trivedi turned to 

I where under quoting saw many fail theatres are concern^ also. A sur* Gujarati films. According to writer* 

I by the way. While TV and video loom vey id 1981 showed that 5,897 of the director Aitiit Khanna. *'The Hindi 

I large in the horizon as threats, a 10.613 theatres were located in the film industry is the national orphan, 

mynad other factors have combined southern states while this ratio has States give incentives to regional 

to slowly wear away the edifice. become more than half now. with language cinema, so Maharashtra 

Over the last 20 years a alow ero> about 7.000 of the 12.000 cinemas in > will give incentives to Marathi cine* 

Sion has taken place. Regional cine* the country in the south. • ma. You cannot expect Uttar 

ma. especially south Indian cinema Although the Telugu film Industry i Pradesh or Bihar to give incentives to 
hax become a force to contend with u heading for a crisis, by crossing an industry located in Bombay." 
as Statistics show. In 1947, 281 fea budgets it has managed to keep the Another subtle contribution is 
turv films were produced of which local population in its grip and inde* from the fading or rather the narrow* 

184 were in Hindustani or Hindi, pendent of Hindi films. Thij trend an ingof the star system tea few names, 

thirty iB f if were in Beogali, 29 in the south, especially in Tamil Nadu The Fiftlas and Sixties ware domla* 

Timik ^ in Gujarstj, 6 in Marathi, 5 and Andhra Pradaah where film stars iced bf A falaxy. among whom 1^ 
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Anand, Dilip Kumar and Raj Kapoor 
fearured promincnrlv alnni; with 
Madhubaia, Nar^s. Me«na Kumaii. 
Nuian and so on. Til) th« eurlv Sov«n* 
ties, there were almost two dozen u»p 
stars. The Seventies saw the tup 
thinning, despite the >nllu\ oi film 
magazines and the unsel world that 
they brought into They should 
have M>Id a star vwrein, invadtng 
homes the wav rhev dtd and sellmg a 
mixture of funiQsv and go^^lp But 
they u^consclou^lv nrtrrow'ed thr top. 

to a few Amiiuhh Biuhchun, Kekha 
and a lew cthvis have managed ti» 
keep to the lirst rungs, uiving rise to 
H subsetjuent uicre«iH> in star prrees 
and making doubtful the saleahiriy 
of a number of others. 

Thif kind uf narrow cloistering at 
the top unJ the failure ot commercial 
lilms to generate a number of stars 
who could muintam a son of etiuihb 
iium at wi'fk. resulted in the multi 
shift system .itid chaotic working 
coiidjtions. I'or insiaiue. Shashi 
K<i|MKrr could he working in as manv 
us SIX lijiris in ii duv As the star 
system polarised around u lew, so did 
the wotk. Resides the polarisation uf 


the star system the dichotomy be¬ 
tween popular 01 commercial cinema 
and "good cinena,” is a recent phe¬ 
nomenon and has probably deter 
mined the formulae being churned 
OUT in l>o«h categories. When Shan* 
taram and Curu Dutt made films, no 
one spoke about ‘‘art" oncma and 
*‘comm»rciar* cniema. Today the two 
are sharpie delienated. they stand 
apart on their own, each sneering at 
what the other upholds. 

‘‘There is no set formula f»»r sue 
cess, we have to keep on groping in 
the dark to lind the right one. Wv are 
in hoNiness. w*e must succeed.” $a,vs 
Kamal Bariatya of Ratshn produc* 
Huns, commenting on rheir Usi film 
Abodh which was a tuial flop, turning 
them in HK 4 from feature film pni> 
duuiun to ihv TV. This kind of 
gi oping in the dark has resulted in 
producers and directurs not willing 
to gn outside iiied and tested formu¬ 
lae for their films, rejecting others. 
The Successful formula has come to 
ri*s( un the 'cannot*ffliss*lhe'boN 
oMicc* scores. 

“(•ood* cinema on the other hand 
has never had an eye firmly fixed on 


the b..<-office Wnter-diiecror Amu 
Khanna told SrvoAS in Jii inten iew. 
*‘lt is only m Indid ihdt filmmakeis 
are thrilled to make films foi ten 
critics The kind ol new wdve ihat we 
are seeing ha« done more harm than 
popul.u Hindi cincm.i 1 ‘oconihai ihv 
v.ilucs the j<iil 4 T upholds iiiiii prop 
agiues, thu lighi has Ui be lioin the 
main stre.ini kind ol phuocv-l'ilm 
has Ihs'II i< rIlf 1 file iI, ssitli .1 few uiin 
Dig jr the < <11100 s tcvlival. while I he 
vast ma.ioiitv JK- obvioiislv compet¬ 
ing lor the “cans” fesiivul 
here There are uvn jirriues in the 
him iiidustiv Tod.iv, the ion shop mid 
ilu pawn shop ll voii don't mukc* u m 
ihe ton game, vou uhvimislv end in 
ihe pawn shop Some guvs fuol ihc 
til reel 01 general in Delhi ihji ihev 
are m.«king some kind ot greai ari 
film, while the others ‘coir some 
financier into parting with his 
muney The products r<iiige tiorn »i 
tedious eye vice, to piohjbly, fAiku 
.^/ang.i/ fulfill. 

Ihe need fur (>xpennieoiiUion m 
the <(ri form h.is been rehui'd bv 
some film makeis to coniplexity and 
obscurity A charge levelled ai 
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I, Malayalam filmmaker. Adoor Gopa* 
i lakrishnan i& that his fuowth is gra- 
) dually acquiring the merit of 
: obNCurlty. 


C ombined with these are the 
physical drawbacks. There is a 
Krus^ inadequacy of exhibition out* 
lets There are at present seven seats 
per ].000 persons available, as 
against the UNIlKCO norm of 30 per 
1,00(1. The annual growth rate of 
theatre construction, which is four 
per cent is hardly going to catch up to 
onv norm. Meanwhile.unviable land 
costs in urhHn areas and a low 
population base in rural areas where 
land IS evHilable at cheaper rau*^. 
have mad^ theurre construction pro 
hihiiive, iind made the video theatre 
a likely iiliernutive 
The decay has set in where 
theatres are concerned. Film produc¬ 
ers lament that people now prefer 
I the critnfnrtahle alternative of their 
' liomes to a trip to the cinema theatre, 
vspecially when faced with the odds 
ol finding parking space, booking in 
udvunce, having fu put up with the 
v<mslant failure of the air condition- 
I ing unit and terribly maintained 
I lavaiorie» In Hyderabad alune, 28 
' cinema ilivarres have closed their 
' doors for good, wiih losses ptlmg up. 
The law m Maharashtra which pro- 
hihiis the demolition of an existing 
ihcairc f<»r an .ilrernative residential 
01 commerciul piemise. is the only 
. reason why theatre owners iii fkicn- 
' bay have not pul the building) to 
some other use. 

I So much so Ihnt even if cinema which 


j has a 1.3 crore daily attendance 
succumbs to television which has a 
> greater reach with a captive audi¬ 
ence of about five crores, the scope 
for recovery would be limited. In 
America-where a similar upheaval 
look place, cinema has managed to 
stabilise, what with an existing in* 
frasiructure of about 70.000 
fheatres^six times the number here. 
With this the faci that videu and TV 
have become a reality h:is to be 
I faced If the print media said i hat the 
^ eighth l^k Sabha elections weir won 
.vmgle handed by an assassinated 
woman. TV had its say too. Tli* 
; image of Rajiv Gandhi lighting his 
I muther’^ funeral pvre remained ir 
must memories and bi ought in the 
“sympathy" vote. 

On the brink of a media takeiwer. 
the Hind) film industry’s situation 
looks far from happy. On an average, 
out of a hundred films that are made. 
50 are neve 1 completed. Out of the SO 
completed. 1$ are never released. 
, Out of the 3S remaining. 20 are 
washouh anddo not recover even the 
capital. From the IS survivors.ten are 
commission earners, that is. (hey 
recover the capital and earn come 
interest. Five are hits 
In reality, the numbeis are less 
kind. In 1977 out of ten films, four 
made more than Rs unt- crore per 
' territory—A mar A ft bar Anthony, 
Pharam Wer. Hum Kt^tse Kum 
Nuhtp. and Parvan.sh In 191IS. only 
i’yar Jhuktu Sahm falls min this 
category In ihe previous year only 
I Choia CAeran. ihe dubbed 3*Li film 
I fell into the above category, while 



Toh/a made half this amount per 
territory and AaJ ka Awaz. Char Ek 
Mandir. Parana Mandir and Yah Hai 
Aurat. have done about Rs 30 to 35 
lakhs business per territory. In 1984, 
of the 16S Hindi films made (270 
Telugu films were made last year), 
only 118 were released according to 
censor board figures. Recovery of 
profits was 12.72 per cent, 30.SI per 
cent just managed to cover the cost 
of production, while the loss was In 
the range of 56.77 per cent. 

Located all over the country are 
more than 30 film processing 
laboratories and 70 film studios 
which Bid the capture of an audience 
of over 65 million per week, with the 
average budget of a Hindi film being 
Rs 60 lakhN and the average budget 
of a muJlisiai •‘er stands at over Rs 
three crores. I jom producers, distri- ' 
bucors. laboratory personnel and 
camera men to expori-impori units, ; 
permanent and touring cinemas, the : 
film industry employs over 2,51,500 1 
persons In the industry, mainly be- ^ 
cause of its wider linguistic reach, | 
Hindi films have played a promineiu I 
role. They have expurled their star 
culture to other countries and served 
as ambassadors of goodwill. In the 
central Asian regions of the Soviet 
Union, every Indian is considered to 
be from Bombay and a relative of Raj 
Kapoor or Shashi Kapuur; for Dubai 
and the Gulf countries video films 
are mainly Hindi video films. Accord* 
ing to one actor who had performed 
for the Indian troops, Indian music 
and films (especially Hindi) are 
appreciated by Pakistani soldiers 
and citixcns alike and have probably 
served as the besi ambassador. 
Though the Sityajit Manl 

Kaul and other prominent exponents 
of good cinema are the only ones 
remembered by film critics and stu 
dents abroad, it is strangely the mass 
entertainment commercial that has 
offered an Asian alternative to the 
glittering world of Hollywood. 

What do the moghuls of mass en¬ 
tertainment have to sry about their 
industry? Says Giilshan Rai, produc¬ 
er, distributor and president of the 
Indian Motion Picture Distributors* 
Association: ''Today only five per 
cent of the films are running, 95 per 
cent are failures. All the average 
films of yesteryear have become fai* 
lures today. How can the industry 
exist on 95 per cent failure? The fault 
IS in the production system—selling 
stereotypes 1'here h a dearth of 
good writers and stories are not 
being written, they are rewritten. 
The industry is on the verge nf do* 
sure. Over ill inflation, the hi^ rete 
of entertainment tax (the govern* 
mem does not understand that 
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tJashing tax rates will increase (he 
theatre*goin^ Budieflce)i video pira¬ 
cy and IT are the major contributory 
factors. 1 personally feel threatened 
and think daily that I should change 
my profession." 

If you are e thief or a miirderei ynu 
know you will be caught and 
punished. Not so the video jnrtre. He 
is not scared of the law. The govern¬ 
ment itself cannot unders^d video 
piracy, its seriousness and the loss of 
revenue through piracy. The other 
evils are the eadse levy and the cost 
of prints. The levy was imposed 
several years ago by Morarji Desai, 
and still exists—four fold.” said Pra* 
kash Mehra, producer and president 
of the b)dian Motion Picture Produr* 
era Association, and added, "Look at 
the sltuarion: Can you imagine the 
agony of a producer? We make a film 
costing Ra two or thrta crorea. and a 
man amen tha room mth a cassette 
wth Ri 300| sayifli he has enjoyed 
it. It cost ma As three crores to make 
the UIb. He is the owner at Rs 300 




We have i/nly an alternative, the 
entire film industry should close for 
an indefinite period for the govern¬ 
ment to realise «*ur coturihutioo. Bui 
as far as ihe industry is concerned, f 
think evc'rything has a saiuraiioo 
point, and that point has comer"Thjs 
year, eveepi for Pvur Jukhea 
Arjun and TttWfiif. the rest havo 
failed at the box office Previously 
even movies which were no, good 
used to get first and second week 
audiences. Now they don't even get 
by one week. It b only in this country 
that video piracy is there for the 
asking, across the counter. It t$ bla¬ 
tant and operating with impunity. 
We have seen the chief minister 
about i(. He has ptomised a special 
police cell and courts to be set up to 
try those guilty of piracy. To combat 
piracy, we are going to market videos 
of our film Stager." said G.P Sippy, 
producer and president of the Pilre 
Federation of India, All India Film 
Producers Council aiuJ Producers 
Guild of la^. 


Kamal Barjatyanf Rajshrt Produc¬ 
tions IS of thr opiniai; that “iinless a 
picture runs loi 28 shows, houseful, 
we have no chance*. Theatre hire is 6S 
per cent of the houseful capacity. 
And ihese days pictures jusi don’t 
run. We expect^ Sun Sajann to 
click. It didn't Rakta Sandhjn also 
did nut. Saaransh brought us pre¬ 
stige, tremendous prestige—that's 
all. Though it run IS weeks at Metro 
theatre, we had to pay a deficit of Rs 
30,000 to the theatre. After Abodh 
flapped last August—we didn’t even 
recover the theatre rentali—it was 
time to close 

The big quest ion in the mmds of 
the film industry's czais js nuw' What 
next? Will they he routed by Dvi)i'* 
darshan and video? Was Uoordui- 
shun, hithcrtu dependent on them for 
enteiiaitimeni by wav of feature 
films and Chhaya Geer, now explor¬ 
ing new a\'enues with plans for spe- 
riallv made TV films and sponsored 
serials? While some aiv crying them¬ 
selves hoarse about how video piracy 
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h*t*- cinMivil Oit'ni jn(f ii*k*visit>n ts 
he inr)^ them, others are kevpine u 
sh.li]> il)s>Uilurv. ;ind trying lo 

(itu\ oiil Uuw ihe rieVk mediu iind its 
^eMs'h son he exploited. As a result. 

i* rv sviials ni> .iliefidy under pru* 
lion (on. most o| them l>v well knuwn 
him {>1 isi<ii;ilities Busu Chiineni is 
hivciiMloi III Ratio, while Sui 
Ipe h.is ni.nie .It/os Pardon After 
MunfU llopiH'il. Kiiishri Pruduelion^ 
uimli Ji.ts iiuMv Ihji) 42 feature films 
III Its ireiln, rnriu'd to TV with 
r.rw/ii: (I'uesr Mlmmaker Shridhar 
Kslnr.isaii.irs A/Mnduan which feu* 
I Ml es leiioloid siars Shreeram 
Tainijn .uid (iiiish K.irtiad, is a te.vti* 
niniiv lo the .ippe;il ot TV. 

“leU'VisioM IS a ihreul to rtieir 
crtMijvicv." lornier diriitoi genets I 
ol nooril.irsh.iii, K.imleslmdi told 
Si Ml S'), adihiip that filmmakers 
eoulil not fxiHH'i u> monopolise the 
meilio. “A nr H e.innoi remain the 
single son of the t.imily. They have to 
iiiTepl (he third child of I he media-~ 
television. In u piM>r country like 
India, lelevisioii is the o^ly answer 
(oven (he speed «n which it cun reach 
for corners uf the country. TV will be 
a threat to «iiJ those filmmakers who 
sign stars, take the money, never 
complete their films, and disappear. 
The gen nine filmmakers will con¬ 
tinue to produce films." Kamleshwar 
iMOiveniK making a st*rial for Uoiir 
d.ii'^lMO on (he navv called “Akash 

t 

Caiig. 1 " I.intux, the advertising agen¬ 
cy, has also invited eight film direc- 
lois to consider a proposal to work on 
i) sernil they arc planning 

flow long the threat will last re 
niriiiis to be seen. Doordarshiin may 
U' reUicum to relinquish ii» upper 
haml. as it husily juggles around 
producers and their ticrials to 


aciommodate them in what is fast 
live nm I UK prcciiniN and expensive TV 
lime. Till insiaiice. the two spnosors 
of the 1 i-inmute serial l*^yir»K C'ue^t. 
have to sphi Ks .)VlMK). the cost of 
two minutes oi adveiiisiiig in the 
serial But the Iscgiiiningnf the era of 
spimsorship III India has also hi ought 
m the utiendatii eviK The sponsxir 
dictates terms, often changing them 
fu suii his ow’ti needs. Tuc instance, in 
America the hreuk-iimc' fur soccer 
and baseball have lieen dictated by 
the s]K>nsor The end of a baseball 
final IS considered the most expen¬ 
sive advertising lime on television. 
Why? It holds captive the largest 
adult male audience in the age group 
I9'4*J. who have the largest earning 
and sps'iiding capacity. 

According to uno media critk'. 
sponsorship is the biggest and most 
perniciuus evil ui western TV. It is 
ihreattinng ihe next Olympics at 
Seoul, fwniih Korea, where one of the 
hig three* American networks will be 
s|H»nsoring the Games. Thu condi¬ 
tion, of course, is that some of the 
games are played at 3 am (Korean 
limel so that it reaches the prime¬ 
time American TV audience. The 
Greeks can sii buck and lament ab¬ 
out cheit days of aihlctic glory. To¬ 
day. from sweat shirt locanva.s shoes, 
the magic word is "sponsored." And 
the people who matter are the spon¬ 
sor and the T\' audience, not the 
athlete and the spectator in (he sta¬ 
dium. 

Wiiether inspired by foreign prog¬ 
rammes, be ii a Mexican soap opera 
iHumlog) or an American Oynasry 
(Ahandaen), television in India has 
come a long way since AIR set up an 
experimental TV service in Delhi on 
H September 19S9 with the help of 
UNESCO. Nothing very significant 


fealuieil on it till (he 70s. when the 
guvernmetii woke up to the fact that 
television might huve potemial. In 
1971 |K)pular programmes were in* 
iroJuced to uffsei the tedium of (he 
didactic and agrarian programmes. 
Site, the programme for rural India, 
intruduied in 197S-7(> was shortly 
succeeded bv TV's independence 
from AIK (in 1 April 1976. The same 
vear conimerciub. came into being 
and are last becoming ihe suste- 
nance of popular television. 

No one, least of all probably the 
governnicni. had imagined rhat The 
uiifaiily Jiihbed *idioi box', would 
ope day choJk-nge the supremacy of 
the industry that produced the ma.se 
fe*i(>r-rhe*miixsi<\ films and thar the 
lettei would come day have lo bow to 
the 'box' to gain access tu people's 
living rooms. :."(her this is fair or 
not. the only cnnsolaiion tor the 
movie-maker is ihv >!iatemeni ot 
Sherry Uaming of Columbia Pic- 
fures: "The iheaire-going experience 
will never die out." 

A person who unsuspectingly sits 
through one of the Hindi film 
industry's extravaganzas, and gets a | 
head ache, or col I apses f rom t he s heu r | 
horror i>f it all. might have (be xatih 
faction of watching hix tormeiiiur. 
Ihe Hindi filmmaker, get similarly 
huirified^et the mention uf rhe 
video If any single industry has cut 
into the hIg apple that filmdom wa« 
wont (u monopolise, u is video. And 
the indusirv of rhe video pirates, 
with «i Rs I.OIH) crore annual turnnv 
er. has comfortably beaten the movie 
mughul. 

A state wise survey at the end uf 
I9K4 indicated that the country had 
lU.DOO video parlours. 4U.Ci00 video 
lihruries. li.OfK) video cuaches, about 
l,2<KI of which operate the Bombay- 
Goa route. 11,000 five and three star 
hotels showing videos. Maharashtra 
alone has about 4,000 video parlours. 
In Ahmednacar (Maharashtra)i there 
ore five theatres for a two lakh 
population and 40 video parlours! A 
raid by the Indian film industry's 
anti-video piracy organisation 
(AVPO^ *>1 Ahmednagar, resulted in 
the owner of Deepak Video Club. 
VUas Dhend, being taken into cus¬ 
tody. What the AVPO men found in 
his club was astonishing. The club 
had three unde^round chambers, 
two rooms at diHerent levels and 
remote control VCRs which took 
almost two hours to find, according 
to Vikaa Mohen, secretary of the 
AVPO. And the total seating capacity 
of the vid' 0 complex, which is also 
equipped wirh a canteen, is 1,000. 

The AVPO, which since irt incep¬ 
tion has carried out 307 raid in 
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Bombsy. Delhi, Goa. AhmeUnagar. 
Srirampur and seine other places, 
arresting 461 person^ and seizing 
property worth Rs 2.S crores. has 
merely touched the up of the Rs 
1.000 crore industry. Piracy ha^ 
helped reduce lilm production hy SS 
per cent and (he average loss due to 
piracy in every film is 59 per cent. 
The repeat audience of even success- ; 
ful films has been greatly reduced. 
Dhoi am muv K»mHin. Duntyn, Ek Dirt 
Bahu Ka, Kanoon Kya Karega. 
Jawaani, Kanshmaa, Mohan Jmhi 
Haaair Ho. Papi Pet Ka Sawal Hai, 
Rnaj Ttliik. Aaj Ka MLA RamAvtar. 
Ann Aur Shaan^ Bhavna. Awaaz. Di 
vorco. John Jam Janardhan. Ma^^iad. 
Spaish are some of the film« badly 
affected by video piracy. 

Bu( what exactly is thu video indus¬ 
try? Ha?i (he magnetic tape humbled 
celluloid? The Bniish Broadcasting 
Corporation first axptrimenivd with 
a machine called Vera-visiiin electro 
nic recording apparatus^a techni- 
qui* for reoiiding television prug. 

. rammes on magneiic tape. This was 
<in tmprovemenr on the highly expen 
sive mcthiMl of storing programmes 
bv filming productions from high 
I ipiaiity monitois. The breakthrough 
came wiili the* Am or iron Ampex VR 


100. which re<*orded across a wider 
tape, than along it. and moving slow¬ 
ly. And now the video boom has 
taken the country by storm and 
threatened rn shake up its cinema It 
has overnight been eluvated tn the 
sanctity of one of the highest status 
symbols. 

While producers and directors 
fblunder and curse at what the illegal 
video IS doing, ihv piraies thrive and 
have m.iUe ir big on this industiv. 
[Ihirubhai Shah stalled three vears 

t 

ago as a piovision store owner, tie- 
liveririg goods himself. He smelt the 
chance of big money m the video 
rradc and turned towards it. Now he 
is worth more than Ks fourvrores. He 
has a unit irtvtallcd at Rathan Jvnti 
Indusinal Estate, Ida. and a retail 
shop called Modern Elect run ics at 
Vile Parle market Padambhai 
Seihui. the* owner of Video King at 
Kings circle, Nithin and Mahesh Tha- 
kur who run the trade under the 
guise of j wafer shop at Matunga and 
Balbir Singh, a Delhi based offender 
who supplies vide<j films to most 
pans of north India are among the 
'video kings' according to AVI*0. 

The outlets from which the films 
get pir.itvd hv\e been identified. 
The .Santa Cruz electronics expnrtv 


piocessing zone (SKEPZi. wherv 
masters are made from the prims i<> ’ 
Ih.* sent overseas, is one of the out 
lets, according u> AVPO. While the : 
master is being made, one oi two 
prims which are enterc'd as '*ie 
iec’ts," are sent back tu ihv pirates I 
fur circulaiion in the video circuits . 
Due ut the leakage from here, the , 
pre view facililv inside ihe trade : 
rone has been stopped. 

SEEPZ has seven videu units. ^ 
Among (hem are MG Video, Eviuiie 
Video. Home Video. VGP, Sptetru, 
Emca Video Pvt l.td. which uro 
allegedly a maim source of supply tu 
Dhifubhai Shah. After the urreci of 
Ihe owner of Emeu Video last mood) 
while airemptirig to smuggle out j 
nrmi uf Hum Do Hamurn Do. ihe 
export of matters to foreign coun- 
trie» has been stopped from SKPPZ 
Now they are allowed to only send 
(he VHS cassettes When printK are 
lieing sent to the different theatres, 
copies arc* made on the way Or in 
some cases theatres managers, 
watchmen and operators ure brllied 
to allow pKturex to be filmed after 
the late show ends ui 12 OYluck. 

As a result, while the video rndus* 
irvblooms, h ism the process killing 
the film induntry in Bombay. 


The Sippy Success Story 

Lnkiui Dhor pry/i/cS fhe mostcr enlerfainer 


S ho/a.vS moiiumenial and 
Homew'huT uMirageous suc¬ 
cess left Its young director. 
Ramesh .‘lippy, at a pcont 
where any step is a comedown ITie 
biggest hluckhusier in the histurv of 
Indian cinema gave Sippy an aura, 
which his colleagues in the commer¬ 
cial film industry svould give any¬ 
thing tu ac(|uiie. Ten years after 
ShoJay «vj« made no filni has come 
even remotely near it and judging 
the financial track record of current 
Kindi films, nor is any ever likely (o 
challenge it. Even Sippy know« that 
he caniuu repeat his own bUtory. 

Besides lifting Sippy to dizzy 
heights (he film pul him in a situa 
don where he would not he expected 
tu do anything less than Shota\\ 
Sippy's >:ubsequem ventures, Shaan 
and Shnkri have been dismissed as 
antbclimAxes to his stupendous sue* 
cess Ntury: if it is Ramesh Sippy’s 
film the box office returns must be 


nigh. The observation is substanii* 
atvti by (he* fact that despite being 
labelled ’'flops," Shaiut and S'haktx 
grossed a« much as any other film 
termed a "hit.*' But then by Sholay’s 
standards, a hit fur other film mak¬ 
ers. IS a flop for Sippy. 


I Started out as a 
commercjal filni'maker 
and I intend staying that 
way. Certain ingredients 
are essential when you ; 
think in terms of the box 
office. 1 would like to i 
make more socially j 
relevant films " 

^ Ramesh Sippy 


The 41-vCtr-old director is cun ent* 
ly giving rhe final touches tu hui 
hiie.ft film. Saagar, which has alreatly 
passed the censois sans demur. I'he 
fact that four of the most import.uii 
members of the unit have not lived 
up to the expectations of film indus- 
try. watchers has raised 
ap:>reh«nsions about SaagaPs box 
office performance. While Rishi 
Kapoor ha« failed to repeat his Bob- 
by performances, Kamal Hass an is 
Treading ihe tight rupe after his 
grand entry into the Hindi film m- 
dustry with bk Ouje Ke Ltye. as his 
subsequent Hindi films have sky¬ 
dived. Javed Akhtar.alwavs regarded 
as the better half of rhe film indus¬ 
try's most successful story-writing 
dun, has also found himself among 
moderate hits ever since he split with 
Salim. And Sippy. despite having 
dished oui films which would normal¬ 
ly be considered hits, continues to be 
haunted by Sholayt success. Basing 
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iheir arf*um«;nts on thesi' ftfctv, film- 
wriim hjvc deH'nbed 
; balance on which cheir collective 
future lies. 

“After (he film, whatever be its 
; fate, neithei .laved, Ramevh Sippy, 

' nor the rest nt his unit goin^ to be out 
i uf business Javetl will continue to 
write, Sippy will continue to make 
films and Kama!, Rtshi and Dimple, 
dct.“ s.nd Sippy dismissing specula¬ 
tions jIioiiI their ''unecrum** future 
us idle gossip, in on interview with 
Sl’NIMS. 

The huncover of Sholdv's wild sue- 
' Cess unit miles to liriser and his in* 

I dusirv colleagues wonder whether 
I Sippv will ri'iieai history hi Soe^Kr 
Shiiiin and Shakti though endowed 
I Willi unmistakable slickness of the 
I Kamesh Sippv sivk*. forced nianv to 
i w’liiidei whether hVinfni was a Ireak 
' nnd Its diiector, lucky But the recon* 

I sjdeiation stems from the fact that 
; lieniK Romesh Sippy, the industry 
I din s not expect anvtiiinp short of a 
I tinrai Ic from him. And even the over 
I Ks one clore*per lerriiorv enrnmss 
tn ,Sh>M/i and S/i-ikti liave not fitted 
the reel n I re me II ts nt a miracle Asked 
wheihvi liisiniv is likely lo repeat 
itsc‘lf III .S'iia>!ar or any of his future 
ventures. Sippy leioried. “I think 
I history will have to decide that 
There iiiii Ih' iki success like Shoiay 
rodav with television and video 
himKinf! cv'ervihiiitf lo the druwmp 
liKirn The murkel as such dot^s nnl 
show siftns ol taking m that kind of 
business " 

Sippv cniieedes ihai after Shohy 
■ he has certainlv ctmie downed his hok 
j offico Teluins ale anv indication 
i “The box otdcc receipts certainly 
I show that 1 haven't touched the 
ht'ifihiN of Sholny. Have I tried lo pul 
III ail the tecior« to moke each fUm a 
isok-office hit’ Yes. certainly But the 
result was thar people just didn’t lap 
It n]v-and Theirs is (he final verdict," 
.sjys Sippy. 

By his own admission, a slow' and 
fussy worker. Sippy has taken nearly 
I two years to complete Saagar. And 
' many in the industry say, his fasti- 
' diousnoss has proved a hurdle for 
' Dimple w'hu was trying to stage a 
I comeback after Bobby and a stnrmy 
I relationship with the cranky super- 
I star of .vest cry ear. Rajesh Khanna 
1*0 this observation Sippy says. "First 
of nil w hen I make 9 film, it is >he 
, film that is important, and not me or 
' anvone else connected with it. If my 
delay has caused her (DimpleI snmc 
f prchlemv, it is unfortunate. But I can 
say this, she did not cause any trou* 
i hie with dates and schedules, he* 
. cause uf domestic and other prob* 
lems, as the fjossipmongers specu¬ 
late. li is because we fell that the 
, film was not ready, certain scenes 

mm 
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had (o be re*shoi and there was a 
sik-month ^p lietween the first two 
xhontinp stints. And mainly because I 
am a skm worker. These delays prob¬ 
ably created problems for her," 
When Dimple decided to return to 
films, she was looking out fnr a 
director who could successfully take 
off from where Bobby left her. Sip 
py's decision to cast Dimple In 
S'jager. at once caused industry* 
watchers to speculate that after all 
ih« trauma in the Khanna household 
there could not have been a better 
dci’elopment for her Srw^n she real 
ised. or so insiders insist, that Sippy'$ 
slow pace was increasin^y proving 
counter productive for Dimple, That 
probably explains why she accepted 
the roles she did in ZaJthmi Sher and 
Manaii Meniif. Both sank into dls* 
graced oblivion. This might prove a 
disadvantage for Sippy*s Seagar as 
the audience has already rejected 
the star of Bobby. 


Apparently unruffled by such spe* 

I culations, Sippy discloses his ‘‘over* 

I powering urge" to break into socially 
I relevant films. But then what of the 
box office, which swings him back to’ 
the former view? started out as a 
commercial film maker and I intend 
staying that way. Certain ingredients 
are essential whan you think in terms 
of the box office. 1 would like to 
make more socially relevant films. 
But so far I have no( been able to line 
up a project which would work on 
both Jevels^on a level which is com* 
mercially viable, and on the ocher 
hand, snmething more In uny case 
which film maker would not like to 
make socially relevant films? 1 have 
not put values iiito my films, the way 
they are needed, and this goes for 
.*iaag,ii'iuo My films deal with basic 
human emuti^r' , If they are enabl* 
ing. then the values will be present. 
But far Irom social relevance. I just 
mMke neai, clean, eniertainmcni 
films." replied Sippy 
To a suggesuon that hv c<ml<l siirv* 
Iv divert some of his resoui cos into 
making relt vant films wdhout 
Imihei mg alxmt the box offkv, Sippy 
says. "Honestly I would like to (ry 
that kind of film But somelxidy has 
i» approach me with such a propos¬ 
al.** When asked whether he was 
trying lo usher in a soft, romantic 
kind nf film inru (he milieu of com 
mercial pm boilers, Sippy vehenKrni 
ly disagreed. "I prefer tu make each 
film dv different as possible. There is 
' no romance formula or any formula 
as such I St dried my career with 
I Andear which was a romantic film. 

{ h'ecra our O'cera was followed by the 
action films Sbo/gy, Shxen and 
Shekn*. 

j 

I Sippy does not try to pretend that 
I his Films convey any message. "Tell 
me. is rhere nn room for anything 
which does not convey any message? 
After all there is something called 
; enteitainmeni. In the hinterland you 
have audien<'es who do not undei’* 
stand ihe language. AU (hey want is a 
couple of songs, a dance sequence 
and fight scenes. Only reveutly 1 read 
an article about a viUege totally 
inhabited by hunchbacks. Their life 
is so miserable. Do you think they 
‘ want their miseries depicted on cel- 
1 luloid, or do they want an escape 
^ from it?" 

I While acknowledging the rele* 
vance of films like A^h Sarya, 
Sippy defends gross exaggerations in 
typical Hindi fUms end the simplistic 
solutions that they come out with. He 
feels that even though such meiliods 
are scorned by the intelligentsia, **10 
I carry the message to a huge audience 
I they are the oAy effective way.” 

---— ' ' ' ' . . Ml * 
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PPHJAB 

ONE TEAR AFTER 


Whal do thf? people o/Fun/ob feel one year o/fer Operation Bluestar? Is the memory 0/ 
the bioody holfio between (he army and Sont /ornoil Singh BhindranwaJe still fresh in 

people’s; minds? Sanjeev Gaur feels (he pulse 0/the slate 



I ndjTd OAiidhi fouRhi h«r laM 
excruciscinii harilt^ m ih« Ool* 
d«» Tfmplf. ih« hojichi uf Sikh 
vhrint's App>irpnrly, won tho 
hdidv: in usiliiv. she* lost SJie wc 
iee(je*d in iho militant 

Sikh phenommm ih<ii was .larmiii 
Sin^h Rlnndianwcdf*, who viriuaJly 
ruWd PiiMjah from his vtMt in the 
vhiirit*. tiiJrnn^ ktlliORs. Bin Shin- 
(IraiiwHle ch\ul hriiirno mfinirrly 
iiioic* il.iiiuoi«Mis \V II hill tivv months 
ok his loiiKu il. Iiichiii Iniiullii was 
AuiiiiinUlovvii oil Ills'UwiiN o| h(‘i ow’ri 
hoMH* l>v iw<iiif hvr Sikh hoilyiioaids 
who h.ol «s*(U‘IIV sw<»io In avi'O^W' 
KhoKh.MlW.lU'V <lrMth 

Now..I stMi j|i«i l>|Vi.ur<»o liliK'** 
1.11. sihuli hint vxviK Nikh III Indoi 
.10J iihiiMd ilio MtuoliMit 10 lhlO|»ll> 
luis woiH’iH il Mu .otnv ailion in 
Jum* kisi MMi whic h MrsOoinlhi lool 
diuijvhi w’ouUI inarh iho «'ikI ol Sikh 
Ivnoiisni. ioi**liic>(i >i Stkh iritel 
U’ciuol obs(»icc'<l. * Ml^ (ioiidhi 
Ihouclit dial hv kilhii^ Ulniuhaiv 
waU*. sJu' WMcilcl ho al>lo lo ciosh 
iciiorism III I'uiiMh k«ut sho did not 
ro.ikiH that Iw m oihii^i tho aimy ouo 
ilio (hddc‘» Tompk |o kill Hhmdian* 
wake, she uciidd tiMi onK inciko him a 
fliaiivr and a he lo oi ihv Mkhs bm 
also irc«uo iuan\ Hhiii(jianwal«*s and 
mako the eniiu Sikli c ommuniiv h.v 
hiiicr eiKNiu No Mkh s’an loieiaiu 
die dc'sesi ation o| die Hanmandir 
Sahih and iht- Akal Vtikhl " 

The Sikhs hiue noi luri^oTivn Op« 
erjiioii BIuvsiji The wounds <ire 
Mill deep and fre*h. Even u year 
•itioi (ho h1>w)dy opecdTion, the Goi* 
d«*n Tempk is noi the biime piaue. 
Pdnnnis ^onme tu the (emiilc are 
more ir lores ted m knowiiiit the de* 
tails of do* iirmv uotjoo unJ >eejn^ 
tho huJU't m; rks uu the walls of the 
Hunmandir Sahib. Today the major 
ity of Sikhs refuse la accept the new 
Akal Takhi« die highest seat of Sikh 
spiriiual and temporal authority, 
which wa» badly damaged durini the 


Buhii JitgindiT Singh helow a pfciere of hU 
aon. Ihr $Nie J.S. Hhladranw aU 
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already declared (hai the present 
Akal Takht would be demolished and 
rebuilt. 

tf Operation Bluesiar had wounded 
the Sikhs, the community felt hurt 
again by the attitude ol the army and 
the para-military forces during the 
mupping'up operations in Punjab val* 
lages which went on for more than 
two months after the June anion. 
Official sources admit that the army 
arrested fewer terrorists and more 
innocent Sikhs during the mopping* 
up operations. The army indiscrinu* 
nately raided Sikh houses in the 
villages, abused their family reem- 
ben and took into custody young 


people. Said a police officer, not 
wanting to be named for obvious 
reasons, “Sikhs in Punjab villages 
today hate the army. The. reason is 
simple. After Operation Bluestar, the 
army really lei loose a reign of terror. 
Go to any Punjab village and they 
will have (hose sad and tragic stories 
to narrate to you.** 

And then the government brought 
in Santa Singh, who is known as a 
stooge of the ruling party, to under¬ 
take to rebuild the Akal Takhi. The 
Golden Temple was still under the 
control of the army and the other 
security forces. Messrs Longowal, 
Badal and Tnhra. the Akali tno. were 
already in jail, the arrival of Santa 
Sii igh wjt h h I s /a uj {army) of N i hangs 
further hurt Sikh sentiment. The 
Sikhs were iiiuble even to protest 
loudly. The itroversial Nihang 
chief, excommunicated by the five 
Sikh high priests, stayed in the Gol¬ 
den Temple for about four month)^ 
with (he full support of the govern 
ment and also received a lut of 
media attention. Of course, the gov¬ 
ernment knew that the Sikhs w*ere 
feeling deeply hurt. 

Then came the anti-$ikh riots m 
November, after rbe dastardly mur¬ 
der of Mrs Gandhi by Beam Singh 
and Satwant Singh who “avenged" 
the attack on their holiest shrine 
When approached rn sum up the 
events in Punjab during the last one 
year, Pritpal Singh, a student of 
Amritsar Khalsa College and presi¬ 
dent of the Khalsa Students Union 
(KSU) said,“The desecration of the 
Akal Takht caused immense pain to 
Sikhs. Bui Operation Bluestar be 
came a small thing when compared 
to the November riots which alien¬ 
ated the Sikhs from the national 
mainstream. Later the unpre¬ 
cedented victory uf the ruling party 
in the Lok Sabha elections made 
Sikhs feel that the majority commun¬ 
ity had given its verdict in support of 
(he brutal genocide of innocent 
Sikhs, 1 heard some saying in Amrit¬ 
sar that each vote cast in favour of 
the ruling party is a greeting card 
congratulating it for the massacre of 
Sikhs." 

The Punjab problem looks much 
more complicated today than it was a 
year back. With the Akalis having 
said more than once now that Chan¬ 
digarh and (he river waters are nor 
the be»ic issues any mure, ihe Punjab 
tangle has now basically become a 
Sikh problem. The tragedy is that the 
issues have become so complex in 
this turbulent state that it is becom¬ 
ing difficult even for the Sikh intel- 
lectuali and th» Punjab observera to 
identify them. Bhapingh Ankhi. a 
Sikh intellectual who maintains close 
links with the Akali Utdeeship 


operation and rebuilt by the govern- 
mcni under the supervision of the 
controversial Nihang lender Same 
Singh. There has been a marked 
decline in the number of Sikh visi- 
turs m the Akal Takht Standing 
outside- the Akal Takht along with 
her (wo colleagues, Aman Deep, a 
young doctor commented. "Thi.s is 
not our Akal Takht. It is not real. The 
govt-rnment made it after first des¬ 
troying 11 . Sikhs will have to demul- 
ish the government-built Akal Takht 
and rebuild their own Akal Takht." 
The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhan- 
dhak Committee (SCPC). which 
looks alter ihe Sikh gurdwaras, has 


SurtadarPal thowi^MifxMiiioiralibeb 
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moaned, **Both the government and 
the Akalie are co be blamed for the 
tragedy of Punjab. The govemmeor 
ts Insincere end the Akaiis have no 
clear goals." Ankhi traced the gene* 
sis of the current Punjab problem to 
the age old tussle between Zail Singh 
and Darbara Singh. He said. “Dar 
bara Singh is the real villain. Why 
did he arrest Bhindranwale at Chowk 
Mehta when the government did not 
have sufficient evidence to charge 
him with the killing of Lala Jagat 
Narain? Why did Darbara Singh 
enact that drama for arresting Bhin- 
dranwtle>" Bui Ankhi, who is also on 
the managing committee of the Khal- 
sa College, Amritsar, sounded more 
angry with the Akali leadership. Me 
elaborated, *'They are always fight* 
ing among themselves. Each Akali 
leader will have his own demands. 
The Akali leadership failed in de¬ 
livering the goods. They also failed 
during the negotiations with the gov* 
ernment. They failed because tney 
did nor know what exactly they 
wanted'' But the Sikh intellectual 
was more bitterly critical of the 
SGPC presidein Curcharan Singh 
Tohra whom he described as the 
’'man who has damaged the Sikh 
community the most." •‘Tohra,’* he 
went on. '‘is less religious and more 
ambitious. He wants to be supreme 
in Sikh politics. And he also wants to 
become the Punjab chief minister.** 
But he does not spare Longowal and 
Badal either. He thinks that after 
their release from jail, both Longow* 
al and BadaJ and even Tohra should 
have quit aftet taking moral respon* 
sibility for what had happened to the 
Sikhs over the last one year. 

Ankhi holds both Longowal and 
Tohra responsible for the recent em* 
ergence of Baba Juginder Singh m 
Akali policies. *'Why did both of them 
call on him again and again and ask 
him to forge unity in the pany? I am 
sure they played some clever game in 
first building up Baba Joginder 
Singh and later retreating.*' 

Today when a political solution to 
the Punjab tangle Is nowhere in 
sight, terrorism and Hindu*Sikh ten* 
sion in Punjab are much more $e* 
rious problems for the government. 
Obviouslv, the June army action had 
failed to c^ush terrorism. In the days 
before Operation Blues tar, the gov* 
ernment at least knew tbac Bhindran* 
wale was masterminding the exirem* 
ist activities and the terrorists would 
often take refuge in the Golden lem* 
pie. But today netther the Punjab 

C Qvemment nor the centre seem tb 
ave any knowledge about the ter* 
rorlsU'organiMtion and the centre of 
its cmerttions. Even the general pub¬ 
lic jn the troubled stete has now 
ettne4( taking the claiaie of the Pun* 


jab government about the arrests of 
** suspected tei rurisis" routinely with 
a pinch of salt. In the past few 
month's, the terrorists have struck 
not only in Punjab but in the whole 
of northern India. Their transistor 



TlK so* of Ime J,S. 


bombs shook Delhi. Hindus In Pun 
jab are scared and absolutely eJe 
moralised about the rapid growth uf 
rerrorism Balbir Kapoor, a leading 
tea merchant In Amritsar felt “The 
government has proved weak in deal 
ing with the teiTorists. This h rhv 

e pular Hindu feeling. They should 
crushed with an iron hand." 
SikhN on iho other hand arc agi 
lated alviut the frequent deaths of 
Sikh youths eiiher m police encoun 
ters or during ijilerrogaiioti. An 
activist uf (he Punjab unit of the 
association foi democratic rights 
IAFDR) fold Srsii/vv '*The rnttlu fide 
uf the government is evident from 
the rec«m caK's uf mvsieriuus deaths 
of Sikh youths in police custodv. 
Here the case of Curinder Singh who 
was captured by the police with 
minor injuries in .1 police vncuumer 
and died rwu days later with multiple 
injuries in Chandigarh’s Post Gradu* 
ate Institute uf Medicine is a typical 
victim uf police brutality. Curinder. 
it IS wulhknown now, had links with 
(he PCOI) president Siiniokh Singh 
Randhawa. Thar is why he was killed. 
Such incidents are causing more in* 
jury to the Sikh community at large 
and they are feeling disillusioned 
with the state day by day.** 

After terrorism, it is the communal 
tension which is worrying the govern* 
ment the most in Punjab today. Cur* 
few had to be clamped in Dhariwul. 
Curudaspur, Hoshiarpur and 
Ludhiana following the Hindu-Sikh 
clashes after incidums uf terrorism 
in these important towns of Punjab 
during the last one month. Cumrade 
Hasara Singh Jassar, a prominent I 
CPKM) leader of Amritsar said. ' 
“Both Hindus and Sikhs in Punjab . 
want peace. Tliev are fed up both 
with the government as well as the 
Akalis. Bui it is a sad 1 eality t hat the 
two communities are drifting away j 
from each other." But the RSS activ* | 
at Shyam Sunder Bhatia. younger < 
brother of the AICC(I) general \ 
secretary Raghunandan Lai Bhatia 
on whosa life an attempt was made 
by terrurists, feels that ihou^ a 1 
wedge between Hindus and Sikhs I 
has been created, it is an artificial 
one. The younger Bhatia, an indus¬ 
trialist, is still hopeful that peace can 
return to Punjab and the Punjab 
problem can be solved. He said, 

“First Rajiv must give his verdict on 
(he basic Akali demands like the 
Chandigarh and the river waters. He 
should make an unilateral announce* 
ment (on these issues) And then 
with a firm hand, he should handle 
the terrorists lit Punjab.** Dr Baldev 
Parkash, president of the Punjab 
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), too, does not sound pesaimii* 
tic today about the Punjab problem. 
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H« f«els that the situation in Punjab 
has improvad sinca Oparation Bluas- 
tar. He remarked, *'The few months 
before the army action in the Golden 
Taropla ware sheer terror, especially 
for ihe Hindus of Punjab. Daily they 
(tarrurisrs) were killing on an aver¬ 
age 20 people m the state. But now 
I things are not that bad. Of course, 
I things are nor noma! as yet but they 


\ 


are certainly better than the pre* 
Operation Biuestar day.* The BJ? 
leader also thinks that the wedge 
between the Hindus end Sikhs, too, 
will disappear as soon as a solution is 
found to the 'continuing Punjab 
tangle*. 

But is a solution in sight? Ankhi 
suns up the situation aptly enough: 
*The AkaJis must now realise that all 


problems era ultlmetaly solved 
through negotiations. They can*( con* 
tinue on the path, cpnffonttFiAn* 
The government should atoAo^ g s^ 
sincerity in solving this problem novf. 
If Rajiv sincerely feels that Sikhs are 
the soul of India es ha said in one of 
his statamancs recently' then he 
should treat Sikhs psycbologicaily 
end not with force.* 


The Kharak Singh Factor 


T na union Agriculture minister 
'Juia Singh IS hjs great devotee. 
All (he Aksli leaders huw before him. 
Even the militant Sikh leader Jarneil 
Singh Bhindranwale always fallowed 
his commands. Baba Kharak Singh 
(41) is perhaps the most revered Sikh 
sa;n( in the country. Said Kharak 
Singh, *1 don't have a home. 1 don’t 
belong (0 any village. I have no 
relatives ** He hos now been en* 
trusted with the task of ksr seva for 
the rebuilding of (he Aka I Takht— 
(he highest seat of both spiritual and 
tempura) authority of the Sikhs with¬ 
in the (folden Temple complex. 

When approached for comments 
about undertaking the kar seva for 
the rebuilding of the Akal Takht, 
Baba Kharak Singh told Sunday, **1 
don't believe in demolishing build* 

I ings. It does not matter to me 
! whether the government constructs a 
building ur someone else does. I only 
believe in making new buildings. But 
if the Akal Takht has not been built 
with good material and the workman¬ 
ship has been poor, and if the entire 
Sikh sangat asks me to rebuild the 
holy piece, 1 will certainly do so." 
Kharak Singh, considered a totally 
detached person, avoids meeting the 
press. Explains Comrade Mote Sin^, 
trusted follower of the Sikh saint. 
*6abaii does not want to be in any 
type of controversy. That is why ha 
does not want to be in the news. All 
his life, he has devoted himsalf to 
building gurdwarBS, buildings and 
roads. He is respected by one and all 
for his selfless service for the cause 
of humanity." 

Kharak Singh ia originally from a 
village near Lahore and haa also 
served in the army which Tie joined 
as a carpenter, belonged to e poor 
family. Hence 1 could not even get 
married. Who would have agreed to 
marry e poor man like me * he Mid. 
Kharak Singh, according to sources 
close to him, unlike the Akali leaden 
and the SCPC officials including the 
Sikh body chief Gurcharan Singh 
Tohre, did not mind the Akal Taktit 
I being rebuilt by the government af* 

as 


ter the sacred Sikh shrine was badly 
damaged during Operaiion Biuestar. 
He stays in a dera. apposite 
Shaheedan Da Curvdwara on the 
outskirts of the holy aty but has yet 
to visit the Akal Takht after in 
reconstruction by the government 
after the June army action in the 
Golden Temple. According to Dr 
Joginder Katrvn. Sikh scholar and 
biographer of Kharak Singh, '‘Babaji 
has only two objections a'bout the 
rebuilding of the Akal Takht by the 
government. He feels that poor guali* 
ty material was used and that the 
workmanship has also been poor.* 
Kharak Singh, who undertook the 
kar seva of the Golden Temple saro* 
var after the Harimandir was finally 



handed over to the SGPC authoritiai 
on 1 October lilt by the government, 
is not sure when he would begin the 
kar sev# for the rebuilding. He blunt¬ 
ly told SuNOAv 'Let them (the Akali 
leaders and the SGPC officials) de* 
cide. Let the Sikh sangat be called 
and the verdict sought. I have no¬ 
thing to do as regards fixing the 
date.** A lop SGPC source, however, 
disclosed that kar sere for the re* 
building of Che Akal Takht, earlier 
expected to start in the first week of 
June to mark the first anniversary of 
Operation Biuestar has been post* 
poned till either the end of Septem¬ 
ber or the beginning of October. He ' 
said. ’*The Akkhs today are too busy 
fighting among themselves. Their in¬ 
ternal crisis is deep. Even Tohra, the 
SGPC chief, is fully involved in the 
battle between the hawks and doves 
in the Akali Dal. So they have no 
time to think about and finalise the 
date for starting the kar seva at leasr 
in the near future.* 

IncidenteJly, it was Tohra himself 
who decided to entrust the kar sa*-a 
for rebuilding the Akal Takht to 
Kharak Singh. The SCPC preSldenr 
has written a letter to the Sikh etint ' 
in this regard. PQn|ab*watchers fiel 
that Tohra picked the best mair for 
die cotirroverstal job. Baba Kharak ' 
Singh is himself the most non* 
coniroversiai person and is univer¬ 
sally accepted by the Sikhs. He does 
not belong to any greap or party. 

Informed Goldoo Temple sources 
claim that the extremist lobby in the 
Akali Oal tried its beat to get the kar 
seva of the Akal Takht entrustad to 
Baba Joginder Singh, father of Jar- 
nail Singh Bhindranwalt and Cur* 
reotly the acting convener of die 
ad'boc commletee of the *UAtted” 
Akali Dal but failed. Tohra hed ceo< 
suited Baba Joginder Singh before 
announcing Kharak Sink’s naBM-. 
Obviously even Bhinarinwala*s 
father could not object lo Kharak 
Singh’s choke since that would have 
clearly amounted to Inviting tha 
wrath of Ihe Sikh comaunlcy. 
Baaleev Baer, AmBmt 
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“A True Sikh Never Commits 
Atrocities” 


s ^ ^ s 


Bobo /ogjndpr Sin^h fold Scnijav 


Q' vi'iii ()pvi4tion Blues 
lat. the Sikh mj.\<cs weso leitdeths*> 


Tell us ahuut yuur | 

A: I was horn in Rode villaji« 
(Faridkot districil around 1910. 
When I was seven my father died Ai 
ihe age of 11 or 12 1 hcuan leaininid 
the "j>arh" of Guru Granth Sahib 
ondes the guidance of Sam Kripal 
Singh. Since then 1 have beiume a 
religioua mao. ] 

Q; Why did you furm the trine i 
Ilf ember ed-but: committee^ 

A; For the unity uf the ;r«inrh 

Q; Wail rheiv no urrirv rn the 
panch? 

A: The Akali Dal had ditfeiem 
factions and rhai was ihe mairi 
reason fur the differences amung 
them. So, ii» weed oui such differ¬ 
ences I decided to furm the new 
ad hoc commit lev which c.m run the 
affairs of the Akali t)*il 

Q! When did you det'idt* to lorm 

ihi^ ojmouUtf? 

A: Sant Haichuiid Singh l«vngowal 
aod Jathedac ^giley Singh Tniwjiidi 
met me $epcir 4 iel> at my residence in 
Rode after then release from jail. 
They gave me details uf their arrest, 
ecrocities on the Sikhs and asked my 
advice on how to loin the affairs of 
the Sikh ffttitth. 1 gave them the 
edvice nor to indulge in factionalism 
and told them to do something fruit* 
ful for the peuth' Both of them orally 
agreed tijut whaievei decision 1 take 
for pent/i/c unity will be acceptable 
to Abeflv.Xatcr, «>f them met my 
son Jagjit Singh Rode in jail and 
gave him in writing (which was 
addressed'to rae). that m> decision 
for the unity of the paxitA will be 
acceptable to them. It was clear that 
1 was given the responsibility for the 
unity of the panrft and after a lot of 
thinking 1 formed the new ad'hoc 
committee 

Q: Who helped you xn the forma 
tiott of the ad'hoc committee? 

A: Vahe Guru (God). 

Q: Then ere very few poixtxcai 
leaders in. your committee. Why? 

A: For u$ politics and religion are 
the same. . 

Q.* Why have you inciuded people 
XheSunrexiixf Singh Mann. Han rrder 
Singh and Gurte; Singh in your corn' 
mittee? They do not have any politic 
ai bacicgrowid? 

A* Becauee they are highly edu- 
, <^ated people and they faeve made 
[ 'acrificas for the paxirh. 


beitfu.^e dll the tttf) Akuli ieadej^ 
wete undvt unest At that time why 
did yiio ni>t t itme /«ifV’«cxd to lend ihy 
Sikh 

A Ac ihai ciinr the ud hot commit 
tw of ihv Akali Dal riiiiiiing llie 
iffairs Ilf the pariv cind ii was not 
nctesvary foi mr lo come foiw.ird. 

Q: But now Akalt leaders hkv Sum 
Lon^rrw^i. Badal and Talwuitdf hast' 
.'dre.idv bet'll rcleastfd H'Aar iv^s xftr 
netessity ol Uiiminfi such a com* 
miiiee^ 

A: I huvv formed ihe commiciee. 

Iieiduve I hove leaders ihemselvev 

wgnted it. 

Aim th.ir yon fra re formed the 
comxnxttei* tor panihic crrioi ariti Aoiir 
Xmgowiif. B,id4il and Trthru have dis 
voci.iterf rfiem'ofvev from the cimt- 
mittee. hots do ytni os plain that the 
oen' commit tee is meant for puiMhic 
imitr.’ 

A, Cki and JsL ihevr leaders. Ju not 
iisk me. I iioniinaied them as mem* 
bersuf ihecomiiimee for ilie panthic 
iinilv 

Q: prom vottr time-memlter com 
mittee these three leaders have dix- 
siKMted rhemveiiw. four others are 
either ni Jail oi tn n fonign country 



or uiidei'givund. Only vou oml t oui* 
>oti tjafipt Singh Rinioi .ir«* /oti jhuig 
' MJth irt(fcT/fx Siniih .*M'l:h<»ri. genet uf 
' secreiiovot the conimutec. Hiov 
do vou pUm ro run rhe comniirtoe? 

Ar 1 hove not diop$tvd anyimv from 
ihe cummiiice My commitlee iv com- 
pletv. 

Q. But wluti about the four mem- 
Iters who are not present? 

A: We have apixiinied others in 
place of them Nil their arrival. 

Q. Suppose the gvverninvnt wants 
to talk to A hail leaden lot the .settle¬ 
ment of the Punjab ptohlem, who 
will then talk to the government on 
Ifchalf of the A kalis? 

A If the guvernmc'iil cumes tu iih 
and asks our advice then we will talk 
lo the government direvfK. 

0: If Sant la>ngow»l cotirinues ns 
preM*dc7ir of the Akali l>al (l.ongnw- 
,d) then how do vtni vkpfain the onitv 
of the panth? 

A; He lias already given it tn me in 
writing that my decision will be 
acceptable in him. I have formed the 
commiiteo tu run the affairs of the 
Akali Dal tW'vood this 1 do not have 
to say anything The rest you can ask 
Sam Uiiigowtfl. 

Q: Agieod. Both Sant Longowal 
arid J.nhed.ir T'.rinandi gave you 
socfi a commitment ui wi/r/ng hur 
Tuiiviixidi poi 0 coric^xxoo that Sant 
laingowal should not iwcome rhe 
head of the new committee, Do you 
euusjdei' both of them to be etfual? 

A: For me both are equal, and both 
have been appointed memberii of the 
committee. 

Q. R'hai is your opinion on Hindu- 
Sikh unity? 

A; I have to say only one thing, 
'‘Aiinair naam chacfhari kola, tete 
panay sarbai da paie." A true Sikh 
never commits any airuciiius on any 
one, but at the same tune they never 
tolerate any atrocities on their lelt* 
giun. 

D: tn your opinion what is the 
Punjab problem? 

A: The gnvernnietit committed a 
lot of atrocities on Sikhs, our holy 
Crantha had been burnt, the Akal 
Tskht was destroyed, innocents have 
been killed and Sikh youths have 
been tortured. As 1 told you earlier, 
Sikhs never tolerate any arrocities on 
their religion. 

Q: It has been said many limes by 
Stkh and Akaft leaders that the confi¬ 
dence of the Sikhs has been shat¬ 
tered after Operation Bluestar and 
later after the Delhi riots Mow can 
the Sikhs ox'ercottie this? 

A: Sikhs never commit any atroci¬ 
ties on anyone hut we will not coler* 
ate any atrocities on our religion. I 
will say a Sikh should be a true Sikh, 
a Hindu and a Muslim should also be 
true to thair religions. 
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The Koran’s Attitude 
to Non-Muslims 


By DrHa/iqZakona 


W h^i )« (h« attitude of the 
Koran, (he holy book of 
the Muslim^, towards non- 
MuHlims? The question 
has assumed imiHirtance because of a 
recent pctUhtti filed in the Calcutta 
IhKh Court, seeking tu ban the Koran 
un rhe ground that it preaches hostil¬ 
ity against the fullowers nf other 
faithv The petition was dismissed by 
Ml Justice ha'tuk as it was '^totally 
w'thout murirs.*' 

In going through some of the paras 
of the petition, winch Sunday (i9-2S 
May) published. I find that cenain 
verse.s from the Koran have been 
cleverly taken oui of their context 
and shown as if it advocated enmity 
tnwsirdit the Chrivtians the Jews, the 
puguriH. etc These verses, tom out of 
their historical background, can cre¬ 
ate this impressmn. particularly that 
I he Koran preaches violence against 
the iiun-Muslims. Hence a proper 
understanding of their contents and 
the contexts Is necessary; It will 
remove the cobwebs and clear the 
air. 

In the first place the Koran is not 
like any orher religious book; its 
contents comprise not only moral 
and juhsdical injunctions but also 
historical narratives and references 
10 various happenings in the 
Prophet’s life. There are many 
verses which cunnoi be understood 
without the facts and circumstances 
of (he time, when these were re¬ 
vealed. Their rorrect interpretation 
became the object of a special 
branch of leaining—ta/siror Koranic 
exegesis a.s it was called. The com¬ 
mentators relied on Hadith or Tradi¬ 
tions of the Prophet, in order to 
interpret correctly its meaning with 
reference to the circumstances of the 
Koianic verses. The task was stre¬ 
nuous, which the Ulema undertook 
with great care; lafsiV. iheiefuie, 
acquired the status of science and 
scholars spent a life-time in unear¬ 
thing rheir proper import, finding 
out the roots, idioms and usages and 
relating them to customs and events 
of the times. Maulana Asad, for mst- 
ance. devoted more than two decades 
of his life in writing his Commentary, 
which then coo remained incomplete. 


He completed only 23 surahs out of 
.30. 

Moreover, ihe Koran cannot be 
translated; as Prof. H.A.R. Cibb 
points out, "Thu very qualities which 
give it its literary distinction render 
It impossible to translate with any 
success into another language, and 
Islamic orthodoxy wisely discounte¬ 
nances any attempt to do so. The 
vigour and intensity of its language 
becomes vapid, the grammatical 
forms lose their subtle implications. 


The attitude of the 
Koran towards the 
followers of all other 
faiths is of respect. In 
fact it recognises all the 
other prophets, known 
and unknown, and 
declares that there is no 
land to which God did 
not send a prophet. 
Moreover, it is clearly 
enjoined on the Muslims 
that they should make * 
no distinction between 
them; nor should they be 
the judges of what men 
do in this world because 
that is the exclusive 
domain of Allah. 


the arresting rhetorical construc¬ 
tions become shapeless, and little is 
left but a seemingly confused and 
repetitious cooipilatioo, loosely 
Strung cogetber without life or anis- 
try.'’ Hence the Koran has lo be read* 
in Arabic U it Is to be correctly 
understood. 

The attitude of the Koran towards 
the followers of all othar faiths is of 
respect; id fact it recognises all the 
other prophets, known or unknown/ 
and declares that there is no land to 


which God did not send a prophet i 
(35:32) Moreover, it Is clearly en¬ 
joined on the Muslims that they 
should make no distinction between 
them <4:149); nor should they be the 
judges of what men do in this world 
because that is an exclusive domain 
of Allah: ‘‘The judgment is of only 
Allah’s. He knows (he truth and he is 
the best of deciders" (6:57). But the 
Koran is uncompromising In its atti¬ 
tude to two categories of people. 
One, Kafirs, or disbelievers In the ' 
monrheism of Allah, and two. ' 
Mushrik.t. those who associate others 
with Allah. Belief in the unity of 
Allah is. therefore, cardinal to Islam: 
it is (he pivot of its faith. Hence 
atheism is rhe eternal foe of Islam 
and has to be fought unto (he last. 

*rhe Hindus, who confuse them¬ 
selves with the pagans of pre-lslamic 
Arabia, believe in a supreme being: 
hence many Ulemas have opined 
that they cannot be considered as 
Kafirs, nor even Mushriks- as Iqbal 
has said. On the contrary Christians, 
who axsociate Christ with Cod, as His | 
son can be termed Mushriks, (hough i 
thev have been described in the 
Koran as “People of the Book.” 
Hence the declarations to fight the 
Koffrs and Mushnks are meant 
against (he disbelievers in God, who 
ever they be. including the hypoc¬ 
rites among the Muslims, and nut 
against believers in God, whatever 
be (heir denominations. The crucial 
lest is: Belief in the oneness of God 
and good deeds or amalus saleh. 

Let us understand some of the 
Koranic verses, upon which (he peti¬ 
tioners sought to rely, 

Their translation of Ayaf 193 in 
surah 2 is incorrect; (he correct 
translation, as translated by Allame 
, Abdulla Yusuf Ali, whose (ransia 
uon is universally accepted as au¬ 
thentic IS as toliows: 

And fight them on 
Until there is no more 
Tumult or oppression. 

And (here prevail 
Justice and faith in God. 

But if they ceue, 

Let there be no hosrilicy 

Except TO those 

Who practise oppression. 
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Another ver$e« bedly translated by 
the petitioners {2:2}€) is: 

Fighting is prescribed 
For you. and ye dislike it 
But it is possible 
That ye dislike a rhing 
Which is good for you. 

And that ye luve a thing 
Which is bad for you. 

But God knovreth. 

And ye know not. 

It is a call to fight in the cause of 
truth and there is nothing nobler 
than it; but the following verse {9:S) 
has a historical background, when 
the pagans from Mecca were plotting 
to kill Prophet Muhammed and his 
followers: 

When the sacred months are over 
Slay the idolaters, wherever you 
find them. 

Arrest them. Besiege them. And lie 
in ambush 

Everywhere for them. 

But there is immediately the caution, 
in the same verse, which the petition* 
ers have conveniently omitted: 

if they repent end take to prayer 
and pay the alms taK 
Let (hem go their way. 

For Allah is Forgiving and 
Merciful 

Likewise Ayux 28 in surah 8 is 
wrongly translated; it calls upon the 


believers ‘*noi to betray Allah and 
the Apostle** and to remember *'huw 
the unbelievers plotted against you 
and sou^T to take you capiivA or 
'have you killed or banished.” 

In surah 22 Avar 19 to 22, which 
the petitioners have distorted., the 
fight IS between the two antagonwts. 
who are called by Allama Abdullah 
Yusuf All as “Men of Faith, who 
confess then Lord and seek to carry 
out His Will and Men. who deny iheir 
Lord and defy His Will.” Indeed, all 
through (he Koran, the emphasis is 
on this fight between believers in 
God and disbeliever^people of God 
and atheists. The punishment for the 
disbelievers is graphically described 
Has Krishna not told Arjuna not to 
hesitate in killing his nearest kith 
and kin in the cause of truth, which is 
Cod? 

The Ay%ti 4 to IS in surah 47 are 
clearly directions to the believers on 
how they should conduct themselves 
when engaged in a war; these have a 
historical background and were re> 
veiled under certain circumstances. 
They have no universal appliraiion. 
much less against non.Muslims. who 
have no quarrels with the Muslims. 
In surah 9% Ay.n 6, the reference is to 
"disbelievers among the People of 
the Book and the Polytheists”; not to 


the helieveis in God airiung them 

The disbelievers will, of course. 

dwell in hell: there is no cumpromiso 

on that count. But believers ore not 

onlv Muslims but all (hose who 
• 

.accept the unity of God and do guod 
deeds. As Maulana Agad m his com¬ 
mentary on the Koran has explained, 
**The Koran states that the differ* 
ences which exist between one reli* 
gion and another are not differences 
in Din. (he basic provision, but in the 
manner of giving effect to it, or in the 
5hara and Minhai, nut In the spirit of 
religion, but in its ouiward form.*' In 
support of this, the Maulans iiuotes 
the following Koranic injunction to 
the Prophet, “To every people have 
we appointed ways of worship which 
they observe. Therefore, let them not 
dispute this matter with thee" 
(22:66). The test is clearly laid down; 
*'For each of you We prescribed a 
clear spiritual Law and a manifest 
way in secular marrers. And if Allah 
had willed, He would have you all 
one people, but He wishes to try you 
by that which He has given to each. 

I Vie. then, with one another in good 

I deed” (5:48). How to go about it is 
also prescribed: “With wisdom and 
reason and wholesome preaching” 
(16:125); and not by "defamation or 
insult of others.” (49:11). 
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CYCLONE! 


G ruelling poverty an 
hiJTiJship along with famine 
floods, pestilence and di 
ease (osether conspire t 
torture the villager in Banglades 
with savage blows. One such was th 
devasiaUHR nocturnal cyclone tht 
hit the country's southern toast on 2 
May. leaving 2!»,0(X) dead, ^O.OC 
missing, the whole island of Sandwi 
iieai ly wiped out and a sioggering 2 
lakh severely affected. Authorities i 
Bjngliidesh fear that the ,^0,000 wh 
were reported missing might hav 
been washed away by the four ands 
half metie high tidal waves tht 
\ i.ished the coastal areas in the wen 
) di>astor the c<»untry has know*n sine 
^ the cvciuno of 1970 which killed fiv 
t lakh people And it was only nn 2 
May that the ^ungludesh govert 
ment started gutting an idea of ih 
eatent of the iragvdy. Kimger^conft 
siiin and the feur nf epidemics gri] 
lied the country as estimates of lh 
death roll wunt highei and higher 
An inoculation programme wa 
chalked out Typhoid and teianu 
were coni^ideretl major threats. |i 
' i/ritchar, health officials used a $in^ 
I Jc not'dIc to inoculate about 30' 
! pei^ons. while ihc blunted bodies o 
children lav in the background. Eve) 
hygiene heciime a luxury: "You can 
not chunge the needle" a hvaltl 
ollicial said. “We cannot afford il 
' Cud will give them (the people) re 
distance " 

The cyclone spared no one alunj 
its trail, The worst affected were th* 
I islands ut Pirbaksh. where 10,00i 
I died. Unrehar, where 7.000 to 8.001 
died, the Noakhali district, when 
j.llOU ]o«i their lives and the inhabi 
; tani« nf the inland of Sandwip whid 
! was almost blotted out of existence 
Over l.(N)0 fisheimen are also pre 
.sumed to have died. The mainlam 
aresb were however saved by a time 
ly warning (d the depression tha 
I built up off the coast around 2 pm or 
I the fateful day. Later when the storrt 
was spotted about 40 kms south o 
the coastline, a second warning wa: 
issued. But people in the vjlinges ir 
' the coastal area’* remained in th< 
I dark. In L'rirchar, a new' island when 
' thousiinds of people had taken shel 
, ter TO flee from Sandwip, nearli 
every family was uprooted. Nobud^ 
seemed to have any Idea of rht 
island's population before the.uuh 
struck. After the cyclone, it was 500 
Tlie last group of foreign newsmei 
who visited the worst-affected area: 
on 31 May by helicopter, saw bodie: 


On tJifi nijiilf o/ 24 May, n devaslnjing cyclone lashed 
llir? roas-fol (jn‘u.s of Bangladesh, leaving 25.000 dead, 
fO.OOO jnis'sing and counihss orphaned, uproofe.d and 
(le.spanrfa Inrfood. ivalorand mndicines. Synd 
Kanialinicliii nfpoji.s tin one of the counfry s vvorsf 
(rugedies. Bhofographs are by Aloko Mitro 


Leh, a dead child vn the ihfirf and right, 
heoiae b«lna» and catUr kUkd by the 
oclom 









and carcasses scill floating in certain 
areas even se^en days after the eye* 
lone was over. Reports from the 
affected areas say that only few 
decomposed human bodies are now 
seen bur a large number of stinking 
carcasses lay strewn io more than 
one place, causing a major health 
problem. Chemical.^ were needed to 
treat these carcasses. 

President Ershad cancelled his 
weeklujig state visit to China on 29 
May to personally supervise the re* 
lief operation. Newsmen returning 
from Urir Char on the afternoon of 
31 May cold Sunday that they could 
see the electrifying impact the Presi¬ 
dent's stay in the island had on the 
people. It gilvamsed the otherwise 
shocked and frustrated survivors 
into action. 


As the weather cleared, ships be 
gan picking up survivors fr^m the 
Eav of Bengal. But there were still 
hundreds in the sea who couJd not b« 
rescued. According to the govern* 
ment. at least ten fishing boats with 
80 people were reported missing, but 
a statement issued by a fisherman’s 
association claimed that as many as 
500 boats with over 2.000 crew mem 

bers were at sea when the cyclone 
struck. Officials claimed to have res¬ 
cued about 4,000 people from the 
sea. 

Rescue workers who reached the 
island of Urir Char on 27 May found 
l.SOO survivors cowering in a build- 
ing that had withstood the violent 
storm. The Air Force and the Navy 
had mounted a loassiva rescue and 
relief operation and begoo dropping 


cans of drinking water for survivors 
in remote areas Naval vessels end 
other boats picked up hundreds of 
people from the sea unci t(»uk them to 
hospitals, and also foriied f(M)d and 
other emergency supplies to the vic« 
tira.s. Bur relief measures and medi¬ 
cine supplies were far from adequ¬ 
ate. The government machinery, 
both civil and military, was over 
wuiked. No one seemed prepared to 
handle an operation of such a scale. 
Helicopters engaged in relief work 
went also overburdened. The 
affected areas, including Urir Char, 
were still without drinking water. 
Survivors were asking for food Ipre 
ferahly couked), match boxes, 
kerosene oil and fuel. The people are 
in need of building material, too. 
Relief agencies provided them with 


















On 28 May, mternsTional aid began 
flowing into the shattered nation. 
Neighbouring India rushed medical 
and food supplies, as the USA made 
6S,000 dollars immediately available 
to the relief effort. The Indian Rad 
Cross Society offered 1.2 million 
tak.is for the reconitructinn of dem* 
aged hnuccs, end the British govern¬ 
ment 50,000 pounds as emergency 
relief 
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A Mission of Humanity 


iJfZ°th!^Pr. gesJure, Never in Jhe pasi had two Asian nations rusiwd 

/onniw/v f ^ tK ’^V" distress; never be/ore was the expression of 

solidarity/orfhc victims o/ a cyclone so immeciiale, sponfaneous nndforlhroinini; 

The visit o//n<iiQ s Prime Minister Hojiv Gandhi and Sri Lonico's I’residenf 

TmnlJ"® °/! ^ *“ Bongioflesh to console the/nmilies o/those ivlio died or lost 

property in the cyclone and their ussurunce of help to General Krshod broke neu- 
ground in South Asian cooperation. A picture report hv Aioke Mifra 



Ua Enlifttf Jt^iv UaadM il L'Hr Vkv 
















Suutfs ^ufllt tor iAirnai hM 
KragN tfiam to iliafv twy ve 
totty Th0y go to any ton^ to gsr 
thi right eofltoonint to th« 

psrfMpfodud 

So nov,«riwi Suzuki M 
coMbottftX) «kh y^. k cvtool 
bejuymybiBifVlDrtfMrcar It 
hattobospacMydaiignedto 
fltoot «(Ki^ poftomtooce 
standiiQi in to wtoght, be 

faisoto. pftMdaoptknurr starting 
portonwca and last (he iffigest. 

&«la ««« only baoary ihai coTtoi 
through^ eyihg colouf i. 
mavtacNacal axpertM backed by 
thairexparienca of Indian 
cortoiborv, Chlorida. rrto^ 
hM davatoped a special 
baeery that not on^ matches 
exacting international standards, 
bui also elands up to the tough 
operating emitters in India. 

With tfta Maruti-Suzuki on the roads 
ta ovar a year. &(ide has justified 
the Mh placed in It 

Soon others will foUow suit Such as 
D^>Toyota. Swarij-Mazda and 
Mahindra Peugeot to rttnejust a 
few. In every case they have 
specifiadEMde. 

Ask them about Bode. They wiK taH 
you that Exide battenes are the beet. 


UHywg n jipan II (r«to tw\ I piiSmt. It syme^ 
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and compatible colour combinations. 


And that’s iust for this month... 





























































































Another 1000 or> 9 in) 
designs dnd cotour combin 
coming up. Next mofii 


From Vimd arrra an outstanding 
range of shirtings. With some truiy 
outstanding te atures. Lite rtabHil- 
fibre texture. Like openwem 
Ineaihing' patterns. And a rich 
mr>ationaj ctvce of exgusiie 
bleTKls. Uke the we elegince of Sdk. 
Like the notural comfort of Linen. 


And that's just the begmrwg 
The amasng range is afmosi 
endku. In ptains. checks, sbpes 
and prints, ^vr 1000 onc^ 
designs and computer* 
matched cofour combinapons. 

A choice ontjf iAtsal can offer ... 
every month. 
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Ask (Cleopatra) 

S. ^ \'f(’K<iv.J . 

rhe K'Jv tlhl^nl n S{ 

iMpiifi I *'I'tk.jn'' 

\\il |iM 1 !,kv\. l':r tj litv r 
;•!• 't fl:u ‘'Ui.' 

. . • : * . 'in|Vfk * 1‘ lll'i l.k.' 

' !• IdJiih ltjIK iii'lM 

. I '■> j 1 k'cilMU 

VIP 

RO\AL 

\1:SI 

11 ic M'val kvlmji, 

Ohs kivr kllrn Im* ft' 
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Have Banks Lost 

Rs 10 Crores in 45Days? 

The ABTs iniiovntive scheme to raise (he inferest rale on new deposits mis/ires 


F or seven (^orious weeks, it 
wes boom time for (he domes* 
Tic bank depositor. In a circu* 
Ur dated 6 April, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) decided “in the 

f kubiic interesi," to raise snbsiantial' 
y (he interest on deposits. In what 
was described as an “innovative es 
periment in competitive banking," 
(he RBI stipulated a maRimum ceil 
ing of eight per cent at the interest 
rate on new deposits. Short term 
deposits ranging from 15 days to .^4 
days could now ouraci eifdit per cent 
interest, a> against the previous 
three per cent (for 15 to 45 days), 
four per cent (for 46 tv 90 days) and 
6.5 percent ;fur9l days to 6 months) 
In I bid lu mop up excessive litjuid* 
I ity. the RBHnaugurated this scheme 
in its golden jubilee year in the hope 
. (hat competitiveness among banks 
I and cost efficiency would increase 
Surprisingly, however, the scheme 
wa$ withdrawn 45 days later, leaving 
a large number of banks bewildered 
as to what the RBI was really up to. 
That banka were acutely worried 
I about their profitability under the 6 
^ April scheme, was evident. The Indi 
I an Banks Association (IBA). the apex 
body for the industry, indved made Ji 
clear that the eight per cent ceiling 
on interest rates would certainly be 
, detriaientaJ to most banks, especial 
I ly the public sector hankv already 
I operating on shoestring profits in 
! India. In fact, since cha RBI bad only 
recommended an outer limit of B per 
cent, the IBA, at a meeting on 8 April 
of its 85 members, stipulated that a 
uniform interest rate should be fob 
lowed^that is one per cent higher 
than the existing rate but lower than 
the outer limit of eight per cent as 
recommended by the RBI, This was 
done to "ensure that no deposit is 
lost to the bank for reasons like 
another scheduled bank giving a 
higher rate than what had been sog* 
geeted by the IBA." The message was 
loud and clear—no infighting among 
the member banks whi^ would lead 
10 daposit grabbing. 

But thia was a message few banks 
did not want Usceo to. Some banks 
like The bank of Madurai Private 
Limited and Bank ef America, while 
not c^otravealng IBA's decision 

p * __ 


directly, began to advertise the new 
RBI rales. Advertisements 
announced the eight per cent rate 
applicable lur any period, from 15 to 
364 days. Since the JBA ruling on 
deposits over six months was also 
ei^t per cent, these advertisements 
'conformed* through back door 
methods to the IBA regulation Said a 
lureign banker. "The IBA is not a 
statutory body. Ii*s the RBI and the 
finance miniMry which make (he 
laws. We were playing by (he rules 
and we wanted to attract new de* 
posits. What s wrong with thal^" No* 
thing, except ihai It left a lot of other 
mem^r banks of the IBA diKon* 
tented Concurs J.$ Varshneya. 
chairman. Punjab National Bank. 
"Tins strategy increased (he nervous* 
ness among the other banks as it was 
thought that diversion of dapur^Ux 
would resuli." Concornered. the IBA 
ultimately decided towards the end 
of April that ihe rate of eight per 
cent would be equally applicable to 
all its members. 

Unfortunately, what the RBI failed 
to sec was that this new interest rate 
instead of attracting new deposits 
! and mopping up the excessive liquid* 

I iiy in circulation, would merely re¬ 
sult in the wholesale transfer of 
current and saving accounts into 
short term deposits. Effectively, this 
meant that a bank would be paying a 
higher rate of interest on the capital 
already available with it. A spokev 
man of the Punjab and Sind Bank 
admitted that over 80 per cent iri the 
deposits under this innovative 
scheme were from old accounts. "We 
were forced to shift then to new 
deposits otlierwise we would have 
lost a k>( of valuable customers," he 
said. 

A rough calculation made by Pun¬ 
jab National Bank, the leading bank 
of the IBA in Delhi, estimated that of 
the total Rs 75.000 crores deposited 
in banks, over IS per cent, that is Rs 
15.000 crores was in the form of 
current accounts, on which no in* 
teresi is paid. Even if there was a 
conservative 10 per cent diversioiv 
over Re 120 crores would have to be 
paid ai interest elooe 90 eight per 
cen(.V^reaj,eveo if 20 per cent of 
the Rs 12,000 crores present in sav¬ 


ings account was diverted to IS day 
depositV it would have amounted to 
a payment of Rs 45 crores as interest. 
Normally, a five per cent Interest on 
savings account is calculated twice a 
year, on the minimum balance in an 
account, from the lOth to the 31si of 
any given moi^th. It was also esti* 
mated that if deposits of maturities 
up to a year would be transferred < 
into lS*day accounts at compound i 
interest rates, it would mean another I 
Rs 20 ro 25 crores, as interest , 
paymemt. Admits ■ representative of i 
Banque NationaledeParis, "It was a ' 
cruel joke to play on the banks." A 
spokesman from the RBI countered: 
"Reverting to lower interest retes on 
short term depo.si(s ei eight per cent 
from long term deposits accruinjf 
nine to 11 per cent would have meant 
a saving of over Ri 70 crores. PluTYhe 
banks would have a lot of funds at 
their disposal." But indications from 
most banks point out that they would 
have ultimately paid a whopping Rs 

) 250 crores as interest alone. Even if a 
j R$ 70 crore savings was made, the 
I estimated loss of Rs 180 crores would 
I have wiped out the profits cf the 
industry, whch in 1983*84 stood at 
over Rs 110 crores. Given these sta* 
tistics .there was no option for the 
; RBI except to revoke the scheme. 

I Explained Bimsl Jelan, secretary, 

I banking, and now chief economic 
j adviser to the Prime Minister, "The 
I scheme did not work and it was 
: better that it was revised than not 
having be^ revised at all. I regard 
the lecen^gcisionof the RBI as a 
courageous act." But nevertheless, 
the RBI was perfectly aware of the 
limitations under which Indian 
banks operate The earning capacity 
of banks is Hmited by the compul¬ 
sory. statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) 
and the cash reserve ratio (CRR) and 
the rates of interest imposed by the 
RBI. In addition,public sector banks 
are forced to lend to socially prefer* 
red categories, further reducing 
(heir profitability. Moreover, the RBI 
is not Ignorant of the fact that over a 
fifth of the resources of Indian 
banks, particularly public sector 
banks, is used for commercial lend* 
ingf at commercial rates of interest. 

In all fairness* it must be pointed 
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ou( thdi (he KBI proceeded on a 
sound principle After all. abroad 
short term )(ian» have proved to be 
immensely successful. Agrees Jalan. 
"It would only l>e natural that miKt 
pet^ple would favour liquidity rather 
than lyitiA down their capital m fixed 
deposits for years. It is unfortunate 
that this scheme did not work in this 
WHY.” The RBI in its H April state 
meni had “hoped that individual 
bonks would nn fix the rales as to 
safeguard the current and savin^^ 
account and simulianeously briii.^ ab¬ 
out a belter portfolio managemeot,'* 
1 Obviously, the R8! recoKmsed the 
I need to restructure interest rates> 
especially in the face of spiralling 
interest being offered by companies 
secured debeniuies and other finan¬ 
cial assets. Moreover, there has been 
an escalation nl banking funds avail¬ 
able in the call-money-market—a 
(act that the RBI well recognised. 
Banks like (he State Bank of India 
and a few other banks, have enough 
funds to circulate in the interbank* 
money market, which they can lend 
out at 10 per cent interest. Thus,for 
bonks which are chroriic borrowers 
from the call money market, it made 
sound economic sense ir> utlisc the 
RBI rules and pay a lower interest at 
eight per cent. 

U was, therefore- not surprising 
that some banks splashed advertise 
merits soliciting new deposits. In- 



dee<L snmi^loreign banks stipulated 
within ibe ronfines of their offices a 
minimum deptisit of R» 10.000 before 
opening new occountv Says a highly 
placed tdficial from FNB, 'These 
foreign banks want to do as little as 
possible and earn profits as much as 
possible.** Nevertheless, .some banks 
realised that this scheme was not 
going to last and added a 'subject to 
change’ m fine print, in case the 
regulations changed 

And change (hey did, liven as SBl 
and other banks prominently adver¬ 
tised the new rate across the pages of 
major dailies, the RBI. issued a press 
I note slashing down (he races. Effec- 
' dvc from 27 May, the RBI's new 
directive fixed the rate at three per 
I cent for maturities of IS to 4S davs 
' and lour per cent for maturities of ^ 
I to 90 days (thus making these rates 
I lower even from the IBA's ruling). 

I However, in the case of maturities of 
i 91 days and above but lower (huu six 
months, the RBI has marginally 
hiked up the DA rate lo &.5 per cent, 
j while the eight per cent slab would 

I continue on deposits over six months 
but less than a year. Most banks had 
no idea that rates had changed. As 
J.C. Mehra. public retations mana 
ger, SBl. said. 'It was only through 
I the newspaper reports that we real¬ 
ised that the rates had been 
changed ** When the RBI had issued 
(he press note on 2S May. SBl and 


PNB were still accuptmg deposits til] 
27 May at the nid rate of interest, ir 
the banks were confused, it was the 
depositor who really did not know 
what was happening to his money. 
With RBI’s decision being revoked 
by the ISA and the subsequent al¬ 
terations, one depositor even de¬ 
cided (o send a letter to the finance 
minister, asking him to make one de 
isicin and stick by it. 

While the governor of the RBI, 
R.N. Maihotra had stated that 
"these changes were being made as 
commercial banks had not taken to 
the ;<heme in its true perspective 
and that some of the banks were 
managing their I5*day deposits like 
current accounts, many insiders are 
of the opinion that he had been 
compelled to revoke t^'e rates as 
many of the chairmen of the banks 
were going to take up the issue with 
rhe finance minister on 28 May. 
Though actual calculations are yet to 
be made on the amount of money to 
be given as interest, a finance minis¬ 
try source ruefully adds that 'it 
could result in a loss of about Rs 10 
crores." Surely, if the RBI wants to 
attract more funds as new deposits, it 
would do better to reorganise this 
industry on an efficienr service- 
oriented footing first and think about 
inveitment-orienied industry liter. 

MeM KfivReM 

MihaAv mt 
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POLITICS 

VasaiUd^a P^l Quits 

Before fhe high command asked him to resign 


% 

I 

W h^ti ihfr jndftement 

Abdui Rchman Antulay was 
I announced in January 1982. Vasant- 
dada HariL Then an AJCC(I) ^neral 
' secretary, had niAde a sarcastic com 
. meni on the telephone to R.K. Dha- 
WIT), the then Prime Minister's spe¬ 
cial assistant. “I Know there is a 
shortage of cement m Maharashtra, 
but is there a shortage of paper too? 
Why don't you send him (Antulay) 
some paper from Delhi, so that he 
can write down his resignation.** On 
the night of l June, when Vasam* 
dada Patil himself resigned from the 
I chief ministership of Maharashtra 
' (this was his fourth term), there was 
I no shnnage of either cement or pap- 
ei in Bombay. The exit of the 
; Marat ha leader from Sangli had been 
I a foregone conclusion ever since he 
returned from Delhi to Bombay with¬ 
out meeting the Prune Minister on 28 
May. Vosantdada himself had made 
I ir known soon after hii return from 
the capital that he was howmg out. 

The appointment of Mrs Prabha 
Rau as rhe Meharashtra PCC(l) pres- 
idem hex been opposed by the chief 
minuter' But not only was a person 
disliked by him nominered to top 
party post iu the state, the high 
command’s decisiun regarding the 
Bombay Regional Cungresstl) Com* 
mitiee (BRCC4) was a rebuff to 
Vajtantrao Patil. Following the par¬ 
ty's defeat in the Bombay ctvic elec¬ 
tions. the BRCC(i) president. Murli 
Deora. had resigned. He had then 
made it known that the Shiv Sena 
had won the eleebons because of the 
laxity shown by the chief mimster, 
some of whose statements in the 
state Assembly had helped the Shiv 
Sena cause. Soon after the appoint- 
ment of Prabha Kau was announced, 
the high command asked Murli 
Denra not to resign and remain in 
office. Vasantdada Patil also felt that 
(he Sharad Pawar led Congress(S) 
was being given more importance 
that! the ruling party leaders. 

There has been calk for sometime 
that in case Sharad Pawar and hia 
followers in Maharashtra joined (he 
Congress(l). Pawar would be made 
the CM. On 1 June, at (he passing out 
parade of iha National Defence 
Academy (NDA) at Khadakvasla 
near Pune. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi surprised everybody by sud¬ 
denly taking the CongresRS) MP, 


Surrsh Kalmadi. awAV from the 
gaihennft and having a quiet chat 
with him. The opportunity accorded 
to kalmadi was denied to Vasant- 
dada Paul, despite his flying be- 
iween Pune and Bombay in the 
Prime Minisrer's aircraft The events 
after 27 May had made it clear that 
Vasantdada Paul's days as chief 
minister were numbered He chose 
the honourable way nut and resigned 
before being asked to quit. 

Vasantdada Paul had been called 
to Delhi by the high command, which 
wanted to know the meaning of some 
of the statements made by him re¬ 
cently. He had criticised the holding 
of (WO posts simultaneously by party- 
men. The high command wanted to 



know if Vasanedada’s reference was 
to Rajiv Gandhi holding the dual 
posT^ of Congress president and the 
leader of the Congressfll parliamen¬ 
tary party (by virtue of which he is 
the Prime Minister). The high com¬ 
mand pointed out (hat In the recent 
meeting of the AICC(I). held in Delhi 
on 4 and S May and in the Congress 
Working Commiccee meecings held 
prior CO it. Vasanedada bad uoT made 
known his views on this subject. 

In fact, (be election of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi as the party chief by the CWC(l) 
on 13 November 1984 had beenriti- 
fiad by tha Delhi tassion of the 
AlCCfl) If anyone in the parry had 
any objection to the holding of dual 
posts by Rajiv Gaodhi. than he could 


I have used the party foiiini tii e.iiK 
' May. the high command soiiKes 
! ixnnu'd oul. On 2k May. V;<sanrdad<< 
Patil left for Bombay in a huff Had 
he slaved back fur a day. ho m.iy 
have l^en able lu meet the Pnmv 
Minister. But the delay in getting the 
dppumcment with the PM and the 
I nominations in the state by the high 
I command had upset the veteran 
I politician, and he left the capital by 
i the evening flight at S.30 pm Before 
leaving for Bombay. Vasamdada 
Patil met a number of journalists 
His answers showed that he was 
angry and humiliated because of his 
inabiliiy to meet Rajiv Gandhi. 
Among the questions asked were; 

‘‘Have you met Rajiv Gandhi? Are 
you satisfied with your visit m Delhi? 
Is your mission accomplished? 1$ the 
controversy over?" And his answer to 
most of them was: "I don't know." 

In (he spare of the 'i don't know" 
answers, one thing which became 
clear was that Vasantdada Patil 
would not visit Delhi as the Mahar¬ 
ashtra CM in the near future. His 
resignation on the night of I June 
was no( unexpected. By resigning 
now. Vasantdada has ensured one 
thing; that the mantle would not pass 
from him to Sharad Pawar for one. 
Pawar is yet to join the Congressil). 
The Indian Congress (Socialist) is 
holding a camp at Nagpur un 27 and 
28 June to decide on the question of 
a merger with the Congress; 1). Shar- 
ad Pawar was in Europe when 
Vasantdada Patil resigned. The ques¬ 
tion of Pawar succeeding Patil. there¬ 
fore. did not arise. Whether Pawar 
will be able to become the chief 
minister of Maharashtra in the near 
future is a million dollar question 
His intention of joining the ruling 
party is clear He has met Rajiv 
Gandhi on a couple of occasions in 
(he recent past. Ills close lieutenant. 
Suresh Kalmadi, an ex-air force pilot 
whose primary interests are in busi¬ 
ness these days, has met Arun Singh, 
the Prime Mioister's parliamentary 
secretary a number of times. 

But there is confusion within the 
Congress(S). In the last days of May. 
while K.P. Unnikrishnan. a senior 
CongressfS) leader, told newsmen in 
Guwahati that the party wil) not 
merge with the Congressil). the very 
next day there was a press statement 
by Kalmadi from Pune asserting that 
the merger would be decided at (he 
Nagpur meeting. While (he Mahar¬ 
ashtra t.-lit may go along with Sharad 
Pawar. the units in Assam and Kera¬ 
la. where many veteran Congress¬ 
men are m the Congress(S), do not 
share Sharad Pawar’s views regard¬ 
ing the merger with the Congressft). 
gfc^ h efeii lari e rfiw ys ^ Now DoM 
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Rajiv Gandhi’s Diplomatic Coup 

hulia iniprom* rf'Jalion.s wilh hf?r immediale neighiwurs 


O ti I June, Kajiv (la^^dhi a>m- 
pirtvd Steven rtionfhs a> ihe 
Kr^mt* Mimstei of India. Tlie proh 
k'liiN ur Koinr mjv noi have he«^n 
s(»Jved in these months hur In the 
field Ilf ilipInmiKV. ihv vuuiift Prime 
Minislvr hits .uhieved something 
which has no paraUcI m the last two 
decades. The visit o| the Sn Lanka 
IVesiUeiH. .luimK Jayewurdenv. (n 
New Delhi on the eve of Kajiv (Ian* 
<lhrs ive«h>rn tour w.is in itself a 
major achlevcmeni for India's di* 
plomacv The jmnt fJieht undertaken 
hv Ptesidert Jayewartleni' and Rajiv 
(niriilhi to Dhukd on 2 June. io ex- 
pitss sympathy with the cyclone 
iiP-'Cted people of Banjtladesh. was a 
dio]orn«uic triumph. The .luint aerial 
survey of the devastated areas hy the 
Prime Minister of India and the Prev 
idents ol Sri f.anka and Banj^ladtsh 
was an example nf reponal conpefa 
Don in Sooih Amu which has wt a 
pi ei Client 

When Ku.iiv fiutidhi reaches 
M'aslnnjiioii rn the sei’ond week of 
June, he would in* fioing tvirh the 
inuikt* of •> person who has the jit'od* 
will of President lavew.udviie and 
Buiijiladesirs Ptesidem H M Krshad 
So fm. ItidiH has heeii portrayed in 
the west *is a medium-power in South 
Asia who IS disliked hy hvi immedi¬ 
ate neighlvnirs. After 2 June, this 
imujiv has U’en changled. Pakistan, 
w’hah has many friends m Washiiifi- 
ton. had relied upon the couperaiion 
of other Soutfi Asian naiums to lar- 
nl^h India's imu^e m the past. But 
lecenlly, t hi rips have been reversed 
Pakistan stands isolated in the suh* 
continent today. While India. Sn 
Lanka and Bangladesh were setting 
an example in regional cooperation. 
Pakistan has intensified its belliger¬ 
ence from across India's wesieiti iH>r 
ders 

On .tl May the Indian fureign 
office had i<> summun the Pakistan 
amliu<ttacf«o in New Delhi and hand 
ovci a Idler of protest against Pakis¬ 
tan Air force's violation nf Indian air 
space in the Jmnmu and Kashmir 
region Reports of Pakistan army 
firiiigs iiT Indian uutpusts in the 
f^djkh legion (from across ihe hne 
of acruul controli came in while Ra¬ 
jiv (landhi. Jayewardent* and H M 
Krshad went round the cyclone- 
affected areas of Bangladesh 
Ka.iiv Gandhi's leiuin from the 
Soviet Dnitiii mi 2(i May »aw him 
tlctiing huxy with preparations for 


(he western trip. The trip which he is 
undertdkitig in June is significani 
Kis first had is Cairn. It will he after 
a lapse uf over a decade that an 
Indian Ptime MiniMer will visit 
Egypt. The relations between India 
and Egypt had soured in the Indira 
Gandhi and Sadat davs. Now th«r*> 
has been a thaw and since Hosni 
Moharak liecame (he Prv»olent nf 
Egypt, ihe re haw Oven many min 
isierul level visits exchanged be 
(ween the two cmintries. Thr* visit uf 
the Prime Miiiisicr will renew iradi 
iionul (lev between India and Egypt. 
ih« co-fouiidvrx uf the Nuji-AhKiied 
Movement. 

Pari>, the second capital to be 
visited by the Fnme Minister, holds 





f 


Rglh Uandtii 

promise of increased IndoFreruh 
cuoptfratinn buth in defence and m 
industry . The iiivolvernent of French 
diplomats in the Coomar Naraui spy 
scandal had dampened the spirit of 
Indo-P'rench relations, but the ties 
seem to be getting back to normal 
again. Rajiv Gandhi has made known 
hi» opposition to (he American prop¬ 
osal lor'Star Wars.* President Mitcer- 
anil uf France would find this to be a 
common ground for di>cus8ion. 

India and France have a lot in 
commc.r While France is a western 
power. It has been diffei ing with the 
USA on various issues in the past 
Fiance has a selLreliant defence in¬ 


dustry, which is suitable for India't 
needs fMost western countries have 
collaboration agreements with the 
USA. which becomes an impediment 
in bilateral cooperation. When 
Sweden wanted to sell Viggen air¬ 
craft to the Indian.\ir Force, the I S 
tie up had come in the way i. The visit 
to France comes at a time when 
Indo-Britibh ties have taken a sudden 
nosedive The British, irked over In¬ 
dia'^ decision not tt- go m foi the 
purchase nf Westland helicopters, 
have recently imposed a cut in their 
aid (0 India and indef-nitely pm off 
the minicierial level meetings of the 
Indo Butislt economic committee. 
France can offer India almost every¬ 
thing this country can look for in the 
UK To begin with, the suliviiTute for 
the We^rUnd helicuptets can he 
found in Francv The inaiiguratkm of 
the Festival of I idJa apart, the Prime 
Minister's French visit is likely to 
yield rich divideiidi- 

AI gen a. where the Prime Minister 
will gu alter his trip to France, too. 
has not received an Indian Prime 
Minisiei fur nvei a decade Algeria 
and India agree oo manyuisues. Even 
on the question of the Rohsariu 
movement jn Mouhco. the two coun¬ 
tries have a common perspective. 
Lasi year, a delegauoii ol the Polisar- 
(o tisiiod India as guests of the 
CongiessiJi foreign ivlatiuns depai t- 
meni. A lepreseniative of the Poli- 
sano has been sutuined in New 
Delhi, though neither de/mru nor de 
jure recognition has been aci.ujded. 
There was «tiong lobbying bv Moi<»c- 
co to get rhe Prime Minister to Rabat 
in place of Algieis A Delhi husuiess- 
muu who rcpiesc'iiis Morocco*', btisi 
ness irterevts iti India, ti ied hk level 
best citbei to get thv Prime Minister 
(0 visit Rabat or to cancel the tup to 
Algiers Morocco lus noi been kind 
to India m the past. The humiliation 
meted out to the Indian delegation at 
(he Islamic summit at Rabat in the 
Seventies ha.« not liven forgotten 
When Indira Candht died. Morocco 
did not send a high level delegation 
to hei funeral. When derpite (hese 
factors, the Delhi businessman tried 
iti use his pro.ximiiy with tlie Prime 
Minister to alrer the plans regarding 
Algeria, he was rebuffed. These facts 
ate know in Algiers. Even before 
meeting the Algerian President Rajiv 
Gandhi has made a u<ajor diplomatic 
achie>emeiu. 

When the youngest-ever chairman 
of the Non-Aligned Movement 
reaches Washington with the image 
ol being an Indian Prime Minister 
whose effoiis ar promotmg regional 
cnoperaiioii are being taken serious¬ 
ly by the neigh bo I in. bctiei ludo-US 
tics cCii be looked forward to. 
MvMaMa Hew OeM 
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NEW DELHI 

The Public Views a Martyr 

Jndira Gandhi's residence becomes a museum 


settees and low Maols Un ihi 
wooden sheJvo to the left aio lio^'ks 
the only ones vi»ih]e the niiii' 
volumes of the Bachchdn R,n ho.ivalf 
Right above it is a phcito(;r.ipl) 
Nehru, without hi^cap It ivhcu* <h,ii 
the very familiar last winds ol tiu 
late Prime Ministei can he hv.iid 
There are microphones hidden in iliu 
bushes that fall alonp that path friuri 
1. Safdarjvng to 1, Akhar Road. Just 
where the path begmii. a sfiMlI scieeii 
for showing the different aspects ol 
Mch Gandhi's lift* ha^ been erected 
and l»e»ide it arc two ooihoojies 
which the TFAI nnw occupies It w«i> 
(he TPAi which wac vnmiMed with 
the job of converting the house into a 
memorial. According lu soiiie 1TM 
hands on duty, it wus dune in ir> days 
which IS why it looks a hurriedly 


M rc Gandhi lives in rht 
hloudstainft im the concrete 
pathway between 1, Safdarjung 
Road and 1. Akhar Road. It has now 
turned grey and is encased, tronicah 
ly, in bullet-pioof glass. Around it are 
30'OdJ circles in white paint, marked 
(bullet casing) and -SC" (steii 
gun)—silent signs of the hollets that 
killed Mrs Gandhi. A red hulb burns 
on the ompev seiitry bov whrro one 
of her assassins waited for her that 
morning. The approach to the spot is 
blocked by a recrongular platform in 
green mnsaic. on which lie flowers 
and stimd two gourds of the Delhi 
Armed Police (DAP), specially liver* 
led and coached or the seiiueiue of 
events of .11 October DJM4 As the 
steady ipieue ol visitors past, 
they go ovei the h.ip pen nigs again 
unJ again. ''There stixid Pradhan* 
manti),|i.. and from here and here 
^pointing in two Jirevtions) came the 
bullets and thei e she fell, you can %ev 
her blood under that sla%'* box .. that 
is where she died. 


allowed bringn Mrs Gandhi most 
readily to life. Several paintings 
hang nn the walls and the book 
shelves are stacked with hooks rang* 
ing from Ian Kleming's MoonraJrer to 
volumes on oriental art and spiritual* 
ksm. There are a variety of chairs and 
a soft leather stretcher overlooking 
the green lawns at the back of her 
house On her table be a pair 
spectacles, a diary and some daintily 
arranged pens, pencils and rubber 
bands. “Move on, move on,** say the 


Thar is wheic Mrs Gandhi lives 
most, the spot <m which she fell dead 
The rest uf 1. Sutdarjung Road, 
where she lived from 1%4 m 1977 
and again from 19BU to 1984. and 
which ha. now been converted into 
the Indira Gandhi Memorial, is more 
like a "good Lving’* exhibition put up 
by the Trade Pair Authontv of India 
iTFAli in New Delhi's* Pragatt 
Maidan. In some ways, the memorial 
only adds to the enigma that was Mrs 
Gandhi. The memuitui has not iiji< 
ravelled those mysteries. Indira Gan* 
dhi, the private person, remains im* 
penetrable 

The journey begitts with a metal 
detector check at the gace» with a 
larger than life portrait of a beaming guards on duty. A few steps away is 
Mrs Gandhi, as if welcoming visitors. Mrs Gandhi's drawing room where 
Then follows a glance at her life right ' she received her guests. The tapestry 
from the time she was a baby to the is mainly green—a green carpet, 
time her ashes were deposited on the ; green sofa sets, a couple of them in 
Himalayas by her son. There are ; red and mauve. Fresh flowers are 
picture panels (quite reminiscent of arranged on the low tables and on 
the one at the "Son of India" pavi^ xhe walls, there are paintings from 
lion^ wheie some rare phuiugiaphs rhe Rajpuiana. Gandharu, arid Orieti* 
are displayed. There is, for example, . tal schools of vt. Her dining room, in 
a photograph of the young Indira in the midst of which is an ohlong, 
iwu cone and another one on the temebair table, is well decorated. On 
beach with Feroze Gandhi, her hus* the shelves all around stand pieces of 
band. sculpture. ITicre are more paintings 

Of the rooms that have been , on the wall and beside the table, a 
opened to public view, in 1. Safdar* ; huge clephaDt lusk standing against 
jung Road, her study, where only her i the wall.Nexi to the dining room is a 
tmmedieie family members were I tjoy, Lahaped waiung room, with 


\ sdinsdM to cwnnxmor a te the spot vhefv lildlrv Gandhi hw- <tnA ilrari 

finished job, especially the photo- < 
section. The TFAI is still busy giving j 
the final touches to the mc'inonul. ; 
There will he, according to some j 
TFAI sources, additions to tlie memo- ' 
rial. But the bedroom, (he meditation ; 
room and other parts of the hou^e ' 
will not he opened to I he public in | 
keeping with Mr» Gandlu'b iiiiong ^ 
desire fur privacy (luring her life. ‘ 
Near the vxic is the spot where the | 
bullets felled her. ihi« , Akbar Koad i 
from there is only a breath away. It 
stands sealed, sparkling white and 
silent in the shade of huge trees, 
overlooking the small distance Mrs 
Gandhi could not cover. 
genMrafiae Tkefnir, Mew OeM 
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COINAGE 

Shortchanged 

^ ^ ^ * • • 

L<irgrf-.sca/r* imports (o deal w'i^h fhr? si.tircify of coins 


W hcrt; h«j» all rhc chanee Rone? 

The public, facing daily the* 
shortagi* of coinx does noi knuw. The 
Keserve bank of IridKi (RBh. which 
dii<trihMies inillums of pieces of 
chotige all over ihe cuumry is unable 
III comprehend the reusons and calls 
ti un “anifKial shuriage " Rven rhe 
government, pointing out the in* 
creased produciiim of coins over the 
vear»i. has been wondering where the 
coins hnd their wn.v from the 1,75S 
depots that the RKI run< The answer 
lieK III Urge scale hoarding and some 
am<»um of melting, a fevt that was 
recently admitted by the government 
ill rarli«i:>ent. 

ificr years of vacillation, the guv* 

Cl ament haa decided to import for 
the first timei minted coins, to aug 
ment the svippiv from the three mints 
in India. On 14 Mav* the minister of I 
SI Hie for finance. Janardhan Poojary i 


annuunci-d m the Lok Sabha (bat 
2.000 million pieces of coins (worth 
Rs 14.) emres) would be imported tu 
meet the current shortage in the 
country. Though it v^as not 
announced. ii is believed «Kai all 
imports are to be completed withtn 
this year itself and (he deal was 
being finalised with four coun(rie‘>. 
insludjjig Croat Britain, South Korea 
imd Canada. 

Before eiluwing the import of 
[ coins, the exist!rig legislation, the 
; Coinage Act of 19M which provides 
’ (hat onlv coins minted in India could 
' be legal tender, had to be amended 
I During a debate on the Amendment 
' Bill of the Coinage Act. the finance 
I minisier refuted criticism from 
I opposition MP's that in such imports 
India's prestige would reieive a net 
back He said that com impsirts 
sNOuld be a “short term" and a “one* 


time*mea$ure " The main objective, 
he added, was for the imports to act 
as h disincentive to unscrupulous 
elements hoarding coins for selling 
them .at a premium. He announced 
that such hoarding of coins in un¬ 
reasonable quantities was shortly 
going to be made a cognisable off* 
enctf 

Said Wazir Khan, deputy secret* 
I ary. ministry of finance "The deci* 
I Sion to import a substantial amount 
I of coins into the country will not only 
1 stippt>rt the production of coins at 
home, II will force hoarders of coins 
out of business." According ro him. 
(he target for indigenous production 
of coin>> in 198S*S6 was likely to 
exceed 2,000 million pieces, a sub¬ 
stantial increase from the previous 
year’s produt tion figures* In 19S2-63. 
fSO million pieces were produced, in 
1983*84, 1.06.1 million pieces and 
1984*HS. X.iKft miilion coins were 
produced at the three mints in Bom¬ 
bay. Calculi 0 and Hyderabad. It was 
in 1982 that the government first felt 
(he pinch of com scarcity and 
evolved a long term strategy to face 
' the criMS The new plan envisaged 
I ihc* Uillowing: the blueprint for a 


COMPUTERS 

Late for CLASS 


W js it necessary to import com¬ 
puters for schools? The govern- 
I meni with its penchant for bringing 
I computers tu the classioom started 
! the Computer Literacy and Studies 
m Schools (CLASS! m April last year. 
; Altogethei 2S0 schools were shun* 
listed fur the pilot project and 42 
' resource centres were established 
(the number of schools having com¬ 
puters is likelv to become 1,000 in 
1985). However, the wheels of 
CLASS are at a standstill at the very 
threshold of the extensive computer 
isation plans. 

The computers—rhe BBC micros— 
' were supplied by a batikrupl British 
I firm. Acorn Computers Ltd., at a 
I higher price than available in the 
j international market. A significant 
, <)uesiion that has been overlooked is 
' why we have to go in for foreign 
machines at all? There are many 
Indian firms which manufacture 
, equally good equipment. A positive 
answer appears a closely guarded 
secret of the authorities at the De¬ 
partment of Electronics iDoE), the 
National Council of Educational Re* 
search and Training iNCERT), the 
British Overseas Department Admi* 
nistraiion (BODA) and Acorn Com¬ 
puters Ltd., who have fflainiamed 
silence 



[ The reasons for (he failure of the 
. Rs 300-crore CLASS project are 
! numerous. The official reply for the 
delay is that rhe c'ompuiers arrived 
only in late Decemter when the 
stu^nts were preparing for the ex¬ 
aminations. Also, it has been re¬ 
vealed that (here were no systematic 
implementation plans. There was an 
absolute lack of coordination and no 
I concrete procedures and schemes 
i were laid down before CLASS was 
opened. The troth is that NCERT is 
still trying (o evolve a well- 
I integrated strategy to pursue the 
I pilot project* The CLASS project will 
I now envelop (he 1985*86 academic 
year also and the DoE will review the 
progress in June 198S. However, 
some logistical problema. that are 
; likely to create trouble have been 
r foreseen but nothing has been done 
I to remove them. 

The BBC Micros have been doing 
fairly well in England. A variety nf 
software are available for (he British 
schools in a special language known 
as “Logo.** A team of teachers was 
sent to Britain in April for a three 
months* tour to see how the compu¬ 
ters function in the English schools. 

^ This team will report back in June. 

A refresher course was conducted 


I ro re (rain (he teachers because thBy ' 
I had “forgotten" everything they | 
learnt in the summer of 1984, An | 
import ant question in the minds of ' 
I the people is; will the students find a ' 
smart computer terminal on their ' 
desks alter the vacations are over? | 
Will the children receive better ' 
education wifh (he help of coropu- 
I ters? The answer being advocated is j 
I that in the next 10 or IS years. . 
I computers may change our schools i 
' radically and it is time we invested in 
computers, say the authorities* The 
< NCEKT has been offered by 20 in- 
I digeiinus firms to produce software 
I suited i» our environment and cul- 
I lure. Standard software packages are 
i already available in subiects like 
! English, physics, chemistry, biology 
' Hnd hisiorv. Therefore, CLASS has 
I fairly good prospects in the future to 
I rake off smoothly but first the wheels 
j are tu he oiled and geared properly. 

In India, the computer revolution j 
has just begun but efforts to bring ' 
them into classrooms have not been , 
successful. It U high time the | 
bureaucracy broke the silence about ' 
the still-born CLASS project which | 
has been hogged down by delays and ' 
red tape. I 

mrnm RaeSsff, New OeW 
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20<crore new mint to be constructed 
«t NOIDA, New Delhi would be 
Approved, 22 sophisticeted coin 
presses would replace older presses 
At mints, production would Iw step* 
ped up to the maximum and mints 
changed from a 4S hour week to a 
S4<hour week. In spite of the»e steps, 
the coin shortage continued. The 
queues outside the RBI of people 
wanting to exchange currency notes 
for small change l^came longer. So 
serious became the shortage and per¬ 
sistent the demand, that transport 
corporations, private enterprises and 
hotels evolved their own systeni^ to 
deal with the situation. In Bombay. 
New Delhi and Calcutta.the tram 
purl corporal ionv IwKan lo ictue 
money coupons instead of coins and 
i;rucery shops would return anything 
fium a chewing gum to a postage 
stamp instead of the elusive iO paisu 
ur ^C'paisA bn. 

While ihousunds wring their hands 
over the shortuge of change, others 
hove capitalised on the cum ensjs 
and proliferated in clandestine sell* 
ing of large iioaniiiies of small 
change. According in nfficials ai the 
KBl. the coin shortage has given rise 
in a new souice of empluyineni fur 
hundreds of unscrupulous persons 
Every morning com colleciors line up 


I outside the RBI offkc to collect 
pouches of change of Rs 20 each. 
Though officials At the RBI have 
instructions not to issue change to 
one customer more than once a day. 
it was learnt that the RBI officials 
soraeiimes connive with hoarders 
and issue more change than the 
stipulated amount. 

The coins are sold at e 2S per cent 
commission. At Chandni Chowk mar* 
ket or the Sadat Baiar for instance, 
dealers openly sell pouches of coins 
at a profit. A ioo^rupee note changes 
hands for AS one*njpee coins. Said 
I Hire Nand. a dealer in coins and 
' drtmrtgi'J currency notes since 1960^ 
*'Thvrv I’t no acute shortage of coins 
is Iwing projected by the govern* 
ment. The shortage is only at the 
: surface and vxists because the RBI 
has rest rk tod the issue of change to 
' onlv Ki 2n l^rr the RBI announce 

t 

that there will be open exchange of 
currency iioiu» to coins, then tltv 
shuriage will disappear." Will it not 
. run com dealers like him out of 
business^ Hu replied; "Why should 
It? There will still be those people 
who do not want to stand in long 
queues at the RBI counters and will 
come to us At least It will end the 
blackmurkeiing that shopkeepers 
and traders oidulge in " 


BIHAR 


Big, Bad Wolves of Hazaribagh 

Eighty children kil/edby wolves 


T he Indian wnlf is describvd as a 
"timid animal, Ihile bigger than 
the village dng." Less than a 
thousand of them survive in India 
and are.therefure. protected animals. 
In Bihar however, their attacks on 
young children are forcing the forest 
auihorities to take desperate mea 
Hures. 

Wolves have been playing havoc 
near Hazaribagh. a small town in 
Bihar. Altogether 82 children have 
been killed and eaten l>y wolves 
during the last live years. About 60 
others have been seriously injured. 
The situation has driven the Bihar 
Forest Department <BKD) to take 
action against the man eaters. Even 
the Border Security Force was called 
m to kill the wolves. Mainr Sukhvir 
Singh, a crack shot, of the Punjab 
kegimeiu. was also employed for a 
week. Finally, the BFD sought the 
government's permission to lequisi* 
tion army helicopters and snipers to 
shoot the wolves. In between, hakkas 
were tried, in which villagers beat 
drums in the forest while closing in 
on the hideouts and thus led the 


manv 


animals to the waiting hunters. 

Though 12 wolves have been shot 
dead recently, the killings of chil¬ 
dren continue. In the past five 
months. 1.) children were killed and 
injured. Wolves on several 



Already, according to officials at 
the finance ministry, the annemnee- 
ment ot the government to impuri 
large quantities of coins has resulted 
in hoarders releasing their stocks 
into the market* At one meeting of 
the special committee which has 
been set up to study che coin shor¬ 
tage (his year, it was disclosed that 
2S*paisa coins are back in circulation 
in Bombay and Madras. The commit¬ 
tee is presently examining reports of 
melting done by persons of the ear¬ 
lier cop^r nickel coins* To restrict 
che melting of coins for the manufac¬ 
ture of fuuntain pen nibs or motor 
spare parts, as has been alleged, the 
committev will be «iudying the possi¬ 
bility of further reducing the me in I 
content of coins, so that the value of 
metal content in less than their face 
value The commitiei* is hoping that 
increased production from Indian 
mints and jmpuiis of coins from 
abroad will change the scene shortly. 
Said M. Venugopal. manager of bank 
of India. "Wu welcome the decision 
tu import c<nns. It will be j step 
towards ending large scale blackmiir* 
keieering and hciuidmg of coins. Ai 
least, we will nui have to send Kick 
our customers wiihnut change." 

ffrtv farei, fHw deW 


occasions have entered houses nod 
lifted children from ihe cuurrvard 
On one occasion, a wolf seued a 
une*aud-a-half vvar old bov when he 
was being breHscfvd. Recently, a 
wolf snatched away a child from her 
mother's lap in broad daylight What 
has turned the wolves into manea- 
lers? After all. wolves abound in 
Palamau. in Bihai. in (he Rann of 
Kutch ami in Uttar Fradvsh. but 
there are no reports t)f wolves killing 
children there Only in Karnataka for 
a brief periud have childien been 
killed by wolves. 

Forest department officials and 
wildlife expert^ suggest that che 
wolves in Hazaribagh have turned 
maneaters since their natui al prey )$ 
in shoTi supply, because of the large 
scale deforestation in the area. The 
theory, however, suffers from a ma 
jor weakness The Hazaribagh D/c- 
rrfer Cazerteer published in 1917 and 
edited by E Lister, discusses the 
menace of the maneaiing wolves in 
the area. In fact, the Gazer ru«r le 
cords chat in 1911, 44 persons were 
killed by the wolves and the govern¬ 
ment awarded Rs SO tu hunters for 
each wolf they killed. Seventy-four 
years later in 1985. the reward has 
gone up tu Rs 5.000. 

There could have been no shortage 
of natural prey because uf deforesta¬ 
tion 7S years ago. No scientific study 
has been made till date and thusi 
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)eop«rd. He quotes extensively from 
books on wildlife to point out thet 
unlike leopards or other animals of 
Che cat feinily,. wolves do not 
eyee (om in the ^rk; that they do 
not weT^ more >lian 20 kg and they 
hent in pecks. All these telhtale 
signs, he claims, are missing in 
Hexaribagh. 

Forest officials, however, point out 
that eyewitness a ccounu.^poor marks 
and post*murtem reports of the 
wolves killed indicate that the man- 
eaters are indeed wolves. There are 
between five to ten in the area, said 
forest officials who believe (hat the 
menace will continue till at least 
next year. Very soon, the monsoons 
will ^gin, when action against the 
manearers will be almost impossible 
to take. 


Some of (he villagers, however, are 
clearly (liking advantage of the situa¬ 
tion On one occasion, a villager has 
been caught while falsely claiming 
that his daughter had been killed 
(he wolves He wanted the compensa¬ 
tion of Rs 10,000 offered by the 
government for each person killed by 
wild animals. In most cases, the 
forest department carrries out an 
independent investigation and re¬ 
ports to the police. Very often, (be 
reports mention that no trace of the 
remains was found. Even in these 
cases, compensation is duly paid. 
Over Rs five lakhs have been dis* 
hursed so far. while three more lakhs 
will be given as compensation soon. 
Mr S 4 H.A.A. *Tu(u' Imam, a noted 
hunter and wildlife expert, has filed 
a case in the Supreme Court roain- 
tammg that (he killer is actually a 


(here is stili no ratiuita! explanation 
available. As a result.forest officials 
have been caught in a web of their 
own making. Intitialiy, they blamed 
the Hasaribagh burial ground, 
where, they alleged, wolves dug out 
bodies and acquired a taste of human 
flesh. They, however, have pointed 
out that wolves eat their uvmkillsand 
do not touch carcasses killed by 
other animab. Working on the pre¬ 
mise that it is the shortage of natural 
prey (hat is driving waives into hu¬ 
man habitats, forest officials are 
trying to wean the wolves away from 
human flesh. Coats are tied up as 
bait at different places and every 
time a goat is killed, a fresh goat 
replaces it. Nut surprisingly, vume of 
goats offered lu the wolves, are 
actually being taken away by the 
villagers. 


MARUTI UDYOG 

Now, the “People’s 


pouring in every day. they claim. 
The four colours being offered in* 
tially have been finalised keeping 
the targeted clientele in mind. The 
colours are: red. white, “jungle 
green,'* and “racing blue." 

The production of the eight* 
seater Gypsy will be raised to S.OOO 
in 1986-87, but even then its pro* 
duction would comprise just ten 
per cent of the total production. 


that by the end of the first year it 
^hould be at least 20 per cent 
indigenous. The Maruti*800 is stUl 
plagued bv problems about indige- 
nivation. “All three factors—quali- 
tv. quantity and time—are posing 
problems.** said a company officni. 

The Gypsy was first tested in 
India last year in (he rrans- 
Himalayan expedition from Khar- 
dungla near Lch (o the Pangsu pass 


S carcely had Maruii I'dvog 
announced (he launch of its 
new four-wheeird drive vehicle. 
“Gypsy,” when ii was flooded with 
enquiries and letters warning 
against its posKihle bUckmarket- 
ing. One such letter piibli-ihed in 
the Timer of India, dated 16 May 
warning against this states it is 
therefore suggested that Maruti 
Odyog should allow oniyione ap¬ 
plication from one familv and also 
should ban its free transfer right 
from the beginning. The fears 
are not unwarranted, keeping in 
mind that the firm intends to pro 
duce just LOOO vehicles in the first 
year of production, 198S-Kb 
As was the case with the Maruti- 
800, the companv officiali expect to 
“revolutionise the market” with 
the introduction of the ‘‘Gypsy” 
which is coming into a market 
dominated mainly by the Jeep 
manufactured by the Mahindras 
and the Jonga. The Maruti vehicle 
is expected to be priced at around 
Hs 60,000 which is a little below the 
price of the competitors. 

The lour cylinder engine with a 
four-stroke cycle hasa fuel elfii len- 
cy of 14 km to (he litre under test 
cosditions. Under normal driving 
conditions it is expected to give a 
little Jess at about lO-ll km per 
litre. The Gypsy has a maximum 
speed of 1)0 km per hour. The 
production is expected to begin 
around November and bookings 
will begin in early July. Just as in 
the case of its earlier vehicles, the 
Maruti Gypsy will initally be totally 
foreign-made, h has been proposed 


The Mamli Gypsy 

at the Burma border, “if it impress¬ 
ed the army, we have no doubts 
that it will impress the market," 
claimed a Marat iexecutive.The firm 
has already received enquiries 
from pera-miUtary forces like the 
Border Security Force (BSP) and 
the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPFj. The firm is also trying to 
promote it as a pick-up vehicle for 
agricultural produce Enquires 
from the **young-ln crowd* ere also 


The firm has already reached a 
capacity of 4.500 vehicles per 
month, which consists mainly of tha 
Maru'i-800. with the production of 
vans and deluxe cars being varied 
as per the demand. At this rare, the 
company is expected to complete 
the year with a total volume nf 
SO.OOO cars as against the figure of 
40,000 promised to the government 
for 198S6G. 
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GUJARAT 

AssauH on 


Armed with rods and sucks entered 
shops being searched hy the taxmen 
who would be identified and beaten 
up. 

What came as a shock was the 
unhelpful attitude of the local police. 
As the attacked taxmen, an 

alarm was raised and the police sta* 
lion at Salahatpura was mformed. 
But the police did nothing. The ex* 
cine team leaders at the control room 
then rang up their soniorsln Ne»v 
Delhi to tell them of their plight. 
According to reports from Surat, the 
director ot revenue intelligence in 
Delhi. M S. Btndra. in turn,informed 
other lop brass tn the capital. Pmally 
the Gujarat chief secretary. .M. Sivag> 
nanam in Gandhinagar was tuld to 
order the Surat police to help the 
excise men. It was only around len 


WhiJe the policemen looked the other way 


I t was one of the biggest anti-tax 
evasion operatiocu planned by the 
Central Excise Deparimanc. involv* 
ing 435 officers and men brought in 
from Kanpur, Hyderabad, Chandi* 
garh, Delhi and Bombay. So strict 
was the secrecy that members erf the 
raiding party had no inkling even 
when (hey left Bombay. Their des* : 
(inarion was Surat, the textile centre : 
in Gujarat. Newspaper reports had j 
spoken of excise duty evasion run* 
ning into more than Rs 100 crores. of ' 
money being poured into construc¬ 
tion end of piles of black money. Bor 
the tax sleuths it was a nightmare. 
Over 60 officials were beaten up by | 
goondas hired by shopkeepers and | 
manufacturing units while the Surat I 
police turned e deaf ear lo the dis* i 
tress cells for hours. ] 

After the assault by thegoondeson | 
24 May, V.P. Singh, union finance r 
minuter, telephoned the Gujarat i 
chief minister, Madhavsinh Solanki ^ 
on 28 May. and reportedly told him 
CO spare no one involved in the 
attack. Sinj^ had reason to be angry 
A day earlier, the SoJanki govern* 
men! tried to explain why police¬ 

men hed not rushed to the taxmen's 
aid. Despite the fact that the police 
commissirncr of Surat. Man Mohan 
Mehta, called the raids tll-rimed, the 
Central Excise Department's re¬ 
venue intelligence wing, acting on 
the finance minister’s orders coo- 
ducted further checks. At>the time of 
writing, five penons, incljtding three 
owners of mills and one manager, 
have been arrested and unaccounted 
fabrics worth R$ five crores seised 
The 24 May raid vras ^nned meti¬ 
culously. On reaching Surat, die raid¬ 
ing squad set up a temporary control 
room and raided the textile mar¬ 
ket and the nearby areas where ab¬ 
out 1,000 shops ere located. Some 
went to Pandesara, on the outskirts 
of the city. In the beginning, notbitxg 
seemed amiss and the taxmen began 
their work. At 2.30 pm however, the 
control room received the first SOS 
menage. The taxmen were being 
aciucked by gangs of hired tougha 
with sticks, rods and ecid. 

The 43S strong parry led by two 
deputy directors, R. Bhettechirya 
and T,P. SJnghal, which had broken 
up into smaller units fnr detailed 
checks were first attacked near the 
Ring Read area where most of the 
team ahm art located. Tha tPon 
dtt aenckmg the men raised sfogin 


like “Excise department Aai her. Rx 
jiv Gandhi aartSibad. Rajiv Gandhi 
yeh nahin cAaiega " The hoodlums, 
who seemed to be in the pay of the 
traders, assaulted the taxmen, and 
snatched away documents, search 
warrants and incriminating mate¬ 
rials they had found. Some excise 
officials lost their personal belong 
Ings too. The documents were des¬ 
troyed on (he spot by the toughs. Tlse 
at ticks were clearly organised. In 
each case, some 25 to 30 people 


Prime MMsier Cmftl and Mi Mt> are seei allgMiai freei Ak-lndla % iperiM 
MrcnR AAeagar*# ee Ms return fram Hie i'SSR eo 30 ^lav, Hli peraanal McaHi> irfficeT hi 
•see behM him. cerryMi mitcasee In both hands. If semeililng uatenard bad happeiwd. 
co«M she bedygeard bevi reerWd? Hbee Mn Indira OendM «u shot dead. Iwr 
badygnard Otamh BMieeisM de nalMnc to preieci her. Ua personal lerurftv officer bus 
bto bands fidi car ry ta g lagMs- can b be said ibat the wcarlts irrangemenl around the 
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I pm, about eijihc hours after the first 
i complaints, that the police moved in. 

I jounmli»ts from Surat said. 

Far from feehnij embarrassed by 
the Surm polkemenS behaviour, the 
Oujdrat government stoutly de* 
fended it, and blamed the sleuths for 
not inform Ing the police in advance. 

A (Op civil servant told ScKitAv in 
Ahmedahad on 27 Mav that the ex 
cise men should have taken the Sural 
police commissioner into confidence 
before launchinp their raids. There 
was tension in Surat because of the 
anti resvivalion '•tn and the police 
were undei strain Hnwever. the 
are AS where 'he 4earrhe« were con* 
ducted were all tinicble fieL' and out¬ 
side the cuifew'bound areas. The 
police commissioner, Mr Mehta, said 
(halt he ra id s were i i ht imed i n view 
of ihv prevalent situation in the city. 
Most of the police force was already 
dvi'loved und the required help 
cno^d tint bv provided. He said that 
; the raiding party officials did not tell 
ihv police of their nperation until it 
was already under way 

I In Ahmvdabad on 27 May, the 
chief minister Madhjvsinh Solanki. 
iilmnst repeated what the police com- 
misxnmei had said. When asked to 
explain why the police took so long to 
send help, the chief minister said 
that an Inquiry would be made The 
I Surut journalists present claimed 
I that police help was not made avail¬ 
able till officials in New Delhi got 
going. No une in Ahmedabud would 
say how much time had elapsed be¬ 
tween the first alorni about the 
assault and the moment when the 
police arrived. Nonetheless, a Gu¬ 
jarat government press communique 
on 27 Muy described the Surat re* 
ports about the incident as *'a totally 
distorted version." It also made 
much of the police being kept in (he 
dark, adding that necessary* help had 
\ since been given. Twelve people had 
• been arrested 

The explanations by the govern¬ 
ment raised even mureguestions. 
polkecomplained that they had ttot 

been (old beforehand. But secrecy is 
essential for such operations withuut | 
which the ra^ds would have become 
I purposeless The police insisted that 
I the' should have been told about the 
raids beforehand. But excise officials 
argue that this would have led to a 
'leal^.* The incident has added an 
extra dimension to the controversx 
about police behaviour in Gujarat in 
recent months. 

Although 64 employees were hurt 
' in the assaults, the union finance 
. ministry refused co call off the raids. 

Searches were resumed, with the 
! polke now providing protection. The 
I pre^^sure was kept on. On i9 May, the 


local pulke arrested nine more per¬ 
sons in connection with the attacks 
on excise men. Ahogether 37 owners 
of ten mills in Surat have moved the 
Gujarat High Court in Ahmedabad to 
get anticipatory bail. They have 
taken the step in view of the com¬ 
plaints lodged by excise officials. 

While the lax-men were being 
assaulted by toughs hired bv traders 
and industrialists, the Gujarat gov¬ 
ernment was busy promulgating an 
ordinance which would give it diaco- 
nian powers. The Anti-social Activi¬ 
ties Preventive Ordinance passed ou 
26 May is like (he Natinnal Security 
Act. but only more convenient to usv. 
The ordinance empowers the staie 
government to order the detention of 
any anti-social element on the basis 
I of hi$ past record for up (o one year. 
I A goortda or dangerous person as 
I defined by the provisions under Sec- 
I lions 16, 17 and 22 and also under 
Section five of the Arms Act can be 
arrested under the new ordinance. It 
can also be applied to embezzlers, 
bootleggers. drug*pushers and 
pimps. According to Amarsinh 
Choudharv. the state home minister. 


W hile the renowned Candhian. 

Baba Amie was chosen for this 
year's Indira Gandhi award for his 
work towards the eradicaticm of lep¬ 
rosy, the lepers m Delhi began an 
agitation demanding rehabilitation 
and social equality. A small group of 
lepers are staging a month-long dhar- 
na outside the Delhi administration's 
social welfare department in Timar- 
pur. In V lew of the prohibi t ory orders 
imposed in the capital due to the 
threatened agitation on the 
anniversary of **Operation Bluestar," 
four lepers are oo strike at a time, to 
highli^t their demands which have 
gone largely unnoticed. 

There are four melllon lepers in the 
country, mainly, in Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 
In Delhi alone, there are over 7,000 
lepers including many migrants from 
the south. Though lepers travel 
thuusatids vf miles in search oi re- 
I babilitation, many of them are jailed 
I for long periods of rime. By law, 
j lepers are prohibited from eUber 
seeking employment or using public 
cranspon. The only alternative, thus, 
is to beg. And begging only sees them 
behind bars. Said Govindram, an 
I0-ytar*old leper. earn a few 
rupees by begglni in the streeu. But 
the police ceme and lock us up. They 


the ordinance will not be used for 
political purposes. In fact, the draft 
of the ordinance had been in the past 
discussed with the opposition par¬ 
ties. The minister said that the ordi¬ 
nance would help (he authorities to 
curb (he menace of goondas in the 
state effectively and quickly. 

There have been allegations, even 
by the government, that goondas 
were behind the violence in the state 
during the past 100 days of the 
ant I- reservation stir. The new Icgisla* 
tion would come in handy because 
the police would not be required to 
pruduie witnesses or do the paper 
work needed for justifying the deten¬ 
tion of a person under the National 
Security Act. officials explained. It 
was also staled that similar legisla¬ 
tion existed in Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu wheieii has proved to be 
very effective. The government will 
be selling up a three member-hoard 
of judges from the Gujarat High 
Court to supervise the enforcement 
of the ordinance and ensure that it 
was not misused. 

TMtor Bfiari Ahm^dakad 


released again.” Most lepers are 
taken to a remand home situated in 
Shahdara called Seva Kutir, which 
they reler to as '*t)anda Kutir** be¬ 
cause of the severe beatings they get 
at the home. While the max¬ 

imum fienaliy can be Cvro years' im¬ 
prisonment, lepers are usually freed 
after a few days, apparently after the 
y jailers' palms are greased. 

The lepers are subjected to antiqu¬ 
ated and extremely discrsminacory 
laws. On 15 March 19S4, the then 
union health minister, B. Shankara- 
naod in reply to a question on the 
eradication of leprosy told the Lok 
Sabha. *‘We have repealed the 
rosy Act itself. That should be 
enough.” It was in 1962 that the 
l^iprosy Act of 1698 was repealed by 
some states and union territories. 
Besides, insurance companies de¬ 
mand higher premium rates from 
them and under the eteciion laws, 
(here have to be separate election 
booths for leprosy patients in their 
own settlements manned by lepers 
riiemselves Laws debar lepers from 
inheriting property and land. The 
agitating lepers in Delhi want these 
laws to be changed. 

The leprosy eradication progrea* 

I. ■■■ ■■■■. 
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The Demand for Justice ____ _ 

[/'prosy virfiin.s (isk for Ixjdur frualnicnt 

demand money before we can be 
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me if pan of the govemment's 20* 
point programme, but no concerted 
effort has been made to take up the 
cause of lepers. The Swaminathen 
Committee set up in i9S2 tv'study 
the problem of leprosy eradication 
had set a target of treating 4.5 lakh 
leprosy perients during 199.)-84 and 
CO cure 3.25Idkh leprosy patients. The 
target fell short of expectations. 
Now, according to workers of the 
Jagat Mata Kusht Ashram, a recent 
survey has shown that if rehabilita¬ 
tion at this rate continues it would be 
250 years more before leprosy is 
eradicated in India 


Leprosy patients of the Jagat Mata 
Kusht Ashram placed their demands 
for proper rehabilitation an.l free 
rations at the doorstep nf Chief Jus¬ 
tice designate, P N Bhagwari a few 
days ago. In the rwtition they have 
complained chat since they are not 
allowed to work most nf them have 
no option but to beg, which gets them 
imprisoned. They have filed sevcrel 
complaints at the social welfare de 


i*prtmy paiwnu d«mawret>an aulMdv dw ■ociek •’rilert tfepertment In DcIM 

country,** said an official of the social 
welfare department. A good explana¬ 
tion, perhaps. But the fact remains 
that in the guise of restricting the 
entry uf lepers into Delhi, the capit¬ 
al's lepers are besnK neglected. 


panmem. “Wv do not want to im* 
prove the facilities of beggars in the 
capital alone for fear of thousands of 
lepers converging to Delhi. We have 
to treat this as a national problem 
and plans are underway to evolve a 
scheme to rehahilicaie lepers in the 


SRI LANKA 

Island of Terror 

on liofli 'roriTiI nnd Slnlialii civilians on llir rise 


T he killing of ISO Sinhalese civi- 
lians by Tamil guerillas in Anur- 
adhapura in May is another grisly 
chapter ju Sri l,anka's ethnic con¬ 
flict. It was the first time that Tamil 
terrorists broke their self-imposed 
rule of riot at lacking Sinhalese civi¬ 
lians whatever the provocation. They 
had identified the armed forces as 
tbeir enemy and had not retaliated 
against the Sinhalese civilians unlike 
the Sri Lankan security forces, which 
when unable to apprehend the Tamil 
terrorists attack Tamil civilian*. 

On tS May, about two doten Tamil 
militants, disguised in army uniforms 
reached Anuradhapura. Using 
machine guns, they sprayed the area 
with bullets killing l.Vl persons. As a 
Sri Lankan official said, *'The feroc¬ 
ity of the attack was uRfMrallel in 
the history of terrorism in Sri 
Lanka," The Libe ration Tigers of 
Tamil Elam (LTTE) is believed to be 
responsible for ehe massecre, though 
it Kas not claimed responsibility as 
yet., 

A senior LTTE member mid Si'n* 
HAY that Che whole group had master 
minde d the attack. Asked how the 
LTTE could justify this action parii- 
cuiarly when they had consistently 
maiiitamed chat "their war was not 
against the Sinhalese people," h« 
r^Ued that the attack was intendea, 


tu drive name a few points to the 
jayewardene government. “Hus is a 
desperate attempt by the Tamil 
guerillas to protect their people. The 
killing of Sinhalese civilians a 
preventive warning r» the Sinhalese 
armed forces tlut they can no longer 
kill Tamil civilians with impunity. If 
they kill our civilians, we wil! kill 
theirs.^he said. 

If the Tamil guerillas continue to 
attack Sinhala civilians, the Jayewar- 
dene government will not be able to 
protect them. The Sinhalese have 
been living in peace but now, the 
guerillas wish to give the Sinhalese 
masses a taste of the fr.ar and in¬ 
security that the Tamils face. 

The Anuradhapura incident is a 
setback for Jayewardene. The Sinha* 
la opposition parties and the Buddh¬ 
ist clergy are now up against 
Jayewardene. The mass killings of 
Sinhalese civilians have outraged 
opposition Sinhala leaders and ex. 
posed ibe inefficacy of the adminis¬ 
tration. Security help arrived hours 
after the guerillas left. One way 
Jayewardene ran cling onto power is 
by declanng martial law but ii may 
at best dfUy his political exit. 

Meanwhile, tbe Sri L^nka govern¬ 
ment is going ahead with its plan of 
colonisatioci. Over 200,000 Sinhalese 
armed civilians will be senJed in tbe 


I Tamil-dominated areas in the north 
i m the next one and a half year. Tamil 
' militants told Simdav that they 
I would attack these armed, well- 
trained. and predominantly male sot 
, tiers because they considered them 
to be a para military force. 

The Sri Lanka government has 
started a propaganda war before a 
military solution to the Tamil prob¬ 
lem. Recently, the department of 
information released brochures 
which had grisly photographs of the 
. victims of Tamil terrorists, violence 
and brutality by Tamils But there is 
nothing to prove that these vic- 
' iims are of guerilla violence and not 
I arn^ “excesses." Some photographs 
however are definitely suspect. One 
photograph for instance, is of men 
killed In the Kem and Dollar forms 
raid by the LTTE. 

In November 1984, the LTTE 
raided the farms and killed about 
100 inmates. Tbe photograph show¬ 
ing the dead “farmers" placed in a 
row is considered fake l^cause the 
hands of the victims are tied at the 
back. The LTTE commandos had 
swooped down on the farms and fired 
indiscriminately It is impossible to 
believe that they had the time so tie 
the hands of the victims before kill¬ 
ing them at such an action would 
I have served no purpose. It is be¬ 
lieved that the dead are actually 
Tamils. The photograph* a coloured 
oneiTeveals that the victims are wear¬ 
ing clean shirts, with no bloodstains. 
There are no other marks of injury 
on the body. It would appear that the 
vtaiiDS have all been shot through 




NEWS 


ilU’ hcMii >s'hil«: the <lcaii t>oJi^suf the 
Ki*ni .inii Dolljm I'arin'i W(*r« man- 
urui k.ii»<ri*vJ hy (hv j^renades 
(Iin] h*iv«>(ik.iv MorwiVer. dll ihe men 
so<’tM ro Ih* voimK> tud^inf* hv iKe 
<.nl<»u; of rhoM' htiii 

h M ilu’ Sri UirikA kt>vvrnmenr*^ 
ini« iirnoi u> provf* (h.u T«imjl lerror- 
isfii IS rlic handmiirk of u So\'ce< pior 
l<* l<i|>p?c tia* JaycKardvne Aovern- 
imni. Hk’ Sri Liink^iii ):ov«rnmeni 
hiis uiriii* down heavily on Arrne$fv 
IniiniiatiDiiai 4 Ali wliKh.itlicheves. 
In kiihliolU’cl In' " The aiftu- 

MiHJtv |ia( loi wnril hy rhe govern* 
iiunt aKoMivi At and <i(her ‘*hi(Mv 
soimdinK * ImiiKin iikhis or^anisd* 
rioiiN ot I ho world .iri* tvvoaliiiK' The 
Sn t oikaii ,:ovt*Mimcn( wnnders ai 
ilio ’do.icl Mlvme’ "I AI and other 
^loupN, r von ahnnt rhv '’Urtip post 
killirms" iiulnlpcJ m hv ilie terrori»rv 
OM pimish who rlie> Kdieve to l>r 
jviliio iiilojiiiiON ;tni! anti sneidlsl 
w'-.'tt flu'v vast 1*1010 (Ik* armv e* 

I > .S«'N 

rhv |MiM|i|iloi talks aln»ui the 
aiiiu's vo|iriMi' of I he LtTR's 
iiiiioniiv iM AuliuveK iii Jaffna The 
soi/oie. I *st mulled u> Ik* woith Ks 40 
itnlhoo (Sij l..mkaii lUtH'es i w,is ihc 
hi;*Ki**>i Nithavk siilfvied hv the 
I fTI Mu inmiphlet stale*. *’Ap»irr 
iiion till'« v.omli* said to Ih* of tndun 
nnikv, .1 oomlisi of items tocovered 
liiiiii I hi f iftei arsenal hv the arinv 
had Imii.Mi nl•llklrl*:s ArmniK those 
nhiili hriii Indian matkin*;v were 
(w'vlve hoii nIimi ^im caitiidites. vx- 
[ijo'ive pnineiv and amniunirion 
ran^tn*! Iiihm omh' mm hand pun 
Indices to 7 'ft mm rifle hullcK All 
I he ,in iron Mil ion were packed ni I’VC 
laiiisteis w ith SCI CM’ lops and were 
ai ilu' torn ot the raid, still iii their 
p.ipoi j.ickets. This *irniv raid was a 
M^indu.ini hiv.ikrhroutth in that the 
soUluns w’ere tihle to ieii>ver <• l.irue 




voilu* of aims and ammunition 
I Ml m*! Ill over to Si I l.mika maiiilv 
ii«>m hiilia. with a view to cr«arm|! 
muidei. mayhem and vltaos ui this 
coaiui y 

riie (a(lit‘ oi' p(opa*:anda I net a* 
line also me hides j hook.77t<' /''rhrtJt* 
Pitif'U'nt in Sn w'hich s4*eks to 

khspet ilii* ‘invfli of disi .1 immatunT' 
oituiiisi the Tamils, The book savv 
disiimuruioni van t.ike manv foims 
aoil pooiis<nit thai ihoi e i& n«» disvri* 
neiiorion m these spheres in Sri 
Lanka )o <|imte a passage "Legal 
iiisv>on luinnn von take vniimis 
loiMis i.mgmg ttoin the ensJiiinc 
cnedt Ml i.ive disc Mini nation in the 
sT.nnli* honk las in sontli AtiK.>ii to 
soi |i trstnitiops as ilu* legal disaUili* 
lies <4 the 1 iii.m Indian taO jh'i ceni 
ot rhi naiioiM uiih u*gaid to the 
pm chase ol land OI the l>hiiniipuri'J 
evops III the s<iih U*Ki>>le(o>h of 
Vfalitvsui Sri Ldiik.i mekes no such 
(liscrmniirttion " The crucial point 


here is that (he t«vo above mentioned 
statutes are directed againtt (ore* 
igners. Does the Sri Lankan govern* 
ment unconsciously think that its 
Tamils are foreigners? 

The hook slates that the percen* 
lage of the Tamils in the legal and 
judicial departments of the govern* 
ment is higher than the percentage 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka. The same 
siiuaiion prevails in the prafes^ioiial 
and semi*professionaI spheres. The 
figures are from the census of public 
servants conducted in 1980. Tho fi* 
gures. however, do not tally with the 
siaiisiiCH collected by the Tamils 

One of the most interesting aspevtv 
of the book rs iha( for the first lime 
(he government of Sn Lanka actually 
discusses the concept of ILelarn. 
which had been dismissed .is h pipe 
dream conceived by madmen. In the 
passages discussing Kriani. it is 


IS "known to have killed several of 
his own comrades because he felt 
they would he a danger to his lead* 
ership.** The PLOT led by Uma 
Maheswaran was "always Marxist in 
I outlook" and the TELO "consisted of 
! youths whn had strong links with 
smugglers." The major emphasis of 
the buuk seems to be to discredit 
TL'LF and its leader A. Amirthaling* 
am. probably because he continues 
to be regarded internationally as the 
leader of the oppressed Tamils of Sri 
l.anku The book reproduces a photn* 
siai CO]IV of an incriminating letter 
' written hv Amirthahngam's son Ravi 
which carlo miu the hands of the Sn 
l.ankan sotunty forces. Among other 
; things ihe letter claims respunsibll* 

, iiv r*ir ihe moider of Pulendran. an 
' organiser ul *he Ruling United 
' National Pariv The letter refers to 
j land being flight in south India for 



\n alhvrdli (akr phnli«rapti uf Sinhala* kllM h\ Vaniif lerruriaH 


piunieii out that (he "mythical stale" 
include* Trincomalle and Amparai 
d I sti ict s where TamilN are in a m i noi • 
ity i.t4 and 2f> per cent of the popula* 
lion respectively). No mention is 
made ot the colonisation plans of the 
Sinhala governments since inde- 
penJvnce in the eastern province 
xvhich has altered radicallv the de* 
mogiaphic pattern there. Before in* 
dependence, both the districts were 
dominated by Tamils. No mention is 
hKi* made of the Seimtilla vlectoi aie 
which iv*as canned our of (he Trinco* 
mallo district in l^/.t* 79 wherein the 
neighbouring Sinhalese dominated 
areas were included lo bring down 
the aggregate Tamil percentage 
Theie is a vvetion devoted to pro¬ 
ving that the Tamil militants are 
'murderers.' Thu LTTE is described 
as a group led by Pirabhakaran who 


tlie purpose of training would be 
tenorisrs. There i» also o mention of 
Amirthaliiigam attending to the 'Li¬ 
byan coficiecTiun.’ The motive behind 
the puhlication of the letter is to 
point out to ilie world ilia I Amirtha- 
lingam is not the self styled Gan* 
dhiati he claims he is. 

Ever since the four militant groups 
got toAethei, there hat been an in¬ 
crease in violent activities in Sri 
tanka. The militants are determined 
to "break the backbone of the 
.t aye w a rde ne g nv e r n men t," After 
having scored a military triumph, the 
militants claim they will be willing to 
negotiate with the Sinliala govern* 
ment bur on their terms and condi* 
ttons onjv. Thai rhev are now manral* 
ly prepared to negotiate is in itself a 
step forward. 



T hat cantruv«r>iai. 

much ralkert abcuT 
profsranima, It's a 
Woman's World . will no 
longer start off with an 
evening-gown clad. Im* 
peccibly coiffured Simi 
Garewal greeting viewers 
in her unmistakably styl* 
ish voice. Simi. director 
and programme hostess of 
It's a Woman'H World. IS 
opting out of the program* 
me from July. 

Rumours are flying 
thick and fasc^some say 
she is very upset uver cri* 
tkism of her glossy. lavish* 
ly produced programme 
by female journalists and 
women’s organisations 
whu claim that the prog¬ 
ramme it too high brow 
for the average Indian 
woman. Others say Simi 
has withdrawn Itecause of 
other pressing commit* 
meius like her feature 
film. Rukhsur As for the 
lady herself, in keeping 
with her dignified and 
stately image, she is main 
toining a silence that 
speaks louder than words 


T te rolv'poly Raja of 
^*eh Jo HaiZindagt 
wed his soukmate. painter 
Aradhana Oberoi i nick¬ 
named Winklyj. at a well- 
attended but quiet wed* 
ding ceremony on May at 
New Delhi. Star guests in¬ 
cluded Rajeev Kapoor. 
Kiirial Kapoor and Jackie 
Shroff. The bride is an 
ardent Rakesh fan. ^e 
says she has been an avid 
Rakeih watcher since 
their engagement in De 
cember 1984. “Although it 
was an arranged marriage 
fwas .» fan of M$.‘’she 
cnnfessvs Why did 
Rakesh choose Delhi as 
the wedding venue? He 
ha<a snappy comeback to 
that one; “Because T had lo 
have ffly shaadi at (he re- 
jdhuni." 


SImI Oarewol 

P opular series Rajani M 
Mudra Videotec*s sop 
to the middle class woman. 
In sharp contrast to Simi's 
sophisticated woman. 
Priya Tendulkar, as the 
angry young woman, de¬ 
picts a militant middle 
class housewife who tack* 
les every situation From 
tricky admissions ia a 
snooty school to an impost¬ 
er godman. with admir¬ 
able aplomb. 

The senes, directed by 
Basu Chatterjee. promises 
to make a star of the 
talented Priya Tendulkar, 
who has already bagged 
many feature film roles 
(Kaalchabm, Sasti Dalhao 
Me/iengai>uiiii£, etc). 

Priya is emerging as a bril* 
liani new star on the 
horiaoA. 

M rVaMrs?TheJalal 
Agha directed. Tri- 
key a produced, hilarious 
TV sitcom, left for Goa last 
week to do a couple of 




location scenes ihere. The* 
series, with us deft comic 
reversal of traditional 
male*femalerol«» (the 
wife plays the go-getter 
bread winner, while the 
husband plays the .ttay-ai- 
home housewife—or is it 
house husband?} promises 
to fill (he gap left behind 
by/dhar Udhar. 

H oil ywood feat u re 

films, whose release in 
India was banned either 
on political grounds (Raid 
On Enrehbe. Midnight Hx- 
press), or because ot an 
excess of sex ami violence 
(Ptath Wish I and II. Mus¬ 
cle- bound SJIan r Rage I. 
ran nuw be viewed by 
movie buffs on video. Mus* 
cle-bound superstars, 
Charles Bronsun and 
Chuck Norris, batter their 
brawny way through these 
flicks, There's enough 
gore and gruesome death 
to satisfy the most blood 
thirsty. 













(A Nationalised Hotel) 

Presents 



Round-the-clock 
Coffee Shop at its lobby 


Most convenient, cosy and 
elegant place to enjoy the 
choicest cuisine in right spirit 




















'. ' Special Fealure 


"India is number one in tea" 

R. L. Rrkhye^ chairman of the Indian Tea 
Association (ITA) spoke on the major issues 
presently confronting the tea scenario, both 
domestic and international. 


* On ITA 

The ITA h 102 w.ir*« olH «incf in jt 
CdlculU l( hi4H 27 iTieml>oi t (imf>.inics 
tnOov tIvi'lv owning il4 lyrtlonsin 
r*orth India vvlni h urcw in T 4ft4 the 
sum in\M 01 JiOmrIluv)This 
rc{rfes<'nrN dose tci hnt^ of ihv n»Kih 
Indian K roft and well nvor une*lHtrd rrf 
the* naliunal c rop. Tin* |iM‘«i*mirH*n<e cif 
the IA as a r<»|>rrs(Mif<ilive orK<Tnisa(ion 
Is lM>rnc oui hy the lan that iis (hair* 
moo also presides over iheoitex ksd 
Consultative ( ommitico ol Plantation 

Assodotioos Hi MAi. 

* On Ihe iwttonal 
importance of the tea 
industry 

Onall(o<mis. (rdio is numhcron«> in 
I lea* world wide Thus, weorenumlK*r 
I onoin produriion, inqualityand m 
. yirJfl per hectare. Wc are also the 
I world's Ijrposi sin«je exposer. Besides 
the tea industry is Ihe country's sin|;le 
fafyisi employer, provid ing duet I em¬ 
ployment to 'wer a mdlion persons 
India also has the largest available 
bank of managerial expertise in lea. By 
any reckoning, therefore, the siandirg 
of this agro-iriduNtry in the national 
torncxi is quite extroordmjrv 

* Or> ihe current mariet 
boom 

This will not last. Already, (he •narket 


IS on Its wav down. Take the lorKlon 
aiM hnn. lor itisiame, wtiu h is a gixid 
l>aromrti*i <4 the ink'fi iaiion.il NC(*<Mr- 
lo Six months auo, rht’I nice fetched 
pi'T kfissas (4« ix'nte By l« January , it 
had conn* down to 2^1 lience. In 
April. 1 1 was cknvnU) only 1M) pence 
A similar dovvimjrd trend holds true 
for IhedtHncsUi markiH i do not 
visualise any iniiHosimteiK in prices 
l*H juse a II nur ttr>n$ pt unt very 
C learlv loNsards an esc ess rW produi • 
linn over riemand tn other words, 
thi're wdl lie a soqWov 

* On fhc export ceiling 
; cd 220 million kg 

Wc» mighl have a lough lime in nH'Cruvg 
IIh* l.irget ol 22 tt million kg at reason* 
aOlepoc (•s Wiih |go<furtion buoyant 
in all U*a iirodm mgcoonlries, buyers 
will not lx* in a rush ioIkjv 

* On Ihe minimum 
export price 

Thrtiaingig ilH’iiiinmiuni export ikko 
l^rcvonis ir.*es(MMisil>leialkoi under* 
invoic mg artd other malpiar tiers. T hr 
only mirKir (rnhint is the exira btl uf 
pafierwork involved. I must s.tv tlial the 
p«)iic tes folkiWHl i>y the ministry of 
c ummen e in tlx* l^tst two years have 
been pragmatic and in the rrvrrall 
inlerests of the trade One certainly 
can't find fault with it. 


* On the industry's 
mafor problems 

LKmx’stK (onsum|Hir>n in rising at tlx* 
rale ill S jx*t cent tx*r annum, while (h*» 
micrnaiion.il growth laic k J ivr (rni. 
Theftdofr, ihr-re pmnJs ihc ru'etf to 
I irorluci* mo I f«tc«> Ixji h ii i sa • isi v 
dong'si K drnian d «i i id to r< »i a i n i u ir 
24% sJwcM)i Ihr world nwkvi, This 
can ix* dor>r only if tunds arv av jilahin 
with (he growers tor pk lughing Ixk k 
into miw |>lar>ling, rrrig.ilion and drain* 
age. hedm id(N and |X‘s(h ides ia< lorv 
nxMlrrniMiion, l.dxiur htjusing and so 
on ar rho gardens (t is imix>r;anl 
ih»*rrf<»e that iisc af levus should nrg 
tx' trHrcsisrd Intfii'd, dcspiti* the re* 
erni Unviuingoi (or|K>ra(e lax i ares 
and the iniioriuciion of a rJevelopment 
fund for tea, this industry slill remains 
Ihe hjghosi laxrd industry in I hr 
irnmifv 

* On crop prospects ir» 

1985 

I here has bec^n a goixl early u'ason 
< mp in the north Inrfia gardens ihis 
year. Also. Ihe south India g.trdens art* 
kei^iing pace with last year's rwor<f 
crop there, Wee'litnate this ynai's 
crop at atxiul (iS'i niilNon kg whic h 
vvouMI>c It) million kg mure than Ihr 
aggiegatecrop Iasi year. 




'/ Special Feature 


I Tea and tea machinery 

Dinesh Bagaria describes how the fortunes of 
the tea and tea machinery industries are 
interwined. 


T ho one ind u si rv w hme fon u^l^ dti* 
dlrocHv Itnked la the prospeniy <»< ihe 
tea industry is the tea nsdchinery m* 
dustry 

Owrng rc I he siagn.nlnn in tea prices 
over the years, domarkl U)t the machiiv 
fhos beei i rni n i ma I and ^ 9 I so i he* 
capac ity. the major manufacturers' 
combined annual turmiver has ho¬ 
vered around Rs. b crores including 
exports. 

VV>lh the recent Lxxim in lea prices. 
Iht re IS a renewed demand for equip¬ 
ment but the makers have alt been 
caught unawares. Added to this o the 
uncertainty for the future. Uvn the lea 
trade shirks from making any pfodic* 
lions and therefore mac hirsery makers 
shy off from making fresh invesimerts 
to enhar>cccapaciiY 

Tea machirwry prices over the years 
have remained unremunerative and 
only in the present boom have ihe tea 
mat hrnery makers been expecting a 
better deal. This however has been 
belied by increase in costs. Thus m less 
than 9 y^ar steel prices alone have 
gor>e up by over 40^'. And unfortu¬ 
nately r when tea machinery manufac¬ 
turers approach lea companies now« 
the former are charged with trying 10 
take advantage of the shortage of 
equipment to extort high prices! 

R^arch on tea maAir>ery is carried 
out by the Tea Research Associatiorv 
Centre at Toklai {near lorhat). The 
machines so far commercial iaed are 
the Rotorvarte, Continuous Tray Oryer, 
Barbora Leaf Conditioner and Baruah 


CunliniKHJs Roller while work o«' the 
rtesvly devtToped C oniinuous Wilh(*r* 
jng MachtrH'huv iusi been si ailed. 

(nde^. It mtghi well be said that the 
one- Imlu^ry \yhirh 1 ^ a srrnere wcih 
Wisher iif dK* <ra industry is the tea 
rT>jchini*fy rndu'ir\. 


The return of afterrsoon 
tea 

Afiermxin tea is si.igingone of ib 
LonxhiK ks, M cording to The Time.cof 
Liindr>n. It luiti's that tounsb can tx» 
(ivvrhcsini talking about high tea under 

ifu' misapprcNMiMon that high meiyns 
push rn the hiuh md mighty sense, in 
anyr,isi\ iheywii! have to get away 
from the metropolis to resort towns like 
forquav and Fprih where damiy after- 
rKKin u*as have ni*ver l>een out of 
fashion. ^ mat I sandwiches«fresh 
s< onex and fancy cakes are served with 
tea at tlu*se places 

VVhai IS new is that London's big 
luxury Isotels are now making a selling 
|x>ini of their teas. T he u«ual accom- 
IMnimeni is an item or twti good 
baking which has always been the 
csscr>fe of a grsod afternoon tea, the 
paper points out. 

Across the Atlantic, fn New V'evk, 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel offefs "the best 
tea value in the world*, according to 
Th<‘ Cuardia/7. The exact spot: famous 
Pe<i< ock Alley Lounge where a pianist 
plays foie Portei. The approximate 
cost about £10fortwoal current rales. 


fromindlal 

In India, the world's top tea produc¬ 
ing and drinkir>g country, itappears, 
however.Thaiagoodcup^tea is 
geRing increasingly diFficuRtb find 
outside the private home. 

At one end of scale, the flveRar-plus 
hotels serve an mdifferen (cu p pf tea 
more often than not. This Is {^jcularly 
unfortunate as tourists staying Iftsuch 
hotels associate India with good tea 
and look forward to enjoying a good 
cup. Surely, the hotels could order 
speci af quaJ ity bfends for the! r own 
use —no tea bags pleas e a nd take 
particular care with ^ brewing. 

At another end of die scale, the 
ce lebraied' I ra n i' tea shoK in porr^bay 
are doi n g a va n ish ing trjeki accord i ng 
to a columnist in Indian Si^>rtfs. Fir- 
daus. vrhete Narayart Sur>t, the 
Marathi poet, wrote most pf his poems 
over cups of hot and Meaning tea, is 
Mill holding its owrt, And thete still is 


export 














With the iiKMTiiiig cup dTea 
You {dan your day 
Save through Janapriya 
For the coming days. 



JANAPRIYA 


Finance and Industrial Investment (India) Ltd. 


lOflle* 

Uf LM Tomn. C«laitta 700 
nm S7>0MD * Gram* JAMAVEST 

MaMOMM 

94A Uaieaf e. Calcuna TOO UI d 


WSST^AN 

1A. M Floor. ^ 
an. OttUMi Naorof 
Fort, eoffloay «00001 


CeWTftAL 'JTrjV-tt,. 

4&to Jhanoa—■an EiMion Flaha^ Comeax 

NavOa»viioo» 8M Moum Road 

EASTERN «»“ 

S«A uat Rwaa 

TOO 07V 


Our htvaatmanu ifi m OovL unoartakin^orfoniaationa, Sanlia, Ooyf. aaourniaa, 
Oovt. appwd oiganliatlaHi M tnouatrea 

Wt hivs our Brmh or M •raneti eliese sH over Mie 



.. 


tT (i» Alir yu&t- ^ 


.#^4 U •••«•« . .*» V.. 


.A 







\ 




\ 


lOO%CTCt« 


.tmn w. 








fM 


GEMINILEAF^,. 

SCieS V«' ■>' 

n,^0-i9h.'e° T^. .^ .hneo'. 


Jk 


4 

i y 




1 








.' Special Feature 


New Excelsior Cafe, perhaps Ihc only 
one m ihe city to offer three catejianes 
oftea—tea, tea full and team poi Bui 
the last one is now specified .w "00 
extra cup', which means Ihe customer 
prolMbly gets rK> more than a cup uf 
infusion with the choice of addirsK milk 
andsLj(^af dvhelikes It tnfacijhe 
columnist plaintively eruls, almost all 
Ihe 'Irani' rcsiauranh in the c ity now 
serve “a difierent cup of lea alioxeiKT 
Whai a traffic lail!' 

tendon auction prices 
fall as lea supplies im* 
prove 

The shaip fall in London ica prices 
(lurmx ihe month of ht4iruary hrouKh' 
Ihe alhlea averaKe to J 17 77 pence-* 
Its lowesi level mik t* early S<‘pi(*mb(*r 
I M [)ea lers a 1 1 nhuie i he dtn I rm»h > 
nljundant supplies m iSe wake of lavt 
ve<i r' K ^jrxxi c rops Ac c< >rd ir>K u > f om • 
n»Hilly BulU-r^n. ‘.liKks in the U K are 
roporled l<i Im* very hiitU ai around SI 
million , almi ist Sll per c rni more 
than hat in generally c onsKlon'd 
necessary lo keep ihe m.irkH running 
sm(K>lhly 



Declining trend for cof* 
fee and cocoa as well 

Pn< cn planlAiion < mps such as 

< olloe and 1 ih oa dw also cm lh<‘ 
relrcal, nolcs Kobm Siainer in Ihc 
f.'udrffijfr. Su|)plies are now morr frt*c« 
ly avail able than I hey were lust a lew 
immihs age/and ihe pic lure is unlikely 
l<M lunge miirh 

Ihd/il s c olkH* crop has luirit'd nul 
bigger ihcin lirsi ic>n*c asi and 'ec eni 
givid weaih<*r has Ixxisied prospects 
loi the siH ond h.iivesi, which begins in 
a lonple (>t/iHioihs Total 1h84-hS 
produciion in Brazil louI d easily reach 
a lecord Must analysis now think that 
this s<*asviVs output will be more than 
•wlctioau* to mi*ci wi h Id demand. 

West Alri( jn (ociM jiroduction is up 
sharply this wason, ciftr 1 the poor 
10 fl $ • W she MI ng w hei t sc*verr' dt t /ughi 
lesiillcxl in v«rincis i mp Insses. Ivory 
Crust, tlx* mam pioiiiKor. isoxjx^tc'd 
lolKinKma iHord Vifl4*8s crop, with 

< I i lana, N 1 gena a nd C anteruon a I >0 

I ikdv lo she /w ga I n s r he hctic r wea ih • 
01 lhai has hclfvcl Wcsi Atnc an cocoa 
IVI id (i< (II in h js idsi) I kh isu>d I ho re. 
KKm's (ofiee c rnps Cowrtat^ Tm in*a 
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The five golden rules for preparing tea 


1. The tea poi should never be 
cleaned with any detergent. It Is 
sutfreient to rinse the pot before 
use with hot water. Before use 
ill! the pot with hot water and 
prewarm it In that way. 

2. Only fresh cold water should 
be used and not pre«boHed wa¬ 
ter, Put it on the stove and bring 
It to near boiling polnl. The 
water should simmer for 2*3 mi¬ 
nutes. so thar the chlorloe and 
other gases disappear. The tea 
wafer should always be heated in 
one and the same container, In 
w hich nothing else other than 
water is boiled. 

3. One calculates percupV^to 1 
teaspoon tea plus '4 to 1 teas¬ 
poon per tea pot, dependirtg on 
the type of tea and the desired 
strength. (16 litre of water-^ 
cups of tea 7 to 12 grams of tea). 


i 





4. The required amount of he¬ 
ated water should be poured 
Immediately and at one time 
onto the tea. The tea should soak 
In a closed tea pot ar>d if possible 
be kept undera tea cosy. In 


general 5 mi routes. (Broken tea: 4 
minutes, leaf lea: 6 to 7 mi¬ 
nutes). 

5. Stir the tea. Pour the tea Into 
the cup. Milk should now be 
Irickled into the tea. Stir. 
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Tea Irrigation 

Applying the right quantum of water 
at the right time is the essence of tea 
irrigation as R.N. Chatterjee explains. 

Successful irrigation is more than rust applying water. ii is 
a complex interaction of soil water, agronomy and 
economies, all of Nvfiich are continuously evolving with 
new knowledfte artd technology 

1 r(igatiori is not only a necessity in areas UadUionahy 
regarded as drought pror>e but is also an important 
concomitant to counteract climatic changes which might 
be d imi n ishi ng ra i r>f a 11 i n mar y other areas as well. T hus. 
irrigation is now being impJemented where it had never 
previously been considered eithcv rwcessary orec^momic. 
And it also makes sense to have an irrigation system as an 
insurance to project expensive mvesiments in replanting 
and inputs to avail of good prices when they are available. 

New land for planting is in short supply Therefore, the 
major part ni increased production will have lo come from 
increased yields. If largcts in lea prrxfuction «:re to be met, 
irrigatkm will necessarily have lo be one of the important 
enabling factor^ in the achievement of th^ targets. 

It is a common present*day practice to apply 2 •nche> of 
rainfall a month cither at une time or as spin doses, i.e.. i 
inch In 15 days. This practice has generated some 
controversy and it is said that the aniouni irrigaiHm should 
be considered according to. 

^Soil status 

—Land slope 

—Severity of prune 

—Root development 

~ Soil moisture status 

^tconomic factors l e.,; Cost of Irrigating 

Crop value 
Cost of production 

An authority on the subject has specificallv recom* 
mended consideration of the above fKtors. His views are: 
"To say that tea bush requires two inches or four inches of 
rainfall Is incorrect. A detailed analysi^ according to the 
above factors can be the only guiding princrple". 

Indeed, various trials have shown that 3 inches and more 
per mor\th does give very good results. The an>ount can be 
' split irito more than one dose at a time depending on the 
I soil type aixi bush and climatic conditions. 


The following are whtw gardens that follow an a pp lie a* 
lion of between 3" and 4* per nvonth: 

Bamtbarne Divn. of Sylee Tea islate — 4'* 

Mornai Tea Estate — 4" 

Choiban Tea Estate — 3" 

CKaper Tea Estate — 3" 

The ifK reasc in yield at these eNtates has beery found lo he 
around 27 lo 3U percent. Tenviorry^erscan be tielpful in 
determining the frequency and quantum of water lo apply, 

Experts ai iheTca Research AssucMtion how hern 
stressing "imgahon at the right time wuh the right quanium 
of water' im^ying thai ii is meaningless to irrigate 
otherwise. Their other priority IS dramogo. It is important to 
asyiciaic drainage «n tandem wilh irrigation. Planning 
either irrigation or drainage in isolation isilladvised. 

To conclude, a rule of thumb is better than nuthmg but In 
dealing With a complex subiect Irke lea production each 
garden should endeavour to analyse the benefits and 
economics of different irrigation applicaiiorts. In any case 
refinement m imgation techniques and moniioring & soil 
mnsiure levels will always pay dividertds. 
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possible, hii been plou^>ed bdck mio 

ihe eiXditfs dnd the results have been 

reflected visibly in the year's crop. , 

Improved cullivalion practices, 
liberal doses of fertilisers, adequate 
pest control measures and eiitonsiun of 
pla nted a rpas toget her wl ih m lenl ifi caf • 
lv*aidcd propagation of high yielding 
stock, each contributed m adequate 
nUMsure to achieve this record produc¬ 
tion; alntosi a third of the total wortd 
tea production. To this, north India 
contributed 4%. 7 m, kg and south 
India 14A.f>m, kg. showing respective 
increases of 2 .t m. kg andH fm. kg 

The total produchon of major pro* 
ducing cuunmes rfunng ^ 9fl4 has re* 
corded an increase of HVfi m. kg. over 
IS9^. U is significant that India alone 
ha» contributed 5h. 7 m. kg. to this 
incrcaHi. 

A record 420.bni. kg. was sold 
through the public auctions <n India irt 
I9B4 compared to f 36.5 m. kg. in 
1S9.)andoncma^ ireurdwitha 
measure r^f pnde and satisfaction that 
the iime-testc'd system of auc iion*xale 
handled this efficiently, smrxghiv and 
expeditiously. A substantial weight ot 
the additional quantity was channel* 


ised through t?iis >tream by a grjvt m- 
XTwnt ordor ritiuiring proc^er^ to sell 
70% of Iheir k<al jiroduciion through 
the auction l•etworkan<i the Wed 
Bengal slate government's dec ision lor 
furthivenharKement in the Rural Fm* 
ploymeni and J'nxliirtioo ces^ which 
made* It iinrt*muiteijtive forprtxfucer** 
U) sell leas dirc^itly I he ubtec hve of 
tins was to enMin* a Mabk* arsif eisdur* 
mg pru e si i iic lure am I to esiaN i sh a 
sound basis ot supply tr> the borne 
marke|^ Kestne lions on the export ol 
< u teas anncnjrH eiJ on 24lb Dc^cmt* 
ber. tng't remarned in fewe e up tr) 12 lb 
May. rq84 and wtm* reintposerl Irom 


4rd Sc^gemlx'r. ) ‘IK4. as a piotOi live 
measure l<> < untam dfJOH'slu lea 
pcH (>s T he (j( ivi*i nniersi wisel v < het not 
if link It extX'diviM lo imposi* ans (Hhvp 
harsh measun*'* iii i lux k the [irice rise 
f>> Uwiiig liifTher duti<*s and imporis 

ojiihe industry 

tarlier. llx'iewas induslrvwKlc con* 

< em ovei tf>e marginai me reuse reg- 
isterri in llu* Darioeling price averages 
last year, whir h. relaiiss* to llse high 
cosr ol pONlucliiHi in thi' district bad 
ctmtinuod lo b<* inacter|uaie loi any 
signdicant develofiment work, f^uring 
Ihe year under revicvv, htwcvc*f, ihis 
disinc l\ average rcgisit'rerf a Ixstithy 
Increase lo allow it to share* in tin* 
(orlunes of tbc industry. 

Misioncallv, tea hastseen a mator 
toreigo exchangi* earner ir^r tin* coun* 
try and 1464 proved lo lie a milesUme. 
AlilxKjgh the total volume ol exports 
amouoiod t(>214 7m kg. against the 
146 i figure of 2 ftH. 5 m, kg and high of 
241 2 m. kg. ac h*everi i n 1 ‘>H t, trrta I 
earnings irom exiwrts of tea surged lo 
an imiKessivoKi. 744 92crorcMn 
J 461 This was ac fiieved by a sub^tan* 
lijlly higher unit value realisiihon of 
Rs M.f>4 |vr kg. A new emphasis was 
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Cofiburner, very Mnte has been done to 
ensure ihai the tax viruciure is suitably 
rationalised to allow sufficient plough* 
backs. Surplus funds must be made 
available io the mdustry for dev lop* 
ment. further extension and reiuvena- 
lion of areas ur>dcr lea and investment 
in new machineries. Funds are also 
necessary for Ihc continued improve- 
mern cif labour welfare schemes in 
wh ic h the I ndust ry has a I ready 
achieved a fair measure of success. 

India Hasearr>ed. oncc again, the 
distinction of being the largest produc¬ 
er, (onsumer and exporter of lea in the 
world The limelight of this effort musi 
fall on the produ< ers who have consis* 
tently sough i lo fu h i I the asp i ra lions of 
the industry and the nation. HistoiicaU 
ty, the cyclical pattern of tea prices has 
witrsessed m(Ke frequent and pro* 
lognod stretches of ^pression than 
prosperity and the improving returns of 
the last two years cannoi hgt be 
well*deserv(^ by the resilront breed of 
producers and planters who have pro¬ 
vided Ihc world, through their glganlir 
but oft-unrecognised and silent effort, 
the svonderful 'cuppa'—the cup (hai 
cheers, 


creastngly shackled by controls, and 
while the ubiect may have been to 
maximtsc export earnings and yet 
leave enough lea for the internal mar¬ 
kets at a reasonable price, very often 
ihese acted as a maior dis«r>ceniive to 
exp«>fts 

It wouM be apiKopnate to mt'ntion 
that the prevaforsce of high taxes con¬ 
tinues toeox^ profiiabliiy in the irxJus 
try. Whik* most official policy aims at 
prcMeciing the interests of the domestic 


also projected by way of value-added 
exports which were exempted from 
export controls and to which both the 
producers ar>d merrhant-expextors lent 
their unstinted effort. 

The focal points of India's tea ex¬ 
ports during the year wore the in- 
< reased off-take by the trade-pact 
countries, the considerably larger 
volume of Orthodox exports and the 
resulting lower cH exports Ixr^ughi 
about by official policy This, duubi- 
less< highlights the crucially changing 
scenario of increased consumptrun of 
tea in the developing countries, parti* 
cularly m the Middle East. off*se( 
dramaiically by the lower Indian i k 
exports and demand lor i k tea from 
the countries of the Western hemis- 
pher*v The USSR. Iran. Iraq and Egypt 
emergerd as burgeoning markei*^ for 
Indian leas arxf but for the reslnc lion 
on< n exports, sorne of these countries 
would have accounted f<x even larger 
off-takes. 

The merchant-exporters have, from 
the very beginning of the organised tea 
(rade m India, cuniribuled greatty to 
the couniry\ expcxc effort In t Wa. 
however, iheif operarions were m* 
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* PHcn: noA'iiMif tor 
common man 

DD^)«r« Kovominenrv cnoccm ai nsinc 
tea prices, ihc common man m Inrfia 
Kas shown any great cortcem. bet hoh* 
the cost of actual tea in a tea c up is >iil I 
meagre A kilogram utc rush'tear's ur I 
nr c It tea (Indians drink r ri' vanetyJ 
produces SUO large cups, or 1.000 


Trends for 1985 

Will the last (wo seasons'boom con(/noe? 
Perhaps the price levels may not be as good, 
says Vijay Dudeja in discussing (rends hr 1985. 

* No takers for poor teas 

The 196^ and 1964 seasons have both 
seen boom c or>dilirins because tJe- 
maod was greater than supply, (n 
1965. once again, supply is likely lobe 
somewhat short of demand. However, 
the gap is being narrowed. It had 
become deal in 1964 that piNirieas 
have no lakers. Neither the miernal 
buyers nor the miematiorul buyers 
want them, A largest weight or poor 
varieties remainunsofdal all auction 
centres of India. The weight of poor 
teas remaining unsold is so largi'ai 
present that ti has largely (oninbured 
to (he changf* in market Mmtimoni, This 
trend will c<ml>nue in 1965, Quality 
will 1965. 

* Poor onhodOK: no home 
In particular, puor orthodox teas will 
find no home. 


% -- 
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vnatl cups Itiharwf]; tlsv common man 
gener.iMv drinks the laner. The small 
cups are sold at 4Up. pi'r cup. Iven n 
the vendor pay' Rs 41) («) a kg lor tea, 
the actual c osi <if tea leaf is 4p f)er 
cup Ap^Kcoiimalely bp, is vendor's 
IMratit p(*r cup. The coat of sugar, niiik 
and fuel I- .tOp, oi ?5% in a cupol tea 
Thus m ledlity it is the ocher irigre* 
dieisis-.vugar, milk, fuel, etc ^whirh 
«ve Ihe mam contributors to Ihi* cost of 
«Mup of tea. 

’ Tea is not esserstial commodify 

In niv opinion, tea is not an «'ss<*n(tal 
crrmmcxlitv Wheat, nee,idihir*oils 
.1 nd 1 . In! hi n g a re the t ea I essent iai s t or 
c oflsider the lac i that per capita cors* 
sum^gion of lea in India oa little over 
(J » kg per person pc*r year, With such 
a low (onMjmpiior.. it is lielxitabh* 
whether le.i is at all an essential 
c imiiiK«Mv. ? liking (he reMil price of 
ti'a at Rs 40 per kg , rhe experidiiurt' 
on tea |>or |x*rson is only Rs 20 per 
annum. 


The tradition of century, Tosh serves 
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A. Tosh & Sons Private Limited 

Tea Merchants & Exporters 

“To$b Kouse" 

P. 324t33, India Exchange Place 
Post Box No. 2444 
Calcutta-TOO 001. 

Branch; Toab House** 

Williogdon hlaad. Pott Box*k)5 CochiA-682 003. 






BOOK EXTRACT 


WALT DISNEY 


King of the Magic 


Kingdom 


Derek Wilson pro/iles one o/ (he geniuses o/our times, inan cxlract 
from his book £xlraordindry Peouie fpiibfishcd by Fan Books. 
London, und distributed in Indio oyFu/Ki ^ Company. 15 tionkim 
Cbotterjee Street. Coiculto 7(H) 073:price £ 5.95) 




In 1966, the ytar that Walter Elias 
Disney died: 


240.000,000 people sew a Disney 
filmi 

200 .000.000 people every week sew a 
Disney TV show; 

800,000.000 people read a Disney 
b^k or magesine; 

SO.000.000 people listened ro • Dis¬ 
ney recordi 

80,000.000 people bought Disney 
licensed merehend/se; 

150,000,000 people read a Disney 
comic strip: 

30,000.000 people saw a Disney edu¬ 
ce tiona/ film; 

6,700,000 people visited Disneyfand. 


T h«(, in crude sucisticel terms, is a 
meesure o( (he scbievemenc of 
(he man who arrived in Hollywood in 
192J with 40 dollars in his pocket. 

Walt Disney cook a primitive and 
undeveloped technique—animated 
film cartoon—and turned it into a 
inu]ti*billion*d<^lar growth industry. 
He turned his basic creations to 
economic advantage in every possi¬ 
ble way by licensing the production 
of comic Strips, tee-shirts, alarm 
clocks, plastic mugs and a host of 
other manufacture goods for chil¬ 
dren. He surted with nothing: he 
died a millionaire. But there is much 
more to the Disney laga than a 
rag8*to*riches story. Ha was not jvst a 
very successful business tycoon. Dis* 
ney had a motto which he applied to 
himaelf and which ha used to drive 
vii bis employees and colleag\ie»— 
‘Dream, diversify, and never miss an 
angle.’ And for Wale Disney the 
dreaming always came first. 

Dreams were essential to a child 
born into a large, poor family; there 
was little else to amute the young 
mind. Elias Disney, the head of the 
household, was a man who bad triad 
band at many things and failed, 


slipping progressively down iha eco¬ 
nomic Kale. Walt spent ihe first 
ei^t years of his life on a small 
Missoun farm. Then hts father was 
forced to sell up and move to Kansas 
City where he organised a news 
round. Elias expected his sons to 
help him without paymeni. Walt was 
regularly hauled from bed at 3.30 am 
and sent out delivering the heavy 
iournals in all weathers. Elias was a 
hard man. mean as well as poor. His 
children were never given toys and 
the slightest transgression was 
punished with the strap 

His obvious talent for drawing re* 
ceived no encouragement from his 
father but his meagre eamings en¬ 
abled him to attend a Saturday morn¬ 
ing art class. 

By (he time he left home he ]i«0 
had enough of working for someone 
else. He was determined to be his 
own boas. For years (his meant eking 
out a living on tbe fringes of (he 
newspaper and commercial art 
worlds as a freelance cartoonist. Dur¬ 
ing this period he made e few experi¬ 
ments with animated film cartoons, 
llie 'short,’ a crudely simple piece of 
entertainment based on a sequence 
of jerky, moving drawings, had be¬ 
come an established part of the prog¬ 
ramme m many movie theatres. They 
had no sound, of course, and. like all 
silent films, animated cartoons miglu 
have remained museum pieces. 


Wall Dbney with one et Us u v alkwis 
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bypassed by changing fashion and 
improved technology. The man who 
prevented this was Walt Disney. In 
1923 he moved to Hollywood, deter¬ 
mined to make his name in the film 
industry. 

He was joined by Roy, who took 
care of the finances and attempted, 
not always successfully, to anchor 
Walt’s soaring enthusiasm. They pro¬ 
duced shorts and Just about managed 
to make ends meet They also 
learned the hard way about the sav¬ 
age competition In the movie indus¬ 
try; in 1927 their New York distribu¬ 
tor poached some of the Disney 
artists and set up his own studio in 
opposition. Walt travelled to the East 
Coast and tried, unsuccessfully, to 
resolve the crisi- Refusing to be 
downcast, he cabled Roy before his 
return, ‘Everthing OK. Coming 
home.* And on the long train ride 
back to California he created a new 
canoon character. It was Mortimer- 
soon to be re-chnstaned Mickey 
Mouse. 


^^he Mouse/ as he was referred to 


in the studio, was an instant 


success, particularly when Disney, 
pioneering in this as in so many other 
fields, us^ sound in Sreamboat Wil¬ 
ly, (he third Mickey Mouse adven¬ 
ture. Wichin a decade Mickey and his 
'gang'—Donald Duck, Goofy, Pluto, 
Minnie, et af—were known and loved 
throughout the world. 


One dream that Disney cherished 
for years was the 'magic kingdom.’ 
He wanted to extend his world of 
illusion beyond the two*dimensional 
limitations of tbe cinema screen. He 
wanted to create it somewhere where 
people could fully experience the 
Disney vision, could escape into the 
pure, happy, clean, innocent realm of 
idealised childhood. Even in the 
1930s he played with the idea of an 
amusement park to end aU amuse¬ 
ment parks. No one, not even Roy, 
shared his enthusiasm. In 19S2, using 
partly his own money, because his 
brother refused to back 'Walt’s 
screwy idee,' Disney hired techni¬ 
cians (immediately dubbed 'im* 
agiueers’) to turn his dream into 
reality. He found a site. He defined 
the ^aracter of his kingdom. He 
canvassed support from financierg 
and fairground experts. They all cold 
him he was crazy. Tbe ertatloa et 
Disneyland and Its Florida counter¬ 
part, Disn^orld, has shown Chat it 
was not Diuey who was crazy. Mil¬ 
lions of people every veer visit tlieaa 
incredible pleasure grounds which 
are now among the bluest tourist 
attractions in &e worldT 








SPOTLIGHT 


Sum Trouble 


The ‘Proper’ 
Biographer 


A fter being m 
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(ions against Ms Devi were sharping people lur hum mended (hat in future 

chat she wus'*mi»ufting her si*o|>vs but she said she guniuses like ShakuntalH 

genius” for pecuniaty gain wav making mortev fui a Dmi vhould tint be 
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urbitant raiev. After the Indi.i ihar would be the under the pretexi of 

incident. Shakunrala Devi first ot its kind. Nut to be fuctenng progress in 

admitted that she was in- i>)keii in bv hci sweet mathematics 


i t takes more than }iriT> 
ary skill lo recreate the 
life of a (iavrhng pets<irud* 
iiy who presided over the 
transfer of power from 
British lo fndiuii bunds 
And Philip ^M'glvi. author 
ol Afuuiirbarrcii. Thv tXfi- 
vial fiwfit:tifhy jppeuis lo 
have done j commetid.ibk' 
iob on his sutijeci. judging 
by the reviews ii has got so 
far. Accuiacy. of course, 
was it major concern Zieg 
ler claims that the authors 
uf t'rvfdom ar A/i</jhgfjr. 
the other hestseher bused 
on ihc events M independ¬ 
ence and partition had 
made Mminibaiten out in 
hi- JUS 1 the hero he would 
have liked tu lie known as 
Apparently. Collins and 
Luincre, the famous duo 
who wrote the hook, got 
must of then information 
from Muunthatien him¬ 
self. Ziegler, despite being 
the 'official biographer.' 
claim.s to have been more 
spanner to reptevent ohjectlve^tu cater to hiv 
stiength. li% nut destrve- conservative British read- 
rive as. isay a hammer ers 

would be.. J m feminine— ^ p* • . 

vet verv determined " A VlftB ACCOUtlt 
^ • 

P opular as the father of 
cost and management 
10 

Bose has 

whole life to the de 
velopment 

science 

His greatest achievement 
was in 

^^B. the Companies 

' amended to provide 

audit, which opened 
^^B up a new vista 

^^B accountancy and gave a 

i^BB ^^B new dimenMon to the pro- 
^B fession. Recognition came 

^ B Mr Bose's way as the ex- 

T ecu*ive committee of the 

I Confederation uC Asian 

^ ” I end Paafic Accountants 

^ I .(CAl'.A). consifttiflg of 

I members from Australia, 

j Canada, Hong Kong. India, 

Japan. Korea. New Zea¬ 
land and the Philippines 
* it its meeting in Novem* 

. ber 1983. unenimously 

t I elected him president of 
_IL. the body. 


The Asian 
Sensation 

N ot too many Indians in 
India can claim to 
have heard her golden (handra 

voice yet, Bui lovely *---- 

Sheila Chandra, whom we 
had the pleasure uf put- * 

ting on our cover <29 Janu¬ 
ary 1984). is doing well a^ ,J 

London's latest Asian pop ^ J 

star. And she is proud of • B 

her origins in Kerala: "I’m j fl 

proud to be an Asian, an jB 

Asian woman and an Asian ^jBB ^B 
woman in the music busi- 
ness.” Following the sue- ^^BE IH 
cess of her albums Our on 9^ 

my Own and Ou/er! which 
sold more than 20.000 
copies In the UK and the ^B 
Scendinevian’ coutltries. ipr 
she has come out with an 

even better solo called 
The Struggle '*Um album.’* 
she seys. "differs conxder* 
ably from Quiet'. The title 
has a very positive con¬ 
notation for me. It's a , 
struggle for someth ing—a 
challenge." Winning 
acclaim as a singer amio 
tough competition is no 


mean task, but Ms Chan 
dru IS sure her Siru/tgle 
will succeed. And she is 
strung enough for ii "On 
(he album sleeve 1 hold a 



VARIETY/Science 


The Human Connection 


I nununologists in West 
Germany, workine with 


I ■ Germany, working with 
biologists end psychUi- 
University of 

^ 5*r/C Poonsylvania, have disco< 

L* that certain 

A_ /’] P'ychiatnc disorders 
S 4 I might be related to a rare 

virus disease of sheep and 

— '■ -- T*"l horses TheeUment. Erona 

disease, causes spasms, paralysis and either excitability 
nr apathy in such animals in Germany and Sswitaerland. 
The brain tissue taken from infected animals and 
injected intn healthy chickens and chimpamees umong 
other I rcaiures had been known to cause behavioural 
abnormalities and reduction in cugnitive ability. Now 
dccurding lo a report in the journal .Science, researchers 
suspect a human link. The scientists took serum samples 
from 979 psychiatric patients in West Germany and the 
UTiitcd States and tested them for the kind of antibodies 
ihiit would Indicutr they had been exposed at some time 
tij the Brona virus. The screening turned up 16 patients 
wiih txisitive Bruna antibody reactions, all of whom aUo 
had depression, mustlv of a cyclic nature. 


A Double>action Drug 

A drug that prevents thrombosis has also proved 
effccTive in checking the spread of melanoma, a 
dangeruus skin cancer. The treatment has been devised 
by a team working with Dr Ellen Rhodes at the St Helier 
and KingMoii Hospital gr<iup in Surrey. paiients with 
deeply irviisive melanomas vrere iieaied by a cumbina* 
tiun (if curgery and administrations of the anti- 
thromlxitic drug dipyriJamoie 30 of the patients (77 
per centi have survived five yoarc or more, compared 
with 32 pci cent fgr those treated by surgery alone. 
Melanornas are black or dark brown tumours often less 
than one centimetre In diameter, and to the untrained 
eye many look like ordinary moles. The tumours them¬ 
selves are easily removed but any remaining melanoma 
cells can be rapidly dispersed \n the bloodstream and 
even a small growth on the skin may have "seeded”* 
secondary depoisits in the lymph nodes or main organs of 
the body before excision 


Repairing Bones 


^f\i 


—1 


S cientists at a research 
company in California 


V; ¥ I a ^vcompany in California 

bj I 1 have produced two pre^ 

N. tein-like substances from 

' 1 I Pulverised cowdeg bone 

which could bolster the 
1 ability of human bones lo 
i repair themselves. Dr 
I I Saied M- Seyedin and 

lagen Corp. in Palo Alto have isolated and puribed two 
similar protein-like substances called carriloge inducing 
factors A and B. In a lab these factors siinulated 
formation of cartilage precursors in celts that otherwise 
did not produce thar kind of tissue. 


Exportir^ Carnivorous Plants 

arsTon Eaoiici in J 
Somerset, England. ' 

Is the only horticultural ' 

nursery in Britain that is 

entirely devoted to grow- iv j? 

ing and selling camivor- \ f^ 

ous plants. Here many spe- \ 

cies—like Venus flytrap. 

waterwheel plants, ram- 

bow plants, sundews. ^ 

pitcher plants, buiterwurts and bladderworts—are 
grown and exported back to countries where they have 
almost become eximct or near their natural habitat. Mr 
Adrian Slack, who founded the company, says. *Xon- 
servation is most important. We are hoping to clone 
some of the rarer species such as the climbing pitcher 
planis or monkey cups (nepenthes) from the mountains 
of South-East Asia. One of them. ni .oenrhes raja, has a 
huge pouch or cup. capable of catching rodents and 
small reptiles.*’ 


Detecting Disease 

D octors in the United Slates have developed a new 
device which can find uur in just a few minutes 
whether a paiient has herpes or any of ten other viral 
and bacterial infections. The instrument's name is a 
jawbreaker the multi-parameter light-scattering spec¬ 
trometer It uses a computer and a cell*counting muchine 
called a flow cytometer. The latter illuminates cells in a 
sample from the paiient with polarised laser light. Its 
theoreiically possible to do this wiih any cell—including 
those affected with herps or any other virus—because 
each one scaners the light in a distiiiciive puttern that 
can he used lo identify u The device can shorten 
hospital stays and check indiscriminate use of antibio¬ 
tics. 


The Silent Attacker 

i n Wiltshire. England. V 
the failure to diagnose | // /\\ 

high blood pressure in a f f 
patient who frequently / / 

nee kache has cost two doc* 

tors £139.500 jn damages, { , ) 

Tlie diagnosis of severe 

hypertension was made af- ! / 

ter the patient had suf* j / / 

fared a crippling stroke, ' " ^ * - 

Most patieots are under the wrong impression that if 
they have no symptoms their blood pressure must be 
Rormal. Hypertension attacks silently. Headaches, 
ousebleeds, breathlessness, changes m vision, chest paiA 
or oveo a loss of Intellecrual ability are the results ifif 
hypertension and are noi directly related to bloo^ 
pressure. Although headaches are difficult ta«valuate. 
pain at the back of the head or in the neck li utually 
promineot; the nost common cause is probably an 
arthritic neck. One small clue to the presence of 
hypertension has been recently reported in the Leacet. 
It seems that stantorious breathing and heavy snoring 
may be a sign of high blood pressure. 
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ARIES OS AfPlI—14 MiVi 

Slow proQress on fronis 
may toN upon your patience 
bui do not take hasty Oeci* 
siona 10 speed uo thirtge 
Financjally, this 19 e bleak penod Ovi do rto( 
Bet d<$heariened as this »s only a pese^tp 
phase. This a also hoi a favourable penod 
to pursue lepat problems Soctei engage* 
merits WIN keep you busy but do rtol 
neglect your health However, ms is a 
oood time tor lovers 
deed diMi: 1Q. 11 and I3 
lucky mimbars: 3 4 and S 
Favourable dirtetlM: l«^orth 


TAURUS ns bkiy.14 Jenel 

This 18 noi 8 good week (or 
love and mamage negotia* 
kons PrpfeutJonats witi also 
imd ihis phase eoualiy eke* 
appointing check your temper and deal 
With ihose <n authoniy with (act Your health 
Will add to your woir ee On iiie knarx^ial 
troni you may have 10 borrow mortey (o l>de 
Over this phase A letter towaros the middle 
of ihe week wilt relieve you oi a loi of 
tension 

fiaad dam: 10 13 and tS 
Ucky numbari: 1 . 2 and 3 
Favwribte dirtcllon: SQuth>easi 


GEMINI (16 Jen^U 
This IS an eiiremely lucky 
week lor Ihoee <n servKe 
chances of goir>g abroad art 
bright eusinessmen can go 
ahead with axpar>8ion plans If you have 
legal problerrs periaming to property this 
IS me «ght time 10 pursue ihem Lovers will 
also find this phaae OKtremety favourable 
Singers and performing arfisia wiO wtn rare 
honouis. Dui do not negieci your health 
and diet 

fiaad dalas: 1 ?. la and 15 
lucky nunibirt: S. 6 and 7 
Faveurable drreeHae: Wesi 


CANCER {IS July—14 Aufustl 
An .818 arv3 spohsmen wifi 
find ihis period favourable 
Students should make ihe 
most out of this tavour^>lfl 
period On the professipnal (ronl. mirK)f 
problems may crop up but you wiH over* 
come Ihem w<th a btl of lact and drptornacy 
The domestic from remain inspiring but 
avoid arguments al all costs Your healiti 
will improve. Watch oui for a pleasanr j 

SUrpri^p this weekend I 

Read dam: 11 . i 2 and i4 
lucky Qunlers: 4 , 8 and 9 
FiveurtMa diresNM: Norih*flasi I 





fess ona:^ 
coleagues 



lEO <18 AsB«s(-14 Aaptsin* 
btr) This s ryoi a good week 
lor bus rtessmen you may 
lose heavily H you indulge 
'iskv knanc ai vei^lures Pro* 
:oo should Oe wary of ih6<r 
The domesK iront wiH cause 
fresh p^ublems The fv>ancial front « not 
very encoiitag<ng A joumey you were 
looking forward 10 iS in Ihe <^ing Those 
above Ihe age or 45 should keep a sharp 
eye or ihei* heath and (Fet 
fiaei dam I2, 14 and 15 
Ucfcy Mtnktrs* 2 3 and a 
favoerabia dlreetlee North west 


vmSO (IS Stplember--T4 
Odebarl This is a week of 
miied fortunes Business* 
men wil (K>d ihis pe«>Od #«• 
iremofy tavouraMc any deal 
firuCK dunng ihe peiPC wiA prove 
lirtanciaiiv prokiabfe Sportsmen vni come 
Out With living ccfours m compekiions The 
domesiic froni will rerrtam This >8 a 
good week (pt lovers Bui this ts not a gt^ 
oeriOO lor profefaor\als Your health wm 
continue lo boiher you 
Reed dam: 9 11 and la 
Ucky Hmbers a 5 and 8 
faeearaSla dfreettaa. East 


IIIRA (U Octebir-14 
NC MC ktr) Th's week sfu* 
dents will get ocportunties to 
study ebfoed or m reputed 
nshtutions Businessmen 
And prolessonels w>l make steady head* 
way but they should guard against Jecep* 
tion This iS a favourable week to solve 
legal drspules Social engagements will 
keep you huay Ihtoughoul The week but 
avend iafe*nighi pa<i<es A letter w<ii bring 
good news durmg the weekend 
GeM dam 10 . i 2 and 15 

Nffbefs: T. 3 and 7 
FaueursMe dlraattsa: South-west 


SCORPIO <18 Nenfflbr—14 
Ofceiaber) Those connected 
wilh the ^ne arts are l kely lo 
hnd lh«s phase 1 avoi»abfe 
For Ihose m love and ‘Ciend* 
mg lo gel man'ed. ihis is the opportune 
lene lo do so On Ihe domestic front your 
children wd be a sourceof toy The finairriaf 
prospecis are also bright but avod evi rava- 
gance A close fr enj is likely to lei you 
down. Keep a sharp eye on your health and 
diet 

Goad dam: 11 . 12 and 15 
Ucky autnban; 2. 4 and 8 
Ftvaerakis dkteVaa: Nodh 






SAQIHARIUS (18 Otumbei— 

14 January This is an «>• 
iremely lucky week tor ail of 
you On the financial hont a 
maior gam is m store lor most 
of you Problems on the domestic from will 
be solved amicably Lovers wilt he happily 
mamed For ihose in service a promoiion 
or a posting to a place of your liking cannot 
be ruled out dusinessmen will bag lucra* 
live deals Your heaiih wiir also improve 
markedly 

Good dalas: f2. 13 ano 15 
tacky aombari: 3. S and 9 
Fivoarablf dirtcNaii: East 


CAPRICORN <15 January—14 
Fibroaiy) Those employed m 
governmeni concerns should 
be cauiioiJt while deakng 

With iheir Superiors 

Businessmen ire likely to face skff com* 
net'iion frorri mcir compeMora Oo not get 
d'SiiiusiOhed by The slow pace of progress 
on all fronts At home a member of your 
tam ly rnay luddetily laN SiCK add ng to your 
worries. However, lovers will 'nd thu 
per od exirerrieiv favourable 
Deed dam; 9. fO and 15 
lucky nunbera: 2. 7 and 8 
Favoerebia direcllen. West 


AQ0ARIU8 <16 Fcbreiiy—14 
Marck} A hectic week i«es 
ahead lorail of you do not 
waste lime on socialising out 
push your efforts lo the 
utmost Professionals will be rewarded tor 
then Sincerity Elders will prove vary neipfuf 
this week do noi heeitsie to lake their heio 
On the hnanc al front. ga<ns through unex* 
peeled sources are in store Lovers may go 
ahead with mamaga plans 6ui do not 
riCQiect your health or dial 

eaod dam: 11 n and la 
Uaky eumbtfi: a f> and 9 
Faveersbia dirtcilea: South east 



w/*/' 

mi 


PISCES (18 March—14 ApHlf 

6e prepared tor setbacks on 
the firiancial front you may 
have to borrow mor>ay lo tide 
over this per'Od On the pro*, 
lessionai troni you may come in for severe 
cri|iC4sm Ifom your employers However 
your domestic problems wN be solved this 
week This is also a good period for fove 
anp marriage A letter from a long* lost 
friend will give you a loi of toy Your health 

Wilt improve markerih' 

<M dam; 1 ? 14 and 15 
luety hvmbars: 2. 6 and 7 
Fivpsrabla dirtchot; South 


Nftmkldr«N1wkd«18 May aad 14 Jwm: 

Mosipf you are mediiairve by nature and you efways l»ka to be away iiom the maddmg crowd o( towns and ernes. You speng most 
of your hmo read mg books m soktupt you wiH do wen rf you take up i«ach<nq People respect you and vaiue your commenis. You 
Md guided by some principiei m life amd you refuse 10 corr^emm W'lh ihem m orriet to make lemporary guns However, some of 
NM are very sentimental and at hmes your head rules over head Women born dunng this penod are extiemety hard*working. 


t 
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VARIETY 


This India 



DELHI: The next time you |o to 
e hospitei for treotment end heve to (o 
into (he operetion iheetre for some 
minor operetion du not forget lo teke 
en aitendant to look after your clothes 
which have to be left behind. For. the 
clothes could be stolen and you may 
have to face the prospect of returning 
home m just undergarments. Mr O.P. 
Gupta of Sitaram Baser went to LNJP 
hospital on the morning of 6th May. As 
the practice is, he discarded his 
clothes when he was summoned into 
the operation theatre and wore the 
gown supplied by the hospital 
However on coming out. much to hn 
dismay and embarrassment, the bag 
which contained his clothes and purse 
was missing. Efforts to trace the mis 
sing bag proved futile and the hospital 
auchoriries pleaded helplessness. The 
patient finally rang up his son who 
arrived with another set of cloihee^ 
Indian £«pres» fB.R. Mohapacra. Pun I 

DARJEELING: Strange as it may 
sound, six young Nepalese boys of 
Aloobari area, on the outskirts of Dar* 
jeeling town, are facing the wrath of 
the local panchayat. They had been 
» charged with 'roasting' a sweet- 
I looking dug for a feast in a nearby 
I forest. The matter came to light when 
a resident of the JocaUiy started mak 
' ing frantic enquiries about his nussun: 
. dog a few days ago. Later the truth 
came out when, one after another, six 
' young boys of the area were charged 
' with stealing the dog and gobbling up 
I the same. Tiie charge proved correct 
. when the senior members of the area 
I conducted their own paxichayar. It was 
I stated that these boys were very 
friendly with a youth from Mizoram 
and got (he “clue" of a tasty dog meat. 
Better late than never the b<^s pre* 
.pared the recipe in good faith and had 



a good meal of the roaned dog only to 
face the wrath of elders. The pan- 
chayat elders are now toying with the 
{ idea whether to '^outcast" the youths 
I from (he communitv^Amrite Baur 
^ Painkn (B.K Sal wan. 99 APO). 

I BOMBAY: A scribe, specialising in 
! crime stories for a Hindi ma^zine, 
* staged a real life drama by looting the 
Oriental Bank of Commerce of Rs 4 17 
lakhs m the northern suburb of Borivi* 
li on 3 May. The writer and his nine- 
member gang looted the bank at the 
point of knives and pistols. 1hey 
escaped in a taxi but were subse<}uen(- 
ly triiced by the police. The writer and 
four members cd the gang had been 
arrested, the police said The police 
said the writer prepared the plan with 
the help of an employee of ihe bank, 
whose services were terminated last 
month The police have seized Rs 
6S,000 from the arrested persons. They 
are on the lookout for other members 
of the gang—The Sraresmao (Miss 
Janiya Ukhade. Hooghly) 

CDDALDR: The primary health cen¬ 
tre ai Pandalur, near here, which wes 
upgraded and declared open on 10 
May, was closed the very next day. Dr 
H.V. Hande. health minister, un 10 
May declared open the health centre 
with a bed strength of 24 and con* 
srructed e( a cost of Rs S.69 lakhs. The 
residents of Pandalur felt happy that 
long-pending demand to upgrade the 
health centre had been fulfilled at 
last. Bui to their utter dismay they 
found that the centre was not function* 
ing on the next day and the reason 
given fur the same wav that there was 
no adequate water supply. The beds 
brought from I'dhagamandalam to 
Pandalur for the inaugural function, 
were also taken back—Norrhern India 
Patrika {B. Meenakshi Sun dare m. 
Tnchyi 

CALCUTTA: There was excitement in 
the Badurba^n area in north Calcut¬ 
ta. when a briefcase wbs spotted at the 
pedestal of a bust of Indira Gandhi. 
Wiser after the recent transistor-bomb 
blasts in nonh India, nobody dared 
touch it fearing that a bomb might 
have been planted inside it Soon a 
large crowd gathered there and the 
police were informed. The police took 
the briefcase to the Brigade Parade 
Ground where (he experts of the ex* 
plosives depanment of the union gov¬ 
ernment joined them. Passersby were 
asked (o move away and the briefcase 
was opened with the aid of detonators. 
Nothing was found inside except some 
"papers." The police are trying to 
trace the person, who left the brisd* 
case there—The Srtresmee (F.A. 
Kuria, Kharagpur) 


Without Comment 


He is too old...He is just a 
pa^n-^Rhushwanr Singh on 
BaUa Jogindvr Singh, 

Basically this man (Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi) is an airline pilot who wants 
to get his plane off the ground. 
He does not look to the ideology 
^ right ur left to get it flying, he 
just wants the machinery that 
will lift him off quicker. As it 
happens, most of that machinery 
cumev from the West—A US eco¬ 
nomist quoted in News week. 

Wr do try not to behave like 
the Israelis—Rajiv Gandhi 
quotrd in Newsweek. 

1 have nut yet vpiiken in Par¬ 
liament primarily because I 
have nut yet been able to attend 
it—Amitabh Barhchan quoted in 
Probe. 

Take a gun and shoot us or 
eccepi the presidentship— 
Twenty six Akali leaders urging 
Harchand Singh Longowal to 
withdraw his resignation. 

1 wouldn't call anybody a liar. 
But actions in the past have 
spoken louder than woids from 
Pakistan—Senator John Glenn, 
commenting on Pakistan's nuc¬ 
lear am bilions. 



He (Mountbarten) was con¬ 
vinced that he was a marvellous 
destrover captain, but all the 
evidence 1 have been able to 
collect suggest that he was 
second rate by the highest stan¬ 
dards—Philip Ziegler. Lord 
Louis. Mountbarten's official 
biographer, in The TeJegrapA. 

If I had the same measure ot 
success in Hindi films (as 1 had 
with Bengali films), 1 would heee 
probably bean where Diflp 
Kumar or Amitxbh Bicbthgn U 
todiy-^Bangtli actor Beo- 
nitra Cbatterjee m CaktaRp 
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In «MnnM ih« int*mii«on»l in 

RfMio emilit, Mun^iin or^ndmMH' 
U)o« Mmt 9t m« tmt 

fqrm o* ftit tong tnd diMngyrthofl eoroof 
ThMgh novof t KOcId ohampio^ip 
eholl^or. hM boon • mo^ O' >«•• 
Donnononi flMun in iho Condklotoo' 
MrtM tntf fomoini ono of tho foromoot 
tou'nomoni plovoro of modom \tfrm~ Tho 
following Qimo from ftogjio it, llko moot 
m 0 | 0 ' tou/nomont gomoo, rithor lo^. bvi 
nonothoioM on onihro^ong comoot Wo 
oioo 000 tnot. dooDito hi« oucoooo m 

Tllboto. poor Tony Mii«o ht$ novor moify 
corn# to tormo wHh Portioch 
WtiiM: A. Mnoo: ftloek: I PofliKh. 

Quoon'o Gomb'l Ixehongo Vononon 
1 P-04 9^ 19~4m M(J 

S H-C98 t-Kl NP 

P-QU 

7 P-KfM 

Botwinnik'i Mtom, but« movt wtncb bofb 
pQfliKb on^ MIloo Kovo in iho poft plwtd 
with OWOCOlO 

T »-NI IP-KM 9~MM\ 

*0 tetwinpik thowod. 0 BiP 10-N34 
unplotunt 

»P-NS 10 0-19 MQ 

11 KfM(2 »-M9 


Chess 

Poftkch < 61 aoA) to movo 

iij ■ 

P ■ >^9 

ro o ■ □ 

p B Dwa 
ts^ a ? 

MHoo iWWto) 

Pock hot proMomo b-0 wiH ohvovo bo 
mol by M>N3 wf»io Block it lomporoniy 
proehkdoO from oovoioping with N-02 
lIMiO P.0N4 19 MO B-JU 

14MM B-N9 

K M B-B? t6 BxB QxB 1$ 0-«« « 
■MoUtnl tw WhAo 

n B-U b-d 10 B-fO 1t-Q2 

17Bi« OoB 1IN-M9 B-B2 

19 BiP Qrt M NuP 

UMo eowU iho Oifo conioqutnot of thtt 
movo hovo boon foroooon 


M p-ont 2 f K-OU H9 

0 9t9 OIAOIUM 

a p-QB4ri aoPno r*-B9M 

TVOWONI^ H-tU 41 ?4 MkOP 0-K4* or 
74 NaNPO-NV 
24(9-B4 iMUf 

how »N<OFit mttbv 

2$N^* pirti M4UM9 M-BB 
V IMtl 

0< court# if 27 OaO molo 
27 ... QoQ a PmO I*M27 • 
9ft-N2 KM1 

Bonor a P-0$. Whitt now tlmoii 
mtkot t eomobock 
MftaNP OA-NI 91 M-ft7 NaP-« 
92R-a) PiMtII 

p*oeo toenfico fintlly clirKhot il 
aiUN A-N74 M4U(1 
7ereod 94 would illow mttt in i 
with R(1)-N04 tnd A-06. 


94 ... 

R-Nat 

»R-Q2 


3SK-a9 

R-M9* 

sriMU 


n utt 

B-KS 

99P-BS 

R-QBa 

4ap-Bi 

R-KS* 

41 R-B1 

fUP* 

42 R-Kt 

R-W* 

43K-B1 



MfCHAElSTEAN 


Ooubi# dummy probitmt tr» tomoihinv 
of on eeouirod itfllo, tnd I don't lind thorn 
inrortttino whtn tho pity It comolictiod 
tnd tnifieiti But I llko tho cno btctwto d 
It oronv’ tnd illutfrittt • thomo not too 
f«r rtmovfd ffcm ortCt«tt ploy. 

DotltrWttl QomttP 

« J 9432 






m. 


♦ A432 

♦ 9432 

♦ 10 9 ♦ K 7 

PKOJ19t9 7 664 92 ^ 

♦ - ♦Kqj1fl9i H 

♦ 0 ♦KJf09 

±J?«s dSr 

♦ ’•6 2!! 

♦ A979 

Ttitrt It no blddmg )n t doubit dummy tnt 

orobitm, but ont mdy kmoginothtt South H 

opont OntSpodttnobocomotdocitronn .oco 


Pour Spodtt dowbM. Wott lOOdt 11w king 
of hooilo. How 6tn South mtk# ton lr*<k»' 
HwMiQ oomo oapononco of tho moni»l- 
hy of pfObiom<Mn#m. I tlidnl find n too 
difficult, but If you htvf lod t thoHottd hft 
you eouU iptnd imiortt houm without 
coming eloot to tho toMion. 

tf you htvt dono youi bott htro i» th# 
tr»two« 

Huff tho oooAfAg food tnd d<400M of iho 
oco of hoorts lobwouoiyll Pxk up tho 


irumpt, COIN ♦ A. tnd tail wdh ♦ 3. 
Otoeord ditmondt from Nonh, club# from 
South, arriving tt this potinon 

♦ J9 

♦ . 

♦ A 

♦ 343 

♦ QJ10997 w ^ c 

♦ - * ♦KQJ 

♦ - * 4X310 

♦ 95 

♦ - 

♦ 74S 

♦ 9 

Mo<th rufft in# ntxt httn. tnd South 
dWC*rdt t club. Whiehowor luii Sail 
di#c*rd» ailowt South to tvubtith t 
winner 


TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 . WTidt do lha following have Jn com¬ 
mon: Chariot Shul 2 . Honk Kotcham, Dik 
Browna, Loa Falk and Afox Raymond? 

2. Nama the Mohammadon loodor who 
bocamo tho first CoNph. 

S.'Whai dnoft tho term 'lunch with tho 
dorgias* moani 

,47 How Is iho awofd'Winning'musfOSn 
Qtovisnd Morrla better known as? 

5. The houaoa of Floats. Anfou and 
JoQeiionooha ruled ever wn«h Ewoooan 
country? 

Q. Whm la tha -Penny. Pocli?* 

7<ln whtth aloto Ir India is the Chandra^ 

Sinctuory, mo ioeend homo of the 
A^oBc Ion oRuoted? 

^ In oomomor tormonoiogy. what lo « 


crunch? 

9. Who was tho world's hrsl woman 
astronaut? 

10. In tho Solar Systam. nama ma planat 
which is tho fwthoet away from tha Sun 

11. What is the young of a pigeon coiled? 

12. Tho 'Soeeor King* Pefe. has played 
lor two foottall cUm lor rnost oi his 
caraar. Namemem.. 

1 S. .1?ia firal novapapw pubSshad si 
India Oogan on 27 JanuWy i7B0 in 
CsMuna. Whai w«s it caiaa? 

•oimao s.XayTw 

•a uMOtat oait auojao pduog mu €i 

W) 

ui aowaoo pua ffiap p ’90iua$ zi 

ii i pin t i V 'u 


omid OL 

BAOi^ssjSi ouiiLioiaA 'B 
pojir\baj Aireuuou uata ooads jo lunotua 
joneuis t Ofut m uouaouOiuj |0 lunouia 
uiepoo V diiofeu |o pouioiu stix '8 

Msepejd jeun i 

Ml Aan 9 uit)us laoJD u| 

ponssi oeM u duioia oBaiaod isjy ettx 9 

pueiod B 
iopoOM OtAOis '9 
uiotA 6u(u0S|0d Aq aoruioue jieqt 
pO|oi uouo 'P|5>og uesoQ omuiojoid 
AjHiuaa utgi om) ^iqatou 'saiCjog 
am pauoaiod 6u)^ |0 Aunq^sod aqi e 

J498 nqv -z 

adhoa okiioo fi sjajuw hi aji Aegi *l 

SySPtNV 







TEASERS 


6Y SHAMLU DUOEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 


Diagonals 


which are all fiveOeuer words into the circles of the 
diamond. The first and last leii«^$ of each word fit into 
the S4)uare$. Remember that the last letter of one word 
forms the first of the next. 



A (hin leaf of coloured paste 
To keep vigii 
Tasteless fluid 
Try ID VOID it 
To groove spirally 
Water body 
A just claim 
He who (ramps 
Treasure 
Content 
Ardent to do 
Directed upward 
Quickly accomplished 
To relax 
To respond in action 
Automatic Traffic signal 
To defer 
Artificial stone 
Compact 
Vessel 


Mindbender 



i 

I 


Can you plant ihaee tan trees in five rows of four each? 


Quick Think 



123236214365 



vj“VN\ 

\3212S2151S 

. 1 ... 


212143623412 

1 


1_a_ ^ . 


Complete the last section using the same formula that 
has been used to compose the first three sections. 


WKsharpener 

There is nothing new about this problem but it might 
serve to tease your brains a bit. Three men travelling in 
America decided to economise and share a room in a 
hotel. The desk clerk told them chat it would cost (hem 
SM so each of them paid SIO and went to thair room. 
However, shortly afterwards, the clerk realised that he 
had made a mistake and had overcharged the three men. 
The tariff for the room was only S2S, so calling e 1^11 boy 
he gave him IS and told him to return it to the men. £ i^er 
ready lo make a quick buck, the bell boy decided that it 
would make matters much easier if ha kept $2 and 
returned SI to each of the men. This meint Chat each of 
the three men paid $9, or a total or 127. With the 12 thai 
(be bell boy kept, the total came to $29. Can you say 
what happened to the missing dollar? 


Sketch a Word 


m 



CD 


cJol 



ON 

HAND HAND 


> A / 


< • " 


A pujiagram is a word sketch which depicts a fasifUar 
saying or phrase. Can you dedph^ (he toUowiAt.Ma' 
grams? 






TEASERS 


Really 


Wltthftrpcaef: 


Th« 341etter word, introduced in the film Mary 
FoppinSt 

SVFERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS 

limply meeni ‘absolutely superb * 

The Webster Dictionary lists one which is lon^n 

PNE UMONOULTRA MIC ROSCOPICSIL ICO VOLCANO- 
CONIOSIS 

See how long it takes you to learn to pronounce it. li 
means ‘Pneumonoconiosis caused by the inhalation of 
silicate or quarts dust* or miner's lung disease. 

Do you know what is the word for those who use long 
words? 

HIPPOPOTOMONSTRO t SQtll PE D AL r AN ISM 


Letter Power 

Reading through this sentence only once (remember 
you are on your honourj how many f's can you count? 

The truth of the matter is that as a resulr of years of 
scientific study the fifth paper on the subject has been 
written and is now on file. 



I 




2 1 




5|1 410 310 4 6 
3 oTToo 2 


3 2 5 2_CI 5_0 4 
1 4 3 4 3 6 2 5 


2 15 5 

2 olsTs 

3 1 


Figure It Out: fUvfndra, Snnlvasan. Prithvirajm, Jag- 
m^an 





Shoe Search 


Mindbeoder: 



lir £ c a I , 
iddem dSkidOd 
Id c Ml £ IQ £1 D 
QdlOeulliD 

o o ^ e £ 

d G i3 


How many left shoes and how many right shoes can 
you find in this jumble? 


Solutions to last tvgek’s Teasers? 

I ♦ 

Qnlck T^ink: They were two of a set of triplets, 
^ quadruplets or quintuplets 
I Sha^ Skutb: 2 
I SRipC Ekuth: Rex f 
Qnw ibta i ; Lot Angeles. Paris end London. 

I Ward Pbwert Autumn 


Q £ ic ic e c ici 
£iSG£ai SdSiSfeif! 
^ e d HI 1 El ^1 
liusEindd ailtnigtaifB 

inninnnnnnBmn^ 

HKiBHinHaiaRnnDFa 

relbiCJCifSrailllISQnDIS 
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sms’ll UUMT TO ^ 
OVtt TO THE PLAY6((OLfNO 


K»OOl IS 
OVEK fOK 
SUMMER, Sir.. 




Cure for the Kidneys 


J apa(H'^e SLivitdsis h«jve crdm 
formeii an ahdiuloiicO lidli^n t«ch 
] niqn« for rem«»vinH poivinou^ wastes 
, from human Hood mm what mighi 
be » mmiey-spinner. They hase cume 
up with a drug that promises relief tu 
the 1>G,0CKI Japanese ai risk from 
kidney disease. 

I The kidnev is a filter, remuvinp 
I from the blood poisonous body 
wastes such as urea and ammonia 
The average person produces mure 
than 50 grams of urea every Jay and, 
unless most is removed, it will kill. 
Dialysis machines do (he same fiJiei* 
. ing with chemical "adsorbents.” 
usually activated carbons, bur iheii 
capacity to extract lu^a i> poor. Pa* 
tients must spend ciresomely lung 
periods connected to expensive kid* 
ney machines et least two m three 
limes a week. 

In I%6E, Pi Carmelo OiurJano. 
president uf the Italian Nephrulugy 
Society, developed a drug called di 
aldehyde starch (DAS), with a high 
urea adsorbing caperity, by chemi 
cally treating starch extracted from 
potatoes and maise It was most 


effeitivc* when eaten, since it ce* 
moved toxic urea and ammonia from 
hlmij circulating to the intestine 
The icsuU ol his trials was remark¬ 
able The need for dialysis dropped 
lo almost noihiMg However, there 
was a nasty sidc-effec*ti severe di¬ 
arrhoea wjthiniwn or ihice hours of 
the lirst dose, Whv this happened is 
not known, hut ir led lo a premalurc 
end lo ail research work on ihe 
projesi 

Urilil Row*. Isnkering tvjih DAS, 
scieiiiists a( the Research Institute 
for Polymers undTextiSes in Tsukuba 
Science City. Japan, have improved 
the adsorbent’s performance con¬ 
siderably. According to Dr Toshlml 
Shimizu, whose research Into DA$ 
lias been pan of an unificlal-organ 
piT'icct. Dr Giordufto's OAS worked 
b> combinihrf ns surface **aldehyde'' 
groups With ''amino” groups in urea 
and ammonia molecules. But this 
process was noi selective and DAS 
Lumbined indiscriminately with any 
aminu groups—including those on 
Ihe budvS precious proteins. 

Dr Shiiniiirs group came up with a 


new version of the substance by 
chemically reacting the DAS with a 
protein such as gelatin. The gelatin 
inactivates the aldehyde groups on 
Ihe surface of DAS, but not chose 
tucked away inside the molecule 
Because urea and ammonia mole¬ 
cules are small, they can penetrate 
the coated DAS particle and reach 
the active aldehydes. 

Not only does this modified DAS 
appear to be twice as effective as Dr 
Ciurdano’s. but it is also selenive 
and nn side-effects have emerged in 
clinical trials so far. Dr Shozo Koshi- 
kewa of the Showa University’s affili¬ 
ated hospital in Fujigaoka, Tokyo, 
believes the potential of DAS is 
huge. Nearly SO per cent of the 
patients with deteriorating kidneys 
who entered his two-year clinical 
Inal were about to prolong the 
period before starting dialysis, simp¬ 
ly by consuming 20 grams of DAS i 
day. And once dialysis became neces¬ 
sary, Treatment was required lass 
often and for shorter periods than 
usual. 

One note of caution, In some pn* 
cients the normal frequency and 
duration of dialysis were lull re¬ 
quired to remove the build-up of the 
water that is normally expelled from 
the body by a healthy kidney 
Moreover, rh* patients had to take 
30-40 cablets a day. 
iy ariwiiaiiiaiir nRh The gsiiisailat 

































Whv some people would rather wait for an 
AllWyn than buy any other refri^rator. 




jiipiiiH'Sc- tfcliil'ili lyy 
is ftu- iv:iS()n wiiv lliv 
Mlwyn ;il\\;iys sells to 
:i v\;iitiiiy list. 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 

• a^'jjr^c-r^y 


N orhmf stems to be 
going right for Dimple 
Kapadta ever since she 
walked out of Ashirwaad 
with her two daughters. 
She pinned alJ her hopes 
on a career in films and the 
industry in ^mbay wel* 
corned her with open arms 
But whar followed frus 
traied Dimple. The pro¬ 
ducers wanted her to work 
wonders and when most of 
the movies released did 
not do too well at the bo« 
office^ they started neg¬ 
lecting her. Dimple is also 
faci ng troubled times on 
the home front: she hes 
fallen out with her parents 
and has moved to her own 
apartment. The tinsel city 
is BgoR with rumours that 
Dimple IS seeking a com¬ 
promise with Rajeih 
Khanna who is h av i n g a 
grand time with Tina 
Mvnim But Rejesh's re* 
sponse to his former wife’s 
overtures hes so far been 
cold 

G ossip columni.sts are 
still in the dark almui 
the f^akhee Cu/^ar di 
vorce. On IS April the film 
industry was agog with 
rumours that the divorce 
case was to be heard. Peo* 
pie rushed from court tn 
court but in vain. Some of 
the journalists even went 
lu Gulzar for his com¬ 
ments. The poet-director 
snubbed (hemt **! have al¬ 
ways said that my private 
life IS my own and I don’t 
know why people should 
be $0 curious about what I 
am doing about my life." 
But gossip-mongers are 
made of sterner stuff and 
next morning they were 
out with a scoop. They 
wrote that a new man in 
the life of Rakhee has ne¬ 
cessitated the divorce. 

T hese days Mandakini 
and Ashiah Chan ana 
spend most of their time 
together. Moreover, his 
car is always parked out* 
ndeher apartment. Ash- 
ish. the eon of former un¬ 
ion minister Dr Charen jit 
Chaoana, has been teamed 
tip with her in Jaatandra '$ 
Aa#aur 5hoia. One song 
together in the rein and 
they ex# madly in love. 


A U seems to be over frw 
fijndiya Coswami. 
Vinod Mehra h as m ade it 
public (hat he has oothing 
to do with her and produc¬ 
ers too ere keeping her at 
a distance. That's a sed 
e n d to a prom tsi ng career. 


F ate haspUyed haviK 
with 5</rr«h Oheroi 
Just when he wa% thinking 
of giving up modelling, 
fortune smiled on him and 
overnight he started re¬ 
ceiving offers from well, 
known film prudiicei s. But 
M>on he lost his brother 
and injured himself 
seriously m a car accident 
Scores nf actors are wan¬ 
ing on the sidelines to fill 
the vacancy while Suresh 
languishes in hospital. 

E very time P/emod 
Chakra borry com¬ 
pletes a film he comes up 
with a mournful statement 
in which he says he has 
had enough of rhe mad. 
mad ways of (he industry 
and that he is not going to 
make any more films. It 
happened again after he 
completed/agir (the Ben 


gall version was entitled 
Taan Muniy "I have had 
enough of the stars and 
their whimsical ways 
They have lost all interst 
for even an established 
filmmaker like me. I shud 
der CO think of the new 
men who have enme In. 
Anyway. I am sick uf the 
whole thing. I am noi 
going CO make any more 
films, lam going to retire. 


J have had enough.*' he 
said. And just two months 
later Pramod started hit 
new film based on Shatru 
(an all-time hit in Bengali) 
with i^ajesh Khanna and 
many other stars from 
Bombay / 

T he press is at way^ 
AnupamKhar.jf 
owc-s hit success^ 
extern to the fn^.f 
Nowadays almd^irs 
filmy 

sto Ties of A rg 1 

withamard^l^^ I 

Kirun suf- 

sudden 

Pf«”ilRhavebe- 

tibinkii 

COTTl^^ . M 1 






DELHI DIARY 


Appointment or Disappointment? 


Lack of Protocol 


Shiv Shsnker. the iot 
■her union 


cebifict 
minister, has been given a 
post in the AICC<I) head¬ 
quarters. No. he is not 
among the general seerr* 
taries. He has been given a 
vague designation and put 
in charge of cenire*siate 
relations, a subject wrhich 
is under the ennsideratinn 
of the Sarkaria Comoiis* 
Sion When the defeated 
Andhra politician was 
brought TO Parliament 
from Gujarat, speculation 
was rife that he would be 
inducted into the cabinet 
again. Even a post wa^ 
mentioned for him: that of 
the finacKe minister. Ear 
her. when he had not been 
elected to Parliament, 
ambassadorial assign¬ 
ments were mooted for 
him. However, the party 
post given to him was a big 
com^own. When A.B.A 
Ghani Khan Choudhuri 
has been made an AICC(I) 
general secretary and Pra- 
nab Kumar Mukherjee the 
president of the West Ben 
gal PCC(i). one would 
have expected Shiv Shank- 
er to get a better deal. 
Gujarat, icKidentally, has 
now becoiua the dumping 


f. ShN Shanker 


ground for defeated Con< 
gressmen. In total disre¬ 
gard of the anti- 
reservation seniimants in 
the state. Gujerii has 
been burdened with the 
parliamentary seats of 
Pranab Mukherjee of 
West Bengal and Shiv 
Shanker of Andhra 
Pradesh. Chief minister 
Madhavsinh Solanki has to 
pay the price for remain¬ 
ing in power When his 
popularity in (he state is at 
a low ebb, keeping the 
central leadership happy 
by accommodating 
politicians who cannot 
otherwise come to Parlia¬ 
ment is a «afe way to re¬ 
main in power. 


Importance, of 

Allahabad 


al, Kanpur is considered 
the economic capital. The 
Reserve Bank of India's 
branch office in UP is lo¬ 
cated in Kanpur But this 
time in Parliament it has 
not heen able to return a 
celebrity. The silting MP. 
Naresh Chandra Chacurve* 
di, is a poliiirat light¬ 
weight compared to Ami- 
tabh Bachchan, though 
Chaturvedi has put in 
many more years in poli¬ 
tics than the filmstar. Aoii- 
tabh Bachchan, though not 
in the limelight in parry 
sessions and in Parlia¬ 
ment. has now starred sit¬ 
ting at 2A Modlal Nehru 
Marg, the private office of 
tUjiv Gandhi, which ha 
used (ill he bacama the 
Prime Minister. 


A mitabh Bachch..-^ 
constituency. AlU., 

bad, has been rewards', 
for having returned him to 
Parliament. Though the 
benefit accruing to Allaha¬ 
bad will not percolate 
down (0 the common man, 
the city can now boast of 
having a Maruti agency 
i>efore Kanpur. 2n the ori¬ 
ginal scheme of things, 
Kanpur was designated as 
one of the Phase-Il centres 
for Maruti distributorship. 
Ail of a sudden, the ciry 
has been shifted to a later 
phase and Allahabad 
pitchforked imo a promtn- 
ent place in the plans of 
Maruti Udyog Ltd, While 
Lucknow is the state cap it- 



DCM SILK MILLS m\DO\ 


Catch your true reflection 
in these live, vibrant fashions. 


Rich textures, subtle 
shades. In u wide runge to 
complement your e^ cry 
mood. Woven cn 
sophisticated, fully 
automated machines, 
stamfved with the 
excellence of intensive 
R&D and indeed 
recommended hy top 
fashion designers. An 
exclusive collection 
hioughi to you through 
India's most enlightened 
and largest chain ol 
showrooms and reiailers. 
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Bajaj Automation 


The reason why Auto is the lai^t scooter maker is fairly 
simple. 

Automation: The technolo^ that helps produce India's finest 
scooters and three-wheelers. The ^tem which transfers much erf the 
responsibility for production and qualih' contrd from the cq>erator to 
the machine. 

That’s how Auto made ever 300,000 vehides last year. 
That is how we will be making over 700>000 vehides a year by 
1987-88. 



It takes years to gear up for such vast 
producticHi; but the experience gained ever 
25 years will enable us to achieve this 
target And add even more r^idly to die 
almost 2 million B^cu vehides already 
on the road 




VdiM for mon«y. for yoort 
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NTC 

Fabrics for all tostes 

Poplins. compfKS. pnfis d«n»ms lub^os. suirinQS 
dhohs. soroos. shirTirtgs — ir\ Puf^ CoRons and 
Poly«sT«r 0)#ods 
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ADtoMtorUM 

G.M.6hah 

On2 JuJyih? defector 
lovemmem of C.M. Sheh 
wJJ co^Ieie one yeer tct 
office. The record, so fer» it 
enough to put any 
fovernracnt tolhttne. A 
report from Sankirshan 
Thakur and Yusuf Jameel. 

EumttMT of Dtoeentofft 

Ai atimc when India it 
trying to present its best 
face to the worJd outside, it 
is doinc precious litiie to 
cure the festering sores on 
ill body. The Assam and 
Punjab probJems remain 
unresolved while Gujarat is 
in th« grip of a fierce caste 
war. In Kashmir a 
Kovernmeni of defectors 
continues to loot tlw state. 
Kuldip Nayar. Romesh 
Thapar. K.F. Rustomji alonf 
With SuNOJiv corrnpondcnis 
t ake a I ook at t ha uirmoil in 
the country today. 


fcS^V 


Why VoMnlno PMN 
Notifned 

Olga Tellis reports un the 
incidenis which lead to the 
rtrsianaiion of Vasanirao 
Patil from the chief 
ministership of Muharashlru 
and.Shivujiruu NiiaoKukar 
takictftiharRc. 

NCWSS2 

10 Calcutta: Metro Kailway's 
Bonded Ijibouron 
O Uttar PrurieKh: 

A NstwarlaTs Kam Kajya 

a)MMr*NT 

Gossip Sweet and Sour 
Khushwant Siiiph 7 
delusive Kuldip Kayar$ 
Guest Column R«n;)t Sau 11 

VARlTiTY 

Spotlight 6.1 
Science &4 
Sundayweek 6r> 
Ches6/Bridae/(^uis 66 
lliis India 67 


by Sondeep Shankar and 
Gian Parkaih (C.M. Shah) 


PUNCHLtNE/R-K. Laxman 


BditoeMJ Akbar 

A— t ww M iie» Teosns' 
AMiviani aeitow 

SawnrAawwwe Tiih4i««cCrw 

I aawsiiia^ 

apwoK ioTM H«(«yj«oC 

a stwontwiu aneueforr* 

i hiliielp^CiwiVowiMW. D*a>l 

US^J*ri 


OellU: 

SwaHwtThcluK. lUfb Sartn 
tia« L»cri4Cih* 


Otdtnand Rtighrti 

aMrss. 




Vubersi Giwwr* 

AMPUeeier 

a^iGutw 

Mws%enaMfye 
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A Land Made Eloquent.. 

Pakistan, 

The land where Jasmine grows 
free, wild and untamed 
conjures up 
images of art 

made eloquent in stone, metal and ceramics. 

From the dizay heights of snow-capped mountains, 
raging torrents 

Join meandering rivers in the plains 
to meet the warm watet^ of the Arabian Sea. 

In the arena of sport, 
celebrated heroes toil and sweat 
to clinch titles 
in world championships. 

In the remote areas of the North, 

Tuentietb Century has not changed the culture 
or way of life. 

Time is not measured in days, months, or years. ^ 

The first blossom announces the advent of ^ 

spring; \ 

the lengthening shadows, ^ 

the arrival of summer. y' 

There is still a lot ^ C\ \ yf 

you may not know about Pakistan. ^ ^ 

There is a great deal to discover. \ ^ I 

fly uith us to where our home is \ Yf ^ 

and ue'tl show you how. \ ^ 




Pakistan International 

Great people to fly witfi 


Pakistan internationdl 
Kailasfi Building 
26 Kasturba Gandhi Marg 
Connaught Place 
New Demi-110001 
Tel 3316121 — Counter 


Pakistan International 
Hotel Oberoi Towers . 
Nariman Point ( 

Bombay-400021 L 

Tel; 2024723 Eat. I72r 
2021460 & 2021225 
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GOSSIP SWEET AND SOUR/KiiusMWAr^ SiNtiii 



AmaarJonmo 

Bhoomee 

F or ihr«c days and uiAhcs dust 
hunit in the air like a pestilent 
cloud. Nut ii whiff u( dir, not a leaf 
stirred, nut a bird sdriK The once 
ftrvcM lawn in fiont uf niv apartcnent 
ha u t urned a sk i«,' yo I < 11 owers had 
withered in il. u [u ds 1 said to 
myseff* Only c.r <hTive m my cac¬ 
tus land! When ihc days were at their 
hottest, the fan stopped churning hot 
»nr ludviitK me to sweat it uut and 
nur>e prickly beat that had erupted 
round tny neck. In the evening when 
J stood under the shower to wash 
aw'uy The day's duN( and sweat off my 
; body, the turti ^ i ite idp only pro¬ 
duced d low ^1 ji fans but not a 
drop <>f wau-t ij <- oiithl. the air 
I condilioner die«t on me converting 
mv cool hecli'oom into the black Hole 
oi (.'ah uttn Whur did Andre Cide 
moun when he Inikod uf the ^sensual 
I ecstasy rhav comes with persistent 
: hoot?" HulUhii! Why do I have to live 
I in this Cod-fnrsaken land? 

I 

'I'ho ncxi ufiornuon a dust storm 
>W4 pt OLTosv rile city with demon ikc 
! fury An .inciont iunvan on Parlia- 
I men I Street Mitch I had regarded as 
^ ihv emblem o| eternity was pulled 
j out Uy Its ro<as and hurled across the 
loiul bniiKiniJ traffic to a halt fur 
severol hoois Its limbs hud to be 
hacked olt hrlnie the streani of traf¬ 
fic could rcsvime its finvr Al another 
place a co. nofhng in the shade of a 
n I'em wo«I o o k en i rit o two as the tree 
crashed down its middle The storm 
hluw fiK .ilmnst an hour till the 
shades ot iwilighi gathered the met¬ 
ropolis Mi *heir fold. SuddenI) I 
heard soi cids ut thunder end suw 
: flashes oi lightning pierce the dust- 
! laden sky. Then came (he rain. It 
lasted ortly 15 minutes but in that 
-hori spell it filled the gutters le 
ocerfUiwing flooded the reads, 
knocked uut the electric supply and 
slew all of Delhi's telephones stone 
dead Why do I suffer these humilia¬ 
tion.'’ Why not live someu’here 
whc.** things are belter managed? 

i <* r<> next morning I set out for my 
of tennis. Every leaf of every 
I tree ii«d been washed clean. The soft 
fragrnnee of sjrxs floated in the asr. 
Carpets of gulden yellow were laid 
abnut the bule^ of laburnums that 
line the avenue Golden orioles cal¬ 
led from rhe foliage of sfijsfiem trees. 
The gufmohar along the tennis court 
was ablate with scarlet and yellow. A 
magpie robin r$Aama> alighted on its 



topmost Kramli and buisi lutii 

dcf.hrI ki/thun kfiu/ij.u 
paabey xta Joi xikx/xich . .Shnlid Jc-sfu i 
rani shvjay. Amaar riMinto MuMtmtf 
(Search whers-vei you may. hut sou 
will not find a land (as ^aulifuh as 
this; she is the c|uren. this land of ms 
hirthi-" 

How could I have (*vct thought <d 
living el>ewhere except my jonma 
bhoomev* 

Of Cats, Dogs 
and Humans 

: s both a Jog and a cut lover 1 am 

I ^%Mjmewhat perplexed hv ditfc-r 
i ences in their ailiiude towards hu 
\ mans and their behaviour towards 
each other. There iv little duubt that 
the human dog eijuatiun i< much 
closer than the human-car ivla- 
tionship. Dogs aiioch ihemsclves to 
their masters, preferably (hose who 
feed and exercise them. They arc 
miserable when their masters are 
away and start looking unhappy as 
soon as they see suit-cases being 
packed. Cats are indifferent towards 
(heir masters and are more attached 
to (he homes they live in. Dogs can 
sense people who du not like them: 
cats don't give a damn. They'll pun 
for anyone who places a saucer of 
' milk before them. Dogs are dirty and 
have to be bathed and house-trained. 

I Cats keep themselves clean and their 
^ toilet practices are lessons in de- 
I corum. They dig a pit. defecate in it 
and cover it op with earth. Dogs. 

' unless Ih^ are brought up together 
I as pups, find it diffkull to aditut (o 
I each other. Cats will cuddle up with 


I their own kiiul witinmi muih iuvn 
I l>i>g'»get inio brawls wjih oihi I ik^K'. j 
[ caf^. i-xce|U ui m.itini; time. svJdtmi 
I fight wilh othei cals Dogs io ' 

I shale llieii fvi*4 .uid stoirl ai ihv ' 
I appioacli cif rtiK>ilin{ (li*g whi-n vai 
<ng Cats ohsL-ivv a uhJv oI imIiiik ; 
i plU|Mh-|V 

; Faiiv t-vc-rv inuiiiiiig Ik iv-ti-i: 

, l«> ten cals uvsc mlili'uuistd< io\ lioiii 
d<MN I oiii In ,<r ilK-iM nu-Hii!)' jmpa 
iieiiils bcsidi' tlK liundU- c»i lu-wv > 
papvis wMcli .111- dc-iiwH-d lo me- hy | 
4 iO Since Tlie iiunilit-i tJ i.iK b.is I 
I nmli<()lnd 1 put (he milk in .i Iririu* ! 
I enumil -.aucei . su thc-v < .m i«ip up I 
! t«>gellKi As I ojicr tho doi^t I hey gel • 
\ very exiitt'd. iti\ lauriniii'' t-vt-n | 
• J('a|i up tu Mi;i(i h ii horn mv haruis. i 

Rui no sooiH-i J .. ihc' -<aui er on 

thi' i-iooiuf.i»tiiv rh'-s< i|i,ii van get 
ihvii lii-.ol- logiib.i iruiiMii It gt-i 10 
j Jimk il Ijiv.kimnl. iwo .i iluie-.ov- 
^ cl4iwd<'ti ifiil IhL. oi v-'i In. Ill runs 
lie III* II w.i> lie. ir:. nh.: bur sil 
.iMvJi- Hi s|MMub iiriN I will 

' IniMp fIII III .oonbi * biovilol lli»wev 
‘ VI their In-hasioiir ni 'b«- vM-iung is 
r|iM(i cinicuni SVhciK-vvt I k'i uur 
t loi Uiiiiiet, I o'.k m\ hustc-ss oi the 
^ wjtu-i iM pur <ill rfkv If-fi uvc'i brim-s 
I III a pl.isiii l..ig Nrr suMhc-r I step Milt | 
iHlhvv-M v.iistoiiu Iuiioine horn ,il] | 
tliiv*hulls llowewi ingch I ii\ lu 
scahel the bones, tiir-, tii;liT over ■ 
cve-rs pircv- The’otti u-liivb i 

<ci giabhciig «i biitu umsaiv... uilb il 
U-»l It bv vlawcol oiil ol Jt> men.Ill 

Whv ihis he lJii;« 11 tK\ whv h it coines 
to meat and mil ow-i nnlk'' 

It hab been c-shiolisbvd iImi mo si ; 
iimmals and l>iids li.isv \i\tti oi 
se vet lib si-risv-s unkroiwn lo lumiaus 
A case <in reitirJ is from •) sniuil i 
(imrr. ('univ'iKioii. in C hile in lk(^ 
Om* nnirning al 10 id am snddeiiJv 
and lot nn ic -s* n whaisoc-M-i buds . 
took lo the an s^rv amini; wddh Am • 
hnni la lei iHrgan ii« h<nk siiid 

hMsestne (I TO break broselroin ihcjr 
ifthers I on minutev later «t 11,40 . 
am cjine an earTbuuake whti h di s 
tr(»ved must ni tlu- (ownship 1 

BirUb art- hc-iiei i-(|nipped bv na- ' 
lure than animals Birds ol pivV like 
hawks and scaveiigeis like kit< s and 
vultures cun spot liny lizui*** and : 
mice from \c-eeral miles They huv« 

' sharper <*>'es. but aiimials have shar¬ 
per noses Dogs can sp<ii people who 
haw smoked heiuin two days earlier 
Even humans can develop uncanny 
powers whs i ihe situaimn demands. ' 
CoiTvic(s III mil are known to smell , 
(he approach of prison officials be¬ 
fore they can see them. If you know 
of other inttaiKes nf exira sensory 
, perception please wrirr 
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camlln 

m UNBREAKABLE 
PENCIL 



The extraordinary pencil 
that lasts as long as 


Camlin unbreakable pencils. Highly 
compressed lead and carefully seasoned 
wood bonded together by a special 
process perfected only by Camlln. 

So the point never breaks. While 
sharpening, or in normal use. That's why 
Camlin unbreakable pencils last longer^ 
twice as long as ordinary pencils. Nine 
attractive designs to choose from 


two ordinary pencils. 


camlin 

Makers of Mia's first unbreakable pencil. 



Camlin Private Limited, 

Pencil Dfvi&ion, Cdmlir> House, 

J 8 Hd^ar, Sombay 400 0S9 





EXCLUSIVE/Kuldip Nayar 



Can Colombo Help Tati 


uot uf i)ie pii'iiJie. >• I f ..Ill's 
kind uf MVt'isuiM >11 !ru«i 
d^vliirvd ihiiT he iini iii* ' 

Kumvsh Bhdiidsiu. fh< i 
tiken liiN pl.iu 

Pre^driii J;»yi'W.odcii. 

r«u*rd for Rajn' i * 

Gundhi had tht* nuki.'. 
and whatever hv h.«d i< .m 
confirmed thiv mipresKM^»i 
reluctant to enme U‘ i^iif 
herauv he wtiiHro 
vn>uld the . i 

towing Ui ii new .tJkil '"I (I. 

Sul onev he hud ul: ed t 
he iii«ii»ud on h>i\iii(. i\» 

di uru Mt (hui It did. 

tiuwl all I hi* w.is ' '1 

Indian [‘iimt Mim i 

Uuii Ham 

cMuiiuv’^ iiiKiind , * > 

tly in IXdhi ’Mu . 

Javewuidtiie and 
Jndo.Sn Lankan .si], 
the cyd«>re m K.m^ i ^ 
jltofiuthor ntw dm. 

There rs im d<«i>Iit « 

^'ttiiik alMii|i u. ' •, 

dene hrini; Nanei n' 
fanatKal BuddhiM 
whKh aptH ai s n* li < i . 

In DeJIu lie a^icen >i ii ii' 
l^nkti. bill Ju did 1. It ... . 
whai. This IV an *<11 i< jh »'« 

It cunieik tn Kivinit n'»iik 
J ayeward<*rie h:is lie<*n Lria: 
come this hesitaini/i n.«v ' 

I’he prnbiom is deii« nJi 
a redouhrah])* fmit* 1 *'t 
ta Lv Xtinidf ij I'x-iiiJ :«« . 

bJlOU |(tu 1 iila>.. •>'. 

ise 4 .U 0 U »i*>x \ 

Willi llu > I . r 
U*K#p\l »|« '/ 

illnU'UMiK 4 «. 14 ' r« ' ' 

ca»l or No l>*ni.. r 

llJlidu I .U« in . 

Asked whal ' <. 

Tamils Kh*> <ii* ri •> i< " 
and tuirch «.<>!<, 11 i 
AmirthaJii:.>..in. 
would he ciintLiii w«i ^ . 

in ludiii It is dif!i. 
can evtfi Iw Ku>f 
Lanka G, I’aiil • 
formula itl vvLk'Ii i i l.iti i 
h« given ihe Marirs '•) .ui Lulian tmn'k:) 
territory But Jjyrn .:dim c’liild nni ewn 
get that thtnugh lid novc. ilus I'nrinuij, 
suggested Ik (H>ih sides, sevmi: thv most 
practical one But can .layowarJeiie K 
endorsed by h» Farliamenr? He is ihiukiiiK 
of holding a referendum on the subject 
What if he fails? 


S ri Lanka believes Chat a marked 
change has come over India's attitude 
eowai ds her After hi$ talks with 
Hnm*' Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Previ 
dent Jayew.irdetie has come lofeel that New 
Delhi is honest and serious about its mien 
lion io chock the infiltration of terrorists 
into Sri Lanka from India. This rs what 
President lavewardene told his ministers at 
the Conciusiun of his talks with ihe Indian 
Prime Minister. 

In the past, the two countries had made 
very little progress in finding a solution to 
Ihe ethnic problem because*, while India 
insisted on iniiiaiiiig talks • which it be 
liewd would vlnninaie violence and ret alia 
iiMs aiiMMi—bii l.oi.KU aigutxl that onlv 
k k ssiiinm viali live rould crcni«< an atmr>s 
pikii cnmlu\ivc ;n rnik.^. Sri l^r.ka is happy 
ihni Judtii wn« i.ow* mo.*e appreciative >f 
ihi'ii (Hiini ol cn or Hut l.anka also sees 
ihe need lu check ihc atrocitiwof hvi aimed 
fences. President Jayewardent* has promised 
ro lecall most of his troops to the barracks A 
couple nf months ago. when 1 met him. he 
had offered to withdraw the troops hui he 
fust wanted India to agree to a mint surveill 
aiK" of the troubled areas hy the two 
countries It appears that Javewardenv had 
rini agreed to withdraw troops before the 
talks He wanted the gestuie to be reciproc 
«il India should not give jefugt in teiiorists 
upeiJi.nK Ml bri Lanka and Colombo »hould 
see to n that its often Uiggei'happy army is 
not assigned civilian duties. 

Officials accompanying President 
.l.iyewardvne on his New l^lhi visit re¬ 
portedly proposed (hat New Delhi should 
bring the F.elam terrorists under the pur¬ 
view of the recently enacted TerrnrJ.st and 
Dim upiive Activities (Prevention) Act 
iMu'lhgi India complies with (his ni mn will 
cK I'w <.d Mil how the two cMunines soit out the 
. tin'll' rrobkm between themselves. Howev 
cT. iviii.c Minrtcr K>ijiv <«andhi has sug 
^c'ud • giubiil approach to the task of 
com baling terrorism He icpurtedly told 
.lasuwardene thai the iwu voumnes should 
ctiaw up a blueprint for global action ro 
check terrorism. Mr (*andhi said chat the 
problem should be tackled in all its ramifica¬ 
tions. involving other couniiies as well. At 
Mr Gandhi’s instance, the Indian defence 
Mimster P.V*. Narasimha Rao met the Sri 
lankii security minister Laluh Athuiaih. 
mudafi. w)to had accompanied JayewaiH^m* 
to India. Ail the steps (hey* decided on were 
not made public but some joint steps are 
undouhtediy in the offing. And before long 
(he two countries may come up with a 
proposal for global cuasideration. 

One thing noticeable ahour the efforts for 
a reconciliation is that G. Parihasarathy. 
chairman of the policy planning body, it now 


Ih II 
r \ .KJIll^, 
1.'- i,\ < > 


Jayewardene 
vnasreluctanUo 
come to Delhi for 
the summit 
because he was 
worried that his 
people would get 
the impression 
that he was 
kowtowing to a 
new and young 
Prime Minister. 



Within a short span of time, 

weVe integrated world class technology in our mopeds 
with quality being the most vital ingredient. 


Hero-Majestic 


• SUPER SPEED PICK-UP IN 
JUST 6.5 SECONDS 

• TUNED SILENCER FOR 

IMPROVED POWER 
• 45 Kms. PER HOUR EVEN ON 
ROUGH AND TOUGH TERRAINS 

• MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT 
CARBURETOR SPECIALLV 

DEVELOPED FOR 70 Kms. PER LITRE 


POPULAR 

OFFERS EVERYTHING 
YOU HAVE ALWAYS 
WANTED IN A MOPED 
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GUEST COLUMN/Ramh Sai 


Let All Have a Stake 


A middle chiss iniellecuidl is, 
in one respect, much hke 
Arjuna of he 

can wield liorh hands, niehr 
and left. Now he scoffs at business 
men for unsavoury puctices; now he 
admonishes workers for indolence 
He ublinrs black monev, profitecrmi; 
and nil Nuch shady deals; he sniffs At 
absenteeism, lethargy and indiffvi 
ence The iutellectual would do a 
veomanS service ro the nation if he 
could rulher tmcc the nuits ul all 
these evils, and sukkvsi remedies, 
short of pipe dreams. 

Businessmen would, no doubt, pur 
sue (he road to piofii at any cost Bui 
how do vIkiI the lummiritierii of 
workers lo jiroduciion? In (hese days 
ol cynicism, a work ethos is «i much 
Jeialued currency; it is frowned 
upon us ii manife»tarion nf |H»(t> 
bourgeois reactiunary mentality But 
If miilinns of workcis are noi |k>si- 
tively surred by an emotion f*ir i>ro- 
ducrive undenvuur, the fuiurr of the 
country wnuld liecome a prisnnei to 
(he present. 

At times revolution was ih<iu(thv of 
a» a > onie*fnr all event complete hv 
itself upon a certain date. M.ui instil* 
led a new coiicupt tiiiu it by brmgjiir; 
within its fold even the rnuime func¬ 
tions of a farmer a loacher, or an 
artist at his (>ust. China went on 
making revolution day by day. every 
day. No sum ideoloKical fervour 
rents the air in India lodny. Yet we 
have to carry on production, expand 
the economic buse, and prepare for 
the years to come; we owe it to our 
children and ^andchildrem as much 
as to ourselves. 

But who has the time and inebria¬ 
tion to ponder over (he distant hori¬ 
zon, or on the wider circle beyond 
one's own? It is, indeed, a bit too 
abstract for the man on the street, in 
a farm, or in a factory, to contem¬ 
plate the national economy and mark 
his own place in it. He needs some¬ 
thing mure tangible, more concrete 
and immediate, as a yardstick for his 
activities. It would be much easier 
for him if bis self-interest could 
somehow be made concomitant wtib 
the well-being of the nation, the 
economy, the society. Even then his 
percept! on of selfnntereist as ouch has 
to be broad in scope. 

A worker enters into a contract 
the employer to supply his 
capacity to labour for a stipulated 
length of time per day in exchange of 
a certain amount of wages. But how 


much ho .!• xriai/v everts him»elf. how 
mu(h hi* rvui/y puts in. during ihat 
ps'riitd, IS I'ontingeni u|K»n a hxist <«f 
other things like ihi' eviont nf his 
sense* of Ivdiuuiing ii» ihv cnierpiiM*. 
his own plivsual und meiifid nourish 

mriii. (h(' sluit* Ilf hi< f.imilv. his 
surround I SI I’,, and s«i on. Kumpani 
Cfirruplion ihiil ho sc vs all a round 
dimiiiisht's Ins eiu-igy, siuiring irifbi 
liiin saps his offi*nlISrnc'ss. his 
.iruinymilv mi rhv v.isl machinvrv of .1 
gianl lonipiins litoghicns his fVcling 
of alionahuii I lie full |Miu*iiiialiiv of 
ail hour of Ins work under ^iich 
circumsiances mav. in fact, uvvct pot 
iraiivlaunl into anual pra.iuo. own 
though hv IS a: hi> desk with full 
^incvnfv To realise the complete 
ixuentiabiy rhai i> ingrained in an 
agreed amount of supplii d l.ilxiur 
lime Is one of the giKdieu challenges 
to modern maiiag\*meni .ifui the 
.ige of sl.iverv Herein .iIno In s .» 
hidden treasure waiting 10 be 
rapped 

Our vHiviv is liddled with m.iuv 
Lunfikts. Workers aie at odds wifli 
industrialists; landlords uie soie «U 
len.int5; on some points capiialisls 
are in disagrivment with the landed 
arj»iocTac>< big capitalists aie ah 
ways on the prowl to look for smaller 
species 1’he societv 1 $ like a mole¬ 
cule full of internal tcn>K>ns. held m 
a precar lOus balance- by u criss-rrvss 
of group alignmervts. The po'eniial 


Our society is riddled 
with many conflicts. 
Workers arc at odds 
with industrialists' 
landlords are ^re wi 
tenants; on some points 
capitalists are in 
disagreement with the 
landed aristocracy. The 
society Is like a 
molecule full of internal 
tensions, held in a 
precarious balance by a 
criss-cross of group 
alignments. The 
potential energy stored 
in it is immense; but the 
equilibrium Is possibly 
unstable and volatile 


sm’xgs siorcd in h is immense; but 
ihr vi|iiilil)num is pri^iMbly unsiablv 
«iii(l vol.itilv Once disturbed, ihv 
.uluwiix'iif process of the system 
(ould Ik* prvnv bad unless prugres* 
M,( lorcrs come to lead ii. In the 
tiuJsi <»( ihr (ttrrcni stalemate, re* 
1.11 tv 1*1 V .11 fluent pi'uplv somehow get 
(hell (hirigs done It is those who ere 
,ii ilu lower and middle parts of the 
s|MMruni. who are called upon to 
brar llic brunt nf ihv biw.level 
< i|iiil<hrii/ni Kig landlords and 
ni<iiiii|Hi|v i.ipitalisis can brihe, ca 
odv. .ind panipt'T some wui kers, and 
tioikc pioiiov oui of It. The luiisle is 
m«»vi .Kutr nhvn it js l>elweeii wurk* 
Cl soti the one baud, and the ordinary 
cninraJrsts. mUhe utlier, who are not 
big enough to affuid 1 he goodies fhai 
mimojhih capiTaljtts can uffer to 
turn employees. For examplv, when 
•1 wave iigiivment covering a particu 
lai mdusiry is signed. (;uite often wv 
iind (hat relatively small enterprises 
arc* forced to clnse down; the higs 
111! I\ V 

Hie problem is. therefore, iwu 
fold. «nie. fii achieve in reuhty all 
(hat the worker is npumally capable 
of delivering; and, to reduce the 
teRMon. as far an possible, that pre¬ 
vails •.ingidariy between workers, 
and nnn*liig ordinary capitaluts. Kill¬ 
ing two bn ds with one stone is always 
a complex operation. Perhaps there 
IS a way in rfie present case. Let the 
Markers have a share and a stake in 
the company's profits and los^. As 
,i beginning, part of the employees’ 
IJiovidvnt fund can bu turned into 
tli«' company's equity capital. If so, 
svorkvrN will then have the pleasure 
-iiid ivspoRsibiliry of tasting the 
nuns of (heir collective Ubaur— 
iiuri, which may be sweet or sour 
depending largely {not entirely) on 
thoir own efforts. 

In due course, (he scheme may be 
extended so that the two parts, the 
fixed w.^re and the variable profit* 
shari-. become more or less of equal 
m:i;'.iUTtule in a worker's total earn¬ 
ing Ki'tum on investment will not 
suiter under this arrangement, for 
the volume of output will now be 
Urger as w:>rkers put their hearts and 
minds into their assigned jobs* This 
could alsu act as a partial answer to 
(he pruhlem of price-wage spiral that 
we have seen so long. Atwve all. the 
social harmony flowing from it would 
be a precious by product in whuse 
shadow the economy can gather 
fresh momentum. 
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_ Murder Mystery 

I n lier nwesli^Mtive cover slury Rilu 
S.irin lightly pointect a finger at 
uniillicr as'>us>>m uf Mrv Gandhi 
whi^e identity »tili unJi^losed <A 
Mrvsmg AvwtNjii?, 26 May—1 June.) 
i can Ntili recdJI very clearly that the 
nows liniartcu^l on J1 October de¬ 
clared ih.li three |H*ople were in* 
volved id (he assassination. 1i is 
indeed a mystery that since then 
irivc'Siiitaiive agencies failed tr> trace 
the third man. .Satwant Singh'^ con* 
fession repioduced in SrNhAV is 
worih coiiHidenng At limvf 1 gei the 
lading ihat the murder uf Indira 
iliindhi is deliberately not being in- 
v^stjguled pru|iorly. 

/Ydhnl rh/ha. <'a/njrra 

• I did not Mtidericund the symbolism 
inherent in MK. Husain's rendering 
o) Indira ('.undhi's usvassinuiion. 
Why was she depicted as having four 
lingers on the right hand? Oum the 
watch symbalise anything? 
fJehn Fau!. CnlcutU 

• I did mil appreciate the cover 
sioiy. li was it typical Si'NPay gim 
mick 

Supi.ikosh Roy. Fttlnj 

Forgotten Nehru _ 

T oday, sadly, Jawaharlal Nehru 
has hcioinv Irrelevant (The Po.*t 
N^htu 4*ederatruft, 26 May—1 June). 
Me dues not hold much significance 
for the present generation who seem 
to have Utile notion about Panditji 
The only occasion when we care to 
rememl>er him is on h is birthday. Not 
only (he youth, there seems to be 
little effort on the part of our leaders 
(o fnlluw and propagate the 
teachings «>r Nehru The press too 
has talk'd to give adequate publicity 
to the dreams and ideals of one of the 
founders tif our nation 
Arvindvr Sifiiih Wafia. Calcutfa 

a I was shncktfd and pained to learn 
tluii our younger generation knew so 
little alHiui jawaharlal Nehru, (he 
man wh<i shaped our destiny In fact 
otir i'ducaiion system is largely re* 
sponsilde fur such a sorry state of 
afiuirs. Morc'over, parents rarely na- 
:ratu stories of the freedom move. 

ment to their children. 

Khu/rii Mazumdar, Ranchi 

a Nehru has never been a heru uf all 
times to me. Yes, he was u sincere 
ic.tdcr who aligned himself with all 
things wesTern io prove that the east 
und the we^t were equal. Nehru gave 
MS a sense of purpose and lonfidencu 
In l:ur tho world But 1 always fHt 



Hissing Assassin 


Thi. 

Post Nfhm' 

Cl'W RATION 





that bis message was hackneyed. 
Nashmee Rushan Lalt. Meerut 

a I think that India cutdd havt* been 
0 much stronger nation had we nut 
adhered lo the Utopian ideologies 
and impractical foreign jmlicy of 
JawaharlaJ Nehru. Our cnuniry has 
become the playground of the super¬ 
powers only because we do no( pos* 
sess nuclear technology. If we want 
to settle our problems with Pakistan 
and China, (he *a(um‘ is absolutely 
necessary. 

Suhir lahirj. Calcutta 

Koran i n Court _ , 

T he special leport on TTie AVinin | 
Contfotenfv (1^—2S May) was in I 
bad taste. An act of two religiuuv I 
fanatics should not have been publi- I 
cised. The report hurl (he seniimonis ' 
of all the Muslims. I was surprised 
that Justice Khastagir admitted such 
a biased and provocative writ peti 
tion. 

KhaSid Jamal. Fatna 

• At a lime when our country is 
passing through a crisis, the petition 
filed by two persons to ban the holy 
Koran is bound to spread communal 
hAtiwt Siich incidents should nol be 
publicised as the petitioners were 
clearly upto some mischief. 

Syad Asif Noor, Rourkala 

o I appreciate the timely action of 
both the union and the West Bengal 
government to foil (he despicable 
conspiracy by vested interests to ban 
the holy Koran. 

Abide ^miuddifi, Aligarh 


Lawless Lawmen 

T he atructrles perpetrated by the 
Gujarat police in Ahmedabad is 
not novel to this country (Foixee Vs 
Feepte, S—31 May). Murders and 
rapes in police custody and the 
harassment of innocent citizens in 
the name of enforcing law and order 
have become ruutme. Gujarat CM 
Sulanki is one of those poliiicians 
without a mass base and hence he 
has to depend on the police force to 
remain in power. The police tn our 
enuntrv are no lunger protectors of 
the pc'ople. 

Framod Sahito, Chihmiri iMFi 

e Sankarshan Thakur gave a vivid 
portrayal of the police excesses in 
Gujarat. Not only did the common 
man suffei tliu wrath uf (he police¬ 
men. (he press too was not spared. 
This shameful Act by the Gujarat 
lawmen will go down in history as an 
attack on demxracy. 

S. EUangu, Tirunelveli 

o Reservation is a very sensitive 
issue which requires a great deal of 
consideration before implementa¬ 
tion. But Gujarat CM Solanki wanted 
to make pulrtical capital by hastily 
implementing his own brand of the 
reservation policy. The government 
alone is responsible for the events 
following the anti •reservation stir in 
the state. Moreover, the Congres 
sdVs image has suffered a lot due to 
the CM’S refusal to resign even after 
admitting the police excesses. 

N. Jayaraj. Coimbatore 

e I wa« ushemed (o learn that the 
police force perpetrated such brutal* 
Uy in the land of Mahatma Gandhi. 
A.M Veeraregbavan. Bombay 

• The anti reservation stir by the 
students in Gujarat is ruining educe* 
tion in the state Most of the ex¬ 
aminations have been postponed and 
no one knows when schools and col* 
leges will reopen. Many a talent has 
been wasted as a result of the 
meaningless agitation, 

G.V, Fhanirajkishore. Hvderabad 

No Following 


T he interview with the Sindhudesh 
leader, C.M. Sayed. made amu.v 
ing reading (Pajcjsran is a Crearion of 
Hatred. 26 May—1 June). G M. 
Sayed was known as an eccenirU* in 
the Forties and after parriiion he 
sarik into oblivion. He never had any 
following then, nor does he have any 
today. M.J. Akbar should have ex 
pused the hypocrite. 

A.A. c*a/curta 
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Congress (Real) 


T he special report on ihe AICC(I) 
centenary session (The Mood Af~ 
ter iOO YeMn. 19—25 May) was in 
teresting. As I feel that the ruling 
party is cha real "Akhil Bharatiya 
Congress," ic is regrettable that the 
present opposition leaders and for 
mer Congressmen did not attend the 
centenary meeting. 

Arabtnda Kumar Fadhee. 5amba/pur 

a The Congress session did not do 
justice to a party with such glorious 
traditions. The party which formed 
the mainstream ^ the national move* 
ment. seems to have 
become the personal property of a 
single family. Blatant sycophancy 
has erased the names of several 
prominent Ccmgress leaders>-even 
Mahatma Gandhi was largely 
ignored. It was a shame to have had 
such a pathetic show telecast 
M.H. Rama. Bhubaneswar 

e The ruling party does not in any 
way relate to the organisation 
formed 100 years ago by Sir Allan 
Octevien Hume and others. The par 
ty celebrated its centenary in a hur* 
tied manner. Slogans in praise of 
Rajiv Gandhi and his mother sup 
pressed the voice of old freedom 
fighters and genuine Congressmen. 
It was 4 political me/a for the district 
and state Cungresstl) secretaries 
who spent two happy days gazing at 
their leader from close quarters. The 
young generation, still in the ’honey* 
moon mood,' made no attempt lo 


Idols are Symbols 


observe the occasion historically. 

N. JsWango, Tirundve/i 

e Rajiv Gandhi and his aides repe* 
atediv advocated socialiam of the 
variety followed by Jaweharlal 
Nehru and Mn Gandhi. Does Mr 
Gandhi know what Nehru's socialism 
meant? On Zd February 19SS Nehru 
had said in New Delhi that the Avadi 
Rasoluiion was "meant to confuse 
people and to catch votes.” 

5.S Raju. Bombay 

e Great Indian leaders were remem¬ 
bered at the Congress centenary 
celebraiKins. But the names of Sar- 
dar Patel, the architect of modern 
India and Lai Bahadur Shasiri, the 
former Prime Minister of India who 
was responsible for our viinwy in the 
19f>5 war. were almost forgotten. 
Pandit Nehru was a great man who 
ruled India for 17 years but nobody 
can deny that had he acted diploma* 
fually, the China and Kashmir prob* 
lems on which billions are being 
spent annuallv and which will haunt 
the generations to come for ages, 
would not have existed. Similarly, 
Mrs Gandhi hav left Punjab in tur* 
moil while Assam is burning simply 
because of her indetision. We have 
f<»reign debts of over Rs 40,0(X) 
rrores and a vearly trade deficit rtf 
R« S.(M)0 crores. The country has 
progressed during the last 37 years 
hut the fact remains that economical* 
ly we are still backward. 

B.R. Nanda. Lucknow 


Punish Miscreants 

• ^ 


nis IS with reference to Rariia 
Ray’s letter. Sen and Moratiiy 
(Opinion. 19 May) I strongly object 
to her suggestion that Hinduism 
should follow the Islamic approach to 
idolism. People like her who are 
immature, spiritually and mentally, 
cannot go beyond the physical aspect 
of these pictures as they do not 
understand Che symbolism behind 
them. For instance, the Shivalinga, 
apparently a sex symbol, stands for 
the power of creation. All sects that 
have attempted to worship God with¬ 
out any form or ceremony have mer* 
cilassly crushed everyttdng that is 
beautiful and sublicne in religion. 
The pictures do not defame Hindu* 
ism but in their own way highlight 
Che versatility of this grea* religion 
which allows full freedom of thought 
4nd expression. 

AkJrirt/u Natarajan, Hyderabad 




T he detailed information and the 
analysis of the terrorist activities 
in The Sant's Revenge (19—2S May! 
made absorbing reading. M.J, Akhar 
is absolutely correct when he con¬ 
cludes That the reasons behind this 
death'game are the domination of 
Sant Longowal and the resurrection 
of fear and hatred in HiodU'Sikh 
relations. Fortunately, the terrorists' 
plans were aborted by the harmony 
between Hindus and Sikhs. 

Prakesh Faliwal. Akaltere, Madhya 
Pradesh 

• When (he majocity of the Sikhs 
stand for peaceful coexistence, it is 
deplorable to see a handful indulging 
in arson and genoade. Let nm mag¬ 
nanimity be mistaken for cowardice. 
The men behind the bomb blasts 
should be bicughc to book. 

S. JayaraJ, Coimbatore 


Cheating Students 

W hile agreeing with Niimal Miua 
that all se<.tioii>. of the su<;iei>' 
have contributed (u thi' lollapve of 
(he educational aystoni mi Hiliar. I 
hold the teachers gniliv marc I him 
anyone else (Haw Kduijium limns 
Merit in Bihar. 19-25 Muvi. ‘I'lu* 
teachers have relegated ediiuiiiaii to 
the levels of any other ii aile wiih ilw 
result that money can work woii<ler\. 
QuesTion papers are sold t»penlv and 
one need not kit for on exomitiaium 
to obtain a degree. 

Param Hans Sii\pU. Ait ah 

• Leakage of quedion papers, moss 
copying, tampering uf answer sli ipts 
and manipiilailon uf the muiksheets 
are all an inalienable port of edut u 
lion in Bihur. Though education in 
India as a whole suffers fiom thv 
same malady, the •niuaiion in Hdtor 
has surpassed all limits. 

5u/>a/ Chandra Sahu. Miilda rlV<»sr 
Bengal) 

a The formation of the intermediate 
council and the exammaiions con¬ 
ducted by the respective universiiies 
have doubled the hardship of the 
students In the roceixly conducted 
ISC exarn^ three papers wove cancel* 
led by the intermediate coimctl. l>o* 
cause questions leaked «mii mi and 
around Patna. Siudenis jm s/mih 
Bihar. I ike me, had to be sub pn ted to 
a reHrxamination although we did not 
have a glimpse uf a single guesiMin 
beforehand. And as results are usual* 
ly declared late, we are immobilised; 
wa cannot leave Bihar and take 
admission elsewhere without loving a 
whole year at least. 

Ranju. Ranchi 

a ScNUAV has done a good job by 
publishing Niimal Mitra’v st>ecial ro 
port on educatiuii in Bihoi. The arti* 
cle will not only open the eves of the 
Bihar government hut also thuse of 
the other states. ITie purchasers and 
sellers of degrees should know rh«ii 
the mere holding uf a certificate is 
not the aim of education. 
Rshirodendu Jagatdeb. Cut lack 

• SuHDAY deserves praise for expos¬ 
ing the state of education iti Bihar. 
Hardly IS classes of each paper are 
conducted in half a session and this 
the reason why even meritorious stu¬ 
dents take the help of teachers pri¬ 
vately. for which they pay them large 
amounts of money. But everybody is 
not rich enou^ to pa> fur tuition 
Using the pcdice against students ^ 
cannot solve this problem. 

Rej Kumar. Nawada Arrah, 
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A Disastei Called 

Shah 

Anotlj(?r onnivorsary is coming up; ou 2 July (he dc*/c*clor fiov'ernmonJ of G.M. Shah 
tviJI coniplolu oiw yiHir in o/fino und Iht! rucord of this one year wouid pul any 
f^ovointnoni io shuiiu:. Surilvurshan 7'hakur and Vusuf /umeeJ report. 
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Chier mliUMrr M. Shah 


L nok 9>i the mountains uf 
Kashmir," said Dr 
FarooQ Abdullah, dnv 
ing down th« shaded 
slopes towards the husa lakes of 
Srinafar bathed in summer sunshine 
*'l.uok at those lakes, look at these 
trees, fael this weather. Isn't it 
heavenly? Kashmir is paradise, (here 
is no problem here. How can (here 
be? After all, isn't Karoo<) the villain 
of thiN Valley?" The sarcasm ts i\m 
lost. It is almost a 
year since his gov* 
ernmem was tup. 
pled and a govern* 
mem of defectors 
headed by Chu 
lam Mohammed 
Shah installed—a 
government which 
has done every. 

thing other than 
what it hud prom, 
ised to do when it 
came to power. It 
is up on maladmi¬ 
nistration. mis. 
management, in¬ 
efficiency and cor. 
ruption and nil on 
popularity. 


a milu in Srinagar without flanking 
himsell with guiMoling guards. In- 
hecunty ucid popular dental best 
chuni( tense the government led by 
liin>. And if the manner of operations 
during iIk’ firet tlirev or four moiiihs 
of his regime had brought him the 
nicknames of “Curfew Shah." and 
'*Cul*e*Ciirfew'' ithe curfew bios, 
snmi. tho cliirf minister has now 
earned a new name: “Scandal Shah." 
In the lasi couple of mouths ihe Shah 


government has been buried under a 
heap uf allegations that have come 
from all including some senior lead- 
cre of the Cjigressll). on whose 
shoulders is balanced Shah's seat. 
What has the Congres$(l) gained 
from this alliance with Gulshah, they 
are asking. Said one Congrass(l) 
member quite matiernjf factiy, “We 
should have been the beneficiaries of 
this agreement. .Shah is there be. 
cause of us. But we are loser^^ on 


Public senti¬ 
ment against Gul. 
shah (as G.M. 


Shah is popularly 
known) and his 
ministenal col¬ 
leagues is so 
strong that to 
date, they have 
not been able to 
hold a single pub? 
lie meeting with 
out being outnum. 
bered by plainc¬ 
lothes security, 
men. Today, the 
chief minister can. 
not travel half 
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every side. While 
rbe party is losing 
whatever follow* 
ing it has by sup* 
porting a govern¬ 
ment that has no 
face to show in 
ublici our mem. 
ers are not even 

getting the be* 
nefits that they 
thought they 
would These 
ministers just 
treat us with dis. 
dam." The be¬ 
nefits, of course, 

have more or less 
remained a pre¬ 
serve of the 18 
Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir ministers and 
their near and 
dear ones. And so 
intent are the 
ministers on pock¬ 
eting them that 
they have come 
down to even 
appointing daily 
wage labourers 
tbemselvos. The 

cow has been 
milked for what it 


was worth, now 
they are tickling 
tha uddars to 
squeeze out the 
last drops. 
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<T)Vr;R STORY 


I 

Corruptiun has been a by*ward in 
' the politics of jciiTicnu anil Kashmir. 

, nut sumeihin^ that came in with 
I GhuJam Mohammed Shah. It was 
' legendary even during the rule of 
Maharaja Ran.iit Singh. It is said that 
after he had conquered Kashmir in 
' the first half of the nineteenth c«n* 
tury. he appointed his mosi honest 
' man as the governor ui the province. 

But the moment he reached Kashmir, 

, he was H changed man-~he gave in to • 
I malpraLiices. The same thing hap* ’ 
' pencil with the Maharaja’s **hand* ^ 
picked" men on successive occa* 
sions^Kashmir cast a strange spell 
upon them But the Shah government 
taking c<irruption in the Valley to 
' new heights. And it all begins in his 
own house ^ 

Cu]!>hah\ son. Mueaffar Shah, has ' 
recently emerged at the centre of 
what IS perhaps the biggest financial 
scandHl ir (he st%ue in recent times. 

A non<eiuiiv till mil «o long ago. . 
Mu/affar Shah has suddenlv begun 
iulling the »li<ns from behind the 
political shield oi his chief minister 
father Apart Iroin the assumpiiim of ' 
key posit uMts like the presidentship , 
<»f the St,lie labour union without | 
hawing had iinyihiiig to do with | 
IdiMMir all his life, Muaaflar Shah is ' 
nly« said to be browbeating ktaie i 
govej iimeiiT depurtmenis. banks, 
stale-owned curporauons and other 
piihh( sector units into giving him 
business coocessitms at the co»i of 
. twisting iind tearing all norms laid 
down. Shah, m paiinerslnp wiih Din 
M(ihummed Wuiii and Akaf Ahmed, 

' runs the Tycoons gruup of mduvtries ^ 
I which, in nically. has n.s office in (he i 
; Nawd-i Siibh building, the city head 
; quarters of tiie National Conf*'r«nce 
; <K<irooq> According li» a memoran* 

' Hum iliiil was scni lo the high offices 
in Delhi recenily. ihe Tycoons group 
has heen sold 3,0(K) tonnes of coal 
dug ai iho governmeni'iun Kalakote 
mines al heavily slashed prices 
While the rate of the Kalakote coal 
' K normally aroin d Rs 5U per tome, 
i ii was sold t<‘ Tycoons at a rate of fts 
.175 per tonne And this without invit¬ 
ing any tender^ nr placing anv adver¬ 
tisements. The Jammu and Kashmir 
Bunk too has b«-en generous in its 
dealings wirh the Tycoons group 
which has nine accounts in the bank. 

A menifirandum presented by rhv 
Jammu and Kashmir hank em¬ 
ployees union says that while the I 
lo?D arrears of the groups with the 
bank has jumped to Rs 23 lakhs, the 
gjoup had been extended the facility 
of a trust account with an overdraft 
allowance of over Rs 10 lakhs. And 
all this. Insist some employees of the 
hank, is just the tip nf the iceberg. 
‘‘But we cannot do anything about it 
he is af reran the chief minister's son. 


.ly.SAMtMa 



Anyone whu tries to raise quesUons | 
will have to pay." said one nf them. I 
This IS precisely what luppened. 
Some officials of the hank who wvrv 
aiiompiing to inspect th** Tycoons 
acciiunt vimetimv bask wvre asked 
to leave. 

On «in.»iher ironl. however. Muxaf 
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DvpeiyCMD.D. TMow 


far .Shah is tuciiig nimpetiMon froin 
one Mr lr;b«il who js the ugvni mI a 
multinatjonal pharmaceutical com. 
panv and whu is said to hv a wry 
influenual man in ixditKal cuclus 
The Jammu and Kashmir govern' 
menr spends almui Ks toui criues on 
buying chemicals for treating apple 
scab every venr. lill sumeiime hack 
I Iqbal held the monopofv of ilie pro* 
duct a» pesticides woith nexrlv 
three foinihs uf this sum were being 
spent on buying chemnals from thv 
mulliiiauoiml firm ihal he lepre 
senes One of ihe icusoiis for this was 
also that the pioduci he sold — 
dietherie W 4“ — was found lo he 
very effective. Kecentlv. Mnrat fur 
Shah als<i entered the agrochemicals 
markei with the agency ut anoihei 
firm, ihreaicnnig Mr IqbalS hege* 
muny on agrochemicals cunirucis 
But since Iqbal too has his lavn 
spheres of influence, he begun 
mounting pressuio on the govern- 
mem through some senior Congres- 
slit leaders of ihe siaie A hehind- 
(hescene tug-of ivur is aluacis on 
with (he chief minister's son ba¬ 
lanced against Iqbal who wields pow¬ 
er through money. 

There are others who seem to hai’O 
moved political levers to their advan* 
cage. Maulvi Ifiikhar Hussyin Ansari. 
leader of the Congress(I> legislature 
party in the Jammu and Kashmir 
A!i3emhlv i% one such person. While 
it is Still 0 mystery why Maruti Udvog 
Limited bad to give an agency lo 
Ansart Moiors the second one in a 
small city like Srinagar the land 
’ on which Ansan Motors, run by 
Iftikhar Hussain Ansari's cousin Zaf* 
I far Hussain and his brother Ahid 
[ Afiwi. pi eposes to build its show - 
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I' )>i. h 11*' liidk thk' <ii>t'‘kkM(nir)it'> .ind 
l'i>»,in^ti' ill ol ’ k<'|uitV('s .mil 

tk ik'iKis" tit ihk rnk, mkii'i s ol tli<' Ki»>U 
mo «,ii'iTn*' th'iX' ivhtiM’ 

iij»(>.k :*'*|i'. ".fs kt: tl)i I jikil K st < 

kl,.'« , 11 « !) i*irk| >1 •! I»V thi* (••Ik 

Tl.»/U'l !<• 

‘kf.iri/'j'ii AiuhiC l> i!. .k|k:>knnti*d .iv 

Ikniru iktiii<'i 1 nil Itiii't ioittihi-1 t'A 
>•» V J ''M : l‘k M,ii Ji . 

'Ms a «: I k. r .I no nuhiv 

(> ' I' k I fiklt.iti {),ii >m( he 

< • I I > .'' i;'i I ik.i«'ki |r> II. killuet 

'll' \ k' .<'• '•i.« I III (he 

|{,iipii* .1 . . .. 'I'.i.i 


har*MQ AhddtlBh 

N*, tl N .< ik. appointed ati lua n^' i»f 1 1 l* 
er vidtf letter numbei PA'26;!>77 79 
•Ml 19 M.»Kh 19SS N H. Naik is the 
xm irf the edui'Hiiim minisier All 
Muhammed Nuik and accnrdiiiK lo 
the iMouiotieis he does not have the 
noi'v^Nary qudlificatioiiN lor ihe post 

1he li«l K<>es on Saresh Kumar, 
chi sun ol Mandat Ram Sharm.t. 
S|N‘jker nf tlie .[ammu and Kat^hmii 
A«M.'mh]v. Amar Singh, alk'gcdly a 
c et.ittve ot deputy chiel miniNtei 
fVvi I)a>v Thakut, Miss Hamida 
Khan, mu* of whose retailis said 
to Ik* 111 like anli’Corniption depart 
meni where several charges of mis- 
utilisatioM of funds by (he J and K 
SKC managing director. Sheikli 
Mohoud*l>in .irc pend eng for inves 
ligation. 

In j sepamre mcmrirandum. cm* 
plovers of the J and K SKC' h.ive 
rui'^ud doohrs about (he motives oi 
their managing direcror. Sheikh 
Mohi lid Ihn himself. “In July 1984." 
s«ivs a M’ltion in the meinm^ndum, 
"Shvikh appointed sucb persons in 
tile clavN *A' gioup who were either 
wiiti no expt'rknce nr is’erc cleras in 
the J and K Rank (,imited. his paren* 
t.d .leimrimc nc. This was done hy 
luMi ro keep the miiUsters and other 
high levt'l offici.ds happy so that he 
roiilil be app>onied as ehairman of 
the I kind K Bank t,united " It is 


interesting lent to hkiie Mint Atohe 
ud I)iki i> thi nuio K||kk. as giiiieial 
m.m.kgei kd i|k< J and K Hank l.i 
rniieil, had .nlv«nu\'d I no its to several 
intluenli.d National OMiTr tcnci >K} 
and Congi essrli pnIn mans juiong 
whkim M'eie (inlshdh s sni;. Miunffar 
Shah and the ,} anri K CLhli ioadet, 
Ittikhai Miissaiik Aiis.in He is nois 
rtviiig Ini the posi nf chan man, J nnd 
K Rank J.iniited and perhaps wnius 
In M$)ei,ule his posiluni in The torri- 
dors id |Hmvi The gm ernnieni and 
the iHMrd ol ij»reiiois nf iht bank 
have alieady ikiughi ilie lust rikund 
of ihe hatrle nvei Mnlu*u(]d>in*i 
apIMkintmeiu as ch.in man of the ,1 
nod K h.ink 1 .inn ted The nine* 
•nernln*! lH»aid of dace tors nf the 
I iMkik had ret use d ti^ accepl Din us 
I the vhaiiinan kkO ihk piound that 
j x'vei.il ckkni|)l,iui(v weto penditig 
.ig.im .i hurl The guvernment hit 
li.it k uith .m m<lei lemnviiig kill rile 
(ikUMitncial iiK 'iiheis •>( the hunk in 
Muiih and indu«.ung xinie kd us own 
nomiOk'i's js dneciku's lliii tluM»us:ed 
direitkiis. amnng whom tv.is Sheikh 
N’azir. genual seerei aw of tlx* 
National Okriieiciu e (KuriMxi), went 
In court and «>liiainid a st.iy. Bui 
while (lie lU.ilier hangs ui suspension 
thy gkivornmeni stvnis detm mined lo 
bntig in Mkdii uihDin whriha!< recinr* 
ly been uiscn «ui extensnin afiei his 
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reiiremenc in May. 

The ^oings un in ihe J and K SKC 
are not an isolated case. Such things 
are happening almosi everywhere 
in the state today. Admissions IQ 
premier educational institutions are 
hungJed on m^»*.«e.* renders are in¬ 
vited for projects, while the person 
who gets I he cun tract is someone 
who had not even applied: hundreds 
are appointed lo government institu¬ 
tions without proper notices or inter¬ 
view.*:: people grab land and suck to 
it. simply because they have political 
clout; loans are given out to people 
who have the right recommenda¬ 
tions; the former, the small mduv 
triaUsi. the arusan and the craftsman 
languish while (lulshah's tJock is 
busy adding to its cumft^u as if in a 
great rush. 


It is not verv difficult to explain 
I why. The p>vche of the Gulsheh 
I mim.^trv Ih shaped by the circumsi 
! ances unde; which ii came lo power, 
a governmeni solely of defectors that 
enjoyed no ^>upular backing and 
walked iiitM office clinging un to the 
thread rh^t the Congress(l) held out 
to it h still hangs precariously by the 
same thread, insecurity dogs the 
mi nisi ry dav und mght. for who 
- knows when that support will snap^ 
! Resides, finishJh*s ministers hardly 
I have a lace to save or prnteci. In- 
I stead ul wurkirig for the beitcrmeni 
of the masses, they have gone their 
<iwn merry ways, making hay while 
the sun shiac"' .Shah even if he wants 
< to am-SI the malpractices lo inject 
' VMiiu respectability into his gnvern- 
' menr. ci nnoi do so bccuuse of the 
iniernai pressures of hi« cabinet 
' Ministers do what they vrum.the way 
! they wont lo do it A popular jnke in 
! Srinagar these days is that the state 
has IK chief ministers^each one in 
, the (iulshuh ministry for everyone 
. can dictate terms—if one of them 
' goes. Shah goes too. So much so that 
Oulshuh cannot even reshuffle his 
cabinet. The government's w<ond 
' priority has been to keep itself in¬ 
tact, art exercise that has taken mure 
of GuUhah's time than anything else 
' He IS rnoie often bu\v trving tn elicit 
tresh assurancis of support frum 
New Delhi iliun administeioig his 
I state The result: the administration. 
I already sluggish in Farooq Abdul 
lah’s lime, has slumped further, lu 
sense of direciion lout. A recent inst- 
ant*r would show how things hiivo 
I guiie haywire in Jammu and Xashmii. 
The stale irrigatinn minister had in¬ 
augurated j two-crore project in Bad- 
I gam but the chief minister was com- 
; plctely ignoiant of It “What pro- 
I jeci?" he askad. nonplussed, when a 
newsman questioned him about ir. 

Us congenita] handicaps, its non- 
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performance, iis failure to make a 
dent on ihe popular mind and thus. 
Its lack of confidence, have only 
exaggenried the opposition chal¬ 
lenge for G M. Shah. And desperaie, 
he has taken steps that have even ^ 
further alienated the masses. Ths'n- 
was. for example, this order sent t»iir | 
to some artisans and craftsmen of the i 
valley by a group nf ■‘art exports" \ 
from (he J and K government arts i 
emporium which buys their product | 
The artisans w’ere told (hey would ' 
not he entertained by the govern- 
mem emporium, unless they tw'umv ^ 
members of the National Conference ] 
(Khalidai. Political analysts in the 
state also say that in order io break ' 
some ground t»n the popular front 'ir 
at least to counter the base ol the | 
rival Natiuftal Conference. Culshah's ^ 
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men have been driven rn negixiacing ' 
with parties like the Jamaai-i-Mami 
and the Jamaai-i-Tulha Apologisisof 
the Shah guvernmvni. on the oihei 
hand, have picked up nnoiiu*! aruu 
ment. They cannot dts.iyret* that 
Shah as an administraiiii* has been .1 
failure but they spell out diffr;eni 
reasons for it. Shah, they maintain, 
inherited a decaying administratum 
from Farooq Abdullah and now that 
he IS trying to set it n^i. the 
burcauemey is not ready to hvl(> him. 
and are in fact sabotaging his mmes 
•‘But.*’ says Ahdul Hamid Zerger. 
convener of the Nava Kashmir 
Forum, an in'elleciual group in Sri 
nagar, "was this not the wry argu 
ment on which Shah had come to , 
power? That Farcxxi was leading the ! 
ataie to ruin and he would pur every¬ 


thing righi with Ills admmi*;iriirivt- | 
excellence? Whai gis'J ,» a iliicl 
minibiet who unnot Liintrol his own 
officers?” 

Will (l.M Shah gii-* A t|ui*sTion that 
evctyh<>dv jitks hm nnhody has the 
answer to A niemtir.mdion submit- 
ted I ei i-ii 11V 10 r h< - Fri m r M i n 1 er by I 

I he Nava kashmir Fur urn lists | 

rc*JMMi s w h V p(i h I ic .1 i cJ IM11 u sui run ent 
III the siaic ts vpre.uliiig jiid how this 
pr«H<*sN might iihimaielv threaten 
ihe iiiiegiiti of (lie eiMiiiiiy Itself. 
■'The guverrvmciif ol India," says the 
memo!undiim. "retied timv and 
again on such allies and ''tougesfin J 
and Ki who loi their uwn survival 
pa>*Mrd Muh infoimatiun to the cen¬ 
tral giivi-rrifiiem which suiied their 
own designs Iinlortiinaiely a feel¬ 
ing IS Iwiiig Heated in ihc minds uf 
the Muslims nf the slate Ih.it they are 
nilliaiimile They find no ntlici 
lea son ir>i insidllmg stoogc>» 

II w \vw L>el h 11 i It place of d t« m iicr a r i- 

callv tl^cied gnvernmonis." Fvcm 
(aivcrimr lagmnhan has reversed the » 
political dice cast .in 2 ,1uiv ! 

H<- has simi, in ilie last six months ' 
r.UMii I lorn complaints of lorrupliori 
to the chief mniisleri a numiier of 
tellers to the ceniie suggesting that 
CHjvtriinf*' 'ole he imposed in ihe 
st.iti and liosh eleilions hr called ' 
some moiiilis lalvi The K;ii Kh.iwan 
Is of the view that K.ishtnir should be ' 
treaied not as ,1 |ioliiual hut as H 
natmn.il i|uvainn hul New hclhi lias 
lK*4m sjlent to its ii-f|io-srs Insiend it 
gi ves I e pi-J t ei 1.4 s 'll I a iices nf s u p| «>rl 1 
to the Shah miiiisiiv Aiun Nehru, 
who was lu>1i<lavjng in the slate re¬ 
cent I v djcl so and only a couple of 
days laivr. iiM Sh.ih himself Hew 
d*»wn ir> New Delhi tn hung l't>rth 0 
fresh promise finin The Fnme Minis¬ 
ter. Italic (iandh) Which is what 
Imits ihi' K.ishnnri piiJe the most 
Whv shoiihl New Ik-lhi (kn i<le sin li a 
nuitler? Whv c.iniKit Kashmir he 
mletl bv lilt- pei>t)le of ilu* st.iie by a 
li adet <Te-Wliai does Didhi want 
to s.iv bv denyini; us a deinucrutic 1 
goseimnemV In an interview i<> ihi< 
(.Ml i*s|H.udcill I rank'd lalelv idler ihc 
i..pnl'0^ r-t I lie F.II*'h»({ AiKikllltih guv- 
•-lumeiM List ve.ij. the- former Jammu 
.airi K.isbmir chiet minister, Mir 1 
Qasnn had s.nd thai bv repeating the ^ 
charade alioiil tl:e "suspicious Kash¬ 
miri Lti.iriiief iht- Centre was only 
opi-i)iii|; ,i (hapiei ihat is ctosed, , 
I'.very d.is vmi tell O' ihai Kashmir is 1 
dritting apart We sometimes begin j 
to wondc* wheihur we arc part of you 1 
ai all. W> lub it in? If the centre | 
continues lo do tins. 1 would tint | 
bUime the Kashmui imoplc Uter." In 
u vear of Oulshah rule, ihu feeling 
has onlv gatheied gruund. 

Thttitir. $Hnog»t 
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Congressmen Oppos e Shah ^s Rule 


C.’nn«n?.ss(ij unit ivanfs support to the Shah government wjthdrown 

alaia hta^ itla* ■‘■ax.o nranli^O< Uw ill 


P niurt‘s<|ue Srinag^f was re 
(ent]i. I he venue of hectic 
poliriL.il parleys. Nut one. 
inn five L'cninil leaders de- 
scended on (his summer upiial of 
,fainmu und Kushnor, nor. as you 
nii>;hi imjpiiU’, to escope from (he 
np|ii<*\MVL* he^t ol Delhi, but io con* 
fei With chief initii>rer (>hulam 
Mnlhimmad Sluh. his cabinet col* 
leupiies unci segioi ConAressfll lead¬ 
ers of the store Ami ammiA those 
who iindeitook the umrney to the 
Valiev were two faces l.innhar with 
Kashmir politicM—minister of state 
fui power. Arun Nehru, and Aril 
Mohammed Khan, both of whom had 
been assnciHted with Di f'arocN] 
Ahdulluh'v ouster from thr chief 
minislvrslup a vear .ipo The trther 
central leaders present in Srinattar 
r> renti.v wc-re miirm hilmui minister. 
I An.iainh. and minister of state for 
sieel. KariwJi N.itwoi Sin^h. 

l ilt' iHiipose ol iheir viMt was to 
ionk mit» liie sumplaiuls of Ttiohidmi* 
riisiToimo uhicii evt-ii semm lenders 
of the (urils ii> ihi si.itc' hud been 


Icudiiikt to strains bertween the ruUTXg 
Nanonal Conference fK) and the 
Congress! I) which has been propping 
ii|> this government of defectors, 
led bs Sheikh Abdullah's sonWn law. 
Stminr stale Conpressfl) leaders, in- 
cludinp Culam Kasool Kai MP. have 
iH.en saying in public that the admi- 
nisttation of Gulshah. an the chief 
minister is popularly known, has 
totally failed to give a clean govern¬ 
ment tv the people of the state and 
solve thvir economic problem^. "The 
situati«>ii has worsened drastically as 
Mjffle of the ministers are not only 
openly encouraging comipt officials 
hut are alvi indulging in corruption 
them»«lves,** satd aCongresstl] lead¬ 
er, who wished tu remain anony¬ 
mous. 

The deteriorating law and order 
xituation in the slate seems to have 
hecume the chief corKern of Delhi. In 
order to give hie government a clean 
facade, the chief toimster recently 
announced that he would retire all 
those officials found guilty of corrupt 


slilution nf a special commitiee i<i 
prepare a Usi of such officials But 
even three months after the 
an noun cement nothing bits been 
done in this dircciion (n fnci, this 
committee is being >seti by 

I he chisT ministei to censure and 
warn onlv those uff'ciiiis wht» iiavo 
cither come in the wuy of coirupi 
ministers, or have le.’naiurd neutral 
in the Shah-I'arooq lonfhci ui have 
refused lo oblige ihe ruling party on 
various administrative mafUrs As 
r>r Abdulhib said. “It rs'Tnmu', to he 
seen huw Shah reads. But one ihing 
is becuming clear the chief minis 
ter\ Cungress'l) allies ore kvvn to 
see the end ol ihe onc*yeur-ul(l iclu 
tiunship with Shah's govcinmem." 

And this IS precisely what is wor¬ 
rying the centre. Dining then st.iy in 
Srinagar. Iioth Aiun Nehru .uul Arif 
Moharnmnd Kli.in hud rxirnsivi- 
meeiings wiih I'C'i'ili chief MiiFii 
Mu hammed S.ived i<i bring .diuut 
better euoiditi.itinn between the 
state unit of ihe Cungtessifi and (he 








National Conferenca fK). They abo 
met leaders of the ruling National 
Conference and Governor Jagmohan. 
In fact, on their return, chief minis* 
ter Shah and his wife. Begum Khali* 
da, also the president of the party, 
alone with deputy chief minister D. 
D. Tnakur were summoned to New 
Delhi, presumably at (he behest of 
the Prime Minister. The two central 
leaders had apparently reported in 
detail the goings* on in the state. 

It is believed that there was con* 
siderable pressure on the two leaders 
from state Congressd) leaders to 
influence the hj|dt command to with* 
draw support to the Shah ministry. 
This is especially so in view of the 
fact (hat the Congress!I) in Kashmir 
IS virtually a divided house with 
Tnlochan Dun. a senior party leader 
from Jammu accusing Mufti Moham* 
med Sayed of dominating the party 
with his supporters from the Valley. 
In fact. Trilochan Dutt is posing a 
challenge to Mufti since the legisla* 
tors from Jammu form a larger group 
m (he A^>emb]y than those from the 
Valley. It is this .lammu*ValIey tussle 
That is louchlng o breaking point. In 
fact, there wus even a serious move 
ui cither cxihJ Dutt. or at least 
suspend him from the party for some¬ 
time. What is. however, being evilu* 








ated IS the support he envoys among 
the legislators. For a crisis in the 
Congress!I i can even threaten the 
survival of the Shah government. 

Without the support of the 2b Con¬ 
gress! I) MLAs, Shah with his 17 
MLAs is 00 match for the i2 MLAs 
belonging to Karouq Abdullah's 
National Conference. However, the 
fact that ihe move to suspend Dull 
has been given up speaks volumes 
for the support he enjoys among 
legislators. 

Whether or nor ihe central leaders 
have succeeded in bringing about a 
rapprochement between Shah and 
(he local Conjtress leaders is not 
known as yet. Arun Nehru has reiier* 
ated the parry's "unqualified sup* 
pon" to Culshah's gnvemmeni. but if 
(he attitude of the local Congress! I) 
leaders has remained unchanged 
toward^ Culshah's administration, 
(hen (he central leaders failed in 
(heir (ask. Tt is believed that it was 
suggested that a coalition govern¬ 
ment be formed with the Cnngressflj 
and the NC(K). but senior leaders in 
the state vrere apprehensive as they 
felt that this would only give a bad 
name to the party in the state. The 
problem seems (o be that the Con* 
gress!l) leaders in the state are un* 
happy because they are being made 
10 support Shah's government by the 
high comtnand, despite rhe local un* 
it*s obvious reluctance. 

Meanwhile. Governor Jagmohan 
who had stopped persuading the cen* 
tre to impose President's rule in the 
statei especially after the wellknown 
"wazwan" hosted by Gulshah at 
Kashmir House in Delhi where the 
Prime Minister was present. 



Anm Nehru * umZ 


(apparently, it wus this dinner which 
turned the tide in Shah's favour) han 
again started indirectly complninlni; 
about ihe funclloning of the govern 
meni. He did noi make any secret of 
(his when Shah met him before leav 
ing for 1‘ielhi to parley wiih the Prime 
Minister. Mufii mo seems to favour 
Jagmohan's view that rrcsid«rii'& 
rule should be imposed in the state, 
after the Assembly is put in sus¬ 
pended animation fr>r sometijne 

Adding in Shah's problems is the 
fact that any call for agitation given 
by Farooq Abdul Is h against the gov- 
urment of G.M. Shah meeu with 
tremendous success. For insiance. 
last month Faronq Abdullah hud 
announced a statewide agitdiion in 
"restore democracy" in ihe slate by 
holding eleciiunv under Cnvernor's 
rule. The call for a bandh given by 
the National ('unference (Oppnsi 
tion; and some other parties received 
a tremendous response us (he entire 
Kashmir Valley wore a deserted look 
on 6 May. the day of the opening of 
the civil secretariifi for the summer. 
But Or Abdullah decided not to go 
ahead with the stir, as it would affect 
the tourist trade, which would be 
harmful for the state. 

Add to this the facts that there are 
hundreds of political activists who 
are in jails for having raised their 
voice against the Shah governmeni, 
that anti national elements who 
make it a habit to raise prinPakistanl 
slogans at public meetings are hav* 
ir^ a field day and you get a full 
picture of what is happening in the 
state today 

yuHdJanieeL gnbiMv 
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Acts of sobotage. arson, killings and destruction orf^ breaking out al) over India like 
an ugly rosh; The country today seems engulfed in on uncontrollable wave of 
violence. Tension and frustration cvojywhere—socioJ, economic and political—is 
giving woy to sporodic terror ond mass protests. Tliirly-seven years after 
independence, India finds itself ot a crucial point in history. What is happening to the 

country and whyfflomesh Thaparanswers. 

T her« It no seuing Away trom iiupidiiy itthai hcioodoesnotmove of several, simuhaneous eruptions 
dynanlCKenariot and assess* lo untie the obvious knots. all over the sub*conrinenc dispersing 

oientt. One look at the dis* When 1 was learning my journalis* the strength of the centrOi was critic* 
array around the Congress lie trade, around the time when we al to assessments in those tempes* 

Perty and its lotamlc leader. Ra;iv were about to witness the transfer of Iwous years. 

Gandhi, is enough to tell us that he is power. I remember an evening when Eruptions there were, even major 
battered by the problems his mother some seniors in the profeuion were challenges like the anned struggle In 

left behind unresolved, or, better wondering whether India's problems Telengana, but the people in their 

still, the problems she thought she would burst out ell at once, and wi^om respected their leaders who 

could shelve or keep in cold storage whether our inexperienced political had structured the freedom move* 

for melting when the moment was leadership—in 1947!—would be able menr, and they exercised patience, 

opportune—yes, for her. His only to prevent such e disaster. This fear This patience was strengthened by 

the energy of the first governments 
of free India to consolidate our rav* 
aged frontiers, to absorb the multi* 
rude of princely states, to reorganise 
the stales of the union on a linguistic 
coherence, and, let it not be forgot¬ 
ten. to embark on the massive, self- 
reliant industrial development of the, 
sub-continent. 

This fund of popular goodwill, de¬ 
spite varying and erratle election 
results, began to eahaust itself the 
moment coosclousnees grew about 
the ineffectivenees of our planning 
processes to tackle the gut problems 
oi povert y and Sack of opportunity. 
The escalation In discmitent was 
sharp in the Seventies when no reme¬ 
dial steps were taken to fix more 
relevant piioritias for growth. Be¬ 
hind the political turbulaoce today. Is 
the e co nomic streogulation resulting 
from our Inepmass as fflinigen. 

The k^ is the fact that we have 
used political activity as a meant, not 
of solving problems, but of acquiring 
^ort-tem power, unearing of the 
results. Thereby, the politTcal pro* 
cess has creatad a nuaber of vested 
Interests, from reserraclon to ‘sens of 
Che loll,’ frmn diiildence to agits- 
tlons, to gather the votes. This has 
become an end In itself, atklag huge 
AvMrnerUwbMbMMieOiliAbstagMitdicahifmBsl gashes In the soda] fabric. 
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Lus)^n, unemployed, alifDattd 
youtK» up«ble to link to local opp6r* 
runity, m latchini on to evory man* 
ifeatation of ‘rabelUon,* somathing 
which might shake dw rotten atatua 
quo. And such youth ii the Urgeit 
constituency In present*day Iodine 
some 60 per cent under the of 3S. 
A mere youthful Prime dlnistar, 
however, is not enou^ to aaauage 
the angera inherent in thia conui* 
tueocy. 

I ask myself why should Assem. 
headed by a very disciplined student 
end teacher movement, be kept 
hooked on endless negotiations when 
we are all agreed that the Bengidi 
migration cannot be allowed to dis* 
euro the political balance of the 
state. Several answers are possible: 
•elect one. agree upon it, and imple* 
ment. 

I ask mysalf why should a thor 
oiighly unrepresentativa. defactor 
government be allowed to misbehave 
in Kashmir when it ii widely known 
that its existence only encourages 
secessionist feelings of the worst 
commune] kind. Surely, President's 
Rule and fresh elections in six 
months or earlier is the only way to 
restore democratic normalities. 
What advantage, to put It at its worst, 
is there in delay? 

1 ask mmM why Gujarat, where 
everyone has been fitting every* 
one, has not been salvaged from the 
faedee banks of the ruhog Congress 


Party. *'Is central intervention Mily 
reserved for oppositioiKonirolled 
states? b no one aware chat the 
Hindu caste coUisioos of Gujarat, 
punctuated by vicious anti*Muslim 
sorties, could spread to adjoieing 
states at the bi^ng of this or that 
political group? Does the rise of the 
Shiv Sena in Bombay, and the pre* 
varications of Congressmen on the 
furure of the city, provide no warning 
signals of the storms on the way? 

Kiturally, I ask myself why 
Jab's problems continue to be created 
as exclusively Akali problems, vriih 
solutions held up bemuse of craxy 
terrorist actions to blackmail both 
Hindus and Sikhs. Political menage* 
ment embraces the techniques of 
unilateral imiiaiives to bn^ the 
disruptive power of the mischief* 
makers. Punjab’s problems around 
water, boundaries and ceAire>siare 
relationships are part of the evolu* 
tion of our federal polity. Could not 
permanent commissions take ovar 
these burdens which Interest and 
affect many states of the union? 
Ihcn, only Chandigarh would remain 
to IM handed over as Punjab's capii* 
al. That was always the intention. 

And. finally. I ask myself why we 
are so slow in legislating mandatory 
oritn to regidate the environs of 
places of wOTshi^-^yes, of all rail* 
gions and subreligions—as also of 
the management of their funds, (he 
elections of their leading coaminnes 


and of the disciplines to prevail in 
these places. No religion in this coun* 
try can demand sovereign status for 
its temple, mosque, gurudwais or 
church. Lei it be stated in clear<ut 
icmis. within the framework of our 
federal Constitution and on the basis 
of the fundamental rights enshrined 
In it. We are dragging our feet with* 
out reason ihoiii^ vre speak of a 
secular commitment. 

Even as we fail to take these ve^ 
logical steps towards democratic 
coherence, and ignore the reports of 
the police commission which pointed 
to the breakdown of our law*and* 
order tyitems, we keep legislatii^ 
more end more powers for what will 
under the circtunstances become a 
lawless stale, if ii has not already 
become in certain regions of India. 
This insensitivity to justice, the lack 
of concern about lorture when in 
custody, and the connivance in brute* 
lities of various kinds, could bury the 
democratic life we pledged ourselves 
to. 

There's much more to be con* 
cemed about. Lee me take Just one 
sample of the duplicity we indulge 
in—the denouncing of Pakistan as a 
refuge and training point fw terror* 
ists aod the quiet acceptance of 
Tamil Nadu's succour to those who 
are challenging the Sri Lankan state. 
Not a whimper from any comer of 
India because Tamil votes are impor* 
cam. And now, ar last, BUS Nani' 
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boodlriptd bw ro denovnca thi» dou* 
blft*thiak and double^iiUk, and win 
aditpriaJ idnidica. 

AU this is Caadbig tbe violanc* and 
tha angen that are avrfaoiii over 
the $u6<o&tiQeiit. It is as tM» one is 
ia conmatkd ai any leveL To some 
exteni, this was lo^cabie after the 
rather oppressive Indira Gandhi 
years. Bui the laar is growing that we 
are moving beyond the point of no 
rttum, to use a phrase from ihe 
jargon of airlines pilots. The break* 
dom is becoming too visible. 

The future cannot be grasped with* 
out an undersianding of the past. If 
chat is too niacb for our politicians* at 
least the recent past needs studying 
in the conten of the developing 
chaos. The splitting of the Indien 
National Congrea in 1969 oe the 
false belief tnai this purge would 
purify. Ihe use of Calcutta's loafers 
and unemployed to break the back of 
WavaHsm Tbe Sanjay circus and all 
its ramificaiioDS during the 
Emergency. The haressnwni of In¬ 
dira Geo^ after she hed lost the 
primeministership. The fascistic 
polarisation of tbe country by her 
into friends and foes. The twasea 
manipulation of Indian poUtks using 
the powm of government for blech* 
mail. The nurturing of the killer 
Bhlndnnwale. The tragk aftermath. 
All this* and more, makes our grim 
present and our uncertain future. 

A criticel element is the acele ol 
the present crisis end the moral 
failure to confront it. There is a ume 
■cceptanca of every distortion and 
violation of norms, particularly at 
the highest levels of governance. Ihe 
easy racionaliseiion that adjustmeat 
to this style is the way of survival 
creates tbe rebellious mood among 
those who are never beard at tbe 
base of our society. They are in* 
Ranuneble material in the hands of 
lumpen politicians Uahed to various 
parties. 

This country's sdministratorsi 
known for their skill and experience 
in handbag riot situatioiu, are no 
longer able to cope wiHi mobs that 
have no anchorage or stake in socie¬ 
ty. Tbe ambience of the lost and the 
damned, tbe faceless ones, defeats 
those who *****f*'** that oises can be 
maniged intelligent^. Somv there is 
recourse to the traditional medicine, 
a mix of lawless lews and brutal 
force. It works temponrfly. But when 
the fevers return, there is no curbing 
the derugament. 

Apmt frem snet^ an example of 
previry tad pvlodpled commitment 
11 the highest levs^ it Is becoming 
Lnereestngly deer ito almom every- 
tUag la wremg wRh our io<aU^ 
gresrtb asodeC It la net e^ to 
cuiUeii tbe cris es d ibe ymtfk. It la 


here that various alienations are nur¬ 
tured. We think that the old populist 
rhetoricwill satisfy. Par from it. We 
need bousing in local materials, with¬ 
in a modem mohaJla style. Education 
has to become training for self* 
employment, perticularly to service 
one of the largest urban spreads In ' 
the world. Baby cars are not the 
answer for Indian mobility when tens 
of thousands need bus systems of 
various denominations to meet their ; 
needs. Medicine has to gear to S i 
basic health service available within ' 
easy distance and without the harass^ I 
mams of today. Within such 
frameworks we have to formulate 
our concerns for the people's wri- 
fare. We have the skills and re> 
sources, but we lack the passion to 
acructure the change. 

Admittedly, agitation and eruption 
lead CO aome measure of correction 
but to rely on this kind of pressure 
and motivation is extremely danger* 
oua, particularly to the functioning of 
a society which owing to ita complex* 
iiiea must remain democratic- 
minded, flexible end sensitive. We 
are forgetful of what is expected td 
us in the give-end-teke of today. And 
there is no one emerging to remind 
us and to persuade u^an almost 
obseMivf activity in the early years . 
of freedom. 

When Congressmen, including 
office-holders and elders, complalii 
of the ineccessability of the Prime 
Minister* and opposition leaders feel 
that they are treated as enemies, at 
penons not to be trusted, the scenar. 

10 ia one of disarray, of acting with¬ 
out reference to common interest. 
India cannot function in this manner. 

It possesses an inherent divisiveness 
which needs constant and energetic 
attention—at least, until a genuine 
modernisaiion of her people has 
taken place. So far, only a tiny elite 
claims this transformation. We re¬ 
main so terribly tribal in our reac¬ 
tions, and for this reason have no 
compunction in accepting chose 
three inter-locked evils which have 
embraced our polity'^riminalisa- 
tioQ* communalisition and bureauc- 
ratisarioD. I could add a fourth; mili¬ 
tarisation. 

Many people in our world have 
been throu^ tempestuous times. 
They have teetered on the edge of 
many disasters, pulling back just in 
fima to tread paths of sani^ and 
reason. An amalgam of many factors 
created tbe sensrciricies required for 
such a dramatic change. Maybe, what 
we are witnessing will mark tbe 
beginiilcig of our revulsion with th« 
ways of violence and disorder. It tms 
bappesed with other people. It ega 
h^pes wUb ua. Yes, la dreams beglia . 
reeponsMllcy. 










Bcmb dlasn in Punjab 

The Monxh hng Taiki on Assam Ad 
journeti 

Vndtrfiruund Nagas SriH at Larga 

The Pohce Incteast Vwriance^ Jn 
Kashmii 

Ahmedahjd Obscrvfs Tt>tal Bandh 


T hese headlines appeared on 
(he front pages of newspapers 
on a single day Iasi week. 
They sc'.orded trouble of 
varying intensity In ureas thousands 
of miles apart, but they had a famih 
iar ring about them, manifesting the 
syndrome of tension and confront a* 
(ion afflicting people professing 
different religions, and speaking 
different languages. For a long time 
they have lived on the edge of disas* 
ter and (his summer their discontent 
seems to have reached a bursting 
point 

Punjab today is in the midst of a 
phase where (he Sikh youths, guided 
by lunatics and frustrated by 
unemployment, are lost in a wilder¬ 
ness of violence. 

Both the Akali Dal groups, one led 
by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal 
and the other by Baba Joginder 
Singh, the late Bhindranwate’s 
father, are wooing the Sikh youth. By 
asserting itself, the Longowal group 
has retrieved part of the ground it 
had lost by its timid approach ear¬ 
lier, but has not given up its old habit 
of running with tha hare and hunting 
with the hounds. The government is 
more responsive this time 

But the Hindus of Punjab have 
hardened in (he laat one year. They 
are nni ready to accept what they 
would have in 1983 or the beginning 
of 1984. Most Hindus have come to 
doubt whether the Akalis consider 
the Sikhs part of the Indian nation 
and attach little importance to their 
oft-repeated statement that India is 
their motherland. Some of the Akali 
demands, like the integration of Puo- 
jabi-speaking areas, including Chan¬ 
digarh, with Punjab, equitable dis¬ 
tribution of (he Ravi'Beas waters, 
and granting of more powers to the 
state, articulate Punjabi nationalism, 
but the Akali emphasis on Dharam 
VucUi and the gurdwaia cultura haa 
I alienated the Hindus in Punjib, And 
I todey. (here is a wide chasm between 
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the two communities that will lake a 
lot of effort to bri^e. 

But even if a solution to the Punjab 
problem is found, many people from 
among the Sikhs and the Hindus 
will continue lo harbour resent 
ment. The Sikh youth in particular 
may, by and large. Stay aloof and 
dream of achieving a separate na¬ 
tion. This is largely due to incidents 
like Operation Bluestar and the 
random killings of Sikhs in Delhi and 
elsewhera in the wake of Indira Gan 
dhi’s assassination. In terms of 
money, the loss to Punjab due to 
disturbances in the last three years is 
eetimeted at Rs IS,000 erores Mate 
rial losses apart, the wedge driven 
between the Sikhs and the Hindus 
is the concern of every 
citizen 

Unlike Punjab, the problem in the 
north-east is not of recent origin 
From ancient times, the region, in¬ 
cluding Assam, has been the meeting 
place nf many tribes and races. Right 
through its history, thare has been an 
inflow of people of different origins 
into the area. In 1S31. when linguis 
tic tabulation was undertaken, 
Assamese was not the language 
spoken by the majority of the inhabi 
cams of the region. 

A former British Governor de¬ 
scribed Assam (which then included 
Mizoram. Meghalaya, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Nagaland i as a broad 
central corridor ball, from which 
smaP rooms, corresponding to the 
hill districts, open on both sides, 
with, however, no connecting doors 
(between them The reorganisation of 
the state, which the States Reorga 
niseiion Commission rejerted in 
19S6. but which Mrs Gandhi effected 
11 years later, has brought to the fore 
the old problem of the Assamese¬ 
speaking population being in a 
minority in Assam. Immigration over 
the years has changed the comple¬ 
xion of the state. 

The agitation in Assam, nearly a 
decade-old uow, to oust “foreigners" 
has embittered every section of the 
population in the state. The 
Assamese harbour hatred against the 
Bengali-speaking population, the 
Hindus are suspicious of the Muslims 
and the tribals are fighting the non- 
tribals. At one rime it appeared that 
fixing 1971 as the “cut-off year** for 
determining the status of those who 
had come into the state after that 
would settle the problem. Even the 
agitation leaders looked like accept¬ 
ing it. But once again the demand of 
the All Assam Students Union 
(AASU) to have 1969 or 1968 as ihe 
cut<iff year in place of iheir original 
demand of 1961 has stalled a solu 
tion 

, Whetber it ii 1971. 1961 or any 


other year, it will not alter the basic 
point: no outsider can be thrown out 
of India. Bangladesh will not accept 
them, as General H. M. Ershed, the 
Bangladesh Martial Law Administra¬ 
tor. told me a lew day$ ago in Dhaka. 
The solution on the anvil is to dis¬ 
franchise “foreigners" for e particu¬ 
lar numbel of years But the cut-off 
year has to he agreed upon first. And. 
in the meanwhile, Assam remains a 
trouble spot. 

T he situation in the rest of the 
north-easi is more volatile. Vio 
lence is « part ot the lives of the 
inhabitants of Nagaland. Muoram 
and Manipur. Hostile Nages and 
Mizos have pinned down e large 
army and para military forces in the 
area. New Delhi's efforts towards a 
settlement have succeeded to some 
extent, but the hard core of aaii- 
Indian elements remains. 


j For a long time people 
: have lived on the edge of 
I disaster and this 
summer their discontent 
seems to have reached a 
bursting point 


The most disconcerting part, as the 
home ministry says in an assessment, 
is. “The emerging pattern in the 
north-east region indicates a link-up 
amongst the extremists and subver¬ 
sive elements. There are reports of 
formation of an armed voluntary 
organisation known as the Sevan 
United Liberation Army (SULA) 
drawing trs strength from the under¬ 
ground youths of Manipur. Nagaland, 
Mizoram, Assam, Tripura, Megha¬ 
laya and Anmachal Pradesh. The 
aim of the SULA is tn fight for an 
independent country taking together 
the seven states/union territories of 
the region." 

The People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) of Manipur has advocated the 
formation of the Revolutionary Un¬ 
ited Front by the various extremist 
groups of the north-east in order to 
liberate the region. Yet another ex¬ 
tremist group claiming to belong to 
(he People's Revolutionary Party of 
Kangleipak (PRCPAK) has also come 
to an understanding with (he Miso 
National Front (MNF). Reports also 
indicate that the MNF has been 
meiAtaining contecis with the Tri¬ 
pura extremists. 

The problems in the north-east 


have multiplied becuuse there are 
several sanctuaries across Th«' bordvt 
for the insurgents. The inacce^bibll- 
ity of the terrainmakes it diffitultfur 
(he army to liquidate insurgency in 
(he entire north-east region. | 

Kashmir, which had achieved some | 
stability when Sheikh Abdullah , 
came to power in 1979, is in lurmoil 
I now because Mrs Gandhi arbitrarily 
dismissed the elected government of 
Farooq Abdullah, the Sheikh’^ son. 
by encouraging the defection of 12 
Natiooal Conference legislators and 
installing G.M. Shah the chief 
minister On (he one hand, the demo [ 
crane forces have been weakened, 
with people saying that India does 
not believe in democracy when it 
comes to Kashmir, and, on ihe other, i 
Muslim fundamentalism has taken \ 
' root Never before has the Jamnut-e- 
* Islami been so popular in the Valley 
as It is today. 

Adding to the insult of the people i 
is the terrible blow that the sieie's 
major industry, tourism, has suf- 
fereil. For three consecutive seasons 
there have been few tourists going to ' 
Kashmir because of the disturheil 
conditions in Punjab The people, 
especially traders and artisan^ are , 
desperate and the sUghtesi pruvccu- | 
tion brings them lo the streets The . 
state government is tcu unpopular to ! 

I deal with the situation. Quustkms ' 
regarding Kashmir's accession to In- 
I dia are being asked once ugain. ' 
But Farooq Abdullah is adamant 
I on his stand that Kashmir is a pan of 
I India. However he is being asked to i 
[ prove that he is an Indian, time and 
again. Rajiv Gandhi, after assuming 
power, has held talks with Farouq 
Abdullah more than once anil indi¬ 
cated that he was ready to undo the 
wrong: done by his mother, by dissolv- | 
ing the present state Assembly and - 
ordering fresh elections. But RajivS | 
advisers, M. L. Futedar In particular, 

I who was responsible for Farooq's 
I dismissal, have delayed action so far. 

' Gujarat has been turned iiitt* a 
battle ground by the state chief 
minister, Madhavsinh Solanki, him¬ 
self. The state was amongst the best 
administered in the country. But the 
CM’s inept handling of a relatively 
innocuous situation has led to a pobi- 
lion where everyone is pitted againsi 
everyone: Hindus are against the 
Mu&liiDs. employers are against the 
employees, and the upper castes are 
fighting the lower castes Solanki is 
not in the good books of Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi but the PM does not want to oust 
him from the chief ministership yet. 

It is ironical that at a time when 
India is trying to present its best face 
to the world outside through festiv¬ 
als, it is doing precious little to cure 
the festering sores on its body. 







i>l Itenzy <ind Jts final tiut 
hnrst mill noting And blumlshed. we 
will find rhu( the plvnnint; is done 
with j I'dUiHis iliNryK^rd for life. 
When It IS fust mvnitoned a sub* 
jiH'l whivh (lisiurlis the pviiple, i*ie 
duthuritirs view it with a ceriaii: 
Amount i4 disduin end ndicule as in 
Asx(<m Of (lUiACtii, or they do n<»t 
know uhdl to >e> litxAuse it is not 
clear wImi the Auuators went. in 
I'unjab. or (here does not svem ifi be 
iny Kt*nuine ftrievence. The author* 
ities uUow Jilieriv to the orRamscrs 
even d ihere is an infraction of the 
law Ihn'huh’ thc'v feel that the situa 
tion would Ih' Agitravaied if they take 
acimhi Then the inicmidalion of the 
I u*l li V and t h e ekes ut ive hy t he as it a* 
tors ht'Kois and it is followed by 
wbotatte and killinKs. and the state 
Kuvernmeiu ftiws into a trance. What 
should we do^ l*ass another law’ 
Where is the iNdice force to enforce 


W'heiecaii we |!H the extra police- 
men from? I he whole attitude is 
defensive m tlK* extreme Avoid a 
eon fi <011 a non tliev sav to the div 
irict muKisti.ites and senior superin* 
tendenisof pohee. Let them do what 
they like Avoid force. No firinfs This 
is tolhiwed l>v sabntaKo and murder 
in Assam, coilectuni of arms and 
antBiuniiion and the killing; of Hin 
du». Nirankans and policemen m 
Kunjab. In Abmedabad. police- 
baiiins occurs on a massive scale in 


S liocild we not reorganise our 
pol It K s aiidiuiminisi ration so 
ihai ihv fuiiatic and the de¬ 
ni u^oKue do not claim the 
ri^hl 10 oritanise the deaths of 
tluuisiiiids cirutei the ^uise ul demo- 
cMtu dissent > In the lust three years 
mioe than 12 .(I(MI peisom have Iwen 
killed 1(1 Assam. I'unjah, Bhjwandi. 
()elhi and Ahmedahad in violent 
mmcinents or^tanised hy evanescent 
Mtonps. Like the Naxaliies. they want 
to “sluiKer everything to hits** and 
throi "rimould it i loser (othe heart s 
desire " Hut whut mav have seemed 
feosiMe lo Omar Khavvam mav be 
disastrou.s today They mav succevil 
in .sliartvnn^ Indian socieiv if we 
cotiTinue HI t>c unconierned ahnit 
their octic itics. and they may re'pluce 
(he clamour and din of the democra¬ 
tic sv**tetii sii ivioK fur consensus and 
eomimitnise with the silence of an 
unreIcMtirtK dictarorshIp. Kreedom 
would Ik- (cnullv ex(in|(uished- f>o we 
warn that’ Aixdutfi.srs maintain that 
India IS 0 larp* ciiuntiy and that such 
movements are a si^n of Krowib. 
They sny that there will always in* 
some type ui disorder whcrevei 
there iMlyrtamism in society, laiok at 
China, look at liiduiiesia. look at 
South AmcTica. look at any over- 
pHpulaled country. 

h we analyse each disturbance 
from the time n is an Idea mooted in 
coffee shops or temples, through its 
various developmental phaaes.the 


K.F. RiJslonijj annJyses I he state of the country today 


(he lanes and hydanes where stone- 
(hrnw-mfi is practised as an art (112 
prdicemen have been injured in Gu¬ 
jarat from la March (o Z May). Then 
(he centre decides to arraign the 
slate for allowing wt much violence. 
Instructiiins are issued by the Gov¬ 
ernor or (he chief minister. '‘No vio¬ 
lence should be tolerated.'* And 
pi'imptly a few buses are burnt, a 
few localities looted, and a few men 
ai c* killed m order to hurl defiance in 
the face of aurhiiniy. which results in 
police firinA^- The lured bravos nf 
the movement have* dune their work 
with practised skill. B this time it is 
easy to work up an agnation against 
the police lor havinK used force. 
Move (he police away, even courts 
say. Nut only the police but every 
single agency of government decides 
to move a way for the sake of safety. 
The executive with ihe large cadre of 
deputy collectors, lehsiliiun. block 
officers and thousands of officers 
who deal with civil supplies, taxes, 
and so on move away—"Not our 
business," The judiciary moves to¬ 
wards the agitators thinkinK that 
placating them in some ways mighi 
help to contain iheir fury. The media 
becomes partisan or passive, even 
the organised political parties take 
cover Many important politicians 
just disappear when their need is the 
sorest. A large number of others feel 
(hat it would be worth fishing m 
troubled waters. Many of them take a 
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covert pan in rhe Bgitscion. as in 
Delhi, Ahmedahad, Assam, Bhi< 
wandi or Puniab 
This is the stage at which doubt 
seises ihe organisers. The sanest feel 
they have raised a Frankenstein and 
do not know how to contain the 
public desire for loot and arson, or 
how to shake off the grip of extremist 
elements. The easiest course is to 
carry on and blume the police. This is 
the time tesied formula since the 
days of the civil disobedience move* 
mems and. as if to confirm that the 
police have totally failed, the police 
make numerous blunders and the 
army i« called nut. After a few spas* 
modic attempts at revival by hard 
core activists who subscribe to the 
Naxalite philosophy, the bloodsheo 
stops. Now it is a field day for all the 
do gooders who are shocked at the 
vtolence, and surprised by its inten^i* 
ty. They want to resume talks and 
parleys, make peace offers and sug* 
gest round table conferences fur with* 
orawal of the agitation. The media 
thinks that its role is basically that of 
doling out the milk of human kind* 
ness and government must compiom* 
ise, even express regret for the use of 
force. After all. the killings and arson 
were nut deliberate. It is just that the 
agkarion went out of control. Any* 
way, peace in our time. 0 Lord, is 
whut is wanted. This, sad to say, is 
hnw our democracy functions. The 
political machine functions only at 
the time of electinnx, the government 
closes down shop and leaves tbc 
police to battle alone with the agiia* 
tors. When the tumult and the shout* 
ing breaks out into bloodshed, there 
is no desire to tjx the blame, to find 
out who failed, wh' the trouble was 
not nipped in the bud by enforcing 
the Uw. It is a fact chat as a race we 
are terribly afraid of bloodshed. Anv 
group can threaten us with murder 
and we become pulp, ready to find 
some way of accepting their propos* 
al. howsoever outrageous it maj be. 
But thenumber of deaddoes not move 
us. They can be counted in 
thousands. We have no regrets, no 
tears, no sympathies, no fears of a 
recurrence of violence. There is. 
however, a self*purify<ng desire to 
help the victims of violence if it does 
not mean'more than contributing an 
old shirt and a tom saree, or a few 
rupees to the Prime Minister's relief 
fund, provided It is cax>exempted. 
We may, however, protest at the 
perversity of foreign TV stations that 
refuse to expound our plans for de* 
velopmeni. and only show us killing 
each other ell the time. 

I ndia is a unique country in one 
other respect, We never punish 
anyb^y in the normal judicial way. 



Anybody who is prosecuted in court 
is presumed to be suitable for acquit 
cal after a brief wait as an undertriaJ. 

If he is to be punished, it would have 
to be in the police lock up or in the 
street by angry policemen or fren¬ 
zied mobs. It matters little if police 
firing goes out of line and a Mule girl 
is killed. She is expendable as far 
the state is concerned. In any case 
the police are a bloody lot. Blamu 

them. That exonerate s the organisers 
and the government. 

Forget the dead: hui count the 
votes. In a few years even Ihe votes 
may not be worth cuuniing because 
we may have killed democracy by 

then. Twelve thousand dead in an 

overpopulated country^particularly 
as all of them would be poor and half 
dead in any case d oes not create a 
big outcry. Nor du we think of the 
widows, the orphans, those left with 
no support, or the feelings of revenge 
which generate vendettas that go on | 
for grnerations. All that has been { 
our lot fur centuries, we sav. | 

We can also discount the cost of 
such disturbancei^ihe crores spent 
in security arrangements, the relief 
camps, rehabilitation, the crores lost 
in trade and industry, the crores 
spent in wages. We can print notes 
for 500 or 1000 crores in a day and 
deal with the inflation afterwards by 
providing tax reliefs. We keep waiJ* 
ing that the guilty seem to be going 
unpuni^ed. but no practical steps 
are taken to correct It. Apart from 
those that the police shoot and others 
who have nviwed down by 

mobs, there is hardly anybody who 
can be held accountable f<tf ibe dam* 
age caused. Forget Roman law, 
forget Indian Uw. and even forget 
justice. We do not believe in convic 
lion in a court of Uw. It almost seems 
a travesty cf justice to us to think 
that chose who organise carnage 


should be punisht^d. Jii the iirM 
place, ihe KlRs would be defective. 
Then ihc court would readilv hold 
that delay of une dav hu> been 
caused by the police in presenting 
the chalan. so the case seriously 
weakened and the accused can he 
bailed out Thu witnesses refuse to 
appear in court alter some uf them 
are killed, uihur legalilies appear 
and ihe court r<gh*Jv holds that the 
prosecution has railed to prove the 
case. In fact even Mi mures i ouJd be 
ennsidered justified as the police had 
arrogantly taken on fhe role of arbi* 
tecs nf the country'^ destiny accord¬ 
ing to the defence lawyer. 

in sum, wi* have a sort uf 
excopiinnal democracy in which 
crime and dinurder are rampant 
(mafias have grown in ?very major 
city), where the criminal Justice sys* 
tern depends unlv on the police, 
which functions spasmodically, 
where the iugislaiures have ceased in 
be the place where cnnFMcts are 
resolved. Yet we arc ul! sustained by 
the hope that the guveniment will do 
something. Inwardly w« are getting 
more and more cynical us the years 
gu by. 

U there a way out. ot dn we keep 
on drifting in the ocean of disaster 
wondering where the next storm will 
come from and how the frail l>ark of 
democracy will weather it? 1 am one 
of those who is sure there is a safe 
passage and we will find it. In the 
first place we must learn to deal with 
disorder with the inherent strength 
of a democracy and ihe real strength 
is the popular will, (f 700 millions 
express it in the right way, it can 
create an impact sufficient to deal 
with the most obdurate agitation. But 
first we must learn to stand up 
against threats and enforce the Uw 
ruthlessly from the very begisuiing of 
an agitation. The popular will can 
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(OVliR STORY 


only uppeJt if tho people jre weU- 
infurnied an<l dre able to voe what is 
happening in clear terms, and are 
able to express that wdl in surh a 
way that U would strengthen the 
government and guide it firmiv. 

It IS difficult to sav where tfu* 
bUime lies. Is it our sire? Is it our 
puveriv? Is it u fuiiiire of the media? 
Whv IS it that the Indian has failed tu 
feel and b« moved by the tragedy 
thai has struck thousands of people^ 
Twelve thousand are only the peiiple 
killed. The disruption of life has 
affected millions. Millions more, par 
ticulariy the minorities, have lived in 
fear and dread uf the frenry that is 
organised again and again hy the 
enemies of the people Mahesh Bhaii 
can make a whole theatre gush with 
feats with the story of an elderly 
c<iu|ile whose Min was killed bv thugs 
in New York in the film Sanransh 
Whv IS It thai the iragedv of 
thousands killed in agiurions leaves 
us Olid'' We dtiit'l relate. K it because 
we car identify with one middle class 
tamih, and not with ihuuundsof the 
piM>r. or is If because* we identify onlv 
With Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, or com 
munity wisu^ The poor do not in¬ 
terest uii. Why? 1 can only assume 
that it is the fault of the natinnal 
media which is adepi jt concealinR 
disasters. In a democracy that is a 
serious crime But does anybody con¬ 
sider that we are serving democracy 
poorly by deception, concealment, 
cover-ups, by not allowing the worst 
lo be known and its causes under- 
sttrod? We have u large number of 
poor and illiterate iteople. Is it in the 
national interest to mislead them, 
even brutalise them instead of giving 
them le.ssoits tn feeling, in under¬ 
standing I he depth of suffering that 
is the lot of those whn are the victims 
of out Inleinnl wars? 

Perhaps wv are just at the begin¬ 
ning of our democratic life. Our 
artists, writers, dramatists and cur 
poets are still searching for a way to 
depict our condition Even Ssaransh 
IS a new development. I^me writers 
may already have undertaken the 
task of depicting our deliriums, A 
sen.sitive film on the pattern of TTie 
Day After may even be tn the mak¬ 
ing. showing the damage that ba& 
been done to our national ethos by 
violence. A dramatist may prose 
once again that a scream is ^tier 
than a political thesis. 

There is something strong and en¬ 
during in the voice of the people 
which wc hjve fell at limes but never 
properiv acknowledged because at 
bean we are all monarchists. We 
have seen waves at election time— 
unprodicruble and overpowering— 
welling up >umewhfre in the deep 


subconscious id the race Elec non*, 
have helped to wilve our most in- 
tracublv problems because it is the 
inner vuici* that speaks the most 
enduring truths. 

As vwm «is the election is over, all 
the pulincal wurk collapses. Con 
gressmen becumc interested only in 
' nffiie—in miniiries—what to get out 
of politics, not what in give. All the 
other panics also disappear from the 
scene. Wh.Mev er is left of the voice of 
the jK-ople IS onlv there to be hv'jrd 
in k-gishiiuri-s where it becomes the 
^ voice of politicians, not of the peopn*. 
I True ilcmiM racy will only come whou 
[ each iPfliiical paily maintains and 
I nuxlures us cadres, has regular orga 
I nisutioiiul elections, and encourages 
iX mixture of the urguiusatioiul and 
the governmental effort, even an 
ahernatmn hciween them from time 
[ TO time 

' Unless wr have vibrant political 
parties that arc* always m the field, 
prepared tu meet every vile concept 


Forget the dead: but 
count the votes. In a few 
years even (he votes 
may not be worth 
counting because we 
may have killed 
democracy by then. 


wti h counter propaganda, and in 
which HHite of the bes* men uf the 
party are commuted, we have only j 
facade of democracy, not a true 
democracy. If we can organise the 
party i n (he right way. t he st rengt h of 
guvernp>ent will improve immeasur¬ 
ably and we would not have to de¬ 
pend only on the police and the army 
to deal with agitations. 

The structure of government too 
needs a basic change. In the name of 
liberty we have aJkiwed licence to 
come into every governmental orga¬ 
nisation. There is an enormous 
amount o( indiscipline which we 
accept as normal—an unjustified 

proliferarion everywhere^^ cynical 
disregard of the need for cooperation 
in govemiDent, What is lacking is a 
unity of purpose, with the result that 
the district magistrate thinks dif¬ 
ferently, the sessions judge has his 
own ideas, the superintendent of 
police differs from both in the dis- 
cricu. At a higher level, it seems as if 


the judiciary and the Legislature, (he 
army and the police, the IAS and the 
IPS, are all in a state of permanent 
conlruntatKiit. 

Where is the basic cohesion which 
good government requires? Why 
should there he no common aim? lit' 
many cases there is no common meet 
ing ground. We keep on developing 
mstituiions which have a separate 
identity, all of it jealously guarded. 
What is the result^ If there is a threat 
to (he integrity of The nation—a 
war—unitv is mysteriously achieved, 
but if the dangers are noi apparent 
or arv concealed, we work at cross 
purposes. If we can make all ogencies 
of the government wurk as a team, 
wt can deal with a problem of any 
MIC All msiiiuiional arrangements 
should he desigavd only to further 
culieMriii This applies oven to the 
judicial side when- we will have to 
wurk out systems is tich will enable 
the law TO be clearly established and 
firmly administered with the main 
purpose of piutecting the people 
from the fanatics and demagogues. 

Lastly, future iigitations will de- 
vcli»r the themes and techniques 
used in the last three years and add a 
fvw unpleasant a«;pGcts which are 
present in our pnliticv and uur admi- 
nisrretion Terrorism will almost cer¬ 
tainly b« used by all agiiutiuns that 
appear tn be failing liecausc there is 
a basic theme uf Naxalism which 
persists in all uf them. Secondly, 
mafia kings will (eke a hand in it, if 
only because it weakens the police. 
Tlicir money from drugs and gamb* 
ling will be a big help to any agita¬ 
tion. Thirdly, politics will be stain^ 
bv young hoodlums specialising in 
dnuhle d<.-aling. posing as symbols of 
puriti on the one hand, and on the 
other supporting every cause which 
spells mrinev 

Will our administration stretched 
to the uim(»s: with hardly any police 
reserves, media support or adminis¬ 
trative unity be able to deal with 
agitations without enough legal or 
judicial support or (he massive pub¬ 
lic becking which is required? 

The saaransh (gist) of whatT am 
writing is that we neither realiMiww 
weak we are because of our lack of 
political and administrative cohe¬ 
sion, nor understand how powerful 
the movements of the future 
will be. end the destruc- 

don (hey will causa. Wa still have 
lime to reorganise our politics and 
administration and strengthen our 
r^lve to face only movement with 
firm determination, and to crush It 
the momeni it resorts to violence. 
Each one of us has lo see thet this 
opponuoity to review our defences 
against mtemal enemiaa is not lost. 




Bihar: Living with Violence 


C-asfo and class confiici leave Iho stale in turmoil 


T he sound of gunfire, instead 
of the chiming of bells, 
heralded in the new year 
(1985) in the harijan settle¬ 
ment of Kaitha-Blgha in Bihar's Au¬ 
rangabad district. A police patrul 
surrounded one of the village huts 
and demanded the surrender of its 
unyielding inmates. The resulting 
gory battle that lasted throughout 
the night left 12 people dead. LtKals 
say thni the landlords of the area 
personnllv doused the vJlage huts 
with kerosene and set them nn fire 
during the encounter, so that all ihat 
remained of the vtMage by th*« morn 
ing was a heap of ?thes. 

This incident is a typical example 
of clashes in Bihar that are triggered 
off by social tensions, rural poverty 
and aggravated by considerable eco* 
nomic inequolities and increasing 
harijan militancy. Locals say that on 
the eveni ng of 51 December, hari jans 
led by Nisxulite militants, met lo 
discu<s hnw to iivenge the rape of a 
harijan girl by the son uf a powerful 
landlord. The landlords, unable to 
prevent tho meeting from taking 
place. rnilH tho police with the 
message that “armed extremists 
were planning to annihilece the land 
lords." The landlord.^ had long beer 
looking for a chance to teach the 
harijans a lesson, since the militants 
had iiispirod them (the hariiens) to 
demand u lake in their minimum 
wages and I LSI St at tempt at eviction 
from their lands, ond that night 
seemed the perfect excuse. 

Such nccurrences are only a few 
eaaoiples to illustrate that blood* 


letting and violence have assumed 
staggering proportions in Bihar. 
Home department reports state that 
Bihar vritnessed nearly 14.000 nots 
in 19A4. per cent more chan in 
198.5, end more than 3.000 murders, 
4.3 per cent more rheo the previous 
year. A senior police official who 
refused to be footed said that this 
was due to the 'retaliarion* after Mrs 
Gandhi's murder coupled with the 
two general elections. Fair and free 
elections 'arc a must for effective 
fimciionins of a democratic system, 
but in Bihar, might prevails, end the 
poliiicianx stoop to criminal dealings 
and even murder, to establish their 
supremacy 

The largescale violence witnessed 
by Bihar during the December elec* 
tions caused the election commission 
10 mark Bihar a$ the most sensitive 
state. During the Lok Sabha elec* 
lions about a dosen Congressd) and 
CPI workers were killed in Jehana- 
bad and the Assembly eleciions wit¬ 
nessed similar casualties. 

Besides fights foe political sup* 
remacy. the perennial clashes are 
also associated with larul disputes, 
caste wars, economic deprivation 
and exploitation of women. "Most of 
the cases are related to land dis* 
putes," says Mr Sudhir Kumar Kat* 
raia. an advocate of Patna High 
Court. 

Recurring clashes have now be¬ 
come the way of life in more and 
more areas of Bihar and gradually 
greater parts of the population are 
being affected. From official figures 
we see that only tS per cent of the 


stale's population own.v more than 80 
per cent of the land. The remaining 
land has to be shared by a very large 
number of people. 'Ilie middle>cla$s 
agriculturists, unable to get reniun' 
erative prices for their produce, are 
unable to pay minimum wages to 
their workers. In the fight againvi the 
have-nots the more prosperous up¬ 
per-middle class peasants take the 
side of the landlords. Eviction of 
landless harijans from the "henami*' 
plots they occupy or from the meagre 
plots allotted to them under ihe 
20-poini progremme Is an integral 
part of the social sei-up in every 
village. Harijans leaving their vil* 
lages with none to speak in their 
favour IS a regular feature of life in 
rural Bihar. The January incident at 
Kaithi Bihar was one such example. 

The restless among the trihats in 
Santhal Parganas and Choianagpur 
is due to some traditional reasons as 
well as lopsided government plan¬ 
ning. Erosion of the tribal culture by 
outsiders, eviction of the tribels from 
their lands by money-lenders and 
government officials, without 
alternative place for the iribels to go 
to, deforestation and government 
apathy to develop these areas are 
cited as some of the reasons. Another 
factor generally mentioned with re¬ 
ference to the clashes between the 
rribals and the 'dikus' (a term used 
by Santhels for non-tribals) is the 
exploitation of the tribal sentiment 
by the leadership for their own ends. 
The ellotted government aid has not 
reached these areas. The National 
Rural Employment Programme 
(NR£P) and the Integrated Rural 
Development Programme l(RDP) 
have not been effectwHy translated 
into practice. "Here ii was much 
easier to cheat the trlbals," says 
Suraj Mandal, leader of the Jhar¬ 
khand Mukti Morcha. 

Thus, with landlords clashing with 
the landless, police versus people 
aod students against students. Bihar 
may not be as peaceful a place as the 
new chief minister envisages. There 
have already been 78 mur^rs, main¬ 
ly due to clashes, in the first quarter 

1985. However, the law and order 
problem is high on the state govern¬ 
ment’s priority list. With the mon¬ 
soon and planting season imminent, 
Bihar might be the scene of another 
round of gory clashes. Will the gov¬ 
ernment be able to bring the situa¬ 
tion under control ? 





Dissent in the Ranks 


The oM order has chonged yielding place lo the new— 
but not without an expression of discontent 


T )ie (ilsconrvni in ttie sumcner 
of 19flS is unique. ^^ormaUy 
an organised opposition is 
needed to sharpen feelings 
against the ruling elite. The Rajiv 
Gandhi led Congre^sfl) mauled (he 
opposition m the December 1984 Lok 
Sabhu polls. The performance of the 
oppusidoii part res improved in the 
Assemlilv elections held in March. 
However, the poor performance of 
the ni Imp party was due to (he denial 
of tickets to many sitting Congress(I> 
members coupled with general dis* 
content amung Congressmen. Apart 
from Karnataka and Andhra 
PrBde»h where the Janata Party and 
the Telvgu Desam respectively swept 
the polls, the only state where the 
opposition staged a creditable per 
formance was Maharashtra ft was 
not the personal charisma of any 
individual which enabled the Prog* 
ressive Democratic Prom <PDF> led 
by Shared Pawur to restrict the Con* 
gressd) to 4 majority nf only 18 seats 
in the Maharashtra Assembly. The 
splitting of the anti'Congressd) vote 
having been avoided, the opposition 
parties fared better in Maharashtra. 


Today. Sharad Piwar and a group of 
his followers are debating whether 
(hey should join the Congress<l) or 
not, instead of mobilising opposition 
against it. Hie discontent in the 
summer of 198S is unique because it 
is not politically organised. The mas* 
ses in various parts of the cou nt ry are 
expressing their discontent without 
any help from organised political 
parties. Also, there is diKonient 
within the ruling pariy^though they 
are not free to express themselves 
openly. 

Why are Congressmen unhappy? 
Under Rajiv Gandhi, their pany nas 
won a better mandate from the peo* 
pie than it ever did under Jawaharlal 
Nehru or Indira Gandhi. The discon* 
tent among Congressmen is two* 
fold—'discontent among the party 
MPs (evident from the fact that dis* 
sent has been voiced both in party 
meetings and expressed in the voting 
patterns of the parliamentary party 
elections) and discontent among 
those who are not members of the 
legisleture. Inaccessibility to the 
power centre is the main cause for 
discontent. In the party’s functioning 


today. Arun Singh, the parliamen* 
tary secretary to the Prime Minister, 
has emerged as a central figure. He is 
one of the three parliamentary aecre* 
caries, the other two being Oscar 
Fernandes and Ahmad Patel. But due 
to his close relations with the Prime 
Minister, he is the one most popular* 
i> known. He is a personal friend of 
Rajiv Gandhi from his schooldays. 
Such is his proximity to the ^ime 
Minister that when the latter de¬ 
cided to take e holiday along with his 
family and retire to a forest resort in 
Madhya Pradesh ih March, Arun 
Singh and his wife Nina Singh (who is 
friendly with Sonia Gandhi) also 
went along. Arun Nehru, the minister 
of stete for power, is not as powerful 
as Arun Singh. Mrs Gandhi’s (rusted 
politicel aide, Makhan Cal Fotedar 
(oo has a say in parry matters When 
he was elected to the Rajya Sabha 
recently, there were rumours that 
Fotedar was on his way out. But (he 
fact was that by nominating him for a 
Rajya Sabha ticket. Rajiv Gandhi 
was only ensuring that his political 
adviser had better facilities in Delhi. 
After the 1980 elections. Sanjay Gan* 
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Sikkim: Dormant Secessiontsm 


A n uneasy calm prcvaiK in Sik 
kim today, beneath appa¬ 
rent iranquiUity. A decade after its 
emergence as the 22 nd state of 
India, the Himalayan state con* 
tmues to be haunted by an *'idenii 
ty crisis" that has a different mean 
ing fur different groups, though the 
question of a Jecnerger is no longer 
avidly pursued. 

The people of Sikkim, particular 
ly the BhuiiaLepcha lommuniiy, 
would like the present Cluigyal, 
Wanftchuk Kam|;yul. who was con 
secraied av the I3ih Chogyal in 
1982. to come out m the open and 
lead them Bui,Waiigchuk says,he is 
not imyrvsied in juinina p<>litics. 
Sources close to him maintain That 
he may have some emoiiunal 
attachment to the Nava Sikkim Par 
ly. which IV vurrenily lulvocaring 
ihe causi» uf h ilemerger, hut he 
refuses tv either advise oj finance 
them. The palacv supporter's had 
once done so with the present chief 
minister. Nar B.ihatlur BhaiuJari. 
then of the Sikkim Janaia Panshud. 
and had been let down. After hav> 
ing swept the elect h ms largely un 
the demerger isciu*. Khandari 
dumped both the issue and the 
Chogyal at the aliar of imlitical 
exigency The Nava Sikkim 
Parishad. created bv Captain 
lAangda. an offuer uf the lute 
ChogyuTs dish.inded Sikkim 
Guards, aims at restoring direct 
rule by the Chugyal in ihe future, h 
is reported that a leader of the 
Naya Sikkim Parly, who enjoys 
burning the Indian flag and dis¬ 


figuring portraits uf Indira (iaiiillii. 
had met come AnK'nian sonvoors 
just before the Decomber i».m' 
liamemary eleclioos. Besides, ihe 
Chinese stand which continues to 
refer to Sikkim as a "country" luels 
the lingering dream of suih ele- 
mems. 

While such incidents can be de 
scribed as portentous, reading Iik> 
much moaning inio them may alMi 
he misleading for ihe simple lea^on 
that |>«nple in this stale are more 
concerned :ibuut lie mg swamped bv 
'out side re* than ihc political croius 
of Sikkim The iilioriginai B hut in- 
l.c|K.hac are haunted hv a fear ot 
living oiiiiiumbered hv the Nepali^, 
especially from the neighbouring 
Darjeeling hills and more recent Iv 
by pauple from Hiluir. Rainsth.in 
and Uttar Pradt-sh. In tiici, tho 
allegation that Rhandari hiis umas 
sed huge sums of niunev lias only 
led lo appiehensnms among ihe 
Uhutia loipchas who ivel 'hat this 
would help Bhamlari ujiisolidate 
Ihe poliiiciii iMse of the Nepabs in 
Ihe slate. The eleciion o| the firsi 
ever plainsman. Balachand .Sarda, 
in the Uifit Assenihly elec lions bus 
added !<» this fear. 

Rbandari, hnwtver. is trying in 
balance the Nepali^ and the Bluitiii 
Lepchas in a stale whme pro|)li are 
cimvinced ihni no national panv 
can win an electiun, “Having 
merged, wt do not want to he 
submerged." is giaduHlls becoming 
more of a political rule than on 
exception 
Tapaah Mvk/mrlt 


dh) had decided that AlCCfl) office¬ 
bearers of the rank of general secret* 
ary should be accommodated in the 
Rajya Babha so that they could get 
an official bungalow, telephone and 
other amenities. (Later some AICC(I) 
joint secretaries too were accommo¬ 
dated In the Rajya Sabha on the 
same principle]. Besides • Oscar Fer¬ 
nandes too is an important personal¬ 
ity in the capital's power equation. 

And the buck stops there. No party 
general secretary or cabinet minister 
is included in the ruling caucus to¬ 
day. This is a major cause of discon¬ 
tent among Congressmen. 

It may be argued that if there is 
discontent in the Congress(l), why 
does it not come out in the open? The 
AlCC(Il session held in Delhi.in early 
May, did indeed see some criticism of 
the official resolutions, but the pow¬ 
er centre was not attacked directly. 
The psyche of the Congressman over 
the last decade and a half hoi been 
oriented towards sycophancy. The 
removal of Vasantdada Patil as the 
chief minister of Maharashtra was a 
rash step. It only revealed the discon¬ 
tent in the party. By and large, 
partymen were unhappy with the 
modus operand/ being adopted in 
Maharashtra SharaJ Pawar had 
been a young Congress leader in that 
state. He had been initially propped 
up by the late Y.B. Chavnn, Cnngresv 
men cannot forget thar irt the days 
when Indira Gandhi was out ol pow 
er, Sharad Pawar had headed a coali¬ 
tion government with the Janata Par¬ 
ty. Asked to choose between Pawar 
and Vasantdada Patil. the partymen 
preferred Patil, who had been an 
AlCCcll general secretary in the days 
when Sharad Pawar enjoyed power 
outside the Congress* fold The in* 
accessibility ot Arun Singh, however, 
seems to be restricted only tn Con¬ 
gressmen. His sudden appearance at 
a dinner hosted by a Congress! S) MP 
a month ago created a flutter among 
the ruling party MPs. When Vasani- 
dada Patil resigned, he won kudos 
from most partymen. In one stroke 
he had foiled the plans of the leader 
of the opposition in Maharashtra as 
the chief minister of the state. Con 
gressmen may be submissive, but 
even submission has a limit. If party 
tickets are denied to leaders, if meet¬ 
ings are not passible with the powers 
that be. then submission cannot be 
sustain^ for long. The very fact that 
^vajirao Patil Nilangekar, the new 
Maharashtra chief minister, was 
''weeded out” when Assembly likkeis 
were given, shows the arbitrariness 
of the high command's decisions. 

The discontent in Assam bad seen 
the sudden departure of organised 
politicel groups. The students of 
Assam, orga"^’^ under the banner 


nf All Assam Students Union r AASUl 
and the ma^Mib of Assam under the 
banner of the All Assam Gana San 
gram Parishad (AACSP) have chal* 
lenged the very existence of orga¬ 
nist parties in the Male. In Punjab, 
loo. Ihe iraiiitional leadership of the 
Akali Dal has been challenged by 
Baba Joginder Singh, a non-entity 
until a vear ago. when suddenly the 
world came to know of him as the 
father of the late Jarnail Sir.gh bnin- 
dranwale. In Gujarat too, dlsconieni 
is not being organised by traditional 
political organisations. The victorvof 
the Shiv Sma in Bombay has shown 
that national political parties have 
not baex> able to cue any ice with the 
electorate of the country's most mod¬ 
ern and alert oietropolis Bombay 
had been the centre oi disorganised 
discontent earlier, too. 1 *he emerg¬ 
ence of Dana Samant a> 'he militant 
trade union leader of the city had 


made uM the ri>ntral tradv unjon 
organi^itioTis irrelevunt With the 
mishandling of Aiidhia Pradesh 
by the Congress high cummand till 
1982. N T. Rama Fao. hitherto a 
political nvn-entUy, emer,a«d as ihv 
leader of the Tolugii people The 
discontent of the summei of 198S hos 
another dimensional Hat ol a genera¬ 
tion gap.With RajivGandhiaiiht’hclm 
of uffairs.t he genet ution winch uh^ 
horn around the time India attained 
Ireedom has taken uver the reins in 
India. This is the generation which is 
preparing to take the country into 
the twenty-first ceniuiy. The genera¬ 
tion which ruled the country till last 
year Is refusing to bow out graceful¬ 
ly. And the intervening Mriod .be¬ 
tween the rule of one geo^tion and 
the lekeover by the next,is bound to 
create diKontent—which i$ whg( we 
see todav. 

MhottadmyM. Now Ml' 








Punjab: Terrorism on the Rise 


After the recent wave a/violence, the Pun/ab problem is nowhere near a solution 


Punjab since 1980 and most of them of Bhindranwale. Says Harbir Singh 
are followers of the Akah DaJ, Their Bhanwar. a Sikh intellectual and 
aim is lo force the centre to accept journalist. **The Nirankari*Sikh clash 
the demands put forward by (ha marked the beginning of (arronstn in 
Akali Dal. The Punjab administra- Punjab. The Sikhs believed that the 
lion is certain that activities of government was siding with the 
the extremists would come to an end Nirankans to crush their common* 
as soon as thefiovernmem arrives at ity." Interestingly, at that time Pra* 
an understanding with the Akalis. kash Singh Badal was heading the 
^But what is bothering us are the Akali janata coalition in Punjab, 
terrorists.** said an intelligence offii The Sikhs today find Rajiv Gandhi, 
er who wished to remain unnamed, nu better than his mother. They 
''The terrorists have no religion and .1 liege that he Is responsible for the 
all they are interested in is 10 estab* killing of "thousands of innocent 
lish a new nation. Khalistan. ui be Sikhs—men. women and children— 
precise.** m the November riots." They may 

The beginnings of rhe Punjab nut openly talk about Khalistan but 
agitation can be traced to a seeming, they are certainly dreaming of a 
ly innocuous incident which took separate Sikh state, 
place on Baisakhi day. U April. 1978. With Punjab now • virtual police 

On that day the Nihangs. including state, the army, the para military 
followers of Bhindranwale. clashed forces and the Punjab Police have 
with the Nirankaris at the Railway converted an otherwise curable dis* 
Stadium in Amritsar leaving 16 peo* ease into a cancer. The government 
pie killed. Of them 13 were followers claimed that Operation Woodrose— 


MINuni Mhh youths la AmrMiar 


S am Jarnail Singh Bhindran* 
wule is dead bu' (he philos» 
l>hy of violence that he 
jiivached continues to in* 
spirv the youth uf Punjab. Although 
Indtra Gandhi succeed^ in crushing 
him hy sending trcMips into the Col* 
den Tempfe last year, once dead he 
grew even more powerful and 
dangernus thun when he was alive. 
Mi.s Cundhi was assassinated. Today, 
her son Rajiv Gandhi has inherited a 
prciblvm for more complex. As a 
Pimjnh w;itchcr put it, "The fight in 
Punjab IS no more between the ter 
rorisis and rhe government." What 
starred off us an agnation to coerce 
rhe centre to concede a couple of 
regional demands has become a uni* 
(|uv rcllglu'pulitical issue. With the 
agiui ionises and their leaders un 
sure of rheir own demands, (he situa* 
tion Is more confusing. 

The government too 1 $ ermfused. 
l^xtremists heve been operating in 




the Riopping'Up operations by the 
army to apprehend extremisrs. aher 
Operation Bbestar broke the back* 
bone of the terrorists in Punjab. The 
truth is that during such operations, 
(he army harassed, humiliated and 
kept in illegal custody a large num¬ 
ber of innocent Sikhs, a majority of 
them youths from the villages. Offi- 
cial sources disclosed to StNOAV that 
the army personnel relied on mere 
hearsay while arresting people A 
majority of the Sikhs arrested and 
kept in custody for months by the 
army after Operation Bluestar were 
actually innocents. Such an action by 
the army alienated the Sikh cum* 
mumty. Moreover, reports started 
pouring in that innocent Sikh youths 
were being faI^«ly implicated in cn* 
minal cases involving the killing of 
Hindus, bomb blasts and arson. The 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) and the Punjab Police have 
alsu angered the Sikhs All through* 
out the CRPP has been blaionilv 
pro*Hindu and inti Sikh The Akaii 
Do! has rime and aguin demanded 
the withdrawal of the CRPF from 
Punjuh. The Punjab Putive u still 
buAy killing Sikh extiemists m fake 
ehcuunlers. 

As things stand t'iduy. there is no 
sign of an end to terrorism in Puniab 
The sentiments of (he Sikh youth 
against the government js still too 
strong. Py and large, the Sikh com 
muiiity Feels tlut it is being discri¬ 
minated against in India The army 
action in the Gulden Temple, the 
destruction of the Akal Takht and 
the November riots have alienated 
(he Sikhs from the national main¬ 
stream. The extremists want to con 
tinue their tirade against the ** Hindu 
strksr" and (he ttn known terrorists 
operating under the command of 
Pakistan and America will continue 
to indulge in bomb blasts and kill 
innocents, irresj^ciive of the com* 
mumty involved in breaking up India 
and in the eventuality create a sepa¬ 
rate Sikh state. Says Cunbir Singh a 
young industrialist from Amritsar. 
**Tbere was an increase in the num¬ 
ber of extremists in Punjab during 
the last one year. The reason i« 
mainly the harassment of innocent 
Sikhs and torture of Sikh youtbsby 
the police. The forces are encourag¬ 
ing Sikh youths to take to extretn 
ism.” Mubarak Singh, a senior Jana 
ta Party leader of Punjab, feels that 
the best way to curb extremism is to 
educate the general public. But the 
remedy does not sound very convinc¬ 
ing, A senior Punjab government 
officer was of the view that extrem¬ 
ism and terroi ism would end only if a 
solution to the Punjab tangle was 
found. 

SanjMv Aaur. AtwAaaf 
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Haryana: State of Tension 

If up north in Jammu and Kashmir to Chondigarh to »tudy. Education, 
lit has played havor w’ilh the eco* though not exactly uf the highest 
nomy. the tunnoU in Punjab has standards, was a smooch affair, 
increased communal disharmony in Now, ever the last ihiee years ihi^ 
Hindu dominated Haryana. It had union territory, though spaioil l e* 
taken almost nr> time for the strife current violence, has became a 
in Punjab to spill over into knot of tension. The people live 
Haryana. Haryana forms a major perpetualJv iii fear of sonietliing 
part of what has come to be known happening. When the armed gai i i 
as the ‘Punjab problem,’ The dis* sons come out of their bai iiicks 
pure over Chandigarh and the bor* after sundown, as they hnve been 
dci districts of Abohar and Fazilka fnr the past so many numlhs. the 
as also the fact that till very recent* city takes un a besieged look. Two 
ly Punjab and Haryana were one, cannot ride un scooters and 
hdve added to (he state’s problems, motorcycles, tUiemas do nut luit 
Aitificial Imundanes might have night shows, hidden terror alwayN 
l>een crodied and the administra* lurks At the univeii.it> of Punjab 
lion separated, hut the people re* classes have been disrupted like 
main the winie They react to prob* never before kxamtnutiuns have 

lems in Punjab differently from been scheduled und puNtpoiied.Niu* 

people of other parts ol the coun* dc>nts have gono l<> the examinaimn 
try. And in this case, the reaction hall wiih tuifew pusses in hand, 

has been one of angei and retalia* Many of them will lie retuniirig to 

tion. Haryana, as far as the Punjab their native states this year 1<> con* 
(iroblem is concerned, has come lo tinue their education. Chandigarh 
be known as ihe ‘backlash stale,’ is no longer the students’ hftven 
Indeed political analysts feel that Nur it Haryana the turiile letriiury 
Haryana has stoked the fire of fur husmott and enterprise that it 
terrorism in the region bv returning once was. 

Violence with vin 1 vnee and thus Other pa11s of Hary.ina hiiw 1 1m e 
inviting rinaliation till it has all and again been convulsed with 
become a vicious circle spasms of violence, the worst of 

It has been rolling on its ruinous which was witnessed only letently 
path perhaps ever since November qr jo and 11 May when series of 
1982 when hordes of Akali agUa l>omb blasts shook Susa, Hisvar. 
tors, determined to disrupt the Sadhaura and AmhaU. sending 
ninth Asian Games being held in shock waves ihiaughout rhe Kt.iie. 
New Delhi, were held ai different More* than twenty wcic killed and 
points in Haryana, iii a clever joint the security mechanism had in ho 
manoeuvre bv the centre and brought an more heavily. Piohibi 
Haryana chief minister Bhajan Lnl. tory urdei s wei e imposed, the 
Mum on the Akali demands in the polite were plated on red alert, 
beginning, it was Bhajan Lai who in tenxiDii returned to rhe border wiih 
the posi-AsMd days has wielded the Punjab and the Haryana Roadways, 
iron fist on .Sikh extremism in the which has borne tht brum iif the 
state. But. as at several other places violence, had to onto again suspend 
in (he country, it degenerated into its night services. A lull Follriwed 
indiscriminate viulence against and then another scare; on May 
Sikhs, the burning down uf gurd- four armed Sikh youths attempted 
wares, stray attacks on Sikhs, loot* to hijack a bus travelling by night 
ing and destruction of their proper* from Hissar to Ambala. Their 
ly. The moment something hap- attempt was foiled hut the damage 
pened to Hindus In Punjab, was done: suspicion was even more 
Haryana was ready with a reply, firmly implanted into the minds of 
And when violence was missing, rhe ihc people. 

more dangerous enemy emerged: Haryana has known no peace 

hatred and mutual suspicion, creat* since the beginning of the troubles 
ing gaping cracks in the social fab* in Punjab. People have not led 
ric of the state. nonnal lives f<ir months together. 

Chandigarh used ro be known as And they live with little hope of 
(he ‘peaceful city.' life there verged normalcy returning in the near fu- 
almost on dullness. Students from (ure. Instead of ebbing, the tide of 
other parts of (be country, where terror only seems to be gathering 
university education entailed re* force, 
current strikes and closures, came ttank—hm Thakur 






“Come Immediately. We are Going to the 
Gujarat Samachar Office to Avenge 

What They Have Done to Us. 

Come Immediately with the Vans” 


With these words, the Gujarat police ottocked the office o/Gujarat Samachar, adding 

another dimension to the violence in the state 


ii 


ome immediiteky. W« 
«re foing to the Cujv9t 
Stmaehar office to 
avenge what they have 
done to ui. Tbli ii what (hey will get 
for opposing us Come iRiuiedtaieky 
with the vani.^ The voice rasped out 
an order on the police wireless in 
Ahmedabad in the afternoon of 22 
April. Over the cackle of the static 
came the instruction to Uwncb an 
attack on the offices and the press of 
Gujartit Samachar, an outspoken cri* 
tic of the police and chief minister 
Madhavsinh Solanki. Shortly after 
wards, the newspaper's office pre* 
mises in the Khanpur area ware set 
on fire. This was followed ^ an 
attack on the building by a mob of 
unidentified people. All through ibe 
day, the city's policemen were on the 
rampage in other parts of the city. A 


frightening dimension had been 
added to the social strife that was 
rocking Ahmedabed for the last lOS 
days. There were also numerous com- 
plaints of police excesses end that 
they had abetted attacks by gocndas 
at the time communal violence had 
broken out. The government has 
turned a Nelson's eye to all this, 
confounding suspkiofis about its role 
in (he affair. 

Today, Ahnedabad, with a poputa* 
tion of 2.S million, can easily claim a 
place of prominence on India's map 
of trouble spots. The city has witnes* 
sed not only Hindu'MusUm nets and 
violence between upper castes and 
lower castes but also poUcamen 
going beserk The worst Hindu- 
Muslim hots in India after Independ¬ 
ence had broken out in this city in 
1969, cliuning more than a thousand 
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lives. In 1974, the city witnesaed the 
Niv Nirman Movement, primarily an 
uprising of the urban middle classas. 
U was nihilist in political comple* 
xion. Tha first antl-reaarvation riou 
erupted in Ahmedabad in 1981 as an 
axpression of upper ceste hetred for 
the backwerd classas. But since 
Pebruvy this year, tha city has be* 
coma a thaatre of communal and 
casta-violcnce. 

Since the year 1969, when (he 
Congress split for the first time after 
independence, politicians have been 
increasingly depending upon lumpen 
elements for muttering gressroot 
support. This has affected the city’s 
social fabric The lumpen elements 
have a stranglehold over various 
communities, and can easily provoka 
them into a violent confrontation 
with each other Simultaneously, the 
economic condition of tha poor and 
middle classes has been steadily 
worsening. To add to their woes, 
there is a shortage of jobs and hous¬ 
ing. The latest round of strife, which 
has al reedy claimed some 126 lives in 
the city over the pest 100 days, has 
baffled both aocial acienhsts and 
ordinary people ilike. Sunoav spoke 
to a num w of peoplaj^epresenting a 
crosssection of iMiety, sbout the 
violence. Most people tended u 
blame politicians for the mess and 
did not know of any solution to the 
problem. More important, AhiMda- 
bad now feels very insecure. 

it has become i city of peradoxes. 
The Sabarmati divides the dty be¬ 
tween the modem Ahmedatud, on 
the west bank and the medtevel city 
on the east bank, with indusrrlil 
Ahmedabad farther east. Tha wan 
bank suburbs have wide roeda, mod* 
an (hope, buildinp exquisitely de¬ 
signed by renown^ architects like 
^ Corbusier end Lois Kahn but 
inhabited by people who are con¬ 
servative. The walled city on the 
Mitem bank, mora than flvMhd-a- 
half centuries old. hat narrow, wind* 
ing lanes, small, crowded houses and 
it also inhabited by conservative pee* 
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pie. In (he industrial areas, poverty is 
writ large—diniy slums, over* 
crowded chawls, widespread jobless¬ 
ness, poor civic imenities, and a 
population drawn not only from va* 
nous parts of Gujarat but also from 
different pans of the country. It is 
only a few kilometres away from the 
well'laid avenues of the west bank, 
but economically, far away, in spite 
of the substantial wealth generated 
by industry, trade and commerce in 
Ahmedabad as a whole, poverty is 
all.pervading. A census of slums 
some years ago estimated that nearly 
half of the city's people lived in 
slums and squatter settlements or 
dwellings which were not much bet> 
ter. Almost one-third of the slum* 
dwellers had an income of about Rs 
200 to Rs 2S0 and more than half got 
between Rs 200 and Rs 400 a year. 
Many of them worked in the unorga* 
nised sector of the economy where 
hours of work are long and wages low 
and unregulated by any labour laws. 

The city has about l.S lakh people 
working in the 60*odd textile mills, 
getting wages that are much better 
than in the unorganised sector. But 
the large site of families and infla¬ 
tion has also affected their living 
conditions. Nearly 30.000 regular 
millhands are also out of jobs owing 
to the closure of soma mills. Many 
substitute vrorkers, who got irregu* 
lar, but frequent employment m the 
mills have become jobless. Accord* 
ing to a study by Prof. Mahesh Bhatt 
and V.K. Chawda soma years ago, 
five out of every ten citisens of 
Ahmedabad live in houses resemb¬ 
ling slums. The average sue of a 
family was around 5.6 persons. In 
most families. *he mam source of 
livelihood was a manual job like 
pulling a handcart Uden with goods. 
Another 15.7 per cent were in textile 
mills and other factories, and about 
10.5 per cent in government jobs at 
the lowest level. Sixty per cent of the 
slum-dwellers were self-employed 
At the same time, Gujarat has seen a 

' lot of economic development, unoer 

I lined by speedy urbanisation. In the 
decade between 1951 and 1961, the 
population in Gujarat increased by 
2$.B8 per cent, with the rural popula. 
tion growing by 29.42 per cent and 
the urban population by only 20.07 
par cent. This trend was reversed 
heavily over the past two decades. In 
1961-Tl. the rural population grew by 
25.3 per cent and urban by 41 per 
cent, and in 1971 *81 by 21.89 per cent 
and 40.82 per cent respectively. 
Ahmeda^d's population increased 
by 44 per cent between 1971 and 
1981. Uttracy was as high as 61 per 
cent. 

But the brisk pace ol industrial 
devglopnent in Gujarat, especially 
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after the formauon of the unihngual 
state in I960, brought about a drama 
tic change. In I960, workers in lex. 
tiles and related industries were a 
good 75.5 per cent of .1.10 lakh work- 
force in the siaie. with a heavy 
concentration of them in this city. By 
1977. the proportion of textile work¬ 
ers fell to 48 per cent of an industrial 
labour force of 5 63 lakhs. On the 
other hand, the proportion of work, 
ers in the chemical and engineering 
industries ruse to 19 and ]g per cent 
of (he stale's work*force respectively, 
almost double iha( of what It was 17 
years ago. Ahmedabad district alone 
accouAied for 4P per tent of the 
labour force in the state. In spite of 
this dominance, it would be wrong to 
assume that the textile industry 
alone is the backbone of the city's 
economy. Some years ago a detailed 
study of the situation In Ahmedabad 
by Dr T.S. Papola found that the 
informal sector—which means jobs 
in (he unorganised sector and self- 
employed perrons—formed 46.5 per 
cent of the work-force in Ahmeda- 
bad but contributed only 28 per cent 
of the total domestic pr^uct here. A 
lot of people were working in pom 
jobs, earning pittances and livirut in 
penury. One more revealing aspec* 
of the slum situation In Ahmedabad 
till a few yean ago is (bat nearly 51 
per cent neither paid for nor owned 
the land on which their huts stood A 
srudy by B.B. Patel found that 47 per 
cent of the slum^welleis paid rent. 

Tbe decline in the importance of 
textiles in general and tim setting in 
<df bad days for the mills in the past 
few years has thrown a lot of pe^le 
into the unorganised sector for jobs. 
Already a large number of people 
were migrating into tbe city every 


year. The migration, according to 
Prof. Previn Sheth of Gujarat uni¬ 
versity. took on a different comple¬ 
xion since the 1950t. Until then peo¬ 
ple from nearby districts, a majority 
of then Patels, came to the city. 
Since the formation of Gujarat and 
(he development of chemical and 
engineering industries, many others 
from Gujarat and outside the state 
came to Ahmedabad. The non- 
Gujarati workers settled m the east¬ 
ern industrial areas and distant sub. 
urbs in the west. North Indians live 
in a large number in the eastern 
suburbs, while the Patels are in a 
large number in Usmanpura, Nav* 
ringpura. Naranpura while Jains are 
predominant in Paldi, Ellisbridge 
and in older village localities of 
Madulpur, Navrangpura and Naran¬ 
pura as well. Prof. Sheth estimated 
(hat in Ahmedabad about five per 
cent of the people are from the Patel 
(Patidar) community, 15 per cent are 
Muslims and another 15 per cent 
harijans and backward classes. 


A ccording to Achyut Yagnik, a 
social worker, the decline in the 
fortunes of the textile industry led to 
economic hardship for two sections 
of Ahmedabad's population, the Mus 
lins and the harijans, because 
together they formed nearly one- 
third of the work-force in textile 
mills ID the city when they were 
prospering. At one stage, about 
50,000 were jobless, which meant 
about five lakh, in all, had been 
badly hit by the textile crisis. 
Although some mills had reopened, 
there were complaints from the Mus¬ 
lims and harijans that (hey did not 
get preference in reemployment. 
Officials denied there was any discri- 






fflination igiinst these two sections, 
but both Muslims end harijans 
strongly felt that if a job was avail* 
able after reopenicis oi a mill, they 
were unlikely to get it. Again as Prof. 
Papola foun^ the unorganised sector 
did not serve as a newcomers* step* 
piog stone CO jobs in the organised 
sector, instead it swelled the ranks of 
unemployed in the eastern suburbs. 

Mr Yagnik felt that the distonion 
in the economy brought about by 
industrial growth on capitalistic 
lines^joblessneas and rising ccuD' 
petition for both a job and a shel¬ 
ter—<oniributed to social tensions 
among the poor. This economic pro¬ 
cess was accompanied by the "chmi* 
nallsation'* of politics. Since the Con* 
grass split, political parties in the 
formal sense were in a state of flux. 
The old power strucrures like coop 
eracives. Aihremshaias, various sp 
cial service organisations, which 
were serving as mass support-props 
for the old Congress were not active 
after the split. Elespiie their short¬ 
comings. these had Mrved well in 
providing a base for political suste¬ 
nance and ttobUlsacion of people 


elements for filling m the gap 
because the aim was always to win 
elections. 

A number of people noted that 
even the Congre^l) which had re¬ 
cently won 149 of the 182 Assembly 
seats and 24 out of the 26 Lok Sabha 
seats in Gujarat did not have a 
vrelJ-defined mass base with an orga¬ 
nisational wing nursing it. Tlie 
trauma of the 1974 Nav Mirman 
movement and the subaequent com¬ 
ing to power of the Janata front 
ministry of Babubhai Patel in 1975 


caused the CoBgre$s(I) to hastily 
attempt to woo a potential power 
base among the Icshatriyas. harijans, 
adivasis and Muslims, in what was 
later dubbed as the KHAM theory. 
These classes together had more 
than 70 per cent of the electorate and 
ensured a smooth victory for the 
Congrcssfl) in 1960. But in the cob¬ 
bling up of the KHAM strategy, the 
Congressfl) brought about an up 
heaval that had far-reaching social 
implications. When Madhavsinh 
Solanki became chief minister in 
1980. he was the first person frmn 
among the non-Pandar, non-Brahmin 
section of society to occupy such • 
position. When Gujarat came into 
being, it was initially ruled by a small 
elite drawn from among f^bnins 
and banias. For the first few years 
after Gujarat became a separate 
state, this dominance .of brahmins 
and banias was resented also by the 
Patels, who form about 22 percent of 
the population. Analysing the emerg¬ 
ence oi kshatriyas and other castes in 
the J9u0.pibUs> B.C. Shah, a social 
scientist.* noted that if the history of 
thc.Jirst two decodes of posi- 


banias for establishing their sup 
remacy, the oeai two decades are 
going to witness a bitter power strug¬ 
gle between the Patidars and the 
kshatriya." 

’The KHAM strategy came in very 
handy for the Coagressil) as well as 
the kshairiyas. who form around 40 
to 50 per cent of the population. 
When it was put together, the KHAM 
strategy provided the Congress (I) 
with a mass base, held together by 
the fact that most of iu supporters 
were bave'nots. But it also bad’eas- 


teist hues, as old-time Congressmen 
in the ruling party like Ratubhai 
Adani were quick to realise. They 
eventually left the party. Even 
among the proponents of the KHAM 
crocks developed, with a diuident 
group finally emerging under the 
leadership of Jinabhai Darji. one¬ 
time poUocal guru of Mr Solanki and 
one of ^e architects of the strategy. 

Why has the Abroedabad society 
become so vulnerable that riots 
occur like this? Again, no single 
answer is available. Some people see 
it as a result of life becoming more 
and more difficult, plus the absence 
of a leftist movement in the city. 
Among the larger cities. Ahmedabad 
probably is uniqua where no signifi¬ 
cant leftist ideology has flourished 
even an a limited wey. The two com¬ 
munist perries have a presence, but 
they are not very effective. ‘*We have 
no progressive middle class like in 
Maharashtra.” said Mr Yagnik. The 
conservatism of thi people resulted 
in closing of the raaks in different 
castes. It was not that banias or 
Patels did not exploit their own 
clansmen, but when dangen like the 
reservation quota hike loomed large, 
even in imagination, the communi¬ 
ties united. The lack of growth of % 
raiionaUsi movement was accompa¬ 
nied by the heightening of religious 
fervour all round, both among the 
Hindus and Muslims. 

It was argued by these people that 
such a society was prone to gel 
worked up emotionally and when 
agitations really got under way, they 
tended to draw sustenance from suc¬ 
cessive emotional issues even as the 
original issues were forgotten for a 
while. Although it has been a stir 
against the reservation quota hike, 
the current agitation has drawn a lot 
of strength from the angry reaction 
of the people against police inaction, 
police excesses, killing of a police 
sub-inspector and of a little girl and 
the failure of the government in 
ending the strife. 

What are the prospects for the 
future? **’rhey appear bleak to me,** 
said Babubhai Patel, former chief 
minister, who was pained to see 
secularism oo the decline. As Mr 
Patel pointed out. really rpeaking. 
the current agitation—either for the 
reservations or against them—was 
needless. 'The backward classes 
together have 31 per cent (reserva¬ 
tion) DOW, hut half of this was util¬ 
ised. The need is to help these Claeses 
to utilise more scats. Sioiilarly, if the 
existing quotas were not being used, 
there was no need for the upper 
castes to feel threatened about the 
increases in quota. And still there Is 
a marathon violent agitation.* 



during the elections. When these 
were not available, political parties 
of various hues turned to lumpen 


dependence Congress rule in Ou* 
r Jarat *is nothing but the story of the 
struggle waged by the Pacidars 
(Patels) against the brahmins and 










It's true! The very $eme lyres (hai you use on 
cityroads, are repearedly lesied by MRf on 
race and raity tracks around the country 

There s a simple reason why On a raoe'track a 
tyre IS suDiecteo to severe torture and strain In 
just SIX hours on the track, a tyre goes through 
more lhan hall its hie. Something (hat would 
take more lhan a year on a city road. 

Which means we gel our test results that much 
taster. Ar^O you get an improved product that 
much quicker* 

It s a testing technique developed bv our 
collaborators 8 F Goodrich of me UoA. people 
who build tyres tor the NASA Space Shuitle 
prog ram me. 

A hd SI nee M f tes is city tyres on i he race-i rack, 
you can bo sure ihal when we wm. you too are 
wi nmng. Wit h tyres that are setting new standards ai th< 
for g ri p, fia nd i ing. mileage, durabil ity and a near tech n 
staying power etectri 
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AI the end ot the race, it s over to the MRf 
techrtocians- Testing tor heat buticPuo in a tyre with an 
•lecironic oyromeler 


Tfie race-tracti Is our laboratory. 
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Shirtings 


From Vimal arnws an outstamfcog 


range of shirthgs. With some truly 
oulstaf>ding features. Uke natural 
fibre texture Uke openw^ 
breathir^’ pattemi rKh 
intemational choice of eutuisite 

blends. Uke the rare elegance of Slk. 

L ike the natural comfort of Linen. 


And that $ ]ust the begnrwig. 


The amazirtg range is almost 
en^e» In plains, checks, stripes 
and pnnts. Over)000original 
desigrts and compuKr* 
matched colour cocnbnabons. 

A choice only Vimal can offer.. 
every moreh 


Another 1000 original 
designs af)d colour combination* 
coining up. Next month. 
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Why settle for shadows 
When you can have new shades 



You don't buy furniture that fades Into your walle 
So wl^ do U In your bathroom? 

By blending the colour of your lanitarywarc vAXh 
the colour of your bathroom svalls... you arc losing 
out on their beauty 

Now you have the option of using santtaryware 
(hat contrasts beautifully with your walls. 

Cera-sanitaryware that comes in 30 marvellous 
shaHes> to ^ve your bathroom endless mindblowing 
combinations 

Cera*sanitaryware to colour your fancies. 

Madhusudan Ceramics 

' An kur Building* 

^ p D a Near Dinbai Tower 
Miriapur Road 

ViTRbOUS Ahmadabad 380001 
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Delhi: An Uneasy Calm 


The November onti-Sikh riots and the recent bomb blasts leave their scars on DeJhi 


F rom the murder of Nirenkeri I nised terror at its best: Bhtadran- 
Babe Gurbechan Sinsh in 1980 to I rhiMrm had trin^lr 


r Babe Gurbechan Singh in 1980 to 
the present phase of organised dis 
rurbence. Delhi has hed its quote of 
Terrorist tension. In these five years 
time and again the menace has 
appeared, once even io the shape of 
Bhindranwele himself who hed come 
crunding to Delhi with his band* 
wagon of followers armed to the 
teeth: the killing of Jetheder San* 
tokh Singh, president of the Delhi 
Gurudwere ^abandbek Committee 
in December 1981. the esseult on the 
gates of Delhi on the eve of the Asian 
games, the protest over the ''mar¬ 
tyrs” of the Taran Taran bus accident 
which culminated in riotirm and fir¬ 
ing at Gurudwara Rakab Ganj near 
Parliament House, murders of other 
Sikh leaders opposed to the cause of 
Bhindranwule. the assassination of 
Mrs Gandhi, the riots that followed 
and then the big revenge of May 
1985. Bombs concealed in transistors 
went off at more than 20 pieces io 
New Delhi on 10 and 11 May killing 
nearly SO and leaving many others 
injured. 1i was an example of orga¬ 


nised terror at its best: Bhindran* 
wale's children had struck again 
almost a year alter Operation Blues* 
ter and six months after the and'Sikh 
violence in November 1984, The mid- 
May outrage, many thought, was a 
vendetta for both. So what began 
essentially u a feud between Akalis 
and Nirankaris disintegrated into 
rank communalism. Nothing could 
stop it going that way. 

When "ghallugbera” began—(he 
Akali’s genocide week—it sent Delhi 
scurrying once again under the wings 
of heavy security. Police set up road¬ 
blocks and checkpoints at night at 
Palam airport, at the two main rail¬ 
way stations in the Capital and at the 
inter-state bus terminus, some of the 
worst hit spots during the May blasts. 
Vigilance was stepped up. In office 
buildings the police posted pickets 
which frisked people going in. Park¬ 
ing in the basements was stopped, 
guards were even placed on duty in 
lavatories. But as it turned out, while 
(he security buildup was awesome, 
“ghiMughara" was a bit of a let-down 
lor ihOae expecting trouble. Atti¬ 



tudes and reactions during the week 
from 1>7 June well underlined the 
extent to which fear had embedded 
itself in the peoples* minds. 

There were sighs of relief at the 
end of the week. But the terrorists 
need never give advance warnings, 
the possibility of future strikes is 
alwsys there. The Delhi police have 
arrested 36 people—most of them 
Sikh youtha-^rom various pans of 
the capital in connection with the 
blasts. They also unearthed in West 
Patel Nagar in central Delhi, a crude 
aciory for manufacturing the transis* 
see bmbs (hat ripped Delhi. But to 
date, they have nor been able to lay 
(heir hands on the real conspirators 
behind the crime. They were able to 
make their wey out in time. Sikh 
intellectual groups of New Delhi 
havecduring the genocide week, €%• 
pressed their determination to pre^ 
serve communal harmony between 
Hindus and Sikhs and pledged (hetm 
selves to unity. But when hes the 
terrorist had anything to do with the 
greater mass of the Sikh population} 
Me has his own centre of activim 
Striking from e tangent with the sole 
purpose of keeping the situetion des* 
tabilised. 

‘'Ghallughera”, from that point of 
view has b^n a failure and even the 
May blasts, which brought death and 
injury to innocents, tagged along a 
welcome signal; the villains behind 
the blasts had failed to provoke a 
commune! backlash, ai obviously 
was theii intention. Harmony be? 
tween the two communities held. But 
how successfully Delhi can keep 
away further forays by terrorists is a 
difficult question to answer. As the 
recent arrests of people concerned 
vrith the May blasts have shown, a lot 
of young Sikhs, some from' weU*oQ 
families, have taken to terrorism. It 
seems to have captured the imagine* 
tion of the Sikh youth. How wide has 
(his network spread? In Delhi, as in 
Chandigarh, insecurity and fear al* 
ways lurk in the corners. Having 
made its gory passage throvt^ 
Haryana, it has now established its 
roots in the capital. And io eradica¬ 
tion, if and when that is dona, will 
require more than the services ot the 
security and intelliunce networks. 
The Bocio-politicel knot of Puniab 
will have to be untied, something 
the: the terrorist attacks are meaet 
to abort. 










Bombay: The Threat From 

Regionalism 


Reservations threaten to become on issue in Maharashtra, too 


E v«r since the Shiv Sena scored its 
briiUant and unexpected victory 
in the Bombay municipal elections, 
there has been apprehension in cer¬ 
tain circles about an outburst of 
parochial skirmishes and communal 
clashes. Pramod Navalkar, the Shiv 
Sena’s journalist turned poUiician, 
disputes this and says, '‘In fact, we 
are thinking of making Rajiv Gandhi 
the president uf the Shiv Sena be¬ 
cause he has fallen in line with our 
thinking. Mr Gandhi has said that the 
influx into Delhi should be stopped.*' 
Iliere have been several instances, 
savs Kavelkar, where ’‘we have had 
alJianceb with the Congress! t) and 
opposition parties, and at that lime 
no one spoke about regionalism and 
parochialism. Why is it that because 
the Shiv Sena was isolated and won 
the corporation eleciions on its own 
that thm fears are being voiced? We 
have talked of stopping the influx 


and have also calked of cut-off years. 
This does not mean that we can put 
this into action, but we can certainly 
reverse the trend. We can discourage 
people from flocking lo Bombay, You 
must remember, we are nationalists 
first and then regional. We would 
disband the Sena if the nation’s in¬ 
terest demanded it.” 

The Sena's mayor, Chaggan Bhu 
jbal, discounted the possibility of a 
regional war saying. "We have no¬ 
thing against outsiders. We are pre¬ 
pared to welcome everybody, but 
then the centre must help u$. The 
centre takes Rs 3.000 crores annually 
from Bombay and gives nothing in 
return. The centre it like a Pathan 
who takes his money and does not 
care whether the person lives nr dies, 
as long as he gets his money. There is 
a limit to what Bombay can 
accommodate and after a time it will 


be (he people of Bombay themselves 
who will confront the outsiders." 

The Shiv Sena chief, Bal Thack¬ 
eray, is more direct as he teroes in on 
the problem. He says the police com¬ 
missioner. D.S Soman, has informed 
him that hordes of Bangladeshis are 
leaving Assam and coming to Bom¬ 
bay. Besides, there is a continuous 
influx of people from Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar. Thackeray also says (hare 
are one lakh Pakistanis who have 
overstayed in Bombay xfter expiry of 
their visas. He has called for a com* 
mitiee of cititens to decide on a 
cuc-off dace that may even be a 
Future dale, and says that other state 
governments should take the respon- 
sibiliry of seeing that their people do 
not migrate by providing them jobs 
on the line of the Maharashtra gov* 
ernment's employment guarantee 
scheme, which has significantly re- 












diic«d the inllux from Meh«r«sbtra*$ 
rurel areas into Bombay. 

However, the realities of the situa¬ 
tion are that the people vrho dwell in 
slums are predominantly from the 
lowe^illCome |roups> the Dalits and 
the Muslims. Such a predicament, 
dictated by economic hardship, is 
ripe for anyone wanting to take 
advantage of the simmering dlKon* 
tent.* A relevant development in this 
connection, according to political cir* 
cles, is the alliance forged between 
the Dafjts and the Muslims, headed 
by Prof. Jogendra Kawade and Haji 
Mastan respectively. This organise, 
tion, though maintaining a low pr> 
file at the moment, has l^n growing 
gradually in strength and can pose a 
formidable force against casta Hin* 
dus and other groups should a cor»< 
frontationisi situation develop. 

One such problem could be the 
reservation issue. Maharashtra has 
by and large remained unaffected by 
the anti.reservatlonist stir in neigh¬ 
bouring Gujarat, but this does not 
mean that there is no grievance on 
this issue. A vital section that has 
been adversely affected by the re* 
servatlon policy in Maharashtra is 
the police and at the moment the.e 
discontent has bean channelised 
througKwrit petitions in the Bojhbay 


High Court. 

In addirioo to the nonnal reserva* 
tions. a geoerel resolution Ho. BCC. 
1074-J of 23.5.74 provides 24 per cent 
reservation for $C and STs and de- 
notified and notified tribes at all 
levels till the first promotion to class 
1 service. The result is that a sub* 
inspeaor of police becomes an in* 
spMtor of pdke by virtue of this 
reservation within a service period of 
five years, whereas his colleague 
becomes an inspector after IS years 
of service, lliere are three writ peti* 
tions pending m the Bombay High 
Court challenging the reservation m 
relation to yearly vacancies. In his 
writ petition. Gopalkrishna R. Cha* 
van and three others said if it is 
interpreted to mean reservations in 
relation to yearly vacancies and not 
in relation to cadre strength, then by 
1992 all the 69 posts of assistant 
commissioners of police in Greater 
Bombay would be filled by appoin* 
tees from the backward classes, most 
of whom vmuld be junior to many of 
the inspectors of police Igeneral 
category) by as much as over IS 
years. The petitioners also stated 
that by getting senioriiy. as ACPs 
other high posts will only' I 9 avail¬ 
able to theM backward classes, re¬ 
sulting in gross discrimination to the 


petitioners end other officers and 
leading to further discrimination, 
dissatisfaction and lowering of 
morale of the whole Greater Bombay 
police force and further impairing of 
its efficiency. ACR Cha- 

van and three of his colleagues have 
been named as respondents, besides 
the state government and the direc* 
toT'general of police, three of their 
colleagues who belong 10 the sche* 
duled castes and have become assis¬ 
tant commissioners of police. 

Assistant commissioner of police 
R.K. Sharma (traffic) said that 
though he joined the service 25 years 
ago. those who joined it in 1972 as 
sub>inspecturs have become ACPs in 
198$. He said that of the 72 ACPs in 
Bombay at present. 2$ are from the 
reserve category and only two of 
them are senior to him. What is 
worse, he said, is ihai these juniors 
can retire as deputy inspector gener¬ 
als of police in 2004 A.D. and those 
from the general category can at beat 
retire as junior ACPs. 

Mr Sharma and his colleagues be¬ 
lieve that by not taking this genuina 
problem in hand the government is 
only postponing a solution to the 
problem. The situation is volcanic 
enough. 
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Assam: Old Issues, Fresh Efforts 

_But the AASU*s talks ivith the centre are still making; no headway 


T he foreigners' issue has fnr 
long evoked strong ethnic 
emotions among the 
Assamese. However, much of 
the enthusiasm which marked those 
early days of the movement in 1979 
has now ebbed, as the search for a 
political solution is on. The rigid 
stand of the AASU*AACSP leaders 
who are now in Delhi to have talks 
with central leaders to settle the 
Iftstie has also mellowed 

with the passage of time. The AASU 
leadership has been engaged in talks 
with S. B. Chavan, the union home 
minister.since 16 May, to resolve the 
'foreigners' issue While the student 
leaders have no objections to reuin> 
ing the people who came into Assam 
between 19SI and 1961. a formula for 
dealing with the infiltrators who 
came intu the state between 1961 
and 1971 is ittJI being sought. The 
suggestion that those who entered 
the state between 1967 and 1971 be 
disenfranchised has received the 
leaders'approval. Moreover, there is 
the problem of rehabilitating those 
disenfranchised. Now, the question 
being asked is: Which should be ihe 
cut off year; 1961, 1965 or 1967? 

Another question that is being 
asked in Assam today is: When will 
elections be held? The past five years 
have witnessed a gradual erosion in 
the impact nf the Assam agitation 
The mass protests snowballed into 
violence and bloody deaths, follow¬ 
ing the Assembly elections which 
brought the Congressil) into power 
in this northeastern state. Today, the 
student leaders maintain that in view 
of the revised electoral rolls, the 
Saikia ministry should be dissolved. 

When the Assam agitabon initially 
began in late 1979. it started as a 
movement against the bohiragotas or 
outsiders. Very soon however, the 
agitation leaders realised that they 
could gain leverage and accaptabil* 
ity among the masses by dropping 
the word 'outsiders.' However, in 
essence, the Assam agitation, espe* 
cially prior to 1983, remained essen¬ 
tially a movement against all outsid* 
erv. The AASU-AACSP leadership 
which spearheaded the mass inove< 
ment received an overwhelming re* 
aponse from the Assamese, who had 
for long been silent sufferers against 
what they felt was a gradual dotruna* 
tion of outsiders in all spheres of life 
in the state. 

Even before independence a broad 
current of sub-nationilism has al* 


ways been prevalent in the Assamese 
society. Much of this strong sense of 
Assamese nationalism came from the 
genuine fear of a minority commun¬ 
ity finding it difficult to take Us 
place in a federal set*up dominated 
by the more populous states of the 
country. Much more important, 
however, were the historical forces 
ei work during the last few centuries. 
Before the advent of the Ahoms >ti 
the 13th century. Assam or more 
specifically Kamarupa, had been an 
integral part of the then Indian main¬ 
stream. There was a constant ex 
change of travellers and scholars 
between ilw kingdom of Kamarupa 
and other Indian slates. Mention of 
expeditions to Kasi or ancient Be* 
nares is found in several ancient 
works. Scholars from other principa¬ 
lities came to the cacred shrine of 
Kamakhya and a two way traffic be¬ 
tween (he kings nf Kamarupa and the 
rest of the northern and eastern 
Indian kingdoms was maintained. 
However, since the coming of the 
Ahons to Assam and their domina¬ 
tion over the land for the next 300 
years or so, this inter-acfion between 
(he people of (he Ahom kingdom and 
the resi of the Indian slates gradual¬ 
ly disappeared. With the Ahom kings 
repulsing (he ariacks by (he Mughal 
armies which were sent to subjugate 
them, Assam and the region re¬ 
mained aloof from events sweeping 
the rest of the Mughal empire. 

The coming of the British to Assam 


once again broke the insularity of the 
region. Howevei, along with (he 
annexation of Assam by the British, 
came a long retinue of Bengali babus 
in the service of the foreign masters. 
The babus naturtUy got the coveted 
jobs in the couns and the administra¬ 
tive services m the state, in tea 
gardens, railways and postal ser* 
vices. L^als started to feel overpo¬ 
wered by the new army of clerks and 
petty officials. One of the most shet 
tering effects of British rule In the 
state was (he compulsory use of Ben¬ 
gal* language in the courts end edu 
ceiM^nil institutions of Assam be¬ 
tween 183S ard1673. This replace¬ 
ment ot the local vernacular by an 
alien language has left an indelible 
mark on the Assamese psyche, cloud¬ 
ing for generatiorn their attitude 
towards Bengalis living in the state. 

While the urban Assamese have 
been resentful oi (he Bengalis, in the 
rural areas there is ■ bias against the 
immigrant Muslims, who came iv 
Assam from former East Taklstan. 
The hard working Muslim peasants 
from Mymensingh and neighbouring 
districts of East Bengal were initially 
encouraged by (he euthorities to 
come iniQ Assam and work the mar¬ 
shy lands into suitable agricultural 
plots. The availability of land, (he 
pressure of population in East Ben¬ 
gal and encouragement by politi* ' 
cians like Sir Sadullah.led to an in¬ 
creasing influx of peasants from East ! 



44 


euaD*Tl«>-HJiM 




Bengal Even afcer Independence Sixties was done under the protec> velopment (>ad been ignored. The 
this inllnx into rural Assam con< tion of Assamese political leaders movement leaders played on these 
tinued and over the years rhe easy- and bureaucrats. To the Congress latent fears of the common people, 
going local peasants resentfully ministers of those days, helping the exaggerating much of them to unto* 
watched the hardworking East Ben* immigrant Muslim to settle in Assam ward proportions and pointing out 
gali immigrants prosper at what they P*td rich dividends, as they fonned a that rhe OKinomic, cultural and poll* 
felt was their expense. vote bank for the parry. Large num tical ills of ihe society was the result 

The Assamese landlord who had bers of Assamese officials helped rhe of the outsiders' domination. The 
once welcomed the Muslim peasant Bengali peasant* to settle in the land common man too found a willing 
to work on his land, is today in for a small fee. Today, these very scapegoat to account for his declin* 
creasingly apprehensive of the Im* people who are now retired govern* ing fortunes. A strong regional bias 
migrants. The {worer local peasants ment servants, are staunch supper- was built up in the state against 
are today joining forces with the ters of the agitation and blame the outsiders, especially the Bengali Hin* 
landlords in the fear of being over- politicians for selling their land to dus, and for the first time also 
run by the immigrants. With land foreigners. The Congress politicians, against the immigrant Muslims. Mass 
becoming more and more scarce and dependent as they were on the Mus- hysteria was so well evoked that the 
the once reasonably well to-do local lim vote bank, made it a point to get simple A^^amesu villager felt that by 
peasants feeling the pinch of riling them registered as voters and as a killing the minorities, he was doing a 
prices, resentment a^inst the im- consequence the electoral rolls are patriotic act for his state. The agita- 
migrants had been building up to an today replete with names of alleged cion leaders were able to project 
all time high. foreign nationals, though by virrue of themselves as new messiahs. ready to 

Thus, when the AASU<AAGSP call living here for generations most of lead the people to a better future, 
to throw out the foreign nationals these people have become Indian However, today in the aftermath of 
from the land was given, it found a cititens. Tht people of Assam also the traumatic violent Assembly elec* 
ready echo in the hearts of the fell that with the entry of immigrant tion and tha flush of generous funds 
peasantry. The Assamese peasant Muslims into the voters’ tuts, the from the camre, much of the move* 
who is as emotional as his urban political power in the state was gra* mem's porenev has been lost* De* 
cousin, responded enthusiastically to dually slipping out of the hands of spita the strong regiuna) feelings still 
the agitation programmes. In fact, it the traditional Brahmins and upper prevalent, it doubtful if in the 
is in tha rural areas where the villa- castes. coming elections in Assam a regional 

ger was aroused, that the worst Thus, the Assam agitation started party can ever gam a foothold in the 
attacks on the minorities took place, at a time when the people were state. 

Much of the influx of Muslim Im* slowly feeling the pinch of a back- | 
migrants into Assam till the late ward economy in a state where de* I gMow date, dewatetf 

Land of the Underground 

Insurgency confiitues to stalk Monipur, Nagalond and Tripuro but 

peace moy return to Mizoram 

O N If) Februat y. one of the numer* men. bank hold*ups and gunning this case the Bengali refugees from 

ous army vehicles which crias* down cd class enemies have become erstwhile East Pakistan, haK been 

cross the hiUroads of the north east, routine occurrences, especially in consistently supported by the MNF 

was passing thi'Ough the deserted Manipur. Today the older insurgent as a result of the excellent rela* 

Chassad Kangapt Road, a lirtle more groups like Z.A. Phiso's Federal lionshlp ibe TNV leader. Bijoy 

than ten kms from the Burma border, Nagas and Laldenga's Miso National Hrankhal, enjoys with the Mizos 

when suddenly 13 unsuspecting Front (MNF) are no longer active Hrankhal. a Christian, had come in 

■rmymen on It came under extremist Today Phiso’s revolutionary govern* close contact wi'h the MNP leaders 

fire from three directions. AU 13 ment in exile in Burma is a more or while studying in a Catholic Institu* 

armymen. including a junior commis* less scattered and spent force not too tion m Shillong Thus when he began 

stoned officer, were killed. One light actively concerned with events in thinking in terms organising an 

machine gun, three $ten carbines and Nagaland; while, with Laldenga underground movement he realised 

nine self-loading rifles were taken ready to begin negotiations with New that he could go for advice and 

from the security men before the Delhi, there has been a lull in insur* assistance to the Mizu Christian 

attackers dispersed into the hill^ gent operations in Mizoram. Younger underground. Bijoy Hrankhal real* 

Later they were identified as mem- groups like the Pec^le's Liberation ised that without an armed struggle 

bers of the National Si^alist Council Army (PLA) of Manipur, the Nation* he could not not free his fellow 

of Nagaland (NSCN) a prO'Beijing al Socialistic Council M Nagaland tribals from exploiution at (be hands 

Naga extremist organisation, one of and the Tripura National Volunteers of the plainsmen. Tripura, which had 

the many ethnic terrorist groups (TNV) are today holding centre ortginallv been a tribal kingdom 

operating in the north-east. stage. However, despite the present ruled by tribal rajes, had gradually 

lull in insurgent activity in Mizoram, been flooded by plainsmeo from the 

the MNF is continuing to provide aid adjoining erstwhile East Pakistan. 

Except Meghalaya and Aruoachal to the TNV and help train the Tripur- Today Bengalis, who constitute near* 

this is a familiar scene. In the rest of is in guerrilla tactics. ly seventy pei cent of the population, 

Che north eastern states various trib* The TNV. en extremist tribal orga* are gradually dispossessing the trib¬ 

al and radical organisations have nisation bent on liberating Tripura als of their land and driving them 
been active. Ambushes on security from the clutches of "outsiders,” in deeper into the interiors. When 
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Hrtnkhil Mke4 Cor help the MNF 
wet reidy to^blife the TNV. espe* 
cieUy since both troupe were bent on 
ultimete seceMton end considered 
the Indien fovemment to be their 
common enemy. 

Peredoxicelly the tribels who hed 
initially formed the first CPl(M) 
bases in Tripurt turned towards the 
TNV. While many of the older tribeJs 
remained sympathetic to the CPKM). 
the younger generttion, meny ol 
whom had beiwited from miuionary 
aducation. felt that the CP^M)« 
which had by now extended its influ* 
cnce over ^e Ecngali settlerti no 
longer had the Interest of the origin' 
ai inhabitants at heart. 

At the moment, the TNV has been 
conducting hit'and'rua raids on un* 
Suspocting security personnel end 
non'Cribals of the state from tbeir 
bases across the border. In the first 
week of April, ei^t CRPP men vrere 
ambushed and killed in a daring 
attack by TNV axtramists, in Tripur* 
e's troubled north district. Since 
then, though minor incidents have 
been continuing no major incident 
has occurred. However, with the 
TNV making easy escapes to their 
hideout across the border, terrorist 
attacks are expected to continue 

The CPI(M) government of Nripen 
Chakravarty has been assiduously 
trying to win over sections of the 
trihala who hive been alienated from 
the party. As a first step towards 
aliasing the suspicions of the tribels, 
the state government passed the 
Autonomous District Council Bill in 
the Assembly to ensure that tribal 
behs and blocks would be directly 
administered by the elected tribal 
representatives. Hus has since been 
pas^ in Parliament. The Mendst 
government has also been wooing the 
extremists and trying to bring them 
back to the meinsrreeiu with gener¬ 
ous pffen of financial assistance. Mr 
Chakravarty, with the help of tribal 
party leaders, has been in constant 
touch with extremist elements who 
wish to reiuro from the cold. Pare- 
piiliiary forces in charge of combat¬ 
ing the TNV are, in private, critical 
of the state government’s serft stand 
on the excrewsts. The Tripura chief 
minister is however convinced that 
his tpethod of cajoling and trying to 
convert tribels to the Marxist ideolo* 
gy would in the long run be more 
efficient Is controlling secessiooism 
than ibe strong arm tactics of the 
security forces. Mr Chakravarty 
esserts that the army and CRFF*! 
operations in other north eastern 
states have convinced him that an 
uadersunding attitude would pre* 
vent the large'Scale alienation of the 
losal population which has occurred 
in the other states. Despite the chief 
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minister's attempts to win over the 
tribels, TNV ectlvitiei from across 
the border continue for the present, 
with or without connivance of the 
local vtllegers. The state govemmem 
hopes thet once the centre arrives at 
a settlement with Laldenge, New 
Delhi cen persuade the MNF to stop 
giving all*oui suppon to the TNV. 

The NSCN operauon in the last one 
year has been confined more to the 
Naga dominated Ukhrul district of 
Manipur than to Nagaland. The 
NSCN headquarters t$ in the loosely 
administered jungles on the Burmese 
side of the international border Ii 
also has a strong foothold in the Nags 
dominated Ukhrul district of Man¬ 
ipur. ^e NSCN is a relatively new 
pro*left insurgent group which was 
made up of radical young elements 
disillusioned with the Federal Nagac 
led by the aging leader in exile, Mr 
Z.A. PhisO' The NSCN leaders, Isacc 
Swu and Muivah who belong to the 
Sema and Thankul Naga tribes re¬ 
spectively, had initially turned to the 
Chinese for help and had been con¬ 
vinced by the Chinese leaders that 
unless armed struggle had a povrer* 
ful ideological content it would re¬ 
main as futile as the earlier Naga 
insurrection led by Phizo. 

The NSCN is a cohesive ideologi¬ 
cally committed group attempting to 
stregthen the various extremist orga¬ 
nisations of the north east by taking 
a leading role in attempting to bring 
them together under one umbrella. 
Various insurgent groups who try to 
contact the Otinese for arms and 
training in guerrilla warfare, are 
often directed by Beijing to approach 
the NSCN. The NSCN has been train¬ 
ing members of the ULFA, the 
Assam-based latest addibon to the 


extremist list of the* north east. The 
NSCN hat also been in contact with 
the leadership of Manipur. It has 
been responsible for a nuenbar of 
political killings in Manipur. Ukhrul, 
ihe most powerful NSCN stronghold 
inside Indian territory, has witnessed 
a number of brutal killings of politi- 
nans of the district. 

Despite being disciplined and well 
organised, the NSCN following 1$ 
generally confined to (he Sernas, 
Thankuls and other smaller clans 
settled in (he border areas of the 
state. The NSCN is unlikely to re¬ 
ceive support from the majority of 
the Nagas who. being staunch Christ¬ 
ians, are still suspicious of the NSCN 
for its links with communist China 

The PLA. one of the most dreaded 
and committed of the north-east ter¬ 
rorist groups seems to have pessed 
Its days of glory, with its once char¬ 
ismatic leader Bisheswar Singh con¬ 
testing the Assembly elections Un¬ 
like the other terrorist groups of the 
region secessiim from the Indian Un¬ 
ion IX not the aim of the PLA. The 
PLA manifesto has made it plain that 
it is waging a war against the "Delhi 
bandit*' with the hope of finally liber¬ 
ating the entire nation from its 
vested bourgeoise class. With the 
death of most of the front ranking 
PLA leaders like Kunjebehari, the 
capture of important leaders like 
Samba (he surrender of large 
numbers nf disillusioned cadres to 
authorities the PLA has curtailed 
its activities for the Iasi three years. 
The present PLA leader in the abe* 
ence of Bisheswar it Temba Sin^, 
the last of the original band which 
went to Lhasa to be trained by the 
Chibese 









F or the people of thi» spirited, 
yet much'tnaligned city, 
hardship has e permenent 
quality—especially for (he 
thousands living on the social fringe, 
ekmg out an existence as Jobless 
vagabonds and (outs who often gravi* 
tace to crime. Throughout the history 
of Calcutta^ discontent has an* 
dured-^xploding in violent phases 
like (he Nxxalite movement which 
pursued an impossible dream. And 
the single most important factor be* 
hind the social unrest is, and has 
been, unemployment. 

A city that has for ages sheltered 
and sustained a large migrant 
population from Dtiar Pradesh. 
Bihar, Onssa, and Bangladesh offers 
very Urtle to the local Bengali youth. 
The result: a growing army of the 
unamplo^d. According to official 
records, in June 19^3 the number of 
unemployed in West Bengal stood at 
37 lakhs. In 1977, when the CPKM)* 
led Left Front government came to 
power, it was only U lakhs. There 
was ■ 207.65 per cent increase in the 
number of registered pb-seekers in 
the state between July 1977 and 
December 1963 The total employ* 
ment generated in the organised lec* 
tor during this period rose only by 
1,26 per cent. According to en esH* 
mate of the 'atest figures, the num> 
ber of jobless persons has increased 
threefold over the last seven years. 

To add CO the problem, employ* 
ment in the public sector in the state 
shrank in 1964 While 6,606 vacan¬ 
cies ware filled during 1983 in cen* 
cral, state and semi-government 
undertaking.s and local bodies, the 
number dropped to 6,950 irt 1984. 
Even of the vacancies notified by the 
public sector, the percentage of per* 
eons absorbed in these posts fell from 
42 to 40 over a year. Official records 
relating to employment opportuni* 
ties during 1964 show that 3,421 
vecaocies were notified by the cen- 
eral government in the state. Against 
this, 1,659 vacancies were filled up. 
The vacancies filled up in 1983 stood 
at 5.994 and 1.960 respectively. The 
state government, for Its part, filled 
only 2.997 out of 7,617 posts in 
1964. During 1963, the fifurai were 
6.661 and 3,411 respactivaly, In the 
private sector, only 764 vtuncies tut 
Qi 6,SS4 notified ware filled up in 
1964. In 1913 only S67 Joba were 


COVER STCntY 

Calcutta: 

Unemptoyment and Despair 

(/nempioyinent has grown vvith deveiopmenl 


offered against 4,066 vacancies. 

An obvious result of frustretion is 
protest. Today, unemployed young 
men and women have organised 
ibemselvas into groups to articulate 
their demands—Wren violently. Re¬ 
cently. there was tension m 
Kurseong, near Darjeeling, when 
I members of the Parbatya Beker San* 
gha held a demonstration outside the 
office of the local fire brigade to 
protest against the recruitment of 17 
people from the plains. The SP and 
the subdivlsional officer ru^ed to 
! the spot to prevent any untoward 
incident. It wes not before the de* 
I monstrators got an assurance from 
I the deputy commissioner that only 
hill people would be given ;obs in 
future that they finally dispersed. It 
was a fine example of how restive e 
peece*loving people cen become if 
they are denied jobs In another 
incident, 418 members of the West 
Bengal Unemployed Society includ* 
ing 15 women, courted arrest at 
i Dacres Lane after the state labour 
I minister refused to meet them. There 
I else exists a “Sara Bangla Bekar 
! Samiti" which fights for the cause of 

I A dcaMMisCnslve by >oHeas y o etl s> 









the jobless. 

The protests have a good reason: 
unfair recruitment is rampant all 
over the state and merit is rarely 
rewarded. Many government orga* 
nisations recruit persons who do not 
come through employment ex¬ 
changes. And there is enough comip* 
(ion in the recruitment for jobs. A 
member of Parliament wes sometime 
ago accused of signing a large num* 
ber of papers which were being used 
to give false certificates of residence 
to people in Durgapur for supporting 
claims forjobs. Prabir Sengupta. the 
minister of state for latour. told 
newsmen that a civil official who had 
detected offenders in some cases had 
not prosecuted them. And when the 
newsmen asked the minister why the 
MP in question had not bean brought 
to bouk. he replied '*It*s not easy to 
prosecute an MP " 

The irony of the situation is that 
despite the increased pace of de* 
velopment ecrivities, the percentage 
of total workers in West Bengal has 
recorded e steady fall over the past 
two decades, according to the 1961 
census. Calcutta, however, it an ex¬ 
ception. But the availability of jobs is 
still far short of the demand. The fact 
is that although West Bengal gets the 
maximum bank credit from the pub* 
lie sector banks under (he employ* 
ment promotion programme, things 
are still at a sorry pass. Out of the 
total of R$ 106 09 crores given by the 
public sector banks as on 31 Decam* 
bar 1976, the eastern region 
accounted for R« 35.51 crores, with 
West Bengal topping the list with Rs 
23,27 crores. 

Not enough is being done to tackle 
the problem. According to the re¬ 
cords of the West Bengal Industries 
Development Co^ration (WBIDC). 
West Bengal has in the past one year 
or so been moving steadily towards 
sophisricated. capital-intensive in¬ 
dustries, While this would un¬ 
doubtedly ensure a modern indust¬ 
rial base for the state, it would at the 
same time seriously threaten about 
five million job-seekers. A list of 32 
new industrial projecti assisied by 
the WBIDC. including tlx expansion 
projects, reveals that with an aggre¬ 
gate capital outley of over Ri 91 
creros, these units have a job poten¬ 
tial of leas than 4,000 persons, 
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batt MrvwA m « Mr«<i ta MaradaM. tlw imw of Moody rtfwtaf 


O fien it only needs i small, 
hmmleii pebble thrown across, 
on just a few worda—communal ism 
ia a monster that is easy to provoke, 
hiore CO in Uttar Pradesh where 
most incidenis of communal noting 
have taken place in the country 
alnce independence. In the bepin* 
nio^ there were only a few cen* 
tre^—Kanpur, AJigarh and Varana- 
ei Then over the years, the com* 
munal virus spread across tha state. 
Some old centres Kike Kanpur and 
Varanasi became less volatile, 
while new ones reared their ugly 
heeds, fiut Aligarh held its ground 
as communal riots broke out repe* 
atedly in the nations capital with 
all its gory, fractious trappings. Re 
current communal riots have 
vrrecked the city*8 conscience, built 
walls of fear and suspicion and 
doomed life to a divided existence. 
Aligarh today, as it has been for 
sometime now, is a city permanent¬ 
ly under siege. 

Then there are the fresh flash* 

S oincs of communal tension— 
leerut, Mortdabad, Sambhal, 
Maunath Bhaojan, Bulandsbar, 
Pahasu—where in the last five 
years communal clashes betvreen 
Hindus and Muslims have taken 
place again and again In most 
occasions, a small spark has ignited 
the riots. 

There are several levels on which 
comraunel clashes have taken place 
in Uttar Pradesh in the laic few 
yean: between Shies and Sunnis 


and of late between Akalis end 
Kirankaris and Hindus and Sikhs. 
Kanpur, which had been spared 
HindU'Muslim riots for a long time 
was beset by clashes between Aka> 
lis and Nirankaris in 1978. Eighteen 
people were killed in the violence 
then. Again, reflecting the mood in 
Punjab and Delhi, there were 
clashes between Hindus and Sikhs 
following the assasinetion of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi in November 1984. 
Since then, lension between the 
two communities has always been 
OR its edge, threatening to overflow 
into violence. On the other hand, 
the state capital Lucknow's sorrow 
has been the volatile animosity be¬ 
tween the Shia and Sunni popula* 
tions of the city. There is threat of 
violence almost on every Muslim 
festival. 

There is evidence in Lucknow; as 
in other places, of the foreign 
forces that come into play, as far as 
creating communal tension is con* 
cersad. The Shia and Suoni sects 
have built rival mosques named 
Saddam Hussain Masjid and 
Ayatollah Kbomeiiii Masjid in 
different parts of the dry and 
aUagarkms are that they are f und^ 
by foreign agencies. Also having a 
stake in aroosing communal pas¬ 
sions are the local politicians and 
tht entire state ouKhcneiy as a 
whole. This is how the vote bank 
will remain Intact. For others h is 
just a question of fanetidsm. OKi* 
cials and poUcemen have, on sever¬ 


al occasions during such riots, been 
found wanting in impartial and 
secular thinking. Then there is 
ofeourse, the question of political 
power and elections. Such has been 
been the tendency built up over the 
years, that politics in the country, 
even though it professes to be secu¬ 
lar, is anything but that. Elections 
are fought on the basis of religion 
and caste. And till such time when 
attitudes change, communalism 
will always live somewhere be¬ 
neath the surface, ready to serve its 
mischievous masters. The state, 
though troubled by communalism, 
has also produced some of the most 
secular minds in the country. But it 
seems time has only buried their 
voices. Canesh Shankar Vidyarthi 
of Kanpur was one such person. He 
was killed while iiying to control a 
riot in the pre-independence days 
and his body was so badly muti¬ 
lated by the rioters that people 
could only recognise him by his 
slippers. After that they forgot him 
and all that he stood for. Kannr 
never even gave him a memorial or 
remembered his anniversary. And 
only a few years ago, when some 
people organised a programme (n 
his memory and called a Uttar 
^adesh cabinet minister to inaugu¬ 
rate it, the press was aghast to see 
that only a few dosen people bad 
turned up to commemorate thti 
martyred hero of secularism. 
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Refugees to Humanity 

The in/lux o/TamiJs/rom Sri Lonko has created social tension in Tamil Nodu 


T miv heavy with (he Sn 

Lankan Tamil refugees who 
have been in Tamil Nadu fur 
nearly three months now. H 


last year was the summer of torment, 
this year ii is the summer of discon> 
teni as far as they are concerned. 
Livinf; a rootless, desultory exisiencp 
in an alien land can boapiiaUing, and 
the refugees ur^ aoKiously awaiting 
rheir return to their homeland. 

There is a total of 5»1S7 refugee 
families comprising 71,074 persons 
at present in Tamil Nadu. They have 
been dispersed into refugee camps in 
ail the districts except Kanyakumari 
and Nilgiris In the coastal areas they 
have been put up in the cyclone 
reiief shelters end m the interiors 
they have been housed in wedding 
halls. So far the central government 
has spent Rs I.t crorea on the re- 
fugees Cash Jules are given every 
fortnight as are suhstdised rive at 57 
paise per kg An iivera^e-sized family 
gets uhoui K^ IaO pvr fonni^t. In 
other wolds, the centre has to spend 
Rs ten lakhs every fortnight on the 
refugees. According to the regula* 
cions, refugees lire nui provided with 
employment as they arc nut re<*og* 
nised as citizens o! India. They have 
to subsist on the doles given by the 
govern mem. 

This correspondent toured a few 
refugee camps in the coastal areas to 
assess the mixid of the refugees The 
cyclone relief shelters are double* 
storeyed circular structures so as to 
offer least wind resistance in the 
event of a cyclone. The Tamil Nadu 
coast is vulnerable to cyclones and 
gales. Such shelters are built with a 
view to providing temporary accom* 
modation for not more than a week. 
In each one of them about 200 Tamil 
refugees have been accoinmudatcd 
for nearly four months at a stretch. 
The shelters are relatively dean 
when one bears in mind that 200 
people are crammed in them, 

Au the re^gees bad fled from Sri 
Uinke to escape oppression, persecu¬ 
tion and terror. Ai that time, any¬ 
thing seetned better than the living 
condStiens in their hotneiand. Si- 
rrteoft f42) had a tragic story to re¬ 
count. He is 9 supplier of fish to the 
g^^rrunent corporation in Pesalai. a 
viflege inhabited mostly by fisher¬ 
men. What led him to believe chac he 
had no future m his homeland was 
the way his .10-year old ^usin, Pa chi 
died. Early in tha momitg a couple 
of armymen raided his bouse, drag* 

.■Moar 


I ged out Path! who was hiding in the 
; bathroom and shot him dead. His 
finger was chopped off and the gold 
ring taken away by the marauder^. A 
few dayv later, Smivon's son dis- 
^ appeared He does not know where 
his son has gone. Obviously the buy 
I must hove joined one of the militant 
< groups. 

' But in Madras there is no threat to 
I their life They are free but far from 
I happy. The fault lies nor with the 
state or the central government; in 
fact the slate government officials 
have done a commendable job in 
housing the refugees. Talking to ihe 
refugees ihiv correspondent found 
that they bad four major complaints. 
Firsily, (he money given to them was 
insufficien* Secondly, the climate 
does noi SUM the Tamils from Sri 
Lanka. They find Madras coo hot and 
humid and a number oi the children 
are suffering from skin disease* 
.Thirdly, the refugees are increasing 
ly finding it difficult to spend their 
time, since they do not have any work 
to do Past experience has shown that 
invariably refugee camps degenerate 
into criminal dens. Many of the 
camps become brothels—the wives 
and daughters are often forced men 
the flesb trade by then menfolk to 
supplement the income. The men 
start drinking heavily and often 
drunken brawls break out. Gambling 
and smuggling are also common fea¬ 



tures. But this time the authorities 
ure extremely vigilant. 

The fourth cumplaint which a few 
refugees had was the dispersal of 
their family members laa number of 
instances the families crossed over to 
India in stages. As a result they are 
now in different camps in different 
parts nf rlie state. Borne families have 
approached the authorities for help 
but the overworked officials have not 
been attaching much importance to 
this problem. 

In a number of the camps there 
were posters of (he 1'amil Eelam 
Liberation Organisation (TELO) 
headed by Sri Sebarathnam Accord¬ 
ing to the refugees some people had 
come down from TELO and assured 
the refugees that the situation in Sri 
Lanka would soon improve and they 
would be able to return soon to 
*E«Um.’ In some camps members oi 
the Eelam Revolution Organisation . 
(EROl also came and spoke to (he 
refugees. Some of the refugees con¬ 
fided that a number of young refugee 
boys went away with the EROS end 
TELO activists 

All the refugees, without a single' 
exception concurred thet they 
wanted to return to their homelend. 
Tamil Nadu is a temporary sanctuary 
but their future eventually lies in 
returning to their homeland. They dp 
not expect to see their house and 
land (o remain intact but the yearn¬ 
ing to get back tu familiar surrouni^ 
iDgK if> puissant. They firmly believe 
thet India is in a position to help 
restore normalcy in their homeland. 
They arv also hoping that, should 
their stay in Tamil Nadu prove to be 
long drawn, they will be given eip* 
ploymeni by the Indian government. 
So you here a person like Arulenan- 
dam repairing his fishing net. He 
figures that if he does not return to 
his homeland to pick up the threads 
of his livelihood he will be able to do 
so ill Tamil Nadu soon. But here the 
Indian government just canndi 
oblige at this juncture, however sym¬ 
pathetic they are, unless they cake e 
policy decision on this metier like in 
the case of the Tibetan refugees; the 
government authorities expect them 
to return to their homeland. The 
government on its part withes to cake 
DO chance and has therefore pre¬ 
pared detailed documentation t6 
trace each and every refugee ai the 
time of lendieg them back 
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Why Vasantrao 
Patil Resigned 

The reason, opparentiy. was his ‘humilioNon* by the 
centre. Bui it was a clever ploy a^oinsf Shorad Pc war 


F ormer ehi«f minister Vesam* 
dada Paul's resitnation waa 
unexpected. His swiich from 
a posture of confrontation 
with the high command to that of a 
person who has thrown in the towel 
when the chips are down, is equally 


intriguing. Bui bit game with the 
high conunand is not over with his 
resignation. According to poltiicai 
I observers it has only begun; ha was 
not only given a say in the choice of 
chief minister Shivajirao Patil* 
NiUngekar, but the ministers he 


wanted reuined were also kept; his 
favourites were promoted and chose 
he wanted out were dropped uncere* 
moniously. 

Dada's handiwork is interesting. 
VUasrao Deshmukh, who was in his 
cabinet, was dropped as he was the 
nominee of the union home minister 
S.B. Chavao. Anil Warhade was a 
nominee of the MP, Mrs Usha 
Chaudhari, who is one of the few 
Marathas trusted by the high com* 
mand. So he was dropped, Shivaji 
Rao Moghe, is another Maratha 
nominee and a close confidant of 
union minister Ghulam Nebi Asad, 
who owed his victory to him. Me 
belongs to the Aandh Adivasi caste 
which dominated the Washim const!* 
tueocy and has also been excluded. 

Among those included are Mrs 
Damayanti Oeshbhr><tar who is from 
Nagpur and rabidly opposed ro 
Nasikrao Tirpude and Saroj Kha* 
parde; Cangadhar Kanturkar, a Da* 
ihmukh from Nanded who Is anti S.B. 
Chavan and Ram Meghe from Amra* 
vati. who is a foe of Usha Chaudhari, 
and union minister Vasant Sathe. 
Ramchandra Patil is from Osmana* 
bad and is against union minister 
Shivraj Patil. 

Justifying Dada's political man* 
oeuvrings, a close confidant of his 
said. "Why should ha not have his 
wey? The central government has six 
ministers from Maharashtra—$.B. 
Chavan, V.P. Sathe, Vithalrao Gad* 
gil, Narasimha Rao, Ghulam Nabi 
Aaad and Shivraj Patil. who are all 
anti-Dada. All, except one. are non* 
Marathes. Then the MPCC<I) is 
headed by Prabha Rao who balonp 
to the Tirpude group. The centre by 
its treatment to Dada has humiliated 
Maratha pride and so Nilangakar's 
cabinet has the largest rapresenia* 
tion of Marathas than ever before. 
Nine of the 12 cabinet ministers are 
Marathas and three former ministers 
of state who have been promoted are 
also Marathes.*' 

But anti'Dada forces believe this 
ministry will not last long. Dada has 
won the first round. Raiiv Gandhi 
gave in to him because on the eve of 
bis important foreign vleln he did 
DOC want any political uphMval in 
htoharashcra. In good time, Dada's 
power over laglslators, ministers and 
the pany as a whole will dininish, 
they say. because Che Congreu prac* 
dee has been to chng to the chair and 
not to the person. 

Among those who were promoted 
are Anancrao Torpe who represents 
Pune (rural). His elevation is thus 
axpected to minimise Sbarad 
Pawar*s hold there. Bhivtjirao Dt* 
shmukh from Bangli U a Dada man. 
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The CM-in-waiting? 


S hared Pawar, the Con^e^s<S) 
leader, is probably one ol the 
most destabilising factors in the 
stale's politics. Political circles here 
which are unable to believe that 
former CM Vasantdada Paril res* 
igned for purely emotional reasons, 
namely continuous humiliation by 
Rajiv Oandhi and the caucus, inter 
pret Doda's move as one lo scuttle 
the smooth entry of Shared Pawar 
into the party. That Sharad Pawar 
will join the C^ngress{ 1) is now being 
accepted by most of his partymen, 
bamriR n few who owe alle^anca to 
the Shetkan Sanghatana. Pawar's 
men. of course, do not believe or 
even expect that Sharad Piiwar will 
get the chief ministership the day 
after he walks into the party. They 
cite the instance of a senior person 
like Y. B. Chavan who had to wait 
patiently for some position, or the 
younger A. K. Antony who had to 
wait TWO years before being made 
AlCCdl.secretary. 

It will, However be interesting to 
see whut excuse or enver Sharad 
Pawar gives for entering the Con* 
giessflv He fought on the Progreii* 
sive Democratic Front plank and wnn 
primarily on the .slogan of *'Mahar* 
asbtra asmita." In Bombay the slogan 
of "Afarathi /nansa iha asmita" is 
very much in the air. Dada is being 
hailed as the symbol of this "asmita.'* 
The question is how will Sharad 




Shared Paw ar_ 

Pawar enter the party under these 
circumstances? Has Dada really 
queered the pneh and spiked bis 
ambition again? Arun Mehta, a close 
confidant of Sharad Pawar. said. 
“We all know the colour of the self- 
respect of Dada. He was the one who 
hegged ro be made chief minister for 
a day Ho realised that if Sharad 
Pawar comes into ihe Congress it 
would he at his tDada'$> cost. So he 
resigned. He will soon be forgotten.'' 

If Sharad Pawar was ihe catalyst 
fur Dada'ft resignation, he is ex¬ 
pected to be the cause of the possible 
break*up of the Progressive Demo¬ 
cratic Front Of course. Sharad 


Pawar saw to it that rhcFrom was not 
formalised during the last Assembly 
election, under the pretext of warn¬ 
ing to study whether it would aTtr%^ 
the provisions of rhe ami-defection 
law. The Janata and PWP have all 
but disowned him. Shetkari Sangha- 
tana leader Sharad Joshi has 
threatened that they will have agira* 
tions against Sharad Pawar wherever 
he goes in Maharashtra if he defects 
to the Congress^ I) Congressmen .in 
the ruling party are understandably 
united on one issue, that while tticy 
welcome him into the party they will 
not permit him to become CM. 
However, thuir views can be dis* 
counted because the high command 
hes its way of imposing “their rfian.** 
Scores of Jegislarors, for instance, 
confess privately that they just don't 
know buw and when Shivajirao 
Nilangekar was elected “unoni* 
muusJy.*' 

Which leaves one more ekciting 
option for Sharad Pawar^forming a 
broad front with Dada. Tirpudo and 
all other groups hurt by the high 
command’s reckless political man* 
oeuvres of playing one section 
against another. Politics is a game of 
probabilities and since Sharad 
Pawar's description of CongressiD 
culture is vague, he can form a 
non-Congress(h government • and 
call it a 'true* Congress government. 


Vijaysinh Mohiie Patil. though not 
known to be a man of calibre, was 
taken into the ministry to neutralise 
the influence of Sushil Kumar 
Shinde who has been playing a dou* 
ble game in trying to woo Sharad 
Pawar. 

Vasantdada Patil was shrewd 
enough to make full use of the poU* 
tical compulsions that cramped The 
high command's stvle of functioning. 
It looks like they played into his 
hands deliberately and Dada made 
as much political capital out of the 
situation as he could. 

When political observers say that 
rhe game has only just begun, it 
means that in the days to come, the 
high command will do its best to 
wean awey Dade's so-called followers 
from his camp while Dada himself 
will cry to see that his team gats 
etronger. . 

Dada has several options bef^e 
him. Ever since Shaf%d Pawar’s 
fiPMUi apMch on Congress culture. 
Dada. a clever political strategist. 
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reaUsed th«t Shurad Pawar was 
trying co sluga a comeback and that 
he would be welcomed. Dada knew 
that he would he ai a diudvanrage. 
He was peeved because he was not 
even consulted' Dada also knew that 


he had burnt all hl$ bridges with the 
high command Hi$ complaint chat he 
was being humiliated was not a fig¬ 
ment of imagination. As even Rajiv 
Gandhi*$ admirers aay, be should not 
have called Dada to Delhi If be did 


not intend to see hin, G.K. Moopa* 
riar. the AlCC(l) observer, said that 
Dada was asked to wait for a day. But 
the new Governor of Maharashtra 
was scheduled to land in Bombay the 
next day and the former CM wanted 


practically nothing abtnjc the state. 
Yet these observers manage to bul¬ 
ly chief ministers. They have their 
favourites in the state. Mr Moopa- 
nar, fur instance, is said to be 
''patronised** by Murli Deoroi the 
BKCCfl) chief and the MLC-in* 
waiting Moti Daryanani, who look 
after al! his needs in Bombay. In the 
same way, the '^needs'* of Sicaram 
Kesan and others too are looked 
after by other rich people, it is 
alleged. 

In the days of Sanjay Gandhi, it is 
«aid ihat Youth Congress office¬ 
bearers used to travel throughout 
I ha stare and knew workers from 
every district. But today besides 
Bombay and perhaps Pune, the 
youth leaders are ignorant of the 
problems of the party in vast areas 
of the state. There are various re¬ 
pons about money allegedly chang¬ 
ing hands between the observers 
and state leaders to help them 
remain in power. There are reports 
that some years ago an observer 
became an enemy of a certain far¬ 
mer chief minister because not 
enough money was being put into 
his pockets. 

Rajiv Gandhi will have to look 
into this institution of ''observers’* 
if the situation between the high 
command and the state govern¬ 
ments IS not to deteriorate. The 
state governments also seem to de¬ 
pend entirely on the observers for 
their stability because wrong deci¬ 
sions taken by them would harm 
the interests of the state. How, for 
instance, did the same high com¬ 
mand which found Shivajirao 
Nilangekar unfit for being given an 
Assembly ticket now find him suit¬ 
able to rule the state? Whr con¬ 
nived with Dada, and why, to keep 
Kilaogekar our? Answers to these 
questions would surely reveal the 
persons and policies that are wreck¬ 
ing the political stability of the 
parly and the state. 

In the old days it is said chat M. L. 
Potedar, R. K. Dhawan and Arun 
Nehru used to build channels of 
influence between themselves and 
various state leaders in order to 
bolster their images m the Prime 
Minister's eyes. 

Olge ra«i, teHhivr 


'Observers’ or Power-brokers? 


E veryiime (here ik a pi>ii(ical cn- 
in Mahara.shira, among the 
first people to urnve m ihe city of 
BomlUy ore chu so culled AlCCflj 
observers '‘in-chargu” of Maharash¬ 
tra. "In-charge" is a nebulous term 
fraught with hidden dangers and 
traps fur ihe staiv. For instance C. 
K. Moopanar and union minister P. 
Shiv Shanker were the observers. 
What do they really know about 
Maharashtra? Mr Moupanar comes 
here only a day after the crisis sets 
in and then flie» in and out of the 
city ri sometimes stays put fur 
three days, as in ihis latest inst¬ 
ance, tu oversee the changeover 
from Vasanidada Haul to Shiva- 
jirao PaCil Nilangekar The only 
other occasion on which Mr Moopa- 
nar comet to Bombay is to speak 
allegedly on behalf of the city's 
most notvrioua underworld dun cal¬ 
led Varudarajan Mudaliar who is 
now in Nasik jail, detained under 
(he National Security Act. Both of 
them are Tamilians. If until now 
Varadarajan has stayed out of the 
clutches of the law, it is largely due 
to the "good offices" of Mr Moopa- 
nar and the influence he wields 
over successive chief mini.sters 
whom he “help'" 

And how are chief ministers 
chosen? In the case of Shivajirao 


Patil-Nilangekar. one sat for hours 
at the state guest house. “Sahyad- 
ri“, where the so^alled observer^ 
were interviewing legislators to 
assess their views on who should be 
the next chief minister. The MLAs 
went in and came oul in barely a 
minute; yei Mr Moopaiiar told a 
press conference later that he had 
discussed issues with them What 
discusviuns can one have in a mi¬ 
nute? 

In faci, young veterans in the 
Congressfli recall the earlier davs 
when an observer in charge of 
Maharashtra had to go from distnn 
lu district and meet representatives 
of the party at all levels to trv and 
understand the issues and prob¬ 
lems involved Some workers even 
wonder, if Maharashtra is not get¬ 
ting a raw deal from the centre, and 
whether these so-called observers 
ever give the Prime Minister a 
correct picture of what is happen¬ 
ing in the slate The observers act 
as middlemen between the stave 
chief ministers end the Prime 
Minister. Rajiv Gandhi, in pariicu 
lar, has had nu time to meet repre¬ 
sentatives of the state, as several 
young Congress workers have been 
complaining. His,understanding of 
Maharashtra would necessarily be 
through these observers who know 



SPECIAL REPORT 


Dada’s Last Days in Office 


T he 6)*d«y stint «s chief minister 
for the fourth time was 
Vasantdada Patii's shortest. It was 
marked by controversy almost from 
the first day. He had suggested the 
name of Dr W. ShereLar, Marathi¬ 
speaking minister from Bombay, 
iMt the high command dropped his 
name. Dada explained the omission 
as a '‘clerical error" and said it 
would soon be rectified. 

Then came the municipal cor* 
poration elections during which he 
was in confrontation with Murli 
Deora, the BRCC(I) president, who 
had made people with police re* 
cords candidates. When Dada was 
asked about it he said "people will 
not vote for them." When the Shiv 
Sena won the corporation elections 
in Bombay with a thumping major* 
ily and began talking of a cut-off 
year to stop the influx of immig¬ 
rants into Sombay, the chief minis* 
ter got involved in a controversy in 
Delhi on 6 May when he seid that 
there wduJd have to be some cut*off 
year and something had to be done 
about the overcrowding in Bombay. 

Matters berween him and the 
high command worsened over 
issues like the border row where 
ai»o Dada made it known privately 
that he was prepared to resigii on 
the issue. Things came to a head by 
May. Here is an account of the last 
few days of Dada in off*ca: 

•20 May; Dada went to Delhi to try 
and get the five-member list of the 


Governor’s nominees to the t egisla* 
live Council changed. But he was 
told that it would not be changed 
and the names of Mr Tirpude and 
others would be left. 

•22 May: Dada. in reply to a (Ques¬ 
tion about the functioning of the 
party, told reporters that there was 
a need to discuss whether one per¬ 
son should hold both the post of 
Prime Uinisier and party presi¬ 
dent. 

•24 May: Dada claimed, **1 was 
quoted out of context** and chat it 
was only party workers vrho were 
discussing the issue. 

•25 May; Dada is likely to be sum* 
Doned to Delhi by Rajiv Gandhi to 
explain his observations 
•27 May: Dada repeated at a meet¬ 
ing in Pune that the party functions 
only during elections. He said, 
otherwise, one witnesses a Jock on 
the taluka office of the Congress 
committee. And there was no one 
even to pick up the phone. He said, 
even when workers met him. they 
only had tales of bickering to tell. 
•26 May: Rajiv Gandhi reportedly 
rang up Vasantdada Patil and 
asked him to cocne to Kew Delhi. 
There was speculation that Dada 
would be taken to task for hxs 
pronouncement!^ on his now famous 
"one-person-one post" observation. 
•29 May: Mrs Prabha Rao, who 
belongs to the anti Dada faction, 
was made MPCC(1) chief, displac¬ 
ing the inefficient Prof. Kambie. 


The appointment was made by Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi, without the knowledge 
or consent of the chief minister 
Vasantdada Patil. 

•30 May; The CM returned to Bom. 
bay without meeting Rajiv Gandhi. 
He told friends that he was not 
interested in continuing, and said 
he had nothing to say. 

•31 May: The chief minister de¬ 
cided to resign on 1 June unless 
Rajiv Gandhi came up with a peace 
formula during his visit to Bombay 
the next day. 

•1 June: Dada told friends in the 
morning to wait for 24 hours. There 
was tension at Varsha as everyone 
wailed for Dada to return after 
seeing Rajiv Gandhi off at Santa 
Cruz airport. The AICC(I> obser* 
vers were bargaining with him, 
making all kinds of offers to get 
him to withdraw his resignation. 
They promised to return around 
10.^ pm. After they returned, 
Dada called for his car to take him 
to Raj Bhavan. He hid written out 
hit resignation letter in Marathi, in 
his own handwriting—as he told 
waiting reporters. He was back by 
11.IS pm. When reporters asked 
him the outcome, he handed over to 
one of them, Mr Sukrut Khandekar 
of Kesari. the Governor’s letter 
typed in English, eccepting his res* 
ignition with ’’regret.*’ Dada asked 
the journalist to read it aloud in 
English, 

Oto Me. Rew^i 


to be there to receive him. Besides, 
as an old Coogressman, Dada was 
familiar with the delaying tactics of 
the high command. When they 
wanted a chief minister out. they 
would keep him waiting. For inst 
ance, the lace V. P Naik was kept 
waiting for five days before he could 
meet the then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi; Siddhartha Shankar Ray 
was kept waiting for seven days, and 
H.N. Bahuguna, for ten days. Dada 
was not going to Jet such a thing 
happen to him. 

He had built up a smoke-screen of 
humiliation meted out to him. which 
matched the mood in Bombay ac 

least, if not the whole of Maharash¬ 
tra. The Shiv Sena prunvkh Bal 
Thackeray has already come out with 
an editorial saying chat Dada is the 
true symbol of Maharashtra's self- 
respect. However, the converse is 
also true—chat Dada has eaten so 
much humble pie it the hands of the 
caocre. that is the late Indira Gandhi 


and Rajiv Gandhi, that he is prob¬ 
ably suffering from political indiges¬ 
tion. His threais to resign had be¬ 
come a joke because he always swal* 
lowed them, whether it was in the 
appointment of the then MPCCdi 
president Prof. S. M. I. Aseer or the 
non-appuintment of a Marathi* 
speaking minister from Bombay. So 
much so chat when he threatened to 
resign last month, if Mrs Prabha 
Rao’s appointment as MPCC(I) presx. 
dent was confirmed, he was not 
taken seriously. 

The Patil - N i langek ar min Istry 
promises to be a shaky one for two 
reasons. It represents only one group 
in the Congress, namely the Dada 
group. All other groups have been 
deliberately hurt politically, or 
ignored. There is no alternative left 
but for those left out to fight for their 
survival and this is when the political 
tremors will start. Several legitlaiors 
arc already unhappv as is evident 
from the talk in the crowded MLAs’ 


hostel. The new chief minister, like 
all his predeces»<>rs, is holding out 
ihe carrui of appointment of some 
len new ministers in (he near future. 
But they all know that this hardly 
ever materialises 

Mr Patil * Nilangek.ir is an able 
administrator, having held various 
portfolios from dairy to irrigation 
and cooperation ever since the time 
of V.p. Naik. But he starts with a 
handicap of being a captive of his 
immediate predecessor. He was 
appointed on a political turnabout, 
having been considered unsuitable 
to get an Assembly ticket in March 
and then being made a chief minister 
in June seems funnier than the 
March Hare's (ea*party. His job will 
be loughesi because not only will he 
have to contend with malcontents in 
his own parry, but he will have 

C erfu) opponents outside his party 
Sharad Pawar and A.R. Antulay. 
0^ rmva. toitoy 
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BORDER DISPUTES 

When Policemen Kill ed Policemen 

Thirty*ojie die in dashes beliv£?en Assom Police and Nagaland Aimed Police 


T he unprecedented “police war” 
alonp ihe sensitive Assam' 
Nagaland border area in the Mere* 
pani sector ol the (kiUghat sulv 
division of Jorhat district, has offi¬ 
cially taken a toll of 11 lives, with the 
recovery of 13 more bodiev. In the 
full scale "mini'war.” rhe Nagaland 
police forces using mortars, petrol 
bombs and medium machine guns 
completely outnumbered the Assam 
Armed Police and" won" a decisive 
vlce^ pushing deep into Assamese 
territory and occupying the Merapa- 
ni police station. After the ceasefire 
wa: inn^mneedon Thursday and the 
two governments ordered their 
forces to go back to their original 
positions, the Nagaland Armed 
Police burnt down the Merapani 
police station before leaving the 
area. The Assam Rifles have taken 
control of the area and an uneasy 
truce now prevails. 

Despite the ceasefire announced 
by Hiieswar Saika and S. C Jamir, 
the chief ministers of Assam and 
Nagalend respectively, at the insist- 
ence of the home ministry, the Nega* 
lend forces are helping civilians in 
their depredatory missions across 
the disputed border The Assamese 
villages in Joypur, Rattanpur, Bhelu* 
guri and Dayalpur In the Merapani 
sector remain under attack. Accord 
ing to the minister of state for forests 
Mr D, N. Rajkhuwa, 50,000 villagers 
living alung the Merapani sector 
have fled in terror from their homes. 
Fifteen relief camps at Colaghat and 
Furkatin^ are accommodating the 



refugees. 

Tension along the 420-kilomecre 
Acsam'NagaJand border has been 
building up since the end of April. 
On 20 April, the Wokha district a^i 
thoriiies in Nagaland erected a 
barbed wire fencing with concrete , 
posts and the Nagaland Veterinary 
Centre at Mera^ni encroached into 
Assamese territory. The Assam 
police protested .and seised *he fen'*- i 
ing material lyirgon the .Assamese 
side of rhe border The Nagaland 
Armed Piliee fNAP) force then over 
ran (he Merapani police siation. 
Since then, skirmishes have been 
continuing. The NAP then killed an | 
Assamese villaaer of Dayalpur under ; 
the Merapani police station. On 1 ' 
and 2 June, the village of Ratanpur i 
was attacked by the NAP and a 
number of civilians were in|ured in | 
the finng. This was followed hy the 
unprovoked attack on 4 and % June I 
by ihe NAP and finally the exchange ' 
of fire betwet’h the two forces 

Skirmishes along the border have 
been frequent In January 1979, , 
armed Naga villagers with the help ^ 
of the Nagaland Armed Police laun¬ 
ched a midnighi attack on unsuspeci- . 
ing settlers of Chunnajan in the ' 
Sarupathar area of Colagha killing ' 
more than €0 people including 
women and children. Most of the * 
dead were tribaU and Nepalis settled 
in the cleared reserve forests of the 
area. Since then, the area has never 
been free of tension 

Like Meghalaya and Mizoram, 
Nagaland was once a pan of Assam. 



Nagaland became a separate state in 
1%3 when the Naga Hills district 
was demarcated by a notification 
issued by the British in 1925. Since 
then, the demarcating line fixed by 
the 1925 notification has been 
accepted. However, after independ¬ 
ence,the Nagss had declared a num* 
ber of times that they were not happy 
wiih the British line of demarcation. 
After Nagaland became a full 
fledged state, the state government 
of Nagaland once again brought the 
boundary question *o the notice of 
the centre. The honiu ministry then 
appointed the Sunderem Commii* 
Sion to go over the boundary dls* 
pules. The commission submitted its 
report in 1976 and sgeinst Naga¬ 
land's claim of 4,000 square metres 
of Assam's territory, it awarded just 
300 square meters as Nagaland had 
based its claims unit's right of occupa* 
lion during the pre-British period. 
The Sunderam Commission also lUg* 
gesied that Dimapur, the largest 
commercial town in Nagaland should 
be given to Assam. None of the 
roiummendations of the Sunderam 
Cummision have been followed as 
the then Nagaland chief minister Mr 
Vizol had openly declared that the 
commission's report was not accept* 
able to Nagaland. 

After ihe 1979 incident, a rrarus 
quo had more or less been main* 
lained with occasional violations 
mostly by the NAP. The Assam gov* 
ernmeni has not been conciliatory 
towards the Nagas and has res* 
trained Ihe Assam Police from taking 
the initiative against the NAP. The 
two important English dailies of 
Guwahati, The Assam Tribune and 
77ie Senrinel la shed out at rhe Assam 
government criticising its weakenesi 
and vacillation. They felt that the 
government was not srrong enough to 
guard the life and property of its 
citizens. 

Much of the Naga thrust into 
Assani is because of the rich forest 
reserves which fall withm the state's 
boundary. With their own forest re* 
sources depleted because of the high 
consumption of plywood io the saw 
mills of (he state, the businessmen, 
and the rich contracton have been 
largely responsible for keeping the 
border issue alive and to ex* 
ploit Assam's forest reserves. 

BeMieMe QmM 
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MRS GANDHI'S ASSASSINATION 

Progress in the Trial 

The prosecution identi/ies/ive eyewitnesses 


T ht! recording of evidence in the 
Indira Candhi murder case began 
on € June. The special judge. Mahesh 
Char)dra dismissed ihe petition of 
Kehar Singh, nne of the accused, for 
holding the committal proceedings in 
an open court. Turning down the plea 
for an open court trial, which hud 
taken up a week of proceedingv the 
special judge in his order, seated 
'"What ntake^ a proper court is a 
qualified and an impartial judge, a 
competent defence counsel and a fair 
opportunity of defence.The rest is a 
matter of form unly." The 12 page 
order assured that the holding of 
trial proceedings inside the jail 
would nut have any “demoralising 
effect on the witnesses or affect their 
veracity and truthfulness." 

The three accused, Satwani Singh, 
Kehar Smgh end Balhir Singh, seated 
as usual inside the bullet<pru<if glass 
enclosure m the makeshift cour 
troom listened atientively as the 
chief public prosecutur, K L Arora. 
named them as the murderers of 
fndiru Candhi. Separate charges 
agblnsT them were read out by the 
public prosecutor and details of evn 
dence. which liuil been missing from 
the charfieshovi, were presented be* 
fore the cnuii. 

Of (he 144 witnesses mentioned in 
the cHarge.slieet. the prosecution has 
now identified five persons who were 
present at the spet on the morning of 
31 October. The five eye*witnesses to 
the assassination are Narain Smgh. 
head constable in the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s security. Lawang Sherpa. 
storekeeper at the PM*s house. ASI 
Rameshwar Dayal who also received 
bullet injuries during the shooi-out. 
Nathu Ram. personal attendant of 
the Prime Ministei and R. K. Dha- 
wan, special assistant to Indira Gan¬ 
dhi. Three other eye-witnesses who 
saw (he accused persons throw up 
their hands in surrender after shoot* 
ing (he Prime Minister are Dinesh 
Kumar Bhatt who was Mrs Gandhi’s 
personal security officer, Mekhanlal 
Fotedar, political adviser to the Con* 
gress president and sub-inspector 
Ramji Lai. 

Evidence against the accused per¬ 
sons was recorded on £ June when 
(he contents of e diary seized from 
the house of Belbir Singh, a «iib- 
inspector in the late PM’s house, 
ware produced. Balbir Singh’s diary, 
according to the prosecutor, gives a 
tnonth*by*month description of the 


conspiracy hatched by the three ac¬ 
cused persons and the events leading 

to The assassination. The diarv’s con- 

• 

tents will form the core of the argu* 
ments against him. The entry that 
Balbir Smgh had made in the diary 
alter (be army action in (he Golden 
Temple in June 19S4. reads: “I fel( 
like killing. Bui 1 was pui on duty 
outside I. Safdarjung Road, resi¬ 
dence o< Mrs Gandhi." In July. Bafbir 
Singh had me( prosecution witness 
Dalip Smgh. who is presently de¬ 
tained under the Naiional Security 
Act. Balhir SinghS meeting with Sai* 
want Singh, days before the assas* 
nnaiion i% also mentioned in the 
diary. The prosecuior told the court 
about another witness account which 
stated that Balhir Singh had earlier 
claimed he would kill Mrs Gandhi if 
R$ 14-1S lakhs was given to his family 
after the assassination. Besides evi¬ 
dence against Belbir Singh, details of 
other avideoce against Kehar Smgh 
and Sat want Singh, the gold kara and 


CRIME 


gold ring belonging to Beant Singh 
which had been recovered from the 
residence of Kehar Singh, the state 
mein of Bimal Khalsa. widow of 
Beant Singh and details of the amrir 
chakhuna ceremunv attended by 
Kehar Ismgh and Beam Singh, were 
placed before the court. 

Arguments were taken up by the 
defence counsel, ihe following dey. 
P. N Lekhi, cuunsel for Satwant 
Singh alieged that the prosecution 
was hiding the "real identity uf the 
persons responsible for the puUtical 
murder.*’ Lekhi claimed during his 
long argument that "the real assas- 
sins" of (he late Prime Minister were 
"still roaming free " During the 
course of arguments. Lekhi raised 
many questluns: Did Satwant Smgh 
shoot Indira Gandhi? Did he shoot in 
cortspiracy with others {accused) and 
did Mrs Candhi die of the bullets 
fired by Setwent Smgh? Ha also 
demanded to knnw why Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi. who had been present at tha spot 
of the assassination and who had 
taken Mrs Candhi to the hospital, 
was not named as an eye-witnasi In 
the case. The defence counsel also 
challenged (he authenticity of the 
chargesheet and the post-mortem r^ 
port 

me MR. New OaM 


The Godfather: Arrested 

Varadafajan MudoJiaris impnsoned 


I n the annals of Bombay’s crime 
history. S June 196S will be remem¬ 
bered as the day when (he don of the 
city’s underworld was arrested m 
Madras by a Bombay police inspec¬ 
tor after a prolonged war on orga¬ 
nised crime. It was difficult lo impris¬ 



on a man as rich ano powerful as 
Varadarajan. whu had numerous 
"asaociates" among politicians, 
policemen and even journalists. But 
it happened, proving the DCP.sone 
IV, Y.C. Pawar's assertion that the 
law would eventually win. Befure 
Mudaliar was arrested and impris* 
oned in Nasik central jail, a proc¬ 
lamation by a city metropolitan 
court stated that his property would 
be attached if he failed to 
surrender to the police within a 
month of its declaration. The court 
order was pul up in the railway 
station and the office of the Bombay 
Tamilar Peervai. an organisation 
which he founded in his domain*^ 
Matunga. 

The police were instructed to 
“clean up" the city, infested with 
warring underworld figures. The 
then police commissioner J.P. 
Rlbeiro signed the order for the 
detention of 2B of the city’s god¬ 
fathers on 29 April. Among them 
were Varadarajan Mudaliar and bis 
cohorts, Mohinder Singh Vig alias 
Soma. Khija also known as Thomas 
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Th« hou^e< of Mudaiior, Xhaji and 
Somu were raided by the Directorate 
of Revenue and IntelJiftence. On 2T 
March I9fl4, MudaJiar was, however, 
released on bail by a Racnagrri 
oiHgistraie. Soma and Khaja were 
detained under COFEPOSA ^ the 
Customs. 

Whether his political clout is on 
the wane, has to be seen. Recently, a 
senior Congressfl) funtrionary re* 
poriedly tri^ lo intervene on Mudal* 
iarX behalf in his personal capacity 
but could make no headway. On the 
other hand, while Mudaliar has been 
imprisoned, his aides are free. The 
day Mudaliar was finally nabbed, 
Khaja was released by the NSA 
advisory hoard. Tillu was released 
last month and Soma was set free on 
the ground that he should have been 
detained under the Bootleggers and 
Slumlords Act as the police had cited 
these offences to dMain him under 
NSA 

M*ae Otar, temaar 


illiterate Tamils and (he police, he* 
cnmmg a spokesman for the former. 
6v the Seventies. hiK pu^h cam and 
petty dMilleries had given way to an 
organised busiaess with a fleet of 
vehicles and a Rv 5U lakh turnover. 
The period t>etween 1S7<» and 19B4 
a tremendous influi from Tamil 
Nadu. Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 
Many migrant labourers wbo could 
not ge( work, joined the dnn's 
empire. 

With the crackdown on the $ion— 
Koliwada illicit distillery network, 
(he underworld activities have 
shifted to the more distant suburbs 
and smuggling to the Raigad* 
Rainagiri coastal areas. It was in this 
area that Mudaliar suffered a major 
setback. The seizure of e vessel car* 
rying Rs 46 Itkhii of contraband off 
the Rainagiri coast was linked to the 
Bombay Tamilar Peervai and Mudal* 
iar. This led (o the arrest of Ulhas 
Chosalkar, editor of the R»tnMfitn 
Trmet and some of his colleagues. 


Kurien and Darshan Kumar Dhall 
alias Tillu. The police also arrested 
Karim tala, a hig name in Bombay’s 
underworld under the National 
Security Act. and MudaliarS aides 
demonstrating that it meant busi¬ 
ness. The Dholakia brothers. Arvmd 
and Mahesh also surrendered when 
the Question of attaching the proper¬ 
ty of absconders arose. But Mudaliar 
r^usud to surface and was reported 
to be in Delhi and rhen in Madras, 
where he was finally caught. 

The ihreaf to attach his property 
could not scare Mudaliar who ha*, 
always managed to find a legal 
loophole. He has never been jailed 
except during the Emergency. 
Mudaliar filed an application for 
anticipatory bail under Section 4.1B 
of the CRPC in the Madras High 
Court, stating that he was engaged in 
film production. His plea was dismis¬ 
sed by Justice David Aiinouvami and 
Mudaliar was arrested by the Matun- 

E l police, whu brought him back to 
ombuy, before sending him on to 
Nasik central jail. 

From his humble origins. Varadar- 
ajan became one of Bombay's most 
powerful men. His functions were 
atieodad by eminent people, and he 
organised padayarrgj by top pohti- 

f iani. Finally he emerged as a media 
igure. hailed by the press as the 
gMfather of Bombay. He has made 
«Ad marred the fortunes of local 
ppliticiana. His Ganesh festivals and 
contributions to charity are well 
known. He even supported the Sn 
Lgnkan Tamil liberation movement 
and donated Rs 23,000 to the Eelam 
People's Revolutionary Liberation 
Front 

However, the scenario changed 
quickly-Changes were being mode in 
the home department after a number 
of decisions by officials allegedly 
fa* ' iring the mafi.i led to 

diaagreements with the police. Bom¬ 
bay's former municipal commission¬ 
er fi.G. Deshmukh took over as chief 
secrecary, dismissing home secretary 
B.l^. Chowgule’s aspirations for the 
post. 

What had hitherto been an isolated 
batDe by DCPs, with Y.C, Pawar 
leading the crime-bu seers, became an 
organised move. Pawar’s efforts to 
eradicate crime led to a unique coun¬ 
ter-attack. with three cases filed 
agatnst him by the mafia. The haras¬ 
sed policeman has been given a spe* 
cial advocate now. All the moves 
suggest that the don’s fortunes have 
declined, 

Varadarajan came to Bombay in 
the early sixties, and began hii 
career as an illicit liquor distiller 
starting on tht payroll of Chclia 
Muthu, a small'time hood. Gradually, 
he began mediating between tiM 


KERALA 


agnation. But all the pressmen who 
had reported the speech stood by 
their reports which everyone includ* 
ingthe chief minister K. Karunakar- 
an. believed. The Congresad) in* 
sifted on an apology from Pillal, but 
an apology after a denial would have 
been loo unbecoming of a man who 
has always made his own rules. 

Just when it seemed thet the Con- 
gressd) and Kerala Congress would 
part ways, a writ petition was submil¬ 
ted to the High Court by K.C. Chan* 
dy, a Congress activist and son of rhe 
Madhya. Pradesh Governor K.M. 
Chandy, who was president of the 
Kerala Pradesh Congrqsr Commit¬ 
tee. Justice Radhakrisfina Menon, 
while admitting the petition re¬ 
marked thet if the minister had in¬ 
deed violated his oath uf office, it 
would be in keeping with the highest 
traditions of parliamentary democra¬ 
cy if he stood down while the peti¬ 
tion was being heard, ThA petirioner 
said that he could prove that the 
minister had indeed called for a 
Punjab-style agitation md in doing 
so. bad violated the oath of office. 
Legal experts also poiaiad 0 ( 4 .that 
the minister waa Jl«Me to be 
punished under the' new Anti- 
Terrorist Law which, cgyiii, that even 
an exhortation to guicH.'anti* 
constitutional actividdl ia'rpunivh- 
able. "Some people were ^tev my 
blood and they 1 m ve got iL" Piflai 
told newsmen soon after bjafvplfba' 
Hon. lo a way, the writ petitieli aaved 
the UDP ministry, ocherwiae, the 
Kerala Congress would have had to 
disown Pillal or head fdr a 
split. 


Minister Quits 


Succumbing to pressure 

M r R. Balakrishna Pillai, the con¬ 
troversial energy minister, res¬ 
igned from (he Kaninakaran govern* 
mertt recently. He was one of the 
founders of (be Kerala Congress end 
a trade lation leader, born into one of 
the wealthiest families in the state. It 
was his brilliant oratory (hat made 
him an important political leader in 
the state. But as a high caste Nair 
Hindu, he was slightly out of place in 
a party (the KeraU Congress) that 
keeps mainly Christian interests in 
mind. Finally, it was his weakness of 
playing to the gallery, that led to his 
downfall. 

During the state meet the Kera 
la Congress in Cochin recently, Mr 
Filial stated that only a Punjal^style 
agitation would open the union gov* 
ernment’s eyes to Kerala’s needs. But 
realising t^t be would not get away 
with what he had said, he denied 
sayioli Anything about a Punjab-sryle 
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TENNIS 


Set to Match the Best 

Artiritraj brothers to coach promising youngsters 


A time will come when the Amrit- 
raj brothers will no longer be 
India's top tennis stars. An eait« 
however, need not necessarily mean 
a total break from a game that they 
love to much. While they will con¬ 
tinue to play cop level tennis for a 
few more years, they realise chat 
their days are almost over. The 
Amriiraj brothers have decided to 
give back something to the game that 
made them famous. With the O S. 
based biscuit company. Nabisco 
Brands Inc and its associate. Britan 
nia Industries Ltd, they have set up 
the Britannia Amricraj Tennis 
Foundation (BAT) in Madras to de* 
velop young Indian tennis talent. 

The prime obiective of BAT is to 
spot the best tennis talents available 
in the country In the age group of ten 
to 14 years and coach them so thet 
they can find a place in the Uavis 
Cup team and do well in the junior 
Wimbledon level. At the moment, 
the BAT has been set up with tempor¬ 
ary facilities bur should it progress 
along the expected lines, its sponsors 
will go in for permanent facilities 
with an investment (hit could exceed 
Rs one crore. according to R. K. Lai, 
vice chairman and managing director 
of Britannia Biscuits. For the inaugu¬ 
ral batch, eight boys in the age group 
of 13* 14 have been selected on the 
basis of thei.' potential—Jay Mer* 
chant. Gaurav Matakar and Sridhar 
Bhabhaiia from Maharashtra, K P. 
Balru], Prasanth Shetty and Bunesh 
Venugopal from TacnJ Nadu, Rohit 
Rajpal from Delhi and Rafi Farooqus 
from Hyderabad. Trials for the sclec* 
tion of the trainees were conducted 
during December 1964 by Vijav and 
Anand Amritraj who personally play* 
ed with and evduated in all 30 boys, 
out of whom these eight were finally 
chosen. The BAT will at present 
make use of the training facilities at 
Che Madras Christian College. The 
b^s will continue with their studies 
at the MCC sdiool. They will be put 
up in a seif•suffidea t private hostel. 
Coaching wUl start at six am with 
jogging and stretching exercises and 
about two hours of tennis practice. 
After dasaes art over, there will ibc 
three hours of tennis practice in the 
tvenlng fdiowed by 4S minute aero* 
bic classaa. The trainees will lead a 
rightly regimenied life and the train* 
ixig will cover not the only physical 
eapecu end coaching but also nbtri* 


tional intake and mental discipline 
**io develop the insimct to win.” Mrs 
Maggie Amiitraj, mother of the 
Amriiraj hruthers who has con* 
siderable experience in nurturing 
tennis players of international 
acclaim will also be closely associ¬ 
ated with the project. She will play 
” mother” to the eight boys. Apart 
from the boarding and lodging of the 
craineec, iheir schooling will also be 
looked after by the sponsors. 

Two experienced American 
coaches, specially selected by the 
Amritraj brothers. Ted Murray (31) 
and Frederic A. Roecker (331 have 
already been roped in by the BAT. 
Both ihem come from Peter Bur* 
wash International of Texas. USA. 
which is a well-known company ipe*, 


boys decided to drop out ontbeir own 
volition the sponsors would reserve 
the right to demand a refund. Lai 
pointed out that they were promot* 
ing e project of this son because it 
would be a significant contribution 
to Indian sports—”We have • social 
responsibility apart from the con* 
tribution we meke to the economy of 
the country by way of our day to day 
operations.” Britannia and Nabisco 
are undertaking the responsibiliry 
for the financing and administration 
of the scheme which will later be a 
fuM'fledged permanent centre. 
However, if the scheme does not 
yield results, it may be abandoned. 
Apart from the coaching, the boys 
I will also be given an opportunity to 
play in the international circuit for 
juniors. 

At the pres« conference. P. L. Red¬ 
dy, secretary, All India Lawn Tennis 
Association asked why Ramenathan 
and Ramesh Krishnan, also based in 
Madras, were not involved in BAT. 
He pointed out that they were also 
involved in the development of ten¬ 
nis potentia] In tha a|4 group of IS to 
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dalising in providing the services of 
expert tennis coaches. They have 
come equipped with video taping 
equipment which will be used as a 
training device. The services of en 
Indian coach T. Cheodresekhv have 
been obtained from the Railways 
Sports Control Board tm loan. The 
BAT has also employed a marker and 
ground staff. 

Vijey and Anand Amritraj will be 
making frequenr crips (in intervals of 
four to six weeks) to Madras to 
personally coacb the boys and Vijay 
Amritraj states that the hoys wo^ 
not be draped by BAT even if they 
found thera wea superior talent in 
the country. However, tf any of the 


16 years. Tlie scheme to train Indian 
talent was conceived by Vijey Amrlt* 
raj 16 months ago in America. 
Rounds of discussions between the 
Amritraj brothers and the Nabisco 
. culminated in tbe setting up of BAT. 
Vijay Amritraj pointed out that the 
scheme was open to girls and ideally 
they would like to take in at least two 
girls. But the practical obstacles that 
came in the way of girls (marriage, 
babies and more babies) often 
curbed their potential so mu^ sotbai 
there were better returns in coaching 
boys. If BAT runs smoothly it might 
play e major and viul role in puettog 
India on the world tennis map. 









Dubious Deal at Dam Site 

Is the Orissa Forest Corporohnn guiJfy? 


W htn the Orissa Forest Corpora 
tion (OFC) handed over the 
Rengeli dam reservoir area in 
Dhenkanal district to the dam pro¬ 
ject authorities through the forest 
department in February last year» it 
had not anticipated that whatever ii 
wanted to suppress would soon be 
exposed. While surrendering the 
area of over one lakh acres, the OFC 
had stated that it had cleared the 
area of all forest growth. The OFC 
officials had thought that the dam 
would be completed before the 1984 
monsoons and the reservoir area 
would be submerged covering up all 
the leftover trees and vegetation. But 
10 their misfortunei the dam re* 
mained incomplete and several lakhs 
of trees and high stumps were dUco* 
vered bi the dam authorities. The 
OFC sought more time (up to the end 
of March 198S) to clear the submeni* 
ble area. But what is suspected is 
that ^‘false vouchers (were) prepared 
for the earlier work.*' According to 
an estimate about Rs two crores 
might have been mivappropnated. 

The OFC has also not been able to 
complete the work by March this 
year as promised. A.K. Ray, chair 
man of the OFC.whUe admitting this 
to SuNDAV. hoped that the reservoir 
area would be cleared before the 
onset of rains this year. "1 have 
engaged not only the Deogarh divi¬ 
sion (of Ihe OFC) but the adjacent 
divisions," he said According to the 
OFC, 70 per cent of the area had 
been cleared. 

But why was the job not completed 
during the four years when 

the OFC was engaged by the forest 
depaitmeni as its sole contractor to 
clear the submersible zone to make ii 
fit fur pisciculture which forms pan 
of tho multi-purpose dam project on 


the river Brahmani? "There was total 
obstruction from the forest depart¬ 
ment. The DPQ (divinonal forest 
officer) prevented ua from working. 
That is the reason why I have pnv 
tested to the government," Mr Ray 
replied. 

How then has the OFC handed 
over the area when lakhs of tre^ and 
stumps were later discovered? To 
this, Mr Rayrepiied "We must have 
cleared the area before the handing 
over." He, at best, admitted that 
there might have been some cop)^ 
growths which were natural. But it is 
baffling as to bow even such growths 
were possible when the trees had to 
be cut flush to the ground, meaning 
that the stumps, which have sprouted 
shoots, should have been removed 
The OFC, as Mr Ray said,was aware 
of the World Bank's stipulation that 
no Stumps could remain as it would 
impede fishing, h is now highly 
doubtful whether the OFC will be 
able to clear the area before the 
monsoons The two other agencies 
concerned with the job, the forest 
department and the Rengali Dam 
Project, have pointed our that the 
OFC had bungled. Said a letter from 
the office of the chief engineer, Ren* 
gall Dam Project, "The OFC failed tv 
clear the area as they were (only) 
interested in valuable timber avail¬ 
able in the approach locations." The 
chief engineer himself wrote down 
the figure of left-out stumps and 
trees given by the forest department 
(after the OFC's surrender of the 
area) from the actuals. The DFO of 
the dam project area v'hv was the 
forest department's luc&l representa¬ 
tive also mited "(here were a large 
number of high stumps in the area 
worked by (he OFC." 

The (rouble between the OFC. (he 


I and 'tump* in the erva •cleared'* bi die OhC 


forest department and the Rengali 
Dam Project came up when the dam 
authorities engaged private contrac¬ 
tors in May last year to clean up the 
trees and stumps in the area already 
shown by the OFC as cleared. The 
private contractors were engaged to 
cut the forest growths and carry 
them away free of royalty. The 
reason for this step was to ensure the 
full clearance of (he area without 
further delay and make It feasible 
for pisciculture. The dam authorities' 
measure, though earlier okayed by 
different authorities, was objacted to 
by the OFC. As the OFC lobby is very 
strong, the action of the dam project 
authorities was condemned by the 
government and the OFC was given 
back the job of clearance of the seme 
area which it wts supposed to have 
achieved a year ago. No action Is 
reported to have been contemplated 
against the OFC for its earlier fai¬ 
lure. The only victim of the entire 
affair is the DFO of the dam project 
area against whom proceedings of 
suspension have been initiated. His 
demand, contained in ■ letter to the 
chief conservator of forests on 6 
February 198$, that "all the prob¬ 
lems on clearance of Rengali reser¬ 
voir be thoroughly enquired and (he 
actual facts be sorted out or else the 
whole thing will remain in darkness" 
seems to have been ignored. His 
letter reveals that he had to agree 
with the action of the dam project 
chief engineer and act in accordance 
with "the resolution passed previous¬ 
ly by the revenue divisional commis¬ 
sioner (northen division), chief con¬ 
servator of forests Sambalpur circle, 
chief executive OFC and other oifi- 
cials." 

The DFO's letter also reveals that 
rh# Then forest minj^rer Harihar 
Karan, now a Congress-l legislator 
took unusual interest in the matter of 
(he private contractor's job and on 29 
November 1984 issued instructions 
1(1 allow timber transport (TT) per- 
niKS to (he private parties engaged 
by the chief engineer (dam project) 

“ on,;ol]ection of some royalty from 
them." The royalty was considered to 
be nominal, k was only after the OFC 
authorities took up the maner with 
the chief minister that the private 
parties were eliminated ahogcchur, 
it is reliably learnt. But the OFC is 
reported to have lost heavily. When 
asked how much the loss was. the 
OFC officials told this correspondent 
that the accounts for (he Bengali 
area were nut recorded separately 
but were included in the total 
accounts of the several OFC divisions 
responsible not only for the reservoir 
site clearance but with ocher jobs. 
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CRIME 

A Nat warial^s Ram Rajya 

Cnminal runs a “paraliei go^'ernmenJ'* in L/P 


R am Rajyd was never so easily 
established. Bent Ram Yadav dsd 
it sitcing in a three^room shack in 
Bidhnu» a country-town about 20 
miles away from Kanpur. He 
appointed ''district magistrates’* and 
'‘police inspectors,** issued warrant 
and public decrees, framed laws, 
arrested people, pronounced judg* 
ments^an entire government sub¬ 
system that functioned in Kanpur, 
^nda, Behraich and Etawah div 
trices of Uttar Pradesh. For years his 
Ram Rajya flourished. Then sudden 
ly. in early February this year it wvnt 
bust 

While on his rounds, an officer 
from the Chemangunj police station 
of Kanpur, came across a rather 
strange signboard. "Colonelguni 
I police station: officer-m charge, 
Munnalal.” He was surprised 
I cause the ColoneJgunj police nation 
I is somewhere else and the place did 
I not look like one at all. He knocked 
at the door but was told chat ‘'station 
officer saheb** was away on his beat. 
The police officer came back the 
next day and found Munnalal in the 
'‘police station." When asked to pro¬ 
duce his credentials, Munnalal 
showed an identity card issued by 
the "Karma Veer Ram Rajya Bharal 
Society Samiti" and signed by Beni 
Ram Yadav. Pr»<ih§nadhy9ksha 
(chief presiden') of the organisation. 
Munnalal was immediately arrested 
and interrogated. During the ques¬ 
tioning be had named ten other peo- 
plo^" karani veers'*as he said of the 
Ram Rajya Bharat Society Samaj— 
running a parallel guverrunent in 
central Uttar Pradesh. 

The police raided the Bidhnu hf^ad 
quarters of the organisation, 
arrested seven persons including 
Beni Ram Yadav and charged all of 
them under Sections 12CB (conspir- 
^y). 171 (iropersonatinn) and 420 
{cheating) of the Indian Penal Code. 
The fouT'page FIR at the Chaman- 
gunj police station listed all the 
articles recovered from Beni Yadav's 
house in Bidhnu. A large number of 
police uniforms eomplete with insig* 
nia, badges of rank, caps, whistles 
and documents including blank ehai 
Ian forma, arrest warrants, forms 
used by the police under various 
sections of the Criminal Procedure 
Code, oath forms that members of 
the society were supposed to fill in, 
certificates of “training" despatch 
reginars. cash receipt registers and 


some cupivs of the "declaratioo of 
the establishment uf Ram Rajya" 
issued by Beni Yadav sometime ago. 
. Alsu iei*(*vered was a copy, perhaps 
4 the only one that Beni Yadav had 
cared to prim, of the constitution of 
the argamsalion. Material including 
identity cards of the "vanguards 
Ram Rajya" is sttll freely available 
in Kanpur 

Keni Yadav's doings seem less an 
effort to run e parellel government 
and mote a convenient way tomakea 
fast buck. Beni Yadav was just 
another 'conman' who tricked peo* 



I 4 Kam Rajvs ■^pogctwfuew'* 


pie whom the administration re* 
I mained unaware uf Fifteen year* 
; ago. Beni Ram. Yadav. a village youth 
I registered (registration No 550) the 
Karam Veer Ran Rajya Bharal Soci¬ 
ety Sumiii as a social service orga- 
nisdtitm and then turned the social 
service organ into a moneyspinning 
racket Netaji. as he is known by the 
people of Bidhni»,ihen began gather* 
ing his staff. For only Rs 238 he 
promised to make anyone a "district 


S ix months after the tragedy at 
Bhopal, “London Television's 
World m Acnoo'* presented an hour 
Innit indepth Investigation of the 
catastrophe. It unveils a story of bed 
engineering, reckless cost-cutting 
and a disregard for people** lives. 
The most striking example of callous¬ 
ness was the s^e of tee «hins in 
stores in Connecticut and West Virgi¬ 
nia saying “Kiss a Carbider today" 
and '’(‘m a lovable Carbider “ This is 
a public relations campaign by Union 


magisiraie" or a “police inspector." 
He gave each member of his society 
an identity card, and *h« title of 
k^ram veer and invented them with 
unlimited powers. They were so wide 
thiit karam veers were virtually un¬ 
accountable to anyone. They could 
carry any kind of arms and distribute 
them to people of their choice, they 
could sqise vehicles, search any 
house and arrest people (who in- 
' cidentally could not be bailed out 
under the laws of Beni Yad4v‘» socie- 

ly)- 

While they went around flaunting 
their uniforms, identity cards and 
powers. Beni Ram Yadav accumu¬ 
lated money. He constructed a pucca 
two-storeyed house at Hridaypur 
Shimbbua, his native village some 
distance away from Bidhnu where it 
still stands. His whereabouts or those 
of his family are still unknown. They 
have all been missing ever since he 
. was granted bail a few days after his 
i arrest on 18 February. But there is 
someone around who knows Beni 
Yadav. Ram Khtlawan was a middle- 
aged man with a perpetual frown on 
his face. He used to be the “treasur¬ 
er" of the Keram Veer Ram Rajya 
Bharat Society Samiti. When the 
police came to arrest him he man¬ 
aged to escape saytng he was only a 
prarin/dfij (representative) who was 
responsible for recruiting members 
for the society. “J did it as a friend. .. 
Beni of course made a lot of money.... 
I it used to pour in in the iorm of taxes 
' collected from the districts...he has 
got all the money." Ram KhiJawan 
said. He does not know where Beni 
Ram Yadav is today or what he is 
doing. Neither do rhe Kanpur 
police who have flashed an alert in 
all neighbouring districts know al> 
out Beni Yadav. Perhaps, sitting in 
^ some obscure region Beni Ram 
Yadav is planning a new move. 
ian*wta0 Th^nr. Now MM 


Carbide in order to regain its image 
in the USA, It has been supported by 
its employees scared tu lose their 
jobs in the West Viramia plant which 
is similar in design to the one in 
Bhopal. A resident of the town, who 
IS campaigning for the closure of the 
plant which has just been reopened 
said .“There is no other word for it 
but obscene To wear something like 
this after Bhopal. Just obscene." The 
investigations uf the TV team show 
that the Ameiican company was 


BHOPAL TRAGEDY 

The Cat astrophe on Screen 

A l/mdon 7V /iJm bJunies Union Carbide 
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dwar« that iheir methods of making 
and sioring deadjy MIC gas were 
dangerous^ that Union Carbide be 
queached lo Bhnpal a dangerous 
plant, ignored warnings and in a 
fierce bout of cost<u(ting drove the 
plant through the safety barriers in 
contrast with the company's claim 
that it did nothing chat caused nr 
contributed to the world's worst in¬ 
dustrial accident. 

With (he aid of confidential Unxrn 
Carbide documents and interviews 
with former key employees speaking | 
out for the first lime, thv 
documentary team says that Bhopal 
was a disaster just waning to happen. 

Jt says that Union Carbide had a very 
strict safety operations manual 
which instructed safety officers all 
over the world tu send in a report of 
accidents and faiaUties (o the head 
uffice in the US. Hence, there could 
be Uttle truth in the Union Carbide 
aiaiemeni that they were not aware 
of the various accidents that had 
been taking place in Bhopal from 
19A2 mwards, the many warnings 


Gen. Rr«had(Mtl wUb Rajiv Gandhi 

T he 2S0*minute long flying visit to 
Bangladesh by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi on 2 June was a trail* 
blazer. Most people in fiarr^adash. 
though surprised by the sudden dect- 
sioR. have taken his initiative not 
only as a good neighbourly gesrura 
but also as a sign of his new brand of 
politics. 

The Indian Prime Minister, arcom 
panied by the Sri Lankan President 
R. Jeyewardeoe. left Dhaka within 


and the growing fears of the workers 
of the factory Indeed, it quotes a 
Union Carbide operation manual 
saying. "A certain amount of tome* 
gas release and emission is unavoid¬ 
able and unpredictable " 

The team interviewed Tan Swift, an 
expert in safety systems. He bad 
worked with Union Carbide frum 
1975 to I9BQ Mr Swift categorically 
said that the three stage safetv sys 
tem in Bhopal was inadequaieand he 
indenitfied critical deficienL«es in 
the system He said the scrubbei Uhe 
second line of defence should the 
deadly MIC gas be released from 
storage tanks) at best could have 
dealt with only one-third nf the MIC 
stored and the flare tower, which was 
designed in the US cvvld burn out 
only a fraction of the lethal gas. 

Comparisons were made between 
the plant m West Virginia and the 
one at Bhopal. Union Carbide's chair¬ 
man Warren Anderson hud said. 
“The safety systems were lust as 
gooH." However, after examindiiun. \ 


lands. When they reached Uhr Char, 
much of the island was under water. 
Rajiv Gandhi wearing a gum boot, 
walked Through the slush to the 
briefing centre on the island and 
visited other places to distribute re¬ 
lief maienais to rhe sur/ivors. The 
lenders spent about SO minutes on 
(he island before returning to Dhaka 
After a brief preiis conference 30 


thv documentary says that the West 
Virginian plant )s belter mamtained, 
there is no dangerous cost-cutting at 
I the expense of safety—the crucial 
I refrigeration piani was not shut 
I down Most important, it had an 
' evacuation plan and a computerised 
alarm system. A safety official at the 
; plant said, “Our plant wouldn't oper¬ 
ate without such an evacuation 
plan." 

Mr Swift said that one knew as 
enrlyasinl976thaisafeiy systems like 
the one iH Bhopal couldn't cope with 
a leak of gas and liquids since they 
had only been designed for gas flow. 
I According to him. there are at least 
I Sa.OOO safely systems for chemical 
I production throughout the world 
' winch would be inadequate if e Bhop* 
al type of leak occurred. It is a 
reminder that the tragedy of Bhopal 
could happen again because some 
companies are too preoccupied mak¬ 
ing profits and cuiiing losse.s to be 
bothered by vafeiy requirements. 

JUrtSe rahifeder. leodeo 


minutes later, they were back in 
Delhi, The visit by Rajiv Gandhi end 
J R Jeyewardeno. however, left a 
visible and lasting impact on rhe 
people's mind, Rajiv Gandhi fold 
newsmen that the purpose of the 
vivt was "to show that we cere for 
Bangtadnsh and the Bangladeshis at 
the time oi their distress and when 
they are down." The presence of Sn 
Lanka's President. J.R Javewerdene 
was also significant. Replying ro a 
question, he said he was "looking 
forward tn the SARC summit anx¬ 
iously." thus removing doubts about 
Sri l.ankan participation in the 
summit. 

Mr Gandhi said; "The vivii wus 
wry very short hut wc are very much 
moved by the warm feelings of the 
people in iht. affected areas in spite 
of their sufferings.” The trip, he felt, 
would lead to stronger and closer ties 
between the two friendly neigh¬ 
bours. Though he seemed quite over¬ 
whelmed. he did not mince matters. 
He said 'There was tremendous de- 
va^taiioR.. hy the cyclone. We have 
done our little bit to help " But he 
made it clear that he had not come to 
Bangladesh to either discuss or solve 
the Ganga waters problem, at a time 
when (he Joint Rivers Commission 
(JRC) Diinisterial level meeting was 
in progress in Dhaka but thought 
that his visit would further improve 
relations between the two countries 
and help tu solve the outstanding 
issues. 

However, President Erihad end 
Rijiv Gandhi did discuss bilateral 
issues and all international matters 


DIPLOMACY 

India: The Friend in Need 

Ra/iv Gandhi’s trip is weJeomfid hy Bongiodeshis 
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ten cninutes of their arrival, for Urir 
Char, one ol rhe worst affected is¬ 
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of mutual intarast including the 
$ARC summit schedule in Dhaka 
next December, on their way to Urir 
Char and on their way back to Dha¬ 
ka. Bangladesh's foreign adviser. 
Humayun Kashid ChoHdhury white 
briefing newsmen saul: “I have 
reasons to believe that the discus- 
stons ended on very p<iMt)ve and 
friendly note/’ and appeared opii- 
mistic about the solution of some of 
the outstanding bilateral issues in 
the near future. This wa« the fir^t 
time President Ershail and f*Time 
Mimsi 'r Rajiv Candhi,were meeting 
after Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
funeral. During their brief discus 
sions on bilateral pinMems in 


November. President Ershad had 
told Rajiv Gandhi that had he (Rajiv 
Gandhi I played golf, ih^ two could 
strive their problems in the golf 
course? 

Rajiv Gandhi's brand of dip1om«icy 
has generated a positive reaction. A 
well known Bangladeshi architect, 
with strongly anti Indian opinions, 
told Si NriAV 'ecenily. "This man (Ra¬ 
jiv Candh>> means business Me is 
young and has cuoie with relreshing- 
ly new ideas and has dynamism. He 
gives us hope * The Dhaka Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry's newly 
elected President Mahbubur Rah 
men. lauded Kajiv Gandhi’s gesture 
He io<» believes, that the Indian lead 


er\ poMiivc ihicikinK would yield 
positive results in ih** neuc iuiun- 
Presidcni Hossjin Mnliumnijd 
Krshad was'pleass il Svirh the unique | 
gasiure of ihs* Indiiiii Prime MiniMor | 
and d(-M.rjh(-d Ihe visci us a "siqnifi 
cam fk'Velfi|imcni in ihe spirit o> | 
regional conpi-rutuin " Krshjd said | 
thai the visit had demon'•irated the 
extraordinary gestine ui suiiJaritv ! 
and sympathy towards the |i«<t>p)e ul 
Bangladesh and added lhai the visir ' 
was a source iif inspiration to the 
cyclone-affected people. “VVe are . 
deeply touched by this gesture. ’ he ' 
said. I 

tjmd Oha*a I 



actions agmnst civilians. The jnint i 
lommunique issued aiier Bhandari's 
vuit to Colombo ill April had given i 
(ho impression that terrorisi violence ' 
must fii ht Slop if talks are to be held. I 
Even here, it has iiui heon made \ 
steer whviher terrorism should end '• 
first, or whether both forms of vi<>» 
lence should stop smuibaneously. 
Neither has a time frame lieen men¬ 
tioned Tt Is clear that the two govern¬ 
ments began their search for x snlu- 
(ion all over again Thus, the nuts 
and holts of a permanent peHiofiil 
solution will come much laier, if it 
does Ht all The trip has disuppomted 
the Tamils who fH'l tlmt ibe exercise 
isaway of buying time. 

According to s<iuices. the Hn Lank 
an government hiis ptumised to res¬ 
tore civil administratiun in the Tamil 
areas, (he moment India persuades 
(he Tamil terrorists to .>(op fighting. 
This IS likely to reduce tensions for 


SRI LANKA 


A Small Step Forward 

TnJks brtivfien Inriio find Srr Liinkn end on a hope/ul nole 


T he joint cnmmunirpi*' issued at 
the end nt the visit of the Sri 
Lankan rresidvnt .1 Jasewardctie 
and national i«cuii(y minister L. 
Athuluihmodali was oiilv a small 
step forward in solving the Tamil 
prohler»i. It rviteraiod only the 
penpheru) issue's that hove been 
tuken foi gmitted—(hat India has n 
role to play in (lie rthuK rrisia and 
ihat the pre-seni problems thuuld bc- 
solved quicklv No fresh proposal 
put forwiiril, though juyewar 
done said that the regional aulonomv 
hu envbdged, would ensue e elec tions 
(nr (he consi'dition id the (hstrui 
counciix. wirh rcpveseiuaiives from 
I he* area. Later, more lights and 
powers would be given to the districi 
' councils, culminating in (he setting 
I up of a coordinating couniil. Mv also i 
promised to grant amnesty lo r<oni) 
militants provided lliey lard down 
(heir arms. ' 

llte adjectives used by both g<rs | 
emmenis to describe the tatk» werr 
"cordial, frank, sincere and useful.’ | 
But how useful the talks m'lually , 
were can only be judged bv the | 
courre of events in Sri iMinkii. The 
I two governments have decided that 
"immediate steps'’ should be (uken 
to defuse the situation and creaie a 
proper climate so that a piditicul 
seillemem can bv cvulved wtthm the 
unitary structure of Sri Lanka. 
Romesh Bhandaii. foreign seiretary 
however, did not spell nut the ’steps' 
as it was up to the Sri Lankan 
government to decide on that This is 
a comedown from G. Rarthasxrathy s 
days who as Indira Gandhi's special 
envoy had outlined the workings of 
provincial councils that would pro¬ 


vide legmnul uutonumy lo the 
Tamils 

The jnini lommuiuque Mates, "The 
(wn sides further agreed that all 
fnrms of violence should abate and 
finally cease Every effort will lie 
made for the speedy restoration of 
mirmxicv m ihv nonhern and eastern 
provinces This will he conducive to 
(he early return of Sri Lankan 
iiiiren« who are in India, (o Sri 
UnkA " 

The only progrs'ss the Indian gov 
eriimvnt made was to record that "all 
fnrms nf violence** must cease Mr 
Bhandari clarified (hat j( referred 
both to terrorist violence and armv 

I -• 
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the Tamils who live In fear of the Sri 
Lankan iroops. 

With Jayewardene showing visible 
signs of aging, it is the 46 year-old 
national security minister. Lalith 
Athulathffludali, who has begun tak* 
ing charge. The Oxford-educated 
minister and in all probability 
Jayewardene's successor agreed to 
meet this correspondent recently. In 
the cuuise of the exhaustive 90* 
minute interview, Athulathmudali 
mode a number of things clear. 
Under no circumstances vrould the 
President ever agree to bring the 
north and the east under one umbrel¬ 
la as initially suggested by the pro¬ 
vincial councils. The two regions 
would be carved into two districts 
because the Tamils are not in the 
majority in the area. The ruling U NP 


Athulathmudali. *The Tamil terror¬ 
ists who have finished their training 
in Tamil Nadu and have crossed over 
with weapons are now confronting 
us. The Tamil Nadu training camps 
are the biggest obstacles in curbing 
terrorism. I know for a fact that there 
are training camps in Coimbatore, 
Thanjavur, Meitupalayam and 
Counoor. We have these training 
camps on video. 1 have a lovely film 
of Sri Sabaraihnam (leader of TELO) 
inspecting a camp in a lovely place 
between Coimbatore and Mettupa* 
laym. I have sworn evidence taken hy 
the local police in a small town wherv 
a poor fanner was killed (by Tamil 
militants) because he gave proiec. 
tion to • small boy frr»m Sri Lanka 
who ran away from one of the train> 
ing camps.** **1 know for a fawt that 
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Pirabhtkaraa 


hold** ten of the 12 seats in this area. 
This is a testimony tu the fact that 
the people in the region support the 
government. But TULF leader Mr 
Amirthalingacn is firm on this score 
and walked out of the all party 
conference when Che government 
mode known its decision to bifurcate 
the region. Mr Athulathmudali. 
however, said that his government 
was prepared to discuss the issue 
with the people of the east. He said 
Che kind of regional autonomy envis¬ 
aged by the UNP government re* 
volved around the provincial council 
with the only difference being chat 
there would be two districts instead 
of une. He said the Tamil areas would 
have more powers than the union 
territories of India. 

Bur (cnorist activity has increased 
in the recent months. According to 








m 






Mr Pirabhakaran (leader of LTTK) 
sends his boats frnin Vedaranyam (in 
Tamil Nadu) to Vvlveiithurai and 
Nagerkovil in Sn Lanka " 
Athulathmudali accused the mili. 
tants of being brutal and racist. The 
killing of the ex-roavicis of the Kent 
and Doll ar fa rms in November 19d4 
by the LTTE was **done m the most 
brutal fashion.' He states that he has 
a recording of Pirabhakaran order, 
ing his men to bill 300 Sinhalese in 
the Anuradhapura massacre. He also 
pointed out that in a bank robbery 
conducted sometime ago. Uma 
Maheshwaran (leader of PLOT) kil¬ 
led the Sinhalese guards while he 
chose to gag the Tamil guards. 
Admitting ihai a major problem in 
finding a permanent political «enW 
mem was the Sinhala opposition par> 
ties, the minister stated that tfU' most 


crucial aspect of a settlement was to 
make it last. He felt that a consensus 
would have to be evolved and said 
that he had an open mind about 
negotiating with the Tamil militants. 
Referring to SLFP leader Mrs Ban* 
daranaike's assertion that any fresh 
propiisal would be opposed unless it 
was put before the people, the minis¬ 
ter said chat, he was willing to con¬ 
cede this point as “any proposal that 
is ultimately agreed on will gain in 
strength by being accepted by the 
people.” Asked whether that would 
mean another referendum, he re¬ 
plied. '1 don't want to talk about the 
special mndalities. ..tha key sectors of 
public opinion will get an opportun¬ 
ity to express their views.' 

Mr Athulathmudali denied that his 
government had opted for a military 
solution to end the crisis. He said the 
military had to be strengthened to 
counter the terrorian. “History says 
that when faced wuli acts of violence 
governments in power have ro resist 
ii. Bui we don't make the mistake of 
thinking that resisting violence is 
the solution." He said the morale of 
the armed forces, contrary to what 
the terrorists say is very high and 
claimed (hat the programme for the 
settlement of armed Sinhalese in 
predominantly Tamil areas was a 
response to the LTTL attack on 
Sinhala civilians. While such a prog¬ 
ramme can lead to civil war. he felt 
that the repercussions would be grea¬ 
ter if Sinhalese civilians continued to 
be killed. They were armed only to 
defend themselves against the Tamil 
terrorists. Why did'nt he post troops 
in these villages instead of arming 
civilians? Mr AthulaihmudHli's reply 
was; “It is quicker tn arm civilians 
than train soldiers as the latter re¬ 
quires four to ^ive months to be 
trained and Firabhukaran will not 
wail for four or five months (ill I 
train my soldiers.,^ He feared that 
killing civilians would result in some¬ 
thing worse than a crisis of confi¬ 
dence against his government. 

Mr Athulatbitiudali said that as 
soon as terrorist violence ended, 
army actions would stop and the 
country's ethnic problem would be 
settled. Talking In a lighter vein, he 
said that he and Pirabhakaran are 
both born on the same day—26 
November. He hoped they would 

have more in Ci>mmoo and would 
eventually become friends. "There 
are so many important things to do in 
Sri Lanka than shooting at each 
other. And these people (the miU- 
lants) who are doing all sorts of 
lerrible things now must one day, 
come into the mainstream of poli- 
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Understanding 
the Police 

H is severe (MJice cap 
and genrle haset eves 
may look incongruous 
together. He happens lo 
be a police officer with an 
impeccahle record. Veii 
Marwah, the first union 
terrirory cadrv ufficcr to 
become New DelhiS police 
commissioner, recalls hrs 
first posting 29 years ago 
at Dtamund Harbour. West 
Bengal: '*1 hud u huge 
hou.se on the hanks ol the 
Hoci^ly. There was no 
running warvr nr eUctrU 


Honoured Indian 

i ntern at ionai recogniU(*ii 
came the Indian novelist 
Dr Mulk Raj Anand's way 
when his name was 
announced for this year's 
International Academy for 
Philosophy of Art prize. 
The BOyear old author 
whose popular works in* 
elude l'Drouc^ab/e, 
Cooiie, The Big Mean, 
Mornmg Face and Co/i/es* 
sions of e Lover was 
chosen as one of the two 
laureates for his contribii* 
cioo **8$ an Indian n(iveli«r 
writing in English and as a 
poet devoted to the values 
of freedom and peace..." 
The other writer chosen 
for the prestigious award 
is Or (Miss) Florence Hecr* 
Ur, professor ai Fordham 
TJniveriiiy, New York. 
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ity iHit 1 1 m«I ihui’ p.inkh<i 
wallow uiid twn I>>oikIh*s .m 


Doubles for Life 

W itli ihi* .(going Vijay 
.\miicia) spvridinK 
mine* iind ninro lime on 
tennis uhiKils .iiul shoW' 
In7, ilu* ( huhhv cheeked 
21*voai old Non of Rumu 
ii.ilh.in Krishn.iri. aiguciblv 
Indi.i’'* gie.itest irnnis 
pUyer over, is iIk* one ten 
nis Mils ale hnAing up to 


ray disposal. For a boy 
from arid Peshawar, the 
abundance of water all 
RMind was a delight." Sub* 
sequent postings as DIG 
(VIP security) and IC 
(Misoram) were less com¬ 
fortable and in his own 
words "more demanding 
and adventurous." Deco* 
rated many times, the 
police chief specially re¬ 
members the gallaniry 
medal he received in 1974. 
"How can you forget pel* 
lets that are still lodged m 
your head?" he laughs. 
Has he any new ideas on 
how to improve the 
police's larnt^ed image? 


for miracles on court. 
Kamesh. a rising star in 
today's hiidily competitive 
world of professional ten* 
ms. and winner of the 
junior Wimbledon and 
Trench Open titles, won 
another round recently, 
ihi^ time off court. Hi» 
new partner for life is 
''riya. a college student 
and a friend of his sister 
tiuwn. 


“The police have pride in 
their |ob aitd organisation. 
We must make their work¬ 
ing anil living conditions 
more humane lo enable 
them to be svmpaiheiic 
while (lealiug with the 
public You can’t pav a 
constable an unskilit'd 
worker's wugeN iiful oxpeci 
him to behave* like a L«>n* 
don bnhhy." he said. Mr 
Marwah continues to live 
in his uid house, lie has 
not moved into the ofiiiial 
residence of the coinmis 
sioner, and the uitly signs 
that show his change in 
status are a few Ixiutjuets 
of wilting flowers. 
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KahMu ih*iK»n 


The Light in 
Her Life 

T he large almond* 
shnpesJ o.ves ore siuhi- 
Jess hot a pietiy smile 
lights up Kaipona Jhiog 
an's face when she talks ro 
you: "I was lonfidenl of 
passing." she say«. talkmy 
about he I lecent sucitss 
in the class XI board ex¬ 
aminations. "Sul I never 
hoped for a first division, 
iK'cause yen can never be 
sure of ritaulis in a secon* 
dhand examination." Kai* 
pang had to dictate hot 
answers to a writer and 
was given an extended 
time limit. 

A student of Modern 
School. Delhi. Kalpana 
finds her a/ma moter “the 
best pan of my life alter 
my family'’. As she tires 
easily, she cannot devote 
much lime to music. She 
cheerfully shrug:: off this 
disadvantage. "1 can listen 
(0 all the music 1 want to" 
One of Kalpana'ii favourite 
pastimes is to listen to the 
Gita being read by the 
person closest to her ->her 
grandmother. 
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VARIETY/Science 


Television for Deaf People 

T he visual medium len r —*- 

make art impaci cmlv 
completed by sound. 

Millions of viewers have ^ 

been deprived of (his uni* Rt*— •—S 
que atidiO'Visual faciluy b 

which television provides ^ 

because of their physical ^ 

handicap of deafness. . 

However, (hey need not L. . —• 

despair, as French television has now introduced a 
special teletext system of providing subtitles, which 
inserts a few lines on the top of the screen to make for 
better undei standing. Moreover, the subtitles remain 
invisible to those it does not cuncern. A miniaturised 
decoder is made available to help the deaf with the 
subtitles, which can also be attached tu ihe television 
set. 


Fatal Spirit 

I n (he United States, akohul is the third leading cause 
of deaths among old people More than 20 per ceni of 
those aged 61 and above, are akoholics. A 

largv number ot them turn to alcohol to escape from ihe 
prol>lem> asMKiated with growing old. Symptoms such as 
'^falling and breaking of the hip/' confusion, forgetful 
ness, changes m behaviour, and failing health among the 
elderly are often passed off an senility oi ihe "ageing 
process/' 


Sponge: The Latest Contraceptive 

T he latest contraceptive to hit the American 
markets is the sponge. Thirty four million sponges 
have already been sold and an estimated one million 
American women have used it. The sponge, which fits 
inside the vagina, can provide contraceptive cover for 24 
hours without additional spermicide, li is said to be 69 to 
91 per cent effective. However, doctors in Britain are 
still sceptical about the efficacy of the aponge as a 
contraceptive device. 


Viskmary Creatures 


A series of experiments 
bv a Swiss research 


a Swiss research 
y>*.. A — team shows chat ants use 

two different forms of vi* 
sign for finding their way 
back to the seat after 
O ^ I foraging for food. One de- 

I pends on recognising land* 
I marks and the other on the 

—--- ^ ability to use patterns of 

polarised light in the sky as a compass. The scientists saj 
that an ant can easily be trained to find a food source 
more than 20 metres away from its colony. Having 
arrived at the food, the ant will grasp the bait and run 
home along a straight path, selecting the proper direc* 
(ion even if the insect is removed to an unknown 
territory and prevented from seeing either landmarks or 
the sun. the celestial pattern of polarisation is sufficient 
as a compass cue 


The Long-distance Traveller 

S ome lobsters, known I* . - - 

as sluggish creatures 
of Che deep, may cover 100 
miles or more each year. 

Many ap^r to complete j 

a long.distance circuit and 

remm to their starting CSr 

point, according to Mary ' 

Cerullo of the University Mr 

of Maine Sea Gram Col I ■ --- 

lege Frogi.imme who is undertaking a research on the 
movements of large lobsters in the Gulf of Maine. The 
research seem- to confirm what lobster men have known 
for decades—tha^ lobsters tend to migrate farther off* 
shore in search vf deeper and warmer waters in the 
winter, then return in the springtime. The study could 
also shed light on bow the movements affect the lobster 
population. AUbough must of the lobsters moved two to 
seven miles from where they were released. 11 per cent 
were tracked an average of 60 imles. Including several 
that later returned to their original release area. 


Occupational Hazard 

O ccupational hazards often go hand in hand with 
one’s job. but none are as strange as the tale of the 
glove maker of Somerset <Engiandl:a woman who made 
leather gloves at home suffered from an over*actjve 
thyroid gland. She was put on radio iodine but the level 
of the thyroid homone circulating in her blood dropped 
below normal. The effect was that slie changed from a 
raiional person to a confused one and was admitted to 
hospital with a severe stomach ache. On examination it 
was found that (he large bowel was perforated and a 
peculiar yellow worm like mass was sticking out. This 
niasa (umed out to be 600 elastic bands, which were used 
to keep (he glove leather bundles together. Later, it was 
discovered that her nephew had been putting them in 
her tea. 


Meteorites: Clues to Life 

eteoriies from spice 
_ ^ contain tantalising 

chemical clues to the ori* 
jPtt of orgmic life. But 
M ) while chemists find such 

materials as ami no 
acids (which are building 
*^i%g .♦ .ygEfey' blocks of proteins, or the 

I ^41*^ bases that form units of 

r-7-^ the genetic code), they 

have been imabie to explain how these crucial com* 
pounds have arisen. Now two scientists from Che uni* 
versity of Alabama. Thomas J Wdowiak and David G. 
Agr^ii. report the presence ot nny particles of magne* 
litc in a meteorite that fell near Orgueil. France, in 1864 
l^iese particles could have been the catalysts char 
encouraged the chemicals to form. The Orgueil 
meteorite is 3.5 per cent organic material, which in* 
eludes amino acids. Such pre-life chemicals have been 
found in other meteorites. Also, Cyril Ponnamperuma, of 
the University of Maryland, recently announced that the 
Murchison meteorite coatami all five of the bases that 
combine in different ways to encode genetic instruc* 

tiOnS. KhMMM 
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VARIETY/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 16 JUNE 1985 BY AMRITLAL 



ARIES (16 AatII— 14 M«v) TTvs 
1 $ d <8vok>rA^ time for ^ 
ers: you may qo ahead with 
your marriage pfans You are 
hkeiy lo g»tn money from 
unexpected aources The domestic Ironi 
Will be peaceiui Sportsmen ar>d ariisis roo 
car expect a good week A pteasani 
surprise awads you at the end ot (he week 
Proieseionais should deal w»ih ineir super* 
^ors with (act Avord going on pleasure 
trips 

Good dales: I7. id and iO. 
ladtv eumben; 1 3 ar>d 4 
Fivourable diracllen: South*easi 


0* *aiMt 14 MplM 

BuSkne$an«un wd( be 
MPa confronied with prigni pros- 
mBW ^ pects do not hesdaie lo 
Mbsa^ undertake risky yeniutes 
lovers wiH liod then parents iA a comprom- 
iSAg mood However, this la not a very 
good week for professiortais. Students 
should exe.cise caution m accepting 
0PP0dunrt>es Youf children may be de* 
mand*r>g but deal w<th inem sympeihehcai- 
ly Avoid pieesure 
Good dates: IG. 20 vid 22 
Lacty eanitn: ?. 3 and 4 
FevMraWe dkecHee: East 





m-' 


SAGinAAluG 11 A Deeamber— 

14 JauMtY) Students and 
ihose unemployed aie likely 
lo receive good news. While 
siudents may gel a chance to 
siudy in prestigioua instiiutionSs a lOb is in 
the Idling lor those of you who are unem> 
ployed Friends and teiaiives wilt be of 
great tielp Do rtot negieci your health and 
consult a physician at the siighest mdict* 
tion of iNness lovers should avoid un* 
necessary arguments 

Geed dates; 1 G. 20 mo 2 i 
Laekv Nfltberi: 2. 3 and 7 
Faveurabla directtea: Well 


w 


fAURUS <l6f4ar—14JSM1 A 

iob I $ I n Ihe offing for those of 
you who are unemployed A 
tetter Irom abroad will bnr»g 
unexpected good titfmgs 
PruiessKin.v^ and businessmen are lAefy 
to periorm well the home from will remain 
peaceful However, your deiraciors may try | 
to harm you, sc be or> iho alen Business } 
r^en should not indulge m speculation 
Tflke cure ol your healih ar>d diet 
Seed dates; id. dO and 22 
Ivsiiv ftvmbsrt: 3, S and 6 
Faseureblt dlracRon: Norm 


VIRGO (IS tepiemlar—14 
Oeiebarl a lucky week i$ 
dSr J -J 4head of loven and eiigiMe 
bacheiora Your work wiii be 
Appreciated by your super* 
XHS buswiessmen too can go ahead with 
their expansion piar>s Some o> 

you may even come ecrosa unexpeciod 
windfaKs Spurtsmen and iriisis writ pros* 
per during this phase A letter at the end of 
the week wiH biing you good news 
Good Mn (6. 19 and 20 
Lscirr eemben: 3. R ar< 7 
FavetHiblt dlrssiiea South west 


CAPRICORN ni Masarv—14 
I FiMiyj Some of ymi are 
. "kely 10 gem mor>ey through 

X unexpected sources Thra *t 

^ also a favourable week for 
counship erto marriage alliances. Thoae in 
governmerti services can look forward to a 
promohon Siudents too will fare well in 
ihsir exammationi Businessmen should 
carry on wiih their protects Those atwve 
90 should take care ol their health. 

Good ones' 17, 18 artd 19 
LtSfcif avmMrs: A. 7 and 8 
Fureerablt dlredtsa: Nonh eaii 


OFMINI (18 JuAi-U Jely) 
This is a good time u> get 
BP ^ married Students are kkeiy 
r J jfR lo get opponumhes to study 
abroed A prprrtotion ot a 
belter posting is m the offmg tor those 
employed. Women can expect to reerve 
expensive gifts such as cloihrf^ and lewei- 
lery Businessmen can go ahead wrih the* 
pro)ec(s for exparieicn, Bui do not r>eof»ci 
your henfih and avord spicy food 
Qsad dstai: 17. is and 20 
Ueky senibari: b, 7 and $ 

Fsveunbfs dirieilen: West 


■ LlIRA (U Ociebtr—14 
HMiiberi The ptoleasionai 
lror4 wA conimue lo be n* 
sp<i*rtg Businessmen and 
0 ^>c factor employees vn(i 
cxospei You wiB come in contact wiih an 
tnfluenbal oersor Maiters pertairvng ic 
property w4l bn ir^su*ved m your favour A 
louiney duiv>g the middle of the week will 
pTvve 10 te I'rtaDCiaBy profitable Thistfw»t 
(#>« f<gh» ('<m; fQ» memage 
Good Ms: id. 20 and 2l 
Udty asinbsrs: 7. 8 and 9 
FavesraMi dlrecRot: South 


Pio\0‘'o:<* 


AQUARIUS (18 Ftbnsrv—14 
MarNil Rely on your busir>ets 
partners tor help. Students 
will be feted for iheir extra- 
cumculsr aclivilies If you are 
unemployed, there are bnghl chances that 
you Will gel a tob A good phase for 
malrtinor>tal negoiiatior^s You can expect 
to go abroad A mem< 

ber of ynur family will mijundersiand you 
arid lh<8 could lead to strained relations. 
Geed dstsi: 19 20 end 22 
Issby ssmben; 2 . 8 and 6 
FtvDtirsMs tfirseties: West 


?W 


CANCER (18 Jelf—14 August) 

This IS a favourable period for 
marriage negotiations. An 
unexper:led lourney is m 
sloro for you. Peace will reign 
et home Professionals are likely to gel a 
promotion Businessmen loo will make 
steady progress Speculative ventures wiR 
yield good results. Some ol you rnay 
receive morvey or property through unex¬ 
pected sources. But keep a sharp eye on 
your health 

Good dttir 17. t9 and 21 
luehy niwilMrt: 7, 8 and 9 
FivftKtbla diraenoe: North*we$i 




SCORPIO (18 Novembef—14 
December) A good phase for 
«huse m love *js well as lor 
speculators The domestic 
scene wH remam peaceful 
The mad wA br<i>g you good lidings 
However, keep away from legat rnatteis 
and do nol consuR your fr«ends and rela¬ 
tives on cnioaf issues Be oteoared for 
setbacks on the professional front Yovr 
deteixxatmg heaiih wiH add to your wor- 
nes 

Good dafes: 17 i8 and 19 
iMty Miorr i . 3 and € 

Fasowabia OfrocNoi: East 


■ PISCES fib Manfe-14 Afrll) 

Professionally, this wilt M a 
lucky week lot you. Thoae of 
you who are on the look out 
lor k(e partners, will be auc* 
cessful during rhis period A ma|or event ts 
lAeiy to lake place Fmanciei gams may 
come your way but you might have some 
difficulty in retrieving money let out. Use 
tact arid caution whiJv dealing with your 
colleagues Someone dose to you might 
create problems 
Deed 4SMS: 16, 17 and 20 
iKky uMbrn: i. 5 and 9 
Ftveersbit flrecNaa: South 


Fer ttoee ben behinie 18 May and 14 Jaat 

You are honest and trustworthy but somedmas you have a lenoency lo ovarasamaie your own capabilities it is only with your very 
intimate friends or those whom you greatly admre. that you edmfi youi faults However you have recognised the faun,* you try 
10 aliminate ii as far as poasibie Nature is a great aource or ^ to you and helps you to regam coniidenr n wn*» you ara feeling 

down*arto*oui. 


Mnti 


VARIEfY 


Chhss 


Oi (. 

9 NaiTie ih^ .</.) 

wa$ 1 >ort> tn ^^^artiru. t»<arr< u iiiwhs 


Hodgaoo IBIack) to mov* 




%«yA« A 

?- ?> * I 

.V- BAS:- 

C B -^S^ 

X 0 H'-.r 


»S 


Mroly IWhfMl 


fl«rM>tAA«ry «kpv<li|iOA On «*>••• MMn 
now ombtrks wauW nowcv> • br «wri4^>n*t 
10 iWtIy »fv OOrtHflB 

X CMM’ 9^ > Q>P 

Ht eoukf MSnii! h* <s •n irf..> j>i «. • < 

0-Ql lolhor ihfn (movuu! !*•*■ w< . * v 

t«iu«t 9 ir>e Mwii 


*1 


fA MMn tw<< Aii»i . >. . 
w«re CtfM VV««I 

DoAlo* Mo*1^ L’^vc •>' 

♦ f 1 

♦ .t «• 4 / 

♦ <9 / :47 

4> -t 

♦ K J kj A A«( ' 

ABfc3 ui c .) 

♦ 10 ”c ‘ 4 00^ 

♦ A0743? " *Knt. 

» Q 109^4 ? 

♦ A J £ t 

♦ lu ^ 

A Mir Iron* KochS'iinfi >xH*i,iv *, 
tN» 64MWMI C*f(J» 10 &'• 


7N« id oi |>rOVOCi(IOf) t\t$ boon poilictoO 
by 4 nur~'het ol fluuoh oliyort over (n« 
vAirk though ii item* lirgily Horn drflini 
thofri Michool dMr»in, wbo i» ol 
Arnitiitiir) exirxtK>n, must ciiim unimito 
rivpoi>sibilily <of most ut IhO tnvoiovi 
kd tsi« lie boing bliv«-‘0 oround ihi 
coitr>!rv lotfoy. but hii iiandirdt bivo 
ocitn picSid up and borno vrKli cansidAr 
4b>o kuCLOSS by pitrVOK SUCb »$ Tooy 
VLtnt, Jim Hlokkyll ir>d Juliio HoOQson 
Sroiidiy ihii iiJos IS 10 Prow so otnarMiM 
iimid tiwl sohO o|it>or>rr>t out o^ bis shol^ by 
iNe ludicious USA o^ j law 'Md' moyoi. 
OH'ly «t) AQBirwi somcbodv virbo wiM 
I limply ignetf you Iberv is vi<v I'ltlO pornt. 
: hut ii is Amitme how (luiCkly soma pliYOrs 
I cio be t>< ’StfiMd ic fli(i MiOi' <MiA yrives 

WlVHi 9 Kiroiy Buck J Hotfgsor> 
6ruBS«tc 1904 

1 UB3 2 P~Od 

9 B~m P.AR3 4 B~fU b.N4 
$ 9^NI N~KB9 

Jul<4i>» eceeotric ofieoirig is iv)i ospodAby 
bod. but noiihir is it MMCidiv good TN 


Pas Bit lt> Show thy values lot an opAtHng 
bid, ot a aoAC I f« tango suet as^l2,bAv« 
ooenma common in tho loumanioAt 
wotio. Whitavor tho (oeKnieai marfl. ihoy 
ctesto probiemt tpi opponents who bAvo 
not spent mtin/ hours wotking out a 
defence TneWurk) flriOgePederAiienhas 
pot to the BtApr of eppuiniing a eemmn 
tea to eaeminr< tnr petmissibiliiv of auch 
systems, ai Any rata m paits o' muiiipia 
main eventi Mind you. this ccmminAO 
will probabty take As long a« ihA AverAge 
Qr<vvinmanl commiision to meha a 
imior*. ancj then ii wiM be ignored on the 
;!'i>unds that such methods ate becoming 
r^niQ tamitiar. 

One thing i am ouite Sure ol iS that 
A i,‘«t«iMan leents have been liAKctvd by 
I (hi ninmork u>t‘ r>t an unlamifiat style 
' Ol “>i4 riu.i' Ircitr It - Cpsen tournament 


QuesnoNs 


I 1 Wrui^ English war-hero is called Ihe 
AchHiea ol England'’ 

Z Whai do tho loiiowtng have r com¬ 
mon Camille Pisarro, Claude Mor«i, 
Edouard Manei and Edgar Oegaa^ 

3 What do the initials IS K CON srand 
(or'’ 

4 Tho ^an<tktii play Rstna^O (The 

Pe3'f was written by a famoua 

Indian Kina Who*^ 

5 Whal IS pin money'’ 

€. The ciiy oi Piome is believed (o have 
been lounbod by Iwo broihefs who were 
weaned by ^ she*woit Name lham 

7, Who arc able-bodied seamen’ 

6. How rs dames Andrew Brown nsfrv 
eav a lormer Oovnmor General ol Indie, 
bette' known as'’ 

t 


let ri the Cuban govemmert* u* vwh 
killed by dofewan sokkots m . <iins : 

10- The Trae of Ldr. fl»rtet5 .r; tf^ 

Cfwtbr. 77)9 Soap Mentfa/a and 0 o J • 
of rf>9 Storm are books which hiivn bt^< \ 
written by an Ausbakan novehsi and i 
playwright and a Nobel Prrze whsdui * 
Name hm 

11 , Whei « an ekta/a - 

12. Name the French chen^sf whrwa 
researches mto lermerriatnv. ,od to th> 
sc«nce ol baclenology. He ahM luund a 

j cure for hydrophobia 

: Id. m European Nsiory. what are the 
I Hundred Days’ < 


WAX f “iOM 


T ... N-O i f-«3 IUON1 

«0^ RxF 

Ahct just nine mevts f> winning position. 
With eitek «s wAlIt 

! IbOfMU 0-N1 f-KS^ 

’ 12F-W 

4 

I blAGAAM 

I 12 . 19fW(S RiNI 

I UKuH CMI’-i IS M3 

I riiL* pc'intof Block's tenin move is reveslAO 
* .n IS K-01 B W 

IS 6sft 16 0ab N-KS4 

L 17 Q N4 * t 11 KsN 

' Insictd tHl* fM wutildcoBl iNeQUASn • IS 

J N'M;- 1H S>NO-N?' 

i lb PB4< 19K9I HnN 

30 MN 

M(>rr iuttiijiilo w.>« 30 OkQ N'N;^ msli 

30 e KR4 21 K.NS 0.%i 

7f Hesigrrs 

M)OHAELSrf-AN 


«n tcie it Th<B was (he bidding «t the othei 
tii)(« 

south Weil North £»Mt 

Ho No 
?♦ dbfe No No 

.r* UDlu All PASS 

FasI'b PASS s 1 lowed upwsrds of 1 A 
i>uini« Jlouih s Two biimonds was 
' imfli' West's doubte of Two Spedis WAS 

fv pviMtliv; 

dnfbr<« beg An with tee And 
Ai>oiner chib f$%\ returned iiw set* of 
spades ^giotesnue - his partner must 
iH>wi the kii>g] and the conirsct wsi made 
A wen deuarved 17 maioh pomti to Ihe 
nion lioht Kaohsiuog. 

JrnCNCE REESE 


•cKJi^aj puoves 9m\ jo Aep egi eunr 8? 
pus ?Qi3 iiiOij edecse gig >eue sauepnx 
pHipeaj agedeiiog ugaiodeN uagM 
Siei oe ueeM^q sAep egx Ci 

jnajeej einoi zi 
duti|5 auQ g|»M (ueuinjisu! leoenu; y d 

ett^ li^Mied 01 

eidnenQ ego g 
arsnogieQ pjoi g 
20iie$ pa;ii9ijed»e pue peiiufe y i 
snu>ey pue sninuio^ g 

Airgipusdxe leuosjAd sag ioj sdeeg 

uKuioM e Aauoui |o mnoure egi $ 

euegpjeAegejeiH e 
'sseusooosuoo 
rjgsir)4 joj Aie<oos ieuoiteu>eiui egi P 

%iavjmO 

lenxwssoiduii gduejy ii» eiAM Aegi z 
uoi6ui|feM ekno egi i 
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VARIETY 


This India 





JWJKRvivii'^ 
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RHRtRAMPKK' In keeping with the 
limes, i(ipe recorders huve replaced 
prie»ls in perfiirminji nupiinh during 
the busy m*irrugt' season in this 
prnsperous sugar town. The immediate 
cause lor luiroduting this novel 
method, however, j» a dearth ol pt/ro 
hitf. In many wedding pandals. tape 
recordod mangHla«/ai^jff are played to 
unite couples m holy mammony. Such 
rapes are avuilahle in plenty in view of 
the rush w^ason Jn many villages in 
the disirlci. man iagus are being post¬ 
poned but for a diflerent reason. The 
drought has put a premium on water 
and guests are unwilling tn attend 
wedding receptions if there is no 
guarantee of a ater supply^Hie Tr/nes 
<i//ndij (Han Agrawal, Muzaffarpur) 

NEW DELHI, yttiianng and incredible 
though it may sound, a young resear¬ 
cher on international relations at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University here can 
discharge electricity from his body. Mr 
Satyaprakash, studying fora doctorate 
in Asean-China relations, can make a 
bulb (60 watts, oi even 200 warts i 
feebly glow, and even light an electric¬ 
ity-tester with any part of his body, 
including the head. Demonstrating his 
prowess, Mr Satyaprakash, 2S, first 
gets closeted in a room fur about tvro 
minutes and performs some breath- 
control—5earcbfig/ir (Minhajus Saiam 
Rizvi, Aurangabad! 

GUDALUR: The primary health cen 
rre at Pandalur, near here, which was 
upgraded and declared open on 10 
May. was closed the very neat day. Dr 
H. V, Hande, the health minister, 
declared the health centre open on 10 
May. which had a bed strength of 24 
and was constructed at a cost of Rs 


5.89 lakhs. The residents of Pandalur 
fell happy that rhe long-pending de 
cnand lo upgrade the health centre had 
been fulfilled at last. But to their utter 
dismay they found that the centre was 
not functioning on the next day and 
. the reason given fm- the same was that 
there was no adequate water supply. 
The beds brought from Udagamanda- 
' lam 10 Pandalur fur the inaugural 
function were also taken back—/ndian 
EJrprexs iK Vasudevan. Udagaman- 
dalam) 

BHARATPt'K; A made in heaven' 
marriage in village Aoo in this districi 
turned out to he a 'made in hell’ one 
when ihv bride's side realised that the 
giuum. who came to marry, was nut the 
Tom they had setiled the marriage 
w ill, hut was Dick. When the word 
wvni round the tinv village that Tom 
was not Tom hoi Ihck, I he villagers 
decided to deal wiih ihe groom’s party 
'pruperly’ and wliai followed was a 
virtual stampede. The irate hnde's 
side relieved (hr groom’s party of all 
ihe ornumems and garments they had 
brought all the way from Mathura and 
they also treated the visitors with 
utter disdain Dick’s father and other 
memhert of the party were beaten up 
while Harry, the middleman who set¬ 
tled the marriage, was tied to i chest¬ 
nut tree for his efforts and hts scooter 
was also 'seised.’ The appearance of 
the groom's party soon b^ame most 
unb^omingcrfs'jch a ceremonial occa¬ 
sion i(»rn cluthes and swollen faces all 
blaik and blue. Soon, the bride's aides, 
sitting luck with Ihe satisfaction of a 
job well done, realised that the bride 
was amimied and a groom had lO be 
found. No problem—they knew of a 
foodgrain dealer's son in Deeg wbo 
was of marriageable age and they 
promptly united him in wedlock. One 
groum’s toss is another's gain but then 
all’s well rhat ends well —Rajasthan 
Fatrika (PS. Walker. Jaipur) 

BlJAPURr An assistant executive en¬ 
gineer of the public works depart¬ 
ment, who set out on a treasure hunt 
following a dream his servant had. is 
now having his ’‘find" investigated l>y 
the police. According ro a complain' 
filed by the servant, he dreamt two 
months ago of a pot of gold buried 
beneath a tree, and cook to performing 
poojas 10 help him identify the sjkm. 
Soon after, he was dismissed for negli¬ 
gence. Coming to know of the di cam, 
(he engineer launched a search in his 
garden, unearthed the pot, and was in 
ille^l possession of the gold, the com 
plaint said. The police have seized a 
copper pot from the eagineer who told 
them that it only contained coal— 
indtan Express (B.R Sal wan. 99 APO) 


Without Comment 


h's a little difficull tn say, be¬ 
cause when you meet him, you 
talk to him, it is all very nice, but 
a few weeks laier, the Pakistan 
government dues sumL-lhing 
which IS loialiy cumraiv in whui 
I hey have heen saying—Rajiv 
Gandhi, on his relationship with 
Zia-ul Haq. in an interview u> the 
National Broadcasting Cumpany 

I could find an inner beauty in 
him. He was suincwhat different 
from iithers. deeper nnd wiser 
than his outward looks—Snnia 
Gandhi, speaking on whm 
aiiracted her lo Rajiv Gandhi 
during the Cambridge days, in an 
interview lo Dh.}rmuyun 

Rajiv Gandhi, like his counirv, is 
a blend of contradklions—David 
Hartman, interviewer of Rajiv 
Gandhi on ihc ABC 

That is because he did not have 
anything else in dn —Jyuti &a«u, 
on iK-ing asked alviui the appuini- 
meiti of Prana h Miikherjeeas the 
West Bengal PCi ill chief, in The 
Telegraph 





If the Congressd) does nut break 
up, the country will break u|^ 
George Fernandes in The 
Statesman 

If puliiics i-^ it !.< «so(K>| fur Mi 
(Amiiahh) Barhilnm riiy requeM 
to him IS lu c'liii it--Sanibux 
Singh, brother ni \, P, Singh, in 
rhi' 

She iPupcl .las.ik.ti. nlv thinks 
.fuvihiiig mLk! ' • yt-ors old 

» .irr-Mr lb • *1* fToday 

All this hu hi< about bring a 
gieai actor is biii.k. You can be a 
I jwrenu* Ohviei but it won't get 
>‘ou auvwlicie unless you sell— 
Miihun Oiakiaborty in The 
nf liHlfit Sunday Ret'iew 
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Eye Wash 



What's spe<ial about this pair of scissors? 


Blankagrams 


1.2 3 
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4 5 6 


What shapes will go into th« empty boaes in figure S? 



What's in a 


Words (orsenivnct'H) whtch rcjJ 'r«i s.tmv 
und forwards aie calU’d I'.MJSDK'iMl s LauiTipIo 
MALAYALAM. KAYAK. AULi I KKE I SAW 
bLBA. WAS IT A CAR uH A wAJ t SAW. etc. 

There are words which trail h.ukvvmds, hui nni the 
Mime; eiample UVP.I>^i»bVlL (\tti yuij hiul ihrse 
words, with (he help of these dues, 

1 &xis(ed^atan. UVKD—DKVIl 

2 Fashionablc'-^onveyatice t>ri trucl^s. 
y Takes off skin—shui*ev« 

4. Clock—send. 

5. Make merry—see •s^w'* 

b. Be-short en^-? (la^tiies 

7. Cii^'es—typ?. "* ahboti 

iMrORTANT: :c free Uuci w»ads. 

Quick Think 

f .n 



Ur'.* uv ih« ambers auif ihe symbols to form a 
simple r'.schematadi «e>aejac esjuatlon)? 
























































Eye Wash 


This was the basket whi(.h ,[<>«*> nhvn sMr 

was K^iiig chMiuKii the where liei lallivt S >(ah 

from bullegv days wuv kviii H«i laihv* Jid Iiin Kv 
ilNwsics) friMii Bell odd I iiUbis.kS mIici. h\ •>.» 

1V4H. 

Isiudy ihc column cuicful}> iiiid withouc i« i«. etoiclMsk 
answer thvsc Hue^rloriN. 

1. Whai was the name of the iHrsun who round the 
huskftV 

2. Wlwii IS rile name of iht artist? 

X Do the artists' initials appeal aitywherv else in rhe 
picture? 

4 When wus the father horo*' 
f> Where and whHt did he study? 
tk Did the sUiOK Irom the UdI f>ass over the book or 
under the biKik? 

* hi the vert k«i] panels on the b.okvl. which was the iidd 
one out? 

N What was the suh-litiv of the column? 

Kow manv of the al>ove iiuesrnms were you uhie to 
answer without a peep hack? 


Word Power 


What's so special when someone: 

EATS A FEAST; KRAFT (CHEF^KJ MF.AK, A BAKE, 
SAKE AND TEA fur breakfast? 


Solutions 10 last week's Teasers: 


Quirk Think: 2654312S42 

Sketch a Word: On the other hand, meiry>in r<kund, 

about face. 

Letter Power: There are seven f». One tends to miss out 
the I in of. 

Shoe Search: 4 left, 6 riftht. 

MiAdbrnder: 


Mind Bender 


Witsharpener: Are you suie that you haveoT folleii into 
i he 1 1 a p of add i iig S2 to S2 to $27 and i j iloi i vc l ly c (mi i i ig 
to the figure S 2$ In tact the cost of ihv hkud wus $17 
minus the $2 that the bell boy kepr 


Diamofwi Diagonals: 


Ma Maxima had baked a delicious cake for her son's 
birthday. She had slipped in columns of 25p coins; the 
number in each column is indicated in the diagram 
above. 

When her four children sat down to eat the cake, how j 
should they divide the cake so that each child gets the t 
same amount tit oiune>v I 


IlMWIV i«-AM IW* 








How not to grow 
a lamp-post 

from a friend’s head 
and a few tips on 
good composition. 


Composition is one of 
the most elusive and individual 
aspects of photography. While 
everyone agrees it's an 
absolute necessity, they all 
have their own concept of 
what it is! There is the mod¬ 
ernistic school of thought, 
the traditionalist, the static 
and dynamic style and 
many more. But you don't 
have to bother about all 
that. Here are a few simple 
guidelines that can make 
your photography so 
much better... 
compositionally speaking. 



dia Phoeo 9 raphic Compare Limited - a Kodak affiliate 





Composition and 
organisation 

Simply pul, composKion 
visual organisation. It Irdudei. but is 
not II mitad tc how you place you r 
subject In the franne - and the effect 
that it will have on all the other 
elements In the picture. Corr^>ose 
carefully and you can emphasize 
your subject (Nvhkh is what you want 
to do) while keeping all unnecessary 
and distracting things out of the 
picture (which is where they 
should be). 

Good composition involves the 
choice of vertical or horizontal 
framing, the position of the camera 
subject placement, contrasts ar>d 
Isolating details. 

This isnt as difficult as It may 
sound, and with a little practice, it will 
become very easy... and your 
pictures bener. 

Vertical or horfzonUl 
Simple. A palm tree, the Qutab Minar 
and Amnabh Bachchan need venical 
frantes. A mountain range ora 
seascape need a horizontal frame. 

In both cases, you ve added to the 
height and the width. For portraits, 
use the vertical format. It adds 
character. 



Stalk or dynamic 

A balanced picture makes for a Static 
composition. K would probably be 
a picture shot on a quiet, calm day. 

A Dynamic compo^on is one in 
which the picture seems to ‘move’ - 


a picture lilted, placed at a slant or 
distorted would be 'dynamic . Work 
out your ‘response' tefore you shoot 
And shoot 

Framing 

While there s r>olhing wrong with 
putting your subject squarely ir> the 
centre of the frume. you can change 
your piclures dramatically by placing 
your subject to the left or right of the 
certtre oc a bit higher or lower than 
usual. One peek through the view¬ 
finder should be enough to decide. 


O I O 


O O 


Framing action 

The grourKf rule tor shooting act ion; 
anticipate. Try to set your focus first 
try to get to the best shooting point, 
a^ get there in time fiot too 
difncult at all. Pin the frame; get all 
the action. Ptek a shooting distance 
that lets you HI at least one quarter 
to or>e third of the picture area with 
significant action. And please keep a 
safe disiance if the action is 
dangerous! 

Framing the outdoors 
A basic point lor shootii'ig the 
Oi!tdoors; find a dominant feature of 
the landscape and corKentrale or> H. 
Filling the frame with the principal 
subject is vitally important. Frame 
your scenics ^k&i a person or object 
in tt>e foreground and you‘11 add 
kiterest and depth and that 
important sense of scale. 

Remember, a foreground feature 
tftal contrasts in colour and/or tone 


with distant areas is more efloctrvc in 
creating the illusion ol depth than 
one that looks similai 

Contrast artd shock 
Contrasting elements arc Ihe 
building blocks ol intelligent 
( omposltion. Almost any kind of 
contrast helps .strudure a 
photograph. Contrasts of tone, 
coloui. sharpness, size and subjects 
are lair game. Like a while flower in a 
bunch of red roses.. a child in a 
iTowd of grown-ups ... a crow 
among doves.. j ust be ca refu I not to 
overdo It. 

Kodak - an internationally 
renowned name in 
photographic excellence. 

Kodak and professionals agree 
that a camera is as good as the film 
m It. Which is why we put so much 
eFort into providing photographers 
wrth the finest range ol films, 
processing chemicals and papers. 
Products responsive to any situation, 
able to capture the textures, richness 
Of subtlety ol mood. 

Even more irnponani. Kodak 
products are reliable and consistent 
m U>rir qualify Year after year. Batch 
after batch. 

If you're serious about your 
photography, keep company with 
the people who are as serious about 
it as you arc. Kodak, 

I.... .. - ^ 
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I CANT 
STAN^ IT! 


SOMfT^MgS I 
miNK TmAT AS 
50CHA$I m 
A MOT A Tff£6 
KlMSOUT AnP 
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ADMISSION NOTICE 


Applicahons ara invitad from Employed/Unemployed Bovs & Girls fo< ll>e loitowrng 
Engineering/Meneoemem including Commerce Correspondence Courses 


GOVERNMENT OP INDIA A INDIAN UNION STATES 
RECOGNISED COURSES DIPLOMAS S DEGREES 
J^?.5!ye_E^iN^cpuR^E^___ _ 

AMIS (11. A M I 6 t e (U 
A M A«« I <11. A M I M ( <l|, A M «I 

CHIM Kill, 11 M ID, INDUSTRIAL CWOO <l| THI iNQINfERINC COU«*CU 
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VARIETY/Khaas Baat 




T hree days befvre Arjun 
was released I>har* 
menrfra was a very ner* 
vous man. He cancelled all 
shootings, got drunk and 
snubbed people at the 
slightest excuse **1 don't 
know what is happening to 
me. Everytime one of my 
son's films is about to be 
released, 1 get such fits,'* 
Dharmendra confided to a 
friend. This time he was 
more worried because two 
of Sunny'a films had fared 
badly and a lot depended 
on Arjun. However, the 
father was relieved to 
learn that the audience 
had shown a favourable 
response Dharmendra 
even celebrated the Mca* 

, sion by throwing a couple 
of parties. 

I t took jitst one photu* 
graph to start the love 
story all over again. Smira 
P§til wore a Xa/ijeevarem 
sari and with a mangslsut- 
ra round her neck and srn* 
door i n h er maa ng «she 
clung on to Raj Babbar 
and posed for a leading 
film weekly. After that 
gossip magasines. friend.s 
and enemies took over. Ev* 
ery day tKe two have been 
receiving scores of calls 
wishing them a happy mar* 
riedlife. 

P oooarr DbUhn has at 
last learnt lessons the 
bitter way. For years she 
wasted most of her time in 
the dreamworld of 
Ramesh Taf war till one 
^day Ramesh walked out of 
her life to marry the girl 
her mother chose. It took 
cfuite some tine for 
Poonam to recover but as 
soon as she did she swore 
not 10 get involved with 
any man in future. Her 
decision is paying rich di 
vidends as directors and 
producers are queueing up 
to sign her. 

T he Use time Padmini 
KoJhapura went on a 
holiday abroad she be¬ 
came pert of a controversy 
that was reported in alt 
leading dailies: the actress 
was linked to a young ex* 
ecutive of a leading air¬ 
line. Just when scribes 
were resting their pens, 
Padmini has once again 


/ 



was in dire straits Films 
were nor coming his way 
and consequently tJiere 
was no money trickling in. 
He took to drinking to 
ward off the frustration, 
fioaerchanged dll that. 
His performance in the 
film was widely appreci* 
ated. with the result that 
more offers started com¬ 
ing his way. The film even 
changed hi> lifeuyU: he 
cut down on drinking and 
started taking his career 
more seriously. '‘Loneli¬ 
ness can be like living in 
hell. I am happy the ^d 
times are over. I am now 
free to concentrate on my 
career,'’ says Parikshat. 

A fter a rather long 
period of absence, 
Silk Smitha is back to titil¬ 
late her audiences. He; 
next MaiayaUm film 
await mg reloa se is CfD in 
which she has been Mhot in 
a rare ptMurv. with a lot 
of clothes on. The produc¬ 
ers are waiting with b>*tcd 
breath as to how the .judi- 
ence will react. 


.Mint; enwiks aroend 

taken a flight to America 
and Europe. The tinsel 
city is agog with rumours 
that she has gone out with 
her elusive friend from the 
airline . 

S uddenly 5fmi is bark 
into the limeliglit m>t 
because she has turned 
director and churned out 
her first movie. Rukihat 
starring M^rhun Chakra* 
borty, Marc Zuberznd 
Anoitradha among others 
Insiders in the industry 
are talking of how Siml 
had mesmerised her pro¬ 
ducers with her charm 
and taken them for a ride. 
They are sure of the fate of 
the film but Simi is bank¬ 
ing on her ultimate 
judges; the audience. 

W ith the release of Box¬ 
er, good times are 
back again fo* Parfkch;>r 
Sahni His wife, who had 
left him with the children 
when he was going 
throu^ a crisis, both 
financially and career- 
wise, has finally come 
back to him. Prior to the 
film's release, Parikshat 
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Capital Stars 



KamU Msihotrt 


On«*time Hero, Now Foe 


B urnbav'^ filmworld and 
Delhi'* elite seem to 
have heizun an exchanite 
programme' While film 
stars from Bumhay—Ami* 
rahh Bachchan. SuniJ Dutt 
and VyjyenchimaJe^have 
loined Delhi's elite after 
winning the tok Sabha 
elections, the children of 
Delhi's elite are joining 
films in a big way. The 
first tn make it to the gla¬ 
mour world was Amrita 
Singh, the daughter o( the 
Emergency heroine, Ruk* 
Sana Sultana. Now au* 
ihoress Uma Vasudev’s 
daughter, Kamia Malhot* 
ra. lus signed up foi Vish* 
wMas. in which she will act 
along with Shashi Kapoor 
Raj Babbar, Smita Fatil 
and Raj Kiran. Kvnia has 
been seen occasionally in 
the television soap opera, 


T he Indian Youth Con* 
ures* National Council 
has now been freed of min¬ 
isterial clutched. Till re¬ 
cently, all liie young minis* 

ters in the centre were 
members of the council. In 
the reconstituted hndy, 
unly Gulam Nabi Atad, bv 
virtue of being a former 
lYC president hax been 
retained (Azad was the 
president before Tacig 


liumiog. in which she 
pUys Katnia. the spoilt, 
rich girlfriend of Nanhe. 
Apart from Amrita and 
Kamia, A»ish Chanana. 
son of former union mints 
ter of Slate for industry 
(and a Sanjay Gandhi 
favourite, who has now 
been dropped). Charanjii 
Chanana. has joined films. 
He IS acting in Aag aur 
Shoi*. which also stars 
Jeetandra. Thii^gs indeed 
have changed in the capit* 
al over the past decade. 
The first occasidn whan 
Delhi's elite interacted 
with Bombay's fiDndom 
was when Cautam Sarin, 
son of the distinguished 
civil servant. Karish Chan¬ 
dra Sann (presently Irwii- 
a’s ambassador to Nepal) 
joined films in the miO- 
Seventies. 


Anwar). While many new' 
faces have been inducted, 
one name which stands out 
is that of Ashok Singh of 
Rac Baivili. Till recently, 
he wav a general secretary 
of the I'P unit. He is the 
son of Dhunni Singh, e 
confruciiii in Rae Bareili. 
who IS known as Aran 
Nehru’s man m the const!* 
tuency. Arun Nehru is not 
totoUv out of favour. 


T he opposition has not 
learnt any lessons from 
the crushing defeat in the 
last Lok Sabha polls. Pull¬ 
ing each other down still 
seems to he the favourite 
game. A recant example Is 
the length to which the 
BJP has gone to harass 
their one time hero and 
now deadly loe Dr Sub- 
ramaniam Swamv After 
his defeat ai the polls, Di 
Swamy accepted a visiting 
professorship in eumu 
mks ai Harvard Universi¬ 
ty TItv B.IH vice-presideni 
Mr Kam Jethmalani then 
inspir(*d his son Mahesh 
and hjs law junior Mr 
Jaisinghani to move an ap 
plication in the MetropoU* 
tan Court in Bombay to 
restrain Dr Swamy frum 
leaving the country, Mr 
Jethmalani used the argu¬ 
ment that 4 defamutiuri 
case fikd by ihe former 
BJP mavor of Bt^mbay, Mr 
Prabhakar Pai against Dr 
Swamv in I9K2 would be 


S harad Pawar'^ 
courtship wiih the 
Congress! 11 has created 
strange problems While 
the Maharashtra chief 
minister. Vasanldada 
Paul, has ht-eii making cn* 
tical statements about the 
state of the party organiba- 
non. opposition leaders 
like (kroige Kernandes uf 
the Janata Party and K. P 
Unnikrishnan ot Sharad 
Pawar's own party, Indian 
Congress (Socialist i. have 
been going to the press 
with statements regarding 
Pawar's intentionv Unnik- 
rishnan has been categor¬ 
ically denying that hts 
president is leaving the 
sinking ship. Kemandes, 
on the other hand, has 
been making ii public that 
the leader of the Mahar¬ 
ashtra Progressive Demo* 
crane Front iPDPj of 
which the Janata Party is a 
partner has been hoiding 
parleys with the ruling 
party and will soon quit 
the opposition ranks. Shar* 
•d Pawar himself has not 


left the country. Recently 
the Addirtonel Chief Met 
ropolitan Magistrate. Mr 
Mahulkar, ruled that no 
such jeopardy was likely 
and Dr Swamy has been 
allowed to go abroad. 

The defamation case 
touk a dramatic turn when 
Dr Swamy (who is conduct¬ 
ing his case without 
lawyers and appearing in 
person) made Mr Pal 
admit under cross- 
examination that although 
he (Mr Pan has been prac* 
using medicine and div 
pensiiig drugs, he did not 
hold any degree in medi 
cine nor is he registered as 
a praccitioni >' with the In* 
dian Medical Council as is 
required under the law. 
The magistrate then 
advised Dr Swamy to file a 
counter case under section 
420 uf Che IPC against Mr 
Pai if he wanted to pursue 
the mattei It remains to 
he seen whai Dr Swamy 
will do when he returns 
from abroad 


made any public state* 
ment on this subject sofar. 
The lack of affirmation or 
denial from him has added 
to the confusion Mean* 
while. Pawar’s associate, 
Suiebh Kalmadi, has uf 
late been seen In the com¬ 
pany of important ruling 
party functionaries A 
dinner hosted by Kalmadi 
in Delhi recently has be* 
come the envy nf the rul¬ 
ing party circles. 'The 
Prime Minister’s closest 
aide, Arun Singh, 
attended the dinner. He 
has not been seen in the 
htiuses of many ruling par¬ 
ty MPs so far. His presence 
at Kalmadi's dinner, there 
fore, has raised the letters 
stock among Delhi’s elite. 
IncidentalJy, Sharad 
Pawar was in Delhi (he 
day Kalmadi hosted the 
dinner. Pawar, however, 
chose to fly back ro Bom* 
hay without attending the 
feast. Was he trying to 
ward off embarrassing 
questions about his future 
Q.C Wrmrn/mn 


Arun Nehru’s Nominee 


juoparilivcd il Dr Swam^ 

Pawar’s Power (^me 
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...well jid look d him 


“ It was unbelievable! 

■Hie lifeless walls were 
transformed before my eyes. 
Pale lilac. Julia Green. 

1 had 44 shades to giv'e my 
walls. And it was so ea.sv 
U) clean. 

"What was more 
unbelievable was the way it 
changed my husband. 
Whipping up breakfast. 
Putting up new' ptxsiers. He 
is a new man f" 

TTiai’a ihe magic of 
Superlac*. An extraordinary 
wallpaint. Made by 
one of the 
leading paint 
companies in 


the country uxlay. Shalimar 
Paints. 


Try Sii|*)erlac. 

And just watch your world 
change! 


SUPERLAC 

Acrylic PiMtic Emuiiiort 





Shalimar Paint 

V^ll tirrv» ^vmirte^ 





V; Scrn^«r)Ofc>ft«fgnoounfor 
huahce UY)DmiyhM seen your new 
t)NlOAtoHxgteiMor\ 
iScMssy. fUuMC'iood And the mou 
»Oundfr ^(3 irue-to-lfte cotour ihe/w 


MTseenonat^smnfMhave niu^^theyenwuourONIOATV' ^ 
beenaeepty'ettMhtitffe^tM ^ luckyvoul 

they *ie srua wft CQfObT 7^ ra 


a c^nBr^wT oermo! ^\TVTTX^ A 

'rbum^o# course a^,«)ur V^iN iUtflL 

‘ighboursaremertoafat Such ^ •. r 


neighbours are me rtoawt Such ^ -o' * ^ • r 

violent OTotksns would never cloud 

their noble rmnds no maner how ItSbOSH WOTth WSlttn 


‘•MVMMWM • I.wppipiwr^tt 

























Novopan creates 
the perfect setting for 
your life style 


Who says work and pleasure 
don’t mix? 

How often has a casual get 
together resulted in a lucrative 
business deal. Or a formal 
dinner turned out to be a real 
fun party... 

Of course you need the right 
setting. 

^nd create the right mood! 

Who can do this better than 
Movopan? 

t’s the only prelam inated 
)article board in the country. 
Perfectly laminated on both the 
;urfaces. 

tnd just right for your kind of 
ife style. 

t is quick to install because it 
loesn't need planing, cutting 
md pasting like the old 


plywood/laminate combinations. 
And once its up, it stays on for a 
long tong time. 

Without warping, delaminating 
or getting ‘wavy’. 

So you don't have to bother 
about maintenance at all! 

Novopan can be used just about 
everywhere. Panelling, 
partitions, cabinets, ^miture, 
doors... and anywhere else you 
fancy! 

And .should that he ouitkxyrs, 
there’s phenol bonded Novopan 
Exterior specially designed for 
outdoor applications. 

Novopan comes in such 
attractive colours and a range of 
wood finishes ~ 
teak, rosewood, oak... 

It is made in convenient sizes 


and thicknesses to minimise 
wa.stage. And best of all it 
doesn’t send your budget sky 
rocketing. 

In fact. Novopan works out fai 
more economical than those 
one sided plywood/laminate 
combinalion.s. 

Novopan — 

Sets off your life style in the 
be.sl possible way! 

Novopan India Limited 
"Suiywlaya’'. 2nd Floor 
fegumpel 
Hyderabad .500 016 
Phone: 70128/70129 


Now when you do up your home, insist that your furniture 
maker uses only Novopan Prelaminated Particle Boards. 
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NOVOPAN 


Swiss style... and good sense! 


RGCIONALOrriCES 

AHMIUABAr) « C/J Hui Krahna CsUt* Hmi, Ahn«M*d. aANUALORC — Si^hwiPii fcdldtfU. M noer. S Sh«^. Seipinbne Rokd, KuOM Pvfe West. 
fWilklen S60 021. Mmim; 363101. UOMBAV - 317 TubOfc Chmbsn. 213 teUife» ftseteM. KsDven Peiet. Bomim «00 »!. PImm' 2223B0/23a4$/333ltt. 
CALCUTTA - in Dr U Mohift Bheti*eh*n*f Otsar Ml. Calnii» TOO Ols. fhm 2133S*. COCHtK 36/S6SA. KruhAiMmy Cress RMd, CocMn 66 011 

PtWAS* 31679. MADRAS * Aruraa«. 7AMiifli»sOM Ibid. ANwpn. Mtt»600010 PttfAr 4»70/4S«n6. NBWOOHI - 901. HtMunt How. 6 
NlwDtIM UOCm. Plior^i: 9716190/6716SS9. 


Siitts NovOMi^y6l'6&( 




viW foods 

b> pbmd propoftlons 


SB4GLCee 


fSimiiliMt 

W«HBan complete planned food 


Only Complan 
has 23 vital foods 
tey need 
/ery day. 

Children normally 
complete most of their 
growth by the age 
of 15or 16 

Proteins n^e tr)e 
nutrients which 
direcDy contribute to 
growth That's why 
your children need 
COMPLAN — now 
COMPLIN has the 
best protein—mi(k» 
protein (20%), It also 
contains 22 other 
wtaf foods. 

COMPLAN is available 
In delicious flavours. 
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ThABaMPf ofBhop^ 

For the women uf Bhopal 
iha tra|;«<}y i« jg» 
unfoldmf. Mott of (ham, 
who were pre^ant when 
deadly 10 $ le»«d from the 
Union Carbide ploni.are 
delivering euher itihbent or 
dtformeo babiet A repen 
from Ritu Sarm. 

SPECIAL REPORT 22 


Oulwal: al LMtT 

Even 0 $ violence continuea 
10 rock ihf watleJ city of 
Ahmedebed. Che aaiixcion 
iMderr ennounceo che 
Withdrawal of Che 
concroveraiil 
antl'reaervacion siir. Is 

r ace round the comer or 

it )u$t a (emponry 
ceasefire? Tusnar Bhati 
reports, 



Pe9e12 


SPECIAL REPORT 26 


MbelMInKMlimlr 

Somecime beck, Dr Feruoq 
Abdullah survived a bid on 
hit He. Shortly afterwards, 
his supporters were fired 
upon in the Velley. Are Ms 
opponents heiching a 
conspiracy co eliminate 
hm? Sankarshan Thakur 
and Yusuf Jamerl 
invest isat4. 
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stop bad breath. Fight tooth decay. 




Give them the 

Colgate Ring of Confidence! 

Regular bmahing with Colgate 
givea your family clean, fraah breath,strong healthy teeth. 

That’s the Colgate Ring of ConH^nce. 

Thtp is how Colgate's trusted formula 
works for you every time you brush: 

Bacterfd grow in food particles 
trapped between teeth, causirtg 
bad breath and tooth decay. 



Make sure your family brushes with 
Colgate after every meal. 

Stop bad breath. f«ght tooth decay. 

Give them the Col^e Ring of C^Adence 
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In a democracy, 
freedom of the 
press Is 
extremely vital; 

It cannot be 
i tampered with In 
the name of 
privileges, which 
In any case, 
should have 
been codified by 
now tor 
pressmen. 


^Discipliiiing’ the Press 


T he Temil Ne4u governmeni it known 
for its unkindness to (he press. Not 
surprisingly then, the privilege mo¬ 
tion against Paul Raj. the ediior of 
(he Tamil monthly Vkniga Ortrumar (Busi¬ 
ness Unity), was revived in the new Assem¬ 
bly, and without initiating frasb proceedings 
the editor was sentenwed to two weeks' 
imprisonment To add insult to injury, the 
state's finance minister and leader of the 
House, V.R. Neduncheshiyan, said (hat the 
punishment awarded (o Raj thould be a 
lesson for other newspapers and journals. 

This smacks of vindictiveness because the 
privilege alleged to have been breached was 
of a particular House and should have ended 
with the Assembly's dissoJuiion. Besides, the 
second Press Commission has stated (hat a 
“ lim it a 1 1 on of one year should be prescribed 
for taking cognisance of publication of 
offending material in the newspapers on the 
ground of breach of privilege." 

However, it was more disturbing to learn 
that the case against Paul Raj was resur* 
reeled to take "revenge" on Cho Ramas- 
wamy, editor ot the Tamil satincal fonnighi- 
ly, TughUk. against whom two j^vilege 
motions are pending before the Privileges 
Committee of the Assembly This was re* 
vealed by the Speaker of the Assembly, P.K. 
Pandian, to his long-time friend Paul Raj. A 
call to Cho confirmed ihe disclosure. Cho 
also asserted that the state government bad 
given an indirect warning that his writings 
were "too dangerous" to be allowed 
In the hands of the government (be pii* 
vilege motion seems to have become an 
effective tool for punishing bold writers and 
editors. 

When Arun Shourie wrote under (he cap¬ 
tion, "Pretty little lies in Parliament" in 
Indiun Express. H. R Hcdayatullab. the then 
Rajya Sabha chairman, observed: "The 
newspapers are the ey« and ears of the 
public and if every citiaen has a right to 
criticise the actions of others, so also the 
newspapers whose profession is to turn the 
light of publicity on the irregularities of 
public actions." The 1966-67 British House 
of Commons Select Committee on Par* 
liamentary Privilege states specifically that 
penal jurisdiction should be eirercised "spar¬ 
ingly" and "the power to commit for con¬ 
tempt should not be used as a deterrent 
against a person." 

Imprisonment for breach of privilege or 
contempt of the House is very rare. Fur 
instance, in Goa, Daman and ^u, when a 
newspaper editor was senunced to impris* 
onmern and refused to express any regret 
the committee of privileges recommended 
that it would be sufficient to admoni^ the 
editor, in fact, "reprimand,” "admonition” 
or cancellation of press cards arc tbe usual 
inodes of punishment. In a vreU-known case 
the editor uf Btia was summoned to the bar 


of tbe House and reprimanded. The Commit¬ 
tee had even suggested a lighter punishment 
like cancellation of the correspondeni's l.ok 
Sabha press gallery card and Cvntrul Hall 

pass. 

It is the responsibility of the press to 
inform the public about ihc decisions u( the 
government, debates held in Parliamem and 
Assembly or the sratemems of ministers and 
Other members. Already on many occasiuns 
the press, heeding ihe requests of (lie Speak 
ers in Parliament and A.ssemblies. has all 
stained from publishing certain remarks of 
various members. Even this is a denial of the 
people's riidit to know whai iheir elected 
representatives say. But when members be* 
have in an obscene manner, as has happened 
in (he Tamil Nadu Assembly, is the proKS to 
be blamed for reporiing it? 

In fact, to prove a breach of privilege 
against a newspaper, malice has to ^ 
proved. In 1956. jagren of Indore was hauled 
up for breach of privilege for criticising the 
conduct of a member of the Madhya Ih adesh 
Assembly' The privileges commitlee ruled 
against it saying that the editorial in quas 
(ioo did not contain "any false statement 
deliberately made or anv words indicating 
malice of the writer." 

The Tamil Nadu government is Item on 
taking "revenge" on Cho, it is noi a quustion 
of what he has written but une of dixciplin* 
ing him. There is no clear dichotomy be* 
tween legislative privJeges and freedom of 
the press. But when the party in power tries 
to use a privilege motion lo pick on indepen¬ 
dent writers, the democratic structure is 
indeed in danger. 

Legislative privilege exists i» help the 
House conduct its business and maintain its 
authority. Bur in a democracy, ax was re¬ 
vealed in the case against Ramoji Rau, 
editor of Eemdu. freedom of the press is 
extreioely vital; it cannot be tampered with 
in the name of privileges, which, in any case, 
should have been codified by now for 
pressmen. 

Freedom of press, pronounced in a Sup¬ 
reme Court judgement, is the Ark of (he 
Covenant of Democracy because public cri¬ 
ticism is essential for (he working of its 
•nstitudons. The role of dissent has become 
more vital now to counter official propagan¬ 
da. Cho'sease is a challenge to the press and 
should be talwn up with as much test as the 
Bihar Press Bill which was ultimately with¬ 
drawn. If left uiicbeUen^ed, the privilege 
notions might become a convenient weapon 
with whkh to muzzle the press. 

Not only the press, but anyone who dis¬ 
sents runs a risk. It Is u frightening rhou^t 
that d chief ministers like M. G, Ramachan* 
dran were to have (heir way. the child who 
sees Ihe Emperor wearing no clothes and 
says so may be served with a breach of 
privilege. 
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_A Flig ht to D eath 

T he solemn mood ui SoJden Death 
(7—1.4 Jidyl haunts me Cal¬ 
lous lenonsm has resulted lu the 
traisic deuth of J29 innocent passen¬ 
gers and crew. While investigacions 
are still undei way I have no doubts 
that the disastei was caused by a 
bomb explosion on board since the 
possibility of siruciural defects and 
engine fuihire is very remote I was 
shocked lu learn that the United 
Stales permits HhooU. like the one 
run by Frank Camper, which train 
terrorists to thrive on its soil. As 
ShubhahratH BhariucharvA points 
oui. (he Kanishka crash should aerve 
as an eye opener to the US govern¬ 
ment 

K. Chidun.irnJ Kumar. Bangahre 

e The world was shocked at the dis¬ 
aster. So many innocent lives were 
sacrificed for the cause of lerrorism. 
It seems that human life has no 
value. Why should we become the 
prey of terrorUi activities? 
tngaiia Paul, Ourgapur (Wtst 
Beflgai) 

e I was moved lo go through ihe 
report of Ashis Ray. Apparently the 
cause of the crash had been a bomb 
explosion but I failed lo understand 
as to how the aircraft managed to 
take off with a bomb in ns cargo 
hold. It merely proves that security 
arrangements at Toronto and Mon 
treal had not been adequate, wharev 
er the concerned euthorities might 
say. Steps should be taken to ensure 
that no such tragedies occur in fu¬ 
ture. 

Kaushik Sarkar, C'eicutta 

e It is paradoxical that the US gov¬ 
ernment allows institutions that 
train terrorists to operate while at 
the same time cries hoarse over 
terrorist activities m Nicaragua and 
Cuba. It would not be unjust to 
blame the US administration for the 
tragedy ia which hundreds of our 
countrymen were brutally killed 
MonUa} Ghosh. Calcutta 

• Most of the experts, investigaung 
theKanishka cra^ are of the opinion 
that there Vas a powerful explosive 
hidden in the aircraft's luggage hold. 
The terrorists trained by Frank Cam¬ 
per played an active part in the 
sabotage. The US government should 
ban this type of schools to put an end 
to international terrorism. 

San jib Bania, Buxarab (West Bengai; 

• Now that the black box and the 
cockpit voice recorder hive been 
recovered, the reason behind the 
crash of Air India’s flight 182 can be 





found out. Whatever be the revela¬ 
tions I have one quest ton: Why was 
ihv aircraft allowed m leave even 
when (he sniffer dogs **weni heverk" 
at (he Toronto airport^ 

Shyamal Gupra. Burdwati (West 
Bengali 

e The report made painful reading. 
The tragedy wa« caused by (leople 
bent on deMroying India's unity. 
Am It Shorang/. Kohmi f West Bengali 

• Everyone in India andabroad 
mourns ihe disaster. People are fil¬ 
led with hatred towards the dastard¬ 
ly acts of the terrorists. The extrem¬ 
ists are fighting the government but 
a lot of innocent lives are being 
sacrificed in the process. It is due to 
the* inefficiency of security forces 
(hat the terrorists succeed in spelling 
terror. 

Malay /Tumor Nandi. Calcutta 

O nce is Enough 

C orruption reigned supreme dur¬ 
ing tbe Emergency (Never Again, 
23*29 June) Politicians, policemen 
and government officials minted 
money. None dared to raise tbeir 
voice against the culprits. Consider¬ 
ing the agony suffered by millions of 
innocent people during the Emergen¬ 
cy, the defeat of Indira Gandhi in the 
1977 elections was inevitable. 

D. BaSakrishita, Tumkur 

* The cover story should serve as an 
eye-opener to those who think that 
an Emergency is the only antidote to 
tbe iUs plaguing the country. 
Chandra, Madras 

e Poverty cannot be fought by evict¬ 
ing the poor from tbe slums. 1 was 
surprised tn learn that Khushwant 


Singh supported the slum-clearance 
drive of Sanjay Gandhi during the 
Emergency. 

Rakesh Arakeie. Pah Mat war (Ra¬ 
jasthani 

• I wa.s nut convinced by the argu¬ 
ments pul forward by Khushwant 
Singh in suppori of the Emergency. 
Mr Singh often condemns violence 
and the use of coercion but his sup¬ 
port of the coercive methods em¬ 
ployed by Sanjay Gandhi was une- 
quiv<K’a1. A governineni which rv- 
quiro an Emergency tu enforce low 
and order must be thoroughly ineffi¬ 
cient. Mr Singh's contentioti that he 
did not support press censorship 
although he viippuned Emergency 
Hne nni sound convincing. He 
should hear in mind ihut the 
Emergency was cl.impc-d with the 
sole purpose of pioppmg an unpopu¬ 
lar government. 

J^ugato laihiry. Mu..,..'farpur (Bihar) 

a Shnkant Varnui .luMificd ihc dec* 
Jarat 1011 of the Emergency, in A tafy 
son /'f/rgorreii. with the argument 
(hai the opposition parties had cie- 
ated an atmosphere where the im* 
position had become inevitable. But 
(he truth is that the 1974 stir was not 
originated by the opposition purties. 
The misrule of the Cnngi ess govern* 
mem evoked ihe anger uf the people. 
The nation's economy was in j sham¬ 
bles Corruption had k*i.omv the rule 
of (he Jay. Thus the people revolted. 
The government resorted to coercive 
methods to suppress the (leople. The 
final blow to Indira Gundhi came in 
the form of the Allahabad High 
Court verdict, jayaprakash Narain 
became the prime target of the gov¬ 
ernment because he not only pro¬ 
vided leadership to the movement 
but also gave voice to the people's 
simmering discontent. But Mr Ver- 
ma, always busy framing charges 
against the opposition, refused to 
admit these facts. Obviously, he him¬ 
self has forgotten the lesson the 
people taught his party in the 1977 
general elections. 

A. RaaiacAandran. Jamshedpur 


Not Innocent 


T he investigative report on the 
lelease of Adil Shahryai (The 
Case of the VIP's Son, 30 June—6 

July) wa« excellent. Although Rajiv 

Gandhi returned home from the US 
without any concrete achievement, 
he succeeded in releasing Adil, son 
of Mohammed Yunus, a trusted 
lieuteoant of Nehru-Gandhi family. 
In view of the number of charges 
against him. Add cannot be innocent, 
M Snnivasa, Sarnbafpur 
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Down with Terrorism 



I WB8 shocked by the unfortunate 
tragedy that struck Air India. 
International terrorism is on the rise 


Humane Convict 


I was filled *t^uh wonder to read the 
news Item Donor from Dt9tb How 
<23-~29 June). Shashikant Parmar 
has proved that all condemned pris¬ 
oners arc nor brutal Rishikumar 
Mittal the receiver of the kidney* 
has rightly stated that Paramar is an 
'anRet‘ to him. Sadvichar Parivar of 
Ahmedabad should be lauded for its 
efforts tu reform the prisoners I 
would also like to congraiuiare 
Haribhai Panchal and his organisa¬ 
tion for initiating reformatory activi* 
ties among the prisoners. 
Gopalban^u Dash. Tomaka iOrissM) 


Mail of Guts 


S unday has dona justice ti> R. 

Gundu Rao by publishing his in* 
terview (I was Among the Nearest 
and Dearest to Mrs Gandhi. 23— 29 
June). Mr Rao is a man of guts and he 
is coounitted to hss work. As he has 
said in his Interview, he was very 
near to Mrs Gandhi. 

Anil Dubey, Bijspar 


since a number of foreign govern¬ 
ments openly support eitremism. 
Siraj Kumar. Patna 


Promoting a Party 


T he Televiston Games (30 June—0 
Julyj rightly pointed out that the 
national network is being utilised to 
projeci the good image of (he Con- 
gressdi. The way a number of spon¬ 
sored programmes are being drop¬ 
ped is unjustified. Moreover, it is 
common knowledge that Doordar- 
shan authorities ilicreat their spon¬ 
sors. Doordar%han should grow up as 
a neutral body. 

K. Aavjrhandran, Ahmedabad 

• The report was timely and well* 
researched. The Doordar&har: au- 
thurities have become highly iires- 
ponsible and whimsical in their atti¬ 
tude. Chitrahaar, for instance, never 
commences on time. Two particular 
songs, apparently promoting the 
cause of national integration, are 
being telecast regularly. Dull and 
boring films are shown while the 
furmgn lively TV serials are getting a 
step*motherly treatment One still 
cannot fathom the reason for diKon- 
tinuing Different SrroJees. 

Atyiader Singh Walia, Calcutta 


Money from Skeletons 


F eeding on the !>ead (30 June—3 
July) portrayed Indians in a pour 
light. The sale nf pilfered skeJebms 
abroad fetches aMronomical sums 
with the result that many medical 
colleges are finding it difficult to 
carry out their day-to dav wr»rk The 
guvernmem should regulate the en- 
pun of skeletons 
Jayan K. ftanagar 

aRitu Sarin's ankle contains facts 
which need clarification. The name 
of the piomer of the skeleton busi¬ 
ness is not Satyanarayan Sen but 
Sanker Narayan !^n* who is my 
father. Reknas Limited was a public 
limited company and he was the 
managing director and not the prop¬ 
rietor as stated But it is true, that 
the shareholders and the directors 
decided to wind up the business due 
10 unhealthy competition. Reknas 
Ltd. never compromised on the quail 
ly and craftsmanship of the speci¬ 
mens as they were intended purely 
for medical studies. The business, 
started by my father in 1937. was. 
neither a 'secretive’ nor a 'sordid' 
affair. His shop was actually a work¬ 
shop over 20,000 sq. feet in area, 
employing at least 7S Bengali youths 
who were taught how to treat and 
prepare skeletons. These skeletons 
were used for medical and biological 
studies all over the world. Mv father 
has been honoured several times by 
medical universities abroad for his 
craftsmanship Finally, my father 
was never in the book publishing 
business and has definitely not been 
‘fnreed to revert to it' 

Dili Sen. Calcutta 

Reckless Carbide 

r be Catastrophe on Screen 
22 June) pointed out the defects 
in the safety devices at Bhopal’s 
Union Carbide plane, as revealed by 
a London TV report. The references 
to “bad engineering, reckless cost- 
curting and a disregard for people’s 
lives” bear ample testimony to the 
fact that the safety asp^t was utter¬ 
ly neglected. Ian Swift suggested 
that (he “three stage safety system in 
Bhopal was inadequate”. 

Shyamaf Gupta. Burdwan fU’est 
Bengal/ 


Wi ngnl that ai Khushwiiri Blagli li Mil 
of lha CMitry It hu Ml haatk aeiittla to 
pablWi hit eatamH.Boafi^ lv#tf and 
Seer, la tMi Ium—C iHar. 
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1'Ikj f.onlinues. Kvcm seven rnonfhs o/for Ihe killer MIC gos Jeoked out o/a 

funk iif [^iwuii Carhide's llliopal plont. fts victims continue to suffer and die—or be 
born dead, (hii of every three childirMi born to women who were pregnant on the night 
of the finds Hitu Sorin. only one survives. Many are born deforo'ed. And 

nobody knows if the truunio will end with this generation, or the next. 
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I JB child i» bom. It » past 
midiugltt inside the dank 
labour ruom of tlie SiiUania 
M Vjaiuna Hospital. Bhopal. 
Three attendants wash the tiny in¬ 
fant and routinely hold him up to 
give his mother her first glimpse. 
"Tumhurcf Udka paid* hvs haj lyois 
have given hinh to a son V says one 
nurse as she pats the child to make 
him ciy. There i< no response In the 
dim light the skin of the child lucks 
maceuted and bluish Within mi* 
iiuies. a senior doctor i> called in. He 
looks doivn at the curled figure, asks 
for the mother's medical record and 
scrawls in the column for details of 
the birth; "Stillborn bo>' weighing 
four pounds, bom to mother." Then 
he I'uslies out to the maternity ward 
to attend lo another parieni about to 
deliver. Outside, there is silence as 
the father looks expectantly at the 
w'hire clnthed figures washing hands 
in the waiting room. Then comes the 
sound of weeping from beyond the 
green curtains of the labour room. 
**) Wi tfhi gas Land ko baccha paida 
huj hill (Here is another child of the 
gas tiagedyi." sbvi the nurse as she 
shown (he father the shrivelled face 
of his neubuni 

The dead child is the unnamed 
victim of the holocaust of J Decern* 
ber in Bhopal when >10 tonnes of 
lethal gas spewed out of the L'nion 
Carbide factory. More then 200 days 
after the accident, the death toll 
from the w’orld's worst industrial 
disaster continues to rise. While offi¬ 
cial figures are static at 2.SOO killed, 
others estimate that over JS.OOO lives 
were lost because of the SO minuie 
release of toxir gas into the atmus* 
phere. Whatever the count of vie* 
tims, Bhopal became the scene of an 
unimaginable calamity, an incompa 
rable tragedy. The tragedy of entire 
tamilies being wiped out because the 
air they breatfied that night was 
laden with choking death, the : 
tragedy of sleeping children who 
w'oke up 10 find themselves orphaned 
by whiffs of an unknown killer, the 
tragedy of hundreds of those who 
could not identify their loved ones 
among rhe heap of corpses and simp¬ 
ly lost them forever in the death and 
destruction of that black night. It 
I was. and still is, the tragedy of the 
' thousands who survived the night¬ 
mare only CO face years of physical 
dlsebilicies. But the tragedy which is 
manifesting itself today and which 
threatens to be the cruel fallout of 
the Bhopal disaster-^the tragedy of a 
mother who knows she may give 
birch to a dead or deformed child; a 
Carbide child whose face was sealed 
inside its mother's wonib. 

Once the deleterious effects of 
methyl isocyanate exposure were 


known to have caused serious re 
»piratory. puUuonury* ond neurologic 
a I defects, hesliam quest luns were 
asked if the gnm aiicictfocis of the 
exposure would be felt on the prog¬ 
eny of rhe victims a« well. At the time 
of the disaster thete were more than 
3,000 pregnant wrunen living in the 
areas which were decJaied "gas* 
affected.” What would Ik' the im 
plications for she future generations 
if leraiogenir (damaging lo foetu&CNi 
and mutagenic (causing genetic 
changes) effects were ditcuvered in 
childien born to ihe^ women? t*n* 
fortunately, no awareness was cre¬ 
ated by the state authorities about 
the dangers of childbirth even after 
the effects of MIC exposure ori the 
reproductive system were obvious. 
Many women complained of abriur 
malities in menstrual flow, polynor- 
rhoea and suppression of lactation. 
These complaints were attributed 
only to the "severe stress and strain' 
on the female population of Bhopal. 
Even when in the month of Decern* 
ber itself a high rate of infant mortal- 
iry wa« recorded in affeeted areas of 
old Bhopal aod some deformities 
were noticed among children bom to 
mothers in their third trimester 
(third month of pregnancy! at the 
time of the exposure, mere neonatal 
surveilUnce recommended by 
gynaecological expMrts. The effects 
of the gas on childbirth would only 
be apparent among children bom 


aftei July lo mol hoi s who were in 
ihcor first irime^ler on.tDeivmbci , 
lhe> said. 

I( u now July, '/he foulness of 
death iind dixirdur pt'rviules ihc Su)- 
tanij .Jaiuna lloypitcjl. the Urgest 
matorniiy hospital close to the 
affected aieas, where ovui 20 chil* 
(hen div burn every day. The ekpec* 
ton! mi»rhei'> who have bren j;as 
affi'cied jic suffering from acute 
abdominal pain, vaginal discharge 
besides respiraioiy and other com* 
plicalHinv The three maternity 
wards are full: womMi lie in corridors 
and passages end often share beds. 
In one twd of the maternity ward two 
affected women who had lust deli* 
vered were .seen sleeping. Shanti Bai 
and Basanii Bai are sisters. Both 
were in (ho Imtial stages of pregnan¬ 
cy when I hey fled their hoxnea in 
Chola Mandi, close to the Dnion 
Carbide faciury, with thousands of 
others to eM;ape the death blowing 
with the wind. One sister described 
how during ihnt horrific night, she 
stumbled over deed bodies as she 
ran, and finally collapsed to find 
her&elf in hospital the next morning. 
After thati shetiad to be admitted to 
the same Sultanu Janana hospital 
twice during her pregnancy. Nobody 
had advised her about the possible 
effect of the gas on the child she was 
carrying, about the chance of an 
unnatural child being born to her. 
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health department not to discuu 
UIC ca^es Mrith any outsider, foreign 
expert or journalist. Entry into the 
maternity wards can only be made 
unobtrusively lace at night. And one 
has to step cautiously into cbe<iiiten* 
sive^care ^it of Hamidia Hospital, a 
closely watched chamber of deeth. 
'Both these places are the focus of 
serious medical attention and in 
spite of figures released of a normal 
rate of congenital malformations and 
I stillbirths, doctors ere clearly wor* 
tied about the high incidence being 
recorded. Instructions have been 
pasted outside the labour room at 
Sultanis Hospital for all the 
placentae of MIC victims to be sent 
for examinetion to the Bhopel Medic* 
il College, where teratogenic effects 
of MIC gas are being examined. 
There are other Instructions for the 
deed children to be taken for post* 
mortem to the forensic department 
of the Gandhi Medical College, 
Bhopal. 

\^ile hospital authorities give an 
*experimenii are in*pro|rass*’ reply, 
attendants and midwives in the hos* 
pitals tell the truth about the bi stare 
observations of childbirth these 
dtyi. Travelling in the ambulance 
which carries cord blood samples, 
placentae and ailing children to 
Hamidie Hospirel, one learns that 
four to five children are dyingevery 
dey only at the Sultenia Jinana Hos* 
pital, with more than ten placentae 
being sent for experiments to the 
Gandhi Medical College. The regis* 
ter of umples sent for examination 
shows a sharp increase in the month 
of July. Said the superintendent of 
the hospital. Dr (Mrs) Saxena. 
“While (here has been no rise in 
congenital malformations as yet, we 
are closely monitoring births to gas 
victims in the third uimester, for any 
unusual increase.** 

There are different versions of 
whether children being bom to MIC 
victims in Bhopal could indicate dis* 
aster epidemiology and reveal con¬ 
genital malforhiaciona that could be 
scientifically claimed to be a result 
of the December gas disaster. There 
are the sorry tales of mothers who 
have lost theii offspring or who are 
bringing up deformed infants, the 
shocking accounts given by the 
junior staff of hospitals, midwives 
and nurses who insist they have 

never seen any birth-and-deacb cy^ 
of this kind before. Against this is ^e 
official version of births and deaths 
and accounu of senior doctors who 
are tinder insmictions not to talk. 
There is an anempt to cover up 
disclosures of the nature of defonti* 
ties or aboomalities being recorded 
and an attempt to declare the situa* 
tiOQ has been normal till date, lo 


OdWrtnwiUipi^Wfy and rtsplfgmrypreblries wan MIT ware 


N ow both the cribs on either side 
of the bed shared by the two 
sisters are vacant. The children died 
within three days of each other. A 
daughter was born to Sbanti Bai who 
lived for only four hours. How did 
she know it was the gas that killed 
her child? As Sbanti Eai sobbed 
uncontrollably, grieving the lota of 
her dead child, the nurse says the 
child was “eaten by the MIC," as is 
the case with many of those bom to 
victims in the ward over the past six 
months. The baby was underweight, 
with blMkishjskiiiand club feet. No. 
she does not have her medical re¬ 
cords since she had insisted tbat the 
doctors should vrrite her child had 
died of MIC poisoning.' Instead, they 
confiscated her papers and issued 
her discharge slip immediately. 

There was more trauma for the 
unfortunate mother, even after ibe 
sorrow of losing her child. Two days 
later, her sister went into labour. 
Basanti Bai had completed ten 
months of pre^ancy and when the 
boy was bom It was a barely three* 
and*a*half pounds. Shanti Bai was 
rushed in an ambulance lo the Haau* 
dia Hospital with the gasping child 
end put in the intensive cere unit in 
room number 124 there There are 
(WO Incubators in the unit for prena 
cure or underweight newborns, many 


boro to MJC affected moihers. Rare¬ 
ly docs a child survive at (he unit 
these days. The ton of Basanri Bai did 
not; ha was buried at theCho]a|I^d 
ghtit before Basanti Bai could come 
Out of the recovering room of Sulta- 
nia Hospital. She handed over her 
medical records (registration num¬ 
ber 210/4019 MIC). But again, (he 
cause of death is not staled Ralu 
Ram, husband of Basanti explains 
that wbonever he'wanted that gas 
poisoning be written on the papers 
be is cluichiug, doctors demanded: 
“Kja'njm/re apnemareiiue bacche ke 
Uye muawxa chahfye?(Do you want 
compensation few your dead child?)” 
Tfwre can be no compensadoo for 
Kalu Ram, But if others are getting 
Rs 10.000 from the sarirar per person 
killed by the gas, why should he not 
get money for his own child which 
has been killed by the same ga^i? The 
doctors will not listen. So he now 
takes his wife to the collector’s offKe 
lo complaiD. 

There is obvious criminal negli¬ 
gence in this large maternity hospital 
of Bhopal and other small hospitals 
where MIC viaims are giving birth 
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sphe of chc apprehensions being ex 
pressed the world over about the 
Ukely teratogenic effects on newborn 
children, nu concerted effort has 
been made to educate pregnant 
women or inform them about the 
danger they may face during child* 
birth. In fact, when some women bad 
approached public hospitals for 
undergoing medically terminated 
pregnancies, they were assured nor¬ 
mal pregnancies. 

On the ocher hand, some private 
nursing homes in new Bhopal where 
expectant women had gone for abor¬ 
tions were saved the sorrows of 
defective childbirth. Not that un¬ 
natural births have not been re¬ 
corded at any private nursing home 
and only occurred in hospitals like 
ihe Sultania. The Ghoois Nursing 
Home and Termination of Pregnancy 
Centre at Karbala Road has recorded 
a diitinct increase in the number of 
csscH of congenital malformations 
and stillbirths. 8aid Dr (Mrs^ Charan- 
iii Choois, whu runs the centre and Is 
carefully monitoring al! births, 
''Since December the number of still* 
btrilis have doubled in the cases of 
women who were exposed to MIC. 
Spontaneous abortions increased 
three limes among women who were 
then in thuir second and third tnmes* 
ter ^nte of these children died of 
asphyxia as foetuses " She showed 
tfiis reporter photographs of what 
she calU a "typical malformed 
foetus" and others nf babies born at 
her dime who could not live beyond 
a few hours. 

T herv has been no study of the 
incidence of neonatal mortality 
among MlC-affected women deliver¬ 
ing in homes, hospitals and nursing 
homes. Tbe government*sponsored 
study being conducted by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (fCMR) 
is the only scientific examinatioo 
being conducted of the teratogenic 
effects of MIC. It has revealed fi¬ 
gures of congenital rualfonnatlons 
equal to the national average of one 
to two per cent of all births. The 
Madhya Pradesh health minister, 
Balendu Shukla, told the Vidhan 
Sabha that the ICMR suryey would 
cover 3,000 pregnant women in a 
population of 86,000 people living in 
the severely affected areas. Till 
June, out of the 1.350 newborn 
bMsies examined, 16 were found to 
be physically deformed and there 
were 60 cases of premature birtl^ 
Tbe caaes of deformities include chil¬ 
dren suffering from congenital 
beans, imperforated arms and ia 
paired eyesight, all of whk^ Pr 
Ash win i SayJ, who ti working in the 
ICMR project, explained, could be 
found In cases of “nortnel retarda- 


noft-’ 

Another survey conducted by 
volunteers of tbe Friends Medico 
Circle ai tbe JayapraJush Na^, 
situated opposite the Union Carbide 
factory, however, revealed en abnor¬ 
mal incidence rate ol abortions and 
premature births. Tbe survey was 
conducted among 621 families and of 
the 171 expectant mothers, 54 were 
pregnant on the fateful day (3 De¬ 
cember) and had been receiving 
treatment for MIC exposure. Out of 
them. 57 had deliver^—34 women 
had normal babies. 22 had under* 
gone abortions and one premaiure 
birth was recorded. Of the children 
bora, one was stillborn and two died 
tam^iacely after birth Of the 22 
Mvea who had abortions, only one 


had her pregnancy terminated, the 
rest had aborted spontaneously. A 
third e.vamiuatinn was conducted by 
the Nagrik Rabat aur Punarvas Com¬ 
mittee. a vuluntary health organisa¬ 
tion. The report prevented by the 
committee concluded that 29 of the 
39 patients who were pregnant in 
December gave a history of first or 
aacoiid trimester abortion. 

Now the third trimester births are 
being anxiously watched for it is In 
the first three months that the child 
develops and is most prone tn de* 
formiiy. Though it will be the third 
trimester births that would be most 
iaportant to assess the rate of con¬ 
genital malformations, there is every 
indication that the situation is graver 
than the authorities are willing to 


I 
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e<liRi(. Therefore, instead of conduct* 
ing wider medical surveys covering all 
areas and medical attention being 
given to newborn children, an 
attempt is being made to cover up 
the pathetic pli^t of these babies. 
Under the plea of long-term eiperi* 
ments, a separate assessment is 
being done by the authorities, the 
results of which may not be known 
for a long time. By then, hundreds of 
MIC exposed mothers will deliver de¬ 
formed babies. 

Of the children who have died, 
only 47 autopsies have been con¬ 
ducted to examine the cause of 
death. The resutu, thou^ closely 
guarded, are revealing. The aut^y 
report (Number 1275/MLI/766/8S1 of 
a deformed male child boot to Saras* 
Vrati, living in Kenchi Chola, gives 
the cause of death: ^‘Dead body of 
child came with a history ol gas 
exposure on the night vf 3 Decemt^. 

Death appears to be poisoning as a 
rasiilt of irreparable gases and its 
complications.*' The child had been 
bom at the Sultania Hospital, tre¬ 
ated later at the Hamidia where it 
was declared dead. 

The autopsies on children bom 
deformed or premature to MIC 
victims have been conducted under 
__ ^ 


the supervision of Dr Heeresh Chan* 
dra. bead of the forensic nedicinc 
and toxicology department of the 
Medical Collage. Bhopal, who bad 
also conducted autopsies on 731 per* 
sons killed by MIC till the end of 
December. Says Dr Chandra; *The 
results of autopsy on these children 
give the same picture as the auto¬ 
psies conducted on the first and 
second days. There is dotting oi the 
blood and effect of the gas in the 
liver and lungs, as found in adult 
victims. It is dear that these children 
have been severely affected in the 
embryo stage." He further explained 
that in some children the cause of 
death was haemorrhage the brain 
and lungs, rare in deaths of newborn 
children. He added that in the auto¬ 
psies conducted, a pattern of de* 
formity could be noticed. Many had 
dilation and liquidisation of the 
brain cavity, resulting in the soften¬ 
ing of the blood tissue which makes it 
diHicult for cbe child to survive. A 
similar observation had been re¬ 
ported from other hospitals. The very 
first child which was called the 
*frtak child of Bhopal” waa bom at 
the Vallabbbhai Patel Hospital, 
Bilaspur. The mother ^ tba child had 
been present in Bhopal and was 


living in one of the affected areas 
when the gas leaked. The child bom 
to her had cavities instead of eyes, a 
deformed head and Korched skin. 
Ever since the birth of the deformed 
child in Bilaspur, there have been 
many reports in ihe local press of 
cases of retarded babies being bom 
to MlC*exposed mothers. 

According to Dr Heeresb Chandra, 
experiments being conducted by the 
ICMR and other institutions on the 
placenta and cord blood of children 
being bom will reveal the full rami¬ 
fications and perpetuating effects on 
the progeny of die victims. So far, be 
has found evidence of carbamylation 
in the cord blood samples which 
proved that the poison in cne gas had 
affected the child in the womb. 
There were other autopsies con* 
ducted which reveal that serious 
dam^e had been done to babies, 
impairing their faculties. The auto* 
psy conducted on twin boys, both 
named “Guddu** in the records, pro¬ 
vided further avidance. The twins 
were bom in the Bajaha area on S 
March-^e of them died within 24 
hours ol being bom and the sacond 
boy survived lor tw(^and*a*half deys- 
The eatjnlMtiun of the tissue ex¬ 
tracted from the limbs of the two | 
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children revealed signs of poisoning 
and their lungs, liver and brntn were 
also badly damaged by the gas. 


T he continuing calamty of the 
children of Bhopal is not only the 
trauma of mothers giving birth to 
children who die because they are 
too weak to sustain lifei but extends 
to the children who live on and who 
will perhaps become the living lesti* 
mony of the physical horrors and 
disabibties that ensued after the gas 
leak. It is estimated that out of overv' 
I three children born to victims, only 
one sill cu es. The Madhya Pradesh 
, government is not wiU>ng to admit 
the enormity of the problem but a 
visit to the room number 123, where 
' infants are receiving treatment, is 
< enough to show that there is some 
I thing unusual and sinister about the 
I plight of these children A teacher 
' from Indore, who had brought her 
I two-year*old daughter suffering from 
meningitis, for treatment at the hos¬ 
pital, deKribed the sad scene in the 
ward and the intensive care unit next 
to It. Every day children were dying 
Even at that moment, a boy measuT' 
ing not more than the site of a palm, 

I was lying stiff and silent inside one 
of the incubators—4n innocent Jump 
' of flesh and bone, with a blood- 
' stained bandage around its blue 
' black waist where the unbilicaJ cord 
I had been cut. the precious cord 
! which, instead of giving life and 
I sustenance, had passed on poisonous 
I death. The child was lying un- 
' attended. Its father had gone to the 
Sultania Hospital to fetch its mother 
Both parents, the junior doctor on 
duty explained, .lad been affected by 
the “killer gas.” 

While the incidence of stillbirths 
and deformities is stated to be “few 
and normal." could it be a coinci¬ 
dence that when one tries to locate 
I the house of a deformed child in 
Jtyaprakash Nagar which is listed 
in the ICMR survey repon and one 
reaches a wrong address, you discov¬ 
er that a child had died immediately 
after birth there too? Jayaprakash 
Nagar, one of the worst affected 
localities, and its residents have 
barely recovered from the loss of life 
and cattle. Their situation was aggra¬ 
vated by the pathetic compensation 
being given to them. A short distance 
away is Nechli Chela, Dwarka Nagar, 

wh«r« there were relatively few 
deaths. There have likewise not been 
many cases of unnatural births to 
exposed mothers here. There is, 
however. Saraswati Eai, wife of Ban 
Ram. a Union Carbide assistant oper¬ 
ator! who gave birth to twins on 14 
January. Two of her healthier clul* 
dreo Hand by her side as she de* 
scribes her suffering after the gas 




leak and the painful circumstances 
in which she delivered twins after a 
difficult labour. The girl born to her 
died but the son survived. The medic¬ 
al records of Sultania Hospital (reg¬ 
istration number lfK)/80> state the 
cause of death as “cardiorespiratory 
arrest " Saraswati Bai is now worried 
about the health of her pallid seven- 
month old son. Since birth, he has 
already been admitted to the hospit 
al twice for respiratory complica¬ 
tions—the child has “MIC lungs" and 
could suffer from serious ailments 
throughout life. 

It is only when such children walk, 
talk and play that the Urge scale 
medical effects that still persist in 
the progeny of the viciuns would be 
known. As it is. young children who 
were themselves expmed to the gas 
are reported to have developed com¬ 
plications in the summer months. 
There is an outbreak of jaundice and 
repeated complaints of children de¬ 
veloping boils and blisters all over 
the body. The general health of the 
thousands who are being created 
symptomatically and the lucky few 
who are getting the sodium thiosul¬ 
phate antidote injections (which is in 
short supply), are deteriorating, and 
several experts have already de¬ 
clared that exposure to the gas 
weakened the victims* resisunce to 
disease. With fresh complications, 
the months of August and teptember 
would be most crucial in assesring 


the state of recoveiy of the victims. 
More so because during ihuM; 
months, (approximrftely) 70Ci pir*- 
gnsni women who were niosi kus- 
ceptible to (he influence uf liie gus in 
their early suge ul pi egnanc>. would 
be delivering their babies. Even the 
authorities have admitted that in the 
month of July rhe-re has been a 
marked increase in cases of still¬ 
births, abortions and deformities Dr 
Uhwar Das, relief commissioner lor 
the gas tragedy, admitted that ihe 
birth of children is Iming observed 
with great caution. “We are fearing 
that if the plight of these newborn 
babies is extremtfy serious at 
present, an ugly situation could de 
velop," he said. 

Worse dangers lie ahead: there 
could be more cases of congenital 
malformations and infant mortabiy 
in Bhopal. Examinations conducted 
by genetic experts on new-born 
Irbies, have concluded that the 
tragedy would affect not only those 
children but several forthcoming 
generations too. These fears have not 
been scientificoliy proved and it is 
possible that the duster witnessed 
in Bbopal today might be checked by 
the first generation deformation. 
Only the reeulu of tests and experi¬ 
ments on the bodies of the infants 
who are no more and the close 
olMervaiion of others who are yet to 
be born, perhaps crippled and im¬ 
paired, will reveal the fallout on the 
babies of Bhopal. 
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Inside the Poison 
_ GasPI^ _ 

Chemicals Jying in thecompounci sfiJJ pose o danger to the environment 


MM afety if everybody's 

Mm business." read the 

I am mated rad*and* 
yellow stickers pasted 
outside the offices of senior mana- 
gera who once manned the R^40>crore 
atrkuJiural products division <AP0) 
of Union Carbide India Limited 
(UCIL) in Bhopal. What a quirk of 
fate that Che six bosses of (his largest 
Ixsdian private sector pesticide com 
pany should now be the prime ac* 
cuf^, charged with criminal negii* 
geace that Ted to the death of 2,S00 
innocent peoples Among the most 
qualified technical personnel in the 
pesticide industry are all wanted 
men out on ball. They have been 
reduced to mere ordinaries who seek 
Mrmisslon before stepping Into the 
forbidding lron*and>chemical jungle 
that it the Union Carbide plant. Even 
Warren Anderson, the chairman of 
the parent American multinational, 
Union Carbide Corporation (UCC> 
was not spared the wrath of the 
displaced workers and the agitating 
vicdins. The key figure of the Amer* 




ican company which had a SC 9 per 
cent equity shareholding in the !ndi* 
an subsidiary and the man who ruled 
the empire which necied sales of 9.S 
billion dollars last year has found a 
place among the effigies put up out¬ 
side the impocmg gates of ihe plant, 
**/eeno Aei to o:^i na sevkho < learn 
(0 die if you want to live).**reads the 
placard hung around ihe neck of the 
dummy nf Warren Anderson The 
chairman cuts o sorry figure in bis 
place at the centrestage of the para* 
de of effigies, dressed as he is in grey 
dungarees, a haid ipUstic hat, safety 
goggles, gum boots and a lake watkie 
talkie set tucked under his belt. 

How the Union Carbide workers 
pilfered the working outfit and safe¬ 
ty accessories with which they dres¬ 
sed Anderson and company is any* 
body's guess l*he plant is at present 
under siege by employees since 10 
July when their services were ter¬ 
minated by a court order. Trade 
union leaders of the closed pesticide 
plant sit in dhartta at the security 
guard room, others roam the City in 


tKree*wheeler scooters fitted with 
loudspeakers which blare through¬ 
out the day demanding their employ¬ 
ment and rehabilitation. The work¬ 
ers are free to walk Inside the pro¬ 
duction and administration blocks of 
tli^ plant and have remained unres¬ 
tricted in spite of complaints being 
regisiered with the authorities about 
(he Union Carbide workers removing 
machinery parts, electrical fittings 
and motor spares from insida the 
plant. Even after the callousness of 
the workers and senior officials In 
allowing the MIC unit to function 
without its safety prequisites has 
been exposed, there is further evi* 
dence of carelessness of the Madhya 
Pradesh government and its policing 
agencies in not guarding the Union 
Carbide premises. 

It is only the ill-fated MIC unit 
inside (he plant that is unapproach¬ 
able (o the workers and striking 
union leaders- This part of the plant 
is under the protection of a team of 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) which landed in Bbopei within 
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hours of the leek to investigate its 
cause. A visit to the MIC plant shows 
chat the p^uction unit which was 
once the scene of frantic activity, is 
now a wasteland of nuts and bolts. 
Six iDonchs have passed since pro* 
duction in the unit was banned. Now 
the MIC enclosure marked *basar* 
dous area" is thick with taUweeds 
that speak of the inactivity and in* 
ercia chat sec in since the chemicaJ 
reaction was triggered off from in* 
side somewhere in the llO'foot tall 
structure, connected to the under* 
ground MIC tank area. The carefully 
maintained rose garden close to the 
MIC plant which was the pride of 
Union Carbide for its beautiful 
blooms has been ruined hy the gal* 
Ions of toxic substances emptied out 
of containers and tanks. Even the 
rose plants, it is said, have been dug 
out by the workers, who seem to be 
stealing anything of any value frotn 
the premises 

Who would be responsible for any 
security lapse which may occur in* 
side (he plant again, vulnerable as it 
is to disaster? What is shocking is 
that in spite of announcements that 
there is no dangerous toxic substance 
present m the plant now, an in van* 
tory demanded by the CBl revealed 
that there are more than 1100 tonnes 
of materia] which the UCIL listed as 
"toxK/hasardous/flammable.” The 
CBl investigators, themselves are at 
a loss, about the nature of the toxic 
substances stored in the plant—car* 
bon monoxide, phosgene, methyl isth 
cynate and Sevin units^demanded 
(his list two months «igo. A compari 
son of (he inventory of dangerous 
substances stored mside the UCIL 
plant on 20 June and 2F July showed 
that there had been negligible dis* 
pusal done by the company Among 
the materials stored till July. CBl 
sources pointed out that some are 
extremely hazardous if consumed, 
inflamed or chemically reacted. 
These include chiorosulphonic acid 
(20 tonnesj. carbon tetrachloride (2.0 
tonnesh stored in bulk, jidicarbox' 
ime (3.0 tonnes), orrhodichloroben* 
sene (3S,9 tonnes;, naphthol (9.4 ton* 
nesj, BHC (b9.0 tonnes) and 
methylene chloride <2.0 tonnes) 
stored in bulk in drums and small 
containers. There ars other toxic 
substances in the processing systems 
which have not yet been cleaned. 
They include tliermax (12 tonnes;, 
carlxin tetrachloride (74 tonnes;, 
.vevin carbaryl (S.O tonnes; and 
methylene chloride (1.3 tonnes) the 
most dangeruuK m the iwo munth 
Inventory list is 20 metric tonnes of 
chloroform still inside the processing 
systems uf the plant. In the first 
munch (be chloroform is stated to be 
“dis^ved with MIC etc.” In the next 



A view 


MIC 


month’s inventory, the other subst* 
ances mixed with the chloroform 
including the MIC have disappeared 
while the quantity of chloroform re* 
mains the same at 20 tonnes. In 
crying to hide the fact of the pre* 
sence o! the dreeded MIC gas from 
the CBl, Union Carbide officials have 
been caught tying. 

U nion Carbide officials are di* 
vided in their opinion on the 
dangers of the large quantities of 
toxic material inside the plant when 
the entire complex has been left 


unguardedkndis open to a mishap or 
mischief. The assistant works mana* 
ger of the plant, R. Cbowdbury, one 
of the accused m the CBl case, is 
confident that there is not a drop of 
toxic material inside: "There is no* 
thing in the plant that can cause 
harm. We have cleared it up." be 
declared. On the ocher hand the 
resident doctor of the Union Carbide 
plant, Dr Arya Lohya expressed 
grave doubts about the security 
la^s (hat are gtiing unchecked and 
which could well result in another 
unprecedented accident. Said he: 
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W bo will owp«mte tht vie* 
rinu of Bbopol who ha ^en 
bmh to doforow ohUdrio or who 
have lovt choir pODpexv to the too* 
dQuiDf effect*'of &IKC iDhaletioo? 
Hie luifortuQM oereots face u 


oereots face u 


eacruciiciai. Itfelonf dUenune. 
6oiM of the ^iban whOMSrow^ 
it bcina cvafuQj watched ^ 
dehttf in Bbopid have eevere m«a> 
taJ and pbyaim bandfe^M. which 
tu 7 Imp^r thelf irowth' feraW. 

A pba for eutIUDeau of hhtb' 
defective chttdrtp in Bho^ has 
been node by oome eipena who 
fear cfaai cbeea duldrea. Mffertaf 
froa c«A|Oj)iril ftalforq^atioae, 
woiiM be an imbeenble bmtn to 
their ptreatth-mott of when are 
aiftong the fooreet ia the city 
Theae United efclUreti would aUo 
poM ea, InfurBotmcabfe probitm 
for tbe.a^te Akb wwld net be 
able to hbfitro) die effect of tech 
hircbi 00 future fenentleai. The 
itate MvenuMat ie. at praeeac 
•Wtarfttuy oMbrku of die karcer 
CQpaaquencee d tb«« Urdti 

The atitborftfei art not em lura 
t^ilfraBU of childron 
who'ware bora to apeeed notben 
er ddldrao idio did aec tnrvive 
beyo a d • Uti daye thmjd receive 
naaecery coj ap eneadow or not 
AceerdU te^ lah ^ a rPea. who h 
l0Qlaaa*wta hOflhUcated 

tar af uifuriaiMtoea^for Bhepal’i 
victteB, the ]Mhh«* VMM ively 

medwrei racerae of toe owta oote 
tfw death vae due to ABC eape- 
eure. The caieafbovpeaauloo for 


ihe dOBtftef chli^w w^eceilew* 
I7 but Maly dyis| ta oaee aid twos 
every day la Ktopel's hecpitalf 
would only becoae Bora complex 
aiaec docior* atteadiag oa the 
aaothero ere refudoe to staB the 
cooee <rf death. If uiia continues, 
Um parents would not be entiiled 
even to the R« 10.000 cofBpeoMiCiQn 
for the death of ev^ member of 
the family chat U being haphaaerd' 
ly distnfmted. No check is being 
maintained oa the race of infeni 
moriality among MiC victimti 
which wc^d oaly maka Che task of 
compensating the parents is* 
p^bk. 

Hie state has a morel re^mnslbil* 
hy towenU vfctims who give birth 
to incap^tated or deformed chil* 
drea. It is the duty of the govern^ 
menc 10 protect the sanctity of 
faufflao life of its dfWns. Imoiedi* 
tea steps should be taken in Bhopel 
to moniior the birth of all infants 
and make an urgent asseasmeat 
from hospitals, nursing hones and 
affected areei to gauge the enormi* 
ty of the probkm and start diacus* 
ikns on the problem oi compensi' 
tions. If the Bhopal disaster had 
occurred in seme other country ia 
the West where the right to with* 
tew treatment rafts legally with 
the doctors as ia the United Stases 
then perhaps the dinnd for eutba* 
nafia would have been more vehe* 
nent la India, the crauaia of gifiag 
Ufa to or nBtaixdng the Uvea m 
theae childrra Is soomtiiiag chat 
only the victims know ch^tn selves. 

It will be decades before the 


geaetic effectf^of MIC eapesunBreV 
knewiv after; children ^'wbe%,l^di' 
beea scieflufkaUy declared .te 


birth CO the third ga^wratibA MIC. 
victims. Than the perpetuating' 
physical agonies of tnese chlMtea-' 
and the worse fears of doom would ‘ 
coroe trtie. It is feared that mere * 
birth'defectlvc children wlU be- 
bom by the end of the third trtnes* 
ter at the end of September this 
year when rba gory pimra of such 
cengenitai malformntloas will be 
cnmpleie. The long*term raenttl 
and physical effects of MIC« 
exposure on the victims has set a 
unique precedent since it was oaly 
the people of Bhopal wbo became 
the unwitting prey& to the unknown 
killer. The prospect may not be so 
macabre as the birth of ''tbalido* 
aide children" in the early Sevm* 
ties, but these malformed physical 
weaklinp are a reminder ot the 
thalidomide case which stunned 
the world yaars ago into raallsing 
the effects of unknown chemicals 
and drags on newborns. The chU* 
drefi of the victims of thalidomide, 
a sleep*inducing drag adnuAiaterad 
to thousands of pregnant women in 
Europe ware Bossly deformed, 
Ihelr bands nd feet were worst* 
af iected. Some of the children born 
to the victima of Bhopal have se* 
vere coogenital defects, iacludlng 
renrdatioB of organs like te luagi 
and heart and tktf eoftefliag of the 
brain tissue—childsM* who may 
live but win remain only mariiiialJy 
alive. 


'*The Union Carbide plant is still 
open to danger. There are hundreds 
of tonnes of hasardous substances 
stored inside which could trigger off 
another explosion or leakage if tight 
security measures are not adopted. 
Even a heavy rainfall could result in 
water entering one of the tanks or 
storage drums with catastrophic con¬ 
sequences." He suggested that the 
state police should immediately take 
control of the astuation before there 
is a second disaster within the plant. 

A tour of the Union Carbide plant 
makes you aware of Ihe various iro* 
nies that now mock the eveots of the 
night of 3 December. Senior Union 
Carbide officials reveal that safety 
standards inside their plant were 
among the highest and most sophisti¬ 
cated in the country, a fact which 
members of the investigetiog team 


concede. The UCfL plant in Bhopal 
had only a month before the f^C 
leak received the UCC safety award 
for the year 1994. The award was 
given to the Bhopal plant for fool¬ 
proof safety measures being used in 
the plant which had not recorded 
the loss of a single working day 
throughout the year. It 1$ obvious 
that though safety precautions were 
not observed to ifae book and there 
were glaring defects, all facilities 
basic crisis management were pre¬ 
sent in the plant. Pinned up on the 
notice boards outside the office of J. 
Mukund, the works manager, are 
circiJars issued lo all divisions in 
early November, listing the duties of 
safety officers and routines of mock* 
drills six limas a week. In the MIC* 
control room where the preuure 
gauges have now been sealed by the 


CBI, hot line connections * and 
emergency alarms are gathering 
dust. It was in this chamber that the 
first indications of the high pressure 
inside tank 910 were noticed. It was 
at 10.20 at night when the third shift 

operator noticed that the pressure of 
the tank was showing 10 PSIG. In 
about an hour the temperature shot 
up to 55 PSIG at the top of the scale. 
Ibe hot line connection was not used. 
Outside, there are the large water 
nomles which can direct jets of water 
to any point of explosion or leakage. 
They were trained on the vent gas 
scrubber at 1 am after all the con* 
tents of the tank 610 had been re* 
leased into the atmosphere. There 
are other precautionary faciliciee 
still in the plant whi^ coat lakbs of 
rupees to install, but lay forgorten 
whan they were needed moat. 
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Th«re is also the dire negligence of 
the U.'ion Carbide officials in allow¬ 
ing the three-stage safety device for 
the MIC unit to remain inoperative 
for several months. The vent ga^ 
scrubber should have neutralised the 
toxic methyl isocynate by treating it 
with caustic soda, which was put in 
an operating mode that night, but 
there was not enough caustic soda to 
treat the amount of gas that was fast 
escaping. The flare tower of the plant 
which is supposed to bum any gas 
released was not in working condi¬ 
tion and in any case could have 
controlled only a small leakage. The 
refrigeration system, built according 
to international specifications to cool 
the MIC in the storage tank, had 
been rendered non-operational by a 
written order effective from June 
19M. There were also the minor 
structural changes made by the Indi¬ 
an management of the plant special¬ 
ly in the process vent header (?VH> 
and relief valve vent header (WH) 
which led out from the storage tank 
to the vent gns scrubber. These mod¬ 
ifications played a critical role in 
causing vhe reaction inside the MIC 
tank. 

The CBI has impounded all docu¬ 
ments and records of the company 
and are giving their case against the 
chairman of UCC and officials of 
UCIL the final touches. They have 
examined ISO witnesses so far and 
seised 710 documents and are on the 
point of filing prosecutions in the 
case. According to CBI officials they 
have enough evidence to prove the 
culpability of both the UCIL and the 
parent UCC in the disaster. They are 
only awaiting tne report of the scien¬ 
tific team of the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) to com¬ 
plete investigations. 

After the proceedings against the 
erring officials arc initiated, the 
Question of what is to be done with 
the multi-crore APD Unioo Carbide 
plant in Bhopal would arise. The 
government has turned down the 
UCXL's proposals to continue res 
tricted production of non-toxic oiate- 
rials. The managing director of 
UCIL, V.P. Gokhale had proposed to 
set up a rehabilitation centre Inside. 
This request was also turned down. 
Now, according to the plant's produc¬ 
tion superintendent K-V. Sheicy who 
is attending office occasionally, 
another proposal had been mooted 
for the formulation unit of MIC to be 
made functional. The MJC itself was 
to be imported from the Bhopal 
minor-image plant in Charlston, USA 
as was the cose before production of 
MIC commenced in Bhopal. This was 
a proposal that was in fact awaiting 
the sanction of the UCIL headquar¬ 



ters in Bombay before the accident 
took pliice. 

The CBI hat in its custody other 
plans end proposals sent by the 
Bhopal APD to Bombay for the MIC 
unit to be made non-operational and 
the enure production unit to be 
shifted, lock, stock and barrel, to 
Braiil. Both these pUns prove with¬ 
out doubt that UCIL was ooi in¬ 
terested in running the MIC plant m 
Bhopal any more The MIC unit was a 
losing proposition for the company, 
its capacity utilisation was otie-third 
and the losses of the Sevin unit were 
multiplying over the past three 
years. But this was not reason enough 
for the UCC not to upgrade the 
security measures at its APD subsidi¬ 
ary at Bhopal as it had done in us 
own Charlston MIC unit. Financial 
losses of the MIC divisimi were no 
excuse for the UCIL to dispense with 
important safety devices and look 
(he other way when (he most critical 
among them are lying unoperational. 

Though (he CBU the ICMR and the 
UCIL teams have been attempting to 
discover how exactly the leak occur¬ 
red, in the six months following the 
incldeor. they have not come up with 
any convincing answers. The com¬ 
plex chain of reactions that took 


place on the night of 3 December Iasi 
year may never be known. It muy 
never be known how the gallons of 
water entered the MIC tank and 
whether it was water that caused the 
reaction at all. The sabotage theory 
hinted at in the UCC report has not 
been substantiated and the CBI offi¬ 
cials complain that all evidence of 
(he stages of reaction were destroyed 
by the UCC officials in (heir clumsy 
attempt to stop (Le leak bfier the 
harm had been done. But what is 
dear is that ii wa.s nothing kut cii- 
minal negligence and blind disr'^gard 
for precautions that lr*(! tr^ iht' 
ter. The precious Union t’.ubido 
Bhopal plant was reduced tu scrap 
the very night the tragic incident 
occurred. Now it is a huge incapaci¬ 
tated iron monster which will keep 
gathering dust and rust and continue 
to be a reminder of the horrors of a 
rapidly industrialising world; a 
monumeDi in ihtr city of Bho(>«il 
which earned the dubious distinction 
of causing the death of the largest 
number of people in such an acci¬ 
dent; a relic for posterity at the gates 
of which curious onlookers stop and 
take photographs to remember the 
holocaust. 










War and F 
in Gujarat 


simplifying the matter. The agitacion 
which had over (he past 150 days 
seen the loss of more than 215 lives, 
led to &olanki*s ouster* and pro¬ 
longed disruption of the Economy in 
Gujarat, an industrially prosperous 
state, had clearly gone on for far too 
long. For five months, Khoois and 
colleges were closed, examinations 
of lakhs of students had been held up 
and peace was a remote possibility, 
what with (he situation taking on tha 
colours of commune] and castaUt 
strife. The message was loud and 
clear: enough i% enough. And the 
agitation leaders may have been 
prodded into making the best of it 

Many people had realised that the 
government had offered alJ it could, 
within (be overall framework of the 
reservation policy of the Congres»(l). 
Solanki had become an embarrass¬ 
ment to the party high command, not 
because of the polus but because of 
the ways in which he sought to pur 
sue it, arousing (he fears of deepen* 
ing inter-caste animosity. His 10 
January decision to raise the quota 
of reservations in jobs and education 
for the other backward classes, 
known in Gujarat as tha Socially and 
Educationally Buckward Classas 
<SEBC) had come just before the 
Assembly elections were announced. 
This was quickly perceived as a poli¬ 
tical carrot dangled before the poor 
to get voles for the Cungress(l). On 
(Op of It all. (he decision was actually 
never implemented. 

Apari from the loss of human lives 
and misery caused to the poor and 
the lower middle classes, trade and 
industry, according to the Gujarat 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
are estimated to have lost a turnover 
of more than Rs 2,200 crores. In an 
interview to Sui^uay a few days ago, 
the new chief minister himself con¬ 
ceded that in terms of progress in the 
slate, the clock had been turned back 
by as much as a decade. All this 
happened in spite of the fact that the 
Congressfl) had won 149 out of tha 
282 seats in the state Assembly and 
20 out of the 25 seats in the Lok 
Sabha from Gujarat. Many political 
observers thought that Solanki’s 
.style of functioning had aggravated 
the sliuation. In the allotment of 
(Uket*, tor ihe Assembly elections in 
March, he hud seen to ii thot all 
dissidents were dropped. Earlier. h« 
had succeeded in hounding c»ut of the 
party leaders like Ratubhai Adani, 
veteran Saurashira leader. Thus, de* 
spite a massive mandate and major* 
ity. Solanki virtually stood all alune 
in his battle against (he anti- 
rcservuilonists. 

And. in the eyes of the parly high 


Even after fhe announcement of (he ivithdraivaJ of the 
antj-reserv^otion sfir, violence continues. 

Tushar BhoU reports. 


A A H^^erhaps my stars are 
BB ^^^favourable,” said tha 
44 -year old new chief 
H minister of Gujarat, 
Amsrsinh Cheudhary. whan asked 
what it was that led to the accord 
between the anti'reservation auta* 
tors and the state government which 
resulted in the withdrawal of the 
five-mmith stir. 

The 'jx point agreement, arrived 
at after marathon talks on the night 


of 18 July, in fact does not have 
anything substantially more to offer 
than what the administration had 
been offering during former CM 
Madhavsinh Solanki's tenure 
Chaudhary may understandably feel 
luckier than Solanki who himself had 
earned the unofficial title of a 
“lucky" man because he was the 
only CM in Gujarat’s history as a 
separata state to have completed a 
full term. But, this would mean over* 
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command, the cause of it all, (he 
upward revision of quotas for the 
SEBC, was not needed at all. Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi had won the Lok Sabha 
elections with an unprecedented 
majority and (he result would have 
been repeated in the Assembly polls, 
althoush a little less danlingiy. 
Logistically. it was a decision that 
belonged to the era of the late Indira 
Gandhi whu was not only more pro* 
reservationist but also followed a 
pohcy of confrontation. Her son was 
beginning with a clean siate and the 
image of Mr Clean, steering the party 
back to a position where the Con¬ 
gress represented the country and 
not just some sections of society. 
Even then. Rajiv Gandhi gave 
Solanki as long a rope he could partly 
because it would be setting a wrong 
precedent to sack a recently elected 
popular ministry on account of wide* 
spread noting. 

Thus, when Amarsinh Chaudhary. 
a chosen successor of Solanki, occu* 
pied his mentor's chair, his task was 
noi only unenviable but difficult to 
boot. A man with a low profile who 
was completely overshadowed by 
Solanki in the recent past. 
Chaudhary had to establish his 
credentials independently to create 
an image of his own. Mr Chaudhary. 
a tribal who studied to become an 
engineer, is even more keenly aware 
of the problems of the underpri* 
vileged, having been one of them. He 
never had money, even to get mar* 
ried or pursue higher studies. Again, 
as home and education minister in 
the Solanki ministry which tasted 
U8 days, he was very much a part 
and parcel of what was being done. 

Aware of th»s. the high command 
had tried to persuade the Congressfl) 
legislators in the state to select Nat- 
warlal Shah. Speaker of the Assem¬ 
bly, as their new leader. But Solanki. 
whose supporters regard Shah, for¬ 
mer Praja Socialist and trade union 
leader as a potential dissident, stood 
firm and had his way. This was the 
second time in recent days (hat an 
outgoing chief minister had forced 
the central leadership to stand by his 
decision to nominate a successor. 
The first was in Maharashtra, But 
once Mr Chaudhary was in, it was 
important to bring him closer to the 
other faction in the Congress(I> and 
put some distance between him and 
Solanki. The centre appears to have 
assumed a mare active role in advist¬ 
ing the state government. Jiilio Re- 
beiro. the tough police official '*ho 
had made his mime in Bombay, was 
sent as director general of Gujurat 

Police. . . 

There was a i«Kake*ii|» in the admi 
njurrurloii, hh). and M. Siv.ignaiiam, 


The CM Wh o Had to Go 

joumalict-turned-advocate-curned- 


M adhavsinb Sc^anki, wfao was 
toppled froo the chief minis¬ 
tership of Gu.'aret by the anti- 
reservation stir is .perhaps,the most 
bitter and furious man in the state. 
But he does not show it. The accord 
between the government and the 
agiiatianisis does not have very 
much more to offer than the pack¬ 
age solution Solanki had been 
offering all along. There is just one 
extra point^the del^ation of re- 
spunsibility to a Judicial commis* 
Sion to decide the fate of the pre¬ 
sent ten per cent reservations for 
the SEBC. when thev lapse in the 
year mS., 

However, such are (he political 
exiKvncies that the S7-year-old 


politician Mr Solanki said. ''It is a 
mailer of happiness that the agita¬ 
tion has been withdrawn as a result 
of the accord It is to be hoped that 
normalcy would be established in 
Gujarat as soon as possible and the 
state will resume its march on the 
peih of progress." 

Ex*er since his ouster on 6 July. 
Solanki has been living quietly in a 
privately hired bungalow in the 
state capital. Gsmdhinagar He has 
not attended the state Assembly 
and spends much of his time reach¬ 
ing his vast collection of books, 
meeting people and ‘'listening to 
the birds early In the morning." 


chief secretary, was shifted as chair¬ 
man of the Gujarat Electricity Board 
in Baroda and some of his lieutenants 
were reshuffled. The ten members of 
(he new Chaudhary cabinet also rep¬ 
resented a change from the past 
because these included at least three 
persons^^Babubhai Sopariwala. 
Amarsinh Vaghela and Rushila 
Sheth—who are closer to the dissi¬ 
dent group. The high command is 


thinking of replacing Mahant Vi- 
jaydasji as president of the OPCCilK 
The Mahanr is a minister in the 
Chaudhars' cabinet. Within a week of 
Rebelro's arrival, the army which has 
been stationed in Ahmedabad since 
16 April was withdrawn. It x^as one of 
the longest stays by the troops in a 
civilian area in recent times. It was a 
matter of concern because not onlv 
did It affect the j a wans, but the 
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overall efficacy of ihv of che 
army in »uch siiuaiiDii^ rapidly dv 
dined. 

There was no love lost between che 
police and che army The former 
believed the presence of the latter to 
be a reminder of theii inability to 
cope with the situation. The lack of 
coordination was worrying New De¬ 
lhi ■ lot. However, the withdrawal of 
the troops, a courageous step initi¬ 
aled by the new police chief, was not 
without Its consequences Within less 
than 48 hours of the withdrawal, 
communal violence broke out in the 
walled city areas of Dariyapur and 
Kalupur On 17 July, five persocu 
were killed, next dav twn more died 
and on 19 July six were killed. The 
rioting was purely communal in na 
cure and seemed lo be part of a 
process of settling old scores, which 
had remained unsettled because of 
che heavyhanded presence of the 
army. Countrvmctde bombs roo have 
been used at a number i>f places in 
recent weeks. With the withdrawal of 
che anti-reservation stir, the major 
task before the Eovcrnniem new is to 
defuse the communal crisis, 
Cheudhary ha% procni>ed lo smash 
the supply links of crude bombs, 
Which extend upto Bnmhay. accord¬ 
ing to opposition leaders «ind bring to 
book the mischief misKers 

In the past five month.s, the agita¬ 
tion tsts have had a couple nf rounds 
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of discusssions with the government 
But the contact had grown weak in 
June owing to Sulanki's efforts to 
mobilise the support of his Kshetriya 
clansmen. Later, the siir changed 
into a ton of ^lanki harao cam¬ 
paign, with politicians in the opposi¬ 
tion joining in the fray Their sudden 
success in removing SoJanki was 
numbir^ for a while 
The major point of the six-poini 
accord^ihe 18 pei cent hike in the 
quote for the $EBC—will never be 
implemented in its originel form un¬ 
til a national consensus is arrived at. 
The present ten per cent reserva¬ 
tions due to end in Mirch 1988 will 
be reviewed by a judiciel commission 
consi.siing of a sitting Ju^e of the 
High Court who will heed it. and two 
oil^r retired judges. Its repon will 
be available latest by December 
1987. A comprehensive judicial 
probe heeded by e sitting Hi^ Court 


Opposing the Accord 


T hv du}haid< :ii<ui^ rhu «intt- 

I cicrvai 1 »Ti I Sis .»s ,iNv the 
staunch priuaKuui us of thv i«'s«»iiii 
tions were sotviv disapfK>inU'il nuii 
the accord. Ilnvi iiiJriivirdcni 
legislators who li.id rchvllod when 
thev weic Jvum J OmEis*'>Ml> tick¬ 
ets, and giu vl>.>i.tt'tl, MUiimvil up the 
resenmeni arnoni: the* «uhtj back 
ward cla&^es iieatlv The 
meni h«id '*hettayud the (rust rr- 
pnseil ui It by the ihnMUnultkn' 
AccordinK to the Ml Karam>ln 
Makwana. LiUdhar V^igjiela and 
Shankerji Thakoi**. “the .uvi»id 
means that the Omiiiessili govrrii- 
menl which hud >l‘n t'lvstcil ihe 
massive votes tU thr bai kwai d vUs 
se$ had now opted to suU* wiih ibe 
upper castes SienificaiuK eioui^b. 
the cabinet sub iiiniruiut^ which 
worked out the agreemtui. did not 
have a single member Horn the 
othei backward gruupM. known in 
Gujarat as Bakshi Commusion 
Claues." 

Several lire brand youth liNiders 
who were the lending lights of the 


Akhil Gujarat Navraebna Samiti. 
on the r>ther hand, accused those 
leaders who had put their signature 
on the accord on behalf oi the 
uuiialors with '‘msviaadmg and 
chv<irtng the people.* Shaiikerbliaj 
Futel and Vivek Patel had commit- 
ted 4 breach of faith. These dissi- 
Jciii youth leaders, including four 
of the six young men detained in 
March by the government for 
actively participating in the stir, 
called upon the students and the 
people to continue the agiteilon till 
the government announced a com¬ 
plete abolition of the proposed 18 
per cent hike in reservation for the 
8k.BC- and pledged nor to continue 
the present ten per cent quota fot 
the^ groups beyond 1986. 

The splinter group has also angri¬ 
ly raised the question of funds, 
anti reservation organisations, they 
claimed, had an enrollment of i.25 
lakh members and had received 
funds from various sources, but « 
full acccuni el their mooey baa not 
Wen given 


judge mimiiiatcii by the Chief Jun* 
iit’c ol India will ItNik into the vio- 
U'liie of lilt- past five months. The 
govvinmoMi ogicid to help the 
pioW. m.iki- ii« findings public and 
i.ikv sieps on the lecommeiidHtiims 
in due course The probe will give its 
vepoii in Nix months' nme. There are 
othei minor points ilui icn\ain unre¬ 
solved. like the release uf the 
arrested workers except ihone 
chaiged with seunu» ulTences whose 
cases would be reviewed. In lotiii ity, 
the accord was only slightly different 
from the Solaiiki packages. The dit- 
fereiue. however, was vital. Accuid* 
ing to pobiical observers, the pulieV 
in regard to the present resarvatiuns 
foi tkie SEBC is to be reviewed after 
1988 The government has decided to 
etiirusi the task of reviewing It to a 
judicial commission. This Is very 
much a job of the elected govern¬ 
ment of the people. It also meant 
setting • had precedent because it 
was being implied that an elected 
government could be partisan but a 
judicial commission was above 
board. Attractive as it may seem, 
observers believe that this notion 
cuts at the root of an elected govern¬ 
ment. 

D espite this, the disgruntled ele¬ 
ments in the anti-reservationisi 
camp thought they really had not 
gamed much. Thetr main demand 
was for a total abolition of the 18 per 
cent hike’ end what has been 
achieved is a postponement till e 
national consensus is evolved This 
could have been achieved as early as 
IS March. This would have saved the 
lives of most of the 215 who died in 
the violence over the last five 
months. ’These elements, headed by 
student leaders like Bhaskar Bhait, 
announced an Ahmedebid bandh on 
22 July and a meeting of anti- 
reservation leaders from all over 
Gujarat on the following day to chalk 
out further programmes. They said 
the agitation would continue and 
called upon the people and students 
to go ahead with their boycott of 
classes and examinations. Some sup¬ 
porters of Solanki such as Mahendra- 
sinh Chauhan, an MLA, were also not 
happy with the accord and met 
Chaudhaiy to urge him to keep che 
reservations intact. Although It is too 
early to say what will happen, this 
could lead to a new* realignment in 
the Gujarat Congressd; with the 
Solanki men drifting farther away 
from Cheudhary. The dissident 
faction led by Jinabhai Darji had 
remained silent un iHe accord at the 
Time of going to press. Darji hed last 
month set up a Gujarat Animat 
Samarthan Samiti to protect the re¬ 
servation policy. 





Hii' C.’4Jn>in’ss(l| ifs support to flic G.M.Sliciii ministry, an affempt 

uns inuctr on llio lilo of l^i* Furooq A6(lulloh. SANKARSHAN THAKUR 
jc'porfs on (lie* ^roiving instability in /omniu and Kashmir. 



.4r»vT> O.iv—lA July— 
.lUim lumuh tuihe 

K.i^ihmir V.UU^y. Ii is a dtfy 
ot piOirjcal rabble* 
K.illie> are held, declara 
id.kU' uiiil rrt‘Nh a|otaiU>n$ Uun* 
ibed People come out (his day and 
M) do Mien leaders, in all their hues. 
UeMiift! tbtfir muscles. And. if the 
pulihcal climaie in Kashmir is uncer* 
lain. lA July is (he day to watch uut 
tor. .luinnalistH in Srinagar usually 
go 10 bed on (he eve of Martyrs Day. 
ex pec (nig a hard day's work ahead. 
This vritr. however, they were not 
even spared the calm of the eve. Late 
at night an 12 July, (hey were literal* 
Iv pulled out of their t^ds and sum* 
moned (u a hurriedly called press 
conference by the former chief 
minister and National Conference 
(Fi chief. Dr Farooq Abdullah. If 


.wune of (hem still felt » bit groggy by 
the time (hey reached his huus<*. they 
were shaken fully awake by what Dr 
Abdullah had to tell (hem. 

An attempt had been made on his 
life, he said. About eight people 
armed with axes and hthis had stop* 
ped his vehicle and assaulted him. 
The attack, according to him. had 
taken place on a jungle*road near 
Tangmarg. about SO kilometres away 
from Srinagar while he was toming 
back from the shrine of Baba Rishi, 
accompanied by two security guards, 
hia private secretary G.M. Rather 
and Abdus Salaam, an office bearer 
of the All Jammu and Kashmir Mas 
lim Auqaf Trust. **1 would have been 
killed ln( for the fact that my secur¬ 
ity officer h^n firing and an army- 
man, travelling the same way. came 
to my rescue.** Farooq Abdullah 


announced, und, in the same breath, 
placed the blame fur the attack <m 
(he Jammu and Kashmir minister for 
law, (fhulem Hassan Mir. **He was 
silling all the time in the Tangmarg 
dak bungalow, planning this con¬ 
spiracy to remove me physically from 
(hi* scene.” 

The next day, when bombs ex¬ 
ploded at a Martyrs Day rally being 
addressed by Farooq Abdullah and 
his allies, his allegations were only 
strengthened. A fr« ih tirade against 
the Shah government ensued. Rut 
chief minister Ghulam Mohammed 
Shah, quite unexpectedly announced 
a high-powered probe into the Tang- 
marg incident headed by Madan 
Mohan Khajuria, the director gener* 
al of the Jammu and Kashmir police. 
While the announcement of the en¬ 
quiry scotched all rumours of the 



•i aWAf A-r- ' 








4 



attack being a “gimmick” by Farooq 
Abdullah, initial inveseiga(ion$ indi* 
catad that Ghulam Ha»an Mir could 
not totally evade responsibUity for 
the incident. The jeep (DLK S477> in 
which the alleged aHailanis were 
travelling was found to belong to one 
of Chulam Hassan Mir's men In the 
area. 

Within a couple of days four per* 
sons, including the driver of the jeep, 
had been taken into cu^^tody. Their 
interrogation revealed that an 
assault on Farooq Abdullah had, in 
fact, been made. The Farooq Abdul, 
lah group has expressed doubts ab> 
our the fairness of the enquiry but 
Khajurii, a man known for his in* 
tegHty. assured: “We will carry uut 
investigations to the end end there 
will be no political colour to the 
findings as long as I am here." 

However. Khajuria felt that Farooq 
Abdullah's case had been blown a bit 
out of proportion. The general feel* 
ing is that some of Abdullah's allege* 
(ions, including his cleim that elec* 
tricity m the area had been cut off, 
ware exaggerated There is no elec* 
trreity on jungle roads, ene police 
officer pointed out. Ghulam Hassan 
Mir came to his defence saying that 
there was no conspiracy to kiJI Dr 
Farooq AbduIJah because the assault 
on Kim was pare of a tussle for the 
control of the Auqaf funds at Baba 
Rishi. 

The shrine of Baba Payam*ud*l)in 
Sahib Rishi, a few kilometres away 
from Tacigmarg, is one of the most 
famous in Jammu and Kashmir, 
second only to the pious Hazratbal in 
Srinagar. It receives huge amounts of 
money every year through donations 
and this fund is traditionally control* 
led by the All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Auqaf Trust of which Farooq 
Abdullah is presently the chairman. 
However, Mir aUeges that at the 
local level, there was resentment 
about the way the Baba Rishi fi*nds 
were being used by the Central Au* 
Trust. According to him, the 
locals wanted more money to be 
spent on Baba Risbi instead of it 
being taken away to the central Au* 
qaf. So Mir, on his own admission, 
took out Rs two lakhs from the 
lockers of Baba Rishi and deposited 
it in a local account. What is more. 
Mir*s men forced the Auqaf mana¬ 
gers out of office at Bobo Rishi ond 
replaced them with their own men. 
Farooq Abdullah says that when the 
people of Tangmarg came lo him and 
protested about these developments : 
at Baba Rishi he and some Auqa' 
officials want to the shrine on 12 July 
10 take stock of the situation. 

It was while he wes returning from 
Beba Rishi after having counted and 
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taken possession of the funds there 
that Fariioq Abdullah was attacked. 
Mir has maintained (see interview) 
that it was the local people's anger 
which culminated in the assault. But 
he has not been able to convince 
anyone about his innocence io the 
affair. He has no satisfactory ex* 
pianation. for exaoiple, for his pre¬ 
sence in the area at the time of the 
incident. According to Raj Bhawan 
sources, even when Governor Jagno- 
han asked him this question. Mr Mir 
was not able to furnish reasons. And 
Mir's argummiT that tempers ran 
high because Farooq Abdullah had 
gone there “like a dacuii" do not 
seem ro hold ground, for Farooq 
AMullah is the chairman of the 
Auqaf Trust and is well within his 
rights to check the accounts. As a 
senior official in the stale remaHted. 
“Even if Farooq Abdullah bad taken 
away the money, there was no reason 
to obstruct his way and asM*ilt him. 
At the most, peo^ who were sup* 
poscdly angry could have gone ro Um 


police station ^riO reported rhe mai 
ter. Moreover, they would not haic* i 
had much of a case 

The events ihat occurred on the 
Baba Rishi-Tangmu'u Road on 12 
July suggest more of a planned bid lo 
Catise injury to the former CM i lien a 
spontaneous uuihursi of anger. 
Farooq Abdullah'^ ochre four wheul 
drive was first obstructed by tilt 
vehicle that earned hi> assailants. 
When he bypassed them, they chafed 
him for about 500 yards and then hit 
him on the left. As.suon as Abdullah's 
vehicle stopped ihey sprang out, 
ready to attack and hao ji not bven 
for his persona; security officer 
iFSO), AMul R:ishid B.iba and M^jor 
Gambhir, the army ofiicer who hai> 
pened to be there, and came to his 
rescue, the story would have been 
different 

But even as investigarions con¬ 
tinued, the controversy was pushed 
into the background as politics in the 
state suddenly changed gear, In at\ 
unexpected move, late on 17 July the 
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principal topic of diacu^ion of the 


high command sum- 
mune'J aJI its lagjslaiors and senior 
paity leaders to New Delhi for a 
review of the political situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir Such was the 
urgenev that the first lot of Congres- 
si^i leader^ who left Srinagar by the 
first (light tu the capita) on IS July 
were accommodated by displacing 
several passengers with confirmed 
tickets. The scene had shifted to New 
Delhi 

P rime Minister Pajiv Gandhi's 
scheduled meeting with the Jam¬ 
mu und Kashmir CongievsCli leaders 
WHS delayed but when he did begin 
his session wnh them on the evening 
of Julvi It lasted more than two- 
and a-half hours. He met them, some¬ 
times in small groups, sometimes 
individually. Among them were the 
Jammu and Kashmir PCCfl] presi¬ 
dent, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed. the 
leader of the Congressfl; Legislature 
Party in the state, Maulana Iftiqar 
Hussain Ansari, the Speaker of the 
state Assembly, Mangat Ram and 
other imptiriant leaders like Chulam 
Hasool Kar In all, nearly 40 Jammu 
and Kashmir Congress'!) leaders 
held discussions with the Prime 
Mmister. But a prominent absentee 
was Tnhx:han Dutl, a Congressfli 
MLA frum the Jammu region who 
has been spearheading the lobby for 
the withdrawal of support to the 0. 
M. Shah government One senior 
Congress'l) leader, explaining Dun's 
absence, said: “There was no need 
for Trik/chan Dutt to come here. His 
views on the subject art well kmiwn 
to ihe high command, he is all for the 
withdrawal of suppori." And the 


Prime Minister and the Jammu and 
Kashmir leaders, even though they 
were evasive about the subject, was 
whether or not to continue support to 
the Shah government. 

There was a flurry of activity in the 
Jammu and Kashmir House in New 
Delhi as the leaders filed in one after 
anoiher, after having met the Prime 
Minister and settled into suite num¬ 
ber three where the PCC(I) chief. 
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, had 
booked himself. The MuOi was eva¬ 
sive. Had his party finally decided to 
withdraw support from the Guishah 
government, already under attack on 
several fronts^ Had ihe pressure lob¬ 
by in the Congre>s<|) succeeded In 
convincing the centre of the risks of 
associating itself with ihe govern- 
nenc in Jammu and Kashmir any 
more? Were talks with Farooq 
Abdullah under way? Or had they 
decided to give the disgruntled Con¬ 
gressmen a sop hy asking Gulshah to 
form a coalition government? Why 
had the centre, nut of the blue, sent 
express summons to Srinagar? Mufn 
Mohammad Sayeed smiled off all 
these questions while Iftiqar Hussain 
Ansari, sitting beside him, kept wink¬ 
ing mischievously. “Why are you 
asking such questions?** he uskod 
"Why dv you talk of withdrawal of 
Support...There has been no cliaoge 
in the party's thinking, neither is any 
move being planned.^ But was it not 
true (hat the CooglFessfl) itself had 
become a harsh critic of the Gulshah 
government and some of its leaders 
had warned that further support was 
only eroding whatever bases the Con- 
gress(l) had in the state? “Yes, yes.*^ 
Mufti comforted, “there has been 


some dissatisfaction among the Con- 
gressd) leaders and the Prime Minis* 
(er has been told about this. You can 
say we are just reviewing the situa¬ 
tion now, but no change." 

The next day, after the Jammu and 
Kashmir laaders had had further 
discussions with Arun Nehru and 
Makhan Lai Fotedar, two important 
advisers of the Prime Minister on 
Jammu and Kashmir, they were still 
not ready to disclose anything furth¬ 
er. The same evening came the "final 
word" of the Congress(I) high com¬ 
mand on the situation in Kashmir. 
General secretary Rajendra Kumari 
Bajpai stated that there was no ques¬ 
tion of withdrawing support from the 
G.M. Shah guvemmeni, neither was 
the Congress{l) thinking in terms of 
joining the Shah ministry. Srerus 
quo. The two-day stay of (he Jammu 
and Kashmir leaders in New Delhi 
and the political cKmate in Srinagar, 
however, indic. :ed otherwise. 
Hinted a senior CongreiKl) leader 
who had come from Srinagar: "It is 
not for nothing that the Prime Minis¬ 
ter called all of us so suddenly and 
spent nearly three hours discussing 
the matter in the midst of his busy 
schedule " 

T alk of withdrawal of support from 
Ihe Gulshah government had. in 
the last few months, become the most 
popular political rumour in Srinagar. 
Since the last parliamentary elec* 
lions it has often been said that the 
Congressdl was preparing to pul) the 
rug from under Ghulam Mohammed 
Shah's feet. The expected change 
never took place, despite the oft- 
repeated recommendations of Gov¬ 
ernor Jagmohan for Imposition of 
Ouvernor's Rule as a first step to¬ 
wards fresh elections in the state. 
Tlie Congress(I)'s Kashmir policy has 
been bogged down with indecision 
because of wide-ranging differences 
within (he Kashmir unit of the Con- 
gress(I). One lobby led by top leaders 
(4 the Valley has been advocating a 
collaboration with the Shah ministry 
while the other one, comprising 
mostly leaders from the Jammu re¬ 
gion, wants an independent presence 
of rbe Congressdl in the state Legisl¬ 
ature. The centre has consistently 
ruled out joining the ministry for it 
thinks (bat would be too much of a 
risk. It would not mind having a 
share of ihe spoils, but ft Is not 
willing to cake any responsibility. 
And as things stand today. Congres- 
a(]) leaders both in the state and at 
the centre are beginning to feel that 
even supporting the Shah govern¬ 
ment now would main inviting trou¬ 
ble in the future. 

At the Aharbal conference of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Cojigreas<l) in 
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'There is a Lot of Resentment Against 
Farooq’s Men at the Local Level’ 


Ghufam Hassun Mir, /nnimu onrl K(fshn»ir law mini.sh.T, (aid Sr.xaAV 


9 9 Wh»t were you doityg m 7Mng> 
the day the attack un 
tartMMi AbduHoh tttvk piece? 

A; It nty constitutricy and i wa^ 
addras»int( mvatin^v in the interif>r. 
in Watalpora and Gislbandanpora 
villages. 

Q: But you were in the T^n^'merK 
dak bungalow when the attack tw>k 
piece... 

A; Yes, yes. I had gone there r'er a 
cup of tea. 

Q'Were your men involved in the 
assault? 

Ai Look, there are two things 
about this that 1 have already made 
clear. First, jt was a matter of the 
auqaf trust. The people of the local 
auqaf trust at Baba Rishi were 
dUsariifiad about the way the 
funds were being used. Most of it 
was being taken to the central au* 

3 af. The locals had protested. Some 
ays before the incident there had 
been an agreement between the 
central and the local auqaf that 90 
par cent of the ftmds would remain 
at Baba Rishi and only ten pet cent 
would go to the central auqaf. Even 
Porooq Abdullah’s men had agrot il 


to u. Harlier. Purooq Ahdullah and 
his men had been running B«ha 
Rishi like iheir personal fief hut 
after \h'<s agrei«ment, 1 was made 
the chairman of the local auqaf and 
Fartaai Abdullah could do nothing. 
After I came in t ontrrd. 1 took slern 
measures.. 

Q: You took out R*. two lakhs 
from the auya/ and tubmtVed tt 
into yfwr aixount... 

A: Yes. hut nni in my account. In 
an account of the auqaf which is in 
my name* 

What huppem-d after that^ 

A:Aftei' the agreement. Farooq's 
men had some crauplaints.. they 
wanted more representation in the 
local committee. They also went ro 
the chief minister but he said he 
would not interfere in the matter 
But Farooq's men actually had no 
case because there is a lot of resent¬ 
ment against them at the local 
level. Affegai/ons ka ambar laga 
tha unke khilaflThere was a load of 
allegations against ihemi. So when 
Paruoq Abdullah went there like a 
dacoit and begari counting the 
money, the pc^opke weie naturally 


very angry. Bui J had no part in ih<* 
attack IIn him. 

Q: So you agree rherv w;i\ an 
attavk... 

A: Some local people miqhr hnvo 
goi very angry and (lone that I did 
not know because I was not even 
aware uf Faorfiq'v presence in 
Tangmarg (hat day. 

Q: But why wtiuld ynur chief 
mtnistar ettndamn the iMracfr and 
order an enquiry if this were not a 
serious maner? 

A. Because hu did not kmiw the 
truth (hen. Ha reacted only to pi ess 
reports which were eaeggeratetl. So 
was the case with the party presi< 
dent, Khaiida Shah. 

Q: You are an MLA from Tang¬ 
marg where the assault rook place, 
You were also there when the inci¬ 
dent took place. Furthermore, t.s 
you said, tempers among yuut peo¬ 
ple were running h:gh. ^'a.s u not 
your duty to set to it that mtihing 
untoward took place? >’ou did nor 
even react after the inadeni 

A: As I said. 1 did not know 
Farooq Abdullah was co/rong there. 
Whai can you do if people decide to 
beat up somebody? 


June, most leaders had spuken open¬ 
ly of the haaards of suppunmg Cul* 
ihah Speakers at the conference 
blasted the government’s perform¬ 
ance during the lasr year and said in 


nu uncertain terms that if the Con- 
gressfli wanted ti> build any credibil- 
irv in I he staic ir should run have 
anvlhmi: to do with the Ghulam 
Mohammed Shah guvcrnmunl—a 


performance that would have come 
as an embarrassment to the AfCQli 
general secret a rv. Raivndrs Kumari 
Bajpai and rho union health minister. 
Mohsina Kidwai. both of whom had 


In his heyday: Former CM Farooq Abdallah intrudodna his la« mimiftr PX. Handm lo Governur Jaciruthan 
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gone to Aharbal as central observer. 
Even though it was said after the 
conference that it was in the interest 
of the nation and party to cootinue 
support to the Shah government, the 
reports of the centra] observers to 
the high command seem to have set 
New Delhi thinking about Us posture 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The* Shah government’s perfonn> 
once, by any scale of measurement, 
has not been encouraging. The 
reason given for the change-^r the 
topplmg-^n 2 July last year was 
that (he Faruoq Abdullah govern* 
ment had failed to deliver the goods, 
(rulshah was brought in and was 
•iccurdvd the aura of a great adminis* 
traior who would treat all ills In a 
nutter of months and set Jammu and 
Kushmir on the path erf progress. 
Whui hsH happened during the last 
year is exactly the opposite. The law 
and txdvr situatiun has deteriorated, 
ilu' unri India, pro Pakistan elements 
MMtiiiiue to operate as freely as ever, 
the Adminiitration has bMn lack* 
M and corruption has become 
mot¥ »ainpant~’’S<andal Shah'* is 
how people have begun to call C.M. 
Sluh today. 

I n (op it all, Shah’s is an unpopular 
;s>vernment, every member oif which 
>■. ,1 defector. Under the uncertainty 
and {xditicsl ineffectiveness of Ms 
rcgimo, the forces of instability in 
ihe Valley have prospered. And what 
1.1 niure. New Delhi's support to the 
ilM. Shah government has provided 
fodder lo those who make the most of 
<uch situations. People like Abdul 
Ghani Lone of the People’s Confer¬ 
ence, a man who commands little 
political support but n capable of 
mischief, is according to political 
observers, the man to watch now. 
Given the opportunity, he could 
.spring a few surprises. 

Oi> several occasions, Farooq 
Abdullah and Muulvi Mirwaix 
Karuoit have had to prevent him from 
')iaki(ig provocative remarks, while 
ipoaking on the same platform. And 
ootablv, while both Farooq Abdullah 
and Mirwaiz have become red rags 
f'lr the Jamaai-i.lsiami, Lone con* 
imues to be their hero. Recently, 
iui ing the Koran agitation, they car* 
'ied him on their shoulders while 
iomonsirating in Srinagar's Lai 
rhewk. It is Lone who is making the 
TKiSk of the existing situation in 
tvdshinic, telling the people chac New 
Delhi wants to keep the people '*en* 
ilaved" by perpetuating its own reg* 
me in the state. Inflamoiatory Ian- 
juage comes to Lone quite easily; be 
s prone to suying that the question 
rf Kashmir'v accession to Pakistan is 
>tI 11 open 

In cumparison. Maulvi Mirwaix 
'aroMj IS a mellowed man today. Ris, 


I passptvt was recently impounded by 
the govemmeat but be is now happy 
that it has been reuored to him. 
"They called me anibnaiional. How 
could I be anti national? I have an 
Indian passport.” he said. Uncharac* 
leristically chastened, the Maulvi 
said that he saw a change for the 
better in New Delhi’s mood and that 
be was not in favour of launching any 
agitatioo that could degenerate into 
violence: **What is the hurryi 
...sometime or the other, the peoples' 
will has to be accept^.” Mtrwais 
perhaps knows the mind ol his part* 
ner who is mora powerful. Farooq 
Abdullah. 

The former chief minister who. at 
one rime, was radically ejmsed to 
New Delhi, now says he would be the 
last man to adopt an uncooperative 
attitude towards the centre. He is 
'‘hopeful” that the centre’s point of 
view regarding Jaremu and Kashmir 
will "soon change.” Of late, there has 
also been talk that he had tried to 
meet the Prime Minister. Even 
though the meeting has not yet 
materialised, they have suned com* 
municating with each other. 

It is not without reason that Gul* 
shah has suddenly begun talking of a 
rapprochement with Begum Akbar 
Jehan Abdullah, Farooq's mother, 
who IS known as ‘madre meharhan' 
in the Valley. These ere signs of 
nervousness end there have been 
moves for a patch-up within the fami* 
ly. Gulsheh’s wife Khehda has had 
some meetings with her sister 
Suraiya who is on the other side of 
the fence and Tariq Abdullah has 
also been approached to arrange 
talks between Shah and the Begum. 
But it is Farooq Abdullah who is 
standing in the way of a family 
reunion. According to sources in the 
National Conference (F), he has b^n 
advised not to have any truck with 
Culshah in order to come to power, 
as that would affect his credibility in 
the Valley. Others suggest that Gul- 
shah has his own way ^ doing things. 

Both Governor Jagmohan and 
Farooq Abdullah have been recom* 
mending Governor's Rule in the state 
but (be suggestion, it seems, is uo* 
l»lBtable to the emtre. At the same 
time the Congressfl) camp is not in 
favour of supporting the Shah gov¬ 
ernment. If Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed is to be believed, the Coo* 
gress(I) In Jammu and Kashmir could 
not be in a happier posiiioa. Both 
Shah and Farooq Abdullah are seek¬ 
ing iu support. But where does the 
Congresifl) go from such a ”found 
position?” That mi^t be a question 
for tune to decide. But in the present 
political situation there U an impor¬ 
tant lesson for Kashmiris: New Delhi 
still remains the master of the game. 


it 







Repeawd fWi/uree of his ggftattea. 
for the VaatencAm of diagaei'*lB 


Jammu and Kaahmtr have amomt, 
douBesaAoHtHmaMif^tf^Arqetf., 
AbdiiJ/aJi /or rnnsfifif 
work. PMpde of the acate aa wt/f ag • 
choae fnm Aieai^P hegNtfi hsaapr 
that thm Rctiaflai CokforkMtM . 
(Fonoq) is oor iad ftyaaaantfWiltfB 
of iaadtng a anmahHid aeriMpla. Rnaa 
pofitfeai olUm lUn Abiul Ghaai 
Loao ho¥o oponly apokoD 0 /tb$ ooid 
for "sooQgarpuMic action ”afahiir' 
CM. Sfaah. Dr Ahtfeltoh. ha a^ ^ 
nor providing the chnist that thf 
movemeot oikinst dm Shah govern* 
meof needs. ”CbinAliceot” is tM 
word they use to deaerfhs his aof* 
rude. The aasaulr on Dr AhduDah , 
near TuipBorg on 22 July did brag 
forth some of that fatent 
in him hut than bo did not react tim 
woy assodares and fdUown had 
enpecred him m. FoliticMl oheerviaie 
in the VtZlay fee/ Dr AbduUnh it 
becoming inamiaglyindocitirm. Bo 
says he would figbi hech i/he a rigor 
and rhea goat W>hay. he iounam 
an o^todon and thao ftcedes into 
the hac^roued* In tbert, there it no 
more ‘Juch’ m him. Bat is this ^ . 
cause of hit politicoi inoptitudo and 
mrfeciBon or is it part of the subtio 
eb o np /ty in Jammu and JCaahnirf It 
Dr Ahduiitli bidiag bit Ciao, dolibot^ 
ateiy/yiag Jqwf ishe weeing for New 
DoJhi to make the neat mcfo? Bo 
tpoko to StMDAY ot hm peth Cvpkor 
Kuad bungaiow in Srioogor, & . 
corpa: 


Why wot dmro on ortkct 
m jtm? 

■ Ailtwesacoeaptracy CD 

^{Kflldll me. tt is ao clear., 
IBearpeopM had turn plaooed to 
remove me physically from the 
scene. 

Q: Some people have mane out a 
case ther it was ooooatiMUy a quarref 
over avqaf funds... 

bt That k the fte duty are ttak* 
Ing. Hew can these be a quarrel oa 
auqaf fvads? I am the chaimaa of 
the inmal trust and if there was any 
quarrel irity dM Uaay net mag modi 
Babe tliM ithdO Mky gqdi gh 

in dm raM^a^SS. 

to MOP nk ma fM.o.n uMm fag-; 


tuisM? • ise 
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I Conspiracy to KiH Me” 


Dr Faroog Abdullah told SuNOAt* 


»Iow down but then Abdus Saliun, 
one of (bo auqtf crust offidtit, sskod 
me to drive chroufh because be bed 
fueseed their iaeeACioM were set 
good. We bypaieed them but they 
came after ui tad 50 yards further 
down, hit ue on the left, deacln| ley 
vehicle and breaking Im window- 
pane. Then they came down with 
axes and stteka. Luckily, my perional 
aecuriry officer began firing and 
chare wat chla army officer wu was 
behind ua. Ha really saved ua. Other* 
wist I would have been no more. It 
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was ail well planned, they bed even 

C off tlu^electrictty in the arae—in 
gmarg «• well aa in Babe lUahi. 
Row did the lights go eff ei the same 
time? 

Q: Wbmr i$ tb$ beiis ibr your 
eUagerioe ther the iawafaimr, Cbu* 
lamHevanAfir. was bmhimiS ttU$ cea* 
piracy.* 

A: They were ail his men and Mir 
was matrerodiKUng the entire opera* 
tioa titeing in the dak bungalow in 
Tangmarg. What was be doing there 
alciiag so late In the evemng? Dees 
be have an eaplenetlon? In fact my 
younger brotW had waned me, 
several days before the ioddent took 

t iace. about a conspiracy being 
itched but I paid no heed le it. tdld 
not think tb^ would scoop » low. 

0* The srece governmenr her 
ordered an engidiy Inre the affair. 
Art you with Che trey it it 

goiog? 

A: Afrer so many days they have 
been able to cash oc^ four men 
even thou^ they have the namea of 
dl persons concerned. Why ere they 
not able to trace the real pe^^ 
behind the con spira cy? 

Qt Switching suh/ecta Or Abdu/* 
iah, the pnUticnJ rirusrioa in (he 
state it rather fVui^ xsnf k? 

A: You have seen the performance 
d the Shah government. Hie raging 
cormptioB. the alack edmimatratioa, 
the deteriorating law end order 
situation. How has the situation im* 
proved? Shah has not beeo able to 
come to gripe with the timation at 
alL 

Q: There is rail ofn chna^ in (be 
air... 

A; Well, I fat^ the centre is doing 
some rethinking on the subject. Tbe 
Cengrees(l) bas caDed ab its state 
leaders to New Delhi, where they 
might be reassesaing tbe muattoi. 
The dale has come when tl^ should 
4o sttM rethinking on their rapport 
to such a goverameac. But sdase staia 
leeders of the CoRgreasiD want to 
continue Ae alliance for their own 
petty intereata. for amall thingi that 
(bey stand M vio from their iu^ort 
to Shalv 

Q: B tktrt it a ebagga. whm kind 
of cbeege do you fareeet.* 

A: Well we have ImamMid Cev- 


ernoris Rule in the state for some 
time to be followed by Assembly 
elections. I think thet would be the 
best way to change things in Kashmir 
for the better, Hie Governor has also 
been recommeDding the same thing 
for quite sometime sow. 

If: Why is New Deih/ not ttking 
any action eben? 

A; One never quite knows. There 
•re differences vhebin the Congres* 
till itself 00 (he issue. But now 
certainly, tha political climete has 
changed Hie CoogreetiD. too. has 
realised that the Shah government 
has not delivered the goods. 

Q: Yet too Aave cnanged .lour 
stance su/reb/y of fete. ItTien .ivu 
ware chief minitttr you Here not 
raae^ to have tnything re do H xth the 
centre. Now you ley you went 
iritBdthip meh them... 

A: I am the last man who would 
went confronution with the centre. I 
never said that. 1 wilt as always, 
cooperate with the centre. 

J fr Bur people say that hevp 
fberar^ irtpt your tgitttian on e 
iew key because you went to ten- 
rktet tht centre... 

A: No, we art going to Intensify our 
struggle for the rtsioradoB of demo* 
oacy but let me tell you that I will 
not allow any agitation to be violent. 
It is easy for people like Chani Lone 
to say thit the scruggle should have 
more thrust but I don't want to 
repeat a Punjab hare, where you do 
something and then it goes complete* 
ly out of hand. 1 doni want to lose 
hold on the rains. 

Q: But do you tbjak e rapproebe* 
meet with rbe Conaraesd; or the 
centre is oa tbe wny? would you go in 
for ft? 

A: Thet is yet to be seen. A lot will 
depend on centre too. but f hope 
there it a change in ibeir attitude 
because Kashmir Is a very sentitive 
state. 

Q: And this calk of an tgrttmtnt 
botwten QJd^ Sbab end you; Is it 
(me? 

A: No. 

Q: Jar (here bat*e been >'ome 
meres raceittiy iu tbit dxreccivn... 

A: Yas, tiiey have been try ing for a 
settlement but X am not interested. 
This is not a lanlly baiile. (his is a 
straggle for the rtstm^ation of demo* 
cracy in jaacDu and Kashmir I am 
Mt ht favour of any such agreement 
*riib Gulahah er bis men. * 
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Hunger in Jhabua 


A picture report fay Sondeep Shankar on the 
devastating drought in this predoniinontiy 
tribaJ district of Modhyo Prodesh. 


D ruini; Uiictuuh rhi.> 

MjNiclc(iii| in (he wtr«rcrn 

Mauhv.i iTatlesh <1istrict of Jhabua, 
It iv jHismbk lo hundreds of 

kil<inicti«*s Mitlu.uf s>'ejnK even a 
hljidc 4,f ciosv. The ve/ v same Area 
otKc iMd sinAll htJmeks which were 

*\ti/i'fj«mjnoiu(v tribal district (85 
|x*r tciii iiiliHiK fhabiiH ludav, i» in 
c he Kr ip r»f d ti «i u iv d r nufihi re'i u 1 1 mg 
m friddci itisis Thousands of cattle- 
head have ^/y^lshed due to starva* 
(inn. 

Thf land has lost most of its top 
soil and yields only one crop o* maize 
Of tr»rn. This is ihe oiitcome of sheer 
Jack of awareness and foresight, Fod 
dci is be mg imported (rum the neigh 
houririg Ciiiarnr districts and soJd ro 
the iiiliaJs at the rate of Rs ISO per 
^Ic fcach hale of fodd#»r lasts for 
>usr .ihniii rhrtre days when four 
animals fctt-tl on ihi>m Thi< i% far coo 
expensive even by city standards 
Naturally, the inhals cannot till their 
land rfnd are beinp forced to sell the 
«eagle stiver lowellery that they 
hnvr, to fee<l the cattle. There have 
Ihh'H iiisidrict's of tribaJv organising 
thcnis*lvev jnd liMjiJng the village 
markets and .ilsu a train carryirut 
ftidtief 























Major illnesses ar>d accidents can stnkeyou Anytime. Anywhere 
Are you protected against costly medrcai expenses ? 


Now,a nominal premium with 
New India Assurance insures you 
aoainst any such eventualities. 


Tm. 

Nwr Indli Awurtneft $ 

Innevatlv* HotpItallMtlon 

•nd OomleUlary 

HoMllalkMilon 

PdlCY hai b0*n tallot * mada 

to tun your particulor rtoodi. 

Pfovidinu y»>u artO your 
lamdy wilt) fin;»r< lai 
atsitiance 

AQainsi a wkIo rango ol 
serout aiiiTiurMs such as 
heartattaci<5. kdney 

iranspltnt^. viral encatihaiihs 

coronmv by pass Surpctry 
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PHOTOFEATURE 



Th9 Prime MiniJfer’i vi$it to 
district raisod high hopes among the 
tribal* who sew an overnight ^ 
velopment in the form of electricity 
connections to their villaies and fod* 


d^ distribution* on the e%*e of the 
PM's visit. The tiibals showed him 
the empty gram storage tanks end 
told him of the dying cattle. It can 
only be hoped that the govemiaent 


will not hesitete to inctiute steps t«> 
alleviate these people's sulfentigs 
when the Prime Minister'* visit ha* 
left them hopeful and within of 
an end to tiwir miseries. • 











T he sLraggU finally andad. 
After banUng for over 220 
hours. Mahua Roychoudhury. 
iha prima donna of the 
Bengali screen, succumbed to the 
^evtre burn injuries she received on 

n 8 rare 


against grinding poverty. Her father, 
who was once a dancer, was almost 
perpeiuaJly unemployed and lived 
separaielv in Dum Dum. Her mother, 
an employee of ihe post and tele* 
graphs department brought her up. 
But Nilanjao. who saw bis three 
children occasionally, was quick to 
notice that her daughter bad talent. 
Realising thai show business was the 
only escape for his daughter from a 
lifeofahjec poverty, he encouraged 

the iracal 


the taleful night of 12 July, I 
di>>pUy of spontaneous emcrion, the 
of Calcutta seemed tii have 
turned up at the Calcutta Hospital 
and Research Centre to pay iheir last 
respects to a wuman whose name had 
become svn<jnymuus with 
commercial Bengali cinema All the 
big names in the industry were there 
as well as common people, crying and 
mourning the death of iheir beluved 
Slur one who had struggled againsi 
the udd< to become Bengal’s leading 
actress But she could not withstand 
the most crucial test of her life. 
Bmhing her countless fans in tears 
and with crores at siake in an 
jiidustrv which had shown signs of 
loobirg up. sh" made an 
uncernnonlous exit on 22 July. 

Mahua Ruychotdhury was 
brought to the Calcutta Hospital with 
'’second and third degree burns ' and 
admitted at around 2 am on 1J July. 

Mahua (she was known as Shipra 
and laier Stmalij was the youngest of 
three children As a child she knew 


SonaJi to I'Urtinpaie 
'‘functions" and often took her round 
the film studios of Tollygunge. intro 
during her to producers. But the 
movie moguls remained unimpra»$> 
ed—an average looking girl who was 
too she to sptsk up was not star 
maieital. ihiw rdi. StmaJi's persever* 
once and her deierminaiion to make 
It til th«‘ tup, linally paid off. l>uring 
fioi* ol her rounds, she met Jemaal. 
the oMkeup man of Suchiira Sen. 
tils »VIgoing queen of the Bengali 
silver screen. And Jamaal introduced 
hei lo Tarun Majumdar, the noted 
film makei who vvas looking for a 
vIvMious, young heroine for his film 
.Vrwowft iVirheiVay. 

Of I he nine uspiranis who came for 
I be svrvi>n ml. Sonali was perhaps 
the mo>i nt^«>us. But she had a 
disiinii wiwn presence—the shy 
gawky teenager coming across as a 


B«ngo/j screens most soiighl-a/ 
succumbed fo severe bums on 22 j 
Rajiv Bagchi ond Srinjo) 


bubbly and attractive young lady. A 
very impressed Tarun Majumdar 
fwhii named her Mahua) signed her 
on immediately. Sreeman Prithvinj, 
released in 1976, was a runaway hit 
and Mahua. as she wiia now called 
was mnundated with offers almost 
nvemighi. But her next release, Je 
Jekhine Danye (*it was one of my 
most tnemorable roles," she said la¬ 
ter) and a few more that followed 
flopped badly. Suddenly, the “rising 
star" wa.$ reduced to a bit player. It 
was the legendary Utram Kumar who 
pulled her out of the rut. Again, her 
performance in Set Chokh, opposite 
Utiam Kumar won applause, but the 
film sank without a trace. 

In 1976, Mahua married TiUk 


^l8hu■ Mnd /slHtra In ■ still frnm tMmf 
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riady, Mahua Roychoudhu/y. 

V a^er u nine-day struggle/or life 
-hotvdhuty investigote. 


Chakraborty, a onatime child artiato 
''lend of Mabua and even signed 
.tim opposite him. But it was a 
lie star. More successful was her 
screen romance with new find Sontv 
Mukherjee and Seshraksha gave 
Mahua a new lease of life. Other 
films followed, hut only the occasion* 
al one like Sabirr? Saryehan and 
l^pasa did well. 

If the late Seventies had been a 
disappointmg time for Mahua. the 
early Eighties were even worse. The 
Bengali film industry was in a sham* 
bias and the few films that were 
being released were running to emp¬ 
ty houses. Mahua hung on. signing 
any film that came her way for it was 
a quest ion of her survival Titan came 


e hit of good fortune. Godfather 
Tarun Majumdar was planning iu 
make a "low budget'* film and he 
chose a number of newcomers includ¬ 
ing Tapes Paul, Debashree Roy and 
Mahua. The film was a bokoffice 
bJockbusier. and ran for c'ver fiO 
weeks in Calcutta.! ieat unpre¬ 
cedented in recent times. With suc¬ 
cess came critical acclaim and 
awards, including the prestigious 
Fiiflt/are award and the Film Critics 
Award. Said Ran Gupta, the produc 
er*dj8tributor of Dadar Kini, who 
still sits in bis office surrounded by 
tbe numerous awards the film has 
won, “It was only due to the inspired 
acting of Mahua that the film cele¬ 
brate its golden jubilee.fapas Paul, 
now a much sought-after siar.was 
equally effusive. “Shewav^very ma¬ 
ture actress...someone who would go 
out of her way to help others." After 
Dadar Kirti, Mahua became a 
celebrity. Then rame Lai Map. 
directed by Jaher Biswas. It was 
another super hit. Now only national 
recognition awaited her. And Tapan 
S inha '% A admi aur Aunt a talev I sion 
film gave her the opportunity 'It 
was one of my most memorebie ex- 
p^iences," said Tspan Smbe "The 

S ri's conceotion oi the character « 
r clearer than mine." he addc 
Mahua along with Shabana Anni and 


Smit.i Patii were the Contenders for 
(he national award toi best actress. 
“The only reason why Mahua lost out 
was because Aadmi aur Aurat was a 
short film, while Pear being a full 
scale featuic film allowed Shubana 
more «c<ipi:.'' said Ta|>an Sinha Just 
when Mahua had reached the peak of 
i her career —she was working In 
rhree ^hifrs since 198.1 to complete 
the 29 films that were on the floors— 
she made her exit, 

T here are a number of conflicting 
versions as lo how disaster struck 
Mahua. According tu the actress' 
father. Nilanjan Roychoudhuiy, 
“Mahua and Tilak had come 
down from director Aiijan 
Choudhury'k flat around midnight. 
Tilak had retired for the night when 
they heard a shriek fiofh the kitchen. 
We rushed there, and found Mahua 
in flames. We somehow succeeded in 
dousing the fire by covering her with 
blinkers but by the.) most cf 
Mahua's body was burnt. Later she 
was rushed to the hospital " But why 
did it take nearly two hours to reach 
the hospital which was just \\ few 
minutes drive from the flat? “We 
were bu«y nursing Mahua witli what 
ever we had." wait Mr 
Roychuudhury's explanation. 
I Moreover, what has struck many. 









I 



Mfthuk in P r td rt p 

incluo.flg the sleuths of the C I D ^s 
(hei tne police was kept in the dirk 
about (he incident Only later that 
night did the offtcer in chargeof the 
Behala police station come to know 
of the incident through local thane 
officials In his report to K. K. Kaliya, 
the superintendent of police, 24 Par 
genes, the OC observed that he 


Bengali Films: Then and Now 

F or the Bengali film industry, Sir rent drawbacks. Even in the early Fifties and Sixties. There are also 

Cyril BadcUffe’s ftab through Sixties, the industry survived mam- fewer salable stem in the industry 

the map rvf Bengal in 1947 was ly because there were directors like today. And while the. number of 

perhaps the unklndest of cuts. At Ajoy K«r, Sushil Matumdar, Suku< directors like Utpalendu Chakra* 

one stroke, the parrtuoa of Bengal mar Oasgupte and Menu Lahiri. varty iChokh) Gautara Ghosh 

into East Pakistan ioow Bang* who could make wholesome enter- {fXikhei and Pair) and Buddhadev 

la^sh) «nd West Bengal depriv^ latoing and technically competent Dasgupta fDooratwe) who have 

the flourishing Bengali film Indus* films. They were not master film* made “art fUnu, there are fewer 

cry of more than half of its market. makers like Mrinal Sen or Sa^ajit Tapan Sinhas (^xdurya Rphaaym) 

It was a big Jolt, which was temper* Bay whose Puther Paocha/x was and Taruo Majumdars (Z>adar Kir* 

arily cushioned because Ease Pakis released in t9S4. Besides Ray never rf) to make conunerclel fUsos with 

tan in the late Forties and early made films for the misses and they finesse, competence and box'offlce 

Fifties had no industry to speak of were never big hits. success. 

und had to depend on films made in By the early Seventies there Equally badly affected are the 

Calcutta. From the Fifties restric. were fewer filmmakers of mediocre studios In the Fifties, there were 

tions began to be Imposed on the rating wbo could tell decent stories 14 studios in Calcutta; there are 

entry of films made is Calcutta and well. There was the occasional only five which are aril I running 

leter, it tapered off to a total ban. CharuUta, Bhuvan Bhotna or Goopi and most of them are in vary poor 

The strongest challenge, howev- Gyrw Bagba Byse, but most films. shape. Many others have ^en 

er, came from Hindi films. They b^ause of their poor quality did clo^ down while some have been 

had begun infiltrating into the tra> badly. converted Into motot garages, 

ditinnal stronghold of the Bengali Tbe coruioual lack of success at bakeries, housing estates and 

film industry—the/Be/us«;7areas of tbe box office and die lack of godowns. An eld studio now houses 

West Bengal. money and gJanour in the induitry the local Doordarshan station. The 

Ewn though shrinking markets bas also led toe drain of talent from recenttreodof shooting on location 

and the onslaught from Bombay Bengal. There is no successor to the and in residences has made matters 

have plavad a part in the decline in Uiiam Kumar Suchitra Sea com* worse. 

the induMryN fununts, the major bi;wrioa edtkh held audiences in With the drastic decline in the 
fat uir remains (he industry's inhe* Bengal gpcilbound la the Use* numlMr of films, moit of the filn 


started investigations without any some friends that he made a brief 
complaint being lodged. Tbe OC appearance in Mahua’s cabin on July 
added that he had been told by 14. Mahua’s father and brother too 
Mahua's family members chat the were avoiding people, journalists in 
incident occurred when a stove particular, like the plague. A defenee 
burst. But the OC. after inspecting lawyer sat in their Hat throughout 
the fist and the kitchen, found no tbe day and whoever wanted news 
sign of splinters i^ich are found was directed to him. The fortunate 
when a stove has burst. Moreover. Mr few who succeeded in coercing Tilak 
Kahya gathered from the hospital or his father-in-law to speak were fed 
reports that Mahua*s back was the with (be stove burst theory, 
most severely burnt and that her face Tlie ClD officials too complained 
remained unharmed. In addition, tbe of a “total lack of cooperation from 
doctors admitted that when Mabua the family members of Mahua.” The 
was brought to the hospital she was police officials too refused to divulge 
smelling very strongly of kerosene, anything “as this was an extremely 
“It was as if she had been bethed in sensitive issue.” They seised the 
oil." Suspicions were raised as to bank accounts of Mahua and began 
whether the actress had attempted <iuestioning the people who carried 
suicide. The police even did not rtil<* out financial transactions on behalf 
out the possibility of hmicide. On 14 of Mahua. The CIO initially sus* 
July, 72 hours after the incident. Mr pected that at the root of the prob* 
Kaliya advised the director general lem may be money. And they had 
of police to hand over investigations reasons to believe rhat. Titak was an 
to the Criminal Investigation Depart* ordinary bank eminoyea while Nllan* 
ment jan Roychoudhury was without a job 

liie family members of Mahua are all through his life, 
extremely tight lipped about the in- At the Calcutta Hospital the CID 
cident. Tilak Chakraboriy's be* sleuths kept a strict watch on all the 
haviour all through was baffling to people who came to meet Mahua. 
many, including the police. On the They were sure that the actress 
plea that he was injured in trying to would come out with something start* 
save his wife, he shui himself up in ling and so they pressed the doctors 
the house when thousands of people for permission to interrogate Mahua. 
were gathering at the hospital pre But her condition being “critical," 
mises It was only ai the insistence of (he doctors did not ubJige (he police 
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INVESTIGATION 



till 17 July. On Id July the CID was 
allowed CO record her stacemeni. In 
her scatemenc. recorded in che pre< 
aence oi two witnesses, Mahua said 
that ‘*she was injured when the stove 
on which she was cooking, burst." 
The CH) dropped the case but the 
report to the director general of 
police, by Kama I Majumdar. 

DIG CID, raises doubts on a 
number of counts; 
e Initial reports rule out a stove 
burse since in that case splinters 
would have been found scattered; 

• The incident may not have taken 
place in the kitchen ar all since 
initial investigations suggested that 
things were in order in the kitchen 
whereas che bedroom was full of 
burnt cloches. Nilanjan 
Roychoudhury*s explanation is that 
ha had dragged his daughter from 
the kitchen to the bedroom But In 
that case the door curtains dividing 
the bedroom and the kitchen would 
have been at lease partially burnt; 
e Why did it take almost two hours to 
rush Mahua to the hospital? 

• The doctors reported that Mahua*s 
back was severely affected by the 
fire whereas in the case of stove 
burst, her front, especially her face 
should have been severely burnt; 
•When Mahua wh^ brou^c ro che 
hospital she was smelling very 
strongly of kerosene; 


stars, including che leading acton 
artd ectreases are left with very 
little work. Most of them including 
Apama Sen {3f Chowrxnghee Lane) 
and Soumiva Chatierjee, who has 
acted in many of Satyajit Ray’s 
films as well as the younger crop of 
artlsres have been regularly per¬ 
forming on the stage. 

But there are signs chat the indus¬ 
try has made a minw recovery. 
With the success of Sh^tru 
(directed by Anjan Chowdhury; 
and LtJ Golap. che studio floors are 
no longer deserted. Both Tapes 
Paul and Moon Moon Sen, two of 
the busiest stars in Tollygunge, 
agree that the industry is in better 
shape than it was sometime bade. 
Said Mood Moon Sen, "The indus* 
try was in very bad ^upe a few 
years ago, bui things are picking Kip 
becauae of lome recent super-hits 
and more producers have been 
Approaching oa.*' Tapai Paul 
agreaa: "The aituarion cwnpared to 
the dme 1 joined has improved,* he 
said. But whether the industry 
starved of finances and laJenr. will 
surriva the crlaia and perhaps even 
mnuss to be seen. 




In view of these doubts, though the 
CID has closed the case, "they are 
willing to open it if anyone comes 
forward with a complaint." 

Most of ibe people this conespon- 
dent spoke lo felt that Mahua’s de- 
position before the police was more 
of a public statement meant to avoid 
embarrassmeni than the truth. There 
ts a section which believes that 
Mahua could never have come out 
with the real story as the was under 
pressure. Most of her financial trans 
actions were carried out on Mahua's 
behalf by her father Nilanian 
Roychoudhury and her husband 
Tilak Chakraborty. It is said that 





most of her money whs invested ur 
kept in various banks in her father^ 
and husband's name. Rver since 
Mahua was admitted to hospitol, the 
police have kept a srrict vigilance, 
scanning every visitor who enme to 
see her so that Mahua wa^ not fenced 
to change her nund. 

What really drove Mahua i<> her 
death? According to her luisband, 
she had recently been very depress- 
ed because her shoming vchtsJules in 
Bangladesh were held jp becau«>e he 
bad not got her visa. '*1 am Mahua 
Roychoudhury and the BangUidesh 
government nas not given me a 
visa?" she is alleged to have told her 
husband. But would a fuD-luvitig, 
friendly woman whose life had been 
an endless struggle agains' failure, 
poverty and despair have been so 
despundent about the delay in get¬ 
ting a visa as to attempt suicide? 
Would an ambitious actress, en¬ 
joying a successful career, shaped by 
sheer hard work throw it all awa> In 
a fit of pique? 

That Mahua had something on her 
mind recently, is fairly clear. Said an 
insider, "Something was troubling 
her. She was drinking a lot and even 
during her outdoor shootings, she 
never joined her colleagues for din¬ 
ner (a normal practice) but preferred 
lo Ivck beiseU up in hec louni and 
drink." Whai made her tell che cri¬ 
minal investigation department on 
her death bed that her bums were 
due to a stove burst even when it was 
obvious that they were not? Who 
was Mohua trying to protect? Was 
the death of this talented performer 
tbt end result of a sordid conspiracy? 
With Mahua Roychoudhury dead, 
the truth may never be known. 





SPE CIAL REPOR T 

The Curse of Pollution 


TIk' of'BJtopaJ is clear: Indio in fast becoming a hunting ground of 
indtisfrio.K irhich are playing havoc with the environment. The list of the 
most juiznrrlous units recently brought out by the government .should serve 

os 0 bosis for action. Hitu Sarin reports. 


C or I i'ci I VO tn«*.istires di>m 
pibVOiW lli^ cotiisiiopli«* It 
i«H»V 11IV diMil) of pvtv 
pie .niJ rhv ni.uinirti; of 
otlivi^ oi (Ue nhopiU 
to iiKikv the .luihoriiieit ot the 
il.in^ei cIihkN ihjr ivmuin per 
in.I Mem In suspciulvd over indnsrnes 
like the CIIinn Ciilnde which pro- 
iliive lOMc snlMtJiu’en. But If the 
ipiestuno^ rh. 1 t the worldwor»( m- 
ilii:«rrial .iccideiir chiYw up followtnfS 
rhe ledk in Bhupdl jre disturbing, 
then the rexiilf> of invesiiftiiions into 
fill t her dnnkors from similar plants 
die |X>sitively shocking. The BhopaJ 
di!iiisrei revealed the culpability of 
the parent Union Carbide Corpora¬ 
tion. USA, in the maintenance of its 
subsidy ill India, the gross negligence 
of The Madhya Pradesh government 
in Its failure to enforce safety regula¬ 
tions in case of an exigency, and 
expuied the vulnerability of persons 
living around such Indusirial units. 

Seven months after the Bhopal 
tragedy, the danger signs are up for 
all in see. The government has identi¬ 
fied between d.OOP and 7,000 chemic¬ 


al units as hazardous. Findings of the 
state governments and also of the 
foreign experts, whu have been 
attracted to India and aie using M as 
an experiment ground fui evaluating 
inieniHiional Industrial safety stan¬ 
dards»have exposed the disregard 
that manv of these plants have shown 
towards adopting safety measures. 

The hazardous units constilute in- ' 
dll St ries which ptoduce toxic, highly i 
reac i i ve. f I amma bie or explos i ve $u h- 
stances A series of high-level con- 
sultattons have taken place to evalu¬ 
ate the existing system of enforcing 
safety measures. The subject uf safe¬ 
ty and occupational hazards in che¬ 
mical Industries was taken up during 
the meeting of the labour secretaries 
on 10 May and the labour ministers' 
conference nn 11 May in New Delhi. 
Of the industries identified as poten¬ 
tial sources of danger, a large num¬ 
ber include units producing pesti¬ 
cides and inseetkidec, drugs, acids 
and alkalies, sodium and potassium 
cyanide and rubber synthetics. Near 
ly 70 per cent of the hazardous units 
are situated in Gujarat. West Bengal. 


Karnataka and Maharashtra, as 
(here is no si long criticism about the 
inadequate safely measures. Special 
nominees of rhe Central Pollution 
Concrul Board would be appointed to 
examine the dang<*rs posed by che¬ 
mical units. 

The potential dsingers from such 
harardous industries and the closure 
of units which are found lacking in 
inbuilt safety measures are being 
examined by the state governments. 
The Safety and Health Accident Re¬ 
duction Action Plan (SAHARA) has 
been formulated to provide guide¬ 
lines to the state labour organisation 
to identify such units and investigate 
into the threats posed by them. The 
selling up of the SAHARA is a first 
step for pinpointing the “danger 
areas" which would lead to fatalities 
in case of an accident. Surveys con¬ 
ducted by some of the state govern¬ 
ments have revealed that there is not 
only largescale negligence In the mai« 
ntenance uf some units, the owners 
of the units have ignored the warn¬ 
ings issued by the enforcement agen¬ 
cies. In Cujurai, for example, in spite 
of eight minor accidents in chemical 
and allied units in the past year, the 
state government has failed cu take 
deterrent steps against the indus¬ 
trialists and officials who have per¬ 
mitted flagrant violations of the 
labour laws. The task force of Che 
Gujarat government has identified 
2S hazardous chemical plants, pro¬ 
ducing hydrocyntc acid, chlorine, 
carbon monoxide, ammonia, nit¬ 
robenzene and phosphorus compo¬ 
nents. After scrutinising the condi¬ 
tions under which these chemicals 
are produced, some industries were 
termed “extremely hazardous for 
surrounding population and environ¬ 
ment.*' Among the industries being 

examined for their inbuilt safety me¬ 
asures are the Indian Petrochemicals 
Limited and the Indian Oil Corpora¬ 
tion refinery in Baroda, Tata Chemic¬ 
als Limited in Jamnagar, Cyanides 
and Chemical Company in Surat and 
the Gujarat Insecticides in Ank- 
leshwar. 

In spite 01 the urgent directive 






fnm (he other statet 

are their feet in prepiring 

(he fists of h;it«ird»us units and there* 
hv delayeffective implementa* 
tion of the Sahara plan. The 
Maharashtra government has now 
aplMiinted a team of seven experts ro 
visit the factories emitting hazardous 
gas and enforce safety rules Ui iheir 
premises. One of the large chemical 
units situated in Chembur, Bombay, 
the Rashtriya Chemical and Heriilis* 
er plant, has been shut down follow¬ 
ing complaints about leakageft. in 
Rajasthan, a committee appointed to 
look into the subject ha« named 
I three chemical units—the Pe:<ticides 
India liniiicd in (.'daipm. Modi Alka¬ 
lies and ChcmicaU and Bharat 
Alltims Liinired. both liK.ited in 
Abvar - winch niOMoii d.itigerN to lite 
and pio^iei'iv In 1'uii.iab. an exhaus¬ 
tive auivev was coined out on 8111 
units. mo>t ol uhuh wcie hvdrogen- 
I aied oil I ghee K ive'uii ulc. fciiiliscr. 
] ciieiniiMh and liniM(iis«>d peiioleuin 
* gas il Pill plants The Punuh state 
\ goveimneiu is cniiiempl.oing the do 
sure o! sume 20 plants winch have 
been found lacking in safety con¬ 
trols. 

W hile the first step of improving 
safety standards m hazardous 
units IS to identify the sources of 
dangers, a psisitive move to eliminate 
the possibility of an accident wnuld 
only be taken when ihe government 
announces its decision to make the 
owning of such a hazardous unit a 
cognisable offence. Following recom¬ 
mendations of the labour secretaries 
and labour mmistries, a decision has 
been taken lo substantially increase 
the penalty for v iolating safety reg¬ 
ulations in units identified as hazar¬ 
dous. An amendment of the Factories 
Act of 1946 is soontobeeffeciedbythe 
passing of a bill in Parliament which 
would make labour laws more serin 
gent. At present, the penalties im¬ 
posed for vioiation.s of the Factories 
Act are imprisonmenr tu a maximum 
period of three months or a fine 
between Rs 900-Rs 2,000. Though no 
separate records are maintained for 
fines and penalty imposed for in¬ 
fringement of safety status, a recent 
survey showed that the average fine 
imposed for violation of safety reg¬ 
ulations was as low as Rs SB per unit 
and the highest fine imposed was Rs 
517. Such fines were levied after the 
penalty under the Factories Act was 
enhanced in 1976 to over Rs 2,000. 

In the wake of the Union Carbide 
tragedy and the increased awaren^ 
of the threat of a similar catastrophe, 
a comprehensive legislation is being 
worked out to cover all aspects of 
prevention of accidents in hazardous 
units. I he proposals for amendments 


in the Factories Act are lu lie ex- 
anined by the cabinet subcuoimhiee 
before the legislation can be made 
into a law. The guidelines Iwfure the 
committee loukiiig into (he amend¬ 
ment are dear: "The amended law 
should provide fur stringent penal¬ 
ties for all types of violetloiu and 
give powers to chief inspectors of 
factories for the suspension of opera¬ 
tion of processes wherever there is 
evidence of danger lo the Jives of the 
employees and members uf the 
geneial public living in aod around 
the wurLiiig place. For continued 
violation 111 safety and health provi¬ 
sions. the penalties would include 


lifted as hururd0u'< Again, it is in 
Oojarai. Malnoaditia uiid West Ben- 
gill whiTc mnsi (4 the .safety vioia- 
tiuM* Iwvo l>evii ,<lrtvi*tt'd. 

Thu Bhopal tragt^dy is not the only 
reason why ihe government has 
shown mrinvst in indusin,iJ safety. 
There has Iwen u levvrd rise In 
accidents and invideruv of disease 
from «KCupati<nial hazards in these 
units even before December, 1984. 
Figures of two previous years uf 
accidents in the chemical and che¬ 
mical product industry dearly indi¬ 
cate this rising trend. In 1960 there 
were 10.623 injury cases (with an 
incidence rate of 32.76 per lOOO 
workers) in the chemical industry. 
The number increased to 12,328 the 
following year (with an incidence 
rate 37.04 per 1000 workers). Though 
figures for the subseciuent years 
have not yet been tabulated by the 
authorities, there has been a further 
increase between 1962 and 1964. the 
largest number of accidents occur* 
ring in 1963 

Accidents in hazardous industrial 
units have also been rising m other 
parts of (he world. While about nine 
million people were injured in 1964 
as a result of on-the*job accidents in 
64 countries and 24,000 of these 
injuries were fatal, the situation la 
much worse in the third world coun¬ 
tries than in the industrial north 
because of the attitude of the Multi- 
National Enterprises (MNEl. In In* 
dia. the investment of MNE is among 
the highest in the developing coun¬ 
tries. The Union Carbide MIC gas 
leak has exposed the dire conset^u- 
ence of an accident in such a MNE. 
Highlighiing the plight of hazardous 
units ID India and other countries a 
report of the ILO painted out that 
human beings are being exposed lu 
more and more chemical substances: 
from 1.6 million in 1970 to over five 
million today, Among the 6O.UO0 che¬ 
micals in common use. exposure 
limits have been adopted for only a 
fraction of (he agents known to be 
toxic for the workers and dangerous 
for persons living around the area of 
production. 

Will India become a playground 
for (be cDuUi*natianals to carry out 
their dangerous chemical experi¬ 
ments? What is (he safeguard for the 
thousands who live close to the 6,000 
chemical units which have been iden¬ 
tified as potential sources of danger? 
Dr A.F. Ellis, consultant ILO and Dr 
D.H . Slater ,(01 wologUt and member of 
the advisory committee on major 
hazards in the United Kingdom have 
suggested that a qualified chemical 
inspector be appointed to inspect 
every 100 chemical factories and (ha( 
stringent labour legislations be im¬ 
mediately passed. 


A factory to ■ lecaHty naMHig Msolie 

compulsory imprisonment.” The 
amended Factories Act would streng¬ 
then the hands of the enforcement 
agefKies to ensure that there is no 
violation of safety regulations. What 
is more, it would empower the in¬ 
spector of factories to announce the 
closure of a hazardous unit. In the 
capital, in spire of questions being 
raised In Parliament on the imrat* 
nent danger fiom the DCM chemical 
plant, no decisions of closure could 
be taken under the present legisla* 
(ions. Besides, a provision in the act 
would ensure that the recommenda¬ 
tion uf (be Intemationai Labour 
Organisation (ILO), that for every 
establishroeot employing more than 
1,000 persons there should be a 
security officer and there should be 
one incpecior for every lOO facrariev 
is followed. At present, lAvestiga* 
lions bave shewn that there is not 
even one inspecriag officer for every 
200 units, many of which have been 
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APotenttel Killer 



W it} ch* dtf tti gn is wUA ttw 
vriwto Wov tb«tr 

Mt dr la cua «( • dliast^ 
Tbli liaqudfiloa i4skh 1,S00 rdsl- 
ctdiiti vdtkia the -oae kilonetre 
ndiod ead ASOO anre wt^ln the 
two k£ ta weq o rtdha of the 
laf ftdrwe Pood aad Pertfluen 
Ud. plan hk ThSki ero eridag. 1h« 
rileate chcBicel u&it of the pnvetc 
»etor Delhi CM Milb (DCM) dtu- 
eted at Keielgarh Reed, has been 
identifted ee oee of the ‘moec 
hnewjtoei* Muecriel oaltt la the 
caaital. A reMr furvep t ha we d 
tbtt the DCM pieet tmM die Uk 
of IfSOO Rich eahs hi^MU which 
eeeld he poaeibte mirces^ iaddtt- 
itel eeodean. FtOawiat the Vaioa 
Certede Me^] lee cyae# (iflCt 
leak, the D^MalaitMihO. hM 
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viraeiMoteUm lo uivesiigeie ioto 
tht potential threot poccd by iho 
DCIi chemical unit and other tuch 
hazardous pl^ic. 

Any cxploaioo or leakage in $uch 
a ehlerifte plant hniaied within the 
Bouepollt would ondoubtedly 
aptf catastrophe for the thousands 
Uviag arouad it. The DCM plant 
was made operatioaai in 1949 and 
tespltc of %mtingi, its production 
and storage capacity have in* 
creased over the jrears. Today, the 
uait, wfaich employs t,777 
p sntm a produces 124 tonnes ot 
caustic soda and 105 tonnes of 
chlorine every day. Usually about 
196 tonnes of chlorine is stored in 
its two huge 100>taeiie aad 
'two 20«Bae tanka. E^ty tonnes 
'Wf die chJofine is utilised for pro¬ 
duction of hydrochkrk acid (HCL> 
ad 96 totnes transported to die 
wjghbtwfrisg pleat of BindMWan 
laaactiqlta. for productioii of dkh- 
•km dMyl crkhloio ethane fK)T) 
thiiwfti • pipaliM. This has been 
»i jliy d an grtynmely daiiasrouj 


hazard. There have been strong 
protests in Parliament that both 
tl(ssa chemical units should be shut 
down because they ‘‘might any day 
eaplode and cause extensive dam* 
aee to life and property.'* 

The DCM chemical plant, its offi¬ 
cials have been at pains to point 
out. has all the inbuilt safety mea¬ 
sures prescribed by the Society of 
Chemical Institute. United King¬ 
dom. The utilisation capacity is a 
high 99.9 per cent as against the 
national average utilisation capac¬ 
ity of 86 per cent. Only a few weeks 
ago in view of fresh directive i 
inued by the govenuoent. the stor* 
age of chlorine in one of the 100- 
toiine tanks was discontinued aofl 
various other precautionary men* 
sures adopted, A detailed project 
report on the various points of 
decker locaced within the plant has 
been prepared by die lefaour com- 
miirtwter of Dt^. it has beefl 
pohued oot Ib the r^ort, that the 
aecuhty sefeguards in the DCM 
plam ere far trw setiefactory. let 


up ea 


Ihp.ttMMM BMe rt iddm unit 
hM itMS bdee Ihttd as a poteetlal 
•■Tireamaacet end leduetrial 


aHoa foolproof. The expert <om< 
mittee set up should mw examino 
^ tnlaent throai poaed by the 
pleat 












SPECIAL REPORT 


Madras' Poisoned Air 


W eary passengers trave}]ing 
by train breathe a sigh of 
relief on spotting the 
three gigantic funnels of 
the BasinBridge theroiai power sta* 
tlon as Madras is just minutes away. 
But for the slum dwellers who have 
Che misfortune of living in the Basin 
Bridge Junction, the thermal station 
is the cause of chair concern. The 
plane has caused such extensive 
atmospheric pollution that altnovi 
every person residing in rhe area 
suffers from respiratory problems. 
No biological tests are required to 
gauge the extent nf the pollution. 
Throughout the day the entire area 
remains covered with coal dust. 

Over the years their have bevn 
agitations for the closure uf the* iher 
mal plant as it ceaselessly sjiewed 
pollutants into rhe air But rhe power 
situation in the state is uciite that 
the state government finds it im< 
possible tu Khu* down rhe unii Any 
plant that Ll^«s fusMi, fuel arid co«if 
emits toxic sulphur dioxide. In ihv 
case of rhis thermal station the sus* 
pended particulate matter iSPM) 
dust in common parlance—i" very 
high, fat exceeding rhe loJeranee 
llmiM set bv the pollution control 
authorities. Apart from comamina* 
()<>A,SPM also svnr>u> rc^pnu• 

tofy ailmenrs. The f»PM can K' ire 
ated and made harmlcNs Inn imlorru 
nately in the case ol the Rasm Budge 
Thermal Station, the iniKHlnviion of 
an effluent treatmenr p^uce»^ i> not 
cost effective. The amUuriTivv feel it 
is better to replace tlu< vsHiinp 
tern with gasiurbiiM '. Rinii ■,* »i 
decision has been hiktui 
While the F.niioiv thermal M.iiion 
near Mudra^ is maiginaMy better 
than the Basin Britlge star ion, ii 
also guilty of causing atmospheric 
pollution. The SPM in the case nf tht- 
Ennore station too,has been found t • 
be high. The foundries in Ennorealso 
contribute to the jmlluiinn. 

However, rbe most hazardous in¬ 
dustrial units in Tumi) Nadu and 
Madras in particular are the leather 
tanneries. Of the 430 tanneries in rhe 
state about 40 of them arc located in 
Pallavaram. an industrial suburb of 
Madras. Effluents from these tanner* 
ies pollute surface and underground 
waters. Effluents from leather tan¬ 
neries have been found to have a 
high bio-chemical oxygen demand— 
(hat is,it depletes the oxygen content 
Jo (he water making it difficult for 
the aerobic organisms to survive 
Salt I sodium chloridei is also found 


in large quantities in these effluents. 
IBe increased salinity reduces soil 
fertility; the yield is diminished 
and finally land can become 
barren one day. A lot of chromium is 
found in the effluents of units using 
the chrurue tanning process. While 
chromium is not Imbal to human 
beings it kills aquatic life. 

Industrial units manufacturing 
caustic soda, a chemical used for 
manufacturing raynns.can be hizar* 
dous if rne effluent treatment or 
control systems goes faulty. Recently 
the cau^tU soda unit of the Kotharis 
in Madras created panic. Chlorine 
gas leaked causing eye irritation, 
congestion in the chest and nausea 
‘Anti several people had to be admit- 
ted to hospitaU The incident coming 
as It did in the wake of the Bhopal 
tragedy, sent the people running hel* 
ter skelter. 

Cyanide is a deadly chemical pre¬ 
sent in (he liquid effluents of certain 
engineering units, particularly the 
plating plants. In Madras there is a 
large neiwoik of automobile ancil¬ 
lary units and hence the plating 
industry is u thiiving one. While 
vinie of the major units treat the 
effluents containing cyanide, by the 
alkali chlorination method, there are 
small ones who are not particularly 
concerned about pollution. 


O xides of nitrogen omitted by cite 
fertiliser manufacturing plants 
can be lethal if it comes m contact 
with hydrocarbons released by re* 
fineries and heavy vehicles plving on 
the road. The effect of the pressure 
of mercury in industrial effluents can 
be deadly. Numerous mercury com¬ 
pounds are iR wide-spread um' in the 
agricultural, explosives, pigments 
and pharmaceutical industries. Mer¬ 
cury is also used in large quantities 
by factories producing chlorine. Only 
recently has it been discovered that 
mercury dissolved in water is con¬ 
verted into the deadly methyl mer¬ 
cury by an organic process. Moreov¬ 
er, (here are many textile dyeing 
units in and around Madras which 
discharge waste into the river with a 
high saline content. Add to that the 
tine released by the galvanising units 
and the river water is n potential 
source of health hazard. 

Most of the rivers and vsiuaries in 
Tamil Nadu are heavily pulluiod by 
the discharge of effluents fiom ferii* 
User units, chemical Industries, steel 
plants, coal wa«neries and thermal 
power plants. In Madras, a number of 
industrial units are located in the 
Adayar and Cooum estuaries. Indus¬ 
tries like the Kothari and Chemicals. 
Alkali Chemicals. Madras Refiner¬ 
ies, Madras Fertilisers and maoy 
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SPnClAL REPORT 


Bengal: Callousness 
and Neglect 


T he anvironmeat aad pollution 
control dcpirtihcot of Wctt 
Bengal has never been too vigilant 
in. its efforts to ensure ioduttnal 
security. The recent chlorine fes 
le^s from two units in Calcutta 
within a span of 24 hours, laid bare 
the staia's slackness in im* 
i'lementing safety measures. One 
' person died and 32 others, includ¬ 
ing fife brigade personneC fell ill 
after chlorine gas leaked from the 
Muliickghar punping stetlon of the 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation 
<CMC). 

A spate of aUegatiooi and coun* 
terallMitions fwlowed the inci* 
dent. The CMC officials claltncd 
the I the cylinder from which the 
gas leaked, was defective and tha 
suppliers, Durgapur Chemicals Ltd 
<DCL) era to ba held respooiible. 
However, Hr P. Chekravarei of DCL 
refuted such a charge. Instead, he 
claimed (hat the experts laara 
which was sent by the DCL to 
investigate Into the causes of the 
leak, had found that the cylinder 
had bean tampered with by the 
local staff. Anothar senior official 
of the DCL also alleged that the 
MuUickghat staff had been repe¬ 
atedly cautioned about adopting 
safety measures as stipulated 
under the Gas Cylinder Rules 1981 
but in vein. 

The minister for urban develop* 
tnenc and local sell*govemment. Mr 
Praaanta Sur said that the leak 
could have resulted in a "disaster." 
The following day. on ii June, 
another similar leakage occurred at 
the Calcucca Metropolitan Develop¬ 
ment Authority's iCMDAj booster 
pumping station at Auckland Place 
m south CaJcuna. Once again a 
major catastrophe was averted as 
UCL experts and fire brigade staff 
rushed to the spot to plug the leak. 

The commissioning of yet 
another potentially dangeroua unit, 
a new zinc smelting plant of the 
Posts and Telegraphs department, 
wav stopped ^Itr a furore was 
created ^ a voluntary organisa* 
litm. Omcern for Calcutta (CCj. 
The group objected to the site of 
this plant, which wav to be commis* 
sinned near the P & T’s teiacora 
fgctwy iii the heart of the city. 
Though Mr H.S. Sodhi, general 
fflanuuer of the telecom fact(»ry ia- 
slsls that it Is ectuelly a "galvanls- 
ing plant," informed sources point 
imK thei the unit had been vet up 


without prior sanction from the 
state environment department and 
the CMC. 

The hasards (hat induacrlal units 
using toxic chemicaU can poae to 
the population around it cannot be 
overemphasised. After the Bhopal 
gas disaster, the environment and 
pollution coQtrol department of the 
state, in a flur^ of activity, set 
about InvestigatiBf into the poteo* 
dally haserdous iMuttries in West 
Bengal. As the mituster for anvirotv 
roent Bhabani Mukherjee put it: 
"We do noL have any units here 
which use toxic chemicals and 
gases of the scale used by the Union 
Carbide in Bhopal." However, (he 
experts are looking into various 
aspeciv of industrial safely, (be 
chamicalt that the industries plan 
to use. tbe design end safety mea¬ 
sures and also the mode of storage. 
Sources at (be state pollunon con¬ 
trol board say that the state of 
affairs in the feruliser. pesticides, 
acid, and chlor-alkaline manufac¬ 
turing factories are being looked 
into, as these come under the pur 
view of "harardous'' unit^. The 
board has already started legal pro¬ 
ceedings against six industrial units 
In 1983-84 for discharging effluents 
without adequate treatmeut. These 
are: Dunbar Mills, Bengal Distilltry 
(njn bv Shaw and Wallace Com¬ 
pany. which was later withdrawn 
after (hay consiruceil an effluent 
treatmant plant), Sundard Phar¬ 
maceuticals Limited. Chloride In¬ 
dia Limited, East End Paper Mills 
and Hverasi Paper Mills. Besides, 
letter.*: of warning have already 
been sent (o Shaw and Wallace 
Compaoy Ud. fHaldiaK Associaivd 
Chemic^ Industrial Corporation, 
Durgapur Chemical Ltd, Hindustan 
Heavy Chemicals. Bengal Chemic¬ 
als and Karti Users Ltd. Kesoram 
Rayons Ud, Jayshree ChemhaU 
and Fertilisers C^mipany Lid. The 
Phosphate and Company Ltd, Ferti¬ 
liser Corporation of India (plants at 
Durgapur and Haldiai. Hindustan 
Lever (chemical plant at HaJdia). 
The chief inspector of factories has 
also booked units like ihe B.D. 
Khaiian and Company, Bharat 
Minerals and Cheai^a, Shaw Wal¬ 
lace and Company Ltd. Tata KIma 
I ndia Ltd, New Industrial Chemical 
Private Ltd, Cualite Chemicals Pri- 
’vale Lid and SCN Synihetk Private 
Ud. 


others are located around the Ennore 
estuary just off Madras. Sunday 
learns from reliable sources that an 
estimated 7,7S,000 litres per day, 
2,S2,000 litres per day and 4,49,000 
litres per day of industrial waste with 
metallic elements are released into 
the Adayar. Cooum and Ennore 
estuaries respectively. 

A study of the amouni of the 
pollution along the Madras coast 
from Pulicet to Kalpakkam revealed 
that the sea off Ennore has a greater 
concentration of metallic concentra¬ 
tion due to the effluents discharged 
into the sea. A Urge number of fish 
die every year around the Ennore 
estuary due lo water contamination, 
[he see here is also affected by 
orxunic pollution due to the dis¬ 
charge of sewage water. The BOD 
was also relatively higher in the area 
according to a CIFRI repon pub¬ 
lished in 1984. 

The Waiei and Air (Prevention 
and Control) Act enacted by the 
central government was enforced in 
Tamil Nadu in 1981 In 1982, the 
Pollution Control Board was set up 
and the next year the government 
stipiilrtted that all existing units as 
well as new unes being commissioned 
rviiutred the "consent" uf the board. 
This was a meann to check whether 
the units were properly tree ling tox¬ 
ic elfluciu^. Krom August 1984 (he 
board has begun prosecuting offend¬ 
ing Industries. So far action has been 
irotiaic’d against 249 units under the 
Waici I Pollution and Control) Act 
and against 121) units under the Air 
(Pollution and Control) Act. The un¬ 
its against which action has been 
taken are thermal units, iron and 
steel plants, laniieries, cement, pap- 
anJ inilp. cLcniical (extJle and 
dyomu ind starch-making units. 
l/av»s r I , ng to the contravention of 
the Wjier Pollution Act are more 
sinngeiit than the laws of the Air 
(Polluliun and Control) Act. While 
the former provides for imprison¬ 
ment fur a term not less than six 
months, which may be extended up 
to six yi-drs and a fine, the latter 
provides for imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three months 
with fine which in some cases may be 
as high aa Rs 10,000. So lar, the 
courts have penalised five industrial 
units in Tamil Nadu with fines of Rs 
10,000 for viuJaring the prr)vi%lunv of 
thi' Air (Pollution and Control) Act. 

Many industries have not incorpo- 
raicd systems to process industrial 
effluanis because uf the high cost of 
effluent processing plants. In fact, 
this Is an <irea where a lot of research 
IS nveJed. The wasie disposal prob¬ 
lems are enormous and ought (» be 
M.|yed through cffc^ilve teihnic|ues; 
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SPItClAL REW>RT 


Bombay’s Factories of Filth 




wds going home from the 
eirport around 9.30 lest 
night (19 July) and along 
the road t could smell 
ammonia, even (hough I was a mile 
away from the Rashiriya Chemicals 
and Fertiliser (RCK) pUni. I can well 
imagine what the people in the area 
were going through. What is strange 
is that the neat day‘$ newspapers did 
not carry e word about the leak and 
(here was obviously a leak oF ammo- 
nie From the ttrea,'* insisted P. Abra 
ham* a scientist working with the 
Society For Clean Cities (SOCLHEN). 
Abraham who has been running a 
crusade against (he phenomena of 
the ruinous '’acid ram’* in the Chcffl< ; 
bur area is pessimistic about the 
situation beir^ rectified, despite the 
hectic activities of the Maharashtra 
Pollution Control Board (MPCB) and 
the two other organisations, namely 
an environmental safety committee 
and a suh*committee which the 
MPCB has spawned. "Bverything 
looks good on paper,** said Abraham. 
'‘It is >n (he implementation that 
everything is wrong, because very 
little actually changes.” 

The three-member Evironmental 
Safety Committee (ESC) formed in 
January 1985 after the tragedy ol 
Bhopal and the Fears about the 
effects of haf.ardous, dangerous che* 
micals among the local population, 
has already submitted a list of IS 
industries w*iich ii has surveyed and 
has given recommendations on. Said 
Dr R.K. Garg, director of the chemic¬ 
al engineering group of the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre. Bombay, 
and chairman of (he ESC, '‘We have 
finished a survey of 40 companies 
manufacturing or dealing with che* 
micals, pesticides, and haaardous 
chemicals, gas and other incendiary 
substances. We have submitted (his 
to the MPCB which in turn has to 
submit it to the government of 
Maharashtra." C.D. Oomachen, 
chairman of the Maharashtra Pollu¬ 
tion Control Board, who has been 
trying to make the Thane*Belapur 
and Sie Bombay region safe From a 
tragedy like Bhopal, has to work 
within the confine* of the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollu¬ 
tion) Act. 1974 and the Air (Preven- 
tion and Control of Pollution) Act, 
1981. He said he had appointed a 
hi^'powered committee, including 
ihe chief inspector of factories, addi- 
lional director of industries, chief 
in^ctor oi Ucences, and de|wty 
dirMtur of explosives etc., as they 


have the powei s to literally ransack 
an industry to get the requisite in¬ 
formation. ”lt was like a marriage 
between a pauper and a princess.” he 
said. “We have very limited powers, 
but with these other people with us. 
vre do have mor^. powers ” 

In March this year, following the 
report of the environmental safety 
committee, the MPCB created a stan¬ 
ding monitoring committee (SMCj to 
check the industries surveyed by the 
ESC mainuin^ the set siandands. 
The committee include Dr V.V. Kale, 
additional director of industries, 
Bombay, who is the chairman of this 
committee. V.R. Damle. executive 
engineer, Bombay Municipal Cor¬ 
poration, V.N. Kholkute, chief 
inspector factories and S.K. Patil. 
member secretary of the MPCB This 


D€S|>lte the fact that 
high-powered 
committees are trying to 
control pollution, the 
people are cynical about 
the c^lous 
managements and 
connivance of the 
factory inspector who is 
the main culprit behind 
the pollution. 


committee is supposed to have vi¬ 
sited the factories on a regular basis 
and also examines the repons of 
compliance received from the above 
industries at periodic intervals and 
sends their assessment to this board 
with any further recommendations 
for necessary action as may be re¬ 
quired. This report is expected to be 
given next week. For some reason 
the reports are not disclosed to the 
press ihou^ tbe people have the 
ri^t to be informed about a matter 
concerning (heir health and survival. 

The reports on the 15 factories 
given in the first instalment were 
scary. What makes it worse was that 
it seemed the committee had cned to 
play down tbe dangers. Note this 
paragraph pertaining to the RCF: 
•During the earlier visit, the commit¬ 
tee had noted that the loading and 
uAloiding ol sulphur wa« being done 
manually. Tbe committee was in- 
fonned that this was not tbe normal 
practice aoddvat mecbaaical equip* 
meni was used for the purpose. At 


the time 'if the earlivr visit, (he 
dumpers were not in wgrking condi¬ 
tion RCF agreed to ensure mecha¬ 
nical handling of sulphur at all 
limes.” (Why is the commiitee shy to 
say whether mechanical dumpers 
were being used during its current 
visit fir not?) 

in the case of B4iml)ay Soap Fac¬ 
tory in the heart of central Bombay 
Gram Road, the committee said, 
"There is i casual approach to safety 
aspects. Th*- company deals with a 
dangerous chemical called hexane 
which is stored in large amounts 
even when the plant is not in opera¬ 
tion. It has suggested that the pre¬ 
sent plant location is contrary to the 
provisions of the Mahaiashtra fac¬ 
tory rules and ir should be shifted to 
a siBtahle area immediately. This 
was in March and till today that 
company still exists there and is 
owned a politically very powerful 
group, Ahmed Oil Mills. 

Indian Explosives Lid was found to 
be storing butanol and methanol in a 
non-flame proof area in the factory in 
the Sewn industrial belt. In fact, 
butanol is stored near the cyanide 
handling unli which is highly 
dangerous 

These are just a few of the 15 
mentioned industries The other U 
companies fnr which the reports are 
ready are powerful multinationals 
and private sector units like Sandot, 
Bayers. Indophil, Rallis India, 
National Fluoride, National Organic 
Chemicals. Century Chemicals, Indi¬ 
an Dyestuff Industries, Deepak Ferti¬ 
lisers, Hindustan Insecticides, Cen¬ 
tury Rayon, Siddheshwari Sulphur, 
Tata Thermal, md KerdUha Che¬ 
micals. 

Despite (he fan that hi^-powered 
committees are involved in trying to 
control pollution and health hasards 
from the chemical based Industries, 
in the Bombay-Thanc-Belapur area, 
the people in these areas are cynical 
about the callous managements and 
connivance of the factory inspector 
who is the main culprit behind the 
pollution. One resident of Kalyan 
said he would like to invite any 
m«>mher of the environmental com¬ 
mittee TO come and have a bath or 
wash his clothes like the people do in 
the Ulbas river which flows via Ka¬ 
lyan into the Thane creek. The river 
has multi-coloured water from the 
affluents of Indian Dyestuffs. Nation¬ 
al Rayon. Century Rayon and other 
companies. 
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AIR INDIA CRASH 

Evidence from the Deep 


T)ir r.vpIosiDH (hron' nxjiains llie mosf likely expkinoNoit 


dt 31.000 feet Speed: 
kilomeire«. Oireciion'. 
Ke.ilhiinv. b'verylhinK narmeL* This 
wdK che l;iv( mes^Mfse thar Caprain 
H.S Nil rend fj of Kanishka'. the Aif 
India Boeinp 747, transmitted to the 
Shann<ni air control tower before ii 
plunged into the Atlantic Ocean kill* 
in|( the J29 people on board, A split* 
second after the message was re^ 
ceived. Flight 180 disappeared from 
the Shannon airport radar and only 
Us fuselage was recovered from the 
ocean bed about ISO kms off the 
coast of Ireland. The 4$ million dob 
lar Jumbo Jet which had completed 
23,600 hours of flying time dis* 
appeared within seconds and there ia 
every indication that the aircraft 
went down with its engines running, 
after an explosion on board. Kowev* 
er, the possibility of a structural 
defect or mechanical failure having 
caused the crash cannot be ruled 
out—at least till such time the decod* 
ing of the aircraft's "hean and lung,” 
the cockpit voice recorder (CVK) and 


digital flight data recorder (DPDR) is 
completed. 

The two criiical insirunants o' the 
ill-fated Boeing, called ‘‘black box^v** 
though they are yellow-orange lo 
colour, are the most vital pieces of 
evidence with the investigators who 
are reconstructing the events that 
led to the crash. The CVR and DFDR 
were recovered after a miraculous 
million dollar operation conducted 
for the first time at a depth of 6,700 
feet below the sea. The instruments 
were successfully recovered from the 
seabed by the robot submersible 
named Scarab lowered by a French 
ship. Leon ThvveniA the black 
boxes were brought to India on 13 
July. Decoding of the data has begun 
in Bombay at the Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre <BARC> and the 
Tata Insiituie of Fundamental Re* 
search (nrk). Decoding of a similar 
nature*was done after tiM air crashes 
of 1976 and 1978. The CVR and the 
DFDR are likely to provide invalu* 
able auiatancc to the enquiry com* 


mitCNiim headed by Justice D.N, Kir* 
pal ill discovering the nature of the 
cra’ih. 

In 197$, when another Air India 
Jumbo had crashed off the Bombay 
coast, It had taken searchers 27 days 
to regain the black boxes from a 
depth of no more than 70 feet. In this 
case, the salvage team was scouring 
the seabed 6,700 feet below the sur* 
face Never in the history of civil 
aviation had such an ambitious ven* 
lure been embarked upon by any 
airlme to recapture the viral recor* 
ders. In fact, both in financial and 
technological terms.ihis attempt was 
quite unprecedented. And the dili* 
genctf wat rewarded. In the eerlv 
hours of Wednesday, 10 July. Scarab 
1 sported the CVll and in another 
few hours, had successfully hauled it 
on to the mother ship. The robot was 
lowered once more ji,d by the follow* 
ing morning, the DFDR coo had bean 
lifted on teard the 1-aon Thevenin 

The Scarab JS an incredible 
machine, and an unqualified compli* 
menc to Mar>'« ingenuity. It is de* 
signed to assist firms like Britain's 
Cable and Wireless and the United 
States' A.T. and T to lay communica¬ 
tion networks below the sea. Armed 
with a powerful searchlight, aided by 
television cameras and equipped 
with manipulator arms, ^arab j 
identified the black boxes, pick¬ 
ed them up and delivered them safe¬ 
ly on to the Leon Tivinen, being 
monitored manually ar all times from 
this vessel. 

Thereafter, and in view of the 
water pressure exerted on these re* 
corders for two and a half weeks, the 
CVR and the DFDR were placed in 
water cans to simulate the earlier 
prevailing conditions, end prevent 
any possible shocks on the systems. Ic 
was in this state that the black boxes 
were brought to Cork, put on an Aer 
Liogus flight to London en route to 
the Air India flight to Bombay. 

After The Kanishka crash, (he 
"black boxes" which are present in¬ 
side every aircraft have suddenly 
become household words. The decod¬ 
ing of the electronic messages inside 
the two small instruments (which 
will be complete by Aeptember this 
year) is being anxiously watched by 
aviation experts across the world. 
The CVR is basically a smsiU mic¬ 
rophone mounted in an overhead 
panel in the cockpit of the aircraft 
and is eleccrooicilly controlled to 
pick up sny sound or warning. It U 
expected that the transenpUon of 
the reagoerlc upe insidie CVR 
would conuin the voice of the pUot, 
instructions to the air control tower 
end the sound of explusloa, if Any. 
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When a Lockheed Elecira broke up 
in (he air in a similar fashion and 
crashed over Pennsylvania in the 
United States, the CV^ recorded the 
sounds of the plane breaking up. The 
DFDR records (he operation of the 
actual systems existing in the air* 
craft like the povrer sening of the 
engine and records the course of the 
eircrefi, its eltitude and airspeed to 
give evidence of any struciural fai* 
Jure in the aircraft. There are about 
100 parameters present in (he DFDR. 
Till the end of July the computerised 
decoding of 40 parameters of Kanish* 
ka*s DFDR had been completed. 

While it would be too premature to 
assess the cause of the Kanishka 
accident, chere is sufficient evidence 
to make one bcUeve that a sudden 
explosion had taken place in the 
aircraft. For one, the aircraft die* 
appeared suddenly from the radar 
screens and dropped like a stone into 
the sea. Its wreckage was spread over 
20 square kilometres and its fuselage 
had disincegraced into tiny bits. 
Secondly, U must be remembered 
that (here were as many as five 
safety controls In the Bering that 
would have guided the aircraft to 
safety tn the case of an engine lai* 
lure. There were alternate, electio* 
me, manual, and hydraulic controls 
and the Kanishka, flying at 31,000 ft 
had the capacity to glide for 50 miles 
in case of an engine failure. 
Another vital piece of evidence to 
support the explosion and sabotage 
theory is the autopsy report of the 
130 victims of the tragedy, whose 
bodies were recovered from the sea¬ 
bed and taken to Cork for examina¬ 
tion. The autopsy reports show that 
victims did not die from drowning 
but weie killed in the air in less than 
half a minute after being sucked 
violently from the rear to the front of 
the aircraft. The force that caused 
their death was so strong (hat the 
victims had smashed their heads 
against the seats of the aircraft The 
final evidence to support the explo* 
sion theory vrould be confirmed with 
the discovery of even a small pardefe 
of explosive substance from the 350 
tonnes of debris of Kanishka still 
lying at the bottom of the sea. 

fact that Air India has chosen 
to consign the recorders back to 
India has been criticised by a few 
Western airlines. These companies 
and other vested interests are yet to 
reconcile themselves to India’s teeb. 

nological progress end feel that the 
Indian au^orlties lack the capability 
to ^cipher the contents of the CVR 
and the DFDR. 

The two black boxes in Kani«hka 
were the latcit and most so^dstl- 
cared among those that are used on 
jumbos, and may have a lot to tail if 


the last few seconds of this aircraft's 
airborne journey have not been mis¬ 
sed due 10 (he alleged total electrical 
failure. But there is some validity in 
the charge that Air India might have 
prematurely concluded about there 
having been an explosion in (be 
forwa^ luggage bold of the plane, 
which caused ibe (ragedy. 

This, in fact, was confirmed to 
SuxoAv by an Air India official alter 

Prime Miaiater Rajiv Caitdbi had 
said (hat that a bomb blast was 
behind the crash in a television inter¬ 
view on Britain*! Channel No. four. 
Said the oIfkiaL *lt is srill too early 
to pass a final judgment on the 
affair” 

There ere venot^ lobbies operat¬ 
ing to guide the progr es s of 


investigation. TiM Canadian au(ho^ 
ities are supporting the thec^ that 
structural failure or mechanic^ «le- 
fens had caused the explosioD in an 
effort to prove that the lax security 
measures at Montreal airport did not 
cause the catastrophe. Any argument 
to support the theory of structural 
defect ia the Air India Jumbo Jet is 
unfavourable for the Americeo 
Boeing company whose business 
wnuld suffer a major setback if it is 
proved so. The whole story of Flight 
182 and the vital cluea to cause of 
the sash are still hidden in the two 
40 pound black boxes which are 
being decoded under tight security. 
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wat«r. Rayala$««ma was aJso ih« 
scana of an important agitation laat 
year, which NTR has just managed to 
control. It is therefore, imperative 
for ^^TR to fight for the fruition of 
the revised Telugu*Ganga Project, to 
prevent any more agitations in the 
area. 

Karnataka's position is equally pi* 
quant. On the face of it, it would 
appear churlish to refuse water to 
Andhra Pradesh, especially since it 
has not utilised its own quota. But 
Deve Gowda claimed that the state 
has already '^committed" the 700 tmc 
of water to various projects even 
when the projects themselves are m 
the doldrums for lack of funds. The 
Karnataka government believes that 
if it gives up its share today, it will 
suffer in the long run when its pro* 
jects are completed As Gowda re* 

I marked sarcastically: “They (Andhra 

I Pradesh j are not spending S40 crores 

I on the revised Telugu Cange Project 
as a temporary measure." What he 
meant was (hat once Karnataka 
leased out the water, Andhra 
Pradesh would demand it as a perma¬ 
nent right and since the water tribun¬ 
al award can he revised after 2000 
AD, it may even succ«‘ed in acquiring 
permanent rights, leaving Karnataka 
in the lurch. But it is apparent that 
the stances of both the stare govern¬ 
ments are controlled by political 
necessities rather chan humanitarian 
considerations 

The complexities of the dispute 
apart, the controversy is hutting up 
every day. NTR on bis part has 
sought to prove that the excess water 
rightfully belonged to Andhra 
Pradesh. At a press conference he 
quoted ch« clause SHC of the Bacha- 
wat Award: ’*The state of Andhra 
Pradesh will be st liberty to use in 
any water year the remaining water 
that may be fluwing in river Krish¬ 
na...” Bui Deve Gowda bounced back 
with another press conference where 
he accused N'IR of misquoting or not 
quoting the clauvv in full. Gowda 
said the same clause went on to read 
"...but thereby it shall not acquire 
any right whatsoever * > use in any 
water year, nor be deemed to have 
been allocated in any water year, 
water of river Krishna in excess of 
quantities speufud hereunder' 800 
tmc to Andhra lhadesh. 700 tmc to 
Karnataka and ^60 tmc to Maher 
ashtra. 

Hrtwi'ver. what has worsened the 
situation is the emotional response of 
NTR and the hawkish stance of Deve 
Gowda NTR, in his inimitable style, 
declared That the work on the revised 
Telugu-Canga Project, already 
underway, would go on no matter 
what objections were raised. Deve 
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Gowda, on his part, declared that he 
would fifhi till the end to see that 
the spirit of the triburtal award was 
not violated and warned of serious 
repercussions if Andhra Pradesh 
Violated the agreement. At the last 
count, the dispute was brought to the 
notice of Pnme Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi. in reply 10 newsmen’s questions 


KERALA 

Merger Move 


The Muslim Leagues to unite 

T he Muslim League which split in 
1974 is now on the verge of a 
merger. pfov:ng chat poliiical ideolo¬ 
gies come only after the needs of the 
community. Ac (he time of going to 
press, the All India Muslim 
League (AlMLl which has four 
MLAs. has decided to aever its 
alliance with the CPKM) led Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) while the 
Indian Union Muslim League (lUMLl 
with its ten MLAs is still with the 
ruling United Democratic Front 
(UDF) Ironically, it was the CPKM) 
which served as a catalyst for the 
merger by attacking the Shariat or 
the Muslim personal law. The CPKM) 
general secretary, E.M.S. Kambood- 
r jpad had recently suggested that the 
Shariat aimed losuppress womenand. 
he said, the CPI(M)* cared more for 
the problems of the people than the 
support of the AIML. Naturally the 
AIML leaders have accepted the 
lUML resolution supporting the 
Shariat. 

An lUML leader. Seethi Hajimla 
%vho said in the Assembly that any 
hand which is raised against the 


during his recent visit to Madras 
the Prime Minister indicated (hat he 
would personally talk tu (he chief 
ministers d the two states in a bid to 
resolve the dispute. All the same, for 
the time being, the Krishna water 
dispute joins the long list of inter¬ 
state squabbles In the country'. 


Shariat will be chopped off. told 
Sunday that EMS has been trying to 
woo women voters among the Mui* 
Urns. "$hana( is a law given to us by 
prophet and all Muslims have to live 
by that Why should there be a 
common civil code? The Shariat is 
verv clear on issues like marriage 
and divorce and gives utmost respect 
to women. The Shariat does not en¬ 
courage polygamy either,” she added. 

That the united Muslim League 
will remain with the UDF is clear but 
there 1$ a section in the AIML which 
feels that it should stay away from 
both the fronts. The United Muslim 
League will have 14 MLAs in (he 
Assembly making it a strong press¬ 
ure group wiihin the UDF much to 
the discomfort of the Congress(I) 
which IS watching with dismay the 
rise of small but powerful communal 
parties. Early this year, the two fac¬ 
tions of the Kerala Congress (the 
Mani and the Joseph gruupj also 
merged, sparking off a unification 
trend in the state’s political set-up 
which till recently has been characte¬ 
rised by fissiparous tendencies. 

After the exit of the AIMLthe LDF 
will become ’’leftist" in the true 
sense of the term. A truly leftist front 
has always been the dream of EMS 
Namboodiripad but the state’s com¬ 
munal politics has forced him to 
compromise. 

constituents of the UDF, e»p«- 


CMdMwM RaikftMtt* 
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W tM Congr9SS<S) leader Sherad 
Viiwar. who hi$ b««n esked to 
P'j^tpone his entry mto Congre$e(l} 
for the moment, hit beck at the 
volte {$ct by Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gendhj? PoliijcaJly it had been a 
slur on Pawar's image when Rajiv 
Gandhi answering a question about 
Shared Pawar joining the Congm' 
sdh in a televised press conference, 
said, “not for the moment." But 
sources close to Pawar said that he 
had been given to understand that 
after former chief minister Vasanr 
dada Petil was eased out, he would 
be given the chief minister's chair. 
Rajiv Gandhi's decision to defer 
Pawar's entry following Vasant* 
dada Fatil's resignation has only 
added to the former CM's strength 
at the cost of Mr Pa war's image. But 
a section of his followers feel that 
Paul's resignation has affected 
Pawar’s course of entry into the 
ruling party, though it is clear that 


cially the Kerale Congress are not 
happy with the Congress(l) especial* 
ly after the incidents which forced 
their senior miaister Belakrishna Pil* 
lei CO resign. While the Coagress(I) 
continues its campaign for one pany 
rule, (here are chances of the com* 
munel parcies^the Kerala Congress, 
the Muslim League and the National 
Democratic Party (now two fac¬ 
tions > umeing to form a communal 
front. Such a situation will only help 
Che CPlfMt led LDF 
People in Kerala are quite dis* 
gusied with the policy of bargaining 
with communal parties, something 
which has characterised the three 


year rule of the UDP. And chief 
minister Raruoakaran'srule^t-any* 
cost attitude is the duin reason for 
such compromises. The stete is 
passing through e financial criais. 

The National Democratic Party of 
the high caste Nair Hindus is the only 
regional party which is now split. 
Their nominee in the ministry. 
Ramachandran Neir, the health 
minlRer, had to quit as the other 
faction wanted their oomioee lo be 
minister. The ruling front liaison 
committee has now asked the NDP 
factions to unite and then nominate a 
minister. 
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No Entry for Now 

Shfifod Pawar keeps his options open 


Vasantdada Patil limed his exit to 
queer the pitch for Mr Pawar. 
Vasantdada Patil also made “self 
respect" en issue so that it was 
difficult for Mr Pawar to enter the 
Con/tre«s(l). 

Thet Shared Pawar was hurt by 
Vasantdada Patil's action was ob¬ 
vious when he chose to attack the 
former chief minister in his speech 
in reply to the budget proposals. In 
a scathing attack on Mr Paul in the 
state Legislative. Assembly, ^war 
said that those who have resigned 
on the issue of self-respect of ihe 
state, should have done it on some 
concrete issues rather than on per¬ 
sonal grounds. He added that the 
state leadership has failed to pr<> 
test against the proposals of the 
union government which were not 
in the interest of the state. Mr 
Pawar also said that there were 
three CM % who spoke about taking 


Shared Fewer; mieur wthack 


up the 'no industry district* issue 
with the centre a^ though (hey 
have gone, the policy continues at 
the expense of the *state. 

Mr Pawar has several ^litical 
options.He can wait till Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi invites him to join the party. He 
can also work towards toppling chf 
government of Shivajlrao Patil'Nil* 
angekar . There is tremendous dis¬ 
content in the party as Mr Patil’s 
cabinet is still very heavily loaded 
in favour of one section of the 
Congress!I) There are various sec¬ 
tions that are dissatisfied because 
they are not represented in (he 
cabinet and till today, the chief 
minister has not been able to clear 
bis five nominees for membersip in 
the Legislative Council. 

The party's functioning in the 
state still seems to be dictated by 
the whims of the AlCC(l) observers. 
For instance^ G K. Moopanar, AlC* 
C(ll general secretary, recently 
wrote to the MPCC(1) president 
Mrs Prabha Rao, recommandmg 
the name of a person for the seat 
for minorities in the council. Mr 
Moopanar, with or without the con¬ 
sent of the Prime Minister, wrote 
that Mr Rajiv Gandhi was among 
the MLAs, MPs and other party 
members who wanted Mr S- Khan 
to get the seat. 

Mr Pet>uNilang>.kar'is ministry 
seems a stable one but its moment 
of truth will come after the mon¬ 
soon session of the Assembly ends 
in early August. He will then have 
to expand his cabinet which he has 
been promising for some months, 
and it will be a momeni when his 
troubles will begin anew. Sharad 
Pawar who believes in manipula¬ 
tive politics is waiting for this 
opportunity. It is believed that 
many legislators have been meet- 
ing him and he needs about B4 
persons to walk out of the Congres- 
s(l). According to sources close to 
him. such a situation may arise and 
that, they conclude, would be the 
best way of paying back Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Pawar has no love lost for the 
Patil -Nilangekar government,a fact 
obvious trom the way he supported 
the Shiv Sena in (he mayoral elec¬ 
tions in Bombay. Members of his 
party have asserted that they 
shared their first and second pre¬ 
ference votes with the Janata Party 
BTid Bharatiya Janaia Party in the 
recent elections to the Legislative 
Council and gave their third prefer¬ 
ence votes to the Shiv Sena which 
enabled Sudhir Joshi to be elected 
of ter Omgressi 11’s Sat i sh Pedneka r 
was eliminated in the third round 
iii voting. 

<%a feiira. Bambai 
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TAMIL NADU 

All Set for a Comeback 

Ro/iv Gcmdhi*s visit boosts CongressflJ's image 


T he nauive Ceagreas rally in 
Madras on 15 July might lead to 
the resurrection of the party in Tamil 
Nadu. For U years the Con^ss bad 
been confined to political Yhldemess 
by the Tamils who erere bitten by the 
C^svida bug. Under Mrs Gandhi's 
leadership the party adopted a 
strategy of political expediences* 
merrying end divorcing one of the 
Dravida parties without any qualms. 
The Congress<l)'8 alliance with the 
AlADhfK in 1977 was broken and a 
new relationship established with 
the DMK in 1960. As the DMK's 
fortunes began to sag. Mrs Gandhi 
with characteristic insouciance, 
veered close to the AlADMK that 
was soaring to new reelms of popu< 
larity under MGR. The Congres^l) 
AlADMK alliance was a resounding 
success In the 1984 Lok Sabhe and 
Assembly elections. 

All along* the Congress leaders in 
Tamil Nadu were puppets in the 
hands of the Delhi based bigwigs of 
the party. The party fell into utter 


bad times with no local support, no 
credibility, total inertness in the per* 
ty's rank and file, rampant factional* 
ism and above all no local leaders of 
suture. 

On 13 July one sew e new* reviial* 
ised end exuberant Congress in the 
state. The sheer high spirits of the 
party cadre talks about an upswing 
in (Im party's fortunes in the years to 
come. The Congress rally was held to 
mark tho centenary celebrations. It 
was held on 1$ July to coincide witb 
the 83rd birth anniversary oi the late 
Congress stalwart X. Kamaraj. The 
procession was ten kat long with 
Congress volunteers packed like sar* 
dines. In between the thick surge of 
people were the vans and gaudy 
floats depicting the various land* 
marks in the bitiory of the Congress. 
Apert from the staggering site of the 
rally, what was noteworthy was the 
excitement that generated about 
having a darshan of Rafiv Gandhi. 

All credit for the thundering sue* 
cess of the rally goes to G.K. Moopa 


Concert for Ethiopia 



aillloa far ihTvkSw^tlw 

part Mode JeaaBaii.fiemiea.n/r ^ TW ihim 

tiiiiiifiif ky IrWi reck ftsr Bob titldif ixbevr righti._ 


nar the AlCC(i) general secretary 
His men were given the charge to 
conduct the rally Mr Palaijjyandi. 
Mr Ramamoorthy and others belong¬ 
ing to the Moopanar clique. «:itended 
to the arrangements with teal and 
meticulous care. 

The security that was provided for 
the PM was unprecedented. The en¬ 
tire area was sealed so that the 
public was not allowed to witness the 
procession from where the special 
dies was erected for the PM to watch 
the colourful pageantry. The dias 
was shielded on three sides and from 
the top with IS mm steel places chick 
enough to stop a bullet fired from a 
powerful rifle from a distance of 100 
metres. 

At ihe press conference, w’hen he 
was asked if the massive rally led 
him to believe that the Congress 
could now stand on its own feet and 
stage a comeback in Tamil Nadu, the 
PM said, “1 hope so. I have always 
said, even when I was a general 
secretary of the AlCCill. that the 
Congress should stand on its own 
feet. That policy has nut changed." 
However, he hastened to add that it 
did not imply that the arrangement 
with the AlADMK would be termin¬ 
ated. 
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Indian Summer at Wimbledon 

Vijay Amrilra/ and flamesh Krishnan enihraii tennis-lovers 


L ike two kites in • summer wind. 

Vi)ay Acnricraj end Ramesh 
Krishnan soared high tn the Wimble* 
don skies belying the void (hat exists 
in Indian tennis. As always, they did 
India proud. As always^ they lell 
when greater success seemed within 
(heir grasp. 

Vijay Amritraj. flashing his capti 
vatlng smile provided welcome relief 
to spectators whose senses continue 
to be assaulted by the behaviour and 
utterances of some of the top stars. 
His victory over the talented 11th 
seeded Frenchman Yannick Noah 
was the piece de resistance of his 
Wimbledon journey. The dusky 
Frenchman, an exciting physical 
player who moves magnificently and 
flings himself acrobatically to re* 
trieve impossible shots, seemed to be 
handicapped by an injury to his (eft 
thigh. A Frenchman sitting next to 
me in the press box confided chat 
Noah is afflicted by an unidentifiable 
virus. I can still see him virus and all. 
chasing an Amriiraj dropshot, 
bounding from behind the baseline 
like a gaselle. getting his racket tn 
the bail before it died, but hining it 
into the net, then vaulting the net. 
and confronting a surprised Amriiraj 
"eye bair to '‘eye ball.'* Ever since 
he won the French Championships in 
1983, Noah has slipped into a valley, 
pinned down by niggling injuries and 
mental pressures, imprisoned In the 
demanding pressure* of an over en* 


thusiastic French public. 

Vijay Amriiraj, in sharp contrast, 
With his back strapped in a suppvn, 
conserved his stamina, measured his 
effort in short bursts of powerful 
serve and decisive volley. Vijay 
made the breakthroughs by chipping 
his opponent's service on the rise and 
moving rapidly to the net, hustling 
his opponent and putting pressure on 
him to produce a winning volley out 
of Vijay's teleKopic reach. It was a 
tactic that paid rich dividends and 
could have also got him past Heins 
Guenthardi of Swiiierland for a 
place ia the last eight. But Vijay had 
drawn deeply on his limited reser¬ 
voir of stamina and the wiry, wily 
Guenthardi. an expert doubles play¬ 
er, found the correa angles and 
openings once too often. Noah bad 
taken the sting out erf Vijay’s game. 

For Vijay the vintage years are 
fading away, the sleek deadly breath¬ 
taking winners which stunned the 
greatest players in the game, are few 
and far between. It is sad that his 
rich talent could oot blossom into a 
victory in me of the Grand Slam 
tournaments. It seems he lacked the 
perseverance and the all consuming 
effon to reach the summit. Having 
said that, one wonders if a few lucky 
breaks in some of the epk matches 
he lost at Wimbledon, would have 
catapulted him to the top of the 
tennis world 

Ramesh Krishnan. who unlike Vi* 


jty, has less behind, and more ahead 
of him, had his test Wimbledon ever. 
To the cogrusam the Krishnan magic 
i» like a magnet. They enjoy the cool 
inscrutable facial mask with tht 
smooth, silent but deadly counter- 
punch which is the hallmark of 
Ramesh's game. One of the rungs to 
the very top, is an additional de¬ 
molishing shot, like Lendl's fore¬ 
hand. or Connors' doublehander, or 
McEnroe's service. This, it seems, is 
what he lacked, when he had Con¬ 
nors by the jugular—a set etch and S 
games to 2 in the third. Connors 
moved into an audibly higher gear, 
as he pulled out an extra step from 
his 33-year-old limbs, to chase Krish- 
nan's ^ots like a predator making a 
kill. He broke loose from Krishnen's 
grasp and hammered his way to a 
decisive victory. A total fifteen set* 
vice breaks in this match were the 
statistics which highlighted the very 
high Quality service return of both 
players and a need for Ramesh to 
develop more penetration and varia¬ 
tion on his serve. By Spartan train¬ 
ing and dedication, he has built up 
his stamina and sharpened his gaftie 
and reflexes, under the watchful eye 
of his father and Harry Hopman, to 
top international level, Hopman was 
enthusiastic and optimistic about 
Ramesh'b chances of climbing higher 
and did not rule out hopes of success 
io same of the major tournaments. 

Where would Indian tennis have 
been but for the Krishnan and Amrit- 
raj families? In a very tough world, 
they have overcome the ihortcom* 
ings in the Indian tennis scene, with 
amesing dedication and enterprise 
and total family support so rare in 
modern tennis. 
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INOO-PAK RELATIONS 



The Big Chill 

Good neighfaouriiness gives woy lo bod Wood 


R elations between India and 
PakustHn hdve recently touched 
a nvw low. While there have been 
many sweoi word« and ^i:ture$ of 
friendship Jmi of good ncighbourli* 
naan duriiiK the recent lndo-Paki«tan 
^oini commission nieetinn held dur* 
inn (be first week of July in New 
Delhi, relHiions soured thereafter. 
Although the report made by Amer¬ 
ican Bruddi.asiinp, Corporal ion (AECj 
of p.ikiston's iiuccessful testing last 
month of US inade Krytron electro* 
nic trlgttm fur nuclear bombs, may 
not have come as a big surprise to the 
Indm gnvornmenr, this report es well 
as PukisiHM Pr<*sidi*nt Zia ul Kuq's 
reteiit rifcrtncv^ to Kashmir just 
two weuks bofnre I'akistuii foreign 
seiicidiv Nia^ Naik's visit to India 
have wnrsvned reUtiocis lietween the 
two countries considerably 
Moreover, repiirts of the special 
court trial in l.ahore uf the 14 per 
sons who high tacked the two Indian 
Aiilmes planes to Lahore (19bl and 
1084) haw increased tension be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan. On 11 
.Tills* Harmimler Singh, one of those 
on trial fen the mh4 highjacking, is 
reported to have said in cuurr “Has 
not Iinliu Itighjackc'd an entire state 
with millions of people in reiaining 
its control over the territory in Jam 
mu and KHsbmir'^" Harminder Singh, 
as repotted in thv 1 ukistani papers 
un 12 July is said to have cold the 
court dial the two objectives of the 
hichjackinif were to draw the atren- 
tion of the world to the “deiermina- 
lion of the Sikh community to set up 
an independent homeland and to 
bring Indhi's illegal detention of 
Kasl^u to an end." 

Tlie trial is being seen heic as an 
attempt by the Pakistan goveinment 
CO politicise the pioceedmgs in order 
to use the special court as a platform 
for propaganda against India. The 
inclusion of Gango Singh Dhillon, an 
American citireri, in the list of de¬ 
fence witnesses (this list has not yet 
been sent to India) has also provoked 
sharp reactions in New Delhi. G.S. 
Dhillon (whose wife is *i close frieod 
of President Zia's wife—the tvro 
women grew up in Kenya) made a 
few provocative «tacement« when he 
visited Nankana Saheb in Pakistan 
last November. The Nawai Weqi ol 6 
November 1984 quoted G.S. DhiUon 
as saying that “the persons who 
murdered Indira Gandhi were held 
in the same esteem as was Alamdin 


Uen Zle: Mvwmi cold 

in the eyes of the Muslims." In thv 23 
November ivsoe of ./asarat Dhillon 
said, “Indira Gandhi’s assassins are 
heroes for uv" Dhillon is also re¬ 
ported lo have said in Nawaj U’aqr 
that Sikh troops in the Indian army 
w>uld not remain silent anymure Nur 
would Sikh employees working in thv 
Indian government remain silent 
spectators. 

Ironicallv, the holding of the trial 
was initially seen an indication of 

THIMPHU TALKS 


PakistanH sincere efforts tu improve 
its relations with India. It can be 
recalled that 1984 was a had year for 
Irido Pak reJatinnsr with the Indian 
guvernmeni accusing the govern¬ 
ment of Pakibian of encouraging ter¬ 
rorism in India Ihe two foreign 
secreianes had met m lslamal>ad last 
May and were scheduled ti» meet 
again in New Delhi later in thv year 
to discuss bilateralism, but the fnvei- 
ing was called rjft because the Indian 
government believed that Pakistan 
was training pro Khalislan elements 

In April this year, alter the 
announcement ol the trial of the 
hijackers of The two Indian Airlines 
planes, foreign secretary R<imvsh 
Bhandari went to islamabad. In July, 
the Indo Pakistan joint commission 
met m New Delhi and ai the end of 
thi* month the two foreign seC retar 
les were supposed lo meet once again 
in New Delhi But the olive branches 
S4)un withered and old suspicions 
re-surfaced When the two foreign 
secretaries met in fsiamahad in 
April, ih« Pakistani officials led the 
Indians to believe that the tnal of the 
highjjckers would be over in three 
monihs. The irial is lar from over. 

Trade wav the biggest siumblmg 
block during the joint commission 
meeting Interestingly enough. Presi¬ 
dent Zia in July 1978. m his first 
import policy announcement eftei he 
took over, banned trade with India 
and in Januarv 1980, President Zia 
compared Kashmir to Paiesime nnd 
Namibia during ihe Islamic foreign 
minister's press conference The 
guestion now doing ihe luunds in 
South Block must be: 'What does ihe 
General next door really want: ssar 
or pc-ace^" 

MMktf M, Meir Mk 


Slow Progress 

Thenegotiafion.s ore adjourned tiJI 12 August 


T he most significaot outcome of 
the peace tdks arranged by India 
io Thimphu berween the Tamils and 
the representatives of the Sri Lectka 
government is that the Tamil mili¬ 
tants have been dragged from the 
battlefield into ibe negotiating (able. 
SiBca the racial haloeausi of 1989, 
the militants have emerged as a force 
(o reckon with and in the circumst¬ 
ances. any settlemeni arrived at 
without the paiticipation of the mill- 
taots would be futile. But for the first 
Cima, the militants were recognised 
aa a political force by the Sri Lenka 
government This is a moral victory 
for the guerilUa. 


The militants, unfortunately, 
reacted negatively and at first, 
boycotted the talks in protest against 
the ‘‘serious violations” of the cease¬ 
fire agreement by the Sri Lankan 
armed forces. It was difficult for the 
mUitanis to overcome their fear (hat 

the Sri Lanlta government wes out to 
cheat Them. They felt that the Thim¬ 
phu talks would meet with the same 
fate as the All Party Conference 
(APC) of 1984 when the TULF lost 
face. The miJltancs maintained that 
they could be brou^t to the nego- 
riating table only if the Sri Lanka 
government first submitted to the 
demands for regional autonomy. 


MW** *••• 
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RUST DESTROYS 

3-in«On« Brand Oil ii a 
must aeainst rust. A special 
blar»d of high-grade oils 
that cleansos. lubricates 
and protects. 



3-IN-ONE 

Brand Oil 


\ must against mst 


«.y«r«rTU a Co IK ^541A 


They felt their partidpatioB ia the 
calks would equate them with the 
TULF in the eyes of their people. 
One can understand the govenuBeni 
of India's ^woblem.Ii hi^ taken a 
considerable amount of pressure to 
get the Sri Lardia government to 
agree to negotiate with the mUitants 
whom they bad described as terror¬ 
ists. But just when they had per¬ 
suaded Che Sri Lanka governmenti 
the TunU milicancs proved to be 
intransigent. 

The centre summoned the leaders 
of the four main militant groups that 
have formed the Eelam National L« 
beration Front. Stressing the inpera 
five need to attend the talks. Indsa 
impresed upon the militants certaiu 
inevitable advantages of the Thim¬ 
phu talks. First by negotiating with 
the militonts, the Srt Lanka govern¬ 
ment has agreed to recognise them as 
freedom fighters who represent poli¬ 
tical aspirations of the Tamil people. 
The political legitinacy given to the 
militants by the Sri La^a govem- 
> meni has made India's position 
easier. India can no longer be ac¬ 
cused of harbouring Tai^ 'lerror- 
' isis.' But the militants' total rejection 
of the TULF wes unreesonable in the 
I context ol the negotiations. The 
TULF had an advantage because of 
their sheer experience in this sphere 
as the militants are novices in the art 
of negotiations and need a 'guiding 
force.' Regarding the militants' fear 
about the insincerity of the Sri Lanka 
government it has been said that if 
the Sri Lanka government again 
failed to put forward a proposal that 
met the legitimate aspirations of the 
Tamils it would stand indicted tn the 
eyes of the world. If the Sii Lankan 
government is insincere, then the 
Indian government would have the 
moral sanction to take appropriate 
steps to solve the problems ii the 
Tamils. 

With India's persuasion, the Thim¬ 
phu talks got going from B July. The 
Sri Lankan delegation was led by the 
President's brother and legal expert 
HecTor Jayewardene. The Tamils 
were represented by the TU1.F, the 
PLOT and the ENLP that comprises 
LTTE. EROS, EPRLE and TELO. The 
talks which were restricted to viola¬ 
tions of ceasefire began under 
high security and total secrecy. Even 
at Thimphu, one of the world's most 
geograpbicaDy isolated places^ elab^ 
rate care was taken to ensure that 
the participants were cordoned off 
and no information was given out to 
joumalisis. 

The talks which began on a cordial 
note progressed well as long as it 
focused upon the strict implementa¬ 
tion of ceasefire. The Srt Lanka de¬ 
legation announced the release of 


$43 Tamil political detenus (accord¬ 
ing to i^fici^ figures there are 1197 
prisoners while the Tamils claim that 
2S00 persons are under arresc). 
However, the talks ran into rough 
weather over the question of region¬ 
al autonomy. Mr Jayewardene's offer 
of tbe district councils was in princi¬ 
ple idenrical to what was presented 
to the TULF at the time of the All 
Party Conference in December 19B4 
and was totally rejected by the 
Tamils. As Mr Balasingbam, official 
spokesman of the LTTE told Sunday 
"How can they expect the miliunts 
to accept proposals which even the 
moderates (the TULF) rejected?" As 
tbe talks threatened to break down 
with the Tamils rejecting the propos¬ 
als which did not in any way fulfil the 
asparailons of their people and the 
Sri Lankans inclined to adopt a 'take 
it or leave it* attitude Romesh Bhan- 
dari, the Indian foreign secretary 
rushed to Thimphu to resume the 
talks which were then adjourned till 
12 August. Significantly it is the first 
lime rut the Tamils have been able 
to put up a strong united front. This 
Itself is half the battle won because 
the Sri Lankan government had 
quite previously capitalised on the 
internal dissensions among the 
Tamils. 

Mr Balasingham made it clear that 
the Thimphu talks could be resumed 
only if the Sri Lanka government 
first puts forward fresh proposals for 
regional autonomy. They would re¬ 
quire a new sec of proposals as a 
basis for negotiations. However, at a 
pce&s conference In Madras on IS 
July.Rajiv Gandhi indicated that it 
would not be proper for the Tamils to 
establish these sort of preconditions. 
Mr Balasingham emphasised that the 
militants could not afford to extend 
the ceasefire in view of (he arms 
purchases by the Sri Lanka govern- 
; ment. The government has been 
I shopping for guns, ammunition, gun¬ 
boats and aircraft from Pakistan and 
China while the ceasefire is in force. 
Moreover, man are being sent for 
commando training in Pakistan. In 
tbe circumstances it would be suicid¬ 
al for the militants to extend the 
ceasefire. 

The Tamil militants deny reports 
that India ia favouring them. They 
have claimed that India is exerting 
pressure both on the Tamils as well 

as the Sri L^nka government. Howev¬ 
er, the militanu have urged India not 
to force them to accept proposab 
that do not meet the legitimate 
aspirations of the Tamils unless the 
Sri l^nka government's proposal! 
are meanin^ul and effective. 
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SRI LANKA 


The Plot to Kill Jayewardene 


Was it a move to discredit the Tamils? 


T he bomb plot (o ellefiedly kill 
President Jayewerdene in Col¬ 
ombo on IJ July has led lo more 
scepticism than outrage. The *sensa- 
tional disclosure' prompts question 
marks, not eHClamation marks. There 
>v8s something so fishy about the 
>vho1e episode that the Sri Lanka 
government allowed the incident to 
fizrle out. And that m itself causes 
eyebrows to be raised. 

On 11 July,at a hurriedly convened 
press conference, minister of state 
Anandatisa De Alwis announced that 
an alert police officer had foiled a | 
plot by the Eelam Revolution Orga | 
nisation of Students (EROS) to kill ; 
the President, According to him. at 
6 4S am. the police officer detected 
throe persons behaving in a suspi¬ 
cious manner in a jeep parked near 
the Si Lucia cathedral about three 
kms ftom the President’s office. He 
noticed that the youths were fiddling 
with a device inside the vehicle. The 
police officer tried to apprehend the 
youths, but though he managed to 
capture the driver, the other two ran 
away. One of them, hovrever, was 
caught by (he public and handed 
over. Two packages of Indian made 
gelignite weighing SO kg and 70 kg , 
wired together with a tuning device 
set for 9.00 am vrere seised from the 
vehicle. Three youths, Ranganathan. 
Ranjari and Jeyakumar, all belong¬ 
ing to the EROS were arrested 
According to Mr De Alwis. the youths 
confessed that the target was the 
Presidential secretariat as rha Presi¬ 
dent would have been driving in to 
his office at the time of (he ezpiCK 


The amateurishness of (be whole 
plot made it look highly suspect. The 
EROS has successfully exploded 
bombs m and around Colombo. Since 
the July holocausi of 1983, the EROS 
explod^ eight bombs in Colombo 
including the bomb blast at rhe 
Lanka Oberoi Hotel in September 
1964. They were also behind the 
bomb blast at the Kaiunayake air- 
pon during British Premier Margaret 
Thatcher's visit and also master¬ 
minded the bomb blast at the army 
headquarters on 29 April 198S in 
which four military advisors and two 
sentries were killed. In this blast, the 
Taj Samudra and the Intercon- 
linentil Hotel were else damaged. In 
the circumsiences it is difficult to 
believe that they would have failed 
so badly in this attempt. Another fact 
that raises doubts is chat the press 
had published that the President was 
suffering from influensa. He bad can¬ 
celled all engagements and was re¬ 
cuperating it home. Again, it is diffi¬ 
cult to believe (hat the EROS mem 
bers did not check (bis before 
attempting (o assassinate the Presi 
dent. 

Strangely, a number of contradic¬ 
tory statements were issued by the 
government. While De Alwis «:]aimed 
(hat (he target was (he President’s 
secretarial, the Colombo police indi¬ 
cated that the bomb was probably 
tneani to be placed at the Colombo 
High Court which is now hearing the 
case of a Roman Catholic pnest. 
Father Abaranam Sinnarayer. who 
has been charged under the Pteven 
non ^ Terrorism Act. The timing of 
the alleged bomb blast is significant. 


It came the day after the Tamils had 
rejected out rights the proposals for 
autonomous district councils pul for¬ 
ward by HecioT Jayewardene in 
Thimphu where the peace talks were 
going on. The Tamils are therefore 
convinced that the whole plot was 
stagemanaged by the Sri Uinka gov¬ 
ernment to discredit the Tamil mili¬ 
tant organisadohs. According to the 
Tamils, the plot was a move to sabot¬ 
age the Thimphu talks so that the Sri 
Lanka government could wriggle out 
of a political sell lament wtih the 
Tamils while shifting the blame for 
the breakdown in the talks on them. 

AU the six Tamil groups have de¬ 
nied the involvement of EROS in the 
bomb plot The denials were issued 
at Thimphu and at Madras. The 
Eelam National Liberation Front 
comprising the four main mllitam 
groups including the EROS stated, 
"The Sri Lankan defence miniscry, 
(he police headquarters and the in¬ 
formation ministry have come out 
wiih contradictory statamenis which 
indicate that the story is a baseless 
lie invented by the Sri Lankan gov¬ 
ernment to lernish the Image of the 
Eelam Liberation movement. The 
adoption of such notorious tactics 
dearly shows that the Sri Lanka 
government ha* no sincere intention 
to bring about a fair and just solution 
(0 the Eelam national question by 
peaceful negotiations.'* 

In an interview with $umi>ay, the 
3S-year-old executive committee 
member of EROS, V. BeUkumar 
said. ‘'Our organisation has n> *-3r 
believed in annihilation of indi¬ 
viduals. We have consistently been 
against murderv and bank robberies. 
In fact, we have had differences of 
opinion with other Eelam groups 
over these issues. Our main emphasis 
has been to damage tourism and to 
deliver a lethal blow to SrJ Lanka's 
economy. This is why we heve been 
staging bomb blasts in Colombo, pv- 
(iculerly in hotels so that tourists wJU 
be forced to keep away from Sri 
Lanka. In some ol Che blasts, a few 
persons have been killed accidental¬ 
ly, but it has never been our inten¬ 
tion to kill an individual.” According 
to him, a few members of EROS have 
been arrested. When asked whether 
a dusident group of the EROS was 
responsible for the blast, Mr Balaku- 
mar said, "Yes. 1 have also heard this 
version. It is just not true. Our entire 
group is committed to observing the 
cease-hre. We have no dissxdence 
because decisions are taken at a 
grassroot level and transmitted up¬ 
wards. However, I would like to ^QA 
that dissidence may raise its head if 
(he cease-fire Is prolonged.” 

Aidto Piaap. Ma*ea 
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In two minds about 
which moped to choose? 
^ * It's essential to look 



r the essentials first 
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V V nen you're lookingarourKl for a mped. look beyond 
the frills. At things that really matter. Arid you'll discover 
what makes the TVS 50 XL your best bet. 
To begin with, it is spedficaify aeated for two. Its engine 
is the most powerful one in its dass, with an unusually 
high torgue. So rls pulling power is greater. And It can 
- easily go up slop^, even doubles. It has a pa yload 
capacity of 130 kg. So it’s a real work^horse. 
Its chassis too is a lot sturdier. As for the 
ft’ ,A suspension, it has hydraulic shock absorbers 
^ ■ \ with variaUe rated springs. The kind you find 
^.1 on bigger bikes. So naturally. It can tackle 
1^. f vao^ng road and load conditions with ease. 


SUNDARAM-aAnON LTD 


Consider pulling power, gradability, 
carrying capacity, the chassis, ^ 

the suspension and fuel econr^yj^ 
And then compare the price. 


Here are Ks outstarKling features: 

• The most powerful ef> 9 ine—it delivers 2.13 BHP wrth 
an unusually high torque of 3.6 Nm. 

• Uniquely engineered transmission wrth twin-plate dutch 
and chain drive for efficient power defivery, 

• Specially designed variable rated shodr absorbers and 
dual seat for riding comfort. 

• Rugged, single-piece tubular chassis to cut out wobWe 
and unsteadiness, for precise handling and safely. 

• Urrique Reed Vah/e induction assures high fuel effipency 

and better pick-up. 

In just five years, TVS mopeds have crossed tfte 3.00,000 
mark. And proved their superionty. Country-wide. 






really love 
your wife? 

HJMIfeHow much 
MlU^you really 

nH'^l^ love your 
*W''' .'nS wife has a 
lot to do with 
te pressure cooker 
/vu will gel for her. If 
you like your wife just a little, 
just about any pressure cooker 
will do. Love her a little more? 
Buy her a better, a little more 
reliable one. 

But if you love her more than 
you love life itself, gel her the 


pressure cooker that is the safest and if you have a spurious safely 
Get her the New Prestige. plug» it could prove a risk lo the 

^ Pwoo nearest the cooker. With 

the New Prestige, the 

Because only New Prestige has steam safely, 

Q_ the unique gasket surely, 

release system downwards. 

(GRS)~a Push in the gasket with 
unique safety a spoon and the pressure cooker 
M « device buili into is ready for use again. 


Ig K the lid of Che 
w ■ cooker‘-'that 

makes it 100% safe. 

If the weight veni gets clogged, 
excess steam builds up inside 


If you truly love your wife, 
how can you refuse to 
get her a Prestige 1 


There is never the slightest worry 
when it's a New Prestige. That's 
why ii's the safest pressure 
cooker you can buy. For 

someone you love. 99 






Product 






Only New Prestige is 100% safe. Only New Prestige has the (»S. 
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Mtnjo (righr And Khern.co prndiic<nofSfcni> Theme 


(Fmi ri|h( Mkft) Stakfev Kipur, Dt«t Dm. NttMT^Ito SM «d BkMi 


W ith the airing of Tit* 
liyi^rt, s satire on the 
fccentricic i esof h igh aoc ie« 
ty women, Shobh a Doctor 
ha) become a name to 
reckon with in the field of 
TV serials. Besides being 
the chief executive of Con¬ 
cept Advertising, she his 
al so successfully put ou t 


four programmes on the 
national network as an in¬ 
dependent producer. In* 
spired by the success of 
Modelia ChataU, one of 
the first independent pro 
duciions to be televised, 
Shobha went on to make 
her next serial. Humfog 
which still continues to be 
a crowd-puller. Though 
the credits claim that the 
serial i$ co-producfd by 
Doordarshan and Time 
and Video Communica¬ 
tions < which is Shobha*s 
production company), it is 
difficult to believe that 
Doordarshan’s contribu¬ 
tion is more than token. 
fiumhg is also the only 
programme which sired 
during prime time twice a 
week. Shoblji has also re¬ 
ceived an offer of exten¬ 
sion for Idhar Udhar 
which was stopped after a 
few episodes. But it is 
rumoured that she was not 
happy with the way the 
serial was shaping up. and 
has turned down the offer. 


A nother successful pro¬ 
ducer Manju Singh, 
whose Show nieme lasted 
for over a year <6S iiuial* 
mentsh has got the go- 
ahead from Doordarshan 


for her new serial Ek 
Kakani. The programme 
Kheduled to be televised 
from August wiU feature a 
20*minuie*play based on 
shon stories wntten by 
contemporary Indian wri¬ 
ters. At the beginning of 
each serial a three-minuie 
time will be devoted to 
introducing the autluvs. 


Amrita Pritam's Junglee 
Bcoti is ready for viewing. 
According to Manju, when 
tbe J nanpith Award vrin - 
ner saw a recording of the 
play, she was moved to 
tears. The director is Day- 
al Nihalani, the one-iime 
aasistant to Shyam Be- 
Degal. 

M ore and more film¬ 
makers are joining 
the sitcom bandwagon. 
Kundan Shah, who 
directed Ytb Jo Hailin' 
dagi, waa followed by Sal 
Tarenj pye ( A dos Pados). 
fiasu Omtter jee too joined 
the fray with Rajam- And 
now Anil Jejani. who had 
made a film. Parmer, a 
couple of years back, is 
currently busy with a se¬ 
rial called Bamhax Men 
ifer whose cast includes 
Benjamin CiUaai. 

Madhuri Dixit and Mathar 
Khan. 

S hekhar Kapur who 
failed to make an im¬ 
pression on the silver 
screen has mude an im 
pressive debut in Khen- 
daan. Shekhar who always 
wanted to be a star, 
however, made it big as i 
direaot. With ibe success 
of Maaooa. he graduated 
to a whis*director from 
being just Hie 'boy-friend 
of Slubana Asni.' 


i. 


P rotiffla Bedi*i guest 
appearance m one of 
the episodes of Ahandaan. 
has proved to be a disas¬ 
ter. Sex appeal notwith¬ 
standing. her poor and 
boring acting has put off 
viewers. One only hopes 
that in future, she will 
stick to her own domain: 
Odissi dancing 
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And thmi't net 

• T«chnlotl know bow knO 
plint from woHd ronownod 
W^POH DiNflO 
MANUFACTUmNQ CO. 
ITO . JA^AN. 

• Trial rum eommoneod ~ 
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» High Toohnologv Plant with 
Continwoua Compu l oftaad 
Controla antf fast Mna 
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Plam and Corrugatad 
Shaata — fOO% Import 
aubatituta' 

• Aaawrad Marhat. 

« 80CC and Waalth TOK 
Panafita for Invaatora 

• Uadng In Stock Cachangat 
at Calcutta. Bombay and 
Oalhi. 


August *9 I9a4 *« lowMoho*'>><>•« 

Ol lnd« t h(«l p>Of» t *o fMorwIot •%.<«> 
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rtw prodtAh, ptaiHAif/ bang •nipcHiad. 
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«N«f *0 rh« pvbln ta.M.OOO Epwiir 

Shorok of It IC ooiU lor coth el per An 
opperruAity foi you ro thero fh* 
•ron^dt ol thit dynomu rompony 
poivod fe* o IromondoHt groHrth 
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SPOTLIGHT 


me before hut ench lime 
he uieJ ro do •to ihe K^r* 
ndliika ^overomont would 
ihwHrt his pUns, itiimK 
him with promises <d lion 
oririvm. housinij nnd 
other feciJities-'most cl 


A fter the Hdkesh Shar* 
ma Kevikh Malhotra 
combine, it will be the 
turn of the N.C. Bhat A. 
Rudhiikrijhnan duo. 

One uf them will fly 
on bourd ihc US spue 
shuttle some time in the 
middW of next ysur Titey 

tire slated to iinderKO 
some pr*dimto«iry iiaininK 
here and further intensive 
trainme r»i sia moi'ilis in 
the US before beinit space 
bound Whoever goe^f 
will actually be the 
first Indian a»troneut. 

II i> task will be to deploy 
the third Indian multi¬ 
purpose satellite. Inset 1C, 
in orbit. 


H eveldar Ya^hwent 
Raoji Jedev is a re¬ 
tired jawarw>wiih a differ¬ 
ence. He is said to have 
been endowed with an «x- 
iraordinary ability of cur 
iiig polio victims by a spe¬ 
cif therapy, which was 
passed on to him from his 
Bunj. Every day dose ns of 
polio victims queue up at 
his open-air clinic for 
treatment. How successful 
his therapy has been ran 
be judiad from (he fKt 
that he has cured more 
than 2.000 polio victims. 

But now, after nearly a 
decade's stay in Banfa- 
lore, ihe therapist has VashwaniRaeJI J»d»v 
finally decided to close 
shop. Recently, he packed 
his bags and left for his 
native viUase, Sangli, in 
Maharashtra. Burraucra 
tic apathy, apparently, 
prompted him to make 
such a move. He had 
threatened to close his cli- 


SrSparae Banerjte 

Wonder Girl 


A 2S-yearHdd tl^aduate 
trom Calcuttu’s 
Jadavpur university Sri 
parnaBanerjee lus almost 
alwayh gut what she work 
ed for In swiminhiK she 
shattered the stoics SO 
metre butterfly record tor 
juniors. In 1974, she hud 
broken a 14-yeHr brca*tt 
stroke rucord for all aK«” 
grouos. Inspired by her 
Sbtcessfs. the West Bengal 
government made the fea¬ 
ture film Koiiy; Sripoui.^ 
played the lead role m the 
film, which buggad the 
Presidenrs award. 

Sriparna turned her 
attention to ruwiny—,ind 
ekcelled again. Today she 
is the proud winrter of 
more tankards (rne most 
coveted prize in rowing in 
India) than one can hope 
for, the latest being fur the 
first place in the just con¬ 
cluded itatJonaU in Mad 
ra$. 


which remained tm paper 
He will be missed by 
thousands of pulu* victims. 
One can only hope iie con¬ 
tinues the suoJ work in 
Sangli Needless to say. 
BangaJorr will misv his 
healing touch. 


Knat IS an engineer 
with the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation. Bang- 
ulorc. and Rudhakrishnan 
Winks at ihe Vikram 
Sj;.ibhai Space Centre. 
1 nvofidrum. 


UiAoina RbUo^ appreciate the intricacies 
^IKig/ng Daim aesthetic value of bah 

let. She was chosen to 

T o rho famous Dhrupadi assess the performances of 
(IjMseme from Cakut famous ballet artistes 
lu. Ciieicie Jalan. the in- from Russia, America, Bn* 
ntaijon to be a judge at tain, Argentina, Cuba, 
(he international ballet Turkey lapan and China, 
vompeiiiion in Moscow She was recently 
came as an unexpected selected ^oint ebairperson 
h'Miour. Ballet, she be- of UNESCO*s Intemation* 
1 1 eves, is not ho.* territory, a) Theatre Institute dance 
But the competition's commiicee in Canada, 
organiscTs wanted know- alon^ with Robert Geof* 
ledge of an accomplished frey of the Jefferson Ballet 
classical dancer to Group of USA. 


Cbetna Jalan 


The Chess Kid 


hardcover published by 
Lancer International 


Love and War 

J ohn Masters is not tlie 
only writer-soldier in 
the Indian publishing 
field. Our own brave war¬ 
riors too can turn our tor¬ 
rid tales of love and war. 
H.S. GilL a senior army 
officer, already has iwo 
novels to his credit. His 
first effort produced the 
succMsful Ashvs and Pet 
tfa—a story of war-torn 
leva. The latest book, ti¬ 
tled Th9 Commiaaent is. 
4ec in his own regiment. 

It U a slick ano slim 


P erhaps not the first— 
but the best. That was 
the prize India's chess pro¬ 
digy Rohini Khadilker 
won for her performance 
in the recently concluded 
Women's Interaatienal 

Chess Championship in 
Moscow. She beat Asia's 
first woman grandmaster. 
Liu Shilan of China and 
finished I3 in the cham¬ 
pionship Her ganVi was 
adjudged the best in tha 
tournament, and sha has 
been invited to particlpata 
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A Vegetarian Cure 

V egetarian women are 
about two times less 
likely thin other women to 
develop gallstones, 
according to results of 
what researches at Oxford 
university described as 
the largest study of gall' 
scones ever undertaken. 

The researchers said that 
(he two-year study also showed that gallstones were 
more common among women who were overweight or 
had a family history of the condition and that (he risk 
Increased with age. Because gallstones are twice as 
prevalent among women as men and the condicioo 
usually strikes in middle age. the study was confined to 
middle eged women. 


Light: A Source of Food 

T he discovery of a one celled organism that uses light 
for food—(he first animal known to do so—could lead 
to an understanding of how light is converted to other 
energy forms. Ehwiously, only plants and bactena were 
known to phoioiynthesise, a process in which light is 
changed to energy. Pil*Soon ^ng of Texas university 
found evidence of photosynthesis in a blue-green trusi' 
pet'Shaped protOK^an called stentcr coeru/eus. 


Test for Vitamin Deficiency 

A n inherited vitamin deficiency, which can cause 
mental retardation in new bom babies if not 
treated quickly, can now be detected by doing a test. 
Doctors at the Medical Collage of Virginia say that the 
victims of this disease do not produce an cntyme that 
allows their bodies to recycle the vitamin biotin. The 
resulting symptoms are so subtle that they sometimes go 
unnoticed until permanent brain damage has occurred. 





Antidote for Mountain Sickness 

A pill, acetasolmide, for 
conquering mountain 
sickness has been success' 
fully tested by the Birm¬ 
ingham Medical Research 
Expeditionary Society. 

Above 16.000 feet moun- 
^ uin climbers face prob* 
leoss as their bodies start 
'*to die* because of re* 
duccd oxygen intake. Even at much lower altitudes they 
suffer from nausea and headaches. The condition 
worsens as they go higher and higher and it is estimated 
that after spending e couple of days over an altitude of 
26,000 ft, most suffer from brain damage. However, 
tolerance cUffeis fiom person to person end there are 
some remain unaffected even at greet heights. 
Twenty climbers from the society spent two weeks at 
high altitudes in the Himachuli reginn of Nepal. Ten of 
them took placebos (medicine given ro humour rather 
than cure the patient) end ten acetaxulaiide, a drug long 
regarded as being capable of countering mountain 
sickness. The people taking the drug performed IS per 
cent better than the ones who took the false pill. What is 
more important, they did not lose muscle mass at the 
same rate and remained stronger for longer periods. 


Saving an Endar^ered Species 

S uccessful breeding in captivity of ten numbats, one 
of the world's smallest marsupials, has raised hopes 
that (he tiny animals—an adult numbat can be held in 
one hand^an be saved from extinction. According to 
(he Ausirahan Scteoce and Energy Newsletter, numbats 
were orKe a common sight in southern Australia, but 
clearing of their woodland habitat has left only two 
colonies of them in the southern pan of western 
Australia. Numbats are listed as an endangered species 
by the World Wildlife Fund, which has sponsored the 
breeding project. 


Curtail^ Hysterics 

R esearchers from the 
university of Roches- 

ter (New York) Medical (/ W j) 

Centre have shown some L ^ ^ *^*^1 

success in curbing the Br 

symptoms of what is called ^ 

pathologic laughing and \\ ^yy V\ 
weeping. These are the ywfly 

side-effects of multiple 
sclerosis, strokes, brain In¬ 
jury and some other diseases. In an experiment, they 
administered low doses of the enti-depressant drug, 
amitripyline, on 12 patients. While seven of them 
showed a *dramatic* improvement in 48 hours the 
condition of the others took a turn fo; the better, ^h of 
the four patients with uncontrolled laughing responded 
to the drug, while four of the ei^i who wept uAconiroU' 
ably did not. 


a War on Insects 

R esearch done on a sub' 

stance extracted from _ ,p 

*®®d of the neem tree \ 

has shown that there could 3 

be another weapon to fight 

the war against certain in- 1®^ 

sects, which have for Jong 5 fflCT 

plagued maokind. Sden- \ 

tins of the Max Planck 

Institute for Biochemjscry. 

near Mmich, have discovered that the substance, asar- 
o«chtiii, attacks that pan of the brain of the insects 
which controls the hormone level for the reproduction 
gn^h of larvae. Although the larvae survive, Aey 
t^et to reproduce. Iliii amnesia also affected locusta 
Md grasshoppers. The researchers now hope to study 
aJ ^eiSse* ^ esardirachcin u a safe biologic- 


weiasf^ inii»it*Mi 
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AFU» (IS AArtl—14 Mtyl This 
week will enuit s Qc»od deal 
oi expenditure but curb ei- 
iraveoance Thoae in busi¬ 
ness can 00 ahead with their 
pharts. This IS also a favourable period lor 
sludertis. Jobs are \n the offing tor those 
ur\emp4oyed. Those m love are advised to 
postpone marriage plans. A letter from 
abroad will brmg good tidmgs Take care of 
your health and diet 
Qeod dttH: 2a. 31 and 1 
Lackir numlan: 3, 6 and 9 
Favourable Ofredlon: East. 


l £0 (19 tegni-U SepMh 

barl Th $ IS a good week lor 
L creative ailists and lawyers 

jwjf F ^ Social and domesiic engage- 
■V^iUeeJ mcnis *Hi keep you busy bui 
da not Overstrain yourself ae tnis rnay have 
an adverse eflec on your health Those m 
service are advised not to neglect ihoir 
work However. ih« is an ideal lime to 
setiie lawsuits rtnenoeOy, some of you 
may ga'n money through «nhenlanc« 
6eM iakr > ? and 3 
Lucey mirelen 4 s w 7 
Faveerable atteefloe: North west 


B SMilTTAftlUS (IS Dacembar— 
14 Jieeiry) Tks is a good 
phase for ariists and stu¬ 
dents Tour health will im* 
piovu markedly Prulession- 
' als will be caHed upon to shoulder more 
j responsibiiittes not homtaie lo accept 
i challenging assignments The period is 
I good for love and mainmontai negntiaiions 
I However, things are not all ihai bright on 
' the home frorit 
' Good 4ites: 29. 3l and 2 
I LMky aembert; 5. h and 9 
Favtsrabli direetten: £asi 


m 


TAUfiUS (16 May—14 Jaee) 
This ii an excellent week tor 
lovers, you can prKted with 
marriage plans Fnends and 
reiahves will be very helpful 
Thia 1 $ a penicuiarly favouraoit phase for 
aporismen. A promoiion eannoi be ruled 
out for those ih service. However, 
bunnossmen should retrain from latang 
hasty decisions. The weekend wilt keep 
you busy with social engagements 
Good AiMi: 29» 30 and 31. 

Lvcfcy sembeft; 5. 7 and d. 

Favoarabka dlrsstlon: Norlh-aael. 


vmSO (IS SeatiiBber—II 
Octebar) Siudenis should 
fgp jfl make rhe tnoai out of lh*s 
JBK kicky phase 6uwn«ssmen 
and professionals should be 
wary oi er>errves do noi take even your 
Close irifods and reiet ves tor grameo The 
period IS d-eignriiea kk lovers However, 
the domesiic front we provide you vfih ab 
the mspiraeon lo overcome this bleak 
period 

Gee# dsiei: 30, 1 and 2 
Ucfey Avfflben: 7. a and 9 
Fsvavribfe UrMHeer Nonh 


^ CAPAICOGM (19 Januaty-14 
Fabmiry) This is tha oppor¬ 
tune lime for bachelors 10 gel 
married. Success m sN your 
ventures is s certainty lor 
moat of you Siudems wiit succeed m 
examinations Poiiticiena wni find this 
phase favourable A leiiet wiif bung good 
Mmgs Jobs are m the ofimg fot those 
unemployed Bui this is an unlucky period 
for buS'r>essmen. 

Geos Alter 30. 3T end 2 
Ledrif «imbeft; 2. 3 and 4 
Favsefiblt Alreclion: South 


(2(MINI (1b 4«M—14 My) 

Stow and steady progress on 
|w \ all fronts iS In store lor you 
Y f T thla week. BusmeBsmen wiM 
beg lucrative deals while a 
promotion cannot be ruled out for those in 
profession Creative artists and sportsmen 
will also iind this phase favourable The 
aiara ^ire brightly on the financial front, 
some of you may inhent property. A good 
week lor lovers 
Deed eaiet; 28. 30 and 2 . 

Lucky numbara: 2 . 4 and 8. 

Feveerabla dlrtcfloe: infest. 


II9GA (1$ 0ctfba?*-14 
NevaoMat) this week you wilt 
oome m contact with an v»> 
hueoiiai person who will be of 
irTMnenae nelp to you m the 

future A (oumey uriderlaken dunrtg (he 
middle ol the week wiR prove linancmky 
profitable On the professional from some 
of you may be promoted Busmessmen wiR 
also rnake steady progresa Sportsmen 
wdl benefit from this Nicky phase 
Good AMes: 20 . 29 and 1 . 

Lscfey Humbers: 3. 9 and 9. 

FneyriMff MrecBan; South-east. 


AOUABIUS 116 Fibrsajy—14 
MiKh) This Will oa a suc- 
cesslul week (or all ol you. 
Push your eifona 10 ihe 
utmosi and do not waste time 
on socialising Buimecsmen will get 
opportunities to expand their busineaa 
whke a promotion i$ in store tor profeiaioh- 
els On the econorrnc front, you may gain 
money tfirough an uncxpaoied source. 
Lovers can go ahead wiih marriage pfans 
GmA Atlei; 31. 2 and 3 
Ucty esmbari: 9. ? ar>a 9 
FmemWs dlredlaa: North-eaat, 


CANCCB (1b Mf-14 AifM) 

This is an ideal week fot 
marriage negotiations. On 
the economic front, some of 
you will gam through mhen- 
tance. Those emptoyeo win nnd their col¬ 
leagues and superiors extremely coopera- 
tlvs. A job is m the offing for the unem¬ 
ployed. Ai home, your children wM be a 
source of |oy. Howevei. do not invoNe 
yourself in legal matters. 

Gebd Altar 29. 1 and 3. 

LMky asmbers: i. 3 and 7. 

FrroecbMa AIrvcIMi: South. 


SCOHFtO (1b ■avunbir—14 
Gecenber) Th« <s a week ol 

inoed forturws. On the finan¬ 
cial front you rnay Sutter re¬ 
verses. One of your close 
relatives may suddenly W s«ck addmg io 
your hnanoal burden However, things look 
bright on the professional trcml, Thia is a 
favourable period lor those in love and 
intending to get mamed. Go not overstrain 
yourseff and guard your'neatth 
GeeA Aatai: 26. 29 wid 30. 

nvbert a. S and 6 
Fflawsble AIrvsIlee: West 


^ ^ A 


nbCEb (IS Mareb— 14 AMD 

This IS a lavpurabie week lor 
Those in love. Housewives 
will acquire new clothes and 
crnamenia You may even 
win a ioflery. Businessmen will have se¬ 
rious dffierencea of opinion with their part¬ 
ners Execuirvea may lace pioblema at 
office Be careful about ihe real esiate you 
own. A pteasam aurprise awaits you at the 
weekend. 

GoeA Aate: 29. 2 l> and 1 . 

Leaky asmbars; 6 . 6 and 9. 

FfVBvrtble StiwOen. Wesi 


For ttesa bers belweea 16 Jelr 14 Aefnl 

You are eseentlAlty helpful by nature However, your imenM seH-conadOuaneae restrains your being over-generous. You are aiao 
aware of the betuty and fwmony of sound, form and colour. Men born durirtg thia penod are viriit but emoUonaHy aenaitive. You are 
eaailypivintoieifeandyouoftenbecomtnoetaigte. A long period of depre s sion IS oube usual with you. You are poseeaKveand 
deeoeraieiy in need of understanding. Woman bom dunng this pheae do noi hesitete to taka up challenging sssignmema. 
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PANAJI: I( is incredible but tnie. A 
ceeruA*' girl, Kanchan Desai. was sing* 
ing with deep devoiiun at a bhnjan 
progroinme when a cobra crawled up 
to her» settled on her Up and swayed 
while the girl sang. The incident occur* 
red at the Mangesh Mahaleicai 
Ashram at Curri village, three 
kilometres from Ponda. The occasion 
wiis a hhe^an during the Astitda Eka- 
dashi Saptahsm {a religious week of 
non*stop prayers). The girl continued 
singing lolelly oblivious of the pre* 
aence nf the deadly reptile on her lap. 
A woman seated close to her sew the 
snake and raised an alarm. Thereupon 
the snake slipped away from the ^rl. 
But when the bhHjan session resumed, 
it reappeared and this time crawled to 
the ashram sanctum and lay coiled 
round the stone image of the deity — 
Indian Exprayi I P M. Irfan Ahmed, 

I ^dras). 

MADRAS; “Go and study geography." 
was the advice a ruling party member 
got from the Speaker. P. H. Pandian, 
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly on 6 July. 
Raising a point of order during ques¬ 
tion hour, Dt K. P Ramalingam 
(AIADMK) referred to the Sri Lanka 
Tamil talks and said that the talks 
were being conducted at ‘*the capital 
of Burma, Thimpu." Amidst lau^ter 
from members, Mr Pandian told the 
member. "Go and study geography." 
The electricity minister. S. Ramnchan* 
dran. pointed out that Thimpu was the 
capital of Bhutan and not Burma— 
Indian Express (C. R. Sicaram. 
Ranebennur, Karnataka) 

MADURAI: It was a loan under the 
self'cmployment scheme for an edu¬ 
cated young man, but with a differ* 
ence. Ganesan, a commerce graduate, 
has been sanctioned a loan of Ri 
20.000 by a nationalised bank—to buy 

04 


an elephant. The 24-year-old youth 
plans 10 hire out the elephant for film 
shooting and festivals and hopes to 
make an earning of Rs 40,000 a year— 
Deccao Herald (N Mohan. Bangalore) 

I HAJIPUR (Bihar): Right from the pyre 

I which had been lit. a woman was 

* rushed to hospital as she showed signs 
of life. The incident occurred here on 7 
July; she was brought to hospital by 
some of the pall-bearers. Others had 
fled crying "ghost, ghost" when the 
woman got up and tried to come oui of 
the burning pyre—The Hmdirrr«i/T 
Tunes (II Majumdar, Roorkae) 

DAVANGERt Can a person steal a 
car while in jail? Apparently, yes. if 
you go by the chargesheet filed by the 
police here. AccoHing to them. Sub- 
ramani of Bangalore stole a fiat car 
from a house here on 2 March 1992. 
They said he had sold the car, after 
changing its number plate on 24 Av* 
gust 1983. Bui a copy of the court 
proceedings with thv accused says that 
he was produced before the Sixth 
Metropolitan Magistrate. Bangalore, 
on 24 February 1M2 and remanded to 
custody till 10 March for failing to 
furnish bail. The question is; how can 
a person in judicial custody be free to 
travel PS miles and steal a car>— 
fndian Express (V. Ratnakrishna, 
Tirihahalli, Karnataka) 

BOMBAY: A rumour that toy models 
of Maruti cars would bv given to 
children who could list the number 
plates of 300 Maruti vehicle^ hac 
caused a iraffic crisis in Bombay and 
endangered scores of young livc% 
Atiempts were being made by the 
mayor, the police and Maruti dealers 
on 9 July to scotch the rumour by 
using Doordarshan. No one knows how 
the rumour started One versirm is that 
it began vath an advertisement in a 
vernacular paper that Maruti models 
would be given to chi Idren a ble to note 
down the numbers of 300 vehicles. As 
the rumour gathered momentum, 
scores of children began tu appear 
along the roads, notebooks in hand 
and peering anxiously at the passing 
traffic looking frw Maruti cars. Baffled 
motorists had anxious moments, steel¬ 
ing caulioualy to avoid knocking down 
over-eager youngsters darting into the 
traffic to catch a glimpse of a vehicle 

cm the far lane. One woman motorist 
driving through Dhaiavi on the night 
of 8 July said she was stopped a 
hundred children who asked her to 
sign their notebooks after thev hid 
written down the registration num* 

-The Times of 
India (S. Kamneikhup, Bombay} 


WrTHOuT Comment 


Our people think .^uch more; 
they get going much quicker— 
Rajiv Gandhi, in an interview 
with (h« American quarterly. 
Chief Executive 

Politics is not my forte—‘Madhav- 
sinh Solanki in Indio Today 

MGK is a sadist...He derives plea 
sure from the pain and sufferings 
of the others—M. Karunanidhi, 
president of the DMK, in The 
Wuitiat&d Weekly of India 

We cannot solve the (Assam* 
Nagaland) boundary issue hy the 
bayonet-Hiiecwar Saikia in The 
Telegraph 

Criticism does not bother me In 
fact, I welcome it...After all, 
judges are not infallible, and a 
judgemeni, once delivered, is 
public property—P N. Bhagwati, 
the new Chief Justice of the Sup* 
reme Court, in Indian Express 

We seek immortality through the 
pages of law .eporters—Y.V. 
Chandrachud, former Chief Jus¬ 
tice of the Supreme Court, in 
India Today 


I will be the richest man in the 
world one day—Rajendra Sethis 
in Onlooker 



There is no God... God is the 
greatest lie invented by man— 
Bhagwan Rajneesh, in an inter¬ 
view with ABC 

1 used to fee) like an auntie of an 
illicit bar—Priya Tendulkar, on 
her short stint as an airhosttM, In 
Socj'ery' 
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Cmkss 

SotoWhfl tiMtl 



Tb 0 pvtfoffnanM of th* EngHth iMm M 
aUng Vm tihttr naM bi tTa CMynoad 
hft nilfllM • tong^UndinQ p^oiTwa In 
OlynaM tine* Hatfi 1171 (wtm 
«*• won browl tho atm hat ttuMtonod 
a alto too honovf^ onv a Or«w tho thon 
otrow In the loot roundt. TMo dm* 
hqwo*a tho flnol tivoo awndt ywicM 10 
OMt of • potolba 17 polna. eompoad with 
on oyorogo of about E poinu on prwlout 
oecoolono. Tho rotuR muoc bnng • tmia of 
ootlofoetlon a alt chooo anthut^a In thit 
COuMfy, in poftaular bonlo^ Duncan 
Ijwho La. on wheoa Anineial tuppon tho 
atm hot teng rtOod 

Individual nonoua woa awopt up by 
John Nunn, who acead a phonemana) 
Nna tnfna and two dfawt on board two 
Undoubtodlr tho boa roauR mm by an 
CngHahman in on Oltnwad. N forrnoo tho 
plawam on whkn tho whoH uam 
poffonnaneo wot bulR JonathM MaoM 
olao aheno. juatlfylno Mo medaoty in 
oaopdfig tho fowlv aiawa ol fifth board by 
walking oh wRh (ho pna for boot oeora on 
aat board 

hfhda of ptaco howavar muat go a John 
Nunn, whn ineklanuiN pul hia aa up on 
0 w raa day by wining iho probiafn 
aoMng cpinpoMton. Tha loHow^r^ maaa- 
aeto proaantoa him wRh ralatiwalv low 


PNifM (WMtoJtP mpvo 
probiamt, 

WhNt Or J Nufm. Olatki Q Soaonko 
$«iHan Oafonco nwaoatomki tMA. 


IMt MMO JPMdl N-Otl 

1^-00 Paf 4 kb# N-n 

I N-QtJ • b-OM fJO 

7 P.OIQ • (M(2 O-it 

H-QM 

Hoping 10 caphaKao on a «»nadon ogarwi 
which John hoa oapahawad aema d0^l> 
j Ma in tha poa. In doing ao Soaonbo 


undaraodmataa tha quality of No opp- 
onom'a prvpontMn. 

fOt^ P-OM lip-on Ml 
UP-nM P-04 

A daaole thamo: coMril eowrOor v flonk 
anoefc, but John has « pitpaiod Mcrfflea. 

II Pi# Ml# 14 WOibtNPI PbN 

1» !!#•» K-01 1i rtiN P#l 

Baa. On 1B.. BkN 17 M PvR 18 n-Q1 
Black lads a aatiafoelory dafarwa. 

17A.08 N-Bi liK-n B-Ni? 

Throwing In (ha lowal. In ai aaP 18... B^ 
f Or 09 would offer chaneaa of raalatartca. 

I WAONAM 

iiitaMi pat smoit K-ti 

niMU 

Nm • dlfheuR mevo. Tha deuWa Ihioata a 
PtaP and PxB anoua tha WMla ia winning 
back a plaea a laaa. 

I>... B-08 aiw B-QI 

j SIMM Mgrw 

Whha H amaioing with thraa pawn# and a 
maaalvo onaa for (ha oscharwa a.o, 29 -.. 
K-N1 24 fb(P 0-A2 28 Pt-M. 

MICHAEL STEAN 


Bkiixik 


Of Aa many ihouoandi of daali playo d In 
dio Ofyrnpiad. I doubt taw th or thoro con 
Piaio boar) a botip* ono than (hit, ropertad 
M tha fUOaPn by Gudrmindur Hwiiwrar 

Doalar North Lo«o aR 


( 01089 

A1087 


rf 1076642 


A 10871 

Ai7 

K 

N 

W E 
8 


♦ AKJ6V 
#K JO 

♦ Kia 

♦ Jt 


#882 

♦ QJ 10842 

# AQ83 



Playing agotawt Ambaka. tfw Icoian dfc 
Norih opanod Two Haortt. pro nii oi mi M 
or 4^ in (ho mafort. Eoa ouaacatlao wRh 
Throa Olamenda. daargyWg (ha daheow 
aachangoa. South piungad Me Sbt 
SpodoB. Eoo( doubiad, to H^ica io hia 
daaito for on unuawal iaod. and South. 
rooHaino Ao aRuadon. tronalprrtd to ONT, 
Wtwi ahould Wool laod? A dub > ra 
otMoua (fw fivo do^i: but iMpiftak|> ha 
lad a Aamond. Now guoao iwSa cord 
won tfw twelfth tncfc T 1 ^ woo (ho ondhig; 



When Bfom Eyatoinooon hd tho oca of 
hoartt from dwmmvr Fao( did hia boat, 
dMarding tho ouaon of duba. A dub 
iollowod from dummy and South moda 
the M trick with tha lock of eluba. 

TERENCE REESE 


QUESTIONS [ 

I 

1. Tha Emparpr pf (hf^ western Roman 
empire was callea Augustus. What w8S' 
the Emperor of the eastern Roman 
empire called’’ i 

I 

2 Which novel was once called T^ndmr- 
ness? 

3. Which couniry of Ihe worifl do Ihe ' 
QfImaiOis rule over? 

4. The battles of Maraitwn. Thermopyie, 

and Salamis and were fougm between ^ 
whom? I 

8. fiftmmn Rdcee is Ae euiobooraphy u* ! 
which Australian crickAer? I 

6. Which la Ihe world s Argaai industry'* | 
7 Name (ha Brtiiah kmg wno introduced 


Qtify. 

feudahsm in the Bnbah leles? 

e Ihyiotd carWage. a pari of the 
human body, c better Known as what? 

9. mah, Onwha, Juno. God and Sword 
ware code names for whal dunng VlMid 
War U? 

10. Whal«the Engksn aquvatont of lha 
Indian taetfval DwrAi? 

n The Duma was As Parhameri of 

wnrch COutrjr? 

12 W1i«t are lerdigens? 

13 Whai »s the tear A crowds calM? 

14 A spy lAmmoiogy. wtv^ (8 u rvoHer^ 

15 Whal IS Dum-Dum iav« ' 


aiQoqOojKO Cl 

saiMoajd Zl 

uMOJUpCAO seM 

II ssioipiN rein rmie isril essny ii 

4eo aeiiMad Ano oi 

>t6l sunr 

r ui JpudiiuoN <4 SAuue peijiv SujpaAui 
I atp Aq perdroM speeMqoeeQ ei^ 6 

dfCdo s.uiepe am e 

jaiaobuon ei4) uibihim i 

I'O 0 

uospiAao u6iv s 
sumtums aq; pue eiiaejD aui > 

1 ooBUOyy x 

aouajMri 

*K Q Aq jmAOf s/mubi^O Apr} z 

’8niiza>9 i 


leretM)! si 

suodssad seftioi eg* aui pi 


fU3MBNV 





TEASERS 


BY SHAMLU DUOEJA AND CHAMPAK BASU 

Word Play 

is KiJ. I 

EL ^ n ^ ^ 





1 

dni 


k K 

h 

J 1 

tLn] 


4^ 


tUJ^ 

oxr 

4 


From (he* leiiurs Kiv«n above the zig-Mg, meke femr letter words which make senbe.end read backwards and 
furwords. We call these words AMBTDROMES, Examples: SPAN an<l NAPS. LAGER and RECAl.. Some 
letters have already been filled in the ziK<ta^ and these have been crnsscii out from the list. 


Personality Plus 


Wit Sharpener 





The name of a famous person can be spelt out in the 
mare above i'v proceeding from the start and moving on 
CO ihe adjacent letters, without backtracking. The clues 
given below may help. Can you name the person? 

1. He had hi5 early education in Karachi. 

2. He relumed lo India in 1896, after qualifying himself 
foi the Bar. and was called to The Bar in 1897. 

y Two sources nf inspiration for him were DatJahhai 
Naoroji and Gopal Krishna Cokhale. 

4. He was very clusely associated with the National 
Congress. 

5. He played a very prominent role in (he affairs c»f India 
in 1947 


Missing Links 

Insert the missing numbers; 
13 2-37 — 9 


Quick Think 

Father Kairsrial was asked tme day. how much money 
he had in his pocket. He took out his wallet and looked 
in: he said. ''One fifth pluh four-fifth of whet I have, it 
the numiier uf rupees in my wallet.*' 

How much money did he have? 


Ma Maxima is pualed! She needs to divide the cake into 
four equal parts for her four hungry children. To add a 
little excitement, she wants to do this in a different way 
from ihe usual. In how many different wavs can she do 
it? 


Quizzbizz 


a name: 


One of the following is nut 
HA2F. BLITE 
AMA IIK 
ORE BETA 
BE LUC 
MEN TEN UCE 


What’s in a Word? 

Can you fill in the fourth words: 

1 Barometer: pressure:: 

a1 fever 
h) temperature 

.. .w heat 

** feathers:: 

a) fins 
b) scales 
c> gill 


thermometer:? 


fish:? 











TEASERS 


Shape Sleuth 


Blankagrams 



TOWN 



CITY 


Towns 9rc conitaniiv growinx into dtjes, these dsys. 

Hi,v,«.»nytri*ngl..and<iu.dhUter.lscMyouf.ndin ‘."hi’ fiV 

this .tar .hapad illu.lraiitin? if m ^ ^ 


Mind Bender 










VEAH (T'5 
STJflP WSi 


TUL 


CAN 

H^ARMM 
SN(XiN6 
UMT OMT 
<.n6RB . 


<i?d1uriA^ 




SuOeTSTOf 
IS SOUNT AKEEP 


WDlUty Aaour /T 


AS T4l 'rSAfcf EO BV' A 
6(Xr A\ANAfBC: &Et5 TO 
»;N<>ur »i5 fcAvERf 


ScihNCK 


Bringing the Moon Closer 


T he dollars promised for Amer 
(ca’s space station (S8 bilHon 
from (he United States, more than S2 
billion from Euiope) are beftinning 
to fire theiraaginuiun of America's 
space explorers A faction of scien¬ 
tists within the National Aeronautics 
I and Space Administration (NASA) 

! has spent the past year pushing the 
! idea of sending people back to the 
I moon to conduct experiments, build 
; telescopes and, perhaps, set up a 
[ permanent colony Many of their 
I schemes sound fanciful; most are 
I based on impeccable logic. 

The argument runs like this. Once 
the space station is Hying, in about 
ten years’ time, going lo the moon 
will be cheaper and easier than it 
was 15 )'ear$ ago during the Apollo 
programme Two things pushed up 
the coats uf Apollo: having (u design 

all (he equipment from scratch, end | 
needing a mammoth rockewthe I 
Saturn V—to escape earth's gravity 
with enough velocity to reach the 
moon. 

Future muon missions would get | 
there in two hops: from earth to (he 
space station, and thence to the 


moon. The shuttle can take care of 
the first hop; all that the second 
needs is a ^space tug" that can be 
launched from earth and stay 
moored to (he space station in be¬ 
tween moon exp^itions. 

Would it be worth it? Last year. Dr 
MendeU and his fellow "lunatics" 
invited a group of scientists to dis¬ 
cuss the benefits of going back to the 
moon for experimenters and explor¬ 
ers. The most obvious beneficiaries 
would be lunar scientists. They $(iU 
know precious little about the place 
or ho^ it was formed: the theory that 
it could be a lump of earth dislodged 
when a planet or asteroid collided 
with earth millions of years ago is 
back in fashion, for example. 

Astronomers, too, are keen to get 
to the moon. Those who peer through 
optical telescopes vmuld like to put 
one on the moon where it would be 
free from the atmospheric distor¬ 
tions of the earth. Radio astronomers 
say radio telescopes on the far side of 
the moon would be shielded from the 
noise of (he earth’s own radio emis¬ 
sions. Dr Jack Burns, of the Universi¬ 
ty of New Mexico, has an idea for 


radio telescupe called an intorfer<»* 
meter with one leg on the earth and 
one on the moon. Interferometers 
alieady straddle coiitiiioni.t on the 
earth. L>r Burns says fhv resohitiun of 
his earth-Rioon telescope would be 
100 times better 

Dr Mendell ndmiis thm these pro¬ 
jects could hardly justify a lunar 
expedition on their own. Wiiat if they 
were combined with a plun tu pave 
the way fnr manned flights to more 
distant planets? Scientists art' tantal¬ 
ised by the moon's low gruvity and 
lack of atmosphere. It will take 20 
(imes as much energy to launch an 
object from earth to the space station 
as from the moon to the space sta¬ 
tion. Indeed.spacecrafts could prob¬ 
ably be launched from the moon 
without rockets: a decent catapult 
could do it. If only there nas some¬ 
thing on the moon worth laujiching. 

Perhaps Qieie is. One estimate 
says that three our of four shuttle 
launches in the 1990s will be loaded 
with liquid oxygen to fuel the space 
station and Us associated spacecraft. 
The moon, on the ocher hand, has 
abundant oxygen chemically trapped 
in its rocks. Dr Mendell's group be¬ 
lieves ll might eventually be cheaper 
to extract oxygen from the moon and 
transport ir to the space station. 














YARIETY/Khaas Baat 


^Phey tried every trick to 
I create ■ misunder 
iiaodiDj between Peepci 
Ssvgl and Pnktsh Jhs, 
but in vain. The couple, 
who were married last 
year on 1 July are stiJl 
very much in love and 
have ignored the rumoura 
that are being floated. 
Some even went in search 
of Prakash's first wife 
whom he had allegedly 
rucked awey in some re* 
mote part of Bihar. But 
EtMy had to raturn dis* 
appointed. Meenwhile, 
D^ti's past affairs with 
Farouque'Shgikh, Mare 
Zuher and filmmaker 
J?ahu/.<jupri ware being 
raked up. Stories were 
also being spread about 
Detpti’s 'disillusionment 
with marriage.' "They 
really tried hard to set 
that there was trouble, but 
we behaved like two re* 
sponsible adults and it 
paid off•* says a mature 
Deepti. 

^^arouqua Shaikh is a 
m man of word. Ever 
since he entered the film 
Industry, he had resolved 
to accept only "good 
roles" that would fetch 


him "good money." and he 
has stuck to his guns. Ro- 
cenely, a leading f iJmmak 
cr ai^oached him. Parov* 
que liked the rote and de* 
mended four lakhs for it. 
The producer promised to 
return within a few days 
but eventually did not 
turn up. **1 don't know wby 
they crib whan it comes to 
paying my price, I have 
carved out i place for my¬ 
self in the industry and 1 
know 1 am good. I am only 
demanding what I de* 
serve." complained Parou* 
que. 

lyjja vera Fandit is head* 
W ing for trouble. Not 
only are the producers fed 
up with her tantrums, but 
her frustrated sitter. 
Sulakshana^ too is trying 
to sabotage her chances. 
Vi)ayeta has made a sue* 
cessful comeback after all 
those years away from the 
glare of the arc*lights. As 
one of her directors and 
well wisher put it: "She 
has a bright future ahead 
of her. But one thing is 
certam. if she lets her sis* 
ter do all the planning and 
talking for her. she will 
see doomsday soon." 


Vljayrti: hcadini for iroeMc 


W ith Afaseervddjn 
Shah, Shahana Axmi 
and Oa Puri as the 
artistes of their films, pro* 
ducers now find them* 
selves 00 shaky terrain: 
financiers are not willing 
10 invest in their films 
while dlsrnhutort are re 
luctini to buy the com* 
pleiid films. Says one dis* 
(ributor. who has been in 
the film industry for years: 
"1 have distributed some 
of the 'art* films and have 
lost a lot of money. They 
make very good cinema 
but they are big risks at 
tbeboa*office." 

D impia Kapadia has 
finally broken all rela* 
tiom with Jtajesh Khaone. 
"It's ati over between us 
and there can be no going 
back now," she says. "How 
can I live with that man 
again? 1 am happy the way 
1 am. All that matters to 
me now are my two 
daughters...nothing else." 






DELHI DIARY 


Family Reunion? 



/ 




SiMitii (left! antS Meiufca OaatfM: revival eftniM? 


I s Menaks Gandhi drift¬ 
ing hack to tho Prim« 
Minister's household? 
Kffons are being'made 
common friends of Sonia 
Gandhi and ihe Prime 
Minister's estranged 
daughier-in law to end the 
family feud. To begin with. 
Mcnaka may be asked to 
head the Sanjay Gandhi 
memorial trust The post is 
presently held by Arun 


Chief Minister, 
by Proxy? 

T he appointment of 
Amarsinh Chaudhary 
as the chief minister of 
Gujouhas raised a ques¬ 
tion; will be the real 
diiaf minister? As home 
minister in the last days of 
the Solanki regime, 
Chatmtary had allowed 
his predecessor in the 
home portfolio, Prabodh 
Rawal, to run the show. 
Rawal, who was denied a 
party ticket m the Assem¬ 
bly elections (hence he 
could not be a minister), 
even briefed newsmen in 
Ahmedabad on 

Chaudhary's behalf in 
those days. It is well 
that while helping 
dhary to reach the 


Nehru. A factor which has 
acted as a catalyst in the 
patch-up process is the 
fondness which the Prime 
Minister’s children. Rahul 
and Priyenka. have for 
Sanjay and Menaka Gan¬ 
dhi's son. Ferose Varun 

They have persuaded 
Sonia and Rajiv Gandhi to 
bring their young cousin 
back 




MadlMvMSMMikl 

top poat, Solanki had not 
entirely given up ambition 
for ruling the state. Will 
the Chaudhary regime be 
Overshadowed by Solanki 
and Rawal? 


A Record, Indeed 


O n \ June. Kapal 
Mehra, chairman of 
OrfcaySUkMills was levied 
(he highest ever persooal 
penalty by the excise de 
partment. His firm was 
subjected to a fine of R$ 
ten crores (the highest 
corporate f*ne so far) and 
a personal penalty of R$ 50 
lakhs was levied vo him. 
The hearing in' his case 
concluded in Somhay on 
(he evening of 31 Mav By 
noon the next day. a 130- 
pnge order, duly cyclos- 
tyled, was issued from the 
[ directorate of anti evasion 
! IDAE) of me central ex¬ 
cise department in Delhi. 

' Where was Kapal Mehra 
i when the order was being 
issued in Delhi (and quiet¬ 
ly leaked out to a news 
agency journaJisi) in the 
afiamoon of 1 June? He 
was standing next to the ' 
Prime Minister of India. 
Rajiv Gandhi inaugurated 

Detergent Im^e 

I f a criminal case against ' 
a politician can cost him 
the Congressil) nomine- 
lion in the Assembly elec¬ 
tions. then the reverse 
could also be true: 
perhaps by being given a 
ticket for the ij^slative 
Council elections, the 
politician can be absolved 
of the criminal charge. A 
former MLA. Shankerrao 
Kolhe. a powerful member 
of the dominant sugar lob- 
' by in Maharashtra, was de* 
idad the Assembly ticket 
this year because be was 
accused of having stormed 
the Kopargaon police sta* 
tioti near Ahmednagar 
with a mob on 3 November 
1934. According to the 
charge, Kolbe bad ' 
threatened the police ' 
officers with serious con- ’ 
sequences if (hey did not 
desist from arresting peth 
pU in connection with the 
hots which followed the 
assassination of Indira i 
Candhi.'Hte case had been ] 
filed on the bans of writ- i 
ten stitenents by the dis* i 
triet collector and the i 
DSP, Ahmednagar. who 


a polytechnic for (he blind 
at Ambemath. near Bom¬ 
bay at 1 pm on 1 June. The 
man who managed (he 
function was Kapal Mehra. 
Was the Prime Minister 
aware that the person 
standing next to him was 
being (Glared as the big* 
gesi ever excise evader 
the DAE that afrerpoon? 
Apart from the record 
penalty levied on Mehra, 
the case has set many pre 
cedeou. Never before has 
a 130-page iudgemeni 
bean passed with such 
haste- The adjudicator, M. 
S. Bindra, was the person 
who conduced the raids 
on the premises of Orkay. 
It was he who issued the 
shuw-cause on Mehra and 
he only sat on the judge¬ 
ment in the case- Mehra 
hav appealed against the 
order. Bindra has mean¬ 
while been transferred 
from DAE. 


were present in the police 
station when the incident 
took place. He is said to 
have threatened to bum 
(he police station down if 
the arrests were not stop¬ 
ped- After he was given 
the Congressil) ticket for 
the roimcil elections, the 
charges against Koihe 
were dropp^. In the ap¬ 
plication filed in the court 
for withdrawal of the case 
against Kolhe. the state 
governmeiit asserted that 
what Kolhe had done was 
only a ’'verbal exchange” 
and that hedidnot assault 
anyone. The case was 
dropped in the ''public in¬ 
terest.” according to the 
public prosecutor. Detei* 
gents are indeed being 
used to ensure a clean 
image. 

TAILPIECE: Cartoonist 
Ravi Shankar of (be Indi¬ 
an Express has found a 
new name for Italy. In a 
recent cartoon strip, be 
commented; not ev¬ 
ery aation'f good fonune 
(o have a nacion-in-liw-** 
At. MsanmNbi 



“Ever ihou^t d* 
consultiiig 
a doaor 
about hair loss? 


U is reassuring to know 
thai the scieniinc formula of 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer has 
becjt tested and approved by a 
panel of doctors. 

It was found that 
KeoKarpm Katr Vitalizer 
provides all the proteins, 
vitamins and coenzymes 
essential for a healthy scalp 
condition. 

Read this research report: 

**66.66% of the ca^es gave excellent 
and 33.33% gave good result with 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss... So, success rate with 
Kef^KirpIn Hair Vitalizer may be 
stated lo be cent per cent.'* 

(Indian Medical Gazelle 118 223, 
1984) 


I did! 
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KEO-KARPIN 

HAiRvi 

The pTTOti i scientific way 
to prevent hair loss. 


TVsItoei etaikiprepanUoa 


^ Care you can tmst 
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PKtty tough. 
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Uke 6 ^k 6 ithe aev M 54 ^ /eep. 

^ the sieek ^troiiy^mkaUyst^ 
ppdy rAdf resi/ffs v) Are/ enWn<y. 

;voffre the {»c/3 f/wf a/Ve >w me ^feiy. 
Attd 9df9SUbk bMOiti S€9U 
wUk comhmbk foim CMSki^l^. 

Tekt d dcier look oi the new 540ittp. 

Jhe?t9gMXDP4.99,onioi 

tke wim's msthei-eftkiM dksel 

eagfnes. 


The Btw espetdgarbuipetf^ 
mte^tothea^. watio 
dkpbricm dwtdiforedsier. smoother 
Deddlefjon 


Specidl shock dbsofben for smoother 
tWaq. fmd the 95S wheel bdse wtth 
52 ‘tread for better road hctdroQ and 
gtHter sr^kty at high speed. 

Best ofaU. behind the already proven 


2l22aPe§9eotdk$ele9^dndthe 

aerodynamta theonrwiioo is a Jeep. 
A robust, reliable mactm that patrols the 
nams mountairm fronners, through 
extreme cirmaies and surface condtnorts. 

That'S the new waaoJetp. than 
excmng range of cokm 


IK 1 N 6 S OPEN 


_i 


_^Maw\_ 

ITIahindra 

mm 540 


Jeep 

In style. In command. 


emtsi/tS/tW2Ab 





Coir decor -- os beourrful os it is procncol 
ood irtexpensrve. 

Keeps you cool irt summer Wonrt fn winter. 

Keeps none owoy. No ejipenstve rnotntenonce, 
no vocwm or dry deonin 9 , 

Di.6r proof, moth proof ond roi proof. 

Xisr lasts ond losis. k is the leosr expensive of 
decor n^reholi Toke o b^utifully 
proctKoi deoscn. 

Toke cofr. 



Coir Doord 

CecNn«ii9 0t« 









Willi Filtff Mt the filter trend in dgwettae 
long ytm ego. Today it'e etiU the finest. 

In Uite. in setislectioD. Hand'picked Virginia 
tobaccos married to an effidenc filter maKS it eo. 
MUlioni of emokws have discovered it, 
then stayed with it. 

WILLS FILTER 
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chairman of the ftajya 
Sabha and grand daughter 
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j government with a proposal 
10 convert the great 
nationalist's residence in 
Calcutta into a memorial. A 
report from Ritu Sarin and 
Sou lik Biswas. 
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no eacepiion. A report 
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The Giucon-D Superhero Is everything 
you've ahArays wanted your own child to be: active 
and alert like no other kidi 

Give your own iinre child the very drink a 
Superhero would love - Glucon*D. 

Glucor>-D has glucose, Vrtamrn D and 
calcium phosphates to give your child the instant 
ertergy to study better and play better 

Now, you can have you r very own Su perhero 
around the house. With GlucorvD. From Glaxo. 

Glucon-D® 

The energy drink of the Superhero 




Cross-currents 


SmUBUAHRAIA BUArrAC MARYA 


A PaTnA'daielined news 
agency report which 
appeared in (ha inside 
pages of most newspapers 
on 3 September has ere* 
ated unprecedented rip* 
pies. Ko CoQgress(I) lead¬ 
er is prepared to comment 
about It. Yet (he two* 
paragraph news story has 
become the talking point 
among Congressmen. 
According to the report, a 
meeting uf party workers 
in Patna has demanded 
that Rajiv Gandhi's wife, 
Some, should 'eplace him 
as (he Congrassdndira) 
president. The credentials 
of Rajendra Singh, the 
person who issued the 
statement, are not too 
well known. He is a former 
general secretary of the 
Bihar unit of the party and 
is better known for his 
proaimity to (he A1CC(I) 
treasurer, Sitaram Resri. 
It is this link which has 
made partymen apprehen* 
sive about the origin of the 
move to make Sonia Gan¬ 
dhi the AiCCd) president. 
The absence of a denial 
from any office bearer of 
the party has added to the 
confusion The newsmen 
covering the AICC(I) 
headquarters at 34, Akbar 
Road made futile attempts 
to elicit a statement from 
party leaders after the 
newsitem appeared. Even 
Srikant Verm a, the gener> 
al secretary in charge of 
preas briefings, was not his 
normal ebullient self when 
confronted with the ques¬ 
tion if the Prime Mims* 
tar's wife indeed was 
being groomed for the par¬ 
ty post. 

Sitaram Kesri is known 
for springing surprises. In 
January 19S3 he had sud¬ 
denly resigned from the 
union council of ministers 
when there was a talk of a 
new^Kamaraj plan" being 
introOuceU by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. He is the treasur* 
er of the AJCCfl) and has 
access to the Prime Minis* 
ter’s house. A move initi* 
ated by a parson close lo 
Kesri, (herefore. is bound 
to generate Interest 
among partymen. In the 


past, (he inductiun of San 
jay Gandhi and Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi had been preceded by 
similar unprecedented 
moves from unknown 
quarters. In the ca*^ or 
^nia Gandhi, though she 
is often seen accompanv- 
ing her husband on his 
official tours at home and 
abroad, there has so far 
been no indication that 
she is interested to join 
politics. Since her mar 
riage to Rajiv Gandhi in 
19SA. Sonia Gandhi has 
never been projected as a 
political person. TiU some 
years back, her role was 
confined to the Nehru* 
Gandhi household. With 
her husband joining poll* 
tics, she too crossed the 
barriers of her home | 
l>i$$atis/aciion has been | 
growing in the CongresstI} 
ranks over the past one 
year. The dental of tickets 
to many sitting members | 
both in the Lok Sabha and ' 
in the state Vidhan Sebha | 
elections has created a 
large bunch of disgruntled 
partymen. Many senior 
leaders have not been 
accommodated in the 
council of ministers either 
at the centre or in the 
states. But the dissatisfac¬ 
tion among legjslatots and 
parliamentarians has been 
tackled by the Anti* 
defection Act. The MPs 
have now been put under 
the scrutiny of computers. 
Data is being fed about 
thoir parliamentary per¬ 


formance and their visits 
to the constituencies. This 
new pace of working has 
not quite fitted into the 
Congress culture. 

Inaccessibility of the 
Prime Minister and his 
aides to party leaders has 
become t major com- 
plaini. In this background, 
when a move to induct 
Sonia Gandhi is initiated 
by unknown persons in a 
state capital, one cannot 
rule out the possibility 
(hat it IS a move aimed at 
questioning (he ability of 
Rajiv Gandhi to hold (wo 
posts* that of the party 
president and the lYime 
Minisiar of the country. 
Had the name of anyorsc 
other than Soma Gandhi 
been suggested, that per 
son could have then in 
vited the wrath of the pow 
eis that be. In the case of 
Sonia Gandhi, a Catch-22 
situation has arisen. No 
one other than Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi himself would like to 
comment on the proposal. 
And, for the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, it may have been cons¬ 
idered improper to com¬ 
ment on the statement of a 
former PCCfl) general 
secretary emanating from 
Patna. 

While (he move lo in¬ 
duct Sonia Gandhi as the 
Congress(Indira) presi¬ 
dent wav initiated in Pat¬ 
na, the name of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi disappeared from the 
campaign posters in Pun¬ 
jab which have been put 
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up by the ptirty named 
after her. The decision tu 
retain Mrs tndira Gandhi*s 
name as the suffix was a 
conscious d«ci*»ion taken 
by her party after the 
Election Commission de 
cided to recogmsu the 
Congress(O as the real 
Congress after the 1078 
spilt. (The decision exme 
in 1982.1 Having reraineiJ 
her name as the suffix, 
should (he parry, now led 
by her son. ignorv her in 
its election canipHigm.? 
Mrs Gandhi's role in Pun* 
jab can be criticised in 
many ways. But so was thv 
ca se with her n le d u r - 
ing the Emergency ten 
years ago. That did not 
make the Congrevsinen 
disown her Should she be 

forgotten wiihm less lh«m 
a year after her nnsiissinj 
tion? The pri»|i»i>janda 
material for Punjab may 
have been prepari'd by u 
professional adveiiiMiiR 
agency in Bombay Hut the 
strategy for selling deter 
gents and paints Ciiniiut he 
extended to politics 
The absence of Mrs In 
dira Gandhi's name from 
the election maturial iii 
Punjab may be a pointer 
for many changes which 
are in the offing. Already 
some of the basic policies 
of the past are being re 
versed. The industrial 
policy drafted by Jawahar- 
lal Nehru is slowly being 
moved into the archives. 
Change is essential for 
progress The old cannot, 
be retained just for the 
sake of traditions. But 
while ushering Jii the 
"new," (he basic edifice 
should not be totally dis* 
mantled. In the Congress 
centenary year, the tradi¬ 
tions built over the years 
and tempered at first in 
(he fire of the freedom 
struggle and then in the 
quest fnt building modern 
India should not be given 
up. The Congress has 
grown through many 
struggles in the hundred 
years since it was presided 
over by a foreigner called 
Alexander Ortavian 
Hume. 






India’s First Microprocessor Based 
Electronic PABX. From BPL. 



Hw country*]! Ar»t indifti^noiN 
MicroprocesMr bnwd Kletlnini<. 
PrivAte AutomAlic Branch txchanft^ 
jEPABX] conm from BPL - lh»> TirM 
Company in the private st'clor to 
secure an industnal licence rrnm the 
(lovemmenl for the manufacture of 
EPABX. 

BPL s EPABX . rield*trsted and 
proven, ts working Mtiftfaciority in 
Kveril locations. Offering upto 237 
inlemal and B4 external lines, it caters 
to your vital communication need« 
and booets ell-round productivitv. 
accelerates decision making and 
controls telephone expenses. 

With an Hxperipnu* of nnailv 2 
decades in electr<mic:s an<l tner » 
decade in communication, BPI. 
indeed a force to re{:ki>n wiili in itu'se 
fields. Further. BPL’sconiprchoiisivo 
in-house systems and engintn^nrig 
cepabiliiy hds help^^t integrdio 
computers and corninuniuitioii 


Bl’t.*« P<nvi«r l.im* Carriitr <X>RMnu* 
niuihiHt Svsiotn and Swltdiing 
i*j|uiinii('ni h.ni* Ini'ii itniturming 
nl fi H . 11 VI *1V s I ni 1 972. in al iiuisl < ‘vitv 

4 



cl in1 ri nt V lN>.irci i n 1 he t .< >i i n1 rv Tl nil 's 
not all. \iPl‘» Flwlmnic ’ IViv.-ilo 
AutomatU: hviliattue wliic:h provklos 
voice <nid data (omiiuitncalion has 
boon iiislallcd in many Reputed 
C^rveminviit amt IVivatc orgiiriiSH* 
turns as well. 

Apart lr<Mii the IShx ironic 
I’AHX, }I1’I.> ex idling Mnsiiin5.s 
CVtinpulcrs. Wotxi Prix.t*ss<ir.< a;i<l 
Aulomatic Plain Paper Otplors 
provide a single MUirce inli'grated 
solution lo metH UhIuv's ofliciK 
au1 1 )ma I ion voq u in*ii \ ei d.s. 

The UeiJrordt PAFlXtiwiMilm - 
taring fat ililv is siipixtrled hv seven 
inteprakd lerloric.s. llinto K Xc I) mills, 
ill-house inaiiuraclore ol criluuil 
<xmi{iorieii>s. i:ompn:hensivH Innl 
rooms and PCB plants. 

The Klwlitmic PABX fnirn 
BP[, The Single Largest Inie^aled 
Source of OfTicn Automation 
Products in India. 


BRLr INDIA 

In pursuit of perfection 

Computers B Communjcoiton • Componenu t 

/nstrumentotinn | Iruiuslrin/. hfedico/ ^ Meosurerncm j • Office Automotiun • Consumer E/p<;Ln>ni>:s % 

Central Market i ng t trgufl oration: H PI;i>iilr**. :i'i. l :i mo li Si nnH . ILi iigrthire- VKl t Mil. 1*it|: S 2 1 17x IIR4 ^ 11, 

t Brant h Offlcee at: B i»g.ilorf B< milki e. < >l( u It.i . M* I t,s%. New I hi I h i . 
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OSSIP SWEET AND SOUR.'Khiishwant Singh 


Nowhere Man 

E veryume I write about God, God- 
lovers send me a flood of hateful 
letters. So much for God being Love. 
At the same time I get one or two 
from young people saying how dis¬ 
illusioned they are with institutional 
ised religion and how they can be 
good without believing in God A few 
Isooks and traits follow. The latest 
uddjtiun (0 my collection on the 
subject IS Of Human Phenomena 
iNutreJ Hubiishersi by a young lidj 
engineer. Phslhp D'Souza, working 
with the ONGC in Dehradun. The 
(ledUathm is remini<c«ni of Nirad 
Chuwdhurt’s,in his AuwbiogrMphy of 
an Viikniiwn indian. D'Souia dedi 
cates his wurk '‘to the British peoples 
and to their (^ueeii." Unless it » 
mi-uni iu butter up the British High 
Commission for a visa and a wurk 
pei nm, the dedication does not make 
sense. Huwevof. I did nut let that pul 
me off. 1 wus turned on by the 
prelude that follows nn the nent 
page, a sung of the Beatles which 
pretty well .sums up my own baffle¬ 
ment over the universe and iis 
creaioi. 

lie's 6 reel nowhere man. 

Sitting ir hi^ nowhere land. 
Making all his nowhere plans 
For nobody. 

Uoesn't have a point ol view. 
Knows not where he's going to. 
Isn’t he a bit like you 
And me 

D'Svuza takes Darwin, Newton and 
Kreud in his stride as he puts his own 
theory of the creator-preserver- 
destroyer Gud. Jt turns out tu be 
<}uite a thought-provoking thesis put 
acros.s in flat, dull prose. Kis only 
commitment is to reason. And logic 
needs no embellishment. ‘'Truth 
needs no defence." writes D'Sousa. 
“It is utter, absolute and immortal It 
only needs exposure " 

New Gadgets 

W hat I look forward to most when 
abroad is to look for new 
gadgets. I got my first pen with a 
light at its tip more than 20 years 
ago; dl&o a miniature transistor half 
the sise of a match box which could 
be put in the ear like a hearing aid. 
This time it was an instant ice<ream 
maker and a novel key chain. The 
ice-cream maker consists of a metal 
cylinder whose walls contain a clie< 
mical which when kept tn the deep 
freeze section of afrigidaire becomes 
so cold as to be able to solidify the 
cream mixture within five minutes. A 


churner is fixed tu turn the icecream 
in edible consistency. The key chain 
has a small receiver aiiached to it. If 
you misplace ii all you have to do is 
lu whistle. The receiver is activated 
and lets Mil a bleep or musk tu tell 
you where it is Unfortunately you 
cannot use it for your car keys while 
driving in Delhi. Every passing Koo- 
ter and blare of a car horn rouses it to 
bleep. J also saw many ingenious 
devices to trap burglars and frustrate 
car thieves. I could not buy them as I 
did not have enough foreign ex¬ 
change. Why can't our scientists in¬ 
vent such simple things? 

God Exists 

A good example of how believers 
bamboozle non*believer$ by using 
obscure language and parables 
which have no analogy to prove the 
existence of God comes from the 
Court of Queen Catherine the Great. 
The Tsarina was perturbed over the 
influence of the French Savant, 
Diderot, had acquired in Russia and 
feared that unless checked in time 
her courtiers would also rum to 
aetheisffl. She commissioned the 
famous matheinaiician of the times. 
Euler, to engage Diderot in public 
debate on whether or not there was a 
God. The court was assembled and 
the two adversaries faced each other. 
Euler knew that Diderot knew no¬ 
thing about mathematics. So he 
opened the debate wiib a machema- 
ticml pr^osiiion; 

A + B^'/N - X 

(A plus B to the power of N 
when divided by N u equ^ to XkThat 
dearly proves that God ensti. Now 
monsieur Diderot, it is for you to 
reply. 

Diderot had no enswer. 


RUST DESTROYS 


3-in*0ne Brand Oil rs a 
must against rust A special 
blend of high.grade oils 
that cleanses, luDricures 
and protects 
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Pledged to build 
a bright future 
for the people 
Peerless is ever 
inarching forward... 



GmwiAg confideuce of 
people 

The pcoplm con/ldenw in PrericBa 
deepend funiier dunng I9d4. New 
BuuneM worth more man Rs 3.000 
Crom {bee value) waa secured by 
f ^rieaa inapiie o( some odds and 
adversities, mrless achieved yet 
another Undmark. 


Investments 

Guided by Its corporate philosophy lo 
ensure obsoluie secuniy to ihe 
Cedlficaie-holdem* fundik Ericas 
Invested a total sum of Rs. S25.d8 
Crorcs upio 3lai December 1984 in 
Covi Custody by way of fixed Deposits 
with NsuonaJlsed/Schcdul*^ Banks. In 
C.r. Notes and in Units of < 'nil Trust of 
India, which fully covers the L4abilines 
of Ka 46035 Cmres lo lls Oniflcaie* 
holderm upio that dale. 


EzptnsloB ft Modemlsstloii 

Tb Oder prompt and improved seiMccs 
and ii» beiler Its efflclerwy. PeerlesH 
opened new Branch Offices at Hhopul & 
]^yaw»ds and also Or^ulMUoii 
Onicesai HaJaw>rr 6 Uruvt'nnanialai. 
What is more, lo obtain a dnU b^' and 
provide rcwi eneeiive uperatitm. l^rless 
compiled the hrsi phase of 
CompuienssDon in its offices 
throu^ui Ihe rouniry Aiuin. wlih a 
view to sirenwhening Ihe Company s 
operational enklFncy. Messra l*rire 
waierhouae 6 Co havT been appointed 
10 cam oui a study ul the KlittrKial 
System and retaied areas 


TtrgH for 19S5 
Rs. 3.200 Crom 

Backed by ihe trust, that the people 
have in ll. J^eitess has set a Tar^t of 
New Business worth Rs 3.200 Crores 
(face ^uel durin|f 1985 ar>d Is 
confident of whlevir^ lU 


SocIaI obU^tloiis 

To discharge social responslbUUles. 
wrless made donatiuns 5 
conirlbuiions worth Rs. 20.90 lakhs 
through wril tecogrtlsed charltalilr 
Institutions to provide educational 
facilities, to promote sports and medical 
msearth and for various other sot^ & 
phiianihn^c causes. 


Closely linked to people’s lives 
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Contribution to Nottoaol 
£ooAOAy 

with a view to panJcipaUng in the 

K rocvM of the development the 
itional Gconofoy during the 9a«nih 
Plan period In a comptehe nu ve manner, 
(he Company* haa p r opoa t d to open 
diaJoguea wKh the apprepnate 
authonuea for rendenng aaenunee to 
the Ceninl and Sute Cowntment 
InduatrtaJ UndertaUnga In the pnodo 
sector against svajlaMUey of suitable 
flnandu guarantees ano reaaoniUtle 
return 


oppofnwincf 

UptD Slat December 1964. tertess haa 
aen ciai ed Mir'crepteyment opportunlUes 
Tor mere than 4 lakh persona. ’This is 
uoparaBded In the hWocy of any other 
non-banUag savingi compai^. 

The Putnie 

lb uurMae the benefits to lu 
CertiflAte-hokleya. fberteai is now 
eeplorliig the postfbUlQes of introducing 
some new schemes of savings taborsd to 
suit the peopl e of anaS meana. 


lAtoired by the lofiy Wesliin oT owr desenad Lesdif sod tnll*Usa>r, Lsie t. X. hoy. Meantei Dimeter. Nerlw li 
nssdfui Ib ill minloe for dedtosted iwlaii sad It Id pMa» to veric for Natloas) wstfsn. 

Today 4 unique Compasy tad Id snlqua Tasoi of Md font sad eOea staff ties (be fbmrt witt raBes>sd hope, vl|eur and 
epilmiun. 



SUMMARY OF BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31.1Z19S4 



(Rupfiifi In CroTM roun<M off) 



UABiLmes 

1666 


AS6CT6 

Id 

5.47 

1. PfiM-up CMtB 


t137 

1. Fixed Aeaeii 

11.63 

mdR«Mfv«6 

566 


% Imiaetwiahi in 



t Sffcurtd LIObMNfi: 



Oevi CueMy: 



Social Waifaro 



Inveatmenta In Govt 



Scheme Fund (Liability 



Securttlee. Unit Truat 4 


334.34' 

to Public l.a. Certificate* 

46035 

361.37 

Nttlonaliaed danka 

525.66 

hoMers under the scheme) 

I 

6D4 

a. Othtf tnuaatmanta 

9.02 


3. Other LlebNIIIee 


14.62 

4. Cash 6 Bank Bai«K«i 

21.09 

101.03 

Current 4 Outstanding 



Llabihtlee and Pr^lon 

132.72 

27.44 

& Othar Cwrane AeaeCa 

31.93 

440J4 

i Tot^ 

M9.7S 


Tow 



Total Invatlment In GovL Cuatody Ovar Ra. 600 Croraa (July. 1965) 


Unqueatioiiable SecuilQr 

The contrac iaal llahiliim to Certllkiiie'holdera as Indicaied by (his Fund are fiiUy covered by (he I'lxed 
Depooit Kecelptii of Nailonsllsed banks and Govommenl Seruililes of equal SfrH>unt since deposli^ with 
Uniied Bank of India who exeniws a lien orv (he same as per Arrangement made by LheCompsny to protect 
(he knieresi of CerUftcaie hoMerv. 

These Fixed Deposit Mn eipis sjkI Oovemmenl Sccurliles cannot be withdrawn by the Company save with 
the pennl^i^lon of the concerned Au i honi les a nd (hsi too for payment to Orrtifica le- holders o^. As sue h. 1 he 
■foreasid liabilities are considered fully secured. 

MAtnricy fit other riitme poid o?er Bs. 36 Croreo (opto July 1065) 
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'The Peerless General 
Finance & Investment Co. Ltd. 

Regd Office : Pe^less Bhavan. 

3. Fj^lanade East. Calcuna 700 069 

indfa'fi tarpest non^borUefn^ aauInDS company 

























OPINION 


Elusive Peace 

T b« brutal assaasination of Sant 
Karchand Singh Longowal was 
shocking (The £)aarh o/ a Saint, 
Saptembar). He was kiliad by a 
group of misguided paop!e who work* 
^ for their own personal gains in* 
stead of considering the welfare of 
the nation. Their objective was to 
disturb the peace and communal bar- 
CDony of India. The government 
should deal with such elements with 
an iron hand. 

A. Shankar, Calcutta 

• After the signing of the historic 
Punjab accord, one thought that 
peace would return to the state and 
there would be no tnore bloodshed. 
But with the return of terrorism, 
these dreams have been shattered. 
Sant Longowal has sacrificed his Ufa 
for the cause of Hindu*Sikb unity. 
Perhaps, the Sant would not have 
been killed had not the government 
declared the aleeiions. 

X. Chidanand Xuioar, Bangaiort 
a Will (he tragic death of Sant Loti- 
gowal finally bring peace to Punjab? 
The Sikhs must have realised by now 
that if the axtramists are allowed to 
gain the upper hand it will pose a 
grave threat to the survival of their 
community. 

Prahlad Ghosh, Calcutta 

e 1 agree with Rita Shame that the 
choice of Sur jit Singh Bamala as the 
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successor to Sant Longowal was a 
wise one. Mr Bamala seems to be a 
capable men and as far as one can 
m^e out from hii inte r v i ew with 
SuNDAV.he is determined to fulfil the 
dreams cherished by the late Sant. If 
a lasting peace is brought about in 
Punjab then the martyrdom of Sant 
Longowal will not be in vain. 
Rajrir Grawml, Calcutta 

e The shocking nurd^ of Sant Lon* 
gowal is the outcome of the 
atmouncemant of elections in Pun¬ 


jab. The atmosphere in the state is 
not favourable to holding polls so 
soon. The elections should m pott> 
poned in order to prevent furdiar 
damage. 

S.5. Raju, Bombay 

e The assassins of Sant Longowal are 
traitors who destroyed the most self- 
lass and sincere servant of the Sikh 
panrh. The Sant, like Mahatma Can* 
dhi, stood up to the threats of 
lance and secessionism. Throughout 
his life, the non violent soldier 
fought for the rights of his people 
and won a victory for which he 
deserves a place in history. 
fUshi Raj Agarwal, Calcutta 

• Sant Harchand Singh Longowal 
sacrificed his life to further the cause 
of national unity. Thn Sant helped 
the Sikhs to regain their honour with 
his own blood end reduced the chasm 
of disbelief between the Hindus end 
Sikhs. 

C. Banerjee. Varanasi 

e India suffered a heavy loss with the 
death of Sam Longowal. The Punjab 
problem was solved only due to the 
efforts of the Sant. The extremists by 
defying the Punjab accord it commit* 
ring a grave mistake. The eccord was 
not only the dratm*come'true of Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi and Sant Longowal, but of 
the Indian people as well. 

San//6 Barua, Buxarah (West Bengal) 


All Quiet on the Eastern Front 


T he special report. Assam: The Bod 
of a Sightmare <2S—31 August), 
was absorbing. As rightly pointed out 
by Tooshar Pandit the Assam prob* 
lent could have been solved much 
earUer, thus avoiding loss of life and 
property. But due to bad administra 
tion and wrong policies followed by 
the Congress(l) during the Indira 
Gandhi regime, the problem not only 
remained unresolved but grew more 
complex day by day, endangering the 
unity and integrity of the country. 
Credit must go to Rajiv Gandhi and 
leaders of the All Assam Students 
Union and the All Assam Gene San- 
gram Parishad for giving priority to 
the larger interests of the country 
and sidetracking personal and party 
interests, it was heartening to leam 
that Che Assam Assembly has been 
dissolved, for che 1983 elections, 
when a large number of foreigners 
had voted, was reduced to a farce. 
M.H. Rama, Bhubaneswar 

a West Bengal is going to be mostly 


affected by the memorandum of ^t* 
ilcment. As the Bangladesh govern¬ 
ment has issued a statement saying 
that the Bangladeshis who had volun¬ 
tarily left their country cannot re* 
turn to Bangladesh, the possibility of 
sending them to that country is ruled 
out. this will be ibe first lime in 
history chat Indian atiseos. deported 
from Assam, will be stateless. These 
people will be forced to enter West 
Bengal as this Is the only alternative 
before them. West Bengal will be 
facing problems both on the econo¬ 
mic and political fronts, due to the 
influx. 

R Rajash Gupta, Ahmadabad 

e The Assam accord is a total surren¬ 
der of the government to die un* 


In the article, Pianoed Leakage or 
ladustrial Aceidanil (15^21 
September) Calico should readDac 
Ltd (Calico Grot^) and not as men 
tioD^. 


reasonebltf demands of the AASU 
and the AAGSP. Perhaps, the settle¬ 
ment was rushed through by the 
Prime Minister in his eegerness to 
present the nation with an Independ¬ 
ence Day gift. Tbe centre's decision 
to accept 196$ as the cut-off year will 
disaster for lakhs of people. The 
linguistic minoricy in Assam will be¬ 
come Stateless. 

Bijoy Kr Dutta. JaJpaiguri (West 
Bengal} 

e I share the euthoris apprehension 
chat the Assam accord '*hai created 
more problems than it has solved," 
fur lal^ of so-called foreigners *will 
now be subjected to harrasimeoT, 
insult and tyranny." The large-scale 
killing tbftt weswiine$md''in the oU 
years since the ami-immigrant agita¬ 
tion started* and the losses incurred 
by the state due to so many baodhs 
had adverse effects on tbe state's 
economy and peaceful atmosphere. 
Shyamal Gupta, Burdwan (West 
Bengal) 





OPINION 


Poor Performance 


T he report on footbeU wet t wel. 

come change from duU poliAcal 
anelyiei {Footbati in the Island oi 
Turmoil, 25—31 Auguat). It is indeed 
a matter of pride for all indiens that 
East Bengal won the trophy outclas' 
sing teams from other countries. But 
the Indian players need not be com* 
placent since the teams which par* 
cicipated, apart from the one from 
Bengltdeih, were ell mediocre. 
Tarun Day deserves our praise 
A Prsdhan. Sihguri 

\ a East Bengal may haw won the 
; championship but their standard of 
I play was well below the international 
I level in most of the games. 

S.M. Mehta. New Delh 



TarM Dvyt hm roetboBst m CoSemhe 


Crime and Politics 


■ was startled by the ilarming in* 
crease in the number of chmei 
being committed m Delhi ( The Malta 
of Mhi, 15—24 August). After read* 
ing the cover story I we$ convinced 
that the Punjab terrorists could not 
, be the sole culprits behind the mur* 

] der of the Makan couple. 

' 5u/jr Xuniar Mohanty, Barbil 

! (Oriisa) 

• Rashmi Saksena's report pin* 

! pointed the murderers of Lilit 
' Maken end his wife Gitaniali. It is 
now upto the government to punish 
1 the culprits to ensure that such 
, ghastly incidents do not occur. 

^ 5. Revindrachetty. Chittoor (Andhra 
I Pradesh} 

Marathi Vs English 


Showing the Way 


I t wa!« heerieninp cu read Thai ihe 
Jaipur MctjU and ElecinceK |jd.. 
whi<.h was on the verge of liqulda 
tion. earrivd u profit of 90 lakhs in 
19H4—'HS (An Amininn About-turn. 
14—20 July) The credit goes i» the 
, employees for their hard work and 
I dedication. The employees had 
I agreed to the 'charter of demunds’sei 
I by 1.5. Kavadia envisaging a volun* 
tary wage freese for five years, the 
revision of production norms, pro> 
duction Unked wages, wage cuts, in* 
created working hours, a total ban on 
I go-slows, strikes, provision of over* 

' time and other allowances. If all of us 
are duty^conscious and work with 
' honesty and sincerity, then with all 
I the vaiti fertile lands and abundant 


manpower and natural resources. I 
do not see any reason why Indie 
cannot be self-sufficient and econo¬ 
mically prosperous. 

Nasir Ahmed, Bangalore 

a Milap Chand Pandia's report was 
noteworthy. It Is mteresiing to learn 
chut Che new managing director. l.S. 
Kavadia, was able to convince the 
employes lAagra^ingtohis proposal 
which included production-linked 
wages and a total ban on go slow. 
strikes. OT and other allowances. 
The provision of 20 par ^ent bonus in 
case of profits, and that too in dis* 
tribuiion of equity shares, acted as 
an incentive. 

Shyamal Cupta. Burdwan (Wett 
Bengal) 


T hough It is not wrong to display 
Signboards written in regionel Ian* 
' gueges, their English versions should 
' not be blackened as were done in 
some pans of Bombay {Shiv Sena's 
'Marathi Mumbat' 11-17 August). 
I This new line of action on the pan of 
Bombay municipal corporation will 
I only pave the way for growing re* 
I gionalism hampering the cause of 
' national Integration. 1 do not agree 
with the mayor. Chhugin Bhujbal. 
when ha says that in cities like 
Calcutta and Madras, the signboards 
: are written only in the regional lan¬ 
guages. However, the BMC's scheme 
to beautify Bombay deserves praise 

K. Ravichandran, Ahmedabad 


A Government that Does Not Care 


I The grim, pathetic picture painted 
I I by Sarada P. Nanila in Sfarvation 
M ka/ahandi ni^l7 August) tiis 
turbed me. The J. B. Patnaik govern¬ 
ment has done very little to improve 
the plight of the starving villagers. 
With limited resources at his dispos¬ 
al. the young and efficient MLA from 
Bhawanipatna, Bhakta Charan Das. 
; has done mure than what an adminis¬ 
tration with unlimited resources 
could do. The article exposed the 
thoroueh inefficiency of the Orissa 
government, 

BirenJra N, Praharaj. Balasni e 

a The photcigraphs of the di ought* 
stricken villagers presented a pathe* 
t^ sight. While on the one hand, the 
ministers of the Orissa government 
are leading a lavish existence, on the 
Other,people are dying without food. 


Instead of making tall promises and 
fooling the people, the government 
should take emergent steps to im* 
prove the lot nf the needy persons on 
9 priority bases. 

Param Hans Singh. Arrah 

■ My heart goes out in sympathy to 
the suffering ma^s of Kalahandi. J. 
B. Patnaik bears moral responsibility 
for the sorry plight of the poor villa¬ 
gers. Instead of rushing relief to the 
affected area, the Orissa government 

tried to hush up the news. However, 
ri was heartening to learn that Prime 
Mlni^icr Rajiv Gandhi visited the 
area and promised all help. I only 
hope that bis promises bear fruit. 
A- N- Veeraraghavan, Bombay 

• The heartrending report on the 
drought in Kulahandi made me won 
der him the Cotigressfl) manages to 


win elections in spite of such crimin¬ 
al negligence. What is the secret of 
the magic spell that the party weaves 
to win the heart and minds nf the 
poor illiterate masses? 

C,r. Vairavan. Madras 

e 1 was shocked to learn of the plight 
of the poor people of Kalahandi. 
However, tho situation is not very 
different in other parts of the 
country. 

Saeed Aktar. Lucknow 

e The report exposed the inelticient. 
government headed by J.B. 
Patnaik. The government is in the 
htbit of making ull promises but 
hardly any of its policies are im¬ 
plemented. I wonder why our energe* 
tic Prime Minister is turning a bbnd 
eye lo the state of affairs inOriiaa. 
Deepak Achaxya. Phulbanr lOrista} 











T tMn it an umbiJical link be¬ 
tween Rajiv Gandhi and Jawa* 
barlal Nebni’i book. The Diicov> 
eey of India- Nehru wro(« hit 
oaaterpiace at a detenu in the 
Ahnedna^ar Fort prison during the 
live month*. April to September. 
1944, Rajiv Gandhi was born in ihij 
period on 20 August 1944. Forry-one 
year* after hit grandfather had re* 
corded for po«teriry hit experience*. 
Rajiv Gandhi ha* embarked on a 
voyage of diKOvery. Kit viiitt to the 
tribal area*, which btgan in mid- 
July, are not mere administrative 
visit* by a head of government. Dur¬ 
ing the*e trip*, he i* treading on 


ground* to far untrodden ^ WIP 
feet. The rcnote area* which be it 
visiting ere not even visited by the 
local politicians on occasion* othar 
than election campeigns. The 
ettempt ts to understand India: to get 
i kaleidoscopic view of the problems 
of development. The Seventh Plan 
ha* an outlay of Rs 2,400 croret for 
the Integrated Rural Development 
PrograBBe (IRDP) alone. Huge 
amount* have been allocated for 
other programDe*: the Integrated 
Tribal Devalopoent Programme 
(tTDP), the National Rural Employ¬ 
ment Programme (NREP). the Rural 
Landless Employment Guarantee 


VER STORY 


Rajiv Gandhi’s 
Discovery of India 


Shubhobrafa Bhattachoiyo reports on the Prime Minister's visits to the tribal 
areas and their impact on the integrated programmes/orrurai development 


Programme (RLEGP), Training of 
Youth (or Self*empIoyment 
(TRYSEM). ercetera. Crores have 
been spent on thwe programmes in 
the past. A review of the effective¬ 
ness of this expenditure is an integ¬ 
ral part of the young Prime Minis* 
ler’i voyage of diKovery. While on 
rhe one hand he is getting a first¬ 
hand knowledge of the realities of 
India, on the other, the administra¬ 
tive machinery in each district of the 
country is becoming vulnerable to 
scrutiny by the head of the govern 
ment. 

Pour trips have been undertaken 
by the Prime Minister so far. Be* 











Ra|kv and ?*orHa GtndMf row ihe Sandar rim la Borda Marti la Ortwa 


twaen 12 and 15 July, h« visitad 
droughi*affeccad areas in Madhya 
Pradesh, jhabua, Sarguja, Shadol, 
Raipur and fiascar districts vl the 
state were covered in the three-day 
helicopter-hap tcur. On 26 and 27 
July he wrnt to Phulbani and Kala- 
handi districts in Orissa Between 8 
and 10 August, Udaipur, Sirohi. Bar 
ner. Jaisalmer and Bikaner districts 
in Rajasthan came under his scru¬ 
tiny On 5,6 and 7 September, he was 
in Kerala. Coastal Travancore, the 
backwaters of Kuttanad, the Ciriian 
villages near the Periyar sanctuary 
in Thekkady, the Silent Valley, the 
Muslim-domiruted Moplah disthci of 
Mallapuram on the coast and Palghat 
in the east were part of his itinerary. 
In the coming weeks, he is planning 
trips to Ladakh, Lakshadweep, Naga¬ 
land, Muoram, Manipur and Aru' 
nachal Pradesh. The peripheral re¬ 
gions of the country are receiving his 
attention first. The voyage of discov¬ 
ery is being effectively followed by 
tMck up action. The petitions which 
are received by him during the trips 
are being judiciously processed and 
reports sought from the concerned 
departaents. A teaa of three—two 
olficiali and one politician—has 
been entrusted with the task of fol¬ 
lowing up these enmpUtots. Wajthei 
Kebibuilab, a Juqbu and Kasbinii 
cadre lAS officer, coordinatee the 
gfficiai ifirtof rhe tueiiariiift wMIe 


AICC(I) joint secretary Tarun Cogoi 
(from Assam) iv entrusted with the 
political monitoring. A career diplo¬ 
mat, Mam Shankar Aiyar. joint 
secretary in the PM's office, is in 
overall charge of these trips. The trie 
accompanies Rajiv Gandhi on each 
trip and at the end of each day thcr« 
is a review meeting. While the PM 
flies back to the capital at the end of 
a ;our. the previous trip's follow-up 
action is reviewed by him along with 
Habibullah, Gogoi and Aiyar on 
board the Indian Air Force Boeing 
737. Rajiv Gandhi's discovery of In¬ 
dia is no gimmick. On the contrary, it 
is an attempt to ensure that the tnbal 
and rural development projects do 
not become mere ideas on paper 
while crores of rupees are spent on 
them year alter year. 

O n the rooming of 7 September. 

two helicopters carrying the 
Prime Minister's party landed at Kot- 
tathara near Silent Valley. The pre¬ 
vious night's stopover had been at 
the Periyar sanctuary in Thekkady. 
The day had begun on a pleasant 
note whan the visitors from Delhi 
had taken an bouHong boat ride on 
the Periyar Lelsg. Later ot) in the day. 
the roocofcedi mshed toward i the 
Silent Valley- StUdeaiy. sU oars 
cametoascreechiBg holt. The Prime 
UiniM had oederad tha caravan to 
flop, lha piaManoeis of the monk' 


I ing disappeared. He was annoyed 
I IxKSUse he found that the trees on 
the roadside had been cut indiscrimi¬ 
nately The district collector was 
summoned. He could not give a satis¬ 
factory explanation. The trees had 
been felled due to security reasons 
was one of the expianaiions offered. 
Rajiv Gandhi was furious. “I think a 
person who is the head of a depart 
ment should know what is happening 
in his department. If he dues nut 
know what is happening, then he has 
no business to ^ the head. Do you 
agree?* shouted Rajiv Gandhi, The 
visibly shaken officer mumbled, 
''Yes.” He was asked to find out why 
the vandalism on nature had been 
carried out and report back before 
the helicopters took off from Kot- 
latbara three hours later. The motor¬ 
cade drove to Chindakki, where the 
party got Into jeeps and drnve into 
Silent Valley. (Even the sound of 
crickets is missing in this densely- 
foretted valley, hence the name.) 

I Due to the hue and cry raised by 
I environmentalists, the hydel power 
project which would have inundated 
I large poriions of this unique valley 
I had bMn scrapped last year. The 
threat of technology to nature dls- 
apRcered when Rajiv Gandhi un¬ 
veiled a plaque in Silent Valley, 
declaring it ei a national park Ironi¬ 
cally, tha hutments built to house the 
abonive project’s office served as 
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(he laadmark tor the spot where the 
platfue wss unveUed. 

While driving through Silent VaJ* 
ley the Prime Minister stopped to 
talk to tribaJs. Later, addressing a 
meeting at the Adivesi Higher Secon 
dary School at Chindakki. Rajiv Can- 
dhi admitted chat the laws protecting 
(he jungles had created problems for 
the adivasis. While protecting the 
environment, his government would 
also try to remove the hardships of 
the adivasis caused by forest laws. 
This was not the first (ime the Prime 
Minister had expressed such senti* 
ment'i. Officers accompanying hioi 
told this curresjinndent that since his 
visit to the tribal areas in Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajiv Candhi has been ex¬ 
ercised about the problems created 
by envirmiment protection laws on 
human hiungs who live in the jung 
le« For example, in places where 
firewtKid is the only source of fuel 
and limber is used for beams to 
, conhtriKt houses, mtre laws banning 
. the fvlimg of trees cannot solve the 


problem. Easy availability of altema* 
rive fuels for the poor and making 
LPG cylinders available in good num* 
bers in the towns near the foresu 
have been suggested as deterrents to 
the felling of trees. The union works 
and housing miniscry has boen asked 
to explore Che possibility of develop¬ 
ing an alternative to wooden beams 
for house eonscructloo. Ute concept 
chat forests are mere ecological pre¬ 
serves IS undergoing a change. To> 
day, adivasi welfare is moving out of 
government files to become a reality. 
And to ensure that the files tell the 
truth, the Prime Minister is visiting 
tribal areas himself to monitor imple¬ 
mentation. An advisory council on 
forests at the union govemmeni level 
is being set up soon. 

Are all complaints of the tribals 
being redressed? The maximum 
number of petitions plead for the 
lease of forest land for agricultural 
purposes. Here, the district adminis¬ 
tration is told in explain the import¬ 
ance of forest laws to tribals and at 


(be same time explore the possibli- 
ties of offering them employment 
through one of the many integrated 
Dcogrammes of the government. 


T be visit to Kerala bad begun on S 
September with the inauguration 
of the new international airport ter¬ 
minal at Trivandrum. This was the 
only programme in an urban area 
apart from the public meeting which 
the PM addressed at Palghat at the 
end of his tour. Rajiv Gandhi made 
an attempt to see the living condi¬ 
tions of the different sections of 
society and gain first-hand infoma- 
cion of the production process in 
traditional industries during his trip. 
He visited the sea coast to see the 
damage caused by the sea's erosion. 
At Pannaihura near Kovalan, when 
the villagers demanded a bridge 
across the backwaters to link their 
village with the main road as well as 
a sea wall to stop the erosion caused 
by the sea. Rajiv Gandhi asked Kara- 
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T he i>olicemen st Jonk in On$sA'i 
KHJtthundi discnct ere regret i mg 
(he Prune Munster's visit to Neve 
pare bli>ck on 27 July. Some young 
men iromplamed to Rejiv Gandhi 
(hat they had been wrongfully de* 
tamed the police and beaten up. 
The local DIG was asked to enquire 
into the incident and on learning 
that the Bll?getion was true, the 
Prime Minister’s office has advised 
the Onsse government to take the 
erring officers to task. The pohee* 
men arc presently facing trial at 
the sub-divisional judicial magis¬ 
trate's court. 

In mid-July, when (he PM visited 
Shahdol district in Madhya 
Pradesh, Ramdin Singh and some 
other villagers of ^nun panchay^r 
Lakhnouti complained about the 
state of the locai school. There was 
not even tatpatti (jute rugs) for the 
Students to sit on and the teachers 
were corrupt, they alleged. In early 
September the district magistrate 
of Shahdol reported to the Prime 
Minister’s office (through the chief 
secretary nf Madhya Pradesh) that 
an enquiry had been conducted by 
the assistant district inspector of 
schools and some corrupt teachers 
had been transferred. As for ratpat- 
(j. the funds were being provided 
under the Integrated Tribal Ue* 
velopmcnc Programme (ITDP). the 
officer reported. The matter did not 
end with the transfers. A note has 
been sent from New Delhi about 


the steps being taken to ensure that 
the teachcjs who hud replaced 
those charged with corruption did 
nut indulge in the same practices. 

The petitions received by the PM 
during his visits are categorised as 
"community-social." "community- 
economic," '‘individuar and '‘poli¬ 
tical." The lari category is tackled 
by the Congressd) network. The 
"individual” petitions are mostly of 
job-seekm^. The possibility of help¬ 
ing them under the integrated prog¬ 
rammes is explored. In case oi re¬ 
quests for roads, bunds, bridges, 
school buildings, etc. the district 
authorities are asked to examine 
there on merit and report. The 
plea by Surjao Singh, the sarpanch 
of Dungardola of Nagri block 
(Raipur cUstrictl for the extension 
of irrigation facilities from the Son* 
dur dam has been accepted by the 
govenuneac, but at the same time 
his plea for providing forest laiiJ 
for agricultural purposes has been 
turned down. The sarpanch of 
Balerbahara, PhtJ Singh Dhruv. 
had asked f^ hand pumps for his 
village, the construction of a tank 
for water storage and the linldog of 
the village by a road, l^e first two 
pleas have hatn upheld, but in ihe 
case of (he daaand for a road, the 
Prime Uinisiar’s oftice has 
accepted the district autboriues 
▼iew^int that it U not feasible. 
The repen Iron die district had 
said, ”a rivulet intercepts the prop 


osed road. Unless a bridge is con. 
structed, the construction of (he 
road is not likely to serve any 
purpose. The population of the vil¬ 
lage IS less than 500, which does not 
satisfy (he norms for Unking vil. 
lagus (o roads." Only a detailed 
explanation like this one leads to 
(he rejection of a petition. The 
answers received are cross'Checked 
before thev are accepted by New 
Delhi. 

Ill (he case of Barbarpur village 
in Bandavgarh tehsil ^ Shahdol 
district in MP. th<- population did 
not justify the setting up of a higher 
'secondary school, but funds have 
been provided under the ITDP for a 
primary school in the village. The 
villagers of Khaira village in the 
same district complained that mid¬ 
day meals served to school children 
in the local bahadi hatlbeeff dis* 
continued. On enquiry it was found 
that the meals were being provided 
under the CARE programme till 
June 1984, when the CARE funds 
stopped coming. The possibility of 
reviving the programme under the 
Integrated Child Development 
Scheme (ICDS) Is being examined 
by New Delhi. Already. ICDS is 
providing food in some of the 
blocks in Orissa's droughbstricken 
Kelahandi district, after the PM 
diKovertd that the programme ex* 
isted under the Jngaovadi program* 
me, dunng his Orissa tour. 
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U chief miiiiftier Karunakaraa lo 
5«nd him reports about rheir feasibil 
ity. A( one point, he stopped to ask 
an inhahitant of Fannathura if pot* 
able water was availabie m the vil¬ 
lage. On receiving a negative answer, 
the Prime Minister smiled and said 
that apart from the sea waN and the 
bridge, pntahle water should also be 
considered important by the villa¬ 
gers. Ir was at Hunnathura again that 
Rajiv OanJhi actfuamted himself 


with the process of husk-retting and 
coir work. The next day at QuiJon. he 
fftaw huw cashewnuis were processed 
at a cashew factory, Ai the fishing 
haxhour at Viahinjam. he witnessed a 
j fisherman auctioning his catch. At 
Nevndakara. he visited a marine pro 
ducts processing plant lo see how 
canning was done. At Chavra. he 
I visited the rare beach whea* ilame- 
I nite sands are washed ashore by the 
I sea At Kulathupuzha. he visited e 


rubber plantation where Tamil re* 
fugees from Sri Lanka had been 
rehabilitated ten years ago. (It was • 
symbolic move: he did not visit the 
. refugees who are pouring in now, lest 
: the sentiments of the Sri Lanka gov¬ 
ernment are hurt. At the same time, 
the PM’s visit to ihe rehabilitation 
plantation at Kulathupueha was cer* 
talnly going to become a talking 
point among the Tamil refugees 
there.) Apart from the rehabilitated 
refugees Che PM also saw the tap¬ 
ping of rubber at the plantation. 

hor three hours Rajiv Gandhi 
cruised through the backwaters of 
Kuitanad on (> September. On the 
face of it. the cruise, which began at 
Alleppey and ended at Pulinkunnu 
seemed to be u pleasure trip. (At 
Pulinkunnu, u b<ntt race was orga¬ 
nised specially f-i Rajiv Gandhi.) 
Bui ihe Prime Minister did not board 
the Kerala puhee motor launch, Kui¬ 
tanad Rover, for u pleasure trip. A 
glowing example of human en¬ 
deavour is there m the backwaters of 
the Vembanadu Lake. For the past 
five decades, with a process started 
by a pioneer called Murugen, land is 
reclaimed from the lake for paddy 
cuhivatiop (Kutt anad » KerHla*s rice 
bowl). Bunds are erected by dumping 
material ferried by boats and the 
area surrounded by the bunds is 
dewatered for paddy cultivation, 
known as punc/iekmhr. Acres after 
acros of paddy lands under purrehak- 
nshi have to be sustained hy con¬ 
stant dewatering of these areas, 
which are eight to ten feet below the 
mean sea level, by pumps. At places 
the help of fh^ Dutch government 
has been taken in recent years to 
reclaim land for punchaknshi. Rajiv 
Gandhi visited the man-made ‘‘is¬ 
lands” to acquaint himself with the 
cultivators' problems. Only a visit to 
the dewatering pumps (set up with 
government subsidy) can explain the 
imporunce of pumps in Kuttanad. 
Sitting in New Delhi the demand for 
pumps in Kainakery “island" in the 
Vembanadu Lake may not look as 
serious as after a visit to the paddy 
lands under punchakrishi. Apart 
froiD paddy, coconut, cocoa and plan¬ 
tains arc also grown on these “is¬ 
lands." 

Rajiv Gandbi had cruised on the 
backwaters of Vembanadu Lake way 
back in 1952. along with his grand¬ 
father, Jawaharlal Nehru- He noticed 
the progress made over the years- 
Aiong with the progress, the aspira 
lions of the people too had changed. 
At Allappey, his boat was greeted by 
slogans demanding the setting up A 
a railway link between Quilon and 
Aileppey. Along with the cheering, 
local aipiraiiont were also coming to 
the fore. 
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D evigarh vllUie in Madhya 
Pradesh’S Jhabua district was the 
starting point of Rajiv Gandhi’s dis¬ 
covery India While the Prime 
Minister accompanied by the state 
chief minister, MotiJal Vora, and 
senior district officials mat tha villa¬ 
gers, two menbers of his party quiet¬ 
ly moved out among the people. The 
report which Tarun Gogoi and Mant 
Shankar Aiyar gathered by moving 
incognito was different from what 
was being given out by the officials. 
Severe drought had affected the area 
and the local population, primarily 
agricultural people, faced an acute 
fodder shortage for their cattle The 
feedback was given to the PM. The 
next scheduled stop was at Kathwara 
village, but Rajiv Gandhi made an 
unscheduled stop on the way to talk 
to the people who had lined up by the 
roadsidO' What he discovered there 
amared him In a district affected by 
fodder shortage, the government had 
been supplying buffaloes under the 
IRDP. Instead of uplifting the econo¬ 
mic standard of the IRDP benefici¬ 
ary, the buffalo was adding to his 
economic burden. He had to buy 
fodder imported from Gujarat ai a 
high price and at the same time pay 
back the (ROP loan. At Abujhwar in 
Bastar district, the PM diKovered 
that Che tribals did not drink milk. 
But because someone sitting in New 
Delhi or Bhopal had decided that the 
best thing to supply under the JRDP 
to the Bistar tribals was a cow. 
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Abujhwar was being flooded with 
cows by the government. At Jaisal- 
mer district in Rajasthan, the IRDP 
has been supplying goets. While un 
the one hand Rs 500 crores are being 
spent to close the gaps in the Aravalli 
so that the desert does not spread, an 
animal which lives on almost every 
kind of foliage and aids the process 
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of desertification is being supplied to 
the Jaisalmer villagers by the gov¬ 
ernment. 

As a result of Kajlv Gandhi's trips, 
the IRDP is being given a fresh look. 
A project approach is being intro¬ 
duced. Cattle will be supplied only if 
fodder js available m the arc^u and 
infrastructure for marketing the 


Problems of Access 


A re local politicians benefited by 
the Prime Minister’s trips lo 
tribal areas? Tha areas ara 
inaccessible and if local politicians 
do not tread on them, the resource 
constraints on them are 
understandable. While AJCClli 
joint secretary Tarun Gogoi 
accompanies Rajiv Gandhi to 
coordinate the political angle of the 
trip, security restrictions often 
deprive the local politicians from 
accompanying the Prime Minister 
when he tours their constituencies. 

The Kerala f^CCt) president, 
Padmanabhen.was candid when he 
told this correspondent that ha had 
great difficulty in eapUiniag to his 
partymen why they could not be 
allowed to accompany the PM. Only 
six cars Are allowed m be in die 
convoy, Apart from the state chief 
minlatar, only ihe PCC<1) cbiaf can 
be squeeud in. On a rapTMeniativt 
basis, this should suffica. but 
Coagrofs culture has it that 


everybody who is somebody in the 
area being visited by the WIP 
should be in the entourage. At 
Kottathara, for example, the MP 
from Palghat. Vijayra^avan. had 
to literally squeese into Tarun 
Cogoi’s car to be able to accompany 
tha m. At PuJiokunnu. (he local 
MP, Vakkom Purushottaman, was 
asked by the crowds to turn his face 
towards them so that they could 
have a glimpse of their MP. 
Apparently. this was 
Purushottaman’s first crip to the 
area ■fter the clectioos. 

The Parliament of India provides 
funds for a MP to trayel between 
New Delhi eod the headquarters of 
the cooiticuency- Perhaps, while 
coapucar monitoring of 
Congrassfl) MPs' performance u 
^iag ut^artakea. this linandal 
aapact could also be looked into. 
Tarun Gogol wM aoO'Coaaittal 
whoa coahMtod with this practical 
dtftkuhy whkh Is tocod by local 


policidtns. After all. when funds 
are provided for elections, can the 
party not help irs legislators to 
nurse their constituencies? 
Perhaps, monitoring by computers 
can eliminate misuse (k the money- 
Politics. oT course, is not entirely 
missing from Rajiv Gandhi's visits. 
At Thirurangady in Mallapurum 
district, he visited an orphanage, 
(he managing committee of which 
is headed by the Indian Union 
Muslim League leader, Ibrahim 
Sulainan Sait. The TUML is an 
important constituent of the ruling 
United Democratic Front in Kerala. 
For Suleiman Sait, this was a good 

opportuaity for sycophancy. If he is 

to be believed, then Mrs Indira 
Gandhi used to praise Sonia Gandhi 
in front of him. The opportunity 
denied to local Congrassd) 
politiciani wai made available to 
Sulaiman Sait, thioki to the 
fragility of Karunakaran'i coalition 
govammtnt. 
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milk (or in the com of goats, the 
moot) wUI be created. Prom fodder to 
0 chiUing plant for milk will be • part 
of the integrated programme in areas 
where cows and buffaloes are to be 
supplied. Similarly, under the Rural 
Landless Employment Guarantee 
Programine (RLEGF), If a school 
building Is 10 be built, it will be 
integrated with the construction of 
roads and bridges in the area. While 
imparting training under TRYSEM 
(Training of Youth for Self- 
Employment), (he requirements of a 
particular area would be taken into 
account. So far, in many cases be 
cause tailoring was proving attrac* 
(ive, many youths from tha same 
village were trained as tailors under 
TRYSEM. In a village with a popula* 
tion of $00, if ten tailors were to 
spring up suddenly, none could poss* 
ibiy earn a reasonable livelihood In 
many places, TRYSEM has created 
two or three blacksmiths in a village, 
wheieas the requirement of three 
neighbouring villages could have 
been taken care of by une black- 
amith. The basic aim of the IRDF is 
to help (he poorest of the poor and to 
help them cross the poverty line. In 
his reviews, Rajiv Gandhi has dUco* 
vered that the IRDP assistance has 


mainly benefited those aeciioos of 
the population which were io the 
hi^er brackets of the definition of 
“poor" and who needed a little push 
to cross the poverty line (having an 
annual income of Ri 6,000 and 
above). Statisncally, IRPF has done 
well. The number of people below 
the poverty line has declined, but the 
benefit h» not reached those for 
whom it was primarily meant. The 
below'poverty line population is 
categorised as “destitutes” (annual 
income below Rs 2,26$); “very, very 
poor” (annual income between Rs 
2,26$ and Rs 3,500); “very poor" 
(annual income between Rs 3,SO0 
and Rs $.000); and “poor" (aniiuol 
income between Rs 5,000 and Rs 
6,000). The “poor” have crossed the 
poverty hne. while the “destitutes" 
are yei to qualify as being “very, 
very poor.” In the last five year plan, 
16 million people were helped under 
the 1R[>P. In the Seventh Plen, the 
target is to help 14 milljon people 
(WO million less than the Sixth Plan 
But the assistance (his time is being 
aimed where if ought to have 
reached before. 

Special monitoring of the IRDP has 
been ordered by (he Prime Minister. 
Two blocks in each siaie are picked 


Prize, Not Punishment 


Dasstaei to tribal ■iwes are geoak 
1 ally easaUirad as “puaiahakent" 
by buraaaenu. It U aot bacausa d 
. |RP iMk d httaraar in tribal wd* 
. MS tfutt dficon avodl craosfart to 
' ritt'l backward araaa, bat tha 
,. birwfpa tbak fanSbaa bava 
tajdlar as a agadtd tbaaa aarin- 
mmp that sabas sdminlsnnva 
vMa bi tribal araag lumracrin. 
■pufririldrem* pduaariaete a o^or 
.c'itfUfitf wbaea baraaugrat la 

tribal araaa. As MRIidt, good 




•MU 
pa Css 
fWOdi 

p ^ 

ttaite 




prarioua posting (whara the chil* 
drao ara studying) and the ocher in 
the new pliM d postiBg. If tha 
dfkan want ta sand their dtUdrea 
IO boarding ach ooU, than saacs will 
ba reaaiTad for dsdr children Id Aa 
baft boarding school in tha stata. la 
case tha echeob do not hart ada^- 
eta bnariting fadlitiaa to copa with 
this daoanii, than sba state gorarp- 
moot (vrhb cantral aaiiataaea) wiS 
c o mm se t ndditloBal tacillriet in 
Aaaa. a^oola. Apart from a c h o ul 
and bb ardag hotW faaa, tha chll* 
dnn in hiM rrfIng f ffr rft li 

«& ba piM faras by tha get a r e* 
•Met dHrihg bobdaya so that they 
eanriafr tbdr parants atetioaad in 
nrCbai mm. 

Uate the aataringndaa. aftnr a 
oartaln sorted d timaiosually aix 
. Mapthifageart cannot fattiB thair 
•asMpHbt acaoMMoAMtea la M 
^aoa nbaea ibay waca loK powad. 
HMrndM «a ba bbiasileiM m 
0m tha tftesriieMs poet* 


■a In Iba gcara or 

kldyrteg^ attkfrii 


at random tor raview each month. A 
yaar<and*a-hall will be lakaii to mooi* 
tor the whole country. Twenty faai* 
lies which era receiving IRDP aMiat* 
ance in each of tbesa blocks are 
under the focus of this survey. 01 
these, ten are those who have coma 
under the IRDP in the past few years. 
Their income is being reviewed to 
see if they have indeed benefited 
from the assistance. Ten families of 
recent beneficiaries are being can* 
vatsed to ascertain if (here are any 
procedural delays. Fifty per cant of 
che IRDP funds will now be released 
only after the centre is satisfied with 
the implementation of the initial 
programme. Projectivisation of IRDP 
will be the criterion while releasing 
(he second instalment of the centrtl 
funds The R% 2,400 crores ear 
marked under *he present plan, 
therefore, will be spent after due 
Krutiny. 

An incident which rook place on 
the second day of the Prime Minii' 
ter’s visit to Kerala highlights his 
way of functioning. He hid been 
taken to the fishing harbour at 
Vishinjam. Rows of newly, 
constructed houses were being 
shown to him. Sudoenly it struck him 
that the houses were not occupied by 
anyone. On enquiry he learnt (hat 
the houses had been completed 
sometime back and had not been 
allotted due to a local dispute be¬ 
tween Muslim and Christian fisher- 
men. He was furious. An official tried 
to bluff him by saying that some 
allotments had been made but the 
alloneeshad not moved in. This in¬ 
furiated Rajiv Gandhi further. 
“KucAA gadbad ha/ (there is some¬ 
thing fj^y).” he rold an official 
accompanying him. Chief minister 
Karunakaran. who is also tha minis¬ 
ter for fisheries, tried to offer on 
explanation. But it was too late. The 
Prime Minister had spotted AlCC(I) 
general secretary A.K. Antony (for* ' 
tner chief minister of Kerala) in the ' 
crowd. “Antony, can you locate an 
allot tee in (he crowd?" Rajiv Gandhi 
ordered. The bluff bad been called. ' 
Thai evening, silting in the l^ke 
Palace Hotel in the middle ol the 
Feriyar L ake at Thekkady. the Prime 
Minister asked Kerala chief secret* 
ary Ramchandran to send a report on 
the Vizhinjam episode to New Delhi. 
On 11 Sepieraber. the Prime Minis* 
ter's office sent a reminder to Trivan¬ 
drum. The incident was not being 
forgotten. The Doordarshen report 
on the Kerala visit also showed this 
incident. The messagd of Vishinjam 
was being flashed to officers acroas 
the leng^ and cha breadth of the 
country “The government which 
works faster” was trying to anture 
that mefficieocy did not mar lu pM#i 












Bajaj Tempo Limited. 

Moving in step with the growing needs of Indian transporters 


Bajaj *rempo Umilcd. with 
over 25 ycar^ of expeheme in 
the deve1opiT>ent and 
manufacture of light 
commerdat vehicies. U today 
poUed to take a leap into the 
future — propelled by the 
achievements of the past. 

A leap pOMible not only 
because of Bajaj Tempo's own 
R&D efTonsy out 9 ^^ due to its 
ftnazKial 

coUbbonlMc wkh Daiinkr- 
Bens A<G. (makers of 
Mercedes Ugbt coeamcrctal 
vehicles^ liu^ aod ears), the 
world lemlers io ausoniodve 


B^j Tempo's new 
Matador F-307 range b fitted 
with the Mercedes OM6I6. the 
most fuel eflicient and least 
pc^utani !DI diesel engine. 
And as a result of Baj^ 
l>mpo*s meticulous snidies 
and vast experience, the new 
range of >‘ehides is perfectly 
tailored to Indian load, road 
and tn^ conditkms. 

Tempo mjpportM lU 
its TeMcka widi to evusive 
aervke aod more pens 
n si workof ISBmafaorimJ 
dealers: larfCA of tii Mad 

inlad^ 


Bajaj Tempo limited, a 
combination of advanced 
technolo^. exccUeni 
engineenng and id service 
support •• to fulfil tomorrow. as 
it dm today, the needs of 
Indian transporters. 


BAjAl TEMPO UMITED 


The name with unrivalled 
aatemedvc esnericnce in IfMlla. 

















Asian Paints: trying to imitate an egg. 
An egg? 

miivresjfetjrction. Something tiiatsalmost impossible 
lo achieve. Bui i( s a worthy gtial to strive lor. 

Over the years wc have believed thai excellence must be i ellected in 
ever) thing we stand f or: our pniducts. tmr services and our organisation, 

And to do t hat we have had to constandy chan ge, and adapt to totuoi row's needs. 
Yourneetis. 

True, Asian Paints is the largest paint com|)aiiy in India. Yet Iwing the 
largest is not enough. If it were so» our plans and ambitions would have stopped 
when we became the No.I Paint C>)mpany in 1967. It wa.sa big moment. 

Hut It was only a moment in our quesi for perfection. 





l^eadership through excellence. 
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Punjab: Elections 
Amidst Turmoil 


Janardan Thokur/eeis the pulse of the slate 


££ BBear? Whu fear?" asked (he 
** ^Lstrident Sikh police insp^* 
^Htor who had thumbed a lift 
m in our taxi somewhere be* 
(ween Roper and Chandigarh. "It's 
only the outsiders who are frifhr 
ened, not the people of Punjab,” he 
went on. "Don't you know more peo< 
pie ere killed just in New York city 
every month then in the whole of 
Punjab in e whole yearS'Wherever he 
had picked up his statistics, it was 
obviously making him feel good. Ke 
was at! perky and voluble as his 
clean shaven colleague was tense 
and taciturn, and all through the 
short ride with us he kept correcting 
the "exaggerated notions" about fear 
and violence in Punjab. 

And indeed in the clear calm mom* 
jng of the lush green countryside, 
fear and violence could seem unreal. 
Alien. Something that was else* 
wnere, only in the newspapers 
perhaps. There were, of course, the 
little knots of jawans waving the cars 
and trucks down for identification 
and search every ten kilometres or 
so. bunches of helmeced soldiers 
sprawled under a roadside tree, their 
guiu and carbines beside them, but 
then you also felt the rhythm of 
normal life all around you. A merry* 
looking Sardarji ndmg a scooter pU* 
lion, carrying not a gun but a huge 
banjo in his arms; a whole family of 
five perched happily on another two* 
wheeler: a big circle of sprightly 
school girls playing games out there 
in the field; a big roadside huddle ol 
miik'proud buffaloes with their 
gleaming ebony flanks, being bought 
and sold, haggled over. Who could 
say this was a state under siege? And 
yet the calm and normalcy could be 
so misleading—blood and mayhem 
just a pull of the trigger away. One 
remembers a group of French jour* 
nalists returning from Punjab o)n* 
vinced that all the stories about fear 
and violence in the state were grossly 

exaggerated and then a week later 
came Operation Bluestar! 

"You may not find any scare," the 
gS*yaar*old journalist of Amritsar, 
C.R. Sethi, had told me. "but there is 
fear in the hearts. It mey grow as the 
date of poll comet closer*" 




"Darna KbMis9 ka dharam hi nahi 
jt (a khaisa or pure knows no fear)." 
were the brave words of the first 
campaigner 1 had met on my way 
our—a tall, hulking Sardarji fixing a 
poll banner to his car. He had alM- 
lutely no doubt they—the Akaliw 
were going to win "hands down." His 
candidate, Jasdeo Singh Sandhu. an 
ex* 0 inister. had never lost an elec 
lion in his life, and "this one there is 
no question of losing. Badal may lose, 
but not my candidate." 

Part of his confidence, one felt, 
stemmed from the fact that the Con* 
gressil) had fielded a "new and 
weak” candidate. No matter where 
you went, you could hardly miss the 
"rumour" that the central leadership 
was out to manoeuvre a victory for 
the Akalis in the state Some insisted 
this was not just a rumour but a fact. 

"They (Congress !) are committing 
hara km." asserted Birendra. the 
editor of the Jalandhar Hindi daily. 
Vrr Pratap, known to be one of the 
strong champions of Hiodu interests 
in Punjab He said he was not going 
merely on impressions. "It was one of 
the ot^rvers of the Congressfl) who 
himself told me that they were look¬ 
ing (or weak candidates. Ke lold me 
it was a CPKMj government in West 


Bengal which had finished the Nuxa 
iites. and in Punjab only an Akuli 
government could end the menace nf 
terrorists." 

Even Ratyapal Deng, ihe eminent 
CPt leader who is himself fiKhtiiig u 
crucial battle in Amritsar, thought 
this could well be the plan of ihc 
Congress: to manoeuvre a victory for 
the Akalii in the Assembly He suid 
this was the common talk in the 
Punjab secretariat, with officers 
saying. "Yuu have to set u thief to 
catch a thief.. " 

To the hard-core Sikhs who would 
have nothing lo do with the Rajiv- 
Longowal accord, it Inokv ilkea "du* 
bious game of the Congress; 1)." Do* 
vinder Singh Duggal. a vitriolic uhu* 
lar of Sikh history, thought the cen¬ 
tre wanted the "S.khs iu lace the 
Sikhs and capitalise on tt...thi^ I 
think IS their game " 

I had run inio Duggal in the Ouru 
Nanak Nivas, for long ih« alinde of 
Jarnail Singh BhindranwaW Oi. 
perhaps the meeting was set up for 
me by one of the secretaries of the 
SCPC chief, C S. Tohra. who did not 
want to get into any controversy 
himself and yet was keen ihni 1 get a 
good slice of the real hard core think¬ 
ing among the Sikhs. 


Armed peIHe ar««*d CeMeii Temple: MedM vkheei end 













The MenWhoSpeak Bhindranwale’s 


gtddar (trtiton of 'Sikh nicfoe 
or coaununity).** 

On 9 Se{Kember Sur«ndra| 
senior adviMr to th« 
emor Arjua Slnfh ud mo. MU' 
home secretary.N.K. V<^r«|tbld the 
press in Chairiliorh that the 
eminent wm exuinini the twy 
and provocative tpeacbes made by 
the UAD leaders in Amritsar., 
KhaUitao slogans were made and 
SUch youths with kesari turbans 
dominated the 10,000'Scroac 
gathering at the Manji Sahib HdS 
and cheered the party leaders with 
slogans of “Khalistan r/ndahed" 
and ''Bhindranwale sindthad. ** 

The resoJutions passed at the 
five hour convention too, were pro* 
vocative, la one M the reaolutions.' 
it was clearly stated that a separate 
Sikh state wes the real demand of. 
the Sikhs supporting the UAD. The 
resolution also called upon every 
Sikh to strive for the eitablishtterit 
of a political system is which re]i> 
gion reigns supreme. In anothei^ 
resolution, the convention reitef' 
a ted its earlier stand of boycotdnii, 
the Punjab elealons. The Sikhs 
were also urged to oppose the Rajiv 
Gindhi Longowal accord of 24 July. 


Others will also meet the same 
fate.** He also threatened the Akah 
M (U^n^wal) secretary'general, 
BelwtJit Singh Ranoowalia.saving, 
^RamoowaJia says that the Ait alts 
will finish the terrorists after form* 
ing the governmeoc. But he may be 
finished before that.* 

Equally provocative were the 
speeches of Baba Joginder Singh 
and Jathedar Jagdev Singh Taiwan* 
di as well as the resolutions passed 
at the B September convention 
Slid Talwandi. "The Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution is no more the 
issue. Now the main issue before 
the Sikhs is to have their own 
home.*' The Baba launched a fron* 
tal attack on the Akali leaders of 
the Longowal faction and accused 
then uf betreying the Sikh paoeh 
for signing an accord with the "De* 
Ihi sarktr," Barring the funner Pun* 
jab chief midUter Prakash Singh 
Badal, who remains in the UAD 
vd hue committee and whose sup* 
ponars are also m the party. Baba 
Jogiflder Singh also attack^ Sant 
LongowaJ, tm acting Akali chief, 
Surjit Singh Bamala, former Pun* 
jab minister Balwant Singh and the 
SGPC president. Curcharan Singh 
Tohra.and called them "quom de 


J agjiT Singh Rode, the elder 
iKOther of the slain miiiunt Sikh 
TeatfeV, J arnai I Singh Bhind ranwale 
is an ambitious man. The eldest son 
of Baba Joginder Singh by his first 
wife (Bhindranwale was the 
youngest by his second wife!. Jagjit 
Singh (^3) is a senior member of the 
'^United" Akali Dal (UAD) today. 
He is also a member of the party's 
nine*m«Tnber ad hoc committee 
which ihe Elba had formed on 4 
May this year after dissolving the 
two Abili Dais led by the assassin¬ 
ated Sant Harchand Singh Longow* 
ul end Jathedar Jagdev Singh Tal¬ 
wandi. 

Jegjit Singh is following the foot* 
siepa of his younger brother. He too 
has begun ^ at lacking the govern¬ 
ment and the Akalls, besides sum 
porting the terrorists in Pusjabat^ 
Ovihi. Jagiii Singh made a fieiB;* 
spvech at the party's cobventlqn 
piesided over by Baba Jbgindw 
Singh In Amritsar on 8 Sel^abfi 
in the famous Manji Saluib KaU.‘ 
During the speech. Jagjit Singh 
justified the recent killings of* the 
two Congress(I) leaders. Lalii 
Maken and Arjun Das* in Delhi. He 
said, "Do chuir dicre haf. Boki chufce 
jMunge (Two have been liquidated. 


the iron has entered his soul. Nit 
inside is as charred and blackened as 
the burnt-out shells of the vehicles 
outside the building: grim reminders 
of Operation Bluestar. 

As we come out. a local Sikh jour¬ 
nalist tells me Duggal was echoing 
the very thoughts of Tohra. He sayi'I 
ought to have asked the man what he 
thought of the accord. Was Usere ' 
anything in it that he was opposed 
to? That was a question that a foreign ' 
journalist had put to him soma days , 
before, and there was no point Dug- ' 
gal could oppose. All (he same he was 
against the accord. The Akali de* | 
mands conceded, they had graduated > 
(o other demands. As a parting shot. 
Duggal had said: "Let Rajiv Gandhi 
come to the Golden Temple and seek 
our pardon. The Sikhs will forgive 
Wm." 


The elections and the accord were 
uli bunkum, thought Duggal, and 
nothing was going to be solved by 
them. A small matt with sharp eyes 
peering ihrough thick glasses. Dug- 
gal head.s the Sikh History Research 
Board of the SGPC. "To understand 
the problem of Punjab, " he told me, 
"you must understand the tradition 
and psyche of the Sikhs. They have 
never given m (to forcej..." 

What can be done to heal the 
injured psyche of the Sikhs. ] asked 
him, and it is as (hough the flood¬ 
gates opened, “The Sikhs are being 
{lersecuted. They have not released 
any genuine people of the All India 
Sikh Sludunts Federation (AISSF). 
Unless rhe rule of law is established 
for the Sikhs there can be no peace in 
Punjab. The Delhi riots have caused 
a terrible hurt to the psyche of the 
Sikhs and time olone cannot heal it." 

I begin to ask about the inquiry set 
u(j by (tic* Piuiie bui Duggal 

cuts me- short, "You think the Sikhs 
are >0 naive? It's a bogus inquiry, its 
terms of reference are not genuine at 
all. The culprits must be brought to 
bouk..." S<imvbody intervenes lo say 
that two uf the culprits have already 
been killed, and for the first rime a 
little smile plays on the lips of the 


intense researcher of Sikh history. 
"The government." he says, "is en 
couraging illegal justice." He re¬ 
lishes his words and goes on. "If they 
are serious they must enlarge the 
terms uf reference to finding 
whether there was a plan behind it 
and identifying the culprits. Do you 
know there are 14 Sikh widows hud¬ 
dled op in one little room, being 
given a paltry compensation of R$ 
2,000 and some not even that? But for 
the Hindus killed here they have 
given Rs 50.000 or even Rs one lakh, 
is that (he rule of law? Any security 
officer who does not like my face, or 
my saffron turban can put me behind 
bars U that rule of law? I tell you,if 
something is not done speedily, I 
repeat speedily, they are going to 
lose rhe Sikhs for all time to com- 
e...u will be a point cd no return," 
And what does he think of elec¬ 
tions being held now? “Most impol). 
tic. Things die going to recoil with 
much greater force than in Assam, 
because (his is not Assam, people 
here are different.'' You can tell it is 
more of a threat than a statement 
"The people at large would not 
Accept (he verdict," he tells me. 
"even if the Akahs come to power.” 
He doesn't tell me, but you can soc 


W ill they? The very seme point was 
referred to by another man, but 
with what difference! If Duggal 
breathes fire, Mubarmk Singh exude* 
only love. It is nnt for nothing that 
this S8*year*oJd man is one of the 
most respected citiieni of Amritsar. 
After serving tha state and the dty in 
various capacities, Mubarak 8i^ 
hat bean editing a journal ha calls 




SPEQAL REPORT 


71j« Art oi Living for the Use 12 
ye4n> and what seta him apart from 
other Sikh acholars and writers is hie 
nbUicy to see the problem of hia stete 
as a humanist rather than as a Sikh. 

**1 have been one of the unhappiest 
men during the lest three years>'' 
Mubarak Singh told me. ^1 can 
understand a l^it Maken ora Shatia 
. being shot down but what about a 
I couple of Hindus dying unsung and 
I unnoticed?** 

He it an anguished soul, and he 
knows better chan anybody the great 
divide that has come between the 
' Hindus and the Sikhs. Unlike many 
I other Sikhs who may have forgotten 
the horrors of partition, Mubarak 
Singh knows exactly what another 
partition can bring to his people. But 
are they in the mood to understand? 
He tells me Khushwant Singh waa 
one oi the persons who had sug* 
' gested that Rajiv Gandhi should 
come CO the Golden Temple and 
perhaps the Sikhs would forgive and 
forget. But Mubarak Singh knows it 
is not going to be that easy. ‘*Hi4 
coming will be haurdous," he told 
me. "There are young Sikhs who are 
going emund with their heads in 
I their palms...” And he quotes a few 
lines from Guru Govind Singh: "Je to 
prom ArheUn kn chao sir dhar talU 
gain moil eo...'* 

He cites another inatence to 
eniphasise the extent to which the 
suspicions have taken root in the 
Sikh mind. Some time back he told 
Dr Saiya Dev, the head of the depart* 
meat of f^blic Administration in 
; Punjab University, that the young 
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, 
seemed to be " loing very well." The 
professor stopped Mubarak Singh 
and said, **You may be right but tell 
me...the Delhi kilUngs...what was Ra* 
jiv Gandhi's coleT^he Delhi killings, 
Mubarak Singh cells me, weighs 
heavily on the Sikh mind, whether he 
is a child or an old man. "What 
Puniab needs today is a dozen 
psycho analysts. It is no longer a 
political problem.** 

Going from Mubarak Singh to 
Satyapai Dang was something like 
going from a scholarly sant to a 
political sane. Many in Amritsar call 
him the faquir Stasardan (the 
saintly politician), end believe me. 
that's the impression he leaves on 
most people. A symbol of hope in the 
cessp^ of politics, although even be 
has not been spared from all sons of 
allegations, except that none of them 
has stuck. Dang said he had no 
doubts that election or no election, 
there were forces which were out to 
sabotage the accord. "The murder of 
Longowal wes not only because of 
the elections but because he signed 
the accord." The lerrorists would 


now work out a different strategy, 
and if our apprehensions come true, 
the task of secular, patriotic forces 
will become far more difficult." 

We had barely started entkiog 
when in came some officers of the 
Punjab plaice. They had brought a 
bullet-proof jacket for Satyapai 
Dang. Obviously be was one the 
candidates thoi^t to be high on the 
hit list. Dang looked at the jacket— 
"point bUnk body armour"—end 
smiled at me Indeed, I bad never 
thought comrade Dang would need 
this armour to fight elections some 
day. Behind him stood policemen 
with sien guns. Dang look^ amused 
no end. Not that he would rule out 
the possibility of being artacked. 
"Don't write 1 am going to wear it," 
he said jokingly, "lor iben th^ 


He has a doten personal bodyguards 
around him all the time, but That is 
not enough. One of his styles of 
fobbing off the potential killers is to 
announce three or four meetings at 
the same hour of the day and then go 
to the fifth unannounced meeting. 
His supporters, they say, are not 
annoyed with this at all, for they 
know he is high on the hit-list and the 
killers mean business. 

What do the elections hold for 
Punjab? Much would obviously de 
pend on the turnout of voters. Haw 
many would go out and vote, know 
ing the dangers involved? Many vo¬ 
ters are getting letters from their 
friends and relatives elsewhere itll 
ing them not to go our to vote,come 
whet may Why risk your lives? 
Another question mark, of course, is 
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might go for ny head." 

' Dang, you could see. was far from 
sanguine about the po«<electioii sce< 
nario. No matter which side won, 

' there would be the terrorists and the 
: extremists to contend with. Under 
the banner of the "United" Akali 
Dal. they had raise4 tbe slugen of 
I "Fant/i in danger." and behind them 
I there was the Peking of the "foreign 
forces." Outside Dang's office in 
Cbheharta was the somewhat rare 

sight of an independent candidate 
campaigning on foot. Almost sur* 
roundad by gun-toting securirymen. 
And yet htw secure were these 
candidates? They obviously know 
there are too many chinks in the best 
of armours, which is why they have to 
resort tu all manner of rum. Fight* 
ing from Hoahiarpur is the fiery 
Jathedar. Sucbcha Singh Chbotepur. 


whether or not the rumours about 
the Congress wanting an Akali vic¬ 
tory are true. About the only objec* 
tive onlooker who seemed to pooh* 
pooh the rumours was the old jour* 
nalist, G.R. Sethi. "No political lead 
er," be thought, *'would like to com¬ 
mit political suicide." And if the 
rumours really got hold of the electo¬ 
rate there would be a "terrible back* 
lash" among the Hindu voters. If that 
happened Uie Congress(I) would be 
Dowbe^* "It wuuld fall between two 
stools. ** 

Whatever the results of the polls, 
there would still be a long dark 
tunnel to traverse. As 1 returned 
from Punjab the words of Mubarak 
Singh kept coming back; "It is no 
longer just a political problem..." 
Vrben vrill the healing of the psyche 
cone? B 






Wh$r do you m^ke of tho rtctnt 
mmerrorist 8tt»t:ks in which siw 
^Mpersans worv kilUd Qnd over 
^ dozen injured in several districts 
of Puniab? 

A. Whatever WaheGuru iGod 
Almighty) wishes happens. The will 
of Cud hurts »ome people. 

Q: Do you approve of terronsi 
violence? 

A: We consider it as the will of the 
Wahe Cura, 

Q. Who is hehiiid the \7o/ence in 
Punjab now? 


SPECIAL REPORT 

'We Consider the Killings as 
the Will of God Almighty” 


Bubo jo^ifider Singh told Siwimv 


The president of ihv "United'' Akali 
Oaf docs not like beinji called an 
anjiry old man. He is sore that the 
press h9< been missiotinp his ane as 
Hi when he is act unity 74. He is 
still convinced that his son. the slam 
militant Sikh leader J.S. Bhindran- 
wale. IS alive and well Like his son, 
hu IS defiant of authority and hr* 
iicves the "Amritdhan'' Sikh to be 
above all other mein to compere 
Lon/fowal with Me hermit Gandhi, 
aixorduift to him. ts an insult to the 
furmei\ He lives in the querten of a 
Golden Temple granthi /prie«i> be¬ 
hind the iamuua Manji .Vehih Hull, 
the A kalis' meetinp place. The Bal>a 
had jii ft returned from prayers ar the 
Haninundii Sahib and liMtked fresh 
and alvi t at the begnwintt of his 
interview tv 5tvru>. Among those 
present during rht* conversation 
wtroAmolak Singh, private assistant 
to the Baba andgrefld.«un vf the late 
head of the DiundamaSahib Taksal. 
Sant 6'i/r6dchan Singh Bhindran- 
wale, and fe; wanr Singh Gill, a lead¬ 
ing businessman from Ladhiene and 
ffeunch follower of Baba Jogindi-r 
Singh. Excerpts: 


A: This the government would 
know better 

Q: Do you think some foreign 
faces are behind the terrorist vich 
lence in Punjab? 

A I stay here with my colleagues 
tpoiniing to some aides sitting in the 
room). But sitting here I hear that the 
government is saying that those who 
are boycotting the poll in Punjab are 
extremists and they will be crushed. 
In the eyes of the governmeni 1 am 
the biggest terrorist. And the govern* 


ment is trying to crush me and my 
colleagues. 

Q: What do you feet aho'tt the 
recent murder of a Congressfll lead¬ 
er Arjvn Das and his bodyguard in 
Delhi? 

A. People in Delhi would know 
better. The killing could be a result 
of personal enmity. But we consider 
it as the will of WaheGuru. Still I 
suspect that there is some kind 
of government conspiracy l^hind 
these killings. 

Q: There Is a feelrng that Aryuri 
Das 'wa.\ killed because of Ins haiid in 
the Afovemher riots. 

A’ People Ml Delhi would know 
better. 

Q. What do you think about the 
killing of Sant Harchand Singh tam- 
gowal? 

A. It was the will uf the Guru. But it 
IS also fell strongly that there was a 
guvernment conspiracy behind hi» 
murder. This is evident from the 
recent action taken against police* 
men for their gross negligence in 
failing to provide him (Longowal I the 
I necessary security. The pul icemen 
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I were sacked because they were slack 
I in performing their duties. And if the 
I policemen in charge uf the security 
, of Longuwel were not good, why were 
they enirusied the task, in the first 
I place? This exposes the government 
conspiracy. 

Q: You hatv also been reported to 
have commented that Sant Longowal 
was re.sponsibfe for creaimg the dr 
cumstances that hd to his deanb. 
HTiar were these cireumsiances? 

A; 1 have not said this. 

Q: What do y-ui think of Sant 
Longowal as a human being? 

A: A true human being is one who 
acts like a human being. And one 
who acts like a devil is a devil. But 
mind you, I am not referring to any 
particular person. 1 am just saying 
this in general. 

Q What will he Sant LongowaTs 
place in Sikh history? 

A. The historians will write as they 
understand 

Q: But after his assassination, 
Sant Longowal is being compared 
with Mahatma Gandhi. Whet do you 
say to that? 

A; The question should be put to 
those who are comparing him (Lon* 
go wall with Gandhi. But we consider 
an^Amriidharr'Sikh to be above any 
other person. Hence it is no compli* 
ment to any Sikh to be compared 
with Gandhi. It is rather damaging to 
him (Longowal). 

Q: Du you think Sant Longowal was 
p/ay?Jig/nto the hands of the govern¬ 
ment as is being alieged in seme 
quarters? 

A: Those who are making this 
observation will know better. But 
people have such feelings because 
the Delhi accord was against the Sikh 
qaum (the word qaum, according to 
Akali moderates means community, 
and nation according to Akali hard* 
liners). That is what die people say. 
We have already lejected the Delhi 
accord. It has no meaning for us. 

Q- What do you think of die other 

four senior Akali leader^Prakash 
Singh Bade}, Gurchaean Singh Tohra, 
Surjeei Singh Bernaia and BaJwanr 
Singh? 

A: They are also with Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Q: There is a strong feeling about a 
'brain’ behind Baba Jogjnder S/sgh. | 

amaikt w-m u$im m ms 






I Who in he? 

I A: (SmtWsi Guru Cubmd Sin^h. 
I Guru Granrh S^hib. Whatever he 
I wilKhuppena Bur he i» iit uur hvu<l, 
I net 'behind' u». 

i V* bu>vt>rr the elec¬ 

tions in Putijdlt? 

A. The Guru Graiuh Sahib was 
desecrated in the holiest Sikh shrine, 
the Haiifnandii' Sahib, duunt; the 
June army aciiun here. The Gulden 
Temple was attacked with tanks. 
Two thousand and five hundred 
copies of the Guru Gianlh Sahib 
were set on fire. The government 
employees entered our holiest place 
with shoes on. They demolished the 
Akal Takhi with shells of tanks. They 
smoked cigarettes and bidis inside 
the holiest temple. Devout Sikhs— 
men, women and children—were 
shot dead inside the Golden Temple. 
In (he November riots thousands of 
innocent Sikh meni women and chil¬ 
dren were butchered. Copies of Shri 
Guru Granth Sahib were scattered at 
crossings in Delhi and desecrated. 
Innocent Sikh children were put into 
gunny bags and set on tire. When the 
children soeamedf they (the rioters) 

! said that the Khaliscan of the Sikhs 
was screaming. Keeping in view this 
. tregedy, and demanding the release 
I of the members of the Damdama 
Sahib Takaal. Sikh soldiers end mem* 
bars of the All India Sikh Students 
Federation (A18SF) went to ^ail be* 
Jidet reeolving to continue the fight 
tor the achievement of the rights of 
the Sikh ^aum. 1 decided to use the 
euthority entrusted to me and 


boycott thv poll and not lo cast my 
vote during the elections. 

Q- Do yr)u propose to uke >*imv 
action tmainsi party feeder*. Handhir 
Stnfsh Cheema nnit Jaswindor dingh 
Bear, who recently rv^twd the Akali 
Dal tTalwoiidil after partin/i com 
paov with the 'lyniied* Akali Dal* 

At I (eel bad about the mistake 
(hev have committed. But it is a 
family mailer. We will think over ii 
and decide (he matter. 

Q’ Arc you in touch with the con- 
I wner of your party's ad hoc commit' 

I (ee 5imrao/r( Sin^ Mann, currently 
I in Bharatpur jail, and Hannder 
I Singh, another senior member of the 
committee, who is in Norway these 
I days? 

At Simrenjit Singh Mann Is in jail. 

! They don*( allow us to meet him. The 
I other one. Harinder Singh, who had 
resigned (rem the Indian Foreign 
' Service (IFS) in protest against the 
army action in the Golden Temple, 
has also not met us. But they were 
given these importent positions in 
(he party on the basis of the sacri¬ 
fices made by them. 

Q: Vou say tbit your fi^t for the 
ri^ts of 5^fis will continue. Could 
you kindly rell us what those rights 
: art? 

A: Those rights are the concern of 
! Rejiv Gendhi. When the time comes 
and he (Rajiv Gandhi 1 alio realises 
that it U necessary to know about tha 
rights o( the Sikhs* t will eapUin the 
matter to him. But then he canH keep 
quiet after heering us out. I can alio 
leU you what our nghti are. But thet 


will be of no use. You will write them 
in youi newspaper and after half an 
hour, thv newspoper will be thrown j 
I into the wustepaper basket. [ 

Q: Do vno rhmA the elections will 
pass off peacefully m l*un)ah? j 

A: It all depvndii on (he will of the | 
government. If the government ; 
wains to hold the elections peaceful, i 
, ly, It has |{ot (he whole adminisira. 
(ive machinery under Ms control. But 
if It (the government) is bent on | 
creating some miscbivf (hen it can | 
always organise some killings and j 
pul the blame on us to crush us. It | 
might be thinking on these lines. It { 

, would know better. The government i 
has already started arresting and 
! harassing uur leaders ano workers. 

Q- tVhar do you think of (he Punjab 
situation now? 

A Atrocities are going on against 
' us. 

Q: What are your news about i 
Khalistan? ' 

A: I have stated my view on this | 

; subject many tunes before and I < 
j repeat the seme. If Khalistan is in 
I your hands, then 1 will talk to you. 
But if things are not in your hands, 
(hen there is no point talking to you. 
The Khalistan issue can be discussed 
only with the person who is to decide 
the issue. 

Q: Do tha Sikhs plan to get their 
ri^ts within the framework of the 
Indian Constitution? 

A'. This too we will talk to It (the 
] government) about. But Rajiv Gan* 
dbl ii suppressing our rights. 
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Janam of the Indian Telefilm 


Will Mahesh Bhalt usher in o rieiv genre in enterlainnient? 


J »n^in is th«» coming to life of a | 
new genre of commercial enter- [ 
tainment in the country. It is not t 
simply the title of a fibn to be \ 
premiered over Doordarshan's i 
national hook-up on 22 September, it 
is also the first-ever tel^iltn to be 
made Janam i$ different from the ; 
ruiMif-the-mili Hindi films; it is a ( 
non-formula film and the differ- ; 
ence is that it has been conceived , 
and produced fur the intimacy of the , 
drawing room. The popular relefilm. 

a concept in the West, makes its 
debut on Indian television when the 
quality and content of films telecast 
by Doordarshan has come under 
strong criticism. The Sunday evening i 
entertainment package is mostly a [ 
stereotype ordeal. T^aVi there ii e ; 
demand for clean films being shown I 


on television. While, thi» demand 
will, to a certain extent, be fulfilled 
with Jsnaats the telefilm is aimed gt 
upgrading the existing standard of 
films on Duordarahan and encourag¬ 
ing healthy cinema lo enter the 
privacy of homes. The telefilm is the 
latest in a series of imaginative steps 
taken by the Doordarshan author 
ities for better fare on television. 
There is optimism, that Janam. wiU 
begin a spate of such films. It will be 
yet another avenue for television 
advertisers and commefcial houses 
to pump money into the idiot boa. 

For television-viewers c.tinraued 
by the poignancy of Mahesh Bbatt's 
Janam. there may be no difference If 
(he film was either made exclusively 
for Doordarshan or purchased ^ the 
directorate to be itUcasi on any 


Sunday. But to the discerning film- 
maker, there is a change of techni¬ 
que and presentation, unique to a 
television film. The panoramic view 
of a formula film has been adapted to 
the limited range of the television 
screen. The maker of the telefilm has 
to keep in mind that the artistes 
would be eoecting their roles on a 
screen much smaller than the cinema 
screen. Thare is an absence of long, 
sweeping shots of the camera in 
favour of close ups. The telefilm is 
Doordarshan*$ premier which is en¬ 
joyed without the purchase of tick¬ 
ets. The biggest boaansa is for poor- 
darshan itself, which has been under 
constant fire for showing only "C 
grade" fiUna: it will be able to select 
the kind of films U wants. In the 
process, it will suhitantially add to 
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basiari'j " Again, cn the selection of 
(he t\ieme of Jana/n, Doordar^han 
has r ihown that it is broadminded and 
eari accept ireaiineni of such sens!* 
ve subjects which have a social 
relevance and moral message. Janam 
has been seen by some critics as an 
attempt (o legitimise illegitimacy. 
But. according (o the producers, it 
attempts tn remove the «iigma of 
illegitimacy so firmly entrenched in 
our scicieiy and remove the veil of 
ignominy faced by a bustard child. 
The story ^otate^ around Rahul 
(Kumar Caurevl who is viewed <is an 
outcast by society since he i« the 
illegitimate son of Virendru Dc^oi 
(Anupam Kher, who pUyed the leud 
in BhaiiN .Saraansh;, a filmmuker 
who is no longer wanted. Rahul und 
his mother Nalini (Anita Kan war) 
constantly face a barrage of insults. 


its commerctal revenue. 

Th^ first serious proposal for mak 
ing a film exclusively for televiaiwi 
came a few months after Doordar* 
shan’s director'general, Harish 
KhannSi and information and broad¬ 
casting secretary^ $.$. CUl. had senr 
'‘feelers'* to directors who could be 
interested in small or medium* 
budget ventures to be shown on 
television firs| and liter released 
commercially. Before Doordarshan 
could issue guidelines on the kind of 
telefilms it had in mind (no guide¬ 
lines heve, m fact, been issued so far) 
some directors including Mrinal Sen, 
Basu Chatterjee, Mahesh Bhatt and 
Sei Paranjpye approached Ckwrdar 
than with their film scripts. Mahesh 
Bhatt, producer of Arch and more 
recently Sareansh was the first to 
place on Doordarshan files a con- 
craca proposal. His plan to launch the 
first telefilm received a boost when 
Mudra Communications, an advertis¬ 
ing concern, decided ro tie up with 
Bhatt and sponsor the film. It was 
originally planned that Doordarshan 
would pay the director Rs eight lakhs 
as telecasting fees, as it had done 
with Demu/ and Sufcha (both films 
were premiered over Doordarshan 
this year but were not made exclu¬ 
sively for television) But by the time 
JanMiri was in the cans, the sponsor 
(Reliance Textiles) stepped in with a 
proposal that Mudra Videotec. a sub¬ 
sidiary of Mudra Communications, 
would pay Doordarshan Rs one lakh 
for sponsorship in return for four 
minutes of free advertising time. In 
the re^’ised advertising rate chart ol 
Doordarshan released in August this 
year, the teleiilm was introduced as a 
new category for sponsorship. The 
rotes for sponsoring such films, affec¬ 
tive Hovemberthis year, would be Rs 
one lakh for 90 minutes' duration, 
with four minutes of free advertising 
time. For a 60-minute film the rate 
would be Rs 70,000 with three mi¬ 
nutes free advertising time. 

With no more telefilms in the pipe 
line, there it a feeling that telefilms 
like Jena /0 is perhaps the last of its 
kind. There is also the feeling (hat 
Janem is the pioneer of a new brand 
of cinema which is here to stay. 


crore projection for the coming 
year . Today, Mudra is handling 
seven programmes mdudiisg Rejeni 
which has replaced the earlier top* 
rated serial Hum Log. Doordarshan's 
home production. Rajonj has been so 
popular (hat the serial has been 
mentioned in the columns of the Vew 
York Times and over the BBC as on'a 
of the finest serials in the worjd. 
Besides. Mudra has already m/!.de a 
name for itself by impfirting high- 
profile, popular programmes like the 
Grammy awards, the 0*icar and the 
Nobel prise presenlaticms. the Miss 
Universe contest and the Live Aid 
pop show. For (he telrvision viewer. 
Mudra has brought in late night 
shows 

While many miglit haw com¬ 
plained about Mudra receiving a 
favoured position with the directo. 
rate in New Delhi, the decision to 

C reduce the country's first telefilm 
•s once again reiterated the innova¬ 
tive approach of the agency. Said 
Sam Balsara, general manager. Mud¬ 
ra Communications: **Krom ihe 
marketing point of view, making 
telefilms is not profitable. We real¬ 
ised someone had to show the way 
and introduce a new medium of film 
entertainment. Now we expect, 
others will take the cue from Jenam 
and enter into prooucing films exclu* 
sively for Doordarshan.** 

Consider (he financial implications 
of making j telefilm like Jenam. The 
film has cost Mudra Videotec over Rs 
ten lakhs, with one lakh paid a^ 
telecast time. According to the pro 
ra/j cost of sponsorship (for a iO- 
second sponsored programme. Door¬ 
darshan charges Rs 70.000 and offers 
two minutes of free advertising 
time) ihe no-minuie film should 
have attracted eight minutes of com¬ 
mercial time. According to Anil Gup¬ 
ta of Mudra Communications :*"Door¬ 
darshan had initially allowed us the 
eight minutes for our telefilm. They 
fatar changed it to only foui minutes 
cutting our revenue from the- clients 
by 100 per cent." He added that 
while (he production and telecast fee 
from the sole sponsor of Jstnam was 
still to be worked out. Mudra was 
negotiating tbe terms for selling 
cinema and video rights, after the 
film's telecast by Doordarshan. 

According to Mudra officiab, they 
were fortunate in finding an excel, 
lent producer and a superior theme. 
For Mahesh Bhatt, the lelefllre is an 
important venture as it is an auto¬ 
biographical attempt revolving 
around the life of a struggling film 
director. At the same time, it is a 
bold 'reatment of the sensitive sub¬ 
ject of illegitimacy and the portrayal 
of the pi^ucer who hu himself 
declered many meny times: **1 am a 
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remain separated from Desai's fami¬ 
ly. It is on his way to discovering 
himself as a director that Rahul has 
to fight not only for the name of his 
father but also for a rightful place in 
his life after having been spurned by 
him at every step. In the cuncluding 
scene he is granted a new life, a 
janem. The dimax of the film is 
reached at an award-presentation 
ceremony where Rahul is to receive 
recognition for his first film. His 
father gives ilie award to him and in 
an emotionally-surcharged moment 
grants the stamp of legitimacy on his 
son. The telefilm, it is obvious, is a 
personalised attempt by Bhatt. U has 
given an opportunity for the director 
to say what he wants to and he says it 
exclusively for the television-viewer. 


T he second initiarive. perhaps, has 
been taken by Mudra Videotec 
which, according to its own officials, 
has “taken a calculated risk in in¬ 
vesting in the film without being 
assured of its success at (he box 
office." For Mudra, the creation of 
Janam ia only one of the many firsts 
it has achiavad in the short span of 
time lince it stepped in to make 
programmai for talavision. The com¬ 
pany Itself has grown from a Rs 13.2 
erore bilUog in 196041 to a Rs 60 
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‘TV Will be the Trend-setter for Film Industry’ 

S.S. GiJi, m/ormation and broodcasting secretary, fold St/WMv 


ff: It was during tha Tenth Interna- 
y rionai Film Festival held in New 
Delhi that you first approached 
directors with a proposal to make 
films exclusively for Doordarshao. 
What was the objective? 

A: I spoke CO some directors, as 1 
have on several ocher occasions 
shout the sad approach we have for 
teJecastinf films The films (hat are 
shown by Doordarshan are too far 
removed from reality. They are an 
attempt at escapism with an eacess 
of violence, sex and crime without 
even a hint uf a social messaie It 
was to show over Doordarshan. 
films with a social relevance (hat 1 
decided on a three*pronged 
approach, of which one aspect was 
to have films specially produced for 
Doordarshan. This is the practice 
with several other broadcasting 
companies in Germany where 
telvfilms lead the film industry. In 
a couple of years, 1 foresee a similar 
?ti(uatiun developing in India. Tele* 
vision wilt be the trend-setter for 
the film industry. 

Q: What perceptive dr//erence 
would there be in a film made (or 
Doordarshan and one usually 
broadcast on a Sunday? 

A; A film made for the theatre 
will use panoramic views, large 
sets For a TV fihn, more emphaxis 
would be laid on close ups and 
mid shots^ It is a closer, a 

warmer contact. But the basic idea 
of mooting this concept of telefilms 
was to give opportunities (o those 
directors whu are not bothered ab¬ 
out the commercial success of their 
film. They are not interested in the 
monkey tricks like dances> cheap 
songs, semrnude scenes. 

Take Janam Itself. It is an autobiog* 
raphical film and the directed. Mah* 
esh Bhatt has said what he wants 
to-^without bothering about the 
sale of a single ticket. He 

does not compromise on quality for 
making his film a box-office suc¬ 
cess. 

Q: Who are the directors who have 
responded to your invitation and 
wotiid be now making refe/j7ms for 
Doordarshan? 

A; In the eight-ten months since 
we launched the idea, several top- 
class directors have come to us. 
They include Mahtsh Bhatt. Basu 
Chatter jee. Hrlshiketh Mukherjee. 
Mnnal Sen and Soi Paraojpyc 


My hope is that within six months, 
half of the films shown on Doordar¬ 
shan. would be made for us. 

Q: Will Doordarshan be playing 
the role of the censor for choosing 
the cheme and sequence of tele- 
films to be broadcast? 

At Someone has to exercise 
judgement. If Doordarshan is going 
10 be selective, it is perfectly under 
siandable. There are anisies who 
may not have very strong social and 
moral coounitments. But if we feel 
a particular scene or theme is 
socially damning, then we wiU de¬ 
cide whether to air it or not. Sex 
scenes may be permissible for some 
fvoducers and cinema-goers, but 
not for Doordarshan. There have 


! Someone has to exercise 
judgement If 
Doordarshan is going to 
be selectivct it is 
perfectly 

onderstaiMlable. There 
are artistes who may not 
have strong social 
commitmenis. Sex 
scenes may be 
permissible for some 
producersand 
cinema-goers, but not 
for Doordarshan. 


Men compiaarits that with the TV 
serial boom, the film culture is 
being perpetuated into homes. But 
the fact is that the 

serials are very different. They are 
not escapist, nor romantic ceilulnid 
dreamt, but films which deal with 
(he ordinaries of life. 

Q: Tbe first telafiim to be aired 
by Doon/arahea deals with a sansi- 
tive subject <d illegicinsaey- Should 
suck a rheme be exposed o;i, as you 
say, a home entertainment 
tn^um? 

A: Janam has a bold theme. But 
(he question is: how ia (he rheme 
handled by the director? li U a film 
about the social trauma faced by an 
clIegtfifBate child and hit mother. 
The film is a depictioB of nve Hie 


and if there is any censorship it is 
for tbe advantage of the viewer. 

When we see a deviation 
from purpose, that is where we will 
step in. The same as we have done 
in the case of serials and any num¬ 
ber of sponsored programmes have 
gone off ihe rails. Take a serial like 
Rajani which has a social 

message to convey. I have personal¬ 
ly contacted the director. Basu 
Chstterjee. and instructed him not 
to spare government officers and 
cormpiinn in the establishment in 
future episodes. 

C- Do you expecr any big banners 
to be attracted into making films 
for television, or only the small- 
budget film makers? 

A: Tliv point here Is rhai no 
producer nr director will sink with 
the film. If he. say. spends five 
lakhs on making a film, he will get 
eight lakhs from us. Though 

he will be allowed to gel video and 
theatre rights, my own hunch is 
that after a telefilm has been pre¬ 
miered over Doordarshan, it would 
do well commercially. Television 
would provide tremendous public¬ 
ity for it and after all only five crore 
people are watching it on TV 
Seventy crore have still nut seen 
the film. 

<J. How is It, in the very fint 
telefilm, the sponsor has stepped in 
and eventually Doordarshan would 
be earning a lakh o/ rupee^ instead 
of spending eight lakhs (or paying 
the director, in this case Mah esh 
Bhatt. for showing u over Dnordar- 
shan? 

A: Mudra Videotec who is mak¬ 
ing Janam with Mahesh Bhatt have 
been imaginative and hove taken 
(he calculated risk of embarking on 
something new. This does not mean 
that Doordarshan has favoured 
Mudra Communications and said 
no to others. The only favourites we 
have are those companies which 
can give us good quality films. 
What has Doordarshan to lose if 
someone else is willing to pay the 
tab and we net the money? 
lam confident, that ^ 

in the case uf television serials, 
where we have ten programmes fur 
a single slot, (here will be a rush of 
good telefilms made by some best 
talents in the country. 
kitarvlawed by mta $aHn. Hew OaM 
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Js'AlaJlUia: rv>«rr«rlrd 


Handful of Jealous Politicians Do Not 
Constitute the AIADMK’ 


layoMitha Jayaram.MP, reacts to Sunday’s report 


Anim )*r«tap also says.^MCR was 
outraged when he leami that she 
(JayalaJjiha) had publicjy gues* 
fioned his menial alertness. This was 
an act of personal betrayal.” Here Ms 
Praiap sounds like *'the voice of R.M. 
Veerappan** and "the coterie." The 
author hat conveniently forgorran or 
deliberately suppressed and ignored 
the fact that from the moment MGR 
fell ill and was adn^tted in Apollo 
Hospital in Madras on S October 
19M. Ms Jovalaliiha was denied ac* 
cess 10 him. Mrs V.N. Janaki and 
R.M. Veerappan saw lo it that Miss 
Jayalahtha was not allowed to see 
MGK even once, not even when he 
was flown to the USA for medical 
treatment. After the cam* 

paign for the December *84 elections 
wav over, during; which Ms JayaJa* 
litha campaigned tirelessly for the 
party's victory, it was made explicitly 
clear to her that even if she chose to 
detv parly “ccimmauds'* and went to 
the VHA. V.N. Janaki would not 
allow her to see MGR. 

Under such circumstances, how 
could Ms Jayalalitha know the state 
of MGR's health? The whole country 
knows how she was ilhtreated, 
homilia*e<J and persecuted during 
MCR*s absence. The climax came on 
December *84 when she was 
thrown out of Tamil Nadu House in 
New Delhi on a cold winter night. At 
that time R.M. Veerappan was mak- 
mg public announkements that MGR 
would be returning to India within 
two weeks. In anguish Ms Jayalalitha 
wondered how these people could 
persecute and humiliate her if MGR 
wav really going to return home soon 
and was mentally fully alert. 

It must also be remembered that 
R.M. Veerappan and his cohorts 
muunted a severe onslaught on Ms 
Jayalalitha both from public plat* 
foms as well as in the press, right 
from the moment MGR lapsed into 
unconsciousness on 13 October 1984. 
Their attack on Ms Jayalalitha con¬ 
tinued unabated for four-and ahaU 
months. The only time they ceased 
their onslaught was during the three 
weeks in December 1964 while she 
was campaigning for the party in the 
Lok Sabha and Tamil Nadu Assembly 
elections. Anile Pratap and everyone 
else should remember that Mils 
Jayalalitha bora aU this with stoic 


A nita Praiap’s cover viory. 
Jave/af/rhe: Skutin/i an Thin 
It't‘ {25—31 Augusii IV full of 
vtaliments that are factually 
I wrong and comments that are ab&o* 

I lately baseless. At the onve(« no 
' priest was flown in from Mudras to 
IH'lhi by Ms Jayalalitha as men¬ 
tioned by the author and no puMwas 
< performed in the bungalow allotted 
I to her Moreover, Ms Jayalalitha was 
I never in any dilemma as to whether 
I shi* vhould continue in stay in the 
; MP*> hioigulow nr return to Madras. 

. The f Jvi IS that she did not stay in the 
I bungalow wen for a day. She was 
jnlormed that the bungalow had 
l>rer icnovated and was ready for 
occupation Rui on arriving at the 
hime on 14 July, she saw ihai il was 
in a dilapidated condition and within 
Hii hour she moved to the Tamil Nadu 
house in New Delhi. From there she 
I sent a letter to the chairman of the 
house committee of the Rajva Sabha, 
formally surrendering the bungalow 
on the ground that it was unfit for 
human halntation. Incidentally, she 
look with her ISO pieces of luggage 
and not 19 pieces ai mentioned. 
Moreover. Ms Jayalalitha Is a mem- 
lier oi the parliamentary cunMilta- 
tivo committee for the depanments 
of atomic energy, space, electronics, 
.scicnev and technoJogv, environment 
and forests and ocean development 
and not just for electronics The 
{ allegation that she sent messages to 
the Piime Minister levelling charges 
ogiiinsi AlCCtl) general secretary 
G.K Mnopanar and others i^ also 
false and baseless. 

In vei another part of the article. 
M^ I’latap vavs, '’Jayalalitha is still 
wailing tor MGR to lead her nut nl 
the \haduivs to poiitkal prnmincn* 
ce again." (v Anita Rutap a mciid- 
rciidi*r? Hnw else wciiiid she know 
whai IS in Ms Javalahihu's mind!' In 
another placv. Ms Rratap writes: 
’'MGK IS not favourably disposed in 
his parry men gtiing press mierviesw, 
something which liau made Jayala* 
iiiha total Iv inaccessible to the press 
when she was the propaganda secret* 
arv in 1963 and 1984. She broke this 
Aajlowed edict only when she felt 

O gieiutcd and needed ihr press to 
r her grievances to the public.'' 
, Such recnarks are basel«->s. for when 


Ms Javalaliiha was the propaganda 
secret ary she was not inaccessible to 
the press. She gave inters*lews during 
this penud to several English 
lN.'riodicak as well as Tamil maga- 
rines When she was first sent to the 
Rajva babha in 1984, Ms Jayalalitha 
j held a press conference in .Sew Delhi 
' ivheie ihe entire national press was 
present Has Ms Praiap fnrgolien all 
iliis? Ms Jay»ilalitha was always ac* 
cevvibSe in tlu* press. It seems to be a 
case of sour grapes on the part of the 
author who could not meet Ms 
favalalitha ilespite her repeated 

( attempts. 
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filence and foitnude. Despite the 
unbearable ^mental afsonv she was 
underfioina, she did not utier a word 
in seJf defence or retahation. 

It was onlv towards the end oi 
.lenuarv 198^ that Ms Jayalahtha 
broke her silence and spoke to (he 
press lashinf out at her tormentors. 
Even (hen. she gave press interviews 
only four times: on 20. 21. 22 and 23 
January. After that, although the 
attacks on her continued ceaselessly 
right till the eve of MGR's return to 
Madras on 4 February Ms 

Jayaleliiha did not make any further 
stHtemenis lo the press. The author's 
remnrk that Ms Jayalalitha "repe* 
lUodly gave press interviews" is un* 
true. It was (he press which kept on 
repealing the interviews she had 
giver iust once, making it appear 
that she was repeatedly giving inter i 
views Apnrt fr<»m dailies. Ms Javala* 
Utha gave interviews to weeklies. , 
fortnighrlies and monthlies as well, i 
NaturaJIv these interviews appeared | 
later, at dtJaved intervals. But ell | 
interviews were given by her only on 
those four Javs in January, and not 
afteiwurdv. 

KIsew'hera in The cover story Anita 
Er.'irap says' "Karlit r Janaki was no- 
wnere by his <M(iR'sl side when he 
mihic’ public appearances. Now she is 
always seen with him Earhcr, it 
was Javalulitha who stood next to 
M(IK at public luncuons Till (odty 
he ha.v not made a single public 
appearance wnh her IJayaUlithaj | 
after his retuin.'* Kate again Anita | 
Prutdp is totally wrong Even before i 
M(«R's illness, ihe CM and Ms ' 
Javalaliiho never made public \ 
\ appearances together. Even when \ 
she was the propaganda s.*cretary in 
I 1983 and 1984. she always had her 
i own separate public engagements. In i 
fact they made it a point never to ^ 
appear together at any public func¬ 
tion or meeting. Even at that time, , 
V.N. Janaki efwavs accompanied ' 
MGR whenever he attended mar¬ 
riages or other public functions 
where he chose to take her along. 

The only major occasions when ^ 
MGR and Ms Jayalalithe made 
public appeara nee s coget her werv at 

the AlADMK rally in Cuddalore in ; 
June 1982, and The valedictory func- ' 
(Ion of Mahakavi Bharathiar centeo* . 
ary celebrations in December 1992. 
aiid a few other occasions which are 
rare. Even on those occasions, Ms 
Jayalahtba never stood next to MGR. 
They only sat on the same dais for a 
little while, with several chain and 
people between them. 

tn another place Anita Fritap 
writes: Jayalalltha threw one of her 
famous taiunsns aed decided to 

Madna ^ 


down in Delhi. In a fit of temper she 
wound up her li n kv WIT hi he city 1 Mad 
ras) and wa« all ready for ebsing ihe 
Tamil Nadu chapter and opening a 
new one in the capital." This again is 
another instance of the aiithor*s 
feverish imagination running rnrt. 

In ihe first place, what does she 
mean by "one of her famous tan¬ 
trums^*' Has Anita Pratap ever wit¬ 
nessed Ms Jayaialiiha ''throwing a 
tantrum?" No one has. for that mat¬ 
ter She is a very dignified lady with 
poise and grace. 

Secondiv. Ms Javalalitha did not 
decide "lA leave Madras for good iit 
a fit of temper." The house at No 12, 
Safdarjung Lane in New Delhi, had 
already been allotted tn Miss Javala 
Inha at the end nf March 198S But 
she was told that the house would he 
vasateJ only after thret* monrhs and i 
that she would have hi wan until 
than. Accordingly, un 9 June 198S. 
Ms Javalalitha was informed that the 
house had been vacated and that she 
could take possession of it. She 
needed Tvm weeks to make the neces¬ 
sary preparations tu set up a new 
establishment and so decided to go to 
Delhi to occupy the house in the 
second week of July All Members of 
Parliament are alloiied official 
accommodation in Delhi. When MPs 
set up house m the official accom- 
Tnvdaiiiin allotted to them, u does 
nut automatically mean (hat they are 
leaving their home state. winding 
up their permanent residence in a fit 
of temper. Miss Javalalitha s«i out to 
occupy the huuse allotted to her m 
Delhi, It was not due to any fit of 
Temper. She had no intention of 
leaving Madras for good. She did not 
cut eff her links with Madras either 
Such reports were only fanciful spe¬ 
culations which appeared in the 
press. 

Anita Pratap declares "Jayala- 

iitha bas visions of playing a dynamic | 
role on the national canvas," What is i 
(be basis or justification for such a 
statement? How does she know that 
Ms Jayalalitha has such visions? Hat 
Ml Javalalitha ever said so or made 
any such statements m public or in 
the press? This may be Anita Pra- 
tap’s personaivtew. 

The author also states that 
"Jayalalitha had made considerable 
eff(^s to cultivate Indira Gandhi." 
This again is totally wrong. Where is 
the pr^ that Ms jayalalithe did so? 
The truth is that Ms Jayalalitha nev¬ 
er made any effort to cultivate Indirt 
Gandhi or anybody else for that 
maner. 

Khushwaat Singh tpeaks the truth 
when be says in another article in the 
same iseue; "Jayalalithe was with* 
dxawA. nucb younger and shyer 


tihdn Nurgisi. She luicly cared i<» 
look up r»r \mile at envone." Thnt iv 
the pUm truth. Ms Jjvalaliiha is hy 
naiure tou shv and re»:eivt-d lo go out 
of the wav tn ndtiVHte Hnyone. Such 
behaviour is alien tu hei character. ^ 
The truth is that Indiru Gandhi was I 
rmprcsseJ hv Ms Jayalaliihu'c per- < 
formance in Parliamem. and weiii | 
out of (he wjv to show kindness to 
her and encourage her, Iwcniisc- she 
believed thui Mtss Joviikihiliii had 
great potential wfiivh should he fully i 
utilised 

At vet another poini Aniiu Knit.ip 
says. "She (Jayalalitha) had Inn-n 
pesieriiig MGR to give her ai le.isi .t 
ministerial berih lung More he lell 
ill " This again is absoliiudv oninjc 
Such ii remark is based u|>on henisay 
and i iimour. How docs Anita Pr;ir.ip 
know (his to Iw a fact? Did she- wer 
witness Miss Jayalalitha "iiestering" 
M(jK for a minisicrial b«-rth? 


Anna Praiap goes un io rnmiTieni 



JayaWHJM*» bMue In Madras 


about Ms Jayalaiitha's "personality i 
flaws" and her "unbndled arm | 
gance." Granted that nobody is per¬ 
fect, but Anita Praiap's sweeping 
I assertion thai "Jayalalitha is un¬ 
popular with her pariymen” becuu.se 
of her "arrogance" is again only a 
case of reporting hearsay. Ms Jayala- 
Uiha is a human being and she may 
have her faults, but arrogatice is | 
certainly not one of rhem. 

As regards Ms Jayalaiitha's popu¬ 
larity with her partymen, Anita Pra¬ 
iap should realise that a handful of 
i jealous ministers, MLAs and MPs do 
; noi constitute the AlADMK, Let the [ 




Unique Triple Offer 



1. Exchange your old 

cooker of any make for a brand 
new Hawkins at the prevailing market 
price and get a cash rebate of up to 
Rs. 100 (for example, an old 5 litre will 
get R$. 30). 


2. Rs. 90 initial payment 

less the cash rebate, balance in 6 monthly 
instalments when you buy a Hawkins 
on Hire-Purchase. Or get minimum 
6% cash discount plus die rebate on 
your old cooker. 

3. You can win Rs. 50,000 

cash or any of the other 1176 prizes. 
Total prize value over Rs. 2 lakhs. When 
you buy a Hawkins, enter the Hawkins 
Best Pressure Cooker Contest Just rank 
in order of importance 10 features of a 
pressure cooker, given in die entry form, 
impartial judging aided by computer. 

Hawkins, the safest, 
fastest way to tasty food 

Buy before October 31,1985, and bene&t 
from any one, two or all three offers at 
your nearest CSD (I) Unit Canteen or 
Hawkins Triple Offer Dealers. For 
details or the address of your nearest 
dealer write to Hawkins Dept. 339, 
P.O. Boh No. 6481. Bombdy-400 016. 





CONTROVERSY 


author cake the trouble to undertake 
a tour of Tamil Nadu^ and let her 
make the effort of speaking to the 
Ukh& of grassroots workers who con¬ 
stitute 99 per cent of the party, as 
well as party functionaries at all 
levels, and lec her try to elicit their 
opinions. Anita Pratap will then dis¬ 
cover the extent of Ms Jayalalitha*s 
popularity, and if she <|Uetttions them 
about her alleged "arrogance." she 
will discover that the rank and file, 
the cadres of the party will tell her 
that Ms jayalaliiha was the only 
AlADMK leader who took the trou¬ 
ble to litten sympathetically tu their 
problem^ and grievances and helps'll 
them out of their difficulties. 

Anita Pratap comments elsewhere 
that "in the last six months it was 
evident that deprived of his lM<iR*s) 
patronage, she (JayaUlitha) had fast 
becomt' a noneniitv. a recluse whom 
the public stopped talking abnui," is 
rather ridjculnus and sounds like 
wishful thinking on the part of R.M 
Veerappan and company. Moreover, 
the remark is self contradictory. If 
Ms ,)iiy*il«ilithu has really hecume a 
Roncntjtv. li recluse whom thepubhe 
has stopped talking ahoul. whv did 
SiiNOAV feature ihis "nonentitv" on 
the cover? 

Artila Hratapobserves: “Apparent' 
iy. thuie are not manv CHlk'r> ms ihe 
phones are bIwav^ free All this is 
in striking umlrast to the scenario 
two years ago. At I hat time .layale- 


litha was besieged by partymen and 
outsiders " Such remarks are totallv 
unwarranted. Ms Jayalalitha has ah 
ways believed m preserving the 
peace and privacy of her home. Even 
iwo years ago, mie could never see 
' ciwds at her house. She was be* 
sieged by partymen and outsiders at 
the party headquarters in Madras 
All tho<»e who wanted to meet her 
' had to go there. Crowds could lie 
I seen at her residence nnly on festival 
, davs or un special occasions when 
partymen jnd others would flock to 
her house to offer their greetings. On 
all other days it was made clear to 
everybody that if they wanted to 
meet her thev had to go to the parrv 
headquarters 

Anna Pratap is welcome to spend 
one or two days here in mv office 
room at Ms Jayalalitha 'n residence. If 
she sits here she will observe for 
I herself the amount uf mail we still 
' receive every day. the numerous 
' telephone calls requesting app<iini' 

I nieitis and the innumerable requests 
I invicioK Ms Jayalalitha to preside 
I m er some functHm or address some 
I meeting, fr is a d if Went matter thai 
I for I In* prest'of. Ms Jayalalitha has 
I Jc*iided not to accept any public 
I engagements. Because she k imm 
making public appeatances now*, it 
' does not mean she is not iti Jem.md 
j N. yegatheesan. ^x'rvmaf assictanr ra 
I ./ayafafitha favaram. Ml\ Ratyn 
> 5abha. New Dvtht 


if My Intent Was Malice, 

I Would Not Have Censored 
Shocking Details’_ 

Aiiifa Prcitcp replies 


/ wa5 ri^r. Jayai§Jitha is her own 
worst enemy. Even if I had in¬ 
tended to be ina/jciou$ / could nor 
have possibly .succeeded m damaging 
her as she has done herself with her 
absurdly long, hysterical letter. I 
have every reeaon to believe that 
diough tAe letter is signed by her 
personal assistant it has been au 
thored by Jayalalitha herself. For 
some odd reason, Jayalalitha rarely 
pots her own signarure ro the lerrer$ 
she writes Even if one were to give 
her the beoefit of the doubt f which / 
am aot Inclined to does f know her 
ell to well), the letter must necessari- 
Iy have had the endorsement of Ms 
JeyaJelitha 

h Js.a feet ther I made repeated 
je.mett JavalalithM. U rqoJt 


ihrre d.iys ftrr mv re«|ue5r to be com- 
muiticaied to her, an appo’nt' 

mem was made for 29 August, 

H'hrch was abruptly vaitcelled with the 
excuse that she was unwell, i coni’ei'ed 
to her PA that ne were ptanning ro do a 
major cover story im her and that we 
were very keen to have her vis-w^. He 
said, lie would gpt ImcIc to n?/* In rbe 
meant/n»e. rhi' main articie was pre¬ 
pared and despatched. The micrrivw 
H’a« supposed to serve as an adjunci. 
where I would have elw ireJ her opinion 
on three poxnrs: IVhv she rhu>r to be- a 
I reciuae.* did <he expert to he retnst.iiitd 
I to her preemrnenj powtimi in the par ry 
and her i imirovential deebngn with the 
Congreisttl. So thelaet that she lird nrrr 
give an interview, m no was altered the 

S tain article as it had atirady been 
espatched- As a atagaiine of stature 


and repine, St vii ii ji)«f / ac iis leprc- 
scniaiivc <h> niM tuxd to opviHtf at ihc 
absurd and t rass level of “soni g/apc's." 

One of the has/c cimtci/pooi^ of the 
letter that the artnh' is the p/'n#trcf 
vf mv Severed jvijginixrion H'hy on 
earth would I be interested in conerKt 
, mg stones about JawiUhihu iinculvn- 
liilh shv has not deriH-d «iny of the 
vuhsiant/i'c i&aucs m the jrmh')^ The 
I article iva^ written atier detailed dn 
(u^stons I had n*/th venous />eople i/l 
the AM/M/A*. !>MS hiuJiIu i'nnettusih 
I rang/np/rum ordma rv/»i/ti woiicei* oi 
I moiiwers. / s/wfce to indrpendiojt 
wiwr<'rs as well as mv <onr.i<'r iii fliv 
7j.vj/ah(/ia ho»s<*hoid I lolkcd to peo¬ 
ple close to hum I took Kpeeial sure lo 
elu'ii th*- opiiiioii ,ohI iiru.v of ihe 
"tou'.H-" J* Of// o< Ja,\alaliilto's •.np- 
por ters fthiHtgli rh<*v seem lo be ;in 
endangered •‘pei’ies these days ntid 
were sii/pf/v/rigfv lukewaitti iit their 
stipp<irt^ In other words, the arficic 
^ yyjs lUii .HI espirssuin ul ;»rsfUhti rtiovs 
I hut a (u//jtit<n of l.icts gfeunvd Iroru 
I tarron<. iieop/f. 

I Aiiottiei b.«s/i t outeniloll of the if- 
I iMiirder is ihal no jounudisi (an ivnrc 
I .ibnot .in o/ suii.ition rin/fsv hi- ftr 
I she js j w iriif ss lo II, This is muiulesih 

I absurd tt iluit u'<vf fo hi- iti<-4'<ts<-.niv 
' sr.irej/K'ut th.ii I /mic to itiakr .ilxnii 
. ,h',ia/a/frh.< s wm esrstrnn* oon/d hr 
jrn.rbd hv rutile ot ihe l.it'l th.il I luid 
I not MH-o her toi soiDellltiv I \ivpt on 
I live I tssjo-s III ivhnh I am .Kiost-d of 
, ht-irrg ’f.H tu.dlv iwdc off ihe mark" i! 

I shall loniv to them laioi i ihe rinttnng 
! aignmeniiit itiv fl paci' /i-rit'/ js "Ifrov 
I d'K-s .\niia lUutap knoiv ihrs to bi> 
riut'.’~ to “U.'s Amt! /*iarap n’ltiri'ssfi/ 
,faia/a/rth.< thioomii a tanrrom^" am! 
sti on Sol a sfj^^'ii' /Mro/ndrst s.viv Mis 
r.'andhi Iwtnu .isN.t^NMiaifd hot llieiv 
, /ia\'<' Ihh-o detailed .luilleniu n posts 
, uri htos'i*A.u't/i ri/MfitH-ijfd. ,/otn/i.drsrs 
def*end oti then ii-li.d'lt’ sttitne.' w'ho 
arc- pri\ s* iv goiiigK-on oi bare av< css i(i 
. if/r.ibh* mlb/rn.irnni I'oi ibe suAsia/i- 
, r I I 'c I vs ties <»f m v ai in lel ha i'<* i v/ted on 
' indepeitdenr suurres ivhtihto e nothing 
lo gain OI lose In' JayulahibH’s d<'S( enr 
or a sc cm hul nh<j lo' urt iic* of ibvir 
umync ptisirrons /ia\*ea('<'es.s roieiiahlf 
infoimation pet mining lohei iio. while 
I hai'T nt*r »fciua/h o iotessed ./a,vu/n> 

. hihd ihioHiiig .1 lainnim before MCR. 

' t*r fitr that m.itrer hrfor<* newsmen 
- when sh<* rbreo tml ,i itewspaper evi'- 
rvsixuidciii in one of the January press 
titnfvu-iices tor having eaik-d her ' hv'* 
re/ical" in hi.< dvspat.h abovi her. it 
th«'s not mean that ihe vieties drd noi 
take plate. 

.favala/irha savs I utn f<u tn«i//v ivrong 
in saying thai she wa< inacvcssihle 
when she o’as rh«' propaganda r((<(Tet' 
an. Aireti.cih/Iirv is x<ce<tamed nut hv 
pu'ss irWm*riCfs gjien by ihe mdi- 
vidihil III IS lulled hei’aiist* the jkrsnn 
Hj«he< ft* iommimicate sotnerhorg s;h*- 
cifu I but rhee.ise with ivhnh a louinul 
iit can e.stabh'ih contact wirh the t>et * 
KDri. MCR has given three, while the 


COPn*ROVERSY 


Prtmi' MinjAftr andchwi n»iir>r?« Uke 
NTfi nrtd Hvfidv haw Siwn ioumless 
number tif nuvrvwws Javalahtha 
jijVen less r/)irn wn tn /wo 

I Aa for thv cr'ntn7L*rif ihur Jayalalttha 
never suuni fit**/ r« MCR Itnouse there 
. were r«iN<*< Jttd /K*f n«vn them i$ 
so ludtertius that one vrortdeis whether 
ir met us <1 tvt>ly\ I don't know how rrehr 
i> rh<‘ iUnm thiU “thi'v (MGR and 
jQyulttlfth.!i made ii e point never to 
nppeur lo/ivihvi »( anv publk ftinc- 
linn." Whilv .simrtes liose to MCR 
verify that MGH fcti frequent public 
iippt'4irnmi'\ with JuvutaHtha would in- 
v/rc ciimmcnis from within his 

puny nnd the 1>MK. I don't know 
whether J:iy,iluliiha ihou/thi so too. The 
point IS. a.s admit red m the letter itself, 
there were iKxasions when thv rwo 
Wi'fc \tvri /o^i*rhiT et the some public 
tiwction, Oc.'>i>ile Jjyuioliihn's cUimet 
the tilin' of the Pvevmber 1984 election 
camiyiinn. rhiir she would uccompeny 
SJGH ui the rounds of thankspivinp, she 
end M(IR have not made 4 single public 
4Pi>eer.\nre^with or without chairs in 
bvrwiieiu So though she openly hankers 
to undertake rom/ rour> wirh MGR. the 
latter has not chown to do so. This is 
seen by pnrtymvn and political obser¬ 
vers as indicAth'c of MGH's desire to 
keep her at u distance 

When I inierviewed her in Coimba¬ 
tore ijf />ri*em/>e*r 1984 at the nmc of 
the elections. I asked her whether she 
n'olly believed that MCR was as fine as 
Mr Yeerappon and others projected 
him to K*. Af /har time her reply was 
rhjr ih"ie were many people who had 
seen MGH and testified to his good 
health. Pictuic^ .ilso showed he was 
fine and active. Mr Thirunavakkarasu. 
hei supporter, was also victimised 
when bis major ponfolios viere taken 
away fivm him when MGR was still in 
New York. He very widely registered a 
protest and then left it at that. I have 
made no moral judgments on whether 
Juyalalitha wd.« J/yrh( or wron^ xri her 
outburst, oil I .said wjs (hat x/ made the 
Congressil) leaders wory (>t*cau«o rho 
**Av4>nAin^ Bhadrakali." a^ >he called 
herself, sounded rash and immature 
(this was what the Congressmen had to 
say. not li 

I know that .fa.vafa/xrha has vision.s of 
plaving a role <i( the national level 
6«\’ause ^le told me sc herself (like she 
did about her desire for a ministerial 
berth!. This wa< an eff-the-iecord sea- 
sion that I had with Jayalslithm. Much 
as she would love to a///ibuf^ this to my 
imagination, fevered or otherwise, she 
cannot do »o. becau^^ another journal¬ 
ist wa.< present with me when she made 
these statements. She .said, she had no 
mtention of being strait-jacketed in 
Tamil Nadu amt that ultimately she 
would join the Congressili and 
X^ihi as the iOiirn of her activities. 

As for her agreeing wtih Khushwant 
Slosh ^ ^ being "shy ," I 


would like to point out that be (Mr 
5iakh> him'oiH admits that he dots not 
knim her very well. Everyone in Tamil 
Nadu who haw bad some ekposure’to 
Jayataliiba will confirm that she is not 
shy. 5omeijme$ she chooses to be reti¬ 
cent. She does not complain about what 
is adrDjxxecffv Mr 5jiveh*s perumal views 
because it is favourable contmrni. right 
or wrong. 

As for wasting .space on y^vaXafirha 
because she was b^iming a non-i-nuty 
stripped of MGR's patmaage. I wmdd 
like to enlighten her (har ^jbhoov 
MToxe huistfr^< and hundri'ds of pages 
on the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire. 77re decline of a person, empire 
or phcmmienon ri as imponani as its 
et^iuxjoit because it enposc* the cniciat 
plav of forces. The fact that Prem Satir. 
MalavaUm film star iSrson. t-8 
September 1 . is today unwanted h.r xhe 
film distributors is as imporranr ro 


Lastly, she alleges that 1 have written 
the arrieJe oux of malice, spite and 
venom. / have always been sympaxher/c 
fo Jayalalitha because I felt it must be 
diUicult for her to prove her worth in 
politics which. parncuier4v in Tamil 
.Sadu. r* a man's world Fe//ow* 
journalists have always teased me for 
I being ‘soft' towards Jayalaliiha. When 
ewpsone chose tv dismisc her off, 1 
took the trouble of following her on her 
eif^tion trail and wrote about how hard 
she worked and the large crowds she 
aixracxed. It retjuired some e//orr on m v 
parr re ensu/e rhax mv personal aym- 
t*athv fur her did not come in the way of 
tiu-criticism levelled against her bv her 
parx.s'inen m the current p/edicament 
rhax she found hvrsetf in. If my intent 
was malice. I would have referred to 
rhe absoluicly shorkmp .md ahn.tiVe 
ept xhexs .luyalalith.i ufied in .Mxiuary to 
describe MGR who ainnv was responsi¬ 



MGK vnh Uf wife JaMkl 
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rrewnnapariops as the fact that be j> 
mentioned in the Guiness Book of 
World Roeords for acting m the max¬ 
imum number of films. 

Regarding the remark about the lack 
of callers at her hous^^since January 
(here has'e been so manv /e^(ri*a/»^ 
how is it that even on fa.stival da\> she 
gets very few ca//ers compared tv the 
number she reeeired «*«rart a^? 
She can no longer meet vturors in the 
parxy office as she holds no important 
post in the party, fiur rf s/h* is a pohtjcaf 
phenomenon in her own nght as she 
eyaimed before pressmen and it sliU 
very much in dexnaitd. rhea her house 
(since she cannot use the party uffice as 
aha hoids no party posfl would have 
been befiaped by cafJers. i/respecnVe 
of the fact whether she choae ru see 
them or not. 


ble for the political heights she scaled 
prior to his illness. She cannot deny this 
because she made the vrxuperatiW re 
marks about .MCR at the same session 
where /he other journalist was also 
present 

fhe irrefutable proof of the aixxhen* 
ticjfv of my report was Jayalalitha’s 
reinstaiemenr as propaganda secretary 
vf the AtAVMK on 5 September, nearly 
two weeks after the 29 Aupusr issue of 
Si KP»\ hit the stand.s. I had .sraxedi 
based on my djscuMi'oni with certain 
kekpeisoiis, xhar MCR wouid reinstate 
her as the propaganda secretary as he 
now fevis the need for a glamorous 
crowdpuller. a need necessitated by his 
speech impediment, So now is Javala- 
Utha inclined to believe that I am nor 
I lift a xnind’reader but a sootbsaver as 
well? 


Brute Force 

Andhra Pradesh police are bJomod for (ho murder of a civil righK ochvisf 



neighbours were standing in the lane 
which runs behind the row of shops. 
N. Murthy from one of these shcips» 
the Bhiratha Enumevring and Kloc 
cricals. said, “Ur Kamanatham. 
Ramulu and f were talking he hind 
the shop. We heard some noise at) we 
moved to the third shop which has a 
grill door, but it was lucked. So we 
entered Kalpana Opticals from ihc 
back door which was o\>tn. We saw 
the processioit going past, so Ramulu 
and I ruiihed off tu close our shops us 
the other shutters wire uiming 
down ^Ur Rumanathum was left In.' 
hind in the empty shop. After ihc 
procession had gone by. ilie shop Imy 
raised the shutter and lound the 
doctor lying in the back room wub 
bullet in; ones. Wh il e no o i ■ n ot lu i ^ 
how Dr Karnanatham was shot 

at, people said that es the proceMion 
was passing by. a few of the proces. 
sivnists l>egan to beat up the voung 
man who was standing next to the 
doctor's chnu. According to ihcm. in 
the commotion some ps'ople entered 
and assaulted the cumpounder and 
the patients too. 

Dr Sampaih Kajurum, a piivute 
medical practitioner who has a clinic 
near Dr RamanaihamS. corrubo' 


been killed by a rival extremist and shot him at cioac 
group. He added that the funeral Reddy was killed a 
procession had passed by Dr Rama were intured. This bt 
naiham’s clinic more than half an crowded railway stat 
hour before the murder. But rhis has nf shock through W«i 
failed to convince most people the morning of.) ^'sept 

Dr Ramanatham was a leading pro ' sub invpcctor was i 
vale pediatrician of Warangal town, funeral The funeral 
He had also been a civil rights acriv* gan at ihe mortuary 
isi for a Inrig iioie. His activities ment h(»spital and et 
centred round his medical practice timS village near Wa 
and work for civil liberties. The cession passed thrown 
APCLC says that the police are de- Main Road post n 
libi’rately portraying civil rights ' naiham’s clinic. Sooi 
activists as extremist sympathisers I cession passed. Dr Ri 
and anti'social elements while they ' found bleeding prafi 
are trying to prove that Dr Kama* On that day Mnn> 
natham’s murder was the result ot an already arrived at Dv 
extremist attack in order to cover up | clinic but h« had nnt 
the fact that he had been killed , them The diictur 

Pnplf tn froat of the opi leak shop wtirrr Dr RamMalhani merdemd 
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this: many Naxalite groups possessed 
service revolvers which had been 
seized from policemen. A portion of 
the wooden partition in the Kalpana 
Opricals shop was shattered and a 
bullet was found embedded in the 
wood alsu 

According to sotne witnesses. 
Dr Rainanatham,on leaving his com* 
panions.was returning to his clinic by 
the back lane when the assailants 
saw him and chased him to the 
optical shop to gun Kim down. No 
sound of firing was heard. It is sus* 
peeled (hat the revolvers were fitted 
with silencers However. Dr Rama* 
natham's wife refuted the vendetta 
theory. She said, '*He was a popular 
doctor. He has had hss clinic for 19 
years.Why should ha have any enemy 
who would take revenge? He never 
did anything agnuisc any person, he 
was only fitting for civil rights, the 
police killed him ” It is true that Dr 
Ramanatham was very popular espe* 
cially among the poor since he dis* 
pensed medicine to poor patients at a 
nominal cost. And (his gives credibil* 
ity to the words of people like Kanna* 
biran who said, ''There is a calcu* 
latcd atrempi to blur the distinction 
between civil liberties work and ex* 
tremist political activity, so that the 
attack on one is not distinguished 
from the other.*' 

In recent months, the police have 
launched an intensive programme 
against the extremists. The district 
police have taken to producing plays 
and burrakfithas (folk dramas) to 
educate the public about the activi* 
ties of the extremists. The propagan¬ 
da .by way of plays with long rhetoric* 
al speeches .attracts tha crowd 
Whether the message attracu at the 
same rate is another matter. Police 
encounters with alleged exuemist 
groups have also increased. This has 
started a conflict between the police 
administration and the civil liberties 
^oups. The police are also becoming 
increasingly intolerant about the 
civil liberties groups. 

Meanwhile, the state government 
has rejected a demand for a judicial 
iQQuiry into the murder ui Di Rama* 
natham. But the circumstances in 
which tile niutder took place during 
a police funeral procession speaks 
of the need for an unpartial inquiry 
especially when there is ample cir* 
cuznstancial evidence to Implicate 
the police. A young college lecturer 
who refused to be identified said, *It 
is difficult to believe that such kill¬ 
ings could take place in broad day* 
li^i. But I have one question: wbat 
would have been the attitude and 
action of the police if such a murdet 
had taken plate during a procession 
of some other group of people?” 


rated the time sequence. Dr Saenpath 
was driving to his dispensary in the 
morning when his car got caught up 
I in the funeral procession. So his car 
had to proceed slowly behind the 
. procession till he reached hl$ clinic. 
; Said Dr Rajoram, "1 was starting to 
examine the second patient when 
' (WO b«iys ran in. They said Dr Rama- 
narham was hurt. So i went with 
them to the optlcals* shop. I found Dr 
Ramanatham in a bad condition but 
he recognised me ar.d said. 'Sampath 
take me to hospital.' 1 rushed him to 
> the government hospital. Mj only 
concern at that time was ta reach him 
there alive." However, within an 
hour the news spread that Dr Rama- 
J natham was dead. The shops started 
I closing and Section 144 was prom* 
j ulgated. The situation became tense 
1 when the people heard the shocking 


T he district police authorities 
claimed that the procession had 
already left the area at the time of 
the shooting. They also said that 
apart from the policemeD in uniform, 
many others had joined the proces¬ 
sion since there was much resent¬ 
ment about the killing of the sub 
insp^ror InterMiingly, arenrding to 

reports, the police also claimed that 
some policemen had entered Dr 
Ramanatham's clinic to drive away a 
mob which had entered the clink. 

Four bullets were recovered from 
Dr Ramanatham*s body during the 
post-mortem. The bullets were from 
a service revolver but the Warangel 
district fupermiendecit of police K. 
Aravinda Rao had an explanation for 
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Will the West Bcn>tai governmcnl’s lukeov^r o/ the decrepit Jiouse in which the greet 
Indian notionalist onco hVed bring back its lost prestige? 


T od^y, (he quiiint and dignified 
huuse 61 I9 A. SeUygunj Circu* 
lar ((odd in south Cdkufta 
where Mduldne Abul Kelem 
Ated once lived presents a Korry 
sighi. Oaiiiges and bauackOike quar 
cers have sprouted within its prenis* 
es, oil drums aiv slacked m a corner, 
urid during the monsoons the mud 
and «lush makes it difficult to walk 
down thv purlieu. There is very httle 
evidence thai once unv of the found* 
ing fathers of the Indian Indvpvnd' 
ence Ri<>vemrn(< lived and conferred 
with his colleagues like Mahatma 
Cundhi. Jawiiharlal Nehru end even 
Motile! Nehru (u free India from the 
British colonial rule. 

Maulana Axad had spent the early 
years uf his life in this house. It 
became a meuiing place for Con* 
gressmen. In fact, senior citirens of 
the locality still remember Arad's 
spellbinding oratory at a Congress 
meeting held ai the residence. De* 
spice its historical slgfuficaiice the 
house has been neglected for years. 

But when the deputy chairman of the 
Rajya Sabha and a grand daughter of 
Azad. Najma IlepluUah visited Cal* 
cutia in July, she met chief minister 
Jyoti Basu with the prupcsal to con* 
vert the house into a memorial for 
the fiory educationist. Mrs Heptulbh 
later told SUNfiAY that Mr Basu had 
been “receptive" to her proposal and 
had sought the details. 

Mrs Heptullah also expressed her 
desire to hand over the house to the 
Asiatic Society. According to its 
general secretary Chandan Roy 
Chuwdhury. the society is ready to 
cake over the house and establish its 
Institute of Higher Learning in Isla¬ 
mic Studies there. "We are very 
interested in the house and await its 
requisition by the state govern¬ 
ment.'' said Roy Chowdhury. 

The house is presently owned by 
the Kaliraata trust under the chair¬ 
manship of A.S. Naskar and divided 
into three flats. While two flats have 
been leased out to companies, the 
third is occupied by a tenant who 
runs an anti-rust oil factory The 
tenants feign ignorance about the 
possibility of a takeover by the gov- 
•rnmani Said one of thcm» who did 
RoC.wepc nemed: **1 am ooi « Tlitgov^ef 
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‘‘Converting the House into a Memorial Would 

be a Tribute to Him^ 


NajmQ Heptuliuh. 4^puly chairman of the Ro/yo Sabha, told Sut>rDAY 


A: When were you /irs*r i 
V appioachtd hy the trustees 
for the renovetion of Muuleao 
Aged's house inCaicutte? 

A; I received intimation a^ut 
th« houio in May this year from the« 
b6«rd of rrusteen which i.s under the 
chairmenthtp of A. 5. Naskar. Be¬ 
fore this I 4id not even know the 
address of the house and had never 
seen ihe place since 1 was seven 
years old when Partition took pUce 
end after Partition mv grandfather 

shifted to hts New Delhi residency 
at 19. Akhar Road. 

Q: Did the old hQu%e hold any 
memorits /or you end was your vitk 
to the house reminist:ent of your 
family history? 

A: This was the first time that I 
stepped ineide the house. But I 
immediately recoIJected some sto^ 
ies which my grandmother, Fatima 
Arsu had sold me about Deda)i. The 
first thing that struck me about the 
house was a room on the building's 
first floor, which had big windows 
and a huge tree on the side of c^. 
Oae dey a thief had climbed on the 
tree and entered Maul ana Seheb’s 
srydy room. He was in the room 
writing a book and the keys to his 
safe were lying un the table close to 
where he was sitting. The thief 
picked up the keys, opened the safe 
and stole his cigarette case and 
other valuables. He then walked 
out leaving the keys on the same 
table. When my grandmother caipe 
into the room and found the mondy, 
and jewellery from, the safe missing 
she informed Maulana Saheb.,He 
replied that he had been so engrbs- 
sad in his book that he did not 
notice the entrance and exit of the 
thief. The Calcutta police later 
arrested the robber as he. was dell* 
ing the gold'iuonograincnetf 
cigarette case. When the tluef was 
brought before Mauiana Saneb, he 
simply said: '*1 did not commit any 
theft. You were sitting in ibe same 
room when I picked up your 
things." Maulana Saheb after bear* 
ing this, requested the police not to 
punish the guilty man. This whole 
story whkh my'jrandofother bad 
relatW o me during tny childhood 
suddenly came back to me when I 
viaitod the house. 

^ la there nobody ehe in the 
who could have meintained 


the house after he teh Ctlcunv 
following Fertiticn? 

A: No. Thou^ I was only 17 years 
old when he died f was very 
attached to him. Bendes. I am rhe 
only one who is active in public life 
and involved in politics. Therefore, 
1 think the trustees have coniected 
me. But the importance uf the 
house is not only that Maulana 
Saheb lived there foi so many 
years, but it was the seat of deci* 
sion-making where several national 
leaders used to visit and stay. Caa> 
dhiji, Nehruji and Mocilal Nehruji 
came and i^tayed with Maulana 
Saheb in the same house. Momen* 
tous decisions were laken on the 







Nafiiitnifcii 



very spot. Besides, the bouse has a 
historic significance for the Con¬ 
gress since its seat of power was at 
Calcutta before Independence. 
Similar bouses in AUa^bad, the 
Anand Bhawan and tbe Swaraj Blia> 
wan which are filled with memories 
have been converted into penon- 
neat memorials when hundreds of 
people come and rdive the pvt 
and recapitulate on the lives of 
national leaders. This is what I bed 
proposed for the house in whieh 
Maulana Saheb lived. But whet can 
I do aJoncf I have to have tlm 
cooperation of tha ateie govere* 
meni. Since IBM is the 


. year of Maulana S^eb» eeevenlag ' 
the house into a menwrlel woiHd be 
a befittwg tribute to hia memory. 

Q: In whet item hea tbe hewae 
been preeentJy maintained? 

A; Tbe house H bereft of any dgn 
that a great aational leader once 
lived there, iiali ae diilUasloned at 
seeing tne house riiae I did not want 
my illufioai to be ritattered further 
by visiting all the floors. There are' 
three or four tenants who have 
occupied it and rhe biggett hurdle 
would be providing t^M tenants 
with compensation or alternate 
accommodation before they can be' 
shifted. 

Q: How much rent do the tenants ' 

pay? 

A; It is not important how much 
they are paying. Even if they are 
paying five rupees every month and 
they refuse to vacate rhe premises, 
there ia nothing 1 can do without 
tbe interventioB of the state gov¬ 
ernment. 

Q: You had a meeting with rhe 
West Bongai chief miA/srer, Jyoti 
Baau, on the subject. Wbar was his 
opinion about converting the bouse 
at Bailygunj into a memorial? 

A’ He seemed recejKive to tbe 
idea and simply said he would'let 
me know sriut cen be done. Mfbat I 
only want is that the memory ot 
Maulana Saheb should not be 
obliterated forever. I suMeated to 
the chief laiiuater tbei & memo¬ 
rial need not only provide en id’ 
aigbt into the Ufe end times pf* 
Maulane Ased but also hia canter 
ponries who made a contrlborion 
to the freedom etrug^e. The per* 
aonal contribution tbet Ma^na 
Saheb made, before and alter #aitk 
tion, end then in framing the Indian 
Ccnstinition is incomparable in hls^" 
tory. U was Maulana Sabeb vrim 
was so opposed to the two-natioo 
tbeofy that be said li wottid »ot ImK ' 
more than 25 years. Hew true ids^ 
words warei The maior dedaioas' 
about tbe Quh India movemenc 
took place in tise same house when 
he waa the Congreea praatdent. He'' 
spaai yean in jail Hghtiag for ^ . 
freedom of this o mu dr y and. waa 
oda ri dit doeesi aidea oi GanAilit 
He stood Kke a rack when people, 
wera kiUiag egc^ orisi^. . 
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a(l worried. Obviously our company 
will provide alternative accoinnodi 
tion. And we will be proud to tell our 
friends that vre lived irt the same 
house where Atad lived.” According 
to Mrs HeptuUah, the trust is willing 
to allow the conversion of the house 
into a memorial for Atad. The local 
people claim that the third tenant 
who has stacked oil drums all over 
the compound, will contest the 
takeover. 

The attention that Najma Heptul- 
lah's intervention has focussed on 
the forgotten building, however, will 
not be sufficient to transform the 
decrepit house into a museum and 
place of public interest. If this were 
true, the feeble protests that have 
been raised aliout the pitiable condi* 
tion of Arad's former residence 
would have spurred the state govern 
ment authorities to tuke action. Said 
Mrs Hepiullnh: “Though the chief 
minister has assured me that he 
would take action and even the 
Prime Minister with whom I have 
spoken in Delhi has promoted lio 
lake) action, it is lad (hat nothing has 
Iwen done so far. If I had enough 
mrney then I would have myself 
rebuilt the house and pieced 
together all those memories which 
still linger in its rooms and cerri* 
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Amd's hoew; fan of immortia 


' My indigestion has become 
a chronic problem now. 

I suppose I should just 
learn to live with it“. 


No, you don t. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 





Ranbaxy’s Garlic 
Pearls give loap* 
term relief from 
digestive problems 
Secause they 
contain pura garlic 
oil that has been 
recognised by 
Ayurveda, and 
m^arn medical 
sdenca. to have 
great curative 
properties. 
Aenbatyi OarMc 
PeeHa elao hoip in 
reduePtg 

c ho l a et eioi lavaft. 
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easing loint pains, 
preventing 
recurring coughs 
end colds. 

Just tiwo Ranbaxy's 
Garlic Pearls twice 
a day keep you in 
pood Kealtit. 


RANBAXTIi 

'sr^iaxirr? 


Al the euraa that 
nature put in gartc 
without the antall. 




The best bathrooms 
in the country 
carry this signature 
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don" 

Mrs HeptuUah has made a passitm* 
ate plea for the conversion of the 
house into a memorial, adding that it 
would be a befitting tribute if the 
residents could be evicte^l before 
1968, the centenary year of Maulana 
Azad. After her return to the capital, 
she wrote to the chief minister re¬ 
minding him of their talks and hop¬ 
ing that expeditious action would be 
taken. She also wrote in her con- 
tnunication of 2 July that she had 
sought legal advice. It was pointed 
out to her that there is a provision in 
the law for the requisition of such 
property, whereby a suitable com* 
penseiinn could be paid to the trust 
in lieu of the pruperiy The three 
tenants whu live in the house and 
have occupied it since Maulana Asad 
(who was himself a tenant) left it. 
could be asked to vacate the premis¬ 
es under the provision uf the Kctjubu¬ 
tton Act. 

It is imperative that prompt action 
be taken to preserve the place where 
this great man Jived. Thi:i would only 
set a precedent for the ruhabilitaiion 
of other such historic residences and 
buildings which have been lying neg¬ 
lected. In another letter to Jyoti 
Basil. Mrs Hepiullah has drawn 
utientiuii III the ManitklalU burial 


Remember your thirst victory? 

■' Remember how the crowd ap- 

' pUuded? How you laughed aloud 

^ with iov? Remember how you 

queneneo that mighty football 
uiirst with Limca? You can still 
taste the heady effervescence each 
Sr time you have a Limca. The isoto- 

j really quench your thirst. 

#S. Just like the thirst time! 
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Blacks. The unemployed Blacks are 
also believed co be involved in drug* 
irafficking end other breaches of the 
law. 

Recently, the West Midlands 
police had. in fact, cracked down on 
drug peddlers leaving behind die* 
affection among many West Indians. 
Over the years. links between the 
guardians of the law and the Black 
immigrant sections have been rather 
tenuous in Birmingham, as elsewhere 
in Britain. The ‘‘stop and search'* 
laws, complain the West Indians 
have always bean used against them, 
rather than being directed et the 
populetion as a whole Consequently, 
the anger built up. with the slighiast 
provocation having the potential of 
creating an explosion. 

The first conflagration took place 
five years ago in Bristol, which the 
authoriries believed to be an one*off 
incident. Then, in 19R1 the riots were 
more widespread prompting (he set> 
ting up of a major commission of 
enquiry headed by the distinguished 
judge, Lord Scarman. Only the prop* 
usals regarding effective policing 
have been implecrented by the 
Thatcher government, while the fun* 
damental issues like social and eco* 
nomic problems were ignored or not 
tackled with adequate sincerity. The 
tendency of racial discrlmmatjon 
among White policemen and their 
differences l>etween them and the 
Blacks have continued. 

Handsworth. in this respect was 
believed (o be an exception. An en* 
terprising police officer had taken 
the initiative lo win over the West 
Indians and make them feel that the 
latter were (heir friends. But this 
energetic superintendent of police 
resigned after he disagreed with his 
superiors on policy and finance. But 
in recent months, the situation in 
Handsworth was worsening rapidly 
and it was no surprise that another 
nasty flare*up occuri ed. 

It hah been said that Whites (the 
highest number anested following 
the riots) ganged up with the Blacks 
to vent their wrath on the Asians. 
This is probably true But at the same 
time, Black community leaders in 
Birmingham have been quick to real' 
ise the damage that has been brought 
on relations with immigrants from 
the subcontinent. They have given, 
out apologies and severely conda* 
mned the riots. Nonetheless, the 
hunt for those responsible for the 
tragic demise of tha Molediaa 
brothers has begun. But one thing is 
clear: the killers must be captured 
and convicted. OtherwiM the in* 
censed Aliens will have no respect Ln 
future for the police. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Racial violence erupts in Birmingham 


I ndians or South Asians living in the 
United Kingdom may he prosper 
ous but they are hardly secure. The 
recent incident in the Handsworth 
dutricT of the central England city of 
Birmingham last week, when 
maiauding Black and White youths 
raided and set fire to en East Afri* 
can Asian owned suhpost office, 
causing Che deaths, by carbon monox¬ 
ide poisoning and asphyxia, of two 
hrciiliers, Kassam Ali and Amirali 
Miiledina is only another example. 

Biiungely, it was the first time that 
immigi .ints of African origin who are 
quite Steadfast in their allegiance to 
their brown brethren, displayed a 
vicious streak towards Asians. Why 
they did so, has been rather naively 
explained in the British media as 
jealnusy. since the Asians are re* 
latively well'iO'do, while the Blacks 
are poorer and less well educated. 
This view has been endorsed bv a 
section of the Asian shopnwners 
who suffered heavy losses as a result 
of the riot. But according to reports, 
the Asians are also to blame for the 
chaos. 

Wherever thev go, a majority of 
South Asians tend to carry their “fair 
bride" svndrome with them. In the 


West, they are additionally afflicted 
by the "new rich" complex. These 
two shortcomings also contribute to a 
racist attitude. It would not be incor* 
rect to say that Asians hold the 
darker*coraplexioned West Indian 
race in considerable contempt, espe* 
ciallv if (hey are not financially well* 
off. In fact, many Asian* would be 
proud to entertain a White in their 
houses, but would rarely contem¬ 
plate invitmg a Black. 

But nothing can justify the mob 
fury in (he Lorells Road area of 
Handsworth. Thi» suburb of Birming¬ 
ham witnessed one of the worst inci¬ 
dent* four year» ago. when riots in 
Tnxteth in Liverpool and Brixton in 
south London took place. Ironically, 
Handswunh had been portrai^d as a 
showpiece of community relations. In 
fact, a day before trouble broke out, 
Handsworth had witnessed a peace¬ 
ful and enjoyable carnival. Bm the 
underlying tensions surfaced soon 
after In Handsworth, SB per cent of 
the popularion are from the "New 
Commonwealth" or in other words, 
those from the West Indies, India. 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and East Afri¬ 
ca. The rate of unemployment, 
however, is highest among the 
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BOMBAY 


Quietly Fades the Don 

Varadarajan Mudaliar is slow! v losing his ciout 

V iradarajan Mudaliar, onca the I ' 

most DOwerful underworld heure I 


■ most powerful underworld fiRure 
of Bombay, is slowly losing his grip 
over his empire. Reason; deputy 
commissioner of police Y.C. Pawar, 
who is in charge of the Matunga 
police station, has been slowly clip* 
ping his wings over the last three 
years. According to one source. Vara* 
darajan may even quit Bombay per* 
manentiy to settle down in Medras 
where he is financing a film in which 
his son has a major role. Besides, savs 
an Informed source, he will have to 
pay less peuple in Madras than he 
does in Bombay where allegedly ev* 
ery political party receives pay*uffv. 

The immediate reason fur Varadar 
ajan*s distress is the controversy 
over the Sarvajunik Mama Cenapati 
Pooja Committee's request u> hold 
the Ganapati festival. According to 
residents of that area, the festival is 
held with greet pomp and splendour. 
For ten days, the roads from Marun- 
ga post office to Podar College are 
turned into a fairyland with coloured 
lights brought from Indore and the 
shamiana from Baroda. Over Rs ten 
lakhs, most of which is extorted from 
shopkeepers and hotel owner^i in the 
area is spent during these ten days. 
The members of the Pooja committee 
however deny that they extort 
money. 

Apart from the entertainment 
which it provides to the people who 
throng the show, the cover of religion 
gives added acceptability and clout 
to Varadarajan. It is said that the 
police and politicians were "xn hi$ 
pocket" and that ho could organise 
such a massive show urly by keep]tie 
the police (including the traffk 
police) away from the area. Fur ten 
days, his men would be in total 
charge in the area. The festival gave 
employment to at least 100 unem¬ 
ployed youths who were also given 
khaki or white uniforms. It is be- 
lievecl that he invested in them for 
his alleged nefarious activities. 

In the last three yeers, the festival 
has been held on a less lavish scale. It 
was said chat Varadarajan had lo 
keep the show going or his empire 
consisting of illicit dens and brothels 
would crumble. Varadarajen was 
■lao being cornered by the deputy 
commissioner of police Y.C. Pawar 
whom he tried to harass through 
court casea filed by his henchmen. 
For the lint time, the then police 
ooflunlesiootr Julio Ribeiro managed 






Vvadarajm; loebif greead 

lo put Varadareiar behind bars for 
nearly a mnuili under the National 
Security Act earlv this year. Varedar* 
uian hud already taken refuge in 
Madras and had tried to seek anti¬ 
cipatory bail When this failed he 
was broughi to Bombay and sent to 
Nasik jail. Even in priaon. he con* 
tinued to wield immense clout. 
However, when legislators protested 
against the VIP ireatmeni given lo 
him. four policemen were suspended. 

In July this year, the Pooja Com¬ 
mittee applied for permission to the 
BuniSay Municipal Corporation with 


MAHARASHTRA 


a copv to the Matiinga police station. 
On 21 August, a police ehowki was 
put up in (he area where the festival 
celebrations are held. Permission 
was given but the organisers were 
allotted far less space than was 
usually given The commitiee pro¬ 
tested and filed a writ petition in (he 
Bombay High Court. Justice Sujata 
Manohar, while dismissing the peti* 
tion, asked the organisers to come to 
an amicable agreement with the 
municipal authorities regarding (he 
amount of space The advocate* 
general of Maharashtra, who 
appeared on behalf of the govern* 
mem, said chat the authorities cuuld 
only give an urea of 1,500 sq feet To 
justify this, Mr Pawar told Svhoay 
since the area is very near (he 
Maiunga railway station, the police 
could only allow e smaller space. 

The organisers rejected this offer 
and appealed to the divisional bench. 
They also approached the Shiv Sena 
which controls the corporation to get 
the necessary permission. Pramod 
Navalkar end Manohar Joshi. the two 
lieutenants of Shiv Sena chief Bal 
Thackeray, met the commissioner to 
intercede on behalf of the Pooja 
Committee. Pramod Navalkar later 
clarified that they were intervening 
on behalf of the committee and not 
Varadarajan. The organisers main¬ 
tain that Varadarajan has nothing ro 
do with the pooja committee Vara* 
darajan was the president of the 
committee for 17 years; a post he had 
held till three years ago But it is 
Varadarajan who is behind the com¬ 
mittee b^ause none of his hench¬ 
men have the money or access to the 
large amount of money which is 
spent nn the show, 

(%a TMUSf k a m bay 


A Return to *‘Swadeshi” 

Cloth made o/ imported /ibre to be burnt 


O n 2 October. Mahatma Gandhi's 
birth anniversary, a series of bon¬ 
fires of Aajrvtfstra will be lit in about 
125 places throughout Maharashtra. 
The most important incident, said 
Sharad Joshi of the Bhetkari San^a- 
tana, will take place at Waidha a few 
kilometres from Nagpur and a town 
closely associated with Mahatma 
Gandhi and the Independence move¬ 
ment. Rajrrasrra, as the peasant 
leader Sharad Joshi told Sunday is 
not imported cloth, li is cloth made 
after blending imponed fibre and 
iwrochetnlcals. Lighting the bon¬ 
fires will be the fanner's w«y of 


protesting against the anri cotton 
growers policy of Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi's government. The re¬ 
cent reduction io excise duty on 
polyester yarn from Rs 45 per kg to 
Rs 25 per kg is detrimental to the 
farmers, said Mr Joshi. “In Mahar* 
ashtra, the farmers are forced to sell 
their cotton tu the government 
through the cotton monopoly purch¬ 
ase scheme and the government pays 
a price that is below the cost of 
production. Maharashtra produces 
about 20 likb bales of cotton. $5 per 
cent (U lakh bales) of which is of the 
superior long staple variety. Two 
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other states. Karnataka and Gujarat 
ajso K^ow the Iona Maple fibre. The 
mills are. hovrever. not keen on using 
lone staple fibre and Mr Kedar of the 
State Trading Corporation bad 
admitted that 28 lakh bales of lung 
staple fibre where lying in godowns 
thruugboui the country. The Mahar¬ 
ashtra state government had asked 
the centre for permission to export 
12 lakh bale» of long staple fibre and 
it was only recently that the govern* 
ment has given the go-ahead for the 
export of three lakh bales. Mr Joshi 
said that Kajiv Gandhi’s new textile 
policy permits “fibre flexibility" 
which, for cotton growers is a harm¬ 
ful policy. Till recently, production 
was regulated m a way that 80 per 
cent of the total raw material used by 
a mill had to be cotton fibre. It was 
C R. RdjagopuUchari who was the 
author of this policy. But today, cot¬ 
ton fibre is a minor element m the 
combination and the government la 
also allowing liberal imports of 
machinery to handle thi.s fibre. “In 
fact," iMiid Shared Joshi “this is the 
only aspect of the new textile policy 
(hut is being implemented. The gnv 



Pceseet toeder fbiand Jwbl 

ernmeni had promised that produc* 
tion of jMftaia cloth would be given 
over to the handloom sector, hut now 
they have gone back on this and 
given it to the national textile cor. 
poraiiun mills We have therefore 
called this cloth of polyt*ster cotton 
blend Ra^jiacrra." 

The 2 Cktober modem will not he 


TERRORISM 


aft isolated one but will be followed 
by various other Rajivastra burning 
programmes. On 6 October, a rally of 
sugarcane producers will be held at 
Rahun in Ahmednagar district and 
they will show their solidarity with 
the cotton growers by burning “Ra- 
jivaxtra." On 7 October at Puna, 
there will be a huge bonfire of “Ra* 
jivastra" to coincii^ with the eight¬ 
ieth anniversary of the burning of 
foreign cloth by Lokmanya Tilak in 
Pune in l^S to protest against Brit¬ 
ish imperialist policy of exploitation. 
Mr Joshi said, “Throughout the 
week, we will gently persuade people 
111 a non-vinleni manner to put their 
“Rdjivustra’' into the fire. As far as 
the shopkeeper.s are concerned, we 
have asked them to start disgorging 
iheir stocks from IS September on¬ 
wards so that by i October there will 
not he any “Rajivastra" left in their 
shops. “We have set a deadline of IS 
October for the shopkeepers by 
which they should return their stocks 
of Rajivastra. If they fail to do so by 
that date, then we will picket all such 
shops at taluka level “ 
ci$» Tarn, •eintey 


A Breakthrough, at Last 


T he Dalhi police made a major 
breakthrough when they recently 
arrested six hardcore terrorists who 
had coma to the capital from Pun¬ 
jab. The arrests ware made days 
bafore they were to execute their 
plan to blow up the Shan-e-PunJab 
upreai which rtms bemaen D^i 
end Aniritaar. The interrogation of 
the lu^ecti. some of wb^ were 
waacad for the July bomb blast 
cases. U expected to leed to further 
arrests for which special teams 
have been seat to Punjab. The 
leader of the terrorists. Ja^sb 
Singh however, committ^ suicide 
by consuming potassium cyanide 
minutca before his interrogation by 
Che Delhi police. Jagdith Singh was 
alsp waat^ for his involvemeot in 
the ttansistor bomb blasts and had 
been released on bail following his 
acresc in the Palika baser bomb 
blasts ^ISsa capital itsc year. 
Whiwche suicide of jagduh 


Bingl^Wl MrmaAcatly rileoced 
one of the coQfpiiVT, the aht 
meffms are facing Intcrro^on at 
placaa in the capital have 
Delhi pelke of their con- 
I with iSam caerorlits ia Pun- 
ially the man whe were to 
^itfch n sa ei ei^loslves 



for blowing up the train. The inter¬ 
rogation is believed to have led the 
Delhi police and the crime branch 
to important dues linking the mem¬ 
bers of the '*dth the assassina- 
tioQ of Lalii Maken and his 
wilt suid later, tha killing of Con- 
gxessfl) metropolitan councillor, 
Arjun Das on 4 September. Accord¬ 
ing to DaBii police sources, tbe 
connection between ibe present 
arrests end the assassinations of 
Congress (1) leaders in (be capital 
could not be firmly established. It 
has, however, been c^irmed that 
the deceased suspect. Jagdish 
Sin^ knew the persons arrested 
bn 5 teptember following the mur¬ 
der of Arjun Das. 

Tbe police have in their custody, 
Hanneet Singh, another hardcore 
tefTorisi. who was arrested on 7 
Septttibar. Harmeet Singh, a pro¬ 
fessor in the Staalsa Coll^ and an 
axectutve member of the Delhi 
State Ahali Dal (Loogowal) was 
remanded to judidal custody with 
five other suspects and was charged 
under Sectsoni 3 and 4 of tbe Anti- 
tetrorist Act. After suitamad quae- 
doning by ^ police, It was 
ee^that JigdUh Siaih, who v«' 


a resident of Narela and his accom¬ 
plice balbtr Sia^. alto under 
arrest had approacned Harmeet 
Singh Id eerfy September for 
money to blow up the Delhi* 
Amritsar Express in a week. The 
attempt was foiled following a tip- 
off received by the police who 
arrested Haraieet Singh end Balbir 
Singh on 7 fleptentber. It was a^ 
established that Jagdish Singh and 
Subeh ftuglb, aaoehn suspect, had 
come to Delhi from Amriesar four 
days ago and were since staying at 
the Paharganj reridence of Mohjo- 
der Singh Goggi. a local and-soci^. 
They had also collected Isuge quae- 
titles oi ex^osivei. 

The six terrariits, Mohinder 
Singh GoggL Hiriodev Siagb. Ssb- 
eh Sifk^, Sukbdev Sio^ and BalNr 
Sio^ were product before matron 
pohtea meglscrate. V.K. Maihotn 
and remanded to judicial cusmdy 
till 20 S^tember. Vat observation 
of the ma^tme coneeming the 
case was: ^’keeping iA view tbg 
nature and gravity of dwor off¬ 
ences, the su^wets should be ra- 
aanded ce prelonted judicial cue- 
tody.* 


thm JigdUhSiagh, who wap' Me 
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Foul Play 


' flo»v over.soccersfodium 

T he construction of » large gallery 
in the Chandrashekharan Natr sta¬ 
dium to accommodate 40.000 specta¬ 
tors for the Nehru trophy soccer 
lourrtBment in January 19(16 has 
raised a number of questions about 
the impact such a structure will have 
on the congested cityscape. The sta¬ 
dium is situated in the heart of the 
city with narrow roads on three sides 
and the gallery will prevent the cun- 
siructlon of a fourth road which i\ 
part of the approved master plan for 
the city. Voluntary organisations like 
the Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishat 
(K$SP) have expressed their cuncern 
ahciut building such a hephaaardly 
planned cnncretc structure withuui 
proper facilities or exit points for 
spectators. In retaliation, the sports 
assoclarions in Trivandrum took uui 
a procession and shunted sloaan> 
supporting the construction nf the 
gallery. They argued that the con- 
I structinii would ensure ihat the open 
' stadium space was nut utilised fur 
I the widening of Pulayam Road, the 
' mosi important thoroughfare in Tn- 
i vandrum 

**We are sports lovers and fuoiball 
fans and we wuuld love (o have a 
beautiful stadium in the city. But as 
citizens of Trivandrum, we have ev- 
j ery right to see the plan of the 
gallery and vhelher proper facilities 
are heirtg provided We cannot 
understand why the whole p.’ojecl is 
shrouded in secrecy.’* said Dr 
Iqbal, a neurc-surgeon who is prusi 
dent of KSSP. The Chan drasiiekharan 
Nair scadium belongs to the Kerala 
' police and the construction is being 
overlooked by an organisation con¬ 
sisting of senior police officials. Af¬ 
ter Trivandrum was given the oppor¬ 
tunity to hold the Nehru trophy 
tournament, this stadium was 
selected as the venue because of its 
superior ground conditions. The sta¬ 
dium also has floodlights which the 
bigger university stadium nearby 
lacks. 

The budget for constructing the 
gallery is Rs two crores and the 
police had planned to take a loan 
from the toddy tappers welfare 
fund. Bur there were objections to 
this and now a consortium of 
natlonalieed banks in Trivandrum 
is financial the project. The Kerala 
police have got the chief architect of 
the PWD Mr Ramaswamv to drew a 
plan and entrust the construction to 



the i'lier Predevh Bridges Corpora- 
mm. The corporation feces the (ask 
of finishing in four monihs a project 
which would normally have taken 
over a year. The senior police offi 
ciels the go ^head signal for the 
construction without getting the 
approval of the Trivandrum Develop¬ 
ment Authority ^TRIDAi which has 
tu sanction all construction in the 
city Instead, au expert committee 
was constituted fvidctai no 19S3/8S/ 
home I to consider the safety mea¬ 
sures and needs of town-planning. 
I'he report has nut yet been submit¬ 
ted hut work on the project has 
begun. 

It was miiielly decided to construct 
a two-tier gallery Covering almost the 
whole of the stadium. But as it wuuld 
block the view of the beautiful 
Pa lay am church and the Palayam 
mosque, the gallery circumference 
wes reduced to about half lu original 
5ize. The police have not made the 
plan public and have refused loshow 
it to KSSP officials. The secretary of 
the Trivandrum Development Au¬ 
thority has in a letter to Mr Ramav 
wamy pointed out that "e structure 
about iso metres lung and 18 meiras 
high would mar the aesthetic quality 
of the present green open space.** 
But others feel that such a structure 
will only enhance the beauty of the 
city v^ich has no tall buildings. 
Police off idah are allegedly keeping 
tha plan a secret as the gallery is 
bound to ecuitle plana for the prop¬ 
osed six Une roed on the eastern aide 
of the stadium. The roed had already 
been sanctioned by the government 
in 1978. *'The govenuneot is acting 


contrary to its own plan-" -aid Benny 
Kurnikuse. a young architect. “As a 
utizan, I have a right to knuw whet is 
going to happen to my city. See how 
well the Asian Cjmes stadia in Delhi 
were planned. The stadia in Delhi 
are situated m different pans of the 
city This gallery here has only live 
exit puinis with staircases connect¬ 
ing the twutiers. What will happen in 
the case of a stampede with the 
narrow adjoining rvad completely 
blocked? Total evacuation will lake 
at least 4S minutes, accoriling lu 
ftume architects. Moreover, they have 
reduced the width of steps from one 
metre to 60 centimetres which ih 
against all ascepieU norms." 

The last time a football tourna¬ 
ment was held here the bamboo 
stand collapsed killing two people 
and iniuring many others. The s(Mins 
council, (he government and (he dis* 
trict football a$siK*ionnn have prob¬ 
ably not given any compensation so 
far. The issue is now pending in 
Louri. Mureover, many of the senior 
officials of the Kerala foniball a&oo- 
ciaiiun were chargesheeted for 
siphoning off money when the $an- 
(Osh Trophy (oumament was held in 
Calicut Obviously, Trivandrum 
should nut forfeit the chance to host 
the Nehru trophy. But the way in 
which the police is going through 
with the project, damaging the city’s 
master plan, is objectionable. As the 
existing floodlights have to be 
changed aqother stadium could have 
been chosen. The chances uf the 
two-tier ^llery being completed in 
time ire also dim, 
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Soaltee surprise 


Escape to the new world of an andent Kingdom in KaUifnandu. 


Combine a perfect retreat with the most l^/xunous 
holidav at the Soaft^ Oberoi; 4 days. 3 rnghls of 
unmatched pleasure. Your choice of Contioentaf or 
Indian breakfast every day. Two deluxe haif*day city 
sight-seeing tours. Free accommodation tor 3 
children up to 13 years in the same room without 
extra bed. Free airport* hotef^airport transfers 
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For bookings and details contact your nearest Srta Mercury oi Obero* inslar^t Beservatiofts oflice ora bonafide travel 
agent. 
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MEDrA 


AIR Raids 


Commotion at Broadcasting 
House in New Delhi 


The bleeps were sounding and the 
I red bulb overhead was fiashine. 


■ red bulb overhead was Hashing. [ 
There were four seconds left for 
newsreader Vijay Daniels to go on 
the air for the 9 pm English bulletin 
on 21 July when the door of studio 
no. ren at the Akashvani Shavan 
opened and the two “turbaned 
youths in their late twentie)/ 
walked in. One of the strangers stood 
behind the newsreader’s chair while 
the other sig(»d by his side Supres* 
sing his rising elarmi Vi^ay Daniels 
who has been reeding the nuws for 
the last 14 years kept the quiver out 
of his voice and reached for the 
emergency bell on his desk. Through* 
out the broadcest. he kept hiv finger 
on the button but the alarm did not 
ring. When the first five minutes of 
the bulletin were elmcsi over, peon 
iJatyanurayan entered with additional 
matter and the two strangers left the 
room on seeing him. 

After the broadcast, Daniels asked 
Satyanarayen to find out who the 
men were and why they had entered 
the room during the news broadcast. 
On his return to the newsronmi he 
informed news editor Radhakrish* 
nan about the incident Meanwhile, 
the peon returned to say that accord* 
ing to the security guards^ the men 
were from the control room. The 
matter wes dropped as men from the 
control room walking in during a 
news broadcast is a common practice 
at the AIK studios in Delhi. 

On 10 August, the chief producer, 
features, Chitra Nirain walked into 
her first floor office in the AIR 
building to find a stranger going 
through the papers on hei desk. 
When she question<*d him. the stran 
ger said he was on the Prime Minis \ 
ter's security staff, and did she not ! 
know that the PM was to visit the 
premis* Then he quickly walked 
out of the room. Chitra Narein later 
mentioned the incident to some | 
•‘high-ups.” 1 

The director general of AIR. | 
Suresh Mathur, made a round of the 
studio after the incident relating to 
Vijay Daniels was reported in a local 
newspaper. Daniels was asked to 
make a statement to the deputy 
director-general (sacurityi, D,S. 
Gerewal. On 29 August, suspension 
orders dated 23 August without 
charge sheets were handed over lo 
five people in connection with the 21 


July incident The vuspeiided 
sons are news reader Vijay Uanielv. 
news editor Rudhukn^nan. peon Se* 
tyanarain and two security guard). 

This actiori has stirred up a major 
c*ontrt>\er\y Tl>« central infoimation 
services asHuciation. the staff aiiikts 
associJtion. ihe Class |V Kmpluyevs 
Assoiialiun and ihe stenographers 
associaliun have formed a joint ac* 
tion committee io protest against the 
suspension orders. The staff 
threatened to rake direct aitioii it 
the suspension orders aie not with¬ 
drawn. and according to a member, it 
js looking for "jusnee." In lact, the 
news room sialf have even 
ihreatcneU lu boycoll news bulletins. 
"Why should the news room pe<i|»le 
suffer if the concerned authorities 
cannot look after security? It is not 
our jub Besides Vijay Daniels had 
informod the news editor and the 
matter wa« dropped when we were 
informed that ihev were control 
room men," one of (he new« readers 
pointed out 

The incidents bring into focus the 


slack si-viciKy la a soiisiiive place 
like Ak.ishv.iti) Bli.ivan. The iwo 
guards supposed to bv uo duty ovii* 
sidt suidiu no ten weft' foiiiiH mis- 
sing. The ioitirol i«K>in ilenied that 
(hey had sent any men h> the siudm 
How ihe two mea cot p.isi luur 
sc'CUiiiv piotiis- ilu* main giue. 
broadcasiitig house gjte. mam sln<iio 
gale und thv stildio gate nexi lo lh« 
geiiC'ial news KMitn. i cm a ins .i mys- 
I cry Why iliv enter geniv bell j 
dirl not nog is onoiher mystery. A j 
cumplainl about ihe non lunctnining ' 
of the bell had Ih-uii eateied in the | 
service report on 12 July and 19 July 
by newsreader bprnti Sinhu and 
news editor Kadhaknshnan. 

Thui security is mil np to the m.irk 
fs cummun knowledge in Broudcasl- 
irig House, ’fhai it should reirnm so 
in these days when threats from 
terrorists loom large is surprising 
Securiiymen rnam abfiut without uni¬ 
forms, Control room men wulk into 
the studios and often, visitors are 
allowed m by men who work there. 

SaAsena. Nfw Ot-fSi' 


INDO-PAK BORDER 


Keeping the Extremists Away 


T o ensure that the 2? Sepiembei 
Lok Sahha and l.eaiclaiivc 


I Lok Sahha and l.egisluiive 
Assembly elettinns arc not dis¬ 
rupted in Punjab, the 5SJ km-long 
Punjab-Pakisinn bordei hai l>een 
veafed from the midnight of 1 
September Pairulling has lieen in* 
tensified all along the state's inter- 
national Imrder. Abuut one lakh 
securitymen including ten batta¬ 
lions uf the Border Security Korce 
(BSF) and an ci|iral number of men 
from other securUv set-ups includ¬ 
ing (he urmv* have Jx-un deployed 
so far. 

According to home ministry 
sources, the b<»rdet has been sealed 
in order to thwart any attempt bv 
terrorists tv create trouble and (he 
governmem is deploying (roop« 
near the new infilttation routes 
being used by eatremisis. Some 
activists of the All India Sikh Stu¬ 
dents Federation (AISSK) may also 
have crossed rhe border after the 
Punjab accord. TheW people are 
likely to cross over just befeve the 
elections wiib the inteniion of 
creating (rouble. 

Ubion borne minister S.B. Chavan 
confirmed reports that infiltration 
from Pakistan into Punjab and 
Jammu and Kathrelr have been 
continuing for long. He added that 
the gpvemDont was sure that ex- 


iiemivi) were miurcMud in JvMub- 
ilUmg the country and ih,ii ihey 
were lie ing (ruined in PakiNUiii The 
Punjab Duvermir Arjun Singh Miid 
lha( rhe border had been '•ealed to 
check any possible inlilrrstinn by 
"undesirable elemems." intn Pun¬ 
jab. Thi'i, he added, was part of the 
massive security measures being 
tak(*n to ensure a peaceful poll in 
the state. 

Sealing the liorder cuinpletely ia 
nil impossible task say lop arrny 
officers. However, such a miive 
usually acta as a dvierrcni. Sealing 
the bordyr in actual terms, means a 
massive movement uf forces co¬ 
wards the border. All tradiriunul 
rnutev are carefully wutched und 
the- strength nf troop:, at such 
places are doubted. Mubile puiroll- 
ing is alsu intensified. Pauols move 
frum area to area at irregular inter¬ 
vals giving those attempting to 
crussover no indication uf whan 
they may check the S|>ot again. The 
duration ot patrolling is also re¬ 
duced Ambushes are laid lo catch 
those attempting tu cross over. Be¬ 
sides watching traditional routes, 
the troops keep a look out for any 
new route made oi' discovered by 
the infiltrators. 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


The Cost of Power 

Anonujlii.'s In ih^? i CIV AI rciise eyebrows 


T )ie Oimpiiiiv Ldw biMid lC*l-0r is 
beltcved hi huvv Miuuht mh ox* 
pIun.iiMMk from cho In^iiiuto of Cu^t 
und W'ork^ Acioumnms of Indiu 
(K'WAInino loimlHr o1 .itiom^iit'Vin 
llu* mstiiiooX fMi.ita oil .uul udminiv 
I nit I Vo miinotfomrot folio wtog sevon 
ai com|>loMK> hv a soolion of its 
m«m I >oi s. f fu' *> 1 ' < 1 11 ec >i t m >t>s hxv e un« 
oommori poult ’’ailci^od traud «nd 
miMnaioiuvnioiii .mil allv»tcd advan* 
toKO> jimI bouolki'> ohtumod Uy cuun* 
cil niornfioi'*, soc roi<irv and director 
of fio^oco iOid ihiMi kissociaivs " 

An iriorr’^iinu (catuto of the cun 
t^ovol^v >' 'b.i! ihchv anumaliev 
vtuiid K'cordvii won in ihe minuiev 
of difli'ivnt council cnoctiuRc oi ih« 
ICWAI An jndicimont wav also made 
tigAiiiN' I he vecrotariut of the jnsti* 
tuiv ui the .M paKo internal audh 
rvputr for the ttuaner ended f>ecein* 
her I9H4 The council mcciintfMm 17 
Match Olid i^^ZZ Jidy this your also 
lecordod profuuriJ displeasure on a 
Ks 32dakh hanJt reconciliation lacu* 
na. puiiiteJ oiii in thu internal audit 
report. This report 4ls<> pointed out 
several other madec^uacies such as 
foreign tours bv sume council mem* 
ber$ in violation of the Cost and 
Works Accountants Act 1929 and the 
Cost and Wurks Accuuntanis Regula* 
tirins 1959 lAct Nn 2i of 1959i. 

A very interesting episode centres 
around a writ petition filed by the 
director (adminisiraiion and fi¬ 
nance), Sunil Kumar Rakshit. and 
assistant director (a & f) Swapan 
Dey, against the then president of 
ICVVAI, Roshan I.a) Bhatia, and the 
institute on 9 May 1965 in the High 
Court of Calcutta against bifurcation 
of the finance and administration 
portfolio and redesignation of the 
petitioners as director (finance and 
accounts) and assistant director (fi* 
nance and accounts). The petition, 
inter eha. states: *'...£ver since the 
respondent no 4 (i.e. Bhetla) became 
the president of the respondent no 2 
(I.e., ICWAI), your petitioners had 
frequent differences of opinion with 
iho respondent no. 4 in reimbursing 
T.A. and 9th«r bills, amongst others, 
concerning the respondent no. 4. In 
facti your petitioners were asked 
several times to pass the bills as 
submitted by the respondent no. 4 
without verification and checking 
and reimburse the same to the ra* 
ipondent no. 4 but your petitioners 
I biaing loyal and consciantioui offic* 


ers of the revpondent no. 2 refused lo 
oblige Ihe respondent no. 4 and thus 
invited the wrath uf the respondeni 
nu 4.. 

"That yuur petiliuners state that 
being unoble to force your pciition' 
eis 10 accede to improper requests 
fur ignoring the irregularities in the 
bills uf the respondeni no. 4, thv 
respondent no 4 threatened to 
snatch the powers of your petitioners 
from their respective puviiions as 
held in the directnrnie of administra* 
lion and finance " 

Mystery surrounds jhe subsequent 
actmns m regard to the writ petit inn 
in which such serious allegations 
were raised against the ICWAI i hief. 
Firstly, the petition wav withdrawn 
the very next day Item no. 7 of the 
minutes of the ICWAI council meei 
ing subsequently held on 12 May 
status: "The committee noted the 
interim urJcfs of status quo passed 
hy the High Court uf Calcutta in the 
writ petition filed by Shti S K Rak- 
xhii and Sliri Swapan Dey on H Mav 
The committvi* also noted that the 
petitioners in their letter dated 
10.2.65 addressed to the secieiary of 
the institute have conveyed their 
decision to withdraw the writ peti* 
tion The committee resolved that 
the official designation of Shri 5.K. 
Rakshit as director 'finance and 
administration) and the official de¬ 
signation nf Shri Swapan Dey as 
assistant director (finance and admi* 
nistration) be restored im* 
mediately." 

Insiders allege that the entire writ 
petition episode was a stage- 
managed affair. They question as to 
why the committee did not take 
notice of the derogatory remarks 
about the president of the institute. 
Secondly, a close scrutiny of the 

KWAI: ■ rtagr-mtnagrd tffair? 



, petition documents reveals that the 
plaintiff:!, ixirer affa, produced copies 
of correspondence exchanged be¬ 
tween Bhatia and ICWAI secretary, 
D C. Bhairacliarya. One letter, for 
, instance(No.C/142/l 1/84/5036. dated 
I Z7 November. 1964) records Bhai- 
tacharya’s opposition to the idea of 
bifurcation of the finance and admi¬ 
nistration portfolio. 

The question posed is: how did the 
plaintiffs get hold of these letters? 
The suspicion of stage-managing in* 
lensiftes when one finds that Bhai* 
tacharya fuiled to react uftcr the 
leakage of these documents. 

Wav the ICWAI secretary in 
terevted in preventing any enquiry 
inlo the work uf these iwu officers, 
VI/. Rakshit and Dey? One possible 
reason for this alleged coverup may 
be the yawning gap in the bank 
reconciliation for which thv res pun si* 
bility apparently lies with the direv* 
lor (a & f) and tin secretary. Thus 
page 6 of the miernal audit report 
referred tu earlier states. "Huge 
amounts were found deposited as per 
cash Ixiok in diflervni hanks which 
were mil found cruditvd in bank 
Mutemeni.v. Similarly, amounts were 
found credited in bank siuicments 
which were not linked with cash 
book." In (our banks—Ccniral Bank 
of India. Oriental Bank ol Commerce 
and two branches uf the State Bank 
of India—the amount** deposited per 
ca^h hook but not linked with the 
bank statement or vice ver.^d were 
noted as Rs 12,56,792 and Ks 
20.17,140 respectively. 

ICWAI not a guvernnienT orga¬ 
nisation but It functions within the 
bounds set out by Act no. 23 of 1959 
and deals with public money. Some 
members have lodged a complaint 
with the minister of industry and 
company affairs, suggesting that (he 
centre should take action under sec* 
tion 35 of the Act which states in 
sub*sec(iun <3): "If, in the opinion of 
the central government, the council 
has persistently made default in giv* 
ing effect to the directions issued 
under this section, the central gov¬ 
ernment may, after giving an oppor¬ 
tunity to the council to state its case, 
by order dissolve the council, where* 
after a new council shall be consti¬ 
tuted in accordance with the provi¬ 
sions uf this Act with effect from 
such date as may be specified by the 
centra] governmeni." 

Will the centre seriously go into 
the happenings inside an institute 
' which has over 1.5 lakh students and 
I over 6,000 affiliated members and 
associate members and. in fact, rep¬ 
resents the cost and works eccoun* 
fancy profession in the public eye? 
imket tif Catevfia 
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€NTERf»ftlS€ 

High but Dry 

N<in-rrsr(lrjil l)r<?ailu's lifr 

D elhi lies can nutv gn high—for 
food—wirh (hv opening on 1 
September of ihv Bomhav Pahce 
restaurem on the dome of the 180 fi 
Vilhigc tower. 

Thu tovrer w«iv one ol the moiistrO' 
%itws built during Asmtl *82 that 
piirtkipams milcl have a small hitv 
while coritemphiiing the va^rnc^'t vf 
the ceplial city. But asioinshinglv. 
there wa^ no initml prnvmon for 
running ir j re'*(uiirani since no 
kitchen hod htvn built. During the 
A III ad. the food served on tiip was 
taken up from downsioiiv And com 
rrary to populur belief, neither in it u 
revolving leNtJunim. noi was it cun 
structed with such a provision in 
mind. 

Nevertheless, these dniwluicks are 
not si I one enough to dissuade Surjit 
Singh, the Delhnbased director of 
ChutwMl Horets and Hesiauranis dm 
dill) Pvi t.id. from gniiig ahead To 
SI ACT with, he has chosen to serve 
Clnriese cuisine wnd has spruced up 
ihe towel with Chinese decoi—be 
cause* in a suivey of South i>elhi 
ealeries he found Chinese fund to be ' 
''the most populai kind of dish “ ' 

But wha> makes this piece of em 
trepreneurship une*uf*a kind is that 
the promoting group behind the 
show is a nonresident Indian res- 

4 

tauruni chain, vir. ChaiwaJ Hoials 
mid Besiauranis fnc lesnmated tur* 
nover; US S2S milbun or Rs 30 
crores; which runs ten restaurants 
and four hotels in the US. Canada 
and the UK. Invariably, their res¬ 
taurants overseas bear the name : 
“Bombay Palace.” which presumably 
evokes nostalgic visions of India in 
those distant lands. The idea of set¬ 
ting up a restaurant on home turf | 
came frnm the chairman ot the i 
group, Sant Singh Chatwal. who dun , 
ing a visit to New Delhi at the time of ' 
the Asiad thought that a tower res¬ 
taurant might not be a bad idea after I 
ill. 

After the Asiad temasha was over, 
chough, it was not clear w*hac the 
Delhi Development Authority (DDA) 
wanted to do with the tower ii was 
now saddled with. After about two > 
years of dilly-dallying, DDA thought | 
of giving it out on lease for a res¬ 
taurant. Some "large groups” in In¬ 
dia reportedly did show initial in- 
tertst buc liter backed out. Chatwal 
stepped in ic this stage and entered 
Into t 20 -year lease agreement with 
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Asiad J icM»rrciUd 

DDA in July 1984. According to the 
terms of ilio ligceemeni. com 
pany wilt have to pay Rs $0,000 or 


five pel ccni of the gross receipix 
every month—whichevei is more— 
and ihi« r,ue iN Nubicct to jeii»‘y,<*ti.« 
fion every fm- yno^ AKo ihe c«mi 
pany Imn lo m.oniuin the l.iwns 
around the lowei. ihe InnlJing iiNcIf 
plus ihc iiilioininu ionsiiociioiiN 
Surjit Singh cavs the lestnnr.tiiT 
has e capueity foi *«> pei siois nnd rbe 
idod is logct «i five SI ill cUtssitK.ilKin 
from the lounsni depuriniciii. The 
prices are also in the live star r,iiige. 
However, unlv one hll is .u.nl.dile 
foi patrons, ihe only oUiei one lK*ing 
rewrved foi service. Singh pl.ins (i> 
open H bai Im- cue uii ihc* l.iwris riic 
idea is that “while waiting foi •! lahk* 
up there, customers could have a 
place to mi and munch <<onic'ihnkg.“ 
Singh admits that the louei rop res- 
taiirani. because id its cimsinKnHui, 
IS ”nnl spacinus. Rul iMiie son sjr 
down, the view fn>m the wniilow 
makes up Icir it,” In* pnimia '- 
Ihe directors expect the u-s- 
t aura nr in break even within ihiev 
years. But whether it wib he vuible in 
ihi- lung run Is somethirig one has to 
wan and see, Singh s.iys ihai the 
company is trying to gel a licence lor 
ii kii The fhmr ahsrve the i estnur.mi. 
he teeK ideallv sulied foi ilns 
purpose and providing u bar “will 
make ihu whole project ically 11 
able ” Rut this is a iickhsh decision 
for the puniuri Delhi adimnisiranon 
which IS known not tu hmk too kindiv 
on the upening of places ol im-bi i«i 
Hon, li IS likely, iherc-fore. ihat Me 
Ihiites wanting in really go high w ilJ 
have lo wait 

fMev 9k%^. New OvW 


INDUSTRY 


New Balm for Old Ailment 

5;li to cure sickness is unlikely io u ork kvonriers 


T he Sick Industrial Companies fSpe- 
cial Provisions) Bill, which was 
introduced in the Lok Sabha on 29 
August, spells out several admirable 
objectives to deal expeditiously with 
the problem of industrial sickness. It 
highlights the serious consequences 
arising from the persistence of wide¬ 
spread and chronic sickness—inter 
alia, loss of production, employment 
and revenue (O the central and state 

governments es well the blocking 
up of substantial suns of investible 
funds belonging to batiks and finan¬ 
cial institutions. 

The outstanding credit on the let¬ 
ter’s books, presently locked up in 
sick units, was Rs 3.778 crores at the 
end of when the tick list con¬ 
sisted of 491 Urgei medium end 


7.8^B small-scale units. The Bill con¬ 
tains several provisions to revive and 
rehabilitate at least those sick units 
which are reckoned to be potentially 
viable. 

The Federation of Indian Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce and Industry (FIC- 
Cl) has welcomed the Bill as “a 
salutary step." But it seems doubtful 
if the Bill will really succeed in its 
aims in view of the fact that similar 
attempts made in the past have not 
produced the desired impact to solve 
this problem 

For instance, the government set 
up in 1971 The Calcutta- 
headquartered Industrial Recon- 
itruction Corporation of India (IRCl) 
for rehabilitating and reconstructing 
ailing industrial units. Although the 
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Proudly, we are taking India 
back to the 12 th century. 



Time wfteri th« wprtd knew 
Indie e greet ttedhig nerfon. 
Todey. cennjrtes letei;Tndu is efl set 
to regein ttiei ppsMoo In the gloM 
merkei piece 

And. ddoging Indie into 
pron)lner>ce emongsi the world 
tredirv community ere MMTC ervi 
STC 

the Minerals end Metals Trading 
Corporenon of Indbi limited and 
The Sute TVadlng Cotp oration of 
Jrtdia Limited Piemiet orger^satlorts 
(hat serve as the tvm aims of 


lr>dla's Foreign trade. Whose 
combined expertise has taken 
Indian goods to countries all 
around the globe Artd whose 
Formidable bulk-buying capability 
has brought a wide range oF 
products for lr>dia s r>eeds At the 
right time, right price and in the 
dght quantity. To serve the 
consumer as weli as the core 
sectors oF India's growing 
economy. 

MMTC and STC. Trading In items 
as diverse as minerals and textiles. 
metAK and spORS goods, fertilisers 
and elecifonk items, diamonds 
end leetherwere. And gMng India 
the edge by integrating exports 
arid Imports end evolving new 
means lor enhancement of trade. 

While India braces Itself to meet 
the challenges of the 2 1 st ceniuty. 
MMTC end STC ere devising ways 
and methods to stay ahead ir> 
global trade Sy adoptir^ strategies 
like Counter Trade and Third 
Country Trading. |oim Ventures and 
Source Development ActMhes. 
UfMoring trading possibilrhes for a 
host of non*tradltioruil items. And. 
opening up the global market For 
India’s small and medium scale 
entrepreneurs, amsans and 
craftsmen. 

MMTC and STC — emerging, 
stronger than ever before, as the 
synergisdc force that gives India 
the best of both worlds in global 
trade. 
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IRCl wi$ able to revive a few uck 
units, it could not play an effective 
role mainly owing to financial end 
managerial constraints as well as 
some legal impediments in effecting 
mergers. According to T. Tiwari. for¬ 
mer chairman of IRCl. "It is difficult 
for any organisation to survive pure* 
ly as an intensive care unit.** The 
government, therefore, decided Use 
year to convert the IRCl into the 
Industrial Reconstruction Bank of 
India. Obviously, the government 
now realises chat this re*naning ex¬ 
ercise is hardly the answer to revive 
tick units and prevent future sick* 
ness 

The provisions of the Sick Indust¬ 
rial Companies Bill now before Far* 
lianent are broadly on the lines 
indicated by the finance minister in 
his budget speech. But it is not 
exBCCly clear as to how the govern* 
ment is going to deal with situations 
where not only individual units but 
entire industries have become sick. 
For example, in the sugar industry 
there are at present 339 mills in the 
country, of which 168 ire in the 
cooperative secror, 103 in the joint 
sector, and 70 in (he public sector. 
According to the New Delhi-based 
Indian Sugar Mills Association. *'The 
outlook for all of them is bleak.** 

The association reveals in a recent 
brochure that the losses suffered by 
mills in all the sectors and all the 
regions In the three years—19Bl*g3, 
1992*83 and 1963-8^—were more 
thanRs 800 crores. 

In setting up the Board for Finan¬ 
cial and Industrial Reconstruction, 
the government his assumed that 
fflismanag^nent is the sole cause of 
sickness. This assumption is wrong. It 
does not recognise that there are 
several external factors too which 
can cause sickness; unrealistic price 
controls, lack of demand, excessive 
taxation, severe power shortage, 
labour*! opposition to modernisation 
and rationalisation and so on. 

While the Bill no doubt reflects the 
government's anxiety to revive sick 
units and to prevent future sickness, 
some of its existing policies actually 
aggravate it. For instance, the price 
preference given to the public sector 
units in the matter of government 
purchases has been unfairly affect 
ing the profitable working of a large 
number of private sector units. The 
government Is now che single largest 
buyer of manufactured goods in the 
country and, therefore, its purchase 

S olicy hat a great deal to do with the 
tiltny functioning of industries in 
the private sector. 

If lAdunrlal sickness is spreading, 
could the root source of the conta¬ 
gion be the government irself? 
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RAILWAYS 

Bidding for the Outsider 


Bui Ihc World Bonk is no! impressRd 


T he Indian Railways have chalked 
out a massive nu»dernisatiui> and 
expan^iion plan wiih World Bank aid 
Under the programme, (he Railways 
floated global tenders for the supply 
of 48.000 cariridge iape« roller bear 
ings. an e'l^niial ingredient in the 
consiruction of railway wagons In 
Oct(R>vr 1984, len firm^ from coun 
tries like Japan. USA and Italy sent 
their offers. National Engineering 
Industries (NEli of Jaipur was (he 
only Indian conipanv (o join the race. 
Allhough N£J was the lowesi bidder, 
(he decision was manipulated in 
favour of a Japanese firm and (ho 
railway authorities recommended, to 
(he World Bank to approve the 
purchase from Japan. 

The World Bank, however, re¬ 
jected the proposal objecting that 
though (he comparative statements 
of various offers had been tabulated 
the norms set by it in this regard had 
been overlooked. In the circuoiNt* 
ances ft asked the railway authorities 
to reconsider the whole matter and 
compute the rates correctly. While 
reassessing the offers made by the 
ten companies (he ra(e» of the KEI 
bid turned nut to be the lowest. Once 
again, the railway authoriiies sent 
(heir recommendations in favour of 
(he same Japanese firm, but the 
World Bank was not ioiprnscd. 

Reportedly ii ha« taken exception 
to the undue interest being shown by 
Indian Railways authorities m favour 
of the Japanese firm, despite the fact 
(hit (he rules being offered by the 
Indian firm were lower by ovet Rs 
200 per bearing The World Bank 
alto pointed out (hat besides (he rate 
factor The capability of keeping to 


I (he delivery .schedule also weighed 
heavily in favour of the Indian fliTn. 
! The railways required 6.000 car* 
I tridge bearings por month but the 
the Japanese firm was not capable of 
supplying even half of the require* 
mem Moreover, it wanted six 
: months* time (n siari the supply after 
. the order was placed Against this 
I the Indian company was ready not 
only to supply the requisite quantity 
every month hu( was aUo in a posi- 
j tion to Sian immediate delivery. In 
the circumstances the World Bank 
saw no justificaiiuii for the railways 
\ favouring the Japanese firm. Placing 
an order with (he Japanese firm 
would have cost the naiiun a sum uf 
Rs one ciore in foreign exchange 
The story dues noi end here. The 
I World Bank's insistence that the 
! order be placed with the Indian firm 
I was nut relished by the railway 
I board. However, as it could not 
I oblige the Japanese firm, the lobby 
i in Rail Bhawan favouring the 
Japanese, drastically clashed the 
order. To NEIH grt-ai sarpriite. the 
order was placed (or the !*upply of 
<»nly 12,000 cartridge laper roller 
bearings against the initial enquiry 
for 48,000. 

While it took eight monihs for the 
deal lu be finalised the wagon manu- 
focturcrs' yards piled up with un¬ 
lifted stocks of cartridge taper roller 
bearings. Meanwhile, the railways 
continuod to pay a sum of Rs 70.000 
per day as service cherges to the 
World Bank fur not utilising the sum 
earmarked for rhe modernisation 
and expansiun of railway facilities in 
the country. 
mtm ctm4 Mpuf 











BUSINESS^NANCB 



At a Glance 


* 4 * * 

M, 

DIVIDENDS 

ISSUES 

PRODUCTS 

• 


ITC: Recommended higher equity 
dividend of 22 S per cent for year 
ended 30 June t9SS UO per cent). 
Julhindur Motor Agency (Delhi): 
Recommended dividend of IS per 
cent for year ended 31 March 1985. 
Autollte (indie): Declared di* 
vidend of 15 per cent for the yeer 
ended 31 March 1985 Company 
planning lo enter capital market 
I and has auured minimum dividend 
of 18 per cent to the new rharehol* 
dera for the current year. 

JJ. Exporter!: Maintained equity 
dividend at 15 per cent for the year 
ended 31 March 1985 Dividend will 
be payable as on 30 September. 
Aruno Sugar: Board announced in 
I terim dividend on equity of ten per 
i cent f 01 the year as also II percent 
; on preference. 

I $1ea Breweries: Company steppin^t 
up dividend to 25 per cent (20 per 
cent). 

Chotemarkdaiam InveKtmeni: Re¬ 
commended higher dividend nf 20 
per cent (15 per ceiiti fur the cur¬ 
rent year. 

Darjeeling Dooerv Ploniation: De¬ 
clared equiry dividend of 20 per 
cent for the year ended 31 March 
1985. 

Kemanwale Housing Orvelopment 
Finance Company: Recommend> a 
ten per cent dividend for the year 
eadH 30 April 198$, Profit before 
cax of the current year's three 
months, ending .K) July, is Rs 31.3 
lakhs on a paid up capital of 15 
lakhs 


P. L. Finance: Issuing 75 leklla Ra 
ten equity shares and 1.5 Lakh IS 
per cent occur ad non-con vaCtibIc 
debentures of Rs 100 each. The 
equity is linked to the debentoree 
arid be on a rights basis, with 
holders of 50 equity offer^ 30 
equity shares linked to six debep* 
lures. 

Ranbaay Laboralerlea: Equity 
shares of Rs cme crore tied to non¬ 
convertible debentures ot Rs 1.5 
crorea on rights basis to cxliting 
shareholders and holders of con¬ 
vertible pons of 13.5 per cent da> 
benturas of the company. 

W.B. insula tors: Will be issuing 
equity, linked non convertible de- 
b^itures on rights basis. Equity 
issues will bear a premium of Rs 15 
per share and holder of $0 equity 
shares will get IS shares. The IS per 
cent non-coni-enlble secured de¬ 
bentures will b« allotted at the race 
of ten debentures for every SO 
shares presently held 
Super House: Copipany intends to 
enier capital market with public 
issue of .5.7 lakh equity shares of Rs 
ten each ai par towards end of 
November 198$. 

Madhya Pradesh United Pcly|K 
ropylene:Kixe(i 5 October 1955 as 
record date for determining eligi. 
biliiy for issue of rights shares at 
par on a iwo-for-five basis. 

Punjab Alkalies and Chemicals: 
Will make a rights issue of 20.S lakh 
new equity shares in the proportion 
of one for everv five shares 


Usited Blectroeics: DiversiKIjw 
into manufacturing blomoucu 
oqidpnem. including blood preas^ 
ore eq lament, aatcuDaiic' few 
tbarmometers and ocher topblaci- 
cated oqoipments. 

Cbievida India: Thraatening to 
brMk the monopoly of Staederd 
Betterioi by entering the market 
for su^ylng costly submarino bat¬ 
teries for Indian Navy, with each 
battery costing about Rs two erare. 
leo Exchange (Indie): Launched 
new constunar piquet for bacteria- 
free drinking water. Named Zero-B. 
company claims it to be the best 
preventive against witerbomt dis- 
easa>>.l^f water is made 100 per 
cent bacteria free, using iodine in a 
controlled manner. 

Aatolite (India): Claimed 

to be the first Indian com¬ 
pany to develop end introduce *hl* 
power* and halogen lamps In the 
country, is diversifying info mtiKi' 
facturing of wirii^ harness, plaaric 
auto parts, parking and indicator 
lamps, horns, cutouts. Ignition cofit, 
miniature bulbs, aerodynamic fuel 
efficient head lamps and quam 
lialogan bulbs. 

RESULTS 

NetioAal Rolling and Steel Ropea: 
Company's turnover increased to 
Rs 16 crores (Rs 5.6 crore in 1953- 
84) with gross profit of Rs 1.23 
crores and net profit of Rs 53.35 
lakhs. 
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EPTRAJDOOT 


ESCORTS 



\ Vx 


It was news for us too. But 
that was eleven years ago when 
Rajdoot was the first Ii^ian 
motorbike to ‘go’Japanese. 

Collaborating with 
MlKUNl—the world-famous 
makers of carburenors. 

And that signalled a 
technology avalanche. 

FUJI for clutch assemblies. 
HOSH! for swaged spokes. 

And KAYABA for front-forks. 

Which means that there's a 
lot of Japanese know-how- 
making the Rajdoot a ver\ 
efficient machine. 

,Vid, when you add the 
hottest name in motorcycle 
engineering world-wide— 
Yamaha of Japan—it makes big 
news in the form of the 
Rajdoot-Yamaha breed of 
3%cc motorbikes. Soon to be 
followed by the highly 
fuel-efficient 100 cc bikes. 

Yes, the foresight is paying 
off Beause today, one of every 
two bikes on the road is a 
Rajdoot. 

Which, incidentally, is not 
very surprising news. 






r I 










VARIETY/Khaas Baat 


W hatever h« doet, 

Feroi Khan $ttinnc 
be the cynosure of ell eyes. 
£ven when he decided to 
move into his sprewlinj; 
bungalow in fiengelore, 
people sterted spreading 
rumours of how success 
had gone co his heed. The 
grapevine has it that when 
he ventu red o ut of his 
farmhouse, he would dress 
like a cowboy and ride on 
horseback on the streets of 
Bangalore. But Perot 
came back to tinsel town 
■nd announced his latest 
film Jaenhaet,with great 
fanfare Contrary toea* 
poccauons he took a long 
time to begin Che shooting 
of the film, causing a lot ^ 
tongues tM wag once again. 
Now, after,a change in the 
cast of his fUm^his 
brothers Senjay and 
Akbar have been replaced 
and the new scars included 
are Anil Kapoor, Dimple 
Kapedi i', Ferot himself 


KM|el KIran: surrender 


and Amrish Puri—he has 
finally begun footing. 

S he could not have asked 
for a better start for her 
career. In her very first 
film. Hum Kisise Kum 
Nahia^aaja} Kinn work* 
ed with one of the well* 
established directors, 
Nasir Husain. Everybody 
predicted a bright future 
for her, but after her de* 
but. she juat missed the 
bus CO f amending in small 
roles in filflu that did no* 
thing to boost her career. 
Ten years after her first 
film, she has thrown m the 
towel. ‘‘Everyone wanted 
to exploit me because I am 
a girl. 1 played along with 
them rill I could. I can no 
longer play their games. I 
am giving up,** she says, 
disgusted. According to re* 
liaUe sources, she has 
married a millionaire and 
has settled down to a new 
life. 
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Ja>iprada;io dU« Urlil^' 
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T he one time contender 
for the number one poei* 
tion among the heroines 
(till she was ovenaken by 
Sridevi) seems to be facing 
rough weather. Jaya p re* 
de, who is being written 
off as a has-been, is very 
upset about che rumours, 
and she has reason to be: 
she still has eight films on 
the floors and a few others 
in the of f i ng... which is 
hardly a sign of bad times) 

H as success gone to Jack- 
jeSfaro/f>head?WhUe 
producers allege that he is 
beginning (o show signs of 
a swollen head, Jackie 
vehemently denies this 
cberge. Re says whatever 
success he had achieved 
wtth his first film. Haro, 
has been stemmed after 
his two subsequent films, 
Shiva ka insaa/and Mere 
Jawaabi flopped. Mean* 
while, his relationship 
wit h Ayeaha Duel con* 
tinues co be Indetemia* 
ete. AU talk ci their bet* 
rothalwgsdesbed tocha 
ground when the calebvm* 
tloa turvtad out co be oo* 
thing more than Ayashe^s 
b4r«Maypcrty. 










SPOTLIGHT 


Donning a New 
Mantle 


Epitome of 
Energy 

I I has been the nucleus of 
his life: nuclear energy. 
Whether ei the depart¬ 
ment of nuclear energy at 
Trombay among disting¬ 
uished colleagues like Sir 
Homi Bhebha or besides 
German scientists as the 
head of department of ato¬ 
mic energy at Karlsruhe, 
West Germany, Dr Deepak 
Gupta has made safe* 
gtiaids system the theme 
of his vocation. Dr Gupta, 
who hails from an illust¬ 
rious family in Bikrampur, 
Dacca, graduated in che¬ 
mical engineering from 
Jadavpur university. Cel- 
cutte, in Presently 

the head of the depart¬ 
ment of safeguard systems 
at the Nuclear Research 
Centre, Karlsruhe, he de¬ 
veloped the process of 
making heavy nitrogen in¬ 
digenously, d numean 
achievemem. A natural¬ 
ised German citisen, Di 
Gupu's dedication to his 
work has not gone unre¬ 
warded. the.. Institute of 
Nuclear Materials Man¬ 
agement, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, has confer¬ 
red on him the Disting¬ 
uished Service Award, 
bringing glory not only to 
his motherland but also to 
Germany He is also the 
first German to win this 
award in the last 26 years, 
His wife. Mrs Eva Maria 
Gupta, has produced an 
authentic book onAlpona, 
the folk art of Bengal. 


T he changeover has been 
smooth. With the un¬ 
timely death of Lalit 
Maken. the mantle of lead¬ 
ing one of the largest un¬ 
ions in the country, the 
National Confederation of 
Central Government Em¬ 
ployees and Workers, 
which han over SO affili¬ 
ated unions and federa¬ 
tions and a 16 lakh mem¬ 
bership, has fallen on Ran- 

t iarajan Kumaramanga- 
im, the Congressfl) MP 
Kuinaramangalam i.^3) 
who is the son of the late 
Mohan Kumaramangalam. 
is an active trade union 
leader He has been 
actively involved in Irod- 
mg unions since 3973 
when he was president of 
the National Snidems Un¬ 
ion of India (NSUIj He gni 
his break in active irade 
unionism m 1977. After 
tlie death of Maken, says 
Kumaramangalam, he will 
have only work har¬ 
der'* to make Parliament 
an active fuium to voice 
the demands of the 
workers. 


SubI Dull wHh awmbers uf th« >vr«»kiaa iw« sr<iuiHi 

Ramayana Japanese Style 

I ndian epics have evinced iuminaries attached to this 
much inrercM in foreign project are Amiiafah Bach- 
climes First, it was the chan and Sunil IHitt, who 
French, led hy Peter Brook r«N:ently led a delegation 
who tiHik on the onerous to Japan lo finalise the 
tusk transforming the details. S.S Ot>er(»i. a big 
Ma/iahAjrafa into a name in the advertising 
marathon pley. And now. world, us well as the pro- 
the Japanese are keen on ducei of the TV serial. Feh 
filming the Kamavena An Jo Hoi Zinditfit, will be the 
Indo-Japanese project.the producer of Rrfma- 
film i« to be a full length yana. Vinod Sharma 
feature in animation and of Candhi fame will write 
is tn be shot in both .3$ end the dialogues for the Hindi 
70mm.lt will be onginalK version while Bachchan 
done in English, Hindi and will lend his voice to the 
Japanese. Among the film. 


low-throated sparrow but 
when he could not recog¬ 
nise it he took the help of 
his uncle, who guided him 
to the Bombay Natural 
History Society (BNKS). 
Ever since birds have 
obsessed him. Todey, on 
the threshold of his nine¬ 
ties, 5>alim All is no less 
active than he was in the 
prime of his youth. He is 
more than a bird-watcher; 
he is also an ardent sup¬ 
porter of the conservation 
of wildlife and protection 
of the environment. 
Countless awards and 
laurels have come his way. 
Kis recent nomination to 
the Rajya Sabha, there¬ 
fore. ha^ly causes a flut¬ 
ter. But the hyperactive 
octogenarian still 

craves for adventure. 
Sometime in October this 
year, he attempts to trek 
along a Himalayan route 
in search of the mysterious 
Himalayan quail. 


Poet of 
Brotherhood 


Birdwatcher 
Turns MP 


L iterature is his obses¬ 
sion; and his quest for 
the aesthetic has not only 
made him study the nice¬ 
ties of his own mother- 
tongue. Bengali, but also 
that of a foreign language. 
German Dr AJokeranjan 
Dasgupu, besides trans¬ 
lating the works of Ger¬ 
man authors like Peter 
Weiss, Botho Straus, 
Marie-Luise Fleisser. 
Georg Buechner, and 
others into Bengali, is also 
a recognised Bengali poet 
and essayist. His poems 
have been published both 
in English and German. Dr 
Dasfupia's efforts for the 
procnotioo of Indo-CeriDao 
cultural ties have not gone 
unnoticed: he was recently 
awarded the Goethe 
Medal instituted by the 
Goethe Insutute, Munich. 


W hat started as a chil¬ 
dish curiosity ma- 
tured into a relentless 
search for the rere and 
beautiful. At the age of 
nine, ornithologist Baiim 
Ah had shut down a yel- 


Dr (f apM I yeeseH servlet 
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1 UNBREAKABLE 
PENCIL 


The extraordinary pencil 
that lasts as Ions as A 


two ordinary pencils. 


% 




Cemlin unbreakable pencils. Hrshiy 
compressed lead and carefully seasoned 
wood bonded tosether by a special 
process perfected only by Camlin. 

So the point never breaks. While 
sharpenins, or in normal use. That's why 
Camlin unbreakable pencils last lonser — 
twice as Ions ordinary pencils. Nine 
attractive designs to choose from. 
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camlin 

Maken of India's first unbreakable pencil. 


Camlin Private Limited, 

Pencil Division, Camlin House, 
JB Nagar, Bombay 400 0S9. 
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The Small 
Screen 


1 Lapierre of 

I Uihe Collins Lapierrc 
duo. who have authored a 

' numberof bestfeUers, wiU 
' soon start shooting for a 
serial for French televi* 
Sion on the life and times 
of Mother Teresa. Thou^ 
Lapierre had approached 

Mother Tere^u with the 
I idea almost two years ago. 
it was not until recently 
that she finally j;ave her 
consent. Indian television 
viewers (oo will be able to 
watch this pruftramme 
once it has been broadcast 
an French TV. 


own stories, the script for 
the 13 episodes has also 
bevn written by Ray. 
AmoriK the eroinenr actors 
who have already been 
signed I Ml are Vic toi 
Banerjee. Om Pun and 
Mohan Agashe. Kay's son 
Sand ip IS also involved In 
the production 


F irst Rajesh Puri, then 
Lovleen Mishra and now 
Rajendra Cange all have 
bagged maior rules in 
filmv. All of them owe 
their successful entry into 
films to television's 
marathon serial Mum t&g. 
Raiesh (Lallul Puri cur* 
rently has 20 films on the 
floors, and Sushma (Dadi) 
Seth too IS busy shotiting 
for films in Iwiween her 
assignmciMs for the bi* 
weekly serial. Lovleen 
(Chuiki I Mishra has just 
finished shooting for Cov* 
ind Kihalani's Aafihint. 
Cange, who plays the role 
of inspector Saamdar in 
Hum Lug, has walked 
away with a prize role. A 
small time actor HU his TV 
debut, Gange has been 


hetea SfcaluHgMi, ene of the Uteeii to Pathefc*s nee wr UI _ 

signed on by director i Frying Cuesr. to his credit 
Kidar Sharma to enact the The only one who is con* 
role of Netaji Subhas spicuous by her absertce is 

Chandra BoW, in his early Swaroop Sampai, the 
years. Ardhcndu Bose will other member of the popu* 

olay the role of the leader ] lar Veh Jo H»i ZindMgi 
in the later years of his team. 

B asu Chatterjee's seriiJs 
are turning out lobe 
popular favourites these 
days. First, it was Rt/anf. 
wl^h took the country by 
storm; now it is Darpen. 


P ankaj Kapoor, who 
plays Karamchendin 
the serial of the same 
name, is a veteran actor, 
and has already acted in 
over 70 plays and a num¬ 
ber of films including 
jMane Bhi Do Vaaro. 
Kapoor, vdio hails from 
Ludhiana, had decided to 
join the Film and Tetevi* 
sion Institute at Pune, but 
was rejected after the 
screen test. '’They liked 
my acting but didn't like 
my screen presence,” he 
recalls ruefully. But be 
was luckier when he ap¬ 
plied for the National 
School of Drama where he 
went on to wio a gold med* 
al. A lesser-known fact ii 
that he dubbed for Ben 
Kingsley for the Hindi 
sion of Gandhi: he seems 
to have come e long way 
since his rejection by the 
FTUI 


Lapirm: rr«)mh<HAv loTV 


I f all goes well, 
tube-addicts should be 
able to see from January 
198b a new Hindi serial 
made by none other than 
intern at lunallyrenowned 
Satyajit Ray. Based on his 


A. K.HamtallaDifpaD 


Sensitive and 
thought-provoking, each 
instalment of Parpen 
shows a TV adaptation of a 
short story by a 
contemporary Indian 
writer in a vorntcular. In 
aU, 13 such adaptations 
are to be telecast. The 
Hindi adaptations af« by 
noted writer Kamleahwar 


T he Shafi irumdar-Satiah 
Shah-Rakesh Bedi trio 
will be seen once again by 
TV viewers, this lime in a 
new serial. Tha man re¬ 
sponsible for producing it 
is Avinav Pathak* who 
alraady hag one TV serial. 


Aguhc.BamrJceMd Rij-ima.Sandtp: wetter asasWrpiKt 









Idols With 
Feet of Clay 

Six months ogo, a/ter their triumphs in Australia onW Shorjoh, the Indian cricketers 
were on top o/ the world. The 'world champions' have, however, been rudely 

shocked by the Sri l^nkans 



T hv unlv cunvj«i9ni feature of $ 
Indian cricket js its inconsisren* 9 
cy. Barely six montlis ago. the 1 
Indian crickuters were world i 
heaters, yet today they are heing ' 
humiliated bv a side that manv ' 













DUft bdni morltd btck (a the pav«M by aSri Lm«m «<ipa*nfr the Mkawl flif 


Ck JLJLt_n 11 n 


fielding and umpiiing/‘ He went on 
to »ay that the Ltinkarift wuuld not 
have pulled off a victory had it not 
been tor 'biased and motivated 
umpirinii/ 

Responsibility is a deiachable bur 
den easily shifted onto the shoulders 
of Godi Fortune or Luck. But with 
cricket captains ii is customary to 
blame the urrpires Kapil merely 
maintained the custom. He blamed 
the umpires for not giving his bats¬ 
man the benefit of the doubt and for 
not calling the Lenkan bowlers when 
they stepped across the crease. 
Granted, the decisions that went 
against Srikkanth and Dilip Vengsar- 
kar might have been debatable, but 
even that does not justify the poor 
Indian showing. KapilN explanation 
was that Che fall of three early wick¬ 
ets. two due to umpiring mistakes, 
rattled the confidence of his side 
When asked how a team of experi¬ 
enced professionals could get rattled 
with the fall of three quick wickets, 
Kapil was silent. 

The Indian skipper would have 
done well to admit defeat and live to 
fi^t another day. But perhaps KapU 
felt chat confessions, though good for 
the soul, are bad fnr the reputation. 
Bare statistics themselves show how 
the vUiiors have been overwhelmed 
by a team, who on papei are far 
inferior lo them. But then Test 
matc^i are not played on paper. Till 
the end nf the second Test the Indi¬ 
ans had ciut reached a total of BOO in 


any innings of the lour. On the other 
hand all the teams the visitors have 
played against have been able to 
cross the 300 mark in at least one 
innings of the game (except the first 

DUIp Vnparkjr: ncbtbat kniiics 




one day international). Only a single 
Indian (Dilip Vvngsarkar) has scored 
a century on ihc tour while five Sri 
Lankans—As an ka Ourusinghe, 
Sumlihra Warnakulasunyu. Amal 
Silva. Arjuna Ranatunga ard KanjHi) 
Madugalle—have accomplished the 
feat. 

If the tourists' baiting has been 
poor then their bowling hsis not been 
any belter. The main two strike bow¬ 
lers Kapil Dev and Sivaromakrish- 
nan have failed to m.ike any mark nn 
the Sn Lankan batsmen. In four 
matches Kapil Dev. has taken only 
eighi wickets. has only four 

wickets to hLc credit. 1 he unbaUnced 
comparisons are never ending and 
for this we in the cricketing world 
: should admire the new entrants to 
, the game 

The main reason for India's dis¬ 
astrous showing was complacency. 
KapiTs comments after the fourth 
day's play of the second Test merely 
confirmed the belief. He told jour¬ 
nalists, **We will win. you see. Come 
and see me tomorrow after we have 
won." The best remedy for the Indi¬ 
ana would be i«> try and rebuild their 

, confidence again. But they should 
not forget that there is still time 
enough for revenge if not in Sri 
Lanka then in Australia and time 
enough to prove that the success of 
last season was not a brief interval 
between a stroke of good luck and a 
stroke of apoplexy. 

I atn DVHan 





snF.NCEA-ECHNOLOOY 


A Sight to Behold 


ii 
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n 29 August, a *broom- 
star* was .«««n ia the 
morning in the northeast. 
It was 10* east of Chung- 
fai (Ursa Major). Its length was 6* 
and colour; pure white, ft moved 
northwest but pointed southwest. On 
1 September, it was 1* to the north* 
west of Hsia*t*ei (in Ursa Major). It 
went out of sight on the morning of 4 
September. In the evening it reapp¬ 
eared in the northwest. It was V in 
length and pointed southeast. It gra 
dually moved and entered Ti (in 
Libra) On 23 September it was bare¬ 
ly seen. On 27 September it was 
exiinguished.” 

Tbat was how the imperial astrc^ 
nomers of China recorded their 
observations of comet Halley’s 
apparition in 530 AD And when the 
celebrated comet reappears this year 
it will receive one of the grandest 
receptions by astronomers around 
the world. HalJey may be visible by 
telescope from September but will 
not make the closest approach to 
earth until 27 November when it will 
be at a distance of 92.7 million 
kilometres. At that distance its long 
luminous tail will cover one-eighth to 
one-tenth of the heaven—an awe¬ 
some spectacle. 

The Jemon-shaped comet that was 
last seen in 1910 will not appear 


again until 2061. This and next year's 
show will, however, be less spectacu* 
lar than the one that was seen in 1910 
as the relative position of the sun. 
earth and the comet is unfavourable. 
Halley would also be further away 
from earth than it was in 1910 and 
would rise and set with the sun 
whose ^are would mask it. 

Described as a "diny snowball." a 
comer's nucleus consists of ice. snow 
and condensed gases mixed with 
particles of silicates, metals and met* 
al oxides which can be as small as a 
grain of sand or might be several 
centimetres long. Thev are the pri¬ 
mordial matter preserved in original 
form by the ciKimic ’refrigerator’ and 
so are likely to contain information 
about the physical and chemical pro. 
cesses that took place 4SOO million 
years ago when the solar system was 
being formed. Scientists hope to 
obtain information about the original 
cosmic mattor from which ibe entire 
solar system evolved, by studying the 
close-up shots of the Halley's comet 
which give details of dust and 
gaseous composition. 

While the biggest telescopes are 
being prepared fur the celestial visJ. 
tor. six spacecraft are already on 
(heir way for a close encounter with 
the comet in March 1966. The probes 
may unlock the comet’s time capsule 



and reveal vital clues to the origin c 
the solar system. 

Two Soviet Vega spacecraft laui 
ched in December 1954 are on the! 
way to meet Halley's comet on 
March. The probes with two r 
cameras will get as close as .3.000 t 
10,000 kilometres from the comet' 
nucleus. The Japanese probe Sak 
pake which took off on 5 January wiJ 
take a look at the comet from 
distunce of seven million kilometrei 
The second Japanese spacecraf 
Planei'A launched in August wil 
take photograph:, of the comet ii 
ultraviolet light from a distance o 
20^000 kilometres. The US probe Ic 
will encounter another comet* 
Giacopini Zinner—in September b< 
fore joining the Halley study. It wil 
watch the comet from a distance o 
30 million kilometres. A Europeai 
craft Giottu launched on 2 July wil 
get as close as 100 SOO km to thi 
comet's nucleus. During the four 
hour encounter tt will send picture 
of objects as small as 50 metres ii 
diameter. Giotto is likely to be des 
troyed while flying through the man 
lie of gas and dust A space pariick 
of the sise of a pea could destroy tht 
Rs S2$ million craft as it will bt 
hitting the comet in a head on colli 
Sion at a relative speed of 69 km pei 
second. 

ftnHI now man bnn observed morr 
than 1000 comets. Most comets flj 
past the sun only unce before return 
ing deep into space, never to be seer 
again. Halley, however, is crapped ii 
an orbit within the inner solar systair 
and returns repeatedly once in 74 
years. The comet was, reportedly 
first sighted by the Chinese in 12 BC 
It was the Kritish astronomer. 
Edmund Halley (1653-1742). who 
struck by the similarity of comets 
that appeared in 1531, 1607 and 
16B2. concluded that it was the 
same body and predicted its next 
appearance in 1758. But he did not 
live to see it. Although this comet is 
am tbe brightest, it is one of the few 
comets, the return of which could be 
accurately predicted, 

When the core of a comet 
approaches the sun, it is warmed and 
gas and dust are released to form a 
giant cloud that gives the comet its 
distinctive tail. The core of Halley 
comet was originally 20-km chick but 
every rime it goat around tha sun U 







com«t wiU disappear. 

Halley's appearance has brought 
the world astronomers together. The 
Internadonai Halley Watch (IHW) 
has been formed to coordinate (he 
observations made in laboratories 
scattered all over the globe. All data 
will be passed on to the Jet Prop¬ 
ulsion Laboratory in California, 
USA, and Erlangen University's 
Jurgen Remeis observutory in Bom* 
berg, Bavaria. The space agencies of 
the USi USSR, Japan and Europe 
have set up an inter-agency consuha 
five group to consolidate data sent by 
their respective Halley's probes. 

India has been invited to join the 
IHW because of the strategic loca¬ 
tion of Jts three major observatories 
where hectic preparation is going on 
for the Halley study. These observe- 
tories at Kavalur (Tamil Naduj. 
Nainital and Hyderabad will bridge 
the longitudinal gap between 
Chinese and Soviet observatories. 
India has also signed a protocol with 
the USSR under which Indian obser¬ 
vatories will supply astrometric data 
needed for calculating the comet's 
trajectory. The data will be used by 
the USSR for mid-course cnrreciiiins 
to the Vega spacecraft. Besides 



Clone: ckae nweeaim 


astrometry, (he protocol envisages 
collaborative observations from the 
Indian and Soviet based stations for 
measuring polarisation, speckle in¬ 
terferometry of the cornet, infra-red 


Waiting for Haiiey 


I f you waiii to know the latent 
information on Halley's comet 
you can get i' by diaUiiig the Lon¬ 
don Telephone number 01-7903400. 
British Aerospace, the prime con¬ 
tractor to Eiutipeun Space Agency 
for Giotto spacecraft and Halley's 
Comet Society in conjunction vrith 
British Telecom has begun the Hal 
ley comet nationwide hotline ser¬ 
vice. The special service which was 
started in January 1985 will be 
made available lot 24 hours till 
May 1986 and will be updated ev¬ 
ery week. Callers will receive the 
latest information on the progress 
of the Giotto space probe which will 
make the closest study of Halley’s 
comet. Recognising the conthbu 
tiOQ to astronomy by nos* 
professionals, tbe International 
Helley Watch has set up an 
"Amateur Observers' Network 
(AON)." 

The work of Indian amateurs ia 
being coordinated by A.l. Siddiqui, 
a eclanciat at the atomic power 
project in Karon, UP. The data 
o^lwted as Narora will be sent to 
tlw.CaltfMli Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. aMdiqui says the study "wUl 
ma^tude esiimates. coaa 
«t« md ^studies, recorded time 


of abrupt changes in brightness, 
positiooing, drawinp and observa¬ 
tions of halos, envelopes, jets, and 
streamers in coma." 

The Indian amateur astronomers 
will depend on four-inch and six- 
inch telescopes available in the 
country and $LR-3S mm camera 
Cited with SO mm diameter lens and 
orange and blue filters. Binoculars 
<7 kSO) will also be used. According 
to Siddiqui, a visit to the Nainitel 
observatory has been proposed to 
acquaint the amateurs with the par¬ 
ticular region of the sky where the 
comet will be observed. One impor¬ 
tant aspect of the amateur prog¬ 
ramme is to study tbe socio* 
psychological impact of the comet 
on people. Siddiqui says groups of 
social workers throughout the coun¬ 
try will register the public reaction. 

pooplo will be given lectures 
and "inftvmaboD pecks" on Hal¬ 
ley's comet. Siddiqui also wants xht 
%vord "ippehtioD” used to deseriba 
a conet to be ra^aced by tbe word 
"appearance.* ne OxfoH dictfoa* 
ary defines apperibap as a super* 
naniral being or ^eei an obviw 
ly lacerrect dawngtioa of a ceskat, 
aspaciaUy in a seiamthcally edv- 
iAMd society. 


and radio observations 
The Indian Hailey Watch program¬ 
me IS being cuordinated by ihe Indi¬ 
an Institute of Astrophysics (HA) in 
Bangalore. Participants in this prog¬ 
ramme include the Uftar Pradesh 
solar observatory in NiinitaK Physic¬ 
al Research Laboratory. Taia Insti- 
rute of Pundamental Research 
(TIKRj and the Positional Astronomy 
Centre in Calcutta and volar observa¬ 
tories in Udaipur, Punjab, Delhi and 
Osmsnis universities 
The 40-inch reflector telescopes at 
Kavalur and Nalnita) and the 48-inch 
reflector at the Osmania University 
in Hyderabad are the major instru¬ 
ments that will be used to study the 
comet. Besides these, half a dosen 
smaller telescopes will also be used. 
The radio telescope ai Ooty will be 
used for scintillation studies of radio 
sources (stars) that will be occulted 
by the comet's tail. The redio tele¬ 
scope at Gauribidanur will be used to 
observe the comet in decameter 
wavelength. The TIFR will send bal¬ 
loons carrying telescopes to (he 
height of 30 kilometres to take pic¬ 
tures of Halley. Additional equip¬ 
ment has been purchased from the 
Rs 13 nilUon fund, provided by the 
deparanem of science and technolo¬ 
gy specifically for the Halley watch. 

Is the past. Indien actronorears 
have obeerved comets such as Ikeya* 
Sekl. Betmat, Kohoulek, West Cbury- 
nov-Gerosii^nko and Crommelln. 
The Nixamiah observatory in Hyder¬ 
abad made pionearing efforts in 
astrometric work duritm Halley's 
appearance ia 1910. "Inis year," 
sayi Dr J.C, Bhattacharya, HA dirac* 
tar. "wa are batter praptrad and 
equipped to watch RgUay." 
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Make sure the light 1$ 
right. No matter where 
you are, good light 
reduces eye-strain end 
increases work-output 
and efficiency. Sylvenia 
Laxmen ensures that its 
buibs and tubelights 
meet the most exacting 
international quality 
standards to provide light 
that's consistent and 
c^ear. Backed by 
Sylvania technology 
that s lighting up half the 
wortd. No wonder 
SyNanie Laxman makes 
and sells more 
Incandescent lamps than 
any other company In 
India. So ask for it by 
name—Sylvenia Laxman. 



SYLVAMA LAXMAN 
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VARIETT/Sundayweek 


BEGINNING 22 SEPTEMBER 1985 BY AMRITLAL 


13^ ARIES (18 A|rit—14 Hif) A 
ly . HB an««d of you 

|7 * Moneiery gains through un* 
«xo«cl«0 sourcss ir>di- 
uH^PSi catod. Profossionsls will 
msKS sisady proQ^oss and biMmasaman 
will clir\oh profitable ^als. Fnends. rela¬ 
tives and family members will coninbuie lo 
your Kapplneas. Lovers mey 90 ahead vnlh 
marriage plans. Bui do not nagleci your 
health and diet 
fioM dslas; tt. 23 and 2S. 
iueky Aumbert; 1, $ and 6 
FivosnWa diractlon; North-east 


m 


TAURUS (IS May—14 dues) 
Susineasmen should rtoi 
hesiiete 10 undanaice nshy 
vsniurea thks week lovora 
will find this penoo congenial 
Howevei. atudenis should exerciae cauMn 

whila accepting opQorlijnities Th4isr«oia 
kicKy phasa for profassionais. Your cM* 
dren may ba demanding but deal with rhem 
sympaihetical'y Spohsman and artists will 
prospai 

Qael Sins: 23. 24 and 26 
LsaSy euabars; 2. 6 and 7 
FivosftMa llndlan: South. 


Q€biiNi (1S Jene^te Ju<r) 
This ts not a good week lor 
P jM busineaarrven you may lose 
r f f heavily you indulge m risky 

financial deals Profesaion- 
aia. too. should be wary of their colleagues 
The bnanciSl from is noi very encouraging. 
The domasiic front will cause iresn pro6- 
lama. A lourney you were ’ooking ronvard 
to IS in the offing For these m service, a 
promotion cannot oe ruled out 
boM Mat: 24, 25 and 27 
Licky nsfflben: 3. t and 3 
>^ave«rabla dlrtctloa; Nonh west 


io 


CANCER (15 July—14 Augviri 

Parlies and snosi engsgr 
mania will Keeo vou busy tNs 
week but do rol overstrain 
yourself tins wt4 rtave an 
adverse effect on your health. The domes¬ 
tic and financial Ironis wiN remain inspiring 
Sus^neaamen and professionals wil make 
steady progress Success is m store for 
^onsmen too. Vour health will improve 
Bui this IS net a very bright week for lovers 
5oo4 dfl^ 25. 26 and 36 
taefey nittbart; 4. a arto 9 
FaroBrebie Arvetfan: £dsi 


UO (IS Ae|M 14 

ifl Nr) This n ihe idoei lime to 
/m get married The domestic 
ftpgb '*% front wiH remein peecehri il 
you are looking tor a job. 
there are cnariees that you wiM fmd or>e lhi$ 
week Fnends W.H be pwtHMtady ha^i 
Your bnarv ai proapecU look bngrtt. You 
WiH be haled upon to ehouider more 
reaporiwbriiliee If you plen to cNnge your 
career, do so only otter conauMhon. 
deed delac: 23. 2S and 27. 
lucky Nnbers: 2 . 3 «td 4, 

FavwnbI# «fec0ee: South 


VIRBO \n $apti«ber.14 
V/up^S^ October) This is e good week 
eSw ? I fv those in love you cart go 
fH aheed wuh memege plans it 
you are unerrpiovwd. there 
are Dr«^( cherKes that you wis ird a lOb 
irvs week A letter wti bong uncKpected 

K news towards the middle of Ihe week 
ustnesamen wib rmd the goir>g tough 
Avoto legal problems The domeshc front 
WiH create iens(or> Siey away from 
Seed «atos: 24. 26 end 26 
lucky ttoiMars: $. 6 arto 7. 

Faveerabto dirtettee. Nordi 


llIRA (16 octabar^14 
Rmmbar) You are advised 
Aoi to make any char>^ m 
your career (hs week Pro* 
leeeioneis nit wm me pracse 
Ql thrr ernpioyefS wh<ie busnessmen wiii 
encounrer opposition Fmanoal geinserem 
Store lor you lovers shouW delay marr.aga 
plans and avoid controversies. A ptoesure 1 
rrs> towards Ihe nuddie o1 me week is m ihe 
offing 

Good later 22. 24 v>o 25 

lediy eembtrs; 4. 5 and 6 I 

FavHreble llrecllen: South-east 


B SCORPIO (15 NenmNr>-14 
a Oaccmiar) sociai engage- 
U mefils w.u keep you occu* 
s pied for most Of me week bui 
^ avoid mixing business with 
pleasure Businessmen shouio devote 
mure time to iheir business ar>d they 
should oons;4t reiatwes before taking cru¬ 
cial decisions At home one of your 'eia- 
I ves may suddenly fall hick Avoid unper- 
tak ng pleasure ti ps 
Good iatoi; 23. 26 and 27 
lucky nuriiNis: t 2 and 3 
Faveureaia SIrtellea: North-west 



SAGITTARIUS (IS Oa sa mbas— 
14 JaNary) A good phase for 
lovers and speculators. The 
mail will bung welcome tid¬ 
ings The domestic scene Will 
rernain peaceful (Jc nol consult your 
friends ai>d relatives on crucial lasuea Be 
prepared lor setbacks on Ihe professional 
Ironr Finanoai gams may come your way 
but you may have difficuily in retrieving 
money tent out. 

Cacd dalei: 25. 27 and 26. 

Lucky nembars: 7. ft and 9 
FtTWnblt dlrteboe; South 


rXpC-^ CAPRICORN (16 Jaftoary—14 
L^^tsJU 1 Nbtoiry) For those m love 
C and interring to get married 

this IS lha opportune time to 
do SO. Those, connected wiih 
the line arts, are likely to fimi this period 
favourable The finance prospects are also 
bright but avoid extravagance. On the 
domeabc froni, your children will N a 
source of |OY A Close friend ia iikefy to let 
you down 

6aed Ntear 22. 25 and 26 
UCky ntfflMra: 2. 3 and 7. 

Feseurabla dlncUba: South-wesi. 


AQUARIUS (IS Febrwiy-.14 

I Marabj If you have legal prob- 

toms pertaining 10 property, 
ihis IS the ideal time lo pur- 
sue iham Thu period la 
fevoureOie for creative ariisia and apona- 
men. Hovitovet. this is nol a good pariod lor 
those *n service Businessmen, too, should 
avoid urtoertaking nsky ventures. A short 
tnp towards Ihe middle ol the week is in the 
oft'ng Welch your health closely 
Oeeb balsa: 23. 27 and 26 
Udry Aembfto 1 . 5 and 6. 

Fivoerabta bIricHen: North 


S PISCES (15 Mareb-U April) 
This is the ideal lime to settle 
lawsuits relating ic properly 
mailers Professionals and 
busrnessmer) wll forge 
ahead FinanciAi gams j/e m store tot ypu 
ih«s week, but do rK>i be exiravagani and 
save something for tha future The 
domesl'C from Will lemain inspiring 6u1 
lake care of your health A letter from a 
trerto wUJ g ve you a kn 0 * pleasure 
Geob baits: ?2 24 anu 26 
Lucky numMra: 3 6 and d 


Fsvoursak bireBlIofi' 


For Htosa bem betwtaa 15 OctoNr aeb 14 Nevymbar 

Your eegerneia to help others, even s' me mosi mappropnaie momemv s oc <; eat rhai 4 ohen causes empaHastimem You are 
ahricie^owvds members ol opposite sex and ii becomes difhcun lor vou to restoi tho* advances Persons corn during m s penod 
vs POvissd hbi to imiisie others bui 10 bs their natursi ssNss m msir day-to-day aciivntos You should be mbrs dectows and must 
not chvot your oomiona so often as you do. You ve an avd rsMer of books and eryoy baveHmg. Women born undar ihii sign are 
wvi eaoooaflv •htersatad m music and pamfng 


73 






Modistone 

COMPUMILER 

Rmse 

Modisior>e Car — the Modi- 
»tcne C«>Tipumirer — ar« 

rrianulactu'ed or co^riputensAd 
machinn A process that 
(he tyres cnarocten sties few tyres 
have 

^4cdrslu^e Corrpumiler range— 
premium nyipr tyres tnai are fust 
'igr>( for this compulei age WWi 
eelels. eomlon, redabWly and 
leAgefe engineeretf 4nio every 
fibre eeery cempenent 1M( bbis 
(n(e making the tyres. 

Modi&ture Cornpumiler rar>ge— 
few car lyres are quiie like them 
because they are nieraiiy puiH by 
the computer I That'S why 7 SO.OOO 
people Chose Mooisiorie lor their 
cars last yesr Pipolencugn that 
they're the lergast selling ear lyres 
in India 






























VARIE' 


IIS India 


TV. 



kCALDRI:; B. K. M Gowda had the 
put honour of boing made the city*» 
yor twice on the same day—firm 
\e for real and the second time fpr 
. sake of The idioT box. It happened 
t this Soon after he was elected 
^or the outgoing mayor M. L. Sub* 
[aj called him up to the dais and 
ced d Mysore (urban on his head to 
i^hso the transfer of power. The 
irdarshdii crew, who arrived some 
ute^ Uter. missed the ceremony^ 
the participunts obligingly went 
lugh (he whole ceremony aga^ri for 
benefit of the crow, to every- 
's amusement. Later, it happened 
m when Mr Subbaraj ceremonious- 
scorted a robed Mr Gowda to the 
'Oral chair. The TV crew were late 
in and the participants went 
lugh the rigmarole a second time- 
ten Express (Rumj hum Sa ny al, 
njtia) 

IPllR' Can an examines score 106 
ks out of 100? Apparently, the 
wer IS 'yes’—provided the ex* 
nee has appeared in any exatnlna- 
. from the MP Board of Secondary 
ication. Hemlata Verma. who 
Mared in this year's hi^ school 
imination, was virtually stunned 
m she received her duplicate mark- 
1^. Hemlata scored 106 marks out 
1100 in her history paper. Yet 

! sr amarlng discovery was in 
for her. when she saw that de* 
icoring 329 aggregate marks out 
she was bracketed in the ''third 
in” category— M.P Chroaitle 
ly Kumar Barik. Jagdalpur) 

iALORE: An amployee of the 
taka 'Elactricity Board has ere- 


rd has ere- 


ated a marathon walking record for his [ 
organisation by walking from Bangs* i 
lore to Myso re a distance of 14S 
km—in 42 hours. Mr Venkataraju, who 
came to the Pll office to relate bii 
achievement said he took the momen¬ 
tous decision of covering the distance 
on foot while he was engaged in a 
conversation with his friends. "My 
friends told me. 'we will give you Rs 
5,000 if you reach Mysore on foot 
within 4H hours.* But I told then if you 
are really taking h bet. give me Rs 
2 ,000, it IS .sufficient." he said and 
added. "They thought that I was jok¬ 
ing." Mr Venkataraju said that his 
friends followed him on two-wheelers ' 
as he walked. "When 1 reached My¬ 
sore. they paid me R$ 2.000." he * 
added—£^can Herotd (S. N. Sreeni- I 
vas Rao. Bangalore) I 

NACERC01L: A pigeon stayed in the ! 
air for 12 hours and 40 minutes at a I 
stretch to secure the first place in a 
compel It ion for pigeons nrganhed 
herV' The bird belonged to one 
Pichuyappun of Arukuvilai. The 
second place in the competition, in . 
which 11 pigeons look p.irt. weni tu a | 
pigeon owned hy ont* KanJuppao of 
Palhvilai. which flew f.,r 12 hours and 
ten minutes*'fndran Lxpiess iB. 
Meenakshi SunJaiam. Tnchvt 

HYDKKABAD: Ramesh Reddv. an ar¬ 
dent fan of the chiel minister for the 
past 20 years, waiu-d foi mx h<iurs 
beyond the schedule of his mu/iurihain 
for the arrival of N. T. Rama Kao 
before tying the sacred rhefr around 
his bride's neck. This incident was 
narrated by ihe chief mmistoi himself 
to newsmen reci'nllv. Mr Kama Rao 
said that while the mohur/ham was 
scheduli d for 7.20 am. the bnde and 
the griKim had waited in the marriage 
pandal till I.K) pm for his arrival 
Similarly, one Mr Basha of Kamalapur 
am village in Coddapah district has 
<iKo been waiting fur the last four 
years to marry in his presence, the 
chief minister added Mr fkisha has 
bevn wailing for ihe chief minister to 
fix his marriage dale so ihat he would 
be able to attend llie marriage—Afews- 
time (V.S. lUiavani, Hyderabad! | 

BOMBAY: Mr AM Kasanmohammed 
Saif Khan of Giant Road has received 
his telephone bill for the period be 
tween 7 May and 20 July 1985, He has 
been billed Rs 200 for (he rent of the 
instrumeni. lie has nui made any local 
call or trunk call. Nor could he have 
done it. Because he does noi have a 
telephone! The only mistake that Mr 
Khan has made, to date, ix in applying 
lor a phone in 1961*"Midday (B. 
Ramadevi, Hyderabad! 

m» W tow •« PN* ivt 


Without Comment 



Your law ji my foot—Dr Farouq 
Abdullah,when Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir CM, G.M. .Shah, assured the 
Asu.*(nbly that the law w<'uld tuke 
its course with regard to the 
arrest of a legislatur 

Despite a penetruring media sys¬ 
tem in the GS. the overage Amer¬ 
ican believes that Rhjiv Gandhi is 
(he grandson of the Mahatma and 
that Indira Gandhi was the diugh> 
ter of the same Mahatma^Dr 
Subramaniam Swamy in Imprint 

If any leader can tell me how 
terrorism can be stopped by 
satyagrdha, I am prepared to 
yield him my place—Sri Lanka 
President Juniu»> Jayewardene 
quoted in The StHtexman 

Certain people in ihc US are 
driving nails inio this structure of 
our relationship, then culling oft 
the head>. So ihc Soviets must use 
their teeth to pull them out— 
Mikhail Gorbachev, .in US*USSR 
relationchip in Ffmc 

I tram the people in certain speci* 
fic skills. If (hey go out and be* 
come terrorists afterwards, what 
can 1 do?—Frank Camper, 
mercenary who is said tu have 
trained Sikh terrorist Lai Singh, 
in The Wiu.strated Wt-ek/yof India 

1 call myself the lazy man's guide 
to enli^tenment-Bhagwan Ra* 
jneesh quoted in The Sunday 
Observer 

He doesn't have to be good 
lookmg...millioni<ire...ambUiaus- 
,.famous...doesn't have to have a 
good physique.. .share my interests 
either, he juvt has to be a friend. 
A good listener—Rekha, on the 
type of man she wants to marry in 
Hinduxtin rimes Sunday Maga¬ 
zine 
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Each number in the m«tn ^rid represents « letter The 
same lumber always represents the same letter. Three 
letters have been ^iven to help you make a start. Can 
you now substitute the rest to complete the 



Aoierblecutter was asked to mend a hole in the marble 
facinn of a well. He was (iven a single slab of marble and 
told to fill the hole by cutting a new piece into two piacai 
only, and since marble is so expensive, no bits ware to be 
left over. The hole measured 2 ft by 12 fi, but the piece 
of marble was 3ft by 8 ft Difficult though it was, the 
clever marble cutter managed the job. Can you^ 


What’s in a Wont? 

L IGHT [ ] 

COR E 

RICK [ ] 

RITE 

VENT [ ] 

LATE 

ASC ENT [ ] 

ARROW 

ROW [ ] 

LOVER 

SLAM [ ] 

DEAL 

EASE [ ] 

ODE 


Quick Look 



Fit a letter into each of the brackets so that this letter i | , 

put at the beginning of the word to the left and right of I 

th« bracket is changed into another word. If you do it Only one of the figures given above cm be formed if 
correctly, the letters in the brackets will read down- figure a is euperimposed oo figure h Can you say which 
words to give you a word that can help you copy. one li is? 












1 

TEASERS 

1 

r^re H Out 

1 Shape Sleuth: 

1 



The expensive vase ^eU down end broke. Luckily the 
I broken piece was found, but with e number of other 
I pieces. Can you teJI which piece will fit the hole in the 
I vase? 


Witsharpener 




5 




O 


D 



K 



A detective found this clue which helped him track down 
a criminal Can you work out the message that helped 
him find the criminal? 


Solutions to lest week's Te 


Maichmetet: lb, 2c. Sa 
I ^uertAg Vp: 2 
I Word Fewer: PEPPER 
LPlguet It Owed 
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0? B* 0! K IT 

^ ^ it 

p p r in b* BP 

[nnnnannnSmnSrEil 

gmrajiFiramnrnnii; ?il 

RFiSiSisiiriinSflniwSTO^ 
InrnmnrnnnmnnsiDi 


















VARIETY 


pttv«r» M«m to bo^wv* thvi 
pot^uoftol CMM ind tieUeol chm f two 
dlfTOfOM yomoo. In ponlcwiir, whon locod 
wMh • 9 imb*t 0 fonlo 9 ihoy tom iiQM of 
(ho poMbiiffy of $ pooWoAol ^otoonoo 
in (occ. moot •ombh* oro boot mot by 
Borotbi oioviHlw^on into 4 ooo*iionot 

B no ih which (ho wogId'OO 0 *mb(ior it 
pormanfntV icorrod bv iho cffocta of 
hl 4 OO'hC^ omofprioo SuchpiovroQuirMa 
porfoet undortunoiAd of rn« mwk* 
bofwoop (ho Ihroo moior fo'oot of mot 
orl•^ in^Hodvo and pooh>on, in ih# 
following 9 »m«, Whiio goti (hia wrong 
OhO g004 aadly wirav 


Whho P. ^opovle dlicit: 6 . Kurai^. Ruy 
- Scnllomann Dofonco Sarifovo 


t %4U KKA I H-MO M-QM 

s F-ftO 4 fuP 

I HnP H~n 1 0-U ^-4417 

A rtiativfty now ond lyghh •iwbiDOwo 
movo. Tho o^obiom •» tn« (orriolo wood* 
i>MO of etoeb'a KP. 
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1 a wreck. 
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Another poor mova which ailowa Black to 

taauma eempwta 

control. 
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17 P^ 
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1BQ-B2 

B-K7 
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aoa-Ki 

ibiR 

21 PkA 

R-KI 

22P-ON3 

fMU 

a B-B4 

B-N9 

24K^1 

O-M 

91 P.3I4 
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^opovie (WMM)to fAOvo 
Ttwooim HtORB9QiP)tMlB>N6Sl4Ch 
hao tuporb coumocploy Notu* 4 l>v 
ihorofort Whita 'Wuat fir>d a good wav to 
iOtum (ho pawn 

DUCAAM 

to oueo7r 

Now alooov net hrn lo taka Iho knlgM 


Hew alooov net iirn lo taka ino an»gM 
AR«f 10 i)iN NO 11 NKS R-A112 0^) ftxR 

13 $^2 14 0«43 Black's ookition n 


Bridgf 


Thtt doai (next tfoArmni from (ha finti of a 
! Panel toam avant »n Morocco comaiAOd 
I two gnwauai foatgroa {apart from dacidlng 
. iharoaoKi Nohh ai on# tabla. South at (ho 
' otNr opanad 2 NT. and the ptocing of a 
lack dacidod whoinor ono room or iha 
o(hor won (ha ahOR moich by a eonetgaiva 
margin 

An AmorKon taam wta piavlng iha (oo 
Pronch toam and rha Amoncan North 



Opanad 2 NT. a>gnifvir>g ah unapocihod 
weak pro amp* Such n irfa newadaya. 
Piirthor ihoui'wa aotattcahotf ma apaea fli 
and Mohh bocamo daclaror m Four 
Spodao. Nt rrtada rwotva tncta. 

Al tho othat labta (ha btddmg wot mort 
naiural: 
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2*#T 


Wear 


64 

99 

No 


No 

No 

No 

No 

No 


North 

NO 

39 

tt 

64 


€a«r 

No 

dbia 

dbia 

No 

No 


Simptoft. 75. P>N4 could hava baan mat 
bv 26 P-^$ BiP 27 Q 61. but now Whita'i 
prouriout ooNtion tana apan at ihi 

aaama. 


28P^N4 

QaP 

27 Ul 

QjiP 

26 1 ^ 

N»NS 

nMa 

P-K84 

MP-M 

Q-as 

31 QaCk 

PrQ 

22 K-N 1 

R-Q 1 

2BN-a3 

PbB* 

24BaA 

t-ai 

»P-M 

B-B4- 

38K-01 

K-B« 

37 B-K2 

P-N4 


BtWaaiyia 


MICHAEL STEAN 


Nonna Thraa Haana wat a tranafar bid; 
Eaara two doubiaa prartv ari'y. in rnv 
eoin«n. 


Tha Amar«an Waal lad a trump, Navifg 
oaciaror to tackia tha aida auda ort hia own. 
Now South could aiimmafa iha rad auua 
and play aiihar Wait or iby laadirtg low to 
Iho king! laat for tha >ack of cluPa. Ha d(d 
tho wrong thing. 


Atihaofhor throo boards 

m tha att nad boon amail. (hia roiulU 
raortaonting jmuchl mort than 33 por cant 
of Iha difforanca in aggrogatt pemta. givo 
ono Sida an B'O advantoga. Tharo wffo 
aiao 2 oointa avaiiabia on tha board*#* 
match onncipia: a ridicuiouah com- 
piicatad and unia<i rnathod of acoring« aiio 
oracuaad m Britain 


TERENCE REESE 


Quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 . In computer torrmnotog/. how many 
b^ts mgko o byte? 

2. Who IS fho Roman god of Jov «7 

3. Wrw is a "Poftugtjase mao of war‘^~ 

4. When ie Holley's comet cue fo 
oppoor^ 

S How 4 robnoi boRor Known as^ 

5. In tho Urvttod Kjr^gdom, who o tho 
Wd of Oie Treasury? 

7. WNch was india's first indigpooijsty 
produeod cornmorc»«r compulor? 

6. Th# Srofp rtoeoerch Agency was rhe 
infeiHgeooa egefKy of which counfry? 

$. What an tha Ntcaragoan rabgJg 

bocAod by Ao Unirod Storoa eodod? 

10. How an RontooR.raye bdner knowfi 


as? 


11 What IS known as ' Devil's piciure 
book?' 

12. WTwch IS rhu morkt's most wtdaly 
prcufafed newsp^Mr? 

13 fn Wbhd War u. who was (ho loader 
of the Free french forces? 

14 *A taste ot peradiee. is the slogan of 
which tfitemetnnal aHlme? 

lb. vahai e known as ' hght lanusbc ?" 
IS. Whai IS a gompa? 

17 Whe( w corrvnon lo fhe foAowing 
Calcune, Karachi and fsianUd? 


•fowdeo reuudf aa are Xeg^ u 

e»rd enoiAre^ isnippog y gj 
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VARIETY 


An Imagineer’s Dream Come True 


T o understand whar or who an im* 
a§ineer is, one must dweiJ on the 
man who created imaglneers. The 
man was non^ other than Walt 
Disney. 

Walt Disney's favourite dream was 
a playground fur the whole family: a 
I large fair where the entire family, 
could laam while having fun. In 
1964, Disney conceptualised EPCOT 
(Experimental Prototype Commun 
ity of Tomorrow) to give shape to bis 
dream. He visualised a futuristic 
community, which would never stop 
growing and would he continuously 
testing, introducing and demonstrate 
'ing new materials and systems. 
I ^PCOT would take iu ''cue from new 
I ideas and new technologies that were 
j emerging from the creative centres 
^ of America.’" 

^ Sadly, while EPCOT was srill on 
.he planning hoard, Disney died on 
i6 December lSt6, it seemed that 
RPCOT would never materialiae. 
Rowever. imagineera at Wdt £lig» 
Disney (WED) Enterprises were de- 
sermfnetf to make Disney’s dream a 
fssitty As a result of the blending of 
' (be ^«f«tsienal ikiUi and creative 
te^nation of these speciatiits, 
IPCOT finally opened as the world's 
Urgeat fair, nearly throe years ago In 


Florida. USA. 

At the entrance of the feirgrounds. 
stands the geodesic sphere v^icb has 
become synonymous with EPCOT. It 
stands on stee^ lep and U ISO feet in 
diameter, with milUoni of shioy 
facets of aluminium ’skin.’ Glittering 
in the sunlight during the day. and 
reflecung the polychromatic hues of 
its surroundings at night, the sphere 
itself is a stunning twk of art; the 
only one of its kind in the world. And, 
what lies wiibin the surroundings of 
EPCOT is even more mind*bog^ing. 
The unique 'wedding" of history, 
technology. eDtertainment and learn- 
irtg. under (he warm Florida sun, 
occupying acres of spotleesly main, 
tain^ Je^ js a rruJf un/orgettabJe 
and fascinating experience. Ever^ 
step is a step into tomorrow. 

The hi^i^ts of EPCOT 
are made possible by four utuque 
innovations. 

• The audiO'animatronic figures 
(popularly known as A*A flares): 
A A fS s novel system which Ueo^ 
sound with animetioci of startlingly 
life-like, plastic figures of aoimi^ 
end human beinp cooaoruct^ in a 
Disney workshop. 

e The OACS computer central: This 
controls not only synchrooiaabon 


of lip-movements and gasturas of the 
A*A figures, but also looks after 
miinute details of closing and opening 
of theatre doors and the monorail, 
e The monorail system: This innova¬ 
tive system has carried nearly 400 
million passengers, to date, between 
EPCOT and Disney World, through a 
hotel lobby, over immaculately mani¬ 
cured and verdant countryside. 

• The WEDWAY people movers: 
This is another transport system 
within EPCOT—a linear induction 
powered transport system—which 
carries visitors, on land and through 
water, along corridors of city 
bataars, marshy swamps with lifesise 
dinosaurs looming large, a world of 
compurers, and on scores of other 
fasciiiatinf journeys. 

• Last, but not the least, is the 'city 
beneath the kingdom"'. This massive 
baaemaat helps to mainuin the sys¬ 
tems thovo—miles of drainage can- 

^ ala, pipes and cables, hundreds of 
sewers end garbage dispoeers. work, 
shops agd mapy orher retv/i/noMy 
technical innovations, which help to 
keep Che dry above in perfect 
spotlestoasa 

.iad, this ii only a ^impse of what 
iaaglMefing is all about! 















DELHI DIARY 


Prayer Time 

O n Janamashiami day 
Mrs Indira Candhi was 
often seen donning tradi¬ 
tional clothes (once she 
ware aCararaJ and head* 
ing fnr the Laxmmarayan 
temple in Delhi. What did 
Che Prime Minister of In¬ 
dia do on Lord Krishna's 
birth anniversary this 
year? Rajiv Gandhi and 
Sonia Gandhi were on the 
last lap of their Kerala 
visit on 7 September Af* 
ear addressing the public 
meeting at Palghat. the 
VVIP couple, accompa* 
nied by the chief minister 
of Kerala, K. Karunakar- 
an. suddenly deviated 
from thi* printed program 
me and the motorcade 
rushed off to an unknown 
destination. On learning 
that there was a famous 
Krishna temple at Pulghat, 
Rajiv and Sonia Gandhi 
daclded TO offer their 
Ja names h lam i prayers in 
the ancient shrine. 


Rajiv (MiidM, KaraMktrae end 


Gandhi M thf Kridwie l«mpb 


Pakthal 


Amar, Akbar, Anthony 


T he Prime HiniMer's 
office has two sets of 
"Amar, Akbar. Anthony" 
teams. The three par 
Itamencary secretaries, 
Arun Singh. Ahmed Pace! | 
and Oscar Fernandes con* j 
atitute the first level. They • 
are backed up by the trio ^ 
uf joint secretary Mani 
Shankar Aiyar, director 
Wajahat HabibuUah and 
personal secretary Vergh- 
ese George. Aiyar has 
been allotted the room in 
South Block which hither* 
to was occupied by Mrs 
Indira Gandhi's (and for a 
while Rajiv Gandhi's) 
principal secretary. Dr 
P.C. Alexander. Apart 
from advising the PM on 
media nutcersi he doubles 
up as ao effective public 
rebKtoos man during Ra* 

Jiv Gabdhi's tours outside | 
Wajahat Habi* 
,flflah. who joined the 
jye office In the days of 
Gandhi, is in charge of 
Bbeessing the public grie* 
Knees received by the 
pjirf office. George, an eld 


AlCC office staff, is always always be seen in the 
active behind (he scenes, photo fram* $ during Mrs 
unlike his predecessor. Gandhi’s public appear 
R.K. Dhawan (who could ances). 


Ana Slagh aad V. Geertc : ecttvs bsWed tb« iccMS 


Uplift forUP 

W ith the sole exception 
of Morarji Detail all 
Prime Ministers so far 
have come from Uttar 
Pradesh. But the state still 
remains a backward staca. 
Policy planners now seem 
to have realised the im* 
portance of UP. The In* 
d us trial Development 
Bank of India (IDBl) has 
trebled its assistance to 
the state, in 19d4-85 Rs 
692 crores were allocated 
for UP by the tDBl against 
its assistance of Rs 225 
crores in 1963*84. 

TAILPIECE' The Press 
Trust of India (PTT) is nlso 
known as the “Pal^t 
Trust of India* because of 
the proliferation of 
appointees tn the news 
agency from this patricu* 
lar Kerala district. It was, 
perhaps, ironic that thM 
news agency chosen to* 
accompany the PM to Pal* 
ghat was the UNI, and not 
the PTl, ; 


o. c. 
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Without a shade of doubt we could get your bathroo 

to reveal its true colours 
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